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COVID breaks local record
 The number of local COVID-19 cases contin-
ues to escalate and hit a new record, with at least 
335 new cases being reported this past week in the 
South Belt community.
 As of Wednesday, July 22, ZIP code 77089 had 
627 confi rmed cases of COVID-19, according to 
Harris County Public Health offi cials. That fi gure is 
98 higher than the 529 count reported on Wednes-
day, July 15.
 In ZIP code 77075, county offi cials are now re-
porting 609 known cases. This number is 116 high-
er than the 493 cases reported the previous week.
 County offi cials are now reporting 629 cases in 
ZIP code 77034, up 121 cases from last week.
 In all, there are currently 58,480 known cases in 
Harris County, an increase of 9,453 from last week. 
Of those, 38,790 remain active, up 6,460 from last 
week. 
 A total of 19,129 have recovered from the virus 
in the county, an increase of 2,905 from the previ-
ous week. To date, 560 have died from COVID-19, 
up 87 from last week.
 Statistics are updated daily and include num-
bers from within both the Houston city limits and 
throughout Harris County. To view an interac-
tive map, visit publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Re
sources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.

K of C will host BBQ Sale
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will host 
a BBQ Sandwich Sale at St. Luke the Evangelist, 
11011 Hall Road in the rear parking lot Saturday, 
July 25, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. and Sunday July 26, 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m. or until food runs out. 
 Meals are $8 and include a chopped beef sand-
wich with trimmings (onions and pickles), chips or 
Fritos and a soft drink. Proceeds benefi t KC char-
ities. For more information, call Richard Valdez at 
713-542-1760.

Beltway closures planned
 At least one eastbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane will be closed from Hiram Clarke to Almeda/
FM 521 continuously through 8 p.m. Saturday, July 
25.
 At least one westbound Beltway 8 frontage 
road lane will be closed from Scott Street/Fellows 
Road to Furman Street daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Friday, July 24.
 There will be a complete closure of the south-
bound Beltway 8 frontage road at SH 225 nightly 
from 6 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sunday, Aug. 2.
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road lane will be closed from 
Vista to SH 225 daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
through Thursday, Aug. 6. 
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road lane will be closed from 
Vista to SH 225 nightly from 8:30  p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Thursday, Aug. 6. 
 The closures are associated with the ongoing 
project to widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes 
in each direction.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Freeway 
at NASA Bypass/ NASA Road 1 will be closed 
continuously through 5 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 31.
 At least one lane of the northbound and south-
bound entrance ramp from NASA Bypass/NASA 
Road 1 to SH 96 and exit ramp from NASA By-
pass/NASA Road 1 to SH 96 will be closed night-
ly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 
31.
 Two alternate lanes on the Gulf Freeway front-
age road will be closed from NASA Bypass/NASA 
Road 1 to SH 96/League City Parkway daily from 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.
 The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed at FM 518 until further notice.
 At least one southbound frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway from FM 517 to Hughes in Texas 
City will be closed until further notice. The south-
bound entrance ramp at FM 517 in Texas City will 
also be closed until further notice.
 There will be a total closure at the southbound 
IH 610 connector ramp at the Gulf Freeway through 
5 a.m. Monday, Sept. 28.
 The northbound connector ramp from the Gulf 
Freeway to the IH 610 South Loop, along with one 
inside lane, will be closed nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 
a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.
 At least two alternate main lanes and frontage 
road lanes on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
IH 610 South Loop to Broad Street nightly from 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.
 The northbound and southbound entrance ramp 
from IH 610 South Loop to Broad Street and the 
northbound and southbound exit ramp from IH 610 
South Loop to Broad Street will be closed nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31. 
 The closures are associated with an ongoing 
construction project to widen the freeway from 
three to fi ve lanes in each direction and the front-
age roads from two to three lanes in each direc-
tion. 

Self-defense classes go virtual
 The American Society of Karate has virtu-
al self-defense classes for teens and adults (ages 
13-80). These classes are Fridays at 7:30 p.m. 
in the comfort of one’s own home. No previous 
self-defense or martial arts experience is nec-
essary. Fill out a form at https://ringcentr.al/2X
pnHWj to preregister. 
 For additional information www.AskKarate. 
com or www.facebook.com/askkarate, email On-
line@AskKarate.com or call 281-788-5930. 

School info updated online
 The procedures for reopening local schools 
are regularly changing, as area school districts 
are working from recommendations from public 
health offi cials, which are also in fl ux, due to the 
ongoing spread of COVID-19. (See related story 
this page.) 
 Parents are urged to routinely check the website 
or social media pages of their child’s school dis-
trict/campus. 
 Pasadena ISD parents may visit www.pasade
naisd.org, while Clear Creek ISD parents may vis-
it www.ccisd.net. Updates will also be provided on 
the Leader’s Facebook page.

COVID escalation alters PISD, CCISD, SJC plans
 With the number of COVID-19 cases still 
continuing to climb, local offi cials are re-exam-
ining their positions on reopening area schools in 
the fall.

Harris County
 Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo and Har-
ris County Public Health Executive Director Dr. 
Umair Shah on Monday, July 20, sent a letter to 
local school district superintendents across the 
county outlining a series of recommendations 
schools should take to protect the health and 
safety of students, teachers, staff and the com-
munity as a whole, including delayed opening 
for in-person instruction.

 In the letter, Hidalgo and Shah strongly urge 
schools to follow new Texas Education Agen-
cy provisions allowing an eight-week online in-
struction waiver, halting in-person instruction 
until at least October. Hidalgo and Shaw also re-
quest school districts make accommodations for 
remote learning, cancel all extracurricular activ-
ities until in-person instruction resumes, and for 
written plans to be developed and shared with 
parents and community members regarding steps 
that will be taken to promote health and safety on 
campus.
 “Today, our community remains in the midst of 
a severe and uncontrolled spread of COVID-19,” 

Hidalgo said in s statement. “The fastest way to 
reopen our schools over the long haul is to fl at-
ten and – just as importantly – substantially bring 
down our hospitalization curve.
 “We commend local school districts who 
have made the hard decision to defer in-person 
instruction. We know that this has been a very 
challenging time for everyone in our community 
-- and particularly so for students, teachers and 
parents. In-person instruction is vital for the ed-
ucational development and social well-being of 
children and young adults. In addition to their 

key roles in learning, schools promote the devel-
opment of social and emotional skills and offer 
opportunities for physical activities. For low-in-
come families, schools also provide much need-
ed food assistance by offering students healthy 
meals and access to resources they may not oth-
erwise have. 
 “We must come to grips with the fact that in 
order to learn and grow, students must be healthy 
and safe. That means not setting arbitrary dates 
for reopening schools that provide false hope, 

Continued on Page 2

 The alert actions of deputies from Harris Coun-
ty Precinct 8 Constable Phil Sandlin’s offi ce led to 
multiple felony charges 
being fi led Tuesday, July 
14, at a convenience store 
located along I-45 near 
Dixie Farm.
 According to San-
dlin’s offi ce, at approx-
imately 10:50 p.m., 
Precinct 8 deputies D. 
Bustos and J. Mitch-
ell were on patrol in 
the 15300 block of the 
Gulf Freeway, near Dix-
ie Farm Road when both 
deputies observed a male and a female, identifi ed 
as 29-year-old Carnell Walker and 28-year-old Bri-
anna Simon, enter a gray Dodge minivan in the 
parking lot of a Shell gas station. Deputies recog-
nized Walker from a previous arrest involving him 
being in possession of a stolen vehicle and narcot-

ics. Knowing this, a check on the minivan’s license 
plate was conducted, as the van drove off at a high rate of 
speed traveling north on the 
Gulf Freeway service road, 
with Walker driving. The re-
cords check showed the van 
was listed as stolen by the 
Pasadena Police Department.
 Mitchell and Bustos fol-
lowed and caught up to the 
van as it entered the main 
lanes of the Gulf Freeway. 
 A felony traffi c stop was 
conducted, and the vehicle
conducted, as the van drove 
off at a high rate of speed 
traveling north on the Gulf 
Freeway service road, with Walker driving. 
 The records check showed the Pasadena Police De-
partment listed the van as stolen.
 Mitchell and Bustos followed and caught up to the 
van as it entered the main lanes of the Gulf Freeway. 
A felony traffi c stop was conducted, and the vehicle 
 Continued on Page 4

Alert officer leads to felony arrest

On Wednesday, July 15 – one day after narrowly defeating incumbent Chris Diaz in the hard 
fought contest to become the Democratic nominee for the position of Harris County Precinct 
2 constable – Jerry Garcia (left) addressed the Clear Brook City MUD board, which oversees 
the local Precinct 2 patrol contract. While Garcia will still face Republican Daniel Vela in 
November’s general election, he is expected to assume the new role of constable in January, 
as the precinct is heavily Democratic. Clear Brook City MUD board members shown above 
are, left to right, Chris Clark, Chuck Tylka and Jim Bishop.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Garcia visits CBC board meeting

 The Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
recently hosted a virtual forum with local med-
ical leaders to discuss the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.
 On July 14, BAHEP offi cials teamed up with 
coronavirus research experts Dr. Scott C. Weaver, 
scientifi c director of the Galveston National Labo-
ratory, and infectious disease physician Dr. Susan 
McLellan, medical director of the Biocontainment 
Patient Care Unit at the University of Texas Med-
ical Branch. Approximately 200 people joined the 
update through the virtual meeting held on Zoom.
 Longtime South Belt resident and BAHEP 
President Bob Mitchell began the meeting by 
thanking McLellan and Weaver for taking the 
time from their busy schedules to provide the up-
date.

Basics behind the virus
 Weaver spoke of the basics behind the virus 
saying, “Coronaviruses have been around for a 
long time, and we’ve known about them for a 
long time. Even before 2002, we knew that coro-
naviruses caused a number of important diseases 
in agriculturally important animals. We learned 
a lot about how they replicate, how they hijack 
cells to make many more virus particles of them-
selves, and how that leads to disease in animals.
 “Fast forward to December of last year when 
there were some reports of pulmonary illness in 
China. It turns out retrospectively now that fi rst 
cases probably occurred a little before that. In 
January of this year, the outbreak started getting a 
lot of attention. The World Health Organization,

Continued on Page 4

BAHEP hosts COVID Zoom discussion

Carnell WalkerBrianna Simon

 COVID-19 testing is now being conducted at 
the Scarsdale Family Health Center, located at 
10851 Scarsdale, Suite 160.The site is just one of 
11 such sites in the Greater Houston area being 
operated by the Community Health Network.
 Another nearby location is the Pearland Family 
Health Center, at 2552 E. Broadway, Suite 102.
 All tests are free of charge. Additional lab work 
is covered by many insurance providers.
 All test recipients must undergo a prescreening 
process. Having symptoms is not necessary to have 

a test conducted. The health centers follows Cen-
ters for Disease Control guidelines, which allow 
for health care workers, first responders, exposed 
individuals and high-risk individuals to be tested.
 Residents wishing to be prescreened for a test 
should call the Community Health Network’s 
COVID-19 response line 281-954-4850. Health 
care officials will then tell the residents where 
and when to go for testing.
 For additional information or to see a complete 
listing of testing locations, visit www.mychn.org. 

COVID testing available at Scarsdale

350

400

450

500

550

600

650

300

250

200

150

100

50

0
4-21 4-28 5-5 5-12 5-19 5-26 6-2 6-9 6-16 6-23 6-30 7-7 7-14 7-21 7

Area ZIPs see major COVID increase
See story on sidebar this page

 Burglaries of commercial work vehicles 
continue to be reported in the South Belt area. 
 Most recently, thieves targeted a work truck 
around 2 a.m. Wednesday, July 15, in the Edge-
brook area, which is patrolled by the Houston 
Police Department.
 Clear video surveillance footage of the in-
cident appears to show the same two suspects 
that were pictured on Page 1 of the July 16 
edition of the Leader for taking part in a sim-
ilar crime in the Precinct 2 constable’s patrol 
area.
 Commercial vans have also been targeted in 
the burglaries, but the crimes are taking place 
in residential neighborhoods. The thieves ap-
pear to be searching for tools.

 Photos and surveillance footage of the sus-
pects have also been widely distributed on so-
cial media, with at least one victim offering 
reward for information on the case.
 Police are seeking at least two suspects, 
both young black males, one with dreadlocks 
and a neck tattoo. 
 The crooks may have been traveling in a red 
vehicle. Anyone with any information about 
incidents in the city limits is urged to contact 
HPD’s Burglary and Theft Division at 713-
308-0900.
 Anyone with any information about incidents 
outside the city limits is urged to contact Precinct 
2 Sgt. Robert Sanchez at 281-481-9189 or rob
ert.sanchez@cn2.hctx.net.

Commercial vehicles targeted

 Gov. Greg Abbott on July 17 announced that 
the state of Texas will allocate $200 million in 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Securi-
ty (CARES) Act funding to the Texas Education 
Agency for the purchase of eLearning devices 
and home internet solutions to enable remote 
learning during the COVID-19 pandemic for stu-
dents that lack connectivity.
 Abbott was joined in the announcement by Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick, House Speaker Dennis Bon-
nen, Senate Finance Committee Chair Jane Nel-
son, Vice Chair Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa, House 
Appropriations Committee Chair Giovanni 
Capriglione and Vice Chair Oscar Longoria.

Gov. Abbott allocates $200M to CARES
 With this funding, the TEA will purchase and 
distribute devices, hotspots, routers and more 
based on specifi c needs identifi ed by local edu-
cation agencies (LEAs). The funding would be 
used to establish a reimbursement program with 
a matching fund component tied to locally con-
trolled Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF) or LEA 
local funding. This funding is in addition to a 
previously announced distribution of up to $400 
million of CRF to reimburse districts for COVID 
expenses incurred during the 2019-2020 school 
year. This funding will also establish a reim-
bursement program for devices and home inter-

Continued on Page 4

 Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Parker Williams Library is still closed for internal 
use. The library staff is working hard to serve the 
South Belt community by providing free lunches 
from the Houston Food Bank, checking out books 
to the community through no contact curbside ser-
vice and by providing free virtual library programs 
through their Facebook and Instagram pages.
 Free lunches from the Houston Food Bank are 
available Monday through Friday from noon to 2 
p.m. Meals are on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis 
for community members ages 18 and younger. 
Children should be in the car to receive a meal, 
but parents and caregivers can show a school ID, 
report card or birth certifi cate in their absence.

