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 Pasadena ISD has withdrawn a proposed in-
surance change after facing backlash from em-
ployees who said it would dramatically raise 
family healthcare costs.
 The district had considered moving to 
TRS-ActiveCare, a state-run plan, beginning 
Jan. 1. District fi gures showed family premiums 
under the current self-funded plans ranging from 
$628 to $1,753 per month, while TRS-Active-
Care would have pushed those costs to $2,292 
to $2,647 per month – more than triple for some 
families. 
 The steep increases prompted widespread 
concern among teachers and staff and led em-
ployees to fi le for a Temporary Restraining Or-
der to block the transition.
 Employees also began discussing a possi-
ble “sick out” protest, in which large numbers 

of staff would call in sick on the same day to 
demonstrate opposition.
 Hours before the board of trustees was set to 
meet Tuesday, Sept. 22, Pasadena ISD Superin-
tendent Dr. Toni Lopez announced the item had 
been withdrawn.
 In her message to employees, Lopez acknowl-
edged the anxiety the proposal caused:
 “I want to personally acknowledge the stress 
that the proposed move to TRS-ActiveCare has 
caused many of you,” said Lopez. “I am sorry for 
the anxiety this situation has created for you and 
your families.”
 The superintendent said Pasadena ISD will 
not move forward with the transition and she will 
instead recommend keeping the district’s current 
self-funded plan. Premium rate options are ex-
pected early next week.

 Lopez also addressed frustration over how the 
proposal was communicated:
 “I understand that many of you are frustrated 
not only by the proposal itself, but also by how 
information was communicated throughout this 
process,” said Lopez. “As your superintendent, I 
take responsibility for that.”
 Lopez committed to providing monthly up-
dates on the district’s fi nancial challenges, in-
cluding the health insurance plan.
 PISD Board President Casey Phelan issued a 
separate message emphasizing that trustees had 
not approved the switch and were prepared to 
scrutinize the proposal before any vote:
 “The board had not made a decision to accept 
the proposed insurance plan,” said Phelan. “A 
decision this important should never be treated 

EOC celebrates 25 years

The 25th annual Evening of Cuisine, held Thursday, Sept. 17, at University of Houston-Clear 
Lake, was a huge success, raising thousands of dollars for the South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce. The chamber’s signature annual fundraiser allows attendees to partake 
in food and drink from dozens of local vendors, who themselves compete for various prizes. 
Taking home the prestigious People’s Choice award at this year’s event was PISD’s Lewis 
Career & Technical High School. Shown above receiving the honor are, left to right (fi rst 
row) Yolotzin Gustavo Sanchez; (second row) David Garcia; Anthony Ramirez; Abigail 
Garcia, Jacob Garcia; Harley Tillery; Lisa Holbrook, chamber president; Tiana Washing-
ton, event chair; (third row) Jessica McCoy, CTHS principal; Luis Lupian; Ramiro Torres; 
Angelica Elizalde; Suzanne Ledezma; Julian Banda; Josue Iracheta; (fourth row) Rebekah 
Daniel, CTHS chef; Malachi Martinez; Richard Crandall, CTHS Chef. Additional stu-
dents not pictured also participated in the event to help CTHS receive this award.
See additional photos on Page 4. Photo by David Flickinger

as a foregone conclusion.”
 Phelan said trustees heard employees’ con-
cerns and agreed that removing the item was the 
right step:
 “Healthcare is more than numbers on a spread-
sheet,” said Phelan. “It affects our employees’ 
families, their fi nancial security, their peace of 
mind and our ability to recruit and retain the out-
standing people who serve our students every 
day.”
 Phelan added that the board remains devot-
ed to providing the best benefi ts the district can 
reasonably sustain while protecting long-term fi -
nancial stability.
 Lopez’s recommendation to maintain the cur-
rent plan will be presented at an upcoming spe-
cial board meeting.

 Harris County commissioners have approved 
a 7.6 percent property tax increase for Fiscal 
Year 2027, fi nalizing a $3.1 billion spending 
plan aimed at closing a $180 million budget 
gap. 
 The adopted rate of $0.67 per $100 valuation, 
up from $0.62, will cost the average homeowner 
about $198 more next year. The vote took place 
Sept. 17, locking in the county’s fi nancial blue-
print ahead of the Oct. 1 start of the fi scal year.

Public input
 More than 140 residents spoke during the pub-
lic hearing, many warning that higher property 
taxes would compound infl ation, rising insur-
ance premiums and stagnant wages. Economic 
experts who testifi ed noted that Harris County’s 
fi scal pressures mirror national trends: health-
care costs are climbing, construction materials 
remain expensive, and federal pandemic aid has 
expired, leaving local governments to absorb the 
difference.

Law enforcement pay
 One of the largest cost drivers is the county’s 
law enforcement pay parity initiative, which 
raised salaries to match market rates and pre-
vent offi cers from leaving for better-paying 
agencies. 
 Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia de-
fended the move, arguing that competitive pay 
is critical to maintaining public safety. Garcia 
pointed out that Harris County has struggled to 
retain deputies and constables, and losing trained 
offi cers means losing hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in investment.
 Precinct 4 Commissioner Lesley Briones rein-

forced the point.
 “We did the right, responsible thing to make 
sure that we were meeting the market and paying 
our law enforcement offi cers fairly and in align-
ment with the market so that we don’t lose expe-
rienced offi cers to another agency,” said Briones. 
“Every offi cer we lose, that’s about $120,000 in 
training that we’ve invested.”

Commissioners split
 The fi nal vote refl ected sharp divisions on the 
court. 
 Judge Lina Hidalgo and Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Tom Ramsey opposed the increase, argu-
ing that deeper cuts should come before raising 
taxes.
 Precinct 1 Commissioner Rodney Ellis coun-
tered that underfunding core services would cost 
more in the long run.
 “Pretending you can run a county this size on 
yesterday’s dollars is not realistic,” Ellis said, 
stressing the need to maintain investments in 
public safety, fl ood control and mental health.
 Garcia also defended the proposal, point-
ing to rising demands on law enforcement and 
community programs. He argued that cutting too 
deeply into public safety or mental health ser-
vices would harm neighborhoods most reliant on 
county support.

Budget drivers
 County leaders cite several factors behind the 
defi cit, including the following:
 – Law enforcement pay parity – the largest 
single driver of increased costs
 – Rising healthcare premiums for employees
 Continued on Page 2

Mistletoe Market approaches
 The 22nd annual Mistletoe Market will be 
held Saturday, Oct. 3, at BellaVita, 1548 N. 
Riviera Circle in Pearland, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sponsored by the BellaVita Belles, the 
holiday market will feature more than 70 local 
vendors selling jewelry, home decor, women’s 
clothing, children’s clothing and much more. 
Food and drink will be available for purchase. 
A portion of the proceeds will benefi t Military 
Moms and Wives of Brazoria County.
 For additional information, call 281-464-
3150 or visit club-bellavita.org.

MUD trash times may vary
 Due to a major county construction proj-
ect, trash collection times may vary in the 
coming weeks. Residents should have trash 
curbside no later than 6 a.m. Monday and 
Thursday, as collection crews will be work-
ing in coordination with construction crews 
and may arrive earlier than before. All Texas 
Pride Disposal trucks have cameras for veri-
fi cation. This will continue until the project’s 
completion.  
 A project of Harris County Precinct 2 
Commissioner Adrian Garcia, the massive 
undertaking will make street and traffi c re-
pairs to the majority of major roads in the 
Clear Brook City MUD. Work has already 
begun in the Sagemeadow, Highland Mead-
ow and Wood Meadow subdivisions. Work 
will soon begin in the Sageglen subdivision.

Sagemont done for 2026
 There will be no more Sagemont Civic 
Club meetings for the remainder of the year 
due to scheduling confl icts. 
 Typically held the fi rst Tuesday of the 
month, the October civic club meeting coin-
cides with the 2026 National Night Out event 
(see related story on this page). Civic club 
offi cials encourage residents to visit the an-
nual Precinct 2 NNO event being held at the 
Scarsdale County Annex at 10851 Scarsdale 
at Beamer. The November civic club meeting 
date falls on Election Day. Civic club leaders 
encourage residents to exercise their right to 
vote. December’s meeting has been canceled 
due to the Christmas holidays. Meetings will 
resume in 2027, with the fi rst function taking 
place Tuesday, Jan. 5.

Freeway Manor to meet
 Freeway Manor Civic Club will hold a meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24, at One Move-
ment Bible Church (aka Bible Way Church), 
10120 Hartsook. Meetings typically take place 
the fourth Thursday of the month. For addition-
al information, contact Freeway Manor Civic 
Club President Brenda Frewellen at 281-851-
9567 or FreewayManorCivic@gmail.com.

2026 Lariaettes set clinic
 Join the Dobie Lariaettes at Dobie High 
School for their annual Lariaette dance clinic 
on Wednesday, Oct. 7. This fall clinic is open 
to students in kindergarten through eighth 
grades. For more information or registration 
for this event, visit https://www.successfund.
com/lariaettedanceclinic.

Clear Brook Meadows meets 
 Clear Brook Meadows Owners Associa-
tion will host a virtual board meeting Mon-
day, Sept. 28, beginning at 6:30 p.m. To join 
the meeting, visit teams.microsoft.com/
meet/248406117390095?p=ZLZc5q6pl0ipk
2mrhh.

Beltway closures planned
 At least one northbound Beltway 8 frontage 
road lane will be closed from Spencer Highway 
to Greenshadow Drive continuously through 
11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31. 
 At least one southbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from Pasadena 
Boulevard to Fairmont Parkway continuously 
through 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31.

Kirkwood to meet Sept. 28 
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 
28, at the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Road near Beltway 8. Meetings are 
typically held for the last Monday of the month. 
For additional information, call Kirkwood Civ-
ic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-
989-9990.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from SH 96/
Calder/Brittany Bay in League City to FM 
519/Main Street in La Marque daily from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 
a.m. until further notice.  
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed from Deats Road in Dick-
inson to FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access in 
Texas City from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further 
notice.
  At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 
519/Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive 
in Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until 
further notice.

