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 The Wings Over Houston Airshow (WOHA), 
one of Houston’s largest annual events, will return 
to Ellington Airport October 14-15.
 Celebrating its 39th consecutive year, the event 
will include headline performances by the U.S. Air 
Force Thunderbirds. Discount tickets are available 
now at www.wingsoverhouston.com.
 “We’re thrilled to welcome the U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds back to the Wings Over Houston Air-
show after their fan-favorite performance in 2021,” 

said Bill Roach, executive director of WOHA. 
“This year’s show will be action-packed with high-
ly anticipated performances as well as displays of 
vintage aircraft, opportunities for guests to give to 
local businesses and the community, and interac-
tive areas for children and adults. We hope to build 
on last year’s record-setting attendance by hosting 
another unforgettable event for the community.”
 Led this year by a Houston native, the U.S.
 Continued on Page 3

Fire set behind sound barrier 

A homeless individual was arrested around 1:15 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 9, in connection to a 
fi re started at a homeless encampment behind a sound barrier wall along Beltway 8 near 
Sabo. The man was arrested on open warrant charges, while an arson investigation con-
tinues. Investigators said the suspect may be responsible for at least fi ve similar fi res in the 
South Belt community. Fires at such encampments have been a longstanding problem in 
the South Belt community. 

Annual airshow set for Oct. 14-15

 Childhood obesity continues to be a severe 
problem in the United States, putting children 
and adolescents at risk for poor health. 
 In observance of National Childhood Obesity 
Awareness in September, Harris County Public 
Health reminds families to follow healthy eating 
habits and to be physically active to avoid long-

term chronic diseases.
 Childhood obesity is defi ned as having a body 
mass index (BMI) at or above the 95th percentile 
for children of the same age and sex. Obesity in-
creases the risk for long-term health conditions, 
including type 2 diabetes, heart disease, stroke,
 Continued on Page 3

Sagemeadow seeks vendors
 Sagemeadow is seeking local vendors with 
handmade/homemade items for its second annual 
fall festival, set to take place Nov. 4 at Sagemead-
ow Park. Local businesses are also welcome. If in-
terested, email events@sagemeadow.org. 

Knights hold blood drive
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will host 
a blood drive Sunday, Sept. 17, at St. Luke the 
Evangelist, 11011 Hall Road, from 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Appointments preferred but not necessary. 
Donors must bring identifi cation. For information 
or to schedule an appointment, call Val Comeaux, 
713-582-5358 or visit www.commitforlife.org/
donor/schedules/geo.

Kirkwood to meet Sept. 25
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meeting 
will take place 6:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 25, at 
the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 Hughes 
Road near Beltway 8. Meetings are now sched-
uled for the last Monday of the month, rather 
than the last Thursday. For more information, 
call Kirkwood Civic Club President Ericka Mc-
Crutcheon at 281-989-9990.

Sageglen to meet Sept. 18
 Sageglen Community Association will hold 
a homeowner meeting Monday, Sept. 18, at the 
Sageglen Community Building, 11610 Sageyork, 
beginning at 7 p.m. All Sageglen residents are en-
couraged to attend. Refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call 281-481-2160.

Heavy trash pickup dates set
  City residents north of Fuqua and west of the 
Gulf Freeway will have heavy trash pickup Friday, 
Sept. 15 (second Friday of the month). September 
is for tree waste only. Pickups may be delayed. For 
more information, visit www.houstontx.gov/solid 
waste or call 311. 

Sagemeadow meets Sept. 21
 Sagemeadow subdivision’s monthly HOA meet-
ing will be held at The Gardens, 12001 Beamer 
Road Thursday, Sept. 21, at 7:15 p.m.  The guest 
speakers, Judge Jo Ann Delgado and Attorney 
Charles Daughtry, will provide a review of new 
laws passed by the Texas Legislature. This and all 
meetings are open to the public. For the meeting 
agenda or any information, visit www.sagemead-
ow.org.

New Covenant feeds needy
 New Covenant Christian Church, 10603 
Blackhawk, will distribute food the second and 
fourth Saturday monthly from noon to 1 p.m. or 
until supplies run out. The purpose of the pantry 
is to provide food to community people in need. 
For more  information, call 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Pct. 2 Constable Jerry Garcia 
will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, from 7:30 
to 8:30 a.m. each Thursday as part of the weekly 
Coffee with the Constable series. The next event 
is Sept. 14. For information, call Kay Barbour at 
713-419-3545.

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of active COVID-19 cases in the 
South Belt community increased in ZIP code 
77089 this past week but remained stagnant in 
the area’s remaining two ZIP codes, according to 
Harris County health offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, Sept. 12, there were 121 active 
cases in 77089, up 19 from the previous week. To 
date, 142 from the ZIP code have died from the 
disease, no increase from the previous week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 13 active cases, 
no change from the previous week. To date, there 
have been 84 deaths in the ZIP code, no increase 
from the previous week.
 In 77034, there were 22 active cases, no 
change from the previous week. To date, 92 res-
idents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the 
disease, no increase from the previous week.
 According to Harris County offi cials, the vast 
majority of the fatalities suffered from pre-exist-
ing health issues.
 Statistics are updated daily and include num-
bers from within the Houston city limits and 
throughout Harris County. To view an interactive 
map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arcgis.com/
pages/cumula tive-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 517 in League City to FM 2004/Camp Wallace 
Access Road in Dickinson/Texas City daily from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access Road in Dickinson/
Texas City to FM 519/Main Street in La Marque 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 519/Main Street in La Marque to Sailfi sh Street 
in Hitchcock daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.  
One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
Sailfi sh Street in Hitchcock to Galveston Causeway 
Bridge in Tiki Island daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sept. 30. 
 The closures are associated with an ongoing con-
struction project to widen the freeway from three to 
fi ve lanes in each direction and the frontage roads 
from two to three lanes in each direction.

 Clear Creek ISD will host a public meeting 
Wednesday, Sept. 20, to receive community in-
put on the district’s upcoming Nov. 7 tax-rate 
election and three different bond proposals.
 The community meeting will take place from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. at Clear Creek High School, 2305 
E. Main Street in League City.

Tax-rate election
 Clear Creek ISD is proposing a Voter-Ap-
proval Tax Rate Election, or a VATRE. This is 
an election required by the state that asks voters 
to consider approving a modifi ed tax rate to in-

crease revenue for student programs, maximize 
CCISD’s maintenance and operations funding, 
as well as teacher and staff salaries.
 Clear Creek ISD is seeking community feed-
back on the VATRE proposal, which would allow 
the district to increase local and state revenue by 
$17.5 million to pay for infl ationary costs associ-
ated with running a school district while not in-
creasing the Maintenance and Operations tax rate. 
 Under current law, the State requires public 
school districts to lower their tax rate when local
  Continued on Page 3

Clear Creek ISD to hold bond meeting
Sept. 20 public meeting seeks community input

 A group of local homeowner groups led by 
the Sagemont Civic Club recently hosted a can-
didate forum for all individuals vying for a po-
sition in the upcoming City of Houston general 
election on Nov. 7. 
 More than 30 candidates for mayor, city con-
troller and city council member attended the 
lively function held at The Gardens. While all 
local candidates were invited to take part in the 
event, some notable ones were absent, includ-
ing leading mayoral candidates state Sen. John 
Whitmire and U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee.

Civic groups host city candidate forum
Candidates for mayor, city council state position on current issues

 District E city council candidate Fred Flick-
inger said if elected, his priorities would include 
crime, infrastructure and fi nances. Dobie gradu-
ate and son of Leader publisher Marie Flickinger 
and Clear Brook City MUD board member Da-
vid Flickinger, Flickinger said his business back-
ground would elevate him over his competitor 
Humble ISD board president Martina Lemond 
Dixon. The cousin of former Dobie football star 
Trevor Cobb, Dixon listed infrastructure and 
fl ooding among her priorities if elected.
 Longtime South Belt resident and Kirkwood 
Civic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon, cur-
rently running for the city’s At-Large Position 
3 seat, discarded her original notes that stated 
she, like many other candidates on stage, want-
ed to address the city’s infrastructure, crime and 
fi nances. McCrutcheon instead told those in at-
tendance the election boiled down to philosophy 
and what type of leadership residents wanted.
 The night was not without its twists and turns.
 At one point of the evening, At-Large Position 
3 candidate Ethan Michelle Ganz stormed out of 
the building in protest after deeming one question 
about transgender use of bathrooms “hate speech.”
 “Trans women are real women!” screamed Ganz, 
who the campaign’s website describes as a “trans 
nonbinary activist and community organizer.”
 In a moment of levity, mayoral candidate David 
Lowy – who showed up fashionably late in a leop-

ard-print jacket and sunglasses – sang his 60-sec-
ond introduction to the tune of the Star Spangled 
Banner,” pitching himself as the fun candidate.
 The fast-paced structure of the crowded forum 
did not allow for debate, but rather a series of yes 
or no questions for the candidates, which were 
submitted online by residents.
 The Sagemont Civic Club is expected to post 
the candidates’ responses on its Facebook page in 
the coming days. The Leader will reprint the an-
swers once they are posted.

 The city’s crime problem seemed to be at the 
forefront of the evening, with more than half of 
the candidates saying it was their highest priority.
 City Controller candidate Dave Martin, cur-
rent term-limited District D city council member, 
emphasized his previous profession as an accoun-
tant, while candidates Chris Hollis, former Har-
ris County clerk, and Orlando Sanchez, former 
Harris County treasurer and former Houston city 
council member, touted their public service.
 At least three candidates on stage had ties to 
the South Belt community.

County spreads obesity awareness
September is Childhood Obesity Awareness Month

 Despite recently receiving a small amount of 
some much-needed rainfall, the City of Houston 
remained under Stage 2 of its Drought 
Contingency Plan at press time.
 The city’s Drought Contingency Plan calls for 
Stage 2  mandatory water conservation measures 
when the significant drop in annual rainfall and 
higher-than-normal daily temperatures lead to 
continued stress on the water system. Houston 
Public Works has recommended the implemen-
tation of a Stage 2  designation of the Drought 
Contingency Plan for the entire city, including 
systems that are supplied by groundwater only. 
 During Stage 2, outdoor water use will be 
restricted except for the following time periods:
 – Between the hours of 7 p.m. and 5 a.m. with 
the following schedule: 
 – Sundays and Thursdays for single-family 
residential customers with even-numbered street 
addresses. 
 – Saturdays and Wednesdays for single-fami-
ly residential customers with odd-numbered 
street addresses. 
 – Tuesdays and Fridays for all other customers. 
 Any water customer who violates these water-
ing times will be issued a written warning for a 
first-time violation. Any subsequent violations 
are subject to a fine up to $2,000 for each occur-
rence of the offense (Section 54.001 of the Texas 

Local Government Code).
 Residents are also encouraged to do the fol-
lowing to prevent loss of water: 
 – Check and repair water leaks, including 
dripping faucets and running toilets. 
 – Check sprinkler heads to make sure water is 
not spraying into the street or directly into a storm 
drain and/or gutters. Typically, more than 5 min-
utes of sprinkler use creates runoff into the street.
 – Run dishwashers and washing machines 
only when full.
 – Take shorter showers.
 Additional water conservation tips can be 
found at www.houstonpublicworks.org/water
conservation.
 Despite receiving their water from the same 
source as the city, South Belt residents serviced 
by local municipal utility districts are unaffected 
by the drought plan.
 According to Clear Brook City MUD board 
member Chris Clark, the local districts are able to 
avoid the stricter regulations because their infra-
structure is newer and better maintained. 
Additionally, the MUD’s smaller size allows crews 
to respond to water line breaks more quickly than 
their city counterparts.
 Find more details about the City of Houston’s 
Drought Contingency Plan at www.houstonpub
licworks.org/water-conservation-plan.

City drought plan remains active
Stage 2 of plan still in place despite recent rains

  Houston fi refi ghters responded to a house fi re 
around 12:45 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 2, in the 9000 
block of North Jewel Bend near Fuqua and Black-
hawk.
 According to Houston Fire Department offi -
cials, fi refi ghters arrived on scene within six min-
utes to fi nd smoke coming from a one-story house. 
They checked the house and found fi re in the attic. 
 There was extensive damage and charring to the 
attic, however, a broken water pipe helped to keep 
the fi re from spreading and contained it. 

 Crews extinguished the hot spots and shut off 
the utilities. The resident had been cooking on the 
patio when grease spilled causing a fi re and spread. 
 The fi re caused an estimated $60,000 in dam-
age. Firefi ghters were able to save approximately 
$252,000 in property
 The fi re was determined to be unintentional in 
nature. 
 No injuries were reported. 
 Firefi ghters from stations 52, 23, 70, 36, 61 and 
29 responded to this incident.

