
Email: mynews@southbeltleader.com www.southbeltleader.com Vol. 49, No. 26Thursday, July 25, 2024

The Voice of Community-Minded People

Serving South Belt since 1976Serving South Belt since 1976

Hurricane trash collection from Beryl well underway
By Andrew Alkire

 Stinking, rotting, household garbage left on 
the curb created an uproar among residents in 
the Clearbrook Meadows and Riverstone Ranch 
neighborhoods in the South Belt after Texas 
Pride, the waste disposal company responsible 
for garbage pick-up, failed to remove the garbage 
for over a week. Initially, only 10 percent of the 
residents had garbage removed from their curbs, 

prompting them to voice their displeasure with 
the company at the Clearbrook City Administra-
tion meeting last Wednesday.
 According to owner Kevin Atkinson, “Excess 
volume and debris collected caused for more trips 
and longer waits at landfi lls.” The waiting time 
was up to three hours, creating an unbearable sit-
uation for residents, as discarded food items in 
bags sat in searing heat – which only intensifi ed 

the odor. Garbage services drew to a halt on July 
9 and didn’t resume until July 17.
 “It smelled worse than a landfi ll; it was hor-
rible,” said Cecelia Ganje, General Manager of 
Administration at Clearbrook City, which over-
sees the area. “One resident told me she had mag-
gots in her garbage and they had eaten through 
the plastic and were in her yard,” she said. “That’s 
why they were upset.” Summer Keys, a resident 

of the Riverstone Ranch neighborhood whose 
garbage was not picked up for a week and a half, 
sought answers for the lack of garbage removal 
and went to talk to representatives from Texas 
Pride in person. She spoke with two people at 
their offi ce and was told by one of the represen-
tatives that the company was running behind and 
that they were trying to get everyone’s garbage 
picked up.
 What frustrated Keys was other neighborhoods 
were getting their garbage picked up for a second 
and third time, while her Riverstone Ranch Street 
was ignored. Curiously, after her in-person com-
plaint, only her garbage was targeted for pickup, 
while other neighbors were bypassed. In Keys’ 
opinion, being behind due to Hurricane Beryl was 
not the problem. “I just think it’s a lack of orga-
nization, poor planning and poor management,” 
she said. Keys also had food that was overrun 
by maggots. It had been sitting on the curb for a 
week. “The whole neighborhood stunk,” she said. 
 Atkinson responded to the complaints by say-
ing, “We apologize for the delays and appreciate 
the understanding while our team worked tireless-
ly to get caught up.” Ganje, in a statement released 
July 23, lauded the effort by the Texas Pride team 
for their hard work in the wake of the hurricane. 
“Recovery from a named storm is always diffi -
cult. With limited landfi lls in Harris County, Texas 
Pride Disposal crews have worked very long and 
hard hours in their attempt to collect food waste 
from area residents. Trucks are running on their 
regularly scheduled collection days.” 

 The City of Houston Department of Solid Waste 
Management (SWM) announces the release of a 
Storm Debris Collection progress tracker. 
 This tool enables residents to monitor the daily 
progress of debris collection efforts following the 
severe weather caused by Hurricane Beryl on July 
8 and the May 16 Derecho.
 Houstonians can access the webpage at bit.ly/
HTXStorm to see areas in which trucks are cur-
rently working. Users should use the search func-
tion that looks like a magnifying glass to fi nd an 
address. 

Additional details
 Yellow areas indicate neighborhoods where 
crews are currently collecting the fi rst pass.
 Green areas indicate neighborhoods in which 
the fi rst pass of storm debris collection is complete.

 Gray areas indicate neighborhoods in queue for 
collection that will be assigned as soon as crews are 
available.
 Upon completion of the fi rst pass of storm debris 
collection, SWM will begin a second pass.
 The combined impact of this year’s natural di-
sasters in the Houston area is projected to produce 
more than 4.5 million cubic yards of storm debris. 
 Prior to the July 4th Independence Day holiday, 
the city successfully removed more than 1.7 mil-
lion cubic yards of debris generated by the May 
Derecho Storm.  
 Over the next 60-90 days, the city will utilize all 
its available resources combined with supplemental 
disaster collection contractors to expedite the de-
bris removal operations in neighborhoods through-
out the city. (See tracker chart on Page 2.)

James Bolen  and Charles Blain 
contributed to this story

 Houston City Council voted Wednesday, 
July 17, to signifi cantly reduce the city’s art 
budget, as many critics question wondering if 
it’s the best use of public funds amid the city’s 
tight fi nancial situation.
 Council members were to consider reap-
proving the Houston Arts Alliance as the ven-
dor for a $25 million two-year contract, with 
the option of three one-year extensions, for the 
management and conservation of the city of 
Houston’s art collection.
 In a charge led by newly elected District E 
City Council Member Fred Flickinger, city of-
fi cials renegotiated the HAA contract, reduc-
ing it by $10 million.
 Under the new agreement, the city will now 
pay HAA $15 million over two years.
 Beyond the exorbitant price tag, critics also 
object to the source of the funding and have 
cove concerns regarding HAA’s practices.
 The city’s Civic Art Ordinance requires 1.75 
percent of the total budgeted cost for Capital 
Improvement Projects to be spent on acquir-
ing or conserving civic art. Because of the 
requirement, the city has amassed a large art 
collection over the years, with the number of 
individual works exceeding 800, and the most 
recent valuation, which is years old, valued the 
collection at more than $20 million.
 The HAA is a nonprofi t that partners with 
the city to “implement the city of Houston’s 
vision, values, and goals for its arts grant-mak-
ing and civic arts investments.”
 They contract with the city, as in this in-
stance, and their work is overseen by the May-
or’s Offi ce of Cultural Affairs.
 Some believe locking the city into a $25 
million, potentially fi ve-year, contract is not in 
the city’s best interest due to the concerns over 
the city’s fi nancial stability and HAA’s track 
record in the past.
 Flickinger has drawn attention to the over-
all issue of requiring 1.75 percent of capital 
improvement budgets to be spent on art, and 
he has also taken issue with the contract with 
HAA given that they were unable to provide 

more details to his offi ce when he met with 
them, telling him they didn’t have an inventory 
of the art they managed.
 “Even though we said this is money to buy 
art, they did basically whatever they wanted to 
do,” said Flickinger.
 According to Community Impact newspa-
per, the city of Houston’s annual Civic Art 
Report states that by the end of 2023, nearly 
$8 million was spent on the civic art program, 
funding the following the following:
 – Initiate 22 new civic art projects.
 – Continue work on 36 ongoing projects 
from previous years.
 – Complete 15 projects.
 The fi scal year 2022-23 budget was part of 
the city’s last contract with the HAA, which 
was a fi ve-year, $18 million contract. The new 
$25 million contract is an approximately 30 
percent increase from previous years, offi cials 
said.
 The Community Impact article further stat-
ed the $25 million budget is funded from city 
department construction funds, including pub-
lic health, general improvement, parks, solid 
waste, water and sewer.
 Following the recent destruction of Hur-
ricane Beryl, many residents wonder if the 
money earmarked for art could be better spent 
elsewhere.
 Numerous residents voiced their concerns 
at City Hall Tuesday, July 16, during public 
discussion on the matter.
 “Basics fi rst,” resident Tracy Shannon said 
at the hearing, according to FOX 26 news. 
“No more spending on arts until everybody 
has trash pickup and sewage hookups that is a 
resident of Houston.”
 Other residents, however, feel the city needs 
a robust art budget to beautify the city and set 
it apart from other metropolitan areas, attract-
ing visitors.
 “I skated across the country, seeing all 
kinds of towns both big and small, and no 
other city had a thriving art scene like Hous-
ton,” said local muralist Natalia Victoria – 
also a professional roller skater who made
 Continued on page 2

Houston to use debris tracker

Noah 
hooks 
5-foot 
shark

Noah St. Ange, 
reeled in his fi rst 
shark while vaca-
tioning in South 
Padre Island, on 
Thursday, July 
11. The shark was 
a 5-foot blacktip.
Noah will be a 
seventh grader at 
Thompson Inter-
mediate this Au-
gust. Noah (left), 
age 11, is shown 
here with Cesar 
Garza, lead deck-
hand, at Captain 
Murphy’s Isla 
Tours. Noah en-
joys fi shing, base-
ball and playing 
bass drum. Noah’s 
mother is Stacy 
Davis and his fa-
ther is Alex St. 
Ange.

HCAD sets storm property damage exemption
ture from a falling tree is eligible for exemption 
under this particular law, damage that occurred 
only to trees or shrubbery caused by the disaster 
is not eligible.”
 The Texas Tax Code allows a qualifi ed proper-
ty that is at least 15 percent damaged by a disas-
ter in a governor-declared disaster area to receive 
a temporary exemption of a portion of the ap-
praised value of the property. Qualifi ed property 
includes real property such as homes and build-
ings, certain manufactured homes and tangible 
personal property used for the production of in-
come for a business.
 The property owner must apply for the tempo-
rary exemption no later than 105 days after the 
governor declares a disaster area. Acting Gover-
nor Dan Patrick declared the county a disaster 
area on July 6 for Hurricane Beryl, so the tem-
porary disaster exemption application must be 

 The Harris Central Appraisal District is re-
minding property owners who have experienced 
physical damage to their property during Hurri-
cane Beryl to apply for a temporary disaster ex-
emption.
 “This has been a very active year for natural 
disasters so far,” said Roland Altinger, chief ap-
praiser. “We have had fl ooding and the derecho 
in May and Hurricane Beryl in July that may 
have caused physical damage to many properties 
in the area. I want to remind property owners that 
a disaster exemption is available to help owners 
reduce their 2024 property taxes.
 “State law lets the individual owner apply 
for the temporary disaster exemption for phys-
ical damage to improvements (structures) on 
their property, and to business personal property 
used for the production of income,” he contin-
ued. “While damage to a house or other struc-

2 Backpack drives on Aug. 3
 Church, Beta Eta give out backpacks
 Faith Missionary Baptist Church and Beta Eta, 
Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma of Texas, are having 
a Back to School Backpack Bonanza Drive-Thru on 
Saturday, Aug. 3, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 They will be giving out starter kit backpacks with 
school supplies, while supplies last. The event will be 
held at Faith Missionary Baptist Church, 9850 Man-
go.
 South Belt Chamber gives out backpacks
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce is hosting a Backpack Bonanza. 
 Atul Jain, owner of MOTU Stop, gifted the 
chamber 1,000 backpacks which will be distrib-
uted to students who attend Burnett, Frazier and 
Stuchbery campuses on Saturday, Aug. 3, at 9 a.m. 
at Crossroad United Methodist Church, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. 
 Students will receive the backpack with basic 
school supplies due to the generosity of cham-
ber members – AMOCO Federal Credit Union, 
Burleigh Chiropractic, Community Health Net-
work, Cornerstone Learning Academy, KR Konca-
ba Interests, Memorial Hermann’s Partners in Car-
ing, Mornings Kolaches and Shell Federal Credit 
Union.

HC gives air conditioners 
 Seniors, people with disabilities and caregivers 
of disabled children in Harris County can apply for 
a free portable air conditioner unit from the Hous-
ton Health Department. 
 Approximately 200 unit are available by calling 
the Harris County Agency on Aging, at 832-393-
4301.Recipients will receive information and as-
sistance with the installation of the units. 
 Only people who have never received an air 
conditioner unit through the department are eligi-
ble. People 60 and older are considered seniors and 
eligible to apply.

Hughes/Sabo closure set
 At least one southbound lane of Hughes/Sabo 
will be closed continuously at Beltway 8 until fur-
ther notice. Closures are associated with a city of 
Houston project to replace a force water main at 
the intersection.

Beltway 8 closure planned
 At least one northbound frontage road lane on 
Beltway 8 will be closed from Greenshadow to SH 
225 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. until further notice. 
 The closure is de   toh the ongoing project to wid-
en Beltway 8 from two to four lanes in each direc-
tion. 

Knights to sell barbecue
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will host 
a barbecue at St. Luke the Evangelist, located 
at 11011 Hall Road, Saturday, July 27, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, July 28, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 
 Cost will be $15 for a two-meat plate with 
brisket, sausage, beans, potato salad and drink; 
$12 for chopped beef salad sandwich with chips 
and drink; and $6 for sausage on a stick. 
 Proceeds will benefi t the church’s capital 
campaign.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed from SH 96/Calder/Brittany 
Bay in League City to FM 519/Main Street in La 
Marque daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 
8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further notice. 
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from Deats Road in Dickinson to FM 2004/
Camp Wallace Access in Texas City from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. until further notice.
  At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed from FM 519/Main Street in La 
Marque to Tiki Drive in Galveston daily from 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
until further notice. 
 Closures are associated with ongoing construc-
tion to widen the freeway. 

