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Pickleball tourney planned

St. Luke Catholic Church’s Youth Minis-
try will host a pickleball tournament Sept. 7,
from 4 to 8 p.m. at the tennis courts located at
Kirkwood South Park adjacent to the church
grounds. Teams are two people. Cost is $5 per
person. See related ad on Page 2.

HPD’s PIP set for Sept. 17

The Houston Police Department’s Positive
Interaction Program will meet at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17, at Memorial Hermann
Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria in the CES
classroom on the first floor of the main build-
ing. Guest speaker to be announced.

Begun in 1983, HPD’s PIP involves police
and community members working together
for safer neighborhoods. PIP meetings typ-
ically take place the third Tuesday of each
month. For additional information, contact
HPD Officer Richard Buitron at 832-395-
1776 or Richard.Buitron@HoustonPolice.
org.

Hughes/Sabo closure set

At least one southbound lane on Hughes
Road/Sabo will be closed continuously at Belt-
way 8 until further notice. The closure is asso-
ciated with a city of Houston project to replace
a force water main at the area intersection.

Beltway 8 closure planned

At least one northbound frontage road lane
on Beltway 8 will be closed from Greenshad-
ow to SH 225 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. until fur-
ther notice.

The closure is due to the ongoing project to
widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes in each
direction.

Ellington eRecycling set

The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Sept. 14,
at the Neighborhood Recycling Center at El-
lington Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Recycling electronics keeps potential-
ly harmful materials, such as mercury, cad-
mium, lead and cathode ray tubes out of the
waste stream and the environment.

Items accepted are PCs, servers, key-
boards, mice, laptops, game consoles, moni-
tors, small kitchen appliances, memory chips,
hubs and routers, printers, copiers, scanners,
fax machines, projectors, rechargeable bat-
teries, cable boxes, car batteries, telephones,
cellphones, PDAs, tape drives, hard drives,
cords, cables and cameras.

The collection events take place the second
Saturday of each month. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.houstonsolidwaste.org or
call 311.

Kirkmont I HOA meets Sept. 11

Kirkmont HOA will meet at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 11, at the Kirkmont MUD
Building, 10102 Blackhawk. Homeowners
and residents are urged to attend. HOA rules
are being enforced. Any work to home must
submit ACC form before any work is begun.
Questions/concerns, attend meeting. The
South Belt Leader was in error.

Knights to host blood drive

The Knights of Columbus will host a blood
drive on Sunday, Sept. 15, from 8:30 a.m. to
3 p.m, at St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic
Church, 11011 Hall. Blood is needed every
day for medical needs due to health and inju-
ries. All are urged to donate. All are welcome.
For more information, call Val Comeaux at
713-582-5358.

Gulf Freeway closures set

At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from SH 96/
Calder/Brittany Bay in League City to FM
519/Main Street in La Marque daily from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5
a.m. until further notice.

At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway
will be closed from Deats Road in Dickinson
to FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access in Texas
City from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further notice.

At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM
519/Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive in
Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further
notice.

Telephone closure planned

At least one northbound and one south-
bound lane on SH 35/Telephone Road will be
closed from Airport Boulevard to Bellfort Av-
enue daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (excluding
Sundays) until further notice.

Knights to hold fish frys

Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will
hold a series of Friday fish fry events, with
events set for Sept. 6, Sept. 13 and Sept.
27. The events will take place at St. Luke
the Evangelist Catholic Church, 11011 Hall
Road, from 4 to 7 p.m.

Dinners will include fried fish, fries, hush
puppies, coleslaw, corn on the cob and iced
tea for $15. Dine-in and take-out will be
available.

State audit calls for November election oversight
Audit identifies multiple issues with 2021-2022 Harris County elections

A state audit into Harris County’s 2021-2022
election cycle identified multiple problems,
prompting officials to recommend an enhanced
state presence at the county’s upcoming Novem-
ber elections.

Conducted by the Secretary of State’s office,
the Harris County audit was one of four to be
done by the state at Gov. Greg Abbott’s request.
In 2021, Abbott signed Senate Bill 1 into law,
calling for the randomized election auditing of
four Texas counties, two of which must have a
population of 300,000 or more. Cameron, Gua-

dalupe and Eastland counties were also audited.
Harris County was the only one of the four in
need of addition state oversight, according to the
audits.

“Texas’ audit process provides accountabili-
ty and insight into how elections are conducted
on a county level to ensure the integrity of our
elections,” Secretary of State Jane Nelson said in
a statement. “Although Harris County has since
made changes to its election administration, the
findings highlighted in this audit and the prior
audit show that an enhanced presence by the

Salazar
tours
mysterious
dump site

Confusion remains about
the controversial dumping
of dirt at a construction site
off Dixie Farm Road near
Blackhawk. County leaders
have failed to answer ques-
tions from the Leader as to
why dumping would be al-
lowed at a site adjacent to
two new detention ponds.
Additionally, two other sur-
rounding properties have
been involved in litigation
involving dumping. Local
business owner and former
judicial candidate Oscar
Salazar is shown left touring
the site with Leader staff.

Photo by Marie Flickinger

Library promotes preparedness

Registration campaign giving away generator prize

Hurricane season is underway and the Hous-
ton Public Library is here to help residents stay
powered up during a storm.

This year, the Houston Public Library is excit-
ed to launch its Library Card Sign-Up Campaign
with a special focus on hurricane preparedness.
By signing up for a MYLink library card, not
only does one gain access to a wealth of resourc-
es, but they also have the chance to win a gener-
ator, if chosen the first-place winner.

The second-place winner will receive a porta-

ble power station, and the third-place winner will
take home a power bank.

With the peak of hurricane season on Sept. 10,
as noted by the National Hurricane Center, it’s
crucial to stay prepared. Most hurricane activi-
ty occurs between mid-August and mid-October,
making now the perfect time to sign up for one’s
MYLink card and enter the giveaway.

Why sign up?
A MYLink library card offers one free access
Continued on Page 3

National Night Out set for Oct. 1

Annual law enforcement event now in its 40th year

The 40th annual National Night Out is set to
take place Tuesday, Oct.1.

Begun in 1984, NNO is a nationwide program
to foster better relationships between local police
departments and the communities they serve.

“NNO is a chance to bring neighborhoods to-
gether with the men and women who protect
them,” said Houston Police Officer Emilio Reyes.
“The safety of our communities depends on both
law enforcement and the citizens they serve, and
NNO events can enhance that cooperation. Pre-
venting and solving crime is a community effort.
NNO is an excellent program that helps the depart-
ment build relationships with citizens and create
safer neighborhoods.”

More than 17,000 communities, representing
all 50 states, took part in last year’s campaign,
attracting roughly 38 million participants.

The event formerly took place in August, but
organizers have since changed the NNO’s Tex-
as date to give residents an opportunity to enjoy
cooler weather.

Along with the traditional display of porch
lights and front porch vigils, NNO will be cele-

brated by neighborhoods and communities with
a variety of events and activities such as block
parties, cookouts, parades, flashlight walks, con-
tests, youth programs and visits from local po-
lice.

County officials and local homeowner groups
and civic clubs traditionally hold NNO events in
the South Belt community, but no specific events
were known at press time.

The Houston Police Department, Harris
County Sheriff’s Office and the Harris County
Precinct 2 and Precinct 8 constable offices will
all be participating in various functions.

South Belt residents within the city limits who
are planning a block party and wanting to have
a police officer visit should contact HPD Offi-
cer Richard Buitron at 281-642-3484 or Richardo
Buitron@Houstonpolice.org.

Most residents outside of the city limits hav-
ing parties should contact Precinct 2 Constable
Jerry Garcia’s office at 713-477-2766.

The sooner law enforcement agencies are
aware of an NNO event, the better chance an of-
ficer can attend.

Pct. 2 deputy involved in accident
Other driver in crash arrested, charged with DWI

A driver was arrested
on DWI charges Sunday,
Aug. 25, after allegedly
rear-ending an off-duty [
Precinct 2 deputy in the | |
7100 block of Telephone | -
Road near Airport Boule-
vard.

The deputy, who
serves with the Precinct
2 Toll Road Division,
was on his way home
from work in his person-

- L AR
Ivan Gutierrez

al vehicle when the accident occurred.

According to Precinct 2 officials, the deputy
was sitting at a red light when he was rear-ended
by a driver in a pickup truck.

During this incident, it was revealed the at-
fault driver had recently left an after-hours bar
and was showing signs of intoxication.

The male driver, identified as Ivan Bautista
Gutierrez, was detained and transported to the
Harris County Jail where he was charged with
driving while intoxicated.

The deputy did not sustain any injuries in the
crash.

secretary’s office is necessary for the Novem-
ber 2024 election. The Secretary of State will
assign state inspectors to Harris County to per-
form checks on election records, including tapes
and chain-of-custody, and will observe the han-
dling and counting of ballots and electronic me-
dia during the November 2024 election period,”
Nelson continued. “Additionally, staff from the
secretary’s Elections Division will be present to
assist Harris County for the duration of the elec-
tion period from early voting to Election Day and
through tabulation.”

The Secretary of State’s audit listed the fol-
lowing key findings for Harris County:

—In defiance of state law, Harris County failed
to estimate and issue the required amount of bal-
lot paper resulting in interruptions in voting in at
least 19 polling locations in the November 2022
Election.

— Harris County failed to properly train its
election workers to operate new voting equip-
ment, resulting in widespread voting equipment
failures in multiple elections.

— Harris County did not follow state law es-
tablishing proper voter roll maintenance activ-
ities. Harris County failed to keep an accurate
list of registered voters in their county records,
which has since been addressed and corrected.

— In numerous elections, required paperwork
from polling locations was incomplete and failed
to meet the requirements outlined in law.

After a series of voting-related scandals in
Harris County, the state Legislature last year
passed Senate Bill 1750, dissolving Harris
County Election Administrator’s Office. SB
1750 handed over voting oversight to the Harris
County Clerk’s Office.

Continued on Page 3

Deadline for FEMA assistance nears
Residents affected by Beryl have until Sept. 9 to apply

Residents affected by Hurricane Beryl have
until Sept. 9 to apply for FEMA disaster assis-
tance.

Texas homeowners and renters in 15 counties
who had uninsured damage or losses caused by
Beryl may be eligible for FEMA disaster assis-
tance.

FEMA may be able to help with serious
needs, displacement, temporary lodging, basic
home repair costs, personal property loss or oth-
er disaster-caused needs. Financial assistance is
available to eligible homeowners and renters in
Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, Harris, Jackson,
Jasper, Jefferson, Liberty, Matagorda, Mont-
gomery, Orange, Polk, San Jacinto, Walker and
Wharton counties.

Texans who applied for FEMA assistance af-
ter the April 26-June 5 storms and flooding, and

who had additional damage or losses from Hur-
ricane Beryl, can make a separate application for
Hurricane Beryl assistance.

Benefits available

Serious needs assistance: A one-time $750
payment per household to help pay for essential
items, including water, food, first aid, prescrip-
tions, infant formula, breastfeeding supplies,
diapers, consumable medical supplies, durable
medical equipment, personal hygiene items and
fuel for transportation.

Displacement assistance: Money to help
with immediate housing needs if one cannot re-
turn to their home because of the disaster. The
money can be used to stay in a hotel, with family
and friends or for other options while one looks
for temporary housing.

Continued on Page 3

Man exposes himself at restaurant

2nd such local arrest in less in than 3 months

A man was arrested v
on charges of indecent i
exposure Tuesday, Aug.
27, after he allegedly ex-
posed himself to several
customers at a Mexican
restaurant in the 10900
block of Fuqua at Sabo.

According to Precinct
2 officials, deputies were
dispatched to the restau-
rant after a male report-
edly refused to leave the
establishment. Upon their arrival, deputies were
advised that the male had exposed himself to
multiple customers, prompting them to leave the
restaurant.

Deputies discovered the shirtless suspect —
identified as 37-year-old Leonard Davis — be-
hind a table with his hands in his pants. He was
subsequently arrested and charged with indecent
exposure and transported to Harris County Jail
without incident.

This marked the second time in less than three
months that such an arrest has taken place in the
South Belt area.

On Wednesday June 5, a male suspect was
arrested for indecency after allegedly exposing

Leonard Davis

himself at the Parker Williams Library Branch in
the 10800 block of Scarsdale at Beamer.

