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 Mayor Sylvester Turner joined hundreds of 
Hire Houston Youth interns the morning of July 
31 to celebrate the end of a successful summer 
internship season full of resource connections, 
career readiness training and fi nancial literacy 
enhancement.
 The event coined the “End of Summer Cele-
bration,” was produced by the Human Resources 
Department and the Mayor’s Offi ce of Education 
and Youth Engagement, where interns had the 
opportunity to meet one another, network with 
present employers, learn of available resources, 
and hear from a private sector employer and in-
tern about their experiences with the program, as 
well as from Turner himself. 
 “Everyone that chose to participate in Hire 
Houston Youth and has completed or is in the 
process of completing an internship or job op-

portunity deserves to be celebrated. The youth 
of today have faced unprecedented times that 
involved a global pandemic, a national mental 
health crisis, and an increase in violence and yet, 
they have persevered.” said Turner. 
 Hire Houston Youth serves as a facilitator to 
connect youth, ages 16 – 24, to eight-week paid 
local jobs and internships at the City of Hous-
ton and in the public, private, and philanthropic 
sectors where they are empowered with an “earn 
and learn” opportunity in Houston’s dynamic 
economy.
 Turner included Hire Houston Youth in the One 
Safe Houston crime reduction initiative to reduce 
violence, prevent crime, provide increased crisis 
intervention, engage the community and provide 
outreach opportunities to young people.

 Continued on Page 4

Firefighters cared for Duff

Longtime South Belt resident Billy Duff (left) recently died at 97 years old. For quite some 
time, Firefi ghters from Houston Fire Department Station 70 “adopted” Duff and cared for 
her, particularly Robert Hyatt (right) and Chief Phillip Quintero. Hyatt would even check 
in on Duff during his free time to make sure the aging resident was OK. See related letter 
to the editor on Page 2.

City’s 2023 internship program a success
Turner touts Hire Houston Youth program

HPD holds PIP meeting
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive In-
teraction Program will meet Tuesday, Aug. 15, at 
6 p.m. at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, 
11800 Astoria, in the CES Classroom on the first 
floor of the main building. PIP consists of police and 
citizens working together for safer neighborhoods. 
Guest speaker will be HPD Major Offenders Offi -
cer Nicole Frerichs, who will speak on animal cruel-
ty. For additional information, contact HPD Officer 
Richard Buitron at Richard.Buitron@HoustonPo 
lice.org or 832-395-1776.

Ellington eRcycling set
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Management 
Department’s monthly electronic recycling event 
will take place Saturday, Aug. 12, at the Neighbor-
hood Recycling Center at Ellington Airport from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. Recycling electronics keeps po-
tentially harmful materials, such as mercury, cad-
mium, lead and cathode ray tubes out of the waste 
stream and the environment. Items accepted are PCs, 
servers, keyboards, mice, laptops, game consoles, 
monitors, small kitchen appliances, memory chips, 
hubs and routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax 
machines, projectors, rechargeable batteries, cable 
boxes, car batteries, telephones, cellphones, PDAs, 
tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables and cameras. 
The collection events take place the second Saturday 
of each month. For information, visit www.houston-
solidwaste.org or call 311. 

Sagemeadow HOA meets
 Sagemeadow subdivision’s monthly HOA meet-
ing will be held at The Gardens, 12001 Beamer on 
Thursday, Aug. 17, at 7:15 p.m. This month’s guest 
speaker is Jeremy Ratcliffe from Harris County 
Flood Control District. This and all meetings are 
open to the public. For the meeting agenda or any 
more information, visit our website, www.sage-
meadow.org.

City to collect heavy trash
 City residents south of Fuqua will have heavy trash 
pickup Thursday, Aug. 10 (second Thursday). City res-
idents north of Fuqua and west of the Gulf Freeway will 
have heavy trash pickup Friday, Aug. 11 (second Fri-
day). August is for junk waste but tree waste will also 
be accepted. Pickups may be delayed. For information, 
visit www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste or call 311.

New Covenant feeds needy
 New Covenant Christian Church, 10603 Black-
hawk at Kirkfair will have new food distribution 
dates in August. The church will have food distribu-
tion the second and fourth Saturday monthly from 
noon to 2 p.m. This month, the church will also dis-
tribute school supplies the second Saturday (Aug. 
12). The purpose of the pantry is to provide food to 
people in need in the community. For more informa-
tion, contact the church at 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia 
will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, from 7:30 to 
8:30 a.m. each Thursday as part of the weekly Coffee 
with the Constable series. The next event will take 
place Thursday, Aug. 10. For additional information, 
call Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545.

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of active COVID-19 cases in the 
South Belt community remains on par with the pre-
vious week, according to Harris County health offi -
cials.
 As of Tuesday, Aug. 8, there were 70 active cases 
in 77089, up two from the previous week. To date, 
142 from the ZIP code have died from the disease, 
no increase from the previous week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 12 active cases, no 
change from the previous week. To date, there have 
been 84 deaths in the ZIP code, no increase from the 
previous week.
 In 77034, there were 21 active cases, no change 
from the previous week. To date, 92 residents from 
ZIP code 77034 have died from the disease, no in-
crease from the previous week.
 Statistics are updated daily and include numbers 
from within the Houston city limits and through-
out Harris County. To view an interactive map, vis-
it covid-harriscounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cumula 
tive-data.

Beltway closed for repairs
 Eastbound lanes of Beltway 8 will be closed from 
Blackhawk to the Gulf Freeway from 9 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 11, through 5 a.m. Monday, Aug. 14. Detour 
signs will be in place but drivers may wish to seek 
another route. 
 All westbound Beltway 8 main lanes near Gulf 
Freeway will be closed through Thursday, Aug. 31, to 
make emergency repairs, according to Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation offi cials. 
 All westbound traffi c will be forced to exit the 
main lanes at SH 3/Old Galveston and be diverted to 
the Beltway 8 frontage lanes. 
 The westbound entrance ramps will be closed at 
SH 3/Old Galveston, Crenshaw and Genoa Red Bluff. 
The westbound main lanes will reopen at Beamer. 
Eastbound Beltway 8 main lanes and all connector 
ramps to the Gulf Freeway will remain open. TxDOT 
offi cials say the closures are necessary to make emer-
gency repairs near the westbound Sabo exit, where the 
ground is sinking. The closures are expected to cause 
traffi c delays.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Saturday, Sept. 30. 
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 517 in League City to FM 2004/Camp Wallace 
Access Road in Dickinson/Texas City daily from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Saturday, Sept. 30. 
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access Road in Dickinson/
Texas City to FM 519/Main Street in La Marque dai-
ly from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 
a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.

 Summer is coming to a close, and that means it’s 
time for South Belt students to return to school.
 With the exception of incoming freshmen, Pas-
adena ISD students will return to class Monday, 
Aug. 14. To familiarize ninth-grade students with 
high school campuses before halls become crowd-
ed, they will begin class the previous school day on 
Friday, Aug. 11.
 Clear Creek ISD will start the 2023-2024 school 
year the following week, with students in transition 
grades (prekindergarten, kindergarten, sixth grade 
and ninth grade) starting Monday, Aug. 21. This 
day is designed to allow time for students to get to 
know their new school. All remaining grades will 

South Belt students return to school
New Thompson campus, free Pasadena ISD lunches among firsts

ed the $39.5 million contract to construct the new 
campus.
 Originally to be constructed on Highland Mead-
ows Drive in the Riverstone Ranch at Clear Creek 
subdivision, the project was met with opposition 
from residents of both the Riverstone Ranch at 
Clear Creek and Green Tee Terrace subdivisions, 
the two neighborhoods which would have bordered 
the campus.
 Some Riverstone Ranch at Clear Creek residents 
felt the proposed location presented a safety haz-
ard, as it was to be located deep within the subdivi-
sion, with the school’s only entrance being within a 
90-plus-degree curve with limited sight of oncom-
ing traffi c in both directions.
 Green Tee Terrace homeowners further com-
plained that the initial site of the campus would 
have generated additional traffi c in their communi-
ty.
 To rectify the problem, Pasadena ISD offi cials 
proposed a land swap with Meritage Homes, the 
developer in the area surrounding the school. Such 
a move, however, would cost the district signifi -
cantly more money.
 New plans called for relocating the Thompson 

campus to a piece of property in the 8700 block of 
Hughes Road in the Pearland city limits.
 The former Thompson campus suffered exten-
sive damage during Hurricane Harvey.
 Following the historic storm, Thompson stu-
dents were temporarily housed at Beverly Hills In-
termediate for fi ve months, while school offi cials 
and an independent committee studied the issue.

Free PISD meals
 In another fi rst this year, free breakfast and lunch 
will be provided for all Pasadena ISD students.
 Further, Pasadena ISD parents will not be re-
quired to fi ll out “free and reduced” lunch applica-
tions this year.
 The free meals are part of a program sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food and 
Nutrition Service.
 The Community Eligibility Provision program 
provides meals at no cost to eligible school dis-
tricts. Economically disadvantaged school districts 
must apply and be accepted into the program. PISD 
offi cials said the measure will do away with the 
stigma associated with free and reduced lunches.
 Meals will be free to all students beginning on 

Continued on Page 4

return the following day on Tuesday, Aug. 22.
New Thompson campus

 This year will mark the opening of the new 
Thompson Intermediate campus in Pearland.
 Located on a 21-acre plot of land on Hughes 
Road near South Belt Elementary, the new 
178,000-square-foot campus was approved by vot-
ers in 2017 as part of a $135 million bond referen-
dum. Pasadena ISD offi cially broke ground on the 
new campus at a ceremony held at the school site 
Thursday, Oct. 28, 2001. Construction of the new 
school, however, was already underway prior to the 
ceremonial groundbreaking.
 Drymalla Construction Company was award-

Swimming pools close for summer
   While the heat index may suggest otherwise, 
summer is coming to an end, and several local 
swimming pools are closing for the season. Once 
school begins, all area pools will be closed on 
weekdays.
 The Ashley Pointe and Highland Meadow 
pools will close after Labor Day. Ashley Pointe’s 
holiday pool hours are from noon to 8 p.m., while 
Highland Meadow’s hours are from 3 to 8 p.m.

 The Clear Brook Meadows and Riverstone 
Ranch pools will remain open two weekends 
past Labor Day, closing Sunday, Sept. 17. Pool 
hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 The Sageglen pool will remain open week-
ends through the month of September, closing 
for the season Sunday, Sept. 24. Pool hours are 
from noon to 9 p.m. on Saturdays and from 1 to 
9 p.m. on Sundays. 

Naked man at center of SWAT standoff

Driver killed in high-speed crash
 A man was killed in a crash around 3:20 a.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 3, in the 12200 block of the Gulf 
Freeway near Almeda Genoa/South Shaver.
 The identity of the deceased male, believed to 
be 30, was pending notifi cation to family mem-
ber by the Harris County Institute of Forensic 
Sciences at press time.
 According to Houston Police Department of-
fi cials, a silver Buick LaCrosse was traveling on 
the Gulf Freeway service road at a high rate of 

speed when the driver lost control and struck a 
utility pole in front of a shopping center at the 
above address. The impact caused the Lacrosse 
to wrap around the pole.
 Paramedics pronounced the driver dead at the 
scene.
 No other persons or vehicles were involved in 
this crash.
 The investigation was continuing at press 
time.

