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Beamer repairs underway

A city project to make road improvements along Beamer Road is currently underway, causing 
intermittent traffi c delays. An effort of District D City Council Member Carolyn Evans-Shaba-
zz, the project will resurface the area thoroughfare from FM 1959/Dixie Farm Road to El Do-
rado Boulevard. A similar project is underway on Almeda genoa near SH 35/Telephone Road. 
See related photo on Page 2

Former Pasadena Me-
morial High School 
music theater student 
Rangel Guzman re-
cently got the once-
in-a-lifetime chance to 
perform on Broadway, 
as he was competing 
in the prestigious Jim-
my Awards in New 
York City. A 2026, 
graduate, Guzman got 
the opportunity after 
he previously earned 
a Tommy Tune award 
for his performance 
as Miss Trunchbull in 
“Matilda.”  Guzman is 
shown above in NYC 
in front of a masive 
digital billboard with 
his likeness. See relat-
ed photo on Page 3.

Guzman takes national stage
 Winning a Tommy Tune Award is considered 
one of the highest achievements for a high school 
performer in the Houston area – and it serves as 
the offi cial pathway to the Jimmy Awards.

A week on Broadway
 Jimmy Awards nominees participate in an in-
tensive week of workshops, vocal coaching, cho-
reography sessions, and rehearsals in New York 
City. The program culminates in a professionally 
produced ceremony where each nominee per-
forms and a panel of industry experts selects two 
national winners: Best Performance by an Actor 
and Best Performance by an Actress.
 Although Guzman did not take home a na-
tional title, he completed the full program – an 
achievement that refl ects both his talent and the 
strength of Pasadena Memorial’s theatre pro-
gram.

Looking ahead: University of Michigan
 Guzman now turns his attention to the next 
chapter of his training. He will attend the Uni-
versity of Michigan, one of the nation’s most 
competitive musical theatre programs, to pursue 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in musical theater.
 “I’m going to the University of Michigan 
for my BFA in musical theater,” said Guzman. 
“It’s always been my dream school, and then, 
throughout the grueling college audition process, 
I ended up just landing right where I belonged.”

Tommy Tune awards  
 Named for Houston native and Broadway leg-
end Tommy Tune, this program honors excel-
  Continued on Page 3

 Pasadena Memorial High School 2026 grad-
uate Rangel Guzman capped off his senior year 
on one of the biggest stages available to a high 
school performer – the National High School 
Musical Theatre Awards, better known as the 
Jimmy Awards, held Monday, June 22, at the 
Minskoff Theatre on Broadway.
 Guzman was one of fewer than 100 students 
nationwide selected to compete, earning his spot 
after being named a Tommy Tune Award Winner 
earlier this spring for his standout performance as 
Miss Trunchbull in “Matilda.” His Tommy Tune 
win advanced him to the national level, where he 
spent a week in New York City rehearsing, re-
ceiving coaching from Broadway professionals, 
and preparing for the culminating performance 
on the Minskoff stage.
 While Guzman did not place among the top 
fi nalists at the Jimmy Awards, his participation 
alone places him among the most accomplished 
high school musical-theatre performers in the 
country – a distinction earned by only a small 
number of students each year.

A breakout performance
 Guzman’s journey to Broadway began with 
his show-stopping turn as Miss Trunchbull, a 
role that earned him top honors in the Tommy 
Tune Awards, the Houston region’s premier high 
school musical theater program. Hosted by The-
atre Under the Stars, the Tommy Tune Awards 
evaluate dozens of schools annually and recog-
nize excellence in performance, design, direction 
and overall production.
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Local roadway improvement projects underway
District D repairs set for Beamer, Almeda Genoa; Drivers should expect delays

Holiday closures planned
South Belt-Ellington Leader

 The Leader will be closed Friday, July 3, in 
observance of Independence Day. The offi ces 
will reopen at 9 a.m. Monday, July 6.

Clear Brook City MUD
 The offi ces of Clear Brook City MUD will 
close at 3 p.m. Thursday, July 2, and will be 
closed Friday, July 3, in observance of Inde-
pendence Day. The offi ces will reopen at 8 a.m. 
Monday, July 6. 
 For convenience, check or money order 
payments may be left in the drop box on the 
drive-thru side of the MUD building. No cash 
will be accepted in the drop box.
 Clear Brook City MUD residents who re-
ceive trash services on Friday will have normal 
pickup on July 3. All trash should be placed 
curbside no later than 6 a.m.

MUD trash times may vary
 Due to a major county construction project, 
trash collection times may vary in the coming 
weeks. Residents should have trash curbside 
no later than 6 a.m. Monday and Thursday, as 
collection crews will be working in coordina-
tion with construction crews and may arrive 
earlier than before. 
 All Texas Pride Disposal trucks have cam-
eras for verifi cation. This will continue until 
the project’s completion.  
 A project of Harris County Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia, the massive under-
taking will make street and traffi c repairs to 
the majority of major roads in the Clear Brook 
City MUD. 
 Work has already begun in the Sagemead-
ow, Highland Meadow and Wood Meadow 
subdivisions. Work will soon begin in the 
Sageglen subdivision.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes 
Road at Beamer, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each 
Thursday morning as part of the weekly Coffee 
with the Constable series. 
 For additional information, call Sagemont 
Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 713-419-
3545.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from SH 96/Calder/
Brittany Bay in League City to FM 519/Main 
Street in La Marque daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.  
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from Deats Road in Dickinson to FM 
2004/Camp Wallace Access in Texas City from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further notice.
  At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 519/
Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive in 
Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Sagemont to meet July 7
 The Sagemont Civic Club will hold a meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 7, at The Gardens, 
12001 Beamer at Hughes. All Sagemont res-
idents/homeowners are invited to attend. The 
meetings typically take place the fi rst Tuesday 
of each month. For additional information, call 
Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 
713-419-3545.

Beltway closures planned
 At least one northbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from Spencer 
Highway to Greenshadow Drive continuous-
ly through 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31. 
 At least one southbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from Pasadena 
Boulevard to Fairmont Parkway continuous-
ly through 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

Ellington eRecycling set
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, July 11, at 
the Neighborhood Recycling Center at Elling-
ton Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 Recycling electronics keeps potentially 
harmful materials, such as mercury, cadmi-
um, lead and cathode ray tubes out of the waste 
stream and the environment. 
 Items accepted are PCs, servers, keyboards, 
mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, small 
kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs and 
routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax ma-
chines, projectors, rechargeable batteries, ca-
ble boxes, car batteries, telephones, cellphones, 
PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables 
and cameras.
 The collection events take place the second 
Saturday of each month. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.houstonsolidwaste.org or 
call 311.

PMHS student performs on Broadway
Rangel Guzman earns Tommy Tune, performs at Jimmys

area. Its closure was confi rmed after the store 
changed hands.
 Central Ace Hardware has been a fi xture 
in the South Belt community for decades. 
The Williams family operated the store for 37 
years before selling it in 2016 to M&D Sup-
ply, a Beaumont-based company. Although the 
store’s name was updated after the sale, many 
 Continued on Page 2

 The USPS branch located inside Central Ace 
Hardware on Beamer has offi cially closed fol-
lowing a change in ownership of the long-stand-
ing neighborhood hardware store, ending a ser-
vice many South Belt residents had relied on 
for years.
 The postal branch, which opened in 2008, 
operated for nearly two decades as a conve-
nient alternative to larger USPS branches in the 

 Leading this year’s procession will be Harris 
County Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia 
and Sagemont Church Associate Pastor Emory 
Gadd, who were selected as dual grand marshals 
for the milestone celebration.
 For the second year in a row, the parade will 
follow the adjusted route introduced last year 
due to Beltway 8 construction – a change that
 Continued on Page 2

 With Independence Day just around the cor-
ner, the South Belt community is putting the 
fi nishing touches on preparations for its annual 
Fourth of July parade, now in its 36th year and 
carrying special signifi cance as the nation cele-
brates America’s 250th anniversary. 
 The parade will roll out Saturday, July 4 at 10 
a.m., and organizers say they expect one of the 
largest turnouts in recent years. 

Parade to celebrate USA’s 250th
Adrian Garcia, Emory Gadd to serve as grand marshals

ACE Hardware changes ownership
USPS branch closes under new ownership

Local health officials warn of warm weather
Heat-related illness up 300+ percent in Harris County, health offi cials warn

36-year-old man, was part of a crew performing 
scheduled overnight work when the truck – used 
as a protective vehicle in the work zone – re-
versed and struck him.
 Investigators said the worker was wearing 
high-visibility gear and all required safety equip-
ment. The driver, who is employed by the same
 Continued on Page 2

 A construction worker was killed late Sunday, 
June 28, after a co-worker accidentally backed 
a work truck into him during an overnight road 
project on the Gulf Freeway, according to the 
Houston Police Department.
 The crash happened around 11 p.m. in the 
southbound lanes of the freeway, just before the 
Dixie Farm Road exit. Police said the victim, a 

Worker killed in Gulf Freeway accident
Man struck by company vehicle near Dixie Farm Road

  With the arrival of summer, warmer tem-
peratures often mean more time spent outdoors 
– whether it’s enjoying family gatherings, ex-
ercising or heading out on vacation. But as out-
door activities and travel plans ramp up, so do 
the risks associated with extreme heat. Harris 
County Public Health (HCPH) urges community 
members to take extra precautions to stay safe 
and prevent heat-related illnesses.
 “The summer heat in Harris County can be 
dangerous, even deadly, if we’re not careful,” 
said Dr. Ericka Brown, director of HCPH’s Com-
munity Health and Wellness Division. “It’s import-
ant that community members protect themselves 

and their loved ones by taking simple steps – like 
drinking water frequently, staying in air-condi-
tioned buildings or shaded areas during peak heat 
hours, and applying sunscreen when outdoors. 
These small actions can make a big difference in 
preventing heat exhaustion or heat stroke.”
 According to recent data, Harris County expe-
rienced a 329-percent increase in heat-related ill-
ness between 2019 and 2023, with 80 confi rmed 
deaths during that time. Many of these incidents 
occurred on days when temperatures exceeded 
103 degrees F, a level deemed dangerous by the 
National Weather Service.
 Vulnerable groups include infants and young 

children, older adults, individuals with chron-
ic medical conditions, pregnant individuals and 
outdoor workers.

Heat safety tips
 HCPH recommends the following safety mea-
sures to prevent heat-related illnesses:
 – Stay hydrated: Drink water throughout the 
day, even if you don’t feel thirsty. Avoid caffeine, 
alcohol and sugary drinks that can contribute to 
dehydration.
 – Limit outdoor activities: Try to plan activ-
ities during cooler parts of the day – early morn-
ing or evening hours.
 – Dress appropriately: Wear lightweight, 

loose-fi tting, and light-colored clothing to stay 
cool.
 – Use sun protection: Apply sunscreen with 
SPF 15 or higher at least 30 minutes before going 
outdoors. Reapply every two hours. Use hats and 
sunglasses for added protection.
 – Seek shade and air conditioning: Spend 
time in air-conditioned spaces like libraries, 
malls or cooling centers. If outside, use umbrel-
las or tents to stay shaded.
 – Monitor for heat illness: Watch for signs of 
heat exhaustion or heat stroke, such as dizziness, 
rapid heartbeat, headache, nausea or confusion. 
  Continued on Page 2

 South Belt commuters should be aware of two 
major roadway improvement projects currently 
underway, with one affecting a busy stretch of 
Beamer Road.
 Houston’s District D City Council Member 
Carolyn Evans-Shabazz announced the projects 
as part of the district’s ongoing effort to improve 
street conditions, enhance safety and ease mobil-
ity for residents and commuters.