In that incident, Evening Shift patrol deputies
were dispatched to the area library just after 4
p-m. following reports that a man appearing to
be homeless had exposed himself to library staff
and visitors.

The suspect had reportedly fled the scene pri-
or to the arrival of deputies, officials said.

Deputies were able to get a description and
identity of the suspect fairly quickly and advised
other responding units of this information. Addi-
tional deputies were able to locate the suspect a
short time later and detain him after a brief strug-
gle.

Once detained, the Harris County District At-
torney’s Office was contacted, and misdemeanor
charges of indecent exposure were accepted on
32-year-old Charles Jenkins.

Following that arrest, Precinct 2 Constable
Jerry Garcia’s office took to social media to en-
sure the safety of area residents.

“Constable Garcia wants his residents to know
that his deputies will continue to respond quickly
to their calls and do everything in their power to
take these types of people off the streets,” a post
on the constable’s Facebook page read. “Please
stay safe and God bless.”

Pct. 2 deputy involved in crash

—

The deputy was uninjured in the accident.

A Precinct 2 deputy was involved in an off-duty crash early Sunday, Aug. 25, in the 7100
block of Telephone Road near Airport Boulevard. According to Precinct 2 officials, the dep-
uty was sitting at a red light when he was rear-ended by another driver, who police said was
drunk. The other driver was subsequently arrested on charges of driving while intoxicated.
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In My Opinion

Peterson writes
on CenterPoint

Here we go again. Nearly 85% of us
lost power. Lives were lost; personal
property was lost. We all knew Beryl was
coming, except of course, CenterPoint-
less. Or perhaps they were more con-
cerned with protecting their profits than
strengthening their power grid. Instead
of improvements, CenterPointless cut
costs.

It's the same hue and cry from politi-
cians. We heard it three years ago with
Winter storm Uri. Six months ago, when
the largest wildfire reported was caused
by downed poles and electrical lines. In-
vestigations are called. Abbott, Patrick,
and Paxton exhibit their fake outrage
while maintaining their cosey relation-
ships with CenterPoint from whom they
receive large campaign contributions and
invitations to the company’s retreat, Trini-
ty Bay.

In the end, nothing will change. Except
us. We will buy the generators, pay elec-
tricians to connect them to our homes.
We will buy portable air-conditioners and
pay for damage caused by downed elec-
trical poles. We will pay because our in-
surance deductibles are so high, it won’t
cover the first $15,000 in damages.

Maybe CenterPointless should be
paying us, since they failed to harden the

electrical infrastructure.

But they won’t. Because the politicians
have their backs. And they know they can
sell us on ‘Texans Individual Hardiness”.
They know they can divert our attention
away from their negligence by claiming
Texans are tough and bounce back. They
will convince us to accept the cost of
cleanup, because they will whisper, it is
in your neighborhood. No one will ensure
CenterPointless is accountable to harden
and maintain the electrical infrastructure
that caused this mess. And in our Texas
resiliency, yes, we are resilient, and our
desire to have our lives back to normal,
we will accept another $10 charge a
month, for decades to come.

Enough! It's time we Texans push
back. We pay for a product; we deserve
a quality product. We deserve politicians
who will stand for us, not for greedy cor-
porations.

Study the voting records. In Houston,
you will probably find your incumbent pol-
itician voted against you, your family, and
our community on every bill created to
favor corporate profit over people. Now,
we are barreling toward a future where
politicians will let corporations turn our
great state into a cesspool of failed util-
ities, damaged properties and infrastruc-
ture, and contaminated water and air. But
we can stop this insanity.

It's time for a change. Let’s do it.

Doug Peterson

Elected officials share their words

Abbott touts Texas values,

condemns Harris’ radical policies

Gov. Greg Abbott touted
the values that make Texas
the best state in nation and
condemned Vice President
Kamala Harris’ radical pol-
icies during his keynote ad-
dress at the Galveston Coun-
ty Republican Party's Lincoln
Reagan Dinner in Dickinson.

“One thing that we know
about Texas is the endless op-
portunity every Texan has in
our great state,” said Abbott.
“We believe in the mighty
oil and gas industry that cre-
ates hundreds of thousands of
jobs and secures our energy
independence in the Unit-
ed States. We believe in law
and order. Some Democratic
cities, like Minneapolis, de-
funded their police.

“We passed a law in Tex-

as that defunds any city that
defunds their police. Kamala
Harris believes in the oppo-
site. She stands against the
oil and gas industry, believes
in defunding the police, and
is in favor of rewriting Title
IX so men who identify as
women can compete in wom-
en’s sports. Kamala Harris’
radical woke policies are
hostile to Texas values, and
those policies will destroy
the economic miracle that
we have in our great state.
We must outwork our oppo-
nents. If we do, we will win
on November 5th. Together,
we will keep Texas the land
of opportunity and restore
America's greatness for de-
cades to come.”

Abbott slammed Harris’

dangerous open border poli-
cies, mentioning her support
for sanctuary cities and de-
criminalizing illegal immi-
gration. The governor also
highlighted Texas’ recent
court victory in the floating
marine barriers case, not-
ing that President Joe Biden
and Harris have fought back
against the state’s efforts to
secure the southern border.
Additionally, Abbott touted
Texas’ historic border se-
curity mission, pointing to
the miles of border barriers
the state has built and the
thousands of Texas National
Guard soldiers and Depart-
ment of Public Safety troop-
ers deployed along the bor-
der to stop illegal crossings
into the state.

Local COVID cases reported

Despite a countywide increase, the number of reported COVID-19 cases in the South Belt
community remains roughly on par with the previous several weeks, according to Harris

County health officials.

As of Tuesday, Aug. 6, there were 295 active cases in 77089, no change from the previous
week. To date, 134 from the ZIP code have died from the disease, no increase from the previ-
ous week In ZIP code 77075, there were six active cases, no change from the previous week.
To date, there have been 84 deaths in the ZIP code, no increase from the previous week.

In 77034, there were six active cases, no change from the previous week. To date, 92 resi-
dents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the disease, no increase from the previous week.

Statistics are updated weekly and include numbers from within the Houston city

limits and throughout Harris County.

riscounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cumulativedata.

Local library events set

In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library

To view an interactive map, visit covid-har

Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building
to browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds.
For information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10
a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon — 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 — 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 am. — 5 p.m.

Bracewell is closed Sundays.

Thursday, Sept. 5, 3 —4 p.m. Family story time.
Thursday, Sept. 5, 3 —4 p.m. Open Lab - computer class.
Thursday, Sept. 5, 5 — 6 p.m. English language learning at the library.

Monday, Sept. 9, 11 a.m. —noon. Open Lab - computer class.

Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop

The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should not
be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library

Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening informa-
tion or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The li-
brary will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.

The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Ins-
tagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:

Thursday, Sept. 5, 10:15 — 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.

Friday, Sept. 6, 1 —2 p.m. Genealogy.

Monday, Sept. 9, 11:15 — 11:45 a.m. Family time.

Monday, Sept. 9, 11:15 a.m. — noon Family story time.

Tuesday, Sept. 10, 10:15 — 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n

> books.

‘Wednesday, Sept. 11, 4:30 — 7 p.m. College and career information session.

Parker Williams ‘“No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”

— After receiving notification that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.

— Have a library card number and PIN handy.

— A pickup time and instructions will be given.

— Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.

— Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verification.

Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. — 8 p.m.;
Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday, 1- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services

— Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.

— Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.

— Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.

— Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.

— Stream classic films, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.

— Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.

— Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.

Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital materi-
als and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/services/
iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.
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Abbott announces 10-year road plan for Texas

Gov. Greg Abbott recent-
ly announced a record $148
billion in total investment for
Texas” transportation infra-
structure. This investment in-
cludes the unanimous adop-
tion of the more than $104
billion 10-year transportation
plan by the Texas Department
of Transportation to improve
safety, congestion and connec-
tivity, and preserve roadways
for Texas drivers. It includes
more than $43 billion for de-
velopment and maintenance.
This is a $5.6 billion increase
in total investment from the
previous year. “Strengthening
our roadways and transporta-
tion infrastructure is critical for
Texas to remain the Best State
for Business in the nation,” said
Abbott. “With the adoption of
this record-breaking $148 bil-
lion transportation investment,

Texas will continue to meet
the needs of Texans in rural,
urban, and metropolitan com-
munities while also improving
roadway congestion and safe-
ty. People come to Texas be-
cause we provide the freedom
and opportunity they can’t find
anywhere else, and that’s why
we're investing in the future of
Texas roads. Projects like this
will ensure products and peo-
ple can move quickly to keep
the Texas economy booming.
Together, we are building a
bigger, better Texas for years
to come.”

“With a booming popula-
tion and economy, TxDOT is
meeting the moment with a
record investment in our state
roadway system to ensure
Texas remains the preferred
destination for families and
businesses,” said Texas Trans-

portation Commission Chair-
man J. Bruce Bugg Jr. “Thanks
to the vision of Gov. Greg Ab-
bott and the Texas Legislature,
this historic transportation in-
vestment focusing on safety
and congestion relief will help
meet the needs of Texans for
years to come.”

“This investment impacts
communities across the state,
with projects that can help
save lives and improve con-
nectivity,” said TxDOT Exec-
utive Director Marc Williams.
“TxDOT has a record amount
of active construction projects
this year, and this will help
continue that work of moving
people and goods safely and
efficiently in our rural, urban
and metropolitan areas.”

Many of the projects in the
2025 Unified Transportation
Program are segments identi-

fied on Texas” 100 Most Con-
gested Roadways list. Texas
Clear Lanes congestion-relief
projects will see an increase
in funding of $1.9 billion, sup-
porting the $75.8 billion total
investment for completed, un-
der-construction, and planned
nontolled projects since 2015.
It includes a $17.3 billion in-
vestment in safety and $1.7
billion in funding for rural
corridors and key roadways in
economic hubs. A full break-
down is available online.

The adoption of the 2025
UTP comes after an extensive
public-involvement  process
to allow all Texans to voice
their opinions on the projects
in their communities. Public
comments, collected via a pub-
lic hearing and online, phone,
email, and other formats were
considered before the Texas

Hobby parking garage goes cashless

Houston Airports is ad-
vancing its mission to deliver
a seamless travel experience
with the rollout of its latest
cashless parking system at
William P. Hobby Airport
(HOU). As part of a phased
approach, the Red and Blue
Garages are transitioning to a
fully cashless system, which
will be complete in early
September.

The new system utilizes
License Plate Recognition
technology, which expedites
entry and exit for vehicles
with parking
Additionally, Near-Field
Communication capabilities
enable contactless payment
through digital wallets such
as Apple Pay and Google
Pay, further streamlining the
payment process.

The technology supports
some efficient options for
customers: A customer can
make reservations online, at
least 12 hours before heading
to the airport. The vehicle's
license plate number - includ-
ed in the reservation details —
will be read by the LPR tech-
nology, creating a seamless
experience when entering
and exiting the garage.

Upon entering a Hous-
ton Airports parking facility,
customers without a parking
reservation can tap or insert a
credit card and use the same
credit card to exit or take a
parking ticket from the kiosk.

The ticket is linked to the
vehicle's license plate num-
ber. When exiting the ga-
rage, the system will read
the license plate number and
prompt the customer to pay
by credit card.

Customers can use cred-
it cards to enter the parking
facility. When they exit, they
must pay with the same credit
card.

Houston Airports strongly
encourages customers to re-
serve parking online. Doing
so guarantees a parking spot
in the facility, often saves the

reservations.

customer money, and offers a
seamless experience entering
and exiting the garage with
no credit card or ticket re-
quired.

Cashless pay kiosks will
be located at Hobby Airport
Red and Blue Garages.

“At Houston Airports, our
mission is to connect peo-
ple, cultures and economies
of the world to Houston. We
do that through our strategic
priorities of making our pas-
sengers happy while building
platforms for future success,”
said Walt Gray, Director of
Parking and Ground Trans-
portation for Houston Air-

ports. “Implementing a cash-
less parking system aligns
perfectly with our mission by
providing a more efficient,
secure, and convenient trav-
el experience for our passen-
gers.”