 Residents interested in checking out books, 
DVDs and CDs have options. Visit the HCPL.net 
website and place holds on specifi c titles through 
one’s online account. 
 Patrons may also call 832-927-7870 and li-
brary staff will check the shelves for a title of 
interest. Residents can request a custom book 
bundle to check out at https://www.hcpl.net/ser
vices/book-bundles.
 These services are available using the Beam-
er Road entrance to the library. There are two 
no-contact curbside pick-up spots to pick up 
available holds. In addition, the library is offering 
virtual programs and library activities which are 
listed on Page 2.

PW Library still serving area

 San Jacinto College has moved its spring 
commencement online. The ceremony was orig-
inally postponed from May to August due to 
COVID-19, and will now take place virtually.
 “We know this is not how the class of 2020 
planned to celebrate their graduation, but due to 
COVID-19 concerns we had to make the deci-
sion to transition our ceremony online,” said Dr. 
Brenda Hellyer, San Jacinto College chancellor. 
“We invite all of our graduates, along with their 
friends and families, to gather online to honor 
and celebrate their achievements from the safety 

and comfort of their home.”
  The Aug. 7 virtual ceremony will be held at 7 
p.m., and will be livestreamed on YouTube. Each 
graduate will be recognized with their photo and 
credential information, and the ceremony will 
include remarks from Hellyer and other college 
leaders.
 For more information and for the YouTube 
link when it is available, visit sanjac.edu/com
mencement. 
 For information about the college’s COVID 
response, visit sanjac.edu/coronavirus.

San Jac commencement to be online

Total cases by zip code:   77034   77075   77089   Recoveries per zip code as of 7-21-20:  
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New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday Wednesday

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Leader checks out 
social media

In My Opinion

Rhoda Lanell 
Dotson

 On July 9, 2020, Rhoda 
Lanell (Goodrich) Dotson, 
85, peacefully left this life 
and went to her eternal re-
ward.
 She was born Nov. 10, 
1934, to Davis and Flor-
ence Goodrich in Limestone 
County, Texas. She gradu-
ated from Groesbeck High 
School and moved to Hous-
ton with a friend to take a 
job as a secretary for Hous-
ton Lighting and Power. 
 While out dancing one 
night with her friends, Rho-
da met a handsome young 
man named Duard Darnell 
Dotson. The two were mar-
ried Dec. 30, 1955. After 
becoming pregnant sever-
al months later, Rhoda left 
the workforce and became a 
stay-at-home mother.
 Rhoda and Darnell 
moved to the fi nal section 
of the Beverly Hills subdi-
vision in 1965 and lived in 
the same house for the rest 
of their adult lives. 
 They became well known 
in the neighborhood, as they 
spent countless hours at the 
Little League fi elds with 
their sons, both of whom 
graduated from J. Frank Do-
bie High School. 
 Naturally social in per-
sonality, Rhoda became a 
huge asset when she decid-
ed to become an Avon repre-
sentative, a job she held for 
many years. 
 She also spent hours win-
dow shopping at Almeda 
Mall, and one of her favorite 
activities was having a piece 
of pie and a cup of coffee at 
Picadilly Cafeteria. 
 Rhoda was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
husband in 2001; her son 
Glenn Dotson in 2016; and 
all her siblings Homer Go-

Garcia thanks
voters, community
Dear friends, neighbors, constituents,
 I wanted to take the opportunity to say 
THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!!!! WE DID IT!!! 
Without your support we could not have 
done what we did. For twenty months I 
gave 110% to our campaign and I gave 
110% to YOU. 
 I know your concerns. I listened I un-
derstand. I care. With my 22 years of law 
enforcement experience, your trust, and 
God’s will, we won. Over the past few 
years we have seen a rise in crime, ma-
jor accidents at the Beltway, homeless 
encampments and the drugs and pros-
titution associated with them, and other 
issues which concern you. Unfortunate-
ly, not enough has been done to address 
your concerns. 
 I promise, change is coming. Togeth-
er we overcame the fi rst hurdle but I 
will need you once again in November. 
These are OUR communities and your 
concerns will be addressed. Our Con-
stable’s offi ce will be open, transparent, 
honest, and most importantly, account-
able. As I have for over 22 years, I prom-
ise to continue to serve you humbly and 
with a compassionate heart. 
 God placed me in a position to serve 
on a grander scale and I promise I will 
not let you down. I know it was God, but 
also you all, who entrusted me with this 
opportunity. I will never forget why I am 
here and I will never forget who I serve. I 
will serve the entire precinct and togeth-
er, we will bring the changes necessary 
to better the lives of our citizens. 
 I will continue to work hard and I ask 
that you please come out and support us 
again in November. Again, from the bot-
tom of my heart, I thank you and I look 
forward to serving you as your Harris 
County Precinct 2 Constable. God Bless 
You All. Sincerely,
 Jerry Garcia 

Ed Jackson: Just 
stop and think
 Yesterday, today, and tomorrow the 
news leads are about the Covid-19 pan-
demic; it’s on TV, radio and in print. It can 

be heard in conversations both public 
and private, between friends and family.  
It can be a conversation starter with com-
plete strangers. It can be seen almost 
anywhere one looks as more and more 
of us are wearing masks. And, sadly, it 
can be personal when someone we know 
tests positive, or is hospitalized. Or dies.
 Yet with all this, there are still many 
among us who choose to believe the vi-
rus is one or more of the following:
1) a hoax, 2) not as serious as made out 
to be, 3) something other people get, 4) 
hyped by the media for ratings, 5) just a 
scheme to ruin businesses and upset the 
economy, and 6) a liberal lie to discredit 
the president.
 Really? Just a little critical thinking 
should dismiss the “hoax” hoax. The 
whole world is part of some US hoax?  
Really? Not a serious health issue? Re-
ally? There are more than a few who, 
prior to being infected, now admit they 
thought is wasn’t a big deal. Of course 
it’s number one in the media because it 
effects so many tens of millions of peo-
ple. Really. Something to make mess up 
the economy just to make the incumbent 
look bad up to the election? Think about 
it; the whole world is in voluntary fi nancial 
straits in the hope he doesn’t get re-elect-
ed? Really?
 And then there is the resistance to 
wearing a mask in public. Reasons giv-
en for not wearing one are: 1) it makes 
breathing hard, 2) it’s politically incorrect, 
3) it doesn’t help anyway, 4) Covid-19 is 
a hoax so why bother, 5) it’s just another 
attempt of governmental overreach, and 
6) it’s a free country thus a free choice.
 Lets take a minute to consider some 
of these excuses. It makes breathing 
hard? For a few minutes maybe, but not 
nearly as hard as on a ventilator. If one 
is available, that is. A mask is not a polit-
ical statement, it’s more like an IQ test.  If 
mask don’t help then why do all fi rst re-
sponders wear them? It’s hard to believe 
that all medical staff wear them daily for 
hours on end just to perpetuate a hoax.  
Overreach?  Like requiring licenses and 
limits for so many other things as prac-
ticing medicine, driving, fi shing, operat-
ing businesses, etc. And in a truly “free 
country” should one be free to speed thru 
neighborhood streets and school zones, 
even smoke in restaurants and bars, or 

choose to use either restroom? Who 
knows, in a really free country maybe 
one could, just for fun, yell “There is NO 
fi re” in a crowded theater.
 In the real world we try to fi nd the best 
or most qualifi ed mechanics, plumbers, 
dentists, A/C repairmen to do the things 
we can’t. We wouldn’t hire a lawyer who 
cares nothing about winning our case.  
We do these things because we’re smart 
and we care about the results. We trust 
the airlines to do the same with their me-
chanics and pilots. Who wants a bus driv-
er, even the best one, fl ying the plane?

 This virus isn’t responding to hopes 
and prayers. It isn’t stopped by walls or 
borders. It doesn’t respect social status 
or political party. It’s not intimidated by 
threats or bullying, nor does it react to 
hunches or high temperatures.
 It is what it is, and that’s more com-
plicated than most of us understand. But 
we don’t have to. At the present time, our 
best chances to protect ourselves and 
others are to listen to the medical and 
scientifi c professionals and do our seri-
ous best to follow their advice.
 Ed Jackson

Teresa Michelle 
Wood

 Teresa Michelle (Wilk-
erson) Wood, 58, was born 
Oct. 22, 1961, in France, to 
Luther and Marie Wilker-
son. 
 She was a dual citizen of 
the U.S. and France, being 
born while her father was in 
the Air Force.
 She lived in the South 
Belt area and went to Dobie 
High School. She died May 
5, 2020.
 She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
33 years, James Earl Wood 
(Jim) and her father Luther 
Wilkerson.   
 She leaves behind daugh-
ters Crystal Glasscock of 
Temple, Texas, and Sa-
mantha Wood of Houston; 
granddaughters Makay-
la Glasscock and Kelsie 
Glasscock of Temple; her 
mother Marie Wilkerson; 
brothers Mike and Jimmy 
Wilkerson, both of League 
City; and her mother-in-law 
Gloria DuPuy of Houston.
 Teresa will be missed by 
many and loved by all.

Janice
McDonald

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 Bracewell Branch Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. The phones are open Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, noon to 7 p.m., at 832-393-2580 for information. 

Bracewell HPL To Go curbside service is in operation
 Contactless Curbside services, known as HPL To Go, is available Mondays, noon to 7 p.m.; 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Customers walking or 
riding a bike may also pick up reserved materials. For questions, call circulation administration at 
832-393-2222. Note that all overdue fi nes/fees will be waived through Jan. 1, 2021. 
 To use HPL To Go:  
 1. Place a hold through the online catalog or by phone. 
 2. Receive email or phone call of notifi cation prior to scheduling a time for pickup.  
 3. Upon arrival, park and stay in the vehicle and call to notify staff of arrival. 
 4. Have MY Link card number and PIN ready. 

Bracewell Summer Reading Program
 The Summer Reading Program runs through  Aug. 15. Visit www.houstonlibrary.org/summer 
to register and log one’s reading. Use the Beanstack Tracker app on iOS and Android to make 
logging easy. See the HPL website for storytimes, crafts, STEM and special events. 2020 Environ-
mental Education Summer Programs are being offered through Harris County Precinct 1. Fun and 
engaging virtual programs with live animals are scheduled every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
 Mondays, 1 p.m. Nature Detectives (grades 1 – 4)
 Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. Polliwog Club (ages 3 – 5)
 Fridays, 1 p.m. Conservation Conversations (grades 5–8)
  The programs will use WebEx, a free video conferencing program which works on a smart-
phone, tablet or computer. For those unfamiliar with the program, visit https://www.google.com/
search?client=fi refox-b-1-d&q=WebEx+instructions for a step-by-step tutorial and tips.
 For questions or concerns or for a child care agency interested in having a personalized lesson 
outside of the above schedule, email Christina.hartman@cp1.hctx.net.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned with no overdue fees. The library 
continues to provide online resources so the public can enjoy the library at home. Large items such 
as FLIP kits or laptops should not be placed in the book drop. Keep those items until further notice.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library is focusing on providing electronic resources, books, audiobooks, 
databases for research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for any resi-
dent of Texas with a temporary library card. To get a library card, visit www.houstonlibrary.org, on 
the Home Page, and fi nd the heading Here’s What’s Happening. Under that heading, there will be 
three cards. The middle one is Free Resources for All. Click on the card which will go to the page 
that lists the digital resources available and a link to obtain a temporary card.
 Also, under the heading Here’s What’s Happening, look for the fi rst card on the left, click on the 
heading titled Online Resources for Kids. One of the programs listed is Virtual Storytime. This is 
provided every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes can be found 
on Facebook by searching Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual program is 
Craft. Soon there will be STEM programs.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services remain available 24/7 
with a MY Link Library Card at www.houstonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-audiobooks, 
streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Until further 
notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and check-out. 
HPL has a robust  collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog to determine  if a 
previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading the 
e-book or audio book are also on the site.
 All due dates for existing borrowed materials will be extended through the closure period. Until 
further  notice, no new late fees and fi nes will be assessed during the closure period, retroactive 
to March 14, 2020. While the Bracewell Branch Library remains closed, Wi-Fi service is still 
available for residents to utilize. If a customer has a device, such as a phone, laptop or tablet but no 
Wi-Fi, they can come to the library and gain access by standing/sitting within 6 feet of the building. 
There is no need for a password. All one needs to do is go to Settings, then Network and Internet, 
Wi-Fi, and then connect to HPL – Public.
 HPL appreciates book donations, but is not accepting them at this time. The library staff re-
quests that donations do not get placed outside library buildings, or at the book drops.
 Visit www.houstonlibrary.org to fi nd virtual programs, and digital resources including e-books, 
e-audiobooks, streaming music and videos, online learning, online tutoring, and much more. For 
more information visit www.houstonlibrary.org to fi nd out how to chat with a librarian 24/7, or 
how to send questions through HPL’s email reference.

Parker Williams Library 
 The Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 832-927-7870 for infor-
mation.
 The information for Parker Williams reads:
 “All Harris County Public Library locations remain closed to the public. We will provide ser-
vice updates as they are developed. The book drop at Parker Williams Library is open. No late fees 
will be charged during the library closures. Borrowers may return library materials to the exterior 
book drops at most HCPL locations. Do not leave any items outside the library or drop box.”

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up” is up and running!
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pick-up, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have your library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pick-up time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving at the library, follow the instructions given.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Curbside hours are:
   Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
   Friday, 1 p.m. – 6 p.m.
   Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
 Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for more information. 

Online services
 Harris County Public Library will continue to offer a wide array of online services:
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s Drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research, and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check your account to renew loans or request books.
 – e-Books, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive.
 – Stream classic fi lms, indie cinema, and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 For those who do not have an HCPL library card, instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s 
digital materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.
hcpl.net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. 
 For more information, visit https://www.hcpl.net or call 832-927-7870. 

odrich, Chesley Goodrich, 
Vera Stewart, Louise Reed, 
Hazel Oakes and Mary Beth 
Stewart.
 She is survived by her 
son Mark Dotson of Hous-
ton; daughter-in-law Renée 
Dotson of Friendswood; 
grandson Daniel Dotson of 
Friendswood; granddaugh-
ter Caitlin Dotson of Kerr-
ville; great-grandson Ever-
ett Gilchrest of Kerrville; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 
 In lieu of fl owers, the 
family members request 
donations to the Hous-
ton Food Bank at hous
tonfoodbank.org.

