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Despite charges, delays, school 
in Riverstone moves forward
 Despite multiple criminal charges against 
him, the former head of the charter school being 
constructed in Riverstone Ranch recently told 
the Leader that plans for the campus are moving 
forward.
 This past April, former Houston Gateway 
Academy Superintendent Richard Garza was 
charged with one count of conspiracy, two counts 
of theft concerning programs receiving federal 
funds, three counts of wire fraud and two counts 
of engaging in monetary transactions involving 
criminally acquired property after he was ac-
cused of stealing hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars from the school. Houston Gateway Acade-
my IT specialist Ahmad Bokaiyan also faced 
one count of conspiracy and three counts of wire 
fraud. The pair are accused of stealing more than 
$250,000.

 Garza told the Leader that some of the charges 
have since been dropped, but at press time, it was 
unclear which ones, if any.
 At the time of the indictments, it was reported 
that both suspects were fugitives. Garza told the 
Leader, however, that this was untrue.
 While Garza was initially suspended from 
duty, he said he is now back in his position of 
superintendent. 
 According to investigators, Garza awarded a 
$280,841.85 no-bid contract in 2014 to a com-
pany owned by Bokaiyan called Hot Rod Sys-
tems to build an IT system at the new campus, 
even though construction at the school had yet to 
begin. Bokaiyan then allegedly wired $164,381 
into Garza’s personal bank account.
 Investigators allege that Garza used these

Continued on Page 4A

Atkinson to get first-ever playground
 Atkinson Elementary will soon get its � rst 
playground in the campus’s history.
 A joint project with the nonpro� t organization 
KaBOOM!, the effort is being led by Atkinson 
staff members Richard Whittaker and Kim Grz-
esiek.
 According to the KaBOOM! website, “The 

well-being of our communities starts with the 
well-being of our kids. Kids who live in low-in-
come communities face many structural obsta-
cles to play, such as a lack of safe play spaces 
or any place to play at all. We want to make it 
as easy as possible for all kids to learn, explore, 

Continued on Page 4A

Lightning bolt starts apartment fire
 A lightning bolt may have been responsible 
for starting a � re at an apartment complex in the 
10300 block of Almeda Genoa Road near the 
Gulf Freeway around 8 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
14.
 Upon their arrival, Houston Fire Department 
crews found the second � oor of one building 
engulfed in � ames. The blaze quickly spread 

through the attic to other apartments.
 In all, eight units were damaged, leaving 10 
people homeless.
 One female resident was transported to the 
hospital for health problems associated with 
smoke inhalation. One � re� ghter was also treat-
ed on scene for possible heat exhaustion and de-

Continued on Page 4A

Beamer exit to close
 The westbound Beamer exit on Beltway 8 
will be closed from 10 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 24, 
to 5 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 25.

Beltway closures planned
 The eastbound and westbound U-turn lanes 
at Beltway 8 and Beamer will be closed con-
tinuously until further notice.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be 
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
day, Aug. 23.
 At least one alternate lane on the north-
bound Beltway 8 frontage road will be closed at 
Crenshaw daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Monday, Sept. 2.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Vista will be closed 
daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Friday, 
Aug. 30.
 At least one alternate lane on the north-
bound Beltway 8 frontage road from Vista to SH 
225 will be closed daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. and nightly from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Friday, Aug. 30.
 At least two inside northbound Beltway 8 
frontage road lanes will be closed at SH 225 
nightly from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. through the 
morning of Friday, Aug. 30.
 The closures are associated with the project 
to widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes.

CCISD holds meeting
 The Clear Creek Independent School Dis-
trict will hold a public meeting on Monday, 
Aug. 26, to discuss its 2019-2020 budget and 
proposed tax rate. The function will be held at 
6 p.m. at the CCISD Education Support Cen-
ter, 2425 E. Main St. in League City. Public 
participation in the discussion is invited.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one lane on the northbound frontage 
road of the Gulf Freeway from FM 517 to FM 
518 in League City will be closed daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. through Monday, Sept. 30.
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to 
SH 96/League City Parkway will be closed daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 
5 a.m. through Tuesday, Dec. 31. Alternate en-
trance and exit ramps will be closed.
 The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Free-
way at NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 will be 
closed continuously through 5 a.m. Friday, Feb. 
28, 2020. Motorists wishing to access these in-
tersections may exit using the exit to FM 518 
and proceed on the northbound frontage road 
to the intersections or exit using the Bay Area 
Boulevard exit ramp, U-turn and head south to 
the NASA Bypass or FM 528.
 The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Free-
way between SH 96/League City Parkway and 
FM 518 will be closed continuously through 9 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31.
 Drivers traveling north on the main lanes will 
continue to NASA Road 1, exit, then U-turn and 
come back to FM 518.
 At least one alternate lanes of both the north-
bound and southbound main lanes of the Gulf 
Freeway between IH-610 South Loop and Belt-
way 8 South will be closed nightly (excluding 
weekend) from 9 a.m. to 5 a.m. through the 
morning of Friday, Aug. 30.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to � ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Knights sell spaghetti
 The Knights of Columbus will host a fund-
raising dinner Friday, Aug. 30, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
in the St. Luke Catholic Church social hall, 
11011 Hall Road. The menu includes all-you-
can-eat spaghetti  with the original KC 9201 
pasta sauce, two made-from-scratch Italian 
meatballs, garden salad with Italian dressing, 
French bread and ice tea or lemonade. Cost is 
$7 eat-in or take-out. For children under 12, 
the cost is $3 (one meatball), eat-in only.

Prayer walk set for Aug. 31  
 
 School Prayer Walks USA will host a prayer 
walk from 9 to 10 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 31, 
at Beverly Hills Intermediate School, located at 
11111 Beamer Road. All are welcome to pray 
for the protection and peace of students and 
staff. For more information, call 281-484-0901.

Clothing drive underway
 Assistance League of the Bay Area volun-
teers are ready to help clothe local students 
through their largest annual philanthropic 
program, Operation School Bell. This pro-
gram provides clothing, shoes, and hygiene 
kits to children, pre-kindergarten through 
high school. 
 School districts served are Clear Creek, 
Dickinson, Friendswood, La Porte, Deer 
Park, Texas City and Odessey campuses Bay 
Area and Galveston Island.
 Operation School Bell funding is raised 
through the Assistance League Resale Shop, 
100 E. NASA Parkway, Suite 80, in Web-
ster, and is the group’s annual fundraiser. 
This year’s event Mamma Mia! The Party 
is scheduled for Feb. 8, 2020 at Lakewood 
Yacht Club in Seabrook.