Meeting to address inheritance properties
Topics to include alternatives such as AirBnBs, rentals

 The City of Houston Department of Neigh-
borhoods, along with GEJ Properties, Communi-
ty Collective for Houston and the Houston Black 
Real Estate Association will present its Don’t 
Sell It, Build Wealth With It series Saturday, 
Aug. 26, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Community 
Collective (formerly the Power Center), located 
at 12401 Post Oak Road. 
 This program will educate the community 
about alternatives to selling inheritance proper-
ties. The presenters will discuss how to protect 
generational wealth and after the presentations, 
attendees will also be able to meet with a real 
estate agent to talk specifi cally about their prop-

erty.
 Workshop topics include the following:
 – How to convert inheritance property into an 
AirBnB.
 – How to become landlord with the Houston 
Housing Authority.
 – Options in lieu of selling family properties 
(renovation and renovation capital, land leases 
for signage, cell tower, parking, short-term rent-
als, donation, etc.).
 – Legal protections to keep family property in 
the family, navigating title concerns and deed op-
tions.
 To register, visit bit.ly/45at90o.

Pct. 2 deputies target takeovers

On Sunday Aug. 6, Precinct 2 deputies conducted an operation to prohibit parking lot and street 
“takeovers” in the area around Fuqua and the Gulf Freeway. Offi cials said the takeovers occur 
most frequently at the Fishing Tackle Unlimited parking lot. During this operation, deputies 
performed 32 traffi c stops, issuing numerous citations for traffi c violations and towing several 
vehicles for not being legal to operate on a public roadway.

 A SWAT standoff involving a naked man took 
place early Tuesday, Aug. 8, at the Mustang Inn 
on Beltway 8 at the Gulf Freeway,
 According to Houston Police Department of-
fi cials, offi cers were called to the motel just after 
2 a.m. about a weapons disturbance after a naked 
man was reportedly walking from room to room 
with a pistol and either a large knife or a machete.
 When responding offi cers attempted to make 
contact with the suspect, he produced what 
looked like a pistol, prompting the offi cer to call 
for SWAT support.
 When the SWAT team arrived, the man bar-
ricaded himself inside a room with a mattress 
against the window.
 At one point during the standoff, the SWAT 
team attempted to send in a robotic dog named 
SPOT and the naked suspect came out of the 
room, grabbed the robot and took it inside.
 The standoff came to an end around 8:45 a.m. 

when the suspect came out of the room a second 
time, this time clothed and obeying police com-
mands.
 The suspect, who had reportedly been up all 
night smoking methamphetamine, was appre-
hended without incident. He has been charged 
with three counts of aggravated assault with a 
pistol, with additional charges pending. HPD of-
fi cials said the suspect had previous run-ins with 
the department’s Mental Health Division.
 This marked the second SWAT standoff at the 
Mustang Inn in just one month, as a previous in-
cident took place at the motel on Friday, July 7.
 In that incident, a man barricaded himself in a 
room after stabbing a female victim. Justin Lee 
Riojas, 34, was arrested after a two-hour standoff 
when SWAT offi cers entered his room by force. 
He was subsequently charged with  aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon in the 177th State 
District Court.

State sales tax holiday set for Aug. 11-13
 Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar is reminding 
shoppers they can save money on clothes and 
school supplies during the state’s sales tax holi-
day on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 11-13.
 State law exempts sales tax on qualifi ed items 
– such as clothing, footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks – priced below $100, saving shoppers 
about $8 on every $100 they spend. The dates of 
the sales tax holiday and list of tax-exempt items 
are set by the Texas Legislature.
 “As Texans prepare for the back-to-school 
bell, this is the perfect time to take advantage 
of the opportunity to save money on everything 
from blue jeans to ballpoint pens,” Hegar said. 
“As the father of three, I know how these expens-
es can add up.”
 The Comptroller’s offi ce estimates that shop-
pers will save $136 million in state and local 
sales tax during this sales tax holiday.

 Apparel and school supplies that may be pur-
chased tax free are listed on the Comptroller’s 
website at TexasTaxHoliday.org.
 During the annual sales tax holiday, qualify-
ing items can be purchased tax free online or by 
telephone, mail, custom order or any other means 
(including in-store purchases) when either:
 – The item is both delivered to, and paid for by, 
the customer during the exemption period; or, 
  – the customer orders and pays for the item, 
and the seller accepts the order during the ex-
emption period for immediate shipment, even if 
delivery is made after the exemption period ends. 
 Texas’ sales tax holiday weekend has been an 
annual event since 1999.
 For additional information or to see a complete 
list of tax-free items, visit comptroller.texas.gov/
about/media-center/news/20230727-texas-sales-
tax-holiday-is-aug-11-13-1690388658447.
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In My Opinion

Elected offi cials share their words

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Red Cross says get ready
 People in the communities 
are facing another active year 
of hurricanes and the Amer-
ican Red Cross, Texas Gulf 
Coast Region, urges everyone 
to get ready now and consider 
becoming a volunteer to help 
people affected by the growing 
number of disasters.
 “Across the country, we’re 
launching nearly twice as 
many major disaster relief op-
erations as we did a decade 
ago,” said Vanessa Valdez, in-
terim communications direc-
tor, American Red Cross Texas 
Gulf Coast. “Because of this 
jump in the number of large 
disasters to which we respond, 
we need more volunteers so we 
continue providing relief on a 
near-constant basis to make 
sure families are supported 
when they need it most.”
 Red Cross volunteers make 
up 90 percent of their work-
force. They’re providing shel-
ter, comfort, hot meals, health 
services and recovery support 
to families in need. In the last 
10 years, the number of bil-
lion-dollar disasters in the U.S. 
increased 70 percent. And in 
this country, hurricanes ac-
counted for eight of the 10 
most costly weather disasters. 
 The need to help during di-
sasters has never been great-

er. Visit redcross.org/volun-
teer today for information. 
Most-needed positions in-
clude:

Shelter support
 Help at a shelter during a 
large disaster by welcoming 
and registering residents, serv-
ing meals, setting up cots, dis-
tributing blankets and personal 
hygiene kits, and providing in-
formation and other assistance 
to people in need. 

Health services
 Also needed are volun-
teers who can use professional 
skills as a licensed health care 
provider to deliver hands-on 
support, including care and ed-
ucation to people staying at a 
shelter during a large disaster. 
Qualifi ed licenses include RN, 
LPN, LVN, EMT, Paramedic, 
MD, DO, PA, NP and APRN. 

Disaster action team
 While big hurricanes get 
the most news coverage, small-
er disasters, such as home fi res, 
are no less devastating to those 
affected. Join your local Disas-
ter Action Team to help fami-
lies in need by providing food, 
lodging, comfort, recovery as-
sistance and other support.
 Preparation is key. With 
the increasing risk of climate 
disasters, it’s more important 
than ever to follow the three 

 I hope this newsletter fi nds you well as 
we gear up for the start of a new school 
year. With the start of the academic year, 
it's essential to reorient ourselves with traf-
fi c congestion, school zones, speed limits, 
and a lot more walking and biking within our 
communities.
 1. Back to School Safety Starts with 
Routine
Starting off on the right foot is crucial in 
making the transition from summer to 
school. There is a lot of construction right 
now and making sure you have enough 
time for delays in your morning routines is 
key to cut down on morning stress.
 2. Pedestrian/Bicycle  Safety -- Put 
Phones Down
With the increased volume of children walk-
ing to and from school, it's vital that you are 
focused on pedestrian and bicycle safety. 
Please make sure you are vigilant check-
ing your surroundings and stopping at the 
white stop bars located at crosswalks.
 3. School Zones
School zones require heightened atten-
tion and adherence to traffi c laws. We will 

remind you of the importance of obeying 
speed limits, watching for school buses, 
and understanding  crosswalk and signage 
rules.
 4. Community Awareness
Building a strong sense of community is 
crucial in keeping neighborhoods safe and 
secure. If you have never attended a Hous-
ton Police Department Positive Interaction 
Program meeting, our offi ce highly encour-
ages it as monthly crime statistics are pre-
sented along with safety tips directly from 
local HPD Patrol Offi cers.
 HPD Clear Lake Division PIP, Aug. 15 
at 6 P.M. Always the Third Tuesday in the 
Southeast Memorial Hermann Hospital 
CES Classroom, 11800 Astoria Blvd.
 We believe by coming together as a 
community, we can make a signifi cant dif-
ference in ensuring the safety of our chil-
dren and communities. Wishing all of our 
schoolteachers, janitors, and administra-
tors a smooth start to this school year. To-
gether, let's make this school year the saf-
est and most successful one yet!

Dave Martin

Mayor Pro Tem, Dave Martin on back to school

Residents thank
#70 fi refi ghters
The following was given us on behalf of 
Billy Duff, who then died (See related pic-
ture Page 1.) It is from residents in Bev-
erly Hills where Ms. Duff died.
 To: Chief Peña
 We are writing you on behalf of Mrs. 
Billy Duff, to make you aware of the great 
and compassionate work your fi reman of 
station 70 do. 
 We want you to to know how much all 
of the visits that Chief Quintero and Al-
bert means to the 97-year-old widow. 
 Too many times I’m sure all you hear 
is complaints, but the men at station 70 
defi nitely care about our community.
 A special shout out to Rob, who stops 
by on his own time to check on her and 
much gratitude to all the men who work 
station 70. Sincerly, 
 Goerge Wright
 Rhonda Smith
 Debbie Harris
 We love our Firefi ghters

Muecke upset 
over Crenshaw 
 This will not be nice. You know me well 
for trying to help the Freeway Manor/Edge-
brook area, which includes some neighbor-
hood areas. I tell it like it is. I was involved 
with Spencer Road and look at what a great 
road that turned out to be. Then Crenshaw 
back 17 years ago. Public Works had one 
hell of a good engineer that I had a great 
working relationship with, Mr Menendez. 
He was let go under Mayor Parker, guess 
for being too good. We discussed how dan-
gerous Crenshaw was due to the deep 
ditches on both sides. He looked at the list 
and said it is on the list but 17 years down 

the road and he was correct, now 17 years. 
He then told me the plans, doing away with 
the deep ditches, wider roadway and side-
walks.
 This morning I went to pan cake break-
fast at St. Franes Cabrini. One member 
has to travel Crenshaw so asked are they 
fi nished. Well up to a point, road has been 
paved and now sidewalks, BUT THE DEEP 
DITCHES still in place. From the report you 
put out I was afraid the ditches would still 
be there. So did a drive by and he is cor-
rect, road paved and smooth, still very nar-
row and deep ditches and some sidewalks 
to where? Not what Mr Menendez said was 
planned. This road is next to a large school 
so a lot of turning traffi c. Not sure other than 
Ms Haddock had a hand in this change in 
design. This is our tax money, and look 
what we got. Really nothing but a smooth 
paved road. We are very VERY disappoint-
ed.
 Now another note. I have gone to Public 
Works many times about extending Hart-
sook from the barricade to South Shaver, 
this is not a long expensive distance. I was 
just asking for this to be put in the calendar, 
not happening immediately. This extension 
area is what the HCFCD is using as a road 
to haul out dirt onto Shaver. So why not use 
this area. Why not just put in the road ex-
tension. The property is undeveloped and 
available, try being pro active. 
   Drove by this area of South Shaver and 
there is some type road work happening at 
this location where the trucks exit but could 
not determine what for. Come on, with the 
new Milstead school road, churches and 
homes this short extension would be very 
helpful for traffi c fl ow, be proactive. But 
your offi ce said NO WAY??? What puzzles 
me about not putting this extension on the 
calendar is that Crenshaw was on for over 
17 years. This short extension cannot be 
placed???? Jim Muecke

