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Donut Haven reopens

Donut Haven, at Hughes Road at Beamer, will
reopen at 4:30 a.m. Saturday, July 4. The establish-
ment has been closed since late May when longtime
cook Sylvester Hernandez contracted COVID-19.
The restaurant has been completely cleaned and
sanitized, and the Donut Haven staff encourages
customers to stop by and say hello.

Clear Brook MUD news

The offices of Clear Brook City MUD will be
closed Friday, July 3, in celebration of Indepen-
dence Day. The office will reopen for regular busi-
ness Monday, July 6, 2020, at 8 a.m. For customer
convenience, payments may be left in the drop box
on the drive-thru window side of the building.

Clear Brook City MUD residents will have trash
service on their regularly scheduled days. Trash
should be at curbside no later than 7 a.m.

ZIP COVID numbers reported

There has been a dramatic increase in the number
of COVID-19 cases in Harris County this past week.

As of Wednesday, July 1, ZIP code 77089 had 277
confirmed cases of COVID-19, according to Harris
County Public Health officials. That figure is 93
higher than the 184 count reported on Wednesday,
June 24. In ZIP code 77075, county officials are now
reporting 292 known cases. This number is 111 high-
er than the 181 cases reported the previous week.

County officials are now reporting 284 cases in
ZIP code 77034, up 77 cases from last week.

In all, there are currently 31,422 known cases in
Harris County, an increase of 7,001 from last week.
Of those, 20,343 remain active, up 4924 from last
week. A total of 10,701 have recovered from the vi-
rus in the county, an increase of 2,034 from the pre-
vious week. To date, 378 have died from COVID-19,
up 43 from last week. Statistics are updated daily and
include numbers from within both the Houston city
limits and throughout Harris County. To view an in-
teractive map, visit publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/
Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.

Gulf Freeway closures set

The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Freeway
at NASA Bypass/ NASA Road 1 will be closed
continuously through 5 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 31.

At least one lane of the northbound and south-
bound entrance ramp from NASA Bypass/NASA
Road 1 to SH 96 and exit ramp from NASA Bypass/
NASA Road 1 to SH 96 will be closed nightly from
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.

Two alternate lanes on the Gulf Freeway frontage
road will be closed from NASA Bypass/NASA Road
1 to SH 96/League City Parkway daily from 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31. The southbound
entrance ramp on the Gulf Freeway will be closed at
FM 518 until further notice. At least one southbound
frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway from FM 517
to Hughes in Texas City will be closed until further
notice. The southbound entrance ramp at FM 517 in
Texas City will also be closed until further notice.

There will be a total closure at the southbound
IH 610 connector ramp at the Gulf Freeway through
5 a.m. Monday, Sept. 28. The northbound connec-
tor ramp from the Gulf Freeway to the IH 610 South
Loop, along with one inside lane, will be closed
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.

At least two alternate main lanes and frontage
road lanes on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from
IH 610 South Loop to Broad Street nightly from 7
p-m. to 6 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.

The northbound and southbound entrance ramp
from IH 610 South Loop to Broad Street and the
northbound and southbound exit ramp from IH 610
South Loop to Broad Street will be closed nightly
from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.

The closures are associated with an ongoing
construction project to widen the freeway from
three to five lanes in each direction and the frontage
roads from two to three lanes in each direction.

Apartment fire investigated

An apartment complex in the 10900 block of Tan-
ner Park Court near Almeda Mall caught fire Wednes-
day, June 17. According to the Houston Fire Depart-
ment, firefighters arrived on scene around 1:15 a.m.
to find a fence area along an apartment complex on
fire, with minimal fire spread to the exterior walls of
the apartment complex and business. Crews quickly
tapped out the fire, and HFD arson investigators were
requested to determine the cause and origin.

Firefighters from stations 52, 26, 70, 61, 93 and 24
responded to this incident. The blaze caused approx-
imately $10,000 in damage. The fire was still under
investigation at press time.

Stolen fobs found

Multiple vehicles were broken into this past week-
end in the Sageglen and Sagemeadow subdivisions,
according to Cecelia Ganje, Clear Brook City MUD
general manager. There are a couple of recovered car
fobs that need to be identified. Anyone who experi-
enced a break-in or who is missing a fob is urged to
contact Pct. 2 Sgt. Robert Sanchez at 281-481-9189.

Park closed July 4 weekend

All Clear Brook City MUD Parks will be closed
the July 4th weekend from July 3 through July 5.
Parks included are CBC MUD Park, Bishop Park
and Tower Park. Park equipment such as play-
ground equipment, picnic tables and benches have
been “off-limits” since the early stages of the virus
that began in March. Yellow tape was used to de-
ter attendees from using the equipment. CBCMUD
is following CDC and Harris County guidelines re-
garding COVID. The parks will re-open Monday,
July 6, with park equipment remaining off limits.

County cites Highland pool

The Highland Meadow neighborhood swim-
ming pool has been tagged by the Harris County
Public Health Department Repairs are to be made
on the pool soon, according to Highland Meadow
officials. The board has not decided when/if the
pool will be open after deemed safe by the county.

Crossroads holds kids classes

CrossRoads United Methodist Church, 10030
Scarsdale, will hold its Early Learning Academy
summer program from July 6 to Aug. 6. Classes are
Mondays through Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 1:30
p-m. For more information, call 281-818-6859.

Older women robbed in three separate incidents

There has been a string of violent purse-snatch-
ings at area grocery stores this past week.

At least two such incidents took place the af-
ternoon of Wednesday, June 24.

One incident took place at H-E-B at Black-
hawk and Beltway 8, while another took place at
Food Town at Scarsdale and Beamer.

According to the Houston Police Depart-
ment, the H-E-B robbery involved a 73-year-old
woman. Police said the victim had just unload-
ed her groceries into her car and was putting her
cart away when a suspect driving a grey Volk-
swagen car stopped, jumped out and pushed the
woman onto the ground, before taking her purse
and getting back into the vehicle and fleeing the
scene.

The victim was treated for minor wounds at
the scene by Houston Fire Department paramed-
ics but refused transport to an area hospital.

The suspect is described as a thin black male

in his early 20s, wearing a white T-shirt and blue-
jeans. Anyone with any information on this case
is urged to contact HPD’s Robbery Division at
713-308-0700 or Crime Stoppers of Houston at
713-222-TIPS (8477).

The victim is attempting to retrieve her purse
and cellphone that were taken during the inci-
dent.

The purse is described as a brown alligator

embossed Brahmin, while the phone is an LG
K51. Anyone who may have found these items
discarded is encouraged to contact the Leader at
mynews @southbeltleader.com or bring it to the
Leader office at 11555 Beamer.

The incident at Food Town was similar in na-
ture but involved multiple suspects, and a gold
minivan was used as the getaway vehicle.

Multiple online posts on social media sites re-

ported a third robbery that day taking place at the
Kroger at Sabo and Beltway 8 around the same
time frame, but Houston police had no record of
the crime. Police said, however, that such inci-
dents are not always reported to police.

On the afternoon of Saturday, June 27, a sec-
ond purse-snatching took place in the Food Town
parking lot, this time in front of multiple wit-

Continued on Page 8

Governor: students can attend school in person

Local schools are moving forward with plans to
reopen in the fall, but state officials and area teach-
ers don’t necessarily see eye to eye.

During a June 18 virtual meeting with state law-
makers, Gov. Greg Abbott announced that students
will be returning to in-person instruction this fall
semester.

SVFD cleans

up after trash fire

N

Chad Sullivan.

The Southeast Volunteer Fire Department responded to a vehicle fire around 3:30 p.m. Saturday,
June 27, on Blackhawk near Kirkfair. According to fire department officials, a driver was hauling
trash in his pickup truck when his load caught fire. No injuries were reported. Pictured above re-
sponding to the incident are, left to right, Jerry Terrell, Dean Baier, Ross Schreck, Chuck Tylka and

Photo by Marie Flickinger

Misunderstanding results in shooting

Harris County Precinct 2 deputies responded
to a drive-by shooting around 6 p.m. Tuesday,
June 30, in the 10600 block of Sagetrail, which
stemmed from a misunderstanding about the
Black Lives Matter movement.

According to authorities, two black men were
walking home from the convenience store when

they were approached by the suspected shooter,
Santiago Fernandez, 69. Fernandez reportedly
told the men he disapproved of their shirts, which
he believed to be Black Lives Matter T-shirts.
Police said, however, the shirts were actually just
black Nike T-shirts.

Continued on Page 2

Know regulations for using fireworks

The Fourth of July is around the corner, and
many South Belt residents are understandably
confused as to the current regulations involving
the sale and possession of personal fireworks.