PISD withdraws controversial insurance change
Proposed change to state-run plan would have tripled premiums for many

from the driveway.
 Those simple moments of connection are ex-
actly what National Night Out is designed to cre-
ate.
 The Harris County Sheriff’s Offi ce is invit-
ing neighborhoods, civic associations, apartment 
communities, churches, schools and other local 
groups to participate in National Night Out on 

By Katy Fulshear, HCSO
 For many Harris County neighborhoods, Na-
tional Night Out 2026 will look less like a for-
mal public safety event and more like an evening 
among neighbors – children playing outside, 
families gathering around picnic tables, deputies 
stopping by and residents fi nally meeting some 
of the people they may normally only wave to 

Sheriff’s Office promotes National Night Out 
Annual event aimed at bettering relations between law enforcement and the communities they serve

Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2026, continuing a nationwide 
tradition centered on police-community partner-
ships and stronger connections between neigh-
bors.
 In some communities, residents may not need 
to organize anything themselves. HOAs, civic 
associations and neighborhood groups may al-
ready be planning subdivision-wide National 
Night Out events, so residents interested in par-
ticipating may want to check community emails, 
HOA websites, social media pages or neighbor-
hood announcements before making separate 

County adopts 7.6 percent tax rate hike
Increase expected to cost average homeowner $200/year

plans.
What is National Night Out?

 National Night Out is an annual communi-
ty-building campaign intended to strengthen re-
lationships between residents and law enforce-
ment while encouraging neighbors to get to 
know one another.
 The National Association of Town Watch in-
troduced National Night Out in 1984, when ap-
proximately 2.5 million neighbors in 400 com-
munities across 23 states participated in the fi rst
  Continued on Page 2

victim’s property and vehicle keys. 
 The victim then fl ed the residence on foot. 
The suspects then followed the victim in his sto-
len truck. 
 The victim was fi nally able to get away from 
the suspects by hiding in some bushes.
 The female suspect is described as being His-
panic with blonde hair, wearing a gray-hooded 
long-sleeve shirt, blue jeans, black socks and 
black and white slide sandals.
 The male is described as a Hispanic, wearing 
a black-hooded jacket, black pants, black socks 
and black slide sandals.
 Anyone with information on this incident or 
the identity of these suspects is urged to con-
tact HPD’s Robbery Division at 713-308-0700 
or Crime Stoppers of Houston at 713-222-TIPS 
(8477).

 The Houston Police Department’s Robbery 
Division is seeking the public’s assistance 
identifying a pair of suspects responsible for 
an aggravated robbery that took place this past 
June.
 According to HPD offi cials, the incident be-
gan around 3 a.m. Sunday, June 21, at a general 
store located in the 7800 block of Beltway 8 near 
SH 35/Telephone Road when the victim was ap-
proached by a male and female who asked for a 
ride to a nearby residence. After being asked sev-
eral times for a ride, the victim agreed to take the 
pair to a residence in the 8100 block of Spring-
time Lane.
 Upon arriving at the residence, the female sus-
pect invited the victim inside for a drink. 
 Once inside, the male suspect confronted the 
victim with a shotgun. The suspect then took the 

Houston police seek robbery suspects
Good Samaritan robbed at gunpoint near Beltway 8

Surveillance footage of robbery suspects

SoHo 
names 
HoCo 
court 

South Houston High School 
recently announced its 
2026 homecoming court. 
SoHo HoCo court members 
shown above are (top pho-
to) Isaac Martinez and Leia 
Rodriguez; (bottom photo) 
Leonardo Garza and Azul 
Alfonso. This year’s home-
coming king and queen will 
be announced at the South 
Houston Varsity football 
game Friday, Sept. 25, when 
the Trojans take on the 
Friendswood High School 
Mustangs.
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Deaths

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Sunday 12:30 p.m. Misa en Español

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.

Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd. 
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

CROSSROADS UMC
10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Houston , TX

Contact: Chuck Talbot, RJM Chair
Phone: 281-245-7072
Email: chucktal@msn.com

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building 
to browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. 
For information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/ or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; 
and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 The following events are scheduled for Bracewell Library:
 Thursday, Sept. 24, 4 – 5 p.m. Lego club. Registration required. 
 Saturday, Sept. 26, 2 – 4 p.m. Saturdays at HPL. Registration required. 
 Monday, Sept. 28, 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Bring family to storytime. Registration required. 
 Tuesday, Sept. 29, 4 – 5 p.m. Family craft adventure. Registration required. 
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Customers are encouraged to visit the 
building to browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check 
out holds. Hours are Monday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 
a.m. – 8 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit 
https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for more information. One can 
also visit social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/
ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library:
 Thursday, Sept. 24, 10 – 11 a.m. For the plot book club.
 Thursday, Sept. 24, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Friday, Sept. 25, 1 – 3 p.m. Diamond painting club (18+). Registration required for new 
members.
 Saturday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m. – noon. Tai Chi.
 Saturday, Sept. 26, 11 a.m. – noon. Mexican otomí embroidery. Registration required.
 Saturday, Sept. 26, 1 – 2:30 p.m. Korean language music class. Registration required.
 Monday, Sept. 28, 1 – 2 p.m. ESL classes (various levels).
 Monday, Sept. 28, 1 – 2:30 p.m. Basic computer classes with Harris County universal 
services. Registration required.
 Monday, Sept. 28, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Tai Chi.
 Tuesday, Sept. 29, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies and books.
 Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4 – 5 p.m. Cricut-sublimation orientation. Registration required.
 Wednesday, Sept. 30, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Pathway to citizenship. Registration required.
 Wednesday, Sept. 30, 6 – 7 p.m. Teen volunteer orientation. Registration required.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. 
 For additional information, visit www.hcpl.net.

 Darlene Scheuers, age 70 
of Alvin, passed away Sat-
urday, Aug. 22, 2026. She 
was born March 12, 1956, 
in Rockford, Ill. Darlene 
enjoyed quilting, birdwatch-
ing, and spending time with 
her granddaughters. Darlene 
is preceded in death by her 
parents John and Laura Do-
nahue.
 Darlene is survived by 
her husband of 51 years, 
Edward Scheuers; daugh-
ter, Lisa Hoffman; son, Carl 
Scheuers and wife, Joselyn; 
brother, John Donahue; sis-
ters Violet Mora and Evelin 
Towels; three grandchil-
dren; and numerous other 
family and friends.
 A memorial visitation 
will be held Sunday, Sept. 
27, 2026, at Scott Funeral 
Home, 1421 East Hwy 6, 
Alvin, from 2 – 4 p.m. 

Darlene 
Scheuers

Continued from Page 1
event. What began with rel-
atively simple activities, in-
cluding neighbors turning on 
their porch lights, eventual-
ly grew into neighborhood 
block parties, festivals, pa-
rades, cookouts, youth activ-
ities, safety demonstrations 
and visits from fi rst respond-
ers.
 Today, millions of resi-
dents participate in commu-
nities across all 50 states, 
U.S. territories and military 
bases worldwide. Most of 
the country observes Na-
tional Night Out on the fi rst 
Tuesday in August, while 
Texas and select other areas 
celebrate on the fi rst Tues-
day in October, when eve-
ning temperatures can be a 
little more cooperative for an 
outdoor neighborhood gath-
ering.
 For 2026, that Texas date 
falls on Oct. 6.

Why NNO matters in 
Harris County

 The evening is built 
around a straightforward 
idea: communities can be-
come safer when neighbors 
know one another and resi-
dents have opportunities to 
interact with law enforce-
ment outside of emergen-
cies.
 That can mean putting 
a name to the family living 
three houses down, meeting 
the deputy who patrols the 
area or giving children an 
opportunity to see fi rst re-
sponders in a relaxed neigh-
borhood setting.
 The Harris County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce describes Na-
tional Night Out as a way 
to strengthen neighborhood 
relationships while creating 
opportunities for residents 
and law enforcement to con-
nect. Its broader Community 
Engagement Division sim-
ilarly focuses on building 
relationships with residents, 
crime-prevention education 
and helping communities 
become better prepared for 
challenges.
 Those relationships can 
be particularly meaning-
ful across a county as large 
and varied as Harris County, 
where subdivisions, apart-
ment communities, older es-
tablished neighborhoods and 
rapidly growing areas can 
have very different needs.
 National Night Out cre-
ates one evening when the 

2026 National Night Out is October 6
Community engagement helps to improve local safety and security

focus shifts closer to home.
HOA events

 Unlike a single county-
wide festival, National Night 
Out takes place neighbor-
hood by neighborhood.
 Some Harris County 
HOAs and civic associations 
may already be working on 
community-wide celebra-
tions for Oct. 6. Depending 
on the neighborhood, those 
plans could include food 
trucks, games, children’s ac-
tivities, local vendors, infor-
mation booths or scheduled 
visits from law enforcement 
and other emergency person-
nel.
 Other communities may 
choose something much 
simpler – a few tables, a grill 
and an invitation for every-
one on the block to come 
outside.
 The Harris County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce lists several pos-
sibilities for neighborhood 
National Night Out events, 
including block parties, fes-
tivals, parades, cookouts, 
youth activities and pub-
lic-information events.
 There is no requirement 
that a gathering be elabo-
rate. For residents who have 
lived near one another for 
years without having much 
opportunity to interact with 
one another, even a casual 
driveway or cul-de-sac gath-
ering can accomplish much 
of what National Night Out 
was created to do.

Registration open
 Community organizers 
who want their event in-
cluded in the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce’s National 
Night Out efforts can reg-
ister their gathering with 
HCSO.
 The registration form 
asks organizers to identify 
the community or organiza-
tion hosting the event, such 
as an apartment complex, 
block, church, community 
center, school or subdivi-
sion. Organizers are also 
asked to provide the event 
description and location, 
expected attendance, event 
hours and contact informa-
tion.
 According to the Sher-
iff’s Offi ce Community En-
gagement page, registration 
is open for the Oct. 6 event.
 Residents interested in or-
ganizing a National Night Out 
event can fi nd registration in-
formation through the Harris 

County Sheriff’s Offi ce Na-
tional Night Out page at har
riscountyso.org/ContactUs/
NationalNightOut.