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, Aug. 10, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Thursday, Aug. 10, 4 – 5 p.m. Family storytime. Registration required.
 Monday, Aug. 14, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for 
research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents 
with a library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s 
What’s Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a 
link for a temporary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Re-
sources for Kids accesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library 
Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual program is Craft.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 
24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-au-
diobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. 
Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for 
holds and check-out. HPL has a  collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog 
for previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on download-
ing the e-book or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. The library will follow state and county guidelines for 
mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Aug. 10, 10 – 11:30 a.m. Conversation club.
 Thursday, Aug. 10, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Saturday, Aug. 12, 2 – 3 p.m. Young at Heart bookclub.
 Monday, Aug. 14, all day. Tween and teen Sticky note art show.
 Monday, Aug. 14, 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Family story time.
 Monday, Aug. 14, noon – 1 p.m. Adult computer class: Microsoft word.
 Tuesday, Aug. 15, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Tuesday, Aug. 15, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. D&D.
 Tuesday, Aug. 15, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Magic: The gathering.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://
www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

The Voice of Community-Minded People

11555 Beamer            281-481-5656
E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners
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steps below to help keep ones 
family safe. Plus, download 
the free Red Cross First Aid 
app so you’ll know what to do 
if emergency help is delayed 
and the free Emergency app for 
weather alerts, open Red Cross 
shelter locations and more 
safety tips. Choose whether 
you want to view the content 
in English or Spanish with an 
easy-to-fi nd language selec-
tor. Find these and Red Cross 
apps in smartphone app stores 
by searching for the American 
Red Cross or going to redcross.
org/apps.
 – Build an emergency kit 
with bottled water, nonperish-
able food, fl ashlight and bat-
tery-powered radio. Include 
medications, important papers, 
phone chargers and emergency 
contact information.
 – Make evacuation plan 
with what to do in case one is 
separated from family during 
an emergency and if one has 
to evacuate. Make sure to co-
ordinate with child’s school, 
one’s work and community’s 
emergency plans — and don’t 
forget pets. Know how to stay 
informed by fi nding out how 
local offi cials will contact one 
during a disaster and how to 
get important information, 
such as evacuation orders.

Garza helps Pct. 2 constables beat the heat

Shown, left to right, are constables Lancaster, Rivas, Torres and Jones with Skyler Garza 
(center), age 8. Garza showed her appreciation for the men and women who risk their 
lives every day to keep citizens safe by treating them to her freshly squeezed lemonade to 
help beat the heat. The constables praised her for the lemonade and left a lasting impres-
sion on her. South Belt resident Daniel Garza, Skyler’s grandfather, thanks Jerry Garcia 
for hiring these men and women to protect the community.

 Houston police are inves-
tigating the fatal stabbing of 
a woman found at 6815 Air-
port Blvd. about 3:10 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 7.
 The identity of the victim, 
50, is pending verifi cation by 
the Harris County Institute of 
Forensic Sciences.

 According to HPD Ho-
micide Division detectives 
Lunceford and Davis, HPD 
patrol offi cers responded to a 
residence at the above address 
and found the victim suffering 
multiple stab wounds. Hous-
ton Fire Department paramed-
ics pronounced her deceased 

at the scene.
 At this time the investiga-
tion remains on-going.
 Anyone with information 
in this case is urged to con-
tact the HPD Homicide Divi-
sion at 713-308-3600 or speak 
anonymously to Crime Stop-
pers at 713-222-TIPS.  

HPD investigate airport stabbing

Dobie Varsity cheerleaders ready for 2023-2024 school year

row) Makayla Johnson, Audrey Paredes, Mandilynn Riley, Kim Tovar, Brianna Pedra-
za, Zoe Espinosa, Bella Rivera,  (back row) Ashlyn Otero, Adrianna Avila, Jalissa Irvin, 
Chase Rdobinson, Evangeline Adams, Amirah Carraway and Alyssa Allen.
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 Two polls of likely City voters have now 
confi rmed that the election for Houston’s 
next mayor has become a two-person race 
between State Senator John Whitmire and 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee. All 
other candidates are polling in the low single 
digits. In the most recent poll, conducted by 
the University of Houston’s Hobby, Whitmire 
edged Lee in the fi rst round with 34%-32%, 
with 22% undecided and all other candidates 
getting a combined 12%. No other candidate 
received more than 3%. 
 In a hypothetical runoff between Whitmire 
and Lee, Whitmire got 51% to 33% for Lee. 
Between them in a runoff, 12% was undecid-
ed with 3% indicating they would not vote. In 
the hypothetical runoff, about half of the previ-
ously undecideds and almost all of those vot-
ing for another candidate broke for Whitmire. 
In contrast, Lee was only able to marginally 
expand her vote from the general election.
 This is largely explained by the fact that 
a whopping 44% of Houstonians said they 
would never vote for Lee.1 That percentage 
for all other candidates was in the mid-teens. 
Whitmire was the least objectionable candi-
date with only 13% saying they would never 
vote for him.
 Lee’s high unfavorable rating was con-
fi rmed by another poll, conducted for the 
Houston Regional Business Coalition by 
Chris Perkins, one of the state’s top pollsters.  
It showed that 30% of likely voters had a very 
unfavorable opinion of Lee and another 8% 
had a somewhat unfavorable opinion. Whit-
mire had only a 7% very unfavorable opinion 
and another 5% somewhat unfavorable opin-
ion. That poll, which was conducted earlier 
this year, found that Whitmire and Lee will 
dominate the fi rst round but with more unde-
cideds. It also showed Whitmire with a sub-
stantial lead over Lee in a runoff at 45%-33%.
 These polls generally confi rm what I have 
found regarding the electorate that has his-
torically decided the out-
come of Houston mayoral 
elections. There are three 
dominant groups – whites 
that lean Republican, whites 
that lean Democratic and 
African-Americans. These 
groups are roughly the same 
size and will make up near-
ly 80% or more of the vote. 
While Latinos are the largest 
ethnic group in the City, they 
still make up a much smaller 
portion of the voters in City 
elections. The UH poll has 
them at 18%. I am skepti-
cal it will be that high. Asian 
Americans and others will 
make up about 5-10%. 
 The partisan breakdown 
in the City leans strong-
ly Democratic. The UH poll 
showed that 50% of City vot-
ers identifi ed as a Democrat 
with 34% Republican and 
16% unaffi liated. The Perkins 
poll had the partisan break-
down at 42%-23%-32%. I am 
inclined to think that the Per-
kins poll is probably closer to 
what the actual breakdown 
will be. But these break-
downs do not refl ect the true 
damage that has been done 
to the Republican brand 
among City voters. In the 
Perkins polls, Donald Trump 
had a 65% unfavorable rat-
ing. That is about 10% above 
the national average for his 
unfavorable rating. Abbott 
has a 56% unfavorable rating 
in Houston, while his unfa-
vorable rating statewide gen-
erally polls in the low 40s.
 This brand damage is 
why it is impossible to elect 
anyone as mayor of Houston 
that is “running as Repub-

lican.” After Lee fi led, several Republicans 
called me to make the argument that they 
could rally the “Republican base” to get in 
the runoff and then win the runoff because of 
Lee’s high unfavorable rating. The scenario is 
delusional. Anyone running as a Republican 
would have to denounce Republican leaders 
like Trump and Abbott to have any chance at 
winning the election, which would turn off the 
Republican base.
 Also, it is important to note that while the 
number of Houstonians which have an un-
favorable view of Lee is unusually high, she 
still has a net positive approval rating of 53%-
38%, which is about the same as the approv-
al rating for Biden within the City and in stark 
contrast to the 28%-65% for Trump. Indeed, 
the most favorable scenario for Lee would 
be for an identifi able Republican to make the 
runoff.
 Houston pundits are fond of saying that 
no one pays attention to the mayoral election 
until after Labor Day and that it is too early to 
make any fi rm predictions. Historically, there 
has been some truth to that conventional 
wisdom. Bill White came out of nowhere in 
2001, and in the summer of 2015 the polls 
were showing that I would have little chance 
of making the runoff.
 But polling on this year’s race shows a 
much starker separation between the two 
front-runners and the rest of the fi eld than any 
I have ever seen. I am always cognizant of the 
immortal words of the great American philos-
opher, Yogi Berra, that “predictions are hard, 
especially about the future.”  Nonetheless, I 
will go out on a limb in this case and predict 
that the name of the person sworn in as may-
or on January 1 will either be Whitmire or Lee.
 Note 1 – It is interesting that the number of 
people who say they would never vote for Lee 
is higher than her unfavorable rating (44% 
vs 38%). That means that some people who 
hold a favorable view of Lee would nonethe-
less do not view her as good mayoral materi-
al.                                    
                                                           Bill King

In My Opinion

Dobie High School’s Varsity cheer team is geared up for the beginning of the 2023-2024 
school year. Varsity cheerleaders shown above are, left to right, (front row) Lexie Mar-
tinez, Jazmyn Martinez, Angelina Sanchez, Izzy Romero, Brissa Marroquín, (middle 

King’s prospective 
on Mayor’s race

3D DISCOVERY KIDS
11590 Hughes Rd. Houston, Tx 77089

Fall 2023 3DDK Private Elementary School 
Now accepting enrollment for the following grade levels:

PreK3, PreK4, Kindergarten (Age 5 by Sept. 1), First grade - Fifth grade
We are a Private Christian-based School that offers an accelerated robust program, 
smaller student ratios, and a personalized enviroment with a homeschool similarity. 

PROGRAM BENEFITS
ABEKA Christian Based Curriculum 

Small classroom group size ratio 10 per grade level maximum
$150 per week tuition includes after-school care PreK3 - Fifth grade

NCI/WFS Tuition Assistance is accepted
24/7 Parent Portal access for academic and school updates

We offer a 10% Sibling, Teacher/Educator, or Military discount
Additional fees not included with tuition: Books, Abeka materials and Uniforms
For additional information please contact our center at 281-484-2376



Thursday, August 10, 2023, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Page 3

houstonmethodist.org/pcg/southeast
713.441.7265

45
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Friendswood

League City

Clear Lake

Convenient, customized care — close to work or home.
Our Houston Methodist primary care doctors provide personalized care for you and your family, including 
physicals, immunizations and preventive health services. 

Many of our practices:
• Provide in-person and virtual visits with online scheduling  
• Offer same-day sick visits
• Are conveniently located close to work or home
• Accept most major insurance plans

PRIMARY 
CARE 
Personalized to You
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Over The Back Fence by Natalie
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The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, REBECCA!
 Birthday wishes are sent to Rebecca 
Lilley, director of physician resources at 
Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, South 
Belt Chamber board member and active com-
munity member, who celebrates a birthday 
Aug. 11, from friends and the Leader staff.

JANNIE CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to former 
Leader staffer Jannie Scarberry who cel-
ebrates a birthday Aug. 13 from her family, 
friends and the Leader staff. She and her hus-
band, Robert, are former longtime South Belt 
residents. The Leader staff is appreciative of 
the many years she devoted to the Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Aug. 10 through Aug. 16.

Atkinson Elementary
 Lini Abraham celebrates a birthday Aug. 
11. Send a birthday greeting to Martha  Reed 
Aug. 12. Aug. 15 is the day to celebrate a 
birthday with Rebecca Garcia.

Burnett Elementary
 Send a happy birthday greeting Aug. 10 to 
Cassandra Moon.

