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 Summer is coming to a close, and that means it’s 
time for South Belt students to return to school.
 With the exception of incoming freshmen, Pas-
adena ISD students returned to class Tuesday, Aug. 
13. To familiarize ninth-grade students with high 
school campuses before halls become crowded, 

they began class the previous school day on Mon-
day, Aug. 12.
 Clear Creek ISD also started the 2024-2025 
school year the same week, with students in tran-
sition grades (prekindergarten, kindergarten, sixth 
grade and ninth grade) having started Tuesday, 

Aug. 13. This day was designed to allow time for 
students to get to know their new school. All re-
maining grades returned the following day Aug. 14.
 As Pasadena ISD teachers and administrators 
returned a week prior to students Dobie Principal 
Jorly Thomas took the opportunity to praise his 

staff and highlight some of the area high school’s 
accomplishments, including being nominated 
the best high school in the nation by U.S. News 
& World Report.
 “As we eagerly anticipate the start of another 
school year at Dobie High School, we cannot help 
but feel immense pride in the dedication and hard 
work of our teachers, coaches, fi ne arts instruc-
tors, administrators and all staff members,” said 
Thomas. “At Dobie High School, our mission is 
to ensure that every single student is equipped 
with the essential skills needed for success in col-
lege, the workforce and everyday life. Refl ecting 
on the past academic year, we are thrilled to share 
some of the remarkable achievements and aca-
demic highlights that our students accomplished.
 The following is a list of those accomplish-
ments:
 – Nominated 2024 Best High School by the 
U.S. News & World Report rankings.
 – Emerging bilinguals: 24 students met reclas-
sifi cation criteria. The previous year, the school 
had zero students meet reclassifi cation.
 – Science highlight: Meets and masters biolo-
gy performance increased by 3 percent; the num-
ber of hands-on labs activities has increased as a 
department.
 – Social studies highlight: In AP World His-
tory, Psychology and Government, 60 percent of 
students earned a 3 or better, which was a 20 per-
cent increase from last year.
 – English highlight: STAAR English II initial 
testers: The school grew by 7 percentage points, 
the highest in the district.
 – Math highlight: 66 percent of our AP math 
students scored a 3 or better on their AP exams. 
Dobie AP math also saw a 123 percent growth in 
program size, more than doubling the students 
gaining access to college-level math courses. 
 – CCMR (college, career and military read-
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Thomas pumped for new school year

Dobie Principal Jorly Thomas is pumped for the start of the 2024-
2025 school year, as students returned to class this past week, begin-
ning Monday, Aug. 12. Jorly is shown in front of new art decoration 
which has been added to the Dobie facility. In just his second year on 

ed the vehicle, he attempted to take a backpack 
he stated was his daughter’s. Rivera retrieved the 
backpack and proceeded to conduct a probable 
cause-based search of the vehicle.
 Deputies located multiple narcotics inside the 
backpack, including the following: 230 grams of 
Carisoprodol (Soma), 167 grams of Acetamin-
ophen and Hydrocodone, 107 grams of Am-
phetamine and Dextroamphetamine, 83 grams 
of Oxycodone Hydrochloride and 152 grams 
of Alprazolam (Xanax). A further search of the 
vehicle yielded $9,050 in U.S. currency. Deputy 
Peters and his K9 partner Duke arrived to assist 
in the investigation and positively alerted on the 
contraband.
 The Harris County District Attorney’s Offi ce 
was contacted and accepted a felony charge for 
possession with intent to deliver and two felony 
charges for manufacture/delivery of controlled 
substance. Avila was transported to the Harris 
County Joint Processing Center, where his bonds 
were set at a total of $75,000. The Asset Forfei-
ture division was contacted and accepted the sei-
zure of the U.S. currency.

 A recent traffi c stop in the 14700 block of the 
Gulf Freeway near Scarsdale led to the arrest of a 
wanted man, who now faces multiple additional 
felony charges.
 On July 21, Deputy 
Rivera with Harris Coun-
ty Precinct 8 Constable 
Phil Sandlin’s offi ce ini-
tiated a traffi c stop on a 
speeding vehicle at the 
above address. As Rivera 
approached the vehicle, 
he detected the odor of 
marijuana emitting from 
the vehicle.
 Upon making contact 
with the driver, Rivera observed a small child in 
the vehicle. The driver was identifi ed as 20-year-
old Eder Alejandro Avila. A check of Avila’s 
information later revealed an open warrant for 
assault bodily injury through Harris County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce.
 Rivera directed Avila to step out of the vehicle 
to conduct a further investigation. As Avila exit-

the job – replacing former Dobie Principal Franklin Moses, Thomas 
has reason to be excited, as the area high school was recently nomi-
nated 2024 Best High School by the U.S. News & World Report.

Photo by Marie Flickinger

 In celebration of August being National Im-
munization Awareness Month, Harris County 
Public Health (HCPH) joins the global commu-
nity in highlighting the importance of vaccina-
tions to protect individuals from preventable 
diseases.
 According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), vaccines are among the 
most effective tools for preventing serious dis-
eases. Vaccination not only protects individu-
als from illnesses but also helps to prevent the 
spread of diseases within communities, especial-
ly those that can cause outbreaks.
 Despite the benefi ts of vaccination, there are 
still communities worldwide where access to 
vaccines remains a challenge. Through initia-
tives like National Immunization Awareness 
Month, organizations and government agencies 

aim to raise awareness about the importance of 
vaccination and improve access to immunization 
services for all.
 HCPH encourages individuals and families 
to check their vaccination records to ensure they 
are up to date on recommended vaccines. Vac-
cines are available for people of all ages, from 
infants to older adults, and play a critical role in 
keeping individuals and communities healthy.
 HCPH provides a variety of low-cost clinical 
services, including immunizations, across Harris 
County.
 Eligibility to receive these services is based 
on household size and family income. For in-
formation about which immunizations HCPH 
provides at its clinics, visit the county’s Immu-
nizations and Vaccinations page at publichealth.
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South Belt students return to school
Dobie starts year with bang; nominated top school by U.S. News and World Report

Harris County promotes vaccinations
August is National Immunization Awareness Month

Sagemeadow to meet
 Sagemeadow subdivision’s August HOA 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 
15, at The Gardens, located at 12001 Beamer 
at Hughes Road.
 This month’s guest speaker is Jeremy Rat-
cliff from the Harris County Flood Control 
District. 
 This and all meetings are open to the pub-
lic. For more information, visit, www.sage 
meadow.org.

Hughes/Sabo closure set
 At least one southbound lane on Hughes/
Sabo will be closed continuously at Beltway 
8 until further notice. 
 The closure is associated with a city of 
Houston project to replace a force water main 
at the intersection.

New Covenant feeds needy
 New Covenant Christian Church, 10603 
Blackhawk, distributes food the second and 
fourth Saturday of each month from noon to 1 
p.m. or until supplies run out. The purpose is 
to provide food for community people in need. 
The next event is Aug. 24. For information, call 
281-484-4230.

Beltway 8 closure planned
 At least one northbound frontage road lane 
on Beltway 8 will be closed from Greenshad-
ow to SH 225 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. until fur-
ther notice. 
 The closure is due to the ongoing project to 
widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes in each 
direction.

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of reported COVID-19 cas-
es in the South Belt community remains 
roughly on par with the previous several 
weeks, according to Harris County health 
offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, Aug. 13, there were 295 
active cases in 77089, no change from the 
previous week. 
 To date, 134 from the ZIP code have died 
from the disease, no increase from the pre-
vious week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were six active 
cases, no change from the previous week. 
To date, there have been 84 deaths in the 
ZIP code, no increase from the previous 
week.
 In 77034, there were six active cases, no 
change from the previous week. To date, 92 
residents from ZIP code 77034 have died 
from the disease, no increase from the pre-
vious week.
 Statistics are updated weekly and include 
numbers from within the Houston city lim-
its and throughout Harris County. 
 To view an interactive map, visit covid-
harriscounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cumula
tivedata.

Telephone closure planned
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
lane on SH 35/Telephone Road will be closed 
from Airport Boulevard to Bellfort Avenue daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Saturday, Sept. 7 
(excluding Sundays).

Knights to sell barbecue
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will 
host a barbecue at St. Luke the Evangelist, lo-
cated at 11011 Hall Road, Saturday, August 
24, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, Au-
gust 25, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 Cost will be $15 for a two-meat plate with 
brisket, sausage, beans, potato salad and 
drink; $12 for chopped beef salad sandwich 
with chips and drink; and $6 for sausage on a 
stick. Proceeds will benefi t the church’s capi-
tal campaign. 

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from SH 
96/Calder/Brittany Bay in League City to 
FM 519/Main Street in La Marque daily 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. until further notice. 
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed from Deats Road in Dick-
inson to FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access in 
Texas City from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further 
notice.
  At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 
519/Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive 
in Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until 
further notice. 
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction. 

Kirkwood to meet Aug. 26
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place 6:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 
26, at the Sagemont Community Center, 
11507 Hughes Road near Beltway 8. 
 Meetings are now scheduled for the last 
Monday of the month, rather than the last 
Thursday. For additional information, call 
Kirkwood Civic Club President Ericka Mc-
Crutcheon at 281-989-9990.

Swimming pools close for summer
   While the heat index may suggest otherwise, 
summer is coming to an end, and several local 
swimming pools are closing for the season.
 All area pools are now closed on weekdays.
 The Ashley Pointe and Highland Meadow 
pools will close after Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 
2. Ashley Pointe’s holiday pool hours are from 
noon to 8 p.m., while Highland Meadow’s hours 
are from 3 to 8 p.m.
 The Clear Brook Meadows and Riverstone 
Ranch pools will remain open two weekends 
past Labor Day, closing Sunday, Sept. 15. Pool 

hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 The Sageglen pool will remain open week-
ends through the month of September, closing 
for the season Sunday, Sept. 29. Pool hours are 
from noon to 9 p.m. on Saturdays and from 1 to 
9 p.m. on Sundays.
 City of Houston swimming pools are also now 
only open weekends through Labor Day. (Wilson 
Memorial Park is once again the only city swim-
ming pool near the South Belt community open 
this year due to a nationwide lifeguard shortage).