The cashless parking sys-
tem rollout will be imple-
mented in phases across all
Hobby Airport and George
Bush Intercontinental Airport
(IAH) parking facilities. The
initial phase updated seven
customer lanes at ecoPark
2 at Bush Airport to accept
cashless payments in June
2024. By September, Hobby
Airport's entrances and 10

Garage exit lanes will oper-
ate a fully cashless system.
The phased project will con-
tinue, with all parking facil-
ities transitioned to cashless
payment by the end of May
2025.

As Houston Airports con-
tinues this rollout across all
its facilities, passengers can
expect quicker transactions,
reduced congestion, and a
more sustainable operation.
The shift to cashless parking
reflects the commitment of
Houston Airports to innova-
tion and improving passenger
satisfaction at every step of
the journey.

Transportation ~ Commission
approved the UTP.

The UTP is a planning doc-
ument that authorizes highway
projects for development and
construction. In addition to
highways, the UTP includes
investments in public trans-
portation, maritime, aviation,

and rail. Projects are selected
based on how effective they
are in addressing areas such as
pavement condition, safety, ca-
pacity and rural connectivity.
More information on the
UTP projects is available at
https://www.txdot.gov/proj
ects/planning/utp.html.

Lariaette of the Week,
Aug. 29

The J. Frank Dobie Lariaette of the week of Aug. 29 is
sophomore Kayli Rodriguez, a first-year line member.

On Thursday, Aug. 29, Clear Brook ngh School cheerleaders per-
formed at the football game against J. Frank Dobie High School at
Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. Pictured are, left to right, (first row)
Ayleen Fruto, Sofia Gonzales, Bella Durgan (social coordinator), Au-

Clear Brook ngh School cheerleaders perform at game

brei Vega (captain), Ja’vana Turner, Rhiannon Zepeda, (second row)
Alia Peoples, Macy Cooper, Jordyn Scott, Pressley Saifi (co-captain),
Bella Podesta, Caitlyn Caesar, Bailey Schilling, Kenzley Block (social
coordinator) and Violet Mittendorf.

Photo by Kelvin Lopez
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NOW ENROLLING'

Asa"“nara's'

Houston, TX 77089
(346) 570 - 58717

' ﬁ Sandra$s Little Learners
%00y Wt\“ E sandraslittlelearners@gmail.com

11403 Hall Rd.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Catholic Church

11011 Hall Rd.

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Sunday

Tuesday & Thursday

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Monday, Wednesday & Friday

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)

5:30 p.m.

8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*

1 p.m. Misa en Espafol*
9 a.m.

7 p.m.

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251
Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord
in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Chrlstlan Church prowdes Chnstlan
based child care for the local community. Director
Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take
perfect care of your children while you work.

£ 281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com
10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair
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ST. LUKE LIFE TEEN

PIGKLEBALL ©

Fundraiser Tournament

Benefitting Life Teen Youth

' SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 4 - 8 PM

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST / KIRKWOOD SOUTH PARK

11011 HALL RD, HOUSTON, TX 77089

$5.00 PER PLAYER
TEAMS =2 PLAYERS

AGE GROUPS:
7-10 YEARS
11-15 YEARS
16 AND UP

TO REGISTER
SCAN QR CODE

[=]

L

Join us for some fun, fellowship, and
friendly competition at our first
S5t. Luke Lifa Teen Pickieball Tournameant!

Players of all skill levels are welcome
for an exciting series of matches.

Enjoy great company,
and don’t miss our delicious
concession stand offering tasty treais
and refreshing drinks.

All proceeds will go to help funding
future retreats for our Life Teen youth!
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Crawford receives state leadership award

Teri Crawford has been
recognized by the Texas
Association of Communi-
ty Colleges with its high-
est leadership award, the
Carl M. “Cheesie” Nelson
Administrative  Leadership
Award, recognizing her com-
mitment to San Jacinto Col-
lege, Texas’ 50 community
colleges and their students.

Crawford is the vice
chancellor for external re-
lations at San Jacinto col-
lege, a position she has held
for nearly a decade. In this
role she leads the College’s
efforts in government rela-
tions, fundraising, market-
ing and communications.

“I was honored to nom-
inate Teri for the Carl M.
“Cheesie” Nelson Admin-
istrative Leadership Award
and to recognize her com-
mitment to the students and
employees of San Jacinto
College,” said Dr. Brenda
Hellyer, San Jacinto col-
lege chancellor. “Teri is
an outstanding performer,
contributor and leader. She
is always looking at the im-
pact that legislation has not
only on San Jacinto College,
but all Texas community
colleges. She has been an
incredible resource for the
Texas Association of Com-
munity Colleges and is very
deserving of this award.”

During the 88th Leg-
islative session, Crawford
played a significant role in
advancing the work of the
Community College Fi-
nance Commission and the
ultimate passage of House
Bill 8 (HBS). She was ac-
tive in attending meetings
and hearings, providing
guidance to many legisla-

tors across the state about the
impact of the legislation, and
served as a resource for many
Texas community colleges
throughout the process. She
also assisted in helping main-
tain the alignment and unanim-
ity of the community colleges
during the session.

Crawford’s responsibilities
include the college’s federal
relationships. She regularly
traveled to Washington D.C.
and was instrumental in get-
ting legislation approved to
support a Center of Excellence
recognition for the San Jacinto

College maritime program and
funding to support maritime,
veterans and aerospace pro-
grams. She is regularly asked
by Texas Gulf Coast commu-
nity college presidents to as-
sist in scheduling legislative
visits and has been active with
the American Association of
Community College Trustees
and the American Association
of Community Colleges.

“I'am honored and humbled
to receive this award,” noted
Crawford, who plans to retire
at the end of this month. “The
success of our San Jacinto

College students and employ-
ees is and has always been a
priority for me. Having started
my higher education with a
community college scholar-
ship, it has been incredibly re-
warding to give back and work
alongside so many individuals
who have the same passion
for advancing the community
college mission. I thank Dr.
Hellyer for nominating me,
and the Texas Association of
Community Colleges, for the
recognition.”

Locally, Crawford works
closely with key economic

development  organizations,
ensuring that San Jacinto Col-
lege and Texas community
college priorities and legisla-
tive agendas align to ensure
the best possible outcomes for
the region’s workforce. Their
collaboration and support were
key in helping to make HBS a
reality in Texas.

Crawford began her career
in higher education at Texas
A&M University at Galveston
where she spent seven years
in the areas of development,
alumni relations, communi-
cations and event planning.

She was fortunate to travel
around the world with the
Maritime Cadets while pro-
moting the university and
managing international pro-
tocols.

Crawford holds an Asso-
ciate of Science in business
administration from Arapa-
hoe Community College, a
Bachelor of Science in busi-
ness administration from the
University of North Caroli-
na — Charlotte, and an MBA
from Liberty University.
She is married and has two
stepdaughters.

The elected officials all presented Teri Crawford with proclama-
tions from their respective areas at her San Jacinto College re-
tirement party. Pictured, left to right, are Brenda Hellyer; Jeff

Teri Crawford honored at retirement

e —

Wagner, Pasadena mayor; Crawford; Ed Thompson, state repre-
sentative; Mary Ann Perez, state representative; and Sylvia Gar-
cia, congresswoman.

2024 ]J. Frank Dobie Lariaettes
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Shown are the J. Frank Dobie 2024 Lariaettes. They are, left to right, (first row) MiaBella
Sudario Garza (executive), Galilea De La Garza (executive), Angel Rhodes (lieutenant),
Lilli Ramirez (lieutenant colonel), Kaitlyn Resendez (colonel), Lizette Gonzalez (licu-
tenant), Isabella Hernandez (head executive), Kiana McCombs (major), Brianna Puga
(executive), (second row) Mia Lozano (line sergeant), Emily Grimaldo, Jenny Gallardo,
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Brianna Garza, Paris Cervantes, Megan Vu, DaniElla Gonzales, Lizbeth Serrano,
(third row) Chloe Nguyen, JaLynn Alix, Ava Hernandez, Sureal Alcorta, Aileen Ri-
vera, Mia Tovar, Suheylee Belman, Kaitlyn Baines, Piper Battarbee, Esbeidy Fonse-
ca, (fourth row) Laila Martin, Dayanna Najarro-Reyes, Mya Cantu, Arlette Salazar,
Kareli Garza, Kayli Rodriguez and Angie Munoz.
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State calls for election oversight

Continued from Page 1

Harris County Clerk Te-
neshia Hudspeth released a
statement, maintaining all
of the previous problems
associated with the Election
Administrator’s Office have
been addressed.

“We will continue to en-
sure that the concerns that
plagued the now-defunct
Elections Administrator’s Of-
fice are not revisited,” Hud-
speth said in the statement.
“We will continue to work
diligently to maintain the

public’s trust in the electoral
process and work with the
Secretary of State’s office.”
The audit announcement
came fresh on the heels of
the release of a criminal in-
vestigation conducted by
Harris County District Attor-
ney Kim Ogg and the Texas
Rangers into the county’s
2022 general election. The
investigation found no evi-
dence of intentional election
interference after numerous
Harris County polling loca-
tions ran out of paper in the

2022 elections. Rather, the
findings determined the of-
ficial tasked with allocating
the paper ballots had neglect-
ed to do so and had commit-
ted time card theft by saying
he had done so. The county
employee was subsequently
charged criminally.

To read the complete 108-
page audit into Harris Coun-
ty’s 2021-2022 elections, vis-
it  www.sos.state.tx.us/elec
tions/fad/forms/harris-coun
ty-comprehensive-report.
pdf.

Library promotes preparedness

Continued from Page 1
to an array of resources, in-
cluding the following:

— Thousands of books,

e-books, audiobooks, and
digital magazines and news
papers.

— Online databases, re-
search tools and e-learning
platforms.

— Educational and cultur-
al events for all ages.

— State-of-the-art TECH-
Link technology centers
equipped with virtual real-
ity headsets, 3D printers,
embroidery machines, laser

cutters, engravers and more.

— History Research Cen-
ters where one can trace and
discover local African Amer-
ican history, family history,
Houston and Texas and His-
panic history.

How to participate

— Sign up: Visit any
Houston Public Library to
sign up as a new library
cardholder.

— Enter the giveaway:
Follow the Houston Public
Library on Facebook or Ins-
tagram, share a post holding
one’s new library card, and

tag us using #MYLink. Vis-
it houstonlibrary.org/contest
for complete contest details.

— Stay Prepared: Use
one’s new library card to ac-
cess vital resources that can
help one and their family stay
informed and ready for any-
thing this hurricane season.

The Houston Public Li-
brary Foundation is the
advocate and fundraising
champion of the library sys-
tem. Prizes for this contest
have been generously spon-
sored by Houston Public Li-
brary’s Foundation.

FEMA assistance deadline nears

Continued from Page 1
What’s needed to apply?
— A current phone number
where one can be contacted.
—One’s address at the time
of the disaster and the address
where they are now staying.
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South
Belt
Graphics
X Printing
One stop for
all your
printing
needs:

* Business Forms

* Business Cards
* Custom
Letterheads
& Envelopes
* Wedding
Invitations

* Thank You Notes
* Menus
Directories

and much more!

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337
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— One’s Social Security
number.

— A general list of damage
and losses.

— Banking information if
one chooses direct deposit.

— If insured, the policy
number or the agent and/or
the company name.

For additional informa-
tion on applying for FEMA
assistance, visit disasterassis
tance.gov or call the FEMA
helpline at 800-621-3362
between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m.
Central time.

Affected residents may
also visit a FEMA Disaster
Recovery Center.

The following Harris
County recovery centers are

open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Saturday:

— Acres Homes Multi-Ser-
vice Center, 6719 W. Mont-
gomery Road.

—Denver Harbor Multi-
Service Center, 6402 Market
St.

— Felix L. Baldree Build-
ing, 13828 Corpus Christi St.

— Pasadena Convention
Center, 7902 Fairmont Park-
way in Pasadena.

— Thomas A. Glazier Se-
nior Education Center, 16600
Pine Forest Lane.

— Spring Spirit, 8526 Pit-
ner Road.

To see a complete list of
FEMA disaster recovery cen-
ters, visit fema.gov/drc.

more drivers.

Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1201159

State Farm" offers more discounts to

Get to a better State’.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East ® Houston, TX 77089
Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com
M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am
After Hours by Appointment

o StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Let’s

ELDER ABUSE

illion people
ver the age of 65 in Harris County, the

District Attorney’s Office urges you to

report those who hurt our elders.