Genoa Elementary

Aug. 14.
FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The South Belt-Ellington Leader sends 
birthday wishes to friends. For those wanting 
a birthday mentioned in this section, email 
mynews@southbeltleader.com with “OTBF: 
Friends Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.
 Thursday, Aug. 10: Alex Limon, Zerick 
Guinn and Keith Black; Friday, Aug. 11: 
Martin Zuber, Felicia Minjares, Jill Hansen, 
Shannon Burke and Sonja Terry; Saturday, 
Aug. 12: Leslie  Rojas, Maricela  Lopez  and 
Mike Millikin; Sunday, Aug. 13: Nicole Foster, 
Carlos Gomez, Shawna Merchant, Anthony 
Dittrich, Erica Sadler, Dinah Palmer and 
Bill Weatherford; Monday, Aug. 14: Roger 
Woest, Connie Alberti, Richard Golenko 
and Pete Ortiz; Tuesday, Aug. 15: Janna 
Hipps and Hector Pombo; and Wednesday, 
Aug. 16: Nicole Love, Brandon Gray, Larry 
Bozka, Cynthia Weaver, Brandon Gray, 
Yvonne Molina and Irl Ellis.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@southbeltlead
er.com with OTBF in the subject line by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

 Give a birthday shoutout Aug. 16 to Jackie 
Moreno.

Moore Elementary
 Send a happy birthday greeting Aug. 11 
to Letty Garcia. Nancy Revils celebrates a 
birthday Aug. 12. Jill Lacamu, Moore princi-
pal, is wished a happy birthday Aug. 13.

South Belt Elementary
 Salma Mezoiu celebrates a happy birthday 
Aug. 10.

Melillo Middle School
 Enjoying a special birthday Aug. 10 is Kayla 
Joos. Aug. 13 is the day for a double-layer 
cake for Patricia Concha and Debra Yocum. 

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Sing a happy birthday song Aug. 10 to 
Kevin Schulba. 

Thompson Intermediate
 Sing a chorus of a birthday song Aug. 10 
to Yvette Giron. On Aug. 11, enjoy a slice of 
birthday cake with Travis Teichelman. On 
Aug. 13, Light the birthday candles for Cliff 
Neel. Happy birthday wishes are sent Aug. 15 
to Daniel Sawyer. Give a birthday shout-out 
Aug. 17 to James MacGregor.

Dobie High
 Aug. 12 is the day for a cake for Chantel 
Dolson. Bryan Due celebrates a birthday 

45 years ago (1978)
 For the second year in a 
row, the Dobie-South Hous-
ton American Legion team 
won the state championship 
in American Legion baseball.
 The State Department of 
Highways and Public Trans-
portation installed traffi c 
signals at three intersections 
connected with Interstate 45 
at South Belt.

40 years ago (1983)
 Due to damage done by 
Hurricane Alicia, area schools 
postponed their opening day.
 Trustees of the Pasade-
na school district adopted a 
$77.96 million budget for the 
1983-84 school year at the 
regular August board meet-
ing.

35 years ago (1988)
 Dobie Associate Principal 
Peggy Walters became the 
fi rst woman ever elected to 
the offi ce of state coordinator 
in the State Principals Associ-
ation.
 Glen White, assistant su-
perintendent of personnel at 
Pasadena Independent School 
District, took on the title of 
personnel director for the city 
of Pasadena.

30 years ago (1993)
 Southbend subdivision’s 
swimming pool was de-
stroyed as dump trucks began 
fi lling in the pool during the 
week.
 South Belt resident Brian 
George, 21, was sentenced 
to life in prison after be-
ing found guilty in the 1990 
stabbing death of Carrie Re-
nee Stovall, 27, in the 11400 
block of Camphorwood. Be-
cause the jury decided George 
may not have intended to kill 
Stovall, the life sentence was 
given.
 The Brio toxic waste site 
gained national attention 
when CBS’s Eye on America 
featured it on Connie Chung’s 
news broadcast. The report 
on environmental contamina-
tion in residential areas fea-
tured Brio for 1.5 minutes of 
a four-minute report. Former 
Southbend residents Nancy 
and Ronnie Weber, who said 
they still owned the home 
they bought for $80,000, were 
featured.

25 years ago (1998)
 The Dobie varsity cheer-
leaders won top honors at the 
UCA Camp held in San Mar-
cos at Southwest Texas State 
University.
 The South Belt 14-year-
old all-star team lost  to Pasa-
dena twice in the South Zone 
fi nals falling just one game 
short of the World Series.

20 years ago (2003)
 The Clear Brook High 
School ninth-grade center 
was deleted from a revised 
bond package proposed by 
the Clear Creek Independent 
School District board of trust-
ees.
 Jessica Carter Swenson 
became the new journalism 
teacher and newspaper and 
yearbook advisor for Dobie 
High School.

15 years ago (2008)
     The U.S. Army’s 75th 
Battle Command Training 
Division hosted an event at 
Ellington Field to dedicate 
the new Joint Forces Reserve 
Center at the base and to 
honor the change of com-
mand for the division. The 
dedication of the new Joint 
Forces Reserve Center was 
attended by several area VIPs 
and politicians, including 
U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey 
Hutchison, who served as the 
event’s keynote speaker.
 NAM Development and 
SFK Development Inc. pur-
chased an additional 135 
acres of land contiguous to 
the acreage already owned 
by them. The property was 
previously part of the South 
Bend subdivision. The fi rms 
planned to develop the tract 

into a mixed-use facility fo-
cused toward active adults, 
55 years of age or older, and 
retirees living in a gated com-
munity of single family hous-
ing. Due to the presence of the 
Brio site in the neighborhood, 
the area was very thoroughly 
tested for both soil and under-
ground water contamination 
and health hazards. Test re-
sults were within the normal 
limits. 
 One man was fatally shot 
and another seriously wound-
ed following a disturbance at 
the Sage Hollow apartment 
complex in the 10700 block 
of Fuqua. Four males were 
arguing outside the complex 
when gunfi re erupted. Andraé 
Prentice Shelton, 28, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
The second victim was trans-
ported to Ben Taub General 
Hospital, where he underwent 
surgery. One of the other two 
men fi red the shots, then fl ed 
with a companion, police 
said. No immediate arrests 
were made.
 A charter bus carrying sev-
eral members of the Vietnam-
ese Martyrs Church on King-
spoint crashed in Sherman, 
killing 17 and injuring dozens 
of others. The 55-passenger 
bus was traveling to Carthage, 

Mo., when the vehicle’s right 
front tire blew out, causing 
the bus to hit a guardrail and 
tip over. According to author-
ities, 12 passengers died at the 
scene, while dozens of others 
were transported to various 
North Texas hospitals, where 
fi ve others later succumbed.

10 years ago (2013)
 The Texas Education 
Agency released its 2012-13 
State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness 
(STAAR) accountability rat-
ings, with both the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
and the Clear Creek 
Independent School District 
earning a “Met Standard” 
designation.
 An armed robbery suspect 
crashed his truck into Morris 
Middle School during a po-
lice chase. The unidentifi ed 
male driver was armed with 
a shotgun and accused of tak-
ing part in two separate “jump 
out” robberies earlier in the 
day. Around 1 p.m., police 
spotted a vehicle matching the 
description of the one used in 
the robberies and attempted 
to pull over the driver. The 
driver refused to stop, and 
a chase ensued. During the 
chase, the suspect lost control 
of his vehicle and smashed 

into the front of the school. 
The suspect was taken into 
custody and faced charges of 
armed robbery and evading 
arrest. No one was working 
at the school during the acci-
dent, and no one was injured 
during the chase or the crash. 
Damage to the school was es-
timated at $30,000.

5 years ago (2018)
 A former deputy from 
the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce, accused of 
fatally shooting a prominent 
Houston doctor the previous 
month, took his own life Fri-
day, Aug. 3, as police were 
closing in on him. Joseph 
Pappas, who served with the 
Precinct 2 department under 
Constable Gary Freeman, 
had been formally charged 
with murder the previous day 
for the July 20 killing of Dr. 
Mark Hausknecht, a well-
known local surgeon and for-
mer cardiologist for President 
George H.W. Bush. Accord-
ing to police, the 65-year-old 
physician was riding his bike 
to work in the Texas Medical 
Center when Pappas – also 
riding a bicycle – passed him, 
turned around and shot him in 
the head and torso. The doc-
tor was rushed to Ben Taub 
Hospital, where he was pro-

nounced dead. Houston po-
lice said Pappas likely carried 
a 20-plus-year grudge against 
the doctor for the death of 
his mother, who had died on 
Hausknecht’s operating ta-
ble in 1997. Other sources 
familiar with the case said 
additional factors may have 
contributed to the shooting.

1 year ago (2022)
 Two teens were accused of 
three local murders in a 12-
hour killing spree that began 
the afternoon of Sunday, July 
31. Evan Scott Redmond, 18, 
and Camren Keith Johnson, 
19, were each charged in the 
murders. 
 The fi rst homicide took 
place around 3 p.m. Sunday 
on Blakely Grove Lane off 
Pearland Parkway. The victim 
was identifi ed as Nathaniel Al-
aniz, 19. Pearland police ini-
tially responded to reports of 
gunshots coming from inside 
a residence, where a man was 
confi rmed dead. Less than 12 
hours later in Houston, the pair 
of suspects allegedly murdered 
two more people near Fuqua 
and Monroe, killing Josh-
ua Perkins, 20, and Charlie 
Castaneda, 22. According to 
Houston Police Department 
offi cials, patrol offi cers re-
sponded to a shooting call at a 

convenience store about 1:35 
a.m. Monday, Aug. 1, in the 
10600 block of Monroe and 
located a male victim inside 
the business. He had suffered 
multiple gunshot wounds. 
Houston Fire Department 
paramedics transported the 
man to an area hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead. De-
tectives learned the victims 
were inside a white Mercedes 
Benz in the parking lot. The 
suspect, Redmond, exited the 
front passenger seat of a black 
Nissan Altima and entered the 
Mercedes. Surveillance video 
evidence indicated at least 
one shot was fi red. One vic-
tim exited the driver’s seat of 
the Mercedes and ran into the 
business. 
 The Nissan fl ed the scene, 
followed by the Mercedes, 
stolen and being driven by 
Redmond. Offi cers locat-
ed the second victim on the 
roadway in the 1000 block of 
Pearland Parkway. 
 It appeared he was thrown 
from the Mercedes. He had 
suffered multiple gunshot 
wounds. Pearland Fire De-
partment paramedics pro-
nounced the man dead at the 
scene. Patrol offi cers later 
observed the stolen Mercedes 
and attempted a traffi c stop. 
 The driver failed to com-
ply and a pursuit ensued. It 
ended when the Mercedes 
rolled over and crashed in 
the 2200 block of Dixie Farm 
Road. 
 Redmond was in the driv-
er’s seat of the stolen vehicle. 
Paramedics transported him 
to an area hospital with minor 
injuries. 
 Redmond admitted to 
his role in the shooting and 
subsequent incidents. HPD 
offi cers later located the Nis-
san Altima at a residence in 
Pearland. Offi cers took John-
son into custody without inci-
dent. 
 He later admitted to being 
the driver of the Nissan. Both 
suspects were charged with 
capital murder.