Traffic stop leads to felony charges
Wanted man now faces multiple drug charges

 The recent dumping of large quantities of dirt 
at the same intersection that a retention pond is 
currently being constructed has left communi-
ty leaders with more questions than answers, as 
the practice seems counterintuitive to combating 

area fl ooding.
 Brought to the Leader’s attention by Amber 
Glens resident Deep Patel, the dumping report-
edly began shortly before Hurricane Beryl and 
resumed shortly after the storm passed. Patel 

said the dumping would occur nonstop from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. Dumping at the site has tem-
porarily halted. 
 Located at the northeast corner of Dixie Farm 
Road and Blackhawk, the dumping site is locat-
ed just a block from the recently opened South 
Belt Stormwater Detention Basin in one direc-
tion and just a block in the other direction from 
the future Friendswood Regional Stormwater 
Detention Basin, currently under construction by 
the Harris County Flood Control District.
 Adding dirt, estimated at 4-5 feet in eleva-
tion in some spots, while simultaneously remov-
ing dirt from other nearby spots has many in the 
community scratching their heads.
 “We just want to know what’s going on,” 
Leader publisher Marie Flickinger said, noting 
that county offi cials were being uncharacteristi-
cally tight-lipped on the subject.
 “We usually report on what is going on, but 

it’s taking so long to get information this week, 
we can only report that we’re looking into the 
matter,” said the publisher.
 Flickinger said she was told by county offi -
cials the newspaper would have to fi le a Free-
dom of Information Act request in order to ob-
tain information on the ongoing dumping, which 
appears to be being done with county approval.
 Such approval by the county would be made 
more confusing by the fact that dumping on 
neighboring properties on Dixie Farm Road has 
been the source of controversy for several years.
 One adjacent property located on Dixie Farm 
Road near Beamer was involved in litigation 
with the county for not having the proper permit-
ting to dump, while a second nearby property, 
located directly across the street on Dixie Farm 
Road near Blackhawk, was also involved with 
dumping litigation, which ultimately resulted in
  Continued on Page 2

Dirt addition causes confusion
The dumping of 
dirt at the intersec-
tion of Dixie Farm 
Road and Black-
hawk is causing 
confusion, as dirt is 
also currently be-
ing removed from 
the same crossing 
to help mitigate 
area fl ooding. The 
dumping of addi-
tional dirt at the site 
is made even more 
confusing by the 
fact that two other 
nearby properties 
have been involved 
in recent litigation 
involving the prac-
tice, with the coun-
ty ultimately being 
forced to purchase 
one of the sites in 
question. The truck 
shown to the left 
was just one of three 
witnessed dumping 
at the site in only 15 
minutes.

 Photo by Marie 
Flickinger

Harris County dumping causes confusion
Controversial dumping adjacent to similar site in lawsuit
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Death

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

In My Opinion

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, August 15, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Family storytime.
 Thursday, August 15, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab- computer help. 
 Thursday, August 15, 5 – 6 p.m. English language learning at the library.
 Monday, August 19, 11 a.m. – noon Open lab- computer lab.
 Tuesday, August 20, 4 – 5 p.m. Youth board games.
 Wednesday, August 21, 6 – 7 p.m. Conversational living english lessons.
 Wednesday, August 21, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Family night unplugged.
Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The 
library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, August 15, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler Time.
 Friday, August 16, 1 – 2 p.m. Genealogy.
 Monday, August 19, 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Family time.
 Tuesday, August 20, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital ma-
terials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/
services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

Elected offi cials share their words

Briones, Garcia 
on county funding
 “Protecting the safety of the people of 
Harris County is our number one priori-
ty and responsibility. We take this duty ex-
tremely seriously.
Our infrastructure is a critical way to keep 
people safe. Maintaining it is essential in 
mitigating potentially catastrophic damage 
from severe storms.
 Yet, our fl ood mitigation infrastructure 
faces serious delays in receiving upgrades 
and even basic routine maintenance. Our 
experience during
 Hurricane Beryl — with very few struc-
tures experiencing fl ooding — shows that 
we’ve made progress, but our system must 
be maintained for it to continue working. Giv-
en the increase in frequency and intensity of 
storm events over the past decade, it is im-
perative that we take action to address our 
aging infrastructure to ensure it can with-
stand weather events common to our area.
 Last week’s vote at Commissioners Court 

Dear District E Residents,
 First, I want to thank residents across 
District E for your patience as Houston 
Solid Waste crews and contractors work to 
collect storm debris throughout the district. 
Last month, my colleagues and I on City 
Council voted unanimously to increase 
the dollar amount allocated for contractors 
handling storm debris collection from $20 
million to $120 million. This allowed our 
contractors to bring in every available re-
source into the City of Houston and in 25 
days Solid Waste crews and contractors 
have fi lled 32,422 truckloads equating to 
1,594,371 cubic yards of debris. There is 
still much work to be done in Kingwood, 
Huffman, Clear Lake, and other areas, but 
the crews are out working 7 days a week, 
12 hours a day.
 Because so much of the City’s focus 
is currently on cleanup, we have seen 
the dire need for maintenance along ma-
jor thoroughfares throughout District E. 
We are actively meeting with Houston 
Parks Urban Forestry and Houston Public 
Works to address the desperate need for 
tree trimming, tree removal, and mowing. I 
have allocated $50,000 in Council District 
Service Funds towards the maintenance 
needs and expect to see results in the 
coming weeks.
 Finally, I want District E residents to 
save the date for upcoming town hall meet-
ings in September and October.

Kingwood/Lake Houston
 Thursday, Sept. 19, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Fred Flickinger writes to area 
residents in District E

at the Kingwood Community Center, 4102 
Rustic Woods Drive Kingwood, Texas 
77345.

Edgebrook
 Tuesday, Oct. 22, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the OneMovement Bible Church, 10120 
Hartsook Street Houston, Texas 77034

Clear Lake
 Thursday, Oct. 24, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
at the Space Center Houston - Special 
Events Building; 1601 East NASA Parkway 
Houston, Texas 77058.
 We have invited CenterPoint to attend 
the town hall meetings to be able to speak 
about what they are doing in each area of 
the district to strengthen the resiliency of 
their infrastructure. I have also extended 
the invitation to several city departments 
including Houston Public Works as well as 
Houston Parks and Recreation and a vari-
ety of community speakers. In addition to 
various information tables for residents to 
peruse before the meetings begin. I look 
forward to everyone hearing these updates 
and addressing community questions, 
comments, and concerns. This is the per-
fect opportunity to engage with your com-
munity and have your questions answered. 
We hope you will join us. Please feel free to 
invite a neighbor, friend or colleague! Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend.
 In observance of Labor Day the District 
E Offi ce will be closed on Monday, Sept. 2, 
reopening on Tuesday, Sept. 3.
 Sincerely,
 Fred Flickinger

was bipartisan and unanimous, demonstrat-
ing a clear consensus on the path forward 
for funding the maintenance needs of Harris 
County Flood Control District. We are com-
mitted to bringing the plan forward this fall 
and leading a robust discussion with the 
community.
 Separately, the County’s general fund 
is struggling because the State of Texas 
has passed on unfunded costs to coun-
ties, while simultaneously limiting our ability 
to pay for them. However, it is unfair to ask 
Harris County residents to fi x the problems 
the State has infl icted on our County, so 
we won’t support a rate above and beyond 
what’s necessary to continue funding vital 
county services. 
 We are committed to fi ghting for our 
community and partnering with our legisla-
ture to fi nd solutions in the upcoming ses-
sion, so that together, we are better able to 
serve and protect our constituents.”

Lesley Briones
County Commissiooner Pct. 4

Adrian Garcia 
County Commissioner Pct. 2

 Petco Love is hosting 
a Mega Adoption event in 
Houston, in partnership with 
Brandywine Valley SPCA 
(BVSPCA), Montgomery 
County Animal Shelter, and 
sponsors BOBS from Ske-
chers and Best Friends Ani-
mal Society. BARC, the city 
of Houston's Animal Shelter 
and Adoption Center, is one 
of 20 participating Houston 
area shelters and rescue orga-
nizations that will bring more 
than 1,000 adoptable pets to 
the George R. Brown Con-
vention Center in downtown 
Houston on Aug. 17 and 18 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for the 
two-day event.
 Available pets include big 
dogs, small dogs, puppies, 
kittens, adult cats and seniors 
looking for homes. Adoption 
fees are just $35 for any pet, 
which includes spaying/neu-
tering, current vaccinations, 
and microchipping.
 BARC will also be open 
for adoptions at its own 
Adoption Center that week-
end from noon to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
17-18. Adoption fees at the 
shelter will be $20 for cats 
and kittens and $35 for dogs 
and puppies. If one doesn't 
fi nd their perfect match at the 
Mega Adoption event, they 
are encouraged to visit the 
shelter, which is just 10 min-
utes away from the George 
R. Brown Convention Cen-
ter. The shelter will be open 
through the 3200 Carr St. en-
trance.
 For the last 25 years, Pet-
co Love has been a leader 
for pets in need, facilitating 
adoptions and supporting an-
imal welfare organizations 
nationwide. “We are thrilled 
to celebrate 25 years of love 

and compassion with an-
other Mega Adoption event 
in Houston. The lives of so 
many pets and people are 
about to change and all for 
the better,” said Petco Love 
President Susanne Kogut. 
“Shelter workers and volun-
teers work tirelessly to save 
these pets – and the feeling 
they get when the pets fi nd 
loving homes fuels their pas-
sion to continue their lifesav-
ing mission.”
 This will be Petco Love’s 
fourth Mega Adoption 
Event® in Houston, in part-
nership with Brandywine 
Valley SPCA (BVSPCA), 
Montgomery County An-
imal Shelter, and sponsor 
BOBS from Skechers. The 
fi rst Mega in Houston took 
place in November 2019, and 
to date, Petco Love’s Mega 
Adoption Events in Houston 
have found homes for more 
than 3,400 pets.
  “We're incredibly excited 
to be part of this year's Mega 
Adoption Event. It's always a 
joy to see so many pets fi nd 
their forever homes at these 
events," said BARC Shelter 
Director Jarrad Mears. "We 
invite everyone to come out, 
meet some wonderful ani-
mals, and perhaps fi nd a new 
furry family member. A huge 
thank you to the event orga-
nizers for making this possi-
ble and supporting our mis-
sion to save lives.”
 An expert in this type of 
large-scale event, the BVSP-
CA provides planning, logis-
tical, and marketing support 
to help even more pets in 
need. 16 BVSPCA-led Mega 
Adoption Events powered by 
Petco Love and BOBS from 
Skechers over the last eight 
years have found homes for 

more than 17,000 pets.
 “Our Megas are an amaz-
ing experience, to see so 
many pets who have lost ev-
erything be chosen by fami-
lies eager to give them a new 
life full of love,” said Adam 
Lamb, BVSPCA CEO. “As 
the largest adoption event in 
the country, our goal with the 
size and format of our Megas 
is to save even more lives by 
reaching folks who might not 
otherwise consider coming to 
a shelter to adopt.”
 A limited number of fast 
passes are available for pur-
chase. Fast passes give poten-
tial adopters early access to 
the event on Saturday morn-
ing starting at 9 a.m. General 
admission opens at 10 a.m.
 Adopters should bring 
a leash and collar for a dog 
adoption (also available for 
purchase), a carrier for a cat 
(cardboard carriers will be 
available for purchase), a val-
id ID and the adoption fee.