Juarez featured on Project Row House
 Former Dobie student Sabrina Juarez is hav-
ing her artwork featured as part of the Project 
Row House series.
 Following her high school graduation, Juarez, 
now 23, attended the University of Houston, 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in  photog-
raphy and digital media.
 Project Row Houses is a community platform 
that enriches lives through art with an emphasis 

on cultural identity and its impact on the urban 
landscape.
 “We engage neighbors, artists, and enterprises 
in collective creative action to help materialize 
sustainable opportunities in marginalized com-
munities,” the group states on its website.
 Project Row Houses occupies a signi� cant 
footprint in Houston’s historic Third Ward.

Continued on Page 3A

CCISD excels on 2019 state tests
 The Clear Creek Independent School District 
once again outperformed the state average on 
all academic, graduation, and college and career 
readiness indicators as outlined in the Texas Ed-
ucation Agency’s 2019 accountability results. 
 “As I often have said, we utilize the State’s 
ever-changing accountability system as just one 
indicator to guide our continuous improvement 
efforts,” said Dr. Greg Smith, superintendent of 
schools. “I am proud of the work of our students 
and teachers as they are the heart of our collec-
tive success.”
 In the newly released A-F rating system, 36 of 
the 43 CCISD schools were issued an A or B, six 
issued a C, and Clear View High School received 

a D. Clear View High School is an alternative to 
a traditional high school for approximately 200 
students who are at-risk of graduation for vary-
ing personal reasons. “It is a wonderful learning 
environment, intentionally designed to provide 
each student the academic, social and emotion-
al support to get back on track, graduate, and go 
on to a college, a career or the military. And they 
do.” said Smith. “It is an A+ school, and our com-
munity knows it.”
 Overall, the school district earned a 91 percent 
when calculating the three domains of student 
achievement, school progress and closing the gaps. 
However, due to an arbitrary rule added in July 

Continued on Page 4A

Pasadena ISD receives $2M in grants
By Rebeca Lazo

Pasadena ISD Communications
 During the June and July board meetings, the 
Pasadena Independent School District Board 
of Trustees approved six grant awards totaling 
nearly $2 million for various schools and depart-
ments in the district.
 The following grants were approved:
 – CASE Partnership Grant; $30,000; Harris 
County Department of Education. Frazier Ele-
mentary will use this grant funding to provide 
high-quality after-school programing for a mini-
mum of 55 students.
 – “Let’s Get Physical” – Phase III Grant; 
$5,000; Oliver Foundation. This grant has been 
awarded to Turner Elementary and will be used 
to purchase exercise equipment for the “Let’s 

Get Physical” program for Turner’s second grade 
students. Equipment provided by the funds in-
clude: 10 Exerpeuticadjustable exercise bikes 
with desk, 13 adjustable student standing desks, 
nine Trideerball chairs, and nine Wobble Stools.
 – Make it Mobile Grant; $4,286; Lowe’s Tool-
box for Education. Freeman Elementary will use 
the award to purchase mobile shelving units for 
the school’s library. With the shelves, the librar-
ian will have the ability to move the shelving for 
various events to create a � exible learning envi-
ronment and shared library space with minimal 
disruptions to learning.
 – Texas Education for Homeless Children and 
Youth Grant; $145,675; Texas Education Agen-
cy. Awarded to the Pasadena ISD Special Pro-

Continued on Page 4A

Filing ends in mayoral, council races
 Filing has ended for the Nov. 5 City of Hous-
ton elections, with a large � eld of candidates 
competing for multiple races affecting the South 
Belt community.
 In the race for mayor, incumbent Sylvester 
Turner is facing 11 challengers. Vying for the 
position are Kendall Baker; Dwight A. Boykins; 
Derrick Broze; Tony Buzbee; Naoufal Houjami; 
Bill King; Sue Lovell; Victoria Romero; Deme-
tria Smith; Johnny “J.T.” Taylor; and Roy J. 
Vasquez.
 Front-runners include Buzbee, King, Boykins 
and Lovell. Buzbee and King are both successful 
attorneys and businessmen, while Boykins and 
Lovell are current and former members of Hous-

ton City Council, respectively.
 Boykins currently represents District D, which 
encompasses much of the South Belt communi-
ty.
 Many of the candidates, including all of the 
aforementioned front-runners, are campaign-
ing on their support for Houston � re� ghters and 
2018’s Proposition B, which pared � re� ghter 
pay with that of police of� cers. While approved 
by voters, the proposition – opposed by Turner – 
was later ruled unconstitutional.
 For his efforts, Boykins has landed the en-
dorsement from the Houston Professional Fire 
Fighters Association, which has been notably at 
odds with Turner.

 In the race to � ll Boykins’ District D seat, can-
didates include Anthony Kirk Allen; Carla Brai-
ley; Andrew C. Burks Jr.; Rashad Cave; Marlon 
A. Christian; Dennis Grif� n; Mike Grissom; 
T. “Nissi” Hamilton; Brad “Scarface” Jordan; 
Travis McGee; Dontrell L. Montgomery; Ken 
Moore; Jerome Provost; Carolyn Evans-Shaba-
zz; and Terrill D. Thomas.
 Jordan has garnered much media attention in 
the race, as he is a well-known rapper.
 In the District E City Council race, incumbent 
Dave Martin is facing challenger Sam Cleveland.
 South Belt resident Ericka McCrutcheon, who 
serves as president of the Kirkwood Civic Club, 
is running for Houston City Council At-Large 
Position 4. McCrutcheon will face Bill Bald-

win; Christel Bastida; Anthony Dolce� no; Javier 
Gonzalez; Tiko Hausman; Nick Hellyar; James 
“Joe” Joseph; Jennifer L. Laney; Letitia Plum-
mer; and Jason Rowe.
 If elected, McCrutcheon said the city’s infra-
structure would be a top priority for her. Other 
priorities include street and sidewalk repairs; 
additional bike and mobility scooter lanes; and 
� ood control projects.
 South Belt residents will have a chance to also 
vote on four other at-large positions, as well as 
city controller.
 Several of the races will likely head to a sub-
sequent runoff, as no one candidate will receive 
the 50 percent of the vote necessary to secure the 
spot among the crowded � eld of competitors.