The only remaining spot to still purchase fire-
works in the immediate South Belt area is lo-
cated along Beamer Road in the unincorporated
parts of Harris County near Dixie Farm Road.
(See related ad on Page 8.)

COVID-19 local,

As the number of coronavirus cases continues
to spike (see the latest statistics on this page),
both state and local officials have taken drastic
measures this past week to slow the spread of the
disease.

State of Texas

Gov. Greg Abbott on June 26 issued an exec-
utive order limiting certain businesses and ser-
vices as part of the state’s efforts to contain the
spread of COVID-19.

This decision comes as the number of people
testing positive for COVID-19 and the number
of hospitalizations have increased and the pos-
itivity rate in Texas increased above 10 percent,
which the governor previously stated would lead

While the stretch of road was once a hot spot
for such booths, the practice was prohibited in
July 2009 by the City of Friendswood Fire Mar-
shal’s Office, citing extraterritorial jurisdiction
(ETJ).

ET]J is the legal ability of a governing body to
exercise authority beyond its normal boundaries,
given that an agreement has been reached with

Continued on Page 4

state update set

to further preventative action. The targeted, mea-
sured directives in the executive order are based
on links between certain types of businesses
and services and the recent rise in positive cases
throughout the state.

The order includes the following: All bars
and similar establishments that receive more
than 51 percent of their gross receipts from the
sale of alcoholic beverages are required to close.
These businesses may remain open for delivery
and take-out, including for alcoholic beverages,
as authorized by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission.

Restaurants may remain open for dine-in ser-

Continued on Page 2

Watch for smoke testing in CBCMUD

The Clear Brook City Municipal Utility Dis-
trict, along with Nerie Construction, will begin
smoke testing sewer lines in the area at 8 a.m. July
6.

This work is being done to rebuild and improve
the sanitary sewer systems in the district. Affected
subdivisions include Sageglen, Highland Meadow
and Wood Meadow I and II.

The contractor will place a front door hanger
at affected homes 48 hours before testing. Smoke
will be added to the sewer manholes. Residents
may see white smoke coming out of roof vents.
Residents should not be alarmed, as this is nor-
mal. The smoke is nontoxic and will disappear
rapidly without leaving an odor.

If smoke enters a house, residents should open
windows to allow for ventilation. The smoke will

San Jac names new

Dr. Aaron Knight has been named provost
of the San Jacinto College South campus.

Knight will begin as the San Jacinto South
campus provost July 20. Dr. Brenda Jones is
retiring from the college after nearly 20 years.

Knight has been in higher education for
more than 25 years. He began his career as an
assistant professor of political science at Texas

clear within a few minutes. This process will take
approximately 5-10 minutes to complete.

Workers will have ID badges on their shirts.
They will be moving from house to house to get a
visual of any sewer pipe leaks.

Once residents have received a notice, they are
asked to check to see that all drain traps under
sinks and in bathtubs, washing facilities and floor
drains contain water.

This will include seldom-used bathroom fix-
tures and floor drains. Residents are asked to run
water down the drain for a minute or two to ensure
the trap is not dry.

Questions and concerns may be directed to
Jason Nerie, project manager, at 281-996-5551
(office), 281-733-3388 (mobile) or comments@
nerieconst.com (email). (See related ad Page 3.)

rovosts

A&M International University and has spent
the last 20 years at Houston Community Col-
lege. During his tenure at HCC, he has served
as government instructor, program coordina-
tor, department chair and interim dean of ac-
ademics at the Northeast College. For the past
five years, he held the systemwide position of

Continued on Page 8

The motion was subsequently backed by the
Texas Education Agency.

According to sources familiar with the meeting,
the measure would not require students or staft to
wear a mask, and no testing would be conducted
for the COVID-19 virus. School districts would,
however, be allowed to offer instructional alterna-
tives.

The move was met with sharp criticism, as it

comes at a time when the number of coronavirus
cases and hospitalizations continue to rise, and lo-
cal municipalities are taking strong measures to
prevent the further spread of the disease.
Among the most vocal critics are the American
Federation of Teachers and the Texas AFT.
“This has left parents, students and teachers with
more questions than answers,” said Texas AFT
Continued on Page 8

Early primary voting underway

Early voting for the July 14 primary runoff
elections is currently underway and will con-
tinue through Friday, July 10. The runoffs were
originally scheduled to take place in late May,
but were postponed due to the ongoing coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Voters will decide who will be the party nom-
inee for the positions of U.S. House District 22
representative, Harris County Precinct 2 constable,
sheriff and railroad commissioner, among others.

In the U.S. House District 22 race, Republican
candidates Kathleen Wall and Troy Nehls will
compete for the position being vacated by Rep.
Pete Olson. The winner of the primary will face

Precinct 2 constable debate
The Democratic Precinct 2 constable candidate de-
bate held by the Sagemont Civic Club is available to
view on the South Belt Leader Facebook page.

Democrat Sri Preston Kulkarni in the November
general election.

The race for the position of Harris County
Precinct 2 constable is a runoff between incum-
bent Chris Diaz and challenger Jerry Garcia.

The Leader has endorsed Garcia in this race.
See related editorial on Page 2.

The winner of the Democratic runoff election
will face Republican Daniel Vela in the Novem-
ber general election.

The Republican runoff for the position of
sheriff is a contest between Paul Day and Joe
Danna.

The winner will face incumbent Ed Gonzalez
in the November general election.

In the Democratic race for railroad com-
missioner, Roberto R. “Beto” Alonzo will face
Chrysta Castafieda.

The winner will face Jim Wright in the Novem-

Continued on Page 4

CCISD superintendent retiring

Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District Su-
perintendent of Schools
Dr. Greg Smith an-
nounced during the June
school board meeting he
will be retiring Dec. 31,
2020.

The public announce-
ment is necessary to al-
low the school board am-
ple time to identify the
next leader of CCISD. i

The decision to retire -
was made five years ago DI Greg Smith
when Smith signed his final contract, informing
the board at the time of his intent to close out his

40-year career in education in the Clear Creek
Independent School District. His contract ex-
pires Dec. 31, 2020.

“There is never a good time to make this type
of announcement, but it is important to give the
CCISD community time to find the right per-
son to lead this exceptional school district,” said
Smith. “For those who know me, I do not tire. I
remain committed to the work ahead of reopen-
ing Clear Creek ISD to 42,000 boys and girls and
leading us into a strong fall semester.”

Dr. Laura DuPont, CCISD board president,
echoed the sentiments of staff and the larger
community.

“Dr. Smith is a leader of all leaders,” said Du-
Pont. “His handprint is all over this school dis-

Continued on Page 8

CCISD OKs recommendations

The Clear Creek Independent School District
board of trustees unanimously approved a set of
recommendations to reopen schools Aug. 18.

The recommendations reflect public feed-
back and provide CCISD staff guidance on what
the community seeks in a learning environment
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The recommendations were developed by the
Safely Reopen CCISD Committee, a group of
health professionals, parents, students, staff and
community members. The approved recommen-
dations are as follows:

Committee charge 1: Develop potential school
resumption options for the 2020-2021 academic
year for consideration by the CCISD board of
trustees. Each option shall consider the needs of
all children.

Approved recommendations include:

— Develop school calendar options, including
but not limited to the current approved school
calendar Aug. 18, 2020 — May 27, 2021; a mod-
ified school calendar with transitions to online
learning in the event of a COVID-19 resurgence;
flexible student attendance schedules, as needed,
to comply with potential disruptions.

— Offer learning options that may include
in-person, in-person and distance-learning hy-
brid and distance learning.

— Provide continuity in personalized supports
to students with specialized needs/services such
as special education or those with underlying
medical conditions, English-language learners,
deaf and hard of hearing, speech, gifted and tal-
ented and others in a distance-learning environ-
ment.

Continued on Page 4

Dobie director Grammy quarterfinalist

Dobie High School band director Kevin Er-
ickson was recently selected as a quarterfinalist

for the 2021 Grammy Music Educator Award.

“To be considered for this award is a tre-
mendous honor, and I'm incredibly proud to
represent Dobie High School, Pasadena ISD
and our community,” said Erickson.

“This is definitely a reflection of the incred-
ible music education programs we have here in
Pasadena ISD. “I absolutely have to thank all
my students, past and present, for continuing
to inspire me to be a better teacher, leader and
human being.”

Out of 2000 nominees, Erickson is among
216 music educators from around the country
to be selected as quarterfinalists.

The Grammy Music Educator Award was
established to recognize public and private
school educators who have made a significant
and lasting contribution to music education.
Additionally, the award recognizes educators
who demonstrate a commitment to the broad-
er cause of maintaining music education in
schools.