Freeman helps Estrada out of comfort zone

Badon cares for Tran as if her own
 Carol Tran, Dobie Shining Star, empha-
sizes how distinguished educator Angela 
Badon has impacted her academic career.
 “Ms. Badon never fails to maintain an 
engaging and fun class; in fact, her class 
is one of my favorite classes to go to ev-
ery day. She brings a familial warmth to 
her students and treats her students as if 
we were her children. In my freshman and 
sophomore years, she offered me private 
violin lessons at no charge because she 
was understanding of my family’s fi nan-
cial situation. Even when she was going 
through her own personal struggles, she 
still managed to keep a positive attitude 
at school. I am incredibly grateful for her 
guidance over these past four years.”
 Badon is an orchestra teacher at Dobie; 
Tran holds the leadership position of or-
chestra offi cer. Tran is also a member of 
the Asian Student Association and plans to 
major in environmental science at UT Aus-
tin.
 The South Belt Shining Stars will be 
presented in a series of students being 
honored along with their favorite men-
tor. The Shining Stars represent the Top J. 
Frank Dobie High School students.
 The information and photos were sub-
mitted by the Pasadena Independent 
School District.
 The Leader is also running Shining 
Stars from South Houston, Pasadena Me-
morial and Kirk Lewis Technical high 
schools.

 Distinguished scholar Brandon Bui chose C. Bax-
ter Swindle, Pasadena Memorial AP environmental 
science teacher, to be his distinguished educator. 
 He relates, “I chose Mrs. Baxter-Swindle as my 
distinguished educator because she is an astound-
ing teacher who cares and understands her students. 
She has been infl uential in my life because not only 
does she teach her curriculum effi ciently to make sure 

Bui appreciates Baxter-Swindle’s example
her students are successful, she is also very compas-
sionate, humorous, understanding, warm-hearted, 
thoughtful, and cares truly for all her students. Fur-
thermore, Mrs. Baxter has greatly impacted my se-
nior year. She has taught me to put my well-being 
and mental health fi rst and has given helpful advice 
for challenges I have faced this year. I am going to 
miss our morning conversations we have at the begin-

ning of third period and the jokes we make 
during class. I will forever be grateful for 
having the pleasure of having Mrs. Baxter 
as an educator. Thank you, Mrs. Baxter, for 
being a phenomenal teacher and one of my 
best and favorite teachers!”
 Bui plans to major in business at UT- Aus-
tin, and has been involved in volunteer work 
within Asbury United Methodist Church, 
student council, National Honor Society, as 
well as Pasadena Memorial’s golf and or-
chestra events. In addition, he is involved in 
the American Legion Texas Boys State.
 He holds the position of class offi cer his-
torian, student council historian, superin-
tendent student advisory committee senior 
representative and is a member of DECA.
 The South Belt Shining Stars will be pre-
sented in a series of students being hon-
ored along with their favorite mentor. The 
Shining Stars represent the Top Pasadena 
Memorial students. The information and 
photos were submitted by the Pasadena In-
dependent School District.
 The Leader is also running Shining Stars 
from South Houston, CTHS and J. Frank 
Dobie high schools.

Oseguera moves Carrillo to enjoy learning
 South Houston Shining Star Daniel Car-
rillo is a member of the National Honor 
Society and engaged the UIL Computer 
Science Competition. He plans to major in 
mechanical engineering at the University 
of Houston following his graduation. 
 Chosen as his distinguished educator is 
SoHo computer science teacher, Michael 
Oseguera. Carrillo says of Oseguera’s in-
fl uence, “Over time, my interest in school 
diminished slowly, always seeming like 
a chore rather than the next step in life. 
However, through talking with Mr. Oseg-
uera, I came to realize the reason why. 
Classes had lost their meaning without 
the curiosity I once had, such that class 
would bore me more than anything. For 
me to care, it needed to be something I 
found fascinating. Through his help and 
supportive guidance, I understood those 
interests and revitalized my desire to 
keep learning, even past my laziness.”
 The South Belt Shining Stars will be 
presented in a series of students being 
honored along with their favorite men-
tor. The Shining Stars represent the Top 
South Houston High School students. The 
information and photos were submitted 
by the Pasadena Independent School Dis-
trict.
 The Leader is also running Shining 
Stars from Pasadena Memorial High 
School, CTHS and J. Frank Dobie high 
schools.

 Shining Star Julissa Estrada, BPA vice 
president and member of the National 
Honor Society, plans to attend college to 
become a psychologist.
 She credits distinguished educator 
Matthew Freeman, CTHS business in-
formation management, accounting, en-
trepreneurship and business practicum 
teacher with positively impacting her ac-
ademic life.
 She says, “Once Freeman took over 
our pathway, not only did I fi nd interest 
in the fi eld, I stepped out of my comfort 
zone and became open to a variety of ca-
reer options. Mr. Freeman will never fail 
to try his best for each student and our 
pathway as a whole.
 “It is evident that he cares for us and 
will do what he can to deliver a fun and 
memorable high school experience. Be-
ing his student has been an honor, which I 
hope many upcoming students can appre-
ciate in the future.”
 The South Belt Shining Stars will be 
presented in a series of students being 
honored along with their favorite mentor.
 The Shining Stars represent the Top 
Lewis Career & Technical High School 
students.
 The information and photos were sub-
mitted by the Pasadena Independent 
School District.
 The Leader is also running Shining 
Stars from South Houston, Pasadena Me-
morial and J. Frank Dobie high schools.

Continued from Page 1 
the very fi rst day of school.
 For more information on 
the program, visit www.fns.
usda.gov/cn/community-eli
gibility-provision.

Start times
 In Pasadena ISD, elementa-
ry students will attend school 
from 7:45 a.m. to 3:05 p.m.; 
middle school students will at-
tend school from 8:40 a.m. to 
4 p.m.; intermediate students 
will attend school from 8:10 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; and high 
school students will attend 
school from 7:15 a.m. to 2:35 
p.m.  Students are tardy if they 
are not in class by the offi cial 
start time. To prevent tardi-
ness or disruption to the class-
rooms, students should arrive 
15-30 minutes earlier than the 
start time. 
 During that time they may 
eat breakfast, visit with friends 
and arrive at the classroom on 
time to put away supplies and 
prepare for the school day.
 For additional Pasadena 
ISD back-to-school infor-
mation, visit www1.pasade
naisd.org/parents-_students/
back_to_school.

Clear Creek ISD
  This will mark the fi rst full 
school year with Dr. Karen En-
gle in the position of CCISD 
superintendent.
 A longtime Clear Creek 
ISD leader Engle had been 
named the lone fi nalist for the 
position in November 2022.
 Before retiring from the 

Internship successful
Continued from Page 1
 Hire Houston Youth en-
sures that Houston’s youth 
and young adults have alter-
native ways to spend their 
idle time and an opportu-
nity to receive training and 
acquire skills needed for 
a successful path to high-
er education and future ca-
reers.
 “Houston’s future is not 
only connected to the suc-
cess of our local youth, but 
it is dependent on it,” said 
Human Resources Director 
Jane Cheeks. “Our youth 
deserve employment oppor-
tunities that connect them to 
the local workforce, allow-
ing them to make informed 
choices about their future 
career path and contribute 
to Houston’s economy.”
 These opportunities 
would not have been pos-
sible without the City of 
Houston’s corporate part-
ners, community leaders, 
corporations and philan-
thropic entities. 
 The Class of 2023 interns 
are the last class of interns 
under Turner’s administra-
tion.
 “When I launched Hire 
Houston Youth in 2016 
through my Offi ce of Edu-
cation and Youth Engage-
ment, it was with the goal in 
mind that we would connect 
youth to local jobs where 
they are empowered with 
an “earn and learn” oppor-
tunity in Houston’s dynamic 
economy,” said Turner. 
 “Looking at all of you 
is looking at a promise ful-
fi lled. A promise to empow-
er our youth through edu-
cational and employment 
opportunities.”
 The Mayor’s Offi ce of 
Education and Youth En-
gagement worked to register 
more than 600 employers to 
participate in the program, 

businesses that refl ect cur-
rent workforce trends and 
are diverse in nature. 
 Hire Houston Youth 
launched in 2016 with 450 
City of Houston jobs and 
internships, but thanks to 
some of the key employ-
ers, such as Southwest, 
The University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter, Calpine, Amegy Bank, 
HP Inc., United Airlines, 
JP Morgan Chase, Houston 
Texans, Kroger, Randall’s, 
TxDOT, Local Owners/Op-
erators of McDonalds, and 
Metro, Hire Houston Youth 
increased its reach from 450 
youth to more than 20,000 
in 2023.
 This year, supported by 
the technical and fi nancial 
assistance provided by the 
National League of Cities, 
the program has offered the 
greatest number of sum-
mer internships in some of 
the key industries of Hous-
ton, such as engineering, 
IT/technology, fi nance and 
more. “
 Boosting disconnect-
ed youth and young adults’ 
interaction and experience 
with STEM careers will in-
crease their awareness of 
the career opportunities that 
these fi elds can offer,” said 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Educa-
tion and Youth Engagement 
Director Olivera Jankovska.
 Although the summer 
is ending, it is not too late 
for youth to get involved. 
The Hire Houston Youth 
website still boasts thou-
sands of internships and 
job opportunities that are 
available year-round. If 
one is an employer inter-
ested in joining Hire Hous-
ton Youth, visit hirehouston
youth.org/employers/, and if 
one is a youth or young adult 
wanting to register, visit hire
houstonyouth.org/youth.

CCISD as an administrator in 
2021, Engle served as an as-
sistant principal, elementary 
and high school principal and 
as an assistant superintendent 
of secondary education for the 
school district.
 Engle was also a CCISD 
student, attending Clear Lake 
City Elementary and Webster 
Intermediate before graduating 
from Clear Lake High School.
 Engle had been serving as 
the school district’s interim su-
perintendent of schools since 
the previous summer when 
then-superintendent Dr. Eric 
Williams prematurely resigned 
from the position.
 Williams announced 
his early resignation at a 
closed-session board meeting 
Monday, July 11.
 The hiring of Williams last 
year drew the heat of many 
conservative parents in the 
district, who accused the su-
perintendent of indoctrinating 
students with “critical race the-
ory” at his previous position in 
Virginia.
 While critical race theory 
was not in CCISD’s curricu-
lum, several parents took issue 
with the district’s Character 
Strong initiative, which was 
designed to teach children so-
cial and emotional learning.
 The CCISD board unan-
imously accepted Williams’ 
resignation, effective Jan. 31, 
2023. Williams was required to 
train his replacement following 
a brief leave of absence.

Students return . . .

JFD 40-year reunion 
 The JFD Class of 1983 will hold a 40 year reunion Sept. 
15-17.Contact jfdclassof1983@gmail.com, if not on the 
Facebook reunion page.

11590 HUGHES RD. HOUSTON, TX 77089
Full-Time Teacher Aide: Schedule Mon - Fri 7 am - 4 pm

Pay range $15 - $20/hr depending on experience and education
Required Experience: 
 Associates or Bachelor’s degree preferred in education or related field
 Bilingual preferred but not required
 2 yrs. previous experience teaching in school environment
 Passionate about working with children and team members
 Professional, positive and patient demeanor 
 Utilize the Abeka curriculum & enrichment resources
 Evaluate student progress, abilities, strengths & areas of opportunity
*Only qualified, serious candidates will be considered.
To apply: Submit resume and credentials to dkdchildcare@gmail.com.

3D DISCOVERY KIDS PRIVATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 8/28/23.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

SBGSA hosts fall sign-up
 The South Belt Girls Softball Association is con-
tinuing online registration for its fall season at www.
southbeltsoftball.com as players in the 6-under 
through 14-under divisions are welcome to play with 
no residency restrictions for the fall season.
 The fall ball registration will run through Aug. 20 
and is $75 for all players. Games will begin in Sep-
tember and will be played at the league’s facility at El 
Franco Park as well as neighboring facilities within a 
30-minute commute. 
 For additional information about the season, in-
cluding coaching and volunteer opportunities, direct 
email to southbeltgirlssoftball@live.com.