Mega pet adoption Aug. 17, 18

Former Mayor Sylvester Turner 
announces fi rst 30 endorsements

 Following a surge of momentum 
after Saturday’s candidate forum, 
former Mayor Sylvester Turner, the 
leading candidate for the Democrat-
ic Party’s nominee to represent the 
historic 18th Congressional District, 
announced his first 30 precinct chair 
endorsements. 
  Turner said “I am deeply grateful 
for the support of these dedicated 
Democratic Party leaders – and I look 
forward to earning the support of all 
CD18 precinct chairs. I will work hard 
every day not only to honor and per-
petuate the Congresswoman’s legacy, 
but also to serve as a sturdy bridge 
to the next chapter in the history of a 

thriving 18th Congressional District.”
 The district has been represented for 
the past 30 years by Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson Lee, who passed away 
on July 19, 2024. 
 Pursuant to Democratic Party rules, 
the nominee will be selected by Demo-
cratic Executive Committee members, 
also known as precinct chairs, serving 
the 18th Congressional District. Precinct 
chairs will vote tomorrow evening, Tues-
day, Aug. 13. The general election is on 
Nov. 5, 2024.
 In addition to these endorsements 
announced, Turner has been endorsed 
by Democratic Party and community 
leaders.

 San Jacinto College host-
ed the Future Educator Cel-
ebration, an event to honor 
the inaugural class of the 
Bachelor of Applied Science 
in early childhood educa-
tion on Friday, Aug. 2. The 
event, which took place at 
the LyondellBasell Center 
for Petrochemical, Energy, 
& Technology at San Jacin-
to College, welcomed more 
than 170 attendees, including 
70 enthusiastic students eager 
to embark on their education-
al journey.
 The celebration was fund-
ed through the $1.5 million 
grant awarded by the Hous-
ton Endowment. The three-
year grant will be used to 
cover the required employee 
and operating costs during 
the initial two to three years 
of the program. 
  San Jacinto College Offi ce 
of Outreach and Recruitment, 
Financial Aid, and the Advis-
ing, Career, and Transfer of-
fi cers were present to assist 
students through the appli-
cation process, resulting in 
several new applications to 
the College. Representatives 
from the Texas State Teach-

er’s Association student 
group, Deer Park and Pasade-
na Independent School Dis-
tricts, and Gulf Coast Com-
munity Services’ Head Start 
Human Resources teams 
were also on hand to engage 
with students and discuss fu-
ture opportunities.
  The San Jacinto College 
Robotics Department and 
Children’s Center provided a 
variety of engaging activities 
for the children of potential 
students. These activities in-
cluded sand art crafts, mag-
netic building blocks, story 
time, coloring areas, melted 
crayon art, and crafting na-
ture crowns. Each activity 
was thoughtfully designed 
around the early childhood 
theme, offering future educa-
tors practical ideas to use in 
their classrooms.
  “We are thrilled to see 
such a tremendous turnout 
for this celebration,” said Dr. 
Albert Talley, department 
chair of the bachelor degree 
program. “Our goal is to cre-
ate a supportive community 
where future educators can 
connect, learn, and grow to-
gether. This event has truly 

showcased the collaborative 
spirit and dedication of our 
faculty, staff, and students.”
  The celebration provided 
a come-and-go atmosphere, 
allowing attendees to meet 
their fellow classmates and 
faculty face-to-face, fostering 
a sense of community and 
excitement for the upcoming 
academic year.
  San Jacinto College re-
mains committed to sup-
porting the next generation 
of educators by providing 
exceptional programs and 
resources. The Bachelor of 
Applied Science in early 
childhood education pro-
gram is designed to equip 
students with the skills and 
knowledge necessary to 
make a positive impact with 
children between six weeks 
and third grade. Because of 
grants provided by organi-
zations such as the Houston 
Endowment and Chesmar 
Foundation, students of the 
program will graduate with 
little to no cost.
  For more information 
about the Bachelor of Ap-
plied Science program, visit 
the program webpage.

SJC hosts future educator celebration

Homer David 
Wingo

 Homer David Wingo Jr. a 
beloved husband, father and 
grandfather, passed away on 
July 22, 2024, at the age of 
79. 
 The names of grandaugh-
ters Sofi a Campos and Kinley 
Wingo were inadvertently left 
off last week’s obituary.. 
 David and Linda called 
Sagemont Park their home for 
30 years and raised their fam-
ily until they moved to Ashley 
Point in 2004. 

Continued from Page 1
iness) highlight: The school 
exceeded its goal of 88 per-
cent (90 percent) of seniors 
reaching CCMR.
 Once again this year, free 
breakfast and lunch will be 
provided for all Pasadena 
ISD students.
 Pasadena ISD parents 
will not be required to fi ll 
out “free and reduced” 
lunch applications this year.
 The free meals are part of 
a program sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Food and Nutrition 
Service.
 The Community Eligi-
bility Provision program 
provides meals at no cost 
to eligible school districts. 
Economically disadvan-
taged school districts must 
apply and be accepted into 
the program. PISD offi cials 
said the measure will do 
away with the stigma asso-
ciated with free and reduced 
lunches.
 Meals will be free to all 
students beginning on the 
very fi rst day of school.
 For more information on 
the program, visit www.fns.
usda.gov/cn/community-eli
gibility-provision.
 Clear Creek ISD students 
who are unable to afford the 
full price of school meals 
will be able to participate 
in a free and reduced-price 
meal program. 
 According to Fred Walk-
er, director of Child Nutri-
tion Service, the district will 
use guidelines established 
by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture to determine el-
igibility for participation in 
the National School Lunch/
Breakfast Program.
 Reduced price meals will 
cost $0.30 for breakfast and 
$0.40 for lunch. 
 Qualifi cation standards 
are based on the number 
of family members and in-
come. Applicants must turn 
in the following information 
in order to be considered for 
the program:
 – Eligibility Determina-
tion Group (EDG) number 
for Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program 
(SNAP), Medicaid, or Tem-
porary Assistance to Needy 
Families (TANF); or Food 
Distribution Program on In-
dian Reservations (FDPIR).
 Families who do not have 
the above information must 
list the following:
 – Names of all household 
members.
 – The last four digits of 
the Social Security num-
ber of primary wage earner 
or household member who 
signs the form or if the adult 
does not have a social se-
curity number, check the 
box for “No Social Security 
Number.”
 – Last month’s income 
and how often it was re-
ceived for each household 
member that receives an in-
come
 – Signature of an adult 
household member attesting 
that the information is cor-
rect.
 Information submitted 
on the application may be 

verifi ed as required by law. 
For more information about 
the program call 281-284-
0712.
 Foster children, who are 
the legal responsibility of 
the state agency or court, 
are eligible for benefi ts re-
gardless of the income of 
the household with whom 
they reside. 
 Applications will be 
available online at www.
schoolcafe.com. To apply 
for free and reduced price 
meals, households must fi ll 
out the online application. 
Applications may be sub-
mitted anytime during the 
school year.
 In Pasadena ISD, ele-
mentary students will at-
tend school from 7:45 a.m. 
to 3:05 p.m.; middle school 
students will attend school 
from 8:40 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
intermediate students will 
attend school from 8:10 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; and high 
school students will attend 
school from 7:15 a.m. to 
2:35 p.m. Students are tar-
dy if they are not in class 
by the offi cial start time. 
To prevent tardiness or dis-
ruption to the classrooms, 
students should arrive 15-
30 minutes earlier than the 
start time. During that time 
they may eat breakfast, vis-
it with friends and arrive at 
the classroom on time to put 
away supplies and prepare 
for the school day.
 For additional Pasadena 
ISD back-to-school infor-
mation, visit https://pasade
naisd.org/51729_2.

Students returning to school

PISD leaders celebrate

Shown are, left to right, PISD board member Nelda Sullivan; Dobie High School Prin-
cipal Dr. Jorly Thomas; Dobie 9 Principal George Cervantes; Dobie High School ath-
letic coordinator and head football coach Daniel Fitzmorris; community member and 
pastor, Emory Gadd; and former PISD board member, Fred Roberts celebrating the 
start of the 2024-2025 school year.

County judge needs to grow up!
 The Harris County judge is in her sec-
ond term as leader of Harris County, and 
unfortunately she is doing a terrible job 
as leader of the county.
 She should be a leader. Instead she 
has been behaving as a whining child, 
complaining that Commissioner Adrian 
Garcia “won’t look at her” and that she 
“does not like this kind of behavior from 
males.” These are all  comments from 
last week’s  county commissioners court 
meeting. 
 There is so much important, serious 
county work to be attended to, and this is 
the type of conversation she is carrying 
on during a serious commissioner court 
meeting.
 It is time she become the leader she 
was elected to be six years ago in 2018. 
 Who cares if Commissioner Garcia 

does not care to “look at her” which is 
another complaint she repeated many 
times during the meeting. “He won’t look 
at me,” she told the audience at the meet-
ing. 
 Lina, just do your job. Who cares if 
Adrian doesn’t look at you?
 Your job is to serve Harris County.  
Quit wasting your time whining and get to 
work for the people whom you are sup-
pose to serve.
 The commissioners’ meeting should 
be one in which work gets done and the 
public can be educated on county issues. 
It should not be led by  someone who has 
hurt feelings because a member does 
not want to look at her. 
 Marie Flickinger, publisher
 To hear meeting, visit x.com/the shell 
belle/status/1821367718932521055.