Semifinalists for the award will be an-
nounced in September 2020 and from those,
one recipient will be selected to receive the
award.

If Erickson is selected as the winner, he will
be flown to Los Angeles to attend the 63rd An-
nual Grammy Awards, along with other Gram-
my Week events.
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In My Opinion

Trevino urges o e o eand complains 10
support for Garcia

help resolve solutions to their needs.
Jerry Garcia, Harris County Lieu-

Jerry Garcia came from an under
tenant has 22 years of law enforcement served community and he personally
experience. For 18 years, Jerry has free-

knows how our community has been ne-
ly coached youth soccer teams to keep glected, and inadequately serviced. He
kids off the streets after school and was

believes that our community’s resources
proactively involved with the youth.

should cater to all people equally.
: : Therefore, our community endorses
Not only was Jerry involved with local - .
youths, but his integrity is so sincere that Jerry Garcia for Constable of Precinct 2.
Jerry also dedicates his time to help the

Let’s make this change happen.
senior citizen community by holding lun-

Maria Luisa Trevino
Local library events set

Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Branch Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. The phones are open Mondays,

Wednesdays and Fridays, noon to 7 p.m., at 832-393-2580 for information.
Bracewell HPL To Go curbside service is in operation

Curbside services, known as HPL To Go, is now available Mondays, noon to 7 p.m.; Wednes-
days, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The staff will also be available for reference questions, information, resources and account
information on those days as well. Although curbside services will not be available on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, the staff will be waiting to answer customer calls from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, call Bracewell Neighborhood Library at 832-393-2580. Note that all overdue fines/
fees will be waived through Jan. 1, 2021. The outside book drop is open 24 hours a day.

Bracewell Summer Reading Program

The Summer Reading Program runs through Aug. 15. Visit www.houstonlibrary.org/summer to
register and log one’s reading. Use the Beanstack Tracker app on iOS and Android to make logging
easy. See the HPL website for storytimes, crafts, STEM and special events. 2020 Environmental
Education Summer Programs are being offered through Harris County Precinct 1. Fun and engag-
ing virtual programs with live animals are scheduled every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

Mondays, 1 p.m. Nature Detectives (grades 1 —4)

Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. Polliwog Club (ages 3 - 5)

Fridays, 1 p.m. Conservation Conversations (grades 5-8)

The programs will use WebEx, a free video conferencing program which works on a smart-
phone, tablet or computer. For those unfamiliar with the program, visit https://www.google.com/
search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=WebEx+instructions for a step-by-step tutorial and tips.

For questions or concerns or for a childcare agency interested in having a personalized lesson
outside of the above schedule, email Christina.hartman@cp1.hctx.net.

Book drop

The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned with no overdue fees. The library
continues to provide online resources so the public can enjoy the library at home. Large items such
as FLIP kits or laptops should not be placed in the book drop. Keep those items until further notice.

Additional resources

The Houston Public Library is focusing on providing electronic resources, books, audiobooks,
databases for research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for any res-
ident of Texas with a temporary library card. The way an interested resident can get a library card
is to visit the website at www.houstonlibrary.org, scroll down onto the Home Page, and find the
heading Here’s What’s Happening. Under that heading, there will be three cards. The middle one
is Free Resources for All. Click on the card which will go to the page that lists the digital resources
available and a link to obtain a temporary card.

Also, under the heading Here’s What’s Happening, look for the first card on the left, click on the
heading titled Online Resources for Kids. One of the programs listed is Virtual Storytime. This is
provided every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes can be found
on Facebook by searching Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual program is
Craft. Soon there will be STEM programs.

The HPL updated app is now more user-friendly. On the very first page, there is a link to Tum-
blebooks, which has many picture books that are animated read-alongs for children.

Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services remain available 24/7
with a MY Link Library Card at www.houstonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-audiobooks,
streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Until further
notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and check-out.
HPL has a robust collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog to determine if a
previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading the
e-book or audio book are also on the site.

All due dates for existing borrowed materials will be extended through the closure period. Until
further notice, no new late fees and fines will be assessed during the closure period, retroactive
to March 14, 2020. While the Bracewell Branch Library remains closed, it’s Wi-Fi service is still
available for residents to utilize. If a customer has a device, such as a phone, laptop or tablet but no
Wi-Fi, they can come to the library and gain access by standing/sitting within 6 feet of the building.
There is no need for a password. All one needs to do is go to Settings, then Network and Internet,
Wi-Fi, and then connect to HPL — Public.

HPL appreciates book donations, but is not accepting them at this time. The library staff re-
quests that donations do not get placed outside library buildings, or at the book drops.

Visit www.houstonlibrary.org to find virtual programs, and digital resources including e-books,
e-audiobooks, streaming music and videos, online learning, online tutoring, and much more. For
more information visit www.houstonlibrary.org to find out how to chat with a librarian 24/7, or
how to send questions through HPL’s email reference.

Parker Williams Library

The information for Parker Williams reads:

“All Harris County Public Library locations will remain closed to the public at this time. Public
safety is our top priority. We will provide service updates as they are developed. The book drop
at Parker Williams Library is open. No late fees have been nor will be charged during the library
closures. You may return library materials to the exterior book drops at most HCPL locations, but,
we urge you to continue to maintain social distancing and other public health guidelines. You will
not be charged late fees. Do not leave any items outside the library or drop box.”

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up” is up and running!

The curbside holds pick-up service began June 15.

— After receiving notification that holds are ready for pick-up, call 832-927-7870.

— Have your library card number and PIN handy.

— A pick-up time and instructions will be given.

— Upon arriving at the library, follow the instructions given.

— Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verification

Curbside hours are:

Monday — Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.
Friday, 1 p.m. — 6 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for more information.
Online services

Harris County Public Library will continue to offer a wide array of online services:

— Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s Drive-up Wi-Fi.

— Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.

— Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.

— Check your account to renew loans or request books.

—e-Books, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive.

— Stream classic films, indie cinema, and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.

— Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.

— Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.

— Ask us a question via chat on Ask a Librarian.

For those who do not have an HCPL library card, instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s
digital materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https:/www.
hepl.net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For more information, visit https://www.hcpl.net
or call 832-927-7870.

We’re coming back

July 4th

We will open at 4:30 a.m.

We’ve missed
you. We have
been busy
renovating and
making your
favorite donut
place safer and
healthy.

HAVEN

—— ———

 DONUT

Come see us
starting

July 4

We’ve missed
you!

T-shirt results in shooting Publisher’s Opinion

Continued from Page 1
Fernandez then offered to
shake the men’s hands, but
they refused due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. As
the men walked away, Fer-
nandez yelled racial slurs at
them, then followed the men
home to the aforementioned
residence on Sagetrail. Fer-
nandez then allegedly fired
two shots at the men, as they

ran into the house.

Moments after the shoot-
ing, a third individual
emerged from the Sagetrail
home, and Fernandez again
drove by the residence and
shouted racial slurs at the
woman, before pointing a
gun at her and driving away.

Given a description of the
suspect’s vehicle and a partial
plate number, deputies were

able to locate Fernandez’s car
at a nearby residence in the
10500 block of Sageberry.

He was subsequently ar-
rested and charged with three
counts of aggravated assault.
Those involved in the matter
said the incident was profes-
sionally handled by Precinct
2 authorities. Sanchez had re-
sponded to the episode in his
off time.

Medicare issues scammer warning

Scammers may use the
COVID-19 pandemic as an
opportunity to steal one’s
identity and commit Medi-
care fraud.

In some cases, a call-
er might say they’ll send a
coronavirus test, masks, or
other items in exchange for
one’s Medicare number or
personal information. Don’t
fall for it; it’s a scam.

It’s important to always
guard one’s Medicare num-

ber and check the Medicare
Summary Notice (MSN) for
errors.

Only give one’s Medi-
care number to participat-
ing Medicare pharmacists,
primary and specialty care
doctors, or people that can
be trusted to work with
Medicare on one’s behalf.

Remember, Medicare
will never call to verify
one’s Medicare number.

Visit the website Medi-

care.gov/fraud for more
information on protecting
oneself from fraud and re-
porting suspected fraud.

One can also watch
a short video at https:/
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=T8LopwN2f
Og&feature=youtu.be?utm_
campaign=20200617_cvd_
frd_gal&utm_content=en
glish&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_source=govdeliv
ery.

COVID-19 local, state update set

Continued from Page 1

vice, but at a capacity not to
exceed 50 percent of total list-
ed indoor occupancy.

Rafting and tubing busi-
nesses must close.