Report abuse or suspected abuse to the
Houston Police Department at 311 and
Harris County Sheriff’s Office at 832-927-2975

OFFICE OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY
HARRIS COUNTY, TX
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Fueling job growth: San Jac College to offer training for biomanufacturing boom

By Neesha Hosein

Houston has a reputation
as a leader in gas, petro-
chemical, aerospace, health
and medicine, and research
and development and is now
opening new doors to the
burgeoning fields of biotech-
nology and biopharma.

San Jacinto College is an
exclusive provider of Nation-
al Institute for Bioprocessing
Research and Training-li-
censed programs.

“Houston already has a
number of biomanufactur-
ing companies, and many

will eventually relocate here,
so the region is primed and
ready for growth in this in-
dustry,” said Dr. Christopher
Wild, dean of health and nat-
ural sciences and executive
director of biotechnology.

In spring 2024, the col-
lege launched a series of
noncredit biomanufacturing
classes at the South campus,
providing corporate training
and onboarding for new hires
and existing workers in this
industry.

“It’s important to both
meet the current workforce

needs and train the anticipat-
ed future workforce,” Wild
said. “Regional biomanu-
facturing companies will be
able to look to us to deliver
this specialized training.”
Training focus
Eventually, the College
plans to offer an Associate
of Applied Science degree in
biomanufacturing technician,
a Level 1 certificate, and an
advanced skills certificate.
This area of study will reso-
nate with many, specifically
biology majors. For example,
biomanufacturing technicians

will participate in manufac-
turing human therapeutics
that are generated from bio-
logical systems. Graduates
could pursue positions in cut-
ting-edge medicine like vac-
cine manufacturing and cell
and gene therapies.

Students will learn theo-
retical concepts to better un-
derstand the scope and pur-
pose of the work, but focus
will be on the technical study
of manufacturing human
therapeutics, as in the hands-
on aspect. Although the pro-
gram will cover a broad spec-

trum, it will not be math and
science heavy.

Creating a robust training
program empowers the col-
lege to attract future bioman-
ufacturing companies to the
Houston area, creating more
job opportunities.

Preparing for the future

The college recently broke
ground on the new Center for
Biotechnology at the Genera-
tion Park campus. This state-
of-the-art facility, which is
being built in collaboration
with McCord Development
Inc., will provide compre-

hensive, hands-on training
with realistic good manufac-
turing practices  simulated
environments. The hope is to
be functional by 2025.

“This opens doors for
Generation Park students and
the community,” said Destry
Dokes, Generation Park cam-
pus provost. “It gives students
the opportunity to explore
this emerging field and learn
the foundational elements of
biomanufacturing and bio-
pharma. It also helps current
employees in that field who
are looking to upscale.”

Meador Elementary staff was treated with snacks and goodies
during the first week of school in appreciation of their dedica-
tion, enthusiasm and hard work. The staff members are always
thankful to community partners for their support. Pictured, left
to right, are Eric Riojas, paraprofessional; Lauryn Riojas, dyslex-
ia teacher; and Amanda Fronk, first-grade teacher getting their
snacks from the snack cart.

Meador Elementary celebrates first day of school
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Pictured are fourth-grade teachers Leslie Perez (left) Campus instructional coaches Derenda DeHoyos
and Amanda Johns enjoying their cookies donated by (left) and Connie Daumas chose Italian Ice treats
Macabaugh’s Cafe.

donated by CTC church.

Campus administrators left to right Kevin Fox, assistant principal; Tara Merida, coun-
selor; and Jennifer Chavez, principal dipped and topped ice cream for staff members.

teacher; Kacie Hedge third-grade teacher; and Melisa Hinojosa, second-grade teacher

with their cookies donated by a Meador parent.

San Jac also hosted a rib-
bon-cutting for the biomanu-
facturing training program at
the South campus. This pro-
gram marks the initiation of
the college’s comprehensive
biotechnology offerings, be-
ginning with an onboarding
certificate designed to equip
new professionals with the
skills and knowledge neces-
sary to seamlessly enter the
field.

The biomanufacturing
training program, a two-

week hybrid initiative, inte-
grates theoretical knowledge,
practical hands-on experi-
ence and exposure to indus-
try practices. Furthermore,
the program is customizable
to meet the specific training
needs of industry partners.
Future offerings will expand
to cover all aspects of bio-
manufacturing, specialized
instrumentation and equip-
ment training, and advanced
techniques, ensuring that San
Jacinto College remains at

the forefront of biotechno-
logical education.

“As we unveil the bio-
manufacturing training pro-
gram, we are taking a sig-
nificant step toward meeting
the growing demands of the
biotechnology sector right
now,” Wild said. “This pro-
gram is designed to provide a
seamless entry into the field
for new professionals, with
a focus on practical experi-
ence and exposure to indus-
try practices.”

CBHS speech and debate awarded

nament in September.
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Clear Brook High School speech and debate attended their first tournament of
the season, the Foster/Summer Creek Swing, at Foster High School the week-
end of Aug. 23. Pictured, left to right, are (front row) Surabhi Kashyap, Emily
Joseph, Elaina Joseph, (back row) Khang Ngo, Gregory Stuart, Victoria Con-
stanza, Alaina Van and Kendrick Toennies. In the first half of the swing, team
President Stuart placed fourth in Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking, earning
him three state points, as well as placing fourth in Impromptu Speaking. In the
latter half of the swing, Stuart secured a second place trophy in Impromptu
Speaking as well as placing sixth in Domestic Extemp Speaking, adding anoth-
er state point to his total. Additional successes were achieved by semifinalists
Kashyap and Ngo in Domestic Extemp Speaking, and Toennies in Foreign Ex-
temp Speaking. Next, the team will travel to Clear Falls for their annual tour-

New Covenant feeds needy

New Covenant Christian Church, 10603 Blackhawk, distributes food the second and
fourth Saturday of each month from noon to 1 p.m. or until supplies run out. The purpose
is to provide food for community people in need.

The next event is Sept.14. For information, call 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable

Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802
Hughes, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each Thursday as part of the weekly Coffee with the Con-

stable series.

The next event will be Thursday, Sept. 5, with another event happening the following

Thursday, Sept. 12.

For more information, call Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 713-419-

3545.

Remember When

45 years ago (1979)

South Belt residents and
county officials who were in-
vestigating why the area had
been experiencing flooding
set a town meeting to discuss
the problem.

Marcia Boyd, 5, was one
of seven finalists in the Dis-
ney disco contest sponsored
by Almeda Mall and radio
station KRLY. There were
115 area youth entered in the
contest.

40 years ago (1984)

Movie tickets were to be
awarded to Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District stu-
dents with perfect attendance
for the month.

The South Belt area went
along with the city of Hous-
ton in approving a $595 mil-
lion capital improvement
package.

Official approval of form-
ing a South Belt-Ellington
Chamber of Commerce was
given at an executive board
meeting, and officers were
elected.

35 Years ago (1989)

Houston Mayor Kathy
Whitmire backed off plans of
acquiring the unincorporated
areas of South Belt.

With a unanimous vote
by Harris County Commis-
sioners Court, the South Belt
community’s dream of a
courthouse and county library
cleared another hurdle with
the acceptance of the lease

agreement.
30 years ago (1994)
Chris Clark succeeded

Ralph Aulds Jr. as president
of the South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce.
Clark preceded Aulds as
chamber president as well.

Thompson  Intermediate
School cheerleader Audi Re-
sendez was crowned Teen
Miss in the Pasadena Rodeo
Pageant. Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate School cheerleader
Amanda Bergeron was first
runner-up.

25 years ago (1999)

Lisa T. Nguyen, a graduate
of Clear Brook High School,
won the title of Ms. Houston
and would be competing in
Orlando, Fla., for the national
title.

A 31-year-old man died as

aresult of an accident on Dix-
ie Farm Road near the Gulf
Freeway. He reportedly fell
between 85 and 90 feet from a
transmitter tower, which was
under construction.

20 years ago (2004)

A 16-year-old male Dobie
student was diagnosed with
tuberculosis. As a result, the
Harris County Public Health
and Environmental Services
screened approximately 230
students and 12 staff mem-
bers at the campus.

A home on Torrington
burned down after a citronella
candle was left burning on the
patio. The family had rushed
their daughter to the hospital
when she began choking on
candy and forgot to blow out
the candle.

Ben Meador, whose father
was the namesake for Meador

Elementary, was chosen as
San Jacinto College regent to
replace Dr. Parker Williams
who had unexpectedly died.
Kirkwood residents suc-
ceeded in getting Kirkglen
Street closed at Beltway 8.
After numerous incidents
of speeding cars and crash-
es into lawns, the residents
approached Councilmember
Addie Wiseman to have the
street closed. Fire and police
authorities were contacted
and approved the closure.
Susan  Blalock  was
named principal of the new
Morris Fifth Grade Center,
the second such campus at
PISD. The campus was cre-
ated as the result of Dobie
High School getting a new
facility and Beverly Hills
Intermediate moving into
the previous Dobie campus

after renovation.

Harris County Sheriff’s
deputies were investigating a
reported aggravated robbery
at the Jimmy Chang’s game-
room on Scarsdale. Witnesses
said two men with stockings
over their faces forced their
way into the room and broke
into several of the eight-lin-
er machines. The gameroom
itself was later the subject of
a raid by Harris County Vice
officers who removed gaming
machines and cash.

15 years ago (2009)

Houston City Councilman
Mike Sullivan held a town
hall meeting. Issues discussed
at the meeting included the
new Bracewell Library, the
new Sagemont community
center, low-income housing,
recycling, NASA funding and
road construction on South

Shaver, Hughes Road and
Monroe.

The 147th Reconnaissance
Wing of the Texas Air Na-
tional Guard named U.S. Air
Force Col. Kenneth Wisian as
its new interim commander.
Wisian previously served as
the commander of the 136th
Operations and Airlift group
out of Carswell Field, Fort
Worth.

Houston police reported
that four male suspects kicked
in the door of a residence in
the 11300 block of Sageva-
le and identified themselves
as police officers. Dressed
in all-black tactical gear, the
suspects tied up the home’s
residents as they rummaged
the house. One of the victims
managed to break free and
call 911. The suspects fled
as the police arrived. One

of the suspects fired a single
gunshot at police, but no one
was struck. The suspects left
behind an older model Ford
Crown Victoria with police
lights and a siren mounted on
top.
10 years ago (2014)

The state Supreme Court,
composed entirely of nine
Republican justices, said it
would not hear the case of
Judge George Risner against
the Harris County Republican
Party, despite a last-minute
appeal from the defendants.

5 years ago (2019)

San  Jacinto  College
opened its new Center for
Petrochemical, Energy and
Technology. Located on the
college’s central campus,
the new facility will provide
workforce training for the
area’s growing petrochem-
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ELLIE CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY

Meador Elementary

Larochelle Traylor.

ical industry. With 151,000
square feet of instructional
space, the center is the largest
petrochemical training facil-
ity in the Gulf Coast region.
The $60 million facility was
funded by the college’s $425
million 2015 bond referen-
dum.
1 year ago (2023)

Houston firefighters re-
sponded to a house fire
around 12:45 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 2, in the 9000 block of
North Jewel Bend near Fuqua
and Blackhawk. According
to Houston Fire Department
officials, the fire was unin-
tentional in nature, stemming
from an outdoor grill. The fire
caused an estimated $60,000
in damage. Firefighters were
able to save approximate-
ly $252,000 in property. No
injuries were reported. Fire-
fighters from stations 52, 23,
70, 36, 61 and 29 responded
to this incident.

AARP Webster sets meetings

AARP Webster Area Chapter 199 is hosting a meeting
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 12, at the Bay Area Com-
munity Center, 5002 E. NASA Parkway, Seabrook. The
meeting is in the large building with the blue roof inside
Clear Lake Park on the north side of NASA Parkway. One
is invited to come to meetings and to enjoy coffee, cookies,
and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. before the meetings start at 10
a.m. Each month a meeting is held with entertainment or a
speaker on various topics of interest to seniors and is fol-

lowed by a social activity.