Beamer Road improvements
 The Beamer Road project – the prominent of 
the two – will resurface the corridor between FM 

1959/Dixie Farm Road and El Dorado Boule-
vard. Construction began Tuesday, June 23, and 
will take an estimated 25 working days, wrap-
ping up around Monday, July 27. 
 The work consists of a mill-and-overlay, a pro-
cess that removes the top layer of worn pavement 
and replaces it with a fresh surface designed to 
extend the roadway’s lifespan and improve driv-
ability.
 Evans-Shabazz said the improvements refl ect 
the city’s commitment to maintaining safe, re-
liable infrastructure throughout District D. Ac-

cording to the announcement, the upgrades are 
intended to “enhance safety, mobility and the 
overall driving experience in our community.”

Almeda Genoa improvements
 A second mill-and-overlay project will follow 
just days later on Almeda Genoa Road, covering 
the segment between Forbes Road and SH 35/
Telephone Road. That work began Monday, June 
29, with a similar 25-day construction window ex-
pected to carry the project through Friday, July 31.
 Both projects will be carried out by SER Con-
struction Partners. Residents are encouraged 

to plan for possible delays and exercise cau-
tion when traveling through active construction 
zones.
 “These improvements are part of the ongoing 
effort to improve roadway conditions, increase 
accessibility and provide safer travel throughout 
District D,” Evans-Shabazz said in the announce-
ment, thanking residents for their patience as the 
work moves forward.
 For questions related to either project, the dis-
trict advises contacting project manager Adrian 
Carter at 713-829-0260.
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

DeathIn My Opinion

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building 
to browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. 
For information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/ or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; 
and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 The following events are scheduled for Bracewell Library:
 Thursday, July 2, 1 – 5 p.m. K-5 reading tutoring: Get LIT. 
 Thursday, July 2, 3:30 – 5 p.m. Teen movie time. Registration required. 
 Monday, July 6, 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Bring family to storytime. Registration required.
 Monday, July 6, 1 – 5 p.m. HPL Get LIT 2026. 
 Tuesday, July 7, 1 – 5 p.m. HPL Get LIT 2026. 
 Tuesday, July 7, 4 – 5 p.m. Join family STEM. Registration required. 
 Wednesday, July 8, 1 – 5 p.m. HPL Get LIT 2026. 
 Wednesday, July 8, 6 – 7 p.m. Pajama storytime. Registration required. 
 Wednesday, July 8, 6 – 7 p.m. Coloring basics class. Registration required. 
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Customers are encouraged to visit the 
building to browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check 
out holds. Hours are Monday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 
a.m. – 8 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit 
https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for more information. One can 
also visit social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/
ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library:
 Thursday, July 2, 10:13 – 11 a.m. Dino storytime with special guest star.
 Saturday, July 4, 10 a.m. – noon. Tai Chi.
 Monday, July 6, Noon – 1:30 p.m. Adult computer classes with Harris County universal 
services. Registration required.
 Monday, July 6, 1 – 2:30 p.m. ESL conversation club. Registration required.
 Monday, July 6, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Tai Chi.
 Tuesday, July 7, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies and books.
 Tuesday, July 7, 10:15 a.m. – 1 p.m. Personas que corren con libros: Club de lectura en 
Espanol.
 Tuesday, July 7, 4 – 5 p.m. Prehistoric shark craft.
 Wednesday, July 8, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Adult dinosaur stencil tote bag craft.
 Wednesday, July 8, 4 – 5 p.m. Prehistoric shark craft 2.
 Wednesday, July 8, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Pathway to citizenship. Registration required.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. 
 For additional information, visit www.hcpl.net.

 Carol Louise Adam, 82, of 
Houston, passed away peace-
fully on June 7, 2026, leav-
ing behind a lifetime of love, 
kindness and cherished mem-
ories.
 Carol was born on April 
11, 1944, in Rochester, N.Y., 
to Louis and Marjorie DeMar-
co. Raised in an Italian family, 
the traditions of food, family 
and togetherness remained an 
important part of her life. She 
spent her early years in Roch-
ester, where she worked for a 
time at Eastman Kodak.
 On Jan. 13, 1968, Carol 
married the love of her life, 

Donald Patrick Adam. In Au-
gust 1977, they relocated with 
their family to the Pasadena 
area, where they built a home 
and created a lifetime of mem-
ories.
 Though she made Texas 
her home, a part of Carol’s 
heart always remained in New 
York. She dearly missed the 
snow and cooler weather and 
often joked that she never got 
used to the Texas heat.
 Carol dedicated her life to 
her family as a loving wife, 
devoted mother and proud 
grandmother. She shared 
many wonderful years of mar-
riage with Donald. Together 
they built a home centered 
on love, family and caring for 
others.
 As the daughter of an Ital-
ian family, Carol’s kitchen 
was the heart of her home. 
She took great pride in pre-
paring meals from scratch, be-
lieving that some of life’s best 
moments were shared around 
the dinner table. Christmas 
was especially dear to her. 
Each holiday season she ea-
gerly baked countless home-
made cookies for family and 
friends, creating traditions 
that will be lovingly remem-
bered for generations.
 Carol had a lifelong love 

Carol Louise 
Adam

Alvarez on 4th of July 
parade starting point
 Hi, it is with great sadness that this 
years 4th of July Parade is starting at 
Sagemont Church. I have participated 
in this Parade for years. It appears the 
organizers completely left out the other 
side of Sagemont. The whole area on 
the other side of the beltway is being by-
passed. All the kids in that area will sadly 
not enjoy the parade this year. I ask that 
you please convey this to the organizers 
when they plan for the 2027 parade and 
go back to the original starting point?
 Sincerely, 
 Rick Alvarez

King: Breaking down 
the SAVE America Act
 With the midterm elections rapidly 
approaching and polls showing Republi-
cans in serious trouble with voters, they 
have become frantic to pass the SAVE 
America Act. Twenty-fi ve House mem-
bers are now promising to vote no on 
everything until the Act is passed. Their 
panic is based on the entirely dubious 
belief that passing the Act would make 
some meaningful difference in the mid-
term results.
 There are three principal provisions 
of the SAVE Act. First, it imposes a pho-
to ID requirement to vote in any federal 
election. Second, it requires proof of cit-
izenship for anyone to register to vote in 
a federal election. The Act also makes 
signifi cant changes to mail-in voting pro-
cedures. Signifi cantly, it imposes signif-
icant administrative and criminal penal-
ties for violating its provisions.
 Today, let’s focus on the photo ID re-
quirement.
  It is important to note that the require-
ment for voters to present a photo ID 
when voting is very popular and widely 
supported across the political spectrum 
and by all demographic groups.
 About half of Americans are already 
required to present a photo ID to vote. 
Fourteen states and D.C., home to about 
a third of all registered voters, have no 
ID requirement. These are mostly states 
where Democrats dominate elections. 
The rest have some requirements, but 
not necessarily a photo ID.
 Opponents of the Act argue that the 
photo ID requirements are overly bur-
densome for certain groups that do not 
already have photo IDs. As a practical 
matter, this comes down to whether a 
person has a driver’s license. The act 
provides several other alternatives, but 
it will be relatively rare for a person to 
have one of those and not have a driv-
er’s license.
 According to this 2024 University 
of Maryland survey, about 21 million 
Americans do not have a non-expired 
driver’s license, another 28 million have 
a driver’s license that does not match 
their current name or address, and a lit-
tle over 2 million have no ID at all. So, 
in total, about 50 million people might 

have some problem meeting the photo 
ID requirement. What the study does 
not tell us is how many of these people 
are registered voters. About a quarter of 
all qualifi ed voters in the U.S. (~62 mil-
lion) are not registered voters. 
  My guess is that there is a large over-
lap between people who do not have a 
valid ID and those who are not regis-
tered to vote. So, how often this would 
come up is questionable. Nonetheless, 
there will inevitably be voters who show 
up with an expired driver’s license or 
who have moved and not updated their 
address. Of course, there will also be 
women who will have changed their 
name due a change in their marital sta-
tus but the records have not been up-
dated.
 This is where the SAVE Act’s rules 
governing provisional voting become 
important. Under the act, if a person 
shows up to vote without the required 
photo ID, they are not turned away. In 
fact, the act requires that the state pro-
vide the person with the option to cast a 
provisional ballot.
 Provisional ballots are already wide-
ly used in elections across the coun-
try when there is some question about 
a person’s right to vote in a particular 
election. Under the Act, those ballots 
will set aside and not counted in the ini-
tial tally. Only if the margin in a particu-
lar election is less than the number of 
provisional ballots will those ballots be 
opened and examined. In other words, if 
a candidate wins by more than the total 
number of provisional ballots, the votes 
on those ballots are irrelevant to the out-
come. Which is almost always the case.
 That reality, of course, begs the 
question of whether photo ID is a solu-
tion in search of a problem. I think large-
ly it is. After working in Texas elections 
for nearly 50 years, I can tell you I have 
rarely seen anyone vote who should not 
be voting. That does not mean that it 
never happens – it does. But I can think 
of only a handful of very low turnout 
elections (like city council and school 
board) where I thought the outcome 
might have been affected by illegally 
cast ballots.
 Regardless, many Americans have 
doubts about our elections. The same 
CBS poll found that 32% of Americans 
believe illegal voting and other irregular-
ities are widespread. Whether it is true 
or not – and personally, I do not believe 
it is – the mere fact that a third of the 
country believes there is widespread 
fraud is a problem.
 Requiring voter ID would alleviate 
some of those concerns. So, while im-
plementing the photo ID requirements 
will be a hassle for some voters and 
election offi cials, I believe increasing 
confi dence in our elections is worth it.
 The SAVE Act’s requirements around 
proving citizenship when registering, 
mail-in voting procedures and how 
states maintain the voter rolls are some-
what more problematic. More on that 
next time.
 Bill King

Friends of PWBL seeks donations
 The Friends of Parker Williams Branch Library would like to thank the South Belt com-
munity for their continuing support. The library is currently in need of new or gently used 
children’s books, adult paperback novels (both fi ction and nonfi ction) and DVDs and CDs. 
Donations can be made during open hours at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., suite 501.

Continued from Page 1
Move to a cooler place and 
get help immediately if 
symptoms occur.
 – Check on vulnerable 
neighbors: Keep in touch 
with older adults or family 
members and neighbors who 
have chronic medical condi-
tions. Make sure they have 
access to cool environments 
and water.
 – Protect pets: Bring pets 
indoors when possible. If 
they must stay outside, pro-
vide ample shade and fresh 
water. Walk pets early in the 
morning or late in the eve-
ning to avoid burns from hot 
pavement and heat exhaus-
tion.
 – Never leave children 
or pets in parked cars: A 

County offers heat safety tips
vehicle’s interior can quick-
ly become dangerously hot, 
even if windows are cracked 
open.
 Staying alert and prepared 
can help prevent tragedy and 
keep our communities safe 

for Yorkshire terriers and al-
ways had a faithful compan-
ion by her side. She also en-
joyed spending time watching 
World War II documentaries, 
fascinated by the history and 
stories of those who lived 
through that remarkable time.
 Carol was preceded in 
death by her beloved husband 
and her parents.
 She is survived by her son, 
Donald L. (Jennifer) Adam; 
her daughter, Tammy (Da-
vid) Hoth; and her cherished 
grandchildren, Hunter Adam, 
Ashley Adam and Alyssa 
Hoth. She also leaves behind 
extended family members and 
dear friends whose lives were 
enriched by her warmth, gen-
erosity and unwavering love.
 She will be remembered 
for her caring heart, quiet 
strength, wonderful home-
cooked meals and the uncon-
ditional love she gave to her 
family.
 A small memorial service 
will be held for immediate 
family to celebrate Carol’s life 
and the memories she leaves 
behind.
 Carol’s greatest legacy was 
the family she loved so deep-
ly. Her love and spirit will re-
main in the hearts of all who 
knew her.