 A fi re at a homeless encampment located be-
hind a sound barrier wall along Beltway 8 near 
Sabo led to an arrest early Saturday, Sept. 9.
 According to offi cials with Harris County 
Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s offi ce, dep-
uties responded to the blaze around 1:15 a.m. to 
fi nd a homeless individual returning to the fi re to 
retrieve some items.
 Precinct 2 deputies tried to contain the fi re un-
til fi refi ghters arrived on the scene. Once emer-
gency crews from the Houston Fire Department 
arrived on the scene and was able to contain the 
blaze, deputies detained and identifi ed the home-
less male and discovered he had open warrants 

with the Harris County Sheriff’s Offi ce. 
 Deputies contacted the Harris County District 
Attorney’s Offi ce to see if arson charges could 
be fi led. The subject was transported to The Har-
ris County Joint Processing center where he was 
booked into custody for his warrant. 
 Additional charges for arson are pending fur-
ther investigation.
 Investigators said the suspect may be respon-
sible for at least fi ve other similar fi res in the 
area.
 The city was notifi ed of the encampment hid-
den behind the sound barrier wall, and a work 
order was put in for the trash to be removed.

Firefighters respond to house fire

Homeless encampment fire leads to arrest
Suspect may be responsible for at least 5 similar fires

Mayor, Martin attend gala

Mayor Sylvester Turner (left) and District E City Council Member and Mayor Pro Tem 
Dave Martin recently attended the Ensemble Theater’s 47th annual Black-Tie Gala. 
Turner was presented the prestigious Legacy of Leadership Award at the event for his 
efforts in elevating the arts during the last eight years. Both Turner and Martin are term 
limited this year.

 The South Belt community received some 
much-needed rainfall Wednesday, Sept. 6, fol-
lowing weeks of drought conditions.
  According to the Harris County Flood Con-
trol District, the rain gauge at the Beamer Ditch 
and Hughes Road, 0.68 inches of rain fell in the 
Sagemont area over a 24-hour period, with most 
falling in just a couple hours.
  Despite the rainfall, the City of Houston re-
mains in Stage 2 of its Drought Contingency 
Plan, which limits residents water use. Residents 
serviced by local utility districts are not affected 
by the water restrictions.

Sagemont finally 
gets some rainfall
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Elected offi cials share their words

 Leader 
obituary 

policy
Obituaries submitted to 

the Leader 
are published free of 
charge. There must 

be a South Belt 
connection. 

Obituaries are edited 
to the Leader style.

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

 John Bert Williams was 
born in the Heights Hospi-
tal in Houston, on Nov. 16, 
1938, to Bernice (Dinklage) 
Jackson and John Williams 
Sr. He attended Immanual 
Lutheran School in Hous-
ton and then Lutheran High, 
where he met his beloved 
wife Valeria (Freels). They 
were both voted “Most Ath-
letic” and were homecom-
ing king and queen in their 
senior year, 1956. John at-
tended Valparaiso Universi-
ty on a football scholarship, 
earning a degree in electrical 
engineering.
  John and Val were mar-
ried in Houston at Trinity 
Lutheran downtown on Dec. 
20, 1959. They moved to the 
Washington, D.C. area for 
a time where John worked 
for Goddard while complet-
ing his master’s degree in 
electrical engineering from 
George Washington Univer-
sity. They returned to live in 
Houston in 1965, where John 
worked at NASA until his 
retirement in 1995. They had 
four children: Janet, Phillip, 
Christopher and Gregory. 
John was always extremely 
involved in the community 
of Sagemont, coaching his 
children in baseball and bas-
ketball, serving as president 
of the Sagemont/Beverly 
Hills Little League, and at-
tending every school and 
community activity in which 
his children were involved. 
He and Val became mem-
bers of Hope Lutheran in 
Friendswood, also in 1965, 
and he was a devoted and 
generous member. He loved 
to sing and participated in 
choir, taught Sunday School 
classes (many of his stu-
dents, now grown, learned 
details of the life of Martin 
Luther thanks to his teach-
ing), served as president of 
the congregation, and was a 
staunch supporter of the pas-
tors and their staff through 
the years.
 John was ever a lifelong 
learner and his interests were 
many and varied. Looking 

around his offi ce at home, 
one could see evidence of 
a keen mind and a sincere 
desire to learn by his collec-
tion books on theology next 
to books in German, books 
of German and Spanish 
grammar, “National Geo-
graphics,” alongside some 
fi ction and nonfi ction books, 
nestled between shelves of 
music CDs (from baroque to 
classical, rock and jazz) and 
many, many maps. John was 
an expert at planning trips 
for his entire family, includ-
ing unforgettable summer 
trips across the entire coun-
try and Mexico when his 
children were young, to once 
in a lifetime trips that in-
cluded his own children and 
their families to Ireland, Ha-
waii, and always, always Big 
Bend National Park. He was 
fascinated by history and the 
genealogy of family, which 
led him to research and write 
chapters on his family histo-
ry and that of his wife’s as 
well. 
 He made contact with 
family and friends in Germa-
ny, which sparked friendship 
and frequent travel between 
Germany and the U.S. Those 
written genealogies remain a 
treasure for his children and 
their families, as well as for 
extended family members. 
 The many photographs of 
children and grandchildren 
seen throughout the house, 
in his offi ce, and printed 
from the computer, show a 
father and grandfather who 
was completely devoted to 
them. His fi erce support of 
his children extended to his 
grandchildren as well. The 
death of his son Christopher, 
in 1995, was a source of 
profound grief, yet his deep 
pride in Chris continued, as 
with all his children. 
 John was hospitalized 
on two different occasions 
through the summer, but 
his family is ever thankful 
that he went home and died 
peacefully in his sleep the 
morning of Saturday, Sept. 
2, 2023.  John was preced-
ed in death by his parents, 
brothers Graham Jackson 
and Grover Williams, and 
son Christopher Williams. 
Those who remain to mourn 
and yet celebrate his life in-
clude his wife of 63 years; 
his children and their fami-
lies, Janet Williams Ludwig 
(husband David, children 
Benjamin and Christopher), 
Phillip Williams (wife Mary, 
children Christopher and 
Elizabeth), Gregory Wil-
liams (wife Tamara, child 
Jack); his brother William 
Jackson; extended fami-
ly; and many friends in the 
community whom he also 
esteemed as family.
 John’s family misses him 
very much and are extremely 
thankful for the love and sup-
port family and friends have 
showered upon him, and all 
of them today and through the 
years and for being part of his 
family and his community.

John Bert 
Williams

Deaths

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to browse, check out and 
return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For information, visit https://
houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learning-7556 or 
call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, Sept. 14, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Thursday, Sept. 14, 4 – 5 p.m. Family storytime. Registration required.
 Monday, Sept. 18, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The library continues to provide online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items 
such as FLIP kits or laptops should not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for 
research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents 
with a library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s 
What’s Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a 
link for a temporary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Re-
sources for Kids accesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library 
Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual program is Craft.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 
24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-au-
diobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. 
Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for 
holds and check-out. HPL has a  collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog 
for previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on download-
ing the e-book or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. The library will follow state and county guidelines for 
mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Sept. 14, 10 – 11:30 a.m. Conversation club.
 Thursday, Sept. 14, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Monday, Sept. 18, 6 – 7 p.m. Family story time.
 Monday, Sept. 18, 6 – 7 p.m. Conversation club.
 Tuesday, Sept. 19, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Tuesday, Sept. 19, 1 – 2 p.m. Pre Interview practice.
 Tuesday, Sept. 19, 1 – 2 p.m. D&D.
 Wednesday, Sept. 20, 11:15 – 12:15 p.m. Family Place: Child workshop. Registration required.
 Wednesday, Sept. 20, 4 – 5:30 p.m. Laser cutter orientation. Registration required.
 Wednesday, Sept. 20, 6 – 7 p.m. Adult craft: Bad art night.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://
www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

SJC receives ACCT Equity Award
 The Association of Com-
munity College Trustees has 
awarded the San Jacinto Col-
lege board of trustees with the 
ACCT Western Region Equity 
Award.
 “ACCT’s member col-
leges and the individuals who 
serve them work tirelessly, 
often with little recognition,” 
said ACCT President and 
CEO Jee Hang Lee. “We are 
proud to shine a spotlight on 
some of the nation’s best pub-
lic servants and professionals 
through our regional awards 
program.” 
 According to the ACCT 
website, to be eligible for the 
award, the board must have 
demonstrated evidence of 
leadership in setting policies 
that promote and enhance op-
portunities for institutional di-
versity, inclusion and equity 
for women, persons of color, 
LGBTQs or members of any 
other underrepresented or un-
derserved population that has 
occurred within the last fi ve 
years regarding the following:
 – Increases in access by 
underrepresented or under-
served populations and in-
creases in completion of the 
educational objectives (attain-
ment of a degree, certifi cate, 
credential, transfer or gainful 
employment) of those popula-
tions.
 – Increases in the institu-
tion’s workforce and lead-
ership positions by under-
represented or underserved 
populations.
 – Success of the institu-
tion’s community engagement 
or outreach efforts in attract-
ing and maintaining the in-
terests of underrepresented or 
underserved populations re-
garding the institution.
 “The San Jacinto College 
board of trustees is deeply 
committed to access, equity 
and the success of all of our 
students,” said Marie Flick-
inger, San Jacinto College 
board of trustees chair. “Our 
college mission, our college 
values, and our college stra-

tegic plan each refl ect our 
commitment to ensuring that 
any student who attends San 
Jacinto College has the fi nan-
cial means to do so and the re-
sources they need in order to 
reach their full potential.”
 The college has grown its 
equity efforts through its work 
on the Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion Council. The rede-
sign of this council, using an 
intraorganizational collective 
impact model, resulted in ex-
ponential increases in equity 
work across all departments. 
More than 120 employees 
are directly engaged with the 
council and all employees are 
involved with DEI work.
 “This council’s approach 
to equity work has built mo-
mentum around the impor-
tance of diversity and inclu-
sivity by providing leadership 
and guidance in expanding the 
college community’s under-
standing of the importance of 
equity work and how it touch-
es each individual personally,” 
added Flickinger.
 Through the Promise @ 
San Jac Scholarship, the col-
lege is improving access in 
areas with low college-going 
rates. The San Jacinto College 
board of trustees has been ac-
tively engaged in fundraising 
for and promoting the schol-
arship, while also monitor-
ing student success data and 
speaking with community 
leaders about the Promise @ 
San Jac Scholarship impact. 
To date, more than 3,600 stu-
dents have taken advantage 
of the Promise Scholarship, 
putting them on a pathway to 
a debt-free certifi cate or asso-
ciate degree. An additional 3, 
219 students will begin their 
Promise journey this fall.
 From 2017-2022, Hispan-
ic enrollment at the college 
increased by more than fi ve 
percent while black/Afri-
can-American enrollment has 
remained stable. Also during 
this period, the number of de-
grees awarded rose by eight 
percent, and university trans-

fers after earning 15 credits 
increased by nine percent. The 
college has been ranked 10th 
overall by “The Hispanic Out-
look on Education Magazine” 
for awarding associate de-
grees and two of the college’s 
programs received the 2020-
2021 Excellence and Equity 
in Community College STEM 
awards.
 San Jacinto College is an 
active participant in many 
community events, including 
parades, chambers, econom-
ic development groups and 
organizations that benefi t the 
local community or represent 
specifi c populations. In addi-
tion, the college is committed 
to bringing quality, education-
al, on-campus programs to its 
community to audiences of all 
ages. These include summer 
camps, theater programs, ath-
letics, fi nancial and wellness 
programs for seniors, STEM 
and educational events, as 
well as career fairs in partner-
ship with organizations such 
as the Texas Workforce Com-
mission.
 “Events such as Mind 
Trekkers, a STEM carnival for 
area youth and their families, 
brings individuals to campus 
who may not otherwise have 
an opportunity to come to 
San Jacinto College,” said Dr. 
Brenda Hellyer, San Jacinto 
College chancellor. “Not only 
are these young students ex-
periencing a college campus, 
some for the fi rst time, but 
they are also able to have fun 
with science and learn about 
possible careers.”
 ACCT’s Regional Awards 
recognize the tremendous 
contributions made by trust-
ees, equity programs, chief ex-
ecutive offi cers, faculty mem-
bers, and professional board 
staff. Colleges recognized at 
the regional level will be ac-
knowledged and one award 
recipient will be announced 
during the Annual ACCT 
Awards Gala on Wednesday, 
Oct. 11, as part of the 2023 
ACCT Leadership Congress.

