
 Deputies with Harris 
County Precinct 2 Con-
stable Jerry Garcia’s of-
fi ce recently busted an 
auto-theft ring.
 Precinct 2 was assist-
ed by the Pasadena Po-
lice Department in the 
operation.
 An investigation led 
by Garcia’s Special Op-
erations Unit took dep-
uties to a location in the 
300 block of Calvin Street in Pasadena, where 
investigators believed suspects were operating a 
potential auto-theft ring.
 A request was made to the Pasadena Police 
Department Auto Theft and Precinct 8 Hot Spot 
Units to assist with this investigation.   
While conducting this investigation deputies ob-
served several suspects transferring parts from 
stolen vehicles parked at the above location.
 Deputies and Pasadena Police eventually in-

tervened and were able 
to identify three stolen 
vehicles parked at the 
location. Two suspects 
who were on location 
were also taken into cus-
tody and charged with 
multiple felonies without 
incident. 
 Jazon Elizondo, 24, 
was arrested and charged 
with felony theft, and 
Jonathan Mendez, 21, 
was arrested and charged with felony unautho-
rized use of a motor vehicle 
 Garcia took to Facebook to thank the Pasade-
na Police Department for their help in this oper-
ation.
 “Thank you to the Pasadena Police Depart-
ment for the collaborative effort with this case 
and for taking down this auto-theft group,” Gar-
cia posted on his Facebook page. “Please stay 
safe and God bless.”
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 As September marks Prostate Cancer Aware-
ness Month, Harris County Public Health wants 
to raise awareness about prevention to reduce the 
impact of this prevalent disease. 
 Prostate cancer is one of the most common 
cancers among men, but the risk can be signifi -
cantly reduced through early detection and in-
formed lifestyle choices. 
 Prostate cancer affects the prostate gland, a 
small organ located below the bladder in men. 
The prostate gland produces fl uid that nourishes 
and transports sperm, making it an essential part 
of the male reproductive system. When the cells 
in the prostate gland start to grow uncontrolled, a 
tumor can form, leading to prostate cancer. This 

type of cancer usually progresses slowly and 
may not produce noticeable symptoms during its 
initial stages. 
 The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) reports that approximately 13 per-
cent of men in the U.S. will develop prostate can-
cer during their lifetime, and two to three men 
will die from it. Certain factors may increase a 
man’s chances of a diagnosis: 
 – Age (Almost all prostate cancer occurs in 
men 50 and over).
 – Race (Black men have a higher risk of being 
diagnosed).
 – Family history (One is reportedly at a higher 
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JFD homecoming parade set
 The annual Dobie homecoming parade will 
take place Wednesday, Sept. 27, beginning at 
5 p.m. The route will begin at Dobie on the 
Southbluff side, then proceed to Blackhawk 
and Hall Road, before returning to campus. 
Once back at Dobie, the event will feature a 
disc jockey and food trucks. The community is 
invited to participate.

Knights sell barbecue
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will host a 
barbecue fundraiser at St. Luke the Evangelist, lo-
cated at 11011 Hall Road, Saturday, Sept. 23, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 24, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Cost will be $15 for a two-meat plate with 
brisket, sausage, beans, potato salad and drink; $10 
for chopped beef sandwich with chips and drink; 
and $6 for sausage-on-a-stick. Proceeds will benefi t 
the church’s capital campaign.

Sagemeadow seeks vendors
 Sagemeadow is seeking local vendors with hand-
made/homemade items for its second annual fall festi-
val, set to take place Nov. 4 at Sagemeadow Park. Lo-
cal businesses are also welcome. If interested, email 
events@sagemeadow.org. 

Kirkwood to meet Sept. 25
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meeting 
will take place 6:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 25, at the 
Sagemont Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road 
near Beltway 8. Meetings are now scheduled for 
the last Monday of the month, rather than the last 
Thursday. For more information, call Kirkwood 
Civic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-
989-9990.

Sagemeadow meets Sept. 21
 Sagemeadow subdivision’s monthly HOA meet-
ing will be held at The Gardens, 12001 Beamer Road 
Thursday, Sept. 21, at 7:15 p.m.  The guest speak-
ers, Judge Jo Ann Delgado and Attorney Charles 
Daughtry, will provide a review of new laws passed 
by the Texas Legislature. This and all meetings are 
open to the public. For the meeting agenda or any in-
formation, visit www.sagemeadow.org.

New Covenant feeds needy
 New Covenant Christian Church, 10603 Black-
hawk, will distribute food the second and fourth Sat-
urday monthly from noon to 1 p.m. or until supplies 
run out. The purpose is to provide food to community 
people in need. For  information, call 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Pct. 2 Constable Jerry Garcia will 
be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, from 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m. each Thursday as part of the weekly Coffee with 
the Constable series. The next event is Sept. 21. For 
additional information, call Kay Barbour at 713-419-
3545.

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of active COVID-19 cases in the 
South Belt community once again increased in ZIP 
code 77089 this past week but remained stagnant in 
the area’s remaining two ZIP codes, according to 
Harris County health offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, Sept. 19, there were 131 active 
cases in 77089, up 10 from the previous week. To 
date, 142 from the ZIP code have died from the dis-
ease, no increase from the previous week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 13 active cases, no 
change from the previous week. To date, there have 
been 84 deaths in the ZIP code, no increase from the 
previous week.
 In 77034, there were 23 active cases, up one from 
the previous week. To date, 92 residents from ZIP 
code 77034 have died from the disease, no increase 
from the previous week.
 According to Harris County offi cials, the vast 
majority of the fatalities suffered from pre-existing 
health issues.
 Statistics are updated daily and include numbers 
from within the Houston city limits and through-
out Harris County. To view an interactive map, vis-
it covid-harriscounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cumula 
tive-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed 
from FM 517 in League City to FM 2004/Camp 
Wallace Access Road in Dickinson/Texas City 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed 
from FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access Road in 
Dickinson/Texas City to FM 519/Main Street in 
La Marque daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed 
from FM 519/Main Street in La Marque to Sail-
fi sh Street in Hitchcock daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Saturday, Sept. 30.  
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
Sailfi sh Street in Hitchcock to Galveston Cause-
way Bridge in Tiki Island daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Sept. 30. 
 The closures are associated with an ongoing 
construction project to widen the freeway from 
three to fi ve lanes in each direction and the front-
age roads from two to three lanes in each direction.

Sagemont to meet Oct. 3
 The Sagemont Civic Club will hold a meeting at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 3, at The Gardens, located at 
12001 Beamer at Hughes Road. All Sagemont res-
idents/homeowners are invited to attend. The meet-
ings typically take place the fi rst Tuesday of each 
month. For additional information, call Kay Barbour 
at 713-419-3545.

South Belt receives nearly 3 inches of rain
City remains in Stage 2 of drought plan, despite much-needed rainfall

National Night Out set for Oct. 3
Annual event aims to bring police, residents together

 The 39th annual National Night Out is set to take 
place Tuesday, Oct. 3.
 Begun in 1984, NNO is a nationwide program 
to foster better relationships between local police 
departments and the communities they serve.
 “NNO is a chance to bring neighborhoods to-
gether with the men and women who protect 
them,” said Houston Police Offi cer Emilio Reyes. 
“The safety of our communities depends on both 
law enforcement and the citizens they serve, and 
NNO events can enhance that cooperation. Prevent-

ing and solving crime is a community effort. NNO 
is an excellent program that helps the department 
build relationships with citizens and create safer 
neighborhoods.”
 More than 17,000 communities, representing all 
50 states, took part in last year’s campaign, attract-
ing roughly 38 million participants.
 The event formerly took place in August, but or-
ganizers have since changed the NNO’s Texas date 
to give residents an opportunity to enjoy cooler 
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County educates on prostate cancer
September marks Prostate Cancer Awareness Month

 Deputies with Harris 
County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble Jerry Garcia’s Toll Road 
Division have been crack-
ing down on DWIs along 
Beltway 8, making at least 
nine such arrests in just a 
two-week period.
 On Aug. 23, Toll Road 
Deputies with Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s offi ce con-
ducted a traffi c stop on a 
speeding vehicle in the 
6100 block of the South 
Sam Houston Tollway East.
 During the course of the 
traffi c stop, the driver dis-
played multiple signs of 
intoxication. Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests were 
administered, and it was de-
termined that the driver was 
intoxicated. The driver was 
safely arrested and booked 
into the Harris County Jail 
for driving while intoxicat-
ed. The driver was identi-
fi ed as 38-year-old, Edna 
Yadira Perez.
 On Aug. 24, Toll Road 
Deputies with Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s offi ce con-
ducted a traffi c stop on a 
speeding vehicle in the 
9800 block of the South 
Sam Houston Tollway East.
 During the course of the 
traffi c stop, the driver dis-
played multiple signs of 
intoxication. Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests were 
administered, and it was de-
termined that the driver was 
intoxicated. The driver was 
safely arrested and booked 
into the Harris County Jail 
for driving while intoxicat-
ed. The driver was identi-
fi ed as 27-year-old, Jaynay 
Green.
 On Aug. 26, at approxi-
mately 2:20 a.m. Toll Road 
Deputies with Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s offi ce con-
ducted a traffi c stop in the 
11700 block of the South 
Sam Houston Tollway, on a speeding vehicle that 
was also failing to drive in a single lane.

Pct. 2 cracks down on beltway DWIs
At least 9 such arrests made in just 2 weeks

Edna Perez

Jaynay Green

 During the course of the 
traffi c stop, the driver dis-
played multiple signs of 
intoxication. Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests were 
administered, and it was de-
termined that the driver was 
intoxicated.
 The driver was safely 
arrested and booked into 
the Harris County Jail for 
driving while intoxicated. 
The driver was identifi ed as 
21-year-old Justin Stahmer.
 On Aug. 27, Toll Road 
Deputies with Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s offi ce while 
patrolling the 4000 block of 
South Sam Houston Park-
way East, located a vehi-
cle stopped in a moving 
lane of traffi c, when depu-
ties approached the vehicle 
they located a white male 
asleep behind the wheel.
  Deputies immediately 
checked the welfare of the 
male and noticed the driver 
displayed multiple signs of 
intoxication. 
 Standardized Field So-
briety Tests were adminis-
tered, and it was determined 
that the driver was intoxi-
cated. The driver was safe-
ly arrested and booked into 
the Harris County Jail for 
driving while intoxicated. 
The driver was identifi ed as 
44-year-old, Archie James 
Umberger
 On Aug. 31, Toll Road 
Deputies with Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s offi ce con-
ducted a traffi c stop in the 7100 block of the 
South Sam Houston Tollway East, on a speeding 
vehicle that was traveling 100 miles per hour.
 During the course of the traffi c stop, the driv-
er displayed multiple signs of intoxication. Stan-
dardized Field Sobriety Tests were refused, and 
a blood warrant was drafted and executed. The 
driver was safely arrested and booked into the 
Harris County Jail for driving while intoxicated. 
The driver was identifi ed as 46-year-old Francis-
co Martinez.
 On Saturday, Sept. 2, Toll Road Deputies 
with Constable Jerry Garcia’s offi ce conducted 
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Deputies bust stolen car ring

Deputies with Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s Special Operations 
Unit recently conducted an investigation into an alleged auto-theft ring that led to a major 
bust in Pasadena. The investigation led to the arrest of two suspects who now face felony 
charges. The Pasadena Police Department assisted in the investigation. 

House catches fire on Flushing Meadows
 Houston fi refi ghters responded to a house fi re 
around 4:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 8, in the 12100 
block of Flushing Meadows near Astoria.
 According to Houston Fire Department offi cials, 
fi refi ghters arrived on scene within six minutes to 
fi nd fi re coming through the roof of a one-story 
house and made an offensive attack.
 They conducted a primary search and notifi ed 
CenterPoint to remove the meter to the home due 
to extensive damage to the roof. 

 The crews extinguished the fi re and requested 
HFD Arson investigators to determine the cause 
and origin. Investigators determined the fi re to be 
accidental in nature (unspecifi ed).
 The fi re caused an estimated $70,000 in dam-
age. Firefi ghters were able to save approximately 
$165,000 in property. No injuries were reported.
 In all, 36 personnel were dispatched to this inci-
dent, including fi refi ghters from stations 23, 70, 71, 
52, 93, 94, 24 and Rehab 17.