Dear District E Residents,
 Hurricane season is a reminder that 
preparation is one of the most important 
steps we can take to protect our fam-
ilies, our homes, and our community. 
Living along the Gulf Coast and in one 
of the nation's largest industrial regions 
means we face a variety of natural and 
man-made hazards throughout the year.
 Recent Tropical Storm Arthur serves 
as an important reminder that tropical 
systems can develop and strengthen 
quickly, leaving little time to prepare 
once watches and warnings are issued. 
Although Arthur was a relatively short-
lived storm, it brought heavy rainfall, 
fl ooding concerns, and rapidly changing 
conditions to portions of the Texas Gulf 
Coast, reinforcing the importance of be-
ing prepared before a storm is on our 
doorstep.
 I encourage every household to de-
velop an emergency plan before severe 
weather threatens our area. Talk with 
your family about how you will com-
municate if phone service is disrupted, 
where you will meet if you're separated, 
and who you can contact outside the re-
gion to relay important information. Hav-
ing these conversations now can make 
all the difference during an emergency.
 Residents who may need addition-
al assistance evacuating during a di-
saster should register with the State of 
Texas Emergency Assistance Registry 
(STEAR). This confi dential registry al-
lows emergency management offi cials 
to better identify residents who may re-
quire transportation or other life-sustain-
ing assistance during an emergency.
 Preparedness also means having the 
supplies you need to be self-suffi cient 
after a storm. Every household should 
maintain an emergency kit with enough 
food, drinking water, medications, medi-
cal supplies, pet necessities, fl ashlights, 
batteries, and other essential items to 
last at least fi ve to seven days.
 Just as importantly, stay informed. 
Receiving timely and accurate informa-
tion before, during, and after a storm 
can make all the difference. I encourage 

you to bookmark these trusted resourc-
es and register for emergency alerts to-
day.

Emergency Preparedness 
Resources

 – Houston Offi ce of Emergency Man-
agement: https://houstonoem.org
 – National Weather Service Houston/
Galveston: https://weather.gov/hgx
 – Harris County Flood Warning Sys-
tem:  https://www.harriscountyfws.org/

Offi cial Social Media
 City of Houston Offi ce of Emergency 
Management
 – X: @HoustonOEM
 – Facebook: https://facebook.com/
houstonoem
 – Instagram: @HoustonOEM
 – Nextdoor: https://nextdoor.com/
pages/houston-of f ice-of-emergen
cy-management
 The City of Houston also provides 
free emergency notifi cations through 
AlertHouston. Residents can receive 
alerts by text message, email, voice 
call, or through the mobile app for emer-
gency incidents, severe weather, major 
traffi c interruptions, missing persons, 
special events, and disaster recovery 
information
 Register today: https://www.Aler
tHouston.org.
 Finally, take time to get to know your 
neighbors. Throughout Hurricane Har-
vey and other emergencies, we saw 
fi rsthand that neighbors are often the 
fi rst to lend a helping hand. Check on el-
derly residents, individuals with disabili-
ties, and those living alone. A connected 
neighborhood is a more resilient neigh-
borhood.
 Thank you for doing your part to help 
keep District E prepared. By planning 
ahead today, we can ensure our fami-
lies and our community are ready for 
whatever this hurricane season may 
bring.
 Stay safe, stay prepared, and as al-
ways, my offi ce is here to serve you.
 Sincerely,
 Fred Flickinger
 Council Member District E

Letter from Fred Flickinger

AARP Webster sets meeting
 AARP Webster Area Chapter 199 invites one to join the meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
July 9, at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 E. NASA Parkway, Seabrook 77586. Mem-
bers meet in the large building with the blue roof inside Clear Lake Park on the north side of 
NASA Parkway. Everyone is invited to come to the regular monthly meetings and to enjoy 
coffee, cookies and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. before the meeting starts at 10 a.m. Each month 
they have entertainment or a speaker on various topics of interest to seniors, followed by a 
social activity.
 Thursday, July 9, the program and social activity will be a patriotic theme in honor of the 
United States 250th anniversary.
 AARP Chapter 199 also organizes bus day trips for Chapter 199 members to local area 
points of interest at minimal cost. The next bus trip will be on Tuesday, July 21, to Holocaust 
Museum in Houston. The Holocaust Museum is dedicated to preserving the memory of the 
Holocaust and educating the public on the dangers of prejudice. Trip price is $19, plus lunch 
at Treebeards. Members may register and pay for this trip at the Thursday, July 9, monthly 
meeting. One must be a member of Chapter 199 to participate in bus trips.
 If anyone is interested in joining AARP Chapter 199, annual dues are $8 per year per 
person. However, one must be a member of national AARP and show their current national 
membership card to join any local chapter. AARP Chapters are separately incorporated affi l-
iates of AARP. For more information, contact president Veronica Stanford at 409-256-1195 
or veronica_stfrd46@yahoo.com. Support for Requiring Photo ID to Vote

CBS New/YouGov poll, March 16-19, 2026

Do you favor or oppose requiring people to show valid photo identification 
before they are permitted to vote? 

1. OVERALL

    All adults

2. BY PARTY
    Democrats

    Independents

    Republicans

3. BY RACE
     White

    Black

    Hispanic

Favor Oppose

80% 20%

65% 35%
79% 21%

95% 5%

80% 20%
80% 20%

77% 23%
Source: CBS News Poll / YouGov crosstabs.   Sample: 2,500 adults. Margin of error: + or - 2.2 points

Continued from Page 1
marked the fi rst detour in 
the event’s lengthy history. 
The procession will begin at 
Sagemont Church on Hughes 
Road near Beltway 8, travel 
down Beamer, and conclude 
at San Jacinto College South 
on Beamer near Dixie Farm 
Road. Participants are asked 
to arrive an hour early for 
lineup, with check-in at 9 
a.m. and judging at 9:30 a.m.
 Organizers emphasize 
that the parade is open to 
everyone, including neigh-
borhood groups, nonprofi ts, 

Annual July 4 parade nears
Event to celebrate USA’s 250th anniversary

schools, clubs, businesses 
and political candidates. 
Entry is free for community 
and nonprofi t groups, while 
commercial and candidate 
entries require a $50 fee. 
 Due to the length of the 
route, walking entries are 
not permitted, but fl oats, 
vehicles, trailers and other 
decorated entries are en-
couraged. Awards will be 
presented for the most pa-
triotic and most original 
designs in both commercial 
and noncommercial catego-
ries.

 Participants may toss 
candy and small trinkets 
from their vehicles, though 
water balloons, water guns, 
alcohol and glass containers 
are prohibited.
 Entry forms may be 
obtained by scanning the 
QR code on Page 7 of this 
week’s Leader, by visiting 
the Leader offi ce at 11555 
Beamer or by accessing the 
South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce website 
at www.southbeltchamber.
com/freedom-250-4th-of-
july-parade.

all summer.
 For more information on 
heat safety, cooling centers 
or additional resources, visit 
www.hcphtx.org and www.
readyharris.org or follow @
hcphtx on social media.

Continued from Page 1
locals continued to refer to 
it as Central Ace, refl ecting 
the strong community attach-
ment to the original owner-
ship.
 The latest ownership tran-
sition marks another shift for 
the Beamer Road business. 

The removal of the USPS 
unit has drawn disappoint-
ment from residents who 
used the in-store counter for 
mailing packages, purchas-
ing stamps and other routine 
postal needs. With the clo-
sure, customers must now 
visit other area USPS loca-

tions farther from most local 
subdivisions.
 The new store owner is 
Beamer Ace LLC which is 
owned and operated by the 
Amin family. The Amin fam-
ily also has Ace locations 
at Telephone Road, League 
City and Missouri City.

Central ACE Hardware sold
USPS branch closed due to ownership change

Continued from Page 1
construction company, re-
mained at the scene and co-
operated with offi cers.
 HPD’s Vehicular Crimes 
Division is leading the in-
vestigation. As of Monday, 
no charges had been fi led, 

and authorities have not 
released the victim’s name 
pending notifi cation of his 
family.
 The incident occurred 
during an active lane clo-
sure on one of the region’s 
busiest freeway corridors. 

Police have not said wheth-
er any mechanical issues, 
communication lapses or 
procedural errors may have 
contributed to the accident.
 The investigation re-
mained ongoing at press 
time.

Worker killed on Gulf Freeway 
Man hit by co-worker’s truck near Dixie Farm

Beamer repairs underway

A city road improvement project is currently underway on Beamer between Dixie 
Farm Road and El Dorado Boulevard. See related story and photo on Page 1.
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FFA student Caleb Jones who placed second in his class in the steer show was pre-
pared to compete.

FFA student Jenna Molina who placed second in Ring A and fi rst in Ring B in the steer 
show held her steer in place during the judging.

Dobie FFA member Jenna Molina who placed fourth in 
Ring A and third in Ring B in the goat show is showing 
her goat some love after earning a ribbon.

Dobie FFA member Brianna Aleman who placed third in Ring A and fi rst in Ring B in 
the steer show is pictured with her steer.

Dobie FFA student Noah Garza is grooming his goat for 
judgment.

FFA member Vianka Alanis is shown with her goat.

Dobie student Brianna Aleman is preparing her goat 
for competition.

The Dobie FFA recently competed at Deer Park Young 
Farmers Battle Ground Showdown. Students represented 
Dobie FFA by showcasing the hard work and dedication 
they put into their livestock projects. Dobie FFA offi cials 
are proud of all the students who competed and represented 
their chapter at the Battle Ground Showdown.  Addie Mata 
who won Lamb Show Grand Champion PeeWee is pictured 
above holding a Battle Ground Showdown banner.

FFA member Sadie Jones who placed fourth in her class in 
the pig show is pictured guiding her pig.