Grass Restoration Notice
Sanitary Sewer & 

Manhole Rehabilitation
 

Phase 2&3 Within 
Clear Brook City Municipal District
Dear Resident, 
 Please be advised the grass has been re-
stored in the area our crews worked in. 
 Please note, it is the resident’s respon-
sibility to water the new grass for the 
roots to grow deeply.
 We recommend providing ½ to 1 inch of 
water to the new grass 2 to 3 times a week 
for the next three weeks, especially during 
the summer season. After the two weeks 
we recommend to water as needed. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact us by email. 

Email: comments@nerieconst.com                                               

By Natalie Abarca
 A member of People of 
Sagemont 2 Facebook group 
posted that there was a white  
vehicle with a woman getting 
out stealing packages. The 
member states that their mom 
happened to be sitting in the  
front part of the house and 
saw UPS drop off a package,  
then not even a few minutes 
later the white car backed up 
and a woman got out to steal 
the package. 
 The member’s mother 
was able to get to the package 
before the woman, then the 
woman ran back to the vehi-
cle and took off. The incident 
happened on Thursday, July 
16, blocks away from Atkin-
son Elementary. 
 The member states that 
they could not provide a de-
scription since it happened 
so fast and the woman was 
wearing a mask.
 On the same Facebook 
group a member posted 
that on Saturday, July 18, at 
Valero/Circle K on Beamer 
Road and Kirkfair Drive a 
lady walked in to get water 
and a charger and about six-
ty seconds later the member 

walked out at the same time 
and the lady’s car was stolen 
that fast. The lady left her car 
running since she thought 
she’d be in and out. The local 
police were called, but there 
was no response. The mem-
ber wanted to alert the com-
munity to stay safe.
 A member of Southbelt 
This & That  (Offi cial) Face-
book group posted that two 
individuals who looked like 
teenagers, walked by the 
member’s house and stole bi-
cycles that were on the drive-
way. The incident happened 
Saturday, July 18, around 
2:30 a.m., on Sagegreen 
Drive and Sageking.
 A member of The Offi -
cial South Belt & Sagemont 
Area Crime Alert Facebook 
group shared a post of a sur-
veillance video of a male and 
female in a U-Haul and steal-
ing a bike. The incident hap-
pened Friday, July 17.
 On the same Facebook 
group a member shared a 
post of a break-in at the Sta-
dia Sports Grill on Pearland 
Parkway Tuesday, July 21, 
at 5 a.m. The post states that 
only a small amount of cash 

was taken and that the cost 
of repairs will be more than 
what was taken. The owners 
are asking for any informa-
tion on the suspect in the sur-
veillance video to contact the 
owner directly.

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
(Modified during COVID-19)

Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*

*Also Available on Facebook Live 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

 Janice Kirby McDonald,  
79, died peacefully July 2, 
2020.
 She was born June 17, 
1941, in Warren County, Ky., 
to P.H. and Mamie Kirby. 
 Jan went to Warren Coun-
ty High School where she met 
the love of her life Charles 
Wayne McDonald in 1957. 
Jan and Charles married on 
May 21, 1958, and spent 62 
loving years together. 
 On June 1, 1972, Jan and 
Charles moved to Houston. In 
1978, they joined Sagemont 
Church, where they could 
most often be seen sitting be-
hind the pastor in the second 
row. 
 Jan was a wonderful, 
dedicated and loving moth-
er to their children Theresa 
Lynn Walker, Cary Alan Mc-
Donald, Kevin Wayne Mc-
Donald, Kelly Christopher 
McDonald and Jamie Mc-
Donald Dillard. 
 She treasured her children 
and embraced every moment 
with them. Jan was a grand-
mother, great-grandmother 
and great-great-grandmother 
to so many. She especially 
loved her and Charles’ roles as 
Meme and Pepe (Jan defi nite-
ly won that naming war). Suf-
fi ce it to say, that the holidays 
were not only interesting, but 
very crowded.
 Jan made friends every-
where she went, which was a 
necessity as Charles has never 
met a stranger. 
 Her favorite things in life 
were fl owers, shopping and, 
most importantly, her family 
and Jesus. She will be dearly 
missed and forever in her fam-
ily’s hearts. 
 Her funeral is scheduled 
for 2 p.m. July 23, 2020, at 
Niday Funeral Home, 12440 
Beamer Road.

Continued from Page 1
dates this virus does not 
recognize or respect. In-
stead, our focus should be 
on thresholds and on devel-
oping measured reopening 
plans,” said Hidalgo.

Pasadena ISD
 As for Pasadena ISD, the 
school district has pushed 
back all in-person instruc-
tion until the second week 
of September. Pasadena ISD 
Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn 
Powell released the follow-
ing statement:
 “As we work on our plans 
for reopening schools, we 
continue to seek guidance 
regarding face-to-face in-
struction with the recent 
rise in cases across our 
community, cities and state. 
Thank you for the 31,000+ 
responses to our back-to-
school survey. 
 Over 65 percent of par-
ents asked for virtual learn-
ing for at least the start of 
the school year, and we are 
working hard to be able to 
roll out the best possible 
learning platform for all stu-
dents PK-12. I want to pro-
vide you an update on a few 
items of importance:
 “There has been exten-
sive discussion and collab-
oration about how to best 
proceed with instructional 
delivery once school offi -
cially starts Aug. 18. Due to 
the continual rise in trans-
mission of COVID across 
our community, we have 
determined the best course 
of action at this time is to 
provide all instruction virtu-
ally until Sept. 8, when our 
buildings will open for those 
choosing to learn in a face-
to-face environment with 
their peers. Our hope is that 
in the additional time away 
from our buildings that we 
will help our communities 
fl atten the curve prior to al-
lowing students to return to 
campus. 
 After Sept. 8, any fami-
ly who chose virtual learn-
ing will continue to do so 
until they feel comfortable 
sending their child to their 
assigned campus for face-
to-face learning. We realize 
this delay in offering face-
to-face instruction will place 
a burden on some of our 
families who desperately 
need childcare in order to 
work and we are looking at 
ways to provide alternatives 
during this delay.
 “With the additional 
three weeks of required 
virtual learning, principals, 
teachers and staff will have 
extra time to prepare class-

rooms, safety protocols and 
building procedures. It will 
also provide teachers the 
time they need to establish 
“onboarding” opportunities 
for all students to become 
accustomed to the virtual 
curriculum in the event that 
we are required to return 
to a virtual setting at any 
point during the school year. 
Teachers will provide virtual 
instruction during the school 
day following an established 
schedule similar to the one 
that will be followed once 
face-to-face school resumes.
 “Please know these de-
cisions are made with much 
deliberation and consulta-
tion with our board of trust-
ees and local and state guid-
ance, which continues to 
evolve. Safety has, and will 
continue to be, the top pri-
ority and will guide all deci-
sions we make as a district. 
We appreciate your contin-
ued support, patience and 
understanding as we contin-
ue to navigate this pandemic 
together.”

Clear Creek ISD
 The Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District 
Board of Trustees approved 
a modifi cation to the 2020-
2021 academic calendar to 
provide a gradual transition 
of students into the schools, 
as well as to provide teach-
ers and staff time on campus 
to be trained on safety pro-
tocols, receive professional 
learning on technology solu-
tions and overall prepare for 
the moment students walk 
into the school doors.
 “We will do this right and 
safely so that we provide the 
learning experiences our stu-
dents deserve and have been 
waiting for since March,” 
said Clear Creek ISD Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. 
Greg Smith. “This plan has 
received the support of the 
Galveston County Health 
Department and area physi-
cians.”
 The transition into the 
2020-2021 school year de-
lays the offi cial start of 
school from Aug. 18 to Aug. 
24. Aug. 24 is the offi cial 
start date of school under 
Texas law, which states 
schools may not begin any 
earlier than the fourth Mon-
day of August.
 Since Clear Creek ISD 
is a District of Innovation, 
it has had the fl exibility to 
change its start date. Mov-
ing to August 24 aligns with 
Texas law.
 The week of August 
24, all students will begin 
instruction in the School-

to-Home learning model, 
where students learn online 
from home and teachers pro-
vide direct instruction from 
their classroom.
 “This week will be a great 
opportunity to train students 
on our technology applica-
tions and give teachers time 
to work directly with stu-
dents in a distance learning, 
live environment,” said Dr. 
Steven Ebell, deputy super-
intendent of Curriculum and 
Instruction. “In the event of 
a COVID-19 disruption this 
year, this will be the way we 
provide continuous instruc-
tion to students as they work 
from home. It is important, 
in this world of COVID-19, 
that students and teachers 
feel confi dent learning in a 
virtual environment. We also 
want to take the opportuni-
ty to show parents and stu-
dents that School-to-Home 
is not what they experienced 
during the emergency clo-
sure.”
 The week of Aug. 31, the 
school district will welcome 
pre-kindergarten, kindergar-
ten, sixth grade and ninth-
grade students who have se-
lected the brick-and-mortar 
learning. This will provide 
time for these important 
transitions in a child’s edu-
cational journey. Then the 
week of Sept. 8, all students 
who have elected for brick-
and-mortar learning will 
return to school with safety 
measures in place, including 
wearing a face mask.
 For those families who 
would like another option 
for learning in Clear Creek 
ISD, they may enroll their 
children in Clear Con-
nections Online Learning 
Program. This is open to 
students in grades K-12. 
Instruction is provided by 
CCISD teachers in a struc-
tured day. Additional cours-
es for high school have been 
added based on student in-
terest. To learn more, visit 
clearconnections.ccisd.net.
 Clear Creek ISD is ask-
ing parents to select their 
learning choice as soon as 
possible to allow for ade-
quate staffi ng for Brick and 
Mortar as well as Clear Con-
nections Online Learning 
Program. 
 Parents may make that 
selection by logging into 
their Skyward Family Ac-
cess Account and complet-
ing the 2020-2021 Back to 
School forms located on the 
left side of the screen.
 For more details on 
CCISD’s reopening plan, 
visit www.ccisd.net/reopen.

COVID escalation alters plans

A&M AgriLife Home Grown lecture July 23 
 The Home Grown lecture series presentation of “Offbeat Garden Eats,” by Brandi Keller, 
Harris County Master Gardener program coordinator, is scheduled for Thursday, July 23, 
from 10 to 10:30 a.m. Register for the free virtual event through Eventbrite at https://home
grown2020july.eventbrite.com/.  The deadline to register is 8 a.m. July 23.
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Kaisers celebrate 50th anniversary

Happy anniversary wishes 
are in order for Dr. Klaus and 
Christa Kaiser, residents of 
Sagemeadow since 1975. The 
couple celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary July 17. 
They met in Bonn, Germany. In 
1970 they followed an invitation 
from the University of Houston 
where Klaus started to work as 
a professor in the Department 
of mathematics, where he cur-
rently teaches and works as the 
editor of the Houston Journal of 
Mathematics. Christa worked 
with several companies in Ger-
many and in Houston, and re-
tired in 2011. Christa joined the 
Harris County Master Garden-
ers in 2003 and is still an active 
member of the Precinct 2 Ge-
noa Friendship Garden. In ear-
lier years they enjoyed camping 
in many national parks. Klaus 
and Christa love traveling 
throughout the United States 
and Europe. Their daughter 
Hilde Kaiser attended Frazier 
Elementary, Thompson Inter-
mediate and Dobie High School. 
Hilde received her bachelor’s 
degree at Texas A&M Univer-
sity and her master’s degree at 
the University of Chicago. The 
Kaisers have one grandchild, 
Karl Michalski, who resides in 
Evanston-Chicago. 

 The Coast Guard Founda-
tion, a nonprofi t organization 
committed to strengthening 
the Coast Guard communi-
ty and service by supporting 
members and families, an-
nounced it is preparing for 
the Atlantic hurricane season, 
predicted by NOAA to be an 
especially active one.  
 The Foundation is tak-
ing the necessary steps to be 
ready to assist Coast Guard 
members and families who 
may be impacted by hurri-
canes and other natural disas-
ters this year.
 When natural disasters 
like a hurricane strikes, Coast 
Guard members are often 

the fi rst to respond; leaving 
their own families, impacted 
homes and property behind 
to aid others in distress. 
 The organization assess-
es member and family needs 
through its disaster relief and 
response program to ensure 
they quickly get the resources 
needed to bounce back from 
the devastation.
  Knowing that their fam-
ilies are being cared for al-
lows Coast Guard members 
to focus on serving their 
neighbors and rebuilding 
their communities. 
 In total, the Foundation 
has invested $3.25 million in 
direct assistance for families 

who have suffered the tragic 
loss of a loved one or needed 
critical support during natural 
disasters and emergencies. 
 This relief has helped with 
temporary housing and home 
repairs, groceries and basic 
essentials and hotels for evac-
uated families.
 “Serving in the Coast 
Guard comes with great sac-
rifi ce,” said Susan Ludwig, 
Coast Guard Foundation 
president. 
 “Members and their fami-
lies must be prepared for in-
juries or losses in a different 
way than everyday Ameri-
cans. The Coast Guard Foun-
dation is there for them when 

Coast Guard Foundation prepares 
for hurricane season response

help is needed.”
 For more information on 
Coast Guard Foundation di-
saster relief or to support 
with a donation, visit https://
coastguardfoundation.org/
coast-guard-support/assist-
coast-guard-members-and-
families-in-times-of-tragedy-
and-disaster.
 For information on how 
to prepare for hurricane 
season, visit https://coast
guardfoundation.org/news/
p r e p a r e - f o r - 2 0 2 0 - h u r r i
cane-season. To learn more 
about the Coast Guard Foun-
dation or to help support its 
work, visit www.coastguard
foundation.org.