SBYSC has online registration
 The South Belt Youth Soccer Club is hosting fall 
registration now through August 15 at regular regis-
tration rates as league officials prepare for play, with 
practices set to get started this month.
 Youths in the under-4 through under-8 age di-
visions will pay $125; those in the under-9 and 
under-10 age divisions will pay $145; those in the 
under-11 and under-12 age divisions will pay $165 
and the under-13 through under-19 divisions will pay 
$185.  
 All registration fees include a uniform consisting 
of a team shirt, shorts and socks. Parents are required 
to provide shin guards, soccer cleats and soccer ball.  
 The league is seeking volunteer coaches, assistant 
coaches and team parents, particularly for the U4-
U8 age groups. Fees may be paid by credit and debit 
cards only at www.southbeltsoccer.org.

Thompson FB equipment pickup
 The Thompson Intermediate football staff has 
a remaining day for incoming seventh- and eighth-
grade players to pick up their equipment prior to the 
start of preseason workouts.
 Athletes are required to first have a completed and 
up-to-date physical on file with the school and have 
their Rank One online forms completed. Athletes 
must also have their required shots updated.
 The equipment pickup date is Aug. 11, from 1 to 3 
p.m. on campus.
 The Lions will begin preseason workouts the first 
day of school, which is Aug. 14.

Beverly Hills athletics news
 The Beverly Hills Bears’ football equipment pick-
up dates are Aug. 10 (3:30 to 4:15 p.m.) and Aug. 11 
(3:30 to 4:30 p.m.) on campus. 
 Beverly Hills’ first football practice is Aug. 14, 
the first official day of school, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
Athletes are required to first have a completed and 
up-to-date physical on file with the school and have 
their Rank One online forms completed.

BHI community day is Aug. 26
 The Beverly Hills Intermediate athletic department 
will host a community day featuring the football and 
volleyball programs Aug. 26 on the school campus 
from 9 a.m. to noon. There will be food, games and 
fun for the entire family as the Bears celebrate the 
start of the fall season.

PISD, CCISD online tickets
 Local high school sports fans will again head on-
line during the 2023-2024 school year to purchase 
tickets for their favorite teams and events. In con-
tinuing with the online access to which most school 
districts across the state now  turn to, PISD athletic 
officials will have weekly individual event tickets 
available at www.pasadenaisd.org/athletics. 
 Cash is not accepted at districtwide events, with 
parents and other attendees instead purchasing tickets 
online. For the 2023 varsity football season at Veter-
ans Memorial Stadium in Pasadena, adult tickets are 
$7 each. Pasadena ISD athletic director Rupert Jaso 
said the district’s Friday night varsity football games 
will again be streamed free of charge, also at www.
pasa denaisd.org/athletics. 
 Those looking to attend Clear Creek ISD events 
will also be required to buy tickets online via ccisd.
net/athletics. For varsity football games at Challeng-
er Stadium in Webster and Veterans Memorial Stadi-
um in League City, presale ticket costs are $7 each 
for adults and $5 for students four years and older. 
Ages 3 and under get in free. Game day tickets are $9 
each.
 Visit www.ccisd.net/athletics and visit ticket in-
formation in order to purchase event tickets on a 
weekly basis.
 As for streaming availability, Clear Creek ISD is 
partnering with the for-pay site at NFHS Network.  
 Both monthly and annual subscription rates are 
available at NFHSnet work.com.

Lajaunie tennis shifts to Dec. 2
 The Darren Lajaunie Scholarship Fund Tennis Tour-
nament continues its 12th year celebration with the sec-
ond of three doubles jamboree mixer events as organiz-
ers continue to raise funds for youth tennis scholarships.
 With the sponsorship efforts underway for 2024, var-
ious sponsorship levels remain available to individuals 
or businesses at DLTTennisScholarships.com, where 
the “Be A Sponsor” tab may then be selected. 
 The scholarship fund is named in honor of Lajaunie, 
a Dobie High School graduate and lifelong tennis en-
thusiast who died in 2011 after a lengthy cancer battle.
 The remaining jamboree series events will be held 
at the Harry Taylor Tennis Center in Pasadena, with 
as many as 60 players (30 doubles teams) competing 
during the final Dec. 2 event. 
 Individual players who would like to register without 
a predetermined playing partner will be paired with an-
other player prior to the event.
 Players/teams earn points for performance during 
each jamboree segment. Players may register for play at 
DLTTennisScholarships.com.

Astros option Julks to AAA
 Following a solid start to his debut season with the 
Houston Astros, Clear Brook High School graduate Co-
rey Julks has been optioned to Class AAA Sugar Land 
amid a lengthy hitless streak with the MLB club.
 An eighth-round draft choice of the Astros in 2017 
out of the University of Houston, Julks made his way 
onto the big league roster following a strong showing in 
spring training and at one point was hitting better than 
.280 before his hitless streak began. 
 In a corresponding move, the Astros promoted Jona-
than Singleton to Houston, and he traveled to Baltimore 
for the start of a three-game set there.
 With the Astros, Julks hit .245 with six home runs 
and 32 runs driven in over 286 at bats. He stole 15 bags 
and had an OPS of .652.

The Dobie cross-country program will open its 
2023 season Aug. 11 at the Clear Lake High School 
pairs competition, a relay event designed to com-
bine a bit of fun along with competition to start 
things. The Longhorn girls’ program, coming off 
three straight District 22-6A titles, will need to re-
load this season but can expect big things from ju-

nior Lauren Garza (left) and Kyla Lobo (above), 
a senior. Lobo finished second in the district a 
season ago and was 43rd at regionals, while Gar-
za was fourth at district and wound up 93rd at 
regionals.  Dobie boys’ head coach Stephen Cross 
lists Chris Lopez, Damian Rosas, Francisco Dunn 
and Johan Villavienco as his key returnees.

Dobie cross-country to pair up at Clear Lake

Cowboys at Brazosport
Aug. 12, at Freeport Intermediate

BAFL Game Start Times
Pee wee – 8:30 a.m.; Seniors – 9 a.m.; 

Juniors – 11 a.m.; Sophomores – 1 
p.m.; Freshmen – 3 p.m.

 The Dickinson High 
School volleyball program 
will host its 32-team Gator 
Invitational Aug. 17 and 
Aug. 19 as the varsity sea-
son closes out week two 
of nondistrict and tourna-
ment play.
  Dobie is in the Blue 
bracket for Aug. 17 along 
with Alief Elsik, Alvin, 
Barbers Hill, Brazoswood, 
La Porte, Morton Ranch, 
and Sweeney.
 The Longhorns will 
take on La Porte at 11 
a.m., and will then go 
against either Brazoswood 
or Elsik at 1 p.m. The 
bracket finales are later in 
the day as each team will 
play three best-of-three 
matches.
 Clear Brook will face 
Houston Lamar in a first-

round match at 8 a.m. in 
the White bracket, which 
also includes Baytown 
Lee, Channelview, Foster, 
Goose Creek Memorial, 
Pearland and Santa Fe.
 The Wolverines will 
then face either Chan-
nelview or Foster in a sec-
cond-round match at 11 
a.m.
 The tournament’s 
Black bracket includes 
Alief Hastings, Angleton, 

Brazosport, Clear Lake, 
Elkins, Hastings, Man-
vel, Needville and Second 
Baptist, while the Red 
bracket features Baytown 
Sterling, event host Dick-
inson, Hightower, Katy 
Paetow, North Shore, Sam 
Rayburn, Shadow Creek 
and  Stafford.
 Fast forward to Aug. 19 
as trophy day will feature 
bronze, silver and gold 
bracket action. 

BAFL Cowboys kick off at Brazosport

Dickinson Gator Invitational
Aug. 17 and Aug. 19

Aug. 17 Bracket Play
Brook vs. Houston Lamar, 8 a.m.

Dobie vs. La Porte, 11 a.m.

Dobie, Clear Brook volleyball
to take on Gators’ field Aug. 17

Veteran leadership sparks JFD football
 Familiarity with the 
coaching staff. A full off-
season, spring practice 
sessions and summer 
work done. Veteran lead-
ership at several position 
groups, and lights on 
the primary on-campus 
practice and game field.
 Pick any of the rea-
sons, and there was plen-
ty to be excited about as 
the Dobie upperclass-
men began preseason 
workouts Aug. 7 with 
an eye toward the regu-
lar season opener Aug. 

25 at Clear Brook. “We’re 
very excited to get out on 
the field and get going for 
2023,” said Dobie var-
sity football head coach 
Demond Stafford said as 
he enters year two as the 
Longhorns’ leader. 
 “The first objective is 
to get everybody in and 
get the group together as a 
whole, and from there, we 
feel like we have a good 
headstart to this season, as 
opposed to 2022. 
 “We have some key 
leadership back at a num-

ber of position groups, the 
coaching staff has been 
in place, the kids have 
bought in completely to 
what we want to do here 
at J. Frank Dobie, and we 
are very excited about the 
possibilities.”
 Dobie’s freshmen be-
gan preseason practices 
July 31 and have already 
scrimmaged against Ridge 
Point. 
 The entire program 
will scrimmage against La 
Porte Aug. 17 at Veterans 
Stadium in Pasadena be-

fore the Longhorns open 
the regular season Aug. 
25 against the Wolver-
ines at Veterans Memo-
rial Stadium in League 
City. 
 “We feel like year two 
has a much different feel 
for a variety of reasons,” 
Stafford said. “Nobody 
is making excuses, but 
we lost 40 seniors after 
the 2021 season. I came 
in April 11, and we had 
two weeks to prepare for 
spring practice. I had to

Continued on Page 6

 The Sagemont Cow-
boys and Cowgirls are 
ready to kick off the 2023 
Bay Area Football League 
season Sat., Aug. 12, with 
a trip to Freeport to face 
the Brazosport Longhorns.
 With nearly 150 total 
players in uniform, the 
Cowboys will go against 
the Longhorns in open-
ing-week play. The Cow-
girls’ cheerleaders, drill 
team members and mas-
cots will also perform rou-
tines during game breaks 
and halftimes of games.
 Along with the Cow-
boys, BAFL includes the 
Alvin Raiders, Angle-
ton Wildcats, Bay Area 
Buccaneers, Brazosport 
Longhorns, East End 
Eagles, Hitchcock Red 
Raiders, La Porte Tex-
ans, League City 49ers, 
Magnolia Park Sharks, 
Manvel Texans, Pasadena 
Panthers, Pearland Patri-
ots, Pearland Texans and 
Southeast Houston Wild-
cats. 
 The Cowboys’ con-
tingent will also be on 

the road Aug. 19 at the 
Alvin Raiders, who play 

their home games at 3215 
Highway 35 in Alvin.

Dobie senior offensive lineman Evan Jordan (74) 
returns for a third season to anchor the Longhorns 
up front as the locals continue preseason workouts 
in anticipation of the 2023 campaign. The Long-

horns will scrimmage La Porte Aug. 17 at Veterans 
Stadium in Pasadena, then head to League City for 
the regular season opener versus Clear Brook at 
Veterans Memorial Stadium.

JFD grads
lift USA
in Japan

At right, Dobie High 
School graduates Tay-
lor Pleasants (left) and 
Chris Malveaux par-
ticipated in the U.S. 
Women’s National 
Team’s Japan All-Star 
Series, with Pleasants 
a roster member and 
Malveaux an assistant 
coach. Japan won the 
series final 1-0 and 
thus captured two of 
the three games. Pleas-
ants is set to continue 
her storied career at 
Louisiana State Uni-
versity next spring 
while Malveaux is an 
assistant coach at the 
University of Tennes-
see. 