One night, but 
a longer-term goal

 National Night Out may 
only occupy a few evening 
hours, but its larger purpose 
is meant to carry beyond 
Oct. 6.
 A neighbor who knows 
which family has a new 
baby may notice something 
unusual around their home. 
Residents who recognize 
one another are more likely 
to communicate about con-
cerns on their street. Fam-
ilies who have met local 
deputies in a casual setting 
may also feel more comfort-
able asking questions about 
crime prevention or commu-
nity safety later.
 That is why an event that 
can look remarkably simple 
from the outside – folding 
chairs, hamburgers, chil-
dren playing and neighbors 
talking – has remained a na-
tional tradition for more than 
four decades.
 And for Harris County 
residents whose HOA or 
civic association already 
has National Night Out on 
the calendar, Oct. 6 may 
simply be an invitation to 
walk down the street, intro-
duce themselves and spend 
an evening getting to know 
the community immediately 
around them.
 Residents should keep 
an eye on HOA, civic asso-
ciation and neighborhood 
communications for details 
about National Night Out 
events already being planned 
in their community. If noth-
ing has been announced, res-
idents can also reach out to 
their HOA, community man-
agement company or neigh-
borhood leaders to ask about 
plans – or encourage them to 
help organize a gathering for 
their community
 And for residents who 
would like to see a National 
Night Out celebration hap-
pen close to home, offering 
even a little time to help 
coordinate activities, spread 
the word or assist on the 
day of the event can make 
a real difference. Neighbor-
hood gatherings often come 
together because a handful 
of neighbors are willing to 
pitch in, and National Night 
Out is an especially fi tting 

 Mary Ellen McNeill 
Morgan, a longtime resi-
dent of the Houston South 
Belt area, was born on Aug. 
23, 1940, in Gonzales, to 
Martin Luther McNeill and 
Merle Greer McNeill. She 

passed away on Sept. 16, 
2026, at the age of 86.
 Mary attended Nazareth 
Academy in Victoria. A 
devoted Catholic, she was 
a founding member of St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catho-
lic Church, where her faith 
remained an important part 
of her life.
 On May 2, 1958, Mary 
married her beloved hus-
band, Larry Morgan, in Vic-
toria. Together, they shared 
68 wonderful years of mar-
riage. Mary worked many 
years for Statewide Signal 
while also working as a 
self-employed bookkeeper 
for many faithful clients.
 Mary found great joy in 
life’s simple blessings. She 
loved cooking, attending 
church each week, and gath-
ering with family for back-
yard barbecues. She also 
had a lifelong love for her 
dogs. Above all, Mary trea-
sured her family, including 
her grandson, Justin Eck-
ols, who was the light of her 
life.
 Mary is survived by 
her devoted husband; her 
daughter, Elizabeth Eck-
ols (Tim); her son, Tom-
my Morgan; her grandson; 
her brother-in-law, Ronnie 
Painter; her nephews Dr. 
John Lee McNeil and Mark 
McNeill; her nieces Con-
nie Stoneburner and Ronna 
Gross; and many extended 
family members and dear 
friends.
 She was preceded in 
death by her son, Larry 

Mary Ellen 
McNeill Morgan

Friendsgiving returns to South Belt/Ellington
 The community is invited to gather for Friendsgiving on Tuesday, Nov. 24, at The Gardens 
Houston, 12001 Beamer Road. The Friendsgiving potluck luncheon will be held from noon to 2 
p.m., with guests bringing a favorite dish to share. Luncheon attendees receive VIP access to the 
pre-Black Friday market from 9 a.m. to noon, before the market opens to the public from 2 to 5 
p.m. Registration is now open for vendors and local businesses interested in participating in the 
pre-Black Friday market. Proceeds benefi t the South Belt-Ellington Toy and Food Drive. For in-
formation, call or text Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545.

Pasadena Convention Center hosts Repticon
 Repticon is coming to Pasadena with a family-friendly expo featuring reptiles, amphibi-
ans, invertebrates, arachnids and other small exotic animals. Visitors can shop for pets, cages, 
supplies and feeders while getting expert advice from breeders and vendors.
 The event will be held Saturday, Oct. 3, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 4, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Pasadena Convention Center and Fairgrounds, Campbell Hall, 7601 Red 
Bluff, Pasadena.
 Admission is $15 for a Super Ticket valid both days, $12 for a single-day ticket, $10 for 
Saturday admission after 1 p.m., and $6 for children ages 5-12. Children 4 and younger are 
admitted free.
 Tickets are sold online only. For tickets and more information, visit repticon.com/texas/
houston/.

reason to do just that.
Precinct 2

 Once again Harris Coun-
ty Precinct 2 offi cials are 
planning a parking lot party 
at the county courthouse an-
nex located at Scarsdale and 
Beamer. The event will take 
place from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
 The celebration will be 
hosted by Precinct 2 Consta-
ble Jerry Garcia, Precinct 2 
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia and Precinct 2, Place 1 
Justice of the Peace Judge Jo 
Ann Delgado.
 Also participating in 
the event will be the Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
Clear Brook City MUD, 
Harris County Clerk Tane-
sha Hudspeth and Harris 
County District Clerk Mari-
lyn Burgess.
 The event will feature 
free popcorn and hot dogs 
while supplies last.

Continued from Page 1
 – A countywide pay equi-
ty study
 – Infl ation across con-
tracts and operations
 – Expiration of federal 
American Rescue Plan Act 
funds
 To offset costs, commis-
sioners approved measures 
such as selling underutilized 

County approves another tax rate hike
Harris County property taxes increase in 3-2 vote

county properties and rais-
ing certain fees, including 
higher costs for landlords 
fi ling eviction claims. Some 
programs will be reduced 
or eliminated, including a 
low-cost spay and neuter ini-
tiative.

Pay raises
 Despite the fi nancial chal-
lenges, commissioners ap-

proved raises for most elect-
ed offi cials, bringing salaries 
up to $305,000 in 2027. Ellis 
insisted that constables’ rais-
es be tied to increases for 
other elected offi cials.
 Two offi cials will not re-
ceive raises: Judge Hidalgo, 
who is not seeking re-elec-
tion, and Treasurer Carla 
Wyatt, whose salary will 

remain $139,000 despite a 
grievance committee’s rec-
ommendation for a $40,000 
increase. She will become 
the lowest-paid elected 
county offi cial next year as 
the court continues its leg-
islative push to dissolve the 
treasurer’s offi ce, mirroring 
moves in counties such as 
Galveston.

PMHS’s Arredondo honored

Pasadena Memorial teacher Doug Arredondo is humbled after recently receiving a 
$1,000 check from the Houston Loves Teachers organization on behalf of efforts at 
the area high school. Additional PISD teachers recognized were Kathy Cole (Fisher 
Elementary) and Fernanda Lara (Queens Intermediate).

Riverstone signal coming

A county crew is shown above working on the future traffi c signal on Blackhawk at 
Riverstone Ranch Drive. In the works for roughly a decade, the signal is aimed at 
reducing traffi c at the intersection.

County desilts area channel

A FAST Team from the Harris County Flood Control District recently completed desilt-
ing a channel near the hike-and-bike trail on Blackhawk. Improved conveyance along 
the channel will help prevent local fl ooding. 

Pct. 8’s Richard sworn in

Constable Phil Sandlin (right) is shown above swearing in Deputy Percy Richard, 
the newest member of the Precinct 8 force at a recent ceremony.

Morgan Jr.; her brother, 
John McNeill; and her sis-
ters-in-law, Francis McNeill 
and Bette Painter.
 Mary will be remem-
bered for her deep Catho-
lic faith, her devotion to her 
family, her warm hospitali-
ty, and the countless cher-
ished memories she creat-
ed. Her love, kindness, and 
gentle presence touched the 
lives of all who knew her. 
Though she will be deeply 
missed, the joy she brought 
to her family and friends 
will continue to live on in 
their hearts and in the mem-
ories they hold dear.
 Family and friends are 
invited to gather in remem-
brance of Mary on Thurs-
day, Sept. 24, 2026, at St. 
Luke the Evangelist Cath-
olic Church, 11011 Hall 
Road. Visitation will begin 
at 10 a.m., followed by a fu-
neral Mass at 11 a.m.
 Mary will be laid to rest 
on Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026, 
at Resurrection Catholic 
Cemetery, 1009 East Mock-
ingbird Lane, Victoria, Tex-
as. Graveside services will 
begin at 11 a.m.
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WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON TAX RATE
The  HARRIS COUNTY ROAD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT #1 will hold a public hear-
ing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2026 on  October 13, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at  
1550 Lamar Street, Suite 2000, Houston, Texas 77010 and via teleconference at 1-346-
248-7799, Meeting ID: 929 8876 7247. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater 
or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the 
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value 
of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax 
burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on 
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including in-
formation about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that 
taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: David A. Flickinger, Mike Daugherty and 
 John Bechtle, Jr.

AGAINST the proposal: None 

PRESENT and not voting: None 

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

  Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ 0.19000/$100 $ 0.18000/$100
            Adopted               Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $ 0.01000/$100

Percentage increase/decrease in rates (+/-)    -5.26%

Average appraised residence homestead value $  323,191  $  317,772

General homestead exemptions available $             0  $             0
(excluding 65 years of age or older or
disabled person’s exemptions)  

Average residence homestead taxable value $  323,191  $  317,772

Tax on average residence homestead $    614.06  $    571.98

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $ -42.08

and percentage of increase (+/-)  -6.85%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing 
by more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the 
operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code. An election 
is not required if the adopted tax rate is less than or equal to the voter-approval tax rate.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax 
rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Dobie High School students participated in the annu-
al Pasadena Livestock Show & Rodeo parade on Sat-
urday, Sept. 5. Dobie students shown are, left to right, 

Dobie students take part in PLS&R parade

Cullen Ponder, Alexis Martinez, Alayna Rodriguez and 
Mikayla Rodriguez.
 Photos by David Flickinger

Members of the Dobie baseball program recently paired 
up with players from the Miracle League of Pearland 
for their Fall Series #2 game. The game was held at 
Miracle League Field, an inclusive and adaptive base-
ball fi eld designed to serve athletes with special needs. 
Miracle League is part of the City of Pearland Parks & 
Recreation Department. Shown at left are player Noah 
St. Ange (left) and Miracle League mascot Homer.

Pictured below, left to right Miracle League mascot 
Homer, are players Christopher Martinez, Zachary 
Ramirez, Emilio Delagarza, Andrew Alvarado, Diego 
Garza, Michael Baughman, Jael Arredondo and Thom-
as Turrubiartes.
 Photos by Stacy Davis

Dobie baseball 
teams up with 

Miracle League

Blue Bee Project joins Pasadena Livestock & Rodeo parade

Shown above participating in the PLS&R parade with Blue 
Bee are brothers Joseph Oviedo and Steven Oviedo. Joseph 
is a senior at Dobie High School and Steven attends SJC. 