On Thursday, Sept. 12 at the Bay Area Community
Center the speaker will be a representative from the AARP
Houston Chapter who will address downsizing and declut-
tering. The social event will be an indoor picnic. The cost
is $8 per person for a Raising Cane’s three-piece chick-
en finger dinner with Texas toast and their special dipping
sauce, a drink, chips and dessert. If one has not previously
signed up for this lunch, call Lynne Justis at 832-212-5417
to be assured of a meal on Sept. 12.

A bus trip will be held Wednesday, Oct. 23, with a tour

of Eternal Ghandhi Museum

Houston and lunch at Dixie

Deli. One must be a member of the local chapter to par-
ticipate in bus trips. Registration for this trip will be at the

Sept. 12 meeting.

If one is interested in joining AARP Chapter 199, annu-
al dues are $8 per year per person. However, one must be a
member of national AARP and show one’s current national
membership card to join any local chapter. AARP Chapters
are separately incorporated affiliates of AARP. For more
information, contact President Veronica Stanford at 409-
256-1195 or at veronica_stfrd46 @yahoo.com.

K

Family 1s why

~

Best wishes are sent Thursday, Sept. 5,
for a very special birthday to Ellie Flickinger
from husband David (Leader president);
mother Kina Reyes; daughter Natalie
and husband Jose Abarca; grandchildren
Kelvin Lopez, Noah and Elliana Abarca,
Isabella and husband Sebastian Delgado;
mother- and father-in-law Marie and David
Flickinger; family and friends; and staff at
the South Belt Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE

The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays
Sept. 5 through Sept. 11.

Burnett Elementary

Esmeralda Paredes is sent a birthday
greeting Sept. 5.

Frazier Elementary

Light the candles on a cake Sept. 6 for
Jessica Vela. Paula Golden and Betsy
Herrera enjoy a memorable birthday Sept. 8.
Bring out the cake and ice cream on Sept. 9
for Martha Lerma, Juana Huerta and Amie
Rodriguez.

Genoa Elementary

Yolanda Aranda enjoys a special birthday
Sept. 5. Best wishes for a wonderful birthday
Sept. 6 to Lucero Gonzalez.

Hancock Elementary
Nilda Chavez enjoys a birthday Sept. 5.

The day for a party for Lauren Riojas is
Sept. 8.
Moore Elementary
Sept. 10 is the day for Maria Molina to
enjoy cake and ice cream.
South Belt Elementary
Share a slice of birthday cake with Anh
Ton Sept. 5.
Melillo Middle School
Remember to wish Evelyn Lopez a happy
birthday Sept. 7.
Beverly Hills Intermediate
Break out the balloons and the birthday
cake Sept. 10 for America Mendoza. Blow
out the birthday candles for Jennifer Ciurca
Sept. 11.
Thompson Intermediate
Birthday greetings go out to Fallon Lynch
Sept. 5. Share a slice of birthday cake with
Ca-Lishea Woods Sept. 7. Christopher
celebrates a birthday Sept. 8.
Dobie High
Sept. 6 is the day for a party for Yvette
Betancourt. Light the candles on a cake
Sept. 7 for Ismael Garay. The day for a
double-layer cake for Dianne Berreth and
Alexis Gomez is Sept. 8. Celebrating a spe-
cial birthday Sept. 10 is Mildred Mathews.
Break out the birthday balloons and party
favors Sept. 11 for Shenitra Glosson and

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

Thursday, Sept. 5: London Shelton,
Stacy McNaughton and Cathy Tate;
Friday, Sept. 6: Coleen Terrell, Jennifer
Navarro, Titus Purdy, Robert Evans,
Jill Lambert, Debbie Bennett, Christina
Gordon, Candi Beasley and John Evans;
Saturday, Sept. 7: Gerard Dougherty,
Shaun Stevenson, Shelly Robinson, Perla
Gonzales, Leann Stokes, Edna Salinas,
Angie Hernandez and Yvette Rodriguez;
Sunday, Sept. 8: Scott Carpenter, Donna
Fress, Blades Barber, Joy Witt, Susan
Jackson, Deondre Corbin, Rick Coates,
Mike Kickirillo and Carl Heinrich; Monday,
Sept. 9: Sonny Salazar, Carolyn Simon,
Maria Aguilar, Jack Staudt, Martin Garcia
and Sarah Joseph; Tuesday, Sept. 10:
Shellie Ortiz, Veronica Adame, Robert
Resendez, Emily Auffarber, Suzy Krienitz,
Diane Hall, Christy Cobb and Charles
Monty; and Wednesday, Sept. 11: Kyle
Patterson, Amber Edwards, Sherrie
Hosek-Vandament, Phillip Ford and Dan
Sciba.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email birthday, anniversary, congratula-
tions, etc., to mynews @ southbeltleader.com
with OTBF in the subject line by Friday noon
for the next week’s publication.

‘We all feel the sa

agent, I can help

107 Landing Blvd

STATE FARM

@
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

INSURANCE
&

statefarm.com®

kP02640

WE DO IT ALL.

for our families. Asyour good neighbor
needs. Call me today.

Ann Brannen, Agent

League City TX 77573-3461
Bus: 281-332-0568
ann.brannen.b4sq@statefarm.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State FarmInsurance Companies+ Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

me commitment to care

you meet your insurance

STATE FARM IS THERE.®
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

Explosive plays define Longhorns’ 53-28 win over Wolverines

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

Getting a pair of explo-
sive plays for touchdowns
barely a half minute into
the game, Team 56, oth-
erwise known as the Do-
bie varsity football squad,
went on to defeat the Clear
Brook Wolverines 53-28
in the 2024 regular season
opener for both programs
Aug. 29 at Veterans Stadi-
um in Pasadena.

Dobie junior Marcus
Jones returned the opening
kickoft 93 yards down the
right sideline for a quick
6-0 lead for the Long-

horns.

Following the ensuing
kickoff to the Wolverines,
linebacker Michael Wil-
liams returned a fumble 15
yards for a touchdown on
Clear Brook’s first offen-
sive snap of the season for
a 12-0 lead just 32 seconds
into the game.

It was a memorable
start for Danny Fitzmorris
in his head coaching de-
but with Dobie, and also
quickly showed just how
quickly these Longhorns
can change the score-
board.

“There is no doubt that

Dobie tennis hosting
Remembering Ike 14

The Dobie High School
team tennis program will
present its 14th annual
Remembering Ike Invita-
tional as 16 schools from
across the region will
compete Sept. 6-7 at sev-
eral locations.

Clear Springs, last year’s
Burnt Orange and White
division champion, as well
as Fort Bend Austin, the
2023 White division tro-
phy hoister, are both back
to defend their crowns.

The field includes

Atascocita, host Dobie,
Clear Creek, Clear Falls,
Clear Springs, Dickinson,
Fort Bend Austin, Friend-
swood, Galveston Ball,
George Ranch, La Porte,
Nederland, Pearland,
Ridge Point, Texas City
and Willis.

The Burnt Orange di-
vision includes George
Ranch at Clear Creek,
Atascocita at Clear
Springs, Dobie at Friend-
swood and Nederland at
Clear Falls.

Toner places seventh;
leads Pioneer runners

Junior Reid Toner led
the way for the Lutheran
South Academy varsity
boys’ cross-country pro-
gram at the Cooper Drag-
on Invitational at Bur-
roughs Park in Tomball,
capturing seventh place
overall in the Division I
Elite two-mile race, post-
ing a time of 9 minutes,
54.68 seconds.

Andrew  Wasserman,
a junior at St. John’s,
was the gold medalist at
9:41.25, and several oth-
ers, including Toner, fol-
lowed closely.

A time of 10:11.69
placed Pioneer sopho-
more Jeremy Gaitan 12th,
and Josh Gaitan was in at
10:24.97 for the 19th-best
finish.

Theron Ayala earned
a time of 11:19.20 as
the sophomore was 37th

overall, and a clocking
of 11:43.86 placed LSA
sophomore Nicholas Pena
47th as the Pioneers were
fourth as a team.

In the varsity girls’ Di-
vision II two-miler, the
Pioneers’ Jayde Barefield
paced her team as the
freshman was 12th in a
time of 13:36.31.

Juniors Carys Rodri-
guez and Elisabeth Her-
genrader were 23rd and
24th, respectively, with
Rodriguez in at 14:35.17
and Hergenrader a stride
back at 14:35.56.

Lutheran South’s other
two official scorers were
senior Cassidy Pfeiffer,
25th with a finish of
14:41.68, and junior Jem-
ma Riekert, who with a
time of 14:56.60 placed
31st as the Pioneers were
fourth as a team.

Las

o

Haciendase
MEXICAN BARYEIGRILEE
ELEEE EE EEAEE EE A EE EE EE

Nasa Io%atipnshas moved

pening Soon

316 W. Nasa Pkwy.

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!
Gift Cards * Party Rooms ¢ Lunch & Daily Specials
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt * 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

NASA - 281-557-3500 316 W. Nasa Parkway
League City ¢ 281-334-2175 2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150
Stafford < 281-240-3060 12821 Southwest Frwy.

Choose DAN'’S to Dinel

Danosaurus
30-inch, 1-topping pizza $39.99
Everyday Carryout Specials $9.99

16-inch, single-topping or
12-inch, 3-topping
2 pizza slices & a canned soda $6

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pickup

281-369-9000

12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.
11 am.to 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

after the first 32 seconds,
I thought this stuff (being
a head coach) was pretty
easy,” Fitzmorris joked.

“The guys made some

big plays early on to get
us out of the gate quickly.
It’s always great to make
some big plays early to get
some momentum going.”

Clear Brook, which has
now dropped three straight
in the series against the
Longhorns, showed how
they can score in a hurry,

too. In the third quarter
after trailing 40-7 at half-
time, the Wolverines out-
scored Dobie 21-7.

Clear Brook starting
quarterback Jayden Dans-
by, whose fumble led to
that quick defensive score
for the Longhorns in the
opening minute, brought
his team back from that
early 12-0 deficit with a
70-yard touchdown run at
the 10:25 mark of the first
quarter.

But just like that, the
Longhorns struck on their
first offensive play of the
season as star tailback
Cameron Mathews burst
his way through the middle
of the Wolverine defense

Cameron Mathews
(2) had three rushing
touchdowns in the first
half as the Longhorns
built themselves a 40-7
lead at the intermis-
sion. The big first half
allowed Dobie to down
Clear Brook 53-28 at
Veterans Stadium in
Pasadena.

Photo by David Flickinger

Previously a Pasadena ISD record holder at both

the seventh- and eighth-grade levels while at Beverly
Hills Intermediate, Dobie freshman Cruz Jasso has
already shown that he can compete very well at the
varsity level. His second-place finish at the Goehring
Invitational Aug. 30 helped lead the Longhorns to

Lauren Garza collected plenty of medals during
a 2023 season in which she became the first Dobie
girls’ runner in many years to qualify for the state
cross-country meet, and she was impressive at the
Goehring Invitational Aug. 30, finishing second

the team championship.

JFD runners excel

Dobie freshman Cruz
Jasso emphatically an-
nounced his arrival on

the  varsity  division
cross-country scene Aug.
30, finishing second

overall while leading the
Longhorns to the team
championship at South
Houston High School’s
annual Charlie Goehring
Invitational.

Racing at the familiar

Crenshaw Park in Pasade-
na, very often the home of
Pasadena ISD intermedi-
ate division cross-country
races, Jasso completed
the Goehring 5,000-me-
ter course at 16 minutes,
25.40 seconds for the indi-
vidual silver medal.

Texas City’s Amisadai
Yanez was the gold med-
alist at 16:04.42.

Placing three of its

overall.

at Goehring invite

qualifying finishers with-
in the top eight places and
the other two in the top 18,
Dobie walked away with
its first team champion-
ship in several years.

In the varsity girls’
5,000-meter event, Do-
bie star Lauren Garza
was second overall in a
time of 19:26.83 as she
paced the Longhorns to a
fourth-place team finish.

CCISD’s Crawford is a hall of famer

year career, see Page 8.

Pamela Crawford, the former longtime varsity girls’ basketball head coach
at both Clear Brook and Clear Springs high schools, will be inducted into
the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame as part of its Class of 2025.
For more about Crawford and her achievements as part of a brilliant 37-

Photo by Andy Tolbert

Shadow Creek freshman
Anisa Mercado was in at
19:18.33 for the individual
gold medal.