Jones promotes
RFID wallets
 My daughter bought a Visa gift card 
at Kroger for one of her co-workers who 
was moving on to a better job. When the 
co-worker tried to redeem the card, the 
balance was zero because some hacker/
thief with a card reader accessed the in-
formation off the card as she was check-
ing it out. 
 According to the Visa representative, 
Visa does not reimburse the amount sto-
len nor does Kroger. 
 Be careful when shopping; Christmas 
is fast approaching, and also per Visa, 
the thieves/hackers are gearing up. Buy 
an RFID wallet or card sleeve to protect 
your cards and be very aware and wary 
of people standing too close to you and/or 
lingering at check out.      

 Sandra Jones

King discusses
Metro ride costs
 I think most people understand that tax-
payers hugely subsidize those who ride 
transit. But with the collapse of ridership 
since the pandemic and Metro’s burgeon-
ing expenses, the subsidy has reached an 
unprecedented level.
 In FY2021-2022, Metro’s total expens-
es were $1.34 billion. However, that in-
cluded $194 million that was rebated to 
cities in the Metro service area for street 
repairs and improvements. Of course, 
the lion’s share of those rebates goes to 
the City of Houston. Metro’s net expens-
es after these rebates were $941 million. 
During that year, Metro had just over 60 
million riders. Therefore, the cost per ride 
was about $15.66.
 Metro’s fare revenue for the year was 
just under $39 million. That works out to 
an average fare of about $.64 So, on av-
erage, riders are paying a little over 4% of 
the cost of their transportation.
That ratio will likely improve somewhat 
over the next several years, assuming that 
Metro’s ridership will ultimately recover to 

In My Opinion
its pre-pandemic level. But immediately 
before COVID, Metro still only recovered 
about 9% of its costs at the fare box ($.85 
fare v $9.60 cost).
 It appears that Metro’s subsidy is higher 
than most other U.S. transit agencies. Ac-
cording to data from the American Public 
Transit Association, fares made up about 
20% of operating costs nationwide imme-
diately before the pandemic. The APTA 
data is fairly summary, so it is hard to tell 
whether this is a precise apples-to-apples 
comparison. It may also be the case that 
very large transit systems, like NYC, skew 
this number. But it seems likely that Met-
ro is, at least, a laggard in recovering its 
costs from fares among the nation’s transit 
agencies.
 But the bottom line is that we need to 
understand that we are devoting huge 
amounts of tax revenue to subsidizing 
transit.  Transit advocates counter that we 
also subsidize road construction with gen-
eral tax revenues, which is true. But most 
studies have estimated that fuel taxes and 
tolls pay about half of the costs of high-
way and street construction. So, the tran-
sit subsidy is much higher in percentage 
terms and only benefi ts the roughly 1% of 
Americans who use transit.
 I think we need to begin to ask ourselves 
whether these massive transit subsidies 
are the optimum use of our tax dollars. For 
example, the City of Houston is giving up 
about $700 million of potential sales tax 
each year to Metro. That is enough money 
to solve every fi nancial challenge the City 
is facing and have money left over. We 
could fund the pensions, hire more police 
offi cers, fi x the streets, settle with the fi re 
fi ghters and redo decrepit water lines and 
meters . . . all the of things Houstonians 
have repeatedly sad in surveys they would 
like to see the City do.
 I am not suggesting this is an “either-or” 
question or that we should just shut tran-
sit down altogether. But I think it is time 
to carefully consider how much of our tax 
dollars we want to devote to a transporta-
tion mode in decline and, at least in Hous-
ton, mostly serves an area where popula-
tion growth has largely stalled.

Bill King

R.A.D. training offered by Pct. 2
 Harris County Precinct 
2 is offering a self-defense 
R.A.D. training course Sept. 
18-21. 
 This course, for women 
12 years of age and up, is 
“an exceptional opportuni-
ty to enhance their personal 
safety,” says Susana Castillo 
of Adrian Garcia’s offi ce.
 Precinct 2, in collabora-
tion with Self Defense for 
Women by Women, proudly 
presents R.A.D (Rape Ag-
gression Defense) Training, 
an intensive self-defense 
program designed exclu-
sively for females.
 As personal safety re-

mains a priority, Precinct 2 
has teamed up with SDWW 
to bring an immersive train-
ing experience at no cost. 
 This program is aimed to 
equip participants with the 
practical skills and knowl-
edge to confi dently handle 
various situations.
 Visit this link for detailed 
information on answers to 
frequently asked questions 
or to register for the course: 
https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJEp
K j c aw 3 T P s B B o J S U _ k i
K X z - d Y s M 0 o k _ v i u W
gA1ARk26FQ/viewform.
 Early registration is ad-

vised as limited spots are 
available and full atten-
dance every day is essential 
for the successful comple-
tion of the training.
 Regarding the course, 
Castillo remarked, “Let’s 
collectively take a step to-
ward enhanced safety and 
empowerment.
 “We’re looking forward 
to welcoming you to the 
R.A.D training.”
 For further informa-
tion or inquiries, reach out 
to The Risk Management 
Team by emailing pct2safe-
tydepartment@pct2.hctx.
net.

 Dr. Destry Dokes has 
been named provost of the 
San Jacinto College Genera-
tion Park Campus, effective 
Sept. 1, 2023.

 With more than 20 years 
of leadership experience in 
the medical and higher ed-
ucation administration sec-
tors, and a doctorate degree 
in business administration 
from Walden University, 
Dokes has shown his ability 
to hold organizational lead-
ership roles.
 He serves as board chair, 
YMCA Lake Houston; board 
member, Partnership Lake 
Houston; and past president 
for Summer Creek Rotary 
Club. Additionally, Dokes 
has been instrumental in 
developing several partner-
ships such as Humble ISD, 
Service Wire Co., and East 
Harris County Empower-

ment Council.
 Dokes and his team have 
continued to develop campus 
enrollment as a result of de-
veloping strong community 
partnerships. “I am excited 
about the development of the 
Center for Entrepreneurship 
because we will be able to 
offer fi nancial, digital liter-
acy, marketing, and other 
courses to help support en-
trepreneurs and small busi-
ness owners,” said Dokes.
 “Listening to the school 
districts, community, and in-
dustry partners will help us 
further shape our learning 
and training model.” 
 Prior to coming to San Ja-
cinto College in 2020, Dokes 

 Harris County Community 
Services Department will hold 
three public meetings through-
out the county gathering com-
munity feedback to develop 
the department’s fi ve-year con-
solidated plan.
 The Consolidated Plan rep-
resents the county's vision for 
improving the quality of life 
in the county's low-to-mod-
erate-income areas, identify-
ing needs and resources for 
affordable housing, homeless 
services, and community and 
economic development, and 
establishing a strategic plan to 
meet those needs.
 The purpose of these meet-

ings will be to help develop the 
plan with broad citizen input.
 The county will fund, im-
plement, and/or support these 
initiatives through the annual 
federal allocation for Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant, HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program, and 
Emergency Solutions Grant 
(ESG) Program, all of which 
are funding sources from the 
United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment).
 The plan will explain the 
long-term goals and objec-
tives for improving the qual-
ity of life for fi nancially chal-

lenged residents and specifi c 
steps to making improvements 
throughout the next fi ve years.
 The meeting schedule is: 
 • Thursday, Sept. 21. – 
4:30 – 7:30 p.m., Hockley 
Community Center (28515 
Old Washington Roadd, 
Hockley).
 • Thursday, Sept. 28 – 
Virtual Meeting on Micro-
soft Teams, 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
(Link: bit.ly/ConPlanMeet-
ing, Meeting ID: 285 800 412 
407, Passcode: XgEtTK).
 • Thursday, Oct. 5 – 4:30-
7:30 p.m.  Barbara Jordan 
Community Center (6400 
Winfi eld Road. 

Community invited to county meeting

Dokes named San Jac provost

 He has been serving as 
the executive director of the 
campus since 2020. 
 “Dr. Dokes has been an 
integral part of the vision of 
our Generation Park Cam-
pus,” said Dr. Brenda Helly-
er, San Jacinto College chan-
cellor.
 “We anticipate that 
growth at the Generation 
Park Campus will continue 
with additional dual credit 
enrollment, the development 
and expansion of the entre-
preneurship program, and 
continued community part-
nerships in the Lake Hous-
ton region. Dr. Dokes is in-
strumental in continuing the 
growth of San Jacinto Col-
lege in this area.” 

Dr. Destry Dokes

 The Sagemont Park 
Community Improvement 
Association will hold their 
homeowner’s meeting on 
Thursday, Sept. 21, at the 
Gardens Event Centre, 
12001 Beamer, from 6:30 to 

8 p.m. Items on the agenda 
for the meeting include the 
election of offi cers (board 
of directors) for the up-
coming year (2023-2024), 
proposed deed restriction 
changes, deed restriction 

violations and community 
improvement issues and ac-
tions.  
 All are invited to at-
tend this meeting, which is 
open for all Sagemont Park 
homeowners and residents. 

Sagemont Park to meet Sept. 21

Elena 
Puente Macias

 Elena Puente Macias tran-
sitioned back into spirit Dec. 
5, 2022, in Houston. She was 
blessed to have celebrated 71 
years before returning home. 
 Elena was born Sept. 9, 
1951, in Cuero, Texas to Al-
bertano and Maria Puente. 
She attended school in Cuero 
and graduated as a member of 
the National Honor Society in 
1970. She then went on to at-
tend and graduate from Vic-
toria Commercial College in 
1971. She also attended San 
Jacinto College in Houston 
and was inducted into Phi The-
ta Kappa Society in 1992.
 In 1972, she married Dan-
iel H. Macias, also a native of 
Cuero. They celebrated their 
golden (50th) anniversary in 
July 2022.
 As newlyweds, she con-
vinced her husband to move to 
Houston. In 1975, they found 
their forever home in the South 
Belt area and had two children.
 One of her most memorable 
employments was working as 
the registrar for J. Frank Dobie 
High School for several years. 
She found great pleasure in 
working alongside then princi-
pal, Jerry Speer, and the offi ce 
and teacher staff that made the 
workdays entertaining.
 Among the friends and 
family welcoming her spir-
it back home were a parental 
grandmother and parental aunt 
who both held a very special 
place in her heart and mem-
ories, as well as both parents, 
two brothers, one sister and 
two nephews.
 Elena is survived by her 
husband; her daughter; her 
son; two brothers and their 
wives, Mike (Esther) Puente 
and Paul (Bora) Puente; two 
sisters; two grandchildren; 
two great-granddaughters; as 
well as much-loved nieces and 
nephews.
 She was cremated in De-
cember 2022 but the family 
chose not to hold any kind of 
service at that time. Instead, 
they invited family and friends 
across Texas to celebrate her 
life, visiting Cuero on Satur-
day, Sept. 9, for what would 
have been her 72nd birthday. 
 A ceremony was held at the 
Hillside Cemetery and was fol-
lowed by lunch where memo-
ries about their beloved Elena 
were shared.
 Her husband commissioned 
Ruben Ramos, El Gato Negro, 
to perform a few songs during 
the gathering to mark and hon-
or Elena’s remembrance day.

 A visitation for JD Moli-
na, 49, will be held Monday, 
Sept. 18, 2023, from 5 to 9 
p.m. at Forest Park Lawndale 
Funeral Home, 6900 Lawn-
dale St., Houston, TX 77023. 
 The funeral service will 
occur Tuesday, Sept. 19, from 
10 to 11 a.m. with a commit-
tal service to follow at 11 
a.m. at Forest Park Lawndale 
Funeral Home & Forest Park 
Lawndale.
 See next week’s Leader 
for obituary.

Juan “JD”
Molina

SJC, Bezos open tuition-free preschool
 Recently, San Jacin-
to College celebrated the 
opening of Bezos Acad-
emy – North Shore, a tui-
tion-free, Montessori-in-
spired preschool on the 
College’s North Campus. 
More than 40 elected offi-
cials, community members, 
and teachers and staff from 
San Jacinto College and 
Bezos Academy gathered 
for the ribbon-cutting at the 
preschool. 
 “San Jacinto College 
is honored to partner with 
Bezos Academy to bring 
quality, no-cost education 
to San Jacinto College stu-
dents and our community,” 
said Dr. Brenda Hellyer, 
San Jacinto College chan-
cellor. “Programs such 

as this instill important 
learning in children from a 
young age, including traits 
that will serve them well 
through their educational 
journey. Bezos Academy 
provides a critical resource 
for many of our students 
and working parents who 
we know count on reliable 
preschool so that they can 
focus on completing their 
education.”
 Bezos Academy Hous-
ton – North Shore features 
four classrooms, with ca-
pacity for 80 students. The 
preschool offers year-round 
programming, five days a 
week for children between 
the ages of three and five. 
The preschool’s Montes-
sori-inspired approach is 

designed to meet every 
child where they are, and to 
help them learn and grow 
at their own pace. Bezos 
Academy covers operating 
expenses for the preschool 
at no cost to eligible fam-
ilies, providing everything 
the children need during 
the day including meals 
and educational materials. 
 “Offering free preschool 
on a college campus can 
unlock opportunities for 
students, staff, and families 
throughout a community,” 
said Mike George, Pres-
ident of Bezos Academy. 
“Thank you to San Jacinto 
College for sharing our vi-
sion and helping us support 
East Harris County’s stu-
dents of all ages.”