Pictured, from left to right, are Cafecito con Jesús members (front row) Gladis 
Ascencio, Elena Baeza, Teresa Ruiz, Vilma Fernandez, Zenaida Torres, Maria 
Ramirez, Isis Medina, (back row) Liliana Pando, Esmeralda Paredes, Luz Marti-

Cafecito con Jesús ministry begins a new summer session

nez, Toni Villarreal, Alicia Molina, Carmen Villatoro, Sara Gutierrez, Maria de 
los Angeles Almanza, Clara Allen, Lilian Guerra and Belibeth Bonilla.
 Photo submitted

 The women of Cafecito 
con Jesús are excited to be-
gin a new summer session 
fi lled with faith, fellow-
ship and spiritual growth. 
As their Spanish-speaking 
women's ministry continues 
to fl ourish, they are grate-
ful for the many ways God 
has blessed the group and 
strengthened the bonds of 
sisterhood among them.
 This season marks a spe-
cial milestone with the un-
veiling of the newly created 
Cafecito con Jesús logo, a 
beautiful representation of 
the ministry’s identity and 
mission. The logo refl ects 

its desire to gather around 
God’s Word, encourage one 
another and grow together in 
Christ-centered community.
 Adding to the joy of this 
new chapter, several mem-
bers have generously shared 
their talents and creativity 
with the group. One mem-
ber lovingly handcrafted 
decorative heart ornaments 
for each participant, per-
sonalizing every heart with 
that woman’s favorite Bible 
verse. These treasured gifts 
serve as daily reminders of 
God’s promises and his per-
sonal love for each of them.
 Another talented member 

created custom tote bags fea-
turing the Cafecito con Jesús 
name, providing a practi-
cal and meaningful way for 
members to carry their Bi-
bles, journals and study ma-
terials while proudly repre-
senting the ministry.
 As the ministry begins the 
summer session, their vision 
remains clear: to cultivate 
a welcoming space where 
women can deepen their re-
lationship with Jesus Christ 
and encourage one another 
through every season of life.
 Throughout the coming 
months, the ministry’s focus 
will be centered on the fol-

lowing 4 fundamental pil-
lars:
 – Growth: Achieving a 
fulfi lling life that refl ects 
Christ. Strengthening faith 
through Bible study, prayer, 
worship, and the application 
of God’s Word.
 – Outreach: Connect with 
women who do not know 
Christ. Extending Christ’s 
love beyond the group by 
serving and encouraging 
others in the church and 
community.
 – Refl ect: To be a safe, 
healthy refuge fi lled with 
unconditional love where 
every woman can refl ect, 

renew her strength in God’s 
presence, and grow in her 
spiritual journey while sur-
rounded by encouragement, 
support, and Christian com-
panionship.
 – Accompaniment: To 
offer empathy, comfort and 
peace to those bearing the 
weight of struggles. Build-
ing authentic friendships 
rooted in Christian love, sup-
port and accountability.
 Cafecito con Jesús con-
tinues to be more than a Bi-
ble study — it is a commu-
nity of women committed 
to walking together in faith, 
sharing life’s joys and chal-

lenges and pointing one an-
other toward Christ.
 As they embark on this 
new summer session, mem-
bers pray that God will con-
tinue to guide them con-
versations, strengthen their 
friendships and use the min-
istry to be a light to others. 
They look forward with an-
ticipation to all that God 
has planned for them in the 
months ahead. The gather-
ings take place every Tues-
day from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
at Iglesia Sagemont located 
at 11323 Hughes Road. For 
more information, call 281 
652-3716.

Dobie FFA members compete in Deer Park Young Farmers Battleground Showdown

Recent Memorial graduate Rangel Guzman recently visited New York, where he 
competed in the prestigious Jimmy Awards on Broadway. Guzman plans to attend 
the University of Michigan, where he will contnue to study music theater. See related 
photo on Page 1.

Continued from Page 1
lence in high school musical 
theater across the Houston 
region. Dozens of schools 
participate each year, and 
winners in the lead-per-
former categories advance 
to the Jimmy Awards.

Jimmy Awards  
 Formally known as the 
National High School Mu-
sical Theatre Awards, the 
Jimmy Awards are the 
highest national recognition 
for high school performers. 

Student performs on Broadway
 Nominees from regional 
programs across the coun-
try gather in New York for 
a week of training before 
performing on a Broadway 
stage. Many past participants 
have gone on to professional 
careers, including Broadway 
roles, national tours, and tele-
vision work.

A rising star
 Guzman’s achievements 
– from his award-winning 
performance in “Matilda” to 
his appearance on Broadway 

– highlight both his indi-
vidual dedication and the 
opportunities available to 
students in Pasadena ISD’s 
fi ne arts programs.
 As he transitions from 
high school to one of the 
nation’s top musical-the-
atre conservatories, Guz-
man carries with him the 
experience of performing 
on Broadway before even 
beginning college – a rare 
accomplishment for any 
young artist.

Hometown Heroes Park hosts free ballroom dance
 A free ballroom dance is held every Wednesday from 12:30 to 3 p.m. at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 East League City Parkway, League City. Everyone is welcome regardless of skill level.
 The dance is casual dress, and the purpose is to have fun, get some mental and physical exercise 
and make friends. A variety of rhythms are provided by Neva and Bill Schroder, including foxtrot, 
waltz, rumba, cha-cha, tango, Viennese waltz, swing, West Coast swing and several popular Latin 
dances.
 Several dancers have attended regularly since the dance began in 2012. Lasting friendship is a 
bonus of this weekly event. Walk-ins are welcome to share in the fun.
 The ballroom has a large fl oating hardwood fl oor and natural light from many windows and a 
wall of mirrors.
 While this regular dance is provided free by volunteers, there is a fee for age-dependent non-
residents and nonsenior residents. The fees are handled entirely by the front offi ce at Hometown 
Heroes Park. Information is available by calling 281-554-1185.



Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do
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Over The Back Fence by Nicole

ABIGAIL TURNS 14!
 Best wishes for a happy birthday July 
3 are sent to Abigail Durham, who turns 
14 years old, from parents Courtney and 
Chris Durham, brother Jackson and 
baby sister Penelope; aunt Kimberly 
and husband Matt Lipina; grandparents 
Fred and Leslie Flickinger; great-grand-
mother Olive Falkowski; great-grandfather 
John Fairchild; great-grandfather David 
Flickinger; great-uncle David Flickinger 
(Leader president) and his wife Ellie.
NOAH CELEBRATES 11TH BIRTHDAY!

 Best wishes for a great tenth birthday July 
5 are sent to Noah Abarca from parents 
Natalie and Jose Abarca; brother Kelvin 
Lopez, sisters Elliana and Isabella and hus-
band Sebastian Delgado; their child Esme; 
grandparents David Flickinger (Leader 
president) and wife Ellie; great-grandfather 
David Flickinger; and great-grandmother 
Kina Reyes.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DWIGHT!
 Birthday wishes are in order for for-
mer Houston City Council Member Dwight 
Boykins, who celebrates a birthday July 6, 
from his friends at the South Belt Leader.

BIRTHDAY CHEERS FOR CHERYL
 Local author Cheryl Bolen of Green Tee, 
formerly of Sagemont, is wished a happy 
birthday July 8. Sending best wishes are 
her husband John; son Bo Bolen, Leader 
staff member; son John Bolen and his wife 
Jodi; and family and friends in the South 
Belt area.

ROBERT ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY
 Robert Griffin of San Antonio will cel-
ebrate a birthday July 8. Robert is wished 
a great day by his family members in the 
South Belt area.

birthday July 7 are sent to Johnny Tsikis.
Melillo Middle School

 Celebrating a birthday July 2 is Stacy 
Anthony.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Mark Samuel enjoys a memorable birth-
day July 2. Send a happy birthday greeting 
July 3 to William Agan. Remember to wish 
Cecillee Williams a happy birthday July 5.

Thompson Intermediate
 July 3 is the day for a cake for Yadira 
Lozno. Blow out the birthday candles July 5 
for Steven Reyes. July 7 is the day for a fun 
celebration for Lisa Matay. 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, July 2: Mary Collins, Brent 
Garza, Carrie Ramos, Nancy Pompa, 
Leslie Eaton, Paul Staton, Randy Weber, 
Eddie Shields, Darrel Black and Carolyn 
Benitez-Pineda; Friday, July 3: Nancy 
Smith, Frank Castillo, Bill Phenix and 
Benny Outland; Saturday, July 4: Detric 
Bowie, Tina Garrett, Bob Shaw, April 
Smith, Miles Thomas and Brent McCrary; 
and Sunday, July 5: Stacey Imboden, 
Jeanette Tickell, Chris Constance, 
Shannon Raymond Covington, Francisco 
Campos, Elindabeth Kolar, James Notias, 
John Colunga, Ashley Chapman and 
Stacey Buchanan; Monday, July 6: Teri 
Perkins, Cristel Anne, Lisa Shepherd, 
Bonnie Miller, Wally Barbier and Cristel 
Lasater; Tuesday, July 7: Christopher 
Poole, Beth Pope, Petrea Phenix, Sarah 
Wingo, Shawn Shockley, Gloria Martinez, 
Julie Valenti and Larry Bowden; and 
Wednesday, July 8: Sammy Shimfessel, 
James Cook, Denise Patterson, Margie 
Remely, Zul-Tan Jackson, Erik Valdez, 
and Shannon Lawrence.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays  
July 2 through July 8.

Atkinson Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting July 6 to Prachi 
Bhatt.

Burnett Elementary
 Send a happy birthday wish July 2 to Amy 
Vasquez. Give a birthday shoutout to July 3 
to Kasi Al-Ayoubi. Maura Rodriguez cele-
brates a birthday July 6.

Bush Elementary
 July 3 is a day of celebration for Caroline 
DeLauro for her birthday. Light the birthday 
candles July 4 for Diana Arredondo. Sing a 
happy birthday song to Prachi Bhatt July 6.

Frazier Elementary
 Send a humorous birthday card July 4 to 
Merander Ellick. Blow out the candles July 
7 for Patricia Perez.

Genoa Elementary
 Join in the birthday celebration July 2 for 
Sugell Orocio. Alejandra Alcala celebrates 
a birthday July 3. Sing a happy birthday song 
July 7 to Debra Rice.

Meador Elementary
 Fireworks will fly on the July 4 birthday for 
Derenda Dehoyos. 

Moore Elementary
 Marking a birthday July 6 is Olga Soto. 
Light the candles July 7 for Bryanna 
Ramirez.

South Belt Elementary
 Birthday wishes go out to Audra Taylor 
July 2. July 6 is the day for a fun celebration 
for Briana Diaz.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles July 6 for 
Cristel Hines. Best wishes for a wonderful 

More
discounts.
State Farm® offers more discounts to 
more drivers.
Get to a better State®.
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East • Houston, TX 77089

Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com

M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am

After Hours by Appointment

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1201159

Remember When
 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District board of 
trustees reduced the home-
stead exemption for district 
residents by one half, to a 5 
percent deduction. 
 Steven Dittrich, 12, a 
seventh-grade trombone 
player at Brookside Inter-
mediate, came to the rescue 
of 14-year-old friend Chris 
Crumel of Freeport at the 
Sam Houston State Uni-
versity Band Camp. It was 
reported by Dittrich that he 
was swimming in the pool 
when he noticed Crumel was 
in a “cannonball” position 
at the bottom of the pool. 
He looked at him for a mo-
ment to see if he was kidding 
around and then swam down 
to the bottom of the pool 
and pulled him to the top. A 
camp counselor and Dittrich 

pulled the drowning Crumel 
out of the pool and onto the 
safety deck. The lifeguards 
were summoned, and they 
administered CPR to Cru-
mel.

20 years ago (2006)
 At the Catholic Commu-
nity of St. Luke the Evange-
list Catholic Church, South 
Belt resident John Heckler 
was honored for 50 years of 
service with the Knights of 
Columbus. The Rev. Stephen 
Horn offi ciated the Mass. 
 An increase in motor ve-
hicle burglaries and other 
crimes prompted South Belt 
community leaders to pursue 
the hiring of another deputy 
for Constable Gary Freeman.
 Arrests for possession 
of cocaine and burglaries 
as well as other burglaries 
of businesses and vehicles 

broken into at a church and 
a restaurant kept local law 
enforcement offi cers busy.