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of reported COVID-19 cases in 
the South Belt community remains roughly on par 
with the previous week, according to Harris Coun-
ty health offi cials. As of July 16, there were 295 
active cases in 77089, no change from the previous 
week. To date, 134 from the ZIP code have died 
from the disease, no increase from the previous 
week
 In ZIP code 77075, there were six active cases, 
no change from the previous week. To date, there 
have been 84 deaths in the ZIP code, no increase 
from the previous week.
 In 77034, there were six active cases, no change 
from the previous week. To date, 92 residents from 
ZIP code 77034 have died from the disease, no in-
crease from the previous week.
 Statistics are updated weekly and include 
numbers from within the Houston city limits and 
throughout Harris County. To view an interactive 
map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arcgis.com/pag
es/cumulativedata.

Kirkwood meeting July 29
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meeting 
will take place 6:30 p.m. Monday, July 29, at the 
Sagemont Community Center, located at 11507 
Hughes Road near Beltway 8. 
 Meetings typically take place the last Monday 
of each month. 
 For additional information, call Kirkwood Civ-
ic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-
9990.

Sagemont to meet Aug. 6 
 The Sagemont Civic Club will hold a meeting 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 6, at The Gardens, 12001 
Beamer at Hughes Road. 
 All Sagemont residents are encouraged to at-
tend. Meetings are typically held the fi rst Tuesday 
of the month. 
 For additional information, call Sagemont Civic 
Club President Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545.

fi led no later than Monday, Oct. 21. Forms can 
be found online at www.hcad.org. 

Special thanks to Adrian Garcia and Harris County

Starting last Sunday, Harris County, through the efforts of local County 
Commissioner Adrian Garcia and the other commissioners, began col-
lection of tree waste through the county part of  the community. Home-

owners are urged to expect only vegetation (tree) waste to be picked up. 
Other items such as fences may be collected at a later date. (See photo 
and info on Page 3.)  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Mayor addresses 
BAHEP Aug. 1
 The long-awaited and highly anticipated re-
scheduled Bay Area Houston Economic Part-
nership general membership meeting featuring  
Houston Mayor John Whitmire will be held on 
Aug. 1 at the Lonestar Museum at Ellington Field. 
All members who previously registered for this 
meeting, are asked to register again to ensure a 
smooth registration process. The social begins at 4 
p.m. The mayor’s presentation begins at 4:30.

Houston reduces art costs 
by $10 million annually
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

DeathsIn My Opinion

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, July 25, 3 – 4 p.m. Family story time.
 Thursday, July 25, 3 – 4 p.m. Open Lab - computer class. 
 Monday, July 29, 11 a.m. – noon. Open Lab - computer class.
 Tuesday, July 30, 2 – 3 p.m. Painting party with splash kids art.
Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The 
library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, July 25, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Thursday, July 25, 2 – 4 p.m. Tech help.
 Thursday, July 25, 2 – 3 p.m. Little aviators: drone fl ight school.
 Friday, July 26, 2 – 3 p.m. Little aviators: drone fl ight school.
 Tuesday, July 30, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Tuesday, July 30, 1 – 2 p.m. Homeschool hangout.
 Tuesday, July 30, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. Drop in help for college fi nancial aid 2024-2025.
 Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital ma-
terials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/
services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

Elected offi cials share their words

Chamber promoting
school backpacks
 Good morning! We are excited to part-
ner with MOTU Stop and Crossroads 
Church for our fi rst-ever Backpack Bonan-
za. We have been gifted 1,000 backpacks 
from Atul Jain, MOTU Stop’s owner and 
one of Gold Level investors at the chamber.
  The backpacks are cute.  But as you can 
see, we would like to increase the content.  
 In speaking with one of the principals, 
Mr. Jae Lee, Burnett Elementary, I asked 
him for an essential list of supplies.  We 
have compiled that list, along with current 
pricing at Walmart and Sam’s Club.

Backpack Bonanza
  Anita and I are reaching out to the board 
to see if you would be interested in helping 
us fi ll the backpack.  AMOCO has stepped 
forward and is donating $500 toward this 
endeavor.  We would be thrilled with any 
amount or your willingness to purchase 
items. We prefer to buy it to assess the eq-
uity across the backpacks.  Please go to 
the spreadsheet and indicate your selec-
tion so we can manage the donations.  If 
you plan to participate, we would like to 
have a decision by, July 26th.  If you donate 
dollars, let us know if you want Anita to in-
voice you (we prefer that). 
 So that you know, the larger hand san-
itizer and Kleenex boxes are intended for 
classroom use and not for individual use.
  We will add logos to the fl yer (see at-
tached 1st version without contributors) 
and publicize this in various ways. 
  We’d like to thank you in advance for 
considering this opportunity.  We are ex-
cited about a way to serve our commu-
nity and students at Burnett, Frazier, and 
Stuchbery elementary schools!
  Sincerely, Lisa Holbrook

South Belt-Ellington Chamber

King: A Future 
with Fewer Children
 As my regular readers know, I have 
been calling your attention to the dramat-
ic decline in the fertility rate across the 
world, for some time now. A recent report  
from the United Nations has pegged the 
current worldwide rate at 2.25. That is just 
barely above the 2.1 rate, which is consid-
ered the “replacement rate,” i.e., the rate 
which is necessary to sustain a stable 
population level. The UN now expects the 
world population to top out at 10.3 billion 
in the mid-2080s and then begin a long-
term, gradual decline.
 However, some countries have fallen 
well below the replacement rate and their 
populations have already begun to de-
cline. The UN report estimates that coun-
tries with about 25% of the world’s popu-
lation are already in decline.
 I recently travelled to Italy and Greece 
and saw fi rsthand what this future looks 
like.  During my time there, the paucity of 
children was not only noticeable; it was al-
most eerie.
 Today there are about 1.9 million 
Greeks under the age of 20, making up 
about 19% of the total population. In 1990, 
there were 2.8 million Greeks under the 
age of 20 making up 28% of the popula-
tion. The number of school age children 
has dropped from 2.2 million in 1990 to 
1.5 million today. In Italy, the numbers are 
proportionally much the same. The num-
ber of school age children there dropping 
from 10.9 million in 1990 to 7.8 million to-
day.1
 The decline was evident as I traveled in 
these two countries. Particularly poignant 
were the number of shuttered schools. 
Several of our guides had gone to school 
to become teachers or professors but 
were unable to fi nd a job when they com-
pleted their education. Most of our guides 
were in their 20s or 30s. Only two had a 
single child and the others expressed 
doubts about whether they ever would. 
Based on the current trends, there will 
only be about 750,000 school aged chil-
dren in Greece at the end of the century.
 The low birth rates have already 

Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Adrian Garcia praises Lee’s dedication

caused both countries to start losing pop-
ulation. Greece is down about 5% from 
its peak in 2003 and Italy about 4% since 
its peak in 2010. The effect will be even 
more dramatic in the future. At the cur-
rent rate, both countries will lose about 
a third of their population by the end of 
century.

Bill King

Tribute to Sheila
Jackson Lee
 Attribute the following statement to 
Houston Professional Fire Fighters Asso-
ciation President Patrick M. “Marty” Lanc-
ton.
 “The passing of Congresswoman Shei-
la Jackson Lee is a great loss for our com-
munity. She was a steadfast advocate 
for labor, Houston fi refi ghters, and their 
families. Her tireless efforts and indomita-
ble spirit made her a voice for the voice-
less and a defender of the marginalized. 
She fought relentlessly for the rights and 
well-being of the people she represented, 
always putting the needs of the ‘little per-
son’ at the forefront of her agenda.
 “Congresswoman Jackson Lee’s brav-
ery in her battle with cancer was a tes-
tament to her strength and resilience. 
We will feel her absence deeply, but her 
legacy of compassion and dedication will 
continue to inspire us all.
 “On behalf of the Houston Professional 
Fire Fighters Association, I extend heart-
felt condolences to her family, friends, 
and all who knew her. Her remarkable life 
of service touched us all.” Contacts:
 Brian Wilcox

HPFFA Communications Director

Noster thanks 
Centerpoint
 Thank you to Centerpoint and all out 
of state Lineman who are helping to re-
store power. They are fi rst responders, 
just like Nurses,Doctors, Policeman, and 
Fireman. It is disturbing to hear that Line-
man have been physically attacked and 
held at gunpoint. During the COVID cri-
sis, did we physically attack Nurses and 
Doctors? No! So, why are we being so 
inhumane to those who are simply try-
ing to help us? Check yourself people: I 
see many houses and yards with storm 
debris not cleaned up, blocking the side-
walks and streets, and even clogging up 
street drains, leading to future fl ooding. 
How dare you complain about the line-
man when you can’t even clean up your 
own yard or even help your own neigh-
bor. Next time you see Lineman working, 
wave Hello, say Thank You, treat them 
like a human being, and be grateful that 
they are here to help us. If we keep treat-
ing these lineman with aggressive nega-
tivity, the next time we have a storm and 
need help, no one will be around.
 As a community, we have to show our 
appreciation, thankfulness, honor and re-
spect the service that these lineman are 
providing.     Remember, they volunteered 
to come help us, to work in this hot and 
humid Texas heat, away from their own 
families. 
 Restoring power is a very complex 
situation, and if not handled correctly, 
it will result in houses catching on fi re 
which we’ve seen. The politics of why the 
system failed, why it’s taking so long to 
restore power, and the thousand other 
questions will just have to wait.
 Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee 
asked Congress to investigate Center-
point, and Lieutenant Governor Dan Pat-
rick stated Centerpoint employees have 
one job: restore power.
 Working together, as a community, we 
will get through this.
 This was only a Category 1 Hurricane.
We have defi nitely been through worse 
Hurricanes, COVID, and other disasters.
 Be nice, we are all human beings.

Thank you
Kay Noster

Publisher’s note: Thank you, Kay – en-
joyed your letter.

 Paula Gail Box was wel-
comed home by her Lord and 
Savior after she passed away 
peacefully on July 15, 2024.  
Paula is preceded in death by 
her husband, Russell Box; 
and her brother, Douglas 
Fonville. 
 She is survived by her 
parents, Jerry M. and Barba-
ra Jean Fonville; her sister, 
Vickie Fonville; her brother, 
David Fonville (Dennis Els-
bury); her daughter, Laura 
McGee (Raymond McGee); 
her son, Joshua Box (There-
sa Box); her son Jason Box 
(Katlyn Box); eight loving 
grandchildren, Kyralynn 
McGee, Krystabelle McGee, 
Raymond Jr. McGee, Russell 
McGee, Kaydence McGee, 
Henley Box, Isla Box and 
Lennon Box; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Paula Gail 
Box

 I am deeply saddened by the death 
of my dear friend and colleague, Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee.  From 
City Hall to the Halls of Congress, Sheila 
Jackson Lee has served her constituents 
well. She has written and passed key leg-
islation and has stood on the fl oor of the 
United States House of Representatives 
speaking passionately for the interests 
of her district and the country she loved. 
She has worked with and advised Presi-
dents of our great country, met with glob-
al leaders, and has been embraced by 
world renowned artists. But her work on 
the ground, in some of the poorest and 
under-resourced communities; the chan-
neling of billions of federal dollars back 
to her district; her presence at someone’s 
bedside, giving words of comfort to fam-
ilies who lost loved ones; her appear-
ances at places of worship and events 

 “Words cannot fully express the im-
pact of Congresswoman Sheila Jackson 
Lee. 
 The word ‘tireless’ gets thrown around 
in politics, but there’s no one I’ve ever 
met with that kind of work ethic who 
could compare Congresswoman Jack-
son Lee. 
 Her work didn’t only benefi t the Hous-

tonians she represented for decades; 
it helped make our nation better for all 
Americans. 
 Saying she will be missed is an under-
statement. My condolences to her family 
and to all who loved her. Thank you, Con-
gresswoman, for your dedication to our 
city, county, state and country.”

