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Water rates increase for some residents
 Residents living within the Houston city limits 
may have recently noticed an increase in their wa-
ter bills.
 A city ordinance passed in 2010 requires the 
Combined Utility System of the Public Works and 
Engineering Department to implement an automat-
ic annual rate adjustment effective April 1 of each 
year. The rate adjustment under the ordinance for 
April 1, 2017 was a 3.4 percent increase. This rate 
adjustment is based on a combination of the 2016 
Houston Regional Consumer Price Index of 1.6 
percent plus the city of Houston’s population in-
crease of 1.8 percent, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. According to city offi cials, this annu-
al rate adjustment is intended to help cover cost 

increases that impact the provision of safe, clean 
drinking water and the collection and treatment of 
wastewater. This includes operational costs, as well 
as the costs involved in the repair and replacement 
of portions of the city’s aging infrastructure. 
 The rate adjustment should have been refl ected 
in residents’ May bill.
 Residents living in unincorporated parts of the 
county that are serviced by local municipal utility 
districts might also notice an increase, as the dis-
tricts may opt to pass the added costs onto the con-
sumer.
 According to Sagemeadow MUD President Ted 
Heinrich, residents of the subdivision should have 
received an increase of roughly 3 percent on their 

June water bills.
 While the Clear Brook City MUD has yet to 
levy a rate increase, district consultant Chris Clark 
said a meeting is scheduled for late July to renego-
tiate its current deal with the city.
 Unlike other local MUDs, the Clear Brook City 
MUD is part owner of the City of Houston’s South-
east Water Purifi cation Plant. Other co-owners in-
clude the Gulf Coast Water Authority (City of Gal-
veston and City of League City), the Clear Lake 
City Water Authority (City of Nassau Bay), the La 
Porte Water Authority, Harris County MUD No. 
55, the City of Pasadena, the City of South Hous-
ton, the City of Webster, the City of Friendswood 
and Baybrook MUD No. 1.
 Any such increase in the Clear Brook City MUD 
would come fresh on the heels of a previous rate 
increase that went into effect in December 2016 to 
provide for fi ve additional patrol deputies for the 
Harris County Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce.
 The $7.22 increase was broken down as follows:
 • $3.25 per month for constable contract in-
crease
 • $1.06 per month for Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department rate increase
 • $1.31 per month for City of Houston water rate 
increase

 • $0.22 per month for City of Houston sewer rate 
increase
 • $1.38 per month for infrastructure mainte-
nance
 Under the new rate, Clear Brook City MUD res-
idents using the minimum of 7,000 gallons of wa-
ter per month saw their rates increase from $60 to 
$67.22.
 While the Sagemeadow and Kirkmont munici-
pal utility districts are also responsible for paying 
for the new constable contract and SVFD rate in-
creases, neither of the MUDs have yet to make any 
changes to their utility rates.
 Heinrich said, however, that will likely change 
soon, as Sagemeadow MUD board members are 
expected to ratify a rate increase at a meeting later 
this month. Sagemeadow residents should expect 
to see an increase of roughly $3.50 per month on ei-
ther their August or September water bill, Heinrich 
said.
 While the Kirkmont MUD has yet to raise its 
rates in response to the city’s recent increase, or the 
added Precinct 2 patrol deputies, Kirkmont MUD 
Manager Linda Arnone said such a measure was 
not off the table.
 Arnone said, however, it was not listed on the 
MUD’s July agenda.

Firefighters petition for pay increase
By Jay Do

 A number of local fi refi ghters of the Houston 
Fire Department have recently begun fi ghting a 
heated battle of a different sort. 
 Passed by the Texas House in May of this 
year, Mayor Sylvester Turner’s pension reform 
bill hopes to bring an end to the City of Houston’s 
fi scal crisis, one that has spanned over 16 years. 
Even as he cheered the bill’s passage, Turner 
warned that more work lay ahead, a clear nod to 
the series of referendums looming this fall. 
 Among those challenging the bill are mem-
bers of the Houston Fire Department, who feel 
the bill unjustly strips them of their pensions, 
while not paying them at the same rate as oth-
er city agencies, namely, the Houston Police De-
partment. 
 The disparity in pay between the two agen-
cies has grown considerably over the course of 
the past several years. The starting pay of a fi re-
fi ghter cadet is $28,900, while a police offi cer 

cadet can expect to start at $42,000. This trend 
remains consistent with higher ranks in both de-
partments, as fi refi ghters are paid, on average, 60 
percent less than police offi cers, when compared 
at a rank by rank basis. The fi refi ghters have 
earned 3 percent pay raises since 2011, where-
as the police offi cers have enjoyed pay raises 
of 26.44 percent since 2011. Furthermore, the 
Houston Fire Department operates with a $458 
million annual budget, compared to the $775 
million budget of the Houston Police Depart-
ment. 
 Outraged by this staggering disparity, Hous-
ton fi refi ghters have taken to the streets to take 
matters out of politicians’ hands, and into the 
hands of voters. 
 Appealing to Section 9.004 of the Texas Lo-
cal Government Code in which the governing 
body of a municipality on its own motion may 
submit a proposed charter amendment to the mu-
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Kirkmont sign is missing 
 This past week, a sign for the Kirkmont 
subdivision went missing. The sign was locat-
ed on the southbound side of Blackhawk near 
the Riverstone Ranch subdivision, where driv-
ers would be exiting the Kirkmont neighbor-
hood. Anyone with information about this is 
urged to contact the Leader at 281-481-5656 
or mynews@southbeltleader.com.

Lariaettes hold summer clinic
 The Dobie Lariaettes are having their annu-
al Summer Dance Explosion clinic Thursday 
and Friday, July 27 and 28, including dancing, 
games, crafts and lunch. The clinic will be held 
at Dobie High School from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for 
children in pre-K through eighth grade. Cost is 
$50 at the door, cash or money order only.
 Show offs will take place Friday, July 28, 
at 3 p.m. in the Dobie auditorium. Participants 
will receive a clinic souvenir. For additional 
information, contact Myrna Alanis by email at 
Myrnaalanis@yahoo.com.

Vacation photos sought
 The Leader is seeking readers’ 2017 vaca-
tion photos for publication. A first-, second- 
and third-place prize of Schlitterbahn Gal-
veston tickets will be awarded during June, 
July and August to the best submissions. First 
place will be awarded eight tickets; second 
place will be awarded six; and third place will 
be awarded four. Submissions should include 
when and where the photo was taken, identi-
fy each person in the picture and describe the 
trip. All photos must be high resolution. Email 
photos to mynews@southbeltleader.com.

SVFD offers free screenings
 The Southeast Volunteer Fire Department 
will offer free glucose readings and blood 
pressure screenings on Friday, Aug. 4, from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Walgreens located at 10850 
Scarsdale Blvd. For additional information, 
visit the People of Sagemont Facebook page 
or the Southeast Volunteer Fire Department 
Facebook page.

Free self-defense class offered
 The American Society of Karate is offer-
ing free one-hour self-defense and martial arts 
courses for teens and adults (ages 13-80) at 
the Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 
Hughes, on Fridays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
The courses are taught by experienced martial 
arts instructors. For more information, email 
Michael.Alonzo@ASKKarate.com or call 
281-788-5930.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 According to the Texas Department of Trans-
portation, at least one inside lane on the north-
bound and southbound frontage roads of the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Road 1 to State Highway 
96 in League City will be closed nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30. 
 At least one alternate lane on the north-
bound and southbound main lanes of the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Road 1 to State High-
way 96 in League City will be closed nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sunday, Dec. 31.
 Alternate entrance and exit ramps on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Road 1 to State Highway 
96 in League City will be closed nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sunday, Dec. 31.
 At least one alternate lane on the north-
bound and southbound main lanes and front-
age roads of the Gulf Freeway from FM-528/
NASA Parkway to Fuqua will be closed daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Saturday, Aug. 5. 
At least two alternate lanes on the northbound 
and southbound main lanes and frontage roads 
of the Gulf Freeway from FM-528/NASA 
Parkway to Fuqua will be closed nightly from 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Friday, Aug. 4.

Gulf Meadows VBS planned
 Gulf Meadows Church Kids’ Quest Child 
Development Center, 8012 Fuqua, will hold 
its Finding Jesus vacation Bible school Mon-
day, July 24, to Friday, July 28, from 9 a.m. to 
noon. The program is open to ages 2 through 
12. The cost is $45 and includes lunch. For 
more information, call 713-987-9503. 

Lariaette car wash July 22
 The Lariaette car wash will be held Sat-
urday, July 22, in the McDonald’s parking 
lot, 11323 Fuqua. Tickets are $5 presale and 
can be purchased from any current Lariaette. 
Driveups are welcome. Donations accepted.

  Seahawks sign-up set
 The Blackhawk Seahawks football and 
cheer program for boys and girls ages 5-12 is 
holding a sign-up and information session at 
Dobie every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. through Friday, Aug. 18. 
For information, call Vice President Matthew 
Perez at 832- 692- 0535.

Crohn’s, colitis group meets
 The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation Bay 
Area Support Group will meet Tuesday, July 
25, from 7:30 to  9 p.m. at State Farm Insur-
ance, 12941 Gulf Freeway, Suite 101. Patients 
and caregivers are invited to attend.

Firefi ghters start heated petition

Residents have been braving the summer heat to support the Houston Fire Department’s 
petition for equal pay to that of the Houston Police Department. Shown above are, left to 
right, Bo Skucius, Natalia Settlemire, Sherry Settlemire, Alana Settlemire and Capt. Rob 
Ramirez.  Photo by Jay Do

Picon to enter workforce

Israel Picon (shown above) recently graduated from the Pasadena Independent School Dis-
trict’s Lewis Career and Technical High School with enough qualifi cations to begin a ca-
reer in welding. Opened in the fall of 2014, the campus allows students to train in various 
in-demand occupation fi elds and graduate with the necessary certifi cations to enter the 
workforce. See related story on Page 4A.  Photo submitted

$95K check stolen from CBCMUD
 A check for more than $95,000 was recently 
stolen from the Clear Brook City Municipal Util-
ity District.
 Originally intended for the City of Houston as 
payment for water service, the $95,533.13 check 
never reached its destination. The theft was no-
ticed the following billing cycle when the city 
said it never received the previous month’s pay-
ment.
 Clear Brook City MUD offi cials reached out 
to the district’s bank and determined the check 
had not been cashed yet, and a “stop payment” 
was placed on it, and another check was issued 
to the city.
 A few days later, the MUD received a call 

from Bank of America regarding a check in the 
amount of $95,533.13 being made out to Charles 
E. Johnson of Charles J Hair Styles in Tolleson, 
Arizona. While the check was deposited into the 
individual’s account, no cash was ever dispersed, 
as the check had been placed on hold.
 Investigators from the Harris County Precinct 
2 Constable’s offi ce said they believed they had 
a suspect identifi ed, but their leads hit a dead end 
when the individual’s parole offi cer was unable 
to positively identify him through the bank’s sur-
veillance footage.
 Clear Brook City MUD offi cials said this was 
not he fi rst time large checks made out to the city 
had been stolen.

Local police make bizarre drug bust
 A call about a suspicious person at an apart-
ment complex on Algonquin at Scarsdale led to a 
bizarre drug bust early Monday, July 17.
 Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce responded to the call around 
3:45 a.m. to fi nd a male standing by himself in 
the parking lot of the complex. Responding dep-
uties said they detected a strong marijuana odor 
coming from a nearby gray Cadillac.
 The suspect acknowledged the Cadillac was 
his vehicle and reportedly gave his consent for 
deputies to search the car. As the suspect was at-
tempting to unlock the vehicle with his remote 
control, the trunk of a second nearby car, a white 
Cadillac, unexpectedly opened. The suspect told 

deputies the white Cadillac was also his vehicle.
 A search of the gray Cadillac yielded Ecsta-
sy pills, methamphetamine and marijuana. The 
suspect was detained, while the deputies called a 
K-9 unit from the Houston Police Department.
 When the police dog arrived, it hit on the 
white Cadillac, where offi cers found more Ec-
stasy pills and marijuana, as well as cocaine. The 
suspect was also found to have $1,300  in cash on 
his person.
 Mark Frausto, 22, was arrested and charged 
with three counts of possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to deliver.
 Both of the suspect’s vehicles were seized by 
police.

County unveils new hurricane app
By Jay Do

 The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season offi cial-
ly began on Thursday, June 1, and will continue 
through Nov. 30.
 This year’s hurricane season is expected 
to be busier than usual, as meteorologists with 
the Tropical Storm Risk predicting a total of 17 
named storms (sustained winds of 39 mph or 
higher), seven hurricanes (sustained winds of 74 
mph or higher) and three major hurricanes (Cat-
egory 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph or higher) this 
season. 
 Experts are anticipating this year’s hurricane 
season to be the most active since 2012. By com-
parison, 2016 only had 15 named storms. The 
30-year average is 12 named storms, six hurri-
canes and three major hurricanes.
 Residents of the South Belt community are no 
stranger to the fact that the weather is unpredict-

able and often changes at but a moment’s notice. 
As such, all residents should plan accordingly, 
in the event that a major storm should strike the 
area. 
 Emergency preparedness starts with being in-
formed, and the Harris County Offi ce of Home-
land Security & Emergency Management offers 
a free mobile application that aims to provide the 
most comprehensive resource to aid citizens in 
building a personal preparedness plan before a 
major storm, while providing real-time updates 
during emergency situations. 
 Deemed ReadyHarris, the mobile application 
is an all-hazards overview of disaster informa-
tion. Using the ReadyHarris application, resi-
dents will be able to share their status with se-
lected contacts, receive critical emergency alerts 
through push notifi cations, locate Harris Coun-
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HFD Station 70 saves driver

Houston fi refi ghters are shown above using an ax to rescue a woman from her vehicle fol-
lowing an accident at the intersection of Beamer and Beltway 8 around 4:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 19. According to a witness, the driver of the red truck was traveling south on 
Beamer when he ran a light and struck the woman’s car as it was traveling east on the belt-
way feeder. The female driver was conscious and did not appear to have life-threatening 
injuries.  Photo by Marie Flickinger



Page 2 Section A, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, July 20, 2017

Garcia explains ‘The 
People’s Budget’
 While members of the Republican 
majority are competing to see who 
can make the deepest cuts, there is a 
budget proposal before Congress that 
would boost the economy for all of us 
while cutting the number of people in 
poverty in half.
 It’s The People’s Budget, proposed 
by the Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus. 
 The People’s Budget invests in safe 
and productive infrastructure, educa-
tion, affordable housing, health care 
and nutrition, child care and working 
family tax credits. It calls for increasing 
the minimum wage. 
 These investments will create 3.6 
million jobs, and set us on a path to cut 
poverty in half in ten years. The Peo-
ple’s Budget invests $2 trillion in in-
frastructure spending, expanding rural 
broadband, universal pre-K and free 
college tuition at state and community 
colleges. 
 Which would transition America and 
the American people into a 21st Centu-
ry economy and transform our energy, 
water and transportation systems.
 Expand our commitment to effi cient 
renewable energy and green jobs, in-
cluding job assistance and training for 
those transitioning from fossil fuel to 
clean energy jobs. 
 Protect and expand affordable 
healthcare for millions of Americans, 
including support for states to transition 
to a single-payer healthcare system 
and provisions to lower prescription 
drug price.

