
 With school now 
back in session, this 
will mark the last se-
mester for Dr. Greg 
Smith, Clear Creek In-
dependent School Dis-
trict superintendent, 
who is set to retire 
Dec. 31.
 Smith made the deci-
sion to retire fi ve years 
ago when he signed his 
last contract, and his 
departure has nothing 
to do with the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.
 “On behalf of the Clear Creek ISD Board of 
Trustees, I would like to thank Dr. Greg Smith 
for his leadership over the past 13 years,” said 
Dr. Laura DuPont, CCISD board president. “Un-
der his guidance, our school district continues to 
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Early voting debate continues for upcoming election
 The subject of mail-in voting has been a con-
troversial one in recent weeks, as the practice is 
viewed by some to be necessary out of COVID-19 
safety concerns, while others see it as ripe for pos-
sible voter fraud. Debate on the issue has been 
compounded by recent allegations of sabotage 
within the U.S. Postal Service.
 Earlier this month, the Texas Supreme Court 
temporarily blocked Harris County from sending 
mail-in ballot applications to all its voters for the 
Nov. 3 election. The decision came in response to 
a lawsuit fi led by the Harris County Republican 
Party.  
 A similar lawsuit fi led by state Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton to prohibit the county’s mail-in pro-
posal was also granted by the high court in a Sept. 

15 ruling. That same day, the state’s all-Republi-
can Supreme Court ordered that three Green Par-
ty candidates be added back onto the ballot after 
a lower court had previously had them removed. 
The decision is expected to harm the Democrat-
ic Party, which had originally fi led the lawsuit to 
keep the liberal candidates off the ballot. The or-
der forces local voting administrators to now re-
print all mail-in ballots.
 Harris County Clerk Chris Hollins had an-
nounced the previous month the county would 
send mail-in applications to all of its nearly 2.5 
million registered voters. He said the measure was 
an attempt to encourage safe voter participation 
during the current health crisis.
 “Our offi ce’s top priority is to protect the right 

to vote and, during the time of COVID-19, to en-
sure that Harris County voters can cast their bal-
lots safely,” Hollins said. “Since voting by mail 
is the safest way to vote, it is my duty to educate 
voters on who qualifi es to vote by mail and make 
it convenient for qualifi ed voters to apply.”
 According to the GOP lawsuit, however, Hol-
lins is a “rogue clerk who is abusing the appli-
cation to vote by mail process and compromising 

the integrity of elections in Harris County.”
 This message was reinforced by Paxton.
 “Election offi cials have a duty to reject mail-in 
ballot applications from voters who are not eligi-
ble to vote by mail,” Paxton said in a statement. 
“Unfortunately, instead of protecting the integri-
ty of our democratic process, the Harris County 
Clerk decided to knowingly violate election laws 

Continued on Page 4

 The Houston Fire Department is accepting ap-
plications for fi refi ghter trainees.
 Per state law, all applicants must be 18 or old-
er to take an entrance examination for a begin-
ning position in the fi re department. Applicants 
36 years of age and older are ineligible for a be-
ginning position with the department.
 Noncertifi ed fi refi ghter and EMT applicants 
must have 24 transferable college credit hours 

with a grade of “C” or better (only two credit 
hours of physical education will be accepted) or 
at least two years of full-time active military ser-
vice with an honorable discharge as stipulated on 
a DD214 Member 4.
 Applicants must meet the above requirements 
by their Civil Service exam date.
 The examinations will be given from 7:30 

Continued on Page 4

HFD accepting applications

Offi cers busy with chases, manhunts

Charges filed in Edgebrook stabbing

A major car crash held up traffi c for hours on the northbound Gulf Freeway feeder near Almeda Mall 
the morning of Friday, Sept. 11. According to witnesses, the driver of the above car struck an 18-wheel-
er, before fl ying in the air and coming to a stop at approximately 11:15 a.m. Houston police said there 
were no fatalities. At press time, however, it was unclear if anyone was injured. Photo by Don Graham

Friday crash on I-45 feeder

Frank Braden

Houston USO sponsors golf tournament

Dr. Greg Smith

 Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District is 
one of only two school 
districts in the state of 
Texas to be recognized 
as a Model Profession-
al Learning Communi-
ty at Work.
 Only 24 school dis-
tricts throughout the 
country and Canada 
have been selected for 
this prestigious honor.
 The district was se-
lected for this recog-

nition by Solution Tree for demonstrating a 
commitment to PLC concepts, implementing 
these concepts for three years and for show-
ing clear evidence of improved student learn-
ing. 
 School districts honored as a Model PLC 
have successfully met the rigorous criteria set by 
Solution Tree, which calls on educators to show 
they have done the following:
 – Focused on learning.
 – Built a collaborative culture.
 – Are results-oriented.
 Becoming a Model PLC school district was 
part of a long journey, dating back to 2013. That 

Continued on Page 4

PISD 1 of 2 Texas districts honored

fl ourish and excel, even in the midst of signifi -
cant challenges.”
 Smith earned his bachelor’s degree in ele-
mentary education from Oakland University; his 
master’s degree in education administration from 
University of Houston-Clear Lake; and his doc-
torate in education administration from Texas 
A&M University.
 Smith began his position as Clear Creek ISD 
superintendent in January 2008. He has been in 
public education for 40 years, 20 of those years 
as a superintendent. He is the longest-serving su-
perintendent in Clear Creek ISD’s history.
 Under his leadership, the school has excelled 
in several areas.
 “Dr. Smith is a leader of all leaders,” said Du-
Pont. “His handprint is all over this school dis-
trict. I know I speak for the other school board 
members when I say that Clear Creek ISD is the 
district it is today because of his strategic mind-

Continued on Page 4

CCISD’s superintendent to retire

K of C hosts blood drive
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 is hosting a 
blood drive in the Social Hall at St. Luke the Evange-
list Catholic Church, 11011 Hall Road, on Sun., Sept. 
20, from 8:30 a.m. to 3  p.m.
  Blood supplies are low; donors are needed. A free 
COVID-19 Antibody Test and Hero Socks are avail-
able for donors. 
 Make an appointment online at https://www.
commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_sched
ule/295776) or call Val Comeaux at 713-582-5358. 

Dobie, SJC hold college meet
 San Jacinto College and J. Frank Dobie High 
School will hold an informative parent meeting. Join 
the Virtual Financial Aid Information Night and hear 
about the different ways to pay for a student’s college 
education.
 The meeting will discuss FAFSA completion, 
grants, scholarships and more. The Zoom meeting 
will be held Sept. 22 beginning at 6 p.m. Attendees 
can join through the Zoom link, https://sanjac.zoom.
us/j/93787383211. 
 For more information, contact Rose.Pulido@sjcd.
edu or Dobie College Now offi ce at 713-740-0370. 

COVID numbers decrease
  At press time Wednesday, Sept. 16, a total of 36 
South Belt residents had been confi rmed dead from 
COVID-19, according to Harris County offi cials. That 
number is up six from the previous week.
 Of the 1,378 confi rmed cases in 77089, 234 remain 
active, while 1,129 have recovered from the virus. To 
date, 15 from the ZIP code have died from the disease 
– up three from last week.
 In 77075, 292 of the 1,294 confi rmed cases remain 
active, while 989 have recovered. A total of 13 from 
the ZIP code have died –up two from last week.
 Of the 1,412 confi rmed cases in 77034, 315 remain 
active, while 1,089 have recovered from the disease. 
To date, eight residents from ZIP code 77034 have 
died from the disease, no increase from the previous 
week.
 According to Harris County Public Health offi -
cials, the vast majority of the fatalities suffered from 
pre-existing health issues.
  Countywide, there are 117,568 total confi rmed 
cases. Of those, 100,941 have recovered from the 
disease, while 15,047 cases remain active. A total of 
1,578 deaths have been reported in Harris County.
 Statistics are updated daily and include num-
bers from within both the Houston city limits and 
throughout Harris County. To view an interac-
tive map, visit publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Re
sources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus. (See related chart 
Page 2.)

 .Beltway closures planned
 At least one northbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane will be closed at Fairmont Parkway daily from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Friday, Sept. 18. The north-
bound U-turn lane will also be closed during the 
same times.
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road lane will be closed from 
Vista to SH 225 daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
through Thursday, Oct. 8.
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road lane will be closed from 
Vista to SH 225 nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Thursday, Oct. 8.
 At least one southbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane will be closed from San Augustine to Red Bluff 
continuously through 5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20.
  At least one eastbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane will be closed at Kirby daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. through Monday, Oct. 5.
 At least one westbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane will be closed at Kirby nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 
a.m. through Monday, Sept. 21.
 The closures are associated with the ongoing 
project to widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes 
in each direction.

Gulf Freeway closures set 

 At least one northbound and one southbound 
frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed 
from Scarsdale to Broadway/Park Place nightly from 
8 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 19.
 The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Freeway at 
NASA Bypass/ NASA Road 1 will be closed contin-
uously through 5 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 31.
 At least one lane of the northbound and south-
bound entrance ramp from NASA Bypass/NASA 
Road 1 to SH 96 and exit ramp from NASA Bypass/
NASA Road 1 to SH 96 will be closed nightly from 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.
 Two alternate lanes on the Gulf Freeway frontage 
road will be closed from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 
1 to SH 96/League City Parkway daily from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.
 At least one alternate main lane and one frontage 
road lane on both the northbound and southbound 
sides of the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 
518 to FM 517 daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and night-
ly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Wednesday, Sept. 
30.
 There will be a total closure at the southbound IH 
610 connector ramp at the Gulf Freeway through 5 
a.m. Monday, Sept. 28.
 The northbound connector ramp from the Gulf 
Freeway to the IH 610 South Loop, along with one 
inside lane, will be closed nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 
a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.
 At least two alternate main lanes and frontage 
road lanes on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
IH 610 South Loop to Broad Street nightly from 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.
 The northbound and southbound entrance ramp 
from IH 610 South Loop to Broad Street and the 
northbound and southbound exit ramp from IH 610 
South Loop to Broad Street will be closed nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31. 
 The closures are associated with an ongoing con-
struction project to widen the freeway from three to 
fi ve lanes in each direction and the frontage roads 
from two to three lanes in each direction. 

COVID testing at UHCL 

 University of Houston-Clear Lake will serve as a 
COVID-19 testing location through Saturday, Sept. 
19. Preregistration is preferred, but not required. Test-
ing site hours are 7 a.m. to noon at the Delta Building 
near entrance 1. Learn more at https://www.uhcl.edu/
health-alert/covid-19-testing.

 Charges have been fi led against a suspect ar-
rested in the stabbing of a man at an apartment 
complex in the 10900 block of the Gulf Freeway 
near Edgebrook Drive around 1:55 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept.10.
 The suspect, Christopher Daniel Luker, 24, is 
charged with aggravated assault of a family mem-
ber in the 248th State District Court. He is accused 
of stabbing Nolan Joseph Breaux, 54, who was 
transported to an area hospital in stable condition. 

 According to police, Breaux and Luker, who 
were in a dating relationship, got into a verbal al-
tercation in their apartment. During the argument, 
Luker pulled out a knife and stabbed Breaux multi-
ple times in the arms and abdomen. Luker then fl ed 
the scene. 
 Houston Fire Department paramedics transport-
ed Breaux to the hospital. Luker was later taken 
into custody by responding HPD offi cers and sub-
sequently charged for his role in the incident.

 The City of Houston Department of Neigh-
borhoods is inviting local civic groups to apply 
for grants to provide matching funds for beautifi -
cation and improvement projects.
 Administered by the Department of Neighbor-
hoods in partnership with participating Houston 
City Council offi ces, the Neighborhood Match-
ing Grant Program is designed to encourage civ-
ic activity among neighbors, promote volunteer-
ism and support projects that contribute toward 
building stronger communities.

 The program supports neighborhood beau-
tifi cation and improvement projects by provid-
ing dollar-for-dollar matching grant reimburse-
ments, ranging from $500 to $5,000.