 Communities In Schools 
– Bay Area has announced  
it has received a contribu-
tion of $14,300 from the 
Celanese Foundation to sup-
port dropout prevention pro-
gramming for campuses in 
the Clear Creek Independent 
School District.  
 Founded in 1989, Com-
munities In Schools – Bay 
Area is a nonprofi t dropout 
prevention organization that 

provides individualized case 
management services, tar-
geted group activities, and 
campuswide programming 
for students on 20 Clear 
Creek and Dickinson ISD 
campuses. 
 Communities In Schools 
– Bay Area’s services in-
clude basic needs assistance, 
academic interventions, re-
source connection, social 
emotional learning, enrich-

ment activities and behavior-
al health support. 
 Working directly inside 
schools, Communities In 
Schools – Bay Area connects 
students to a caring adult, 
supportive services and re-
sources to help them stay in 
school and reach their poten-
tial.
 The Celanese Foundation 
is an employee-led effort as 
part of Celanese Corporation 

Communities In Schools – Bay Area receives 
$14,300 from Celanese Foundation

(www.celanese.com).
 This is the fourth year 
that Communities In Schools 
– Bay Area has been a ben-
efi ciary of funding from the 
Celanese Foundation. 
 “We are incredibly grate-
ful for this generous contri-
bution from the Celanese 
Foundation. As an Adopt-
A-School partner for Clear 
Creek Intermediate School, 
Celanese and the employees 
at its Clear Lake facility go 
above and beyond in helping 
to meet the needs of our stu-
dents with food, school sup-
plies, and holiday meals and 
gifts.
 “We look forward to con-
tinuing this amazing part-
nership with Celanese for 
the 2020-2021 school year,” 
stated Dr. Peter Wuenschel, 
Executive Director of Com-
munities In Schools – Bay 
Area.
 Communities In Schools 
– Bay Area’s mission is to 
surround students with a 
community of support, em-
powering them to stay in 
school and achieve in life. 
 For more information on 
Communities In Schools – 
Bay Area dropout prevention 
programs, visit www.cisba.
org or call 281-486-6698.
 The Celanese Founda-
tion is an employee-led ef-
fort dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for peo-
ple around the world and 
focuses on initiatives to im-
prove the fundamental living 
conditions of people, with 
a special focus on families 
and children. To learn more 
about the Celanese Founda-
tion, visit https://foundation.
celanese.com/.

 Congresswoman Sylvia 
Garcia (TX-29) introduced 
the Wear Your Mask Act, 
H.R. 7524, which would re-
quire individuals in any fed-
erally owned, leased or oper-
ated facilities or buildings to 
wear a face mask. 
 The resolution would re-
quire all facilities in this cat-
egory to supply face masks at 
all public entrances to those 
who do not have one. 
 This act would be in ef-
fect until the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases determines that 
this requirement is no longer 
needed to prevent the trans-
mission of COVID-19.
 The Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) has shown 
that the spread of COVID-19 
can be signifi cantly reduced 
by wearing a face mask. 
 According to Garcia, un-
precedented numbers of new 
coronavirus cases are seen 
across the country each day, 
and the act will help utilize 
what is already available to 
slow the spread of the virus.

 “In the Houston region 
and across the country, we 
are observing signifi cant 
spikes in the number of 
COVID-19 cases and one of 
the few tools we have at our 
disposal to protect ourselves 
against the spread of this vi-
rus is wearing a face mask,” 
said Garcia. 
 “As Congress contin-
ues to work on additional 
COVID-19 relief efforts, it 
is incumbent upon us to take 
simple common sense ac-
tions that will prioritize the 

Garcia introduces Wear Your Mask Act

 The Clear Creek Edu-
cation Foundation (CCEF) 
was saddened to cancel 
the 14th annual “I Love 
CCISD” fashion show due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, 
originally scheduled for 
Sunday, March 22. 
 During these uncertain 
times, it’s hard to know 
how to ask for community 
support. With that in mind, 
CCEF decided to plan and 
pivot and hosted their fi rst 
ever virtual event, “iLOVE 
CCISD,” supporting teach-
ers, the community’s fi rst re-
sponders for children. 
 The online event lasted 
48 hours, raising $10,000 

through silent auction, raffl e, 
donations and T-shirt sales. 
 With many sponsors and 
donors continuing to sup-
port, the virtual event raised 
$33,000 total to support the 
teachers and students through 
innovative programs in the 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District (CCISD).
 “We were blessed that 
our community sponsors 
supported us through the 
transition and enabled us to 
move forward with our vir-
tual event. It’s a great testa-
ment to the love and support 
we receive from so many 
in the CCISD community,” 
expressed Deborah Laine, 

CCEF executive director.
 Proceeds will support 
teacher grants for the new 
school year that provide in-
novative learning materials 
to CCISD students, beyond 
what CCISD provides.”
 CCEF was thrilled with 
the amount of social media 
buzz generated, with more 
than 10,000 people reached 
online, resulting in more 
than 45 percent of winning 
bidders identifi ed as new 
donors. During the virtual 
event, more than 40 items 
were up for grabs in a silent 
auction format.
 Twenty-two specialty bas-
kets were personally designed 

and created by teachers and 
staff at CCISD schools in 
support of the original CCEF 
fashion show. Other items re-
ceived from community part-
ners were featured as well.
 Guests registered on the 
online bidding platform 
and had fun bidding against 
their friends virtually. 
 “This was my fi rst vir-
tual fundraising event, and 
CCEF did a great job of 
promoting the event in ad-
vance, providing detailed 
information and pictures of 
baskets, and keeping the en-
thusiasm going for the event 
with reminders and notifi ca-
tions,” said Deborah Kropp, 
MRI Technologies CEO.  
“Thank you, CCEF, for 
your efforts to support our 
teachers and our children’s 
education during these chal-
lenging times!”
 In addition to the auc-
tion items, CCEF sold raffl e 
tickets for a beautiful David 
Yurman necklace, donated 
by Lewis Jewelers. Congrat-
ulations go to Lori Schubert, 
with Ron Carter Cadillac 
Hyundai, for having the 
lucky winning ticket.
 Each year, CCEF hosts a 
Kinderart contest through-
out the district. Congratu-
lations go to Josiah Hall, 
kindergartner in Char-
lotte Aalund’s art class, at 
League City Elementary, for 
designing the 2020 winning 
Kinderart.
 Hall’s art was featured 
on CCEF’s T-shirts for sale 
leading up to and during 
the virtual event. Along 
with Hall’s art, the top fi ve 
fi nalists from the contest 
had their art featured on 
individual notecards for 
sale. Lydia Foster, North 

Education foundation’s 1st 
virtual event raises $33,000 

Pointe Elementary; Liv Vig-
il, Brookwood Elementary; 
Kaylee Coguox, McWhirter 
Elementary; Parker Standif-
er, League City Elementa-
ry; and Savannah Robbins, 
Ralph Parr Elementary were 
the young aspiring artists 
selected and featured on this 
year’s notecards.
 CCEF is very grateful for 
the continued support of the 
community as well as the 
event sponsors.
 This event would not have 
been possible without the 
businesses and individuals 
including Mercedes-Benz 
of Clear Lake, Chemical 
Process and Production, 
UTMB Health, Elite Care 
24 Hour Emergency, Amoco 
Federal Credit Union, Bea-
con Federal Credit Union, 
Memorial Hermann, Orrick, 
Herrington and Sutcliffe, 
Ron Carter Cadillac Hyund-
ai, Service Steel Warehouse, 
Rob and Jill Kaale, Jay and 
Carrie Cunningham, Ann 
Hammond, Houston Meth-
odist Clear Lake Hospital, 
Nicholas and Kari Long, 
Elaine Rister, Plant Process 
Equipment Inc., Ron Car-
ter Autoland-Alvin, Texan 
Bank, South Shore Harbor 
Resort and Conference Cen-
ter, The Mackay Family and 
Women Who Wish.

About CCEF 
 Established in 1992, 
the Clear Creek Educa-
tion Foundation is a 501(c)
(3) organization located in 
League City. 
 Comprised of volunteers 
with a passion for excel-
lence, the foundation raises 
funds to enrich academic 
achievement within Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District. 

safety and well-being of fed-
eral workers and the general 
public that visit federal gov-
ernment buildings.”
 Garcia added, “As mem-
bers of Congress, we have a 
responsibility to keep people 
safe and we know based on 
CDC guidelines that wearing 
a face mask could make the 
difference between life and 
death during this pandemic. 
 “This is why we must in-
clude H.R. 7524, the Wear 
Your Mask Act, in our next 
COVID-19 relief package.”

Mark and Margie Remely celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary July 19. They 
were married July 19, 1980, in Painesville, Ohio. The Remelys have lived in the 
South Belt area for 32 years, with the exception of three years when they lived in 
Arizona. Mark is a retired senior mechanical designer and Margie is a retired sec-
retary/offi ce manager. They have planned a quiet celebration at home with family 
since Mark is undergoing radiation and chemotherapy for aggressive cancer.

Remelys celebrate 40th 
wedding anniversary

 CenterPoint Energy is 
encouraging customers to 
contact the company if they 
are experiencing fi nancial 
diffi culty and may need pay-
ment assistance, arrange-

CenterPoint Energy encourages customers
to utilize payment arrangements during COVID

ments or extensions during 
the COVID-19 situation. 
 While CenterPoint Ener-
gy has currently suspended 
natural gas service discon-
nections, customers are en-

couraged to call now to avoid 
a disruption once the suspen-
sion ends.
 “We remain committed 
to keeping our customers’ 
interests and well-being top 

of mind during the pandem-
ic and ask that they contact 
us as soon as possible so we 
can offer bill payment assis-
tance,” said Tal Centers, vice 
president of Gas Operations 

in Texas. 
 “While we have not yet 
resumed disconnections due 
to nonpayment, we want to 
ensure customers have plen-
ty of time to contact us and 
make arrangements for out-
standing balances.
 “If you need payment as-
sistance, we encourage you 
to contact customer service 
for guidance regarding pay-
ment programs in your area.” 
 In many cases, as part 
of COVID-19, qualifi cation 
guidelines for assistance 
have been relaxed to assist as 
many customers as possible.
 Customers can visit Cen
terPointEnergy.com/Pay
mentAssistance or log into 
CenterPointEnergy.com/
MyAccount to request a pay-
ment extension or arrange-
ment.
 CenterPoint Energy also 
asks that customers be mind-
ful of scammers targeting util-
ity customers during this time. 
 The company would nev-
er call and demand payment 
over the phone or by prepaid 
debit card to avoid disconnec-
tion. 

 The deadline to apply 
for Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) 
food benefi ts has been ex-
tended to July 31. 
 P-EBT is a one-time 
benefi t of $285 per eligible 
child and can be used in the 
same way as Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) food benefi ts 
to pay for groceries. 
 Children who received 
free or reduced-price school 
meals during the 2019-2020 
school year may be eligible 
for this one-time food bene-

fi t. 
 Eligible families that 
received SNAP benefi ts 
for March have already re-
ceived P-EBT benefi ts and 
do not have to apply. 
 Visit hhs.texas.gov/pebt 
for additional information. 
 For questions regarding 
eligibility or if you need 
help applying, contact the 
P-EBT call center at 833-
613-6220. 
 The public charge rule 
does not apply to P-EBT 
benefi ts.

Deadline extended 
to apply for P-EBT

 The highly rated Houston 
Airports “Harmony in the 
Air” performing arts pro-
gram is back. Daily perfor-
mances began June 29.
 Year after year, Skytrax 
cites “Harmony in the Air” 
as a 5-star feature at both 
airports and passengers are 
delighted the program is re-
turning after a hiatus due 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. “Harmony in the Air” is 
one of several initiatives that 
Houston Airports has under-
taken to create an enjoyable 
travel experience.
 The program features live 
performances by some of 
Houston’s fi nest profession-
al musicians at both George 

Bush Intercontinental Air-
port/Houston (IAH) at the 
Art Gallery Connector in 
Terminal A, and William P. 
Hobby Airport (HOU) at the 
Rotunda, Monday through 
Friday from noon to 3:00 
p.m. 
 The performances include 
a diverse repertoire of classi-
cal, jazz, pop, and interna-
tional music performed by 
more than 75 of Houston’s 
fi nest professional musi-
cians. “Harmony in the Air” 
performers include Apollo 
Chamber Players (classical); 
Ars Lyrica Houston (classi-
cal); Axiom Quartet (clas-
sical); Bob Chadwick Trio 
(bossanova); Carya Quartet 

(classical); Divisi Strings 
(classical); Eddie Akhmetch-
ine Trio (jazz); Gerling-Mut 
Duo (classical); Hope Cow-
an (classical); Mark Prause 
(contemporary, pop); Melvin 
Johnson and the Electro-Ak-
oustics Band (R&B, pop); 
Musiqa (classical); Mystery 
Loves Company (pop); Paul 
English Jazz Quartet (jazz); 
Retrospect (contemporary, 
American classics); Solero 
Flamenco (fl amenco); The 
Dancewicz-Doucet Duo 
(classical); and Tony Henry 
(R&B, pop).
 For more information on 
the program, visit /hou/har
mony-in-the-air/ or /iah/har
mony-in-the-air/.

“Harmony in the Air” returns 
with daily performances

 William P. Hobby Air-
port (HOU) recently add-
ed two new amenities that 
are child-friendly for those 
traveling with children.
 Among the amenities is 
a children’s play area. The 
children’s play area is lo-
cated across from Gate 4 in 
the west concourse. It is a 
space-themed, 450-square-
foot play area that offers a 
rocket slide, comet climbing 
structure, interactive light 
board and bench space for 
parents who need to take a 
break.
 Two new mother’s nurs-
ing rooms also recently 
opened at HOU. Each room 
is private and equipped 
with an AC and USB pow-
er outlet, a changing table, 
and nursing glider chairs 

Hobby adds new 
parent amenities

for the comfort of mothers 
and babies. The new moth-
er’s rooms are located near 
Gates 4 and 46.
 Nursing mothers already 
have access to a Mama-
va private lactation pod. 
The room, located near the 
food court in the central 
concourse, can be accessed 
through a code provided 
through the Mamava app. 
Information on the app and 
how to download it on a mo-
bile device or smart phone 
is available on the unit door.  
In addition, a third private 
mother's nursing room will 
open in August and will be 
located near gate 24.
 All mother’s rooms and 
the children’s play area are 
disinfected a minimum of 
three times per day.

 The Veterans Legal Initia-
tive is a program that offers 
free legal advice and legal 
representation to low-income 
veterans. Currently during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, legal 
clinics are held every Friday 
from 2 – 5 p.m. over the phone.
 Applications can be sub-
mitted online or requested by 
telephone. Legal issues may 
include family law, consum-
er, wills and probate, proper-
ty, tax, disability and veterans 
benefi ts, as well as other civil 
legal problems or questions. 
Qualifying Veterans receive 

one-on-one legal advice and 
counsel and screening for addi-
tional free legal representation. 
 Clinics are open to all 
low-income U.S. Veterans and 
spouses of deceased veterans 
in Harris and surrounding 
counties. 
 Apply online at www.
MakeJusticeHappen.org, call 
713-228-0735 or visit www.
MakeJusticeHappen.org.
 To date, the program has 
served more than 20,000 vet-
erans with advice and counsel 
and/or legal representation. 
More than 400 attorneys have 

volunteered to assist with the 
Veterans Legal Initiative.