 The South Belt area received some much-need-
ed rainfall this past week, as the community be-
gins to recover from the extreme drought condi-
tions of the summer.
 According to the Harris County Flood Con-
trol District, the rain gauge at the Beamer Ditch 

Friday; and 2.16 inches of rain fell on Saturday.
 Despite the rainfall, the City of Houston re-
mains in Stage 2 of its Drought Contingency 

Plan, which limits residential water use. Resi-
dents serviced by local utility districts are not af-
fected by the water restrictions.

and Hughes Road recorded nearly 3 inches of 
rain between Thursday, Sept. 14, and Saturday, 
Sept. 16, with the vast majority falling Satur-
day.
 On Thursday, the gauge recorded 0.16 inch-
es of rainfall; the gauge recorded 0.64 inches on 

A 
welcomed
rainbow
graces

South Belt
A lucky South Belt resident 
may have stumbled across 
a pot of gold the evening 
of Saturday, Sept. 16, as a 
rainbow appeared to end 
roughly in front of Tony’s 
Pizza & Grinders along 
Blackhawk near Dobie 
High School. The rainbow 
shown to the left formed at 
a lucky 7:11 p.m., following 
hours of downpours that 
left the South Belt commu-
nity with approximately 3 
inches of rain in just three 
days, with the vast major-
ity falling Saturday, Sept. 
16. Despite the rainfall, the 
City of Houston remains in 
Stage 2 of its Drought Con-
tingency Plan, which limits 
residential water use. 
 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Jazon Elizondo

Pct. 2 deputies bust auto-theft ring
Pasadena Police Department assists with investigation

Jonathan Mendez
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Deaths

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library, 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to browse, 
check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For information, 
visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learn-
ing-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is 
closed Sundays.
 Thursday, Sept. 21, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Thursday, Sept. 21, 4 – 5 p.m. Family storytime. Registration required.
 Saturday, Sept. 23, 1 – 2 p.m. Book club: One Summer in Savannah by Terah Harris.
 Monday, Sept. 25, 11 a.m. – noon. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Tuesday, Sept. 26, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Children’s Musuem of Houston: The Basics Fun Shop.
 Tuesday, Sept. 26, 4 – 5 p.m. Retro games. Registration required.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for re-
search, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents with a 
library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s What’s 
Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a link for a 
temporary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Resources for Kids 
accesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. The ar-
chived storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. An-
other virtual program is Craft.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 24/7 with 
a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-audiobooks, streaming 
TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Until further notice, only 
electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and check-out. HPL has a  
collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog for previously requested hold selection 
may be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading the e-book or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. The library will follow state and county guidelines for 
mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Sept. 21, 10 – 11:30 a.m. Conversation club.
 Thursday, Sept. 21, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Monday, Sept. 25, 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. STEM Family story time.
 Monday, Sept. 25, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Book buddies.
 Monday, Sept. 25, 6 – 7 p.m. Conversation club.
 Tuesday, Sept. 26, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Tuesday, Sept. 26, 1 – 2 p.m. Pre Interview practice.
 Tuesday, Sept. 26, 1 – 2 p.m. Homeschool hangout.
 Wednesday, Sept. 27, 11:15 – 12:15 p.m. Family Place: Child workshop. Registration required.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://
www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

King reexamines the 
rationale for transit
 In polling, Americans consistently sup-
port more transit. Yet, ridership on transit 
fl atlined about 15 years ago before col-
lapsing in the pandemic. Ridership has 
recovered since the lows of the pandemic 
but is still almost 40% below the all-time 
highs in 2008. Some transit analysts be-
lieve that ridership will eventually recov-
er to the pre-pandemic levels but others 
doubt that it will ever recover, as transit 
faces the new headwinds of the work-at-
home paradigm and ubiquitous rider shar-
ing services like Uber and Lyft.
 This lackluster performance is despite 
an investment by American taxpayers of 
about $60 billion each year in transit.
 It seems to that this dichotomy between 
how Americans view transit and the re-
luctance of 99% of them to use it, raises 
some fundamental questions about what 
we believe the purpose of a transit system 
is in the fi rst place.I would like to hear your 
thoughts on this subject and have pre-
pared the attached survey asking about 
the purpose(s) of a transit system. I would 
greatly appreciate your participation. I am 
going to let this run for about a week and I 
will share the results with you.
 Thanks for your help.              Bill King

Muecke appreciative 
of Finner, vice versa
 Friday, Sept. 15, 2023  Chief Finner,
 I see you have made some changes 
and I guess over all I agree. But we cannot 
forget from a broken stop light to a killing, 
we have a police issue, and each one has 
to be addressed. The Houston Chronicle 
has played this up big time, not the many 
positive stops but the few where an inno-
cent is killed. We never want to lose a life in 
this situation. But criminals are with us un-
fortunately and you and the troops need to 
respond. Now this Saturday Sept. 16, 2023 
is Thank a police offi cer day. We that live 
in the Edgebrook corridor want to thank 
you (Commander Cruz) and the troops 
with a big Thank you.. James E. Muecke
 Sunday, Sept. 17, 2023 
 From: Finner, Troy R.
 To: Muecke, James E. 
 Thanks for your support James......
Sept. 17, 2023 
 Police Chief Finner took the time from 
his busy schedule to thank me. Not hard 
to thank them, wish more did so. Look at 
what he underlined. Our police/fi refi ghters 
are not supported as well in pay for the job 
they do. So when you do see one thank 
them including active military.

Jim (James E. Muecke)

In My Opinion
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11555 Beamer            281-481-5656
E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com
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 With heavy hearts, the 
family of Christiane Ingrid 
Colton announce the passing 
of Christiane Ingrid Colton.  
Born on Oct. 18, 1933, in 
Breslau, Germany, she passed 
May 3, 2023, at the age of 89, 
in Houston with loving fam-
ily by her side. A refugee of 
WWII, Christiane as a child 
had to endure many hardships. 
When she arrived in America 
in 1953, she taught herself 
English and became a United 
States citizen.
 She carried the same pride, 
love and courage raising her 
three boys, Michael Colton, 
Charlie Colton and Rob-
ert Colton. Christiane loved 
working in her gardens, she 
had a true green thumb. She 
loved painting, dancing and 
being young at heart while liv-
ing life to the fullest. She al-
ways had a contagious smile.
 Christiane volunteered at 
the American Legion Post 
490 Auxiliary at Ellington Air 
Force Base.
 She is deeply missed and 
loved by her sons and grand-
children, Jason Colton, Daniel 
Colton, Michael C. Colton, 
Sean P. Colton, William 
Colton and Alexander Colton.
 Christiane will be laid 
to rest next to her husband, 
Willard B. Colton, a 21-year 
veteran of the United States 
Army whose service includ-
ed tours of duty in Korea and 
Vietnam.
 Services will be held Fri-
day, Sept. 29, at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Houston National Ceme-
tery, 10410 Veterans Memori-
al Drive.
 Attendees are asked to ar-
rive by 10:15 a.m. in Lane 1 to 
be escorted to the service.

Christiane 
Ingrid Colton

Angela Marie 
Laredo

Sept. 14, 2023, at MD An-
derson Hospital in Houston. 
She was born Feb. 9, 1976, in 
Houston. She is survived by 
her loving and devoted par-
ents, Sam and Patricia Lare-
do; her three younger sisters, 
Christine Laredo, Patsy Lar-
edo and Leah Grafton (Ken); 
and nephews and niece, Jon-
athan Grafton, Samuel Graf-
ton and Susanna Grafton. 
She is also survived by many 
aunts, uncles and cousins. 
Angela is preceded in death 
by her paternal grandparents, 
Sam and Patsy Laredo, and 
her maternal grandparents, 
Wense and Virginia Savala. 
 Angela loved spending 
time with her family - travel-
ing to large U.S. cities, trips 
to Texas beaches, and explor-
ing the city of Houston where 
she was a proud, lifelong res-
ident. She enjoyed frequent-
ing her favorite local restau-
rants, attending many Astros 
games, musicals in the the-
atre district and volunteering 
for the 2017 Super Bowl.  
 Angela was an employee 
of San Jacinto College South 
Campus for 18 years, begin-
ning August 2005. During 
her tenure at the college, she 
worked in various depart-
ments, including enrollment 
services, president’s offi ce, 
and most recently in the lib-
eral arts division. She en-
joyed working alongside her 
colleagues, helping students, 
and being a part of the col-
lege that serves the commu-
nity where she lived. Some 
of her professional accom-
plishments include the Staff 
Excellence Award and the 
Monument Award. Angela 
earned her associate degree 
from San Jac and a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake. 
 Angela’s faith in Jesus 
Christ was the foundation 
of her life. She loved Bi-
ble study, attending special 
events at local churches, and 
encouraging others. Many 
of her years were devoted 
to church volunteer service, 
including children’s minis-
try, administrative support, 
Sunday School teacher, and 
hospitality ministry. She was 
most recently a member of 
Sagemont Church. A woman 
of excellence and integrity, 
Angela showed kindness 
and generosity to everyone 
she met. She will be great-
ly missed by her family and 
friends. 
 Visitation was Tuesday, 
Sept. 19. The Celebration of 
Life was Wednesday, Sept. 
20, at Grace Church. Her 
fi nal resting place will be at 
Forest Park Lawndale. 
 Flowers can be sent to 
Angela Laredo c/o Forest 
Lawn Funeral Services, 
8706 Almeda Genoa Road, 
Houston TX 77075. In lieu 
of fl owers, donations can be 
made online at www.samari
tanspurse.org to Samaritan’s 
Purse in honor of Angela 
Laredo.

Mark Kelly 
Roberts

Continued from Page 1
a traffi c stop in the 8900 block of 
the South Sam Houston Tollway 
East, on a speeding vehicle that 
was failing to maintain a single 
lane.
 During the course of the 
traffi c stop, the driver displayed 
multiple signs of intoxication. 
Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests were performed. A breath 
sample was collected and the 
driver was safely arrested and 
booked into the Harris County 
Jail for driving while intoxicat-
ed. The driver was identifi ed as 
34-year-old Michelle Dinh.
 On Saturday, Sept. 2, Toll 
Road Deputies with Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s Offi ce were dis-
patched to a possible driving 
while intoxicated vehicle. Dep-
uties quickly searched the area 
and located the vehicle. Depu-
ties observed the vehicle failing 
to maintain a single lane, caus-
ing danger to other drivers on 
the road. Deputies immediately 
conducted a traffi c stop in the 

Cracking down on beltway DWIs

Continued from Page 1
risk if a close relative had pros-
tate cancer as well as breast,o-
varian, or pancreatic cancer.).
 – Genetics (Certain gene 
mutations such as BRCA1 and 
BRCA2 might play a role.).
 – Diet (Eating large 
amounts of red meat and pro-
cessed foods can increase the 
risk.).
 Prostate cancer symptoms 
differ between persons. Most 
men do not have symptoms 
at all. Although some of these 
symptoms may be caused by 
conditions other than prostate 
cancer, one should see their 
doctor right away if they have 
any of the following:
 – Diffi culty starting urina-
tion.
 – Weak or interrupted fl ow 
of urine.
 – Urinating often, especial-
ly at night.
 –Trouble emptying the 
bladder completely.
 –Pain or burning during uri-
nation.
 – Blood in urine or semen.
 – Pain in back, hips, or pel-
vis that doesn’t go away.
 – Painful ejaculation.

County educates 
on prostate cancer

9900 block of the South Sam 
Houston Tollway East.
 During the course of the 
traffi c stop, the driver displayed 
multiple signs of intoxication. 
Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests were refused. A blood 
warrant was drafted and execut-
ed. The driver was safely arrest-
ed and booked into the Harris 
County Jail for driving while in-
toxicated. The driver was identi-
fi ed as 56-year-old Mark Patrick 
Bowers.
 On Saturday, Sept. 5, Toll 
Road Deputies with Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s Offi ce while on 
proactive patrol observed a ve-
hicle traveling at a high rate of 
speed. Deputies observed the ve-
hicle make several abrupt speed 
adjustments and lane changes. 
Deputies conducted a traffi c stop 
in the 9000 block of the South 
Sam Houston Tollway East.
 During the course of the 
traffi c stop, the driver displayed 
multiple signs of intoxication. 
Standardized Field Sobriety 

Tests were performed. The driv-
er refused to provide a breath 
sample. A blood warrant was 
drafted and executed. The driver 
was safely arrested and booked 
into the Harris County Jail for 
driving while intoxicated. The 
driver was identifi ed as 49-year-
old Phillip Pham.
 On Saturday, Sept. 8, Toll 
Road Deputies with Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s Offi ce conducted 
a traffi c stop in the 6100 block of 
the South Sam Houston Tollway 
East, on a speeding vehicle that 
was failing to maintain a single 
lane.
 During the course of the 
traffi c stop, the driver displayed 
multiple signs of intoxication. 
Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests were performed. A breath 
sample was collected and the 
driver was safely arrested and 
booked into the Harris County 
Jail for driving while intoxicat-
ed. The driver was identifi ed 
as 24-year-old Giavani Eugene 
Prince.