Eligibility requirements
 – Neighborhood-based organizations and civ-
ic clubs with State of Texas 501(c)(3) or 501(c)
(4) nonprofi t certifi cation are eligible to apply. 
 – Neighborhood-based organizations without 
offi cial nonprofi t status may apply in partnership 

Continued on Page 4

Community matching grants available

Shown posting the fl ags at the Golfcrest Coun-
try Club Houston USO golf tournament are, 
right to left, Staff Sgt. Christopher Betanc-
es, Staff Sgt. Marion Demetree and Staff Sgt. 
Carlos Espinosa. Now shown, but participat-
ing was Staff Sgt. Curtis Williams. The USO 
successful inaugural fund-raising tournament 
was held Monday, Sept. 14. Nearly 100 golfers 
enjoyed food, fun and golf. In addition to spon-
sors and golf registrations, funds were raised 
through sale of honor signs, “mulligan” tick-
ets, and silent auctions. PTSD Heroes partners Dr. DeeAnn Powell

Robber dies in Windmill Lakes incident
 An alleged robber was fatally shot around 10 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 10, at an apartment com-
plex in the 10100 block of Windmill Lake Boule-
vard. The identity of the male suspect is pending 
verifi cation by the Harris County Institute of Fo-
rensic Sciences. The male shooter, 21, also suf-

fered a gunshot wound and was transported to an 
area hospital in stable condition.
 According to police, the victim had just 
parked his vehicle when the suspect approached 
him with a pistol and demanded his keys. While

 Continued on Page 4

Scarsdale incident becomes felony
 A man on drugs allegedly followed a woman 
home and threatened her Sunday, Sept. 13.
 Both the suspect and victim reside in the 
77089 ZIP code.
 According to Harris County Precinct 8 Con-

 Local police have kept busy this past week with 
police chases and manhunts.
 On Monday, Sept. 14, Pct. 2 Deputy A. Sando-
val attempted to stop a driver in the 9800 block of 
Sageaspen for failing to display license plate. The 
driver, however, refused to stop and led the deputy 
on a two-mile chase, reaching speeds of 60 mph in 
a 30-mph zone, before crashing into a tree in the 
11400 block of Sagecountry near Sagewell.
 The driver, later identifi ed as Johnny Ford, then 
tried to fl ee on foot, before being caught by Sando-
val. Ford was released to Ben Taub Hospital due to 
his injuries, and a warrant was fi led for his arrest. A 
female passenger was also taken into custody.
 On Tuesday, Sept. 15, a stolen vehicle that had 
allegedly been used in multiple crimes was aban-
doned near Sagewind and Sagedowne. According 
to authorities, the car had been used in a theft at 
the League City Best Buy, as well as at least one 
local burglary, which took place that same day 
near Sagewillow and Sagedowne. An unsuccess-
ful manhunt ensued, looking for a white male in a 
muscle shirt.
 On Friday, Sept. 11, a second manhunt proved 
unsuccessful, when Houston police attempted to 

serve a warrant to a man at a residence on Asto-
ria Boulevard. Rather than comply with police, 
the man fl ed from the house, leading police on a 
lengthy chase. Despite the use of helicopters and 
police dogs, the suspect was able to elude authori-
ties. He escaped  reportedly barefoot.

stable Phil Sandlin’s offi ce, deputies were dis-
patched to the area around El Camino Boulevard 
and Highway 3 around 4:43 p.m. after receiving 
reports of a woman being followed by an un-

Continued on Page 4 

Frank Braden dies
  Former Dobie Princi-
pal Frank Braden died 
Sept. 14 at the age of 
86 Braden served as 
principal of Dobie from 
1979 to 1986, at which 
time he was promoted 
to the position of Pas-
adena ISD assistant su-
perintendent.
 In addition to serving 
as principal at Dobie, 
Braden also served as 
principal at Thompson 
Intermediate from 1972 
until 1974. Previous to 

 The U.S. Census Bureau is continuing to visit 
area households that have not yet responded to 
the 2020 Census.
 South Belt residents are encouraged to re-
spond to the Census, as it will affect the region’s 
federal funding for schools, hospitals, roads and 
other essential programs for the next decade. 
 According to the Greater Houston Partner-
ship, the 2010 Census granted $101.6 billion to 
federal spending programs in Texas distributed 
by state and local governments, businesses, non-
profi ts, hospitals and households.
 As the area responds to both the ongoing 
COVID-19 health crisis and the coinciding eco-
nomic downturn, participation in the Census is 
more important than ever. Underrepresentation 

could mean fewer federal dollars for many cru-
cial services. 
 At press time, 88.2 percent of households had 
been counted nationwide. Of those, 65.5 percent 
had self-responded, while the remaining 22.7 
person responded after a follow-up visit.
 Locally, however, only around 76.6 percent of 
households had responded to date.
 The Census Bureau strongly encourages the 
public to respond online at 2020census.gov. 
Households can respond online in English or 12 
other languages. Residents can also complete the 
process by calling 1-844-330-2020. Additional-
ly, households may respond by mail using the 
paper questionnaire that was recently mailed to

  Continued on Page 4

Residents urged to submit Census
Continued on Page 3

sponsored and golfed with veterans, bringing 
an awareness to their efforts. About $10,000 
was netted toward the USO efforts in support-
ing the locally active duty military and their 
families. Signs to honor active duty or veteran 
loved ones may be purchased through Oct. 16 
for $25 per sign.  Photo by Denise Burleigh
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 Church Directory
New Covenant 

Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk 

281-484-4230
Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday Wednesday

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Leader checks out 
social media

In My Opinion
Muecke on police 
policy reforms
 Mayor Pro Tem Martin,
 The Chronicle yesterday had an article 
where 5 council persons, new ones, wrote 
Mayor Turner a letter about how he is han-
dling the revisions to police policies. Now 
you may remember when the Mayor ap-
pointed the 45 members of this committee 
I objected to some that he appointed. It 
was not a cross section of citizens (voters) 
living in the city of Houston who should be 
the decision makers.
 Remember, we would not need a police 
protection if it were not for a criminal who 
wishes to do wrong. But for some reason 
right now all emphasis is on the police and 
not the criminal. One big issue is a choke 
hold, and that is not proper language. 
 Remember back in the school days 
some times you just had to fi ght over an 
issue. The fi rst thing you tried to do is get 
your arm around the neck and take him 
down. When the police have an incident, 
like a total drunk or someone high on 
drugs they are very strong and violent. I 
guess people want the police to take them 
down to be hand cuffed by grabbing an 
arm, waist or leg. That just does not work. 
So we have to be very careful with the 
wording on the so called choke hold, may-

be call it a NECK TAKE DOWN. This also 
applies to all other wording that will be re-
viewed and re written.
 As I have mentioned I was on the CRC 
(Citizens Review Committee) for 5 years. 
All confi dential but I don’t think this falls 
there. One case an offi cer was chasing a 
criminal in an apartment complex and the 
criminal was shooting at the offi cer. The of-
fi cer did not return fi re and while being in-
terviewed he was asked why? Simple -To 
Much Paper Work. The committee should 
not go this route.
 Bottom line, yes there are some offi cers 
that over react and use too much force. 
But remember they are spit on, cursed, in 
these mob incidents rocks thrown and so 
forth. Not an easy job but each day they go 
out to protect us. 
 We need to review police policies 
but make sure it is done with the proper 
thought, get control of a situation. WHAT 
REALLY NEEDS TO BE DONE is get con-
trol of the criminals that are looting, rioting, 
burning and destroying. We need criminal/
court reform. 
 For instance, when I was young there 
were few jails and prisons. Look how many 
we have today and full. Some police in-
volvement put them there. Today I do not 
feel safe leaving my home. Thank you for 
all your doing on council and for the city.
 James E. Muecke

Elected offi cials share their words

By Natalie Abarca
 A member of the People of 
Sagemont 2 Facebook group 
shared a post of their mother-
in-law outside smoking when a 
vehicle drove by twice, prompt-
ing her to go  inside. After a 
few minutes a young heavy-
set Hispanic female wearing a 
big gray shirt and house shoes 
knocked on the door. She act-
ed as if she knew the member’s 
mother-in-law, who opened the 
door. The young female who 
went inside, uninvited and act-
ing friendly, indicated her dad 
was having car problems down 
the road and needed to bor-
row money. The young female 
walked around the house, then 
left quickly. The member stated 
that their mother-in-law, who 
has trouble walking and is in 
a weakened condition, noticed 
money was missing from her 
purse. Apparently, the suspect 
had been watching her house 
and targeted her. A police re-
port has been fi led. The inci-
dent  happened  Monday, Sept. 
14, around 2:50 p.m., near Al-
meda Mall. The member stated 

that the vehicle in the pictures 
could be related to the incident 
with the young female.
 Another member on the 
same Facebook group post-
ed that there were police he-
licopters fl ying over Astoria, 
Rhinebeck and Barbizon. Oth-
er members commented that 
police were looking for a sus-
pect that attempted murder of 
his wife. The suspect was later 
caught and taken to Pasadena 
jail and would be transferred 
later to Harris County jail.
 After a member of the Peo-
ple of Sagemont posted a photo 
of her tree which had vehicle 
parts scattered around it and 
asked if anyone knew what 
had happened, a neighbor re-
lated that a high-speed chase 
through the neighborhood in-
volving two men, resulted in 
their vehicle crashing into the 
tree. The member stated she is 
grateful the vehicle ran into the  
tree and not into their house. 
The incident happened Tues-
day, Sept. 15, between mid-
night and 1 a.m., on Sagecoun-
try Drive.

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
(Modified during COVID-19)

Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*

*Also Available on Facebook Live 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint, has phone service Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, noon to 7 p.m., at 832-393-2580 for information. Visit the website at https://houstonli
brary.org/location/bracewell-neighborhood-library?items_per_page=200#events or for virtual 
programs, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events.

Bracewell HPL To Go curbside service is in operation
 Contactless Curbside services, known as HPL To Go, is available by appointment Mondays, 
noon to 7 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cus-
tomers walking or riding a bike may also pick up reserved materials. For questions, call circulation 
administration at 832-393-2222. All overdue fi nes/fees will be waived through Jan. 1, 2021. 
 To use HPL To Go:
 1. Place a hold through the online catalog or by phone. 
 2. Receive email or phone call of notifi cation prior to scheduling a time for pickup.
 3. Upon arrival, park and stay in the vehicle and call to notify staff of arrival. 
 4. Have MY Link card number and PIN ready. 

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned with no overdue fees. The library 
continues to provide online resources so the public can enjoy the library at home. Large items such 
as FLIP kits or laptops should not be placed in the book drop. Keep those items until further notice.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library is focusing on providing electronic resources, books, audio-
books, databases for research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information 
for any resident of Texas with a temporary library card. To get a library card, visit www.hous
tonlibrary.org, on the Home Page and fi nd the heading Here’s What’s Happening. Under that 
heading, there will be three cards. The middle one is Free Resources for All. Click on the card 
which will go to the page that lists the digital resources available and a link to obtain a temporary 
card.
 Also, under the heading Here’s What’s Happening, look for the fi rst card on the left, click on 
the heading titled Online Resources for Kids. One of the programs listed is Virtual Storytime. 
This is provided every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes can 
be found on Facebook by searching Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual 
program is Craft. Soon there will be STEM programs.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services remain available 
24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at www.houstonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-audio-
books, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Until 
further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and 
check-out. HPL has a robust  collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog to 
determine  if a previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on 
downloading the e-book or audio book are also on the site.
 All due dates for existing borrowed materials will be extended through the closure period. 
Until further notice, no new late fees and fi nes will be assessed during the closure period, retro-
active to March 14, 2020. While the Bracewell Branch Library remains closed, Wi-Fi service is 
still available by coming to the library standing/sitting within 6 feet of the building. A password 
is not needed. Go to Settings, then Network and Internet, Wi-Fi and connect to HPL – Public.
 HPL appreciates book donations, but is not accepting them at this time. The library staff 
requests that donations do not get placed outside library buildings, or at the book drops.
 Visit www.houstonlibrary.org to fi nd virtual programs and digital resources including 
e-books, e-audiobooks, streaming music and videos, online learning, online tutoring and much 
more. For more information visit www.houstonlibrary.org to fi nd out how to chat with a librari-
an 24/7, or how to send questions through HPL’s email reference.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., is closed to the public. Visit the website at 
https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for updates.
 The book drop is open. No late fees will be charged during the library closure. The library 
social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWil
liamsLibrary. Call 832-927-7870 for additional information.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up” is up and running!
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving at the library, follow the instructions given.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Curbside hours are: Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 p.m. – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details. 

Online services
 Harris County Public Library will continue to offer a wide array of online services:
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s Drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books.
 – e-Books, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive.
 – Stream classic fi lms, indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital materials 
and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/services/
iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net. 

Parker Williams schedule of events this week
 All month long in September. Virtual Photo Club. This month’s photo challenge is“The Signs 
of Fall,” show what the early signs of fall are to you, whether a leaf newly fallen or decorations 
being put up. Residents are encouraged to go close in with their photo shots and post them 
online with the tag post them online with the tag #HCPLphotoclub for a chance to be fea-
tured on the library’s social media accounts: Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Insta
gram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 All month long in September. Virtual Poetry Club. Residents may send poetry to the library 
to be featured on its social media accounts. Send an email to PW@HCPL.NET with the subject 
“Virtual Poetry Club.” These posts will be featured on social media.
 All month long in September. Book Club: “The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek,” by 
Kim Michele Richardson. Join the Parker Williams Book Club and read a different fi ction book 
each month. Contact the branch to reserve a copy today. Meetings are the last Thursday of the 
month at 2 p.m. over Microsoft Teams. Contact Tanner Adams at tanner.adams@hcpl.net for 
more information and an invite.
 Thursday, Sept. 17, 10:30 a.m. Virtual Toddler Time. Join Mr. John (John Harbaugh) and 
Mrs. Celeste (Celeste Plew) virtually for family fun. Parents in attendance are encouraged to 
participate to facilitate virtual interaction. While this program is designed for 18 months to 
4-year-olds, all children and families are welcome to join. Sign up once with a valid email 
address online at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library to get a weekly 
invitation.
 Friday Sept. 18, 1 p.m. Draw with Me. Join Ariel Perez who tries something a little more 
diffi cult, but still fun and easy to follow. Participants will be needing pens and markers for these 
videos which will be featured on Facebook and Instagram.
 Saturday, Sept. 19, 1 2:30 p.m. Virtual class of “Fermenting Food for Health.” Register at 
https://www.hcpl.net/events/35586 and follow instructions. The class is based on the teachings 
of Sandor Katz’s’ book Wild Fermentation and is perfect for home gardeners or those seeking 
fermented foods wonderful health benefi ts. To attend the event, register with a valid email by 
Sept. 18 at 2 p.m. to receive an invitation the day prior and an hour before the event.
 Saturday, Sept. 19, 1 p.m. Talk Like a Pirate Day. Ahoy! Learn the lexicon of loquacious buc-
caneers, privateers and pirates that the Parker Williams crew will blast broadside of piratology 
and show the treasures of collection. This video will be featured on Facebook.com/ParkerWil
liamsLibrary.
 Tuesday, Sept. 22, noon. Drawing with Ms. Ariel (Ariel Perez) for virtual fun and easy car-
toon drawings featuring various doodles, numbers and letters. This video will be featured on 
Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 Tuesday, Sept. 22, 5 p.m. “Hobbit Day” This video will be featured on Facebook.com/Park
erWilliamsLibrary. 
 Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1 p.m. Spanish Storytime. Join Jason Cruz with a story in Spanish. A 
different story will be available on the second and fourth Wednesday of the month. This video 
will be featured on Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 Wednesday, Sept. 23, 3:30 p.m., ages 16 and older. Dungeons & Dragons Online. Join Tanner 
Adams online for a role-playing game. No prior experience is required. Contact tanner.adams@
hcpl.net for more information.