Veterans 
Legal Initiative

 The Veterans Legal Ini-
tiative is a public service of 
the Houston Bar Association, 
Houston Volunteer Lawyers 
and Houston Bar Foundation, 
with funding from the Texas 
Access to Justice Foundation. 
 VLI is made possible by 
grants from the Texas Access 
to Justice Foundation, the 
Houston Bar Foundation and 
the Texas Veterans Commis-
sion.

Virtual legal clinics for veterans

Home Grown lecture by A&M Agrilife July 30 
 Home Grown lecture series presents “Ornamental Grasses for the Landscape,” by Paul 
Winski, a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension agent on Thursday, July 30, from 10 to 
11 a.m. Register for the online free event through Eventbrite at https://homegrown2020july.
eventbrite.com/. The registration deadline is at 8 a.m. For details, visit hcmga.tamu.edu.
 See Page 2 for information on another Texas A&M AgriLife Extension lecture.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension workshop set
 Creating School Gardens Workshop: A workshop for community leaders wanting to start 
a youth/school garden is scheduled for Friday, July 31, from 9 a.m. to noon, sponsored by 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. Topics will include basics of planting, building a garden 
with raised beds or containers, easy vegetables and herbs and garden maintenance and trou-
bleshooting. Registration is $10 and due by 4 p.m. Wednesday, July 29, at https://schoolgar
densjuly31.eventbrite.com. For more information, visit https://harris.agrilife.org/.



Academically Acceptable. 
All CCISD high schools and 
elementary schools were rat-
ed Exemplary or Recognized.

5 years ago (2015)
 A man died July 24 after 
being shot inside a local strip 
club. The incident happened 
at the Lounge Plaza Men’s 
Club in the 12300 block of 
the Gulf Freeway near Fuqua. 
Witnesses reported that the 
victim and the suspect had 
an altercation earlier in the 
evening. The suspect later re-
turned with a pistol and shot 
the victim multiple times in 
the chest and leg. The victim 
was transported to a nearby 
hospital, where he later died.

1 year ago (2019)
 Win Weber was appoint-
ed to fi ll the unexpired term 
of Clear Creek ISD board of 
trustee Chris Reed, following 
his death the previous month. 
A former longtime Clear 
Creek ISD board of trustee 
member herself, Weber was 
a personal friend of Reed’s. 
Reed was elected to the Dis-
trict 2 seat in May 2017 fol-
lowing Weber’s retirement 
from the board. A criminal 
defense lawyer by profession, 
Weber will serve in this posi-
tion through May 2020, when 
the District 2 spot is up for 
election.
 A warrant was fi led on a 
former board member of the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Lit-
tle League for allegedly steal-
ing from the organization. 
Paul Rodriguez was charged 
with credit card abuse, a state 
jail felony. According to in-
vestigators, Rodriguez had 
recently resigned from the 
board but had continued to 
use the group’s credit card 
for personal expenses. Ro-
driguez avoided arrest by 
proactively posting a no-ar-
rest bond, allowing to remain 
out on bond while awaiting 
trial. A similar incident took 
place the previous year with 
the former president of the 
Dobie High School baseball 
booster club. In that case, 
Christopher Anthon Escal-
era, 44, was charged with 
felony forgery and misde-
meanor theft.

Remember When
40 years ago ( 1980)

 The Pasadena Independent 
School District’s districtwide 
property reappraisal, which 
began in the spring, was com-
plete and all property owners 
had been notifi ed of whopping 
increases in the value of their 
property. The largest increases 
in appraisal were of property 
in the South Belt area.
 A female murder victim 
found in the sandpit behind 
Beverly Hills in mid-July had 
been identifi ed as that of a 
Houston woman.
 A tornado was sighted in 
the South Belt area during 
heavy rains, but it was report-
ed that it did not touch down 
or cause any damage.
 A 20-cent across-the-
board increase in PISD lunch 
prices was approved by trust-
ees during a recent board 
meeting. Effective for the 
1980-1981 school year, lunch 
prices were set at 95 cents for 
elementary, $1.05 for inter-
mediate and $1.15 for high 
school students.

35 years ago ( 1985)
 Arthur Hardy, registrar at 
San Jacinto College South, 
retired after more than 20 
years with the college in 
teaching and administrative 

ue with the 20-day sentence 
rather than have it appear the 
district was becoming more 
lenient with offenders.

30 years ago (1990)
 Harris County Sheriff’s 
Department detectives con-
tinued to investigate the mur-
der of South Belt resident 
Carrie Renea Stovall, 27, 
who was stabbed to death in 
her home on Camphorwood 
in early July.
 In order to meet rising de-
mands for personnel, Pasade-
na ISD board members agreed 
to hire approximately 250 new 
employees and create 100 new 
teaching positions.
 Development of Ellington 
Field took another step for-
ward with the addition of pas-
senger shuttle service. Conti-
nental Express transferred its 
shuttle service from William 
P. Hobby Airport to Ellington 
to accommodate the majority 
of customers using the ser-
vice.
 South Belt area municipal 
utility districts were notifi ed 
they would have to convert 
to surface water by the end of 
the year, so residents would 
expect an increase in their 
bill because Houston owned 
the water. Once the conver-

sion took place, homeowners 
would receive increases in 
excess of $14 per month.

25 years ago (1995)
 Neighbors were encour-
aged to participate in Nation-
al Night Out Tuesday, July 
25, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
 Dobie Parking stickers 
were scheduled to be sold for 
$20 the fi rst week in August 
in the school’s activity cen-
ter. Application forms, which 
required a parent’s signature, 
were made available in the 
main offi ce of the school. 

20 years ago (2000)
 City of Houston offi cials 
urged a voluntary reduction 
in water consumption due to 
drought conditions.
 Jason Wilson, a 16-year-
old Dobie junior, was found 
dead in his Scarsdale home.
 Clint Eastwood, James 
Garner, Tommy Lee Jones, 
Donald Sutherland and Mar-
cia Gay Harden attended 
AMC Gulf Pointe’s screening 
of Space Cowboys.

15 years ago (2005)
 Concerned that the open-
ing of the district’s fourth 
high school was in jeopardy, 
CCISD trustees voted to sue 
League City. The decision to 
sue was made after League 
City voted against honoring 
the permit previously ap-
proved by the city’s planning 
and zoning commission.
 While off duty, South Belt 
resident Heidi Ruiz, who was 
also a Houston Police offi cer, 
recognized a man wanted on 
suspicion of kidnapping and 
sexual assault. Ruiz worked 
in the sex crimes division 
of HPD and recognized the 
man after she had seen sur-
veillance photos of him. She 
called the information in and 
the suspect was arrested.
 Deputies from Precinct 2 
Constable Gary Freeman’s 
offi ce were busy investigat-
ing a pipe bomb explosion 
in Highland Meadow and a 
home invasion in Kirkwood 
South.
 Two 17-year-old men, one 
a Beverly Hills resident, were 
arrested for four armed rob-
beries within two hours. The 
two men used a pump .410 
shotgun to rob gas stations 
in the South Belt, Clear Lake 
and Pearland areas.

10 years ago (2010)
  The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District achieved 
the state’s highest rating of 
Exemplary. CCISD was the 
second largest school district 
in the state to reach this lev-
el since Texas implemented 
the accountability system. Of 
the district’s 41 campuses, 
32 schools were Exemplary, 
eight schools were Recog-
nized and one campus was 

roles. Joining the San Jacin-
to system in 1963, two years 
after the college originated, 
Hardy taught business cours-
es such as bookkeeping, data 
processing and accounting. 
He became the South campus 
registrar in 1982.
 Directors of the Sagemont 
Park Community Improve-
ment Association told a 
quarterly gathering of the 
membership they were wait-
ing to get responses from a 
recent questionnaire before 
decisions could be made. The 
most signifi cant question on 
the questionnaire was on rais-
ing the annual maintenance 
fee from the then $10 a year 
to $30 a year.
 An 18-year-old male 
drowned in a swimming pool 
accident at Windmill Lakes.
 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District board re-
affi rmed its policy of assign-
ing students 20 days in the 
Alternative Learning Center 
for possessing or being un-
der the infl uence of alcohol, 
drugs or any injurious sub-
stance while at a school func-
tion. At that time, the state 
recommended a sentence of 
10 days for fi rst offenders, 
but CCISD opted to contin-
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FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JOSE!
 Greetings for a happy birthday on July 
25 are sent to Jose Abarca from his wife 
Natalie; children Kelvin Lopez, Noah, 
Elliana and Isabella Abarca; mother-in-law 
Ellie Flickinger and her husband, David 
Flickinger (Leader president); grandparents 
Marie and David Flickinger; and friends and 
staff at the Leader.

IRVINES ENJOY 12TH ANNIVERSARY!
 Wishes for a happy 12th anniversary on 
July 26 are sent to Steven and Rebecca 
(Heeth) Irvine from Rebecca’s father Richard 
Heeth, a longtime Kirkwood resident.

TORI CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Special birthday wishes are sent July 28 
to former South Belt resident and Dobie 
High School graduate Tori Mask from 
friends and the Leader staff. She current-
ly posts a blog about the history of the 
South Belt on http://southbelthouston.blog
spot.com/.

KENNY MARKS A BIRTHDAY
 Break out the balloons and party favors for 
Kenny Fernandez who celebrates a birthday 
Sunday, July 26. He is active in the community 
as a local businessman, president/CEO at 
North American Shipping Agencies, chair of 
the South Belt Chamber and Pasadena ISD 
board of trustees member.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays July 23 through 

greetings are sent to Rowena Hickman July 
25. The day for a birthday celebration for Ana 
Solis is July 26. Hector Saldivar marks a 
birthday July 27. Enjoying a special birthday 
July 29 is Monique Smalls. 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 For those wanting a birthday mentioned 
in this section, email mynews@southbelt-
leader.com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.
 Thursday, July 23: Mario Salazar, Angeles 
Gomez, Melinda Evans and Amanda Karsten; 
Friday, July 24: Richard Schreier, Montoya 
Wilturner, Connie Alberti, Richard Golenko 
and Pete Ortiz; Saturday, July 25: Kelly Jones, 
Stephanie Gutierrez, Cherie Cundiff, Mario 
Rodriguez and Brodie Riner Jr.; Sunday, July 
26: Kenneth Sublett, Magda Adams, Debra 
Patterson, Kendrick Woods, Jenny Batson, 
Terrie Nichols, Kenny Fernandez, Eric 
Madsen, Gina D’Orazio and Elizabeth Bazan; 
Monday, July 27: Lydia Garcia, Joanne Mata 
and Sean Kean; Tuesday, July 28: Ariana 
Mena, Alyssa Chambers, Tori Mask,  Dana 
Milburn and Sandy Nelson; and Wednesday, 
July 29: Codie Salyer, Linda Brisbay, Gina 
Trevino, Donielle Taverner, Albert Perez and 
Tiffany Barras.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

July 29, 2020.
Bush Elementary

 Light the birthday candles July 25 for 
Ruby Contreras and Tonya Goan. Three 
cheers for a happy birthday are sent on July 
27 to David Blevins, Maracha Hernandez 
and Minerva Licea. Maria Flores enjoys a 
birthday July 29. 

Genoa Elementary
 Join in the birthday celebration July 28 for 
Lisette Kearns.  

Meador Elementary
 Marking a birthday July 25 is Maria 
Gonzalez.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a double-fun birthday for 
Gloria Guillen and Myra Nevarez is July 26. 
 South Belt Elementary
 Sing three choruses of a birthday song 
July 26 to Hortensia Armenta, Marie Goree 
and Sara Simmons. A happy birthday cel-
ebration is in order July 27 for Valeria 
Sanchez. Send a birthday greeting July 28 
to Lakitha Green.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday July 
28 are sent to Linda Bravo.

Roberts Middle School
  Light the birthday candles July 27 for 
Fred Leggin.  

Dobie High
 Break out the balloons and cake and ice 
cream for the July 24 birthday celebration of 
Rebekka Gabino and Cam Luong. Birthday 

Continued from Page 1
getting as much information 
as they could from China, 
fi nally determined that the 
outbreak was spreading from 
person to person.”
 Weaver spoke of the im-
portance of a recent publica-
tion stating, “I want to talk 
a little bit about a scientifi c 
paper published last week 
that involved a collaboration 
with three different universi-
ties – Tulane University, the 
University of Pittsburgh and 
UTMB – along with the Na-
tional Institutes of Health – to 
study one mode of transmis-
sion from person to person of 
this new SARS (Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome) coro-
navirus 2.
 “This paper was the new-
est chapter in the growing 
evidence of airborne spread. 
In this study, the virus was 
grown in large quantities 
in cell cultures in laborato-
ries here at UTMB and other 
places. Then it was taken to a 
special facility called an aero-
biology facility. We have one 
of them here in the Galveston 
National Lab where we inten-
tionally create aerosols that 
include bacteria or viruses to 
do experimental infections 
of animals. This is the most 
common way that a biological 
weapon would be spread and 
that some kinds of viruses and 
bacteria are spread naturally. 
An aerosol in the way we de-
fi ne it in the world of virology 
is a spray, a collection of very 
tiny droplets ranging in size 
from 1 – 5 microns. These in-
dividual particles or droplets 
are smaller than you can see 
with the naked eye.
 “The most important fi nd-
ing for this new paper was 
that this new SARS corona-
virus can survive at least 16 
hours suspended in the air in 
an aerosol. The other import-
ant fi nding is that this new 
SARS coronavirus survives a 
little bit longer than the fi rst 
SARS coronavirus or another 
virus called MERS coronavi-
rus, which stands for Middle 
East Respiratory Syndrome.
 “Part of the reason that 
the new coronavirus may be 
spreading more effi ciently than 
the fi rst SARS or MERS may 
have something to do with its 
ability to survive in these aero-
sols. When we’re breathing 
or talking or singing, we’re 
constantly producing these 
aerosol-sized droplets that are 
emitted from our mouth or our 
nose. Usually these don’t con-
tain viruses or other microor-
ganisms and are harmless if 
we’re not infected.
 “If viruses replicate in the 
right part of our respiratory 
tract, they can be very concen-
trated in these aerosols that 
we produce. Then they can be 
exhaled into a room environ-
ment. If that room has poor 
ventilation and people are 
crowded together in that kind 
of a room, you can have very 
effi cient transmission of aero-
sol borne viruses. Outdoor 
locations tend to be safer, be-
cause there’s usually wind to 
dissipate such an aerosol.”
 Weaver concluded, “The 
evidence is growing that air-
borne transmission of this vi-
rus is a major mode of why it’s 
spreading so effi ciently, and 
we really need to take these 
kinds of measures to limit 
the density of people, to keep 
them wearing masks when 
they’re in risky environments, 
and to close places that are 
the highest risk environments 
where we simply don’t have 
much control over people’s 
behavior.”
Mechanics of transmission

 McLellan began her pre-
sentation by saying, “There 
are a couple of things that I 
want to talk about from a pub-

lic health perspective. I think 
that a lot of times the public 
is very confused about the 
recommendations, what to do, 
and why this coronavirus has 
changed over time. The most 
important thing is to remind 
people that this is a learning 
situation. One coronavirus is 
not the same as another coro-
navirus is not the same as an-
other coronavirus. Otherwise 
we’d have SARS instead of 
COVID.
 “The public health re-
sponse has to be very careful 
not to go overboard for all of 
the reasons that one is hear-
ing now. If on the basis of ex-
tremely limited information 
we had been talking about a 
shutdown back in January, 
that fully would have been un-
tenable. 
 “The information that 
we’re getting now about the 
persistence of these aerosols 
and duration of longevity of 
this virus in these aerosols 
makes it clear that the ‘just six 
feet away thing’ doesn’t work. 
The mask works to protect 
other people and somewhat 
to protect yourself, because 
it will prevent some of those 
aerosols from getting in. We 
don’t think that this virus is 
like Ebola where maybe as lit-
tle as one viral particle getting 
into you is going to make you 
get sick. This is probably one 
where you need to be exposed 
to a number of them.”