 Bezos Academy Hous-
ton – North Shore classes 
are full for the 2023-2024 
school year. Applications 
opened earlier this year 
and students were selected 
through a lottery. Families 
earning up to 400 percent 
of the Federal Poverty Lev-
el are eligible, with admis-
sion preferences given to 
foster children and children 
experiencing homeless-
ness. For more details on el-
igibility or to add your child 
to the waitlist, visit apply.
bezosacademy.org. Read 
more about Bezos Acad-
emy’s commitment to the 
Houston area here: https://
www.houstontx.gov/may-
or/press/2022/bezos-acade-
my-pre-schools.html. 

 U.S. Congressman Brian Babin (TX-
36) issued the following statement regard-
ing the Biden administration’s new regula-
tions to prohibit oil and gas production in 
Alaska.
 “Joe Biden’s war on domestic energy is 
absurd,” said Babin. “He has prohibited oil 
production and drilling on millions of acres 
of oil-rich U.S. land while countries like 
Russia and Saudi Arabia – who seek to 
disrupt our economy and take advantage 
when America shows weakness – are 
deliberately cutting their energy output to 
hurt us.
 “To make matters worse, the president 
has reduced our Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve – oil that is supposed to be pre-
served for national crises – to its lowest 
level in 40 years. Biden’s new move is be-
yond foolish and will continue the surge of 
gasoline prices, further burdening Amer-

ican families already struggling to afford 
groceries and pay bills under his failed 
economy.
 “Our so-called Commander in Chief 
has essentially made us powerless 
against Russian and Saudi production 
cuts – the consequences of which will be 
costly to all. If you’re wondering how this 
makes sense, it doesn’t. This president is 
intentionally risking our national security 
and forcing you to pay more at the pump 
because he and his cronies hate oil and 
gas. It is as simple as that.”
 For more context, click https://www.
foxnews.com/politics/manchin-torch-
biden-banning-oil-drilling-across-millions-
acres-assault-economy and https://www.
britbart.com/clips/2023/09/06/fbns-en
ergy-analyst-fl ynn-we-cant-do-anything-
about-saudi-russian-oil-cuts-because-
spr-is-drained/.

spent six years at Houston 
Community College where 
he served as an advisor, in-
terim president of HCC 
Northeast College, and chief 
operations offi cer of HCC 
Northwest. Before his career 
in higher education, Dokes 
served in administrative 
roles in the Houston Medical 
Center. “I appreciate Chan-
cellor Hellyer’s confi dence 
in me to continue leading the 
Generation Park Campus,” 
said Dokes.
 “I look forward to grow-
ing new and current partner-
ships in this area to provide 
San Jacinto College students 
and industry partners the 
best opportunities.”
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April Roark, seventh-grade RLA teacher (left), keeps her students en-
gaged as she instructs them. Shown, left to right, are Roark, Hailey 
Martinez, Nevaeh Mata-Williams, Estrella Triminio, Vanessa Udoh, 

Beverly Hills Intermediate students begin new year

Elijah Thurman, Saleen Talavera, Alexis Ruiz, Andrew Amezcua, An-
tonio Flores, Anthony Risco Martinez, Esmeralda Martinez and Sophia 
Serafi ne.

UHCL unveils upgraded welcome center
 University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake marked the 
grand opening of its new 
Welcome Center Aug. 31, 
with university administra-
tors, faculty, staff and stu-
dents in attendance to cele-
brate.
 The freshly upgraded 
UHCL Welcome Center is 
the home of the offi ce of 
admissions and is located 
on the fi rst fl oor of the stu-
dent services and classroom 
building. 
 Its aim is to be the central 
hub for prospective students 
during an in-person vis-
it, and for current students 
seeking information about 
everything UH-Clear Lake 
has to offer during an in-per-
son visit – all in one place.
 “The university placed a 
priority on this renovation 
in order to create a more 
welcoming and effi cient op-
erations center for the pri-
mary delivery of support 
services to our students,” 
said Vice President for Ad-
ministration and Finance 
Mark Denney. 
 “This is the central lo-
cation for our students to 
get support and assistance 
as they move through the 
enrollment process, regis-
tration for the  courses they 
need, fi nancial aid support or 
scheduling advising. It will 
also facilitate the enrollment 

process of new students 
throughout the year.”
 The center’s state-of-the-
art presentation room is now 
equipped to host recruiting 
events, high school student 
groups and more.
 “We are so pleased to 
welcome tours and families 
to our campus,” said UHCL 
President Richard Walker. 
“Meeting prospective stu-
dents here in our new, ex-

panded Welcome Center  
has been part of our vision 
for a long time. It’s critical 
to start talking to students 
very early about the possi-
bilities of their college ed-
ucation, and all that it en-
tails.”
 He said that bringing 
more groups onto campus 
was a very exciting pros-
pect. “We invested in creat-
ing a space that was inten-

tionally designed to meet 
the needs of our prospective 
students and their families. 
At UHCL, students come 
fi rst,” Walker said. 
 “We understand the im-
portance of providing a 
unique and memorable ex-
perience — from the time 
they step foot on the campus 
as a prospective student all 
the way through their entire 
educational experience.”

University of Houston – Clear Lake mascot 
Hunter the Hawk (left) high-fi ves UHCL 

President Richard Walker in celebration of 
inaugurating the new welcome center.

Beverly Hills Bears practice
gesture drawing

Students participating in art classes at Beverly Hills Intermediate have started the 
year refi ning their gesture drawing techniques, which involves capturing the essen-
tial feeling or movement of a subject in sometimes exaggerated poses. Shown above, 
left to right, are (front row) Genesis Pavon, Zaria Johnson, (back row) Sophia Villa-
real, Lizbeth Hinojosa, Isabella Garcia and Monica Luna.

Emory Gadd named South Houston High’s Spirit Award recipient
 Paul Revere saw lantern 
lights in the church steeple. 
Lord Nelson spotted French 
sails on the horizon. The 
Rev. Emory Gadd encoun-
tered a pink Victory Bell that 
wouldn’t ring.
 It was his call to arms as 
an ever-faithful Trojan from 
South Houston High School.
 For services above and be-
yond the call of duty, Gadd 
has been named the recip-
ient of the 2023 David M. 
Ainsworth Alumni Spirit 
Award, presented annually 
by the South Houston High 
Alumni Association during 
the school’s fall homecoming 
celebration.
 The award recognizes a 
South Houston graduate who 
has made signifi cant contri-
butions to alumni-related ac-
tivities. Gadd, a 1965 grad, 
has served the South Belt 
and South Houston commu-
nities for most of the past 
half-century in his roles as 
associate pastor and director 
of community involvement 
for Sagemont Church.
 For roughly three decades, 
Gadd’s ministerial focus was 
“across the freeway” – at 
Dobie High School, which 
opened in 1968 as a South 
Houston spinoff brought on 
by rapid suburban growth in 
the area. Serving as youth 
minister at Sagemont Church, 
Gadd embraced a second role 
as a guidance volunteer and 
football statistician at Dobie.

 His alma mater, he admits, 
became more of a distant 
memory – until 2007.
 Gadd was invited back 
to campus by then-Principal 
Steve Fullen to address in-
coming freshmen. It was then 
that he noticed something 
shocking in the school’s Spir-
it Courtyard.
  The Trojans’ cherished 
Victory Bell had turned pink!
 “What’s with this?” Gadd 
asked Fullen.
 The principal explained 
that over the 45 years since 
the bell was installed, the 
Texas sun had bleached the 
original fi re-engine red paint. 
The bell’s frame and base had 
turned pink. But it was worse 
than that, Fullen said.
 The bell didn’t ring.
 Exuberant football play-
ers, Fullen explained, had 
cracked it while sounding out 
the good news following a 
victory.
 “Well, we couldn’t have a 
clunker for a bell,” Gadd said.
 “We needed a new one. 
And I told Fullen, ‘I’m gonna 
get you a new one!’”
 The principal located an 
identical replacement from a 
used bell dealer. And Gadd 
organized a “Save the Bell” 
project for the Class of 1965. 
The fundraiser collected most 
of the $3,500 needed to buy 
it. A generous check from 
classmate Bobby Allen put 
them over the top.
 The bell was installed – on 

top of the original bell – in 
time for the school’s 50th an-
niversary weekend. The cel-
ebration coincided with the 
Trojans’ homecoming game, 
which provided a fi tting 
conclusion to the festivities. 
South Houston beat Dobie to 
clinch a spot in the state play-
offs.
 “And they rang that bell on 
Monday morning,” Gadd re-
calls with a smile.
 Although Gadd’s Long-
horns played the victim 
that weekend, the bell saga 
proved illuminating for Gadd 
as a Trojan.
 “I knew then there was a 
reason I needed to be there,” 
he said.
 The bond was restored. 
Already an eager volunteer 
for his class reunions, Gadd 
became a committed partic-
ipant in the activities of the 
Alumni Association, which 
launched in 2012. It could 
easily be said that Gadd 
would give his alma mater 
the shirt off his back.
 Or make that “shirts.”
 Classmates recall the time 
Gadd was in the stands for a 
South Houston football game 
all decked out in his Trojan 
polo. Just before kickoff, he 
excused himself, found a se-
cluded spot at the bottom of 
a ramp and stripped to the 
waist. He reached into a bag, 
grabbed his Dobie shirt and 
slipped it on.
 He was needed on the Do-

bie sideline to handle the stats 
chart.
 The ubiquitous reverend 
seems to be needed every-
where. And he is just as wide-
ly praised.
 Gadd belongs to the halls 
of honor at both schools: at 
South Houston as an alum, 
and at Dobie as a community 
volunteer. He was named the 
South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Citizen of 
the Year in 1993 and the Pas-
adena ISD’s Distinguish Cit-
izen in 2005. Houston Bap-
tist University (now Houston 
Christian University) named 
him a Distinguished Alum-
nus in 2012.
 He has served on a variety 
of boards and panels for both 
the Pasadena ISD and San 
Jacinto College. Gadd and 
his wife Susan, a 1968 South 
Houston grad, have been 
married 53 years.
 Gadd credits two former 
South Houston principals for 
contributions to major chap-
ters in his life.
 The late James Barber, 
South Houston’s principal 
from 1981 to 1991, was an 
assistant principal at Do-
bie in the late 1970s when a 
newly minted theology grad-
uate approached him about 
helping with counseling is-
sues on campus.
 “Emory, we need all the 
help we can get,” Barber told 
him. Gadd eventually be-
came chaplain for the Dobie 

football team.
 Fullen, South Houston’s 
principal from 2007 to 2016, 
was in many ways like Bar-
ber, Gadd says.
 “They were both won-
derful with people,” Gadd 
says. “When Fullen arrived 
at South Houston, that door 
just swung wide open – es-
pecially when it came to that 
bell!”
 The Ainsworth Award is 
named after its fi rst recipient, 
David Ainsworth, a member 
of the Class of 1968 who 
helped build and strengthen 
social media connections for 
South Houston alumni until 
his death in 2013.
 Gadd and six new induct-
ees selected for the South 
Houston Hall of Honor will 
be recognized during home-
coming festivities on Oct. 
13. Open house on campus 
will start at 9 a.m. with the 
induction ceremony set for 
11:30. A hot dog lunch and 
school tours are also includ-
ed. All activities are free and 
open to everyone.
 A pregame ceremony for 
Gadd and the inductees will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. before 
the homecoming game kick-
off against Rayburn. Fortu-
nately for Gadd, because it’s 
Rayburn, he won’t have to 
change shirts before kickoff.
 “I’m truly honored about 
the Ainsworth Award,” Gadd 
says. “I love South Houston. 
I’m proud to be an alum.” Longtime South Belt resident Emory Gadd was pre-

sented South Houston High School’s Spirit Award. A 
1965 South Houston graduate, Gadd serves as associ-
ate pastor at Sagemont Church. Gadd and six new in-
ductees selected for the South Houston Hall of Honor 

will be recognized during the high school’s homecom-
ing festivities Friday, Oct. 13. A pregame ceremony 
for Gadd and the inductees will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
before the homecoming game kickoff against Ray-
burn.