Outdoor gatherings of 100
or more people must be ap-
proved by local governments,
with certain exceptions.

“As I said from the start, if
the positivity rate rose above
10 percent, the State of Tex-
as would take further ac-
tion to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19,” said Abbott. “At
this time, it is clear that the
rise in cases is largely driven
by certain types of activities,
including Texans congregat-
ing in bars. The actions in this
executive order are essential to
our mission to swiftly contain
this virus and enhance public
health. We want this to be as
limited in duration as possi-
ble. However, we can only
slow the spread if everyone
in Texas does their part. Ev-
ery Texan has a responsibility
to themselves and their loved
ones to wear a mask, wash
their hands, stay six feet apart
from others in public, and stay
home if they can. I know that
our collective action can lead
to a reduction in the spread of
COVID-19 because we have
done it before, and we will do
it again.”

Harris County

Also on June 26, Har-
ris County Judge Lina Hi-
dalgo updated the county’s
COVID-19 public threat level
from significant (orange, Lev-
el 2) to severe (red, Level 1).

Level 1 indicates a “se-
vere and uncontrolled” level
of COVID-19, meaning out-
breaks are worsening, contact
tracing capacity is strained
or exceeded, and health care
surge is likely. The elevation
to threat Level 1 — the high-
est in the system — comes as

a variety of data demonstrate
alarming trends that are on
track to overwhelm the local
health care system.

“The harsh truth is that
our current infection rate is
on pace to overwhelm our
hospitals in the very near fu-
ture,” Hidalgo said. “We hope
this serves as a wake-up call
to everyone that the time to
act is now. I'm calling on all
residents and businesses to
take immediate action to help
our medical community get
this virus back in check be-
fore it spirals beyond control
and more lives are needless-
ly sacrificed. Stay and work
from home except for essen-
tial business. Wear a face cov-
ering if you absolutely have
to be out. We’ve flattened the
curve before, and we can do it
again, but we need to buckle
down and do this together.”

Under a Level 1 threat, the
public is urged to:

Stay home, except for the
most essential needs like go-
ing to the grocery store for
food and medicine.

Avoid and cancel all gath-
erings of any size.

Essential workers practice
special precautions to prevent
spread.

All vulnerable individu-
als (65+ or with pre-existing
health conditions) stay home.

Self-quarantine  for 14
days if in close and pro-
longed contact with someone
who has tested positive with
COVID-19.

Wear face coverings to
protect others.

Avoid non-essential busi-
ness and personal travel.
Avoid public transportation
where possible.

Cancel visits to nursing
homes, long-term care facili-
ties and hospitals.

Avoid and cancel all indoor

Leader checks

out social media

and outdoor gatherings, in-
cluding concerts, rodeos, large
sporting events, etc. Schools
and after-school activities for
youth close, as directed by
educational authorities. Area
hospitals have reached their
full ICU base capacity and are
now relying on surge space to
treat patients. The number of
daily cases and hospitaliza-
tions have also reached their
highest point since the begin-
ning of the pandemic.

Additionally, Hidalgo an-
nounced effective immediate-
ly, she will implement a ban
on all gatherings of 100 or
more people in unincorporat-
ed Harris County and encour-
age cities across the county to
do the same.

Harris County is ready
to deploy a medical shelter
at NRG as a backup should
the hospital system become
overwhelmed by new cases
beyond the existing surge ca-
pacity space that remains. The
costs for the medical shelter
are expected to be 100 per-
cent reimbursed federal funds,
either from FEMA funds or
CARES Act funding already
allocated to the county.

For a list of indicators, in-
cluding stay-home guidance,
visit ReadyHarris.org.

Why a vote for Garcia is critical

Here is hoping that those voting in the
Democratic Primary constable race are
paying good attention to the candidates.
Frankly no local race has concerned me
more than this one in the last 40 years.
There is so much more going on that we
cannot go to print with yet, but | am urg-
ing any of you who have faith in our paper
to know that the paper’s leadership is very
concerned about the current constable.

He comes across as a very likable indi-
vidual. He has certainly gone out of his way
to see that food from various organizations
has been distributed throughout the com-
munity, but that's not what his job is about.

He is supposed to be a good, fair law
enforcement officer, especially for the
South Belt contract he is hired to protect.

At the Sagemont Civic Club debate he
bragged about doubling the size of the pa-
trol. He did not do that. It was our MUD
taxpayers who funded more officers to in-
crease the size and better protect the area.
In future Leaders we will let you know that
under Chris Diaz, we have not gotten what
we paid for, and Chris has not been honest
with the community, or with those heading

the contract regarding this issue.

He also bragged about all the drug and
gambling money the “special ops” group
took off the streets. He was so right about
this, they did a fantastic job!

When proudly telling about this success,
what he did not tell you was he stopped this
very successful program. It has not been
operating most of this year. Even before
then, he cut it back.

And what took over as a bigger priority?
Work centered around helping him get
re-elected. | guess that is more important
now than keeping the drugs off the street.

This is the tip of the iceberg. Because
he refused my official federal FOIA request
for information, it is hard to get you the rest
of the information yet. My biggest concern
is how he treats people, especially his em-
ployees. There is a reason so very many
have left his organization and are now su-
ing. The number is between 15 and 20.

Please vote for Jerry Garcia who has
21 years law enforcement experience. It
is very hard to beat an incumbent that can
use a staff to help him campaign. Your vote
as well as your friends and neighbors is
much needed. Thanks!

Marie Flickinger,
Publisher

Death

Bobby Joe
Allison

e

Bobby Joe Allison, 67, of
Sagemont died June 25, 2020.
Bobby was born in Columbus,
Ga., Dec. 3, 1952, to Jackie
and Bobby Allison Sr.

He was married to Laura
Allison for 17 years. Bobby
graduated from Dobie High in
1972. He was drafted into the
Air Force in 1973. He served
in the Vietham War and was
stationed in Thailand. He re-
turned home in 1975 and start-
ed working at Hobby Airport
followed by Entex where he
was for more than 20 years.

Bobby’s true passion was
art. He would sit in the garage
and paint for hours. He also
attended various art and craft
shows to display his art and
talk with others. In his free
time, he would listen to music
and play the guitar.

Being an extremely proud
father, Bobby continually
bragged about his five daugh-
ters. He was always a good
mentor to the grandchildren,
always demanded respect and
showed the young men of the
family how to be a gentleman.
He instilled in his daughters
the desire to find happiness,
not settle for less and to always
be kind to one another. He
found the good in every situ-
ation and would always point
out the positives to help get
through any issues.

He was preceded in death
by his father Bobby Allison Sr.

He is survived by his wife
of 17 years; and their two girls
Chaney Allison and Makenzie
Allison; three older girls, Kel-
ly Allison, Shelly Allison and
husband Joe Quintanilla and
Courtney Allison and Robyn
Sarvis; his sister Mary Alli-
son Henson and husband Paul

Henson and brother Wesley Al-
lison and wife Rose; grandchil-
dren Jacob Allison, Sofia Alli-
son, Ariana Allison, Makayla
Thompson, Tyler Stormer,
Kloe Oates, Tavin Stormer,
Mya Stormer, Kane Oates,
Skylar and Allison Quintanil-
la, Hailey Quintanilla, Andrew
Quintanilla, Robbie Sarvis
and Caden Sarvis; and nieces
and nephews Chad Ehlinger,
Brooke Ehlinger, Woods Eh-
linger, Justin Henson, Ashley
Dichiara, Ben Dichiara, Drake
Dichiara, Elise Dichiara, Luke
Dichiara, John Allison, Brian-
na Allison and Belle Allison.

Bobby was an amazing fa-
ther, grandfather, soon-to-be
great-grandfather, uncle and
U.S. veteran.

Those who met him de-
scribed him as a genuinely
nice guy that always greeted
you with a smile. He was the
voice of reason, the one on
whom anyone could depend at
any time.

Visitation was held Tues-
day, June 30.

A Celebration of Life for
Bobby was held Wednesday,
July 1, at Forest Park East Fu-
neral Home.
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The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com
LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30,9:15,11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

New Covenant
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk

281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We've Enlarged Our
Day Care Facilities

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated Bill & Cheryl Hines Register Now! 281-481-2003

By Natalie Abarca

A member of People of
Sagemont 2 Facebook group
posted an incident of an elder-
ly lady who was pushed down
and robbed at the Food Town
on Scarsdale and Beamer. The
incident happened Wednes-
day, June 24, during the day.
This post was shared on other
Facebook pages. See related
story on Page 1.

On the same Facebook
page multiple members shared
a post that an elderly lady
was punched in the face and
robbed at H-E-B on Black-
hawk and Beltway 8. The in-
cident happened Wednesday,
June 24. This post was shared
on other Facebook groups.
See related story on Page 1.