15 years ago (2011)
  A South Belt man was 
arrested on multiple charges 
after driving for more than 
two miles with a partially 
dismembered hit-and-run 
victim in his passenger seat 
early Tuesday. According 
to police, James John Onak, 
49, reportedly told the dep-
uty that he knew he had hit 
something on the freeway 
but was not aware the vic-
tim was lying in the passen-
ger seat. Investigators said 
Onak appeared to be highly 
intoxicated, and a mandatory 
blood draw was taken. Onak 
was charged with felony ac-
cident involving injury and a 
misdemeanor count of DWI.
 Clear Creek Independent 

School District offi cials an-
nounced that the Clear Hori-
zons Early College High 
School would remain open 
for the 2011-2012 school 
year. The announcement 
came after the district’s gen-
eral meeting, at which board 
members discussed mon-
ey-saving recommendations 
proposed by the Citizen’s Fi-
nance Advisory Committee.

10 years ago (2016)
 Longtime state Sen. 
Rodney Ellis handily won 
the Democratic nomination 
for Precinct 1 commissioner 
during a closed party elec-
tion June 25, guaranteeing 
him the position the follow-
ing November, as he was 
running unopposed. Ellis 
received 78 votes to interim 
Commissioner Gene Locke’s 
36.

50 years ago (1976)
 Barbara Taylor of Sage-
meadow was named the Solo 
Grand Champion at the Unit-
ed States Twirling Associa-
tion competition.
 Scarsdale resident Tim 
Crawford scared off a prowl-
er attempting to enter his 
home. The unidentifi ed male 
took a swing at Crawford 
with a sharp object, cutting 
Crawford slightly on the 
stomach. The prowler then 
ran off.

45 years ago (1981)
 Clear Creek Independent 
School District trustees ad-
opted a new pay scale which 
gave district teachers and 
other district employees a 
13.3 percent pay hike. The 
pay increase put CCISD 
beginning teachers with a 
bachelor’s degree earning 
$14,505 annually and begin-
ning teachers with a master’s 
degree earning $15,275.
 Brad Womack, Doug 
Pettit and Bert Wilms were 
elected from a seven-man 
fi eld at the annual meeting of 
the Kirkmont II Homeown-
ers’ Association.

40 years ago (1986)
 The City of Houston 
delayed approving a mas-
ter plan for Ellington Field 
while it negotiated with 
a prospective new tenant 
whose presence would dra-
matically alter the airport’s 
future.
 Further investigation for 
single-member districts for 
Pasadena School District 
was approved at the regular 
board meeting. The board 
approved a study by Brace-
well and Patterson law fi rm 
which would allow the dis-
trict to be broken up into var-
ious districts, with each dis-
trict having a representative.

35 years ago (1991)
 Rita Garcia, Dobie High 
School senior, was crowned 
Miss South Belt.
 An out-of-court settle-
ment for $19 million was 
reached by attorneys for 
Farm and Home Savings and 
attorneys for 214 children for 
medical expenses and educa-
tion in a case involving the 
Brio Superfund toxic waste 
site.

30 years ago (1996)
 The Texas Department of 
Transportation opened the 
Beltway 8/Mykawa over-
pass.
 Kenneth Alan Martin Jr., 
3, drowned in an above-
ground pool.

25 years ago (2001)

 Nelda Sullivan was 
named president of the 
Pasadena Independent 
School District board of 
trustees. She had previously 
held the position of assistant 
secretary on the board. 
Originally elected to the 
PISD board in 1993, Sullivan 
formerly worked in the 
banking industry for 36 
years.

5 years ago (2021)
 Atkinson Principal Lena 
Ortiz recently retired after 
serving 45 years in education 
– 26 of which were spent at 
the local elementary campus. 
Ortiz was only the second 
principal in Atkinson’s 51-
year history, replacing Hollis 
Powell, who served 25 years 
in the position. Ortiz began 
her career in education as a 
fi rst-grade teacher at Kruse 

Elementary, a position she’d 
hold for seven years. She 
then taught fi rst grade at 
Young Elementary for two 
years, before moving to Gar-
dens Elementary, where she 
would teach fourth grade for 
another two years. Ortiz then 
served as assistant principal 
at Gardens Elementary for 
eight years, before assuming 
the role of principal at Atkin-
son.
 South Belt resident Erica 
Salazar has been named Or-
tiz’s replacement, assuming 
the position for the 2021-
2022 school year. Salazar 
grew up in the South Belt 
area and attended all Pasa-
dena schools which includ-
ed Stuchbery Elementary, 
Thompson Intermediate and 
Dobie High School. Salazar 
is a 1995 Dobie graduate and 
while there she played on 
the softball team. Being the 
catcher her junior and senior 
years, Salazar was part of the 
1993 and 1995 Dobie softball 
state championship teams. 
After graduating, Salazar 
received a scholarship for 
softball which took her to 
Texas A&M University – 
Kingsville, where she also 
played catcher on the softball 
team and pursued a degree in 
marketing. Salazar started 
her career in Houston ISD, 
where she taught at Sanchez 
Elementary for one year. She 
then moved to Kingsville, 
before returning back home 
to start a career in Pasadena 
ISD. Prior to assuming her 
current position at Sparks, 
Salazar worked two years at 
Atkinson Elementary, before 
transferring to Keller Middle 
School, where she served as 
assistant principal for three 
years.
 Multiple new arrests were 
made involving two major 
South Belt crimes. An un-
named 16-year-old male was 
charged with capital mur-
der in the fatal shooting of 
Elsa Mikeska, 62, that took 
place June 17 on Fuqua near 
Beamer. Ben Rivera, 27, and 
Dylan Walker, also 27, were 
both charged with evidence 
tampering regarding a hu-
man corpse in the killing of 
5-year-old Samuel Olson. 
This brought the number of 
arrests in the case up to three, 
as Theresa Balboa, the girl-
friend of Olson’s father, was 
also charged with evidence 
tampering involving a hu-
man corpse.

1 year ago (2025)
 The former president of 

Eagle Scout Troop 388 member and current Dobie High School student, Zaiden I Herrera recently com-
pleted his Passion Project for the Early College program. For Herrera’s Eagle Scout service project, he 
constructed four elevated fl ower beds for the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center Wellness Therapeutic 
Garden. During this project, Herrera has learned how to guide a team of scouts in providing service to those 
who have sacrifi ced so much for the nation. The skills and lessons learned as an Eagle Scout will be applicable 
in various aspects of his life — both during high school and in the future. Herrera will be presented his Eagle 
badge and medal at the Eagle Scout Court of Honor in August. Left to right, are Joey Herrera, assistant 
Scout Master Troop 388; Dede Albe, Troop 388 treasurer; Jerry McNeil, San Jacinto District advancement 
chair; Eagle Scout Zaiden I Herrera; Brenda Fryer, charter organization representative; and Steve Martino, 
committee chairman.

Pictured with the fl ower beds constructed by Eagle Scout Zaiden I Herrera (center) are, left to 
right, Carmichael Khan, Micheal E. DeBakey VA Medical Center social worker; Robert D. Gordon, 
rehabilitation care line and recreation therapist; Raul Mangualcolon, logistics and inventory man-
ager specialist; Joey Herrera, supervisory program analyst-implant program; Dr. Erica J. Miller, 
nurse manager/NU6F and education service line; and Kathryn Kertzl, occupational therapist and 
rehabilitation care line.

Pictured with Zaiden I Herrera (center) is mom Chres-
tina Herrera and dad Joey Herrera.

Eagle Scout Troop 388 member Herrera receives award for service project

Sagemont Church celebrates annual Independence Day
Sagemont Church’s annual Patriotic Celebration went off without a hitch Sunday, June 28, attracting hundreds of area families. In addition to the fi reworks display, a fl eet of vintage aircraft – led by longtime church member Rick Carr – did a fl y-over above the event. 

the Sagemont-Beverly Hill 
Little League during its ear-
ly days transitioning to the 
then-Choate Road (now Dix-
ie Farm Road) ball park died 
June 19, three weeks shy of 
his 89th birthday.
 It was fi tting that Allen 
Munz volunteer for youth 
sports, seeing as he was the 
father of three sons. The 
oldest son, Kevin, graduat-
ed from Dobie in 1981. The 
other boys, Blaed and Derek, 
attended South Belt schools 
before moving to Pasadena 
and graduating from South 
Houston High, where their 
mother, Betty, was a math 
teacher. All of them survive 
him, along with his beloved 

six grandchildren. Even after 
they moved from Sagemont, 
the family remained ac-
tive members of Sagemont 
Church.
 Sporting a rare beard, 
Munz graces the front page 
of the fi rst edition of the 
South Belt Press in 1979. 
(The Press was later renamed 
the South Belt Ellington 
Leader.)
 Allen Munz was a gradu-
ate of Texas A & I Universi-
ty (now Texas A & M Kings-
ville) with an engineering 
degree. At the time he was 
president of the SBH Little 
League, it was the largest 
Little League program in the 
state.

 Photo by Derrick Bready  Photo by Bill Brummett Photo courtesy of Sagemont Church
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 7/14/26.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

ENROLL
TODAY

For More 
Info Check 
Out Our 
Website
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281-484-9006 usakarateschool.com/

Summer School-age Program (Kindergarten and Up)
Mighty-Mights Program (Ages 3-5)

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes            Teen Camp

Summer School-age Program (Kindergarten and Up)
Mighty-Mights Program (Ages 3-5)

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes            Teen Camp

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  316 W. NASA PARKWAY

League City • 281-334-2175  2951 MARINA BAY DR. STE. 150
Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Lunch Specials
Dine in • To-Go • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

Brook volleyball sets scrimmages
 High School volleyball workouts across the state will 
begin Aug. 1, and the Clear Brook volleyball program has 
released its scrimmage details leading up to the regular 
season opener. The Wolverines will scrimmage Aug. 7 at 
Pearland beginning at 9 a.m. A day later, Aug. 8, the Wol-
verines will scrimmage at Clear Falls, also at 9 a.m. Clear 
Brook will travel to St. Agnes to open the regular season 
Aug. 11, with the varsity match starting at 5:30 p.m.

JFD volleyball camps coming
 Dobie varsity volleyball coach Dawn Sexton and 
her staff will offer a pair of summer camps designed to 
both help younger players develop their skills within 
the sport as well as prepare incoming high school aged 
players for the upcoming 2026 season. Students enter-
ing the fi rst through eighth grades are invited to attend 
the Longhorns’ developmental camp July 20-22 at Do-
bie main. Incoming fi rst- through sixth-grade students 
will attend the camp from 9 to 11 a.m. at a cost of $50 
per participant. Incoming seventh-and eighth-grade stu-
dents will attend from noon to 2 p.m. also at a cost of 
$50 per participant.  Players ages 14 through 18 may 
attend the Longhorns July 28-30 camp, to be at Dobie 
main at $60 per participant. Dawn Sexton and other ex-
perienced volleyball coaches will direct participants in 
skill development, team building exercises, strategy ses-
sions, fi tness and conditioning drills as well as friendly 
match play. Incoming sophomores, juniors and seniors 
will attend the camp from 9 a.m. to noon, while incom-
ing freshmen will attend from 1 to 4 p.m. Visit the Dobie 
High School website-issued link. To register, visit the 
link at https://forms.gle/LJWWDM4i6foPXud7 to reg-
ister for either camp. For any questions, direct email to 
Sexton at dsexton@pasadenaisd.org.