The Blue Bee Project joined Pasadena Livestock and Rodeo parade on 
Saturday, Sept. 5. Blue Bee Project volunteers shown are, left to right, 
(front) Tiffany Mercado, Ivette Oviedo, Jacob Montez, Alma Montez, 
Elias Montez, Sandra Peralez and Rudy Peralez (standing). Pictured assorting beads is Nathan Montez.

Riding in Valued Renovations sponsor fl oat truck are Janae Fernandez, Kailey Cortina, 
Eliud Cortina, Misty Garcia and Wes Garcia.
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Over The Back Fence by Nicole

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DON!
 Don Graham of Sageglen is wished 
a happy birthday on Sept. 24 by his wife, 
Leader staffer Rosa Graham; his son 
Esteban and daughter-in-law, Amy and 
grandson Lane Graham; his daughter 
Teresa and son-in-law Michael and grand-
children Gabriella and Daniel Blancas; 
and his son David and daughter-in-law Kali 
and grandchildren Braxton and Blakely 
Graham.

HAVE A GREAT BIRTHDAY, CHRIS!
 Birthday greetings are sent to Dr. Chris 
Durham Sept. 26, from his daughters 
Abigail and Penelope and son Jackson 
Durham.

JOHN CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY!
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to John 
Laurino Sept. 27, from his friends and fam-
ily.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, LAURA!
 Birthday wishes are sent to former 
Leader staff member Laura Benavides 
Scallan Oct. 1 from the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Sept. 24 through Sept. 30.

Atkinson Elementary

 Kimberly Walker enjoys a birthday Sept. 
25. Deronda Pitre-Preston celebrates a 
birthday Sept. 27. Three cheers for a won-
derful birthday Sept. 30 for Tiffany Bowyer, 
Kevin Cross and Stephen Cross.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Sept. 24: Paola Medel, 
Harold Barron, Lissa Stephens-Bell, 
Lindy Hoggard, Brenda Flewellen, Karl 
Wilkerson, Obed Valdez, Jason Rendon, 
Debra Kendrick, Kim Martinez and Angela 
Shaulis; Friday, Sept. 25: Key Voh Patches, 
Jamie Olivares, Melonie Conaway, Ronell 
Ram and Kevin Sockwell; Saturday, Sept. 
26: Dina Edwards, Tripp Harris and Mike 
Flinn; Sunday, Sept. 27: Nicole Garcia, 
Yvette Rodriguez and Ashley McGuinty; 
Monday, Sept. 28: Megan Medina, 
Esmerelda Rodriguez, Anna Benavidez, 
Tam Vo and Christina Guth; Monday, 
Tuesday. 29: Antonio Morua, Marian 
Adams, Adriana Sepulveda, Ken Rodrick 
and Gwen Lopez and Wednesday, Sept. 
30: Jason Cook and Myra Janacek.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, congratu-
lations, etc., to mynews@southbeltleader.
com with OTBF in the subject line by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

 Sept. 26 is the day for a party for 
Aushunay Banala. Christopher Bui, 
Atkinson principal, enjoys a birthday Sept. 
27. Blow out the birthday candles for 
Gabriela Rodriguez Sept. 29.

Frazier Elementary
 Light the candles on a cake Sept. 26 for 
Dina Edwards. Valley Richardson marks 
a day of celebration Sept. 30.

Genoa Elementary
 Sept. 24 is the day for a party for 
Elizabeth Tijerina and Diana Perales. 
Send a happy birthday wish to Charlie 
Crissman on Sept. 28.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday cake and ice 
cream for Celena Hudspeth is Sept. 26.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting Sept. 28 to 
Angelica Plummer. The day for Jacqueline 
Sosa to celebrate with ice cream and cake 
is Sept. 30.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Light the birthday candles Sept. 25 for 
Grant Pector.

Thompson Intermediate
 Sing a happy birthday song to Carissa 
Cantu Sept. 27.

Dobie High

Remember When
a result of an underdeveloped 
right coronary artery.
 PISD trustees approved a 
3-cent tax increase. The pre-
vious year, trustees had low-
ered the tax rate by 2 cents.
 Dobie varsity cheerleader 
Audi Resendez won the title 
Pre-Junior Miss of the Pasa-
dena Rodeo pageant.

25 years ago (2001)
 At the request of the city 
of Houston mayor’s offi ce, 
the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers agreed to have a 
meeting with residents of the 
South Belt area regarding im-
provements to Clear Creek.
 In an ongoing effort to 
ensure the safety and securi-
ty of students and personnel, 
many Pasadena Independent 
School District employees 
underwent metal detector 
training, while many drills 
where the devices were used 
were being held at various 
schools.

20 years ago (2006)
 The Sagemeadow Munic-
ipal Utility District which 
serves the subdivisions of 
Kirkwood South and Sage-
meadow was negotiating to 
enter into a Strategic Part-
nership Agreement with 
Houston. Under that partner-
ship, an agreement would be 
reached which would allow 
certain city ordinances, in-
cluding prohibiting all fi re-
work stands, to be in effect in 
the Sagemeadow and Kirk-

wood South subdivisions.
 The contract on the coun-
ty community center to be 
built at El Franco Lee Park 
was given to the best bidder. 
The facility, which had been 
in the planning stages for the 
previous few years, was fi -
nally becoming a reality.

15 years ago (2011)
     Dobie High School’s en-
rollment topped 3,500 stu-
dents, setting a new record 
for the Pasadena Independent 
School District. No other 
district high school had ever 
hit the 3,500 mark. Pasade-
na, South Houston and Sam 
Rayburn campuses inched 
over the 3,000 mark before 
the opening of the Memori-
al High campus in 2004 re-
lieved crowded conditions on 
those campuses.
 Dobie seniors Joe 
Cavazos and Alaina Burns 
were named homecoming 
king and queen respectively, 
during the school’s halftime 
festivities. The Longhorns’ 
varsity football team defeat-
ed the Humble Wildcats 20-
17 in the game.

10 years ago (2016)
 Houston fi refi ghters re-
sponded to a fi re at Frazier 
Elementary on Tuesday, 
Sept. 20. The blaze, which 
took place outside the cam-
pus near the school’s play-
ground, reportedly stemmed 
from a faulty electrical trans-
former that snapped at its 

base, causing it to collapse 
and catch fi re. No one was 
injured. 
 San Jacinto College was 
named as one of 10 fi nalists 
for the prestigious 2017 As-
pen Prize for Community 
College Excellence, the na-
tion’s pre-eminent recogni-
tion of high achievement and 
performance in America’s 
community colleges. San 
Jacinto will now enter the fi -
nal stage of the competition 
for $1 million, which will be 
awarded in March 2017 in 
Washington, D.C.

5 years ago (2021)
 Three people were shot 
in the same night Saturday, 
Sept. 18, at an apartment 
complex in the 1400 block of 
Redford near Edgebrook and 
the Gulf Freeway. Accord-
ing to police, offi cers were 
dispatched to a shooting call 
at the above address around 
10:30 p.m. and found two 
people had been shot inside 
an apartment. While on the 
scene, offi cers were advised 
of another person found with 
a gunshot wound in a sep-
arate area of the complex. 
No immediate arrests were 
made.
 A woman was killed in a 
traffi c accident Friday, Sept. 
17, in the 14100 block of 
the Gulf Freeway near Belt-
way 8. The crash took place 
when a silver Nissan Altima 
traveling at a high rate of 

speed left the roadway and 
struck a concrete pillar. Cin-
dy Ybanez was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 
 The American Legion 
Post 490 building on SH 3 
near Ellington Airport caught 
fi re Tuesday, Sept. 21. A few 
members were outside on the 
patio when the fi re began in 
the kitchen and tried to ex-
tinguish the blaze to no avail. 
No one was injured. While 
the building’s structure was 
not destroyed, nearly every-
thing inside was.

1 year ago (2025)
 An early morning fi re 
destroyed the Christ Church 
Apostolic on Fuqua east of 
the Gulf Freeway Saturday, 
Sept. 13, leaving two Hous-
ton fi refi ghters injured and 
the church community grap-
pling with extensive damage 
to their historic place of wor-
ship.
 The blaze, which broke 
out around 6:15 a.m., quick-
ly escalated to a two-alarm 
fi re, prompting a large-scale 
response from the Houston 
Fire Department. Around 100 
fi refi ghters responded to the 
incident, according to Hous-
ton Fire department offi cials.
 Two fi refi ghters sustained 
leg injuries while battling the 
fl ames and were transported 
to a nearby hospital. One fi re-
fi ghter suffered a broken an-
kle, while the other suffered 
a fractured femur. According 

50 years ago (1976)
 Barbara Taylor was 
crowned homecoming queen 
at Dobie’s homecoming 
football game against Forest 
Park.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District board of 
trustees called for input from 
the community on the matter 
of AstroTurfi ng the football 
playing surface of the Me-
morial stadium.
 As a result of action taken 
at a Scarsdale MUD meeting, 
attorneys were hired to fi le 
suits and foreclose on home-
owners who had not paid dis-
trict taxes.

45 years ago (1981)
 Vandals gained entrance 
to Dobie High School at ap-
proximately 3 a.m. and left a 
trail of broken glass and dam-
aged Longhorn paraphernalia 
and equipment throughout 
the school.
 Trustees of the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
voted 4-2 at a regular meet-
ing to award Holley Bros. 
Construction the contract for 
a new classroom wing at Gar-
dens Elementary School.

40 years ago (1986)
 Construction began on the 
unnamed Clear Creek school 
district’s high school.
 Stephen Dabek and Nina 
Gunther joined 15,000 se-
niors across the U.S. as 
semifi nalists for the National 
Merit Scholarship.