 Screening for prostate can-
cer aims to fi nd cancer early 
enough to treat and cure it. The 
two most common methods of 
detecting prostate cancer are 
a blood test called the pros-
tate-specifi c antigen test and a 
physical examination known 
as a digital rectal exam. If the 
results from either test are con-
cerning, one’s doctor may rec-
ommend a biopsy to confi rm a 
diagnosis of prostate cancer. 
 Taking care of one’s health 
can lower the chances of devel-
oping prostate cancer. This in-
volves adopting healthy habits, 
such as eating a balanced diet 
with plenty of fruits, vegetables, 
and whole grains. One should 
stay physically active and limit 
amount of processed foods and 
red meat one consumes. One 
should talk with their doctor to 
determine if screening is right 
for them. Scheduling routine 
check-ups and screenings with 
one’s health care provider is 
important to stay on top of their 
health. Early detection saves 
lives. For information, visit 
CDC’s Prostate Cancer page at 
www.cdc.gov/cancer/prostate/
index.htm.

 Fred Flickinger, candi-
date for Houston City Coun-
cil District E, recently an-
nounced the endorsement of 
Alexandra Mealer, former 
Republican nominee for 
Harris County judge.
 "I am pleased to announce 
my endorsement of Fred 
Flickinger for Houston City 
Council District E,” said 
Mealer. “I know Fred to be 
an experienced leader who 
I can trust to always do the 
right thing and be a strong 
voice to improve our city 
and the lives of all Housto-
nians. His business and fi -
nancial expertise will be a 
major benefi t as the council 
works to address our press-
ing fi nancial challenges.”
 “A business leader and 

Houston resident for over 50 
years, Fred Flickinger un-
derstands the unique chal-
lenges we face at City Hall.  
 Fred’s plan will get us 
‘back to the basics’ by re-
turning our focus to fi ghting 
increased crime, prioritizing 
fl ooding and infrastructure 
improvements such as the 
Lake Houston Dam, sup-
porting our fi rst responders, 
and eliminating wasteful and 
unnecessary spending,” said 
Mealer.
 “I am honored to earn the 
endorsement and full sup-
port of Alex Mealer,” add-
ed Fred Flickinger. “Her 
steadfast commitment to our 
City and County is admira-
ble and I look forward to 
building upon these efforts 

Mealer endorses Fred Flickinger
as your next City Council-
man in District E to ensure 
our district remains the best 
place to live, work, and 
raise a family.” 
 In addition to this en-
dorsement, Flickinger re-
cently announced the en-
dorsement of the Harris 
County Republican Party, 
the Republican Party of 
Texas, the Kingwood TEA 
Party, Rep. Briscoe Cain, 
Representative Dennis Paul, 
Constable Phil Sandlin and 
every state Republican ex-
ecutive committee member 

ARB seeks potential 2024 applicants
 Applications for Appraisal 
Review Board (ARB) mem-
bers are being accepted by 
District Judge Latosha Lewis 
Payne, administrative judge for 
the state district courts in Har-
ris County and presiding judge 
of the 55th District Court.
 Service on the ARB would 
begin in January 2024. Ap-
plications from Harris Coun-
ty citizens interested in ARB 
service must be submitted by 
the applicant to Judge Payne 
through the Harris Central Ap-
praisal District human resourc-
es division to be considered.  
Applications from third parties 
will not be accepted.  
 Applications are being 
accepted until vacancies are 
fi lled.
 The ARB is a citizen board 
that sits as a single-member 
panel or in panels of three to 
hear testimony and review ev-
idence in order to determine 
property owner protests which 
cannot be resolved informally 
with HCAD. Members will be 
required to serve at the HCAD 
offi ces and will be expected 
to be prepared and capable of 
conducting virtual hearings on 
their personal computer. 
 The ARB is not part of the 
appraisal district. If selected to 

serve on the ARB, the mem-
ber would not be an employee 
of HCAD or qualify for ben-
efi ts. Service on the review 
board does not constitute a 
full-time job, but members are 
compensated per diem when 
conducting hearings and at-
tending ARB meetings.  ARB 
members are required to attend 
ARB meetings in addition to 
serving on panels for actual 
ARB hearings.
 The Harris County ARB 
conducts hearings through-
out the year.  However, board 
service is generally a full-time 
commitment during the peak 
hearing season, which runs 
from mid-May through Octo-
ber. The scheduling volume 
during this time period re-
quires that members be avail-
able to serve all day, every 
weekday and several Satur-
days.  ARB members are not 
always scheduled every day 
but must be available to serve 
if needed.
 Candidates for the ARB 
must be current residents of 
Harris County, having resid-
ed in the county for at least 
two years; must be up to date 
on property tax payments for 
property in Texas or show the 
tax is being paid under an in-

stallment agreement; and must 
not have served all or part of 
three previous terms as an 
ARB member.  Persons who 
fall into any of the following 
categories are not eligible to 
serve: 
 – An individual currently 
employed by the State Comp-
troller of Public Accounts, or 
who is a member of the gov-
erning body, an offi cer, or a 
full- or part-time employee of 
a county, city, school district, 
community college district, 
MUD, or any other entity sup-
ported by local property taxes.  
Former governing body mem-
bers, or offi cers of a taxing unit 
served by HCAD, are ineligi-
ble for service on the ARB for 
four full years from the date 
they ceased to serve.
 – Anyone who personally, 
or whose spouse has a contract 
with local government or an 
appraisal district.  
 – Persons who have ap-
peared before the ARB for 
compensation as a tax consul-
tant, accountant, appraiser, or 
representative of a property 
owner less than two years be-
fore the date the person is ap-
pointed.
 – A person who has served 
all or part of three previous 

terms as a board member or 
ARB auxiliary board member.
 – Any individual who has 
ever been employed by HCAD 
or has ever served as a member 
of the district’s board. 
 – Persons who have served 
as a member of the governing 
body or offi cer of a taxing unit 
in Harris County until four years 
after resigning that position.
 – Applicants who are pres-
ently under indictment or have 
previously been convicted of 
a felony or a misdemeanor in-
volving moral turpitude. 
 Applicants selected as fi -
nalists will be scheduled for in-
terviews.  Current application 
forms are available at www.
hcad.org under the “ARB Ap-
plication” button.  Only current 
application forms from this site 
will be considered. 
 Calls 713-957-5265 for 
more information.
 Electronic applications 
should be submitted to ARB_
Recruitment@hcad.org with  
“To Judge Latosha Lewis 
Payne” in the subject line. For 
applications by mail, address 
them to Judge Latosha Lew-
is Payne, c/o HCAD Human 
Resources Division, P.O. Box 
920975, Houston, TX 77292-
0975.

 Mark Kelly Roberts was 
born in Houston on Feb. 23, 
1955, to Jack and Barbara 
Roberts. He was delivered into 
the arms of Jesus on Sept. 17, 
2023, after an 11-year struggle 
with Alzheimers disease. He 
is survived by his loving wife, 
Sherry Roberts of 46 years; two 
children, Tiffany Roberts Deal 
(Michael) and Grant Roberts; 
granddaughter Vivienne Deal; 
sister Stephanie Campo (Ser-
gio); and brother Shawn Rob-
erts (Debbie); and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
 He was a 1973 graduate of 
J. Frank Dobie High School 
and received an associate de-
gree from San Jacinto College. 
He owned Intersign Group for 
42 years with his wife. Mark 
was considered an amazing 
man who was referred to as the 
"Dr. Phil of the Sign Industry" 
at trade shows. For many years, 
he wrote monthly contributing 
editorial columns for Sign Busi-
ness magazine and Sign Builder 
Illustrated magazine. He wrote 
"How To" sign manuals and 
produced various DVDs and 
audiotapes on marketing to sell 
to other sign business owners. 
Mark was invited to speak and 
lead workshops at various sign 
trade shows across the country.  
Many of his signs are still dis-
played at numerous businesses 
in Houston and across America.  
 Mark loved Jesus. He vol-
unteered for 15+ years in the 
media ministry at Sagemont 
Church. His life impacted many 
and he will be dearly missed. A 
family Celebration of Life will 
be held at a later date.

 Commissioner Rodney Ellis issued the 
following statement in response to the pas-
sage of the Harris County FY24 Budget:
  “This budget builds a future in which 
communities are safer, healthier, and bet-
ter protected from fl ooding and climate 
change. It represents a set of investments in 
a more just legal system, expanded access 
to health care, housing, and jobs, and the 
advancement of fair and free elections. With 
the resources at our disposal, we are proud 
of the progress we are making and the 
life-changing investments we have made to-
day. 
 This progress was made despite Austin 
politicians slashing vital services by restrict-

ing our ability to fund county government 
adequately.
  State laws and political games by some 
members of Commissioners Court have 
cost residents nearly $2 billion in resourc-
es over the past fi ve years. These numbers 
translate into real and immediate effects on 
every Harris County resident, particularly 
those who have borne the brunt of inequity 
and underinvestment for decades.
  While this budget is a step in the right 
direction, signifi cant unmet needs and 
challenges persist. We remain committed 
to budget priorities that expand access to 
opportunity, advance justice, and make our 
communities stronger and safer.”

Elected offi cials share their words

 Harris County Commissioner Rod-
ney Ellis issued the following statement 
about County Judge Lina Hidalgo ex-
tending her leave to seek mental health 
treatment: 
 “I was completely struck by the over-
whelming love and support that the 
people of Harris County displayed after 
Judge Hidalgo’s announcement that she 
was taking a leave to seek mental health 
treatment.
 “Now, it’s essential that we as a com-
munity give her the continued support 

and time that she needs to focus on her 
well-being. In the meantime, I want to 
assure Harris County residents that ev-
erything will continue to run smoothly.
 “Judge Hidalgo has maintained open 
lines of communication with her staff, 
and our Offi ce of Emergency Manage-
ment (OEM) remains fully prepared to 
respond to any potential incidents.
 “I will continue to preside over offi cial 
proceedings, including Commissioners 
Court. I look forward to having Judge Hi-
dalgo back stronger than ever.”

Commissioner Ellis gives statement on 
Hidalgo’s extended leave of absence

Ellis’ statement on County Budget

Leader checks out 
social media

By Natalie Abarca
 A member of people of 
sagemont Facebook group 
posted Sunday, Sept. 17, that 
he believes someone keeps 
trying to break into his ve-
hicle. The member posted 
a photo of the window seal 
of the vehicle and wants to 
alert the community to keep 
a lookout in the Kirkmont 
area.

 J. Frank Dobie home-
coming parade will be held 
Wednesday, Sept. 27, at 5 
p.m. It will follow their tra-
ditional route, beginning at 
the corner of Blackhawk and 
Southbluff Drive. The pa-
rade will continue up Black-
hawk to Hall and then to the 
Dobie band parking lot for a 
parking lot party. There will 
be a DJ and food trucks.