Students return to school

South Belt students have returned to school, with Pasadena ISD and Clear Creek ISD both 
starting the 2019-2020 academic year on Monday, Aug. 19. Shown above at Stuchbery El-
ementary are members of the student patrol, which assist with the school’s arrival proce-
dures. Students patrol members pictured are, left to right, Alizae Munoz, Isela Jimenez and 
Camila Franco Lopez.  Photo submitted

City cooling centers remain open
 City of Houston cooling centers, consisting of 
11 multiservice centers, 60 community centers 
and 40 library locations remain available during 
business hours, however the City of Houston 
Public Health Heat Emergency Plan has been 
suspended, including free METRO rides to des-
ignated cooling centers.
 The plan is activated when the heat index 
reaches 108 degrees two or more consecutive 
days and suspended when it falls below that 
threshold.

 High-risk groups such as adults age 55 and 
older, children under the age of � ve and peo-
ple with chronic illness are urged to stay inside 
air-conditioned buildings between 1 p.m. and 5 
p.m., the hottest part of the day.
 The Houston Health Department urges people 
to protect themselves and loved ones from poten-
tially deadly heat-related illness with the follow-
ing tips:
 – Stay hydrated by drinking more water

Continued on Page 4A
Heavy rains fall on South Belt area
 The South Belt area was hit hard by storms the 
evening of Wednesday, Aug. 14, causing exten-
sive � ooding in the area.
 According to the Harris County Flood Control 
District, the community received nearly 3 inches 
of rain in just approximately two hours, with the 
rain gauge at the A120 Beamer ditch at Hughes 
Road recording 2.92 inches of rain between 7 
and 9 p.m.

 Signi� cant � ooding was reported on multiple 
area thoroughfares, including both Fuqua and 
Blackhawk.
 Several South Belt residents also reported los-
ing electrical power for up to 12 hours.
 Lightning may have also caused an apartment 
� re on Almeda Genoa Road near the Gulf Free-
way. 
 See related story on this page.

Again, again and again!

Crashes at the intersection of Beamer and Beltway 8 have become commonplace, with ac-
cidents often happening multiple times a week. The above crash took place Saturday, Aug. 
17, just four days after another serious accident occurred at the spot. The three-vehicle 
crash shown above was caused by a driver from Alvin running the light, police said. A preg-
nant woman involved was transported to the hospital to be checked. The Leader is reaching 
out to city of� cials to see what can be done to improve safety at the crossing. See related 
editorial on Page 2A.  Photo by Marie Flickinger
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Adding to the 16 presidential homes and libraries they visited last year, Catherine 
(above and below, right) and Jeff O’Brien returned from a three-week road trip 
where they added seven more presidents to their list. Their 6500-mile trip took 
them through 14 states and three Canadian provinces. They rode a ferry from New 
Brunswick to Nova Scotia, across the famous Bay of Fundy. Biologist Catherine 
was excited to see whales, dolphins and seals. When asked why they went to Nova 
Scotia, Jeff replied, “to play golf,” which he did in Yarmouth and in Niagara Falls. 
They visited the Titanic memorial in Halifax, the � nal resting place for 121 victims 
of that tragedy. In Niagara Falls, the O’Briens stayed on the Canadian side, where 
they toured under the falls and took a boat tour to just below the Horseshoe Falls. 
In addition to their hotel that overlooked the American falls, they stayed in B&Bs in 
Yarmouth, a 1782 farmhouse in New Hampshire and an 1888 Victorian mansion in 
Little Rock. Jeff’s sister accompanied them on the trip and was excited to see their 
family homestead in Tennessee, which is on the historical register.

O’Briens visit Niagara Falls

The San Jacinto College District is committed to equal opportunity for all students, employees, and applicants 
without regard to race, creed, color, national origin, citizenship status, age, disability, pregnancy, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, genetic information, marital status, or veteran status in 
accordance with applicable federal and state laws. The following College official has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the College’s non-discrimination policies: Vice Chancellor of Human Resources, 4620 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, TX 77504; 281-991-2659; Sandra.Ramirez@sjcd.edu.

281-998-6150 | sanjac.edu

FALL CLASSES BEGIN AUGUST 26
APPLY, REGISTER, AND PAY ONLINE AT

WWW.SANJAC.EDU
CENTRAL CAMPUS

8060 SPENCER HWY.
PASADENA, TEXAS 77505

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 UVALDE ROAD

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77049

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 BEAMER ROAD

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77089 

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 OLD HWY. 146

LA PORTE, TEXAS 77571

San Jacinto Your Success Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

 
 

Horizon Montessori 
Public School

ENROLLING NOW!!!!!
FREE TUITION

Grades PK3 - Grade 5

2319 N. Grand Boulevard, Bldg. 6
Pearland, Texas 77581

www.hmps.net
(281)485-2500

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)

(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 

Consultations

We’ve Got Your BACK!

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd. 
Houston, TX 77089
(281) 481-1623 www.burleighchiro.com

Now Accepting Most Insurance (including Medicare)
and Personal Injury Claims

Now contracted with Kelsey Care 
Advantage Plans.

South Belt Leader vacationers vie for Schlitterbahn ticket prizes

The Burleigh family enjoyed a quick getaway with their recent visit to Colorado. They 
� ew to Denver and visited many of the beautiful mountain ranges and state parks. 
Shown above are, left to right, Bethany Burleigh, Denise Burleigh and Barry Burleigh at 
White River National Forest (Maroon Bells Aspen) which features a beautiful re� ective 
lake and two 14,000-foot mountains. At right, Bethany (right) and Barry also walked in 
the snow at Breckenridge Ski Resort. Barry grew up in the South Belt area and is the 
owner/chiropractor of Burleigh Chiropractic (formerly Stokes Chiropractic center). De-
nise is a licensed insurance sales agent who owns Insurance for All Ages Agency.

The Burleigh family escape to Colorado to beat the heat

This summer, the Robleses 
enjoyed a family vacation  in 
Europe, visiting Spain and 
Paris. Shown left at Marbel-
la beach in Spain are, left to 
right, Luis Robles, Natalie 
Robles, Tanya Robles, Otil-
ia Robles and Luis Carlos 
Robles. Shown right, posing 
in front of the famous Eiffel 
Tower are, left to right,  Luis, 
Otilia, Natalie, Tanya and 
Carlos. Shown below enjoy-
ing Disney Land Paris, are, 
left to right, Luis, Natalie, 
Otilia, Tanya and Carlos. The 
family members have been 
South Belt residents for sev-
en years and members of the 
South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber. Their children gradu-
ated from Cristo Rey Jesuit 
high school. Natalie and Tan-
ya attend UH-Clear Lake and 
Carlos attends San Jac.