BHI plans Aug. 9 Community Day
 Beverly Hills Intermediate will host its annual Com-
munity Day Aug. 9 as the football and the volleyball pro-
grams will scrimmage in front of Bear fans. There will 
also be performances by the cheer and dance teams as the 
school celebrates the start of the fall athletic season in con-
junction with the start of school. There will be concessions 
available for purchase throughout the day, and Beverly 
Hills team merchandise but also be available. 

Campbell’s provides football picks
 Dave Campbell’s Texas  
Football magazine has hit 
the mailboxes of subscrib-
ers, and its media experts 
have chosen their respec-
tive high rollers from 
across the state. 
 Of interest locally, 
Campbell’s has outlined 
both District 18-6A in-
volving the Clear Creek 
ISD programs as well as 
others including Dickin-
son, Deer Park and Bar-
bers Hill. 
 There is also a report 
featuring District 19-6A, 
which will include the 
Pasadena ISD trio of Do-
bie, Pasadena Memorial 
and Rayburn in addition to 
five others. 
 Looking at 18-6A, 
Campbell’s has chosen 
Dickinson as its district 
champion, followed by 
Deer Park, Clear Falls and 
Clear Springs. 
 Incidentally, those are 
the same for programs 
that have advanced to the 
playoffs out of 24-6A for 
several seasons now. 
 For 2026, newcomer 
Barbers Hill is pegged as 
the fifth place finisher, 
followed by Clear Lake, 
Clear Creek and Clear 
Brook. 
 In the 19-6A align-

provided by Campbell’s in 
the coming weeks as the 
2026 regular season nears.  
 Opening night is Aug. 
28, with Dobie scheduled 
to host Clear Springs at 
Veterans Stadium in Pasa-
dena.

one spot ahead of Bra-
zoswood. 
 The seventh- through 
ninth-place finishers in-
clude Memorial, Alvin 
and Sam Rayburn. 
 The Leader will have 
much more information 

ment, Shadow Creek has 
drawn Campbell’s interest 
as the district champion. 
Pearland is lined up as 
second, followed by Man-
vel and Dawson. 
 The Longhorns are 
predicted to finish fifth, 

Campbell’s chooses 6A state champions
 Yes, it is true that the 
high school football sea-
son does not begin at the 
varsity level for nearly 
two months. Yet the folks 
at Dave Campbell’s Tex-
as Football have wasted 
no time in predicting their 
choices as the big winners 
come postseason time in 
November into December. 
 North Shore is the de-
fending Class 6A division 
1 state champion, while 
DeSoto is the reigning 
state champion in the Divi-
sion 2 bracket. 
 For 2026, Campbell’s
has Allen defeating Cop-
pell in Region 1, with 
Waxahachie taking out 

Antonio Johnson, Katy, 
Ridge Point, Aledo, Col-
lege Park, Longview, Lake 
Travis, Cibolo Steele, Cy-
Ranch, Shadow Creek, 
Austin Westlake, Dripping 
Springs, Austin Vande-
grift, Prosper, Pearland, 
Woodlands, San Antonio 
Brennan, San Antonio 
Harlan, Lewisville, Wil-
lis, North Forney, Odes-
sa Permian Bridgeland, 
Cy-Falls, Klein Collins, 
Harker Heights, Manvel, 
Cy-Fair, Midland Lee, 
Hewitt Midway, Houston 
Lamar, Byron Nelson, Eu-
less Trinity, Hutto, Rock-
wall Heath, Laredo United 
Tomball, then Rockwall.

Region 2. 
 In the Houston area 
Region 3, C.E. King will 
defeat Atascocita, with 
Region 4 coming down to 
Austin Westlake defeating 
Dripping Springs. Camp-
bell’s has decided that 
C.E. King, featuring junior 
running back star Dillon 
Mitchell, will win the state 
championship. 
 Campbell’s ranks 
the Class 6A state pole 
as such: Waxahachie, 
North Shore, C.E. King 
North Crowley Summer 
Creek, Duncanville, Al-
len, Southlake Carroll, 
Denton Guyer, Dickinson, 
Atascocita, Coppell, San 

longtime Region 2 power 
Duncanville in the final. As 
for Region 3 in Division 1, 
North Shore will defeat 
Summercreek according 
to Campbell’s, and the Re-
gion 4 battle will conclude 
with San Antonio Johnson 
defeating Lake Travis. 
 Campbell’s says that the 
2026 Class 6A Division 1 
state championship will go 
to Waxahachie.

Campbell’s has also 
outlined how things will 
play out in the 6A Division 
2 bracket. As for Region 1, 
Southlake Carroll will de-
feat Denton Guyer, while 
North Crowley will take 
down Longview within 

Romans headed to Junior Olympics

The Roman brothers, Julian (left) and Jordan Roman, have both quali-
fi ed for the Amateur Athletic Union Junior Olympic games beginning next 
month. Julian, who will be an eighth-grade student at Miller Intermediate 
this school year, will join Jordan, who will be a junior at Dobie High School, 
as the duo will compete in the 1,500 and 3,000 distance events in addition 
to the 4x800 relays along with their teammates from the Pearland Track 
Xpress program.  At regionals, Julian Roman was second in the 3,000 at 
10 minutes, 23 seconds and fourth at 4:52 at the 1,500 distance. The 4x800 
relay squad qualifi ed with a time of 10:17. As for Jordan Roman, he was 
the regional champion in the 3,000 at 9:34 and second in the 1,500 with a 
clocking of 4:16. His 4x800 relay squad also advanced with a time of 8:45.  
The AAU Junior Olympic games will be held Aug. 1-8 at Drake Stadium in 
Des Moines, Iowa.

Hernandez remembers Cowboys’ career as college looms

Jordan Hernandez played several seasons with 
the Sagemont Cowboys of the Bay Area Football 
League, where he dominated the competition with 
his speed. 

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Jordan Hernandez fin-
ished his high school 
career as one of the top 
all-time receivers on the 
football field at Pearland 

Tom Fitzmorris Memorial 
Scholarship. The Fitzmor-
rises, parents of current 
Dobie head football coach 
Danny Fitzmorris, were 
lifelong supporters of the 
Sagemont Cowboys and 
Cowgirls organization. 
 Although Hernandez 
and his family relocated to 
Pearland to join the rival 
Pearland Oilers, Jordan 
was able to deliver in a 
big way both on the foot-
ball and baseball fields 
over the past four seasons, 
thrilling many in the South 
Belt area. 
 The Oilers twice 
reached the state Final 
Four baseball tourna-
ment in Round Rock with 
Jordan on the roster. He 
wound up being a four-
year varsity player for 
Pearland despite battling 
and then overcoming in-
jury. Hernandez played his 
freshman season on the 
football field at the fresh-
man level but then made 
the jump to the varsity lev-
el as a sophomore. 
 Coinciding with 
Hernandez’s arrival at 
Pearland High School was 
also a joining of forces 
with his uncle and god-
father, Bobby Beynaerts, 
a Dobie graduate who is 
the Oilers’ varsity safeties 
coach. 
 “It definitely smoothed 
the transition from my 
time in Sagemont at 
Thompson and then mov-
ing over to Pearland to 
have somebody like my 
uncle on campus,” Her-
nandez said. 
 “Just like anybody else, 
I was a new guy on cam-
pus and had to make new 
friends, coordinate with 
new teammates and that 
sort of thing, but I really 
feel like it was a smooth 
adjustment for me having 
him there.” 
 Hernandez indeed had 
an outstanding baseball 
career with the Oilers 
courtesy of the two state 
championship tournament 
appearances as well as a 
second team All-District 

and I’m tremendously ex-
cited to be able to get start-
ed on the next chapter.” 
 The Hernandez family 
and other relatives built a 
lasting legacy in the South 
Belt area for many years. 
Jordan’s parents, Brittney 
and Daniel Hernandez, 
raised their daughter, Hai-
ley Hernandez, a Class of 
2022 Dobie High School 
graduate and varsity soft-
ball player, in the area 
before making a family 
decision to relocate to 
Pearland. 
 Jordan Hernandez 
was for many seasons a 
standout player with the 
Sagemont Cowboys’ youth 
football organization and 
was a top performing ath-
lete in football and track 
and field at Thompson 
Intermediate as a seventh 
grade student before the 
move to Pearland. 
 Earlier this summer, 
Hernandez was the recip-
ient of the Mary Beth and 

with the Thompson Lions. 
 Hernandez, a Class 
of 2026 Pearland High 
School graduate, will now 
be moving on to play foot-
ball at Mary Hardin-Bay-
lor University, an excep-
tionally talented program 
in the NCAA Division III 
ranks. 
 With his given skill set, 
Hernandez is banking on 
being able to make contri-
butions early and often in 
his career with the Crusad-
ers. 
 “We do have a new re-
ceivers coach that I will 
need to get acquainted 
with, but I absolutely love 
what Mary Hardin-Bay-
lor has going on in terms 
of success on the football 
field,” Hernandez said ear-
lier this month. 
 “I truly believe I can 
step in at some point fairly 
soon in my career and be 
able to help the Cru win 
some football games. It’s 
an exciting time in my life, 

High School, and there 
are plenty of South Belt 
friends and former neigh-
bors who also remember 
his terrific youth career 
both with the Sagemont 
Cowboys and for a season 

nomination as a senior, but 
it was his performance on 
the football field that tru-
ly turned heads over the 
course of three full varsity 
seasons. 
 Hernandez is now 
among the Pearland ca-
reer leaders in receptions 
with 132, touchdowns 
with 26 and total yards 
receiving with 2,273. He 
holds the single season 
record for receptions in 
a season with 63, and his 
1,094 yards receiving and 
15 touchdowns as a junior 
place him second all-time 
in program history. 
 “I by no means did it 
alone,” Hernandez said. 
“We had outstanding foot-
ball teams in each of my 
three seasons at the varsi-
ty level as well as terrific 
quarterbacks throwing me 
the football. 
 “It was a team effort. 
I overcame some drops 
during my first season 
and was really able to put 
things together as a ju-
nior with more than 1,000 
yards receiving and 15 
 Continued on Page 8

Jordan Hernandez starred for the Thompson Lions 
both on the football field and during the track and 
field season as a seventh-grade student. He set a 
district record in the 200 during the track and field 
season.