 On the fl oor Aug. 4, U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn (R-TX) discussed the need for the 
Senate to remain in session to pass a com-
monsense alternative to the House’s lib-
eral wish list, the HEROES (Health and 
Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency 
Solutions) Act. 
 Excerpts of Cornyn’s remarks are below, 
and video can be found at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=fnloIDZBycw&fea
ture=youtu.be&t=1042. 
 “The HEROES Act, passed by the 
House, includes a long list of liberal pri-
orities. Things like environmental justice 
grants— what in the heck does that have 
to do with COVID-19? Soil health studies, 

and not one but two subsidies for diversity 
of inclusion in the cannabis industry. Hard-
ly anything to do with COVID-19.
 “What's more, our colleagues across the 
aisle, who have railed about tax cuts for the 
rich— well, they want to allow millionaires 
and billionaires in blue states to pay less in 
taxes. They want a tax cut for the million-
aires and billionaires in their states.
 “These unwanted, unaffordable, and 
frankly laughable proposals are not the 
types of solutions America needs to recover 
from this crisis.
 “The stakes are high, and I believe the 
Senate must stay in session until we're able 
to deliver the relief that our country needs.” 

 Cornyn: Pass real COVID relief, no tax 
breaks for rich, marijuana subsidies 

Toastmasters open house set for Sept. 28 
 Nervous or sweating when needing to speak to a small group or a large audience? Attend the 
Young Professionals SE Toastmasters open house Monday, Sept. 28, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., for an 
opportunity to explore a membership as an option to quell one’s nerves in public speaking. 
 Toastmasters meetings are designed to facilitate one’s ability to deliver prepared speeches 
and impromptu speeches. The immediate feedback one receives from a speech evaluator gives 
pointers for improving a presentation with regard to hand gestures, vocal variety and content 
organization, to name a few benefi ts. 
 Attendance at the open house will give a glimpse into the myriad benefi ts to being a Toast-
master. Visit www.youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com to obtain attendance information or 
contact the vice president of membership at 832-372-6337 for inquiries.

H-E-B opportunity exchange and expo Sept. 28
 Register for the H-E-B Supplier Diversity fi rst virtual Opportunity Exchange and Expo, tak-
ing place Sept. 28 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 This event will allow small and minority business owners to interact with H-E-B leaders who 
will learn how to do business with H-E-B. Visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/h-e-b-2020-op
portunity-exchange-tickets-115221440430 for more information and to register for this event.

 Sen. Paul Bettencourt (R-Houston), 
along with Sens. Lois Kolkhorst (R-Bren-
ham), Brandon Creighton (R-Conroe), 
Larry Taylor (R-Friendswood) and Joan 
Huffman (R-Houston) as well as Reps. 
Dwayne Bohac (R-Houston), Sam Har-
less (R-Spring), Dan Huberty (R-King-
wood), Briscoe Cain (R-Deer Park), 
Sarah Davis (R-Houston), Jim Murphy 
(R-Houston), Dennis Paul (R-Houston), 
Tom Oliverson (R-Tomball) and Valoree 
Swanson (R-Spring) fi led an Amicus 
Brief with the Texas Supreme Court to 
overturn the 3rd Court of Appeals deci-
sion letting the City of Houston keep pos-
session of Harvey recovery funds and 
block the General Land Offi ce from ac-
cepting any new applicants as that would 
potentially jeopardize federal funding and 
“run counter to statute,” from HB 2776 
(sponsored by Creighton) from the 85th 
Session.
 “Houstonians have spent the last three 
hurricane seasons waiting for the City of 
Houston to provide disaster recovery as-
sistance,” said Bettencourt. 
 “The Senate Finance Committee 
heard testimony on this mismanagement 
as far back as 2019, and that is why the 
GLO has taken the action that they have. 
To allow this mismanagement to continue 
could potentially create a $1.25 billion lia-
bility to the State.”
 Court testimony highlighted that only 
245 Houston families had received assis-
tance in the City's homebuyer assistance 
and homeowner’s assistance programs, 
with only 65 homes built in the last two 
years. 
 This is compared to the General Land 
Offi ce building 1,618 homes for Texas 
families through the state-run Homeown-

er Assistance Program during this same 
time period.
 “The City should stop wasting tax-
payer’s money and let the GLO fi nish 
the job,” added Harless. Swanson add-
ed, “The City of Houston continues to 
demonstrate a remarkable talent for mis-
managing and wasting taxpayer dollars. 
Their incompetence now puts Houston 
at risk of losing vital disaster recovery 
assistance, which if not spent, will be 
returned to the federal government. The 
General Land Offi ce should and must re-
gain administrative authority to see these 
funds disbursed before it is too late.”
 As noted in the brief, if the disaster 
recovery funds allocated by Congress 
have not been spent by Aug. 17, 2024, 
the State of Texas would lose access 
to those funds. Therefore, the burden of 
closing this shortfall would then fall on 
the State of Texas to allocate money to 
assist with disaster recovery due to the 
City of Houston's inability to adequately 
manage the program and fulfi ll their fi du-
ciary obligations to their residents.
 Under a program managed by the 
GLO rather than the City of Houston, 
residents would likely see an increase in 
services. This would result in better ad-
ministrative oversight and more effi cient 
services to those who need them.
 Instead of recognizing the obvious as 
Harris County did when they returned 
control of the program to the GLO, the 
City of Houston has elected to spend ad-
ditional time and money in litigation,” con-
cluded Bettencourt.
 “Houstonians should not be forced to 
spend another hurricane season waiting 
for this case to wade through the legal 
system and get relief from that fl ooding."

Delegation fi les brief for GLO, not 
Houston, to manage Harvey relief

Niday now 
Peevey

Area ZIPs see COVID improvement
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 Niday Funeral Home on Beamer near Scars-
dale is now Peevey Funeral & Cremation, after 
longtime employee Phillip Peevey recently pur-
chased the business.
 A South Belt native, Peevey had previously 
served as general manager of Niday, working 
at the establishment since it opened in Octo-
ber 1999. Before that, Peevey had worked with 
the previous Niday owner, Jack Niday, at South 
Park Funeral Home in Pearland.
 Peevey said he had worked so closely with 
his mentor that people often mistook him for his 
son.
 Niday died in December 2015 at the age of 
85.
 The new owner said it had always been his 
predecessor’s intention to transfer the business 
to him someday.
 “It was always the plan,” Peevey said. “Here, 
we always like to say ‘we honor wishes.’ Well, 
this was his wish.”
 Despite the change in ownership, Peevey said 
nothing else has changed, including the staff.
 “It’s the same familiar faces, just a new 
name,” Peevey said.

Support 
Leader 

advertisers!

 “In the beginning…” At 
sundown Friday, Sept. 18, the 
Jewish year 5780 will end and 
5781 will commence with the 
High Holy Days. The Jewish 
tradition places the fi rst day of 
creation on the fi rst day of the 
Hebrew month Tishrei. 
 Even though prior to the ex-
ile to Babylonia, Tishrei was 
the seventh month of the He-
brew calendar (the fi rst being 
Nissan, the month in which 
Passover is celebrated), the 
years were always counted 
from the fi rst of Tishrei. 
 The year begins with Rosh 
Hashana, “head of the year,” 
that is celebrated Sept. 19 and 
20. The destiny of each person 
is written in the Book of Life 
on Rosh Hashana, and after a 
reprieve period of 10 days, on 
Yom Kippur  the book is closed 
and sealed. 
 These days, “Yamim No-
ra’eem,” Days of Awe are de-
voted to meditation, repenting, 
and asking forgiveness from 
people and God. 
 Yom Kippur will com-
mence on sundown Sunday, 
Sept. 27, and will end on Mon-

day evening, Sept. 28, with the 
blowing of the Shofar (ram’s 
horn). Jews worldwide will 
spend Yom Kippur in prayer 
and fasting.
 The next holiday, Sukkot, 
celebrated only fi ve days after 
Yom Kippur, is closely tied to 
both a historical event of the 
land and the season. 
 It marks the 40-year jour-
ney of the Israelites through the 
Sinai Desert on their way from 
Egypt to Israel and the Fall 
Harvest. 
 Sukkot will commence Oct. 
2. The holiday of Sukkot will 
be celebrated by dining and 
spending time in temporary 
structures, made of wood, cloth 
and the like, and topped with 
palm branches.
 Sukkot will conclude eight 
days later with Shemini Atzeret 
and Simchat Torah. Shemini 
Atzeret is an “additional day” 
to Sukkot and Simchat Torah 
is the holiday of the Torah, the 
fi ve books of Moses. 
 In Israel, these two holi-
days are Simchat Torah, which 
concludes the holiday season, 
marking both the end and the 

beginning of reading the Torah 
Scroll (It takes one full year to 
read the scroll from beginning 
to end.). The Torah scrolls are 
carried around the synagogue, 
in an exhilarating parade, ac-
companied by singing and 
dancing, and symbolizing the 
continuous cycle of life and 
celebration.
  This year the congregation 
will celebrate these  days on 
Zoom. 
 Non-CSH members who 
wish to join the service may 
contact ritual@shaarhashalom.
org for the link. 
 The High Holy Days sched-
ule follows:
 High Holiday Times Erev 
Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 18, at 
7:30 p.m.; Rosh Hashanah Day 
1, Sept. 19, at 10 a.m., Torah 
Service at 10:15 a.m.; Rosh Ha-
shana Day 2, Sept. 20, 10 a.m., 
Torah Service/Shofar at 10:15 
a.m. There will be no Tashlich 
service due to COVID-19. Kol 
Nidre, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m.; Yom 
Kippur, Sept. 28, morning ser-
vices at 10 a.m.; Yizkor at 3 
p.m. and Mincha/Neilah from 
5:35 p.m. to 7:34 p.m.

Shaar Hashalom celebrates holy days
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Mathew donates royalties
 When her high school 
shifted to virtual learning 
in March, Sydney Mathew, 
a sophomore at Shadow 
Creek High School, be-
gan writing poetry for 
her English class. Her po-
ems focused on how the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
quarantine were affecting 

Dr. Nibu Mathew (left), Sydney’s father, and Sydney Mathew are shown displaying 
her $200 donation to Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital to help buy PPE. 

her friends and family. The 
creative outlet allowed her 
to put her thoughts, feelings 
and emotions into words. The 
feedback was so good that 
she decided to publish a po-
etry book, Corona Diaries. 
 Sydney donated her fi rst 
royalty check to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast to rec-

ognize health care workers 
for their hard work and 
dedication during the cur-
rent crisis. 
 Her donation helped 
purchase additional per-
sonal protective equip-
ment for nurses and staff 
working in the hospital’s 
intensive care unit.

 Roland Altinger, chief 
appraiser of the Harris 
County Appraisal District 
(HCAD), certifi ed the 2020 
appraisal roll to turn over to 
the jurisdictions. 
 The importance of certi-
fying the appraisal roll list-
ing the property values is 
that state law allows those 
jurisdictions in Harris Coun-
ty to move forward with the 
process of adopting the 2020 
tax rates.
 “Certifi cation is the fi nal 
step in the 2020 appraisal 
process for most of our tax 
base,” Altinger said. “The 
appraisal roll provides tax-
ing jurisdictions with the 
value of the properties com-
pleted to date.
  We also give the taxing 
units estimates of the value 
and number of accounts not 
yet complete so they have as 
much information as possi-
ble when they start their rate 
adoption process.”
 After certifi cation, the 
rolls with the values are pro-
vided to the county, cities, 
school districts and other 

taxing entities so the gov-
erning bodies of the taxing 
units can set their tax rates 
for the upcoming year.
 “Only 8.3 percent of the 
total appraised value in the 
district remained under pro-
test when the Appraisal Re-
view Board (ARB) handed 
over the appraisal records 
to me on Aug. 21,” Altinger 
said.
 As of that date, there had 
been approximately 30,000 
more protests fi led this year 
than in 2019. For certifi ca-
tion, state law requires that 
at least 90 percent of the to-
tal appraised value is no lon-
ger under protest.
 As the remaining protests 
are resolved, the accounts 
will be added to the supple-
mental roll that is provided 
to the taxing units.  
 “I thought it might take 
longer to get through the 
protest process this year be-
cause of the building chang-
es we had to make for social 
distancing with the pandem-
ic so property owners could 
feel safe in pursing their 

right to protest their proper-
ty value in person,” Altinger 
said.
 “However, we were able 
to quickly create and offer 
the option of remote meet-
ings and hearings that many 
property owners took advan-
tage of.”
 The total taxable val-
ue for all property in Har-
ris County has increased 
5.7 percent to $505 billion, 
compared with $478 billion 
in 2019. Taxable value is the 
value after exemptions have 
been deducted.
 Residential properties, 
which are single-family 
homes, made up 41 percent 
of the county’s tax base, 
apartments were about 11 
percent and commercial 
properties other than apart-
ments made up approxi-
mately 26 percent.
 The total taxable value 
of residential properties in-
creased 3 percent, compared 
with 2019, the taxable val-
ue of apartments increased 
21 percent and commercial 
properties increased 9 per-
cent. These numbers include 
new construction and the re-
appraisal of existing proper-
ty.