Dobie boys coast

After his team finished
third overall behind a pair
of 2023 regional quali-
fiers the previous week,
Dobie boys’ head coach
Stephen Cross hinted that
the Longhorns could very
well be in line for a special
season.

Given Dobie’s perfor-
mance at Crenshaw Park
the secret just very well
might be out. The team is
simply off to an eye-open-
ing start to the 2024 sson.
Dobie topped 16 other
programs at the Goehring
Invitational for the cham-
pions’ hardware, posting
a low of 44 based on the
finishes of its top five
qualifiers. Goose Creek
Memorial’s tally of 66 was
second-best.

Continued on Page 6

for a 75-yard touchdown
dash as the scoreboard lit
up yet again.

Following the conver-
sion kick from Martin
Ramos, the Longhorns led
19-7 at 10:13 of the first
quarter.

A holding call with just
over five minutes to go in
the opening quarter negat-
ed what would have been
a 49-yard scoring run for
Clear Brook’s Ja’Darrell
Brooks.

Instead, the Wolverines
punted and the Longhorns
proceeded to go on an
80-yard scoring march,
capped by junior De’Mar-
cus Hodges’ 6-yard touch-
down run with 12 seconds
to go in the first quarter.

After 12 minutes of big
plays on both sides, the
Longhorns found them-
selves up 26-7 heading
into the second quarter.

Mathews weaved his
way through the Wolver-
ine defense en route to a
31-yard touchdown run
as he lifted the Longhorns
to a 33-7 lead early in the
second quarter.

The scoreboard re-
mained the same until
Mathews, the 22-6A Most
Valuable Player a season
ago, went 90 yards with
just over a minute to go to
score his third touchdown
of the half and lift the
Longhorns to a 40-7 lead
at the break.

Mathews played in the
first half and did not return
after the intermission. The
senior went for 223 yards
on just eight totes.

Fitzmorris praised both
Mathews’ tremendous
ability and leadership as a
team co-captain after the
opener.

“Cameron Mathews is a
tremendous football play-
er, and we are very happy
to have him leading our
program,” Fitzmorris said.

More Buyers.
More Sellers.
More SOLD.
#1 in South Belt.

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

~~. THE EXPERIENCE

\")

THE NAME YOU TRUST.
281.464-SOLD (7653)

“He made some explo-
sive plays in the first half,
and we know that from
an offensive standpoint
we’re going to go as far
as Cameron Mathews
takes us.

“He’s a co-captain for a
reason, and in the second
half he was a great team-
mate. We truly appreciate
his presence out there.”

The pace of play was a
bit slower in the final 24
minutes.

Dansby threw a touch-
down pass to Jerick Ervin
in the second half for the
Wolverines, with Dansby
completing 10 of 20 pass-
es for 204 yards. Jayden
Price had four catches for
113 yards and a score.

Continued on Page 6

school year.

As for the Bears’

to 12:45 p.m.

via cash-only purchase.

BHI Community Day

The Beverly Hills Intermediate athletic depart-
ment is finalizing plans for its preseason activities
involving the South Belt community.

The Bears’ athletic department has shifted the date
for the annual Beverly Hills Intermediate Commu-
nity Day, which this year will be held Sept. 7, from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The school’s football and volleyball
programs will both be involved with scrimmage ac-
tion during the day as the community is invited to
come out and see what the Bears have in store for the

On the field, the Bears’ seventh-grade teams will
scrimmage from 9 to 9:45 a.m., followed by eighth-
grade scrimmage action from 11 to 11:45 a.m.
volleyball teams, the sev-
enth-grade groups will scrimmage from 10 to 10:45
a.m., followed by the eighth-grade action from noon

During the Community Day, Bears’ fans will have
a chance to purchase a variety of team apparel items,
including spirit shirts, backpacks, bucket hats and
more. Concessions will be available during the event

Ask about our
Introductory
Specials

v'Homework assistance
/Evening Karate Classes
/Self Defense Classes

Join our' martial arts family today/
USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
/ Licensed after school program, v Mighty-Mights Program

PEADLAKD 835 T3i-9004_HOUSTON 381-sla 9004

(Ages 3-5)
¥ School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up);

We pick up from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, and
Pearland ISD Schools
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Laura Yandell
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Auto

Mon. -

The Works
Includes

¢ Underbody Rinse
* Wheel Cleaning
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Hand Drying

© Install New Oil Filter
© Complete Chassis Lube
o Check Brake Fluid
 Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

Service Center
& Car Wash

Now HiriNG CasHiErs, Car Wasu NOW available!!

PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS

Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax

°50

*Monthly

radius™*

* Rain-Guard

*MonNTHLY UNLIMITED WaAsH PLaNs (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
o Check &Fill Transmission Fluid
o Check Air Pressure in all Tires
o Check Gear Boxes

o Check Battery Fluid

 Vacuum Interior

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com
No need to wait
shuttle service

**shuttle service
only available
within a 5 mile

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Check & Fill Windshield Washer

o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
* Check Breather Element

Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Qil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 9/21/24.

Off Auto

$1 0 Alignment

With coupon only. No reproductions.
Not valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

(Between 1-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945 :
“Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

—
ISLAND BREEZE

Express
Exterior

* Wash

« High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

20

*Monthly

*35

*Monthly

$49.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash

* Check PCV Valve

 Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
o Check Belts

 Check Wiper Blades
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Chris Lopez, the veteran of the Dobie crew and a regional meet contender, was
seventh overall at 16 minutes, 49.72 seconds.

Freshman Jordan Roman has been impressive as to begin his high school ca-
reer, placing ninth overall at the Goehring event in a time of 16 minutes, 58.92
seconds.

Dobieboys’ cross-country wins

Continued from Page 5

Jasso, who set Pasade-
na ISD records at both the
seventh and eighth grade
levels while a student at
Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate, has already shown
that he has what it takes to
do great things at the high
school level.

Chris Lopez, the vet-
eran of the Dobie crew
and a standout in his own
right, was seventh overall
at 16:49.72.

Freshman Jordan Ro-
man has been impressive

as well to begin his high
school career, placing
ninth overall at the Goeh-
ring event in a time of
16:58.92.

The Longhorns’ other
qualifiers included junior
Johan Villavicencio, 14th
at 17:41.07, and senior
Carlos Salazar, who was
20th overall at 17:53.65.

Lauren G. rolls

Time will tell what Lau-
ren Garza does for an en-
core during her final sea-
son after reaching state in
2023, but she is also out of

the gate quickly after a ter-
rific run at Crenshaw Park.

Behind Garza, Dobie’s
Leyla Martinez, also a se-
nior, was 17th overall in a
time of 22:14.38.

A time of 23:54.10
placed Longhorn junior
Isaura Correa 38th, and
senior Mariah Medina
earned 46th place for a
time of 24:09.61.

Dobie’s fifth official
qualifier was freshman
Destiny Sidiropoulos,
who was 56th in a time of
24:47.

South Belt
football
[ ] [ ]
predictions | ms ;
Jhn Bechtle Emory Gadd Troy Leland Stephen Sutton Debbie Vaughn
Dobie at Klein Dobie Dobie Dobie Dobie Dobie
Atascocita at Katy Atascocita Atascocita Atascocita Atascocita Atascocita
LaPorte at Kingwood La Porte Kingwood Kingwood La Porte Kingwood
Dickinson at CE King Dickinson Dickinson CE King Dickinson Dickinson
CI Brook at
AldirelirEisr;;)ho:ver Clear Brook Eisenhower Eisenhower Eisenhower Eisenhower
George Ranch at Clear Falls Clear Falls George Ranch Clear Falls Clear Falls Clear Falls
Deer Park at The Woodlands Woodlands Woodlands Woodlands Woodlands Woodlands
Pasadena vs Sam Rayburn Rayburn Rayburn Pasadena Rayburn Pasadena
North Shore at Crowley North Shore North Shore North Shore North Shore North Shore
Luth South at
Hl;dee:’?;k OBl;pﬁzt Hyde Park Baptist | Hyde Park Baptist | Lutheran South Lutheran South Lutheran South
Last Week’s Results 7-3 6-4 8-2 5-5 9.1
Season record 7-3 6-4 8-2 5-5 9.1

Big first half carries Longhorns past Clear Brook

Continued from Page 5

Hodges scored his sec-
ond touchdown of the
game on a 39-yard scam-
per as Dobie led 46-21.
Hodges had 116 yards
rushing on 12 carries in
the game.

Later in the game,
Dansby went eight yards
for a Wolverine touch-
down with just over 5 min-
utes to play.

Dobie connected for a
touchdown through the air
with 37 seconds to play as
quarterback Will Joiner
III found receiver James

-

e AT
.

Spivey just inside the end
zone for a 20-yard score.
The Longhorns rushed for
432 yards in the game.

There will be things to
clean up for the Longhorns
heading into week two at
Klein and beyond. Dobie
allowed 205 yards rushing
and 210 more through the
air.

As is usually the case
to open any season, there
were ups and downs in
the conversion game, and
the Longhorns probably
would have liked to have
performed better as it re-

lates to run defense.

Still, the final score
shows that the Longhorns
truly have the ability to put
together something spe-
cial.

“Demarcus Hodges
also had some big runs for
us,” Fitzmorris said. “We
did an outstanding job in
the run game, but we can
always do a better job. It
was a great start for our
group, and we look for-
ward to building upon that
next week against a very
good Klein team.

“Defensively, it’s about

Dobie linebacker Desmond Talib made a big stop for a short gain by Clear
Brook’s Ja’Darrell Brooks (5) in the first half of the Longhorns’ season-opening
win Aug. 29 at Pasadena ISD’s Veterans Stadium, but the Wolverines otherwise

had plenty of success in the ground game.

Photos by David Flickinger

maintaining gap integrity.
We had some guys trying
to help other guys with
their jobs, which left us
out of position on some
plays.

“But we also have to
give Clear Brook credit.

“They did a great job
of running the football
and coming back. They
outscored us in the third
quarter and really made a
game of it. I thought Clear
Brook had the best group
that I’ve seen from them in
three seasons. We certain-
ly wish them the best mov-

ing forward.”
Debut complete

A Dobie graduate and
standout defensive play-
er in the late 90s with the
Longhorns, Fitzmorris
is the first Dobie alum in
program history to return
as head coach. His parents,
Mary Beth and Tom Fitz-
morris are both deceased
but were on his mind as
Fitzmorris returned to the
sideline at Veterans Stadi-

um.
“I thought about my
mother during the game,”
“It was

Fitzmorris said.

L T M T T

actually her birthday
(Aug. 29). I know her and
my dad would have loved
to have been there watch-
ing us compete out there
on the field in my first
game as head coach.”

“All of the credit goes
to the kids and my great
staff that we put together.
It was great to get out of
the gate with a win, and
we know we can do so
much more.

“We’re looking forward
to getting after it against
Klein and just getting bet-
ter every day.”

The Longhorns’ Demarcus Hodges (21) had a 6-yard scoring run in the first

half in an eventual 53-28 win over Clear Brook, including corners Thurston
Roberson (7) and Jaiden Nation (10). Hodges rushed for more than 100 yards

in the victory.

(1 &
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Dobie senior defensive lineman Hunter Stacey, (left), is shown with his broth-
er, Luke Stacy, following the Longhorns’ big victory over Clear Brook Aug. 29
at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. The Stacy brothers are both former long-
time members of the Sagemont Cowboys youth football organization. The
Cowboys celebrated the appearance of many of their former players at the
game. Dobie’s football program is now led by first-year head coach Danny
Fitzmorris, a former Cowboy player himself.

3 T i

Members of the Sagemont Cowboys’ program were in attendance to support former
longtime Cowboys’ player Danny Fitzmorris (third from left) as he debuted as Dobie’s
varsity football head coach Aug. 29 at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. The Longhorns
got out to a fast start and went on to defeat Clear Brook 53-28, and the Fitzmorris fami-
ly, including Fitzmorris’ wife, Jessica; daughter, Ella; and son, Thomas celebrated after

the game.