Dobie junior running back Adrian Taylor will figure largely into the Long-
horns’ plans on the offensive side of the football during the 2026 season. Dave 
Campbell’s Texas Football magazine has placed the Longhorns fifth within the 
new District 19-6A alignment. Shadow Creek is the preseason favorite to win 
the league championship, followed by defending district champion Pearland, 
Manvel and Dawson. The Longhorns kick off the regular season Aug. 28 at 
Veterans Stadium in Pasadena against Clear Springs.  Photo by Donna Alsdorf
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LSA graduate Collins adds to SFA volleyball’s talented roster
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 Quite simply, Aniston 
Collins is one of the all-
time greats in Lutheran 
South Academy volleyball 
history and will now look 

to make the same kind of 
difference as part of the 
Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity program beginning 
later this summer in Na-
cogdoches. 
 Lutheran South had 

claimed victories in just 
26 overall matches over 
the previous two seasons 
when Collins and several 
other talented teammates 
arrived on scene in 2021-
2022. 
 Over the last four sea-
sons with Collins and 
several current or future 
college performers chip-
ping in, the Pioneers twice 
reached the state Final 
Four while winning 131 
total matches. 
 Collins, who began at-
tending Lutheran South 
Academy during her 
eighth-grade school year, 
wound up with 2,470 to-
tal assists to go along with 
more than 850 digs and 
more than 675 kills during 
a splendid four-season 
varsity career with the Pi-
oneers. 
 Having committed to 
Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity and head coach Deb-
bie Humphreys’ program 
more than a year ago, Col-
lins next month will begin 
her career as a Lumberjay 
with many of the same ex-
pectations that she had at 
LSA. 
 Humphreys should be 
along for the ride with 
Collins as she in Janu-
ary signed a 3-year con-
tract extension to continue 
leading the SFA program.
 A season ago, the La-
dyjays fi nished off a dom-
inant 15-1 march to the 
Southland Conference 
Championship and closed 
out the regular season at 

20-7. It was the 13th reg-
ular season conference 
championship for SFA. 
 In the Southland Con-
ference Postseason tour-
nament, the Ladyjays de-
feated UT-Rio Grande 
Valley to claim the post-
season tournament cham-
pionship in a 3-0 sweep. 
 SFA qualifi ed for the 
NCAA National Champi-
onship Tournament, going 
against No. 6 Texas Chris-
tian University. 
 There, the Ladyjays 
saw their season come to 
a close with a loss to the 
Horned Frogs. 
 Humphreys and Ste-
phen F. Austin clearly 
have a great thing go-
ing. Collins will enter the 
program as a setter but at 
5-feet, 10 inches also be-
lieves she can contribute 
up front in a 5-1 set. 
 “I have been working 
on my blocking at the net, 
focusing on getting more 
power in my jump so that 
I can contribute when I am 
on the front row,” Collins 
said. 
 “Having versatility and 
being able to stay on the 
court in a variety of rota-
tions is important to any 
program in today’s volley-
ball, so I just want to come 
in and learn as much as I 
can as quickly as I can, get 
up to speed with the col-
lege game, get into a rou-
tine with my teammates 
and on a roll for myself as 
quickly as possible.” 
 Collins certainly has 

Calone excited to begin collegiate basketball career with ETBU
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 The East Texas Bap-
tist University men’s bas-
ketball program may not 
yet realize just what a 
talent it has acquired in 
the form of Cruz Calone, 
but it shouldn’t take long 
for both parties to fall in 
love with the pairing as 
the Class of 2026 Clear 
Brook High School grad-
uate begins his collegiate 

basketball career in Mar-
shall. 
 Calone, a 6-foot, 6-inch 
power forward with a 
6-foot, 10-inch wingspan, 
contributed to plenty of 
victories on the court over 
his three varsity seasons 
with the Wolverines and 
now joins an East Texas 
Baptist program that is 
looking to take a big jump 
next season. 
 Being able to add a 

presence like Calone, 
who was voted the Most 
Outstanding Male student 
during the school’s grad-
uation ceremony in late 
May, will only add to what 
ETBU already has going 
on. 
 “I am very excited to be 
able to join the program at 
East Texas Baptist Univer-
sity, and as a freshman all 
I am going to do is go out 
on the court and work hard 
every day to show what I 
can do,” Calone said. 
 “I realize that there will 
be a transition to the col-
lege game, but I am will-
ing to do whatever it takes 
to carve out a role for my-
self. I’ve never shied away 
from hard work and work-
ing on my skills to be able 
to improve on the basket-
ball court. 
 “This will be a new 
challenge, but everybody 
comes in as a freshman at 
some point and needs to 
fi gure things out. Hope-
fully I can have a fairly 
smooth transition and be 
able to contribute right 
away.”
 Calone had previous-
ly seriously entertained 
joining another NCAA 
Division III basketball 
program within the state, 
but a huge interest coming 
from the folks at East Tex-
as Baptist University was 
enough to sway the big 
man. 
 The Tigers struggled a 
bit a season ago while put-
ting together a 7-19 over-
all mark, which included a 
season ending 89-84 loss 

to Mary Hardin Baylor 
in the semifi nal round of 
the American Southwest 
Conference Champion-
ship Tournament. 
 Following the season, 
four Tiger players earned 
All-American Southwest 
Conference honors. 
 Also for the 2025-2026 
school year, East Texas 
Baptist landed in the top 
tier of the NCAA Divi-
sion III Learfi eld Direc-
tors Cup fi nal standings, 
which recognizes both 
competitive and academ-
ic performance across all 
athletics for a given colle-
giate program. 
 Calone, who said he 
plans to study account-
ing at the collegiate lev-
el, wound up with a 4.42 
weighted grade point av-
erage and by all accounts 
should have little trouble 
in the classroom. 
 While he is excited to 
begin this new journey at 
East Texas Baptist Uni-
versity, Calone admits he 
will miss being part of a 
Wolverines’ program that 
has been tremendously 
successful under the guid-
ance of head coach Na-
than Janak. 
 Calone joined the varsi-
ty level during his sopho-
more season and was part 
of a Clear Brook team a 
season ago that went 26-9 
overall, reaching the post-

season and pushing Sum-
mer Creek to the limit in a 
6A Division 2 fi rst round 
playoff game before a 68-
66 loss.
 “We played together, 

Having committed to Stephen F. Austin University and head coach Debbie 
Humphreys’ program more than a year ago, Lutheran South graduate Aniston 
Collins next month will begin her career as a Lumberjay with many of the same 
expectations that she had at LSA. 

had other suitors in the 
months since committing 
to Stephen F. Austin but 
stayed true to her com-
mitment because she has 
faith in herself as well as 
the SFA program moving 
forward. 
 “SFA has already had 
plenty of success over the 
last several years, and I 
think any fi rst-year or new 
player just wants to come 
in and fi t in as a great 
teammate. 
 “I really don’t feel like 
it will be a huge adjust-
ment. I’m looking forward 
to starting workouts,” Col-
lins said. 
 Over the summer since 
her high school gradua-
tion, Collins has had time 
to refl ect on what was an 
outstanding high school 
career with the Pioneers. 
 Head coach Geoff Stres-
man and his staff have put 
together one of the Hous-
ton area’s top programs at 
any level. Collins was a 
huge contributor and now 
looks ahead.
 “The program at SFA 
has already had a bunch of 
success, and I am looking 
forward to joining the pro-
gram and doing whatever 
I can to keep the positive 
momentum going,” Col-
lins said. 
 “I chose SFA because I 
had a great feeling about 
the program, I really love 
the feeling of the universi-
ty overall and just in gen-
eral feel like it’s a great 
place for me to continue 

my collegiate education 
and playing career.”
 Collins plans to study 
speech pathology in col-
lege and looks forward to 
one day assisting school-
aged children with their 
communication needs. 
 As for shifting from 
high school to college on 
the volleyball court, she 
sees plenty of similarities 
between the LSA and SFA 
programs. 
 “I think at LSA it was 
really a situation where 
we had a high level of ex-
pectations, held each other 
accountable and worked 
hard each and every day 
to get better,” Collins 
said.  
 “We were a closely-knit 
group who did a lot of 
things together, and I real-
ly believe the same sort of 
situation exists at SFA.” 
 As for what continues 
to drive Collins as she 
begins competition at the 
NCAA level, Collins said 
it is the love of the sport 
that feeds that drive. “Vol-
leyball has always been 
an outlet for me,” Collins 
said. 
 “Whatever stresses or 
pressure I am feeling off 
the court, the competitive 
nature of volleyball and 
the ability to contribute to-
gether as a group toward 
success on the court is 
something that helps with 
those pressures. 
 “Volleyball is a very up 
and down, emotional sport 
from point to point, but 

understood our respec-
tive roles and were able to 
put together a terrifi c fi nal 
season that all of us can 
be proud of,” Calone said 
of his senior season as a 

Wolverine. 
 “Speaking for myself, 
I truly believe that I gave 
everything I had and left it 
all out there on the court. 
There are always mo-

ments in games that you 
feel like you could have 
done this or that different-
ly, but as long as the effort 
is there, that’s really all 
you can do.”

 Calone has never shied 
away from putting in plen-
ty of work in the weight 
room and should for sure 
be able to provide the Ti-
gers with a solid inside 
presence come Novem-
ber. The incoming fresh-
man realizes there will be 
an adjustment but is up to 
the challenge. 
 “My family and I actu-
ally spent three years in 
Columbia where I played 
soccer and thought I was 
going to pursue that sport 
when I was younger,” 
Calone said. 
 “Once I began to grow 
and get a feel for the game 
of basketball, I’ve always 
known that’s what I want-
ed to do for as long as I 
could possibly do it. 
 “I’m getting an oppor-
tunity to show what I can 
do at East Texas Baptist 
University, and that’s real-
ly all you can ask for. I’m 
ready to get started. I’m 
going to go in there, keep 
my head down and work 
hard. 
 “I want to learn as 
much as I can about the 
college game and get into 
a fl ow as soon as possible. 
I’ve been working hard in 
the weight room, so I feel 
strong and ready to go. 
The next chapter of my 
basketball career is about 
to begin, and I’m ex-
tremely excited for that.”

that is what I love about 
it.” 
 Stresman and the Pio-
neers will no doubt con-

tinue to enjoy plenty of 
success for 2026-2027 and 
beyond, but there is little 
doubt that as Collins and 

some of her fellow Class 
of 2026 graduates move 
on, a remarkable era has 
been closed out.

Aniston Collins had 2,470 total assists to go along 
with more than 850 digs and more than 675 kills 
during a splendid four-season varsity career with 
LSA.

SBGSA’s
 8-under 
All-Stars 
take third

At right, the South Belt 
Girls Softball Associ-
ation’s 8-and-under 
All-Star team fi nished 
third out of 43 teams 
at the Texas State Tour-
nament, winning seven 
straight games to reach 
the semifi nals before 
a pair of losses. Along 
the way, the girls scored 
96 runs while allowing 
just 28. The team will 
now prepare for Pixie 
Nationals. Members of 
the team include, left 
to right, (front row)
Aleyda Salazar, Kie-
lyn Nguyen, Eternity 
Garza, Kaylanni Ran-
gel, Giselle Rodriguez, 
Yasmin Vo, (middle 
row) Roxy Serna, Ro-
salie Rodriguez, Lianna 
Rangel, Elliana Vo, Ella 
Saenz, Ayla Cruz, (back 
row) coaches J.C. Ro-
driguez, Eseneth Sala-
zar, Jared Cruz and 
Stephanie Cruz.

Cruz Calone joined the varsity level during his 
sophomore season and was part of a Clear Brook 
team a season ago that went 26-9 overall.

Cruz Calone, who plans to study accounting at 
the collegiate level, wound up with a 4.42 weight-

ed grade point average and by all accounts should 
have little trouble in the classroom.

While Cruz Calone is excited to begin this new journey at East Texas Baptist 
University, Calone admits he will miss being part of a Wolverines’ program 
that has been tremendously successful under the guidance of head coach Na-
than Janak. 



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656

       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.
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Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

THURSDAY, JULY 2
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill,” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m., Hope Community 
United Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. 
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://

aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or 
call 832-293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. 
Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for 
appointment. Tours 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 3
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 
713-686-6300 for more information. 
Meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth build-
ing). For details, call 713-661-4200 or 
visit www.hascona.com or https://nastuff.
com/. Meets Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 
9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drink-
ers/addicts share, learn Al-Anon princi-
ples, that they are not alone, and discover 
choices available. For details, call 281-
484-9243.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group AA 
– meets at CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JULY 4
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.