 Sept. 19, after unanimous 
approval of the proposed bud-
get, Harris County taxpay-
ers will be paying a reduced 
property tax rate for the 5th 
straight year. The approved 
cumulative (county plus fl ood 
control, hospital district, and 
Port Houston rates combined) 
tax rate will be 0.53029 (down 
from .53058) per $100 of as-
sessed value.
 Commissioners Court also 
approved the Fiscal Year 2024 
budget, prioritizing spending 
in key areas such as public 
safety. Setting a budget shows 
what the county government’s 
values are, and the budget 
passed Tuesday shows how 
Commissioners Court is in-
vesting in Harris County by 
Building a Better Tomorrow.
 Building a Better Tomor-
row means building infra-
structure with safe roads, 
maintaining and improving 
fl ood control projects, good 
quality jobs, and combating 
the climate crisis with clean 
energy while lowering costs 
and improving the supply 
chain.
 Harris County Precinct 2 
Commissioner Adrian Garcia 
has issued the following state-
ment:
 “What we’ve accom-
plished by Building a Better 
Tomorrow refl ects why Har-
ris County will continue to be 
a place where people want to 
live so they can thrive. Public 

safety remains a top priority, 
making up more than half of 
our budget. I’m also proud 
that for the 5th straight year, 
we have lowered the proper-
ty tax rate, while not sacrifi c-
ing our ability to rebuild our 
aging infrastructure, create a 
workforce for jobs today and 
into the future, and combat 
the climate crisis with clean 
energy. Meanwhile, we are 
lowering costs by reducing 
the price of tolls and by shor-
ing up the supply chain with 
expanded capacity at Port 
Houston. This budget proves 
we are working hard for the 
hardworking families of Har-
ris County.”, after unanimous 
approval of the proposed bud-
get, Harris County taxpay-
ers will be paying a reduced 
property tax rate for the 5th 
straight year. The approved 
cumulative (county plus fl ood 
control, hospital district, and 
Port Houston rates combined) 
tax rate will be 0.53029 (down 
from .53058) per $100 of as-
sessed value.
 Commissioners Court also 
approved the Fiscal Year 2024 
budget, prioritizing spending 
in key areas such as public 
safety. Setting a budget shows 
what the county government’s 
values are, and the budget 
passed Tuesday shows how 
Commissioners Court is in-
vesting in Harris County by 
Building a Better Tomorrow.
Building a Better Tomorrow 

means building infrastructure 
with safe roads, maintaining 
and improving fl ood control 
projects, good quality jobs, 
and combating the climate 
crisis with clean energy while 
lowering costs and improving 
the supply chain.
 Harris County Precinct 2 
Commissioner Adrian Garcia 
has issued the following state-
ment:
 “What we’ve accom-
plished by Building a Better 
Tomorrow refl ects why Harris 
County will continue to be a 
place where people want to 
live so they can thrive. Public 
safety remains a top priority, 
making up more than half of 
our budget. I’m also proud 
that for the 5th straight year, 
we have lowered the property 
tax rate, while not sacrifi cing 
our ability to rebuild our aging 
infrastructure, create a work-
force for jobs today and into 
the future, and combat the cli-
mate crisis with clean energy. 
Meanwhile, we are lowering 
costs by reducing the price 
of tolls and by shoring up the 
supply chain with expanded 
capacity at Port Houston. This 
budget proves we are working 
hard for the hardworking fam-
ilies of Harris County.”

who represents the District 
E area.
 District E is current-
ly represented by Council 
member Dave Martin who 
is term limited.  
 While this is a nonparti-
san race, the district is his-
torically viewed as one of 
the “Republican” districts 
on Houston City Council.
 Flickinger was raised in 
the South Belt area.
 The current holder of the 
District E seat is Dave Mar-
tin who is term limited and 
running for comptroller. 

 Angela Marie Laredo, 
beloved daughter, sister and 
aunt peacefully went home to 
be with her Lord and Savior 

Elected offi cials share their words
Commissioner Adrian Garcia on budget
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Laura Bush Elementary hosts Family Fun Run
Laura Bush Elementary recently hosted their Family Fun Run. Said Maria Murillo, 
parent and special programs coordinator for PISD, “Families had a great time learn-
ing about the importance of staying hydrated as well as participating in a 30-day 
water challenge.”

The Lopez family enjoyed the run. Shown left to right are  
(front row) Noah, Jayden, (back row) Abel and Veronica 
Lopez.

At right, Michael Pierson holds onto his 
son, Michael Pierson II as they cool off in 
the sprinklers.

At left, Clarisse Melo (left) and her father, 
Elias Melo, participated in the Family Fun 
Run together. 

 Members of the Watch 
D.O.G.S. (Dads Of Great 
Students) Program at 
Laura Bush Elementary 
School were recently hon-
ored for their participation 
in the program.
 Fathers, grandfathers, 
step-fathers, uncles and 
other father fi gures volun-
teer on campus through-
out the year. 
 They help provide pos-
itive male role models for 
the students, demonstrat-
ing by their presence that 
education is important. 
 They also provide extra 
sets of eyes and ears to en-
hance school security, re-
duce bullying and provide 
a greater sense of campus 
safety allowing students 
and teachers to focus on 
learning and instruction. 

Watch D.O.G.S. member Oscar Martinez 
(right) is all smiles with  step-daughter Isa-
bella Sanchez.

Elias Melo (left) is a Watch D.O.G.S.vol-
unteer and is shown with daughter Cla-
risse Melo.

Jose Hernandez (right), a member of 
Watch D.O.G.S., is shown with daughter 
Lorena Hernandez.

Jose Sanchez (right), Watch D.O.G.S. 
member, takes time to pose with daughter 
Izabella Sanchez.

Laura Bush honors positive male role models

CCISD wins TAEA top visual arts education award
 For the second year in a 
row, Clear Creek ISD was 
named as a District of Dis-
tinction from the Texas 
Art Education Association 
(TAEA). Only the top 5.5 
percent of visual arts pro-
grams in the state earned the 
award for 2023.  
 CCISD received this 
honor for providing a 
well-rounded education that 
advocates and integrates vi-
sual arts curriculum to in-
spire creativity and build 
social emotional learning 
that connect learners to their 
community and beyond. 
Only 68 districts met the 
high standard based on doc-
umentation from the 2021-
2022 school year.

Shown, left to right, are art teachers from CCISD’s intermediate schools, (front row) Femi Russell, 
Kandis Wells, Devon Grigsby, Lesly Shaffner, Laura Case, Nicole Kolkmeier, (middle row) Stephen 

Silva, Kersten Conway, Chuck Pierce, Eboni Johnson, Gabriele Vila, Kathleen So, (back row) Kelly 
Kelemen, Jamie Presley, Suzanne Wheeler, Paige Young, Cheyenne Ramos and Edgar Bustillos.

Left to right are CCISD’s high school art teachers, (front row) Mary Goldner, Nathan Cummings, Kenzie 
McGoldrick, Sarah Godfrey, Nina Makepeace, Stephanie Perkins, Rebekah Holmes, Elizabeth Welch, Ai-

leen Kelly, (back row) Jeff Samp, Peter Storms, Greg Goodman, Paul Hart, Jillian Green, Michelle Cabler, 
Jordan Perry, Eric Pearce and Ann Albritton.

Pictured are CCISD’s elementary school art teachers, left to right, (front row) Kim Lasserre, Julie 
Landry, Amy Johnson, Chloe White, Jacquelyn Stephens, Michelle Portis, Robyn Marrie, Kim Crid-
er, (middle row) Carmen Bass, Samantha Buford, Shara Mills, Ashley Atherton, Travis Eck, Stacy 

Cates, Erika Asiala, Corrin Bettis, Esther Robbins, Trecia Jackson, (back row), Devin Cleary, Jessica 
Jones, Carly Dugosh, Ruthi Clement, Kayleigh Hoffmaster, Tamara Cornor, Alphonse Argieard and 
Jenifer Gilmore.

Lariaette of the 
Week, Aug. 25

The J. Frank Dobie Lariaette of the Week of Aug. 25 
is sophomore Melanie Sanchez. She is a fi rst-year line 
member.

The J. Frank Dobie Lariaette of the week of Sept. 
1 is sophomore Esbeidy Fonseca, a fi rst-year line 
member.

 “The visual and perform-
ing arts department is in-
credibly proud of our visu-
al art students and teachers 
for receiving this award,” 
said Greg Goodman, direc-
tor of visual and performing 
arts. “It emphasizes the im-
portance of the visual arts 
in CCISD and how each art 
teacher strives daily to con-
nect with their students, 
while engaging in the arts 
as a form of creativity and 
self-expression.”
 TAEA will recognize 
winning districts during the 
Administration and Super-
vision Division meeting and 
General Session during the 
TAEA Fall Conference on 
Nov. 17, 2023.

Lariaette of the 
Week, Sept. 1
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

HAVE A GREAT BIRTHDAY, CHRIS!
 Birthday greetings are sent to Dr. Chris 
Durham Sept. 26, from his wife Courtney, 
daughters Abigail and Penelope and 
son Jackson; mother-in-law Leslie and 
husband Fred Flickinger; sister-in-law 
Kimberly Lipina and husband Matt; and 
both sets of grandparents Marie and David 
Flickinger and Olive Falkowski and John 
Fairchild.

JOHN CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY!
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to John 
Laurino Sept. 27, from his friends and family.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Sept. 21 through Sept. 27.

Atkinson Elementary
 Christopher Bui, Atkinson principal, 
enjoys a birthday Sept. 27.

Bush Elementary
 The day for a birthday gift for Kassandra 
Aguilar is Sept. 24.

Frazier Elementary
 Dina Edwards marks a day of celebra-
tion Sept. 26.

Genoa Elementary
 Abigail Ortega enjoys a birthday Sept. 

 FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Sept. 21: John Neal, 
Laura Arispe, J. Cruz Aannette, Cesar 
D’Agostino, Kim Kapsiak, Jennifer 
Paling, Susan Silva and April Carson; 
Friday, Sept. 22: Joe Garza, Larry Swann, 
Michael Rummel, Shawnie Moses and 
Gwen Ohman; Saturday, Sept. 23: Marcus 
Anthony, Carla McKay, Cheney Tamez, 
Gloria Tran, Cynthia Rodriguez and 
Lauren Allen; Sunday, Sept. 24: Paola 
Medel, Harold Barron, Lissa Stephens-
Bell, Lindy Hoggard, Brenda Flewellen, 
Karl Wilkerson, Obed Valdez, Jason 
Rendon, Debra Kendrick, Kim Martinez 
and Angela Shaulis; Monday, Sept. 25: Key 
Voh Patches, Jamie Olivares, Melonie 
Conaway, Ronell Ram and Kevin Sockwell; 
Tuesday, Sept. 26: Dina Edwards, Tripp 
Harris and Mike Flinn; and Wednesday, 
Sept. 27: Nicole Garcia, Yvette Rodriguez 
and Ashley McGuinty.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publi-
cation. For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends 
Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

22.  Sept. 24 is the day for a party for 
Elizabeth Tijerina and Diana Perales.

Meador Elementary
 The day for a party for Rosario Reyes 
and Celeste Skipper is Sept. 23. Marking a 
birthday Sept. 26 is Connie Daumas.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday cake and ice 
cream for Celena Hudspeth is Sept. 26.

South Belt Elementary
 The day for a double-layer cake and ice 
cream for Raquel Cavazos is Sept. 22. 

Roberts Middle School
 Erik Ramos enjoys a birthday Sept. 
23. Remember to wish Luz Faz a happy 
birthday Sept. 26. DeRonda Pitre-Preston 
enjoys a birthday Sept. 27.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Break out the balloons and the birthday 
cake Sept. 22 for Stacey Barber.  Light the 
birthday candles Sept. 25 for Grant Pector.

Dobie High
 Share a slice of a double-layer cake Sept. 
21 with Jermaine Gasaway and Manuel 
Moreno. Blow out the candles on a cake 
Sept. 22 for Monika Mackey. The day for 
a party for Denice Smajstrla is Sept 23. 
Martha Varela enjoys a birthday Sept. 24.

5 years ago (1978)
 U.S. Rep. Bob Gammage 
of District 22, and his oppo-
nent, Ron Paul, were guests at 
the Beverly Hills Civic Club 
meeting.
 The Pasadena Independent 
School District board of trust-
ees approved a recommenda-
tion by the school adminis-
tration to appeal the State Tax 
Assessment Practices Board 
Values.

40 years ago (1983)
 A security patrol car be-
gan traveling the streets of 
the South Belt area due to 
the Sagemont Security Patrol 
Project. Project coordinators 
raised $30,000 to pay for the 
car.
 Jose Estrada was re-elect-
ed president of the South 
Belt Area Pony-Colt baseball 
league.