 Create and promote a fair tax system 
that benefi ts working families by end-
ing tax loopholes, corporate giveaways 
and tax breaks for billionaires and Wall 
Street and ensuring that billionaires 
and Wall Street pay their fair share of 
taxes.
 Every year without fail our elected 
representatives give over half of the 
discretionary budget to the Pentagon, 
leaving less than half to be divided up 
to fund education, healthcare, environ-
mental spending, infrastructure, and ev-
erything else.
 Emily Garcia

Guthrie writes on Brio, 
press speaking truth 
 
 Thank you for your 6/29/17 editorial 
updating the community about the Brio 
situation.  Having been born and raised 
in this part of town (Meadowbrook and 
New Meadowbrook Freeway) and hav-
ing spent four years as assistant pastor 
at St. Frances Cabrini I knew some of 
the Brio story.  
 What I have also learned over the 
years is the story of your courageous 
and determined effort to tell the truth 
about this issue.  
 Thank you for publishing the truth 
despite the personal and professional 
cost. 
 I believe that now, more than ever, we 
need a press that speaks truth to power. 
 Thank you for keeping that press 
alive. Sincerely yours,

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie
 Pastor

 St. Luke the Evangelist
 Catholic Church

DeathsElected offi cials share their wordsIn My Opinion

Local library events set
Parker Williams Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale 
Blvd.:
 Thursday, July 20, 3 p.m. Volunteer Opportunities answers questions about where and 
how to volunteer and what to do to complete volunteer hours. Explore different volunteer 
opportunities in the community. (Ages 13 and older)
 Friday, July 21, 4 p.m. Anime club continues the summer session in the library commu-
nity room with an extended edition of playing the mini-series FLCL (Fooly Cooly) (rated 
TV-14)
 Saturday, July 22, 11:30 a.m. Balloon animals. Youth, ages 10 and older, meet at the 
library for some free balloon animals.
 Monday, July 24, 3 p.m. Basic Life Skills: Barbecuing (ages 13 and older). The prac-
tice of barbecuing is found in different cultures. Discover the origin of barbecuing and 
join a tradition in the library community room to learn how to safely char some meat 
mateys.
 Tuesday, July 25, 2 p.m. Movie and markers. Meet in the library community room for 
the showing of Iron Giant (rated G, 84 minutes), an activity for ages 3 and older. Enjoy a 
fun fi lm, free air conditioning and coloring while the movie plays.
 Wednesday, July 26, 2:30 p.m. Puppet Pizzazz Extravaganza. Meet in the library com-
munity room for an hour of stories and puppets. See a variety of puppets brought to life 
by world class puppeteer Greg Ruhe and listen to the fantastic stories he tells from around 
the world. This activity is appropriate for ages 7 and older.
 Wednesday, July 26, 2:30 p.m. Computer class: Computer Basics - This class introduc-
es a fi rst time user to the desktop computer. Participants will be familiarized with terms 
used and with different components and features of the computer. Register in advance as 
space is limited to 8.
 Wednesday, July 26, 6 p.m. 3D printing demo. This is a free introductory tutorial to 3D 
printing that is geared for adults.
 The events occurring every week are:
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m., for children ages 3 to 5 years, featuring 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m., for toddlers from birth to 3 years, featuring 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese learning time. Level 2 begins at 10 a.m., Level 1 begins at 11:15 
a.m. and Level 3 begins at 2:30 p.m. For more information on Vietnamese learning, speak 
with Loc Bui.
 For more information on library events, phone the library at 281-484-2036. Library 
hours are: Monday, 1-9 p.m., Tuesday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 -  6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Sunday, 
closed. 

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 King-
spoint:
 Thursday, July 20, 3 p.m. Sweet Construction. Design and build a structure out of 
candy. (Ages 9-18)
 Thursday, July 20, 6 - 7:45 p.m. Not Your Mama’s Book Club
 Saturday, July 22, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Tuesday, July 25, 10:30 a.m. All About Turtles. Enjoy the turtle conservation program 
with live specimens on exhibit.
 Wednesday, July 26, Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet 
Basics;  4:30 p.m. Basic Powerpoint
 To register children/teens for the Houston Public Library Summer Reading program 
and learn about reading levels and prizes, visit http://houstonlibrary.org/summer.
 To register for the Adult Summer Reading program, visit http://houstonlibrary.org/
learn-explore/library-events/summer-reading-grown-ups. 
 Bracewell hours are: Sunday, closed; Monday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m., Tuesday and Wednes-
day, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Thursday, noon - 8 p.m., Friday, 1 - 5 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m.

Daryl Jennings 
Henderson Terry

 Daryl Jennings Hender-
son Terry, 93, born in Atlan-
ta, Georgia, died on June 24, 
2017 in Houston.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents Tyre Lee Jen-
nings Jr. and Ellie Louise 
Martin Jennings; her fi rst 
husband Joe Martin Hender-
son of Bryan, Texas; and her 
husband William Patton “Pat” 
Terry Jr. of Copperhill, Ten-
nessee. She was also prede-
ceased by her loving brother 
Tyre Lee Jennings III and 
wife Madylene; and nephew 
Durhmon Jennings and his 
son Matthew Jennings, all of 
Houston.
 Daryl is survived by her 
daughter Nancy Hender-
son Haupt; grandsons Grant 
Haupt, Jordon Haupt and 
his wife Lauren and three 
great-granddaughters, Kris-
ten Haupt, Rachel and Melis-
sa Haupt; niece Linda Hold-
er and husband Mickey and 
family; and niece Kay Mont-
gomery and husband David 
and family.
 After a childhood spent 
in Atlanta, she moved with 
her parents to Dallas, where 
she graduated from Adam-
son High School in 1941. 
There she focused on a busi-
ness curriculum and mas-
tered shorthand and typing to 
prepare for secretarial work. 
Daryl was employed as an 
administrative secretary for 
Shell Oil Company, both in 
Houston and Atlanta, and re-
tired after a 26-year career.
 She was also a devoted 
member of the Baptist Tab-
ernacle in downtown Atlan-
ta where she met her second 
husband Pat. He was a lov-
ing stepfather to her daughter 
Nancy and devoted grandfa-
ther to both of Nancy’s sons 
during their formative years. 
 Daryl was an avid read-
er who loved her Bible and 
enjoyed fi ction books. She 
loved looking through her 
many cookbooks and en-
tertaining her family and 
friends, not sparing the fi ne 
china and silver. 
 When her grandsons came 
along, she was very involved 
in caring for them and loved 
and adored them. She was 
also blessed to have three 
beautiful great-granddaugh-
ters whom she cherished.  
 Daryl will be greatly 
missed by all who knew and 
loved her.
 A memorial service is Sat-
urday, July 29, at 10 a.m. at 
South Park Funeral and Cem-
etery in Pearland, with inter-
ment immediately following 
at South Park Cemetery.
 Condolences may be made 
at www.southparkfunerals.
com.

SEEN-ABWA hosts speaker on apps
 Join the South East Express Network (SEEN) of the American Business Women’s Asso-
ciation (ABWA) for the monthly luncheon on Thursday, Aug. 10, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Spring Creek Barbeque (private meeting room), 9005 Broadway, Pearland. 
 Twenty dollars covers the meal and meeting fee. RSVP by Tuesday, Aug. 8, at http://
www.seen-abwa.org./.
 The public is invited to hear guest speaker, Kristena Hackett, as she shares her expertise 
on social media apps made easy.

Invitation for small businesses
By Rep. Pete Olson

 Rep. Pete Olson (TX-22) invites TX-22 small businesses to apply to join his Small Busi-
ness Advisory Council (SBAC). The goal of this council is to advise Olson on federal policy 
issues that impact the small business community.
 “Small businesses are the backbone of our economy and our communities,” said Rep. Pete 
Olson. “The representatives on this advisory council will provide me with a direct line to our 
small business community and allow me to better represent their views in Congress. It’s deep-
ly important to me to provide small businesses with every resource available to encourage 
growth and opportunities. I look forward to hearing from these business leaders and serving 
as their voice in Washington.”
 Representatives selected to participate will serve on the SBAC, which will hold four 
roundtables over the next year. The roundtables will be open to all small businesses in TX-22 
and will discuss topics including, technology, cyber security, intellectual property, obtaining 
grants, workforce development and education, and doing business with the government. Only 
representatives from small businesses within TX-22 are eligible to apply. Completed appli-
cations are due to the Pearland office by Aug. 4. For applications and more information, visit 
Olson’s SBAC page.

Norman Joseph 
Mondor

 Norman Joseph Mon-
dor died on July 12, 2017, 
in Houston. He was born in 
Biddeford, Maine, to Robert 
J. and Alice F. (LaCharite) 
Mondor on Sept. 10, 1954, 
the seventh of 17 children.
 He grew up in Saco, 
Maine, and attended local 
schools, graduating from 
Thornton Academy in 1972. 
Upon graduating from high 
school, he worked at vari-
ous jobs, including the Saco 
Tannery. In 1976, Norman 
met the mother of his chil-
dren while living in Maine 
and they soon started a fam-
ily, having a daughter fi rst. 
In 1979, Norman moved his 
family to Texas where he at-
tended trade school in Pasa-
dena and began his lengthy 
career as a journeyman line-
man. He was a member of the 
International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, Local 
Union 66. The birth of a son 
soon followed.  Norman lived 
in the South Belt area for al-
most 40 years.
 Norman was a devout 
Catholic, and an active stew-
ard in his parish at the Cath-
olic Community of St. Luke 
the Evangelist  Church. He 
was a proud member of the 
Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 9201. Norman’s steward-
ship included participation in 
the church’s fi sh frys during 
Lent and the spaghetti din-
ners throughout the year. He 
assisted in the beautifi ca-
tion efforts of his church by 
landscaping and planting the 
countless sago palms on the 
church grounds. He helped 
anyone who needed help.

 Norman loved everything 
pertaining to golf. He loved 
playing golf and watching 
golf. Norman was a perfec-
tionist in his work and took 
time to do things right. He 
could build just about any-
thing. He enjoyed playing 
cards with his friends, swim-
ming, fi shing, gardening, 
bowling, rescuing animals, 
art, music, watching football, 
grilling on the barbecue pit, 
dining out and participating 
in community activities at his 
church.
 Most importantly, Nor-
man loved God, loved being 
a steward, and he loved his 
entire family both near and 
far. He loved his children and 
grandchildren very much. He 
made it his priority to spend 
as much time with them as 
he could. Norman was tru-
ly loved by his family and 
friends and he will be greatly 
missed.
 Norman is preceded in 
death by his parents and 
four of his siblings Robert 
R. Mondor, Donald Mondor, 
Michael Mondor and Nich-
ole Green and her husband 
James.
 Norman is survived by 
his daughter Melissa, her 
husband Richard Herrera Sr. 
and their two children Han-
nah and Richard Jr., as well 
as his son Mathew Mondor, 
his wife Brandi and their two 
children Brenyn and Brianna.
 He is also survived by 
brothers Richard Mondor 
of Portland, Maine; Dennis 
Mondor and his wife Cathy of 
Shapleigh, Maine and Cape 
Coral, Florida; Patrick Mon-
dor and special friend Sandy 
Sherry of Saco, Maine; David 
Mondor of West Linn, Ore-
gon; James Mondor of Old 
Orchard Beach, Maine; Marc 
Mondor of Frankfort, Maine; 
and William Mondor of Al-
fred, Maine.
 Norman is also survived 
by sisters Susan C. and hus-
band Michael Spath of Saco, 
Maine; Linda  and husband 
Kent Anderson of Jupiter, 
Florida; Judith  and husband 
Charles Williams of Gaines-
ville, Georgia; Jocelyn and 
husband Richard Giroux of 
Buxton, Maine; and Elaine 
and husband Ron Dorais of 
Cape Coral, Florida.
 Norman leaves behind an 
extended family of nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews, and many 
friends, his church family, 
and his IBEW Union brother-
hood.
 On Friday, July 21, a ro-
sary will be recited at 1:30 
p.m., followed by the cel-
ebration of a funeral Mass 
at 2:30 p.m. at St. Luke’s, 
11011 Hall Road. A recep-
tion will be held in the social 
hall at the church following 
the Mass. A memorial ser-
vice will be held for Norman 
in Maine at a later date where 
his ashes will be laid to rest. 
In lieu of fl owers, donations 
may be made to St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church.

Continued from Page 1A
nicipality’s qualifi ed voters 
for their approval at an elec-
tion, the department now 
petitions and aims to col-
lect 21,000 signatures from 
Houston residents that are 
registered voters. If this quota 
is met, the proposed amend-
ment will be brought to the 
ballot in November for voters 
to decide its fate.
 Deemed the Houston 
Firefi ghter Charter Amend-
ment, the charter aims to 
require parity in the compen-
sation provided to Houston 
fi refi ghters compared to the 
compensation provided to 
Houston police offi cers on a 
rank by rank basis.
 Among those leading the 
effort is Capt. Rob Ramirez 
of the Houston Fire Depart-
ment. Ramirez is a longtime 
resident of the South Belt 
community, and is also a 
member of the Southeast Vol-
unteer Fire Department. 
 “As public servants, I be-
lieve that we are all import-
ant,” said Ramirez. “We are 
just as important as the police 
offi cers, and our pay should 
refl ect that. The starting sal-
ary for a fi refi ghter cadet is 
$29,000, and that may be 
okay for a single 19 year-old, 
but for someone who is going 
in with a family, they’re hav-
ing to look for government 
assistance because the pay is 
so low.”
 The department’s deci-
sion to forego high pay rais-
es in return for retaining its 
pensions has resulted in its 
current predicament.
 “When we bargained for 
our raises, we always want-
ed to preserve our pensions,” 
said Ramirez. “We had a 
well-funded pension, so we 
gave up pay increases, as 
long as they did not take our 
pension away. We shot our-
selves in the foot when we 
did that, because now they’re 
taking our pension away and 
giving it to other city work-
ers, like the police offi cers 
and the garbage collectors, as 
part of Mayor Turner’s pen-
sion reform.”
 Although they are com-
paring their pay to that of po-
lice offi cers, the Houston Fire 
Department wants to make 
it clear that this effort is in 
no way an attack against the 
Houston Police Department, 
but rather an effort to earn 
what they feel they deserve. 
 “We’ve given upfront pay 
raises to hold onto our pen-
sions, whereas the Houston 
Police Department has sac-
rifi ced pension benefi ts in 
order to get pay raises,” said 
Capt. Keven Desai. “We’re 
not in any way saying that 
they don’t deserve it, but the 
mayor himself has said the 
City of Houston needs pen-
sion parity. It’s something 
that he’s been quoted as say-
ing, and it’s something that 
he’s worked hard on over his 

tenure. All we’re saying is 
that if they want pension par-
ity, then we want pay parity.”
 Ramirez feels the passion 
that fi refi ghters have for their 
profession has contributed to 
the department’s current di-
lemma. 
 “It’s just sad and upset-
ting that we’re not being paid 
at the same rate, because it 
makes us feel like we’re not 
as important,” said Ramirez. 
“We’re almost our own worst 
enemy, because we love what 
we do so much that we’ve 
looked the other way for so 
long and now we’ve ended 
up in this predicament. It’s 
almost like being a volunteer 
fi refi ghter. Those guys don’t 
get paid anything, they do for 
the passion of the job.”
 Ramirez and Desai have 
worked tirelessly through the 
summer heat to collect the 
signatures required to meet 
the 21,000 quota, and are of-
ten seen garnering support at 
local businesses, including 
Almeda Mall and Foodarama. 
 “We’re knocking on 
doors, doing block walks,” 
said Ramirez. “We are going 
to different events around 
the city, as well as asking for 
support of the community 
through radio stations, Face-
book and other social media 
outlets. We’ve been featured 
on a number of television 
channels, including ABC 13.”
 The response from the 
community that they serve 
has been nothing but positive. 
 “The community has been 
very receptive and a hundred 
percent supportive of what 
we’ve been doing,” said De-
sai. “They are shocked when 
they hear the disparaging dif-
ferences between the Hous-
ton Fire Department and the 
Houston Police Department.”
  Even with the positive re-
sponse from the community, 
Desai is still uncertain of the 

Houston Firefi ghter Charter 
Amendment’s ability to pass 
in November. 
 “With all the negative 
things that have happened to 
fi refi ghters recently, I don’t 
feel confi dent about any-
thing,” said Desai. “I hope that 
the citizens know what we do 
for them and know that we do 
it for the right reasons.” 
 For the members of Hous-
ton Fire Department, though, 
their service to their city and 
their commitment to serving 
others supersedes any issues 
regarding politics. 
 “We are the third largest 
fi re department in the nation, 
and we are ranked number 
one in terms of city services,” 
said Desai. “We have great 
medical personnel that con-
stantly rank either fi rst or sec-
ond in the nation in terms of 
the number of lives saved in 
cardiac arrest calls. Whether 
this gets approved or not, if 
it makes it to the ballot and 
the voters vote it down, the 
quality of the service that we 
provide to this city will not be 
affected. 
 ‘There’s no time for pol-
itics when we’re on duty. If 
you call us, we’ll be there.”
 Residents interested in 
aiding the Houston Fire De-
partment’s cause and sup-
porting the Houston Fire-
fi ghter Charter Amendment 
are urged to visit their web-
site at www.LetTheVotersDe
cide.us for more information, 
and above all else, spread the 
word. 
 “We’re asking for the 
support of this communi-
ty now and in November,” 
said Ramirez. “Get the word 
out and spread it around as 
much as you can. We’re not 
asking for much, we’re just 
asking for fairness and equal-
ity. Please make it out to the 
voter polls in November and 
support us.”