SUNDAY, JULY 5
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 
a.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, 

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION 
REPAIR OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing ServiceANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

BETO’S REMODELING
Painting • Sheetrock • Texture • Pressure Wash • Carpentry 

Roofing • Framing • Wood Fence • Hardy Plank Siding 
Free Estimates

Cell: 832-563-9321 Ask for Beto

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Book of Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday 
at 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space 
Center Blvd. (in back of a medical/retail 
community). For details, call 281-479-
7285 and leave a message, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 5125 Preston Ave. 
Pasadena, TX 77505. Call 713-419-2635 
for details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous See 
Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group AA 
– See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, JULY 6
5 p.m. New Directions – Age 55 and 
older meets the first and third Mondays 
for a potluck dinner with activities and/or 
guest speakers at 600 Hobbs Road, 
League City, TX 77573, (community 
room). For further information, call Jill at 
646-489-4367.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets 
Monday at Denny’s, 19212 Gulf Freeway. 
Join the fun and improve crossword skills. 
COVID-19 vaccination required. Email 
huff_reunion@juno.com for info.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
– St. Luke’s Group, 12-Step Recovery, 
open meeting Mondays, 7 p.m. in the 
Education Bldg. in room 6, at 11011 Hall 
Road, 77089. For details, call Rita at 281-
309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) – #0683 Friendswood chapter 
meets at the Friendswood Methodist 
Church, 110 N. Friendswood Dr. in the 
educational bldg., room 201. For informa-
tion, call Lynette Ringrose at 832-858-
4617 or Dorothy Pourteau at 713-875-
8820.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, JULY 7
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
– See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets 
virtually with the exception of the second 
and fourth Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at 
sehouston.toastmastersclubs.org. 
In-person address 10500 Scarsdale Blvd. 
(SB Chamber of Commerce). Visit the 
website or call Karen Nunn at 832-722-
9061 for information. 
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8 
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational 
senior citizen social group meeting at 
St. Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500 
El Camino Real, in Clear Lake on the 
fi rst and third Wednesdays for a time 
fi lled with fun, fellowship, lending 
library with books and puzzles, coffee 
and bingo. The meetings are open to 
those ages 55 and older, with no dues. 
Day trips and extended trips available. 
Deposits are now being taken for 
Poland. For details, call Marilyn at 713-
444-6744.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Friday’s notice.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – casual ball-
room dance, open to the public, held 
every Wednesday afternoon from 
12:30 to 3 p.m. at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 East League City Parkway, 
League City. Everyone is welcome to 
come with or without a partner. The 
dance itself is free as music is provid-
ed by volunteer, Neva Schroder. The 
city requires an activity card for partic-
ipants in all of the city’s many activi-
ties. Call the park office at 281-554-
1180 for answers to any questions 
regarding the activity card. Visitors are 
welcome to walk in to observe or par-
ticipate.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group AA 
– See Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, JULY 9
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill,” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community 
United Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. 
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://
aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or 
call 832-293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. 
Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for 
appointment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP
WANTED

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 

required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

HOUSE FOR RENT
PASADENA, TX 77502. 
Nice three-bedroom, 
one-bath home. Fresh 
paint, new flooring, close 
to Strawberry Park and 
Pasadena schools. 
$1,800 mon. Call 713-
628-2264. 7-16

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 8-23
PRESSURE WASHING! 

Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
RVs, etc. We also clean 
solar panels. Time for 
cleaning. Free Esti-
mates! 8-25
V.L. TREE & LAND-    
SCAPING. Mow, trim, 
edge, trim shrubs, flower 
beds, planting new grass, 
mulching, tree cutting, and 
more. Competitive rates. 
Free estimates. Good ref-
erence. Call Ruben Vela 
@ 346-577-3347. 8-25

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Let the 
Leader help 

with your 
advertising.

Call
281-481-5656

The Handyman Can.
Fences, Decks, Painting, 

Shower Conversions, 
Granite & Laminate countertops.

 Junk Removal.
Work done right at the right price

Serving South Belt and surrounding areas.

713.408.4547

 The parade will begin at Sagemont Church (11300 S. Sam Houston Pkwy. 
E.) Parking Lot K off Hughes Road at 10 a.m. The parade will end at San 
Jacinto College South Campus on Beamer. Lineup starts at 9 a.m. Judging 
for trophies will be at 9:30 a.m. Individuals, groups and businesses are en-
couraged to build floats, decorate vehicles and participate.

 Entry fees MUST be paid by June 29th to participate in the parade. Adult 
supervision is mandatory! Due to the length, NO WALKING ALLOWED 
IN THE PARADE. For everyone’s safety, NO alcohol or glass contain-
ers, water balloons or water guns are allowed. This is a celebration of the 
250th Birthday of America! Only United States of America, Texas and U.S. 
military flags are allowed.

 Candy, small trinkets, beads, etc. to toss from your float or vehicle to spec-
tators is encouraged.
 For more information, contact the South Belt-Ellington Leader at 281-
481-5656.
 Please scan the QR code for online entry form.

Hughes
 R

d.

Beamer Rd.

Sca
rs

dale
 B

lvd
.

B
lackhaw

k B
lvd.

Sagemont

Church

San Jacinto 

College South

2026 South Belt 
4th of July 

Parade Route

Beltway 8

Online Parade Entry Form

South Belt July 4th Parade
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FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Tickets & Hotel Packages:
409-744-4673
moodygardens.org

Listen ... A Texas Road Trip is Calling

... the Rainforest heard you need a break.

... an afternoon of fun calls from the Lazy River.

... and there is a beach chair with your name on it.

Wake Up Steps Away from Every Adventure

Former San Jacinto College softball standout Kam DeLeon will continue her 
education and collegiate playing career at Prairie View A&M after signing to 
join the Panthers’ program earlier this summer. DeLeon in 2026 helped San 
Jacinto College reach the national championship tournament after hitting .376 
with 35 runs driven in, 70 total hits and playing outstanding defense.

Addy chooses Georgia Tech

Lutheran South varsity volleyball star Addy Musgrove, a junior, has de-
cided to continue her education and collegiate volleyball career at Geor-
gia Tech after verbally committing to the Yellowjackets earlier this month. 
Musgrove has already registered nearly 700 career kills, more than 400 digs 
and nearly 650 assists in two seasons with the Pioneers. Musgrove and her 
teammates advanced to the state tournament a season ago and are once 
again set on returning later this fall. Musgrove’s older sister, Kirra, is a 
sophomore at Texas A&M University, where she was part of the Aggies’ 
national championship run a season ago. Kirra Musgrove also previously 
starred at Lutheran South Academy.

DeLeon headed to PVAM

Bears host summer open gym
 The Beverly Hills Intermediate coaching staff has announced open weight room 
dates for the summer. Each of the sessions will be from 10 a.m. to noon, including 
July 14-16, July 21-22 and July 28-30. 
 Any students currently playing football or planning to play, may also attend 
the Dobie Head-Start football camp July 28-30. The on-campus, back-to-school 
camps for both volleyball and football will be held Aug. 4-6, from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
each day. 

Dobie strength/conditioning 
 The Dobie High School coaching staff has planned dates for the summer 
strength and conditioning program at the main campus. 
 These sessions will run from 8-10 a.m. daily, with sport-specifi c sessions to 
follow from 10-11 a.m. each day. The dates include July 6-9 and July 13-16.

Lions’ strength/conditioning 
 The Thompson Intermediate coaching staff will host strength and conditioning 
sessions for both boys and girls throughout the summer. Each of the sessions will 
run from 9-11 a.m. each day. The dates include July 6-9 and July 13-16. 
 The Lions football camp will be held July 20-23, from 9-11 a.m. each day at a 
cost of $40 per student. Additional information and or adjustments to the above 
information will be provided as needed. As required by the state, all students must 
have a current athletic physical on fi le and have had completed required Rank One 
paperwork.

Continued from Page 5
touchdowns. We also did 
some pretty good things 
together as a senior last 
year, so overall I am tre-
mendously proud of both 
what I was able to do as 
well as what I contributed 
as a teammate.
 “I could say the same 
thing about the baseball 
field,” Hernandez said. 

closed for now, but I am 
very excited to get started 
in college and see where 
my career takes me. It all 
started in Sagemont with 
the cowboys, and that’s 
something that my family 
and I are very proud of.”

themselves and for their 
teams. At the same time, I 
certainly think that I have 
built so many relation-
ships with people on and 
off the field that will last a 
lifetime. 
 “This part of my life has 

with friends and other sup-
porters in the South Belt  
area. Denny Wranich Sr., 
president of the Sagemont 
Cowboys, told the Leader 
Hernandez and his family 
have been tremendous as-
sets in the community for 
many years. 
 “The Hernandez family 
is tremendous,” Wranich 
said. ‘Their family as a 
whole has always been 
willing to chip in and help 
out with team activities, 
and each and everyone of 
them have always been so 
gracious. As for Jordan, 
he’s just a terrific young 
man. He’s always there 
to greet you with a smile 
and a hug, ask you how 
you were doing and is just 
generally a terrific per-
son to be around. He and 
his family represented the 
Cowboys with great hon-
or, and we wish nothing 
but the best for Jordan as 
he begins his collegiate 
journey.”
 Hernandez himself said 
that while he is headed 
off to college, he will re-
member his time in both 
Sagemont and Pearland 
for the rest of his life. 
 “It’s been a lot of fun all 
these years,” Hernandez 
said. “All I’ve ever tried to 
do is be a great person and 
a great teammate. The re-
sults are what they are, and 
I think everybody wants 
to be successful both for 

ley Hernandez, recently 
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Houston-Clear 
Lake with a degree in 
physical therapy. Jordan, 
in large part due to some 
of the injuries he faced 
and overcame during his 
career, said he plans to fol-
low a similar career path 
at Mary Hardin-Baylor, as 
he also plans to become a 
physical therapist. 
 “Whether it was always 
fun or not, I think I was 
able to gain a pretty good 
understanding of what it 
takes to bounce back from 
injuries and other setbacks 
in your athletic career,” 
Hernandez said. 
 “I also gained a true 
appreciation for the work 
being done by physical 
therapists out there. When 
you are in recovery, it re-
ally becomes a team effort 
as you try to get back to 
where you were as an ath-
lete or to become healthy 
again. Having experienced 
that from the injury side of 
things, I feel like it’s a pur-
pose of mine to be able to 
give back to other athletes 
in the future. In a way, it 
will also allow me to stay 
close to sports and athlet-
ics in general, and that’s 
something that I’m excited 
about.”
 While Hernandez 
and his family are now 
Pearland residents, Her-
nandez has never lost touch 

“Being able to go to state 
twice is something that 
I think will stay with me 
for the rest of my life. We 
didn’t win a state title, 
but just being there and 
having the experience of 
being around some of the 
best teams and players in 
the state was a great expe-
rience.” 
 Hernandez’s sister, Hai-

Hernandez heads to Mary Hardin-Baylor 

Jordan Hernandez began his football career as a youth 
with the Sagemont Cowboys of the Bay Area Football 
League before heading to Thompson Intermediate.

Jordan Hernandez ended his career at Pearland High 
School as one of the top receivers in program history and 
will now look to make a difference within the Mary Har-
din-Baylor football program.
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