35 years ago (1988)
 An unexpected confl ict be-
tween the South Belt Security 
Alliance and Constable Pre-
cinct 2 Paul McClure’s offi ce 
caused the termination of the 
contract for additional depu-
ties in the South Belt area.
 The Dobie Longhorn foot-
ball team helped to break in 
one of the largest pieces of 
equipment in the Pasadena 
ISD athletic program – the 
new $500,000 artifi cial turf 
at Memorial Stadium, while 
they dominated the Pasadena 
Eagles.

30 years ago (1993)
 Dobie senior Brian Smith 
escaped serious injury when 
his pickup collided with an 
18-wheeler coming down 
the beltway from Pearland. 
Smith’s passenger, Heather 
Sewell, 18, underwent surgery 
to repair a broken leg and re-
ceived severe lacerations and 
a back injury. Smith reported-
ly ran a red light.
 Jon Rascoe’s Dobie High 
ag students dominated in the 
Pasadena Rodeo’s livestock 
judging, taking fi ve grand 
championships – including 
the grand champion steer – 
and winning more awards 
than the three other Pasade-
na high schools or Girls and 
Boys Harbor, which also took 

part in the annual competition.
 Pasadena school trustees 
approved the switch from 
Prucare to Kelsey-Seybold for 
roughly a fourth of its district 
employees. The vote came at 
the recommendation of the 
Employee Insurance Commit-
tee.

25 years ago (1998)
 Construction of Roy 
Shifl ett Realtors on Beamer 
began.
 Fifth-graders from Atkin-
son Elementary visited Orlan-
do, Fla., on their Earth Shuttle 
week-long educational trip.

20 years ago (2003)
 The Bulgier family com-
pany J.T.B. Services provid-
ed the demolition service for 
three buildings at the port of 
Galveston to make way for the 
new $30 million cruise termi-
nal.
 A member of the 147th 

Air National Guard fl ying an 
F-16C Fighting Falcon from 
Ellington fi eld crashed 200 
miles northeast of Houston. 
The pilot ejected safely before 
the crash.

15 years ago (2008)
  The controversial deci-
sion to remove the stop sign 
at Blackhawk and Amanda’s 
Crossing near Weber Ele-
mentary was put on hold 
while Harris County studied 
the matter, according to Har-
ris County Road and Bridge 
Superintendent Deotis Gay. 
 The murder trial of Lance 
Baxter Williams in the 208th 
State District Court ended 
in a mistrial, as the result of 
a hung jury. Williams, 21, 
was charged with the June 
8, 2006, shooting of Beverly 
Hills resident Erik Garcia.
 In the wake of Hurricane 
Ike, the treatment of sewage 

concerned many South Belt 
residents. Local wastewater 
plants were without power 
several days and were op-
erating off gas-generated 
power. While the use of a 
generator to treat waste was 
preferable to doing nothing, 
it was insuffi cient, according 
to former City of Houston 
Public Works and Engineer-
ing Assistant Operations 
Manager Steve Buckman. 
He referred to the waste as, 
“poorly treated” sewage, 
rather than “raw” sewage.

10 years ago (2013)
 A former teacher at 
Beverly Hills Intermediate 
School was sentenced to 
four years in prison for mul-
tiple felony counts involving 
inappropriate behavior with 
students. LaShawn Sim-
mons, 41, pleaded guilty to 
engaging in improper rela-

tionships with four students. 
Simmons, who taught math 
at the area school, had been 
employed at Beverly Hills 
Intermediate for 14 years.
 Former U.S. Rep. Tom 
DeLay was exonerated when 
a Texas appeals court over-
turned a 2010 felony mon-
ey-laundering conviction. 
DeLay, whose District 22 
encompassed much of the 
South Belt area, was forced 
out as Republican House 
majority leader in 2005 af-
ter being accused of illegally 
funneling federal campaign 
contributions to state races 
in an effort to elect Repub-
licans to the Texas Legisla-
ture.

5 years ago (2018)
 A man was found fatally 
shot at Beverly Hills Park, 
10201 Kingspoint, around 
7:55 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 

14. David Alaniz was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
According to police, he had 
been shot multiple times in 
the head and torso. A passer-
by discovered the body and 
notifi ed police. No immedi-
ate arrests were made.

1 year ago (2022)
 An 80-year-old man was 
pistol-whipped during a rob-
bery attempt that took place 
in broad daylight at the Wells 
Fargo bank in the 10000 
block of Almeda Genoa at 
Rowlett. The incident took 
place after the elderly vic-
tim withdrew money from an 
ATM at the bank and was ap-
proached by a masked man 
with a gun, who demanded 
the money. Fearing for his 
life, the victim grabbed the 
barrel of the gun and began 
to fi ght with the would-be 
robber. 

 During the struggle, the 
suspect pistol-whipped the 
elderly man, lacerating his 
head. The commotion drew 
the attention of other cus-
tomers, some of them honk-
ing their horns – possibly 
scaring off the suspect, who 
fl ed the scene with no mon-
ey. 
 No immediate arrests 
were made.

Meador Elementary celebrates Grandparents Day with folklorico performance

Meador Elementary recently had more than 300 grand-
parents attend their special Grandparents Breakfast on 
Sept. 8. Grandparents were invited to enjoy breakfast at 
school with their grandchildren and to take a fall fam-
ily picture. They also enjoyed a special performance by 
the ballet folklorico  “Corazones Alegres” of Pasadena. 
Shown above are performers, left to right, Maria Cas-

Kindergartener Rogelio Hinojosa (center) took a famiy photo 
with his grandparents Paola (left) and Rogelio Hinojosa.

Wolverine varsity cheer gets ready for season

Shown, left to right, are Clear Brook High School’s varsity cheer-
leaders, (front row) Gennesis Guerra, Capt. Sydney Nguyen, (back 
row) Makayla Gallego, Pressley Saifi , co-Capt. Aubrei Vega, Bella 

Durgan, Social Capt. Sofi a Gonzales, Deztinee Johnson, Alia Peo-
ples and Bella Podesta.
 Photo by Kelvin Lopez

tro, Maria Morales, Martha Martinez, Socorro Coco 
Sanchez and Veronica Torres.

Shown at right, left to right, are (front row) Camila 
Ramirez, (middle row) Arya Ramirez, pre-K student 
Elias Ramirez, third-grader Nicolas Ramirez, (back 
row) and grandparents Lucy and Rudy Trevino.

Frazier Elementary’s Wellness Team was given the PISD 
Platinum Award for the 2022-2023 school year. They 
achieved the highest honors for creating a campus whol-
ly focused on child health. Shown are, left to right, (front 

Frazier Elementary receives Platinum Award

row) Candace Kliesing, Mayra Villarreal, Araceli Rodri-
guez, Deidra Garza, Luisa Lewis, (back row) Olga Uresti, 
Wendy Wiseburn (principal), Dina Edwards (coach), Pa-
tricia Perez, Jennifer Cantu (nurse) and Diana Moreno.

Kindergartener Evalette Ortiz (right) 
poses for a picture with her grand-
mother, Jean Fletcher.

Moore Elementary celebrates grandparents

Moore Elementary students recently 
recognized grandparents on Grand-
parents Day. Shown is Kaitlyn Falcon 
(center) with her grandfather Sergio 
Cerda (left) and grandmother Rosie 
Cerda.

Sigrid Dabney (left) visited with 
granddaughter Sophia Stevens 
during the celebration.

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all 
your printing needs:

• Business Forms • Business Cards 
• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes 

• Wedding Invitations 
• Thank You Notes • Menus 

• Directories • and much more!

11555 Beamer   281-484-4337
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"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Self Defense Classes

Transportation from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, 
and some Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
For More Info
Check Out Our
Website

Join our martial arts family today!

Lutheran South Academy sophomore setter 
Aniston Collins eclipsed 1,000 career assists at 
the varsity level in the Pioneers’ district win over 
The Woodlands Christian Academy Sept. 14 as 
the locals improved to 27-6 overall. She had 574 
assists a season ago as a freshman as Lutheran 
South won 30 overall matches en route to the 
state semifinals.

Dobie defensive backs Terrance Thomas (5) and C.J. Richard (7) close in 
on Houston Lamar’s Dustin Howard (4) during first-half action Sept. 14 
at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. Howard played a key role in the Texans’ 
43-point explosion in the first half that wound up a 53-0 win for the unbeat-
en Texans. The Longhorns will now shift their focus to District 22-6A play, 
at Deer Park’s Abshier Stadium Sept 22. Photo by David Flickinger

 Dobie’s Lauren Gar-
za again challenged Alief 
Elsik’s Bissinatt Abdela-
sis at the La Porte Invita-
tional cross-country meet 
at Northwest Park in La 
Porte Sept. 15, with Bis-
sinatt holding on for top 
overall medalist honors 
in the 5,000-meter varsity 
girls’ division.
 Bissinatt championed 
the event at 19 minutes, 
05.37 seconds, while Gar-
za clocked in at 19:10.22, 
a personal record for the 
sophomore.
 As a team Dobie was 
fourth as the group con-
tinued to prep for the Oct. 
12 District 22-6A Cham-
pionships. After Garza, 
the Longhorns’ Kyla Lobo 
was 17th-best with a time 
of 21:09.06, and a time 

of 25:35.83 placed Leyla 
Martinez 63rd.
 Madison Puente of Do-
bie earned 66th in a time 
of 23:43.89, and a time of 
23:45.80 had the Long-
horns’ Mariah Medina 
67th.

JFD boys also third
 Chris Lopez earned a 
top-three finish at La Porte, 
and teammates Johan Viar-
za llavicencio (sixth) and 
Francisco Dunn (14th) 
chipped in to help the Do-
bie boys to third place at 
Northwest Park.
 With a time of 16:13.40 
over the 5,000-meter 
course, Alief Elsik’s Ha-
zael Perez was the top 
overall medalist as he 
helped the Rams to the 
team crown, and Manvel’s 
Christian clocked in at 

JFD’s Garza is silver medalist
at La Porte cross-country run

16:15.60. Then came Lo-
pez, a junior, who turned 
in a third-place time of 
16:24.59.
 The sophomore Villavi-
cencio ran well yet again 
as his time of 16:57.50 
was good for sixth place. 
Dunn, meanwhile, was in 
at 17:16.14 for 14th place.
 Also scoring for the 
Longhorns were Conner 
Torres and Damian Ro-
sas, with Torres’ clocking 
of 17:59.53 placing him 
33rd. Rosas, 34th overall, 
clocked in at 18:05.11.
 At 18:44.17, Dobie’s 
Simon Sepulveda was 
53rd, while teammate 
Janiel Lebron placed 
57th with his timing of 
18:46.46.
See related photos on 
page 8.

 Some of the top-ranked 
individual runners and, 
therefore, their programs, 
competed in the Texas 
A&M University High 
School Invitational Sept. 
15 in College Station. Lu-
theran South Academy, 
with boys’ runners Marcus 
and Matthew Gaitan very 
much aiming at a return to 
state in the Texas Associ-
ation of Private and Paro-
chial Schools classifica-
tion, was among those in 

attendance. Bridgeland ju-
nior Benjamin Montgom-
ery was the winner of the 
varsity boys’ 5,000-meter 
event at 15 minutes, 29.40 
seconds. Sam Golla, who 
reached regionals last 
season as a member of 
Clear Lake High School, 
was second in a time of 
15:36.70 while running 
for Clear Lake Christian 
School.
 As for the Gaitans, 
Marcus Gaitan was in at 

16:30.50 for 18th place, 
with his brother, Matthew 
Gaitan, finishing in a time 
of 17:07.10 for 58th over-
all.
 Also for the Pioneers, 
freshman Jeremy Gaitan 
finished at 18:43.10, with 
sophomore Reid Toner 
posting a time of 19:06.30. 
LSA freshman Nicholas 
Pena crossed the finish 
line in a time of 20:45.70, 
and senior Andrew Mo-
rales was in at 21:29.60.