Robleses enjoy family vacation to Europe

 Representatives from 
Magister, the largest teach-
er-training enterprise in 
Madrid, spent three days at 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake meeting with Gigi Do, 
assistant vice president of 
Global Learning and Strate-
gy, and the deans of all four 
colleges to collaborate on a 
potential study-abroad, stu-
dent-exchange program.
 Magister designs, devel-
ops and teaches new under-
graduate and graduate pro-
grams for � ve universities in 
Spain. Representatives pro-
posed numerous collabora-
tive degree options, including 
creating a joint dual master’s 
program with UH-Clear Lake 
in the Master of Science in 
multicultural studies with 
bilingual or ESL specializa-
tions and Bachelor of Science 
in interdisciplinary studies 
with core subjects EC-6 with 
bilingual supplemental certi-
� cation, both offered through 
UHCL’s College of Educa-
tion.
 “We think our master’s 
in bilingual education and 
teaching Spanish as a second 
language could be especial-
ly interesting to UHCL stu-
dents, as they are accredited 
by the Ministry of Education 
in Spain and can be taken on-
line from any location,” said 
Ana Maria Gonzalez Martin, 
Magister’s executive director 
of global initiatives and oper-
ations.
 Applications for students 
studying art and design, so-
ciology, museum studies, 
anthropology, cross-cultural 
and global studies, history 
and other disciplines on the 
undergraduate and graduate 
level in the College of Hu-
man Sciences and Human-
ities abound as well in this 
framework, said Rick Short, 
HSH dean.
 Gonzalez said Magister 
is prepared to provide class-
room and of� ce space within 
a centrally located building 
near the Museo del Prado 
and other internationally re-
nowned museums.
 Opportunities could be 
created for internships for 

students across all disci-
plines, and UHCL profes-
sors could become visiting 

researchers, scholars and lec-
turers in various Spanish uni-
versities, and vice-versa.

UHCL offering study abroad
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Include s

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Include s “Expre ss 
Exterior” Plu s

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Include s “Shine & 
Poli sh” Plu s • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 9/14/19.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

ASE Certified Mechanic On Duty
Off Auto
Alignment$10

With coupon only. No reproductions. Not valid with any other discount.

281-741-9949

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

BBB Accredited Business

11101 Resource Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

Colossus 28” 1 Topping $34.99
Carry-out Only. 

Awesome fresh wings, many flavors.
Delivery/Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.

11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Til 11 p.m. Fri/Sat.

Experience Does 
Matter!!

Experienced Broker and 
Apartment LocatorLa’Wanda Lendsey

Great Reviews on 
HAR and Zillow!

Seabrough Dr. Pearland, (Waterview) $400’s 4/5/3
N. Sunset Dr. Pearland, $250’s 3/2

Call me today!
Direct: 832.545.7005 Website: Har.com/LLendsey

Lots of Programs Available for 1st-Time Home 
Buyers & Everyday Heroes

SOLD

PENDING

Football Scrimmages
Friday, Aug. 23

Dobie at
Beaumont United
BISD Memorial Stadium

Clear Brook at
Pearland Dawson

The Rig, Pearland
Both varsity starts at 7 p.m.

Former Brook star headed to Rome

Anthony Miles (with ball) graduated from Clear 
Brook High School in 2008 and at the time was 
the all-time leading scorer within the varsity boys 
basketball program. Following a steady career at 
Lamar University in Beaumont, Miles was not 
drafted into the NBA but has instead enjoyed a 

7 plus-year career overseas. The Dutch Basket-
bal League scoring champion in his debut season 
in 2013, Miles is now set to play for Eurobasket 
Roma of the SeieA2 Italia league in Rome. He, his 
wife, Nicole, and their children traveled to Rome 
earlier this week. See Page 6B for more.

281-464-SOLD (7653)
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

New! SAGEGLEN - 3-2-2, vaulted ceiling in den with fireplace, 
CCISD, investor special! #PER

New! SAGEMEADOW - 3-2-2, new laminate flooring, fresh paint, 
vaulted ceiling with custom skylights, covered patio, and large deck!  
Won’t Last! #BUD

SAGEMEADOW - nice 4-2-2, both formals, den with fireplace and 
cathedral ceiling, beautiful craftsman style finishes, covered patio, pretty 
landscaping! #MOR

KIRKMONT - 3-2-2, den with fireplace, wet bar, dining room!  #STH
Kirkwood South - Great 3-2-2 with courtyard, covered patio, den with 

fireplace! #Ber

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
Do What Moves You!

SOLD in 4 DAYS!
SOLD in 3 DAYS!

SOLD in 4 DAYS!
SOLD in 5 DAYS!

Dobie, Brook VB
keep wins coming
 Dobie won its fifth 
match in seven starts af-
ter an 0-4 start, and Clear 
Brook won its second 
straight match as both var-
sity programs continue to 
build momentum toward 
district play.
 Clear Brook is 7-5 over-
all this season after get-
ting past Summer Creek 
and Dulles in consecutive 
starts.
 The Lady Wolverines 
handed Summer Creek a 
25-14, 26-24, 25-13 loss 
Aug. 16 to get back over 
the .500 mark and to end a 
two-match losing streak.
 Head coach Meredith 
Thompson’s team kept 
things rolling with a 25-
16, 25-12, 25-15 victory 
over the Dulles Lady Vi-

kings Aug. 20, keeping the 
flow going in the proper 
direction.
 Junior Kailin Newsome 
still leads the team in kills, 
with Kayleigh Schultz set-
ting the tone as the leader 
in assists.
 The Lady Longhorns 
are now 5-5 this season af-
ter topping Spring Aug. 20 
at home, the win coming 
after the locals endured a 
difficult stretch to begin 
the season. 
 Spring captured the first 
set 25-18 before the Lady 
Longhorns stormed back 
to take the next three sets 
and the win, 25-19, 25-
21, 25-21. Dobie simply 
played off a strong show-
ing at Dickinson.