On the same Facebook
group, a member posted to
warn other members to watch
who one hires a mechanic.
The member hired a mechan-
ic and went wrong. For more
information, follow post on
Facebook.

On the same Facebook
group a member posted that
the member witnessed three
men rob a woman at the
parking lot of Food Town on
Scarsdale and Beamer. The
men knocked down a lady
and took her purse. The inci-
dent happened Saturday, June
27. The member stated that
the men were in a gold mini-
van. In the comments, another
member commented that there
was another robbery down the
street at the Cimarron Land-
ing Apartments on Beam-
er Road. The member states
that the lady shot at them,
the men abandoned the mini
van and took off in the wom-
an’s vehicle. The incident also
happened on the same day.
The post was shared on other
Facebook pages. See related
story on Page 1.

Concerning these inci-
dents on the same Facebook
page another member post-
ed a video of a robbery. The
member states that the mem-

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816
Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

KATHALEEN WAL

THESE ARE A FEW OF MY FRIENDS FOR YEARS

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School * 8:00 a.m. Prayer Meeting * 7:00 p.m.
Worship Service * 9:00 am.  Mid-Week Service * 7:45 p.m.

Nursery Available at all Services

ber was at the Exxon gas sta-
tion on Beltway and Sabo.
The member is asking for
help if anyone knows any-
thing, to contact the member
through Facebook.

PENNY NANCE

CEQ & PRESIDENT OF CWA

RAND PAUL

U.S. SENATOR (KY)

RANDY WEBER

TX CONGRESSMAN

YOU CAN TELL THE CHARACTER OF A PERSON
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After sending two copies
of the questionnaire to Troy
Nehls and contacting his of-
fice multiple times, he still did
not respond.

Kathaleen Wall

Name: Kathaleen Wall

Age: 53
Occupation: Businessman -
Sales Engineer, Semiconduc-
tor Technology
Education: Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Texas A&M Univer-
sity, College Station, TX,
Department of Engineering
Technology, Industrial Dis-
tribution option
Marital Status/Children:
Married with a stepson,
daughter-in-law, and two
grandchildren
Party Affiliation: Republi-
can Party

What makes you best
qualified to serve the con-

stituents of Congressional
District 22? (100 words or
less)

I am a seventh-genera-
tion Texan who has worked,
worshipped, and lived in
and around District 22 since
1990. I am the only candidate
who has never taken a tax-
payer-funded paycheck, and
the only candidate standing
tall as a true capitalist suc-
cess story that has built busi-
nesses and created jobs. Our
country needs more business
people in Washington; we do
not need more career politi-
cians. I will not be beholden
to lobbyists or special inter-
est groups. In Congress I will
fight to rebuild our economy,
bring back critical manufac-
turing to America, protect
unborn children, and “build
the wall.”

In the wake of the re-
cent George Floyd death,
Black Lives Matters pro-
tests have sprung up world-
wide. What measures, if
any, would you implement
to address police reform?
(150 words or less)

I advocate for law and
order and justice for all peo-
ple and families. Though the
majority of law enforcement
professionals are living up
to high standards, there is a
need for enhanced law en-
forcement training on de-es-
calation techniques. I am a
strong supporter of law en-

forcement and mourn the
loss of life and injuries that
have occurred during the
protests. I believe allocating
more resources for training
shows community support;
we must invest in our law
enforcement professionals.
We must create continuity of
standards across departments
and communities by states
that ensure our citizens are
treated equally, everywhere.
Defunding or abolishing po-
lice is not the answer and
will lead only to anarchy.
As a powerful first step, I
support President Trump’s
Executive Order abolishing
chokeholds unless a law en-
forcement professional’s life
is at risk. We must and can
do more.

What, if any, endorse-
ments do you have? (75)
words or less)

I am proud to carry the
endorsements of U.S. Con-
gressman Randy Weber, U.S.
Congressman Roger Wil-
liams, U.S. Senator Rand
Paul, Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton, Texas Agri-
cultural Commissioner Sid
Miller, Texas Railroad Com-
mission Wayne Christian,
3 Texas State Senators, 9
Texas State Representatives,
Texas Right to Life, Texas
Homeschool Coalition, Tex-
as Values Action, Concerned
Women for America, Susan
B. Anthony List, National

Association for Gun Rights,
and dozens of local leaders.

If elected, what would
you do to improve the
South Belt community? (50
words or less)

I will be accessible and
fair in addressing commu-
nity issues and finding local
solutions. After thirty years
in this area, I have firsthand
knowledge of how flooding
affects us. I will work toward
a regional flood plan, to pro-
tect our energy industry, and
to support NASA and Elling-
ton Field.

What one main project
would you like to accom-
plish if elected? (50 words
or less)

I wish to provide sup-
port to President Trump and
a house majority which will
pass meaningful legislation
to rebuild our economy af-
ter devastating job loss due
to the coronavirus pandemic.
I also want to address flood-
ing; I've seen firsthand the
devastation caused by flood-
waters to our families, homes
and businesses.

Do you support the pro-
posed coastal spine project
to reduce storm surge dam-
age? Explain your answer.
(100 words or less)

I support the Coastal
Spine Project and will work
alongside  Senator  John
Cornyn and Congressman
Randy Weber to protect our

City of Houston announces
$3M+ for artist opportunities

The Mayor’s Office of
Cultural Affairs (MOCA)
announced new opportu-
nities for artists and artist
groups to have their art-
work selected for the City
of Houston’s Art Collection.

In April, MOCA began
announcing  opportunities
for artists and the creative
community in response to
the economic crisis caused
by the COVID-19 emergen-
cy.

This new series of proj-
ects are for the City’s air-
ports and the new Sunnyside
Multi-Service and Health
Center. There are about 100
opportunities open to Hous-
ton and Texas artists in the
calls for qualifications.

“Two months ago, we
announced new art for the
Alief Community Center,
and we now have new proj-
ects coming to Sunnyside
and the City’s airports,” said
Mayor Sylvester Turner.

“While we fight against
the health impact of the vi-
rus, we are also fighting the
economic effects with these
new investments.”

The Houston Health De-
partment operates 12 mul-

tiservice centers and five
health centers throughout
Houston. Multiservice cen-
ters work in partnership
with collaborating agen-
cies to provide educational
resources, direct services,
referrals, access to basic
needs and other social ser-
vice needs.

“The  importance  of
health workers has nev-
er been more clear locally
and globally,” said Debbie
McNulty, director of the
Mayor’s Office of Cultural
Affairs.

“To be commissioning
new artwork for a commu-
nity multiservice and health
center at this time has taken
on greater meaning and sig-
nificance.”

New Sunnyside Multi-
Service and Health Center
rendering

Art showcased at the
Houston airports will have a
large audience as the Hous-
ton Airport System served
nearly 60 million passen-
gers in 2019.

“This is a difficult time
for all people, including art-
ists — many of which are ei-
ther self-employed or small

business owners,” Houston
Airports Curator of Public
Art Alton DuLaney said.
“It’s unfortunate that many
galleries are closed, and
many artists are out of work.

“We hope this will be a
lifeline for some of them.
We are honored to be in a
position to lift-up our Tex-
as artists in this way while
enriching Houston Airports’
public art collection.”

Pre-application ~ work-
shops and submission dead-
lines for each opportunity
are as follows:

Sunnyside Multi-Service
and Health Center https:/
www.houstontx.gov/cultur
alaffairs/sunnysiderfq.html
RFQ submission deadline:
Monday, July 27, 2020.

Artist Info Session #2:
Thursday, July 11, 2020

Houston Airports Porta-
ble Works https://www.hous
tontx.gov/culturalaffairs/
civicartportableairportsr
fa.html and the RF deadline
is Monday, Aug. 3, 2020.

— Artist Info Session #1:
Saturday, July 8, 2020

— Artist Info Session #2:
Thursday, July 18, 2020

Houston Airports New

Commissions https://www.
houstontx.gov/culturalaf
fairs/civicartairportsrfq.
html and the RFQ deadline
is Monday, Aug. 10, 2020.

— Artist Info Session #1:
Saturday, July 8, 2020

— Artist Info Session #2:
Thursday, July 18, 2020

The Houston Arts Alli-
ance is managing the se-
lection process. The select-
ed artists must be able and
willing to sign a contract
with Houston Arts Alliance
for the commission.

The City of Houston Civ-
ic Art Program is funding
the artwork.

In 1999, the City of
Houston established an or-
dinance designating 1.75
percent of qualified Capital
Improvement Project dol-
lars be set aside for civic art.