About HCAD
 The Harris County Ap-
praisal District is a political 
subdivision of the State of 
Texas established in 1980 
for the purpose of discover-

ing and appraising property 
for ad valorem tax purposes 
for each taxing unit within 
the boundaries of the dis-
trict. 
 The district has approxi-
mately 1.8 million parcels of 
property to assess each year 
with a total market value of 
approximately $669 billion.
 The appraisal district in 
Harris County is the largest 
in Texas, serving approxi-
mately 500 taxing units, and 
is one of the largest apprais-
al districts in the United 
States.
 For additional informa-
tion, visit www.hcad.org.

HCAD certifies appraisal roll

 The University of Houston 
System-wide Public Art Com-
mittee has been attempting to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of its public art collections on 
all UH campuses, but closures 
due to COVID-19 caused nu-
merous delays over the sum-
mer. However, nothing—not 
even a global pandemic, can 
keep the show from fi nally go-
ing on via Zoom on Sept. 29, 
from 5 to 6 p.m.
 University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake associate pro-
fessor of art Jason Makepeace 
and Professor Emeritus of Art 
Nick J. de Vries will present 
their works of public art on 
the UH-Clear Lake campus 
in a virtual event titled, “Live 
Artist Conversation.” The pre-

sentation will be moderated by 
Samuel Gladden, College of 
Human Sciences and Human-
ities Interim dean and director 
of Cultural Arts Eric Despard.
 “The great appeal of this 
event is to showcase the arts 
at UHCL by sharing our pub-
lic art collection,” Gladden 
said. “This is a great venue for 
people to fi nd out more about 
the arts at UHCL, so they can 
appreciate the work of these 
artists as well as the arts and 
culture at the university.”
 Gladden will be speaking 
about the bronze sphere sculp-
ture at the front entrance of the 
Bayou Building. The sculp-
ture, called “Spiritus Mundi,” 
by Spanish artist Pablo Ser-
rano, is the largest display of 

public art on campus. “I’ll be 
speaking about how ‘Spiritus 
Mundi’ is such an excellent 
piece to use to mark key mo-
ments in the university’s life,” 
he said. “Recently refurbished, 
it is at the center of our cam-
pus, just as art is at the heart of 
all we do.”
 Makepeace’s sculpture, lo-
cated outside the Arbor North 
building, is titled “Moldable 
Subtractions,” and is inspired 
by his interest in kayaking. “As 
an avid kayaker, I fi nd it inter-
esting that the basic design of 
the canoe and kayak has not 
changed over thousands of 
years,” he said. 
 “What’s changed is the pro-
cess by which they’re craft-
ed. The sculpture explores 

the relationship between new 
and old technology of the sin-
gle-manned vessel and how 
craftsmanship maintains itself 
even when the base materials 
change.”
 Inspired by his fascination 
of science and art, de Vries’ 
sculpture, titled “Frisian Hors-
es,” is in the courtyard area be-
tween Arbor Main and Arbor 
North. “Natural formations, 
both seen and unseen, as well 
as reactions to human behavior 
were the starting points of most 
of my past series of work,” he 
said. “The ‘Frisian Horses’ se-
ries embodies these concepts.”
 For more information 
about this event and to join 
via Zoom, visit http://publi
cartuhs.org/events/.

UHCL celebrates 50th anniversary with art

 The Harris County Sher-
iff’s offi ce launched Proj-
ect Guardian to improve the 
agency’s interactions with 
children and adults in Harris 
County on the autism spec-
trum. The innovative pro-
gram engages families with 
loved ones with autism and 
provides deputies with crit-
ical information about the 
person with autism, includ-
ing any special needs should 
they encounter them when 
responding to a call for ser-
vice.
 “We continuously work 
with the community to en-
sure we are doing all we can 
to best serve our residents 
with compassion and under-
standing,” said Ed Gonzalez, 
Harris County sheriff. “Proj-
ect Guardian engages the 
community, builds positive 
relationships, and embraces 
public safety as a shared re-
sponsibility. It’s an example 

of what we can accomplish 
together.”
 A simple interaction with 
law enforcement could be a 
very stressful or traumatic 
situation for a person with 
autism. Flashing lights on 
an emergency vehicle may 
cause a person with autism 
to become frightened and act 
out. 
 Families are encouraged 
to participate in the program 
by submitting basic infor-
mation about their loved one 
with autism, including a re-
cent photo and any individ-
ual characteristics attribut-
ed to autism that deputies 
should take into consider-
ation during their interaction 
with them.
 The Harris County Sher-
iff's offi ce is committed to 
diverting individuals expe-
riencing a behavioral health 
crisis away from the criminal 
justice system and toward 

more appropriate care, re-
sources and services. Every 
deputy is required to com-
plete a 40-hour Crisis In-
tervention Training course 
to ensure they respond as 
professionally, humanely 
and safely as possible to the 
scene of a mental health cri-
sis. Deputies learn the wide 
variation in the type and se-
verity of symptoms persons 
with autism experience, as 
well as ways to comfort 
them and de-escalate situa-
tions that may arise.
 Project Guardian data-
base information will be kept 
confi dential and only provid-
ed to deputies if they are re-
sponding to a call for service 
at a residence with a regis-
tered program participant. 
For more information on 
Project Guardian or to regis-
ter a loved one with autism, 
visit http://www.harriscoun
tycit.org/project-guardian/.

Harris County Sheriff’s office 
launches Project Guardian

 The COVID-19 outbreak 
has caused the loss of jobs and 
closure of many businesses 
which may never return even 
after the pandemic subsides. 
At the same time, employers 
continue to struggle to fi nd 
qualifi ed workers to fi ll op-
portunities in transportation, 
construction, health and child 
care.
 To learn more about how 
to enroll and quickly prepare 
for a stable, well-paid job in 
one of these high-demand in-
dustries, email The Alliance at 
info@thealliancetx.org or vis-
it the website at https://thealli
ancetx.org/ and click on the 
menu tab for “Program Cen-
ters.”
 The Alliance through its 
Center for Literacy and Ad-
vancement is offering no-cost 
training to qualifi ed individu-
als for high-demand occupa-
tions including: 
 – Certifi ed Nurse Aide 
(CNA).
 – Commercial Truck Driv-
er (CTD).
 – Home Based Child Care 
Provider (HBCC).
 – Electrocardiogram Tech-
nician (EKG).
 – Basic Electrical Techni-
cian (BET).
 – Phlebotomy Technician 
(PHLEB).
 – Heating Ventilation and 
Air Conditioning Technician 

(HVAC).
 English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) classes are of-
fered concurrently with train-
ing to support successful 
completion of these programs 
by students with limited En-
glish profi ciency.  
 High School Equivalen-
cy preparation classes are 
also available. Occupational 
Training Program completers 
choosing to be self-employed 
and start their own businesses 
can take advantage of The Al-
liance's entrepreneurship sup-
port opportunities including:

– micro loans.
– vehicle down payment.

 – matched savings.
 – credit building.
 Classes are conducted 
mainly online with a live in-
structor and include online af-
ter-class coaching to help stu-
dents stay focused and assist 
them with setting and reach-
ing their training and employ-
ment goals.
 The Alliance is a nonprof-
it organization that has been 
creating opportunities for 
immigrants, refugees and un-
derserved residents in Hous-
ton for more than thirty-fi ve 
years. Call 713-776-4700, 
extension 162, for additional 
information.

The Alliance offers free 
training and classes

Bush Elementary welcomes 
students back to campus 

Rhys Cameron dons a favorite mask and 
is ready to begin his school year.
 Photos by Maria Mata

Steven Nguyen poses for a photo with his 
Spider-Man mask before entering cam-
pus for his face-to-face instruction. 

Shown above are siblings Luis Delcid (left) and Adriana Delcid posing together in 
their appropriate gear as they walk into school for face-to-face instruction. 

Ready for the school year are Justin Mai (left) and Jayden Mai.

 The Texas Center for 
the Book has launched the 
2020-2021 Letters About 
Literature Texas contest, 
a program that invites stu-
dents to respond to authors 
of books or poetry who have 
touched their lives. The con-
test opens Nov. 4, 2020, and 
is open to Texas students in 
fourth grade through 12th 
grade.
 Participants select a book, 
book series, essay, play, 
poem, short story or speech 
that has made a lasting im-
pact on their lives. They then 
write a personal letter to the 

author that refl ects how they 
have been changed, inspired 
or motivated by the work 
they selected. State winners 
receive $100 and travel as-
sistance for the 2021 Texas 
Library Association Annual 
Conference.
 All submissions for the 
contest must be submitted 
through the online submis-
sion platform at https://tex
asstatelibrary.submittable.
com/submit by Dec. 17, 
2020, 5 p.m. 
 A permission form is re-
quired for all students who 
will be younger than 13 on 
Nov. 4, 2020. 
 The form can be found 
at https://www.tsl.texas.
gov/sites/default/files/pub
l i c / t s l ac /exec /2021%20

TCFB%20LAL%20Permis
sion%20Form.pdf.
 To learn more about the 
contest, how to submit and 
to view winning entries from 
previous years, visit www.tsl.
texas.gov/lettersaboutlitera
ture.
 The website also features 
an Educator Resources page 
including printable book-
marks and student handouts, 
participation certifi cates, 
key dates, permission forms, 
and a step-by-step teach-
ing guide featuring writing 
prompts. The site also in-
cludes a Frequently Asked 
Questions page, student and 
teacher submission guide-
lines, letters from past win-
ners, videos from authors 
and the offi cial contest rules.

Students invited to participate in writing competition
 For more information on 
Texas Center for the Book 
initiatives, a project of the 
Texas State Library and Ar-
chives Commission, vis-
it www.tsl.texas.gov/cen
terforthebook or contact 
Rebecca Manley at rman
ley@tsl.texas.gov or 512-
936-2505.
 Established in 1987, the 
Center for the Book seeks to 
stimulate public interest in 
books, reading, literacy and 
libraries. 
 The center builds part-
nerships with library profes-
sionals, educators, authors, 
publishers and booksellers 
who provide support to the 
center’s shared mission of 
promoting a love of liter-
ature throughout the Lone 

Star State. The Texas Cen-
ter for the Book is under the 
direction of the Texas State 
Library and Archives Com-
mission at the Lorenzo De 
Zavala State Archives and 
Library Building in Austin.
 The Texas State Library 
and Archives Commission 
provides Texans access to 
the information they need to 
be informed, productive citi-
zens by preserving the archi-
val record of Texas; enhanc-
ing the service capacity of 
public, academic and school 
libraries; assisting public 
agencies in the maintenance 
of their records; and meeting 
the reading needs of Texans 
with disabilities. 
 For additional informa-
tion, visit www.tsl.texas.gov.

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

NOW OPEN - Covid-19 
Precautions in Place

Call the Office for your
appointment

Specializing in Personal 
Injury Cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd.  (281) 481-1623
Houston, TX 77089  www.burleighchiro.com

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

 The Sagemeadow Home-
owner’s Association, under 
the direction of Seth Webb, 
chairman, executive commit-
tee, established the Beautifi -
cation Committee with the 
Yard of the Month Program. 
 Winning the Yard of the 
Month for September are 
Claudette and Cliff Farley, 
who live on Sagestanley 
Drive. Their front yard is a  
“garden of welcome” with an 
inviting patio for family and 
friends.
 The yard features great 
landscaping ideas with raised 
beds, using a variety of annu-
als and perennials. The but-
terfl y milkweed and Mexican 

Farley family wins
Sagemeadow HOA 
Yard of the month

Claudette and Cliff Farley

heather attract butterfl ies and 
other insects. 
 The birdbath is a depend-
able supply of fresh water. 
Some garden art comple-
ments the looks of this front 
yard. Congratulations to 
Claudette and Cliff Farley.
 Awards for best Hallow-
een decorations will be pre-
sented in October, and best 
holiday decorations will be 
presented in December.
 If one is interested in be-
coming a member of the 
Sagemeadow’s beautifi cation 
team, email beauty@sage
meadow.org.
 Visit www.Sagemeadow.
org for more information.