Adrian Garcia, Commissioner

 The San Jacinto College 
Bachelor of Applied Tech-
nology with an emphasis in 
cybersecurity program has 
been granted full accredita-
tion by the Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC).
 This accreditation marks a 
signifi cant milestone for San 
Jacinto College, reaffi rming 
its dedication to delivering ex-
ceptional education and pre-
paring the next generation of 
cybersecurity professionals. 
SACSCOC's rigorous evalu-
ation process has recognized 
the program's adherence to the 
highest standards of academic 
excellence, ensuring that stu-
dents receive a top-tier educa-
tion.
  "We appreciate SACSCOC  
recognizing our commitment 
to providing quality educa-
tion and meeting the evolv-
ing needs of our students and 
industry partners,” said Dr. 
Laurel Williamson, deputy 
chancellor and president of 

San Jacinto College. “This ac-
creditation highlights our con-
tinued emphasis on providing 
exceptional education for our 
students and well-trained, 
highly skilled employees for 
our region’s workforce.”
  Students enrolled in the 
Bachelor of Applied Technol-
ogy program gain expertise in 
safeguarding computer net-
works. 
 They learn about subjects 
such as cryptography, ethical 
hacking, and the ethical and le-
gal dimensions of technology. 
 This program builds on 
foundational learning from 
associate degrees and certifi -
cates in information technolo-
gy and cybersecurity.
  Those who work in the 
fi eld can earn a livable wage 
to support themselves and 
their families. 
 According to Texas Wages, 
information security analysts 
in the Gulf Coast region make 
a salary of $110,512 and com-
puter network support special-
ists, make $64,551.

San Jac College focuses 
on cybersecurity 

showcasing the global diversity of our 
City; and her uncanny ability to be every-
where, working every day for those who 
needed a champion, made her truly ex-
ceptional.
 When she was elected to the United 
States House of Representatives she 
stood in the shadow of Barbara Jordan, 
Mickey Leland and Craig Washington. 
Without question, she rose to the occasion 
and served with great distinction. Even if 
you disagreed with her politics, you had to 
respect her work ethic. We can honestly 
say Sheila Jackson Lee left it all on the 
fi eld. Rest in peace my sister. Thank you 
for all you gave us.  And, thank you to her 
family for sharing her with us.  We will not 
forget her sacrifi ce or yours.  Sheila – to 
God be the glory for the good you have 
done. It was truly a job well done!

Sylvester Turner

Former Mayor Sylvester Turner on passing 
of Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

FFA looking for hay 
 J. Frank Dobie High School’s FFA Booster Club is seeking donations of hay. For 
more information, call Samantha Hernandez at 832-652-7579.

 Thomas William Johnson 
IV (Little T), 61, died peace-
fully on July 15, 2024.  
 His Celebration of Life s 
ervice will be held Saturday, 
July 27, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Crossroads United 
Methodist Church, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. 
 The viewing begins at 11 
a.m. with the funeral services 
immediately following. 
 Thomas was born on Dec. 
19, 1962, in Mexia. He was 
the fi rst of four children born 
to Thomas and Ida Johnson. 
His college-educated parents 
moved to Houston shortly after 
his birth to improve life op-
portunities for Thomas and his 
three future siblings. Thomas 
was a lifelong community resi-
dent having lived in Sagemead-
ow for more than 50 years.  He 
was educated in the Pasadena 
Independent School District.  
While in high school, he ex-
celled in drama and ROTC re-
ceiving numerous competition 
awards in both areas. 
 After high school, Thom-
as attended San Jacinto Col-
lege and Prairie View A&M 
University. He later pursued 
worldwide opportunities by 
proudly serving in the U.S. 
Army. While in the armed 
forces, he traveled to many 
countries including South 
Korea where he lived for sev-
eral years. Once he returned 
to the States, he later studied 
culinary arts. As a top rated 
chef, he used his culinary 
skills to provide meals for 
hardworking men and women 
who worked in the dangerous 
offshore oil and gas drilling 
industry. For his fi nal career, 
he chose to work in the secu-
rity protective services indus-
try in various management 
positions. He was highly 
skilled and well thought of by 
both employers and employ-
ees.  Thomas gave his life to 
Christ at an early age. He was 
a loving son, brother, hus-
band, father, uncle, nephew, 
cousin and friend.  A natural 
motivator and encourager, he 
loved people from all walks 
of life and backgrounds.
 Thomas was a positive, 
kind, and generous person 
who will be deeply missed. 
He is preceded in death by his 
father, Thomas William John-
son III.  He is survived by 
his mother; his current wife, 
Stephanie Johnson; his chil-
dren Thomas William John-
son V, Robert Jefferson John-
son, Sharon Shanice Hunter, 
Tara Isaac and Lordan War-
nell; his fi rst wife, Kris War-
nell; his siblings Tonia John-
son, Timothy Johnson and 
Traci Johnson Davis and her 
husband Donovan Davis; his 

Thomas 
William 
Johnson

four grandchildren; and nu-
merous other caring relatives 
and friends.   
 The family wishes to thank 
the medical teams at Memo-
rial Hermann Southeast Hos-
pital and Kindred Hospital of 
Clear Lake for unwavering 
dedication and commitment 
to Thomas’ care.

 The City of Houston Department of Solid Waste Management (SWM) announces 
the release of a Storm Debris Collection progress tracker. This tool enables residents 
to monitor the daily progress of debris collection efforts following the severe weather 
caused by Hurricane Beryl on July 8 and the May 16 Derecho.
 Residents DO NOT need to report storm debris collection to Houston 311. Houston 
Solid Waste and its contractors will be driving every street (even neighborhoods that re-
ceive private trash collection) to ensure all storm debris is collected.
 Houstonians can access the storm debris collection progress tracker, to see areas where 
trucks are currently working. Users should use the search function that looks like a mag-
nifying glass to fi nd an address. Additional details below:
 Yellow areas indicate neighborhoods where crews are currently collecting the fi rst pass.
 Green areas indicate neighborhoods where the fi rst pass of storm debris collection is 
complete.
 Gray areas indicate neighborhoods in the queue for collection that will be assigned as 
soon as crews are available.
 Upon completion of the first pass of storm debris collection, SWM will begin a sec-
ond pass.

City of Houston to use 
storm debris tracker

 In developing the Bachelor 
of Applied Technology in cy-
bersecurity, San Jacinto Col-
lege engaged with IT leaders 
and industry representatives 
to ensure the program equips 
graduates with both technical 
profi ciency and academic rig-
or. 
 This preparation not only 
positions students for success-
ful careers but also for further 
academic pursuits in related 
fi elds.
  The launch of this program 
comes at a crucial time when the 
demand for cybersecurity pro-
fessionals is growing rapidly. 
 There are currently more 
than three million unfi lled cy-
bersecurity jobs globally and 
the industry has a 35 percent 
projected employment growth 
through 2031. 
 As organizations increas-
ingly invest in advanced cy-
bersecurity solutions, San Ja-
cinto College stands ready to 
meet industry demands and 
contribute to the expanding 
workforce. 

Continued from page 1
national headlines in 2022 
when she skated 1,100 miles 
from Houston to Chicago. 
“People take it for grant-
ed. Art has the power to in-
spire. Art has the power to 
heal.” In the last few years, 
Houston has become a ma-
jor attraction among many 
tourists just for its grow-
ing art scene, which will 
also soon even include its 
own Meow Wolf (a national 
chain of eccentric galleries 
with other branches located 
in Santa Fe, Las Vegas, Den-
ver and Grapevine, with the 
Houston location expected 
to open later this summer in 
the Fifth Ward).

 Many local artists who 
have worked on past city 
projects have gone on to 
international fame, such 
as Nicky Davis and Gonzo 
Mario E. Figueroa Jr. (also 
known as Gonzo247) – who 
painted massive murals at 
both George Bush Intercon-
tinental and Hobby airports  
– both of whom paint in a 
style that is uniquely their 
own and immediately iden-
tifi able.
 This marked the third 
time the item appeared be-
fore Council, with the pre-
vious two efforts being 
referred it back to the may-
or’s offi ce for additional 
information and reconsider-

ation.
 Back in February, short-
ly after being elected, May-
or John Whitmire told the 
Leader he planned to con-
tinue his predecessor Syl-
vester Turner’s tradition of 
supporting the city’s arts 
but he intended to do so in 
a way that’s fi scally sound 
and responsible.
 “Arts are important,” said 
Whitmire. “It brings a qual-
ity of life to many Housto-
nians, but there’s a fi nite 
amount of money, and we 
need to spend it wisely.”
 Flickinger agrees.
 “We must prioritize our 
spending on needs versus 
wants,” Flickinger said.

Houston reduces art budget

 Paula Gail was born on 
Sept. 16, 1953, in Pasadena. 
She graduated from Pasadena 
High School in 1971. She met 
her husband, at Sam Houston 
State University where she 
sang in the choir and graduat-
ed in 1975 with her Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in music educa-
tion. Paula and Russell mar-
ried in 1976 and relocated 
to southeast Houston, where 
they rooted their family and 
careers. Paula was a devout 
member of Sagemont Church 
where she served in the chil-
dren’s music ministry and led 
worship alongside Russell. 
Paula worked as an elemen-
tary school music teacher, 
serving the children, families, 
and staff of the Pasadena In-
dependent School District for 
28 years. 
 Paula was whimsical, 
light-hearted, and was dis-
cerning to always lift the 
spirits of others and not bring 
them down. 
 She was very intentional 
about giving more than she 
took. She was selfl ess, caring, 
and she genuinely loved oth-
ers out of obedience, whether 
stranger, friend or foe. She 
navigated the many adversi-
ties in her life with immense 
grace and a steadfast trust in 
the Lord. Her faith in God 
was unwavering and her wit-
ness of his love to others was 
bold and continuous. Paula’s 
presence of character will 
be sorely missed, but there’s 
confi dence that her legacy 
of hope and compassion will 
bloom for generations.
 Paula’s service will be at 
Peevey Funeral Home, 12440 
Beamer Road, Friday, July 
26, at 11 a.m. with a visita-
tion one hour prior to the ser-
vice. Interment will follow at 
Forest Park East Cemetery in 
League City.

Café & Catering

832-351-2289

Specializes in American Comfort Food 
cooked hot and fresh!

Bet you can’t eat just once.
12880 Beamer Rd., Suite N

Beamer @ Astoria

Mon. - Tue. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wed. - Fri. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Closed Sat. & Sun.
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St. Luke the Evangelist
11011 Hall Rd., Houston, TX 77089

Council 9201

Saturday, July 27 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the capital campaign

KC BBQ
Co

Knights of 
Columbus

Sunday, July 28
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

$15 • 2-Meat plate with beans, potato salad & soft drink
$12 • BBQ Sandwich, chips & soft drink
$6 • Sausage on a stick

Drive-Thru

Important
school dates,
information

Pasadema ISD
 As the summer winds down, Pasadena Independent School 
District is excited to welcome their students and parents back 
for the upcoming school year.
 Take a moment to view the Pasadena ISD Back to School 
2024-2025 webpage for the most up to date information re-
garding dress code, school supplies, Skyward Family Access, 
enrollment, lunch, district calendar and more. 

Key dates to remember
 Teachers and staff Return: Aug. 1, 2024
 Freshmen orientation: Aug. 12, 2024
 First day for all students: Aug. 13, 2024
 Start and dismissal Times:
 High school: 7:15 a.m. - 2:35 p.m. 
 (Early Dismissal at 11:30 a.m.)
 Elementary: 7:45 a.m. - 3:05 p.m. 
 (Early dismissal at 12:05 p.m.)
Intermediate: 8:10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 (Early dismissal at 12:30 p.m.)
Middle School: 8:40 a.m. - 4  p.m. 
 (Early dismissal at 1 p.m.)
Full Day pre-K: 7:45 a.m. - 3:05 p.m. 
 (Early Dismissal at 12:05 p.m.)
CTHS pre-K:  6:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Student enrollment
New Student Enrollment 2024-2025
 If one’s child is new to Pasadena ISD or they have moved 
within the Pasadena ISD boundaries and need to register their 
student at a different Pasadena ISD campus, complete the on-
line registration process.
 The online registration process can be completed on a 
smartphone, computer or tablet. 
 If one does not have access to a computer or tablet, one 
will be available at the campus. 
 As a reminder, parents are unable to use the Skyward app 
on their smartphone to complete any online forms. 
 Parents must use an internet web browser page to access 
forms in their family account.

Prekindergarten
 To enroll in prekindergarten, one’s child must be 4 years 
old by Sept. 1, 2024, and meet eligibility requirement. Visit 
https://www.pasadenaisd.org/8851_4 to see the prekindergar-
ten registration page for more details.