For additional informa-
tion about COVID-19-re-
lated emergency financial
help or the City’s Civic Art
Program, visit www.Hou
CityArt.org or follow the
Mayor’s Office of Cul-
tural Affairs on the so-
cial media of Facebook
and Instagram  @Hous
tonMOCA.

Houston Airports unvelils
2020-2024 Strategic Plan

Additional  internation-
al facilities, an aviation and
aerospace technical training
center, 5G technology, and
reduction of natural resource
consumption are among the
myriad factors driving Hous-
ton Airports (HAS) to reach
for the stars.

In its pursuit of sustained
excellence, HAS recently re-
leased its 2020-2024 Strate-
gic Plan, which navigates the
vision to becoming “a 5-star
global air service gateway
where the magic of flight is
celebrated.”

Mario Diaz, director of
Houston Airports, said, “We
built our five-year Strategic
Plan by evaluating our suc-
cesses, lessons learned, cur-
rent environment and future
trends that may affect the
way we operate and grow.”

“Our organizational phi-
losophy is built on the foun-
dation of mastering safe-
ty, capacity and efficiency
to provide exceptional and
unmatched service for our
millions of passengers each
year.”

Although growth has
been slowed this year by the
worldwide effects of the nov-
el coronavirus, COVID-19,
HAS is proactively prepar-
ing for the robust return of
air travel. In 2019, nearly 60
million passengers arrived,
connected, or departed from
HAS.

Diaz emphasized that
simply meeting passengers’
expectations is not a sus-
tainable strategy — the pas-
senger experience must be
enhanced, and exceeding the
expectations of every pas-
senger is the goal.

Lindsay Hook, assistant
director of Corporate Strate-
gy & Performance (CS&P),
is fully confident that the

strategic plan is on point.

“I am profoundly im-
pressed by the leadership’s
commitment to our vision,”
she said, “and I have no
doubt we’ll achieve 5-star
success.”

The 5-star rating by Sky-
trax, the leading airports rat-
ings organization, is a global
benchmark of excellence and
the ultimate quality recogni-
tion for an airport system.

Hook, who joined HAS’s
Finance Department in De-
cember 2019, said that she
has been particularly im-
pressed with HAS’s commit-
ment to stewardship and re-
sponsible management as a
public agency; commitment
to service with regard to
employees, customers, and
stakeholders; and commit-
ment to sustainability, essen-
tial in today’s world. Each of
these is reflected in the Stra-
tegic Plan.

“It is truly inspiring to
me,” Hook said. “I am en-
couraged to see the Director
and the Airport System take
a strong, proactive approach
to being responsible in the
economic, social, and envi-
ronmental arenas and sub-
sequently all regions in be-
tween.”

The Strategic Plan was
borne from a transparent
situation assessment, an an-
nual exercise undertaken by
HAS.

The assessment exam-
ined, evaluated and devel-
oped strategies to manage
changing elements within
the business environment,
both internal and external to
HAS.

Members of the HAS se-
nior leadership team worked
with subject matter experts
from functional, financial,
and supporting divisions in

order to develop a set of pri-
orities that leverage strengths
and opportunities “to create
measurable results,” accord-
ing to Hook.

The overview of those
priorities includes the fol-
lowing: make passengers
happy, act responsibly to
achieve social, environmen-
tal, and economic sustain-
ability, build platforms for
future success, and invest in
partnerships and employees.
Hook said that associated
objectives to each of these
four pillars have been cre-
ated to hold HAS account-
able in measurable ways as it
reaches for fulfillment of the
5-star vision.

“There are so many excit-
ing plans ongoing and on the
horizon,” Hook said. “Under
the sustainability pillar, HAS
is creating an Aviation and
Aerospace Technical Train-
ing Center in conjunction
with Texas Southern, the
University of Houston, San
Jacinto College, Texas A&M
and Rice University. That
has the potential to be a real
game-changer!”

“With regard to building
platforms for future success,
the ITRP (AH Terminal Re-
development Program) will
play a prominent role in the
ultimate vision and mission
of HAS coming to fruition,”
Hook said.

“Not only is ITRP the
largest investment we’ve
ever made, but it is strategi-
cally critical.”

“We’re achieving open-
ing-day fresh through ITRP
and through other develop-
ment programs we’re have.
We’re also upgrading IT to
help support the new tech-
nology wave that’s not only
required but expected by our
customers to enhance their

experience and to ensure
we’re at the cutting edge of
safety and security.”

HAS serves the nation’s
fourth-largest city with a
dynamic economy and a di-
verse population base. Col-
lectively, the three airports
(IAH, HOU and Ellington
Airport) form one of North
America’s largest public air-
port systems and is the pre-
mier gateway to Latin Amer-
ica.
What is the biggest chal-
lenge to the success of the
Strategic Plan?

“The biggest challenge,”
Hook said, “is maintaining
the alignment we have; we
all must go in the same di-
rection and reach for the
stars together. We will be
successful as we continue
to pull in the same direction
— many hands make lighter
work.”

“With  the collective
knowledge of our team,”
Diaz said, in formulat-
ing the Strategic Plan, “we
unearthed game-chang-
ing opportunities that can
transform our airports and
energize our vision...”

IAH and HOU are both
currently 4-star rated air-
ports, with Houston the only
city in the Western Hemi-
sphere with two 4-star rated
airports. IAH also recently
received the highest ranking
among U.S. airports in the
World’s Top 100 Airports
category and placed as sec-
ond-best airport in North
America.

For information on stra-
tegic plan, visit https://
d14ik00wldmhq.cloud
front.net/media/filer_pub
1ic/99/e8/99e81714-e186-
4cf4-bb3c-dea7b9c4d518/
has-strategic-plan-final _1.
pdf.

Gulf Coast. Our bay area
is critical to national infra-
structure and a vital petro-
chemical hub. Part of stand-
ing up for American Energy
Dominance is safeguarding
our supply chain; keeping
this area safe is a matter of
national security. We must
protect the work, people, and
projects who keep our coun-
try going. I stand with Pres-
ident Trump to protect our
oil and gas energy indepen-
dence, and support expand-
ing oil and gas jobs.

The topic of immigra-
tion reform is currently a
hot-button issue. What are
your positions on the is-
sues of DACA recipients,
or DREAMers; President
Trump’s proposed bor-
der wall; so-called chain
migration; and the exist-
ing “lottery” system? (150
words or less)

Legal immigration has
brought tremendous benefits
to our Country and Congres-
sional District 22. Many of
those who have immigrated
to our beloved community
have done so in accordance
with U.S. immigration laws.
They understand, as do those
born here, that the benefits
our great Country offers are
possible only because of our
policies. To be fair to those
who follow the rules, we
cannot turn a blind eye to-
ward those who choose not
to. I fully support President
Trump’s efforts to enforce
our immigration laws, op-

pose sanctuary cities, end
chain migration, and pre-
serve our Nation’s legal path
to immigration. As part of
these efforts, we must better
equip border police and we
must build a wall. We have
not addressed immigration in
35 years; it is time we do.

What changes, if any,
would you make to the ex-
isting Affordable Care Act?
(100 words or less)

We must repeal
Obamacare immediately to
bring down the overall cost
of American healthcare and
ensure those with legitimate
medical needs are not de-
prived treatment or medica-
tions due to cost. The answer
to the cost barrier is reduc-
tion of government-imposed
burdens on the system, not
the introduction of govern-
ment-run programs or in-
crease in regulation. Rep-
resentatives must remain
focused on finding com-
passionate, people-focused
solutions. “Obamacare” has
cost people more money and
given fewer choices. I be-
lieve in making free market
choices available to individ-
uals and their families. Let
the people decide what type
of healthcare plan works best
for their family.

Do you support the idea
of sanctuary cities and
what would you do if the
Trump administration at-
tempted to retaliate by
blocking federal funds for
such cities? (100 words or
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Runoff election candidate for Congress responds

Kathaleen Wall responds to Leader survey, opponent does not respond

less)

I oppose sanctuary cit-
ies because they give fel-
ons a place to hide. I stand
by initiatives by President
Trump to keep American
money right where it belongs

— working for American citi-
zens. I spent the 2017 Texas
legislative session working
daily to gather grassroots
support for a strong sanctu-
ary city ban alongside lead-
ers like former Texas State

Representative Matt Rinaldi,
who drafted key provisions
to make Texas’ sanctuary
city ban the strongest in the
country; as a result of this
work I am proud to carry his
endorsement.

-
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Family 1s why

WE DO IT ALL.

needs. Call me today.