Continued on Page 6B

Scrimmages mean football season is near
 An entire offseason and 
now almost two full weeks 
of preseason now com-
plete, teams from across 
the state that took part in 
spring practices will fi-
nally get the chance to go 
against opposing teams.
 It’s scrimmage week-
end Aug. 22-24 for those 
teams, and Clear Brook 
and Dobie are among those 
groups looking forward to 
seeing a different colored 
jersey or two across the 
line of scrimmage.
 A playoff team in 2018 
under the direction of first 
-year head coach Lupe 
Florez, the Clear Brook 
Wolverines will scrim-
mage the Dawson Eagles 
Friday, Aug. 23, at The 
Rig in Pearland as both 
teams get one crack as a 
dress rehearsal before the 

regular season comes the 
following week.
 Not that it matters, 
but Florez and his staff 
will match up against the 
man he replaced at Clear 
Brook, current Dawson 
head coach Mike Allison.
 Both programs have 
great hopes for this season 
as well. Dawson is looking 
to get back to the playoffs 
in a District 23-6A align-
ment that is headed by de-
fending undefeated cham-
pion Pearland and Strake 
Jesuit, which was second a 
season ago.
 In District 24-6A, the 
Wolverines will again go 
against defending cham-
pion Clear Springs, and 
Dickinson has advanced 
to the second round of 
the postseason three times 
running. After that, the 
Wolverines should be able 

coach Anthony Renfroe 
await. La Porte is com-
ing off a 2018 season in 
which it won just two of 
10 games.
 Dobie’s scrimmage 
season gets going Aug. 23 
with a trip to Beaumont to 
go against a United High 
School squad that was just 
2-8 in 2018 as well.
 For Dobie, it’s about 
solidifying an answer at 
quarterback and rounding 
off the rough edges before 
the regular season starts 
Thursday, Aug. 29, at Vet-
erans Stadium in Pasade-
na.
 The Longhorns figure 
to be led by 1,000 plus-
yard rusher Darius Hale 
this season after the now 
junior debuts with 16 
touchdowns as a sopho-
more.
 Dobie went on to go 

to have their way with the 
rest of the field.
 Clear Brook will open 
the 2019 regular season 

Friday, Aug. 30, at Bull-
dog Stadium in La Porte, 
where the new-look Bull-
dogs and first-year head 

7-3 last season, which was 
good for a playoff berth.
 This is a new season 
for Clear Brook and Do-
bie, and the expectations 
should be as high as pos-
sible.
 The biggest goal from 
a scrimmage standpoint 
is to remain healthy. From 
there, it’ll be time to focus 
on the regular season and 
10 games that will mean 
so much come November.

PerrysRestaurants.com

$2 OFF per lb.
on ribeye, NY strip & fi let mignon
with purchase of 10 lbs. or more.

Offer valid through September 2, 2019

Friendswood & Scarsdale

SUMMER MARKET SPECIAL

Read us online at:
www.southbeltleader.com
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Dobie 19, Alvin 0
Boys’ doubles
1) Sebastian Delgado/Quan Dinh (D) def. Caleb Smith/Zach Tafoya 8-2.
2) Hayden Lazo/Tristan Pedraza (D) def. LA Deberny/Adrian Rodriguez 8-4.
3) Lael Martinez/Brian Nguyen (D) def. Hugh Roth/Justin Thompson 8-0.

Girls’ doubles
1) Julia Bui/Kristy Morales (D) def. Jordan Curtner/Reata Evans 8-0.
2) Erica Hay/Gisell Morales (D) def. Ari’anna Cole/Eden Haneline 8-1.
3) Jennifer Ho/Megan Rodriguez (D) def. Layla Delgado/Larissa Saenz 8-2.

Mixed doubles
1) Thailony Kam Trevino/Kyle Redmon (D) def. Jordan Weber/Jonathan Molder 
9-7.

Boys’ singles
1) Sebastian Delgado (D) def. LA Deberny 6-3, 6-1.
2) Tristan Pedraza (D) def. Adrian Rodriguez 6-4, 6-3.
3) Quan Dinh (D) def. Zach Tafoya 6-2, 6-3.
4) Hayden Lazo (D) def. Jonathan Molder 5-7, 6-0, 10-0.
5) Kyle Redmon (D) def. Caleb Smith 6-1, 6-2.
6) Brian Nguyen (D) def. Hugh Roth 6-1, 6-1.

Girls’ singles
1) Julia Bui (D) def. Jordan Weber 6-2, 6-0.
2) Kristy Morales (D) dev Jordan Curtner 6-1, 6-0.
3) Gisell Morales (D) def. Reata Evans 6-0, 6-1.
4) Erica Hay (D) def. Eden Haneline 6-0, 6-0.
5) Jennifer Ho (D) def. Ari’anna Cole 6-1, 6-0.
6) Megan Rodriguez (D) def. Larissa Saenz 6-4, 6-2.

At right, former San 
Jacinto College re-
liever Luis Quinones 
(above) has continued 
his strong start to his 
professional baseball 
career within the To-
ronto Blue Jays’ orga-
nization. The 22-year-
old was taken in the 
34th round of the 2019 
amateur draft by the 
Jays, and has been 
nothing short of spec-
tacular. In his latest 
outing Aug. 13, Qui-
nones struck out eight 
over four shutout in-
nings, earning the win 
for his Class A Short 
Season Vancouver Ca-
nadians, competing in 
the Northwest League. 
Quinones is 1-1 in sev-
en overall games this 
season with an earned 
run average of .0.86. 
He has struck out 31 
batters in 21 frames to 
this point.

Vancouver Canadians photo 

Former San Jac Gator reliever still excelling

 Nothing short of 
spectacular as a fresh-
man last season at 
San Jacinto College, 
hard-throwing Luke 
Little has now thrust 

himself into the national 
spotlight. 
 Little � rst went 3-1 with 
two saves keeping oppos-
ing offenses to a 2.04 
earned run average in his 

� rst season with the Ga-
tors. Perhaps most impres-
sively, Little struck out 69 
batters over just 35.3 in-
nings as he helped the Ga-
tors go 42-12.

San Jacinto College left-hander Luke Little was named the top pitching pros-
pect by perfectgame.org after an eye-popping summer season in the North-
wood League with the Traverse City Pit Spitters.

SJC baseball’s Little draws national attention

Dobie delivers impressive performance at debut cross-country event
 The high school 
cross-country season is off 
and running for the Long-
horns after the school’s 
varsity and junior varsi-
ty boys and girls teams 
showed well at the Huff-
man High School Relays 
Aug. 16 to open things.
 Dobie’s Alberto Campa 
and Geraldo Torres were 
particularly impressive, 
combining to capture the 
gold medal in the varsity 
boys 6-mile race in a time 
of 33 minutes, 21.9 sec-
onds, winning by nearly a 
half a minute.
 The duo’s performance 
allowed the Longhorns to 

take fourth overall in the 
team standings. 
 Kingwood Park came 
up with the third- and 
fourth-place � nishers en 
route to the team crown, 
with second-place Barbers 
Hill producing second and 
ninth-place efforts to high-
light its morning. Host 
Huffman was third, just 
ahead of Dobie.
 Elsewhere in the varsity 
boys division, Javier Mar-
tinez and Jordan Martinez 
were 15th with a time of 
36:04.9, and teammates 
Jackson Ruiz and Robert 
Montano were 26th with a 
clocking of 38:11.8.