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding
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Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Spring 
Specials

281-481-9683

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Private School: Looking for 
Low Class Ratio?

GAP - Goudeau Accelerated 
Preparatory School

 281-481-3633
NOW ENROLLING 

for 2017-2018 

 1/2 Price Registration

Call for More Information

Houston fireman fighting 
for parity pay with HPD

 Alexa De La Garza (left), one of South Houston High 
School’s Shining Stars, is shown with distinguished educa-
tor David Ngo (right), a band director.
 De La Garza has volunteered for Marching Band events, 
as well as National Honor Society events and Student Council 
events. She would also help with intermediate basketball tour-
naments, middle school band activities and judo tournaments.
 De La Garza plans to at-
tend the University of Hous-
ton and would like to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in chemi-
cal engineering.
 De La Garza commented 
about Ngo, “Not only is he 
an outstanding director, but 
Mr. Ngo has been a support-
ive mentor since he became 
the head band director. Al-
though I only spent a year 
with him, he was the fi rst 
teacher who pushed me to 
become a better musician 
and person in life. I’m thank-
ful for him teaching me how 
to face every single problem 
in life with patience, and for 
helping me fi nd the confi -
dence I needed to believe in 
myself. Wherever I go I will 
always keep his wise words 
in mind, and never forget 
what a great teacher he was.”
 The South Belt Shining 
Stars will be presented in a 
series of 10 students being 
honored along with their fa-

De La Garza thankful for Ngo’s teachings
vorite mentor.
 The 10 Shining Stars represent the Top 10 South Hous-
ton High School students. The information and photos 
were submitted by Pasadena Independent School District.
 The Leader is also running the Top 10 Shining Stars 
from Dobie and Pasadena Memorial high schools.

Israeli folk dancing in July
 The dancing continues at the synagogue. What was intend-
ed to last only for four to fi ve months is now entering its sev-
enth year, as the participants do not want to stop dancing. The 
sessions are not built on one another, so missing a few ses-
sions or just starting doesn’t matter. Catching up is quick and 
everybody enjoys excellent cardio work while having fun.
 The dances are held at Congregation Shaar Hashalom on 
Mondays, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. This month’s sessions will 
take place July 24 (no session on July 31 for Fast of Tish’ah 
B’Av). Sessions are $4 a session or $35 for 10 sessions for 
CSH members and $5 a session or $45 for 10 session for non-
member. 
 This cost covers expenses. Everyone is welcome to join 
the group. Congregation Shaar Hashalom, 16020 El Camino 
Real is the conservative synagogue in the Bay Area. The en-
tire community is invited. For more information contact the 
synagogue offi ce at 281-488-5861 or email csh.houston@
gmail.com.

 George Howard “Herb” 
Gothard Jr., 94, of South Belt, 
died Sunday, July 16, 2017. He 
was preceded in death by his 
wife of 67 years, Cotsie, and 
his sons Thomas (Tommy) and 
Herbert (Don) Gothard. 
 George is survived by his 
grandchildren, great-grandchil-
dren, and great-great-grand-

children. George served proud-
ly in the U.S. Navy and was a 
veteran of both World War II 
and the Korean War. Following 
his active duty, George served 
in the Navy Reserve, assisting 
with the service and mainte-
nance of the USS Texas. 
 George retired in 1986 from 
Walgreens, having worked 
there for more than 30 years. 
 He was a member of 
Sagemont Church, where he 
served as a volunteer with 
senior adults. Visitation will 
be held from noon to 1 p.m., 
Thursday, July 20, at Forest 
Park Lawndale. The funeral 
service and burial will imme-
diately follow visitation.

George Howard
Gothard Jr.

Bay Area Genealogical sets meets
 Native American Genealogy Research will be the topic 
discussed at the July meeting of Bay Area Genealogical Soci-
ety, which will host professional genealogist Marjorie Lowe, 
a well-known Native American genealogy expert.
 The meeting will be held on Friday, July 28, in the Chapel 
of University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook Drive in 
Houston. The meet-and-greet is at 6:30 p.m. and the program 
at 7 p.m. For more information, go to www.TxBayAreaGen.
org or call Kim Zrubek at 281-992-2636.

July Master Gardener events set
 The following Master Gardener events have been sched-
uled for the July. “Raised Beds, Low Volume Drip Irrigation 
and Rain Barrels” lecture will be on Thursday, July 20, at 
6:30 p.m., at Freeman Branch Library, located at 16616 Diana 
Lane in Houston. This is a free Harris County Master Garden-
er event. For information, call 713-274-0950 or visit http://
hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/docs/2017-green-thumb.pdf.

GPD Group joins 
SBWV Architects
 GPD Group announced 
that SBWV Architects, a lead-
ing architectural firm based in 
Houston, has joined their team. 
 SBWV Architects special-
izes in the planning and design 
of educational facilities and has 
extensive experience including 
early childhood centers, ele-
mentary schools, intermediate 
schools, middle schools, junior 
high schools, high schools, 
college and university build-
ings, and a wide range of ath-
letic and support facilities. The 
union of these client-centered 
companies represents more 
than 80 years of outstanding 
experience throughout the 
states of Ohio and Texas.
 “This is an exciting oppor-
tunity,” said SBWV’s Charles 
Bourgeois, American Institue 
of Architects (AIA). “Both 
SBWV Architects and GPD 
Group were founded on sim-
ilar principles, and we look 
forward to continuing to pro-
vide the highest level of ar-
chitectural and engineering 
services to our clients through 
our combined strengths and 
expanded capabilities.”

 For GPD, this teaming 
means having the ability to 
provide full service architec-
tural and engineering capabil-
ities to clients in an extended 
geographic reach. For SBWV, 
it means being able to offer ad-
ditional in-house services not 
previously available. SBWV, 
known for their expertise in 
the educational market, will 
now be able to serve clients 
with full-service engineering 
design, planning, construction, 
site development and environ-
mental service capabilities.
 As a part of the transition, 
SBWV employees will re-
main at their Houston office 
located at 2121 Sage Road.
 “The merger will bene-
fit both companies and their 
clients by providing more 
resources and experience, as 
well as expanded geographic 
reach,” said Darrin Kotecki, 
professional engineer, GPD 
Group president. “Team-
ing with SBWV Architects 
allows both firms to better 
serve existing and future 
clients in Ohio, Texas and 
around the country.”
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JOSE!
 Greetings for a happy birthday on July 
25 are sent to Jose Abarca from his wife 
Natalie; children Kelvin Lopez, Noah, 
Elliana and Isabella Abarca; mother-in-
law Ellie Flickinger and her husband, 
David Flickinger (Leader president); 
grandparents Marie and David Flickinger; 
and friends and staff at the Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays July 20 through 
July 26.

Burnett Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Kim 
Edwards on July 20. Tania Lozano cel-
ebrates a birthday July 21. Blow out the 
birthday candles on a double-layer cake 
July 23 for Stacy Davis and Eryqa Glenn.

Bush Elementary
 Sing a  happy birthday song to Vanessa 
Gil and Erin Hubert on July 20. Sing a 
double chorus of a birthday song with Rubi 
Contreras and Tonya Goan on July 25.

Frazier Elementary
 Light the birthday candles July 25 for 
Virginia Light.

Meador Elementary
 Marking a birthday July 25 is Maria 
Gonzalez.

birthday this week:
 Thursday, July 20: Junior Lynn, Curtis 
Eads, Mary Johnson, Chris Cole and 
Joey Cowdyo; Friday, July 21: Natalie 
Sweet, Denise McMurrough, Vanessa 
Veltman and Danielle Clay; Saturday, July 
22: Judith Kemle and Hey-Zues Lara; 
Sunday, July 23: Mario Salazar, Angeles 
Gomez, Melinda Evans and Amanda 
Karsten; Monday, July 24: Richard 
Schreier, Montoya Wilturner, Connie 
Alberti, Richard Golenko and Pete Ortiz; 
Tuesday, July 25: Kelly Jones, Jose 
Abarca, Larry Bennatt, Kathy Taylor, 
Steven Thiele, Stephanie Gutierrez, 
Cherie Cundiff, Mario Rodriguez and 
Brodie Riner Jr.; and Wednesday, July 
26: Kenneth Sublett, Jeffrey Frugia, 
Jackie Maduzia, Magda Adams, Debra 
Patterson, Emiel Adams, Maricela Solis 
Crow, Kendrick Woods, Jenny Batson, 
Terrie Nichols, Kenny Fernandez, Eric 
Madsen, Gina D’Orazio and Elizabeth 
Bazan.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email, birthday, congratulations or anni-
versary information to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line. 
 Items must be submitted by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.

Moore Elementary
 July 26 is the day for a cake for Gloria 
Guillen and Myra Nevarez.

South Belt Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting July 22 to Maria 
Martinez. Hortensia Armenta celebrates a 
birthday July 26. 

Stuchbery Elementary
 Ella Escalona is wished a happy birth-
day July 22.

Melillo Middle School
 Celebrating a birthday July 23 is Amee 
Stoneman.

Beverly Hills intermediate
 Light the birthday candles July 21 for 
Yara Quintanilla. Marking a birthday July 
23 is Joseph Silva.

Thompson Intermediate
 Sing a chorus of a birthday song July 20 
for Rosalba Lopez.
 Dobie High
 The day for a double birthday celebration 
for Saiyeda Blanco and Kevin Erickson is 
July 22. Dawn Gutierrez marks a birthday 
July 23. Rebekka Gabino and Cam Luong 
enjoy a birthday July 24. Birthday greetings 
are sent to Rowena Hickman July 25.

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends happy birthday wish-
es to its Facebook friends who celebrate a 

UHCL for all ages
 The University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake released its 
most recent briefs.

Admissions Preview
 Transfer and graduate stu-
dents are invited to learn more 
about UH-Clear Lake, and 
apply and receive on-the-spot 
admissions during UHCL Ad-
missions Preview on July 20, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Stu-
dent Services and Classroom 
Building, 2700 Bay Area Blvd. 
 Attendees can participate in  
tours, fi nancial and scholarship 
workshops, and learn more 
about Undergraduate Transfer 
Scholarships. Friends and fam-
ily are welcome to attend. On-
the-spot admissions decisions 
are available for certain pro-
grams, and applicants want-
ing to participate should bring 
transcripts and test scores.
 To register, visit www.uhcl.
edu/admissions/events/admis
sions-preview. Email Open
HouseRSVP@uhcl.edu or call 
281-283-2515 for more infor-
mation about the event. 

Friday Morning
Continuing Education 

 Find out trends in Mexican 
art and how revolutions infl u-
ence literary works at the last 
installment of Friday Morn-
ing Continuing Education 
summer series  July 21, from 
9 to 10:30 a.m. and from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Bay-
ou Building, Patio Café. The 
cost to attend includes a $12 
membership fee and an $18 
course fee for each individual 
class, which pays for materi-
als, borrowing privileges from 
UHCL’s Library, discounts 
from the UHCL bookstore 
and more. For more informa-
tion or to register, call 281-
283-3033 or visit www.uhcl.
edu/academics/extended/fri
day-morning-ce/. 

Film – Lost in Paris
 Watch three eccentric char-
acters collide in Paris in the 
romantic comedy fi lm Lost 
in Paris as part of UH-Clear 
Lake’s Film and Speaker Se-
ries on July 22, at 7 p.m. in 
UH-Clear Lake’s Student Ser-
vices and Classroom Building 
lecture hall. Attendees will 
hear from Christine Paul, di-
rector of Foreign Language, in 
a lesson before the fi lm screen-
ing. Tickets are $4 or free with 
a UHCL student ID. Parking is 
free in student lot D. For more 
information, contact the Stu-
dent Life at 281-283-2560, or 
at www.uhcl.edu/campus-life/
arts/fi lm-speaker-series/.

Film speaker series: 
A Quiet Passion

 Cynthia Nixon portrays 
Emily Dickinson in the fi lm, 
A Quiet Passion, which will be 
shown at 7 p.m. Saturday, July 
22, in UH-Clear Lake’s Stu-
dent Services and lecture hall, 
2700 Bay Area. Conor Brack-
en, assistant director of  UHCL 
Writing Center and the 2017 
Frost Place Chapbook Fellow 
in American poetry, will read 
Dickinson selections as well 
as his own work. A Quiet Pas-
sion is rated PG-13. Admission 
and parking are free. For infor-
mation, visit www.uhcl.edu/
campus-life/arts/film-speak
er-series.

Send kids to science, 
technology camps

 University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake’s Kids U has 
something for one’s young sci-
entist or engineer to discover at 
Kids U, offered through UH-
CL’s Center for Educational 
Programs, featuring two con-
current camps in science and 
technology, with grade-appro-
priate activities K-8. Registra-
tion is $149 per student. The 
camps listed below are sched-

uled from July 24 to 27 at the 
UHCL Arbor Building, 2700 
Bay Area Blvd.

Science camps
 Grade levels kindergarten 
and fi rst will explore ocean 
life, discover sharks, dolphins, 
clown fi sh, squid, stingrays 
and more at the “Under the 
Sea,” camp from 8:30 to 11:30 
a.m. 
 Grade levels second and 
third may attend “Kitchen 
Chemistry,” from noon to 3 
p.m. This camp is designed 
to answer questions such as 
“What makes food puff up 
and sodas fi zz?” Camp attend-
ees will make snacks such as 
homemade root beer and yeast 
bread. 
 The camp for grade levels 
fourth and fi fth called “How 
Do Things Move?” is sched-
uled from noon to 3 p.m. 
Participants explore Isaac 
Newton’s laws of physics by 
making balloon rocket cars 
and hovercrafts and more.
 Sixth to eighth grade lev-
els who attend the camp “CSI: 
UHCL,” 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., 
will examine how Crime 
Scene Investigation forensics 
are used to solve mysteries.

Technology camps
 “Programming for Begin-
ners with Bee Bots and More” 
camp is scheduled from noon 
to 3 p.m. for grade levels 
pre-K, kindergarten and fi rst. 
Kids will learn to program 
with Bee Bots, Daisy the Di-
nosaur and Hopscotch.
 The camp “Digital Play-
ground” is scheduled for grade 
levels second to third and 
fourth to fi fth from 8:30 to 
11:30 a.m. in which kids will 
create avatars, 3-D images ani-
mated graphics and more for a 
website. (An email account is 
required.)
 “Bloxel Game Builder - 
Your Imagination’s Turn to 
Play” is the camp planned for 
grade levels second to third 
and fourth to fi fth, from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Kids will learn to 
build, capture, design, play and 
share video games. 
 Another camp for grade 
levels second to third and 
fourth to fi fth is “Inventors of 
Tomorrow” from noon to 3 
p.m. Kids will use interchange-
able, electronic building blocks 
to invent almost anything – 
from instruments to robots  – 
and build creative confi dence, 
problem-solving and collabo-
ration skills.
 “Aegis” is the camp for 
grade levels fourth to fi fth 
and sixth to eighth from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. The camp com-
bines the interaction of video 
games with the storytelling 
power of graphic novels, and 
students engage in computer 
science, learn basic program-
ming skills and robotics for a 
complete STEM experience.
 “Introduction to Video 
Game Design & Develop-
ment” is for grade levels fourth 
to fi fth and sixth to eighth, 
from noon to 3 p.m. Students 
take charge and create their 
own video games. For more in-
formation, visit kidsu.uhcl.edu 
or call 281-283-3530.