35 years ago (1991)
 For the fi rst time ever, a 
Dobie High School student 
raised the grand champion 
steer in the Pasadena Live-
stock Show. Senior Christa 
Groover raised the steer, and 
her brother, Michael, raised 
the grand champion single 
rooster.
 A contract for $2.8 million 
in additions to Clear Brook 
High School was awarded by 
Clear Creek school trustees 
to Gamma Construction. The 
bid included construction of 
a two-story addition to fea-
ture 15 classrooms, two art 
rooms, four science rooms, 
some multipurpose rooms, 
new boys’ and girls’ dressing 
rooms, a new bus loop and 
student parking lot.
 Three men were slated 
to challenge longtime City 
Councilman Frank Mancu-
so in the upcoming election. 
Mancuso, who had held the 
seat continuously since 1963, 
was re-elected. Mancuso 
eventually lost the District E 
seat by an almost 3-1 margin 
during a runoff election in 
1993 to attorney Joe Roach.

30 years ago (1996)
 Donald Roventini Jr., 16, 
died following a workout for 
the Dobie sophomore foot-
ball team. It was determined 
he suffered a heart attack as 

to HFD Deputy Chief Doug-
las Harrison, the injuries 
took place when a hose came 
loose from a hydrant and 
struck them both. The pair 
are expected to make a full 
recovery, offi cials said.
 While the fi re was large-
ly tempered by 10:30 a.m., 
crews stayed at the site 
throughout the afternoon to 
prevent the structure from 
collapsing. Firefi ghting ef-
forts caused the close of 
Fuqua, creating extensive 
traffi c delays in the area.
 The church, a fi xture in 
the community for more than 
seven decades, suffered sig-
nifi cant structural damage 
and was declared a total loss 
by fi re offi cials.
 The church had occupied 
the current building for the 
past 25 years, and the church 
had just completely renovat-
ed following a tornado that 
struck just two years earlier.
 The cause of the fi re re-
mained under investigation. 
Offi cials had not yet deter-
mined whether it was acci-
dental or the result of foul 
play. A spokesperson from 
the Houston Fire Department 
stated that their records de-
partment is actively review-
ing the incident.
 Because the structure was 
a place of worship, the inci-
dent was investigated by fed-
eral agencies as well as local 
entities, with the ATF joining 

the investigation.
 Despite the devastation, 
church leaders were already 
making plans to continue 
their ministry, which includes 
approximately 100 members. 
While services at the Fuqua 
location were suspended 
temporarily, members of the 
congregation explored alter-
native venues to hold wor-
ship and community gather-
ings. The church’s website 
encouraged members to stay 
connected through small 
groups and ministry outreach 
programs.
 Services were temporar-
ily held at the FountainBlu 
Event Center in Pasadena 
Sunday, Sept. 14, following 
the incident.
 No civilians were injured 
in the fi re.

Sat., Oct. 3, 2026
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

1548 N. Riviera Cir.
Pearland

Admission: $5
Cash, Check or Zelle

Over 70 Vendors for clothing, jewelry, home décor, specialty food 
products, candles, yard art and much more. A portion of the proceeds support 

Military Moms and Wives of Brazoria County.
Located off of Scarsdale Blvd. between 518 and Blackhawk Blvd.

No strollers, please.

BellaVita Community

Durham Park Community Garage Sale
Saturday, Oct. 3, 2026, 8 am – 2 pm 

Rain or Shine 
PLEASE DO NOT BLOCK THE SIDEWALK WITH YOUR ITEMS
POR FAVOR NO BLOQUEE LA ACERA CON SUS ARTÍCULOS 
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AARP Webster sets October meeting
 AARP Webster Area Chapter 199 is welcoming one to join them at 9:30 a.m. on Thurs-
day, Oct. 8 at the House of Prayer Lutheran Church, 14045 Space Center Blvd., Houston, 
TX 77062. One is invited to come to meetings and to enjoy coffee, cookies and fellow-
ship. before the meeting starts at 10 a.m. Each month there is entertainment or a speaker 
on various topics of interest to seniors, followed by a social activity.
 The October program will be a presentation on brain health by Dr. Agenor Limon from 
the University of Texas Medical Branch who is an associate professor and vice chair for 
research in neurology and director of the Mitchell Center for Neurodegenerative Diseas-
es. He will discuss Alzheimer’s disease in honor of Brain Awareness Month. After the talk 
there will be an Alzheimer’s walk at the church building.
 Saturday, Oct. 17, Chapter 199 will participate in the 2026 Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
at Stewart Beach (201 Seawall Blvd.) in Galveston. The event will start at 8 a.m., with an 
opening ceremony at 8:45 a.m. and the 3-mile walk beginning at 9 a.m. Registration is 
free. Contact Veronica Stanford, at 409-256-1195, regarding transportation to Galveston.
 AARP Chapter 199 is hosting a bus trip on Tuesday, Oct. 20 to tour River Rendezview 
Paddle Boat in Brazoria. Lunch will be held off the boat. One may register for this trip at 
the Oct. 8 Chapter meeting. One must be a member of our local chapter to participate in 
our bus trips. 
 If one is interested in joining AARP Chapter 199, annual dues are $8 per year per per-
son. However, one must be a member of national AARP and show one’s current national 
membership card to join any local chapter. AARP chapters are separately incorporated 
affi liates of AARP. For more information, contact President Veronica Stanford at 409-
256-1195 or at veronica_stfrd46@yahoo.

Lariaette of the
Week, Sept. 18

The J. Frank Dobie Lariaette of the week of Sept. 
18 is sophomore Emma Gurrusquieta, a fi rst-year 
member.

Chamber’s Evening of Cuisine celebrates 25th anniversary

Taking home the prize for Best Appetizer at this year’s Evening of Cuisine was Crazy 
Alan’s Swamp Shack. Shown above at the event are, left to right, Christine Jorgensen, 
Cody Graves and Melissa Galeana. Photos by Bruce Summers

Remton Vietnamese Cuisine won Best Decorated Booth at the 25th annual Evening of 
Cuisine. Owner Tracy Tran (left) is shown above with Ashlyn McDonald.

Whiskey Cake took home the Best Dessert prize at the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce’s Evening of Cuisine. Shown above accepting the honor are Brittain Davis, 
Megan O’Rear and Erik Esch.

The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s Eve-
ning of Cuisine celebrated its 25th anniversary Thursday, 
Sept. 17. The annual fundraiser allows attendees to sample 
a wide variety of food and drink from local vendors who 
are competing for prizes. This year, event newcomer Noon 

Mirch won both the Best Entrée  and Best Adult Beverage 
awards. Shown above at the event are, left to right, Tiana 
Washington, event chair; Hema Fagnani; Benji Martínez; 
Jenny Thapa and Rashad Darius, Noon Mirch; and Lisa 
Holbrook, chamber president. See related photo on Page 1.
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

Class of 2024 Dobie graduate Lexie Gonzalez, now a junior standout within 
the Lamar University volleyball program, earlier this month eclipsed the 2,000 
career-assist mark. The Cardinals are off to a bit of a slow start this season but 
are focused on ramping things up for a big run in Southland Conference action. 
 Lamar University photo 

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!
Stephen F. Austin University freshman Aniston Collins has made a solid early 
impression with the Lumberjacks early on in the NCAA women’s volleyball 
season. The Class of 2026 Lutheran South Academy graduate has registered 
194 assists through 47 total sets as of Sept. 24. At right is SFA head coach Deb-
bie Humphreys. SFA photo

Dobie cross-country hosts prestigious Longhorn Stampede
 In what has become one 
of the most prestigious 
regular season cross-coun-
try meets across the Re-

gion 3 landscape, Dobie 
played host to the 2026 
Longhorn Stampede Sept. 
17 at Dobie main, hosting 

77 high school programs 
in all in a variety of dis-
tance events as teams be-
gan gauging their level of 

competitiveness with the 
postseason now roughly a 
month away. 
 Dobie will also host the 

District 19-6A Champion-
ships coming Oct. 14 on 
the main campus featur-
ing many of the same race 
routes. 
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
team is considered one of 
the top contenders for a 
district championship in 
18-6A next month, and the 
Longhorns were able to 
match their talents against 
those of many of the top 
programs in the region at 
the Stampede. 
 The highly anticipated 
varsity boys’ Division 1 
race featuring a 5,000-me-
ter course did not disap-
point, with Friendswood 
senior Alex Hillier coming 
away as the overall gold 
medalist in a time of 15 
minutes, 40.80 seconds. 
 Dobie captured the next 
two spots with juniors 
Cruz Jasso and Jordan 
Roman coming through in 
a big way. Jasso was sec-
ond in a time of 15:59.00, 
followed by Roman, third 
overall, with his time of 
16:14.30. 
 Longhorn sophomore 
Robert Pheister returned 
to the lineup in a big way 
as he was 13th overall 
with a time of 16:54.60. 
 Senior Ruben Flores 

clocked in at 17:43.00 
for 52nd place, and junior 
Jorge Rodriguez was the 
team’s fifth official qual-
ifier as he was 57th at a 
time of 17:48.20. 
 In the varsity boys’ Di-
vision 1 final team stand-
ings, it was Cinco Ranch 
finishing first with 82 
points, followed by Deer 
Park’s 87 points. Friend-
swood was third at 95, 
with Dobie fourth with 
122. 
 Other programs from 
19-6A competing at the 
event including Bra-
zoswood, which was sev-
enth and Pearland, which 
finished 10th. 
 In the girls’ top race, 
the Cardenas sisters from 
Manvel were not in at-
tendance. Instead, Clear 
Creek sophomore Kaylee 
Mendoza was the top 
overall medalist in the Di-
vision 1 5,000 meter event 
and she closed strong for a 
time of 18 minutes, 54.70 
seconds. Kate Rogers of 
Cinco Ranch took second 
as she was in at 19:00.10
 In the varsity girls’ Di-
vision 1 team standings, 
Willis made the trip to 
Sagemont and came away 
with the championship 

with a low of 84 points. 
Friendswood was second 
and narrowly held off 
Deer Park, the top 6A pro-
gram in the field. 
 For those considered 
in the top rung of tal-
ent in the 19-6A district, 
Brazoswood was fourth 
at 145. Dobie wound up 
ninth overall with a 213 
accumulation. 
 The host Longhorn 
girls were ninth in the 
team standings as senior 
Aracely Alvarado, as she 
has done in each race to 
this point this season, led 
the way for her team as 
she was 10th with a clock-
ing of 19:54.91. 
 Freshman Sofia Charles 
was Dobie’s second over-
all best finisher as her time 
of 20:16.80 placed her 
14th. 
 Next up for the Long-
horns was another fresh-
man, Marley Manriquez, 
who crossed the finish line 
at 22:15.40 for 66th place. 
Another freshman, Cecil-
ia Bogany, captured 78th 
place with her finish of 
22:42.50. 
 The Longhorns’ fifth 
official qualifier was Ma-
ria Arredondo, a senior, as 