Kindergarten
 To enroll in Kindergarten a child must be 5 years old by 
Sept. 1, 2024.

Document needed to complete online registration
Current utility bill (water, gas, electric, landline phone or ca-
ble bill)
 Later one will have to provide the following documents to 
the campus, if the child is new to Pasadena ISD.
  Current lease, rental agreement, deed, mortgage payment 
booklet.
  Student’s current immunization records. 
 Student’s birth certifi cate (original or certifi ed copy) is re-
quired for prekindergarten, kindergarten, all students new to 
Pasadena ISD that are under 11 years of age, and students 
who have never been enrolled in a Texas public school

Clear Creek ISD
Key dates to remember

 Transition Day (PK, K, 6th and 9th): Aug. 13
 First day for all other grades: Aug. 14
 First semester: Aug. 14 - Dec. 20
 Second semester: Jan. 7 - May 22
 Student early release: Dec. 20, March 14, May 22
 Teacher inservice/ student holiday: Aug. 5-9, Sept. 23 12-
13, Oct. 11 and 14 Nov. 5, Jan. 6, Feb. 17-18, March 24, May 
23
 Student/teacher holidays: Labor Day: September 2, 
Thanksgiving November 25-29, Winter Break December 23 
- January 3, MLK Jr. Day January 20 Spring Break March 17-
21, Good Friday April 18, Memorial Day May 26
 Bad weather days: In the event that bad weather make-up 
days are needed, February 18 and March 24.

Pre-K
 The application window for tuition-based pre-k has closed 
for the 2024-2025 school year, with the exception of the fol-
lowing campuses with limited availability: Greene Elementa-
ry, Hall Elementary, Stewart Elementary and Ward Elementa-
ry.

Kindergarten
 To qualify for kindergarten, students must be fi ve years of 
age on or before Sept. 1 and live within the district’s boundar-
ies. To enroll visit ccisd.net.

Sunday, July 21, in the early afternoon a fi re broke out 
in the garage of a home at Sagecountry and Sageaspen. 
Responding to the fi re were Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department, Pearland Volvunteer Fire Department and 
the City of Houston. Two vehicles were parked outside 

Sunday fire destroys area garage

the garage. One was damaged, the other appeared to  
have escaped damage. The back portion of the house 
was also damaged. Shown in photo, left to right, are 
Kenny Benfer. Colton Haynes and the Cody Monteau. 
 Photo by Colleen Lamb 

By Courtney Morris
 “Transfer … is that some 
kind of payment sent to 
your bank?”
 Crystal Ramirez Moreno, 
San Jacinto College transfer 
pathway coordinator, under-
stands students’ confusion. 
The transfer process can 
seem puzzling, especially if 
one doesn’t even understand 
the term. So she’s used to 
explaining what transferring 
means and how to navigate 
the process.
 At San Jac, one not only 
gets a high quality educa-
tion, but also cuts one’s tu-
ition costs by thousands as 
one completes an associate/
two-year degree, the fi rst 
half of a bachelor’s degree. 
If one is starting at San Jac 
or considering coming here, 
Moreno shares what one 
needs to know about trans-
ferring college credits or 
associate degree toward a 
higher degree at a universi-
ty.
 Q: Is there more than one 
way to transfer from San Jac 
to a university?
 A: There are multiple 
ways. One can earn a full 
associate degree here, start 
to fi nish. Or with “reverse 
articulation,” one can trans-
fer to a university and take 

remaining classes there to 
complete an associate de-
gree and send that informa-
tion back to San Jac to fi nal-
ize one’s degree.
 There’s also “dual enroll-
ment.” If one has only a few 
classes left to fi nish an asso-
ciate degree, one can enroll 
early at a university while 
fi nishing the program at San 
Jac.
 Q: How can San Jac help 
one transfer?
 A: One will have a pro-
gram adviser assigned to  
based on one’s chosen pro-
gram of study. This adviser 
can help answer questions 
about different majors, 
classes, career paths, and 
even university transfer op-
tions. As one gets to know 
the adviser, one will be-
come more aware of drop 
deadlines, registration time-
lines, and even available 
scholarships or internships. 
The adviser can also help 
learn about universities with 
strong programs in one’s 
major or unique experiences 
like study abroad or summer 
camps. The adviser is an ad-
vocate to have on one’s side.
 Q: What’s one of the 
biggest challenges students 
face?
 A: Decision fatigue. 
With a wide array of op-
tions and many institutions 
having one’s major, one 
can have trouble deciding 
where to transfer. One also 
has to look at fi nances and 
fi gure out how one will get 
to the new school. Students 
are often paralyzed about 
deciding. But remember, 
one’s decision isn’t perma-
nent. One can change later 
if needed.
  Q: If one could give one 
tip, what would it be?
 A: Start early. Students 
often think, “Once I com-
plete my degree, then I can 
look at transferring.” 
 But even the fi rst semes-
ter — when classes aren’t 
as challenging — is a good 
time to start the conversa-
tion with the program advis-
er, do campus tours, and at-
tend transfer fairs. In one’s 

third and fourth semesters, 
homework and exams are 
harder to plan around.
 Q: How can I get ready 
for a university?
 A: Once one decides on 
a university, one will work 
with the program adviser to 
map out courses needed for 
that major at that school — 
and the right classes that will 
meet San Jac’s requirements 
to earn an associate degree. 
Take a university campus 
tour or virtual visit with the 
admissions offi ce to get a 
feel for what the school is 
like and connect with the ac-
ademic department.
 Finally, have conver-
sations with the support 
structure at home and San 
Jac — family, friends, and 
professors. Make sure one 
is setting oneself up for the 
rigor of university.
 Q: Anything else I should 
know?
 A: San Jac is here to sup-
port — whether one needs 
mental health counseling or 
groceries through San Jac 
Marketplace. But from one 
school to the next, one will 
have support to reach goals. 
One’s university will also 
help with things like coun-
seling and food.
 SIDEBAR: Does one 
know?
 If pursuing nursing, edu-
cation, or cybersecurity, one 
may not need to transfer to 
another school. San Jac now 
offers three affordable bach-
elor’s degree programs one 
can enter after completing 
related associate degrees:
 – Bachelor of Science
 in nursing.
 – Bachelor of Applied 
Science in education with 
early childhood education 
emphasis (spring 2024).
 – Bachelor of Applied   
Technology in information 
technology with cybersecu-
rity emphasis (starting fall 
2024).
 – Pending approval by 
the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Com-
mission on Colleges.
 (See related story on Page 
4.)

Take San Jacinto College
degree to the next level

By Neesha Hosein 
 Houston has a reputation 
as a leader in gas, petro-
chemical, aerospace, health 
and medicine, and research 
and development and is now 
opening new doors to the 
burgeoning fi elds of bio-
technology and biopharma.
 San Jacinto College is an 
exclusive provider of Na-
tional Institute for Biopro-
cessing Research and Train-
ing-licensed programs. 
 “Houston already has a 
number of biomanufactur-
ing companies, and many 
will eventually relocate 
here, so the region is primed 
and ready for growth in this 
industry,” said Dr. Christo-
pher Wild, dean of health 
and natural sciences and ex-
ecutive director of biotech-
nology. 
 In spring 2024, the col-
lege launched a series of 
noncredit biomanufacturing 
classes at the South campus, 
providing corporate train-
ing and onboarding for new 
hires and existing workers 
in this industry.   
 “It’s important to both 
meet the current workforce 
needs and train the antic-
ipated future workforce,” 
Wild said. “Regional bio-
manufacturing companies 
will be able to look to us 
to deliver this specialized 
training.”

Training focus
 Eventually, the college 
plans to offer an Associate 
of Applied Science degree 
in biomanufacturing tech-
nician, a Level 1 certifi cate, 
and an advanced skills cer-
tifi cate. This area of study 
will resonate with many, 
specifi cally biology majors. 
 For example, biomanu-
facturing technicians will 
participate in manufacturing 
human therapeutics that are 
generated from biological 
systems. 
 Graduates could pursue 
positions in cutting-edge 
medicine like vaccine man-
ufacturing and cell and gene 
therapies. 
 Students will learn the-
oretical concepts to better 
understand the scope and 
purpose of the work, but fo-
cus will be on the technical 
study of manufacturing hu-
man therapeutics, as in the 
hands-on aspect. 
 Although the program 
will cover a broad spectrum, 
it will not be math and sci-
ence heavy.
 Creating a robust train-
ing program empowers the 
college to attract future bio-
manufacturing companies to 
the Houston area, creating 
more job opportunities. 

Preparing for the future
 The college recently 
broke ground on the new 

Center for Biotechnolo-
gy at the Generation Park 
Campus. This state-of-the-
art facility, which is being 
built in collaboration with 
McCord Development Inc., 
will provide comprehensive, 
hands-on training with real-
istic good manufacturing 
practices  simulated envi-
ronments. The hope is to be 
functional by 2025. 
 “This opens doors for 
Generation Park students 
and the community,” said 
Destry Dokes, Generation 
Park Campus provost. “It 
gives students the opportu-
nity to explore this emerg-
ing fi eld and learn the 
foundational elements of 
biomanufacturing and bio-
pharma. It also helps current 
employees in that fi eld who 
are looking to upscale.” 
 San Jac also hosted a rib-
bon-cutting for the bioman-
ufacturing training program 
at the South campus. This 
program marks the initia-
tion of the college’s com-
prehensive biotechnology 
offerings, beginning with 
an onboarding certifi cate 
designed to equip new pro-
fessionals with the skills 
and knowledge necessary to 
seamlessly enter the fi eld. 
  The biomanufacturing 
training program, a two-
week hybrid initiative, in-
tegrates theoretical knowl-

edge, practical hands-on 
experience, and exposure 
to industry practices. Fur-
thermore, the program is 
customizable to meet the 
specifi c training needs of 
industry partners. Future of-
ferings will expand to cover 
all aspects of biomanufac-
turing, specialized instru-
mentation and equipment 
training, and advanced tech-
niques, ensuring that San 
Jacinto College remains at 
the forefront of biotechno-
logical education. 
  “As we unveil the bio-
manufacturing training pro-
gram, we are taking a sig-
nifi cant step toward meeting 
the growing demands of the 
biotechnology sector right 
now,” Wild said. “This pro-
gram is designed to provide 
a seamless entry into the 
fi eld for new professionals, 
with a focus on practical ex-
perience and exposure to in-
dustry practices.” 
 To learn more about bio-
manufacturing training, 
scan the QR code.

Fueling job growth: College to offer 
training for biomanufacturing boom

Coffee with 
 Constable Jerry Garcia

 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia will be 
at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each 
Thursday as part of the weekly Coffee with the Constable 
series. 
 The next event will be Thursday, July 25, with another 
event happening the following Thursday, Aug.1. 
 For more information, call Sagemont Civic Club President 
Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JOSE!
 Greetings for a happy birthday July 25 are sent to 
Jose Abarca from his wife Natalie; children Kelvin 
Lopez, Noah, Elliana Abarca and Isabella Delgado 
and husband Sebastian; mother-in-law Ellie Flickinger 
and her husband David Flickinger (Leader president); 
grandparents Marie and David Flickinger; and friends 
and staff at the Leader.

KENNY MARKS A BIRTHDAY
 Break out the balloons and party favors for Kenny 
Fernandez who celebrates a birthday July 26. He is 
active in the community as a local businessman, pres-
ident/CEO at North American Shipping Agencies and 
chairman of the South Belt-Ellington Chamber. 

IRVINES ENJOY ANNIVERSARY!
 Wishes for a happy anniversary July 26 are sent to 
Steven and Rebecca (Heeth) Irvine from Rebecca’s 
father Richard Heeth, a longtime Kirkwood resident.

TORI CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Special birthday wishes are sent July 28 to former 
South Belt resident and Dobie High School graduate 
Tori Mask from friends and the Leader staff. She cur-
rently posts a blog about the history of the South Belt 
area on http://southbelthouston.blogspot.com/.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Independent 
School District celebrate birthdays July 25 through July 
31.

Genoa Elementary
 Keyla Ortiz celebrates a birthday July 28. Join in the 
birthday celebration July 28 for Lisette Kearns.

Hancock Elementary
 Greetings for a wonderful birthday are sent to Victor 
Aguilar July 27.

Meador Elementary
 Marking a birthday July 25 is Maria Gonzalez.