CCISD hosts Sept. 20 meeting

Continued from Page 1
breathing problems like 
asthma and sleep apnea, and 

bone and joint problems, to 
name a few. It can also im-
pact a child’s self-esteem, 

mental health and social de-
velopment.
 According to the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), the prev-
alence of childhood obesity 
in the U.S. from 2017 to 
2020 was 19.7 percent, af-
fecting about 14.7 million 
children and adolescents. 
Childhood obesity was also 
more common among spe-
cifi c ethnic and racial popu-
lations, including Hispanics 
(26.2 percent) and non-His-
panic blacks (24.8 percent), 
having higher obesity prev-
alence than non-Hispanic 
whites (16.6 percent).
 “Childhood obesity is 
a serious health problem 
that can have lifelong con-
sequences,” said Ericka 
Brown, MD, HCPH Local 
Health Authority and di-
rector of the department’s 
Community Health and 
Wellness Division.
 “Families can help pre-
vent childhood obesity 
by making simple healthy 
choices about food and 
physical activity. These 
choices may include eating 
plenty of fruits, vegetables, 
and whole grains, limiting 
sugary drinks, and doing 
simple physical activity like 
walking.”
 Below are a few tips that 
parents and caregivers can 
follow to help reduce child-
hood obesity:
 – Reduce screen time. 
Limit the time children and 
teens watch television, play 

Continued from Page 1
Air Force Thunderbirds will 
perform enhanced maneu-
vers in their crowd-favorite 
demonstrations.
 “I am proud to bring the 
135 fi nest members of the 
USAF home to Houston, 
showcasing the pride, pre-
cision, power, and profes-
sionalism required to earn 
our title of America’s Air 
Force,” said Lt. Col. Justin 
Elliott, Thunderbird 1, com-
mander/leader. “On our 70th 
anniversary, the 2023 Thun-
derbirds team built a demon-
stration worthy of our core 
mission: to unite in divided 
times, grow the American 
people’s trust in our insti-
tutions, and create a beacon 
of excellence in the name of 
service to something greater 
than ourselves.”
 In addition to the Thun-
derbirds, the event will 
include performances by 
the A-10 Thunderbolt II 
Demonstration Team, the 
Aftershock Jet Truck, a C-17 
Demo, Debby Rihn-Harvey, 
John and Shane McGillis, 
TORA! TORA! TORA!, 
U.S. Air Force Heritage 
Flight, U.S. Coast Guard 
Search and Rescue Demo 
Team, U.S. Navy Growler 
Airshow Team, ReMax Sky-
diving Team, and the 138th 
Fighter Wing –  Tulsa Air 
National Guard.
 The Houston airshow 
will be a special one for El-
liot.
 “The city of Houston in-
spired me in my formative 
years. I grew up surrounded 
by NASA, strong bastions 
of science, art and history, 
dedicated teachers, and a 
diverse population,” said El-
liott. 
 “My team and I are hon-
ored to give something back 
to the city that shaped the 
upbringing of so many, as it 
did for me.”

 Other special elements of 
this year’s airshow include 
the “Military Might!” drive-
in style show on Friday, Oct. 
13, as well as the return of 
Guitars N’ Cars, a car show 
featuring classic vehicles 

and a classic guitar auction 
hosted and sponsored by 
Fuller’s Guitars to benefi t 
U.S. VETS- Houston.
 Additional performers 
and attractions will be an-
nounced over the coming 

weeks. To learn more about 
ticket options, display air-
craft, event attractions, 
travel accommodations, 
sponsorship, or volunteer 
opportunities, visit www.
wingsoverhouston.com.

Annual airshow set for Oct. 14-15

video games, or use smart-
phones or tablets. Instead, 
encourage children and 
teens to fi nd fun physical 
activities with friends and 
family or independently. 
 – Develop healthy eat-
ing habits. Eat a healthy 
diet low in added sugar, salt 
and saturated fat, such as 
fruits, vegetables and whole 
grains. Offer healthy snacks 
instead of candies or chips. 
Limit the number of sugary 
drinks.
 – Help children and teens 
stay active. Physical activi-
ties have many health ben-
efi ts, such as strengthening 
bones and muscles, decreas-
ing blood pressure, and re-
ducing chronic diseases like 
type 2 diabetes and obesity. 
 Make physical activity 
part of your family’s daily 
routine by taking walks, rid-
ing a bike or playing active 
games together. Create safe 
places to play.
 – Get enough sleep.Lack 
of sleep is associated with 
obesity, partly because in-
adequate sleep may make us 
eat more and be less phys-
ically active. Children and 
teens need more sleep than 
adults, and the amount var-
ies by age. 
 In addition, HCPH offers 
the following programs to 
help community members 
overcome obesity: 
 – The Nutrition and 
Physical Activity (NPA) 
program: The NPA pro-
gram empowers and edu-
cates community members 
on ways to eat healthier and 
increase physical activity 
to help maintain a healthy 
weight.
 The NPA program pro-
vides a variety of fun, ev-
idence-based sessions to 
teach every age group. Lo-
cal schools and organiza-
tions can inquire about these 
sessions and schedule one at 
their location by emailing-
nutritionPHS@phs.hctx.ne-
tor calling 713-274-5711.
 – Special supplemen-
tal nutrition program 
for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) Program: 
The WIC program provides 
nutrition support and educa-
tion for pregnant and breast-
feeding women and families 
with children younger than 
5. Visit hcphtx.org/WIC for 
more information and to see 
if one’s family qualifi es for 
the program.

Harris County spreading obesity awareness

Continued from Page 1
property values increase, 
essentially limiting the gen-
eral revenue school districts 
are allowed to keep or re-
ceive to  2019 levels. 
 While local property 
owners have seen increases 
in their property values, the 
school district does not fi -
nancially benefi t from it on 
the Maintenance and Opera-
tions tax rate due to what is 
known as tax rate compres-
sion.

Bond proposals
 Clear Creek ISD is also 
seeking community input 
on three proposals to ad-
dress critical capital needs 
such as HVAC and life safe-
ty systems, aging elementa-
ry and intermediate schools, 
instructional and cybersecu-
rity technology, athletic and 
fi ne arts equipment and fa-
cility modifi cations in sup-
port of Vision 2030 for all 
intermediate schools. 

Bond Option No. 1
– $248 million bond in No-
vember 2023 
– Zero cent increase on the 
I&S tax rate
– Includes:
 – Student safety and pri-

ority repairs 
Bond Option No. 2

– $394 million bond in No-
vember 2023 
– 2.9 cent increase on the 
I&S tax rate per $100 val-
uation
– Includes:
 – Student safety and pri-
ority repairs
 – School renovations of 
aging schools (40+ years)
 – Armand Bayou Ele-
mentary School  
 – Greene Elem. School
 – Instructional and secu-
rity technology**
 – Athletic and fi ne arts 
improvements
** Requires a separate prop-
osition on the ballot 

Bond Option No. 3
– $614 million bond in No-
vember 2023 
– 7.2 cent increase on the 
I&S tax rate per $100 val-
uation
– Includes:
 – Student safety and pri-
ority repairs
 – School renovations of 
aging schools (40+ years)
 – Armand Bayou Ele-
mentary School
 – Greene Elem. School
 – Clear Creek Intermedi-

ate School*  
 – Clear Lake Intermedi-
ate School* 
 – Seabrook Intermediate 
School * 
 – Instructional and secu-
rity technology**
 – Athletic and fi ne arts 
improvements
 – Vision 2030 intermedi-
ate school facility modifi ca-
tions*
 * Vision 2030 facility 
modifi cations are included 
in the major renovations 
 ** Requires a separate 
proposition on the ballot 

Community input
 If one cannot attend any 
of the public meetings, they 
may submit their input by 
completing the Community 
Input Survey at electioncen
tral.squarespace.com/com
munity-input.
 Early voting for the Nov. 
7 election will begin Oct. 23 
and continue through Nov. 
3. 
 For additional informa-
tion on Clear Creek’s tax-
rate election and bond pro-
posals, visit electioncentral.
squarespace.com.
 See related story on this 
page.

 The 2023 Clear Creek 
ISD Bond proposal calls for 
$30 million in life safety and 
security upgrades, including 
improvements to surveil-
lance cameras and emergen-
cy alert systems.
  If approved, all CCISD 
schools and buildings will 
have the latest digital tech-
nology for surveillance, pub-
lic address systems and fi re 
and sprinkler systems.
 Bay Elementary and 
Seabrook Intermediate are 
the two remaining schools 
that would undergo renova-
tions to the front entrance 
areas for secure vestibules. 
There would also be con-
struction to the Bayside In-
termediate access drive to 
complete the loop around 
the Education Village to 
make it more accessible for 
fi rst responders and school 
evacuations.

  “Our primary responsibil-
ity is to ensure our students 
and staff are safe, both emo-
tionally and physically at all 
of our campuses,” said Paul 
Miller, assistant superin-
tendent of support services. 
“Every system that’s incor-
porated into Proposition B 
for the 2023 Bond is in ac-
cordance with our current 
standards to make sure we 
are also meeting all of the 
latest code requirements.”
  In 2018, the CCISD 
School Safety Committee 
made a set of recommen-
dations to further enhance 
school safety across the dis-
trict. Facility improvements, 
added security and student 
resources were included in 
this list.
  “It’s really a culture of 
safety that requires con-
stant vigilance and train-
ing and resetting and mak-

ing sure we are doing what 
we’re supposed to do every 
day,” said Miller. “The work 
of the committee and the 
school district over the last 
few years has reinforced this 
belief that safety is our pri-
mary responsibility.”
 One of the most visible 
changes is the addition of 
16 school liaison offi cers 
stationed across the district, 
including three at each high 
school and two at each inter-
mediate school which also 
support their elementary 
feeder schools every day.
  “We pay about $6.5 mil-
lion a year for security and 
monitoring, which includes 
about $6.4 million for our 
School Liaison Offi cer 
(SLO) program,” said Mill-
er. “The state recently added 
to the yearly school safety 
allotment and gives us about 
$1 million, which is not 

enough to maintain our se-
curity standards.”
  The CCISD board of 
trustees also voted unani-
mously in August to include 
a Voter Approval Tax Rate 
Election (VATRE) on the 
November 7 ballot under 
Proposition A. Funding for 
the SLO program is included 
in this proposition as salaries 
are paid through the Main-
tenance and Operation Tax 
Rate.
 Election Day is Tuesday, 
Nov. 7, and early voting be-
gins Monday, Oct. 23. The 
last date to register to vote is 
Oct. 10. 
 The school district is 
hosting a series of meetings 
through October to share 
information about the Nov. 
7 Election. Visit ccisd.net/
electioncentral for more de-
tails on the three proposi-
tions.

CCISD seeks $30 million for safety, security
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

LORETTA CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Special birthday wishes are sent Sept. 16 
to local businesswoman Loretta Williams 
Gurnell from family, friends and the staff of 
the South Belt Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Sept. 14 through Sept. 20.

Atkinson Elementary
 Sing a melody of a happy birthday song 
to Angi Fox Sept. 20.

Bush Elementary
 Blow out the candles on a birthday cake 
for Jeannene Gazaw Sept. 14. The day for a 
birthday gift for Enrique Macias is Sept. 18.

Frazier Elementary
 Wendy Wiseburn, Frazier principal, cele-
brates a special birthday Sept. 14. Light the 
birthday candles for Olga Uresti Sept. 16. 
Send a special birthday greeting Sept. 19 to 
Norma Perez. Celebrate with party favors  and 
treats Sept. 11 for Quynh Nguyen.

Genoa Elementary
 Light the birthday candles Sept. 15 for 
Amy Shaw-Chilson.