Need teaching resources? 
Check out UHCL online

 Visit the UHCL College of 
Education’s Center for Profes-
sional Development of Teach-
ers online. Educators can fi nd 
hundreds of curated refer-
ences, resources and referrals 
by starting a free search at 
www.uhcl.edu/education/cen
ters-initiatives.
 To fi nd out more about 
UHCL College of Education, 
call 281-283-3600 or email ed-
ucation@uhcl.edu.
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Dr. B.J. Garner
Therapeutic Optometrist
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Breast Surgery Needs.
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Mastectomy Swimsuits

Groom & Board
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Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices
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7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

40 years ago ( 1977)
 Heavy machinery start-
ed clearing and leveling 
the land in preparation for 
the groundbreaking of San 
Jacinto College South cam-
pus.
 Residents in the Sage-
meadow Utility District up-
dated the evaluation of their 

property, which meant an 
increase in taxes.

35 years ago ( 1982)
 The northbound lanes of 
the Gulf Freeway between 
Choate Road and Friend-
swood were completely 
closed so a Life Flight heli-
copter could land to attend a 
48-year-old victim of a trac-
tor fatality. The man, Wil-
liam Lira of League City, 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene. Witnesses said the 
tractor ran over Lira while 
he worked on it.
 Three businesses on 
Fuqua, Shipley’s Donuts, 
C & D Burger Shoppe and 
Sonic were burglarized.

30 years ago (1987)
 PISD was working to 
fi ll two administrative po-
sitions, both of which saw 
their former holders leave 
under controversial circum-
stances. Committees were 
set up to screen applicants 
for the positions of assistant 
superintendent of elementa-
ry schools and food services 
director.
 A “substantial pay in-
crease” for PISD employees 
was being sought by Vicki 
Morgan, the chair of the 
district’s board of trustees 
budget committee.
 City Council Member  
Frank Mancuso spent al-
most an hour blasting Mayor 
Kathy Whitmire at a Bever-
ly Hills Civic Club meeting. 
He urged the attendees to 
call all fi ve at-large coun-
cil members to help defeat 
Whitmire’s proposed rem-
edies to balance the annual 
budget. Two of Whitmire’s 
remedies included a $6 
per month garbage tax and 
charging admission to the 
Houston Zoo.

25 years ago (1992)
 At the Pasadena school 
board’s regular monthly 
meeting, Ada Carr was ap-
proved as a new assistant 
principal at Frazier Elemen-
tary.

 Nathan Mitchell struck 
out 16 batters to help the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
12-year-old all-stars take 
the District 15 champion-
ship with a 5-1 win over 
Freeway American.

20 years ago (1997)
 Seventeen members of 
the Rising Stars track team 
earned places in the Junior 
Olympics held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana.
 Dobie softball coach 
Rhonda Foster was selected 
the state softball coach of 
the year by the Texas Girls 
Coaches Association.
 Harris County Commis-
sioners Court approved ne-
gotiating with the Brio Site 
Task Force on the relocation 
of the Brio Superfund site’s 
Mud Gully.

15 years ago (2002)
 More than 60 residents 
attended the Super Neigh-
borhood meeting to dis-
cuss fl ood prevention, who 
would care for yards of 
fl ood buyout homes being 
demolished and the effect 
a new apartment complex 
would have on fl ooding.
 Joyce Lewis, the last 
original faculty member of 
Frazier Elementary, retired. 
The librarian began her 
tenure at Frazier when the 
school opened in the 1975-
1976 school year.

10 years ago (2007)
 The narcotics division 
of the Houston Police De-
partment raided six South 
Belt area houses and two 
Edgebrook area houses be-
ing used to grow marijuana. 
Referred to as “grow hous-
es,” the residences were 
not being lived in and were 
used solely to cultivate mar-
ijuana. The raids followed a 
three-month investigation. 
Police said the suspects had 
ties to Vietnam.
 Local gymnast Rachel 
Ward received the Tex-
as USA Gymnastics’ all-
around championship title 

in her division at a banquet 
held in Plano. This was the 
second consecutive year 
that Ward, 15, took home 
the title.
 Longtime San Jacinto 
College professor and South 
Belt area resident Jo Lyday 
was named the Houston 
Grand Opera Guild’s 2007 
Volunteer of the Year. Lyday 
began volunteering for the 
guild in 1991.
 A boat being pulled down 
Hall Road by a local resi-
dent caught a low-hanging 
Comcast cable line, ripping 
off the top of the vessel and 
bringing down an electrical 
pole. The incident caused 
a power outage throughout 
the Kirkwood South subdi-
vision for nearly four hours.

5 years ago (2012)
 Brandon Ray Morgan, 
37, was charged in the death 
of Jeannie Waynette Wieb-
ke, who was confined to a 
wheelchair. According to 
police, Houston firefighters 
responded to an explosion 
and fire at Wiebke’s home 
but were initially unable to 
enter the residence due to 
the intensity of the blaze. 
An autopsy determined 
Wiebke had been beaten 
and strangled prior to the 
fire occurring. 
 Arson investigators de-
termined that the fire was 
intentionally set, and the 
explosion was caused by 
an oxygen bottle. It is sus-
pected that Morgan used 
the oxygen to set the house 
ablaze in a bid to cover up 
the crime.
 The Houston Airport 
System offi cially reopened 
Hobby Airport’s  depar-
ture-level roadway/drop-off 
ramp with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. The endeavor 
was part of the airport’s on-
going, multiyear  $4.9 mil-
lion renovation project.

1 year ago (2016)
 A 19-year-old Dobie 
graduate died July 15, after 

an accidental shooting that 
took place in the 12000 
block of Sageland near 
Sagedowne. Jacob Lara was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene. 
 According to police, 
Lara and his 16-year-old 
girlfriend were trying to 
latch the safety lock on a 
gun when it discharged, 
striking him in the face. The 
female called 911, but Lara 
was already dead by the 
time paramedics arrived. 
Lara had reportedly just 
purchased the handgun.

CTHS’s Picon to enter workforce as welder
 Israel Picon recently grad-
uated from the Lewis Career 
and Technical High School 
with enough qualifi cations to 
start a career in welding. 
 Picon developed a passion 
for welding after recognizing 
a need for more professionals 
in the industry.
 “Everybody wants to be 
a lawyer or a doctor,” Picon 
said, “but we need welders, 
too.”
 “I am proud to say that I 
will be the fi rst welder in my 
family.”
 According to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, em-
ployment in the welding trade 
is projected to grow 4 percent 
by 2024. 
 Employers usually look for 
entry-level workers who have 
received technical training 
in high school or a post-sec-
ondary institution. Individu-
als typically start a career in 
welding with a high school di-
ploma, earning about $45,000 
in the state of Texas.
 These labor statistics en-
couraged Picon to prepare for 
a career in welding. 
 He traded weekends and 
summers to take on the added 
responsibility of studying col-
lege-level courses at San Ja-
cinto while maintaining a 4.59 
grade point average at Lewis 
CTHS.
 In four years, he earned 
industry professional certifi -
cations from San Jacinto Col-
lege, the American Welding 
Society in structural welding, 
the National Center for Con-
struction Education and Re-
search and the Occupational 
Safety and Health Adminis-
tration.

 Picon has garnered respect 
from professionals in the 
business after winning fi rst 
place at the ABC National 
Craft Championship, where 
he competed against welders 
across the country.
 “It was such an amazing 
feeling,” Picon said.
 As an aspiring welder, 
Picon knew that the Lewis 
CTHS would help him make 

a seamless transition into the 
workforce.
 “I don’t think the tradi-
tional high school experience 
would have been the right fi t 
for me,” Picon said. “I ended 
up in the right place.”
 Pasadena ISD’s fi rst and 
only Career and Techni-
cal Educational (CTE) high 
school offers eligible students 
a unique opportunity to gain 

hands-on experience and cer-
tifi cations in industries that 
are in high demand.
 Picon credited teachers at 
Lewis CTHS for helping him 
discover his passion for weld-
ing and excelling in school.
 “Mr. [Ezequiel] Garcia 
helped me out a lot,” Picon 
said. “I was already pretty 
good, but Mr. Garcia taught 
me a lot about welding and 

about life.”
 Picon plans to work in the 
welding industry, then return 
to college and become a weld-
ing instructor after he retires. 
“I want to help kids like my 
teachers helped me.”
 For more information about 
the Lewis Career and Techni-
cal High School, visit http://ca
reerandtechnical .pasade
naisd.org.

Continued from Page 1A
ty emergency shelters, dis-
play updated evacuation 
route maps and get live 
weather updates and alerts. 
 Additionally, the appli-
cation features a number 
of tools for residents to be 
prepared for major storms, 
including a step-by-step 
guide to developing a per-
sonalized familiy disaster 
plan and a series of sur-
vival tips in the event of an 
emergency.
 The personalized emer-
gency plan comprises 
an emergency supply kit 
checklist tailored to the us-
er’s needs.
 The checklist includes 
the following: a custom-
ized emergency food 
supply shopping list, an 
emergency communica-
tions plan to notify loved 
ones of the user’s status 
and critical information 
to prepare the user’s home 
for the impending emer-
gency. Once the plan is de-
veloped, it is stored on the 
user’s smartphone and can 
easily be shared with fami-
ly members and friends. 
 The ReadyHarris 
mobile application also 
features 11 integrated 
eGuides, aimed at inform-
ing residents about emer-
gency situations that they 

are likely to face. These 
guides include “Emergen-
cy Preparedness for People 
with Functional Needs”; 
“Emergency Preparedness 
for Pet Owners”; “Fire 
Safety”; “Floods”; “Hur-
ricanes”; “Keeping Kids 
Safe”; “Safety at Home”; 
“Tornadoes”; “Thunder-
storms”; “Wildfi res”; and 
“Winter Storms.”
 The application is pro-
vided in both English and 
Spanish, and comes at a 
time when recent surveys 
fi nd that residents depend 
on their smartphones 
more than ever for break-
ing news, important gov-
ernment information and 
what is happening in their 
community.
 The application is 
available on both the Ap-
ple iOS and the Google 
Android platforms, and 
may be downloaded from 
the iTunes and Goole Play 
application stores, respec-
tively. 
 Residents are urged to 
download the application 
and store it on their mobile 
devices for the duration of 
the hurricane season. 
 More information on 
how to prepare for severe 
weather and other disas-
ters can be found at www.
readyharris.org.

Technology aids 
disaster planning

 Adam Antonio Padilla (right), one of Dobie High 
School’s Shining Stars, is shown with distinguished educa-
tor Bob Daugherty (left), an AP U.S. history instructor.
 Padilla has done volunteer work with Wreaths Across 
America, Melillo Middle School Afterschool Tutoring, var-
ious elementary and middle school festivals and Armand 
Bayou cleanups as a member of the Key Club. Padilla also 
volunteers as an alter server for the Catholic Community 

Daugherty’s passion acknowledged by Padilla
of St. Luke the Evangelist and has volunteered in various 
fundraising projects throughout his time in high school. 
Lastly, he mowed the lawns of various elderly persons 
throughout high school. Padilla plans to major in mechan-
ical engineering and minor in history at the University of 
Houston.
 Padilla commented about Daugherty, “I have to say my 
favorite thing about Mr. D, other than his hilarious history 

jokes or extensive knowl-
edge of the subject, has to 
be his tie selection, which 
always seems to match the 
lesson of the day.” 
 The South Belt Shining 
Stars will be presented in a 
series of 10 students being 
honored along with their fa-
vorite mentor.
 The 10 Shining Stars 
represent the Top 10 Do-
bie High School students. 
The information and photos 
were submitted by the Pas-
adena Independent School 
District.
 The Leader is also run-
ning the Top 10 Shining 
Stars from Pasadena Memo-
rial and South Houston high 
schools.

MAILBOX SOLUTIONS
RESIDENTIAL MAILBOX REPLACEMENT

H.O.A. APPROVED
281-624-7528

Kids’ Backporch Productions brings”The Princess and the Pea” 
to stage in its summer musical of “Once Upon A Mattress.”

July 28th - 29th at 7 p.m.
July 30th at 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
C.A. Nelson Auditorium, 2337 N. Galveston Ave., in Pearland.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $12 for senior citizens (65+) and $9 for youth. You 
may order online at: kidsbackporchproductions.org, leave a will-call order at 

281-412-5350, or purchase tickets at the door 30 minutes before curtain time.

This is KBP’s 62nd production! Giving Kids a 
“little taste of Broadway” since 2005! 

Once Upon A Mattress
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Sunshine Children’s
World Academy

Where Loving Care and Creative Learning 
Experiences are Provided to Each Individual Child!

6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

On Earth Day, April 22, 2017, at 3 p.m., Mitchell Andrew Clark and 
Tara Ann Stanley were united in marriage in a beautiful outdoor 
ceremony in the Clark backyard. The ceremony, which was sim-
ple and sweet, suited them both so well. Their longtime childhood 
friend Jonathan Santos, Navy E4-Petty Offi cer 3rd Class, offi ciated. 
In attendance at the ceremony were only close family and friends. 
Many other friends arrived after the ceremony for the reception and 
to spend the evening together at the house. The groom is the son of 
Dewey and Terry Clark, longtime residents of the Sagemont area. He 
has two brothers, his twin Michael and Matthew. Paternal grandpar-
ents of the groom are the late Paul and Maxine Clark of Houston. 
Maternal grandparents of the groom are Ronald and Sunny Stinson 
of San Angelo. The bride is the daughter of Tanya Keller who is also 
a longtime Sagemont area resident. She has two sisters, Priscilla and 
Tabitha. Maternal grandparents of the bride are Priscilla and Mike 
Bailey, also of Houston. The wedding was a very special time with 
family and friends. The couple will reside in Tara’s family home in 
the Sagemont area until leaving for Japan on July 22 for the next year 
or so. The couple met in 2002 when Mitchell started attending Moore 
Elementary. Tara became best friends with Mitchell’s older brother 
Matthew after they met through a mutual friend at Moore Elemen-
tary. Mitchell and Tara became friends but did not start dating un-
til 2008 after both families weathered the storm at the Clark house 
during Hurricane Ike. Mitchell graduated from Dobie High School in 
2012. He then obtained an Associate of Applied Science Degree with a 
certifi cate in Process Technology from San Jacinto College and is pur-
suing a degree in electrical engineering from the University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake. He is currently working at the H-E-B in Pearland 
and the Petsmart near Baybrook Mall while going to school. Tara 
graduated from Dobie High School in 2010. She then received an As-
sociate of Applied Science degree in general studies from San Jacinto 
College and a Bachelor of Science degree in behavioral science from 
the University of Houston-Clear Lake. She then attained a teach-
ing certifi cate and spent her fi rst year teaching fi fth grade science 
at De Zavala Middle School with the Pasadena Independent School 
District. She applied to the Japan Exchange and Teaching program 
(JET) two years in a row and was offered a position in April as an as-
sistant English language teacher for the upcoming school year. They 
leave July 22 for a year or more for Hokuei Town in Tottori Prefec-
ture, Japan, population 14,718. The town is located in the southern 
portion of western Japan along the coast of the Sea of Japan. Tottori 
Prefecture is the least populous prefecture in Japan and is the former 
home of famous Manga artist Gosho Aoyama. The Gosho Aoyama 
museum is located in Hokuei Town. The prefecture also boasts of the 
largest sand hills in Japan with a sand museum that displays elabo-
rate sand sculptures plus many other places of interest, one of which 
is the cherry trees of Kyusho Park. Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. 
Seuss is an appropriate saying for the new couple. They are looking 
forward to wonderful adventures as they begin their lives together.