LSA boys run at elite TAMU event 

 If momentum means 
anything, Deer Park seem-
ingly has all of it ahead of 
the 22-6A varsity football 
opener pitting the host 
Deer against Dobie Sept. 
22 at Abshier Stadium in 
Deer Park.
 While Deer Park dis-
mantled Clear Brook 49-6 
on the road Sept. 15 to im-
prove to 4-0 this season, a 
night earlier the Longhorns 
were on the short end of a 
53-0 loss to an unbeaten 
Houston Lamar team that, 
quite frankly, has delivered 
quite an eye-popping story 
thus far in 2023.
 The bottom line is that 
Deer Park and Dobie in 
this current 22-6A align-
ment cycle will again de-
cide the Division I playoff 
seeds moving forward, and 
the winner Sept. 22 figures 
to have a distinct advan-
tage.
 The Longhorns com-
bined tremendous defen-
sive play and a terrific two-

game run by junior tailback 
Cameron Mathews to start 
the season 2-0 but have 
since been outscored by a 
combined 103-7 in consec-
utive losses to Dickinson 
and Lamar.
 Meanwhile, Deer Park, 
with 49 more points 
against the Wolverines, 
has scored 183 points and 
allowed just 54 in its 4-0 
start. Dobie defeated the 
the Deer in 2020 en route 
to the 22-6A champion-
ship that season, with the 
Deer cruising to victory in 
both 2021 and 2022.  
 The Deer thus far in 
2023 have utilized both 
Landon Keiselhorst and 
Jacob McAdams at quar-
terback, with Keiselhorst 
leading the team in rush-
ing through three weeks. 
 McAdams, his strength 
being the passing game, 
has gone to receivers King 
Phillips and Hayden Smith 
often as the Deer have de-
livered a versatile attack.

Mathews has been the 
league’s most explosive 
talent, but the Longhorns 
will need others to emerge 
on the offensive side in 
order to come up with the 
win.

Lamar blanks JFD
 The Texans made quick 
work of the Longhorns 
Sept. 14 at Veterans Sta-
dium in Pasadena, with 
senior quarterback Jordan 
Reaves engineering six 
straight first-half touch-
down drives en route to a 
43 lead at the break. La-
mar is now 4-0 ahead of 
district play.
 Reaves completed 12 of 
13 passes for four touch-
downs and rushed for 
65 yards and two more 
scores, all in the first half.
 The senior has now 
completed 64 of 90 pass-
es for 908 yards through 
four games with 10 touch-
downs. Overall, the Tex-
ans have scored 177 points 
and allowed just 34.

Unbeaten Deer Park hosts
Dobie to open 22-6A action

Dobie senior and four-year varsity standout Lex-
ie Gonzalez (11) surpassed 1,000 career digs in 
the Longhorns’ Sept. 12 sweep of Pasadena and 
needs fewer than 100 kills this season to get to 
1,000 for her career. The Lamar University com-
mit last season reached 1,000 assists for her ca-
reer and is likely to finish her Dobie career with 
more than 1,500.

 Dobie, Deer Park and 
Channelview have tak-
en equal turns at hoisting 
the District 22-6A varsi-
ty football championship 
trophy over the past three 
seasons, and now is the 
time to decide just who 
will reign supreme in 
2023.
 Were statistical data the 
only item on which to base 
the future, the undefeated 
Deer Park Deer, who host 
Dobie in a 22-6A opener 
Sept. 22 at Abshier Stadi-
um in Deer Park, would be 
the clear frontrunner.
 Head coach Austin Fly-
nn’s team swept its non-
district schedule, putting 
up 183 points over the 
four games and allow-
ing just 54. And with the 
top seed in the Division I 
playoff bracket likely at 
stake against Dobie, the 

Deer will look to win their 
third straight in the series 
against the Longhorns.
 The Deer Park offen-
sive attack has been quite 
balanced through four 
games, with dual-threat 
quarterback Landon Keis-
elhorst leading a charge 
that has collected right at 
900 yards rushing to go 
with 800 more through the 
air.
 Still, it’s the Deer de-
fense that has turned heads 
this season with nondis-
trict wins over La Porte, 
Clear Creek, Beaumont 
West Brook and Clear 
Brook. 
 With Dave Campbell’s 
Texas Football’s presea-
son Defensive Player of 
the Year pick Luke Webb 
anchoring the front seven, 
the Deer have allowed just 
900 yards of total offense 

through the four games.
 A season ago, it was 
Channelview that slowed 
Deer Park’s roll, winning 
the head-to-head match-
up en route to the 22-6A 
championship as head 
coach Avion Hurts and the 
Falcons ruled things.
 But after tossing for 
more than 2,300 yards and 
29 touchdowns, eventu-
al district Most Valuable 
Player Darius Clark-
James has taken his talents 
to C.E. King, and the Fal-
cons have felt the void.
 At 1-3 overall through 
nondistrict action, the Fal-
cons have scored just 52 
total points. They draw 
the week one bye before 
opening league play Sept. 
29.

Dobie
 At 2-2, the Longhorns 
are just fine. Following 
a pair of wins to open 
the season against Clear 
Brook and Grand Oaks, 
the Longhorns were 
crushed in consecutive 
weeks by district champi-
onship caliber teams from 
Dickinson and Houston 
Lamar.
 Junior running back 
Cameron Mathews is 
carrying the load for the 
Longhorns with more than 
600 yards rushing through 
four games. And while 
the passing game has yet 
to bear much fruit, the lo-
cals possess a veteran de-
fensive bunch that should 
thrive in 22-6A play.
 South Houston, which 
defeated Dobie a season 
ago en route to a Division 
II seed, is feeling good 
about itself after senior 
quarterback Cam Webb 
put together one of the 
best all-around perfor-
mances of week four in a 
win over Westside.
Webb, Dave Campbell’s 
Texas Football’s preseason 
choice as offensive Player 
of the Year in 22-6A, has 
rushed for 484 yards and 
seven touchdowns, passed 
for 520 yards and four 
touchdowns and intercept-
ed three passes on defense, 

returning one for a touch-
down against Westside.
 While Webb is far and 
away the straw stirring the 
drink at South Houston and 
Mathews is the focal point 
of Dobie’s attack, both pro-
grams would appear to be 
solid postseason hopefuls 
ahead of Memorial, Ray-
burn and Pasadena.
 At this precise time a 
season ago, Pasadena se-
nior Ruben Lara had a 
district-leading 757 yards 
rushing and seven scores 
to pace the Eagles to a 2-2 
start, while Elijah Cruz 
was No. 2 in rushing with 
more than 600 of his own.
 This time around, the 
Eagles’ 2-2 start has been 
fueled by sophomore tail-
back Malachi Gamble and 
his 721 yards and nine 
touchdowns.
 Senior quarterback 

Cameron Murray has 
thrown for more than 800 
yards and 11 scores, while 
Cruz is currently the lead-
ing receiver in 22-6A.
 Similarly, Sam Rayburn 

is 2-2 with sophomore 
quarterback H’Rei Jones 
accounting for nine total 
scores. Memorial, also 
2-2, is led by tailback Lo-
renzo Delgado.

22-6A football race starts as Deer appear at 4-0

Texans shut out Dobie FB

Collins exceeds 1,000 assists

Kyla Lobo (left) of Dobie is shown with Thomas Valles following the completion 
of the La Porte Invitational cross-country meet Sept. 16 at Northwest Park in 
La Porte. Lobo, who will help lead the Longhorns into the Oct. 12 District 22-
6A Championships, was 17th overall at La Porte in the varsity girls’ 5,000-me-
ter event.

 Putting a loss to Deer 
Park in the District 22-
6A opener quickly be-
hind it, the Dobie varsity 
volleyball team entered 
play Sept. 19 at home 
against Channelview with 
23 overall wins and very 
much looking like a top-ti-
er 22-6A program.
 The 2021-2022 squad 
won 25 overall matches, 
the most in head coach 
Dawn Sexton’s tenure 
at Dobie. This team will 
surpass that. And with se-
nior and four-year varsity 
standout Lexie Gonzalez 

surpassing 1,000 career 
digs in a sweep of Pasade-
na Sept. 12, the versatile 
talent is in line to become 
one of the most productive 
players in program history.
 A Lamar University 
commit, Gonzalez needs 
fewer than 100 kills for 
1,000 in her career. She 
surpassed 1,000 career 
digs Sept. 12 against the 
Eagles, and last season 
eclipsed 1,000 career as-
sists. With at least 10 
matches remaining in her 
high school career, Gonza-
lez very well could get past 

the 1,500 career assists 
mark. By Gonzalez show-
ing the way, Dobie has 
come up big this season as 
nine seniors have played a 
key role along with fresh-
man Amaya Langellier.
 In the 25-18, 25-16, 
25-11 sweep of Pasadena, 
Gonzalez had 11 kills and 
Ariana Garza had 10 of 
her own.
 Moving ahead to Sept. 
15 at Memorial, Dobie 
came away with a 25-15, 
21-25, 25-19, 25-18 win 
as the team moved to 2-1 
early on in district action.

Dobie volleyball quickly 
rebounds in 22-6A play

Since falling to Deer Park to open league play, the Dobie varsity volleyball 
team, including senior libero Aly Frias, has gotten back on track as it looks to 
finish the first half strong. The Longhorns play at Rayburn Sept. 22.
 Photo by Gloria Wallace

Lexie passes 1,000 digs

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 9/30/23.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)
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 A 17-2 win over Pas-
adena Memorial has the 
Dobie varsity team ten-
nis squad in control of its 
own destiny for the No. 2 
playoff seed as the District 
22-6A race plays out this 
month into October.
 A challenging nondis-
trict schedule combined 
with a relatively inexperi-
enced lineup added up to 
a lengthy winless start for 
the Longhorns, but now 
wins in five of seven over-
all have provided for plen-

ty of momentum.
 “I’m happy for the kids 
first and foremost but also 
proud of the way they have 
continued to work and 
play for a better result,” 
Dobie head coach Manuel 
Moreno Jr. said.
 “We knew coming 
into the season that kids 
would have to play in (sin-
gles ladder) spots maybe 
higher than they are ac-
customed or immediately 
ready for, but they have 
battled and come together. 

Our overall record is not 
what we would like, but 
doing well in district play 
and getting to the playoffs 
is what the true goal is.”
 Dobie is also working 
on a years-long winning 
streak against the other 
four Pasadena ISD pro-
grams, and with upcoming 
matches Sept. 22 against 
South Houston and then 
the finale Oct. 26 against 
Sam Rayburn, the locals 
are intent on locking up 
the second playoff seed 

Dobie netters top Mavs, eye two seed

Deer Park at Dobie

Pearland at Shadow Creek

Clear Brook vs. Clear Falls

Clear Creek at Brazoswood

Dickinson at Clear Springs

Friendswood at 
Richmond Foster

Manvel at Magnolia West

La Porte at Barbers Hill

Goose Creek Memorial  at 
Baytown  Lee

Lutheran South hosts 
St. John’s

Last Week’s Results

Season record

South Belt 
football 

predictions

Deer Park

Shadow Creek

Clear Falls

 Brazoswood

Dickinson

Friendswood

Manvel

Barbers Hill

Baytown Lee

Lutheran South

9-1

32-8

Dobie

Pearland

Clear Falls

Clear Creek

Dickinson

Friendswood

Manvel

Barbers Hill

Baytown Lee

Lutheran South

8-2

29-11

Deer Park

Shadow Creek

Clear Falls

Clear Creek

Dickinson

Friendswood

Manvel

Barbers Hill

Baytown Lee

St. John’s

9-1

32-8

Dobie

Shadow Creek

Clear Falls

 Brazoswood

Dickinson

Friendswood

Manvel

Barbers Hill

Baytown Lee

Lutheran South

7-3

28-12

Deer Park

Shadow Creek

Clear Falls

Brazoswood

Dickinson

Friendswood

Manvel

Barbers Hill

Baytown Lee

St Johns

9-1

32-8

John Bechtle Emory Gadd Troy Leland Stephen Sutton Debbie Vaughn

 Top 24-6A, varsity 
football contenders impli-
cations will clash in week 
one of league play as 
Dickinson travels to Clear 
Springs Sept. 22 with the 
Division I playoff seed 
likely to be decided out of 
the chute.
 Elsewhere, Clear Creek 
plays at Brazoswood in a 
game that could have big 
implications in the Divi-
sion II postseason picture, 
while Clear Falls and Clear 
Brook will also meet.
 After the first month of 
the season, is there much 
evidence not to pencil 
in Dickinson and Clear 
Springs as the Division I 
playoff reps from 24-6A, 
with Clear Falls coming 
out of Division II? Not 
much.
 The Gators and Char-
gers will finish well within 
the top four of the stand-
ings, and, based on en-
rollment, will advance as 
the Division I postseason 
seeds in either order.
 As for Division II, there 
very well could be a tough 
competition for the two 
available spots.
 A season ago, Bra-
zoswood wound up being 
the surprise of the 24-6A 
race as head coach Joe 