Continued from Page 1
the county actually having to 
purchase the land involved.
 Flickinger said the 
18-wheeled dump trucks ap-
pear to be coming from the 
Gulf Freeway but it’s unclear 
from what origin. Flickinger 
further said the elevated base 
of the dumping suggests that 
something is being construct-
ed at the site. Again, however, 
specifi cs remained unclear at 
press time.
 Flickinger said the news-

paper’s FOIA request to the 
county would include the fol-
lowing questions:
 – What is being construct-
ed at the site?
 – Where is the dirt coming 
from?
 – Who approved of the 
dumping?
 – Why is dirt being added 
to the same corner from which 
it is simultaneously being re-
moved?
 See future editions of the 
Leader for more information.

New dumping
causes confusion

Continued from Page 1
harriscountytx.gov/Divisions-
Offices/Divisions/Communi
ty-Health-Wellness-Division/
Health-Services/Immuniza
tions-Vaccinations.
 Community members in-
terested in receiving vacci-
nations can visit the Health 
Services page at publi
chealth.harriscountytx.gov/
Divisions-Offi ces/Divisions/
Community-Health-Well-
ness-Division/Health-Ser
vices to fi nd the nearest clinic 
or call the Patient Appoint-

ment Call Center at 832-
927-7350 to schedule an 
appointment.
 Pets need vaccines too. 
Families should keep their 
beloved pets in mind when it 
comes to scheduling routine 
immunizations. 
 Harris County Pets (HCP) 
offers the following immuni-
zations for dogs and cats:
 – DA2PP.
 – Bordetella/parainfl uen
za.
 – Rabies.
 – Canine infl uenza.

 – Leptospirosis.
 – FVRCP.
 – FeLV.
 To schedule an appoint-
ment at HCP, call 281-999-
3191. 
 Follow Harris County 
Pets on Facebook and Insta-
gram for information on on 
free pet immunization events 
throughout the county.
 To learn more about vac-
cines and National Immu-
nization Awareness Month, 
visit the CDC’s website at 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines.

August National Immunization Awareness

Pasadena ISD Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn Powell (left) and PISD Associate Superin-
tendent Alyta Harrell (right) are also shown at the celebration above at Dobie High 
School with former PISD board member Fred Roberts (second from left) and com-
munity volunteer and Sagemont Church Associate Pastor Emory Gadd.
 Photos by Marie Flickinger

 The Nutcracker market has 
begun both general admission 
and early bird tickets for the 
44th annual Houston Ballet 
Nutcracker Market. Tickets 
can be purchased at Ticket-
master.com. The highly antic-
ipated Houston tradition and 
one-of-a-kind experience re-
turns once again to NRG Cen-
ter Nov. 14-17, 2024.
 The four-day celebration 
will feature more than 270 
merchants, including 25 new 

booths fi lled with exciting 
fi nds and treasures. Shoppers 
can expect to fi nd apparel for 
all, accessories, fashion and 
fi ne jewelry, toys, gourmet 
food and treats, and unique 
gifts and specialty items. 
Many longtime fan favorites 
will be on hand including All 
of Us, Royal Standard, and 
the return of longtime favor-
ite, Paul Michael Company.

When
 Thursday, Nov. 14 - 10:00 

Nutcracker market launches ticket sales
a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
 Friday, Nov. 15 - 10:00 
a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
 Saturday, Nov. 16 - 10:00 
a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday, Nov. 17 - 10:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Where
 NRG Center – 1 NRG 
Parkway.
 Visit www.nutcrackermar
ket.com for more informa-
tion and additional ticketing 
details.
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AMOCO Federal Credit Union, MOTU Stop, City of 
Houston District E, Constable Jerry Garcia, Precinct 2, 
and South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce have 

teamed up to offer HOAs, civic clubs, and residents the 
opportunity to drop off paper for shredding.

12210 Galveston Rd (Hwy 3), Houston

Open to area residents and businesses.

MOTU 12210 Truck Stop Valero Hwy 3

Free COMMUNITY
SHRED DAY
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14  |  9AM - 12PM

The 2024 J. Frank Dobie marching band drum majors for 2024 are, (left to right) 
Khnum Amos, Noah Garcia and Joaquin Ramirez.

2024 Band Lieutenants are from left to right: Sarah Espinal, Raymundo Hernandez, 
Jamare Philbert and Joslyn Miniel. This years directors are Kevin Erickson, Daniel 
Giedraitis, Clay McNeill and Tyler Scarberry. Staff members are Caleb Erickson, 
Josh Crocker, Leelianna Garcia and Sarah Campbell.

Dobie band leaders

The 2024 Jannette social offi cers are, left to right, (front row) New Girl Liaison Annet-
the Zacarias, Spirit Girl Grace Sonnier and Secretary Briseis Lozano, (back row) Vice 
President Ashley Prada and  President Carla Garcia.  Photos by Penland Photos

South Houston High School has named the 2024 Jannette Dance offi cers. They are, left 
to right, (front row) Lt. Shannon Shaw and Lt. Arelyn Castillo, (back row) Lt. Col. 
Zariah Madison and Col. Gabriela Aranda.

South Houston High School 2024 Jannette officers named

No matter how you math it, choosing AMOCO Rewards Credit Card is a 
no-brainer. Shop this back-to-school season with our card to earn reward 
points redeemable for merchandise, travel, gift cards, and beyond!

Visit our Clear Lake 
City Branch or scan 
QR code to apply!

Subject to membership eligibility. *APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Intro Fixed Rate applicable until the first day of the billing cycle that includes the 6 month anniversary date of the opening of 
your account. Standard rate thereafter. The standard APRs will vary with the market based on the Prime Rate. Rates and terms determined by borrower’s credit qualifications. **Spend $3,500 
in the first 3 months and receive 10,000 bonus points. For a complete list of all rates and terms, visit us online at www.AMOCOfcu.org/loan-rates. Some fees and restrictions may apply.

800.231.6053 | AMOCOfcu.org

The Dobie 2024 band lieutenants are (left to right) Sarah Espinal, Raymundo Her-
nandez, Jamare Philbert and Joslyn Miniel. This year’s directors are Kevin Erickson, 
Daniel Giedraitis, Clay McNeill and Tyler Scarberry. Staff members are Caleb Er-
ickson, Josh Crocker, Leelianna Garcia and Sarah Campbell.

Advertise in 
the Leader!

281-
481-5656
southbelt
leader.com

The San Jacinto College board of 
trustees recognized Future Business 
Leaders of America winners during 
its Aug. 12 meeting. Pictured are, left 
to right, (front row) Nancy Suarez; 
Isaac Villarreal; Journee Overstreet; 
Catherine Green; Mariama Barry; 
Kristy McAuliffe, accounting and 
general business professor; (back 
row) Helen LaCour, business offi ce 
systems and support professor; Sher-
ilyn Reynolds, business management 
professor; and Dr. Aaron Knight, 
South Campus provost. Not pictured 
is winner Sharon Gaspard. Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
is the largest business Career and 
Technical Student organization in 
the world with more than 230,000 
members preparing for careers in 
business. FBLA inspires and pre-
pares students to become communi-
ty-minded business leaders in a glob-
al society through relevant career 
preparation and leadership experi-
ences. As part of that preparation, 
28 South campus members placed 
at the state leadership conference at 
San Jacinto College Central campus 
in April, with 12 qualifying to attend 
nationals.

Future Business Leaders of America winners 
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SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Aug. 15 through Aug. 21.

Atkinson Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting to Adrianne 
Wilkins Aug. 19.

Burnett Elementary
Share in the birthday fun Aug. 17 with Jennie 
Graham. Send a happy birthday greeting to 
Melisa Evans Aug. 18. 

Bush Elementary
 Light the birthday candles for Laura 
Ramsahai Aug. 17.

Meador Elementary
 Celebrating a birthday Aug. 17 is Tracie 
Nair.Blow out the candles Aug. 21 for Judith 
Kelly. 

Moore Elementary
 Send a happy birthday greeting Aug. 18 to 
Roxanne Carbajal.

Weaver, Brandon Gray, Yvonne Molina 
and Irl Ellis; Saturday, Aug. 17: Denise 
Moctezuma, Linda Rodriguez, Michelle 
Brovey and Paulo Espinoza, Sunday, Aug. 
18: Marty Gomez, Cathy Shipley, Shametta 
Benson, Corina Lopez, Jo Anne Muse, 
Vita Bernal, Annette Barrientos and Chris 
Cook; Monday, Aug. 19: Robert Mireles, 
Nathan Nguyen, Pamela Walters, Jody 
Urschel-Oun, Shandy Lecourias, Pamela 
McDonald and Derrick Pyper; Tuesday, 
Aug. 20: Rachel McClure, Claire Speck, 
Raymond Jackson and Todd Nathans; 
and Wednesday, Aug. 21: John Linares, 
Kip Ledgerwood, Gabrielle Loya, Brandi 
Washer and Leticia Gonzalez.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@southbeltlead
er.com with OTBF in the subject line by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

South Belt Elementary
 Aug. 17 is the day for a fun celebration for 
Taylor Strickland. 

Stuchbery Elementary
 Celebrating a special birthday Aug. 20 is 
Tracy Duron. 

Melillo Middle School
 Sing a chorus of a birthday song Aug. 21 to 
Alan Lopez Garza.

Thompson Intermediate
 On Aug. 13, light the birthday candles for 
Cliff Neel. Happy birthday wishes are sent 
Aug. 15 to Daniel Sawyer. Give a birthday 
shout-out Aug. 17 to James MacGregor.

Dobie High
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday Aug. 
19 are sent to Lorena Benavides Sanchez.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Aug. 15: Janna Hipps and 
Hector Pombo; Friday, Aug. 16: Nicole 
Love, Brandon Gray, Larry Bozka, Cynthia 

45 years ago (1979)
There were 22 new teachers at 
Dobie High School when the 
school year started.
 Holli Naquin won Best 
Smile in the Miss Hemisphere 
beauty contest. She placed 
second runner-up in the con-
test and was awarded a $2,100 
scholarship to the New York 
Academy of Theatrical Art.

40 years ago (1984)
 A Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate School student was killed 
instantly when he was struck 
by a vehicle while crossing 
Beamer Road near Kirkfair on 
a motor bike.
 Pasadena Independent 
School District board mem-
bers proposed expanding bi-
lingual education from kinder-
garten through fi fth grade at 
each elementary school in the 
district.