What COVID looks like
 “What does COVID-19 
look like?” McLellan asked. 
“I can tell you that it looks 
pretty awful. The intensive 
care unit is pretty much full of 
COVID patients in the hospi-
tal that I’m rounding in now. 
I will also tell you that only 
a minority of them are in the 
over 65 age group. We have an 
assortment of people on ven-
tilators who are in their 30s 
and 40s. Proportionately, it 
is defi nitely true that more of 
the younger people will sur-
vive than the older people, but 
when you are talking about a 
disease spreading rapidly in 
a large population of young 
people, you’re going to get a 
bunch of those young people 
in the hospital.
 “This is a disease that 
when you get infected it takes 
a few days to start cooking up 
inside your system. The fi rst 
symptoms are very nonspecif-
ic. These can include fl u-like 
symptoms such as achiness, 
tiredness or a sore throat for a 
day – not shortness of breath 
or a measurable fever. That 
fi rst day of not feeling good 
with some aches and pains is 
the day that you are most in-
fectious. The two days before 
and two days after are not so 
bad. Ten days after that, the 
viral load in your respiratory 
tract, which is what is produc-
ing the droplets in aerosols, 
has really gone down a fair 
bit.
 “Losing the sense of smell 
or taste can happen early on. 
The average time for breath-
ing to go down the tubes is 
about a week, and that is when 
people go to the hospital. With 
COVID, the immunological 
response is part of the disease 
process and is part of what 
makes people very, very sick.”

Clinical therapies,
 treatments

 McLellan then spoke of 
clinical therapies and treat-
ments. She stated, “Hydroxy-
chloroquin was promoted, 
because in a test tube, it has 
antiviral activity. The only 
problem is, it’s been tested 
against a number of viruses 
over the last 50 years, and it’s 
never really panned out to do 
very well.
 “You’ve probably heard a 
lot about remdesivir, an an-
tiviral. Remdesivir looked 

very promising, because in a 
test tube it had good activity 
against all of the previously 
identifi ed coronaviruses. It 
had also been well tested for 
safety, because it was one of 
the drugs that was tested in 
the large clinical trials that oc-
curred for Ebola in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo.
 “With remdesivir, consid-

ered an experimental thera-
py, we were able to do a very 
tight, well-controlled study 
until we had enough data to 
show that it was clearly doing 
some good. But, remdesivir is 
an antiviral. We know that it 
doesn’t do a lot of good when 
somebody is deeply into that 
infl ammatory response and 
perhaps already ventilated. At 

Continued from Page 1
came to an abrupt stop in the 
14100 block of the freeway. 
Both occupants were de-
tained without incident. 
 While conducting an on-
scene investigation, deputies 
learned Walker reportedly 
had a gun in a black bag and 
that Simon had thrown it out 
of the vehicle before they got 
on the freeway as the deputies 
were catching up to them. 
Deputy J. Toliver checked the 
area and located a black bag 
in that location. It contained 
2.8 grams of Adderall pills, 
a Smith and Wesson M&P 
Shield 9mm handgun and 
several empty syringes. The 
vehicle was confi rmed by the 
Pasadena PD to have been 
stolen. 

 The Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Offi ce was 
contacted, and charges of 
possession of a controlled 
substance, unlawful carrying 
of a weapon and felony tam-
pering with evidence were 
accepted on Walker. Charges 
of unauthorized use of a mo-
tor vehicle (possessing a sto-
len vehicle) were declined. A 
charge of felony tampering 
with evidence was accept-
ed on Simon. It was learned 
Walker has previously been 
charged with unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle four 
times in Harris County.
 Both subjects were trans-
ported and booked in the 
Harris County Jail, where 
they are being held without 
bond at this time.

Continued from Page 1
net costs incurred by LEAs 
from May 21 through Sept. 
1. 
 “As school districts delay 
the start of in-person instruc-
tion for the 2020-2021 school 
year due to COVID-19, it 
is essential that we work to 
provide Texas students with 
the devices they need to con-
nect and communicate online 
for classroom instruction,” 
said Abbott. “As we contin-
ue to combat COVID-19 in 
Texas, we are committed to 
providing reliable and effec-
tive solutions that will help 
students academically suc-
ceed while protecting pub-
lic health.” The point was 
re-emphasized by Patrick.
 “While getting our stu-
dents back to school is our 
top priority, many local dis-
tricts are also developing a 
variety of virtual learning 
plans to ensure that students 
do not lose valuable learning 

time as we continue to fi ght 
COVID-19,” said Patrick. 
“This funding is an essential 
step in closing the digital gap 
for students by making ac-
cess to technology available 
to every child who needs it.”
 This sentiment was also 
echoed by Bonnen.
 “The onset of COVID-19 
has yielded unprecedented 
educational challenges in the 
State of Texas, and the em-
brace of new technologies 
and virtual learning meth-
ods will be instrumental in 
our effort to provide quality 
instructional continuity for 
all students,” said Bonnen. 
“This funding will go a long 
way to close existing tech-
nology gaps and improve 
connectivity statewide, and 
in doing so, our students will 
be equipped with the tools 
needed for success in the up-
coming school year.”
 Nelson further agreed. 
“Virtual learning works when 

that point we need something 
else. That’s the dexametha-
sone that you’ve heard about 
that seems to show good re-
sults. It is a type of steroid 
medication that is relatively 
easily available.”

Questions asked
 Near the meeting’s end, 
Weaver and McLellan an-
swered questions from virtual 

attendees. 
 The fi rst was a question 
about the accuracy of anti-
body tests. McLellan respond-
ed that there is not a lot of 
agreement on which might 
be the best antibody test, and 
people have to be very careful 
when they use them. 
 She said, “They’re useful 
on a population basis of per-

haps 1,000 people. On a one-
to-one individual basis, it may 
not mean a lot for an individ-
ual whether the test is positive 
or negative.”
 Whether or not schools 
will reopen in the fall is of 
concern to many. Weaver said 
that even if tomorrow were 
the start of the school year 
that it would be very diffi cult 
to know how or if we could 
open schools safely. He said, 
“Because the school year isn’t 
going to start for another fi ve 
or six weeks, that makes it 
even more diffi cult to antici-
pate what kind of conditions 
we’ll be seeing at that time. 
Distancing, masking, good 
ventilation are all critical to 
keeping schools safe. Also, 
just the amount of spread in 
the community is a very im-
portant factor.
 “There’s a good chance 
that a teacher or a student will 
show up infected. That in-
creases the risk that we will 
have spread in the classroom. 
It’s too diffi cult and too early 
to answer that question about 
what we’re going to be able to 
do later in August. It’s prob-
ably going to depend very 
much on local conditions – 
even school by school condi-
tions. It’s a very complicated 
question that nobody can an-
swer for sure now.”
 Visit www.youtube.com/
watch?v=r07J0wIyqSQ&
feature=youtu.be to see the 
meeting.

Alert officer . . .

Governor allots $200 Million for CARES
students have access to the 
proper Wi-Fi and electronic 
devices,” said Nelson. “These 
funds help bridge the digital 
divide and prevent students 
who lack access to technolo-
gy from falling behind.
 Hinojosa also agreed with 
Abbott. “No child should 
ever be denied the ability to 
achieve his/her dreams sim-
ply because he/she does not 
have technological devices 
or internet access,” Hinojo-
sa  said. “Education is the 
great equalizer and while 
that will look different in the 
near term, a move to distance 
learning to protect students 
and teachers can only be ef-
fective for all learners if they 
all are able to actively learn 
and participate. Today’s ac-
tions by the governor and 
TEA will move us toward 
this goal of ensuring every 
child has equal access to the 
tools and resources neces-
sary to achieve a high-quality 

BAHEP hosts COVID Zoom discussion with medical leaders

education.” 
 This opinion was also 
shared by Capriglione. “So 
many of our students across 
Texas will be starting the 
school year by continuing 
their remote education,” said 
Capriglione. “With all of 
the challenges that remote 
learning presents, having 
adequate access to a com-
puter and reliable internet 
shouldn’t be one of them. 
I’m proud to have worked 
with Gov. Abbott, my legis-
lative colleagues, and Com-
missioner Mike Morath to 
secure the needed funds to 
begin the process of bridging 
this digital divide.”
 Longoria was also in 
agreement. “Our public ed-
ucation system is facing un-
precedented challenges due 
to COVID-19,” said Longo-
ria. “Operation Connectivity 
ensures all Texas students 
have the resources needed to 
connect and learn online.”

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

NOW OPEN - Covid-19 
Precautions in Place

Call the Office for your
appointment

Specializing in Personal 
Injury Cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd.  (281) 481-1623
Houston, TX 77089  www.burleighchiro.com

Houston Auto Emporium
Established 2006

FAMILY – TRUST – RESPECT

Low Down Payments
In-house Financing Available
Used Car Specials
Certified Repair Shop
State Inspection

God Bless Our Community During 
This Pandemic. 

$25 OFF ANY SERVICE
14222 Gulf Frwy., Houston, TX 77034

281-481-1700   www.houstonauto.net

City crews working with the Hous-
ton Police Department and the Sol-
id Waste Management Department 
recently cleared a large amount of 
trash from a homeless encamp-
ment behind the Walgreens locat-
ed near the intersection of Fuqua 
and Sabo. While the area has been 
an ongoing nuisance for more than 
three years, court rulings prohibit 
removing the squatters from the 
spot. The left photo shows the site 
before it was cleaned, while the 
photo on the right depicts the spot 
following the cleaning. The com-
munity sends a special thanks to 
Paulino Lozano, Sergeant, Hous-
ton Police Clear Lake Division; 
Richard Buitron, Sr. Police Offi -
cer/Community Service Liaison, 
Houston Police Clear Lake Divi-
sion; and Jason Curtis, Sr. Police 
Offi cer, Houston Police Clear Lake 
Division and Christopher Castillo, 
Police Offi cer Southeast Division.

Community grateful for cleanup 

OUR FASTEST BUNDLE EVER!
SUPERFAST 1 GIG INTERNET

AT&T TVAND

INTRODUCING

©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved.

CALL DITV COMMUNICATIONS

832-800-5664
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

11101 Resource Pkwy.    281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109    832-736-9006  

We have space available at each location

Now Enrolling for the Summer 
2020 School Age Program

Call for our weekly rate specials!

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

USA KARATE

• KARATE
  TRAINING

• FIELD TRIPS

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 7/30/20.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Texan Bank 
Texan Bank CARESCARES

N
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake

Sugar Land • River Oaks

WWW . T E X A N B A N K . C O M
(

SBA APPROVED

PAYCHECK PROTECTION
PROGRAM

LENDER

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thur.11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri & Sat.

Whether it’s Curbside Pickup, 
Local Delivery or Catering, 

Choose DAN’S to Dine!

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Limited Seating 
Available
Order Online @

www.lashaciendasgrill.com
Curbside pickup available. 

Margaritas available with food orders!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today! The dominoes began to 
tumble July 17 as the Tex-
as Association of Private 
and Parochial Schools, the 
state's largest governing 
body for private school ex-
tracurricular activities, an-
nounced its latest plans for 
eventually moving forward 
with fall sports.
 The announcement will 
cover fall sports conduct-
ed by South Belt-based 
Lutheran South Academy 
and its football, volleyball, 
cross-country, team tennis, 
golf and soccer.
 While a good number 
of schools, LSA included, 
still plan to begin in-per-
son learning as scheduled 
in August, it had become in-
creasingly unlikely that pre-
season workouts for sports 
such as football and vol-
leyball would be allowed to 
start Aug. 3. They will not.
 Instead, strength and 
conditioning workouts for 
fall sports may begin Sept. 
8, with in-pad football 
workouts underway Sept. 
15. Football scrimmages 
may be conducted begin-
ning the week of Sept. 21, 
with regular season games 
coming the week of Sept. 
28.

TAPPS sets fall sports reboot
 Volleyball practices may 
start Sept. 7, with scrim-
mages coming Sept. 14, and 
regular season competition 
then is slated for a Sept. 21 
start. 
 The same schedule ap-
plies for cross-country, 
team tennis and golf. LSA 
may begin preseason soccer 
workouts Sept. 28. TAPPS 
has announced that there 
will be no makeup of games 
or matches lost to the re-
boot. 
 The LSA volleyball pro-
gram stands to lose more 
than five weeks of action, 
including valuable tourna-
ment play. LSA's football 
team originally had a bye 
week set for Oct. 2 but will 
now seek an opponent for 
that week before beginning 
district play the following 
week, Oct. 9 against Spring 
Frassati. 
 If the current plans hold 
true, LSA will play a six-
game slate, with four games 
lost to the pandemic. The 
Pioneers won nine overall 
games in 2019 and reached 
the second round of the 
postseason.
 As one might imagine 
during these times, plans 
could change as soon as to-

morrow, but for now there 
is plenty of hope for fall 
sports being contested with-
in TAPPS.

 Former Clear Brook 
High School track and 
field standout Kenneth 
Pree has announced via 
Twitter that he has left 
the University of Hous-
ton and will transfer to 
Texas Southern Universi-
ty to continue his educa-

tion and athletic career.
 Pree specialized in 
the jumps (long, triple) 
at Clear Brook and also 
contributed to several re-
lays. 
 In terms of athletic 
eligibility, he will be a 
sophomore at TSU.