Home Grown Lecture set
 Home Grown Lecture Series “Cool Kids Plan Projects” by 
Brandi Keller, Harris County Master Gardener program coor-
dinator will be held on Thursday, Sept. 24, from 10 to 10:30 
a.m. 
 Register for this free event through Eventbrite at home
grown2020september.eventbrite.com. Deadline to register is 
at 8 a.m. hcmga.tamu.edu.
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to that, Braden served as assis-
tant principal at Beverly Hills 

PISD’s Frank Braden dies
Intermediate School.
 Braden graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science from Tex-

as A&M University in 1959 
and received his ME from the 
University of Houston in 1963. 
In 1959, he began his career in 
PISD as a teacher and a coun-
selor at San Jacinto Intermedi-
ate. 
 In 1964 he was transferred 
to Beverly Hills, and served as 
assistant principal at Pasadena 
High School from 1969 un-
til 1972, when he became the 
Geo. Thompson Intermediate’s 
principal. Braden also served 
as PISD director of transpor-
tation from 1974 until becom-
ing the principal at Dobie High 
School in 1979. 
 Braden served as Dobie’s 
second principal, replacing 
Allen Sory, who served as Do-
bie’s fi rst principal. 
 Braden then, in the year 
2000, ran for and was elected 
to the  board of trustees for the 
Pasadena Independent School 
District where he served for 
approximately 12 years.
 Services will be held Sat-
urday, Sept. 19 at South Main 
Baptist Church in Pasadena. 
Visitation will be held at 9 a.m. 
with services following at 10 
a.m. 
 The Leader was unable to 
obtain the obituary for Braden 
at press time, but plans to run it 
next week.

Inventory Blowout SaleInventory Blowout Sale
RAFFLE TIME

Will Be Held On Saturday, October 31st At 5 P.M.
COME IN AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE TO RAFFLE AND 

HOW YOU CAN EARN TICKETS WITHOUT BUYING ONE

Buy Your Car Faster, Easier And WITH NO-PRESSURE
HOUSTON AUTO EMPORIUM

14222 GULF FREEWAY, HOUSTON TX 77034

281-481-1700

Sept. 17-26



Remember When
40 years ago (1980)

 The Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League held a 
general membership meeting 
to determine what method to 
use to split the league. The 
local league had been under 
fi re for the past few years for 
violating the maximum popu-
lation rule.
 The Pasadena Independent 
School District continued to 
use drug detection dogs in 
all district secondary schools, 
despite a recent ruling by a 
Tyler judge the dogs alleged-
ly invaded the privacy of a 
student there.
 A Beverly Hills woman 
was found dead, apparently 
of a brain tumor. The 36-year-
old had been dead for several 
hours when her maid found 
her and called emergency 
personnel at the Sagemont 
Fire Station.

35 years ago (1985)
 A local fl orist accepted 
food and clothing donations 
from area residents to send to 
the survivors of the Mexico 
City earthquakes.
 Dobie High School or-
chestra director Bill Porter 
was selected Orchestra Direc-
tor of the Year by the Texas 
Orchestra Directors Associa-
tion.
 Groundbreaking ceremo-
nies were held for Beamer 
Towers located on Beamer 
Road and South Hill, adjacent 
to the Beamer Road Medical 
Building and across from San 
Jacinto College South and 
Southeast Memorial Hospi-
tal. Construction on the $8 
million project was set to be-
gin shortly after the ground-
breaking, with occupancy ex-
pected in June or July 1986.

30 years ago (1990)
 Miss South Belt Josie 
Stein was crowned Miss Ju-
nior Pasadena Rodeo Queen. 
Dobie Lariaette Emily King 
won Junior Most Photogenic 
at the pageant. King was the 
1989 Junior Miss South Belt.
 After years of detouring 
off eastbound Fuqua trying 
to fi nd a viable way to State 
Highway 3 and Pasadena, the 
fi nal leg of Fuqua headed for 
the contractors’ bids.
 Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable deputies ended a 
local auto theft ring with the 
arrest of fi ve suspects and 
charges fi led against one of 
them.
 Numerous yellow ribbons 
were tied to trees, doors and 

area.
 Approximately 150 of 
the 400 personnel from the 
147th Fighter Wing returned 
to Ellington Field after a tour 
of duty. The others were due 
back within a week.
 An airplane crashed just 
south of Ellington Field. The 
engine had reportedly quit 
and the pilot was returning to 
the airport when it crashed, 
killing two occupants from 
the Austin area.

10 years ago (2010)
 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously 
6-0 to appoint Donna Page 
Rander to fi ll the unexpired 
term for the District 4 seat 
through May of 2011. Former 
South Belt resident Stuart 
Stromeyer resigned from the 
board in June after moving 
out of the district. He served 
six years as a CCISD trustee.
 The Capital One Bank in 
the 11400 block of the Gulf 
Freeway was robbed. Accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for the 
FBI, the suspect wrote a note 
at the check writing stand and 
then approached the teller. He 
handed the teller a note which 
demanded money and threat-
ened her. Fearing for her life, 
the teller removed cash from 
her drawer and gave it to the 
robber. The robber fl ed the 
bank on foot. No immediate 
arrests were made.

5 years ago (2015)
 After years of delays, the 
newly reconstructed South 
Shaver Street was unveiled 
to the public at a ribbon-cut-
ting Sept. 22 hosted by Dave 
Martin, Houston District E 
City Council Member. The 
endeavor essentially recon-
structed the aged street from 
the Gulf Freeway to State 
Highway 3/Old Galveston 
Road and was a joint ven-
ture between the Texas De-
partment of Transportation, 
the City of Houston and the 
Harris County Flood Control 
District. The project included 
widening the area thorough-
fare from a four-lane undivid-
ed roadway with open ditches 
to a six-lane divided roadway 
with raised median, curb and 
gutter drainage, sidewalks, 
street lighting and improved 
underground utilities. The 
estimated cost of construc-
tion was $13.5 million – 80 
percent of which would be 
funded by the Federal High-
way Administration and 20 

percent of which would be 
funded by the city of Hous-
ton. Construction also in-
volved extensive fl ood mit-
igation work, including the 
widening of Berry Bayou and 
building a 13-acre detention 
basin north of South Shaver 
Street. While the project had 
been in the works for roughly 
four decades, construction of-
fi cially began in June 2014.
 A pair of individuals with 
ties to St. Luke the Evange-
list Catholic Church were 
among the select few chosen 
to greet Pope Francis on his 
fi rst trip to the United States. 
Jennifer Naaden, who served 
as director of young adult and 
junior high youth ministries 
at St. Luke’s, and the Rev. 
Alvaro J. Interiano, parochial 
vicar at St. Luke, were select-
ed to join President Barack 
Obama and fi rst lady Mi-
chelle Obama Sept. 23 on the 
tarmac of Joint Base Andrews 
near Washington.

1 year ago (2019)
 The South Belt commu-
nity was spared the brunt 
of Tropical Storm Imelda. 
Rains associated with the 
storm, however, caused street 
fl ooding and school closures. 
While some predictions 
called for the area to receive 
as much as 12 inches of rain, 
county offi cials said the actu-
al amount was only about half 
that. The incident marked the 
fi rst named storm to strike the 
Houston area since Harvey in 
August 2017.
 Burnett Elementary re-
ceived a library makeover 
from the stars of the hit 
HGTV show Property Broth-
ers. The brothers, Drew and 
Jonathan Scott, unveiled 
Burnett’s new and improved 
library during a ribbon-cut-
ting Thursday, Sept. 12. The 
school was selected from 
15,000 applicants, including 
150 Texas schools, nation-
wide for the library renova-
tion. Sponsored by Heart of 
America, HarperCollins and 
Kohl’s, the renovation in-
cluded a collaborative learn-
ing theater, 700 new library 
books, a check-in area and a 
Lego wall. 
 Each Burnett student also 
received two books. The 
brothers selected Burnett El-
ementary for showing “heart” 
during Hurricane Harvey 
and creating a safe space for 
students and their families 
whose homes were damaged.

poles  throughout the South 
Belt area to show support and 
symbolize prayers for young 
people involved in the Middle 
East confl ict.

25 years ago (1995)
 The driver of a cement 
truck was transported to Her-
mann Hospital after the rear 
end of his truck was hit by 
a train near Highway 3 and 
Scarsdale Boulevard. An oc-
cupant of the train was tak-
en to a Clear Lake hospital. 
None of the injured sustained 
life-threatening injuries.
 A dedication ceremony 
was set for the Dr. Parker Wil-
liams Library at the center of 
the San Jacinto College South 
campus. Following the cere-
mony, tours of the two-story, 
40,000-square-foot facility 
would be conducted, and 
light refreshments would be 
served.
 A 14-year-old was hospi-
talized after being shot by a 
Woodmeadow resident who 
confronted the youth as he al-
legedly attempted to steal the 
man’s car. The youth, who 
underwent surgery at Me-
morial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital for a gunshot wound 
to the leg, and his 14-year-
old companion were charged 
with attempted car theft.
 Teachers in the Pasadena 
and Clear Creek school dis-
tricts received raises amount-
ing to approximately 3 per-
cent over the previous year’s 
salary.
 Four Clear Brook High 
School seniors, Melissa John-
ston, Stephanie Keener, Eliz-
abeth Tsai and Patricia Tsai, 
were named National Merit 
semifi nalists.

20 years ago (2000)
 Brio Superfund Site reme-
diation began.
 Dobie graduate Kaycie 
Swain Czelusta was a contes-
tant on Wheel of Fortune.
 The South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
raised in excess of $21,500 at 
the third annual Night of Cui-
sine held at Almeda Mall.

15 years ago (2005)
 The South Belt area along 
with all of Houston was pre-
paring for the arrival of Hur-
ricane Rita. Evacuation zones 
were established, and some 
residents reported being on 
roadways for as many as 30 
hours while leaving. At the 
last moment, the hurricane 
took an eastwardly turn and 
landed near the Beaumont 
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RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff and personnel of the 
Pasadena Independent School District cel-
ebrate birthdays Sept. 17 through Sept. 23, 
2020.

Atkinson Elementary
 Sing a melody of a happy birthday song to 
Angi Fox Sept. 20.

Burnett Elementary
 Break out the balloons and birthday cake 
Sept. 19 for Nancy Guevara.

Bush Elementary
 The day for a birthday gift for Enrique 
Macias is Sept. 18. Light the candles on a  
cake for Vanessa Castro Sept. 22. 

Frazier Elementary
 Sing a chorus of a special birthday 
tune to Chelsey Riemer Sept. 17. Send a 
happy birthday greeting Sept. 20 to Quynh 
Nguyen.

Meador Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles Sept. 17 for 
Amy Clowers. Marking a special birthday 
Sept. 23 is Celeste Skipper.

South Belt Elementary
 The day for a double-layer cake and ice 
cream for Raquel Cavazos and Leslie 
Matthew is Sept. 22.

Roberts Middle School
 Rebecca Dietz and Jose Robleto enjoy 
a day of celebration Sept. 17.

Jose Ochoa, Reggie Godbolt, Sandy 
Muse, Dean Konrad, Letty Lopez, Tracy 
Dukes, Sandra Sankey and Tara Johnston; 
Friday, Sept. 18: Carey Holder, Cathey Cox, 
Anthony Virgadamo, Leslie Cockerham; 
Saturday, Sept. 19: Tasha Ford, Diane 
Martinez, Carlos Melcher, Stacy Mayberry, 
Elyse Totten, Jo Ann Minchew, Porsche 
Lancelin, Roe Moreno, Rita Hernandez, 
David Bergeron, Gracie Bires, Michelle 
Griffi n, Marisa Hartley, LaToya Oliver and 
Brittany Swanson; Sunday, Sept. 20: Bren 
Duh, Freddy Silva, Rebeca Sanchez, Doris 
Zacks, Nancy Naquin, Peggy Bennett, 
Keith Mercado, Sandra Buchman, Manuel 
Guerrero, Ricky Aquino, Dawn Sharpe 
and Catherine Windsor; Monday, Sept. 21: 
John Neal, Laura Arispe, J. Cruz Aannette, 
Cesar D’Agostino, Kim Kapsiak, Jennifer 
Paling, Susan Silva and April Carson; 
Tuesday, Sept. 22: Joe Garza, Larry Swann, 
Michael Rummel, Shawnie Moses and 
Gwen Ohman; and Wednesday, Sept. 23: 
Marcus Anthony, Carla McKay, Cheney 
Tamez, Gloria Tran, Cynthia Rodriguez and 
Lauren Allen.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Melillo Middle School
 Send a birthday greeting Sept. 19 to 
Brittney Crawford.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Break out the party favors and birthday 
cake Sept. 22 for Stacey Barber, BHI prin-
cipal.

Thompson Intermediate
 The day for a birthday celebration for 
Pamela Crawford is Sept. 17. Celebrating a 
birthday Sept. 21 is Rosa Garcia.

Dobie High
 Send birthday wishes Sept. 17 to Alfred 
Valdez. Light the birthday candles Sept. 19 
for Erica Ba and Crystal Stinson. Happy 
birthday greetings are sent Sept. 20 to 
Jacqueline Dickerson. Share a slice of a 
double-layer cake Sept. 21 with Jermaine 
Gasaway and Manuel Moreno Jr. Blow out 
the candles on a cake Sept. 22 for Monika 
Rivera. The day for a party for Denice 
Smajstrla is Sept 23.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends birthday wishes to 
friends. For those wanting a birthday men-
tioned in this section, email mynews@south
beltleader.com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.
 Thursday,  Sept. 17: Michael Nevills, Fauna 
Santos, Alice Mireles, Xavier Sustaita, 
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set, heart for children and 
willingness to bring people to 
the table for the good of the 
community.”
 Today, Clear Creek ISD is 
considered one of the largest 
high-performing school dis-
tricts in Texas, while serving 
and leading more than 42,000 
students.
 In 2014, Clear Creek 
ISD was a fi nalist for the 
H-E-B Excellence in Educa-
tion Award and TASA Hon-
or Board Award. In 2013, 
Clear Creek ISD voters over-
whelmingly approved a $367 
million school construction 
bond that led to the 1:1 tablet 
initiative and a $487 million 
bond election in 2017 to build 
new schools and renovate old 
facilities.