35 Years ago (1989)
 Realizing the need for 
additional schools and facili-
ties, Clear Creek Independent 
School District’s board of 
trustees voted to ask the pub-
lic to authorize a $40 million 
bond issue.
 Riverside, Calif., scored a 
run in the bottom of the fi fth 
inning to break a 2-2 tie and 
jolt South Belt’s Colt All-Stars 
from the Colt World Series.

30 years ago (1994)
 Precinct 2 constables and 
workers from the Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals spent fi ve hours remov-
ing 35 animals from a Sage-
glen home.
 Lightning struck Dobie 
High School, burning up two 
electrical circuits and six of 
the school’s 12 air condition-
ing motors.

25 years ago (1999)
 Police were investigating 
the death of a 47-year old man, 
whose body was found in the 
lake behind Beverly Hills 

Park.
 King of Kings Lutheran 
Church at 10825 Almeda-Ge-
noa Road closed.

20 years ago (2004)
 In a controversial vote, 
PISD trustees called for a 
$299.88 million bond election 
that would coincide with the 
Nov. 2 general election. Trust-
ee Fred Roberts, a South Belt 
resident, was the only vote 
against going forward with the 
election. The bond issue did 
pass in the general election af-
ter heated opposition.
 The PISD board also voted 
to expand Dobie High School 
in order to accommodate an 
additional 500 students instead 
of building a sixth district high 
school. Opponents said traffi c 
was congested enough around 
Dobie and Moore Elementary, 

without additional students.
 Deputies from Precinct 2 
Constable Gary Freeman’s 
offi ce arrested a mother and 
daughter on theft and fraud 
charges from Harris, Brazoria 
and Matagorda counties.
 Todd Krampitz, the can-
cer patient who mounted a 
billboard and television cam-
paign to secure a new liver, 
underwent transplant surgery. 
The surgery was effective at 
fi rst, but Krampitz died several 
months later.
 After having eight juveniles 
soliciting monetary contribu-
tions, a man was arrested by 
Harris County Sheriff’s depu-
ties on Beamer at the Beltway. 
The youths were seen solicit-
ing in the roadway, walking in 
and out of heavy traffi c.

15 years ago (2009)

   Michele Staley was named the 
new principal of Clear Brook 
High School. Most recently, 
Staley had served as principal 
of Pearland High School.
 Jose Luis Sosa was killed 
in a traffi c accident in the 
13900 block of the Gulf 
Freeway. He was driving a red 
Ford sport utility vehicle 
south on the freeway just 
north of Scarsdale when he 
left his lane and struck a pole. 
He was pronounced dead at 
the scene. No other vehicles 
were involved in the incident. 
This marked the sixth fatality 
of the year on the stretch of 
the Gulf Freeway between 
Fuqua and Scarsdale.

10 years ago (2014)
A man was fatally shot outside 
an art supply store in a strip 
mall at 10900 Kingspoint. 

Johnathan Estes, 47, was pro-
nounced dead at Memorial 
Hermann Hospital. Patrol offi-
cers responded to a shooting 
call at the address and found 
the victim with several gun-
shot wounds. Paramedics 
transported him to the hospi-
tal, where he later died. A 
father of two autistic children, 
Estes operated the Southern 
Artists Foundation, a nonprof-
it aimed at raising autism 
awareness. No arrests were 
made in the case.
 A judge fi ned Mount Ol-
ive Lutheran Church $500 for 
ignoring a temporary restrain-
ing order issued on behalf of 
the Sageglen Civic Club pri-
or to the Fourth of July in an 
attempt to prevent the church 
from selling fi reworks on its 
property, as the homeowners 

group contended it violated 
deed restrictions.

5 years ago (2019)
On Wednesday, Aug. 14, dep-
uties with the Harris County 
Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce 
discovered a man sleeping in 
a stolen vehicle in the 10100 
block of Sageglow. Edgar 
Tower was charged with un-
authorized use of a motor ve-
hicle, having an outstanding 
felony warrant for possession 
of a controlled substance in 
Galveston County and other 
misdemeanor warrants from 
Friendswood and League 
City.

1 year ago (2023)
 A man was found fatally 
shot about 7:05 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 12, at Blackhawk Park, 
located in the 9400 block of 
Blackhawk near Fuqua. Fer-

nando Romero, 29, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
According to Houston Police 
Department offi cials, offi cers 
were dispatched to a per-
son-down call in a park at the 
above address after a passerby 
observed a male lying on the 
bleachers. Offi cers arrived and 
observed the male, later iden-
tifi ed as Romero, had suffered 
multiple gunshot wounds. 
Contrary to online reports, the 
incident is not believed to be a 
suicide. No immediate arrests 
were made in the case.

Over the past two weeks local South Belt resident Greg Masone (right) took his 
daughter Raven Masone (left) and son Canon Masone turtle hunting in the Beamer 
ditch. Canon and Greg caught a big snapping turtle and Raven and Greg caught a 
big softshell turtle. Both turtles were released after a few pictures were taken. The 
family regularly drives by Beamer and sees turtles basking in the sun so the kids 
wanted to try and catch a few. Greg grew up turtle hunting in the same ditch back 
in the 90s which gave him the idea to share the fun with his kids. 

Turtling in Beamer ditch

Pictured above is Canon Masone with a snapping turtle he and his father caught.

St. Luke the Evangelist held its steward-
ship festival on Sunday, Aug. 4. Pictured, 
left to right, are Mujeres de la Mano de 
Maria members Mercy Rodriguez, Ali-
cia Velaquez, Guadalupe Castillo, Ame-
lia Gonzalez, Bishop Italo Dell’Oro, Ellie 
Flickinger and Alejandrina Altamirano.

Bishop 
attends 
St. Luke 

stewardship 
festival

The South Houston Jannette dance team for 2024-2025 has been named. Left to 
right are (front row) Shannon Shaw, Zariah Madison, Gabriela Aranda, Are-
lyn Castillo, (middle row) Mia Caballero, Yoannah Martinez, Marivel Rosales, 
Grace Sonnier, Ashley Prada, Carla Garcia, Annetthe Zacarias, Briseis Lozano, 

2024-2025 South Houston Jannette dance team named

Aleeya Murphy, Danette Ibarra, Zoe Arias, (back row) Natalie Rodriguez, Leydy 
Lopez-Rivas, Julissa Quintanilla, Cecilia Rodriguez, Laysha Hernandez, Daphne 
Moya, Dayana Moya, America Lira, Daniela Coreas, Elicia Espinoza, Azul Serra-
to and Melanie Garcia.

Master Gardeners sets meetings
 Open Garden Day will be on Monday, Aug. 19, from 8:30 
to 11 a.m. 
 One will get a free tour of Genoa Friendship Gardens and 
see a variety of planting exhibits and talk with Harris County 
Master Gardeners. 
 More information about this event can be found at hcmga.
tamu.edu.
 Growing Bulbs in Texas by Harris County Master Garden-
ers is set to meet Tuesday, Aug. 20, from 11 a.m. to noon. 
 This free virtual lecture is hosted by Harris County Pub-
lic Library via Facebook live and will teach one how to 
choose, plant and grow bulbs in a warm climate. No reser-
vation required, facebook.com/harriscountypl/events.

AARP Webster schedules set
 AARP Chapter 199 is hosting a bus trip on Tuesday, 
Aug. 27. 
 They will tour the Edison Museum in Beaumont. Lunch 
will be at Crazy Cajun and on the way back will be making 
at stop at the 9/11 Memorial. One must be a member of the 
local chapter to participate in the Chapter’s bus trips.
 If one is interested in joining AARP Chapter 199, annu-
al dues are $8 per year per person. However, one must be a 
member of national AARP and show ones current national 
membership card to join any local chapter. AARP Chapters 
are separately incorporated affi liates of AARP. 
 For additional information, contact President Veronica 
Stanford, 409-256-1195, veronica_stfrd46@yahoo.com

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia will 
be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, from 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m. each Thursday as part of the weekly Coffee with the 
Constable series. 
 The next event will be Thursday, Aug. 15, with an-
other event happening the following Thursday, Aug. 
22. For more information, call Sagemont Civic Club 
President Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545.

Advertise in the 
Leader!

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!

All Services are Free 
and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I need a pregnancy test

I need to know what to do
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 8/28/24.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

Longhorns begin march toward 2024 football opener
 The march to the Aug. 
29 regular season opener 
is now underway for the 
Dobie Longhorns as the 
program begins a new 
era under the direction of 
first-year head coach Dan-
ny Fitzmorris.
 On-field preseason 
workouts for returning 
sophomore through se-
nior players began Aug. 
12, and now exactly two 
weeks remain before the 
Longhorns open 2024 by 
hosting the Clear Brook 
Wolverines Aug. 29 at 
Veterans Stadium in Pas-
adena.  Kickoff is set for 
6:30 p.m.
 Dobie is a defending 
district champion and 
will look to make it two 
straight when the time 
comes beginning in week 
three. 
 For now though, it’s all 
about making progress on 
a daily basis.
 The Longhorns know 
they have one of the more 
quick-strike rushing at-
tacks anywhere in the re-
gion with senior Cameron 

Mathews coming off a 
junior season in which he 
rushed for nearly 1,800 
yards and scored 20 touch-
downs.
 Mathews will be joined 
by junior Demarcus Hodg-
es as well as senior Bryce 
Evans as the Longhorns 
will again look to control 
the pace of games via the 
ground game. 
 While Dobie will have 
a first-year starter at quar-
terback for the third con-
secutive season, senior 
Tariq Riley is a big-play 
receiver on the outside. 
Markel Terry, already a 
two-time All-District of-
fensive lineman, will lead 
the locals up front.
 The Longhorns will 
host La Porte in an Aug. 
22 scrimmage at Veterans 
Stadium as the two pro-
grams contend in a final 
tuneup prior to the start of 
the regular season.
 It can be argued that 
Dobie has operated be-
hind schedule since the 
hiring of Fitzmorris, May 
28, well after the comple-

tion of spring workouts 
were completed earlier in 
May. 
 But the new head 
coach said his program is 
on schedule as the regular 
season nears.
 “The guys have done a 
great job of getting them-
selves ready to go, and we 
feel good about the posi-
tion we are in entering the 
start of workouts,” Fitz-
morris said. 
 “I relied on my assis-
tant coaches to catch me 
up to speed on everything 
when I came in, and now 
I feel like we all have a 
really good idea of what 
some of these guys in our 
program can contribute.
 “Dobie has a tremen-
dous history of success. 
This program won a dis-
trict championship last 
year, so there is no re-
build going on here. It’s 
all about us both as indi-
viduals and as a program 
to do what we can to help 
contribute to the great tra-
dition that is Dobie High 
School football.”