Pree transfers to TSU

 The ninth annual Darren 
Lajaunie Memorial Tennis 
Tournament will be held Oct. 
9-11 at the Harry Taylor Ten-
nis Center in Pasadena fol-

Lajaunie tennis now coming Oct. 9-11
lowing two delays because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.
 Players who have al-
ready registered and have 
paid entry fees will remain 
set to play, and registra-
tion opportunities are still 
available at www.DLten
nisscholarships.com.
 Those previously regis-

tered but who are unable to 
play in October may direct 
email to tournament director 
John Thomas at Jtjohnjr@
gmail.com for additional in-
formation.
 Those registering are 
asked to include a cellphone 
number on the entry form 
so as to receive up-to-date 

tournament details including 
court playing times, etc.
 The tournament provides 
youth tennis camp and colle-
giate education scholarships 
for young players and honors 
the memory of Dobie gradu-
ate Darren Lajaunie, a tennis 
enthusiast who died of com-
plications of cancer in 2011.

By Courtney Morris
San Jacinto College

 The National Junior 
College Athletic Asso-
ciation recognized sev-
en San Jacinto College 
student-athletes for their 
academic achievements 
during the 2019-2020 sea-
son.
 The seven San Jac base-
ball and softball players 
who received the NJCAA 
all-academic recognition 
included Lillie Gronten-
huis, softball, first team; 
Kaylee Thomas, softball, 
first team; Laura Hernan-
dez, softball, second team; 
Adam Houghtaling, base-
ball, second team; Morgan 
Childs, softball, third team; 
Nicholas Swanson, base-

San Jac baseball, softball 
players get NJCAA honors

ball, third team and Jordan 
Williams, baseball, third 
team.
 San Jacinto College 
head coaches applauded 
their players’ hard work on 
and off the field.
 “I am extremely proud 
of the personal achieve-
ments and academic suc-
cess of our student-athletes, 
especially considering the 
unprecedented cancella-
tion of the competitive 
season and the effects of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” San Jac baseball head 
coach Tom Arrington said.
 “We want to congrat-
ulate our players on their 
success in the classroom,” 
San Jac softball head coach 
Kelly Saenz said. “We are 

very proud of them, es-
pecially with a difficult 
spring semester.”
 NJCAA student-athletes 
faced their biggest oppo-
nent yet in the 2019-2020 
season: COVID-19. Al-
though the pandemic dis-
rupted the playing season 
and academic year, all-aca-
demic students maintained 
top grades in their college 
classes, with 9,555 earn-
ing grade point averages 
(GPAs) of 3.6 or higher.
 These are the academic 
criteria for NJCAA recog-
nition: All-Academic First 
Team: 4.00 GPA; All-Aca-
demic Second Team: 3.80-
3.99 GPA; All-Academic 
Third Team: 3.60-3.79 
GPA.

 This year, 2,427 stu-
dent-athletes received first 
team, 3,043 second team, 
and 4,085 third team hon-
ors.
 “NJCAA student-ath-
letes proved that no obsta-
cle is too difficult to over-
come," Dr. Christopher 
Parker, NJCAA president 
and CEO, said. 
 “These difficulties 
pushed our student-ath-
letes to the limit this year, 
but the opportunity to 
overcome these challenges 
presented itself, and our 
student-athletes flourished 
academically."
 To view the complete 
list of NJCAA academic 
honors, visit www.njcaa.
org.

Dobie staff 
urges 

physicals
 
 All student-athletes 
looking to take part in 
sports during the 2020-
2021 school year will 
fi rst be required to have 
a current and updated 
physical on fi le in the ath-
letic department before 
being eligible to compete. 
 The deadline for com-
pletion is Aug. 1, 2020, 
but the Longhorn coach-
ing staff is urging their 
athletes to get it handled 
sooner than later. The 
Dobie sports medicine 
department has offered 
the Pearland Clinic as a 
cost-affordable choice lo-
cally. 
 Open seven days a 
week, the clinic can be 
reached at 832-831-3974.

Toni Muse

GREEN AND 
ASSOCIATES

REALTORS®

Moving Families 
For 30 Years! 

Call me first  
if you’re thinking of 

buying or selling!

281-389-6519
Five Star Realtor 

Texas Monthly magazine

 High School football 
is king in Texas but is far 
from the only sport affect-
ed by the coronavirus.
 There's also volley-
ball, cross-country and 
team tennis at the public 

school level to be con-
cerned with, and both 
Dobie and Clear Brook 
are feeling the effects.
 There was wide specu-
lation that the University 
Interscholastic League 

would offer an official 
announcement on July 
20 in relation to how it 
plans to proceed with fall 
sports. 
 On par with how 
things go during a pan-
demic, UIL word came a 
day later.
 As of now, classes 5A 
and 6A may get started 
with preseason football 
and volleyball workouts 
Sept. 7, with volleyball 
matches allowed Sept. 
14 and football games 

beginning Sept. 24. In a 
nutshell, much of nondis-
trict play will either dis-
appear or need adjusting.
 So an Aug. 3 start to 
preseason workouts has, 
as expected, evaporated 
at this point.
 The UIL has followed 
a similar path taken by 
private school governing 
body Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial 
Schools, as there is an 
abbreviated fall sched-
ule, yet at least there is 

action planned for now.
 The UIL and TAPPS 
currently plan to proceed 
with preseason workouts 
in mid-September, with 
regular season games and 
matches arriving soon 
after. Under those guide-
lines, here’s how it will 
go for public schools.
 As it stands, Alief 
ISD’s decision to forgo 
extracurricular activities 
at the start of school al-
ready meant the Long-
horns will not face the 

Elsik Rams to open the 
season.
 Since there is a late 
start to the preseason, the 
Longhorns could, like 
TAPPS, lose additional 
nondistrict games, but 
the current Sept. 24 start 
date for games could al-
low a nondistrict game 
to begin 22-6A action in 
October.
 As for Dobie volley-
ball, the Lady Longhorns 
are currently set to be in 
Channelview Sept. 11 
to take on the Lady Fal-
cons in the District 22-
6A opener for both pro-
grams. It may require a 
little juggling, but if the 
current UIL plan holds 
true, the entirety of most 
district schedules will be 
played. 
 As for nondistrict 
matches scheduled be-
forehand, those are all 
but lost pending resched-
uling efforts.
 That is the glass half 
full thought process 
should one consider that 
there was and still could 
be a cancellation of the 
season.
 But it must be noted 
that high school volley-
ball teams are likely to 
be robbed of 20 or more 
matches courtesy of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 Clear Brook and Do-
bie will both likely lose 
three tournaments each, 
along with that being 
the absence of 12 to 15 
matches or so. That's 
valuable seasoning that 

Dobie varsity volleyball head coach Dawn Sexton is ready to lead her Lady 
Longhorns into action sometime this fall. While a realistic preseason start of 
Aug. 3 is now gone, the University Interscholastic League will allow volleyball 
matches beginning Sept. 14, with football games allowed Sept. 24.

UIL says volleyball can begin Sept. 14, football comes Sept. 24
will be lost.
 It must be stated that 
high school volleyball 
programs are only afford-
ed seven calendar days, 
scrimmages included, to 
prepare for the start of a 
season in common times.
 In that respect, there 
won't be much of an ad-
justment in terms of a 
rush to prepare for play.
 But the loss of five 
weeks or so of court time 
is what it is at this point. 
Teams and coaches sim-
ply hope for no further 
delays.
 Cross-country? A sim-
ilar issue lies ahead as 
Dobie boys' state quali-
fier Alberto Campa leads 
his group into action, 
with girls' Region III 
qualifiers Amari Single-
ton and Izzy Padilla set 
to pace the Lady Long-
horns.
 The current scenario 
now has classes 5A and 

6A allowed to begin a 
competitive season Sept. 
7. 
 Which schools or 
districts will feel most 
comfortable hosting 
meets moving for-
ward?  In some cases, 
it will require currently 
closed public parks to re-
open for business.
 Campa, Dobie's first 

state qualifier in decades 
when he advanced in 
2019, wants to compete. 
 Prior to his junior 
year, Campa focused on 
self-preparation in the 
summer months and then 
came up big when the 
season began.  He will be 
ready when the bell rings 
Sept 7.

Continued on Page 6

Cross-country, tennis Sept. 7
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between 
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CALENDAR
prayer book for the online service, visit https://www.shaarha
shalom.org/prayer-book-for-online-service.html.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads UMC 
Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family members 
and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, learn Al-Anon 
principles, that they are not alone, and discover choices avail-
able. For information, call 281-484-9243.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JULY 25
7:30 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for 
additional information.

9:30 a.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom –Due to the current health 
situation, all in-person synagogue events are canceled. The 
synagogue is closed until further notice. All services will be per-
formed online. Join the Saturday Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. service 
on a computer, tablet or smartphone by using the GoToMeeting 
app and accessing the link https://www.gotomeet.me/cshonline 
with the access code 471-821-285. For those who don’t have 
a computer, services may be accessed by calling (+1)-571-
317-3122. For members who wish to download a copy of the 
prayer book for the online service, visit https://www.shaarha
shalom.org/prayer-book-for-online-service.html.

11 a.m.
StartSchoolLater.net (SSL) Houston Chapter - information-
al meeting about the link of teen sleep deprivation to depres-
sion and low academic performance. The public is welcome, 
11 a.m., on the fourth Saturday at the Parker Williams Library, 
10851 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-229-1409. RSVP is 
requested for meeting attendance.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell 
Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

SUNDAY, JULY 26
8 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

MONDAY, JULY 27 
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for 
additional information.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For details, call 713-
686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For additional informa-
tion, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or visit 
https://nastuff.com/.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-
2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/
sexual abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayarea
turningpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, JULY 30
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for 
additional information.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. 
online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81372891968. 
Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. Details are on Pearland Chamber 
of Commerce website under the calendar.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For details, call 713-
686-6300.

7 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets with a phone meeting. 
Call Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990 for additional 
information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/.

686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for 
additional information.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For details, call 713-
686-6300.

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! Meeting is 
Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., at the website, https://youngprofes
sionalstoastmasters.com/. Young Professionals SE 
Toastmasters Club is committed to its member’s safety during 
this National Emergency and will conduct virtual meetings 
every Monday (except holidays), effective 3/16/2020, to ensure 
its members continue their journey to becoming confi dent 
communicators and leaders. To be a guest at the virtual meet-
ing, select the “contact us” button on our home page menu 
(www.youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com) to obtain access 
to our virtual meeting platform. For information, call Karen 
Nunn at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn Carmichael at 832-372-3565.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group 12-Step 
Recovery is meeting outdoors temporarily near the tennis 
courts behind St. Luke’s at 7 p.m., weather permitting. For 
details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or Rita at 281-309-2801.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #0683 Friendswood 
chapter meets at the Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 N 
Friendswood Dr. in the educational  bldg., room 201. For infor-
mation, call Lynette Ringrose 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pour-
teau 713-875-8820.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com or visit https://nastuff.com/.

TUESDAY, JULY 28
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for 
additional information.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For details, call 713-
686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com or visit https://nastuff.com/.

Due to the current public health situation, it is advisable 
to verify if meetings are still being held prior to attend-
ing. Since Gov. Greg Abbott has initiated Strike Force for 
the reopening of Texas some groups have resumed their 
meetings. For Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the 
area, visit https://aahouston.org/meetings. For Narcotics 
Anonymous (NA) meetings, visit www.hascona.com. For 
Al-Anon meetings, visit www.houstonalanon.org/meet
ings.html.

THURSDAY, JULY 23
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for 
additional information.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. 
online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81372891968. 
Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. Details are on Pearland Chamber 
of Commerce website under the calendar.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For details, call 713-
686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com or visit https://nastuff.com/.

FRIDAY, JULY 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for 
additional information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom –Due to the current health 
situation, all in-person synagogue events are canceled. The 
synagogue is closed until further notice. All services will be 
performed online. Join the Friday night service at 7 p.m. or on 
a computer, tablet or smartphone by using the GoToMeeting 
app and accessing the link https://www.gotomeet.me/cshonline 
with the access code 471-821-285. For those who don’t have 
a computer, services may be accessed by calling (+1)-571-
317-3122. For members who wish to download a copy of the 

Looking 
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Let us
help you!
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ad in the 
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Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LEADER READERS

HELP 
WANTED

LAWN & GARDEN

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

CAREGIVER
FORMER NURSE. 
Care-giver/ companion/ 
sitter. Services provided 
in home or hospital. Live 
in South Belt area. Call 
832-338-4819. 7-23

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 8-6

LOST PET
LOST SMALL KITTEN 
black with white nose 
and paws. Last seen 
near St. Luke’s. 
Reward$. Text 281-460-
2079.  7-23

SERVICES
ATT TV $49.99 monthly, 
3 screens/internet 1000 
mbps bundle $99 and 
$100 gift card. Directv 
free NFL ticket, free 
Premiums for 3 months. 
Call 832-800-5664.  7-23

HANDYMAN. Exterior 
painting, wood fences, 
pressure washing, gut-
ter cleaning, landscap-
ing and mulch. 
Affordable prices. Free 
estimates. 832-406-
0183. 7-23
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.’s, etc. Time for 
cleaning. Free 
Estimates! 7-23