 Just this month, the school 
district, which employs more 
than 5,000 people, was named 
one of the top 100 workplac-
es in Texas by Forbes Maga-
zine. 
 During his tenure, he has 
been named Superintendent 
of the Year by the Texas As-
sociation of School Boards; 
Top Administrator by the 
Texas Classroom Teachers 
Association; and Superinten-
dent of the Year by the Texas 
PTA.
 Outside of his work with 
Clear Creek ISD, Smith 
serves in several other local 
leadership roles.
 Smith is co-chair of the 
Texas High Performance 
Schools Consortium; pres-
ident-elect for the Texas 
Association of School Ad-

ministrators; member of the 
Space Center Rotary Club; 
and former chairman for the 
Bay Area Houston Economic 
Partnership (BAHEP).
 Smith and his wife Kathy 
are the parents of two daugh-
ters and grandparents to one 
granddaughter. The career 
educator said he has no plans 
of slowing his efforts to im-
prove local education follow-
ing his retirement.
 The Clear Creek ISD 
school board has begun its 
search for Smith’s replace-
ment, holding a series of vir-
tual meetings on the matter, 
seeking input from staff, par-
ents and community mem-
bers. Visit www.ccisd.net/
superintendentsearch for in-
formation about the ongoing 
search.

Smith to retire Dec. 31

Clear Creek ISD Superintendent Dr. Greg Smith (center) will retire at the end of 
this semester in December after serving 13 years in the position. Having spent 40 
years in education, Smith said he made the decision to retire fi ve years ago when 
he signed his last contract. The superintendent is shown above back in May 2019 
presenting Teacher of the Year awards to Clear Brook High School’s Alaina Garza 
(left), who earned the secondary teacher honor, and White Elementary’s Lyzette 
Ruiz, who claimed the elementary school honor.

Dr. Smith planning retirement
Continued from Page 1
year, 350 associate superinten-
dents, principals and assistant 
principals attended a PLC at 
Work conference in San Anto-
nio. This event created a shift 
in culture. After the confer-
ence, schools worked on their 
campuses’ individual PLC pro-
cesses and implementations, 
focusing on team collaboration 
and increasing access to tools 
that boost student achieve-
ment. 
 Marsha Jones, a former 
principal and current exec-
utive director of curriculum 
and instruction, attended the 
conference and later worked 
with administrators and facul-
ty throughout Pasadena ISD to 
lead efforts of implementing 
PLCs districtwide.
 “Being named a Model 
PLC District is an amazing 
accomplishment and a testa-
ment to the incredible work of 
our district, campus adminis-

trators, teachers, collaborative 
teams and students,” Jones 
said. “In Pasadena ISD, ‘All 
Means All,’ and the continued 
work and effort of our PLC 
collaborative teams will con-
tinue to make a difference in 
the lives of our students and 
educators.”
 All 67 schools in Pasadena 
ISD go the extra mile to set 
aside time and resources for in-
tervention and enrichment for 
students, PLC trainings, and 
to work in collaborative teams 
each week. Pasadena ISD has 
also created its own hashtag 
#PISDPLC so educators and 
administrators  can share ideas 
with one another via social 
media. “I am so proud of our 
leadership teams and staff who 
have been dedicated to making 
sure we implement Profes-
sional Learning Communities 
with fi delity. PLCs have made 
a true difference in our school 
district, helping to boost stu-

dent achievement in all stu-
dent groups,” said Dr. DeeAnn 
Powell, Pasadena ISD super-
intendent. “Marsha Jones is to 

be commended for leading the 
charge in our curriculum and 
instruction department,” said 
Powell.

Continued from Page 1
by preparing to send over 
2 million ballot applica-
tions to many Texans who 
do not qualify and have 
not requested to vote by 
mail. This blatant viola-
tion of law undermines 
our election security 
and integrity and cannot 
stand. I will continue to 
fi ght for safe, fair and le-
gal elections across the 
state.”
 Despite the recent 
ruling, Hollins said the 
county still plans to send 
out roughly 300,000 mail-
in applications to voters 
65 and older.
 “The secretary of state 
and attorney general have 
made it clear that they don’t 
want us to proactively send 
applications to voters,” Hol-
lins said. “They think mak-
ing it convenient to apply is 
a bad thing. We disagree.”
 To be eligible to vote by 
mail in Texas, a voter has to 
be 65 years or older; have a 
disability or illness; be out of 
the county during the elec-
tion period; or be confi ned 
in jail, with no conviction. 
Voters can go to www.har-
risvotes.com to print out the 
application or call 713-755-
6965 to request one. The last 
day to register to vote for the 
Nov. 3 election is Oct. 23 
(received, not postmarked).

Early voting
 While state offi cials have 
declined to allow universal 
mail-in voting, Gov. Greg 
Abbott recently issued a 
proclamation extending the 
early voting period for the 
Nov. 3 election by nearly a 
week. Under this proclama-
tion, early voting by person-
al appearance will begin on 
Tuesday, Oct. 13, and con-
tinue through Friday, Oct. 
30. The proclamation also 
expands the period in which 
marked mail-in ballots may 
be delivered in person to the 
county clerk’s offi ce, allow-

ing such delivery prior to as 
well as on Election Day.
 “As we respond to 
COVID-19, the State of Tex-
as is focused on strategies 
that preserve Texans’ abili-
ty to vote in a way that also 
mitigates the spread of the 
virus,” said Abbott. “By ex-
tending the early voting peri-
od and expanding the period 
in which mail-in ballots can 
be hand-delivered, Texans 
will have greater fl exibility 
to cast their ballots, while 
at the same time protecting 
themselves and others from 
COVID-19.”

Voter registration
 There is still time for 
South Belt residents to regis-
ter to vote in the Nov. 3 elec-
tion.
 To vote in Harris Coun-
ty, one must be registered to 
vote at least 30 days before 
the election date. To change 
one’s name or address, a 
completed and signed appli-
cation is also required.
 To register in Texas, one 
must:
 – Be a citizen of the Unit-
ed States.
 – Be a resident of the 
county in which the applica-
tion for registration is made.
 – Be at least 18 years old 
by Nov. 3.
 – Not be a current felon.
 – Have not been declared 
mentally incompetent by a 
court of law.
 Voter registration forms 
may be obtained online at 
www.hctax.net/Voter/Regis-
tration or by calling 713-274-
VOTE (8683). Forms may 
also be picked up in-person 
at the Harris County Tax Of-
fi ce, located at 1001 Preston 
in downtown from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.
 The completed forms are 
to be mailed to Ann Harris 
Bennett, Harris County tax 
assessor-collector and vot-
er registrar, P.O. Box 3527, 
Houston, TX 77253-3527. 
Forms may also be returned 
to the downtown tax offi ce.
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a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Sept. 18; 
Oct. 16; Oct. 30; and Nov. 13 
at the HFD Val Jahnke Train-
ing Facility, at 8030 Braniff 
Street near Hobby Airport.
 Only online applications 
will be accepted. Access to 
the internet and to comput-
er terminals may be found 
at any City of Houston Pub-

Voting controversy 
over fraud concerns
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every nonresponding ad-
dress.
 Census workers will 
usually make up to six
attempts at each address to 
count possible residents. This 
includes leaving notifi cation 
of the attempted visit on the 
door. The notifi cation will in-
clude reminder information 
on how to respond online, by 
paper or by phone. 
 In addition, census work-
ers may try to reach the 

household by phone to con-
duct the interview.
 All census takers will 
have government-issued ID 
badges with a photo and U.S. 
Department of Commerce 
watermark. Residents may 
confi rm their identities by 
calling 1-844-330-2020. 
 The 2020 Census will 
conclude data collection 
Wednesday, Sept. 30. 
 For additional information 
or to complete a 2020 census, 
visit www.census.gov.

Census . . .

PISD 1 of 2 Texas districts to win award

Continued from Page 1
with a 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) 
organization as co-applicant.
 – Grant projects must rep-
resent a specifi c geographic 
area located within the Hous-
ton city limits.

 The application deadline 
is Thursday, Nov. 6. 
 For additional informa-
tion or to apply for the grant, 
visit houstontx.gov/neighbor
hoods/Matching-Grant-App-
Packet-FY2021.pdf.

Continued from Page 1 
still holding him at gun-
point, the suspect allowed 
the victim to remove some 
personal items from the ve-
hicle. At this time, the vic-
tim was able to retrieve his 
own gun, and fearing for 
his life, turned it toward the 
suspect. 
 Both individuals ex-
changed gunfi re, and each 
was struck at least once.

 The victim was able to 
run away and call 911. 
 Paramedics responded to 
the scene and transported 
him to the hospital.
 Offi cers found the sus-
pect a short distance from 
the robbery scene, where he 
was pronounced dead.
 At press time, no charges 
had been fi led, the case 
will be referred to a Harris 
County grand jury.

City hosts grant

Alleged robber dies

HFD applications

Continued from Page 1
known man.
 The victim told Precinct 8 
dispatchers that the male had 
been following her in a silver 
Ford SUV from the area of 
Scarsdale Boulevard near the 
Gulf Freeway. As dispatchers 
kept her on the phone while 
deputies responded, the wom-
an stated she was turning into 
a neighborhood and was still 
being followed by the man.
 Upon arriving at a family 
member’s residence, located 
in the Camino South neighbor-
hood of Clear Lake, the wom-
an exited the vehicle and ran 
inside the house.
 The suspect, later identifi ed 
as 37-year-old Anthony Quinn 
Hill, exited his vehicle as well 
and followed her to the front 
door of the residence. The 
victim stated that Hill was at-
tempting to enter the home by 
force through the front door.     
Precinct 8 Sgt. M. Ford and 
Deputy J. Glover arrived on 
scene and observed Hill stand-
ing in the front yard of the res-
idence. Glover subsequently 
detained Hill for investigation. 
Upon speaking to Hill, he stat-
ed he met the victim at a red 
light, where he attempted to 
give her his Facebook informa-
tion. He stated when she drove 
away, he followed her home.
 After speaking with the 
victim, it was learned Hill had 
followed her for approx. 6.2 

miles. She stated when she ran 
into the residence, Hill tried to 
enter the home by force. He 
was able to open the screen 
door and continued attempting 
to make entry into the wood-
en front door. Upon getting 
the door open, he made par-
tial entry to the home before a 
male resident pushed against 
the door from the inside in an 
effort to keep Hill out of the 
residence. The resident and 
suspect got into a brief strug-
gle by pushing against the door 
from each side.
 Hill admitted to deputies 
that he had a knife and mar-
ijuana in his vehicle and told 
them he had smoked the syn-
thetic drug “Kush” earlier in 
the day. A search of his Hill’s 
vehicle led to the discovery 
of an open pocket knife in the 
driver’s side door.
 The Harris County District 
Attorney’s offi ce was contact-

ed and a second degree felony 
charge of burglary of an occu-
pied habitation with intent to 
commit an assault was accept-
ed. Hill was taken into custo-
dy and was transported to the 
Harris County Joint Process-
ing Center. While on his way 
to the jail, Hill became en-
raged and began kicking and 
spitting while yelling several 
direct threats against Glover’s 
life. This resulted in the DA’s 
Offi ce accepting an additional 
third degree felony charge of 
retaliation on a public servant.
 Hill’s bond has been set 
at $75,000 for the burglary 
charge and $50,000 for the 
retaliation charge. At the time 
of this incident, Hill was out 
of jail on bond for a previous 
aggravated assault of a family 
member case (stabbing) and 
was on deferred adjudication 
for a harassment of a public 
servant case.

lic Library if open. Online 
applications will be accept-
ed until all testing slots are 
fi lled.
 To apply online, visit 
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/houston (search for 
“fi refi ghter trainee”). 
 For more information, in-
terested applicants may visit 
hfdcareers.org.

Pct. 8 arrest results in 2 felonies

Graduation 
issues available
 Extra copies of the Lead-
er’s high school graduation 
issue, published Aug. 6, are 
available at the newspaper 
office, 11555 Beamer. The 
special edition includes grad-
uation information for Do-
bie, South Houston, CTHS 
and Pasadena Memorial high 
schools.

Don’t be a victim: 
learn self-defense!

 In light of recent multi-
ple muggings and assaults 
in the South Belt area, free 
online classes of self-de-
fense are being taught by 
the American Society of 
Karate for teens and adults 
(ages 13-80). These classes 
are Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in 
the comfort of one’s own 
home. 
 No previous self-defense 
or martial arts experience 
is necessary. To preregis-

ter, visit https://tinyurl.com/
askdefense and fi ll out a 
short form. 
 For additional informa-
tion on martial arts class-
es, visit www.AskKarate.
com, email Online@ASKKa
rate.com or call 281-788-
5930.

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all 
your printing needs:

• Business Forms • 
Business Cards • Custom 
Letterheads & Envelopes 
• Wedding Invitations 
• Thank You Notes • 

Menus 
• Directories • and much 

more!