Continued on Page 8

JFD varsity volleyball 
needs second-half push

 With the final stretch 
of the varsity volleyball 
season set to soon begin 
across the state, Dobie is 
in decent position but still 
on the outside looking in 
according to the 19-6A 
standings, while Luther-
an South Academy is 
moving along just fine in 
its season to this point.
 Leading into a road 
match at Alvin Sept. 
22 after press time, the 
Longhorns were looking 
to defeat the Yellowjack-
ets to finish at 4-4 in the 
first half of league play. 
 That 4-4 record is 
good for fifth place to 
this point. With Dawson, 
Pearland Manvel and 
Shadow Creek comfort-
ably out in front in the 
playoff seeds, it just may 
come down to Manvel, 
currently tied for third, 
and Dobie for the final 
playoff spot. In the first 
meeting, Dobie and Man-
vel went the distance.
 On Sept. 18 at Dobie, 
the Mavericks escaped 

with a 25-21, 22-25, 28-
26, 21-25, 15-9 victory in 
the end. 
 With the victory, Man-
vel is currently tied with 
Shadow Creek for third 
place at 5-2, with the 
Longhorns knotted with 
Alvin for fifth place at 
3-4. The Longhorns went 
into the battle at Alvin 
with a 15-16 overall re-
cord as numerous players 
have contributed in all 
phases of the game to this 
point. 
 Alyssa Espinoza is av-
eraging 2.7 kills per set 
to go along with 1.9 kills 
per set for Mahoganii 
Davis. Freshman Neri-
ah LeBlanc is averaging 
1.8 kills per set. Davis’ 
0.186 hitting percentage 
leads the way, and she 
is also the JFD leader in 
total blocks with 36. Aly 
Garza is averaging 4.6 
digs per set, and Espino-
za has 39 service aces to 
lead the team. In the set-
ting department, Riese 
 Continued from Page 6 

Friendswood’s Alex Hillier (center) proved to be 
a cut above the rest as he was the gold medalist 
in the Division 1 varsity boys’ 5,000-meter event 
at the Longhorn Stampede, clocking in at 15 min-

utes, 40.80 seconds. Cruz Jasso of Dobie (left) was 
the runner-up at 15:59.00, followed by teammate 
Jordan Roman (right), who was third with a time 
of 16:14.30.

JFD football crushes Rayburn; invites Sharks for homecoming
 Following a 42-7 victo-
ry over Sam Rayburn Sept. 
18 at Veterans Stadium in 
Pasadena, the Dobie varsi-

1-1 within district competi-
tion with its win over the 
Texans, the Sharks easily 
took care of visiting Bra-

6:30 p.m. as the undefeated 
Shadow Creek Sharks visit. 
 While the Longhorns 
improved to 2-2 overall and 

ty football team will now 
host homecoming on the 
same turf at Veterans Sta-
dium Sept. 24, beginning at 

zoswood as they continue 
to excel in all phases of the 
game.
 To this point in the sea-

son, the Sharks have prov-
en to be one of the more 
individually talented pro-
grams in the region. 
 Senior Xavier Muham-
mad, a transfer from South 
Houston High School, is 
just one of the many stand-
outs on the defensive side. 
 Offensively, Shadow 
Creek features senior quar-
terback Tavis Coleman, 
who through a pair of 
games had completed 37 
of 60 throws for 532 yards 
and four touchdowns. 
 Receiver Jaylen Addai, 
a junior, was on the receiv-
ing end of 10 of Coleman’s 
completions for a tremen-
dous 190 yards. Sopho-
more receiver Brandon 
Lafell had 12 catches for 
179 yards. 
 Clearly, the Sharks pos-
sess plenty of catch and run 
ability that the Longhorns 
will need to keep a handle 
on. 
 Pearland is the leader 
in the district race to this 
point, having produced rel-
atively easy victories over 
both the Longhorns and 
Dawson. In an inter-school 
district battle against Daw-
son Sept. 18 at The Rig in 
Pearland, the Oilers com-
pleted a rather one-sided 
48-14 victory to move to 
4-0 overall. 
 Manvel, also unbeat-

en this season at 3-0, has 
allowed just seven points 
defensively while scoring 
a total of 142 points. Pasa-
dena Memorial is now 2-2 
overall and, like Dobie, 
is 1-1 in district action af-
ter winning an overtime 
thriller at Alvin by a 43-41 
count.
 To this point in the Dis-
trict 19-6A race, Shad-
ow Creek is out to a 1-0 
start following a bye in 
its schedule early on. The 
Sharks are 3-0 overall. 
Pearland is atop the district 
standings at 2-0 and is 4-0 
overall. Manvel is also un-
defeated at 3-0 through the 
first month of the season.
 Shadow Creek enjoyed 
its bye in the schedule to 
open league play Sept. 11, 
then blanked Brazoswood 
61-0 Sept. 18.
 The Longhorns have 
now rushed for 947 yards 
and thrown for just 221 
through the air in their first 
four games of the season 
and figure to lean into the 
running game. 
 Junior Adrian Taylor 
trails only Royce Swan of 
Pearland in the rushing de-
partment within the league. 
Swan has carried 70 times 
for 634 yards and eight 
touchdowns while Tay-
lor has accumulated 543 
yards on 62 carries with six 
touchdowns. 
 The Longhorns’ Tyler 
Owens has also rushed for 
183 yards on 25 carries, 
and J’mier Gasaway has 
rushed for 113 yards on 31 
totes. 
 Dobie senior re-
ceiver Nolen Thom-
as has 10 receptions
 Continued on Page 8

Gonzalez reaches milestone at Lamar; Collins starts well at SFA

Pass-rusher R.J. Robinson of Dobie (15) celebrates 
after making a big play against Sam Rayburn as 
he and his teammates limited the Texans during an 
easy 49-7 victory Sept. 18 at Veterans Stadium in 
Pasadena.  Photo by Kendrick Ramos

Longhorn place-kicker Nathanael Campos was successful on a pair of 37-yard 
field goals in an eventual 49-7 victory over Sam Rayburn Sept. 18 at Veterans 
Stadium in Pasadena. Campos has been a huge bright spot for the team early 
on this season.  Photo by Kendrick Ramos

Dobie co-captain Alyssa Espinoza (1) has sur-
passed 500 career kills in her standout career 
with the Longhorns. Most importantly, she and 
her teammates are looking to make a second-half 
run in league play as the push to the postseason 
intensifies.  Photo by Donna Alsdorf
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Dobie hosts Shadow Creek 

Clear Springs at Dickinson 

Clear Brook versus Clear Falls 

Atascocita at North Shore 

Katy Jordan versus Katy Taylor 

Goose Creek Memorial hosts
 Port Arthur Memorial 

La Porte at Beaumont West Brook 

Baytown Sterling at Galveston Ball

Angleton at Iowa Colony 

Katy Freeman at Pasadena

Season record

South Belt 
football 

predictions

Shadow Creek 

Dickinson 

Clear Falls 

North Shore 

Katy Jordan 

Port Arthur Memorial 

La Porte 

Baytown Sterling 

Angleton 

Katy Freeman 

10-0

30-10

Dobie

Dickinson 

Clear Falls 

North Shore 

Katy Jordan 

Port Arthur Memorial 

La Porte 

Baytown Sterling 

Angleton 

Katy Freeman 

10-0

32-8

Dobie 

Dickinson 

Clear Falls 

North Shore 

Katy Taylor 

Port Arthur Memorial 

La Porte 

Baytown Sterling 

Angleton 

Katy Freeman 

9-1

28-12

Shadow Creek

Dickinson

Clear Falls

North Shore

Katy Jordan

Port Arthur Memorial

La Porte

Galveston Ball

Angleton

Katy Freeman 

9-1

28-12

John Bechtle Emory Gadd Stephen Sutton Debbie Vaughn

Last Week’s Results

BAFL Week 7 
Sept. 26

Cowboys’ 
Peewee 

at Red Raiders, 
8 a.m. 

Cowboys’ 
Freshmen 

at Red Raiders, 
9:30 a.m. 

Cowboys’ 
Sophomores 

at Red Raiders, 
11:30 a.m. 

Cowboys’ 
Juniors 

at Red Raiders, 
1:30 p.m. 

Cowboys’ 
Seniors 

at Red Raiders, 
3:30 p.m. 

Peewee Division
Team  W  L  T
Hurricanes  6 0 0 
Wildcats  5 0 0 
Pearland Texans  4 1 1 
Red Raiders  4 1 0 
Braves  4 2 0 
Panthers  4 2 0 
Manvel Texans  4 2 0 
Buccaneers  3 2 0 
Chargers  3 2 0 
Cowboys  2 2 1 
Patriots  2 3 0 
49ers  2 4 0 
Gators  2 4 0 
Stingrays  2 4 0 
Sharks  1 4 0 
La Porte Texans  1 4 0 
Eagles  0 6 0 
Longhorns  0 6 0 

Freshman Division
Team  W  L  T
49ers  6 0 0 
Stingrays  5 1 0 
Manvel Texans  5 1 0 
Red Raiders  4 1 0 
Wildcats  4 1 0 
Hurricanes  4 2 0 
Pearland Texans  4 2 0 
Patriots  3 2 0 
Eagles  3 3 0 
Panthers  3 3 0 
Buccaneers  2 3 0 
Cowboys  2 3 0 
Chargers  2 3 0 
Sharks  1 4 0 
Gators  1 5 0 
Longhorns  1 5 0 
La Porte Texans  0 5 0
Braves  0 6 0 

Sophomore Division
Team  W  L  T
Red Raiders  5 0 0 
49ers  5 1 0 
Manvel Texans  5 1 0 
Panthers  4 1 1
Stingrays  4 1 1 
Wildcats  4 1 0 
Chargers  4 2 0 
Gators  4 2 0 
Hurricanes  4 2 0 
Sharks  3 2 0 
Pearland Texans  3 3 0 
Eagles  2 4 0 
Buccaneers  1 4 0 
Patriots  1 4 0 
Braves  1 5 0 
Cowboys  0 5 0 
La Porte Texans  0 5 0
Longhorns  0 6 0 