Former Cowboys’ standouts Bobby Beynaerts (left) and his nephew, Jordan Hernan-
dez, met postgame after their Pearland Oilers’ varsity football team lost a tough one
to Fulshear Aug. 30 at The Rig. Beynaerts, now the Oilers’ defensive coordinator, is a
Dobie graduate. Hernandez starred at Thompson Intermediate in both football and
track and field and is now a junior at Pearland, where he has also been a member of

Sagemont Cowboys’ organization celebrates former players during varsity football opening weekend

JILERS
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two state-qualifying baseball programs with the Oilers.
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ERVICE

SOUTH BELT

281-484-1818

www. Southbeltair.com

GET IT

A/C & HEATING INC.

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Free Estimates on New Equipment

Amertcam Stamdord.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

4403 F.M.2351

TACLB26543E

TODAY!

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

We service all major home appliances.
Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

Same DAy SERvicE

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally
friendly services

with your
children and pets’

safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator
B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

whs 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

A/C Systems
on Sale Now

Call for Free Estimates.

A
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
ey

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

Serving
South Belt
since 1978

e Vinyl » Hardi Board Siding
@« Replacement & Storm

Windows
=iz [iriMsslll WINNER OF BEST ROOFING
COMPANY IN BAY AREA

bl L.l Warranty

=T 281-481-9683

713-643-7228
2 Ruben Mufioz - MPL 17449 Q

J° ™= =m =mmCOUPON ™= == =m

|$200 oFF FOUNDATION I

REPAIR OR
(on jobs $2,500 & up) SEWER REPAIR I

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
I I N I BN BN B .

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
= - 281-479-5247 Y

i=E] FREE ESTIMATES —r—

LAWN & GARDEN

Licensed, Insured,
Affordable

“ADRIANS—
\?\E\'E‘SERVI CES. Coppy © Free Estimates ®

sEro(essitFJ‘nal Trinlmtliing,
713-501-0184 Iggllgﬁah:r:n ?\)l’ﬁléhi%ss

Arbor King Tree Service
«Tree Removal « Tree Topping * Trimming
« Thinning Out * Elevating * Stump Grinding
e Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 832-660-3622 we will work with you

Triple M Plumbing
281-455-1175

f - Melvm D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs

ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

e Genie ®Craftsman eLift Master ® Chamberlain

After Hours Plumbing Service

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer ¢ Water Heaters ¢ Drains
Leaks ¢ Water  Repairs * Gas

I $75 OFF Any Service w/coupon :

Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Espanol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

=== www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

frave

£3
HBB
ape
MEMBER

LEWIS

l}llIISTHllI}IIl]II TX
| o EST. 1991

Residential Remodeling
iR

Myron Lewis, Owner

“ 713.944.5257

Lewisconstructiontx.com

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

( R
BONANZA SUMMER
AIR & HEAT® | cHECK-UP
281-922-5665 TIME!

Someone You Can Trust e NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems

Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$

Sosdon Financing Available ~  TACLB002755C
A {ordtioning & Hestng
ELECTRIc| [ | OPEZ
ot
et OVERHEAD
* Mot Fecican DOORS

« Insured

« TECL#21246
281-484-8542 &
low s wor auary  BEE

oo We accept most major credit cards.  MEMBER

Serving Greater Houston
¢ A
The Handyman Can.

Lst the

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

Residential & Commercial
New Garage Door Installation & Repair

24 Hour
Emergency Service 713-953-1697

A & M PAINTING

« PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING » SHEETROCK

* TAPE & FLOAT » DEMOLITION * HAULING » FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

JT Garage Door Systems

Repair, Replace, Install
Over 20 Years of Experience

Free

Estimates LiftMaster

261661 7607
BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

* All Tax Preparations
¢ Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

231-481-4184

LEADER READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks;
Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

MISCELLANEOUS
HILTON FURNITURE.

CAREGIVER. | have 9
years experience. Can

Call or text 832-297-3082.
9-19

tion, pressure washing
and wood fences. Call

Serving over 27 yrs. 12100
Gulf Frwy., Hou., 77034.
Mattress clearance - $99
twin mattress or $149 full
mattress. Offering free
delivery to the South Belt
area. Call Today - 832-
857-4881. 9-5
SENIOR CARE
'M A PROFESSIONAL

provide companionship,
meal prep and light
housekeeping. Please
call Kelly Garay at 615-
440-2512. 9-19
IN-HOME HELP FOR
SENIORS. Offering per-
sonal care, transporta-
tion, meal preparation
and light housekeeping.

SERVICE

346-577-3347. 10-31

CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical,
plumbing & painting,
replace/repair. No Job
Too Small. 281-948-8887.

11-21
LAWN & TREE SERVICE.
Tree removal, trimming
and care. Muich installa-

PRESSURE WASHING!
Free Estimates. Call
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V.s, etc. We also clean
solar panels. Time for
cleaning. Free Estimates!

10-31

f General repairs

| 713.701.7400

f ; Fences, Decks, Painting &

Work done right at the right price

|® Serving southbelt and surrounding areas.

S eadsr é&ffz
with your
ac[a&zﬁéiéng.

Call 281-

J
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481-5656
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Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement

281-480-8898

“'Big Edd’s

“When Excellence Counts”

Garage Doors & Openers

713-784-4238

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill,”
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United
Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland — Check
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832- 293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time
kitchen. Open Tues. — Sat., 9 a.m. — 4 p.m,,
204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at
713-472-0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m.
-4 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) -
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway,
Pearland, or at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300
for more information. Meets Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vig-
ilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E.
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presby-
terian Church (youth building). For details,
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com
or https://nastuff.com/. Meets Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group -
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 9
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family mem-
bers and friends of problem drinkers/addicts
share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are
not alone, and discover choices available.
For details, call 281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous - meets at
CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For
details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

7:30 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill.”
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum
— See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom
— All services are live and Zoom online. For
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30
a.m. Saturday service, Judaism classes, film
series, and lunch with the Rabbi, visithttps://
www.shaarhashalom.org.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church — offers a
knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-479-
7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
8 a.m./ 10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church — has worship Tuesday at 11:30
a.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, Book
of Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m.
and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd.
(in back of a medical/retail community). For
details, call 281-479-7285 and leave a mes-
sage, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery — A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids
Chapel at Life Church, 5125 Preston Ave.
Pasadena, TX 77505. Call 713-419-2635 for
details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous See Friday’s
notice.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) -
Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s noon
notice.
1:30 — 3 p.m.Ballroom Dancing - at
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League
City Parkway, League City, 77573, is open.
Neva and Bill Schroder coordinate
Wednesday sessions for casual ballroom
dancing (not dance lessons). Park activity
cardholders attend free. Call 281-554-1180
for details.
5 p.m. New Directions Singles — Age 55
and older meets the first and third Mondays
for a potluck dinner with activities and/or
guest speakers at Webster Presbyterian
Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway. For further
information, call Jill at 646-489-4367.

6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 — Meets Monday
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join the fun and
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Email huff_reunion@juno.com
for info.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly) — #0683 Friendswood chapter meets
at Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 N.
Friendswood Dr. in the educational bldg.,
room 201. For information, call Lynette Rin-
grose at 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau
at 713-875-8820.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance
Group, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway
(FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian
Church (youth building). For details, call
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or
https://nastuff.com/. Meets Monday-Friday.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — St. Luke’s
12-Step Recovery, open meeting Mondays,
in the Education Bldg. in room 4, 11011 Hall
Rd., For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479
or Rita at 281-309-2801.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill.”
See Thursday’s notice.
10 a.m. CCART - The Clear Creek
Association of Retired Teachers meets the
second Tuesday, monthly, Sept.-May, 9:30 to
11:30 a.m., Bay Area Community Center,
5002 NASA Parkway in Seabrook near
Landolt Pavilion. Texas-retired school
employees from surrounding school districts
welcome. Annual dues are $50.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — See Thursday’s notice.
10:30 a.m. Tri County Republican Women
— General meetings are held the second
Tuesday, except June and July, Golfcrest
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr.,
Pearland. Lunch available for $20. Exact
cash or a check requested. To RSVP, visit
www.tricountyrw.club/.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church —
See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 — 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston
Toastmasters — The Southeast Houston
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally with the exception of the second and
fourth Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at sehous
ton.toastmastersclubs.org. In-person
address 10500 Scarsdale Blvd. (SB
Chamber of Commerce). Visit the website
or call Karen Nunn, at (832) 722-9061 for
information.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — See
Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill.”
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — See Thursday’s notice.
Carmeliters — a nondenominational senior
citizen social group meeting at St. Bernadette
Catholic Church, 15500 ElI Camino Real, in
Clear Lake on the first and third Wednesdays
for a time filled with fun, fellowship, lending
library with books and puzzles, coffee and
bingo. The meetings are open to those ages
55 and older, with no dues. Day trips and
extended trips available. Deposits are now
being taken for Poland For details, call Marilyn
at 713-444-6744.
Noon Ballroom Dancing — A ballroom dance
group welcomes visitors every Wednesday to
enjoy free dancing from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. at
Hometown Heroes Park Ballroom, 1001 East
League City Parkway, League City. Everyone
is welcome to enjoy dancing to a selection of
CD music provided by DJ Neva Schroder and
guest DJ’s. This weekly dance does not
include lessons. Free lessons are taught by
Jerry Sanford at the same location on
Mondays from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. While these
opportunities are free and provided by volun-
teers, the park system requires participants to
register and get an activity card for all park
activities. For more information about the
activity card, one may ask at the front desk or
call 281-554-1180.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church — See
Sunday’s notice.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — See Friday’s
notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous - See
Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, JULY 25

7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill,”
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United
Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland — Check
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832- 293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time
kitchen. Open Tues. — Sat., 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.,
204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at
713-472-0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m.
-4 p.m.
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Crawford named to Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame class

The Texas High School
Basketball Hall of Fame
announced Aug. 14 that
it will grow by eight with
the addition of the Class of
2025.

The incoming group
of inductees is comprised
of four coaches and four
standout players who are
being recognized for their
achievements on the court
and their overall influence
on the game of basketball
in the Lone Star State.

The new members will
be inducted at a banquet

May 10, 2025, at the Hil-
ton San Antonio Airport
Hotel during the annual
Texas Association of Bas-
ketball Coaches Clinic.
The coaching inductees
are Tommy Aldridge, for-
mer longtime Clear Brook
and Clear Springs varsi-
ty girls’ basketball head
coach Pamela Crawford,
Stan Leech and Danny
Nix. The players include
Krista Gerlich, Greg Kite,
Darryn  Shearmire and
LaQuan Stallworth.
“Excellence is the best

word to describe the Tex-
as High School Basket-
ball Hall of Fame Class of
2025, said TABC Exec-
utive Director Johnnie B.
“Hawk” Carter.

“These eight men and
women have left a lasting
legacy on the high school
hardwood with their victo-
ries, records and honors.

“They have also been
great off-the-court ambas-
sadors for basketball both
within and outside the
state of Texas.”

The Leader caught up

with Crawford, who has
remained within Clear
Creek ISD as a substitute
instructor, about her career
and Hall of Fame induc-
tion.

Before she played such
a key role in the develop-
ment of generations of
young student athletes
both on and off the court,
Crawford herself was a
star basketball player at
the legendary Deridder
High School in Deridder,
La., where she attended
from 1975-1976 through

Bobby Allen was an original South Houston Hall of Honor of Fame. The South Houston High School Alumni Asso-
inductee in 2011. He is also a member of the Pasadena ISD ciation will soon honor Allen as the recipient of the 2024
Athletics Hall of Fame and the Texas Tech Athletics Hall David M. Ainsworth Alumni Spirit Award.

Trojan great Allen gets Ainsworth award

By Al Carter

Sixty years ago, Bobby
Allen stood on the sideline
with his South Houston High
School teammates wondering
if anyone standing near him
even knew his name. Allen
may have had a point about
his name. But he did have a
number.

On his football jersey —
No. 21.

And it changed his life.

A sudden call to replace
an injured player led to a
Cinderella finish for Allen’s
senior season, a scholarship
opportunity to play college
football at Texas Tech and a
level of personal motivation
that led to a successful busi-
ness career.

Through it all, Allen never
forgot where it started. And
he’s never been reluctant to
give something back.

“If it will help South
Houston High School,” Allen
says, “I'm glad to do it.”