Meador Elementary
 Maria Rutherford is sent a special birth-

Saturday, Sept. 16: Peter Hoth, Kairy 
Barkley, Jorge Sanchez, Mark Wilson, 
Brandy Rogers, Claude Van Court, Angela 
Starr, Anna Aranova and Melissa Norman; 
Sunday, Sept. 17: Michael Nevills, Fauna 
Santos, Alice Mireles, Xavier Sustaita, 
Jose Ochoa, Reggie Godbolt, Sandy 
Muse, Dean Konrad, Letty Lopez, Tracy 
Dukes, Sandra Sankey and Tara Johnston; 
Monday, Sept. 18: Carey Holder, Cathey Cox, 
Anthony Virgadamo, Leslie Cockerham; 
Tuesday, Sept. 19: Tasha Ford, Diane 
Martinez, Carlos Melcher, Stacy Mayberry, 
Elyse Totten, Jo Ann Minchew, Porsche 
Lancelin, Roe Moreno, Rita Hernandez, 
David Bergeron, Gracie Bires, Michelle 
Griffi n, Marisa Hartley, LaToya Oliver 
and Brittany Swanson; and Wednesday, 
Sept. 20: Bren Duh, Freddy Silva, Rebeca 
Sanchez, Doris Zacks, Nancy Naquin, 
Peggy Bennett, Keith Mercado, Sandra 
Buchman, Manuel Guerrero, Ricky Aquino, 
Dawn Sharpe and Catherine Windsor.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, congratula-
tions, etc., to mynews@southbeltleader.com 
with OTBF in the subject line by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.

day greeting Sept. 14. Aracely Jasso cel-
ebrates a birthday Sept. 16. Blow out the 
birthday candles Sept. 17 for Amy Clowers.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday gift for Adelita 
Moreno is Sept. 15.

South Belt Elementary
 Break out the balloons and birthday cake 
Sept. 14 for Kelly Douglas.

Roberts Middle School
 The day for a double-layer birthday cake is 
Sept. 17 for Maryann Albert and Jose Robleto. 

Dobie High
 Blow out the birthday candles for a 
four-star celebration Sept. 14 for Ginger 
Emshoff, Cedric Mack, Rodney Pannell 
and Dana Stockton. Send birthday wishes 
Sept. 17 to Alfred Valdez. Light the birth-
day candles Sept. 19 for Erica Ba. 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Sept. 14: Michele Guerrero, 
Eric Brown, Elaine Baker, Jacob Lacadou, 
Julie Lakota, Tom Golightly, Michael 
York, Dolph Larson, Kristi Okwuonu and 
Mark Husband; Friday, Sept. 15: Dawnella 
Woods, Jackie Williams, Patricia Jones, 
Crystal McGoldrich, Kristi Ortiz, David 
Young, Shawn Black and Michelle Poole; 

5 years ago (1978)
 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District board of 
trustees approved the construc-
tion of three schools in the 
district, including one for the 
Sagebend subdivision.
 Construction on the 
Sagemont Village Shopping 
Center was indefi nitely halted, 
and prospective tenants were 
released from their agree-
ments.

40 years ago (1983)
 J. Frank Dobie announced 
its National Merit Semifi nal-
ists in the Merit Scholarship 
competition. They were Joey 
Talghader, Brian Davis, Duane 
Quesinberry, Chrita Erickson 
and Danetta Hawley.
 Dobie freshman Phil San-
dlin’s fryer rabbits were award-
ed Grand Champion honors at 
the Pasadena Livestock Show. 

35 years ago (1988)
 South Belt area residents 
were bracing for the wrath of 
Hurricane Gilbert.
 Two separate fi res on Sage-
willow had Harris County fi re 
arson investigators questioning 
a possible connection between 
the fi res.

30 years ago (1993)
 Melissa McIntyre, the 
daughter of James and Patri-
cia McIntyre of Sageglen, was 
crowned 1993 Clear Brook 
High School homecoming 
queen.
 The grade point average for 
high schools in the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
was changed from a 4.0 to a 
5.0 system.
 Diane Peake was elected the 
fi rst president of the Wedge-
wood Elementary School PTA.
 Formed almost two years 
before to strenthen communi-
cations between the Pasadena 
school district and its constitu-
ents, the Grass Roots commit-
tee was dissolved. Chairman 
Malcolm Rundell said the 
committee could reorganize in 
the event it were needed, but 
that many of the committee’s 
concerns had been rectifi ed. 
He commended Superinten-
dent Rick Schneider on the 
outstanding job he had done 
during his fi rst year of piloting 

the district.
25 years ago (1998)

 South Belt resident and Air 
Force reservist Dr. B.J. Garner 
reported to Ramstein Air Force 
Base in Germany. He and 
several other doctors worked 
12-hour shifts to help render 
medical assistance to unfortu-
nate blast victims of Kenya and 
Tanzania.
 Tien Tran of White Plains 
Street in Scarsdale was ar-
rested for the drive-by murder 
of Dung Ha. Tran was with a 
group of youths that opened 
fi re on Ha’s vehicle.

20 years ago (2003)
 Longtime South Belt resi-
dent Billy Arlen, 59, pleaded 
guilty to sexually molesting 
a child and was given a six-
month sentence and 10 years 
probation.
 John Bechtle returned for 

his second stint as sports editor 
for the Leader.

15 years ago (2008)
 The South Belt area was hit 
hard as Hurricane Ike made 
landfall as a Category 2 storm 
with sustained winds up to 
110 mph. The storm’s strong 
winds caused widespread 
damage and massive power 
outages throughout the area. 
A shortage of gasoline and 
ice added to the frustration for 
many. Surprisingly, the South 
Belt community was spared 
from heavy fl ooding. Most of 
the discarded, wet carpet that 
lined area streets was from 
wind-damaged roofs rather 
than fl ood water. The storm 
delayed the publishing of the 
South Belt-Ellington Leader 
for two days. The edition was 
put together at the Leader of-
fi ce without electricity being 

restored. The staff worked us-
ing generators.
 Members from the South-
east Volunteer Fire Department 
were responsible for delivering 
a baby boy during the height 
of the storm. The baby, Santi-
ago Alan Morales, son of He-
liodoro and Norma Morales, 
was delivered en route to St. 
Joseph’s Hospital by volun-
teer medic Michael Vasquez, 
assisted by  volunteers Chris 
Fonseca, Mark Ueding, Brad 
Fuller and Tom Golightly.

10 years ago (2013)
 Lutheran South Academy 
purchased 22 acres of land 
needed for a major expansion. 
The $2.4 million property, lo-
cated slightly north of Dixie 
Farm Road and adjacent to the 
existing school campus, was 
expected to take about fi ve 
years to complete and cost 

around $16 million.
 Dobie High School named 
its 2013 homecoming king 
and queen at the Longhorns’ 
football game against the Clear 
Falls Knights. Jesse Cedeno 
was named king, and Amber 
Nguyen was named queen. The 
Knights were victorious in the 
competition, beating the Long-
horns 24-0.

5 years ago (2018)
 Dobie High School cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary 
Thursday, Sept. 13, by holding 
a ceremony at the area campus 
on Blackhawk. Each of the high 
school’s four surviving princi-
pals gave a speech at the event, 
commemorating the occasion. 
Dobie’s fi rst principal, Allen M. 
Sory (1968-1979), died the pre-
vious March at the age of 96.

1 year ago (2022)
 Sagemont Church Lead Pas-

tor Matt Carter announced Sun-
day, Sept. 11, he was stepping 
down from the position due to 
health-related issues. Carter 
assumed the role in June 2020, 
replacing Sagemont found-
ing pastor Dr. John Morgan, 
who had served in the position 
for 53 years. Prior to his time 
at Sagemont, Carter was the 
founding pastor of Austin Stone 
Community Church, which be-
gan in 2002. During his tenure, 
the church grew from a core 
team of 15 people to more 
than 8,000 weekly attendees 
spread over six campuses and 
with a budget in excess of $24 
million. Carter and and his 
family will remain members 
of Sagemont Church, as he 
ministers as vice president of 
Church Planting and Church 
Mobilization at the North 
American Mission board.

Clear Brook debate team
starts year victoriously
 Clear Brook High 
School’s speech and de-
bate team attended their 
fi rst tournament of the new 
competition year when they 
headed out to the Wood-
lands College Park High 
School on Sept. 1. 
 Taking only three stu-
dents to this fi rst outing, 
Brook junior and Extempo-
raneous Speaking Captain 
Greg Stuart captured the 
fi rst place win in Domestic 
Extemporaneous Speaking.
 This feat ended in Stu-
art taking home the fi rst 

Wolverine Greg Stuart 
took home a fi rst place 
trophy.

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

City responds to eyesore

An abandoned house on Sageheather in the Sagemont subdivision was de-
molished Sept. 6 after approximately 15-20 years of complaints from com-
munity groups who saw the property as an eyesore and safety hazard. The 
demolition was accomplished through the efforts of the Sagemont Civic 
Club, District D City Council Member Carolyn Evans-Shabazz and the 
South Belt Leader. A similar demolition will also be done at 11023 Sage-
burrow where a burnt out house has stood for more than two years. These 
photos were taken 23 hours a part. Photos by Marie Flickinger

Webster AARP 
sets Sept. meet

 AARP Webster Area Chap-
ter 199 will hold their meeting at 
10 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 14, at 
the Bay Area Community Cen-
ter, 5002 E. NASA Parkway. Ev-
eryone is invited to enjoy coffee, 
cookies and fellowship at 9:30 
a.m. before the meeting starts. 
The program and social will be 
presented by Stephannie Fitzger-
ald with the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. 
 AARP Chapter 199 also or-
ganizes day trips for members 
exclusively by bus to local area 
points of interest at minimal cost. 
The next bus trip will be Wednes-
day, Sept. 27, which involves 
lunch at Topwater Grill in San 
Leon and then a tour of Railean 
Distillers in San Leon. There is a 
20-person minimum for this tour 
which includes a souvenir shot 
glass and tasting. Cost of the trip 
will be $13/person plus lunch (ex-
act change or check requested). 
Members may register and pay 
for the trip at the Sept. 14 meet-
ing. If the 20-person minimum is 
not reached, the day trip will be 
canceled.
 For those interested in joining 
AARP Chapter 199, annual dues 
are $8 per year per person and 
proof of membership of national 
AARP. For information, contact 
Lynne Justis at 832-212-5417, 
aarpchapter199@yahoo.com.

“Genoa Elementary loves 
their subs,” said Genoa 
principal Tiffany Bennett. 
In accordance with Nation-
al Substitute Appreciation 
Week, “Genoa Elementary 
wants to express our grati-
tude to our amazing subs,” 
explained Bennett. Shown, 
clockwise from top, are sub-
stitute teachers Yuliana Gar-
cia, Dominga Traslavina and 
Nyla Franco.

Genoa appreciates substitute teachers

place trophy as well as eight 
Texas Forensic Association 
state points. 
 He only needs two more 
in order to attend the annual 
state meet, held in Houston 
this year.
 The team will head out 
to Clear Falls High School 
on the Sept. 15, coincid-
ing with Clear Brook High 
School’s homecoming.
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 9/21/23.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Dine-In • To-Go
Curbside • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pickup

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Choose DAN’S to Dine!
Danosaurus

30-inch, 1-topping pizza $39.99
Everyday Carryout Specials $9.99

16-inch, single-topping or
12-inch, 3-topping

2 pizza slices & a canned soda $6

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Self Defense Classes

Transportation from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, 
and some Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
For More Info
Check Out Our
Website

Join our martial arts family today!

Longhorns seek quick bounce 
back against Houston Lamar
 The Dobie varsity foot-
ball program will look to 
quickly turn the page fol-
lowing a 49-7 loss to Dick-
inson Sept. 8 at Veterans 
Stadium in Pasadena as the 
Longhorns will now focus 
their attention to an un-
defeated Houston Lamar 
squad. In 2022, the Tex-
ans controlled the action 
against the Longhorns in a 

35-7 victory.
 Now 2-1 this season, the 
Longhorns will be looking 
to avenge that 2022 loss 
to the Texans as the two 
programs go head-to-head 
Sept. 14 in a 7 p.m. kickoff 
back at Veterans Stadium. 
Lamar, currently 3-0, is 
coming off a 28-7 win over 
Clear Falls.
 Dobie was well in the 

Dobie Class of 2010 graduate and varsity tennis player Martin Zuber posed 
with his celebrity look-alike, Novak Djokovic in the form of a wall poster 
at the U.S. Tennis Center in Flushing, N.Y. as Zuber and several other for-
mer Longhorn players met up with Dobie tennis coach Manuel Moreno Jr. 
during the U.S. Open. Djokovic went on to win the men’s singles crown with 
a win in the fi nal Sept. 10.

Is it Zuber or Slam champ?

Brook’s Trevino 16th 
at Region III preview
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
THE EXPERIENCE  

YOU NEED.  
THE NAME  

YOU TRUST.
281-464-SOLD (7653)

New Listing! Lake at Golfcrest -  Gorgeous 3-2-2 with study and 
formal dining, huge island kitchen, covered patio! #GOL

NEW! League City - Darling 3-2-2 with study, formal dining, kitchen 
open to den, covered patio. Won’t last!