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
School-age Program 
(Kindergarten and Up)

We pick up from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, and  
Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
Ask about our 
Introductory 
Specials

Join our martial arts family today!

BAY AREA TEXAS 
BASEBALL is a 501 (c) 3 

non-profit league.

2351
Clear Lake City
Blvd

Baseball
Com

plex

All games
played here.

Fee includes:
Jersey, Pants,

Cap, Socks,
Belt

No
Boundaries.

If you can get 
here, you can

 play   
   here.

See website or e-mail FDonaghe@aol.com

Born Jan 1, ’10 to
Aug 31, ‘12

Ages 3* through 18 *Must turn 4 before Sep 2025

BayAreaTexasBaseball.com
Register online  at

Bring a friend 
and play on 

the same 
team.

Walk-in 
       Registration 
         Saturday: 
 Aug 17
10 AM to Noon

Late Registration
begins Aug 18. 

(available online
while openings

remain)

SBGSA hosts fall ball free clinic
 Youths who have registered to compete in the 
South Belt Girls Softball Association’s fall ball sea-
son are encouraged to take part in the league’s free 
skills camp, which will run Aug. 18, from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the SBGSA facility at El Franco Lee Park.

Fall ball players may register for the skills camp at 
www.southbeltsoftball.sportngin.com. For more in-
formation, contact Maria Salinas at maria_g_sali 
nas@live.com.

Cowboys start Aug. 17 at Sharks
 The Bay Area Football League regular season 
kicks off Sat., Aug. 17, as the Sagemont Cowboys 
travel to take on the Magnolia Park Sharks as part of 
a full day of action in Houston.
 Peewee division play opens the day at 8:00 a.m., 
with the senior game following at 9 a.m.Junior divi-
sion play begins at 11:00 a.m., with the sophomore 
games to follow at 1 p.m. Freshman play concludes 
the day with a 3 p.m. kickoff each week.

Cowboys at
Magnolia Park

Aug. 17, all day
SBYSC to close registration

 The South Belt Youth Soccer Club will end reg-
istration for the 2024 fall season Aug. 16 as youths 
may register at www.southbeltsoccer.org. Regis-
tration is accepted via credit or debit card only. 
 Practices will begin this month, and teams will 
typically train two days a week in the early eve-
nings. 
 Games will begin in September after the Labor 
Day holiday, and continue through November.  The 
registration fee includes a team jersey top, shorts 
and socks. Parents will provide shin guards, soccer 
cleats and a soccer ball.

Dobie head coaching staff for 2024-2025 sees some changes
 Among the fall sports, 
Dobie graduate Danny 
Fitzmorris was officially 
hired May 28 as the Long-
horns’ new varsity football 
head coach and campus 
athletic coordinator.
 Fitzmorris began his 
youth football journey 
with the Sagemont Cow-
boys and was a Thompson 
Lion before becoming a 
standout linebacker at Do-
bie under then head coach 
Stan Labay.
 He has had several suc-
cessful stops across the 
Region III ranks, and lead-
ing the Dobie program 
represents Fitzmorris’ first 
head coaching opportuni-
ty. 
 Fitzmorris’ sideline de-
but will come Aug. 29 as 
the Longhorns host Clear 
Brook at Veterans Stadium 
in Pasadena.
 Dawn Sexton returns 
for her 10th season as the 
Longhorns’ varsity vol-
leyball head coach after 
leading the 2023 squad to 
a program-best 32 over-
all match wins, including 
a bidistrict playoff round 
match.
 After watching 10 se-
niors in all walk across the 
graduation stage at NRG 

Stadium in May, Sexton 
and her staff began the 
current season Aug. 13 
with largely a first-year 
varsity roster.
 Manuel Moreno Jr. is in 
his 26th school year as the 
Longhorns’ head tennis 
coach and 43rd overall in 
youth tennis.
 Dobie’s girls’ cross-
country program is led 
by Mo Hickman, one of 
the school’s most popular 
coaches over the years. 
 She guided the girls’ 
program to three straight 
22-6A championships 
from 2020 through 2022 
and celebrated current se-
nior Lauren Garza’s run to 
the 2023 6A state meet.
 Stephen Cross, one of 
the longest-tenured coach-
es at Dobie, is the Long-
horn boys’ cross-country 
head coach. 
 A Dobie graduate him-
self, Cross played varsity 
basketball for the Long-
horns for legendary  head 
coach Scott Talton.
 The Dobie soccer pro-
gram has undergone an 
overhaul with Josh Klu-
ka now the head coach of 
the varsity boys’ program. 
Meanwhile, Kyle Jurek is 
now in charge of the girls’ 

program. 
 A season ago, Klu-
ka was the varsity boys’ 
head coach at Katy Pae-
tow, while Jurek was the 
varsity girls’ head coach 
at Alvin the previous two 
seasons.
 Timir Patel made his 
debut in 2023 as the Long-
horns’ boys basketball 
head coach, and is in his 
second season after guid-
ing the locals to the play-
offs a season ago. 
 Dobie’s baseball and 
softball programs have 
continued to enjoy steady 
leadership over the years. 
 Head coach Miguel 
Torres has led the Long-
horns’ varsity baseball 
program two consecutive 
bidistrict round playoff se-
ries wins. 
 On the softball field, 
Dobie is guided by head 
coach Robin Rackley, a 
Pasadena ISD Athletics 
Hall of Fame member who 
a season ago surpassed 
400 career victories.
 Dobie graduate Charles 
Washington returns to his 
role as the school’s girls’ 
track and field coach and 
is also the associate head 
coach of the football pro-

Continued on Page 8

Volleyball programs quickly prepare for tourney play
 The 2024 high school 
volleyball season has 
started as Clear Brook and 
Dobie opened play Aug. 
13 after press time.
 Clear Brook will not 
compete in the prestigious 
John Turner Classic, run-
ning Aug. 15-17 within 
the Pearland ISD.
 Lutheran South,  a fi-
nalist at the Texas Asso-
ciation of Private and Pa-
rochial Schools 5A state 
tournament in 2023,  will 
begin its season at the 
Mavericks’  Volleybash 
Aug. 15-17 at Pasadena 

Memorial High School.
 As for Dobie, the Long-
horns will host Goose 
Creek Memorial Aug. 16 
at Dobie main, with the 
varsity match beginning at 
5 p.m. Head coach Dawn 
Sexton’s program will 
then travel to Clear Creek 
High School Aug. 20 to 
take on the Wildcats at 6 
p.m.
 Clear Brook and Dobie 
will be part of Dickinson 
ISD’s 32-team field at the 
Gator Invitational Aug. 22 
and Aug. 24. 
 During the Aug. 23 off 

day in Dickinson, Dobie 
will host Crosby at Do-
bie main, with the varsity 
match starting at 5:30 p.m. 
 Meanwhile, the Wol-
verines will host South 
Houston,  with the varsity 
match also starting at 5:30 
p.m.
 Dickinson will wel-
come 32 programs in all 
as the event will feature 
many of the top programs 
from the Region III ranks, 
including Alief Elsik, Al-
vin, Angleton, Baytown 
Lee, Baytown Sterling, 
Bellaire, Brazosport,  Bra-

zoswood, Clear Brook, 
Clear Falls, Clear Lake, 
Crosby, Dickinson, Dobie, 
Elkins,  Richmond Fos-
ter, George Ranch, Goose 

Creek Memorial, High-
tower, Houston Lamar, 
La Porte, Manvel, Need-
ville, North Shore, Katy 
Paetow, Pasadena Memo-

rial, Pearland, Santa Fe, 
Second Baptist, Shadow 
Creek, Stafford and Sum-
mer Creek.

Senior defensive lineman Hunter Stacey (99) returns 
as one of the key performers up front as the Long-
horns have started preseason workout in prepara-

tion for the 2024 season. Stacey, a team captain, was 
solid last season as he helped lead Dobie to a District 
22-6A championship. Photo by Gloria Wallace

Dobie senior Leslie Sarduy will lead the Longhorns’ 
varsity volleyball team into its home opener Aug. 16 
against Goose Creek Memorial at Dobie main.

Photo by Gloria Wallace

At left, Kyle Jurek is 
now in charge of the 
Dobie girls’ soccer pro-
gram after spending 
the previous two sea-
sons in the same role 
at Alvin High School.  
Jurek is Dobie’s fourth 
head coach in as many 
seasons and aims to 
provide stability for 
the Longhorns, who 
won a program-best 
18 matches last season. 
The Dobie High School 
head coaching staff has 
undergone numerous 
other changes from 
last school year to the 
start of 2024-2025. See 
a complete list on Page 
8. 

Dobie hosts 
G.C. Memorial
Aug. 16, 5 p.m.

Dobie main

Clear Brook at
Turner Invitational
Aug. 15-17, TBA

Lutheran South
at Volleybash

Aug. 15-17, TBA



Page 6, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, August 15, 2024

Brook JV Red Football
Aug. 28 Dobie 

Sept. 5 Eisenhower

Sept. 12 at G.C. Memorial

Sept. 19 *at Clear Springs

Sept. 26 *Dickinson

Oct. 3 *at Deer Park

Oct. 17 *Clear Creek

Oct. 24 *at Clear Falls

Oct. 30 *at Clear Lake

Nov. 7 *Brazoswood 

*24-6A games

Games start at 4:30 p.m. unless noted

Brook Fr. Black Football
Aug. 28 at Dobie

Sept. 5 at Eisenhower

Sept. 12 G.C. Memorial

Sept. 19  *Clear Springs

Sept. 26 *at Dickinson

Oct. 3 *Deer Park

Oct. 17 *at Clear Creek

Oct. 24 *Clear Falls

Oct. 30 *Clear Lake

Nov. 6 *at Brazoswood

*24-6A games

Games start at 4:30 p.m. unless noted

Brook Fr. Red Football
Aug. 28 at Dobie

Sept. 5 at Eisenhower

Sept. 12 G.C. Memorial

Sept. 19  *Clear Springs

Sept. 26 *at Dickinson

Oct. 3 *Deer Park

Oct. 17 *at Clear Creek

Oct. 24 *Clear Falls

Oct. 30 *Clear Lake

Nov. 6 *at Brazoswood

*24-6A games

Games start at 4:30 p.m. unless noted

Brook JV Black Football
Aug. 28 Dobie

Sept. 5 Eisenhower

Sept. 12 at G.C. Memorial

Sept. 19 *at Clear Springs

Sept. 26 *Dickinson

Oct. 3 *at Deer Park

Oct. 17 *Clear Creek

Oct. 24 *at Clear Falls

Oct. 30 *at Clear Lake

Nov. 6 *Brazoswood

*24-6A games

Games start at 6 p.m. unless noted

Dobie JV White Football
Aug. 22 La Porte scrimm. (V) 5:30 p.m. 