 Thirty-sixth place and 
a time of 38:05.55 went to 
the Longhorns’ Julio Mar-
tinez and Michael Depaz.
 “The hard work these 
guys put in this summer is 
showing up in the results,” 
Dobie boys head coach Ir-
vin Theodile said.
 The Dobie varsity girls 
were third in the � nal team 
standings, and the Lady 
Longhorns’ junior varsity 
squad also wound up third.
 Junior Amary Single-
ton, a Region III quali� er 
in both 2017 and 2018, 
also got off to a solid start 
to her season. She teamed 
with third-year varsity 

standout Grace Castane-
da in the 4-mile race for 
a time of 26.52.3, with 
eighth place the result.
 A time of 27.17.1 came 
with 13th place overall for 
2018 regional quali� er 
Izzy Padilla and her team-
mate Danielle Colunga, 
who is now in her fourth 
season..
 At 28.46.9, the Do-
bie pairing of McKenzie 
Rankins and Abby Duron 
took 23rd.
 Karissa Hernandez 
Hernandez and Miran-
da Serrano were 34th in 
a time of 31.08.2 in the 
varsity division to cap the 

team’s effort in that divi-
sion.
 On the junior varsi-
ty end of things, the girls 
also placed third for a ter-
ri�  c debut to their season. 
Kiandra Porter and Nayeli 
Perez teamed for the 12th 
overall position with a 
time of 31:49.0.
 The No. 14 spot went 
to Abigail Ortiz and Leslie 
Cruz at 32:02.8, and Ana 
Alfaro and Isabella Del-
gado were the teammates 
for 20th place in a time of 
33:56.4.
 Valery Baez and Isela 
Munoz also contributed a 
great effort, placing 33rd 

with a clocking of 36:08.8.
 “I am very pleased 
with our opening perfor-
mance,” Dobie girls’ coach 
Mo Hickman said. “These 
young ladies sacri� ced 
their summer of sleeping 
in everyday to training be-
fore the sun comes up.  
 “We have a lot of new 
members joining the pro-
gram this season and I am 
really looking forward to 
developing our younger 
runners.  
 “Our potential varsity 
team this year is a great 
group of runners that train 
and work very well to-
gether.  

 “Most of the varsity 
runners are returners from 
the past two seasons and 
are doing a great job of 
providing a strong nucle-
us.  Of course we miss our 
last years senior standouts 
(Itzari) Galarza and (Mi-
chaela) Munoz), but the 
young guns are eager to 
step right in.  
 “We � nished third on 
both levels behind very 
reputable teams last week, 
so we will take that op-
portunity and continue to 
learn, develop and grow.  
We are very excited the 
season has started and are 
training hard for October.”

 Class of 2019 graduate 
Taylor Pleasants and her 
teammates captured gold 
for the third straight time, 
delivering a 4-3 walk-off 
win over Japan in eight 
innings to win the World 
Baseball Softball Confed-
eration’s U-19 Women’s 
Softball World Cup Title 
Aug. 17 in Irvine, Calif.
 Scoreless after the reg-
ulation seven innings of 
play, the game reverted to 
the international tiebreak-
er for the top of the eighth 
inning, with Japan quickly 
vaulting ahead 3-0 and on 
the verge of a win.
 In the bottom of the 
eighth inning, the USA’s 
Frankie Hammoude came 
up with the biggest hit of 
the tournament, smacking 
a game-tying three run ho-
mer. 
 Later in the frame, 
USA’s Charla Echols tri-
pled and scored on a walk-
off hit by Jasmine Sievers 
for the 4-3 win.
 Pleasants did not bat in 
the title game but made her 
presence felt during the 
tournament. She walked 
and scored a run during a 

15-0 win over Botswana 
Aug. 11, and was 1 for 3 
with a run scored in an 8-0 
win over Czech Republic.
 The now Louisiana 
State University freshman 
softball player also tripled 
and drove in a run as USA 
reached the championship 
game with a win over Aus-
tralia.

 Pleasants, the 2018-
2019 District 22-6A Most 
Valuable Player in both 
volleyball and softball, is 
now among the all-time 
great female student-ath-
letes from Dobie after a 
career that saw her be a 
four-year starter in the two 
sports from the moment 
she arrived on campus.

USA, Pleasants win gold

Taylor Pleasants

Texas AirHogs Fall Baseball Classic
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 14-15

Grand Prairie, Texas

Dobie’s Geraldo Torres maneuvered the course at Huffman High School excep-
tionally well as the Longhorn boys got off to a fourth-place start at the team 
relay event to begin the 2019 campaign.

Dobie’s Geraldo Torres (left) and Alberto Campa display their � rst-place med-
als after combining to win the Huffman Relay 6-mile varsity boys event in a 
time of 33 minutes, 21.9 seconds.

Sept. 14 Games

9 a.m. – Cisco vs. McLennan

11:30 a.m. – Galveston vs. Cisco

2 p.m. – McLennan vs. San Jac

4:30 p.m. – Odessa vs. Galveston

7 p.m. San Jac vs. Odessa

Sept. 15 Games

9 a.m. – Odessa vs. Weatherford

11:30 a.m. – Seminole vs. San Jac

2 p.m. – Seminole vs. Weatherford

4:30 p.m. – Galveston vs. Navarro

7 p.m. Navarro vs. McLennan

 Now, Little has kept 
his resume looking 
strong. Pitching this 
summer for the Traverse 
City Pit Splitters of the 
Northwood League, Lit-
tle was dominant out of 
the team’s bullpen.
 Tossing 12 1/3 in-
nings, Little went 3-0 
with 22 strikeouts. The 
left-hander regularly 
sat at 95 to 97 miles per 
hour with his fastball and 
touched 99 three times.
 Little has committed 
to pitch beyond the 2020 
season at the Universi-
ty of South Carolina but 
may have other choices.
 Named the Northwood  
League’s top pitching 
prospect by perfectgame.
org, Little is projected to 
be an early-round selec-
tion in the 2020 MLB 
First-Year Player Draft 
next June.
 For now, Little is back 
at San Jacinto and work-
ing on his studies and 
preparing for preseason 
workouts with the Ga-
tors. His future seems 
bright at the preseason 
begins.