Clark twins marry local girls

On June 9, 2017, at 7 p.m., Michael Wayne Clark and Tyara Xiomara Her-
nandez were united in marriage in a beautiful semi-formal ceremony at 
House Estate in Hockley, Texas. It was a wonderful venue in a restored 
1890’s Victorian mansion on 18 acres of beautiful grounds. Pastor James 
Kilgore of Life Church offi ciated. The couple wrote and recited their own 
vows to each other. The best men were the groom’s brothers, Matthew and 
his twin Mitchell Clark. The groomsmen were three of Michael’s fellow 
2017 West Point graduates Drew Maillet, Gabriel Padilla and Bing Bing 
Xie plus childhood friends Carlos Rice and Juan Gonzales. The matrons 
of honor were the bride’s sisters Erika and Sofi a Hernandez. The brides-
maids were Jessica Crenshaw and Janelle Flores, two of the bride’s friends 
from nursing school, plus childhood friends Rachel Jagdeo, Veronica Nich-
olson and Veronica de la Fuente. The wedding was followed by a dinner 
and reception with dancing enjoyed by many friends and family members 
from far and wide. It was a special night enjoyed by all who attended. At 
the end of the evening the couple exited under a canopy of sparklers held 
high by the remaining guests and fi reworks as they entered the getaway 
car. The groom is the son of Dewey and Terry Clark, longtime residents of 
the Sagemont area. Paternal grandparents of the groom are the late Paul 
and Maxine Clark of Houston. Maternal grandparents of the groom are 
Ronald and Sunny Stinson of San Angelo. The bride is the daughter of 
William and Lily Hernandez who are also longtime Sagemont area resi-
dents. She has two sisters, Erika and Sofi a. Paternal grandparents of the 
bride are Jose Ramon and Thelma Castellon of Houston. Maternal grand-
parents of the bride are Cesar and Irma Garza of Houston. The couple 
met while at Beverly Hills Intermediate in the orchestra but did not talk 
much. This changed when they were freshman at Dobie High School when 
Michael ended up helping Tyara with homework and preparing for a test 
during their lunch period. Both continued to be active in the Dobie orches-
tra until graduation. Michael graduated from Dobie in 2012. On Dec. 7, 
2011, he took his oath to join the Texas Army National Guard Reserves 
while fi nishing his senior year of high school. He served in the National 
Guard until spring of the next year then went on to the United States Mil-
itary Academy at West Point in the summer of 2013. He graduated from 
West Point on May 27, 2017, with a dual Bachelor of Science in defense 
and strategic studies and Portuguese. Tyara graduated from Dobie in 2012 
as well. She attended the University of Arizona in Tucson on an academic 
scholarship for the 2012-2013 school year. She then returned to Houston to 
attend San Jacinto College. She received an Associate of Science degree in 
nursing on Dec. 11, 2015. She is currently working at San Jacinto Method-
ist Hospital in the Neonatal ICU and working on her Bachelor of Science in 
nursing. After their honeymoon in Cancun the couple will reside in Pasa-
dena. Michael will report to Ft. Benning, Georgia, for training and Ranger 
school on July 20. After completion of the training they will be stationed 
at Schoffi eld Barracks, Hawaii, where Michael will be part of the 3rd In-
fantry Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division. Tyara will either be 
working in the neonatal ICU on post or at the hospital in Honolulu. Also 
appropriate for the couple is Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. Seuss. The 
newlyweds anticipate new adventures as they begin their lives together.

CCISD Board seeks nominations for award
 The success of a school 
district and its students does 
not lie solely in the hands of 
great teachers and adminis-
trators, but also in the stead-
fast support of its communi-
ty.
 In the Clear Creek In-
dependent School District, 
dedicated community mem-
bers volunteer their time 
and efforts by contribut-
ing to the quality of life for  
schools and the growing 
number of students within 
the district.
 Each year the district’s 
board of trustees asks stake-
holders to nominate commu-
nity members who champi-
on CCISD and are deserving 
of a very special award.

 The board of trustees is 
now seeking nominations 
for the 2017 Citizen of the 
Year.
 The award is given each 
year to honor an outstand-
ing community member for 
their support of CCISD pro-
grams and activities.
 Former recipients include 
Joyce Abbey, Harv Hart-
man, Robert Davee, David 
Braun, Dr. James O’Malley, 
Gib Larson, and Lucien Q. 
Junkin.
 The board of trustees 
established an endowment 
fund which the Citizen of 
the Year will have the op-
portunity to designate to a 
CCISD academic program 
or classroom activity in the 

recipient’s name which will 
be announced at the Clear 
Creek Education Founda-
tion’s Annual Awards Gala 
on Saturday, Nov. 4, at 
South Shore Harbour Re-
sort & Conference Center in 
League City. 
 Recipients eligible for 
this award must meet the 
following requirements:
 Demonstrated a commit-
ment to CCISD through vol-
unteer efforts;
 Contributed signifi cantly 
in ways that have benefi ted 
the entirety of CCISD;
 Maintained a reputation 
across the CCISD commu-
nity as an individual with 
high standards and dedica-
tion to excellence in public 

education;
 Voluntarily served the 
district and its students and 
patrons over an extended 
period of time.
 All nominations must be 
submitted no later than Aug. 
1 to be considered for the 
2017 award.
 Nomination forms are 
available online on the foun-
dation’s website and the dis-
trict website. Nominations 
may be emailed to Krich-
a r d s o n @ c l e a r c r e e k e d u
cat ionfoundat ion .org ,or   
may be mailed to: 
 Clear Creek Education 
Foundation, Citizen of the 
Year Selection Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1631, League 
City, TX 77574.

 

 Maria Rossodivita (left), one of the Pasadena Memorial 
High School’s Shining Stars, is shown with distinguished 
educator Rene Caudillo, an AP U.S. history instructor.
 Rossodivita has done volunteer work for the City of Pas-
adena Strawberry Festival, Rugged Race, Crenshaw Park 
Clean-Up and the Houston Food Bank. She has also per-
formed Christmas songs at Chik-fi l-A.
 She plans to attend the University of Houston and hopes 
to attain a bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry or polit-
ical science.
 Rossodivita commented 
about Caudillo, “Mr. C is 
an outstanding person who 
goes beyond the limits of a 
teacher’s purpose to simply 
educate. Throughout my 
junior year, Mr. C taught 
the values and virtues of 
America while implement-
ing the same ideals in his 
students. Mr. C transforms 
his passion for the past to 
develop the minds of the 
future. 
 “His unparalleled ef-
forts to inspire his students 
is evident as he pushes me 
to strive for my full poten-
tial, confi dently believing 
in my aspirations. The am-
bition and virtue I hold in 
my heart is greatly due to 
the efforts of Rene Cau-
dillo to motivate his stu-
dents.”
 The South Belt Shining 
Stars will be presented in a 

Rossodivita cites Caudillo’s unparalleled efforts
series of 10 students being honored along with their favor-
ite mentor.
 The 10 Shining Stars represent the Top 10 Pasadena Me-
morial High School students. The information and photos 
were submitted by Pasadena Independent School District.
 The Leader is also running the Top 10 Shining Stars from 
Dobie and South Houston high schools.

Community report earns Excalibur Award
 San Jacinto College is 
among the winners in the 
Public Relations Society 
of Amera (PRSA) Hous-
ton Chapter’s 2017 Excal-
ibur Awards, which honors 
outstanding professional 
accomplishments in the de-
velopment and execution of 
comprehensive public rela-
tions programs and individu-
al tactics.
 The college was aware-
ded the bronze Excalibur 
Award from PRSA Houston 
on Thursday, June 29 in the 
annual report category for its 
redesign of the 2016 San Ja-

cinto College Annual Report 
to the Community.
 “I am very proud of the 
marketing team for the work 
they put in with the redesign 
of the 2016 Report to the 
Community,” said Teri Craw-
ford, vice chancellor, market-
ing public relations and gov-
ernment affairs at San Jacinto 
College. 
 “The marketing team had 
a vision for this project, and 
they brought it to life. I am 
pleased to see that they were 
recognized and honored by 
the PRSA Houston Chapter 
for their outstanding work.”

 The San Jacinto College 
Report to the Communi-
ty highlights the annual ac-
complishments of students, 
employees and the college, 
while also providing a fi nan-
cial snapshot of the institu-
tion and the San Jacinto Col-
lege Foundation. 
 The 2016 report project 
was led by Josh Wilson, 
graphic designer; Andrea 
Vasquez, communications 
coordinator; Jeannie Peng 
Mansyur, senior commu-
nications coordinator; Rob 
Vanya, communications 
coordinator (retired); and 

Mary Hind, project coordi-
nator.
 The Public Relations Soci-
ety of America is the world’s 
largest professional organi-
zation for public relations 
professionals, with nearly 
20,000 members and more 
than 500 in Houston. PRSA 
represents business and in-
dustry, consulting fi rms, gov-
ernment, associations, hos-
pitals, schools, professional 
service fi rms and nonprofi t 
organizations. 
 For more information 
about PRSA Houston, visit 
prsahouston.org.

Dave Martin to host 
park ribbon-cutting
 Council Member Da-
ve Martin along with 
the Houston Parks and 
Recreation Department 
(HPARD) invite residents 
to attend the "First Serve" 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
at the new sand volleyball 
pit located in Oak Meadow 
Park.
 The ceremony will oc-
cur on Thursday, July 27 
at 6 p.m at Oak Meadow 
Park, located at 500 Ahrens 
in Houston.
 In 2017, Council Mem-
ber Martin allocated more 
than $60,000 of his Coun-
cil District Service Funds 
toward improvements at 
Oak Meadow Park.
 Through partnership 
with HPARD and the Oak 

Meadow Civic Club, the 
offi ce was able to facili-
tate the improvement of the 
sand volleyball pit.
 Other renovations at the 
park include the purchase 
of 13 new picnic tables, the 
installation of a walking 
path around the park, as 
well as an upgrade to exist-
ing playground equipment.
 Martin is excited to wel-
come the community mem-
bers to the new sand vol-
leyball pit and encourage 
residents to get outside and 
stay active.
 For more informa-
tion on the event, contact 
Martin's offi ce by call-
ing 832-393-3008 or via 
email at districte@hous
tontx.gov.
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2017 South Belt Schlitterbahn vacation contest photos shared

South Belt resident Greg Brewer (below) is shown 
with his diving instructor Tony McClure. Brewer 
went to fi nish his Professional Association of Diving 
Instructors Advanced Open Water SCUBA certifi ca-
tion in Puerto Rico. 

Brewer goes diving in Puerto Rico

Bob and Mary James took a road trip to South 
Carolina to visit their son and his wife Peter 
and Tammy Gross and their two grandchildren 
Zane and Chloe. Shown above, Zane made a 
new friend at Lazy 5 Ranch located in Moores-
ville, North Carolina. The ranch allowed a drive 
through the ranch and feeding animals from 

Jameses visit family in South Carolina

the safety of one’s car. Shown below left, left to right, 
Mary, Zane, Bob and Tammy enjoy downtown Rock 
Hill, North Carolina. Below right, Mary and grand-
daughter Chole enjoy tea in the restaurant Amelie’s, 
also in Rock Hill. The restaurant was a little touch of 
Paris including “locks of love” on the railing outside. 
 Photo submitted

Clear Brook High School student Brandi Ford visited the 
New Orleans Aquarium. Ford loves to scuba dive and to 

Ford enjoys a visit to New Orleans Aquarium

see ocean life. Shown above, she is seen with a diver in the 
tank behind her. 

Shown above, Ford even made a penguin friend at the aquarium during her 
visit.  Photo submitted

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

David C. Rainwater 
DDS, Pllc, MAGD

• Diplomat, American Board of 
 Orofacial Pain

• Fellow of the American Academy 
 of Orofacial Pain

• Fellow of the American Academy 
 of Craniofacial Pain

• Master of the Academy of 
 General Dentistry

12929 Gulf Fwy., Suite 204 • Houston, Tx. 77034 

281-484-3675

One of the best longterm investments you can 
make, a beautiful smile and a healthy mouth!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

License to Carry Courses
 $75/person
 $60/Active-Duty Armed Forces,
 1st Responders and Teachers
 Group Rates/Private LTC Session

(Contact for details)
Phone: (713) 898-2067

Email: Jesus@JaseConsultingLLC.com

www.boomswitchtraining.com

Lucas vacation spent welcoming new baby

Cody and Destiny Lucas spent their vacation adding a new addition to the family. 
On June 19 at 4:22 p.m., they welcomed their son Brantley Neil Lucas into the world. 
Brantley weighed eight pounds and 14 ounces. Destiny grew up in the South Belt area 
and is now a nurse. She graduated from San Jacinto College South in 2015. Cody was 
a fi refi ghter for 10 years and now works in the oil fi eld with G.E. Oil & Gas as a fi eld 
service technician. Photos submitted

Seven-year-old Kayla Williams and three-year-old 
Zoey Hutchison took a road trip to Pensacola, Florida. 
It was the girls’ fi rst road trip and fi rst time in Florida. 
Kayla attends Parkwood Elementary. Photo submitted

Sisters visit Florida

For his certifi cation, Brewer did a total of fi ve dives over the course of three days. The crew of 
the Miss Calabash posed for a photo with Greg Brewer. Above are, left to right, Edwin Lopez, 

Brewer, Tony McClure, Matthew Eames, Mike Scott, and Joviani 
Caravaggio. Below left, Brewer waves hello while diving. 
 Photos submitted

June contest winners announced
 The June winners of the Leader’s 2017 vacation photo 
contest have been announced, with Cynthia Hawk taking 
top honors for her Alaska photo that ran in the June 22 edi-
tion. Susan Leung placed second for her California photos 
that were published in the July 6 edition, and the Castillo 
family came in third for its photos taken in Mexico that also 
ran in the July 6 edition (photos were received in June). For 
more information on the contest, see Page 1A.

I Listen, I Educate, 
I Build Trust!

Real Estate Broker Associate
La’Wanda Lendsey

Highly Rated in 
Client Service 

14 years+

Honesty • Integrity • Competency • Trust
ZILLOW                      Rated Premiere Agent 

Call Today for a Consultation and Your Neighborhood’s Market Insight Report

Direct: 832.545.7005 Website: Har.com/LLendsey
Email: LaWandaSellsHomes@gmail.com

832.545.7005
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DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.com

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

LUBE • SERVICE • REPAIR

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 7/27/17.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

(281) 276-1800
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake • Sugar Land

Supplies Needed by 
Aug. 10th or Sept. 29th

Scho
ol

Supp
lies

Driv
e

KIDZ HARBOR is a group foster 
home in Liverpool, Texas whose 
mission is to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment for the 
abused and abandoned children 
of Texas.

SUPPLIES TO BENEFIT

www.texanbank.com

Drop off supplies at your nearest location.
For more information visit www.texanbank.com/Texans-Serving-Texans.aspx

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

$5 OFF$5 OFF
Buy one Entree at regular 
price and get $5.00 off 

second entree
Sat. - Thur. only. Not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Limit 1 per 
table. Dine in only after 4 p.m. Not 

valid with Lunch Specials.
Expires 7-30-17

Daily Specials • Catering • Gift Cards
Party and Meeting Rooms Available at all Locations

Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials
from $5.99from $5.99

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

NASA • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

League City • 281-334-2175
2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060
12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. 

11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY (Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

SUMMER CAMP
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$120 WEEKLY FEE INCLUDES
• KARATE TRAINING
• FIELD TRIPS
• ASTROS GAME
• LASER TAG
• IMAX
• PUTT-PUTT
• BOWLING
• SKATING
• MOVIES
• PLANETARIUM
• & MUCH MORE

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.

We Can Cater Your Special Event!