South Belt Elementary
 Bring out a triple cake and ice cream July 26 to 

Hortencia Armenta, Marie Goree and Sara Simmons. 
The day to send a birthday greeting to Lakita Thomas 
is July 28.

Melillo Middle School
 The day for birthday fun for Ana Castulo is Aug. 3. 
Sing a happy birthday song July 30 to Yvette Castillo.

Roberts Middle School
 Light the birthday candles July 27 for Fred Leggin 
and Lyndsi Price.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Curtis Tucker enjoys a birthday July 26.

Thompson Intermediate
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to Wayne Sanders 
July 31. 

Dobie High
 Birthday greetings are sent to Rowena Hickman July 
25.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, July 25: Kelly Jones, Stephanie Gutierrez, 
Cherie Cundiff, Mario Rodriguez and Brodie Riner 
Jr.; Friday July 26: Kenneth Sublett, Magda Adams, 
Debra Patterson, Kendrick Woods, Jenny Batson, 
Terrie Nichols, Kenny Fernandez, Eric Madsen, Gina 
D’Orazio and Elizabeth Bazan; Saturday, July 27: 
Lydia Garcia, Joanne Mata and Sean Kean; Sunday, 
July 28: Ariana Mena, Alyssa Chambers, Tori Mask, 
Dana Milburn and Sandy Nelson; Monday, July 29: 
Codie Salyer, Linda Brisbay, Gina Trevino, Donielle 
Taverner, Albert Perez and Tiffany Barras; Tuesday, 
July 30: Donald Rogers, Anne Hyma, Danielle 
Mendoza, Christine Elliott and Randy Kelley; and 
Wednesday, July 31: Robert Gentry, David Freeman, 
Felix Garcia, Jim Waltz and Ashley Glover.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email anniversary, vacation and information on 
other events to mynews@southbeltleader.com with 
OTBF in the subject line by Friday noon for the next 
week’s issue.

45 years ago (1979)
The South Belt area was re-
covering from the worst storm 
to hit the area since it was de-
veloped.
 Clear Creek Independent 
School District high school 
students helped in the 11-
week task of unpacking, 
counting and delivering the 
59,746 textbooks the district 
ordered for the school year.
 The Catholic Community 
of St. Luke the Evangelist 
postponed its community 
open house due to the fl ood-
ing that had recently occurred 
in the area. 

40 years ago (1984)
Two youths were in a truck 
that went out of control and 
careened into a Sageglen 
home. No one was injured in 
the accident.
 Members of the Nation-
al Federation for Decency 
picketed the 7-11 store on 
Hughes Road. The protesters 
claimed the chain of stores 
was the leading retailer in por-
nographic magazines.

35 Years ago (1989)
Gaining momentum against a 
proposed annexation of Sage-
meadow Municipal Utility 
District by Houston, residents 
and community leaders ex-
pressed no desire to fall under 
the auspices of a city weak on 
providing standard services.
 Sheet fl ow runoff gen-
erated by four days of rain 
as Tropical Storm Allison 
hopscotched across the Gulf 
Coast sent water fl owing 
across the Brio toxic waste 
site into the streets and yards 
of Southbend, although Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
records said water would run 
away from the subdivision.

30 years ago (1994)
Clear Creek Independent 
School District trustees adopt-
ed a $116.8 million budget for 
the 1994-1995 school year.
 The San Jacinto College 
District board of regents ap-
proved a budget for 1994-
1995 which refl ected less than 
a 2 percent increase over the 
previous year’s budget.

25 years ago (1999)
Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital staff members gave 
free immunizations at the 
South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce health and 
trade fair.
 Dr. John Wilson, super-

intendent of the Clear Creek 
Independent School District, 
was one of six asked by Gov. 
George W. Bush to apply for 
the position of education com-
missioner to replace Commis-
sioner Mike Moses.

20 years ago (2004)
The $339.86 million bond 
election was postponed at 
Pasadena Independent School 
District board of trustees 
meeting. The board also post-
poned two bond related issues 
– the approval of the future fa-
cilities plan and the approval 
of a resolution regarding a tax 
levy in connection with the is-
suance of the bonds.
 Vickie Morgan, board 
president, stated she preferred 
to have all seven board mem-
bers at the meeting to approve 
the calling of the election.

15 years ago (2009)
The Chase Bank in the 11200 
block of Beltway 8 near 45 
was robbed. The FBI named 
former Dobie student Ma-
theos “Matt” Pitikas as the 
lone suspect. According to po-
lice, Pitikas arrived at the bank 
around 1:30 p.m. without a 
vehicle. He approached two 
tellers, brandished a handgun 
and demanded money. Piti-
kas then fl ed on foot with an 
undisclosed amount of cash 
and reportedly cut through 
the backyard of a Sagehollow 
home that backed up to the 
bank.
 Frazier Elementary assis-
tant principal Sandra Jobe 
was named the new principal 
of Kruse Elementary. She 
replaced longtime principal 
Rosie Prusz, who was named 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District’s associate 
superintendent for leadership 
and instructional support. 
Jobe has 20 years experience 
in education – 12 as a teacher 
and eight as an assistant prin-
cipal.
 San Jacinto College ranked 
40th in the nation as an as-
sociate degree producer, ac-
cording to a 2009 Commu-
nity College Week magazine 
report of the top 100 degree 
and certifi cate producing two-
year institutions. The college 
also ranked 39th in awarding 
degrees to minority students 
and 44th on granting two-year 
certifi cates.
 Beverly Hills Intermediate 
assistant principal Toni Lopez 

was named the new principal 
of Thompson Intermediate. 
Lopez replaced Angela Stall-
ings, who was the new princi-
pal of Memorial High School.
 A group of concerned 
South Belt residents and 
community leaders formed 
a coalition in hopes of per-
suading county and federal 
offi cials to construct a major 
retention pond in the area to 
alleviate local fl ooding. The 
decision to form such an al-
liance came just days after a 
meeting where representatives 
from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers said the earliest 
improvements could be made 
to Clear Creek would be 13 
to 15 years. The Corps had 
been studying the Clear Creek 
Project since 1962 at the cost 
of $35 million. Corps offi cials 
at the July meeting further 
said any future work on Clear 
Creek would likely require a 
new congressional authoriza-
tion and additional funding, 
due to its change in scope over 
the last 47 years.

10 years ago (2014)
A bizarre robbery led to a 
shooting in the Woodmeadow 
subdivision. Precinct 2 depu-
ties responded to a call on Sea-
wood near Davenwood, where 
the homeowner reported be-
ing kidnapped and robbed at 
gunpoint by two men. The 
two suspects allegedly forced 
the homeowner into their ve-
hicle and drove him to an un-
known residence to talk to a 
third individual. After talking 
to the third man, the suspects 
returned to the man’s home 
and demanded he give them 
a large amount of money that 
was hidden inside a vehicle at 
his residence. They also de-
manded he give them a Rolex 
watch he was wearing. At 
some point, the homeowner 
was able to wrestle the gun 
away from one of the suspects 
and fi red the weapon. At this 
time, the second suspect re-

turned fi re, as the two fl ed the 
scene – one on foot and one 
in the vehicle. Deputies said 
one of the suspects was likely 
struck by a bullet, as there was 
a large amount of blood at the 
scene. No immediate arrests 
were made.

5 years ago (2019)
 Win Weber was appoint-
ed to fi ll the unexpired term 
of Clear Creek ISD Board of 
Trustee Chris Reed, following 
his death the previous month. 
A former longtime Clear 
Creek ISD board of trustee 
herself, Weber was a person-
al friend of Reed’s. Reed was 
elected to the District 2 seat in 
May 2017 following Weber’s 
retirement from the board. A 
criminal defense lawyer by 
profession, Weber will serve 
in this position through May 
2020, when the District 2 spot 
is up for election.
 A warrant was fi led on a 
former board member of the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little 
League for allegedly steal-
ing from the organization. 
Paul Rodriguez was charged 
with credit card abuse, a state 
jail felony. According to in-
vestigators, Rodriguez had 
recently resigned from the 
board but had continued to 
use the group’s credit card 
use for personal expenses. 
Rodriguez avoided arrest by 
proactively posting a no-arrest 
bond, allowing to remain out 
on bond while awaiting trial. 
A similar incident took place 
the previous year with the 
former president of the Dobie 
High School baseball booster 
club. In that case, Christopher 
Anthon Escalera, 44, was 
charged with felony forgery 
and misdemeanor theft.

1 year ago (2023)
Murder charges were fi led 
against George Dennis West-
ern, 29, in the July 3 shooting 
of Erick Romero, 30, at The 
Redford apartment complex 
in the 1200 block of Redford.

AMOCO Federal Credit Union, MOTU Stop, City of 
Houston District E, Constable Jerry Garcia, Precinct 2, 
and South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce have 

teamed up to offer HOAs, civic clubs, and residents the 
opportunity to drop off paper for shredding.

12210 Galveston Rd (Hwy 3), Houston

Open to area residents and businesses.

MOTU 12210 Truck Stop Valero Hwy 3

Free COMMUNITY
SHRED DAY
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14  |  9AM - 12PM

 San Jacinto College has 
formed a new partnership 
with Solugen, a leader in in-
dustrial biomanufacturing, to 
deliver customized corporate 
training aimed at enhancing 
the skills and competencies 
of industrial biotechnical 
laboratory staff. 
 San Jacinto College is 
the fi rst institution in the 
region to offer such cus-
tomized corporate training 
for industrial biotechnolo-
gy companies, setting a new 
standard in biomanufactur-
ing education.
 “Solugen places a high 
priority on engaging com-
munity partners,” said Dr. 
Christopher Wild, executive 
director of the San Jacinto 
college Center for Biotech-
nology. 
 “As a part of that effort, 
which aligned with the col-
lege engaging biotech com-
panies, the relationship 
blossomed.”
 The training currently is 
offered to the greater Hous-
ton region with plans to be-
come a training destination 
for biopharma and industri-
al biotechnology companies 
in the southeastern United 
States.

First cohort kicks off 
training program

 The college hosted its 
fi rst cohort of 10 trainees 
from Solugen in May.
 The week-long “Foun-
dations of Biotechnology” 
includes both theoretical 
and hands-on components, 
covering a range of critical 
topics from contamination 
control to pilot plant opera-
tions. 
 The course is led by Dr. 
Nicole Bradley, who has 
more than 12 years of re-
search experience and fi ve 
years in biopharmaceuti-
cals and quality control; and 
Kevin Rodriguez, a San Ja-
cinto alumnus with a back-
ground in process develop-
ment and more than three 
years of experience in bio-
pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing.
 “Trainees learned ev-
erything from contamina-
tion control to pilot plant 
operations and everything 
in between,” said Bradley, 
biotechnology program di-
rector and professor. “They 
learned how to limit and 
control contaminations as 
well as how to improve ac-
curacy and reproducibili-
ty in their experiments and 
products.”

 The course includes both 
theoretical and hands-on 
training in various critical 
areas, including:
 – Introduction to pilot 
plant operations (theory).
 – Basic data analysis and 
analytical calculations (the-
ory).
 – Sterilization and de-
contamination (theory).
 – How to use and cali-
brate a pH meter (theory/
hands-on training).
 – Pipette training and 
repeatability assessment 
(hands-
on training).
 “I think the training was 
incredibly enriching for 
both the trainees and the 
San Jac faculty,” Bradley 
said. 
 “It was a wonderful col-
laboration from start to fi n-
ish, and there were some 
knowledge gaps that the se-
nior level trainees were able 
to fi ll in for us as well as us 
to them.”

Developing the 
partnership

 The partnership between 
Solugen and San Jacinto 
College is a signifi cant step 
toward addressing the work-
force needs in the rapidly 
growing fi eld of industrial 
biomanufacturing in Hous-
ton. 
 This collaboration not 
only benefi ts the college 
and its students but also 
the broader community by 
opening new career paths in 
a rapidly growing fi eld with 
increasing employment op-
portunities.
 “San Jacinto has been a 
critical community partner 
for Solugen in Houston,” 
said Dr. Konrad Miller, vice 
president of Manufacturing 
Science and Technology at 
Solugen. 
 “As the workforce needs 
for the industrial biomanu-
facturing sector evolve, we 
have been working closely 
with faculty at the Center 
for Biotechnology to tailor 
curriculum. We're excited 
about the prospect of utiliz-
ing their new short-course 
offerings to cross-train our 
teams on industry best prac-
tices.”
 “Providing onboarding 
training for future hires is a 
goal,” Wild said. “Addition-
ally, through our partner-
ship, continuing to engage 
Solugen on community 
events will be essential to 
building familiarity with 
families regarding careers 

San Jac College, Solugen partner on biotech training

The Kids’ Backporch Productions is performing “Anastasia: The Musical,” on 
Friday, July 26, from 7 to 9 p.m., Saturday, July 27, from 2 to 4 p.m. and from 
7 to 9 p.m.; and Sunday, July 28, from 2 to 4 p.m. The Kids’ Backporch Pro-
ductions’ cast includes 41 students (ages 7-16) led by Jade Williamson, director 
and choreographer; Lisa Maxwell, music director; and Evie Richeson, intern di-
rector. This is KBP’s 96th production and tickets may be purchased at kidsback
porch.ticketleap.com. Pictured, left to right, are members of the cast Delaney Cline, 
Anastasia; Andrew Lim, Gleb; and Zachery Moore, Dmitry.