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Self Defense Classes

Transportation from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, 
and some Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
For More Info
Check Out Our
Website

Join our martial arts family today!
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Brook hoopster Garcia to play at Tiffin

Clear Brook High School Class of 2023 graduate 
and varsity basketball player Jaiden Garcia (seat-
ed) is set to continue his education and playing 
career at Tiffi n University in Tiffi n, Ohio, where 
he plans to study nursing while competing for the 

Dragons. Those with him at the signing included, 
left to right, (standing) James Harmon (family 
friend), Jaizac Garcia (brother), Jamie Garcia (fa-
ther), Jaicee Garcia (brother) and Minerva Gar-
land (grandmother).

Dobie Football
JV Orange Schedule

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 24 Clear Brook 6 p.m.
Aug. 31 at Grand Oaks 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Dickinson  6 p.m.
Sept. 13 at Hou. Lamar 6 p.m.
Sept. 21 Deer Park 6 p.m.
Sept. 27  at Deer Park 6 p.m.
Oct. 5 Memorial 6 p.m.
Oct. 11 at Channelview  6 p.m.
Oct. 18 Sam Rayburn 6 p.m.
Oct. 26 at S. Houston 6 p.m.

Dobie Football
JV White Schedule

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 24 Clear Brook 4:30 p.m.

Aug. 31 at Grand Oaks 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 7 at Dickinson  4:30 p.m.

Sept. 13 at Hou. Lamar 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 21 Deer Park 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 27  at Deer Park 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 5 Memorial 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 11 at Channelview  4:30 p.m.

Oct. 18 Sam Rayburn 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 26 at S. Houston 4:30 p.m.

Dobie Football
Freshman Orange Schedule

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 24 at Clear Brook 6 p.m.
Aug. 31 Grand Oaks 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 Dickinson  6 p.m.
Sept. 13 Hou. Lamar 6 p.m.
Sept. 21 at Deer Park 6 p.m.
Sept. 27  Pasadena 6 p.m.
Oct. 5 at Memorial 6 p.m.
Oct. 11 Channelview  6 p.m.
Oct. 18 at Sam Rayburn 6 p.m.
Oct. 26 S. Houston 6 p.m.

Dobie Football
Freshman White Schedule

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 24 at Clear Brook 4:30 p.m.

Aug. 31 Grand Oaks 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 7 Dickinson  4:30 p.m.

Sept. 13 Hou. Lamar 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 21 at Deer Park 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 27  Pasadena 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 5 at Memorial 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 11 Channelview  4:30 p.m.

Oct. 18 at Sam Rayburn 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 26 S. Houston 4:30 p.m.

Clear Brook Football
Freshman Red Schedule

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 24 Dobie 6 p.m.

Aug. 31 at Baytown Lee  6 p.m.

Sept. 6 at Pas. Memorial 6 p.m.

Sept. 14 Deer Park 6 p.m.

Sept. 21 at Clear Falls 6 p.m.

Sept. 27  Brazoswood 6 p.m.

Oct. 5 at Clear Lake 6 p.m.

Oct. 12 Clear Creek  6 p.m.

Oct. 26 at Clear Springs 6 p.m.

Nov. 2 at Dickinson 6 p.m.

Clear Brook Football
Freshman Black Schedule

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 24 Dobie 4:30 p.m.

Aug. 31 at Baytown Lee  4:30 p.m.

Sept. 6 at Pas. Memorial 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 14 Deer Park 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 21 at Clear Falls 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 27  Brazoswood 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 5 at Clear Lake 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 12 Clear Creek  4:30 p.m.

Oct. 26 at Clear Springs 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 2 at Dickinson 4:30 p.m.

Clear Brook Football
JV Black Schedule

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 24 at Dobie 6 p.m.
Aug. 31 Baytown Lee 5:30 p.m.

Sept. 6 Pas. Memorial  5:30 p.m.

Sept. 14 at Deer Park 6 p.m.
Sept. 21 Clear Falls  5:30 p.m.

Sept. 27  at Brazoswood 6 p.m.
Oct. 5 Clear Lake 6 p.m.
Oct. 12 at Clear Creek  6 p.m.
Oct. 26 Clear Springs 6 p.m.
Nov. 2 Dickinson 6 p.m.

Clear Brook Football
JV Red Schedule

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 24 at Dobie 4:30 p.m.

Aug. 31 Baytown Lee 4 p.m.

Sept. 6 Pas. Memorial  4 p.m.

Sept. 14 at Deer Park 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 21 Clear Falls  4 p.m.

Sept. 27  at Brazoswood 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 5 Clear Lake 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 12 at Clear Creek  4:30 p.m.

Oct. 26 Clear Springs 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 2 Dickinson 4:30 p.m.

Texas A&M sophomore Camryn Dickson was part of the U.S. 
women’s gold medal-winning 4x100 relay squad at the U-20 
Pan American Championships as the foursome set an Amer-
ican age group-record of 42.88 seconds to capture gold Aug. 
5. Dickson, a Class of 2022 graduate, was joined by Avery 
Lewis, Shawnti Jackson and Keila Jackson in the event in 
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. Dickson also posted a time of 11.48 
for a bronze medal in the 100 fi nal.

Clear Brook senior Jaylon Owens put together a memorable week 
at the Amateur Athletic Union’s Junior Olympic Games at Drake 
University in Des Moines, Iowa, winning a national champion-
ship with his H-Town Hurricane teammates in the 4x400 relay 
and grabbing a bronze medal in the 200 with a personal record 
of 21.1. Owens, who this week began preseason workouts with the 
Wolverines as a senior defensive back, also set a PR in the 100 
at 10.6 for fourth place. He also took part in the 4x100 with the 
Hurricanes as the relay group placed fi fth. The Hurricanes won 
the national championship in the 17-18-year-old 4x400 relay at 3 
minutes, 11.01 seconds as Jacorric Allen led off with Owens next 
and then Mason Roseboro and Nolen Richie fi nishing the win. The 
4x100 relay included Owens, Richie, Cortney Brown and Sincere 
Timpson, taking fi fth at 41.38.

Dobie FB excited for workouts
Continued from Page 5
hire eight new coaches. 
There were transitional 
details a season ago that 
aren’t there now. Factor in 
the returnees we have, and 
we feel really good about 
being able to fi nd a rythym 

in a hurry this year.”
 In Stafford’s debut 
season, the Longhorns 
scratched out a 13-6 win 
over Clear Brook in the 
opener but then lost three 
straight nondistrict road 
games at Grand Oaks, 

Dickinson and Houston 
Lamar. A loss to Deer 
Park in the District 22-6A 
opener had the Longhorns 
at 1-4 midway through the 
season.
 Three wins in fi ve 
games down the stretch 

were enough for the 4-6 
Longhorns to grab fourth 
place before a 6A Division 
I bidistrict playoff loss to 
North Shore.
 Now, the Longhorns 
move forward with high-
er hopes. The Longhorns 

have standouts back at 
each level of the defense. 
Team captain C.J. Richard  
and Derrick Kelly both 
return, as does linebacker 
Dempsey Spears. 
 A.J. Hernandez also 
shifts to linebacker, while 
Rodrick Drumgo and Dar-
ius Jones man the defen-
sive line along with Aiden 
Sanchez.
 Stafford has Juan Huer-
ta set to lift the offense in 
the passing game, while 
Cameron Mathews and 
Demarcus Hodges give 
the Dobie wing-T offense 
plenty of game-breaking 
ability at running back.
 Third-year lineman 
Evan Jordan and Markel 
Terry are returnees along 
the offensive line, and 
Ethan Nguyen is an op-
tion at receiver as the 
locals hunt more depth 
there. Daniel Campero is a 
standout third-year kicker.
 “Feeling much better 
about knowing one an-
other, the systems and the 
capabilities from the get-
go,” Stafford said.
 “It’s always exciting to 
get a new season started.”

Dickson, Owens deliver track and field medal-winning efforts

 One current and two 
former San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball players were 
selected in the 2023 Major 
League Baseball Draft.
 Right-handed pitcher, 
Cale Lansville was se-
lected in the 14th round 
by the San Francisco Gi-
ants. Lansville pitched in 
15 games during the 2023 
season and started in 14 
fi nishing the season with 
106 strikeouts.
 Alum Sabin Ceballos, 
an infi elder and catch-
er with the University of 
Oregon last spring, was 
picked in the third round 
(94th overall) by the At-
lanta Braves. He was also 
selected in the 14th round 
of the 2022 MLB Draft by 
the Los Angeles Angels.
 Ceballos is now in the 
Braves’ minor league sys-
tem after receiving a sign-
ing bonus of $597,500.
 Left-handed pitcher Hunt-
er Hollan was picked in the 
third round (74th overall) 
by the Cincinnati Reds. 
Hollan, at the University 
of Arkansas in 2023, was 
also selected in the 15th 
round of the 2021 MLB 
Draft by the Milwaukee 
Brewers.
 Five San Jac alumni 
were signed as undrafted 
rookies. Chase Adkison, 
currently playing for 
Oklahoma State Universi-

ty, was picked by the St. 
Louis Cardinals. 
 Cole Turney, currently 
at Cumberland University, 
was picked by the Detroit 
Tigers and J.J. Sanchez 
was signed by the Toron-
to Blue Jays. Trey Dillard 

was signed by the Phila-
delphia Phillies and Ryan 
Hernandez was signed by 
the Los Angeles Angels.
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball programs 
fi nished the 2023 season 
with an overall record of 

33-22, including 22-14 in 
conference play. See more 
San Jac baseball news on 
Page 8.
 For more information 
about San Jacinto Col-
lege athletics, visit sanjac 
sports.com.

San Jacinto College baseball trio
earn signing bonuses after draft

BAY AREA TEXAS 
BASEBALL is a 501 (c) 3 

non-profit league.

2351
Clear Lake City
Blvd

Baseball
Com

plex

All games
played here.

Fee includes:
Jersey, Pants,

Cap, Socks,
Belt

No
Boundaries.

If you can get 
here, you can

 play   
   here.

See website or e-mail FDonaghe@aol.com

Born Jan 1, ’09 to
Aug 31, ‘11

Ages 3* through 18 *Must turn 4 before Sep 2024

BayAreaTexasBaseball.com
Register online  at

Bring a friend 
and play on 

the same 
team.

Walk-in 
       Registration 

Saturdays: 
Aug 26 & Sep 2
10 AM to Noon

Late Registration
begins Sep 3. 

(available online
while openings

remain)



       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Mike’s Affordable Pressure 
Washing Service

Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios • Etc...
832-606-1074

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

HELP
WANTED

REAL ESTATE
BEAUTIFUL HOME for 
sale or rent in Alvin, 
3-bed & 2-bath. Call 
281-774-8606 for infor-
mation. Se vende o se 
renta bonitacasa en 
Alvin, 3-recamaras & 
2-baños. 281-774-8606.  
 8-24

SERVICE
TREE SERVICE. 
Removal, trimming, top-
ping and pruning (includ-
ing palm trees). Free 
estimates. Call Ruben 
832-406-0183.  8-24

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

South Belt 
Graphics 

& Printing
One stop for all your 

printing needs

11555 Beamer            281-484-4337

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

The Handyman Can.
Restore, Repair, Update
Tile & Wood Floors • Fences & Decks

Painting: Interior & Exterior
General Home Repairs

Work done right at the right price
Serving southbelt and surrounding areas.