Recognizing his gener-
osity to the school over the
years, the South Houston
High School Alumni Asso-
ciation is pleased to honor
Allen as the recipient of the
2024 David M. Ainsworth
Alumni Spirit Award.

The award is presented
annually to a South Houston
alumnus who has made sig-
nificant contributions to the
goals of the Alumni Associa-
tion.

Allen, a 1965 South Hous-
ton graduate and the school’s
first all-state football play-
er, has provided funding for
a variety of programs and
initiatives over the years, in-
cluding the football team.

Of special interest to Tro-
jan alumni, Allen provided
the funding necessary to es-
tablish the Hall of History —
the South Houston campus
museum — which opened in
2016.

A display in the museum

l$200 OFF
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honors Allen for his support
of the project.

“It’s safe to say that with-
out Bobby Allen, we wouldn’t
have a campus museum,” said
Al Carter, a member of the
Alumni Association board.

Allen will be honored
during a campus ceremony at
homecoming on Sept. 20. All
alumni and interested guests
are invited to participate in
the school’s open house ac-
tivities that day.

The school will open to
visitors at 9 a.m. The muse-
um will be open throughout
the day with tours scheduled
of both the museum and the
school.

Three other alumni and
two former faculty mem-
bers will be inducted into
the school’s Hall of Honor
during a lunchtime ceremo-
ny in the Reinartz Center on
campus.

Allen was an original Hall
of Honor inductee in 2011.
He is also a member of the
Pasadena ISD Athletics Hall
of Fame and the Texas Tech
Athletics Hall of Fame.

Allen played subvarsity
football at South Houston un-
til his senior season in 1964.
His status was such that his
name wasn’t even included
among the Trojan starters in
the football program.

Then, early in the season,
the Trojans’ starting halfback
went out with an injury. Har-
ry Morgan, South Houston’s
coach, scanned the bench in
search of a replacement.

He spotted a jersey that
matched the position (No.
21) and waved the occupant —
Bobby Allen — into the game.

Allen promptly ran onto
the field — and straight into
the lexicon of state football

fans.

He rushed for 1,084 yards
on only 170 carries that sea-
son — finishing only 55 yards
behind Spring Branch rush-
ing star Chris Gilbert, who
went on to earn All-America
fame at Texas.

Following the season, Al-
len was named a first-team
all-state player, the first in
South Houston history.

Recruited by nearly four
dozen schools, he signed
with Tech. Switched to wide
receiver, Allen led the Red
Raiders in receiving in 1968.
After graduation, he devel-
oped a wide array of business
interests, most notably in the
production of concrete con-
struction materials.

“For me, football was the
start of where reality kicked
in,” Allen says.

“It taught me to do what I
was supposed to be doing in
my life. It gave me the op-
portunity to look at the whole
picture of things and to take
the right direction. My di-
rection now has been to help
younger people wherever I
could.”

His contributions to South
Houston over the years
amount to tens of thousands
of dollars.

Former players still recall
his motivational speeches al-
most as a part of the school’s
football tradition. The main
practice field at the school is
named in his honor.

The Ainsworth Award is
named after its first recipient,
David Ainsworth, a member
of the Class of 1968 who
helped build and strength-
en social media connections
for his class and other South
Houston alumni until he suc-
cumbed to cancer in 2013.

1978-1979.

As a freshman at De-
ridder, Crawford was part
of the school’s 1976 girls’
state championship bas-
ketball squad and went on
to become a district Most
Valuable Player by her se-
nior season.

Collegiately, Crawford
played at Stephen F. Aus-
tin University under the
guidance of Sue Gunter,
who coached with the
1980 Team USA women’s
Olympic basketball squad.
Crawford also played at
Louisiana Tech Universi-
ty, where the team made
the NCAA Final Four in
Los Angeles in 1984.

Yet even as she grad-
uated college, Crawford
didn’t really know what
she wanted to do profes-
sionally. She says she
caught the coaching bug
after she helped with some
summer camps, and at that
point felt like she could
make a difference.

After a stop at Nacog-
doches High School to
begin her career, Crawford
was a junior varsity coach
at Crosby High School
and then eventually led the
Cougars to the state tour-
nament in 1996 as head
coach.

A friend told Crawford
about the opening at Clear
Brook High School, a
job she admits she never
thought she would get, and
the rest is history.

In total, Crawford
coached for 37 years and
put together an exception-
ally impressive resume.

The wins and losses
over the years perhaps
blend into the fabric in
time, but there’s little
doubt that Crawford pos-
itively affected the lives
of generations of players
both on and off the court
throughout her career.

“When I was younger,
I never consided the im-
pression that I was making
in other people’s lives, but
it’s easier to look at things
when it’s all said and done
and realize that maybe you
did some good things,’
Crawford said.

“Brooke McCarty, one
of my former players at
Clear Springs, recently
received an award here in
town.

“In  her acceptance
speech, she used one of
the important quotes that I
always used with the play-
ers.

“It was a pretty special
moment to realize the dif-
ference that you’ve made
with your players. You
don’t always see it at the
time, but players come
back and tell you or they
show you through their
experiences that you did
something good in their
life. That’s something to
certainly be proud of.”

Crawford spoke of the
tough decision she had to
make when it came time to
leave Clear Brook for the
opportunity to start from
scratch at Clear Springs.

She said that she was
concerned about leav-
ing players behind, then
quickly realized that play-
ers in reality always leave
from year to year.

She proceeded to have
an incredible run with the
Chargers at Clear Springs,
and finally realized two
seasons ago that it was
time to transition.

“37 years is a long
time,” Crawford said. “I
realized that I wasn’t able
to give 110 percent any-
more, and that if I couldn’t
do that, it was time to let
somebody else take over.”

The awards season has
since begun in Crawford’s
life. “Still, she was sur-
prised to get the call from
the Texas High School
Basketball Hall of Fame.

“What a tremendous
honor,” Crawford said. “I
guess when you’re doing
it, you don’t really real-
ize what you were able to
do in your profession. Yet
upon retirement, you have
the chance to stand back
and look at some of the
things you’ve done.

“I still give credit to all
of the players, the coach-
es, the wonderful admin-
istrations that I worked
for and the support that 1
always had from year to
year.

“It was a great run, and
it’s truly nice to be recog-
nized within your profes-
sion. I'm very thankful

to the Texas High School
Basketball Hall of Fame
committee, and I look for-
ward to joining such a spe-
cial group of legends. It’s
something to be proud of.”

The Texas High School
Basketball Hall of Fame
Class of 2025 includes:

Coach Tommy Al-
dridge — Tommy Aldridge
coached at Longview High
School for 32 years and
Union Grove High School
for three. As a head coach,
he won 977 games while
losing only 213.

At Longview, Aldridge
won 25 district champi-
onships, made 16 regional
tournament appearances
and reached three State
Tournaments.

His 1984 team finished
39-0 and won the state
championship.

During his career, he
won 30 games or more 19
times. His record at Union
Grove was 69-33.

In his 35 years as a var-
sity head coach, Aldridge
never had a losing record
and only failed twice to

make the state playoffs
while at Longview.

Coach Pamela Craw-
ford — Pamela Crawford
amassed a 711-268 record
during her career as a head
coach, with stints at Cros-
by, Clear Brook and Clear
Springs high schools.

She made two state
tournament appearances
in 1996 with Crosby and in
2013 with Clear Springs.
Crawford was named
Coach of the Year in 1996
at Crosby and in 2001 at
Clear Brook, and she re-
ceived Coach of the Year
honors at Clear Springs in
2009, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2015, 2016, 2017, 2018,
2020 and 2021.

Crawford also received
numerous other coaching
awards from the Houston
area and coached in the
TABC and Texas Girls
Coaches Association All-
Star games.

Krista Gerlich, play-
er —Krista Gerlich was a
three-time All-State bas-
ketball player while at-
tending Sudan and Spear-

man high schools. She
won a state championship
in basketball in 1987, and
helped Spearman win a
state championship in
cross- country in 1988.

She was also a four-
year All-State runner and
medaled at the 1989 State
Track Meet in the 1,600
meter run.

Gerlich went on to play
basketball for Texas Tech
and helped guide her team
to the 1993 NCAA cham-
pionship.

Many of her records
still stand at Texas Tech,
where her jersey was re-
tired in 1993. She is cur-
rently the head coach of
the Lady Raiders.

Greg Kite, player —
Greg Kite played at Hous-
ton Madison High School,
garnering All-State, a Pa-
rade Magazine All-Amer-
ican and a McDonalds
All-American honors.

At Madison, he led his
team to the state semifi-
nals. Collegiately, Kite
attended Brigham Young
University, where he be-

A star high school player at Deridder High School in Louisiana, Pamela Crawford went
on to enjoy a 37-year head coaching career, as she spent the majority of those years at
Clear Brook and Clear Springs high schools as the varsity girls’ basketball head coach.
With more than 700 career victories, Crawford has earned induction into the Texas High
School Basketball Hall of Fame. She will be inducted as part of the class of 2025 next

May.

Pamela Crawford dedicated her professional life to education and basketball, leading
wildly successful programs at Clear Brook and Clear Springs as part of a career that
delivered more than 700 wins.

came an All-Conference
player and an Academic
All-American, helping
BYU reach the NCAA
tournament Elite Eight.

He then went on to the
NBA, when the Boston
Celtics made him the 21st
pick in the first round. He
was a member of Bos-
ton’s 1984 and 1986 NBA
championship teams.

Kite played with six
other teams during his
11-year NBA career and
now works in wealth man-
agement and financial ser-
vices.

Coach Stan Leech
— Stan Leech, a Brown-
field native and Tarleton
State University graduate,
coached for 34 years with
stops in Yorktown, Boerne
and Boerne Champion
high schools.

His teams won 833
games, 12 district champi-
onships and made 27 play-
off appearances, includ-
ing two state tournament
berths in 1990 and 2008.
Leech was also selected to
the UIL Top 100 Coaches
list.

Leech served as TABC
Camp of Champs director,
and is currently in his 25th
year as the Boerne ISD di-
rector of athletics.

Coach Danny Nix -
Danny Nix graduated from
Burkburnett High School
in 1973 and returned to
his alma mater in 1978
to coach. Nix coached at
Burkburnett for 43 years,
with 40 of those years as
the head coach and 26
years as the athletic direc-
tor.

He compiled a record of
866-406 while collecting
49 postseason wins. Nix
won 19 district champion-
ships, had 11 second-place
district finishes, made 11
regional semifinals and
was the 4A state runner-up
in 2008 and 2011.

Nix was selected as
the 2011 NFHS Texas HS
Coach of the Year, named
to the UIL top 100 Coach-
es list, ranks 34th national-
ly in all-time national wins
at one high school and has
the third-most wins at one
high school in UIL.

Darryn  Shearmire,
player —Darryn Shearmire
played for Archer City
High School from 1979-
1982, where he helped
lead Archer City to three
straight undefeated district
titles and two state tourna-
ment appearances.

He had a combined high
school record of 116-23
and scored 2,600 points.
Shearmire was the leading
scorer in high school in
1982 with a 37 points per
game — at a time in which
there was no three-point
line.

Shearmire was an All-
State player in 1981 and
1982, and an All-Tourna-
ment selection in 1981.

He went on to play col-
lege basketball at Abilene
Christian before enjoying
a 39-year career as a bas-
ketball coach on the prep
and collegiate levels.

He is currently the head
coach of the girls’ basket-
ball team at Bridgeport
High School.

Laquan  Stallworth,
player — LaQuan Stall-
worth played at Silsbee
High School from 1991 to
1995. She was the district
Newcomer of the Year in
1991 and was named all
district and the district
Most Valuable Player all
four years.

She made two State
Tournament appearances
in 1994 and 1995 and was
an All-State Player all four
years and an All-Tourna-
ment player for two.

Stallworth was named
the Texas Female Player
of the Year in 1995. She
scored more than 3,000
points and is on Silsbee’s
Wall of Fame.

Stallworth’s high school
jersey was retired in 1995.

She played collegiately
at Louisiana Tech, where
she received many honors
and awards, while helping
the Lady Techsters reach
two Final Fours and make
an Elite Eight appearance.

She played internation-
ally and for the Houston
Comets.

For more information
about the Texas High
School Basketball Hall
of Fame Banquet or the
TABC Clinic, visit www.
tabchoops.org or call 281-
313-8222.
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