11555 Beamer   281-484-4337
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 9/30/20.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Texan Bank 
Texan Bank CARESCARES

N
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake

Sugar Land • River Oaks

WWW . T E X A N B A N K . C O M
(

SBA APPROVED

PAYCHECK PROTECTION
PROGRAM

LENDER

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thur.11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri & Sat.

Whether it’s Curbside Pickup, 
Local Delivery or Catering, 

Choose DAN’S to Dine!

11101 Resource Pkwy.    281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109    832-736-9006  

We have space available at each location

Now enrolling for the fall 2020 term.
We are set up to assist our students 

with their online learning.

Call for our weekly rate specials!

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

USA KARATE

• Weekly Fee 
 Includes Karate
 Training

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

 Attending a live athletic 
event within the Pasadena 
ISD or any school district 
this 2020-2021 school year 
is simply going to require 
patience and understanding, 
and likely plenty of it.
 Pasadena ISD officials 
are focused on 100 percent 
compliance with both Harris 
County- and University Inter-
scholastic League-mandated 
safety protocols, including 
social distancing measures 

where it pertains to ongoing 
coronavirus concerns.
 Simply put, fans who are 
allowed to attend events such 
as football games and volley-
ball matches may either feel 
like royalty or the survivors 
of a lottery drawing. It's just 
going to feel different. And 
masks/face coverings are re-
quired. 
 No mask, no entry.
 The UIL has current-
ly mandated that sporting 

events be limited to 50 per-
cent attendance, but as PISD 
Director of Athletics Rupert 
Jaso points out, it's not as 
simple as it sounds.
 Examining the sport of 
football, obviously many is-
sues require a look.
 “When you factor in so-
cial-distancing measures, the 
numbers really become based 
more on how much space 
there is available,” Jaso said. 
“In the case of Dobie High 

School, for instance, they 
have a large (number of mem-
bers) band. They will get first 
priority on attendance. When 
you consider the need for so-
cial distancing, the space gets 
smaller. That's just one of the 
many scenarios we have to 
plan for as a district.”
 With the mandate of a 
social distancing of six feet, 
Jaso said PISD plans to allow 
for 900 bodies per stadium 
side, which includes accom-
modating for bands, drill 
teams, etc. Each week, his 
department will access how 

many tickets may be issued 
to the public. Those tickets 
will then be available for 
online purchase only. There 
will be no tickets, monies or 
otherwise exchanges on the 
Veterans Stadium grounds.
 Concession items such as 
soft drinks and game night 
snacks will be available, but 
must be individually wrapped 
and sealed per guidelines. 
Every effort will be made to 
make it a great experience 
for everyone involved, Jaso 
promised, but guidelines will 
be adhered to as closely as at 

all possible.
 Jaso has seen photos and 
heard second- and third-hand 
reports of social distancing 
measures allegedly not be-
ing closely followed at some 
of the Class A through 4A 
events that have played out 
to this point, and says ev-
erything will be done by his 
team to ensure Pasadena ISD 
doesn't end up in a similar 
light.
 Whereas he has a game-
night staff of 15 or so in a 
normal year, he has already 
planned for 50 this year. "We 

PISD outlines game night stadium coronavirus safety protocols

PISD Stadium Guidelines
* 900 bodies per side-bands, drill units first priority
* Tickets available for online purchase only, no excep-
tions
* Concessions available, individually-wrapped, sealed
* No district issued or educator/admin. passes accepted
* Stadium sideline access extremely limited
* Livestreaming of games will be allowed

Visit www.pasadenaisd.org for updates on 
ticket sales, streaming, etc.

 Not to be left out, stu-
dent-athletes at Beverly 
Hills, Thompson and Pas-
adena ISD's other eight 

intermediates will move 
forward this month. In fact, 
the PISD volleyball season 
is served up Sept. 17 with 

Thompson hosting Park 
View and Beverly Hills at 
Jackson.
 Both the football and 
volleyball length of sched-
ules are shorter for 2020-
2021, but PISD Director 
of Athletics Rupert Jaso 
stressed the importance and 
excitement of returning to 
play.
 The football season 
kicks off Sept. 28-29 with 
Beverly Hills taking on 
Bondy and Thompson go-
ing against Miller. Coro-
navirus-focused social-dis-
tancing measures will be 
enforced both on the field 
of play and in the fan atten-

Intermediate Sports Resume

Volleyball Sept. 17 
Beverly Hills at Jackson

Thompson hosts Park View

Football Sept. 28-29 
Beverly Hills vs. Bondy

Thompson vs. Miller

Intermediate sports action resumes

 The Dobie volleyball pro-
gram seemingly worked dou-
ble time in preparation for 
the regular season. With three 
scrimmages ahead of the reg-
ular season opener Sept. 15 at 
Baytown Sterling (after press 
time) and now matches com-
ing Sept. 18 at Summer Creek, 
the Sept. 19 home opener 
against Spring  and another 
road match at C.E. King to fin-
ish off an eight-day whirlwind 
of action, it's a wonder anyone 
associated with the program 
had a chance to take a breath.
 Still, there weren't any sad 
faces seen anywhere. The re-
ality is high school volleyball 
is back, and the Lady Long-

Excited to be back, 
JFD VB busy at it

horns, like surely all of their 
peers across the state, are 
thrilled to be back on the court.
"We are beyond excited to be 
able to start our season," Do-
bie head coach Dawn Sexton 
said days before the Sterling 
opener. "We finally get to 
play someone other than our-
selves."
 Dobie is set to play six non-
district matches prior to the 
District 22-6A opener against 
Channelview Sept. 29. The 
priority, of course, is challeng-
ing for the league title later this 
season, but that doesn't mean 
Dobie, even in the midst of 
ongoing coronavirus protocal 
measures, isn't focusing on the 
here and now.
 "Before we begin district 
play, we are focusing on, first, 
keeping everyone safe and 
healthy," Sexton said.  
 "We have some new faces 
(at the varsity level), so we 
are going to try and get them 
in ((match action) early before 
district play begins. Giving 
them playing time early in the 
season will help us once dis-
trict play begins."
  Continued on Page 6

Dobie golf seeks used clubs
 The Dobie High School golf program is preparing 
to begin its 2020-2021 season, and the Longhorns 
are looking for some preowned or used clubs to help 
some players who need them this season.
 Kevin Cross, the team's first-year head coach, said 
the program is in particular need of clubs designed 
for female players, but any donations will be accept-
ed. 
 For more information or to reach Cross, direct 
email to kcross@pasadenaisd.org.

 Coming off a 20-year best 
9-1 regular season, one would 
think the Dobie varsity football 
program is focused solely on 
grabbing what would be a first 
district championship in the 
6A class.
 Yet pardon the entire pro-
gram if that's the furthest 
thing from everybody's mind. 
Instead, the football program, 
like most across this nation, is 
aiming a good portion of its en-
ergy at safety protocols courte-
sy of the COVID-19 concerns.
 It's a scenario playing out 
all over the state where Tex-
as public schools are con-
cerned. Between guidelines 
set forth by county and state 

Dobie inching toward 2020 opener 
COVID protocols focused

officials and those mandated 
by the University Interscho-
lastic League, simply walking 
through a door two at a time is 
frowned upon, yet a necessary 
concern.
 The usual routine simply 
isn't the usual routine, not now 
and who knows when. 
 In Dobie's case, most of the 
football players are attending 
school in person, yet there are 
those who have chosen to be-
gin the 2020-2021 educational 
year virtually. 
 For those athletes, nothing 
athletically speaking happens 
prior to 2:45 p.m. most days.
 Dobie head coach Kevin 
Berneathy acknowledges that 

first and foremost he's thrilled 
to see footballs flying through 
the air.
 After six months of very 
little to no action on Dobie's 
fields, there are signs of action. 
 Yet the long hours have 
and will continue to pile up. 
Whereas in a normal year, the 
Longhorns' football staff saw 
nongame days end at 6 p.m. or 
so, those same days now ex-
tend another hour or so.
 As it is, Dobie, selected by 
“Dave Campbell's Texas Foot-
ball” as the favorite to win the 
championship in District 22-
6A is underway, and that's a 
great thing.
 The preseason goals remain 

are going to do everything we 
can to comply with the regu-
lations that have been laid out 
to us. 
 When and if some of those 
guidelines are adjusted, we 
will adjust accordingly. We 
are going by what we have in 
place for now."
 PISD is still ironing out 
its link information for on-
line ticket sales as well as a 
site address for games being 
viewed via livestream on the 
internet. Jaso said those de-
tails are coming very soon. 
Check www.pasadenaisd.org 

for updates. 
 As for high school volley-
ball matches, most of which 
will be contested within indi-
vidual gymnasiums with far 
less capacity, the same guide-
lines were adhered to when 
play began.
 Jaso said that, in the case 
of volleyball, officials were 
to factor not overall seating 
capacity on a single sideline 
of bleachers, but instead how 
that total number played out 
within the social distancing 
measures. 
 While not wanting to be 
held to a number, Jaso said it 
is possible that as few as 60 
volleyball fans per side will 
be allowed at matches. And, 

tickets are only available 
through the district website.
 “Each school district may 
do things a bit differently, but 
it's all focused on achieving 
the same goal,” Jaso said. 
"We all realize that school 
athletics have been absent 
since March.
 “The kids deserve the 
opportunity to get back out 
there and continue within the 
sports they love. I think that 
whether you are a school dis-
trict official, a parent, a stu-
dent or casual observer, you 
want to do your part to ensure 
these kids and their coaches 
get that chance. 
 “We certainly have a plan 
in place to do our part.”

dance areas. The football 
season will encompass five 
weeks, and there is no post-
season or playoffs for 2020. 
The volleyball season is six 
weeks in length, with no 
tournament play.
 “We're going to make 
every effort to complete the 
seasons as they are sched-
uled," Jaso said. "We recog-
nize the importance of ath-
letics for our intermediate 
students. If we have to miss 
a week due to a COVID is-
sue or otherwise, we'll just 
move to the next week. 
But we are very optimistic 
about the intermediate sea-
sons playing out.”

much the same. Stay healthy 
and find a way to improve each 
day. Dobie is set to scrimmage 
against Clear Springs, and Ber-
neathy has only a couple of fo-
cuses.
 "We are really young and 
inexperienced on the offensive 
and defensive fronts, so you're 
always a little concerned about 
seeing growth in those situa-
tions as the season gets closer," 
Berneathy said.
 “But honestly, we are all 
just excited to see the kids 
compete. 
 “They've been away from 
the football field for a long 
time. Conditioning and get-
ting closer to being in football 

shape this week has been a fo-
cus.'”
 As of today, the season 
opener is eight days away. If 
this were 2019 or any other 
for that matter, the sole focus 
of Dobie's would be on Jersey 
Village, the team's opening 
night opponent.
 Right now, though, most 
programs are focused on sim-
ply running through the tunnel 
and getting on the field for 
kickoff. 
 When that time comes, it'll 
be time to think about the op-
ponent. 

Veteran linebacker Alexander “A.J.” Garcia (19) and 
other experienced defensive returnees  will look to 
show the way early on as the Dobie varsity football 
program ushers in several new faces along the defen-
sive front. Early on in workouts, everyone involved 
within the program spent time adjusting to coronavi-
rus protocols. Photo by David Flickinger
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CALENDAR
7 p.m.

Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Due to the current 
health situation, all in-person synagogue events are can-
celed. The synagogue is closed until further notice. All 
services will be performed online. Join the Friday night 
service at 7 p.m. or the Saturday service at 9:30 a.m. on 
a computer, tablet or smartphone by using the web ad-
dress https://zoom.us with the Meeting ID 917 102 8979 
and the Passcode 18csh1818. For members who wish 
to download a copy of the prayer book for the online ser-
vice, visit https://www.shaarhashalom.org/prayer-book-
for-friday.html. For the general website, visit https://www.
shaarhashalom.org/shabbat-online.html.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). 
For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com or visit https://nastuff.com/.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
7:30 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/.

9:30 a.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Due to the current 
health situation, all in-person synagogue events are can-
celed. The synagogue is closed until further notice. All 
services will be performed online. Join the Friday night 
service at 7 p.m. or the Saturday service at 9:30 a.m. on 
a computer, tablet or smartphone by using the web ad-
dress https://zoom.us with the Meeting ID 917 102 8979 
and the Passcode 18csh1818. For members who wish 
to download a copy of the prayer book for the online ser-
vice, visit https://www.shaarhashalom.org/prayer-book-
for-friday.html. For the general website, visit https://www.
shaarhashalom.org/shabbat-online.html.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Noon

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group meets at noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or 
online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners. For information, call 713-686-6300.

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! 
Meeting is Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., at the website, 

Group meets at noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or 
online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners. For additional information, call 713-686-
6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For additional information, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com or visit https://nastuff.
com/.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 
281-286-2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential 
domestic violence/sexual abuse support group for 
women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org for infor-
mation.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/ for additional information.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Virtual meeting Thursday, 
7:30 a.m., online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81372891968. Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. Infor-
mation for the event is on the Pearland Chamber of 
Commerce website under the calendar tab.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group meets at noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or 
online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners. For additional information, call 713-686-
6300.