“Anastasia: The Musical” by KBP 

Above, left to right, are Victoria Powell, Lily; Morgan Barker, Luda; and Adri-
an “AJ” Estala, Count Leopold.

in this sector.”
 This partnership bene-
fi ts both the college and the 
community by opening new 

career paths in an emerging 
fi eld that continues to show 
rapid growth and employ-
ment opportunities. 

 With an exclusive part-
nership with the National 
Institute for Bioprocessing 
Research and Training, San 

Jacinto Community College 
is positioned to become a 
leader in biomanufacturing 
training.

Advertise in the 
Leader!

281-481-5656

Now Serving
Hershey’s Ice Cream

•Cones •Milkshakes 
•Banana Splits

•Caramel brownie delight
10330 Blackhawk, Suite E

832-406-7045
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 8/14/24.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

Summer School-age Program (Kindergarten and Up)
Mighty-Mights Program (Ages 3-5)

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

Summer School-age Program (Kindergarten and Up)
Mighty-Mights Program (Ages 3-5)

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

ENROLL
TODAY

For More 
Info Check 
Out Our 
Website
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Local Delivery/ Curbside Pickup

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Choose DAN’S to Dine!
Danosaurus

30-inch, 1-topping pizza $39.99
Everyday Carryout Specials $9.99

16-inch, single-topping or
12-inch, 3-topping

2 pizza slices & a canned soda $6

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Dine-In • To-Go
Curbside • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

 Jasmine Hartman, who 
delivered an extremely 
successful six-year run 
as Dobie’s varsity girls’ 
basketball head coach, 
announced via social me-
dia July 18 that she has 
resigned her role with the 
Longhorns. 
 Hartman later told the 
Leader she will become 
the varsity girls’ basket-
ball head coach at Fort 
Bend Austin High School, 
where she will also be a 
campus co-athletic coordi-
nator.
 In a subsequent move, 
Dobie has hired Rachel 
Flores to become its next 
leader of the girls’ bas-
ketball program. Flores 
comes to Dobie after a 
three-year stay at Jer-
sey Village High School, 
where she was a girls’ bas-
ketball assistant coach and 
also coached within the 
school’s softball program. 
 Hartman led the Dobie 
girls’ program to more 
than 100 overall wins over 
her six seasons, reaching 
the postseason six times, 
winning back-to-back dis-
trict championships and 
twice reaching the area 
playoff round. 
 Last season, Hartman 
oversaw a bit of a rebuild-
ing project at Dobie that 
saw the varsity group fin-
ish with a 13-19 overall re-
cord. The Longhorns were 

7-5 in district 22-6A play 
to grab the No. 3 playoff 
seed before a bidistrict 
loss to C.E. King. 
 In her social media post 
on X, the site formerly 
known as Twitter, Hart-
man expressed her grati-
tude for having had the op-
portunity to lead the Dobie 
program the previous six 
seasons. 
 In part, the post stated, 
“The past six years of Do-
bie has been an incredible 
journey, marked by over 
100 wins, two bidistrict 
titles, back-to-back dis-
trict titles, consecutive 
playoff appearances and 
many Academic All-State/
All-District student athlete 
achievements. These ac-
complishments reflect our 
collective dedication and 
hard work.”
 Hartman thanked the 
school’s administration 
and staff, and added, “The 
memories, the victories, 
the challenges and rela-
tionships that have been 
built are treasures I will 
carry with me forever.  
 “Thank you for an 
unforgettable six years. 
Here’s to the continued 
success of J. Frank Dobie 
High School.”
 Looking ahead to the 
2024-2025 season, Flores 
will lead the Longhorns 
into a revamped 22-6A

Continued on Page 6

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 A once uncertain lock-
er room stabilized with a 
popular new head coach-
ing hire, several key play-
ers within the Dobie foot-
ball program say there are 
plenty of things to be ex-
cited about as Aug. 12, the 

opening day of preseason 
workouts, inches closer.
 The Leader caught up 
with co team captains 
Cameron Mathews and 
Markel Terry to gauge the 
pulse of the Longhorns’ 
football program since 
head coach Danny Fitz-
morris and his staff have 

spent the summer meshing 
with players, discussing 
expectations and more 
since Fitzmorris’ official 
hire May 28. 
 The overall take? It’s all 
good, and it’s time to get 
to work Aug. 12.
 Mathews’ exceptional 
performance on the field 

 It’s full steam ahead 
for the Sagemont Cow-
boys youth football or-
ganization as preseason 
workouts will begin July 
27 at Denny Wranich Sr. 
Field at El Franco Lee 
Park. 
 Cowboys Athletic Di-
rector Denny Wranich 
Jr. said the program is 
in terrific shape as the 
2024 regular season ar-
rives within the Bay Area 
Football League. 
 The organization will 
host its annual pep rally 
August 16. 
 The Cowboys will 
travel to take on the Mag-
nolia Park Sharks, with 
a full slate of games be-
ginning with the Peewee 
division at 8 a.m.   
The freshman game fol-
low at 9 a.m., while soph-
omore play is at 11 a.m. 
Junior play follows at 1 
p.m. and senior action 
concludes the day at 3 
p.m. 
 “I think we are in 
great shape and ready to 
go as an organization,” 

Wranich said. 
 “Everybody is excit-
ed to get started. We are 
proud of the organization 
we have put together. 
 “Last year, we broke 
through with a Super 
Bowl championship at 
the Peewee level, and 
two of our teams won 
7-on-7 championships in 
the offseason.
 “A lot of former Cow-
boys are members of our 
coaching staff, so they 
are able to teach the way 
that we do things as an 
organization. 
 “We are disciplined, 
and we require account-
ability. We feel like it’s 
a privilege to be part of 
our organization, and we 
appreciate the support of 
the parents as well as all 
of our coaches and other 
folks who give of their 
time to the organization. 
On the football side of 
things, I know we are 
excited to get started. It’s 
always fun to kick off a 
new season. There’s only 
one opening day.”

BAY AREA TEXAS 
BASEBALL is a 501 (c) 3 

non-profit league.

2351
Clear Lake City
Blvd

Baseball
Com

plex

All games
played here.

Fee includes:
Jersey, Pants,

Cap, Socks,
Belt

No
Boundaries.

If you can get 
here, you can

 play   
   here.

See website or e-mail FDonaghe@aol.com

Born Jan 1, ’10 to
Aug 31, ‘12

Ages 3* through 18 *Must turn 4 before Sep 2025

BayAreaTexasBaseball.com
Register online  at

Bring a friend 
and play on 

the same 
team.

Walk-in 
       Registration 
         Saturday: 
 Aug 17
10 AM to Noon

Late Registration
begins Aug 18. 

(available online
while openings

remain)

Sagemont Cowboys
to kick off July 27

Flores to lead Dobie girls’ basketball program

Rachel Flores has been hired as the new varsity girls’ basketball head coach 
at Dobie High School following the resignation of Jasmine Hartman. Flores, 
a Houston Austin High School graduate, spent the previous three seasons at 
Jersey Village High School.

Count Markel Terry (75) as one of many Dobie football players excited about 
the head coaching change within the program. A two-time team captain, Terry 
is coming off an All-District season.

Dobie football captains warm to new leadership
is certainly important, and 
as he most experienced 
varsity player in the entire 
athletics field house, the 
star running back’s overall 
leadership within the pro-
gram is unquestioned. 
 With a touch more than 
2,800 yards rushing to go 
with 31 total touchdowns 
over his sophomore and 
junior seasons, Mathews 
was the District 22-6A 
Most Valuable Player a 
season ago as he helped 
guide Dobie to the league 
title. 
 Heading into the 2024 
season, Mathews’ contin-
ued production and lead-
ership within the program 
remains essential as Dobie 
looks to keep the wins 
coming in 2024.
 Mathews admitted to 
being taken aback when 
former head coach De-
mond Stafford elected to 
move on to the same role 
at Northbrook. 
 While the senior under-
stands that coaches often 
seek other opportunities, 
he and many of his team-
mates were a bit surprised 
by the move. 
 “We were 8-3 last sea-
son and won a district 
championship,” Mathews 
said. 
 “I think we all figured 
things were going to con-
tinue to roll on this season 
and we were going to pur-
sue another title. 
 “It didn’t work out that 
way, and there were cer-
tainly a few weeks in there 
where we didn’t know 
what to expect.”
 An expedited search for 
a new head coach result-
ed with Fitzmorris being 
hired May 28. 
 While Fitzmorris is 

a 1999 Dobie graduate, 
Mathews said the players 
heard the new coach was 
coming from rival Pasade-
na Memorial.
 To his credit, Fitzmor-
ris  immediately went to 
work at familiarizing him-
self with his players and 
the remaining coaches on 
the staff. He was quick to
reach out to Mathews and

Continued on Page 8

JFD team tennis squad
plans busy first month
 Once again, Manuel 
Moreno Jr.’s bunch will be 
one of the state’s busiest 
during the fall team tennis 
portion of the schedule, 
particularly during the 
month of August. 
 In the opening, begin-
ning Aug. 5, the Dobie 
varsity team tennis squad 
will play 15 head-to head 
team tennis matches, in-
cluding action in five 
straight days to open the 
2024 season. 
 It all starts Aug. 5 as 
Dobie hosts Friendswood, 
then Clear Falls Aug. 6, 
followed by hosting Katy 
Aug. 7. 
 Dobie travels to Bay-
town Sterling Aug. 8, 
then hosts Clear Creek the 
morning of Aug. 9 before 
hosting George Ranch in 
the Battle of the Cattle in 
the afternoon. 
 The annual neighbor-

hood battle between the 
Longhorns and Clear 
Brook will be played Aug. 
13 at Dobie, and Dobie 
also has home matches 
against Dickinson, Clear 
Lake, Alief Hastings, 
Summer Creek, Clear 
Springs and La Porte 
during the month of Au-
gust. 
 Dobie will play at Mag-
nolia Aug. 24, and will 
mix in its District 22-6A 
team tennis opener against 
Region III power Dawson 
August 27. 
 Moreno, now in his 
43rd season overall in high 
school tennis, has spent 26 
of those years at Dobie. 
Moreno has always be-
lieved the best way for his 
team to improve during 
a given season is to play 
plenty of tennis. 
 A mere look at the Au-

Continued on Page 6

Dobie VB plans H.S. camp
  With an eye toward the start of preseason high 
school workouts, Dobie varsity volleyball head 
coach Dawn Sexton and her staff will host  incom-
ing freshmen through returning seniors July 29-31 
at Dobie main. 
 The returning sophomores, juniors and seniors 
will train from 9 a.m. to noon each day, while in-
coming freshmen will attend from 1 to 4 p.m. For 
additional information, direct email to Sexton at 
dsexton@pasadenaisd.org.
 The Dobie volleyball program will open the 2024 
regular season Aug. 13 at Baytown Sterling.

Brook summer volleyball camp 
 Clear Brook High School volleyball head coach 
Meredith Thompson and her staff will host the 
2024 Wolverine Youth Volleyball Camp July 29 
through Aug. 1. Session I is open to incoming 
third- through fi fth-grade students and will run 
from 8 to 10 a.m. each day. 

 Session II is reserved for sixth- through eighth-
grade students and will also run from 8 to 10 a.m. 
each day, while session III will include all incom-
ing ninth-grade students in addition to elite level 
eighth-grade players. 
 This session will run from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
each day. 
 Sessions I and II are $90 per camp participant, 
while session III is $100 per participant. 
 Walk-up registration fees increase by $10 ac-
cordingly. 
 The Clear Brook youth camp will focus on the 
fundamentals of volleyball including serving, hit-
ting, blocking, defense, team play and more. For 
more information, direct email to Thompson at 
mthomp1@ccisd.net.
 The Clear Brook volleyball program will then 
play in scrimmages Aug. 9 and 10 before opening 
the regular season Aug. 13 at St. Agnes. The Wol-
verines will also play in the John Turner Classic 
Aug.15-17.