A top prospect

Netters � nding rhythm

 A 19-0 victory over an 
understaffed Alvin squad 
isn’t likely to dramatically 
alter the Dobie team tennis 
squad’s 2019 season, but 
there are de� nite signs that 
things are coming together 
just in time for District 22-
6A play.
 Even with hard-fought 
10-9 losses to Shadow 
Creek and George Ranch, 
the Longhorns are now 4-8 
with just a smidge more 
than two weeks remaining 
before the 22-6A opener at 
Summer Creek.
 Dobie head coach Man-
uel Moreno Jr. acknowledg-
es the Longhorns need to 
squeeze more production 
out of the boys draw mov-
ing forward, but overall, 
he’s pleased.
 “We had 5-2 leads in 
those losses to George 
Ranch and Shadow Creek 
after the doubles and 
couldn’t get to 10 wins, so 
we have to � nd a way to win 
the big points, particularly 
on the boys’ side.
 “Shadow Creek was very 

good, so it’s a little easier 
to take that one, but we re-
ally feel like we are at least 
on par with some of these 
teams we have lost to, and 
just haven’t done it.”
 Moreno is con� dent in 
the team’s doubles pairs, 
particularly as No. 1 girls 
singles player Julia Bui has 
teamed with Kristy Mo-
rales at No. 1, with Hay and 
Gisell Morales shoring up 
the No. 2 spot.
 “We have played 12 
matches so far and have a 
few more coming before 
district,” Moreno said.
 “These have been learn-
ing experiences for us, and I 
do love the tight-knit group 
we have. It’s great to coach 
this group. Probably the 
most fun in my 21 years.”

Upcoming Dobie Runs
Bulldog Relays

Northwest Park, La Porte, 8 a.m.
Fri., Aug. 23

Huntsville Invit.
Barr Ross Park, Huntsville
Thurs., Aug. 29, 3:30 p.m.

Galveston Beach Invit.
East Beach, 7:30 a.m.

Fri., Sept. 6

JFD blanks Alvin
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Ja son Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly service s  
      with your 
children and pet s’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com
281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention adverti sers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participant s will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

Support

Leader

Advertisers

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com

www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4B

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534
visit us online at 

www.southbeltleader.com

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problem s?

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656

Commercial, Indu strial & Re sidential

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español

832-715-6441
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

CURRY INC.
A/C - HEATING 

SERVICE
   Commercial &
     Residential 
Call for New Equipment Specials

713-817-2232
713-643-5765

Serving the Houston Area since 1965
TACLA#023879E

FOR WHEN LIFE BRINGS
YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

Our Classified s will give you a wide selection 
of professional service people who advertise there. 

You can compare and choose from among 
them in the SERVICES columns and be ready 

for anything shocking ahead! 

The Classified s – read them and use them; 
They’re there when you need them!

281-481-5656
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Born a true scorer on 
the basketball court, 
Anthony Miles (1) be-
gan his school career 
at Beverly Hills In-
termediate and then 
became the all-time 
leading scorer at Clear 
Brook High School. 
More of a tradition-
al point guard at La-
mar University, Miles 
has now been an out-
standing scorer while 
playing professionally 
overseas. He is set to 
begin his eighth season 
later this month.

Anthony Miles (shooting) is coming off a 2018-2019 season in which he aver-
aged 20.9 points per game while making 37 percent of his 3-point attempts and 
78 percent of his free throws for Cagliari Dinamo Academy. He’s now with yet 
another new squad, looking to have his most productive season yet.

Dobie volleyball improving
Continued from Page 1B
 Dobie entered play at 
the Dickinson Invitation-
al with no wins over the 
� rst week-plus of the sea-
son, then dropped another 
match to fall to 0-4.
 From there, though, the 
Lady Longhorns had to 
feel great about both their 
progress and results after 
eventually making their 
way to the bronze plaque 
match.
 Junior Victoria Thom-
as was an All-Tournament 
pick for the locals as she 
was one of the team’s kills 
leaders over the six match-
es.
 North Forney opened 
the tournament with a 25-
14, 25-21 defeat of Dobie, 
but then the wins began to 
come.
 Keasea Robinson and 
Precious Oko had six kills 
apiece as Dobie downed 
Alief Hastings 25-27, 25-
14, 25-18 for its � rst win 
of the young season.
 Next, Madison Garrett 
had six kills as the Lady 
Longhorns took down 
Danbury 25-13, 25-17 in a 
pool play game.
 Dobie then went up 
against Galveston Ball, 
getting a 25-14, 25-19 

victory as Thomas’ seven 
kills paved the way at the 
nets.
 Alayna Gonzalez paced 
the team with six kills 
of her own as Dobie ad-
vanced deeper with a 25-
22, 25-13 victory over 
Morton Ranch.

 In that battle for the 
bronze award, Kempner 
emerged with a 26-24, 25-
13 victory, leaving Dobie 
at 4-2 for the tournament 
but de� nitely feeling bet-
ter about the way things 
are coming along to this 
point.

 Friends and former col-
leagues of longtime Dobie 
High School staffer Barry 
E. Harris have finalized 
plans for the first-ever 
South Belt 5K and Kids 1K 
Run/Walk, benefiting Har-
ris’ scholarship fund. Harris 
was a longtime Dobie in-
structor and Pasadena ISD 
athletics supporter prior to 
his death in 2018 from the 
affects of cancer. Proceeds 
from the South Belt 5K and 
Kids 1K events will go to 
aid the Harris scholarship 
fund in future years.  
 The event, complete with 
a certified course, is set for 
Saturday, Nov. 9, begin-
ning and ending at Dobie 
High School while traveling 
through El Franco Lee Park. 
The 5K run will go off at 7 
a.m., with the kids  event to 
begin at 8 a.m. The entry 

fee for the 5K run is $35 per 
participant, while the kids 
1K is $25 per participant. 
To register, visit www.Run 
signup.com. 
 For additional informa-
tion, direct email to south-
belt5k@yahoo.com. Those 
who would like to donate 
to the Barry E. Harris Me-
morial Scholarship Fund 
year-round may do so by 
sending checks to Dobie 
High School, Attn: Barry E. 
Harris Scholarship, 10220 
Blackhawk, Houston, Tex-
as, 77089. Include Barry E. 
Harris Scholarship in memo 
line. 
 Donations are also ac-
cepted online via Pasade
naisd.revtrak.net. Click on 
high schools, select Dobie 
High School then click on 
the Barry E. Harris Scholar-
ship link.