Call today for a free quote and let us know what  
we can do for you! 

713.701.7400

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Looking to sell or 
lease your home?
Let us help you!

Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington 
Leader's weekly Real Estate section!

11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

Let the Leader 
help with your 

advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 8-24
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for 
cleaning. Free Esti-
mates! 8-24

We all miss Ivy

THURSDAY, AUG. 10
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 
713-686-6300 or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets 
at either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 
6117 Broadway St., or on Zoom. See 
Pearland Chamber of Commerce calendar 
or call 281-485-3634.
9:30 a.m. NASA Aglow Community 
Lighthouse – Praise Chapel, 18516 Hwy. 
3. The public is welcome and encouraged to 
bring others. Call 281-910-1971 or visit 
aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express 
Network – American Business Women’s 
Association-South meets at Big Horn BBQ, 
2300 Smith Ranch Rd. Lunch is $20 (cash 
or check). Includes networking with profes-
sional business women and guest speakers. 
Reservations appreciated. Visit www.seen-
abwa.org.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahous-
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 
713-686-6300.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
free discussion about Judaism and religion 
in general at Sawa Resaurant and Grill, 
16608 El Camino Real, Houston. Contact 
socialaction@shaarhashalom.org for more 
information.

FRIDAY, AUG. 11
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vig-
ilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. 
FM 518, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). Call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hasha-
lom – All services are live and on Zoom. 
For details regarding services, Juda-
ism classes, fi lm series, and lunch 
with the Rabbi, visit https://www.shaar
hashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. Family and friends discover 
choices available. Call 281-484-9243.

8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, AUG. 12
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– See Friday’s notice.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an 
addict. Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference room 
#111. Call 281-487-8787 or visit https://
www.houstonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers 
a knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 prior to 
coming.

SUNDAY, AUG. 13
8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship at 11456 Space Cen-
ter Blvd. in the back of a medical/retail com-
munity. Call 281-479-7285 or stop by. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets at 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy. Call 
713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. 
Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, AUG. 14
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
713-472-0565 for tours.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – 
at Hometown Heroes Park. Volunteers teach 
dance lessons. Call 281-554-1180.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets at 
IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vacci-
nation required. Call 281-488-2923.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery 
open meeting in the education building, in 
room 4, at 11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-725-
8479 or 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
– #0683 chapter meets at the Methodist 
Church, 110 N Friendswood Dr. in the edu-
cational  building, room 201. Call 832-858-
4617 or 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, AUG. 15
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Monday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday noon notice.
2 p.m. Local NARFE Meeting – NARFE 
Chapter 941 meets at El Franco Lee Park 
Community Center, 9500 Hall Rd. Visitors 
welcome. Call 713-734-1461 or 281-464-
9708.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally at sehouston.toastmastersclubs.org. 
Call 832-722-9061. 
7 p.m. Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civ-
ic Club – meets the third Tuesday of the 
month at 7900 Fuqua (inside Covenant of 
Faith United Methodist Church). Contact 
Cathy@cheyder@sbcglobal.net or call 346-
970-3507 for details.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
7 p.m. The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral 
Society – Helen Hall Library, 100 W Walker 
St. For individuals interested in earth sci-
ences.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 16
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Carmeliters – a nondenomina-
tional senior citizen social group meeting at 
St. Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500 El 
Camino Real. Call 713-444-6744.
10 a.m. The Community Club – meets at 
Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Highway. 
Charitable organization of women helping 
the Salvation Army feed and care for others. 
Email Jmopry@yahoo.com.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday noon notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park. Casual Ballroom dancing offered. Call 
281-554-1180.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church –See 
Sunday’s notice. 
7 p.m. NA – See Sunday’s notice..
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

...to Summer!
...at the Rainforest and Aquarium Pyramids, Dinos Alive Exhibit and more!

...at the spa, Colonel Paddlewheel Boat or the Moody Gardens Golf Course.
...at Palm Beach with daytime fun or on Saturday nights with DJs and live music.

Resort to Getaway with special events
and great hotel packages all summer long!

Explore

Resort to...Resort to...

Fun

RResort to...

Relax

Resort to...Resort to...

Getaway

Resort to...Resort to...

...at 

Resor
and great 

p

Tickets & Hotel Packages

MOODYGARDENS.ORG

SCAN FOR DETAILS
Moody Gardens transforms into a

bicycle enthusiast's dream!AUG. 25-27

SCAN FOR DETAILS
A big weekend that will thrill visitors

by land, sea and air! AUG. 11-13

SCAN FOR DETAILS
Cheers to a weekend of wine, food,

live music, fireworks and fun! SEP. 1-3

281-484-9492
Veteran Owned 

12325 Scarsdale Blvd.
Houston, Tx 77089

Sports Physicals 

$25
Call for an 

appointment!

S

By Jacquelynn Conger
SJC Public Relations

 The National Junior 
College Athletic Associ-
ation recognized 13 San 
Jacinto College softball 
student-athletes for their 
achievements on the fi eld 
and in the classroom 
during the 2023 spring 
season. 
 Raven softball ath-
letes earned the follow-
ing awards: Rayne Al-
thaus, utility, third team 
All-Academic; Ella Casas, 
infi elder, second team 
All-South Conference; 
Kendra Cutlip, utility, 
fi rst team All-Academic; 
Kiren Diaz, outfi elder, 
third team All-Academic; 
Izzy Farmer, infi elder, fi rst 
team All-South Confer-
ence, second team All-Re-
gion XIV; Chloe Foster, 
outfi elder, fi rst team All-
South Conference, second 
team All-Region XIV; 
Emma Garcia, infi elder, 
second team All-South 
Conference; Christin Hay-
good, pitcher, fi rst team 
All-South Conference, 
fi rst team All-Region XIV; 
Kylie Hernandez, infi eld-
er, third team All-Aca-
demic; Leslie Longoria, 
outfi elder, fi rst team All-
South Conference, sec-
ond team All-Region XIV, 
second team All-Academ-
ic; Haleigh McDonald, 
catcher, second team All-
South Conference; Mia 
McLeer, catcher, second 
team All-Academic; and 
Arianna Wright, infi elder, 
fi rst team All-South Con-
ference, fi rst team All-Re-
gion XIV, second team 
All-American, third team 
All-Academic.
 Additionally, Haygood 
and Wright were named 
Pitcher of the Year and 
Player of the Year respec-
tively for both All-South 
Conference and All-Re-
gion XIV. 
 During the 2023 season, 
sophomore pitcher Hay-
good made 161 strikeouts 
in 149 innings with a 1.50 
ERA. Freshman infi elder 

Wright hit a .522 batting 
average with 17 home runs 
and 71 runs batted in. 
 Both players were also 
recognized by the Nation-
al Fastpitch Coaches As-
sociation, with Haygood 
earning Second Team 
NFCA Midwest region 
and Wright earning First 
Team NFCA Midwest 
region and Second Team 
NFCA All-American.
 “We appreciate the rec-
ognition of our Ravens 
student-athletes for their 
hard work in the class-

room,” said softball head 
coach Kelly Saenz. 
 “As a softball player at 
San Jacinto College, it’s 
important to produce on 
the fi eld, but it’s equally, if 
not more important, to be 
an exceptional student as 
well. We are proud of all 
of our student-athletes and 
appreciate their commit-
ment to our program and 
the work we do.”
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege softball program fi n-
ished the season with an 
overall record of 42-19.

San Jacinto College softball players
earn 2023 NJCAA postseason nods

By Jacquelynn Conger
SJC Public Relations

 The National Junior 
College Athletic Associ-
ation recognized 15 San 
Jacinto College baseball 
players for their achieve-
ments on and off the fi eld 
during the 2023 spring 
season. 
 Raven baseball stu-
dent-athletes earned the 
following awards: Jake 
Bennett, catcher, fi rst team 
All-South Conference, 
All-Region XIV; Gage 
Boehm, pitcher, second 
team All-Academic; Lex 
Garcia, pitcher, fi rst team 
All-South Conference; 
Jack Hicks, infi elder third 

team All-Academic; Cul-
len Horowicz, outfi elder, 
second team All-Academ-
ic; Austin King, outfi elder, 
third team All-Academic; 
Keagan Knutson, infi eld-
er, fi rst team All-Aca-
demic; Cale Lansville, 
pitcher, fi rst team All-
South Conference; Zach-
ery Mack, pitcher, second 
team All-Academic; Jose 
Molina, outfi elder, third 
team All-Academic; Luke 
Nail, outfi elder, fi rst team 
All-South Conference; 
M.J. Rodriguez, infi eld-
er, second team All-South 
Conference; Joan Roman, 
pitcher, second team All-
South Conference; Trey 

Rucker, outfi elder, second 
team All-Academic and 
Malikai Wickley, infi elder, 
third team All-Academic.
 “I am proud of the play-
ers for their hard work and 
dedication to our program 
and institution,” said base-
ball head coach Tom Ar-
rington. 
 “It is an honor for them 
to be recognized for their 
performances on the fi eld 
and in the classroom this 
season.”
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball programs 
fi nished the 2023 season 
with an overall record of 
33-22, including 22-14 in 
conference play.

NJCAA 2022-2023 honorees include
San Jacinto College baseball players

Newsome begins 2023 volleyball at Southeastern Louisiana

The Southeastern Louisiana University volleyball team’s historic run to the 
Southland Conference championship in 2022 earned it more awards as Kai-
lin Newsome was named Louisiana’s Player of the Year while head coach 
Jeremy White was named the state’s Coach of the Year and Cicily Hidalgo 
earned second team All-Louisiana honors it was announced by the Louisi-
ana Sports Writer’s Association. Newsome, who led Clear Brook to the Dis-
trict 24-6A championship in 2019 and is the Wolverines’ all-time kills leader, 
added the Louisiana Player of the Year award and fi rst team All-Louisiana 
honor to her list of 2022 accolades which includes a spot on the American Vol-
leyball Coaches Association All-South Team and a fi rst team All-Conference 
nod. Following a Southland Conference Freshman of the Year award and 
fi rst team All-Conference honor in the spring 2021 COVID season, Newsome 

transferred to Wichita State for a season and then returned to SLU, fi nishing  
with 467 kills, the fourth-most in a single season in SLU history. She had 
1,172 total attacks on the year, seventh-most in program history and was the 
lone player in both the Southland Conference as well as the state of Louisiana 
to have more than four kills per set for the season, fi nishing at 4.17. Having 
also been named Louisiana’s 2020-21 Freshman of the Year, Newsome is now 
a two-time All-Louisiana fi rst-team selection. Looking to build off the success 
of the 2022 season, the 2023 Lady Lions’ season begins with the Green & Gold 
scrimmage August 18. SLU will then host Grambling, Washington and Tex-
as-El Paso Aug. 25-26 as part of the Southeastern Showdown in Hammond, 
La. Newsome is a senior this season yet has two years of collegiate eligibility 
remaining due to the 2020 pandemic-shortened campaign.

Volleyball season served up

The high school volleyball season began Aug. 8 after press time with Dobie, 
including senior Aly Frias (above) taking on Baytown Sterling and Clear 
Brook going up against St. Agnes. Dobie and Clear Brook resume action 
Aug. 10-12 at the John Turner Invitational in Pearland, while Dobie plays  
at Goose Creek Memorial Aug. 11. The Wolverines  are at Kingwood Aug. 
15, while Dobie is at Crosby the same day. Photo by Donna Alsdorf
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