Preseason begins
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
THE EXPERIENCE  

YOU NEED. 
THE NAME 

YOU TRUST.

281-464-SOLD (7653)

New Listing! Estates of Green Tee - Stunning J. 
Patrick home! 5/6 bedroom, 4 bath, 3 car garage, gourmet kitch-
en, stacked stone FP, huge extended covered patio! # Bway
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Dobie
Thurs., Aug. 29

Clear Brook
Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 6
at Klein

Klein Mem., 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 13
*at Dawson

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 27 (HC)

*Memorial
Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 4
*at Shadow Creek
Freedom, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 11
*Pearland

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 18
*at S. Houston
Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 25
*Rayburn

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 1
*at Alvin

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 7
*Manvel

Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming

Memorial
Fri., Aug. 30
Channelview

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 6
at Porter

Ran. Reed 7 p.m.

Thurs., Sept. 12
*at Manvel

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Sept. 19

*Dawson
Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 27
*Dobie

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 11
*Shadow Creek
Veterans, 2 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 18
*at Pearland
The Rig, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 24
*S. Houston

Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 1
*at Rayburn

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 8
*Alvin

Veterans, 7 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming

Dawson
Fri., Aug. 30
Bridgeland

The Rig, 6:30 p.m.

Sat., Sept. 7
at Elkins
Hall, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 13
*Dobie

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Thurs, Sept. 19

*at Memorial
Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 27
*Shadow Creek

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 4
*at Pearland
The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 11
*S. Houston

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Sat., Oct. 19
*at Rayburn

Veterans, 2 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 25
*Alvin

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 1
*at Manvel

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming

Rayburn
Sat., Aug. 31

at Spring Woods
Tulley, 6 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 6
Pasadena

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 13
*Pearland

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 20

*at S. Houston
Veterans, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 3
*Alvin

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 11
*at Manvel

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Sat., Oct. 19
*Dawson

Veterans, 2 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 25
*at Dobie

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 1
*Memorial

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 7
*at Shadow Creek
Alvin ISD, 6:30 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming

South Houston
Thurs., Aug. 29
at Baytown Lee

Stallworth, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Sept. 5
Bellaire

Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 20
*Rayburn

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 27

*S. Houston
Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 3
*at Rayburn

Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 11
*at Dawson

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 18
*Dobie

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 24
*at Memorial
Veterans, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 31
*at Alvin

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 7
*at Pearland

The Rig, 6:30 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming

2024 Pasadena ISD/District 22-6A Varsity Football Schedule Announced

Barnes among area’s AAU JO track qualifi ers
Clear Brook High School, 
qualified for the JOs by 
placing second in the 800 
at the Region 17 cham-
pionships in June. In that 
girls’ age 15-16 800 final, 
Barnes, who competes for 
the Beastmode summer 
track program, finished at 
2 minutes, 26.57 seconds 
to punch her ticket to na-

tionals. 
 “I am very proud to 
have reached nationals,” 
Barnes said. “It shows that 
my hard work pays off, 
and that I have the chance 
to go out and do well using 
my abilities and my trust 
in God.” 
 Barnes has competed 
in other distance events in 

the past, but for now has 
settled at 800. As for na-
tionals, she merely wants 
to put her best effort out 
there on the track, and let 
the results speak for them-
selves. 
 As for the 800 me-
ter-for-meter plan, Barnes 
says she aims to stay com-
fortable in her stride and 
place on the track in the 
first 400 meters, before 
making a final push over 
the second half of the race. 
 “Usually with about 
300 meters to go, I’m 
looking to start to make 
a move,” Barnes said. “In 
the final 150 meters or so, 
it’s time to really get going 
and aim at the finish line.”
 Now midway through 
her high school career with 
the Wolverines, Barnes is 
confident the best is yet to 
come for her on the track. 
Academically, Barnes is 
already an exceptionally 
accomplished student, and 

has plenty of time to de-
cide what she would like 
to pursue collegiately. 
 As for track and field, 
Barnes plans to continue 
to push herself to the best 
of her abilities. 
 “I do the best I can, 
and put my trust in God,” 
Barnes said. “So far, I’ve 
been very happy with 
some of the things I’ve 
been able to accomplish. 
I’m looking forward to 
seeing what I can do. 
 “When school starts, 
we’ll get started in the off-
season program, which in-
cludes weight room work 
and other activities fo-
cused on getting stronger 
and working on the little 
things to perfect my race 
preparation and perfor-
mance. 
 “It’s a lot of fun, but at 
the same time it’s import-
ant to put in the hard work 
so you can see the results 
that you want.”

 Patty Barnes is among 
a significant number of 
South Belt area youth 
track and field athletes 
headed to the Amateur 
Athletic Union’s 2024 Ju-
nior Olympic Games later 
this month at North Car-
olina A&T University in 
Greensboro, N. C.
 Barnes, a junior-to-be at 

I can to help my players be 
successful both on and off 
the court.”
 As a young student ath-
lete herself, Flores said 
she played just about ev-
ery sport available at the 
junior high level, but al-
ways seemingly gravitated 
toward basketball.  
 Flores attended Hous-
ton Lamar, then graduated 
from Houston Austin high 
School in 2010. 
 She was perfectly happy 
at Jersey Village, but when 
the Dobie job opened this 
summer, Flores threw her 
name into the mix. 
 Hired July 15, Flores 
has met with both her as-
sistant coaches at Dobie as 
well as many of the play-
ers. 
 While both head coach 
and players will have plen-
ty of catching up to do in 

seemingly a short period 
of time, Flores is excited 
to get started. 
 “I think first and fore-
most, our program will be 
recognized and discipline 
and a commitment to each 
other,” Flores said. “I real-
ly believe it’s important to 
help these ladies develop 
as student athletes but also 

as well-rounded people. 
It’s important to do a great 
job in the classroom, and 
also represent the basket-
ball program well. 
 “I’m looking forward to 
working with everyone in-
volved in the program, and 
I really believe we can do 
some great things on the 
court.”

Continued from Page 5
alignment that includes 
regional power Pearland 
in addition to Dawson, 
Shadow Creek, Manvel 
and others.
 Flores says a three-
year stay on Jersey Vil-
lage head coach Patricia 
Lewandowski’s staff has 
positioned her well for her 
first opportunity to be a 
head coach at the varsity 
level. 
 Flores was the Falcons’ 
junior varsity girls basket-
ball head coach and Le-
wandowski’s top assistant 
the past three seasons, and 
now has the opportunity to 
shape the Dobie program 
in her vision. 
 “I’m very excited,” 
Flores said. “I’m both 
proud and humbled to 
have this opportunity, and 
I’m going to do everything 

At right, Audrey Volp-
er has two more sea-
sons remaining with 
the Dobie varsity girls’ 
basketball team, and 
fi gures to be a key 
building block as new 
head coach Rachel 
Flores takes over the 
program. Volper is a 
returning All-District 
performer, and brings 
both ball-handling 
skills and an ability 
to score off the drib-
ble for the Longhorns. 
Flores, hired July 15, 
told the Leader she has 
met with the coaching 
staff as well as the re-
turning players with-
in the program and is 
excited to get started 
as soon as possible. In 
2023, the Dobie squad 
secured the No. 3 play-
off seed from District 
22-6A before losing to 
C.E. King in the open-
ing round of the play-
offs.

Patty Barnes, a junior-to-be at Clear Brook High School, qualified for the JOs 
by placing second in the 800 at the Region 17 championships in June.

Flores hired to lead JFD girls’ basketball

SBYSC continues fall sign-up
 The South Belt Youth Soccer Club has begun 
registration for the 2024 fall season and is current-
ly offering early registration prices through July 
14 at www.southbeltsoccer.org. 

 Regular registration will run through Aug. 16 
as the league continues to prepare for the season. 
Registration is accepted via credit or debit card 
only. 
 Practices will begin in August, and teams will 
typically train two days a week in the early eve-
nings. 
 Games will begin in September after the Labor 
Day holiday, and continue through November.  The 
registration fee includes a team jersey top, shorts 
and socks. Parents will provide shin guards, soccer 
cleats and a soccer ball. Registration age groups, 
fees and more information is available by visiting 
www.southbeltsoccer.org.

 The Dobie High School 
football coaching staff 
will host its annual Head 
Start incoming freshman 
football camp July 29-31, 
on the main campus. 
 Incoming freshman 
football players who will 
be attending Dobie are in-
vited to attend from 8 to 
10 a.m. each day. 
 Longhorn head coach 
Danny Fitzmorris and his 
staff will lead the camp, 

 But Moreno has never 
been one to concede any-
thing, and is certain to 
have his group ready to 
play each time out. 
 Later in the 2024 regu-
lar season, Dobie will play 
a nondistrict match against 
Atascocita Oct. 4 and will 
host the annual Longhorn 
Exes matches Oct. 5 prior 
to the playoffs. 

which will include an in-
troduction to the school’s 
football program and day-
to-day expectations. 
 The camp is voluntary 
and is free of charge, giv-
ing incoming freshman 
players an opportunity to 
get an early look at the 
Dobie program prior to 
the start of freshman on-
field workouts Aug. 5. The 
sophomores, juniors and 
seniors start Aug. 12.

Dobie plans freshman FB

Continued from Page 5
gust schedule certainly 
proves that the Longhorns 
will be busy. 
 Just as Deer Park was 
the presumptive favorite 
in the 22-6A ranks prior to 
the most recent University 
Interscholastic League re-
alignment, Dawson is the 
clear-cut frontrunner in 
the reshuffled district. 

JFD netters start 

Alvin
Fri., Aug. 30

Bastrop
Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Sept. 5
at Dulles
Hall, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 13
*Shadow Creek
Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 20 

*at Pearland
The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 27
*S. Houston 

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 3
*at Rayburn

Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 18
*Manvel

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 25
*at Dawson

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 1
*Dobie

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 8
*at Memorial
Veterans, 7 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming

Manvel
Thurs., Aug. 29

Ball
Freedom, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 6
at Barbers Hill

BHHS, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 12
*Memorial

Freedom, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 20  

*at Shadow Creek
Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 27
*Pearland

Freedom, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 4
*at S. Houston
Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 11
*Rayburn

Freedom, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 18
*Alvin

Freedom, 7 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 1
*Dawson

Freedom, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 7
*at Dobie

Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming

Pearland
Thurs., Aug. 29

Fulshear
The Rig, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 6
Hou. Memorial

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 13
*at Rayburn

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 20 

*Alvin
The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 27
*at Manvel

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 4
*Dawson

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 11
*at Dobie

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 18
*Memorial

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 25
*at Shadow Creek
Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 7
*S. Houston

The Rig, 6:30 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming

Shadow Creek
Fri., Aug. 30

at Summer Creek
Turner, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 6
Clear Creek

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 13
*at Alvin

Alvin ISD, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 20

*Manvel
Veterans, 7 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 27
*at Dawson

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 4
*Dobie

Veterans, 7 p.m.

Sat., Oct. 12
*at Memorial
Veterans, 2 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 25
*Pearland

The Rig, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 31
*at S. Houston
Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 7
*Rayburn

Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

*22-6A games
(HC) Homecoming



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656

       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.
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Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LAWN & GARDEN

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

South Belt 
Graphics 

& Printing
One stop for all your 

printing needs
11555 Beamer       281-484-4337

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP
WANTED

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

THURSDAY, JULY 25
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community 
United Methoist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 
713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or call 
832-293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for appoint-
ment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 26
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.has
cona.com or https://nastuff.com/.
7 p.m.  Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
All services are live and on Zoom. For de-
tails regarding services or Judaism classes, 
visit https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. Family members and 
friends of problem drinkers/addicts share 
and discover choices available. Call 281-
484-9243.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group AA – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JULY 27
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– All services are live and Zoom online. For 
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 
a.m. Saturday service, Judaism classes, 
fi lm series, and lunch with the Rabbi, visit 
https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers 

a knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-
479-7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, JULY 28
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 
a.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, 
Book of Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday 
at 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Cen-
ter Blvd. (in back of a medical/retail com-
munity). For details, call 281-479-7285 and 
leave a message, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, at the Life recovery 
church  5215 Preston ave, Pasadena TX, 
77505. Call 713-419-2635 for details.