NEW! Sagemeadow - Great opportunity! Nice 4-2-2 det, both for-
mals, large bedrooms, den with FP, covered patio, carport! #Mor

New Listing! Pine Hollow - Beautiful 5-2.5-2 on corner lot! Formal 
dining, game room, updates galore! #PIN

SOLD in 5 DAYS

SOLD in 5 DAYS
SOLD

SOLD in 1 DAY

 Many of the region’s 
top cross-country run-
ners in all classifi cations 
gathered at the Sam 
Houston State University 
Region III Preview Sept. 
9 at Kate Ross Barr Park 
in Huntsville as Clear 
Creek High School junior 
Chris Creedon emerged 
as a force, winning the 
5A/6A 5,000-meter var-
sity boys’ race in a time 
of 15:43.92.
 Clear Brook senior 
Joseph Trevino, who will 
go head-to-head with 

Creedon at the District 
24-6A Championships 
later this month, was 
16th overall in a time 
of 16:20.32. Trevino’s 
teammate Ruben Garcia 
fi nished at 21:41.67.
 The Wolverines’ 
Leslie Garcia, a junior, 
ran in the varsity girls’ 
5,000-meter event and 
was 65th in a time of 
20:00.54. Destiny Mal-
donado of Clear Brook 
took 11th overall at 
15:00.43 in the junior 
varsity two-mile race.

hunt against Dickinson be-
fore a 28-point third quar-
ter turned the game and 
earned the Gators an eighth 
straight win over the Long-
horns dating back to 1981.
 Junior running back 
Cameron Mathews, who 
scored the Longhorns’ lone 
touchdown against the Ga-
tors, has now rushed for 
481 yards and fi ve scores 

through three games. 
Sophomore Demarcus 
Hodges has also rushed 
for 205 yards and a pair of 
scores.
 The Longhorns will 
look to play a cleaner game 
against the Texans after 
miscues in the third quarter 
allowed Dickinson to score 
four touchdowns to break 
the game open.

 The Lutheran South 
Academy cross-country 
program hosted its Pi-
oneer Invitational Sept. 

Gaitans pace Pioneers at LSA cross-country
9 in Webster as the lo-
cals put together a great 
showing. Seniors Mat-
thew Gaitan and Mar-

cus Gaitan pushed one 
another as usual in the 
5,000-meter varsity boys’ 
race and, together with 
younger brother’s fi fth-
place fi nish, helped pro-
pel the Pioneers to the 
team championship as 
well.
 At 16 minutes, 25.69 
seconds, Matthew Gaitan 
won top overall medalist 
honors, while twin broth-
er Marcus Gaitan placed 

second in a time of 
16:33.69. Freshman Jere-
my Gaitan was fi fth with 
his time of 16:45.30, and 
a time of 18:20.36 land-
ed Lutheran South soph-
omore Reid Toner 18th 
overall. Sam Hergenrad-
er, another Pioneer soph-
omore, was 21st overall 
in a time of 18:32.20 as 
those fi ve times helped 
the locals to the team 
trophy Houston Homes-

chool was second.
 Lutheran South senior 
Lydia Ward led the varsi-
ty girls in the 3,200-me-
ter event as her time of 
13:28.05 was 10th best.
 From there, a time 
of 14:11.54 had the 
Pioneers’ Elisabeth 
Hergenrader 19th, 
while teammate Jem-
ma Riekert’s clocking 
of 15:01.72 was 26th. 
Elli Stoeckel was in at 

 Junior Chris Lopez 
turned in his second 
straight fifth-place finish, 
leading the Dobie varsity 
boys’ cross-country pro-
gram to third place as a 
team at the Deer Park In-
vitational Sept. 8.
 Deer Park’s Julian An-
drade was the top overall 
medalist as he won the 
5,000-meter event at 16 
minutes, 08.01 seconds. 
Teammate Manuel Gar-
za was next in a time of 
16:16.02 as the duo led the 

Deer to the top team spot.
As for Lopez, his time of 
17:03.96 kept his run of 
success going, and team-
mate Johan Villavicencio 
was 18th overall with his 
time of 17:57.37.
 At 18:14.15, Dobie se-
nior Damian Rosas took 
26th place, and a time of 
18:39.83 placed Conner 
Torres 36th. A time of 
18:40.64 had Dobie’s Jose 
Munoz 37th overall, the 
team’s final official scor-
ing qualifier.

 Fort Bend Austin and 
Clear Springs emerged as 
the championship trophy 
winners as the rain-soaked 
13th annual Remember-
ing Ike Invitational tennis 
tournament played out 
Sept. 8-9.
 Fort Bend Austin won 
the White Division fol-
lowing a 15-4 victory over 
runner-up Willis in the 
title match, while Clear 
Springs took down Shad-
ow Creek 10-5 to reign as 

champion of the Burnt Or-
ange Division.
 The Ike event was born 
in remembrance of Hurri-
cane Ike, which caused so 
much damage to the state’s 
coastal regions, including 
Galveston, in 2011.
 Host Dobie, which is 
looking toward the re-
mainder of the District 
22-6A race following an 
18-1 loss to defending 
champion Deer Park Sept. 
5, defeated Katy Taylor by 

default to place seventh in 
the Burnt Orange Division
 The Longhorns, looking 
to extend a decades-long 
run of wins against Pas-
adena ISD programs in 
league play, returned to 
22-6A action against Pas-
adena Sept. 12 after press 
time.
 As for the Ike event, 
third place in the Burnt 
Orange Division went to 
a Friendswood squad that 
defeated Ridge Point, 

Dobie junior running back Cameron Mathews (2) 
left the Dickinson defense behind as he scored his 
fifth touchdown of the season, but the Gators used a 
28-point third quarter to highlight a 49-7 win over 

the Longhorns Sept. 8 at Veterans Stadium in Pasa-
dena. Now 2-1 this season, the Longhorns will host 
unbeaten Houston Lamar Sept. 14 back at Veterans 
Stadium. Kickoff is at 7 p.m. Photo by Kelvin Lopez

 The Dobie varsi-
ty girls’ cross-country 
program continues to 
build momentum to-
ward next month’s Dis-
trict 22-6A Champion-
ships, with the group 
making an appear-
ance at Magnolia High 
School’s 5,000-meter 
Run the Dog Pound In-
vitational Sept. 9.
 While the gradua-
tion of several top run-
ners from three straight 
league champion teams 
has left the Longhorns 
with less overall depth 
than in previous sea-
sons, top returnees like 
junior Lauren Garza 
and senior Kyla Lobo 
continue to lead the 
way.
 At Magnolia, Hous-
ton Memorial freshman 
Sophie Peterson won 
top overall medalist 
honors as she covered 
the course in 19 min-
utes, 14 seconds, 
 Garza, who has con-
sistently led the way for 
the Longhorns this sea-
son, was in at 19:48 for 
sixth place as she broke 
the 20-minute mark for 
the third straight week.
 Lobo, who has also 
put together her best 
season in 2023, placed 
14th overall in a time of 
21:10, with teammate 
Valerie Salazar 31st-
best at 22:48. Also, 
Dobie’s Aracely Al-
varado, a freshman ele-
vated to the varsity lev-
el mid-season, posted a 
time of 23:10 for 37th 
best.
 Dobie’s Jasmine 
Mooney, a senior, fi n-
ished at 24:18, while 
juniors Mariah Medina 
(24:23) and Daisa Ram 
(24:25) also compet-
ed along with Madison 
Puente (25:20).

Garza, 
Lobo push 
JFD girls

at Magnolia

Junior Lauren Garza bested the 20-minute mark 
at the 5,000-meter distance for the third straight 
week as she led the Dobie varsity girls’ cross-coun-
try team at the Magnolia Run the Dog Pound In-
vitational. Her time of 19 minutes, 48 seconds was 
sixth-best.

Kyla Lobo was 14th overall at Magnolia as the se-
nior continued to push toward the District 22-6A 
Cross-Country Championships, set for Oct. 12. 
Lobo has been a big contributor during the pro-
gram’s run of three straight league crowns. 

while Nederland handled 
Galveston Ball for third 
place in the White Divi-
sion.
 Dobie opened the event 
with a loss to eventual 
Burnt Orange runner-up 
Shadow Creek and also 
fell early Sept. 9 to George 
Ranch.

FB Austin, Clear Springs win Ike Invitational

15:12.71 for 28th-best, 
and Lanie Ward posted a 
time of 15:14.90 for 29th 
place.
 In the junior varsi-
ty boys’ 3,200-meter 
event, the Pioneers got 
six runners into the top 
nine spots to snag the top 
spot. A time of 12:19.18 
was a winner for Katy 
Faith West junior Mikey 
Mate, and teammate Wy-
att Campbell was second.
 From there, Lutheran 
South occupied the next 
four spots, led by third-
place fi nisher Esteban 
Betancourt in a time of 
12:36.64, with teammates 
Jonah Weber (12:38.49 
for fourth place), Laith 
Manna (12:38.83 for fi fth 
place) and Manuel Diaz 
(12:44.17 for sixth place) 
also excelling.
 At 12:56.79, the Pi-
oneers’ Yohan George 
placed eighth, with Lu-
theran South’s Ryan 
Jackson ninth in a time 
of 13:20.98.

JFD boys third at DP
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Houston Lamar at Dobie

Chavez at
Sam Rayburn

Clear Lake 
at Channelview

Deer Park at
Clear Brook

Pasadena Memorial 
at Clear Creek

Westside 
at South Houston

Clear Springs at Huntsville

Klein Oak 
at Dickinson

Baytown Lee at  
La Porte

Port Arthur Memorial
at Porter

Last Week’s Results

Season record

South Belt 
football 

predictions

Lamar

Sam Rayburn

Clear Lake

Deer Park

Clear Creek

Westside

Clear Springs

Dickinson

La Porte

P. A. Memorial

10-0

23-7

Dobie

Rayburn

Channelview

Deer Park

Clear Creek

South Houston

Clear Springs

Dickinson

La Porte

P. A. Memorial

6-4

21-9

Lamar

Rayburn

Lake

Deer Park

Clear Creek

South Houston

Springs

Dickinson

Lee

P. A. Memorial

7-3

23-7

Dobie

Sam Rayburn

Clear Lake

Deer Park

Pasadena Memorial

Westside

Clear Springs

Dickinson

La Porte

P. A. Memorial

5-5

21-9

Lamar

Chavez

Clear Lake

Deer Park

Clear Creek

South Houston

Clear Springs

Dickinson

La Porte

P. A. Memorial

8-2

23-7

John Bechtle Emory Gadd Troy Leland Stephen Sutton Debbie Vaughn

San Jacinto College Softball Fall Roster
Player Class Position High School

Kiren Diaz  Soph.  OF  Pasadena Memorial
Kristina Nash  Soph.  P  Woodville
Maggie Evans  Soph.  IF  Elkins
Chloe Perez  Soph.  OF  Clear Springs
Arriana Wright  Soph.  UT  College Park
Chloe Foster  Soph.  OF  Alvin
Destiney Yoder  Soph.  P  Barbers Hill
Haleigh McDonald  Soph.  UT  Magnolia West
Mia McLeer  Soph.  C  Atascocita
Izzy Farmer  Soph.  IF  Alvin
Kylie Hernandez  Soph.  IF  Bryan
Emily Garcia  Soph.  IF  North Shore
Maci Beam  Soph.  OF  Liberty
Gigi Carrion  Soph.  P  Woodland Christian (CA) 
Angelina Morales   Fr.  IF  Deer Park
Iliana Melendez   Fr.  IF  Clear Lake
Vivien Thames   Fr.  C  Port Neches Groves
Madison Carr   Fr.  UT  Texas City
Ashlee Frischenmeyer Fr.  P  Jersey Village
Clarissa Ramirez  Fr.  UT  Dobie
Emma Pierce  Fr.  IF  Dayton
Peyton Watson  Fr. IF  Katy
Larissa Ramos  Fr.  IF  Dayton
Ashleigh Heiderscheit  Fr.  UT  Liberty Hill

SJC Softball 2023 Fall Schedule 
Date Opponent Time
Sept. 27 Blaze 18-U KTX  6:30 p.m.
Sept. 30 at St. Edwards  1:00 p.m.
Oct. 4 Texas Southern (2) 12:00 & 24:30 p.m.
Oct. 7 UH/SHSU at UH  TBA
Oct. 8 at Spring College Classic  TBA
Oct. 10 Edmonton 18-U  6:30 p.m.
Oct. 11 Illusions-Plocheck  6:30 p.m.
Oct. 14 at HCU/PVAMU  TBA
Oct. 18 at Nicholls State (2)  14:00 & 26:00 p.m.
Oct. 21 St. Thomas  1:00 p.m.
Oct. 27 at UH-Victoria (2) 11:00 & 23:30 p.m.
Oct. 28 Texas College (2) 11:00 & 23:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 Texas Strykers 6:30 p.m.