7 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont 
Park and Community Center (new location), 11507 
Hughes Road. For additional information or for the 
meeting online, call Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-
9990.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., is held at First Presbyterian 
Church in the youth building, located at 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518) in Pearland. For additional infor-
mation, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com 
or https://nastuff.com/.

https://youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com/.Young 
Professionals SE Toastmasters Club is committed to 
its member’s safety during this National Emergency 
and will conduct virtual meetings every Monday 
(except holidays), effective 3/16/2020, to ensure its 
members continue their journey to becoming confi -
dent communicators and leaders. To be a guest at the 
virtual meeting, select the “contact us” button on the 
toastmasters’ home page menu located at www.
youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com) to obtain 
access to the virtual meeting platform. For additional 
information or to be notifi ed of in-person meetings, 
contact Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn 
Carmichael at 832-372-3565. 

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For additional information, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com or visit https://nastuff.
com/.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/ for additional information.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group meets at noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or 
online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners. For information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., is held at First Presbyterian 
Church in the youth building, located at 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518) in Pearland. For additional infor-
mation, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com 
or https://nastuff.com/.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/ for additional information.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 

Due to the current public health situation, it is 
advisable to verify if meetings are still being held 
prior to attending. Since Gov. Greg Abbott has 
initiated Strike Force for the reopening of Texas 
some groups have resumed their meetings. For 
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the area, visit 
https://aahouston.org/meetings. To access the 
schedule for Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meet-
ings, visit www.hascona.com. For a list of Al-Anon 
meetings, visit www.houstonalanon.org/meetings.
html.
NOTE: Clear Lake Bridge Club – Although the bridge 
club is closed at this time, visit the website https://
acblunit174.org/clearlak/clean-blue-working/clearlake.
html for details about online games or email the director 
at jpochsner@aol.com for additional information.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/ for additional information.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Virtual meeting Thursday, 
7:30 a.m., online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81372891968. Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. In-
formation for the event is accessible on the Pearland 
Chamber of Commerce website under the calendar 
tab.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group meets at noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or 
online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners. For information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., is held at First Presbyterian 
Church in the youth building, located at 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518) in Pearland. For additional infor-
mation, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com 
or https://nastuff.com/.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/ for additional information.
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Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LEADER READERS

HELP 
WANTED

LAWN & GARDEN

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 9-24

HELP WANTED
LOOKING FOR A FAMILY, 
couple or individual inter-
ested in caring for a stroke 
patient. Please call Debbie 
at 281-813-1428. 9-17
PIZZA HUT @ 10904 
Scarsdale is hiring driv-
ers. $10 - $15 an hour. 

Call 281-484-0111 or 
apply at restaurant. 10-1

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE. 3-bedroom, 
2-bath home. 1940 sq. ft. 
Includes 500 sq. ft. add 
-on room with vaulted 
ceiling. Huge backyard, 
covered patio. 2-car car-
port. Ceiling fans in every 
room. Please call 346-
203-7569. 9-24

SERVICES
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 

Too Small. Robert 281-
948-8887. 9-24
HANDYMAN. Exterior 
painting, wood fences, 
pressure washing, gutter 
cleaning, landscaping 
and mulch. Affordable 
prices. Free estimates. 
832-406-0183. 9-24
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, 
driveways, sidewalks, 
boats, R.V.’s, etc. Time 
for cleaning. Free Esti-
mates! 9-17

Dobie High School
Varsity Volleyball Roster

 1 Alayna Gonzalez, OH, Sr.
 2 Maya Scott, RS, Jr.
 3 Monserrat Alba, OH/RS, Jr.
 4 Keasia Robinson, MB, Jr.
 5 Abby Duron, Lib, Sr.
 6 Natalie Onozie, S, Jr.
 8 Ariana Garcia, MH, Fr.
 9 Cadie Masterson, S, Sr.
10 Bella Perez, DS, Soph.
11 Alexa Gonzalez, S/OH, Fr.
12 Precious Oko, RS, Sr.
13 Victoria Thomas, OH, Sr.
14 Casey Junkin, DS, Sr.
15 Khadryan Caldwell, MH/RS, Sr.
16 Marisa Soto, RS, Sr.
17 Ashlee Garcia, DS, Soph.

Dobie Volleyball Is Back
Dobie at Shadow Creek

Sept. 18, 6:30 p.m.

Dobie hosts Spring
Sept. 19, noon

Dobie at C.E. King
Sept. 22, 6:30 p.m.

Continued from Page 5
 If there are advantages to 
be had in these times on the 
volleyball court, the Lady 
Longhorns did welcome back 
several key veterans from 2019 
who are being asked to steady 
things, especially early on.
 Senior Victoria Thomas led 
the team in kills in 2019 and 
leads things on the outside at-
tack along with Alayna Gonza-

lez, another senior returnee.
 Junior Keasia Robinson 
could be a force in the middle, 
and setters Natalie Onozie and 
Cadie Masterson both excelled 
a season ago.
 "This team has good chem-
istry and play well together, so 
I'm eager to see what we can 
do before district begins," Sex-
ton added.
 The Lady Longhorns en-

JFD volleyball ready for season
tered the offseason with a va-
cancy at libero, but Sexton is 
confident multi-sport standout 
Abby Duron, who played quite 
a bit as a junior,  is more than 
up to the task. 
 “She will fill the role nicely 
with her experience from last 
year. (Duron) is a softball and 
cross-country runner, so she is 
quick to the ball and moves ex-
tremely well,” Sexton said.
 “Having an experienced 
roster has been a bonus, espe-
cially this year since we didn't 
get to see kids that much over 
the summer,” Sexton said.  
 “By already knowing our 
system, it was more fine tuning 
than teaching. 
 “The returners have helped 
the newcomers understand the 
expectations that we have in 
our program. 
 “They have welcomed 
them with open arms and are 
excited to compete.”

 Credit Alberto Campa with 
doing his part to practice so-
cial distancing as he and his 
Dobie teammates, including 
the Lady Longhorns, took part 
in the opening week of the 
cross-country season Sept. 11 
at La Porte's Northwest Park.
 Campa, a state qualifi er in 

Dobie's Campa runs off with win in debut
2019 and one of the region's 
top returning seniors, ran away 
from the pack in the Division I 
3,200-meter run, cruising to the 
win at 9 minutes, 54 seconds. 
 Second place went to La 
Porte's Sergio Lara, who led 
the host Bulldogs to the over-
all team championship with 

his time of 10:03. Dobie did 
not enter the requirement of 
at least fi ve to qualify for the 
team standings.
 The Longhorns' Robert 
Montano also started strong, 
taking 15th overall at the 
3,200-meter distance at 11:22.
 Dobie senior Amari Single-

ton also picked up where she 
left off a season ago, grabbing 
the third overall spot in the Di-
vision I 3,200-meter varsity 
girls' event at 12:25. 
 Teammate JoJo Olivares 
was fourth in the same event 
at 12:26. The Lady Longhorns' 
Grace Castaneda just missed a 
top 10 slot, settling for 11th at 
13:18.
 At 13:25, Dobie sopho-
more Ashley Garcia was 14th, 
and Karissa Hernandez wound 
up 25th with her clocking of 
14:09. Abby Duron's time of 
14:25 was 27th-best and Ve-
ronica Ramirez's time of 14:41 
gave her the 37th overall spot 
as the Lady Longhorns were 
second to La Porte in the team 
standings. 
 The Lady Longhorns also 
performed very well in the ju-
nior varsity girls' 1,600-meter 
race as junior Presley Pina col-
lected the second overall med-
alist spot with her time of 6:36. 
Annemarie Johnson of Deer 
Park was the champion at 6:36.
 At 6:57, Dobie's Angel-
ica Medina was sixth-best, 
and Jennifer Gonzalez had a 
time of 7:02 for eighth place. 
Nicole Jasso of Dobie was 
16th in a time of 7:21, and 
a time of 7:48 gave Jasmine 
Mooney 27th place. Les-
ly Cruz (8:01) and Valerie 

Delagarza (8:02) also com-
peted for the Lady Longhorns, 

who were second in the team 
standings.

Bracing for a longer race, Dobie’s Alberto Campa 
easily won the season opener at La Porte’s North-
west Park, winning at 9 minutes, 54 seconds.

 The wins and losses 
didn't really play a huge 
role on opening week-
end, what with Dobie 
facing two bonafi de Re-
gion III powers and an-
other really good squad.
 As for those wins, Do-
bie's varsity team tennis 
squad grabbed one in 
four tries while playing 
the likes of Kingwood, 
Clear Creek and Clear 
Brook over the course 
of three days to open the 
season. 
 The team's win came 
via a 15-4 dismantling of 
La Porte, which the lo-
cals also defeated in last 
season's bidistrict playoff 
round.
 "It was hot for every-
body, but playing four 
matches in three days 
was almost too much 
right out of the gate," 
Dobie head coach Man-
uel Moreno Jr. said. "We 
are normally used to hav-
ing a couple of weeks to 
practice as a full team 

and get acclimated, but 
this year we are basically 
just on the go."
 Dobie began the season 
Sept. 10 with a 12-7 loss 
to former District 22-6A 
two-time champion King-
wood and then opened the 
Remembering Ike Invita-
tional with a 17-2 loss to 
Clear Creek 
 After beating La Porte 
15-4, the Longhorns lost 
the consolation fi nal to 
Clear Brook by a 17-2 
count.
 Dobie went up against 
Pearland in a nondistrict 
matchup Sept. 15 after 
22-6A foe Channelview 
bowed out of the season 
due to coronavirus con-
cerns. The Longhorns are 
to host Pasadena Sept. 22 
in league play, and team 

JFD netters enjoy tennis 
reboot despite rough start

offi cials have already told 
Moreno the Eagles may 
not be able to fi eld a full 
team due to those same 
coronavirus concerns.
 “We just have to nav-
igate this season the best 
we can," Moreno said. 
 “I certainly understand 
that some families prefer 
that their kids not play 
because of the virus,” 
Moreno said. 
 “I'm just excited for 
the kids who are out here 
working hard.”
 “Win or lose, they are 
enjoying being around 
their teammates and hav-
ing that team experience 
again after being off the 
court since March. I 
could tell they were hav-
ing fun with it, that and 
being part of a team.”  

Dobie team tennis returns to action

JFD hosts Pasadena
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2:30 p.m.

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader’s weekly 

HELP WANTED section!
11555 Beamer          281-481-5656

Advertise
In The

Leader

Turn those unwanted items 
in your garage and closets 

into cash. Bring ads into the 
Leader office by Tuesday 

or use the mail slot by the 
front door.

11555 Beamer11555 Beamer
281-481-5656281-481-5656



A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 6

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

A/C & Appliance Repair
• Former Sear’s Technician
• Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Thursday, September 17, 2020, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Page 7

THE AIR CONDITIONING AND

APPLIANCE PEOPLE
713-291-4612 • 346-375-2091

Service & Installation
Residential & Commercial

4210 Young St., Pasadena, TX 77504

HOME SERVICES
Fencing, Doors, House Painting 

& Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 713-515-3781 

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099
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Atkinson welcomes back students

Helping Truper Smith, a fi rst-grade student, fi nd his 
class are Lena Ortiz (left), Atkinson principal, and 
Sheri Graham, fi rst-grade teacher.

Fourth-grade teacher Tulu Sarkar is shown preparing 
for the beginning of the school day.

Donna Koonce (left), Atkinson pre-K teacher, watches 
her students Samantha Gomez (front), Angel Nguyen 
(middle) and Amyiry Johnson line up via social dis-
tancing.

First-grade teacher Sheri Graham (left) and pre-K 
teacher Donna Koonce pose for a picture before stu-
dents arrive.

Tracy Nguyen smiles as she opens her computer for the 
start of the day.  Photos by Terri Salazar

 The Houston Police De-
partment is inviting Hous-
ton-area high school students 
to apply to serve on the 2020-
2021 Youth Police Advisory 
Council (YPAC).
 Students who serve on the 

YPAC committee will ad-
dress issues affecting youth 
and the community, partic-
ipate in community service 
projects, and attend youth 
leadership conferences 
throughout the state. 

Applications accepted for students on the 2020-21 YPAC

Above, students walk in single fi le in the same direction as they switch 
classes during the day. Shown left are students walking to class, following 
the directional decals on the fl oor to ensure social distancing while in the 
stairwells.  Photos by Maria Mata

Jeremiah Deleon (left) and Mike Van Essen, Dobie9 principal, share an “air 
hug” on the fi rst day back to campus.

Students above are seated in compliance with social-distancing 
guidelines while they wait for classes to begin.

Dobie9 students return to campus

 Additionally, the YPAC 
committee meets regularly 
with Chief of Police Art Ace-
vedo and other top HPD offi -
cials. 
 YPAC members are re-
quired to meet fi ve times 

during the school year at 
the HPD Edward A. Thom-
as Building at 1200 Travis in 
downtown Houston.
 Applications are available 
online. The deadline to apply 
is Monday, Oct. 5, 2020.

 For additional in-
formation, visit https://
w w w. h o u s t o n t x . g ov / p o
lice/vip/ypac.htm, email 
r h o n d a . h o l m e s @ h o u s
tonpolice.org or call Rhonda 
Holmes at 713-308-3200.

24/7 VIRTUAL 
URGENT CARE. 
ANSWERS IN 
30 MINUTES.

GET THE CARE YOU NEED IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME.

Memorial Hermann healthcare providers are ready for you 
anytime day or night. Through eVisit, answer questions online 
or speak to a provider via video to get your diagnosis and 
personalized treatment—all within 30 minutes. So you can start 
feeling better, sooner.

Advancing health. 
Personalizing care.memorialhermann.org/virtual-urgent-care
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