Aug. 28 George Ranch (V) 
Sept. 5 Klein
Sept. 12 *Dawson
Sept. 26 *at Memorial
Oct. 3 *Shadow Creek
Oct. 10 *at Pearland
Oct. 17 *South Houston
Oct. 24 *at Sam Rayburn
Oct. 31 *Alvin
Nov. 6 *at Manvel 
*22-6A games
(V) Veterans Stadium, Pasadena
Games start at 4:30 p.m. unless noted

Dobie Fr. Orange Football
Aug. 22 La Porte scrimm. (V) 4:30 p.m. 

Aug. 28 Clear Brook
Sept. 5 at Klein
Sept. 12 *at Dawson
Sept. 26 *Memorial
Oct. 3 *at Shadow Creek
Oct. 10 *Pearland
Oct. 17 *at South Houston
Oct. 24 *Sam Rayburn
Oct. 31 *at Alvin
Nov. 6 *Manvel 
*22-6A games
(V) Veterans Stadium, Pasadena

Games start at 6 p.m. unless noted

Dobie Fr. White Football
Aug. 22 La Porte scrimm. (V) 
Aug. 28 George Ranch (V) 
Sept. 5 at Klein
Sept. 12 *at Dawson
Sept. 26 *Memorial
Oct. 3 *at Shadow Creek
Oct. 10 *Pearland
Oct. 17 *at South Houston
Oct. 24 *Sam Rayburn
Oct. 31 *at Alvin
Nov. 6 *Manvel 
*22-6A games

(V) Veterans Stadium, Pasadena

Games start at 4:30 p.m. unless noted

Dobie JV Orange Football
Aug. 22 La Porte scrimm. (V) 5:30 p.m. 

Aug. 28 at Clear Brook
Sept. 5 Klein
Sept. 12 *Dawson
Sept. 26 *at Memorial
Oct. 3 *Shadow Creek
Oct. 10 *at Pearland
Oct. 17 *South Houston
Oct. 24 *at Sam Rayburn
Oct. 31 *Alvin
Nov. 6 *at Manvel 
*22-6A games
(V) Veterans Stadium, Pasadena
Games start at 6 p.m. unless noted

Clear Brook, Dobie deliver subvarsity football game schedules for 2024

Jalen Baldwin, a Class of 2023 Dobie High School graduate, is still in the 
mix at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas as the redshirt freshman works 
his way up the depth chart in 2024 with the Rebels in the defensive second-
ary. His brother, Johnathan Baldwin, a Class of 2021 Dobie graduate, is a 
senior at UNLV and enters the 2024 season as the starter at strong safety. 
UNLV will open the regular season Aug. 31 at Houston, taking on the Cou-
gars in a 6 p.m. start at TDECU Stadium.

 A pair of varsity foot-
ball district champions 
from a season ago will 
meet in an Aug. 22 scrim-
mage as Dobie hosts 
LaPorte at Veterans Stadi-
um in Pasadena.
 Former Dobie head 
coach Kevin Berneathy,  
who guided La Porte to 
a District 8-5A champi-
onship in 2023,  will lead 
his Bulldogs into action 
against defending District 
22-6A champion Dobie 
as the two programs go 
through game-like paces 
in preparation for the reg-
ular season.

 The varsity scrimmage, 
which will conclude things 
at 7 p.m., will include a 
variety of fi rst eight-play 
offensive drives by both 
teams and then six-play 
drives. 
 A common two-quarter 
game with a regular clock 
running will be included 
as the two programs simu-
late the start of the regular 
season as normal as possi-
ble.
 The freshman scrim-
mage will begin things at 
4:30 p.m., with the junior 
varsity scrimmage follow-
ing at 5:30 p.m.

 The respective pro-
grams will be preparing 
for the start of the 2024 
regular season as Dobie 
hosts Clear Brook Aug. 28 
at Veterans Stadium in a 
6:30 p.m. start. 
 LaPorte, meanwhile, 
will open its season Aug. 
29 at Deer Park, taking on 
the Deer in a 7 p.m. start at 
Abshier Stadium.
 Berneathy will begin 
his third season in charge 
of things at La Porte, while 
fi rst- year head coach Dan-
ny Fitzmorris is kicking 
off his head coaching ca-
reer with the Longhorns.

Longhorns to scrimmage La Porte

Defensive back Marcus Jones and his teammates will host the La Porte Bull-
dogs in a scrimmage game Aug. 22 at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena as both 
programs go through a dress rehearsal for the start of the 2024 regular season.

Photo by Gloria Wallace

 The Dobie cross-coun-
try program offi cially 
opened the 2024 season 
with an appearance at 
Dawson High School’s 
Will Sirmon Alumni Invi-
tational Aug. 9 in Pearland 
as competitors navigated a 
3,200-meter course.
 In the varsity girls’ di-
vision, a time of 11 min-
utes, 21.10 seconds was 
the gold-medal time for 
senior Keara Zver of Con-
roe Grand Oaks.
 A time of 12:52.50 
landed Dobie senior Lau-
ren Garza 18th overall as 
the state meet qualifi er 
from 2023 got her fi nal 
season going.
 Dobie sophomore 

Aracely Alvarado had a 
time of 12:58.20 as the 
Longhorns’ second overall 
fi nisher, and Leyla Marti-
nez (14:28.60) and Mari-
ah Medina (15:23.50) also 
ran for the locals.
 A time of 10:00.40 got 
senior Zachary Madsen 
of Clear Lake to the fi n-
ish line fi rst overall in the 
varsity boys’ 3,200-meter 
race. As for Dobie, fresh-
man Jordan Roman was 
17th-best at 10:43.70.
 Also for the Longhorns, 
junior Johan Villavicen-
cio, the Longhorns’ top 
returnee from 2023, was 
in at 11:08.20, with ju-
nior Orlando Paz posting a 
time of 11:34.20. 

 Senior Carlos Salazar 
crossed the fi nish line in 
a time of 11:45.30, and 
Jorge Jasso fi nished at 
12:43.
 The junior varsity 
girls’ course measured 
3,200-meters as sopho-
more Christina Rodriguez 
placed 13th overall in a 
time of 15:21.70. 
 Skyler Mendiola, also 
a sophomore, was in at 
15:55, with teammate Ali-
yah Sanchez, also a soph-
omore, earning a time of 
15:58.90.
 Junior Peter Ngo was 
Dobie’s best fi nisher in 
the junior varsity boys’ 
3,200-meter event in a 
time of 13:06.70.

Dobie cross-country runs Dawson

 Classes have started 
within Pasadena ISD, and 
the Beverly Hills Interme-
diate athletic department 
is already planning presea-
son activities involving the 
South Belt community.

 The Bears’ athletic de-
partment has shifted the 
date for the annual Bev-
erly Hills Intermediate 
Community Day, which 
this year will be held 
Sept. 7, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. the school’s football 

and volleyball programs 
will both be involved with 
scrimmage action during 
the day as the community 
is invited to come out and 
see what the Bears have in 
store for the school year. 
 On the field, the Bears’ 
seventh-grade teams will 
scrimmage from 9 to 9:45 
a.m., followed by eighth-
grade scrimmage action 
from 11 to 11:45 a.m. 
 As for the Bears’ vol-
leyball teams, the sev-

enth-grade groups will 
scrimmage from 10 to 
10:45 a.m., followed by 
the eighth-grade action 
from noon to 12:45 p.m. 
 During the Communi-
ty Day, Bears’ fans will 
have a chance to pur-
chase a variety of team 
apparel items, including 
spirit shirts, backpacks, 
bucket hats and more. 
Concessions will be avail-
able during the event via 
cash-only purchase.

BHI plans Community Day Sept. 7

At right, Dobie senior 
Lauren Garza, a state 
qualifi er a season ago 
for the Longhorns, 
led the cross-country 
program into the 2024 
regular season with an 
appearance at the Will 
Sirmon Alumni Invita-
tional at Dawson High 
School. Garza will lead 
a Dobie girls’ program 
that is reloading af-
ter three consecutive 
off-seasons of con-
siderable senior class 
losses.

Baldwins will be in Houston Aug. 31

Houston Cougars
host UNLV Rebels

Aug. 31, TDECU Stadium



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656

       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.
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FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United 
Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832-293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time 
kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon  
713-472-0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
1 - 3 p.m. Parker Williams Genealogy 
Group – meets the fi rst and third Friday 
monthly at the library, Beamer at Scarsdale, 
1-3 p.m. Meetings are free and open to the 
public. Email Liz Hicks at erootrot@usa.net 
for details.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and Zoom online. For details 
on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday service, Judaism classes, fi lm se-
ries, and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://
wwwshaarhashalom.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance 
Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.has
cona.com or https://nastuff.com/. Meets 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family mem-
bers and friends of problem drinkers/addicts 
share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are 
not alone, and discover choices available. 
For details, call 281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meets at 
CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– See Friday’s notice.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 