Cosmetic, Implants and
General Dentistry

Bring ad for free whitening after a
new patient exam, xrays, and cleaning.

10950 Resource Parkway
Suite C

(Near Memorial Southeast Hospital)

281-481-0056
Dr. Angel Román

Sports personality Flores remembers South Belt upbringing
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 MLB Network and 
NHL Network studio host 
Robert Flores has now 
spent more years away 
from the South Belt area 
than he and his family 
were here decades ago, but 
in many ways he will for-
ever have a special place 
in his heart for “home.”
 Flores now resides in 
New Jersey while working 
for the dual network sports 
shows. 
 He previously spent a 
decade as an on-air anchor 
at both ESPNews and ES-
PN’s SportsCenter before 
making a move in 2016.
 A member of Dobie 
High School’s class of 
2014 Hall of Honor, the 
1988 Longhorn graduate 
grew up in Sagemont along 
with his mother and father, 
Linda and Mike Flores, as 
well as his brothers, Rich-
ard and Rodney. 
 By 2000, the Flores 
family had largely exited 
Houston for other areas.
 Mike Flores, a long-
time coach in the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League died in 
2000. Linda, meanwhile, 
remarried and currently 
resides in San Antonio.
 Looking back on it, 
Robert Flores said he 
sometimes wishes he had 
relished his time in the 
South Belt area more so 
than he did at the time. 
Still, the memories will 
forever be great.
 “There are certain as-
pects that I certainly feel 
like I took for granted,” 

Flores said. 
 “It was a special, spe-
cial time for my family 

and I, no doubt. 
 “It was just a wonderful 
community to have grown 

up in and enjoyed my for-
mative years. We went to 
Atkinson, then Beverly 
Hills and Dobie. It was the 
prototypical family up-
bringing. 
 “I wouldn’t trade some 
of those memories for 
anything. I just sometimes 
wish I would have taken 
the time to soak it all in 
and realize what a special 
community we were a part 
of.”
 Fast forward many 
years later to a date Flores 
will never forget, either. 
When Flores got the in-
vite to attend the class of 
2014 Dobie Hall of Honor 
induction, he just might 
have been speechless.
 “It was unbelievable. 
Amazing. Humbling. Just 
a surreal moment,” Flores 
said. 
 “I was inducted along 
with Trevor Cobb, and 
that’s a guy all of us saw 
first star at Dobie and then 
go to Rice University, 
where he won the Doak 
Walker Award as the na-
tion’s best collegiate run-
ning back before playing 
briefly in the NFL. 
 “All in all, it was a spe-
cial evening and some-
thing I will never forget. 
To be part of the Dobie 
Hall of Honor forever 
is just as gratifying as it 
gets.”
 Flores also made his 
way back to Texas earlier 
this year as his brother, 
Richard Flores, varsi-
ty boys’ basketball head 
coach at Cy-Falls High 
School, guided the Ea-
gles to the Class 6A state 
championship in March.  
 “I had been following 
the team, and Rich had ex-
pressed to me that he liked 
his team a lot and thought 
they could make a deep 
run,” Flores said. 
 “I had already asked for 
the time off from work in 
case I needed to make the 

trip. But I didn’t say much 
to Rich because I didn’t 
want to mess with the pro-
cess. I flew into Houston 
and then my uncle and I 
drove to San Antonio. 
 “Our mother lives 
there, so it was a great 
moment. Clearly, we were 
all thrilled for those young 
men and for Richard and 
his staff. 
 “Winning a state title 
is something that can nev-
er be taken away. It was 
another one of those mo-
ments as a family in your 
life that you’ll never for-
get.”

Post Dobie years
 Flores graduated from 
Dobie in 1988 and went 
on to earn a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the Uni-
versity of Houston in radio 
and television. 
 He worked at a local 
network in the Austin area 
until 2004. 
 An on-air verbal slip 
led to his dismissal, but six 
months later he landed an 
audition with ESPN. The 
rest, shall we say...
 “My agent was able 
to get me an audition at 
ESPN,” Flores recalls. 
“Had it not all played out 
like it did, I might still be 
in Austin or another re-
gional city. 
 “I had a great time 
working at the city level 
and covering sports. I was 
fortunate to get an oppor-
tunity with ESPN, and it 
was a great run.”
 After 10 years at ESPN, 
Flores decided to make 
a move, specifically  to 
MLB Network and NHL 
Network. He made the 
change primarily because 
it was time. 
 “I just think sometimes 
you need a change for 
both yourself as a person 
and your career,” Flores 
said. 
 “I loved my time at 
ESPN and made a lot of 
great friends and built 
trusted relationships. But I 

also cherish my time here 
with MLB and NHL. 
 “It’s been great to this 
point, and I look for many, 
many more years of keep-
ing the world informed via 
our platforms. 
 “Major League Base-
ball speaks for itself, and 
the NHL is terrific, espe-
cially come playoff time. 
Covering teams battling 
for the Stanley Cup is as 
exciting as it gets.”

Still love his Astros
 Flores, a noted fan of 
professional wrestling, 
also still closely follows 
the Houston pro sports 
franchises. 
 With the Houston As-

tros rolling through the 
2017 season with the best 
win-loss record in the 
American League, aspira-
tions of a possible return 
to the World Series and 
more is certainly in play 
this season.
 Like many sports re-
porters, Flores doesn’t pro-
claim to know any more 
about the inner-workings 
of the Astros’ organiza-
tion than the next person, 
but he has those same high 
hopes for his hometown 
team. 
 The Astros last ad-
vanced to the World Series 
in 2005 and were swept by

Continued on Page 2B

Dobie High School class of 1988 graduate Robert 
Flores is now relishing his on-air work at the MLB 
Network as well as the NHL Network after spending 
a decade with ESPNews and ESPN’s SportsCenter. 
He was inducted into Dobie High School’s Hall of 
Honor in 1988.

Clear Brook, Dobie football
mark special schedule dates
 The 2017 high school 
football season is still six 
weeks away from opening 
kickoff, but that doesn’t 
mean parents of Clear 
Brook and Dobie players 
can’t begin marking their 
calendars now.
 At Clear Brook, the 
Wolverines will waste lit-
tle time in recognizing the 
class of 2017 seniors.
 Wolverine head coach 
Mike Allison has set Se-
nior Night to coincide with 
the team’s Saturday, Sept. 
2 regular season opener 
against Bellaire, which 
will be held at Challenger 
Stadium in Webster, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m.
 The Wolverines will 

also take care of home-
coming festivities rela-
tively early in the season, 
with the annual big game 
coming Friday, Sept. 29, 
against Clear Falls. Game 
time is 7 p.m. at Challeng-
er Stadium in Webster.
 As for the Dobie Long-
horns, the school’s annual 
homecoming festivities 
will play out Friday, Oct. 
27, as Dobie goes against 
the South Houston Trojans 
in a 7 p.m. contest, at Vet-
erans Stadium in Pasade-
na.
 The Longhorns’ annu-
al Senior Night is set for 
the final game of the reg-
ular season, Friday, Nov. 
10 against the La Porte 

Bulldogs, also at 7 p.m. at 
Veterans Stadium in Pasa-
dena.
 For a look at Clear 
Brook and Dobie’s full 
2017 varsity football 
schedules as well as Aug. 
25 scrimmage news, see 
Page 2B.

Important Football Dates
Brook Senior Night – Saturday, Sept. 

2, vs. Bellaire, Challenger, 6 p.m.

Brook Homecoming – Friday, Sept. 29, 
vs. Clear Falls, Challenger, 7 p.m.

Dobie Homecoming – Friday, Oct. 27, 
vs. South Houston, Veterans, 7 p.m.

Dobie Senior Night – Friday, Nov. 10, 
vs. La Porte, Veterans, 7 p.m.

Call for FREE 
Home Inspection & 

Valuation Today

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
          281-481-3733

Celebrating  “47” years!

1,000s of HOMES SOLD
Buying or Selling... 

Now is the 
Time!

"The Company You'll Keep"

Friendswood - 4/2.5/2 Over 2,900 sq. feet $249,900

League City - 4/3/2 Like New $312,000

Sageglen -  3/2/2 All Redone! $169,900

Kirkwood South - 4/2/2 Beautiful! $195,00

Pearland - 4/2.5/2 2 Story $239,900

Let Our Experience
Work For YOU!

SOLD

Toni.muse@garygreene.com 
Five Star Realtor 

Texas Monthly magazine

Toni Muse
Moving Families For 30 Years!

Gary Greene Gary Greene 
RealtorsRealtors

Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate

Call me about our 
listings in Pearland! 
Th inking of selling? 

281-389-6519

Shiflett Realtors
sells Dobie FB tix
 Dobie varsity football 
fans can now purchase 
season tickets for the 
2017 season locally at 
Roy Shiflett Realtors, 
11559 Beamer.
 The Dobie season 
ticket packages include 
eight games for $48 per 
set, which represents 
a $1 savings per game 
night on an at-the-gate 
ticket.
 Shiflett Realtors in-
cludes business hours of 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. week-

days and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturdays. For  
more information, call 
281-481-3733.
 Season ticket packs 
for all Pasadena ISD var-
sity football programs 
are also available at the 
PISD Ticket Office, 2906 
Dabney in Pasadena, 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Season tickets will 
be available through 
Aug. 25. Individual stu-
dent tickets will be $3 
throughout the season.

Pearland Rotary hosts gridiron lunch
 The Pearland Rotary’s 
annual Gridiron Luncheon 
is taking shape as more 
and more high school var-
sity football head coaches 
are confirmed to speak 
during the event.
 The luncheon is set for 
Tuesday, Aug. 1, at noon, 
at Golfcrest Country Club, 
2509 Country Club Drive 
in the Green Tee subdivi-
sion.
 The respective head 

coaches confirmed to at-
tend, including Dobie’s 
Mike Norman, will give 
attendees a brief preview 
of their program heading 
into the 2017 campaign. 
 Other head coaches 
from districts 22-6A, 21-
6A and 23-6A are expect-
ed to attend.
 Luncheon tickets are 
$30 per person or $25 for 
a group of four or more.
 Reservation by RSVP 

must be done by July 28.  
 To reserve a luncheon 
spot, direct email to No-
ble Alix at nalix@texascit 
izensbank.com or to Jeff 
Brennan at jhbwaterguy@
yahoo.com.

High school volleyball
starts workouts Aug. 1
 The 2017 high school 
volleyball season is near-
ing its start as teams from 
across the state begin 
workouts Tuesday, Aug. 
1, as allowed by the Uni-
versity Interscholastic 
League.
 The programs at Clear 
Brook and Dobie will be-

gin workouts with fresh-
man tryouts at 8 a.m., and 
the returning players will 
train later in the day and 
throughout the remainder 
of the week. 
 The regular season for 
the Lady Wolverines and 
Lady Longhorns will get 
underway Tuesday, Aug. 
8.
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The South Belt Girls Softball Association’s 6-under all-stars 
turned in another great performance this summer, taking sec-
ond place at the 8th annual Sealybration Stars and Strikes 
Classic. Members of the team are, left to right, (front row) 
Vida Montemayor, Maddison Montemayor, Camila Padua, 

Daniella Cisneros, Abygail Herrera, Khayla Juarez, (middle 
row) Journey Peterson-Calderon, Molly Castañeda, Alayna 
Rodriguez, Alizae Muñoz, Cecilia Velasquez, (back row) assis-
tant coach Robert Juarez, head coach Sal Castañeda, assistant 
coach Jay Rodriguez and assistant coach Julio Montemayor.

SBGSA’s 6-under all-stars take second at Sealybration

 Dobie/Brook youth football camps
 Incoming seventh- through ninth-grade students, including those planning to 
attend Thompson Intermediate, Beverly Hills Intermediate or Dobie High School 
as of the 2017-2018 school year, are invited to attend the Longhorns’ Camp Head 
Start for football hopefuls.
 Dobie varsity football head coach Mike Norman, his staff, as well as staff 
members from Beverly Hills and Thompson will provide instruction July 31 
through Aug. 3 at Dobie High School.
  The sessions will run from 9 to 11 a.m. each day. Preregistration is $40 per 
student, The fee is $50 per student on July 31.
 Payment will be accepted via cash, money order or credit card. No checks will 
be accepted. To register, direct email to Norman at MNorman@pasadenaisd.org.
 Families may also make online payments at https://www1.pasadenaisd.org/
departments/departments_a-_b/business___financial_services/business_office 
procedure_manual/cashier_s_office/rev_trak_reporting/.
 Participants will receive instruction in all phases of the game, including the 
fundamentals of  blocking and tackling, position drills and techniques, and in-
dividual position drills. Camp Head Start will also provide a great opportunity 
for students to get an early understanding of how things will progress, as well as 
expectations at their intended school.
 The Pasadena ISD does not provide medical insurance coverage for events of 
this nature, so families will be responsible for providing such.

Brook invites youths, too
 Clear Creek ISD students will have the opportunity to attend Clear Brook’s 
2017 Mini Camp, set for July 27-28 at the school. 
 The sessions will run from 8 to 11:30 a.m. each day. Incoming seventh- through 
ninth-grade students as of the 2017-2018 school year are eligible to attend the 
camp. The fee is $60 per student if pre-registered by July 20, or $70 per student 
for those who register at 7:30 a.m., just before the start of workouts July 27.
 Clear Brook varsity football head coach Mike Allison, his staff as well as those 
at the intermediate level will be on hand to provide instruction in a variety of skill 
sets, including agility, blocking, tackling, receiving, kicking, passing, punting 
and more. All registrants will receive a camp T-shirt.
 Clear Creek ISD does not provide medical insurance coverage for this type of 
events, so parents will be responsible for handling their own coverage. For more 
information or to register for the camp, direct email to MAllison@ccisd.net.

Brook youth volleyball camp starts July 24
 The Clear Brook Lady Wolverine youth volleyball camp, hosted by Brook 
head coach Meredith Thompson and her staff, will be held July 24-27 at the 
school. The camp is designed for incoming third- through ninth-grade students 
as of the 2017-2018 school year. Camp one is for third- through fi fth- graders 
and will be from 8 to 9:30 a.m. Camp two is for sixth- through eighth-graders 
and will be from 8 to 10:30 a.m. Camp three is for advanced eighth-graders and 
ninth-graders and will be held from 10:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. Registration is $100 
for camp one and $120 for camps two and three.  Families are required to provide 
participants’ medical insurance. Forms are available at http://clearbrook.ccisd.
net. More information is available from Thompson at mthomps1@ccisd.net.

A trio of South Belt 
area residents played 
a big role in helping 
the Pasadena Legends 
8-under select base-
ball team to a success-
ful spring and summer 
season. The Legends, 
competing in the Na-
tions Baseball division, 
went 52-17 overall this 
summer, eventually 
taking second place at 
both the state tourna-
ment and the world 
series in Beaumont. At 
right, Legends’ head 
coach Jonathan Gar-
cia (center) and his 
sons Joey Garcia (left) 
and Johnny Rey Gar-
cia were key parts of 
the team throughout 
the season as the Leg-
ends rolled to win after 
win.  Other members 
of the Legends includ-
ed Max Garza, Javier 
Ontiveros, Trey Perez, 
Donovan Cooper, Sebas 
Mora, Guero Rincon, 
Alex Peña, Rodrigo 
Perez, David Corona, 
assistant coach Les-
lye Mora and assistant 
coach David Corona.

Submitted photo

Locals help Pasadena Legends 8U at world series

Local sports camps, news

Continued from Page 1B
the Chicago White Sox. 
 Just days prior to his 
chat with the Leader, 
Flores said he had watched 
replays of some of the 
Astros’ National League 
Championship Series in 
1980 against the Philadel-
phia Phillies. Though the 
Phillies rallied late in the 
final game of the series to 
advance to the World Se-

ries, Flores vividly recalls 
the excitement the Astros 
brought to this city then. 
Perhaps this season will 
bring more.
 “Clearly, this team is 
more talented than that 
1980 team, and probably 
as good or better than the 
1986 (National League 
Western Division champi-
on) or 2005 (World Series 
loss) teams,” Flores said. 