MONDAY, JULY 29
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. 1:30 – 3 
p.m. 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://
aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. 
Call 713-686-6300.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – at Hometown 
Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway, 
League City, 77573, is open. Neva and Bill 
Schroder coordinate Wednesday sessions 
for casual ballroom dancing (not dance les-
sons). Park activity cardholders attend free. 
Call 281-554-1180 for details.  
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets at 
IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vacci-
nation required. Email huff_reunion@juno.
com for details.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery 
open meeting in the education Bldg. in room 
4, at 11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-725-8479 or 
281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
– #0683 chapter meets at the Methodist 
Church, 110 N. Friendswood Dr. in the edu-
cational bldg., room 201. Call 832-858-4617 
or 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.has
cona.com or https://nastuff.com/.

TUESDAY, JULY 30
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.

11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.  
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday noon notice.
6:30 p.m. Southeast Houston Toastmasters 
– Club #05324194 meets in-person at 10500 
Scarsdale Blvd. (SB Chamber of Commerce). 
Visit sehouston.toastmastersclub.org or call 
281-467-1880.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.has
cona.com or https://nastuff.com/.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – at Hometown 
Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway, 
League City, 77573, is open. Neva and Bill 
Schroder coordinate Wednesday sessions 
for casual ballroom dancing (not dance les-
sons). Park activity cardholders attend free. 
Call 281-554-1180 for details.  
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.has
cona.com or https://nastuff.com/.

THURSDAY, August 1
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Revive Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell 
Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) 
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832- 
293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for appoint-
ment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

WORK WANTED
CAREGIVER. Light hou-
se work, running errands, 
companionship. Reliable, 
trustworthy and depend-
able. South Belt, Frien-
dswood, Clear Lake and 
Webster. Contact Lisa 
832-830-9331. 8-8

HELP WANTED
MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
NEEDED immediately for 
busy medical practice. 
Must have experience. 
Bilingual a plus. Mon.-
Fri., 9-5. Send resumes 
to premierheartspecial
ists@gmail.com or call 
281-412-4949.  8-15

SERVICE
COMPLETE REMODEL
ING. Fences, Sheetrock, 
interior/exterior paint, 
bath/kitchen, decks and 
tree service. A-1 Grey 
Rock Services LLC 713-
469-7406. 8-1
LAWN & TREE SERVICE. 
Tree removal, trimming 
and care. Mulch installa-
tion, pressure washing 
and wood fences. Call 
346-577-3347.  7-25
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free estimates. Call Scott 
and Sons at 979-235-
0645. House, driveways, 
sidewalks, boats, R.V.s, 

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

LOPEZ
OVERHEAD 

DOORS
Residential & Commercial

New Garage Door Installation & Repair
24 Hour 

Emergency Service 713-953-1697

Big Edd’s
“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

etc. We also clean solar 
panels. Time for cleaning. 
Free estimates! 7-25
RUBEN’S PAINTING.Int-
erior & exterior painting, 
Sheetrock repair, wood 
fences, pressure wash-
ing. Free estimates. Call 
346-577-3347. 7-25

MISCELLANEOUS
MOVING SALE, 10418 
SAGEGLOW. Beautiful an-
tique furniture, mechanic 
tools, tool chest, welding 
equipment, tow package 
and much more. Contact 
281-484-3603. 08/01

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 
required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

The Handyman Can.
Fences, Decks, Painting &

General repairs
Work done right at the right price
Serving southbelt and surrounding areas.

713.701.7400

Low Cost AC, Heat & Refrigeration
Free Service Call with repair.

FREE PHONE CONSULTATIONS!

20% OFF REPAIRS

346.772.7120Houston HVAC & Refrigeration
TACLB12845C

$400 OFF NEW EQUIPMENT

NO CREDIT CHECK FINANCING Repairs 
& Units

We miss Ashely & Ivy
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

For More Information
409-744-4673
moodygardens.org

MOODY GARDENSMOODY GARDENS

SAVE BIG! The Value Pass Now Includes Unlimited Entry PLUS Palm Beach

Special activities are scheduled for Friday, Saturday and Sunday;
so wine lovers plan your itinerary, book your hotel and make it a weekend to remember!

ATTRACTIONS•HOTEL•GOLF•SPA

Friday, August 30
SEVEN-ON-SEVEN

SEAFOOD EXTRAVAGANZA

Saturday, August 3
PENGUINS & PINOT:

GRAND TASTING

Sunday, Sept. 1
BOURBON DINNER

WEEKEND HIGHLIGHTS

and so much more!

EARLY BIRD TICKETS AND HOTEL PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

Chef
Bryan Caswell

Chef
David Cordua

Paul Miller Chef
James Lundy

Executive Chef
Chris Lopez

Executive Chef
William Pickavance

Executive Chef
Bobby Lee Ross

Andres Castaneda Executive Pastry Chef
Betheny Boedicker

Executive Chef
Edgardo Caminos

Chef
Trinidad Gonzalez

 August 13 is the first of-
ficial day of classes with-
in Pasadena ISD, and the 
Beverly Hills Intermediate 
athletic department is al-
ready planning preseason 
events involving the South 
Belt community.
 The Bears’ athletic 
department is finalizing 
details for the annual Bev-
erly Hills Intermediate 
Community Day, which 
this year will be held Au-
gust 31, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 
 The school’s football 
and volleyball programs 
will both be involved with 
scrimmage action during 
the day as the community 
is invited to come out and 

see what the Bears have in 
store for the school year. 
 On the field, the Bears’ 
seventh-grade teams will 
scrimmage from 9 to 9:45 
a.m., followed by eighth-
grade scrimmage action 
from 11 to 11:45 a.m. 
 As for the Bears’ vol-
leyball teams, the sev-
enth-grade groups will 
scrimmage from 10 to 
10:45 a.m., followed by 
the eighth-grade action 
from noon to 12:45 p.m. 
 During the Community 
Day, Beverly Hills Bears’ 
fans will have a chance to 
purchase a variety of team 
apparel items, including 
spirit shirts, backpacks, 
bucket hats and more. 

Concessions will be avail-
able during the event via 
cash-only purchase. 

Football camp
 The Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate football coaching 
staff has set plans for its 
back-to-school camp, run-
ning July 31 through Aug. 
2, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. each 
day. 
 The second week of the 
camp will be held August 
5-7, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
each day. 
 The state requires that 
all extracurricular activity 
participants have their an-
nual athletics physical on 
file with school officials 
prior to being allowed to 
participate.

Beverly Hills plans Community Day

Dobie football players buying in as coaching leadership sets tone
Continued from Page 5
others. 
 “He texted me the first 
day, and I didn’t get back 
with him,” Mathews said. 
“We connected at 7-on-7, 
and he looked me in the 
face and was up front with 
me with his expectations 
for our team. He is real 
with what he talks about, 
and I appreciate that. 
 “Coach Fitzmorris says 
it’s not about him, but in-
stead it’s about the suc-
cess of the program. I’m 
all for that. The statistics 
are nice, and I certainly 
understand what’s expect-
ed of me. But, at the same 
time, winning is what’s 
important to me. I certain-
ly believe that coach Fitz-

morris is ready and willing 
to do whatever it takes to 
put us in the best position 
to pick up victories on Fri-
day nights. I can tell you 
this about coach Fitzmor-
ris – he wants us to be as 
successful as possible both 
as men off the field as well 
as on it. 
 “As players, all you re-
ally want is to know the 
coaches are there for you 
and have your back. I cer-
tainly feel that way with 
coach Fitzmorris, and I’m 
looking forward to the 
start of workouts and get-
ting ready to win football 
games.” 
 To that point, Mathews 
is keenly aware that the 
Longhorns have not won a 

playoff game since 2004.  
 Granted, Dobie has 
been matched with multi-
state championship win-
ner North Shore in the first 
round of the playoffs most 
seasons since 2005. 
 That will no longer be 
the case at least for the 
2024 and 2025 thanks to 
the University Interscho-
lastic League’s biannual 
realignment as the 22-6A 
qualifiers will match up 
with the Fort Bend ISD 
group out of the new 21-
6A.
 With Mathews entering 
his final season, he would 
love nothing more than to 
lead his team deep into the 
postseason. 
 “At the end of my career 

here at Dobie, I just want 
to be known as a dawg. I 
want people to remember 
that I did everything both 

on and off the field that I 
could to help this program 
be successful,” Mathews 
said. 

 “Like I said earlier, 
nothing is more import-
ant to me than us chasing 
another district champi-

onship and possibly going 
deep into the playoffs. The 
individual statistics are 
nice, but I want to win. I 
feel like we have a great 
chance to do that this sea-
son, and coach Fitzmorris 
and the staff are big rea-
sons why.”
 As for Terry, he admits 
that he was sorry to see 
Stafford move on. When 
Terry reached the varsity 
level in 2022 following a 
dominant freshman sea-
son, Stafford was in his 
first season with the Long-
horns. 
 As a sophomore, Terry 
wasn’t thrilled with un-
steady playing time at the 
varsity level but said Staf-
ford was always there to 
assure the player that his 
time would indeed come.
 Terry said he and Staf-
ford developed a close re-
lationship both on and off 
the field. 
 As was the case with 
Mathews, Terry says he 
knew Stafford had his 
back. To see Stafford leave 
was tough, but Terry took 
it in stride. 
 “It’s always difficult 
when a new coach comes 
in, particularly prior to 
your senior year,” Terry 

said. “But all you want is a 
coach or group of coaches 
who are going to be there 
for you. 
 “Right now, I can tell 
you that I love having 
coach Fitzmorris running 
the show for us. The guy 
has been out there work-
ing hard everyday trying 
to make sure that he does 
everything possible to help 
us be successful.   
 “From what I have 
seen, we should be able to 
move forward and have a 
lot of success this season. 
I’m looking forward to 
getting started Aug. 12. I 
think we have a chance to 
have a great season.” 
 Now a returning first 
team All-District offen-
sive lineman, Terry, a two-
year co-captain, enters the 
2024 season as the un-
questioned leader up front 
along the offensive line. 
 While on paper the 
Longhorns have had to fill 
some vacancies along the 
line following graduation, 
Terry believes there are 
players within the pro-
gram who are ready to 
step in and make a differ-
ence rather quickly. 
 “For me, especially as 
a two-time team captain, I 

feel like I’m a tone-setter,” 
Terry said. 
 “It’s my job to go out 
there and lead by exam-
ple. Usually in a football 
game, I try to go out there 
on the first play and put a 
defensive lineman on his 
back. 
 “It’s about going out 
there and showing leader-
ship, and doing whatever 
it takes to help the team be 
successful. 
 “Yes, we did have a 
coaching change, and 
there was some initial un-
certainty about the whole 
deal, but I think everybody 
feels good about where we 
are as a program. 
 “Now, it’s all about us 
going out there and getting 
the job done. 
 “I know coach Fitzmor-
ris and his staff will do ev-
erything possible to help 
us win out there on the 
field. It’s up to us to follow 
through on our end. 
 “Coach Fitzmorris talks 
every day about how suc-
cessful he wants us to be 
out there on the field, but 
also off the field. It’s been 
great to play for him so 
far, and we can’t wait to 
get going next month as 
we get on the field.”

At right, Tarik Riley  
(6) averaged more 
than 34 yards per re-
ception a season ago, 
with 15 catches for 
516 yards and seven 
touchdowns. Heading 
into his senior season, 
Riley is the type of 
big-play threat on the 
outside that should al-
low Dobie’s offense to 
deliver plenty of ver-
satility. The revamped 
coaching staff with the 
Longhorns is no doubt 
excited about the pos-
sibilities Riley pres-
ents.

One of the more dynamic offensive players in the entire Houston area, Camer-
on Mathews heads into his senior season pleased with the coaching changes at 
Dobie and is looking forward to a big 2024 season.

SJC’s Stivey to Emporia State

At right, former San 
Jacinto college pitch-
er Maddux Stivey 
will continue his ed-
ucation and baseball 
career at Emporia 
State University in 
Emporia, Kan. Stivey 
made 11 appearanc-
es with the Ravens in 
2024, going 2-0 with a 
4.95 earned run aver-
age over 20 innings of 
work. He struck out 
17. Stivey helped the 
Ravens to a 41-21 re-
cord in 2024, with the 
team reaching the Re-
gion 14 championship 
series before a loss to 
Blinn.
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