English) – For women affected by an addict. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. 
Call 281-487-8787, drop in or visit https://
www.houstonalanon.org/.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18
8 a.m./ 10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 a.m., 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, Book of 
Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m. 
and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. (in 
back of a medical/retail community). For de-
tails, call 281-479-7285 and leave a message, 
or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 5125 Preston Ave. 
Pasadena, TX 77505. Call 713-419-2635 for 
details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 19
1:30–3 p.m. Ballroom Dancing – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway, League City, 77573, is open. Neva 
and Bill Schroder coordinate Wednesday ses-
sions for casual ballroom dancing (not dance 
lessons). Park activity cardholders attend 
free. Call 281-554-1180 for details.
5 p.m. - New Directions Singles Social 
Group is a singles group for those over 55+. 
Meetings are the first and third Monday’s held 
in the community room at Maplewood 
Crossing 600 Hobbs Road, League City. 
There will a potluck dinner and may include 
group activities. For further information, call 
Carol at 281-508-1663. See their Facebook 
page: New Directions Singles Social Group.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Email huff_reunion@juno.com 
for info.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly) – #0683 Friendswood chapter meets 
at Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 N. 
Friendswood Dr. in the educational  bldg., 
room 201. For information, call Lynette Rin-
grose 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau at 
713-875-8820.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance 
Group, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway 
(FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or 
https://nastuff.com/. Meets Monday-Friday.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – St. Luke’s 
12 Step Recovery, open meeting Mondays, in 
the Education Bldg. in room 4, 11011 Hall 
Rd. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 
or Rita at 281-309-2801

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtual-
ly with the exception of the second and fourth 
Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at sehous
ton.toastmastersclubs.org. In-person address 
10500 Scarsdale Blvd. (SB Chamber of 
Commerce). Visit the website or call Karen 
Nunn at (832) 722-9061 for  information. 
7 p.m. Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civic 
Club – meets the third Tuesday of the month 
at 7900 Fuqua (inside Covenant of Faith Unit-
ed Methodist Church). No meeting in Decem-
ber. Contact Cathy@cheyder@sbcglobal.net 
or call 713-332-6294 for details.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See Friday’s 
notice.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners. 3525 Broadway, 
Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 
for more information. Meets Mondays – 
Fridays.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Ballroom Dancing – 
See Monday’s notice.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See Friday’s 
notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community 
United Methoist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 
713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832-
293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for appoint-
ment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

HELP WANTED
MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
NEEDED immediately for 
busy medical practice. 
Must have experience. 
Bilingual a plus. Mon.-
Fri., 9-5. Send resumes 
to premierheartspecial
ists@gmail.com or call 
281-412-4949.  8-15

MISSING PET
HULK WENT MISSING 
from Lettie and Fern 
Terrace Dr.  He is a Bully 
with black and white 
stripes on chest and 
face, weighs approx. 50 
lbs. and is 2 yrs. old. He 
is very friendly. Please 
help bring our baby 
home. Call or text 713-
240-7981. 8-15

Support Leader Advertisers

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

LOPEZ
OVERHEAD 

DOORS
Residential & Commercial

New Garage Door Installation & Repair
24 Hour 

Emergency Service 713-953-1697

Big Edd’s
“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Notice of Public Auction
On August 31, 2024 at 10 a.m., pursuant to Ch. 59 of the 
Texas Property Code, Miniwarehouses of South Houston 
at 1409 Indiana St., South Houston, Texas 77587 will sell 
at Public Auction property to satisfy a contractual landlord’s 
lien for cash only. Seller reserves the right to bid on any 
items to be sold. Items to be sold are household goods, 
furniture, clothing and tools. Buyer responsible for timely 
unit cleanup.

Tenants 
4 Susan Rawley and Sergio Gil, 48 Marissa Gonzales, 81 
Kenneth Stevens, 85 Alexus Smith, 86 Jennifer Salazar 
and 92 Rebecca Nelson.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TRUCK FOR SALE

Advertise in the Leader

For sale: 1996 Dodge 
pickup, tow package, 
tool chest, fi rm price 
$4,500. Call 281-464-
3603.

The Handyman Can.
Fences, Decks, Painting &

General repairs
Work done right at the right price
Serving southbelt and surrounding areas.

713.701.7400

Notice of Public Sale
Sale of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien.

Sale to be held online at 
www.SelfStorageAuction.com
Home Free Storage located at 

12450 Beamer Rd Houston, TX 77089
Bidding will open (9/2/24 5:00 AM) 
and conclude (9/11/24 10:00 PM)

Cleanup deposit is required. The seller 
reserves the right to withdraw the property

at any time before the sale. Unit items 
sold as-is to highest cash bidder. Property 
includes the contents of the space of the 

following tenant:
Kevin Craven: (3) New barstools still in 

boxes, Fiber Optic Hardware, Copper Wire

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

For More Information
409-744-4673
moodygardens.org

MOODY GARDENSMOODY GARDENS

SAVE BIG! The Value Pass Now Includes Unlimited Entry PLUS Palm Beach

Special activities are scheduled for Friday, Saturday and Sunday;
so wine lovers plan your itinerary, book your hotel and make it a weekend to remember!

ATTRACTIONS•HOTEL•GOLF•SPA

Friday, August 30
SEVEN-ON-SEVEN

SEAFOOD EXTRAVAGANZA

Saturday, August 3
PENGUINS & PINOT:

GRAND TASTING

Sunday, Sept. 1
BOURBON DINNER

WEEKEND HIGHLIGHTS

and so much more!

EARLY BIRD TICKETS AND HOTEL PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

Chef
Bryan Caswell

Chef
David Cordua

Paul Miller Chef
James Lundy

Executive Chef
Chris Lopez

Executive Chef
William Pickavance

Executive Chef
Bobby Lee Ross

Andres Castaneda Executive Pastry Chef
Betheny Boedicker

Executive Chef
Edgardo Caminos

Chef
Trinidad Gonzalez

Brooks set to go at Okla. State

Jason Brooks Jr., a Dobie graduate, is set to begin his senior season at Okla-
homa State University with the football program. A redshirt senior with the 
Cowboys, Brook is currently listed as the backup left guard along the of-
fensive front. The Cowboys open the 2024 regular season by hosting South 
Dakota State Aug. 31 at Boone Pickens Stadium.

2024-2025 Dobie Head Coaches
Varsity football

Danny Fitzmorris
Varsity volleyball

Dawn Sexton
Tennis head coach
Manuel Moreno Jr.
Girls’ cross-country

Mo Hickman
Boys’ cross-country

Stephen Cross
Boys’ soccer
Josh Kluka

Girls’ soccer
Kyle Jurek

Boys’ basketball
Timir Patel

Girls’ basketball
Rachel Flores

Boys’ track and fi eld
Jacob Watson

Girls’ track and fi eld
Charles Washington

Baseball
Miguel Torres

Softball 
Robin Rackley

Dobie coaching staff
has changes this year

Dobie tennis makes progress
 Perhaps the teams win- 
loss record is not what 
everyone had hoped for 
early on, but both head 
coach and the players are 
confi dent that better days 
are ahead within the Dobie 
team tennis program. 
 Save for a win over 
Lewisville on the opening 
weekend of the season, 
the Longhorns have found 
victories hard to come 
by while taking on what 
is arguably the toughest 
schedule in the region. 
 “I’m not really worried 
about wins and losses at 
this point, Dobie head ten-
nis coach Manuel Moreno 
Jr said. 
 “I can see that we are 
making progress both as 
individual players and as 
a group. We have to do a 
better job of winning some 
of the key points in both 
super tiebreakers and in 
deuce situations. 
 “A point here or there 
can go a long way, and 
right now we haven’t had a 
whole lot of success win-

ning those key points.”
 Despite the lack of 
wins, Moreno said the 
players have been upbeat 
since day one and have 
largely been very compet-
itive in each match.  
 Moreno made some ad-
justments to the original 
lineup and believes the 
team is getting closer and 
closer to putting itself in 
the best possible position 
to win team tennis magic. 
 Dobie opened the regu-
lar season with six seniors 
at the top of the boys’  sin-
gles ladder, with Diego 
Flores in the No. 1 singles 
role, with Rigo Alaniz at 
No. 2. 
 Nestor Garza was at 
three, Pitou So was fourth, 
Nolan Tran fi fth and Tre 
Ramirez sixth.
 As for the girls’  singles 
ladder, junior Dulce Mejia 
began the season in the top 
spot, followed by junior 
Chloe Estes at No. 2. Se-
nior Vyyy Do was seeded 
third, followed by sopho-
more Angelina Vu at No. 

4. at No. 5 was junior Tif-
fany Nguyen, with Alena 
Morgan, a senior, seeded 
sixth.
 Moreno has since made 
some boys’ singles ladder 
adjustments to include 
Flores at No. 1, Garza at 
No. 2, Alaniz third, So 
fourth, Ramirez fi fth and 
Jordan De Robles sixth. 
 On the girls’ side, More-
no is now playing No. 1 
with Mejia second. Estes 
is now playing No. 3, with 
Angelina Vu fourth. Alena 
Morgan is fi fth with Mari-
na Kostikoglou. 
 “I really believe we are 
making progress,” Moreno 
said. “The ultimate goal 
is to be ready and at our 
best when we open dis-
trict Aug. 27 against Daw-
son.  
 “The kids are work-
ing hard despite the heat, 
have kept a great attitude 
and have been willing to 
do whatever it takes to 
improve. As a head coach, 
that is all you can ask for 
from the kids.”

Dobie varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmorris, 
dodging some raindrops earlier this summer during 
a youth football camp, is set to begin the regular sea-
son Aug. 29 as the Longhorns host Clear Brook at 
Veterans Stadium in Pasadena.

Continued from Page 5
gram. 
 Jacob Watson, hired 
this summer as Dobie’s 
varsity football offensive 
line coach, will also lead 
the Longhorn boys’ track 
and field squad.
 The athletic training 
staff at Dobie is headed 
by Jesse Lopez and Emma 
Hernandez at the main 
campus, while Lori Mah-
an is in charge at Dobie9.
 The Dobie coaching 
staff may find the com-
petition within the re-
aligned District 22-6A to 
be among the most com-
petitive that the program 
has ever faced across the 

board. 
 At the very least, there 
promises to be a few new 
rivalries created as the 
Longhorns go head-to-
head with the likes of 
Alvin, Dawson, Manvel, 
Pearland, Shadow Creek 
and Summer Creek in 
addition to Pasadena ISD 
holdovers Memorial, Sam 
Rayburn and South Hous-
ton.
 Some of the new 
coaches have already had 
a chance to make a dif-
ference in the fall while 
others are working within 
their off-season programs 
as the new school year is 
now underway.

Newsome joins Miss. State

Clear Brook graduate Kailin Newsome has joined the Mississippi State Uni-
versity women’s volleyball program for the 2024 season, which will be her 
graduate year. Newsome has previously been a collegiate standout at South-
eastern Louisiana University, where she was a three-time All-Conference 
performer and earned numerous accolades while leading the Lions to the 
NCAA tournament on multiple occasions. She is the all-time kills leader at 
Clear Brook.
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