On-air personality has local connection

Moreno again puts JFD netters to the test

Dobie High School
Varsity fall team tennis schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 July 20 Unofficial workouts  6 p.m.

 July 27 Unofficial workouts  6 p.m.

 Aug. 1-4 Varsity team workouts  6 p.m.

 Aug. 5 Dobie exes matches  9 a.m.

 Aug. 8 at Dawson   9 a.m.

 Aug. 8 Willis   4 p.m.

 Aug. 9 Friendswood  4 p.m.

 Aug. 10 at S.A. Clark  4:30 p.m.

 Aug. 11 at S.A. Reagan  8:30 a.m.

 Aug. 11 at Converse Judson  5 p.m.

 Aug. 15 Katy  5 p.m.

 Aug. 16 at George Ranch  9 a.m.

 Aug. 17 Clear Falls  9 a.m.

 Aug. 18 Clear Creek   2:30 p.m.

 Aug. 22 Clear Springs  2:30 p.m.

 Aug. 25 at Dickinson  3 p.m.

 Aug. 29 at Clear Brook  2:30 p.m.

 Sept. 1 Alvin  3 p.m.

 Sept. 8 Morton Ranch  3 p.m.

 Sept. 15 Copperas Cove  8:30 a.m.

 Sept. 15-16 Remembering Ike (Galv.) TBA

 Sept. 19 *West Brook  3 p.m.

 Sept. 22 *at South Houston  3 p.m.

 Sept. 26 *Sam Rayburn  3 p.m.

 Sept. 29 *at Pasadena  3 p.m.

 Oct. 3 *Deer Park  3:30 p.m.

 Oct. 6 *La Porte  3 p.m.

 Oct. 10 *at Memorial (Taylor)  3 p.m.

 Oct. 16-21 Area Playoffs  TBA

 Oct. 23-27 Region III championships TBA

  * – District 22-6A match

Brook High School
Varsity Football Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Aug. 18 Texas City scrimm. (CC)  TBA

 Aug. 25 at Dobie scrimm. (Veterans) 7 p.m.

 Sept. 2 Bellaire (CC) (SN)  6 p.m.

 Sept. 8 at La Porte (Bulldog)  7 p.m.

 Sept. 15 at South Houston (V)  7 p.m.

 Sept. 29 *Clear Falls (CC) (HC)  7 p.m.

 Oct. 6 *Clear Creek (CC)   7 p.m.

 Oct. 13 *at Friendswood (Winston) 7 p.m.

 Oct. 20 *Clear Lake (Vet., L.C.)   7 p.m.

 Oct. 27 *Clear Springs (CC)       7 p.m.

 Nov. 3 *Alvin (Vet., L.C.)  7 p.m.

 Nov. 10 *at Dickinson (Vitanza)  7 p.m.

 (CC) at Challenger Stadium, Webster

 (HC) Homecoming  (SN) Senior Night

Dobie High School
Varsity Football Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Aug. 25 Clear Brook scrimm. (V)  7 p.m.

 Sept. 2 at Summer Creek (Turner) 6 p.m.

 Sept. 8 Clear Springs (V)  7 p.m.

 Sept. 14 Morton Ranch (V)  7 p.m.

 Sept. 21 Dawson (V)  7 p.m.

 Sept. 29 *at Deer Park (Abshire)  7 p.m.

 Oct. 6 *Memorial (V)   6:30 p.m.

 Oct. 21 *at Sam Rayburn (V)  1 p.m.

 Oct. 27 *South Houston (V) (HC) 7 p.m.

 Nov. 3 *at Pasadena (V)  7 p.m.

 Nov. 10 *La Porte (V) (SN)  7 p.m.

 (V) at Veterans Stadium, Pasadena

 (HC) Homecoming  (SN) Senior Night

Wolverines, Longhorns aim at football playoffs
The Clear Brook Wolverines and 
Dobie Longhorns will scrim-
mage during the preseason Aug. 
25 at Veterans Stadium in Pas-
adena. After that, both varsity 
programs face tough schedules 
if they are to advance to the 
2017 postseason. At right, Clear 
Brook’s (with ball) Caleb Chap-
man returns as one of the area’s 
top receivers with 17 touchdowns 
in 2016.

 Let there be little dispute 
about it. The Dobie Long-
horns’ varsity team tennis 
squad is one of the region’s 
busiest during the fall semes-
ter.
 It’s a tried and true meth-
od for success, according to 
Dobie head coach Manuel 
Moreno Jr., and he plans to 
test it again in 2017.
 There are high school ten-
nis programs that compete in 
just a handful of nondistrict 
dual matches and then com-
pete in district play. There are 
still others that compete in a 
nondistrict tournament or two 
prior to league play. Not the 
Longhorns. They go all out, 
all the time.
 Moreno, poised to be-
gin his 19th season at Dobie 
and 34th overall in the high 
school tennis ranks, believes 
the Longhorns only improve 
by playing more matches.
 It is no secret that some if 
not quite a few Dobie tennis 
players enter the program as 
freshmen with far less court 
experience than some of the 
other big-name schools. The 
solution? Play tennis, then 
play more tennis.
 As usual, the Longhorns 
will open the 2017 regular 
season with a series of match-
es against a group of those 
who have formerly played at 
Dobie.
 The annual series has been 
heavily controlled by the for-
mer players in the past, but 
the 2017 Longhorns are go-
ing to be very experienced, 
particularly on the boys’ side 
of things.

 After that, Dobie will play 
nondistrict matches against 
regional powers such as 
Dawson, Friendswood, Clear 
Creek, Clear Brook and oth-
ers.
 Locally, the Longhorns 
will make the trip to Clear 
Brook High School Aug. 29, 

to face the Wolverines in 
what promises to be an excit-
ing neighborhood duel.
 In District 22-6A ac-
tion, the Longhorns fi gure to 
again battle defending league 
champion Deer Park for the 
district title.
 Dobie is also looking to 

advance to the Region III 
championships for the fi rst 
time in several seasons.
 If hard work and plenty of 
preseason preparation make 
a difference, the Longhorns 
should be in position for a 
strong season during the team 
season. 

The Dobie varsity tennis 
program is very close 
to getting its preseason 
underway, with unof-
fi cial workouts for re-
turning varsity players 
to be held at the Long-
horn courts July 20 and 
July 27, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The team will then of-
fi cially begin the pre-
season Tuesday, Aug. 1, 
with another 6 to 8 p.m. 
workout. Head coach 
Manuel Moreno Jr. also 
invites all former Long-
horn players to come out 
for the annual exes dou-
bles match series, pit-
ting those former play-
ers against members of 
the 2017-2018 team. At 
right, junior Luis Nei-
ra, who advanced to re-
gionals during the 2017 
spring season in mixed 
doubles, is one of the 
players being counted 
on this fall team tennis 
season. Former players 
seeking to be involved 
in the exes series may 
direct email to Moreno 
at mmoreno@pasade 
naisd.org. 

 “But there is no guaran-
tee. You look at the Cubs 
from last year. They rolled 
through the regular season 
much like the Astros have 
this year, then had to come 
back from a 3-1 deficit 
against the Indians in the 
series. 
 “That said, you have 
to give Astros’ ownership 
and general manager Jeff 
Luhnow credit. They have 

scouted and drafted well, 
and brought in key free 
agent signees. The Astros 
certainly have the piec-
es in place to get it done. 
It’ll be fun to see how it all 
plays out.”
 And it’ll be fun for 
years to come to see how 
Flores’ career plays out on 
the national stage. At 45 
now, he has many more 
years to put his mark on 

the sports landscape.
 South Belt residents 
will be able to put a local 
connection to the face they 
see on MLB Network and 
NHL Network in the fu-
ture.
 He may live in New Jer-
sey, but Flores will always 
hold South Belt near and 
dear.

 The Lady Lions’ July 
24-27 volleyball camp for 
girls will include training 
in all phases of the game, 
including offensive and 
defensive alignments, con-
ditioning, passing, hitting, 
serving, blocking, etc.  
 Registration is $25 cash 
only per student. Camp 
hours are 5 to 7 p.m. For 
additional information, di-
rect email to coach Jessica 
Fitzmorris at jfi tzmorris@
pasadenaisd.org.

Lady Lions 
set VB camp
July 24-27
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THURSDAY, JULY 20
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday 
night service beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 
6 p.m. followed by a praise, worship and prayer service at 
7 p.m. at 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Afterward both pastors 
lead a Bible study in English and Spanish. Everyone is 
welcome.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A 
social group focused on the culture, music, heritage and 
language of Texas German immigrants. Meets the third 
Thursday, monthly, 6 p.m., Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Visitors welcome. 
Call 281-481-1238 for details.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-
306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

FRIDAY, JULY 21
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.

Interfaith Care Partners – ministry at St. Frances Cabrini 
Catholic Church, 10727 Hartsook St., for those with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, strokes, etc. and caretakers, 
meets on the third Friday, 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., for conti-
nental breakfast, arts/crafts, exercises, entertainment, 
devotional break, lunch, and game. Family members or 
acquaintances  are invited. For details, call the church at 
713-946-5768 or visit www.interfaithcarepartners.org.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, noon, 
Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 12005 
County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-856-
1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not alone, and dis-
cover choices available. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JULY 22
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, Saturdays, 
7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-
8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or 
drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 

Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SUNDAY, JULY 23
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, call 281-487-
8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to RSVP 
for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For 
details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, 
call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

MONDAY,  JULY 24
9 a.m. – noon 

Vacation Bible School – Join the adventure at Gulf 
Meadows Church for the Finding Jesus 2017 VBS, July 
24-28, 9 a.m. to noon. Children will experience the adven-
tures as they hear of Bible characters walk on water and 
cross the Red Sea and can draw closer to God in discov-
ering the power of Jesus. The cost is $45. Lunch is provid-
ed. Call the church at 713-987-9503 to sign up.

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 – 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 409-
454-5720 for details, or  drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 
1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship 
Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or 
drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

3:15 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and 
speech therapy for adults with Parkinson’s, 3:15 – 4:45 
p.m., Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical 
Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
details. 

  6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-
488-2923 for details. No meetings on holidays.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Free. Call Cris 
at 832-724-4296 to register. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – 
Mondays at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland. Enter door next to recycling 
bins. For details, call 713-973-6633 or visit www.oahous-
ton.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.
  Continued on Page 4B
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Coming away with a seventh-place fi nish at the United States High School Bowl-
ing National Championship, Dobie’s club bowling team wrapped up a spectac-
ular season as a group, and several individuals also stood out. Meanwhile, the 
Lady Longhorns’ team fi nished 23rd at the national competition. Members of 

By Jay Do
Leader staff

 The Dobie High 
School bowling team fi n-
ished their competition 
season this summer with a 
phenomenal performance 
at the United States High 
School Bowling National 
Championship. 
 Held June 24-25 in 
Smyrna, Tennessee, the 
national championship 
was hosted by the United 
States High School Bowl-
ing Foundation, a nonprof-
it organization that active-
ly promotes the growth 
of high school bowling 
throughout the nation. 
 Taking the reins from 
former coach Sharon 
Howard earlier this sum-
mer, coach Steven Mullins 
led the team to the nation-
al competition with only a 
limited amount of time to 
work with them. 
 A 2005 Dobie gradu-
ate, Mullins enjoyed bowl-
ing as a child, but was un-
able to bowl for Dobie, as 
the school did not sponsor 
a team at the time. 
 As such, Mullins 
jumped at the opportunity 
to coach the bowling team 
and help provide students 
with an opportunity that 
he did not have. 
 “I actually came from 
a lot of the bowling pro-
grams that they are now 
involved in,” said Mullins. 
 “When I was at Do-
bie, there was no bowling 
team. For me, it’s paying 
it forward. It wasn’t there 
for me, but these kids are 
involved in the same pro-
grams with a ton of the 
people that I was involved 
with when I was a kid, so 
it’s cool to see them get 
the opportunity to succeed 
and to go to these nation-
al competitions and put 
themselves up against ev-
eryone else.”
 In order to qualify for 
a coveted spot to compete 
among the best teams in 
the nation, high school 
teams must fi rst fulfi ll a 
number of requirements 
and advance through a se-
ries of preliminary compe-
titions. 
 “They did great to even 
make it there, because the 
national competition is 
something that you have 

to qualify for,” said Mull-
ins.  
 “The requirements for 
the tournament were that 
you go through your dis-
trict, you do well enough 
at regionals to qualify for 
state, and you do well 
enough at state to advance 
to nationals.”
 The journey to nation-
als was a long one, fi lled 
with endless practice and 
tireless dedication. It’s one 
that team captain Robert 
Lazo knows well. 
 “We went bowling two 
to three times a week lead-
ing up to the competition,” 
said Lazo. 
 “Armadillo Lanes real-
ly helped us out and gave 
us a good price on our 
practice hours. That gave 
us a lot of stamina going 
into the competition.”
 This was just, as the 
team knew they would 
face considerable opposi-
tion from more well pre-
pared competitors at the 
national competition. 
 Advancing to the na-
tionals for the second con-
secutive year, the team had 
earned itself a reputation 
and returned with a target 
on its back.
 “This is our second 
year going, so a lot of the 
other teams knew who we 
were, and they wanted to 
beat us,” said Lazo. 
 “While some of the 
other teams had three or 
four good bowlers, we 
came in with all eight 
well-prepared bowlers.”
 The fruits of their labor 
were worth it, as the boys 
team placed seventh in the 
nation. 
 Suffering the disadvan-
tage of a smaller team, the 
Dobie girls team placed 
23rd. 
 Considering the high 
level of the competition, 
Mullins could not be more 
pleased. 
 “The girls did not make 
the fi rst cut, but they did 
really well, considering 
the fact that we did not 
have a full squad of girls 
competing,” said Mullins. 
 “The boys team came 
out in full strength, and 
they made it through the 
fi rst three cuts. 
 “To get some perspec-
tive on how high level this 

competition is, the state 
champs from Illinois, Wis-
consin and Texas did not 
even place in the top 24 
teams. 
 “For the boys to get 
seventh is extremely fan-
tastic, because the level of 
competition is insane.”
 The boys team also 
performed exceptionally 
in the singles round. Lazo, 
as well as Jose Hernandez 
and Noah Meija, all made 
it through the fi rst three 
cuts. 
 Lazo and Hernandez 
placed 52nd and 124th, 
respectively, out of more 
than 300 individual bowl-
ers before the night was 
over. 
 As the tournament con-
tinued late into the night, 
the game began to take its 
toll on the team. 
 “It got really tough for 
our players as the night 
went on,” said Mullins. 
 “We were there until 
probably 12:30 at night, 
and for them to go through 
that many games, I know 
they had to have been ex-
hausted by the end of it.”
 Meija had a particu-
larly challenging evening, 
standing in third place 
after the fi rst two rounds, 
only to be knocked down 
to 16th and eventually 
28th place in the following 
rounds. 
 “It was sad, because 
I knew that I was going 
to go down after the third 
round,” said Meija. 
 “It was certainly dis-
appointing because I had 
made it so far, and it defi -
nitely hurt, but it was late 
and we were all getting 
pretty tired at that point.”
 The team’s perfor-
mance cemented Dobie’s 
reputation as a force to be 
reckoned with among high 
school bowling teams. For 
Lazo, though, the experi-
ence in itself is something 
he will never forget. 
 “It’s a very 
nerve-wrecking and a very 
emotional experience,” 
said Lazo. 
 “To compete with so 
many people in a bowling 
alley who all love what 
they’re doing is a very 
moving experience. It’s 
defi nitely a once in a life-
time experience.”