Junior Division
Team  W  L  T
Manvel Texans  6 0 0 
Buccaneers  5 0 0 
Cowboys  5 0 0 
Stingrays  5 1 0 
49ers  4 2 0 
Panthers  4 2 0 
Chargers  3 2 0 
Red Raiders  3 2 0 
Gators  3 3 0 
Sharks  2 3 0 
Wildcats  2 3 0 
Braves  2 4 0 
Hurricanes  2 4 0 
Pearland Texans  2 4 0 
Patriots  1 4 0 
Eagles  1 5 0 
La Porte Texans  0 5 0 
Longhorns  0 6 0 

Senior Division
Team  W  L  T
Pearland Texans  6 0 0 
La Porte Texans  5 0 0 
49ers  5 1 0 
Gators  5 1 0 
Sharks  4 1 0 
Wildcats  4 1 0 
Manvel Texans  4 2 0 
Buccaneers  3 2 0 
Chargers  3 2 0 
Hurricanes  3 3 0 
Stingrays  3 3 0 
Patriots  2 3 0 
Eagles  2 4 0 
Longhorns  1 4 0 
Cowboys  0 5 0 
Red Raiders  0 5 0 
Braves  0 6 0 
Panthers  0 6 0 

BAFL Weekly Standings

 Undefeated Barbers Hill 
and Deer Park both scored 
convincing victories to 
highlight the opening week 
of the District 18-6A var-
sity football season as the 
race to the playoffs is un-
derway. 
 There appears to be a 
clear division between the 
haves and have-nots in the 
league, with essentially 
fi ve solid and improving 
programs battling for four 
spots. 
 Barbers Hill, new to the 
Class 6A ranks but show-
ing no issues in making 
the jump, improved to 4-0 
overall following a easy 
44-17 home victory over 
the Clear Falls night Sept. 
18 at Eagle Stadium. 

Barbers Hill, Deer Park highlight 18-6A openers
 Barbers Hill quarterback 
Luke Babin tossed a pair of 
long touchdown passes to 
Keagan Norton, one for 71 
yards and a second score 
for 82 yards as the Eagles 
rolled to the victory. 
 Clear Falls, a perennial 
playoff-qualifi er but out to 
a slow start to this point in 
the season, fell to 1-3 over-
all while dropping a crucial 
opening week game within 
league play. 
 Falls victimized itself by 
committing six turnovers, 
hampering efforts to score 
points despite the offense 
moving into Eagle territo-
ry on numerous occasions 
throughout the night. Bar-
bers Hill also got a 42-yard 
touchdown run from re-

ceiver Braylon Fisher. 
 Clear Falls quarter-
back Reid Jeffrey, a trans-
fer from Lutheran South 
Academy, threw four 280 
yards in the game but also 
tossed three interceptions. 
 Babin, who has elevated 
himself as one of the top 
quarterbacks in the area, 
accumulated 328 yards 
passing while both Mor-
ton (164 yards) and Fish-
er (102 yards) eclipsed the 
100-yard mark in reception 
yardage. 
 Clear Falls will have 
a chance to get back on 
track while taking on Clear 
Brook Sept. 25 at Chal-
lenger Columbia stadium 
in Webster. On the same 
night, Barbers Hill will 
take on a 1-3 Clear Creek 
team at Veterans Memorial 
Stadium in League City.
 Deer Park also stayed 
undefeated at 4-0 follow-
ing a 54-7 victory over 
Clear Brook Sept. 17 at 
Challenger Columbia Sta-
dium in Webster. 
 The Deer, who will host 
Clear Lake Sept. 25 at Ab-
shier Stadium in Deer Park, 
have now scored at least 35 
points in each of its four 
victories to start the season. 
 Overall, Deer Park 
has produced 175 points 
while allowing just 31 as 
head coach Austin Flynn’s 
group has excelled with 
second-year quarterback 
Haden LaFrenz excelling 
as a dual threat. 
 Dickinson came into the 
start of district play winless 
at 0-3 but quickly changed 
its fortunes with a 72-0 
route of Clear Lake. In 
that one, the Gators  went 
to Veterans Memorial Sta-
dium in League City and 
absolutely crushed the Fal-
cons to get back on track 
after losses to area pow-
ers Ridge Point, Katy and 
Atascocita to open the sea-
son. 

 The Gators scored four 
touchdowns in the fi rst 
quarter and never looked 
back while cruising to the 
victory. Dickinson will 
now host Clear Springs 
Sept. 25 at Vitanza Stadi-
um in Dickinson. 
 In another key match-
up to open district play, 
Clear Springs was able to 
squeeze past Clear Creek 
23-21 at Challenger Co-
lumbia Stadium in Web-
ster. 
 In what ended up being 
the most competitive game 
between the two programs 
in recent years, the Char-
gers were able to even their 
overall record at 2-2. 
 Each of the Chargers’ 
four games to this point 
this season have been de-
cided by a fi eld goal or 
less. Charger running back 
Darrien Moore led the way 
as he rushed for 88 yards 
in the game as the visitors 
took a 13-0 lead after one 
quarter of action. 
 But with quarterback 
Rafe Trevino passing for 
85 yards and running for 
94 more, Clear Creek 
stayed in the game. 
 Clear Springs receiver 
Parker Tramposch caught a 
35-yard touchdown pass to 
give the Chargers a 23-14 
lead only to see the Wild-
cats pull within 23-21 with 
just over a minute to play. 
Clear Springs recovered 
the onside kick to hold on 
to the victory.
 It is very much looking 
like a fi ve-team race to the 
fi nal postseason stretch, 
and both Barbers Hill and 
Deer Park have announced 
their presence in the race. 
Dickinson could very well 
be on the upswing after 
getting its fi rst victory, 
while Clear Springs and 
Clear Falls appear in need 
of showing a bit more as 
the district 18-6A race con-
tinues. 

District 18-6A Week 2 Action
Dickinson hosts 
Clear Springs 
Sept. 25, 7 p.m. at 
Vitanza Stadium 

Deer Park hosts 
Clear Lake 
Sept. 25, 7 p.m.  

Abshier Stadium

Clear Falls hosts  
Clear Brook
Sept. 25, 7 p.m. 

Challenger Columbia 

Clear Creek hosts 
Barbers Hill 

Sept. 25, 7 p.m. 
CCISD Veterans  

Dobie varsity volleyball players, from left, Brianna Huesca (8,) Alyssa Espino-
za (1) and Mahoganii Davis (10) pose for the camera during the Longhorns’ 
straight-set win over Pasadena Memorial. Following a tough fi ve-set loss to 
Manvel, Dobie is 3-4 in district action heading into a road match at Alvin after 
press time.  Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Thompson Intermediate seventh-grade B football standout Keiden Torres 
(21) sheds a Park View defender on his way to a big gain during the Lions’ 
victory over the Cowboys Sept. 14. The Lions have gotten out to a strong 
start this season.  Photos by David Flickinger

Thompson seventh-grade B defender Nathan Rivera (80) made a big stop 
against the Park View Cowboys that resulted in a turnover as the Lions 
cruised to a big victory in the matchup at Thompson Sept. 14.

Lions’ 7B football playing well

Thompson has excelled on the defensive side of things to this point in the 
season with Luke Stevens (15) and others making big plays for the Lions’ 7B 
squad during the Pasadena ISD regular season.

Volleyball programs in final push
Continued from Page 5
Rackley is the team leader 
with 318 assists to go with 
251 for Alyssa Goree. Se-
nior Leah Hernandez also 
has 127 assists. 
 At Lutheran South, the 
Pioneers have delivered 
an 18-10 overall record to 
this point, including 3-1 in 
district action. Lutheran 
South has been to the state 
tournament three times in 
the past four years but has 
undergone a bit of a roster 
revamp this season. 
 Still, head coach Geoff 
Stresman’s team has played 
well. Megan Schwanbeck, 
a junior outside hitter, 
leads the team with 3.5 
kills per set, followed by 
sophomore Carissa Hon 
ore with 3.2 kills per set. 
 Junior Addy Musgrove 
leads the team in hitting 
percentage at 0.301. Char-
lie Marsico is the team 
leader in digs at 4.3 per set, 
and junior Lucy Gatrall has 
39 total blocks. Musgrove 
has 74 service aces, and 
Marsico leads the way with 
282 digs. Musgrove is far 
and away the team lead-
er with 628 assists as the 
team’s primary setter.



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656

       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.
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Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDARCynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill,” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
and Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope 
Community United Methodist Church, 
2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland 
– Check website for time and loca-
tion https://pearlandrotary.com/
events/calendar or call 832-293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s 
office and an old-time kitchen. Open 
Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 204 S. 
Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon 
at 713-472-0565 for appointment. 
Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast 
With Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
– Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://
aahous ton .o rg /mee t i ngs / impe -
fect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 for 
more information. Meets Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Vigilance Group of NA, open meet-
ing, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). 
For details, call 713-661-4200 or vis-
it www.hascona.com or https://nas-
tuff.com/. Meets Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hasha-
lom – All services are live and Zoom 
online. For details on the 7 p.m. Fri-
day night or the 9:30 a.m. Saturday 
service, Judaism classes, fi lm series, 
and lunch with the rabbi, visit https://
www.shaarhashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group 
– meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 
8 – 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of prob-
lem drinkers/addicts share and dis-
cover choices available. Call 281-
484-9243.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group 
AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC 
Wednesday,  Friday and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION 
REPAIR OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Support
Leader

Advertisers

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing ServiceANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

BETO’S REMODELING
Painting • Sheetrock • Texture • Pressure Wash • Carpentry 

Roofing • Framing • Wood Fence • Hardy Plank Siding 
Free Estimates

Cell: 832-563-9321 Ask for Beto

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

281-484-9243.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast 
With Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Ha-
shalom – See Friday’s notice.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Angli-
can Church – has worship Tuesday 
at 11:30 a.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
(Bible study, Book of Revelation, at 6 
p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m and 10:15 
a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. (in 
back of a medical/retail community). 
For details, call 281-479-7285 and 
leave a message, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A 
faith-based 12-Step program, at the 
Life Recovery Church,  5215 Preston 
Ave., Pasadena TX, 77505. Call 713-
419-2635 for details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – 
See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group 
AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
– Imperfect Nooners Group. See 
Friday’s notice.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets 
Monday at Denny’s, 19212 Gulf 
Freeway. Join the fun and improve 
crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Email huff_reunion@
juno.com for info.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
– St. Luke’s Group, 12-Step Recov-
ery, open meeting Mondays, 7 p.m. 
in the Education Bldg. in room 6, at 
11011 Hall Road. For details, call Rita 
at 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) – Chapter #0683 
Friendswood meets at the 
Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 
N. Friendswood Dr. in the education-
al bldg., room 201. For information, 
call Lynette Ringrose at 832-858-
4617 or Dorothy Pourteau at 713-
875-8820.