 The American Base-
ball Coaches Association 
has announced eight indi-
viduals to be inducted to 
the ABCA Hall of Fame 
in January 2021, includ-
ing legendary San Jacinto 
College and Rice Univer-
sity head coach Wayne 
Graham.
 The ABCA Hall of 
Fame Class of 2021 in-
cludes Bill Anderson, 
Occidental College (Ca-
lif.); Hal Baird, Auburn 
University (Ala.); Roger 
Cador, Southern Univer-
sity (La.); Sammy Dunn, 
Vestavia Hills High 
School (Ala.); Wayne 
Graham, San Jacinto 
College, Rice University 
(Houston); George Hor-
ton, Cal State Fullerton/
University of Oregon; 
Tony Robichaux, Uni-
versity of Louisiana at 
Lafayette; and Don Sned-
don, Santa Ana College 
(Calif.).
 The 2021 ABCA Hall 
of Fame induction cere-
mony will be held during 
the 77th annual ABCA 
Convention on Friday, 
Jan. 8, 2021, at the Gay-
lord National in Wash-
ington, D.C. Tickets to 
attend the Hall of Fame 
Banquet will go on sale 
Sept. 1.
 Induction to the ABCA 
Hall of Fame is the high-
est honor bestowed by the 
organization. The ABCA 
was founded in 1945 and 
the Hall of Fame began 
in 1966. Graham spent 
27 seasons at the helm 
of the Rice University 
baseball program, and 38 
seasons overall as a col-
legiate head coach. Gra-
ham’s highly successful 

teams at Rice and San Ja-
cinto College combined 
for a total of six nation-
al championships and an 
overall record of 1848-
641-2 (.742).
 At Rice, Graham 
amassed a 1,173-528-2 
(.689) record to go along 
with seven College World 
Series appearances and 
the 2003 National Cham-
pionship, the school's 
fi rst team national cham-
pionship in any sport.
 Beginning with the 
1995 season, Rice ap-
peared in 23 consecutive 
NCAA Regionals and ad-
vanced to the Super Re-
gionals 10 times follow-
ing the adoption of the 
format in 1999. His Owls 
also captured 21 con-
ference championships 
as part of three different 
conferences, including 
20-straight from 1996-
2015.
 Graham coached 39 
different Rice players to 
a total of 56 All-Amer-
ica awards and 136 for-
mer players were drafted 
by professional teams. 
The 14 Rice draft picks in 
2007 tied the college re-
cord for the most players 
selected from one school 
in a single year.
 A native Houstonian, 
Graham's coaching career 
began at Scarborough 
(Texas) High School. In 
nine seasons at Scarbor-
ough and one at Spring 
Branch, Graham's teams 
compiled a 98-13 (.883) 
district record, won sev-
en district titles and never 
fi nished lower than sec-
ond in the district race.
 After 10 successful 
seasons at the high school 

level, Graham moved on 
to San Jacinto College 
in 1981, where he pro-
ceeded to turn the Ga-
tors into a Junior College 
powerhouse. Following 
a pair of conference ti-
tles in 1982 and 1983, 
Graham’s Gators made 
seven-straight NJCAA 
World Series appearanc-
es from 1984-1990. Af-
ter a runner-up fi nish in 
1984, his teams captured 
three consecutive nation-
al titles from 1985-1987. 
The Gators once again 
came back from a runner 
up fi nish in 1988 to claim 
another pair of national 
titles in 1989 and 1990.
 Named the Junior Col-
lege Coach of the Cen-
tury by Collegiate Base-
ball, Graham completed 
his 11-year tenure at San 
Jacinto with a 675-113 
(.857) record and fi ve 
National Coach of the 
Year awards. His uniform 
number (37) was retired 
by San Jacinto and he was 
inducted into the NJCAA 
Hall of Fame in 1995.
 Graham’s coaching ca-
reer was preceded by an 
11-year professional ca-
reer that included stints 
as a third baseman and 
outfi elder with the Phila-
delphia Phillies and New 
York Mets organizations. 
A Texas native, Graham 
played two seasons at 
the University of Texas 
under legendary coach 
and ABCA Hall of Fame 
member Bibb Falk.
 Graham’s success led 
to his induction into the 
Texas Baseball Hall of 
Fame in 2003, and he was 
named one of Houston's 
38 Sports Legends in 

The South Belt-based HTX Thunder 2K11 captured 
first place at the Baytown United States Fastpitch As-
sociation Turn Up The Heat Tournament. Members 
of the team included, left to right, (front row) Brook-
lyn Coronado, Joanee Trevino, Sofia Charles, Mariah 

Thunder 2K11 softball wins 
championship in Baytown

Mendez, Juliet Tijerina, (middle row) Izabell Trevino, 
Melody Ramirez, Kaylee Ibanez, Taylor O’Dette, Victo-
ria Arredondo, Khayla Juarez, (back row) head coach 
Chris Ramirez and assistant coaches Eric Ibanez, Mike 
Mendez, Robert Juarez and J.R. Charles. 

Graham to be inducted into ABCA Hall of Fame
2004. In addition, he was 
inducted into the Tex-
as Sports Hall of Fame 

in 2005 and the College 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 
2012.

A winner of fi ve national titles at San Jacinto College, 
legendary baseball coach Wayne Graham was inducted 
into the National Junior College Athletic Association’s 
Hall of Fame in 1995. Now, the winner of another nation-
al championship at Rice University will enter the Ameri-
can Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame for 2021.

 The Absolute Volley-
ball Academy of Texas 
has continued club try-
outs for its 2020-2021 
season on Sundays from 
noon to 1 p.m. at its facil-
ity in Dickinson until all 
teams are full. 
 The facility is located 
at 451 Spruce St. in Dick-
inson.
 AVA's current team 

openings are for incoming 
fi fth- through 10th-grad-
ers. 
 Players may register 
for the tryouts at  avatex
as.com. Direct any ques-
tions to info@avatexas.
com.
 AVA will be moving 
into a new eight-court in-
door facility that includes 
eight outdoor sand courts 

AVA has tryout openings as 
fall 2020-2021 season nears

in early September. Its lo-
cation will be 380 Green 
Wing St. in Webster.  
 For additional infor-
mation about AVA, vis-
it any of the following 
links, including www.
avatexas.com/mission
statement, www.ava
t e x a s . c o m / p h i l o s
ophy or wwwava
texas.com/aboutava.

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

Let the 
Leader 

help with 
your 

advertising.
Call

 281-481-5656

Fall sports decisions come
Continued from Page 5
 The rust will come off 
slower for some, faster 
for others.
 Team tennis is another 
fall sport facing similar 
issues, but a Sept. 7 start  
date is doable. 
 At Dobie, the Long-
horns have already 

missed weeks of simply 
being able to swing a 
racquet during the sum-
mer.
 Preseason workouts 
usually start later this 
month, but now it’s Sept. 
7. 
 To be blunt, teams like 
Dobie who often rely on 

nondistrict play in an ef-
fort to best prepare for 
22-6A action, will likely 
lose much if not all of 
that.
 So an announcement 
has been made, and it 
very well could hold up. 
Now some districts need 
to get on board.



A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 6

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

 

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

HOME SERVICES
Fencing, Doors, House Painting 

& Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 785-614-4945 

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South Belt Graphics 

& Printing

One stop for
all your printing needs

11555 Beamer 281-484-4337

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service
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Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656

THE AIR CONDITIONING AND

APPLIANCE PEOPLE
713-291-4612 • 346-375-2091

Service & Installation
Residential & Commercial

4210 Young St., Pasadena, TX 77504

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!
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Career & Technical High School awards Shining Stars, distinguished educators
As part of the Shining Stars awards to the top ten students from 
each high school in the district, each Shining Star was able to select 
a teacher to receive a distinguished educator award. The information 

and photos for Career and Technical High School were submitted by 
Pasadena Independent School District. The Leader is also running pho-
tos from Pasadena Memorial, South Houston and Dobie high schools. 

David Chandler

David Chandler, AP Phys-
ics 1 teacher was chosen by 
three of his students to re-
ceive a distinguished edu-
cator award. Shining Stars 
recipient Heaven DeLeon 
said, “Mr. Chandler is an 
exceptional person who has 
dedicated his career to en-
couraging students to delve 
into the topics of science, 
technology, engineering 
and math. He didn’t just 
teach me about Newton’s 
Laws, free body diagrams, 
nor momentum. He went 
beyond the classroom and 
taught me valuable life les-
sons as well. He puts his stu-
dents fi rst and understands 
that learning consists of 
much more than teaching 
for a test. His saying to his 
students, ‘I have no life, 
you are my life,’ perfectly 
demonstrates what a re-
markable teacher he is.” Heaven DeLeon

Tan Nguyen

Tan Nguyen, recipient of 
a Shining Stars award, 
shared of his time with 
Chandler, “Mr. Chandler 
is one of the best teach-
ers I ever had in my high 
school journey because 
of his laid back and easy 
going attitude toward 
students. His teaching is 
always very interesting 
since he never makes stu-
dents take wordy notes 
on topics, but he instead 
actively engages with the 
students by connecting 
complex concepts to easy 
real life examples that ev-
eryone can understand. 
Mr. Chandler would al-
ways push and motivate 
me to try my best on the 
course even if it's diffi cult 
and this is what made 
him one of the most infl u-
ential teachers in my high 
school journey.”

Shining Stars recipient 
Karla Chapa shared her 
thoughts about Chan-
dler, “Mr. Chandler nev-
er failed to recognize my 
academic efforts and con-
tinuously pushed me far 
beyond my limits. He re-
minds me that there is true 
power to achieve great-
ness from what one holds 
within oneself. In times of 
sorrow and derailment, 
from my numerous obsta-
cles, he was there to uplift 
me with his humor and in-
spiring scholarly advice. 
There was a point in my 
high school ‘run’ where I 
felt like giving up was the 
best choice for me, due to 
my civil status, yet he was 
there to pull me aside and 
remind me that being an 
immigrant does not defi ne 
me. He believed in me and 
never doubted me, even 
when I was at a point to 
pull my ‘white-fl ag’ to sur-
render my dreams.

Karla Chapa

Desiree Gomez Diya Patel
Desiree Gomez, a Health Science and Practicum of Phar-
macy, was selected by Shining Stars recipient Diya Patel 
to receive a distinguished educator award. Patel shared 
these words of her experience with Gomez saying, “For 
the two years that I've had Mrs. Gomez as my teacher, 
there's never been a day that I wasn't happy to walk into 
her class. At her door, she goes above and beyond by 
greeting all students with an awesome fi st bump. Then, 
she starts each class with an attention signal followed by 
the "hot news" of the day. This always cheers me up and 
shows that aside from being a wonderful teacher, Mrs. 
Gomez also cares about creating a friendly and inviting 
classroom. Choosing to be in her Pharmacy Technician 

pathway was one of the best decisions I've ever made. 
Knowing that the journey to become a certifi ed pharmacy 
technician isn't going to be easy, she continues to believe 
in all of her students. When Mrs. Gomez is teaching, I see 
her passion for the medical fi eld shine through and inspire 
us all. She makes sure that all students understand the 
content thoroughly by spending as much time as needed 
to explain a certain topic or clarify an answer to a ques-
tion. This has always stood out to me because it shows that 
her love for teaching is immeasurable. Mrs. Gomez has 
been and will continue to be one of my biggest inspirations 
to keep moving forward in college and beyond. I consider 
myself very lucky to have had her as my teacher.”

Lisa Anders Joe Perlera

Shining Star recipient Joe Perlera has selected art 
teacher Lisa Anders as his choice for distinguished ed-
ucator award recipient. Perlera said, “Mrs. Anders has 
been the catalyst for my interest in the elegant abstrac-
tions that the world of art has to offer those who plumb 
its depths and analyzes its masterpieces. However, that 

pales in comparison to what Mrs. Anders has ingrained 
in me: compassion and perseverance. When the storms 
of life came and left me and those I love devastated, she 
had mercy on me and helped me and my family back 
up with a cheery spirit. That is not learned in any class-
room, but is yet the most valuable skill to learn.” 

Melissa Ramsey Daniel Guel

Daniel Guel, a Shining Stars recip-
ient, chose Melissa Ramsey an AP 
Language teacher for his distin-
guished educator. Guel said, “Mrs. 
Ramsey always brought a positive 
attitude to her classroom every sin-
gle day. She truly cared about ev-
ery one of her students, and if she 
thought something was wrong she 
would check up on us. She was also a 
great teacher that tried her very best 
to keep us engaged even if the topic 
was sleep inducing. I actually had 
her for two periods as she also took 
on the burden of teaching our very 
fi rst academic decathlon team. Even 
though we were all new to it, she did 
her very best to ensure that we were 
learning the right way and she was 
able to lead us to third place in dis-
trict in our fi rst year! She is one of 
the best teachers at CTHS and she 
makes it a lot brighter place.”

Elin Washington Lee Roy Chavez, Jr. 
Elin Washington, a sixth-grade social studies teacher, 
was chosen to be a distinguished educator by Shining 
Stars recipient Lee Roy Chavez Jr. Chavez said, “In fi fth 
grade, I had the honor of learning from Mr. Washing-
ton. Besides being the fi rst teacher to give me detention 
(Ah, the memories...), he would always encourage and 
remind me of the potential that resided within me. His 

encouragement and unparalleled teaching style allowed 
me to tap into that potential and become driven to excel 
academically. Guaranteed, most fi fth-graders wanted to 
be in his class, since he strove to make learning a fun 
experience. This educational journey has been far from 
ordinary, and it all stems from being the student of the 
amazing educator and mentor, Mr. Washington.”

Casey Crews Legrand Dudley

Shining Stars recipient 
Legrand Dudley selected 
his AP biology, anatomy 
and physiology teacher 
Casey Crews as his distin-
guished educator award 
recipient. Dudley said, 
“Mr. Crews is an amazing 
teacher who is truly pas-
sionate about his teachings. 
He really goes above and 
beyond for his students by 
making relatable jokes, 
awesome experiments, and 
just overall having a good 
vibe. Mr. Crews is fun to 
talk to, especially about 
interesting topics like sci-
fi , possible futures, and 
biological achievements. I 
wasn't really sure what I 
wanted to do as I got clos-
er to graduation and Mr. 
Crews inspired me to ven-
ture toward the sciences.”

Justo Manrique Elijah Donaho

Justo Manrique, the boys’ 
varsity soccer coach, was 
selected by Shining Stars 
recipient Elijah Donaho 
as a distinguished educa-
tor award recipient. Dona-
ho said, “Coach Manrique 
has been my soccer coach 
throughout my four years 
of high school and has had 
a signifi cant impact on my 
life. He has pushed me not 
only on the fi eld but also in 
the classroom with the high 
standards he sets for his 
teams. His dedication and 
enthusiasm towards the 
game of soccer is boundless, 
however, the thing I admire 
the most about him is the 
love and passion that he has 
for each and every member 
of the team. He treats us as 
if we are family and that is 
something that will last a 
lifetime.” Donoho was the 
captain of the 2020 Varsity 
Soccer Team at Dobie High 
school.

Shining Stars recipient Andrew Jaso chose AP calcu-
lus teacher Ashley Brown as a distinguished educator 
award recipient. Brown . Jaso said, “I chose Mrs. Brown 
because she is an amazing teacher who believes in her 
students and does everything to make sure her students 
understand what she teaches. I've had Mrs. Brown as a 

freshman in geometry and now in AP calculus as a se-
nior and I can say that she is one of the best teachers 
that I have ever had because she has greatly impacted 
my high school experience. Mrs. Brown is a caring, fun-
ny and inspiring teacher, and I greatly appreciate her 
for everything she has done for me and all her students.” 

Ashley Brown Andrew Jaso
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