Nationals appearance caps Dobie bowling’s memorable 2017 season
 Lazo’s advice for in-
coming bowling students 
reveals the simple secret 
to their success. 
 “They need to get close 
with their team,” said 
Lazo. 
 “The big part of our 
success came from the 
chemistry that we all 
shared. The boys team, 
especially, was more like a 
family than it was a team. 
 “That’s what sets us 

apart from those other 
teams. We all know each 
other well, and we’re al-
ways there for each other.”
 Moving forward, Mull-
ins knows he has his work 
cut out for him in prepar-
ing a team to replace this 
outgoing one that will 
achieve a similar level of 
success, but he has a plan 
in order to do so. 
 “I think the hardest 
thing to combat is the fact 

that the kids on this team 
are really good, and they 
have been for the past cou-
ple of years,” said Mullins. 
 “I think part of the rea-
son that they are so good is 
because of the culture that 
they’ve been surrounded 
by. 
 “A lot of these kids 
have been bowling since 
they were 5 or 6 years old, 
and they’ve been support-
ed by their parents and 

their family and friends. 
 “The only way to re-
peat this success is to keep 
this culture up. These guys 
and girls don’t get this 
good overnight. 
 “They get this good 
over a decade. The only 
way for them to get to that 
level is to have the support 
that the current bowlers 
have had. 
 “The best way for this 
program to continue to 

the Dobie varsity boys’ bowling team are, left to right, (front row) coach Rudy 
Luna, Alexander Camargo, Jose Hernandez, Francisco Camargo, Robert Lazo, 
John Garcia, (back row) Nicolas Luna, Noah Mejia, Nicolas Guerra and coach 
Steven Mullins.

San Jacinto College softball
lands staff of the year honor
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege softball coaching 
staff was recently awarded 
the 2017 Midwest Region 
Coaching Staff of the Year 
by the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association.  
 The softball coaching 
staff is made up of head 
coach Kelly Saenz and 
assistant coaches Kelsey 
Walters and Selena Reyna.
 “This is a prestigious 
honor for our coaches and 
for our college. Our coach-
es are dedicated and seri-
ous about their work with 
our athletes. They love the 
game and they care about 
our players,” said Dr. Al-
latia Harris, San Jacinto 
College vice chancellor of 
strategic initiatives. 
 “The members of the 
coaching staff model dis-
cipline, hard work, high 
expectations, fair play, and 
solid performance for our 
players. They live those 
values, and I am so proud 
to see them recognized by 
their colleagues at the Na-
tional Fastpitch Coaches 
Association.”

 Saenz this spring fin-
ished her 14th season at 
the helm of the San Jacin-
to College softball team. 
 Earlier this year, she 
celebrated her 500th ca-
reer win. 
 Since being named 
head coach in 2004, her 
teams have won 61 per-
cent of their games, earned 
two Region XIV titles, and 
made four National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-
tion national tournament 
appearances.
 Walters, a Pasadena 
Memorial High School 
graduate, this spring com-
pleted her fifth season as 
an assistant coach. 
 A former pitcher for 
San Jac, she broke sever-
al of the pitching records 
and held the record for 
most wins in a season and 
most innings pitched until 
2017.  
 After graduating from 
San Jac, Walters played 
at McNeese State Univer-
sity, where she guided the 
Cowboys to a 69-56 re-
cord.

 Reyna is in her sec-
ond season as an assistant 
coach. She attended Ball 
State University, where 
she helped the Cardi-
nals win back-to-back 
Mid-American Confer-
ence championship titles, 
their first National Colle-
giate Athletic Association 
regional game against the 
University of Notre Dame, 
and the Mid-American 
Tournament Champion-
ship
 The staff will be hon-
ored December 9 at the 
NFCA Coaching Staff 
of the Year Brunch at the 
NFCA National Conven-
tion in Las Vegas, Nevada.
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege softball team finished 
the season with a 42-21 
record. San Jac’s 42 wins 
this season mark the 10th 
time in school history with 
at least 40 wins. 
 The softball team was 
2017 NJCAA Region XIV 
champions and made its 
fourth trip to the NJCAA 
Division I Softball Nation-
al Championship.

The San Jacinto College softball coaching staff, led by head coach Kelly Saenz 
(above) was awarded the 2017 Midwest Region Coaching Staff of the Year by 
the National Fastpitch Coaches Association. Earlier in the 2017 season, Saenz 
earned her 500th career victory.

 The San Jacinto College 
men’s basketball team was 
awarded a Team Academ-
ic Excellence Award by 
the National Association 
of Basketball Coaches.
 This is the fi fth annu-
al award created by the 
NABC Committee on Ac-
ademics. 
 The award recogniz-
es outstanding academ-
ic achievement by a team 
with a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.0 or 
higher for the 2016-2017 
season. 
 The San Jac men’s bas-
ketball team had a GPA of 
3.06, which also earned 

San Jacinto men’s basketball
scores team academic honor

a National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association 
All-Academic Team hon-
orable mention.
 “I’m incredibly proud 
of our team and of the rec-
ognition because it shows 
that they can be outstand-
ing ballplayers on the 
court and still take care of 
their business in the class-
room,” said San Jacinto 
College head coach Scott 
Gernander. 
 “Everyone involved un-
derstands they are held ac-
countable and realizes all 
of the resources San Jac 
has to offer for them to be-
come successful. They are 

truly student-athletes.”
 The San Jac men’s bas-
ketball team is one of fi ve 
community colleges to 
earn this award out of 110 
universities and colleges 
from across the nation.
 The men’s basketball 
team ended the 2016-2017 
season with an overall re-
cord of 33-2. 
 The team made its 21st 
overall appearance at the 
NJCAA Division I Bas-
ketball National Champi-
onship, earned a Region 
XIV title, and had two of 
its players named to the 
NJCAA’s All-American 
team.

improve is to support that 
growth and try to keep that 
culture of winning, while 
also keeping the family cul-
ture and the excitement that 
goes along with all of this.”
 For Mullins, the oppor-
tunity to coach the Dobie 
bowling team has been 
nothing short of rewarding. 
 “It’s been great to see 
how consistent hard work 
and thoughtful effort can 
make you better, and that 
goes beyond just bowling,” 

said Mullins. 
 “To me, it’s not about 
bowling, it’s about the ef-
fort that they put into learn-
ing and understanding that 
to get growth, you have to 
put in practice. 
 “They’ve put in that 
time, they’ve worked con-
sistently and they’ve done 
this the right way. To see 
that growth has just been 
absolutely fantastic. I can’t 
be any prouder of these 
kids.”



CALENDAR
practice ballroom dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m.  Wednesdays, 1001 
E. League City Pkwy. League City nonresidents must pur-
chase activity card. Help is available to assist learning dance 
moves. For details, call Neva Schroder at 417-838-2204.

5:30 p.m.
StartSchoolLater.net (SSL) Houston Chapter - informa-
tional meeting about the link of teen sleep deprivation to de-
pression and low academic performance. Public is welcome, 
5:30 p.m., on the fourth Wednesday, Parker Williams Library, 
Room F, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., 77089.  For details, call 281-
229-1409.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Free. Call Cris 
at 832-724-4296 to register. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-
856-1611.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-
2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic vio-
lence/sexual abuse support group for women. Visit www.
bayareaturningpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, JULY 27
9 a.m. – noon 

Vacation Bible School – Join the adventure at Gulf Meadows 
Church for the Finding Jesus 2017 VBS, July 24-28, 9 a.m. to 
noon. Children will experience the adventures of a lifetime as 
they hear of Bible characters walk on water and cross the 
Red Sea and can draw closer to God in discovering the power 
of Jesus. The cost is $45. Lunch is provided. Call the church 
at 713-987-9503 for more information and to sign up.

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 
for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday night 
service beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 6 p.m. 
followed by a praise, worship and prayer service at 7 p.m. at 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Afterward both pastors lead a Bible 
study in English and Spanish. Everyone is welcome.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd. For details, call Ericka 
McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

6:30 p.m.
Well Spouse Support Group – meets the last Thursday at 
CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale, with the spouse of a 
chronically ill/disabled person, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Childcare is 
free. No meetings in Nov. or Dec. For details, contact Jennifer 
Miller at houstonwellspouse@gmail.com or 713-724-2360, or 
visit http://www.wellspouse.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
856-1611.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-
306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

Continued from Page 3B
MONDAY, JULY 24

7:30 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on 
Monday, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/
session or $35/10 sessions for CSH members and $5/session 
or $45/10 sessions for nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. 
For information, contact 281-488-5861 or csh@shaarhasha-
lom.org.

TUESDAY, JULY 25
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 
for details, or drop in.

9 a.m. – noon 
Vacation Bible School – Join the adventure at Gulf Meadows 
Church for the Finding Jesus 2017 VBS, July 24-28, 9 a.m. to 
noon. Children will experience the adventures of a lifetime as 
they hear of Bible characters walk on water and cross the 
Red Sea and can draw closer to God in discovering the power 
of Jesus. The cost is $45. Lunch is provided. Call the church 
at 713-987-9503 for more information and to sign up.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include 
dioramas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-
time kitchen. Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
204 S. Main, Pasadena. For details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Houston Satellite meets on the 
fourth Tuesday, Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Pkwy. (on the 
lake side), Seabrook. For information, call Joe at 281-481-
2458.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

Noon
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., 
Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. 
Lunch is $15. Variety of interesting speakers. For information, 
call 281-900-7257 or visit nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 
p.m. For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 
16614 Sea Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. 
Glandorf at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-
856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-
306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26
7 a.m.

AAA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 
for details, or drop in.

9 a.m. – noon 
Vacation Bible School – Join the adventure at Gulf Meadows 
Church for the Finding Jesus 2017 VBS, July 24-28, 9 a.m. to 
noon. Children will experience the adventures of a lifetime as 
they hear of Bible characters walk on water and cross the 
Red Sea and can draw closer to God in discovering the power 
of Jesus. The cost is $45. Lunch is provided. Call the church 
at 713-987-9503 for more information and to sign up.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week 
monthly (Nov./Dec. meet second week only) at Covenant 
United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, 
etc. Call Doris Byerly at 713-944-4474 for details.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to 

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly 

HELP WANTED section!
11555 Beamer        281-481-5656

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS
SOUGHT

The
Southeast VFD 

needs you!

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!
11555 

Beamer 
281-

481-5656

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer.

281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

MISCELLANEOUS
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three 
spaces, choice location 
Section 206, lot 89, 
spaces 7, 8, 9. Call 281-
487-7932. TF

 SERVICE
HANDYMAN: Painting 
interior/exterior, sheet-
rock, wood fences, tree 
services, trimming and 
removal, mulch, lay 
fresh grass, weed flow-
erbeds, pressure wash-
ing. Free Estimates. 
Ruben 832-406-0183  
 8-10

WANTED
ROOMMATE WANTED! 
$450 per month, all bills 
paid. Located in Brook-
side, Tx near Pearland 
off Mykawa Rd. near 
McHard Rd. Please call 
281-995-0402. 7-20

Page 4, Section B, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, July 20, 2017

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

Advertise 

in 

the 

Leader!

Need Help Finding Your 
Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800

We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

Support Leader Advertisers

WANTED
HOUSTON
OILERS'
PROGRAMS OR
TEAM PHOTOS

FROM 1974 - 1976. 
WOULD LIKE TO BUY 

OR MAKE COPY.
PLEASE CALL
281-481-0389

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯   

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
E s t i m a t e s . N e w 
Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician 
Not a Salesman. Call 
Harry 713-991-1355.  
 8-3
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 
Sabo, Suite 120, 281-
481-0909. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com TF

GARAGE SALE
2914 COUNTRY CLUB 
DR. Sat, July 22, 8 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. & Sun, July 23, 
Noon - 4 p.m. Estate 
Sale. Household items, 
tools, misc. 7-20
9734 EBB Sat, July 22, 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Estate 
Sale. 7-20

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR a secretary. 
Opening for  a full-time 
position, or 30-40 Hrs. 
Monday to Friday, with 
benefits, Gulfgate area, 
call: 713-828-9433.  8-3

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

To submit items for the

CALENDAR
at the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader 
send an email to: 

mynews@southbeltleader.com
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FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON
281-692-1684MPL #18439

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

SOURCE: Southbelt Leader | Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Minimum $250 Invoice. Limit 1 per Household. Cannot be combined with other offers or used towards 
Service Plan (BAM/AMP/CLUB) Purchase. Show at time of service. Call for Details. 

Alan O’Neill M-20628 | TACLA 31525E | TECL 30557

ANY Repair 
Plumbing
AC / Heating
Electrical

(281) 552-8357
www.AbacusPlumbing.net

SOURCE S thb lt L d | Li i d Ti

$50
OFF

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

So
ut

h 
Be

lt 
Gr

ap
hi

cs
 &

 P
rin

tin
g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!

Now printing small-quantity orders!
Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

The Classifieds – read them and use them; 
They’re there when you need them!

FOR WHEN LIFE BRINGS 
YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection of professional service people 
who advertise there. You can compare and choose from among them in the 

SERVICES columns and be ready for anything shocking ahead! 

281-481-5656

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $1,000’s 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!
South Belt

AIR & HEAT INC.
Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local 
news and 
updates 
between 
issues!

Advertise in the Leader!

281-481-5656
www.southbeltleader.com

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

 WATER DAMAGE REPAIR  POWER WASHING 

Jim Elder

E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

Willie’s Concrete Works

10% OFF ALL CONCRETE WORK
Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

Looking to improve your yard the easy way?

Call the Leader Advertisers 
for your Lawn & Garden!

11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

A & M PAINTING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Support
Leader!

Advertisers

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

CURRY INC.
A/C - HEATING SERVICE

We Service All 
Brands & Models

Call Now for Summer Checkup

713-643-5765
713-817-2302

Serving the Houston Area since 1965
TACLA#023879E

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

LAWN & GARDEN

AAA Fencing

Andrew Bravo            832-461-9890  

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
281-481-5656

South Belt-Ellington 

Leader

The Voice of Community-Minded People

11555 Beamer                281-481-5656
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Miss American Coed Pageant Queen Miss Southwest Sweetheart Brook-
lynn Nichols had a blast and enjoyed the Fourth of July fi reworks at El 
Franco Lee Park. Nichols will be in fi fth grade this fall and attend Goudeau 
Accelerated Preparatory (GAP) Academy. She was born and raised her in 
the South Belt area. During the 2016-2017 school year, Nichols scored as 
high as the 12th grade level on her standardized test which includes math, 
word study skills and language, to name a few. Nichols enjoys competing in 
pageants and being a great role model for children. Her motto is “If you can 
believe, you can achieve!” Photo by Michelle Martin

Pageant Queen enjoys fi reworks

Highland Meadow resident Rudy Alafa won Most Patriotic noncommercial in 
the annual Fourth of July parade. Alafa’s fl oat featured the likes of J.J. Watt 
who saluted all servicemen and fi rst responders. Photo by Laura Benavides

Alafa wins Most Patriotic

The Dobie FFA and the Lariaettes tied for 1st place for Most Original non-
commercial fl oat in the annual July 4th Parade. Shown representing Dobie 
FFA, left to right, Samantha Carter, Jacqueline Mendoza, Elie Loredo and 
Wyatt Baxley. Photo by Laura Benavides

JFD FFA ties for Most Original

Shown far left and 
left, people are getting 
ready for the Fourth of 
July Fireworks Display 
at El Franco Lee Park. 
Shown right, Precinct 
2 Deputy Clint Brown 
played taps before the 
fi reworks display at 
the park. When he be-
gan playing, the entire 
group of people at the 
park became silent.
The Fourth of July 
Fireworks Display is 
funded by the annual 
South Belt Spectacular 
Cook-off event.

Photo submitted

South Belt community celebrates July 4th holiday

South Belt-Ellington LeaderSouth Belt-Ellington Leader 

–– The Voice of Community-Minded People ––

11555 Beamer           281-481-5656
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

 Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners

Shown, Lorraine Swanson (back), Dean 
Baier’s sister; seven-month-old Court-
land Clark, daughter of Megan Clark;  
and Hector DeGomez, El Franco Lee 
Park manager. Photos submitted

David Flickinger (left) and Noah 
Abarca enjoy the festivities.