Ann Brannen, Agent

107 Landing Blvd

League City TX 77573-3461
Bus: 281-332-0568

STATE FARM

@

INSURANCE
&,

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

statefarm.com®

State Farm Insurance Companies+ Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

We all feel the same commitment to care
for our families. As your good neighbor
agent, I can help you meet your insurance

ann.brannen.b4sq@statefarm.com

STATE FARM IS THERE.®

~
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Nerie Construction, L.L.C

Dear Resident:

cooperation.

Sincerely,
Jason Nerie
Project Manager

281-996-5551 Office
281-733-3388 Mobile
Or email us at comments @nerieconst.com cc: cganje @cbcmud.com to better assist you.

Smoke tests are e

3213 Fuqua St. Houston, TX 77047

Ph. 281-996-5551 |

48-Hour Notice of Smoke Testing
Sanitary Sewer & Manhole Rehabilitation, Phase 2 & 3

Within Clear Brook City Municipal Utility District
Sageglen, Highland Meadow, Wood Meadow I & II

We are currently working on rehabilitating the existing Sanitary Sewer Service connections in your area. This work
is being done to rebuild and improve the sanitary sewer systems in your neighborhood. We will be smoke testing the
sewer lines beginning on July 6, 2020 AT 8:00 AM.

This will help to identify any potential points of inflow and infiltration in the public portion of the sanitary sewer system.
The contractor will place a front door hanger reminder at your home 48 hours before testing will begin in your area.

Smoke will be added to the sewer manholes. You may see white smoke coming out of your roof vents. Do not be
alarmed as this is normal. The smoke is nontoxic and will disappear rapidly without leaving an odor. If smoke enters
your house, please open the windows to allow for ventilation. The smoke will clear within a few minutes.

This process will take approximately 5-10 minutes to complete. Workers will have ID badges on their shirts. They will
be moving from house to house to get a visual of any sewer pipe leaks.

We ask that after you receive this notice, to please check to see that all drain traps under sinks and in bathtubs, washing
facilities and floor drains contain water. This will include seldom used bathroom fixtures and floor drains. Please run
water down the drain for a minute or two to ensure the trap is not dry.

Should you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to call our office. Thank you for your

THE SUPERIOR SMOKE TESTING TECHNIQUE

High readings on treatment plant flow gauges immediately following rainfall is a positive indication
of storm/surface water inflow. Smoke testing is the fastest, most economical and positive means of
locating sources of inflow in sewer collection systems. Elimination of these sources as required by
law, will improve treatment plant operations —and correct problems of overloading which are a major
contributor to pollution of water resources.

The Superior Smoke Testing technique is
a fast and easy way to quickly

PROCEDURE

As illustrated above, usually two sections of line (600-800 ft.) are tested simultaneously,
with the smoke being introduced through a centrally located manhole. Blocking the far
side of the upstream and downstream manholes is only necessary when isolating a
section of line. The smoke under pressure will quickly fill the main plus all connected
lines, and follow the path of least resistance. It will flow through all openings to the
surface, revealing the location of the faults. Invariably, the fault will be found at the site
or within a few feet of it. Only enough pressure to sufficiently overcome atmospheric
pressure is required.

ffective regardless of surface, type of soil, or depth, provided

Fax 346-319-5172
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SJC raises $360,500
for students in need

The San Jacinto College
Foundation raised more than
$360,500 with its 2020 Gala
with a Twist fundraising
campaign, announcing the
campaign’s success at the
college’s board of trustees
meeting Monday, June 15,
2020.

“Fundraising campaigns
like this are critically im-
portant to our success,” said
Dr. Brenda Hellyer, San Ja-
cinto College chancellor.

“These generous dona-
tions enhance our ability to
help students in the ways
they need it most. Some face
an unexpected emergency
and need immediate help,
and others are working day
in and day out to overcome
ongoing obstacles like food
insecurity and homeless-
ness. It’s our mission to help
every student achieve their
educational goals, and we
are so grateful to the com-
munity, our partners, and our
employees for helping us do
that.”

One hundred percent of
the funds raised will benefit
San Jac students with imme-
diate needs.

The funds will offset
costs such as tuition, books,
food, clothing, transporta-
tion and child care for stu-
dent recipients, and will also
help the college continue to
provide students with access
to vital campus resources.

“Fortunately, this year’s
fundraising gala—Ilaunched
in January—was originally
planned as an online cam-
paign, so we were able to
continue our efforts during
COVID-19, which has di-
rectly impacted so many
of our students in complex
ways,” said Ruth Keenan,
the foundation’s executive
director. “Our fundraising
efforts became even more
critical in light of the pan-
demic.”

The campus food markets
will be one of the benefactors
from the funds raised, serv-
ing the San Jac student pop-
ulations by distributing food
and meal vouchers to those
in need, even during the col-
lege’s period of altered oper-
ation and online classes. Ac-
cording to the United Health
Foundation and the United
States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA), 14 percent
of Texas households are ex-
periencing food insecurities,
meaning they cannot easily
afford or have limited access
to food.

Other campus resources
like the college’s coat closet
will be bolstered by donated
proceeds, as many San Jac
students utilize the resource
for winter clothing, every-
day clothing and even job
interview outfits.

Students  experiencing
temporary obstacles with
their living situations due to
the pandemic or homeless-
ness will also be aided by
the funds through transpor-
tation support, child care ac-
cess, and tuition assistance,
in addition to the food mar-
kets and coat closet resourc-
es.
According to the National
Alliance to End Homeless-
ness (NAEH), there were an
estimated 25,310 homeless

individuals in Texas in 2019,
with nearly 1,400 unaccom-
panied young adults ages
18-24. San Jacinto College’s
student population of near-
ly 45,000 each year reflects
the statewide demographics
of these at-risk populations,
and the college continues its
mission to meet the needs of
its diverse student body.

In addition to the
$360,500 raised by the col-
lege’s Gala with a Twist
fundraiser, the San Jacin-
to College Foundation ap-
proved $200,000 in emer-
gency funding in March to
assist students with $250
scholarships  during  the
COVID-19 crisis, and nearly
1,200 students have received
the emergency aid to date.
Students affected by the
pandemic also have access
to San Jac emergency aid
grants through the Federal
CARES Act.

Over the past decade, the
San Jacinto College Founda-
tion has raised more than $15
million, awarded more than
12,000 student scholarships,
and helped fund campus and
faculty programs that play
an integral role in helping
San Jac students reach their
educational goals.

The San Jacinto College
Foundation, a nonprofit or-
ganization, is dedicated to
enhancing the level of stu-
dent achievement and excel-
lence at San Jacinto College.
Its purpose is to receive do-
nations, bequests, and gifts,
and to raise private funds to
benefit the people of East
Harris County.

Donations to the foun-
dation are tax deductible to
the extent allowable by law.
For more information about
the foundation, or to make a
donation, please visit sanjac.
edu/foundation, or call 281-
998-6104.

Surrounded by monu-
ments of history, evolving
industries, maritime en-
terprises of today, and the
space age of tomorrow, San
Jacinto College has served
the citizens of East Harris
County since 1961.

San Jacinto College is
among the top 10 commu-
nity colleges in the nation
as designated by the As-
pen Institute for Communi-
ty College Excellence, and
was named an Achieving the
Dream Leader College of
Distinction in 2020.

The college serves ap-
proximately 45,000 credit
and non-credit students an-
nually, and offers more than
200 degrees and certificates
across eight major areas of
study that put students on
a path to transfer to four-
year institutions or enter the
workforce. San Jacinto Col-
lege’s impact on the region
totals $1.3 billion in add-
ed income, which supports
13,044 jobs. The college
is fiscally sound, holding
bond ratings of AA and Aa2
by Standard & Poor’s and
Moody’s.

For  additional
mation about San
cinto College, call 281-
998-6150, or visit san
jac.edu or join the conversa-
tion on Facebook and Twit-
ter.

infor-
Ja-

PISD elects new board officers

The Pasadena Independent School District recently swore in its new board mem-
bers for the 2020-2021 academic year. Vickie Morgan will now serve as board presi-
dent, replacing Marshall Kendrick, who will now serve as a board member. Morgan
presented Kendrick with a gavel for his service as president during the 2019-2020
school year. Mariselle Quijano will now serve as vice president; Fred Roberts will
serve as secretary; Nelda Sullivan will serve as assistant secretary; and Jack Bailey
and Kenny Fernandez will both serve as board members.

A &M creates $100 million fund

For student scholarships

The Texas A&M Universi-
ty System Board of Regents
created a special $100 mil-
lion scholarship fund with
the goal of making the A&M
System’s 11 universities bet-
ter reflect the state’s demo-
graphics.