Harris Memorial Fund
sets South Belt 5K run

Miles finds hoops home in Rome
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 Seven-plus seasons 
into a playing career that 
has had him and his fam-
ily spending the majori-
ty of their lives overseas, 
former Clear Brook High 
School all-time leading 
scorer Anthony Miles is 
still proving that he’s got 
what it takes to beat the 
odds.
 Back when he was 
playing football for the 
Sagemont Cowboys at 
El Franco Lee Park or at 
Beverly Hills and then 
Brookside intermediates, 
Miles clearly always knew 
where his heart was.
 His � rst love was and 
still is basketball, and he 
was going to � nd a way to 
play as long as he could.
 Miles set out to reach 
his � rst goal of playing 
collegiately by excel-
ling with the Clear Brook 
varsity boys program. A 
12-points-per-game soph-
omore season was fol-
lowed by 19 per game the 
following year.
 During his senior year, 
Miles put together a torrid 
closing stretch that at the 
time made him the leading 
scorer in program history.
 With 23 points per 
game, Miles led the Wol-
verines to second place  
that season, but his 6-foot 
to 6-foot-1 height sim-
ply wasn’t for what most 
collegiate recruiters were 
looking.
 It was enough for La-
mar University, where the 
coaching staff watched 
Miles start all but two of 
his team’s games over his 
� nal three seasons. He av-
eraged 14 points per game 

in his best season from a 
scoring standpoint, but 
still didn’t seem to � t the 
mold of a future pro play-
er.
 Still, Miles helped 
lead the Cardinals to the 
NCAA Tournament for 
the � rst time. Ironically, 
Miles had 14 points in his 
� nal game with Lamar, a 
71-59 loss to Vermont in 
the opening round of the 
Midwest Regional.
 The 2012 NBA Draft 
came and went without 
Miles garnering nary a 
sniff of recognition, yet 
back to work. Now head-
ing into his eighth profes-
sional season overseas and 
nearing his 30th birthday 
in a few months, Miles 
has to believe things have 
worked out to this point.
 Yes, the Netherlands or 
Rome or any other space 
between can seem like a 
world away from home. 
Truth be known, it is, the 
Miles’ family has learned 
to � rst adapt and to now 
love their jet-setting ways.
 Miles’ � rst season came 
in 2013, with him in the 
Netherlands playing for 
Rotterdam Basketball 
College. 
 Averaging 18.8 points 
per game, Miles was 
named an All-Star that 
season and went on to 
win the Dutch Basketball 
League scoring title.
 He’s played in a hand-
ful of cities since that 
time, eventually marrying 
high school sweetheart Ni-
cole, with the couple hav-
ing children.
 On January 5, 2014 
Miles signed with BC Po-
litekhnika-Halychyna of 
the Ukrainian Basketball 

Super League.
 On July 27, 2017, Miles 
signed with Givova Scafa-
ti of the Italian Serie A2 
Basket. He averaged 19.4 
points and 4.9 rebounds 
per game. 
 On July 8, 2018, Miles 
signed with Cagliari Din-
amo Academy, where he 
again put up the points, 
more than 18 per night, 
but the team went just 11-
19.
 “It’s a grind, or certain-
ly can be,” said Miles, who 
said he has been fortunate 
in that his body has held 
up through the thick and 
thin.
 “There are some beau-
tiful places overseas. But 
you are still overseas. For-
tunately, my family loves 
to come with me. 
 “My wife loves the time 
to shop in a different coun-
try and to see the different 
cultures, and our kids ac-
tually like being able to 
experience a different lan-
guage or what have you 
when they are with us. 
 “Home is still home. 
That’s where I’m from. 
But we have adjusted well 
as a family being gone 
nine, 10 months out of 
the year. It wasn’t always 
easy for me in the begin-
ning. There were some 
money issues and some 
things previously, but it’s 
all worked out in the past 
several years.”
 While proving that he is 
year after year one of the 
top-scoring point guards, 
Miles has also gained 
plenty of interest. Thank-
fully, he says, it hasn’t 
been hard at all to � nd 
work in recent years.
 In turn, Miles has been 

able to focus more on lo-
cation and � nancial return 
when making a decision as 
to where to play. He had an 
invitation to return to Ca-
gliari Dinamo this season, 
but instead chose Eurobas-
ket Roma of the SerieA2I-
talia league smack dab in 
the middle of Rome, Italy.
 “If you have to play 
overseas, Rome is a beau-
tiful place to do it,” Miles 
said. “It’s still overseas, so 
there are adjustments, but 
we are thrilled to be going 
back.
 “My job is to get in 
there and mesh with my 
new teammates as quick-
ly as possible. Teams usu-
ally do a pretty good job 
of � nding out what kind 
of person you are, how 
you are to work with off 
the court and what type of 
teammate you might be, 
but you still have to mesh 
with the players.
 “I’m looking forward 
to it. My body feels great. 
I still feel like I can play 
this game at a high level 
and help my team be suc-
cessful in the long run. 
 “This my eighth year, 
but I’m just going to keep 
playing as long as it works 
for myself and my fam-
ily, and my body holds 
up. We’ve been fortunate 
that you can make a good 
living playing basketball 
even if it’s not the NBA.
 “It’s a year-by-year 
thing for me in terms of 
where I will play, but you 
get used to that as well 
over time. As long as I am 
in demand and teams want 
me to come play for them, 
I’m there.”
 Miles knows he’s not 
the only Clear Brook bas-

ketball player to make 
it professionally. Ron-
nie Price played at Clear 
Brook and moved on to 
Nichols State University 
for a season before play-
ing three seasons at Utah 
State.
 There, Price averaged 
24.3 points per game as a 
senior and was named the  
Division I Independent 
Player of the Year.
 Despite his scoring 
prowess, Price went un-
drafted in the 2005 NBA 
Draft but still went on to 
play parts of 12 seasons in 
the NBA, retiring in 2017. 
He’s now a scout with the 
Phoenix Suns.
 Chameka Scott was � rst 
a star for the Lady Wolver-
ines and then was part of 
a national championship 
team at Baylor. She, like 
Miles, played primari-
ly overseas before being 
forced to retire due to 
Chron’s Disease. Regret-
fully, Scott died in January 
2018 after battling cancer.
 Miles isn’t sure just 
how long this particular 
journey will last but is ey-
ing the future. 
 He may start a basket-
ball school but would pre-
fer to � re up his own youth 
league. Miles believes 
there are many southeast 
Houston athletes talented 
enough on the court to fol-
low.. It’s a matter of him 
and others doing their part 
to provide guidance.
 “This sport has been 
great to me, and of course 
I want to keep it going,” he 
said.
 “When I am done play-
ing, I think it’s natural to 
stay close to basketball in 
some way.”