Cary’s squad put together 
its finest season in many.
 And while early hopes 
of a district championship 
run were dashed with loss-
es to Clear Springs, Clear 
Falls and Dickinson, the 
Bucs still went 7-3 overall 
and took wins over Divi-
sion II playoff contenders 
Clear Lake, Clear Creek 
and Clear Brook on the 
way to a bidistrict playoff 
berth.
 Brazoswood has done 
nothing to diminish hopes 
thus far in 2023, but both 
Clear Lake and Clear 
Creek also won three of 
four in nondistrict action 
and have to be considered 
contenders for a berth.
 Clear Falls has enjoyed 
a heck of a three-year run, 
winning 26 total games 
over that span. Quarter-
back Landon Vessel is off 
to a great start with six 
scoring passes through 
four games, and receiv-
er Nathaniel Cox has 23 
grabs for 324 yards. 
 An 0-3 start should be 
considered misleading as 
the Knights lost to prov-
en playoff contenders 
Pearland, Summer Creek 
and Houston Lamar. And 
while Falls has had to re-
load on the defensive side 

of the football, this group 
is still very much in the 
thick of a playoff hunt.
 As for Brazoswood, the 
Bucs have not played the 
strongest of nondistrict 
schedules over the past 
two seasons, but a 7-1 re-
cord, 3-1 this season, is 
solid nonetheless.
 Bucs’ running back Joe 
Trevino led the district 
in rushing through three 
weeks and had scored sev-
en touchdowns. First-year 
quarterback Kelan Pullen 
had thrown for six scores.
 And while the Bucs 
have to be pleased with a 
3-1 start, count both Clear 
Lake and Clear Creek as 
possible suitors to Divi-
sion II postseason berths.
 The Wildcats simply 
have more playmaking 
ability this season, with 
Donavan Coffman aver-
aging more than five yards 
a rush, and quarterback 
Bryson Drake also provid-
ing added production.

24-6A football race could run deep

 Oct. 7 is shaping up to 
be a very special day for 
the Dobie High School 
tennis program as dozens 
of former players are ex-
pected to be on hand to 
celebrate Manuel Moreno 
Jr., the program’s longtime 
head coach and also the 
man who has for 25 years 
now helped both develop 
players’ tennis skills and 
teach them about being 
part of a true team.
 Moreno and his 2023 
fall team squad are cur-
rently in the midst of the 
District 22-6A race, and 
the bidistrict playoffs get 
started Oct. 9-10 across 
the state. But on Oct. 7 as 
the program’s annual Exes 
Matches takes place begin-
ning at 9 a.m., the focus 
will be on Moreno as well 
as all of the players, both 
past and present, who have 
contributed on and off the 
court since Moreno took 
charge of the program as 
the 1998-1999 school year 
began.
 Himself a youth play-
er at Galveston’s O’Con-
nell High School under 
head coach Vince Stiglich 
Jr. Moreno was skilled 
enough to play collegiate-
ly at Lamar University 
in Beaumont. There, he 
played for legendary head 
coach Ron Wesbrooks as 
he excelled with the Cardi-
nals.
 His relationship with 
Wesbrooks has endured, 
with the Longhorns annu-
ally attending the fall high 
school team tennis invita-
tional named in honor of 
Wesbrooks at Lamar Uni-
versity. 
 The lessons that came 
from Stiglich and Wes-
brooks were many, but 
perhaps the one that stuck 

with Moreno is the sense of 
team. Dobie has not been 
a regional power during 
Moreno’s stay. Many of 
his players over the years 
have simply chosen to play 
the sport upon their arrival 
at Dobie, then literally tak-
ing their first swings with 
and under the watchful eye 
of their head coach.
 Moreno turns no players 
away; everyone gets an op-
portunity to be part of the 
team, which is always ben-
eficial in the development 
of young student-athletes. 
Above all then, Dobie ten-
nis is about family, sports-
manship and representing 
the South Belt community, 
Dobie and the team in the 
brightest possible lights.
 Moreno says he learned 
a sense of team from Sti-
glich, with O’Connoll 
scoring the last of 14 
straight state titles during 
Moreno’s senior year.
 Once he arrived at La-
mar University, Moreno 
played for Wesbrooks, a 
converted former track 
and field coach. “I was in 
tremendous condition,” 
Moreno said. “He believed 
in running. I’ll never forget 
some of those track work-
outs.”
 With Wesbrooks, More-
no also gained a deep feel-
ing of the importance of 
family, even as it was in 
the form of the Cardinals’ 
tennis squad.
 “We worked hard on 
the court, but coach Wes-
brooks also took us on 
team trips,” Moreno said. 
“I was the product of a sin-
gle mom, and I never got 
to do much as a kid. Once I 
became a tennis coach, it’s 
always been important to 
me to cultivate a sense of 
family. I credit coach Wes-

brooks for that.”
 Moreno has given 50 
years of his life to youth 
tennis in all, including 
half of those at Dobie. He, 
however, never expected a 
25-year stay.
 “I interviewed with 
(then head football coach) 
Mike Stephens, and the 
interview was about five 
minutes long. Steve Ja-
mail was the principal, and 
Johnny Lee an assistant 
principal. I had known 
them both from O’Con-
nell. 
 “Honestly, I was going 
to stay one year and use 
the experience to move on. 
But coach Jamail was the 
reason I stayed. He was 
always so supportive of 
the tennis program and did 
everything he could to sup-
port what we were doing.”
 And, of course, Moreno 
has enjoyed the players. 
“They work hard, they are 
friendly and supportive of 
one another. And, really, 
in my mind, we have been 
one of the two most suc-
cessful athletic programs 
at Dobie.
 “I just feel blessed. To 
see so many of these for-
mer players do well in 
life is what it’s about. It’s 
been 25 of the best years 
of my career. I’ve always 
been fully invested and 
feel like I could have been 
around for more of my 
kids’, Kelsey and Mitchell, 
things, but I think it’s all 
worked out fine.
 “I’m excited about Oct. 7. 
I hope we have a great turn-
out. It’s a chance for a lot of 
us to get together again.”
 The event will take 
place at Dobie’s tennis 
court. For more informa-
tion see future South Belt 
Leaders.

Dobie tennis to celebrate 
Moreno Jr. Sat., Oct. 7

Dobie tennis coach Manuel Moreno Jr. (far right) made what has become an 
annual visit to the U.S. Open in New York as he reconnected with former Long-
horn players, left to right, Jisha Jobe, Martin Zuber and Nirali Desai (Class 
of 2010), along with his daughter, Kelsey Moreno at the U.S. Open, enjoying 
third-round match between Alexander Zverev and Grigor Dimitrov at Louis 
Armstrong Stadium. As Dobie’s head coach for 25 seasons, Moreno has kept 
in touch with many past players, and his silver anniversary celebration Oct. 7 
figures to include many familiar faces.

24-6A Opening Week
Dickinson at Clear Falls

Clear Brook vs. Clear Falls

Clear Creek at Brazoswood

Dobie 17, Pasadena Memorial 2
Boys’ doubles
1) Nestor Garza/Ryan Le (D) def. Shane Daly/Khang Phan, 6-3, 6-2.
2) Diego Flores/Nolan Tran (D) def. Carlos De La Garza/Aaron Jones, 6-0, 6-2.
3) Rigo Alanis/Pitou So (D) def. Oscar Lima/Lane Ramos, 6-0, 6-1.

Girls’ doubles
1) Leslie Figueroa/Hailey Maldonado (D) def. Cameron Hernandez/Bianca 
Pinto, 6-1, 6-0.
2) Leena Pham/Kayla Tran (D) def. Angelique Carrasco/Morgan Schnettler, 6-0, 6-0.
3) Abby Panza/Hallie Vu (D) def. Ibtihaj Mubashir/Rachel Tran, 6-0, 6-2.

Mixed doubles
1) Amalia Reyes/Tre Ramirez (D) def. Victoria Chioreanu/Jacob Condado, default.

Boys’ singles
1) Diego Flores (D) def. Khang Phan, 6-1, 6-2.
2) Shane Daly (M) def. Nolan Tran, 6-2, 1-6, 14-12.
3) Ryan Le (D) def. Oscar Lima, 6-1, 6-0.
4) Nestor Garza (D) def. Aaron Jones, 4-6, 6-3, 10-8.
5) Pitou So (D) def. Lane Ramos, 6-1, 6-0.
6) Rigo Alanis (D) def. Carlos De La Garza, 7-6 (7-2), 6-2.

Girls’ singles
1) Victoria Chioreanu (M) def. Hailey Maldonado, 6-3, 6-0.
2) Leslie Figueroa (D) def. Bianca Pinto, 6-2, 6-1.
3) Kayla Tran (D) def. Cameron Hernandez, 6-1, 6-0.
4) Amalia Reyes (D) def. Angelique Carrasco, 6-0, 6-3.
5) Abby Panza (D) def. Rachel Tran, 6-0, 6-2.
6) Hallie Vu (D) def. Morgan Schnettler, 6-1, 6-0.
Dobie, prior to Tuesday’s District 22-6A match with Channelview, is 6-15 overall, 2-1 district.

behind Deer Park.
 “Our kids always play 
hard,” Moreno said. “We 
did a great job with the 
doubles and led Memo-
rial 7-0 heading into the 
singles, and our goal has 
always been to have a fast 
start in the doubles. We 
finished strong. I’m so 
happy for the kids. Our 
schedule has been tough 
and the wins have been 
hard to come by, but we 
have played hard and giv-
en everything we have.”
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R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Support Leader Advertisers281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

HELP
WANTEDESTATE SALE

10538 SAGEYORK. Sat., 
Sept. 23, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Household items, furni-
ture, clothing, tools, anti-
ques and much more. 
Everything must go! 9-21

YARD SALE
10802 TWIG DR. 
(Beverly Hills). Mon. thru 
Fri., Sept. 25 - Sept. 29, 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Household 
items, closed gift shop 
items, end tables, craft 
beads, dresser, marbles, 
Halloween and lots more.  
 9-21

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

The Handyman Can.
Restore, Repair, Update
Tile & Wood Floors • Fences & Decks

Painting: Interior & Exterior
General Home Repairs

Work done right at the right price
Serving southbelt and surrounding areas.

Call today for a free quote and let us know what  
we can do for you! 