7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 
– See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast 
With Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – See Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA). 
See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. 
League City Parkway, League City, 
77573, is open. Neva and Bill 
Schroder coordinate Wednesday 
sessions for casual ballroom dancing 
(not dance lessons). Park activity 
cardholders attend free. Call 281-
554-1180 for details.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
– Imperfect Nooners Group. See 
Friday’s notice.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 
– See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – 
See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group 
AA – See Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast 
With Bill,” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., and Saturday at 7:30 a.m., 
Hope Community United Methodist 
Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous-
ton.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland 
– Check website for time and loca-
tion https://pearlandrotary.com/
events/calendar or call 832-293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s 
office and an old-time kitchen. Open 
Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 204 S. 
Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon 
at 713-472-0565 for appointment. 
Tours 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

LEADER 
READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 
Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeksHELP

WANTED

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 

required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 10-29
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
RVs, etc. We also clean 
solar panels. Time for 
c lean ing.  Free 
Estimates! 10-29
V.L. TREE & LAND-  
SCAPING. Mow, trim, 
edge, trim shrubs, flow-
er beds, planting new 

grass, mulching, tree 
cutting, and more. 
Competitive rates. Free 
estimates. Good refer-
ence. Call Ruben Vela 
@ 346-577-3347.         
 10-29

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

The Wiggle Room, located at 1107 Vista Rd, Pasadena, TX 77504, 
is seeking sealed bids for food service preparation & delivery. 

We serve an average of 220 breakfasts and 220 lunches per day, Monday – Friday,  
52 weeks per year. A 10% performance bond is required of the successful bidder. Bid  
packages can be picked up at 1107 Vista Rd., Pasadena, TX 77504 or downloaded at 
www.mycacfp.com/the-wiggle-room. Sealed bid will open at 9 a.m. Thursday, September 
24, 2026 and close on Thursday, October 8, 2026 at 4 p.m. The Wiggle Room reserves the 
right to reject any bid offer. Awards shall be made to the lowest responsible bidder meeting 
the specifications of the bid package. A responsible bidder is one who’s financial, technical, 
and other resources indicate an ability to perform the services required by this solicitation. 
This contract can be renewed for 4 additional years if service is satisfactory. We invite 
vendors to attend the sealed bid opening on Friday, October 9, 2026 at 12 pm at 1107 Vista 
Rd, Pasadena, TX 77504 in the director’s office.
Contracts are subject to review by the Texas Department of Agriculture, Food and  
Nutrition Division. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

NOTICE
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WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON TAX RATE
The SAGEMEADOW UTILITY DISTRICT will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
tax rate for the tax year 2026 on  October 14, 2026, at 7:30 P.M. at Clear Brook 
City M.U.D. Building, 11911 Blackhawk Boulevard, Houston, TX 77089. Your 
individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, de-
pending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value 
of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. 
The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the 
taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax burden 
among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on 
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including 
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each enti-
ty that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Dean Baier, Colleen Lamb, David C. Montgomery, 
 Glenn D. Williams and Edward Figueroa

AGAINST the proposal: None 

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this 
taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this 
year.
 Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ 0.52000/$100 $ 0.52000/$100
 Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value                              $ 0.00000/$100
Percentage increase/decrease in rates (+/-)                             .00%

Average appraised residence homestead value $ 257,377 $ 258,657
General homestead exemptions available $ 0 $ 0
   (excluding 65 years of age or older or
   disabled person’s exemptions)
Average residence homestead taxable value $ 257,377 $ 258,657
Tax on average residence homestead $ 1,338.36 $ 1,345.01

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)                                    $   6.65
and percentage of increase (+/-)                                        0.49%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO 
REDUCE TAX RATE

   If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and 
contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence home-
stead increasing by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by 
petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the 
operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section 
49.23603, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval 
tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Bears earn Athlete of the Week honors

The  Beverly Hills Intermediate eighth-grade boys’ 
athletics Athlete of the Week for the week ending 
Sept. 18 was Brian Martinez.

The Beverly Hills Intermediate seventh-grade 
boys’ athletics Athlete of the Week for the week 
ending Sept. 18 was Yamariyen Manuel. 

The Beverly Hills Intermediate eighth-grade girls’ 
athletics Athlete of the Week for the week ending 
Sept. 18 was Yanelly Hurtado.

The Beverly Hills Intermediate seventh-grade 
girls’ athletics Athlete of the Week for the week 
ending Sept. 18 was Olivia Tran. 

At left, Jordan Roman 
of Dobie continued to 
better his times during 
the season as he was 
the bronze medal-
ist individually in the 
varsity boys’ Division 
1 5,000-meter event, 
placing third overall. 
Roman came through 
with a time of 16 min-
utes, 14.30 seconds as 
the district champion 
from a season ago con-
tinues improve his per-
formances down the 
stretch. 

At right, Dobie junior 
Cruz Jasso (left), who 
fi nished as the silver 
medalist in the varsity 
boys’ Division 1 race, 
was congratulated by 
Pasadena ISD superin-
tendent Dr. Toni Lopez 
as she made an appear-
ance at the event Sept. 
17 at Dobie main. A time 
of 15 minutes, 59.00 
seconds was enough to 
get Jasso to the fi nish 
line as the overall run-
ner-up in the event.

At left, Longhorn ju-
nior Aracely Alvara-
do was once again 
her team’s top overall 
fi nisher in the var-
sity girls’ Division 1 
5,000-meter event. 
Alvarado turned in 
another terrifi c per-
formance at the Long-
horn Stampede as she 
was 10th overall in 
the 5,000-meter event, 
coming up with a time 
of 19 minutes, 54.91 
seconds in the event.

At right, Sofi a Charles 
of Dobie again came 
through in a big way for 
the varsity girls’ squad 
as she was 13th overall 
in the 5,000-meter Di-
vision 1 event. Charles 
produced a time of 19 
minutes, 54.91 seconds 
on her home course at 
Dobie and should be in 
position for a fantastic 
fi nish to her debut sea-
son at the varsity level.

Dobie offensive lineman Cesar Garcia (66) looks ahead to check the accuracy of 
a fi eld goal attempt for the Longhorns in the fi rst half of the team’s victory over 
Sam Rayburn. Kicker Nathanael Campos made a pair of fi eld goals in the fi rst 
half as the Longhorns built a big lead. Photo by Kendrick Ramos

Dobie defensive back Zaire Kendrick (4) goes against a Sam Rayburn player 
during a punt coverage play early on during the Longhorns’ eventual 42-7 vic-
tory over the Texans Sept. 18 at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. 

Photo by Kendrick Ramos

Horns dash past SR
after building big lead
Continued from Page 5
for 116 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns after reeling in 
another scoring pass against 
Sam Rayburn.
 The Longhorns wasted 
little time getting on the 
board midway through the 
opening quarter. 
 Taking over at the Ray-
burn 45-yard line follow-
ing a nice punt return from 
Jordan Ramirez, Dobie got 
19 yards and a fi rst down 
on their fi rst offensive snap 
from Taylor, and he went 
another 14 yards two plays 
later for a another fi rst 
down. 
 Oscar Hernandez hit 
Markeith Smith for a short 
game down to the 6-yard 
line before hitting Thom-
as down the middle with a 
short toss for the remaining 
six  yards and a 7-0 lead. 
 After forcing a turnover 
on downs in their own terri-
tory, the Longhorns made it 
15-0 as Taylor dashed into 

the end zone down the right 
side from 28 yards out and 
holder Marco Rincon took 
the direct snap on the con-
version and raced into the 
end zone for two points.
 The Longhorns extended 
the lead to 18-0 with 8 min-
utes, 33 seconds to go be-
fore halftime as Nathanael 
Campos was good from the 
37 yards out on a fi eld goal. 
 Taylor broke a tackle and 
raced down the middle for 
39 yards and a touchdown 
with just over 3 minutes 
to go in the opening half 
as the Longhorns were up 
25-0 and well on their way 
to squaring their overall re-
cord at 2-2.
 A holding call took away 
a touchdown from Taylor 
early in the third quarter, 
but Campos was good 
again from 37 yards away 
as the Longhorns took a 
commanding 28-0 edge 
midway through the third 
quarter.

19-6A Varsity Football
 Overall District
Pearland  4-0 2-0 
Manvel 3-0 1-0
Shadow Creek 2-1 1-0
Dawson 1-3 1-1
Dobie 2-2 1-1
Brazoswood 2-2 1-1
Memorial 2-2 1-1
Alvin 0-4 0-2
Rayburn 0-4 0-2

Stampede features top area runners
Continued from Page 5
she was 87th with her time 
of 22:14.30. 
 Sophomore Esmeralda 
Martinez was 89th with 
her timing of 22:17.40. 
Junior softball standout 
Destiny Sidiropoulos-
made the top 100 as she 

the event.
 In the junior varsity 
2-mile event, sophomore 
Mia Chavez of Dobie was 
her team’s top finisher 
with a time of 15:00.10.  
 Ava Flores, also a soph-
omore, placed 74th with a 
clocking of 15:39.00.

girls’ program was also in 
attendance at Dobie. The 
Wolverines’ top finisher 
was sophomore Xiomara 
Vasquez, who came to the 
finish line at 20:51.70.  
 Sophomore Emily Har-
rell delivered a clocking of 
23:32.30 for 95th place in 

was 98 overall in a time of 
22:38.10. 
 Ivanee Morales, a soph-
omore who has shown im-
provement throughout the 
season, placed 105th with 
a time of 24: 17.70. 

CB girls succeed
 The Clear Brook varsity 

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION
REPAIR

OR SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON
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