Freshman setter Alyssa Sanchez (18) is just one of many players on a deep Do-
bie roster of talent that will carry plenty of momentum into the District 22-6A 
race the remainder of the regular season.                      Photos by Gloria Wallace

Senior an co-Captain Naima LeBlanc (right) has come up big on the outside for 
the Longhorns as the locals are in the midst of their best season in quite some 
time from a win-loss standpoint.

Area volleyball programs league play
Dobie

 The Dobie varsity vol-
leyball team will look to 
continue its forward push 
after a 22-6A opening loss 
to Deer Park as the locals 

as longtime head coach 
Kelly Saenz and top assis-
tant Kelsey Walters look to 
sharpen the team’s outlook 
heading into 2024.
In the wide scope of things, 
13 true sophomores and 
another sophomore trans-

fer will join 10 freshman 
newcomers, with plenty of 
opportunities in play for 
standouts to land a key role.
 Among the returnees, 
senior shortstop Arriana 
Wright is the one player 
who fi gures to expand her 

The Clear Brook varsity football team fell behind early and went on to lose to 
host Pasadena Memorial 40-13 Sept. 7 at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. Yet 
while the Wolverines slipped to 1-2 overall, running back Jaiden Carter (11) 
had a career night as his 93-yard run was the team’s longest play from scrim-
mage this season. Carter has now rushed for 220 yards in 2023, with his team 
now set to host Deer Park Sept. 15. Photo by Kelvin Lopez

San Jacinto College head softball coach Kelly Saenz, 
with more than 700 career wins, will begin her 21st 
overall season with the Ravens as the fall schedule 
unfolds next month. 

growing legacy. En route 
to Region 14 Player of the 
Year and National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-
tion All-American honors, 
Wright hit .521 with 19 
doubles, 17 home runs and 
71 runs batted in as she de-
livered one of the best of-
fensive seasons in program 
history.
 Chloe Foster hit .375, 
Maggie Evans was at .349 
and Izzy Farmer was at 

.374, but Saenz and her 
staff will be looking for 
additional overall lineup 
punch as the fall season un-
folds.
 Walters, a former star 
pitcher at San Jacinto Col-
lege, has Kristina Nash and 
Destiney Yoder back on a 
staff that lacks overall ex-
perience, so there will be 
openings to fi ll in the circle.
 While the lineup is sure 
to be fortifi ed with sopho-

more returnees, Saenz is 
always looking to add more 
production. 
As for the pitching staff, a 
new look is almost a sure 
thing as San Jacinto Col-
lege looks to maintain its 
lofty status within the Re-
gion 14 ranks. Today’s 
game requires year-round 
commitment. While it’s 
only September, the 2024 
regular season is within 
sight.

San Jac college softball ready to start fall season

 Lutheran South Acad-
emy, a state semifi nalist a 
season ago, seems poised 
for another deep run in 
2023.
 Head coach Geoff 
Stresman’s group is 25-6 
overall, including two 
easy league wins. All that 
seems left at this point is 
to let the season play out.
 Collegiate signees Tay-
lor Crain and Kirra Mus-
grove highlight the roster, 
and the Pioneers are tal-
ented all over the court.
 Musgrove entered play 
Sept. 12 after press time 
with 359 kills, with three 
others, Kenna Sambrano, 
Remy Keller and Haleigh 
Pham, contributing more 
than 100.
 Crain leads the way 
with nearly 350 digs, 
while four other Pioneers, 
including Musgrove (167), 
Aniston Collins (127), Ja-
mie Faseler (122) and 
Kayleé Scarborough (136) 
have all excelled.

 Coming off a 42-win 
season last spring, Region 
14 power San Jacinto Col-
lege will begin its fall soft-
ball schedule next month 

Burnt Orange Division 

 1st-place – Clear Springs 10, 
Alvin Shadow Creek 5.
 3rd-place – Friendswood 12, 
Fort Bend Ridge Point 7.
 5th-place – Richmond George 
Ranch 11, Pearland 8.
 7th-place – Pasadena Dobie 
19, Katy Taylor 0 (default).

White Division 

1st-place – Fort Bend Austin 15, 
Willis 4.
3rd-place – Nederland 11, Ball 
High 6.
5th-place – Dickinson 13, Cop-
peras Cove 6.
7th-place – Baytown Lee 12, 
Texas City 7.

Remembering Ike Invitational 
Tennis Results

take on the Pasadena Me-
morial Mavericks Sept. 
15, at 5:30 p.m.
 Dobie, which entered 
play against Pasadena 
Sept. 12 after press time at 

home at 21-6 overall, fell 
in straight sets, 25-19, 25-
18, 25-12 Sept. 8 at Deer 
Park as senior Tatum Bus-
ch had a match-high 16 
kills. For Dobie, freshman 

Amaya Langellier had 
nine kills.
 Dobie senior hitter Lex-
ie Gonzalez had six kills 
against the Deer as the 
defensive focus shifted to 
slowing the reigning 22-
6A Offensive Player of the 
Year. 
 But Gonzalez still leads 
her team  with 183 kills 
and 365 assists through 27 
matches. She also has 243 
digs. Langellier is second 
team-wide with 150 kills.
 Senior Aly Frias leads 
the team with 314 digs, 
and seniors Belle Perridon 
(172) and Naima LeBlanc 
(177) have also played 
well on the defensive side 
of things. 
 Senior Arriana Borrego 
has chipped in with 206 
assists. Yet another senior, 
Haley DeHoyos, has 118 
kills and 27 blocks.

Clear Brook
 The Clear Brook varsity 
volleyball team will host 
Clear Lake Sept. 15, intent 
on staying close in the 24-
6A race.
 Since winning the 
league title in 2020, the 
program’s fi rst at the 6A 
level, the Wolverines have 
not returned to the post-
season.
 While head coach Mer-
edith Thompson’s group 
has gone 13-16 overall, 
a Sept. 8 four-set loss to 
Clear Falls meant an 0-1 
start in the district.
 Falls, Clear Creek and 
Clear Springs are all en-
joying lengthy postseason 
stretches, meaning Lake, 
Brazoswood, Brook and 
Dickinson usually must 
battle each other for a solo 
playoff berth.

LSA now
at 26-5

Clear Brook’s Carter runs wild



       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A/C & Appliance Repair
• Former Sear’s Technician
• Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

HELP
WANTED

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

ESTATE SALE
10931 PIGEONWOOD 
DR. Sat., Sept. 16, 8 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. Furniture, pic-
tures, kitchenware, desk, 
tools, queen bedroom set, 
washer & dryer and much 
more. 9-14

LOST DOG
$CASH REWARD for 
small fawn colored 
Chihuahua-mix with a 
chip. Last seen on 
Sagehollow Ln. If found, 
please call Archie at 713-
819-2578 or Lori at 346-

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers 5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

The Handyman Can.
Restore, Repair, Update
Tile & Wood Floors • Fences & Decks

Painting: Interior & Exterior
General Home Repairs

Work done right at the right price
Serving southbelt and surrounding areas.

Call today for a free quote and let us know what  
we can do for you! 

713.701.7400

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Advertise in the Leader

THURSDAY, SEP. 14
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy. in Cornell 
Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or visit 
https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets 
at either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 
6117 Broadway St. or on Zoom. See Pearland 
Chamber of Commerce website or call 281-
485-3634.
9:30 a.m. NASA Aglow Community 
Lighthouse – Praise Chapel, 18516 Hwy. 3. 
The public is welcome and encouraged to 
bring others. Call 281-910-1971 or visit 
aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express 
Network – American Business Women’s 
Association-South meetings are held at Big 
Horn BBQ, 2300 Smith Ranch Rd. Lunch is 
$20 cash or check. Visit www.seen-abwa.
org.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 
713-686-6300.
6:30 p.m. Pearland Area Republican’s 
Club – meets at VFW Post 7109 Pearland, 
4202 W Walnut St. Email pearlandareare
publicanclub@gmail.com or visit www.face
book.com/PARCTX.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
free discussion about Judaism and religion 
at Sawa Resaurant and Grill, 16608 El 
Camino Real. Contact socialaction@shaar
hashalom.org.

FRIDAY, SEP. 15
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
1 - 3 p.m. Parker Williams Genealogy Group 
– meets at the library, Beamer at Scarsdale. 
Email Liz Hicks at erootrot@usa.net.
3:30 – 6:30 p.m. Bay Area Singles Club – 
monthly dance at the VFW Lodge Post 6378, 
5204 Hwy. 3. All area singles invited to attend. 
Call 281-470-2750 or 281-337-3112.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom online. For de-
tails regarding servies, Judaism classes, fi lm 
series and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://
www.shaarhashalom.org.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 
E. FM 518, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). Call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/.

8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Family members and friends of problem 
drinkers/addicts share and discover choices 
available. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, SEP. 16
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
See Friday’s notice.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an addict. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy, Cornell 
Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787 or 
visit https://www.houstonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 beforehand.
Jam-3:30/ Bands-6:30 p.m. Bay Area 
Bluegrass Association – bluegrass music 
show and jam session at Webster Civic 
Center, 311 Pennsylvania Ave. Visit http://
www.bayareabluegrass.org.

SUNDAY, SEP. 17
8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship at 11456 Space Center 
Blvd. (in back of a medical/retail community). 
Call 281-479-7285 or stop by. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets at 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy. Call 
713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. 
Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, SEP. 18
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for tours.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday’s notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League 
City Parkway, is now open. Volunteers teach 
dance lessons. Call 281-554-1180. 
5 p.m. New Directions Singles – Age 55 
and older meets for potluck dinner with activ-
ities and/or guest speakers at Webster 
Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway. 
Call 646-489-4367.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-

tion required. Email huff_reunion@juno.com.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
– #0683 chapter meets at Methodist Church, 
110 N Friendswood Dr. in the educational  
bldg, room 201. Call 832-858-4617 or 713-
875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery, 
open meeting in the Education Bldg., room 
4, 11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-725-8479 or 281-
309-2801.

TUESDAY, SEP. 19
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Monday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice. 
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – Club #05324194 meets vir-
tually at sehouston.toastmastersclubs.org. 
Visit the website or call 832-722-9061. 
7 p.m. Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civic 
Club – meets at 7900 Fuqua (inside Cove-
nant of Faith United Methodist Church). Con-
tact Cathy@cheyder@sbcglobal.net or call 
346-970-3507.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
7 p.m. The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral 
Society – For those interested in earth sci-
ences. League City Library, 100 W Walker St. 
Visit https://www.clgms.org.

WEDNESDAY, SEP. 20
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Carmeliters – a nondenomination-
al group meeting at St. Bernadette Catholic 
Church, 15500 El Camino Real. Call 713-
444-6744.
10 a.m. The Community Club – meets at 
Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Highway. 
Charitable organization of women. Email 
Jmopry@yahoo.com.
Noon AA – See Thursday noon notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway. Casual 
ballroom dancing offered. Call 281-554-
1180.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

773-5248. Help us find 
our baby! 9-14

SERVICE
TREE SERVICE. 
Removal, trimming, top-
ping and pruning (includ-
ing palm trees). Free esti-
mates. Call Ruben 832-
406-0183.  10-5
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-8887.  
 12-28
PRESSURE WASHING! 

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

11555 Beamer         281-484-4337
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 10-5

Support
Leader

Advertisers
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To find care near you, visit
houstonmethodist.org/clearlake
or call 281.333.8899.

Convenient, easy-to-access locations for primary, specialty and 
emergency care in Clear Lake and surrounding communities

We offer a full spectrum of care, 
including:

• Primary care physicians for you and 
your family, providing personal care 
and service

• Specialists with innovative 
treatments and customized 
programs 

• Collaborative teams of experts 
using the newest technologies and 
latest research

45

45

225

8

146

DICKINSON

96

FRIENDSWOOD

TEXAS CITY

PASADENA

DEER PARK

NASSAU BAY

528

518

LEAGUE CITY

270

2351

HOUSTON METHODIST
CLEAR LAKE HOSPITAL

Clear Lake Hospital

Breast Care

Convveeennniiiieeeennnntttt, eeeeaaaassssyyy-ttttooo-aaacccccceesss lllocationnss ffor primary, spec
eemmeerrggeennccyy ccaarree iinn CClleeaarr LLaakkee aanndd surrounding commu

HOUSTON METHODIST
LEADING CARE
where you need us

Emergency Care

Orthopedics &  
      Sports Medicine 

Primary Care

Specialty Care
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