713.701.7400

QUATRO LUNAS PRESSURE WASHING
AFFORDABLE PRESSURE/SOFT WASHING

Rogelio Luna
346-822-4399
rojelio4810@gmail.com

Driveways - Sidewalks - Fences 
Houses - Dumpsters Bin Areas 

Patios - Commercial Areas 

ELDERLY and HANDICAPPED, will negotiate

10203 Glenkirk Dr.
Houston, TX 77089

Advertise in 
the 

Leader

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-
6300 or visit https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets 
at either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 
6117 Broadway St., Pearland, or on Zoom. 
See Pearland Chamber of Commerce calen-
dar or call 281-485-3634.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 
713-686-6300.
6 p.m. Texas German Society, South Belt 
(SE) Chapter – A social group focused on 
the culture, music, heritage and language of 
Texas German immigrants. Meets at 
Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Email 
OpaGivesHugs@gmail.com.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
1 - 3 p.m. Parker Williams Genealogy 
Group – meets at the library, Beamer at 
Scarsdale, 1-3 p.m. Email Liz Hicks at eroot
rot@usa.net.
3:30 – 6:30 p.m. Bay Area Singles Club – at 
the VFW Lodge Post 6378, 5204 Hwy. 3.  
Cost is $8 for members, $10 for nonmem-
bers. Call 281-470-2750 or 281-337-3112.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom. For details 
regarding services, Judaism classes, fi lm se-
ries, and  lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://
www.shaarhashalom.org.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Vigilance Group of NA, 2930 E. FM 518, 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). Call 713-661-4200 or visit www.

hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Family members and friends of prob-
lem drinkers/addicts share, learn Al-Anon 
principles, that they are not alone, and dis-
cover choices available. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Noon Food Drive – New Covenant Christian 
Church hosts food drive at 10603 Blackhawk 
Blvd, Houston. Call 281-484-4230.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship and Bible study pro-
grams at 11456 Space Center Blvd. (in back 
of a medical/retail community). Call 281-479-
7285. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets at 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy. For 
details, call 713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. 
Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon 713-472-0565 for tours of 
exhibits.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League 
City Parkway. Volunteers teach dance les-
sons. Call 281-554-1180.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Email huff_reunion@juno.com 

for details.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s Group, 12 Step Re-
covery in the Education Bldg. room 4, 11011 
Hall Rd. Call 832-725-8479 or 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
– #0683 chapter meets at the Methodist 
Church, 110 N Friendswood Dr. in the educa-
tional  bldg., room 201. Call 832-858-4617 or 
713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Monday’s notice.
9 a.m.  American Begonia Society – 
Houston Satellite meets at Helen Hall Library, 
300 W. Walker. Call 281-481-2458.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice. 
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – Club #05324194 meets 
in-person for a hybrid meeting at 10500 
Scarsdale Blvd (SB Chamber of Commerce). 
Visit sehouston.toastmastersclubs.org or call 
832-722-9061. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park. Casual ballroom dancing offered. Call 
281-554-1180.  
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

HOUSE CLEANING
RESIDENTIAL HOUSE 
CLEANING. Reliable, 
trustworthy and depend-
able with very reason-
able rates. South Belt, 
Clear Lake and Webster. 
Contact Lisa 832-830-
9331. 9-28

SERVICE
RUBEN’S PAINTING.
Interior & exterior paint-
ing, Sheetrock repair, 
wood fences, pressure 
washing. Free estimates. 
Call 346-577-3347. 12-28
CARPENTER/ HANDY-

MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-8887.  
 12-28
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 10-5

St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church
1st annualGala Night

Hosted by the St. Luke Steering Committee
All proceeds go to the Capital Campaign

Saturday, October 21, 2023
6:30 p.m. - Midnight

The Gardens
12001 Beamer Rd. • Houston, Tx 77089

Dance • Dinner • Silent & Live Auctions

Guest of Honor - Recognizing Marie Flickinger
for her extraordinary dedication and service to the community.

$70 per seat or $700 per Table (10 Seats)
Scan QRcode, email or call to make reservations.

slcc@stlukescatholic.com • 281-481-5492
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Continued from Page 1
weather. 
 Along with the tradition-
al display of porch lights 
and front porch vigils, NNO 
will be celebrated by neigh-
borhoods and communi-
ties with a variety of events 
and activities such as block 
parties, cookouts, parades, 
fl ashlight walks, contests, 
youth programs and visits 
from local police.
 County offi cials and lo-
cal homeowner groups and 
civic clubs traditionally hold 
NNO events in the South 
Belt community, but no spe-
cifi c events were known at 
press time.
 The HPD, Harris County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce and Harris 
County Precinct 2 and Pre-
cinct 8 constable offi ces will 
all be participating in vari-
ous functions. 
 South Belt residents 
within the city limits who 
are planning a block party 
and wanting to have a police 
visit should contact HPD 
Offi cer Richard Buitron at 
281-642-3484 or Buitron@
Houstonpolice.org. Most 
residents outside of the city 
limits having parties should 
contact Precinct 2 Constable 
Jerry Garcia’s offi ce at 713-
477-2766. 

Dobie junior Christopher Lopez was third overall 
amid a talented fi eld at the La Porte Invitational 
cross-country meet Sept. 16, turning in a personal 
record time and leading the Longhorns to third 
place in the Division I team standings at North-
west Park in La Porte.

Conner Torres continued his stellar cross-coun-
try season as he was the Longhorns’ fourth over-
all fi nisher at the La Porte Invitational Sept. 16 
over the 5,000-meter course at Northwest Park.

Photos submitted

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.146195 per $100  valuation has been proposed by the governing body of 
San Jacinto Community College District. 

 PROPOSED TAX RATE  $0.146195 per $100
 NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.140269 per $100
 VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE  $0.150555 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2023 tax year that will raise the same 
amount of property tax revenue for San Jacinto Community College District from the 
same properties in both the 2022 tax year and the 2023 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that San Jacinto Community College  
District may adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that San 
Jacinto Community College District is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2023 
tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON October 
2, 2023, AT 7:00 PM AT 4624 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Texas 77504.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, San 
Jacinto Community College District is not required to hold an election at which voters 
may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for 
or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Board of Trust-
ees of San Jacinto Community College District at their offices or by attending the public 
hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100 

FOR the proposal:     Marie Flickinger  John Moon Jr.
 Keith Sinor Erica Davis Rouse 
 Dan Mims  Michelle Cantú-Wilson
 Larry Wilson

AGAINST the proposal: 
PRESENT and not voting: 
ABSENT: 

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information 
about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your 
property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by 
San Jacinto Community College District last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on 
the average residence homestead by San Jacinto Community College District this year.

 2022 2023 Change
  Total tax rate   $0.155605 $0.146195 decrease of -$0.009410,
  $100 of value)    or -6.05%

  Average homestead $157,169 $170,800 increase of $13,631,
  taxable value     or 8.67%

  Tax on average  $244.56 $249.70 increase of $5.14, 
  homestead    or 2.10%

  Total tax levy on all  $119,907,550 $126,169,595 increase of $6,262,045, 
  properties     or 5.22%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for San Jacinto 
Community College District at 713-274-8000 or tax.office@tax.hctx.net, or visit www.
hctax.net for more information.

National Night Out
Tuesday, October 3, 2023

Participation Pledge Form
(This Form Should Be Returned As Soon As Possible)

On behalf of the ____________________________________________ we are 
                                                                  Civic Association/Neighborhood Or Police Department

committed to participate in Houston/Harris County National Night Out 2023 by 
organizing block parties and activities that promote crime prevention and improve 
police/community relations.

Contact Name:  _________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________

Telephone Number:  _____________________________________________________

Law enforcement Agency  ________________________________________________

Division  ______________________________________________________________
                                                       (For example, Clear Lake Division or Central Division, etc.)

What type of activity will you host?  ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Where will the activity take place? (Address) _________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

What time will the activity begin and end? _____________ _______________________

Return this form to: Richard Buitron

Attention: National Night Out Coordinator
Clear Lake Community Service: 

2855 Bay Area Blvd. Houston, Tx 77058
Offi ce: 832-395-1776
Cell:    281-642-3484

Richard.Buitron@Houstonpolice.org

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Clear Brook High 
School will join the par-
ty as two legendary fe-
male athletes from the 
Wolverines’ athletic pro-
gram will be part of Clear 
Creek ISD’s Athletic Hall 
of Honor Class of 2023 
during a Sept. 23 induc-
tion ceremony at Chal-
lenger Stadium in Web-
ster.
 Terri Hunter Bolden, a 
1996 graduate, made her 
mark as a varsity girls’ 
basketball star and also 
ran track in the spring. 
Bolden will join Wolver-
ine multisport standout 
Jennifer Gordon Womack, 
also a 1996 graduate and 
former varsity basketball 
teammate of Bolden, as 
the first-ever Hall of Hon-
or inductees from Clear 
Brook.
 The CCISD Athletic 
Hall of Honor debuted 
in 2016 and focused on 
graduates of the district’s 
two original high schools 
— Clear Creek, which 
opened in 1956 and Clear 

Lake, which opened in 
1972. 
 As of now, star athletes 
from Clear Falls or Clear 
Springs high schools are 
not yet eligible for induc-
tion. Inductees must have 
graduated from Webster, 
Clear Creek, Clear Lake 
or Clear Brook from 1948 
through 2002.
 Perhaps the most recog-
nizable name within the 
2023 CCISD Athletic Hall 
of Honor class belongs to 
Steve McKinney, a 1994 
Clear Lake High School 
graduate who was a two-
way star at tight end and 
defensive end for the Fal-
cons before being recruit-
ed by and then joining the 
Texas A&M University 
program.
 Yet not long into his 
career with the Aggies, 
McKinney shifted his fo-
cus to the interior of the 
offensive line, eventually 
playing 10 NFL seasons 
combined with the India-
napolis Colts and Houston 
Texans.
 Tim Glover, a Clear 
Lake High School Class 

of 1990 graduate, was 
inducted as part of the 
Falcons’ 1989 Class 5A 
varsity boys’ basketball 
championship team in 
2020 and will now join 
the Hall of Fame as an in-
dividual. 
 Glover, who also 
played baseball at Clear 
Lake, went on to play 
basketball collegiately for 
two seasons at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh and 
then the University of 
Texas-San Antonio, where 
he competed in 50 total 
games, averaging more 
than 10 points per game 
as a senior in 1993-1994.
 Cara Gibbs, a Clear 
Creek Class of 1994 grad-
uate, helped the Wildcats 
reach the state girls’ bas-
ketball tournament during 
a star-studded four-year 
varsity career, where she 
played for head coach 
Peggy Whitley, herself an
Athletic Hall of Honor 
Class of 2020 inductee.
 Gibbs played colle-
giately at Texas Tech 
University, where she 
lettered for three seasons 

and played her final year 
in 1999. 
 Jamie Anderson 
Brown-
son, who starred with 
the Clear Creek varsity 
girls’ soccer program in 
the late 1980s, is includ-
ed for 2023, as is Clear 
Lake boys’ swimming star 
Kevin Ruszkowski, Ali 
Uberecken of Clear Lake 
cross-country and track 
and field fame, and Clear 
Creek swimmer Rebecca 
Wolfe Damas.
 The coaching hon-
orees for 2023 include 
longtime Clear Creek 
girls’ soccer head coach 
Dede MacPherson and 
E.J. Swindler, who for 
13 seasons led state-level 
cross-country programs at 
Clear Lake High School.
 State championship 
teams from Clear Lake 
High School, including 
the 1976 girls’ swimming 
and diving, the 1976, 1977 
and 1979 boys’ swimming 
and diving teams and the 
1978 boys’ cross-country 
squad will also enter the 
hall of honor.

Clear Creek ISD Hall of Honor 
includes Brook grads for 2023
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National 
Merit
named
 A total of 16 Clear Creek 
ISD high school students 
were named semifi nalists 
in the 69th annual National 
Merit Scholarship Program.
 Each year, the National 
Merit Scholarship Corpo-
ration (NMSC) awards top 
high school seniors across 
the country for their aca-
demic success. 
 These CCISD students 
now have an opportunity to 
continue in the competition 
for some 7,140 National 
Merit Scholarships worth 
nearly $28 million that will 
be offered next spring.
 To be considered for 
a scholarship award, the 
16,000 semifi nalists must 
fulfi ll several requirements 
to advance to the Finalist 
level of the competition. 
Approximately half of the 
Finalists will win a Nation-
al Merit Scholarship, earn-
ing the Merit Scholar® title.
 NMSC, a not-for-profi t 
organization that operates 
without government assis-
tance, was established in 
1955 specifi cally to conduct 
the annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 
 Scholarships are under-
written by NMSC with its 
own funds and by approx-
imately 320 business orga-
nizations and higher educa-
tion institutions that share 
NMSC’s goals of honor-
ing the nation’s scholastic 
champions and encourag-
ing the pursuit of academic 
excellence.
 Congratulations to the 
following students:
Clear Creek High School
 Bryan L. Stevens and 
Amelia L. Young.
Clear Falls High School

 Christina E. Geppert and 
Ethan H. Miles.
Clear Lake High School

 Samir Abdelkhaleq, Paul 
R. Bailey, Joshua S. Cog-
burn, Ethan Faulkner and 
Minasha Gunarathna.
 Jonathan JHuang, Josh-
ua Jiang, Chris Wang, Cody 
Wang, Richard Wang and 
Gunnar W. Wye-Rodney.

Clear Springs High 
School

 Jared S. Dake.

Terri Hunter Bolden was quickly elevated to the var-
sity girls’ basketball team as a freshman in 1993 and 
turned her on-court talent and outstanding academ-
ics into a college career at the Air Force Academy.

Playing for head coach Pat McKenna, Terri Hunt-
er Bolden helped put the Clear Brook varsity girls’ 
program in the limelight. She now joins the 2023 
Clear Creek ISD Hall of Honor class of inductees.

Lopez, Torres excel at La Porte meet

See related story on page 5.
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