The scholarship program
addresses diversity and con-
cerns of students who are
first-generation and/or from
low-income families in the
wake of economic uncertain-
ty associated with COVID,
current unemployment rates
and families’ depleted emer-
gency savings.

“Historic challenges call
for historic action,” said
Chairman Elaine Mendoza.
“Given the economic impact
families are enduring across
the state, it is imperative we
act before the fall semester
begins. Our board’s strategic
plan articulates clearly our
commitment to ensuring our
institutions serve a diverse
student body. By doing this
now, our administration has
another tool to support Tex-
ans and enable them to pur-
sue their education.”

The program is in line
with the board’s strategic
plan that promises the A&M
System will remain accessi-

ble and affordable for all stu-
dents, regardless of socioeco-
nomic background.

“The A&M System must
ensure that cost and a lack
of support for diverse stu-
dents do not prevent qualified
students from attending and
finding success at a mem-
ber institution. Too often
we getting out for great kids
by out-of-state schools that
can make larger offers,” said
Chancellor John Sharp. “We
don’t intend to lose under-
represented students to them
without a real serious fight.
The goal is to make A&M
System look like Texas.”

The program provides $10
million annually for schol-
arships to students from all
socioeconomic backgrounds,
particularly to low income,
first-generation and students
from geographically under-
represented regions of Tex-
as. The universities will be
fund raising to help support
this effort. According to the
U.S. Census, the state’s de-
mographics last year broke
down: 41.5 percent white,
39.6 percent Hispanic or
Latino, and 12.8 percent
black or African American.

Though systemwide the
11 universities are within

a few percentage points of
reflecting the state’s demo-
graphic, the student popu-
lation on some individual
campuses skews this data.
The strategic plan calls for all
Texas A&M System univer-
sities to better represent the
population of the state.

“This has been in the
works for years,” said Sharp.
“With financial challenges
from COVID-19, now is the
time to do this.”

The Texas A&M Universi-
ty System is one of the largest
systems of higher education
in the nation with a budget of
$6.3 billion.

The system is a statewide
network of 11 universities; a
comprehensive health science
center; eight state agencies,
including the Texas Division
of Emergency Management;
and the RELLIS campus.

The Texas A&M System
educates more than 151,000
students and makes more
than 22 million additional
educational contacts through
service and outreach pro-
grams each year. System-
wide, research and develop-
ment expenditures exceeded
$1 billion in FY 2019 and
helped drive the state’s econ-
omy.

CCISD OKs recommendations

Continued from Page 1

— Extend the school day to
implement health and safety
protocols, as needed (i.e. 10
minutes).

— Communicate return to
school calendar and schedule
options and all health/safety
protocols.

Committee charge 2: Con-
sider delivery models of in-
struction to address the chal-
lenges associated with social
distancing and the pandemic
that will lead to high levels of
academic achievement with
an understanding that future
and potential school calendar
disruptions are possible.

Approved recommenda-
tions include:

— Emphasize the critical
importance of teachers devel-
oping positive relationships
with students and parents in
all learning environments.

— Embed social and emo-
tional learning expectations
in all environments to ensure
positive, supportive teach-
er-student, teacher-parent and
student-student relationships
are developed/maintained.

Implement teacher profes-
sional learning on how to de-
velop and maintain high lev-
els of academic engagement
for in-person, in-person/dis-
tance-learning hybrid and dis-
tance learning, including build-
ing a learning community.

— Assist teachers to fully
utilize its learning, including
the integration of Microsoft
Teams.

— Establish class expecta-
tions and routines from the
start of the school year for
students to use its learning.

— Enhance distance learn-
ing through improved in-
structional ~ resources that
allow for synchronous and
asynchronous options.

— Implement ongoing
training on distance learning
for students and parents.

Know regulations for shooting

Continued from Page 1
the adjoining municipality.

In this instance, the City
of  Friendswood  worked
jointly with the City of Hous-
ton, the City of Pearland and
Harris County. At that time,
state law dictated that a gov-
erning body may exercise
ETJ up to 5,000 feet outside
their established jurisdic-
tion. The fireworks booths in
question were located 1,800
feet outside the Friendswood

— Develop optional and
targeted learning opportu-
nities outside of traditional
school hours.

— Utilize the CCISD grad-
ing system to reflect learning
and recognize high levels of
student achievement in all
learning environments.

— Enhance lesson engage-
ment to increase motiva-
tion for in-person and dis-
tance-learning opportunities.

Committee charge 3: Ad-
dress the physical and emo-
tional health of all students
and staff in all areas of oper-
ations, including transporta-
tion, child nutrition, and ex-
tracurricular programs.

Approved recommenda-
tions include:

—Develop/implement
health/safety protocols that
address: health/safety pol-
icies and practices; basic
health screenings for students
and staff, personal protective
measures; stay—at—home re-
quirements; return-to-school
requirements; cleaning/dis-
infecting facilities, vehicles,
furniture and equipment;
safety equipment, as appro-
priate, for use in district facil-
ities and vehicles; respiratory
hygiene; hand washing/sani-
tizing; and social distancing.

—Develop individual facil-
ity schedules/plans based on
the unique floor plan of each
building.

—Develop/implement
mental health supports for
students and employees.

—Provide trauma-sensitive
professional learning for all
staff.

— Work collaboratively with
parents to develop individual-
ized health plans for each stu-
dent who is high risk/medical-
ly fragile/immune deficient.

— Work collaboratively
with employees to develop
individualized health plans
for each employee who is

city limits, which extends
to Beamer and Dixie Farm
Road.

In 2015, however, Sen.
Eddie Lucio Jr. of Browns-
ville drafted Senate Bill
1593, which states a munic-
ipality may only prohibit
the sale of fireworks within
its own boundaries. The bill
passed and was subsequently
signed into law by Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott.

The sale of fireworks along

Remember When

40 years ago (1980)

The three-year squab-
ble between the only re-
maining local member
of the Sagemont Mainte-
nance Committee and the
Sagemont Civic Club was
reportedly close to being re-
solved.

Two South Belt area
beauties, Angela Shiflett
and Jill Miller, competed
for the title of Miss Texas in
Fort Worth. Shiflett compet-
ed as Miss Duncanville and
Miller as Miss Pasadena.

35 years ago (1985)

The Brio Site Task Force
was conducting an exten-
sive environmental study re-

quired by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

The board of regents of
San Jacinto College accept-
ed a petition requesting the
deannexation of the north
campus from the system,
and they approved a salary
increase for district employ-
ees.
The interim Pasadena In-
dependent School District
superintendent was prepar-
ing to relinquish his job to
the new superintendent Dr.
Lon Luty.

30 years ago (1990)

A 27-year-old woman
died from stab wounds in an
attack in her home in Wood-

meadow.

A 10-foot boa constrictor
attached itself to a car chas-
sis to escape the heat. It was
finally caught by its owner.

A Houston grand jury
subpoenaed food service
purchasing records of the
Pasadena Independent
School District.

Representatives of the
Brio Site Task Force said
they would welcome a
health survey of the prob-
lems associated with the
Brio site.

South  Houston High
School principal James Bar-
ber said requests by parents
and teachers prompted him
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SEN. LARRY TAYLOR MARKS 60TH

Special birthday wishes are sent from fami-
ly and friends to Texas Sen. Larry Taylor who
celebrated his 60th birthday June 24. Taylor
is a lifelong Texan and Baylor University grad
who has served the community as a business-
man and as a state senator.

ABIGAIL TURNS EIGHT!

Best wishes for a happy birthday Friday,
July 3, are sent to Abigail Durham who
turns eight years old from parents Courtney
and Chris Durham, brother Jackson
and baby sister Penelope; aunt Kimberly
Flickinger; grandparents Fred and Leslie
Flickinger;  great-grandmother  Olive
Falkowski; great-grandfather John Fairchild;
great-grandparents Marie and David
Flickinger; and great-uncle David Flickinger
(Leader president) and his wife Ellie.

NOAH TURNS FIVE!

Best wishes for a great fifth birthday Sunday,
July 5, are sent to Noah Abarca from parents
Natalie and Jose Abarca; brother Kelvin
Lopez, sisters Elliana and Isabella Abarca;
great-grandmother Kina Reyes; grandpar-
ents David Flickinger (Leader president) and
wife Ellie; and great-grandparents Marie and
David Flickinger.

BIRTHDAY CHEERS FOR CHERYL

Local author Cheryl Bolen of Green Tee,
formerly of Sagemont, is wished a happy
birthday July 8. Sending best wishes are her
husband John; son Bo, Leader staff member;
son John; and family and friends in the South
Belt area.

ROBERT ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY

Robert Griffin of San Antonio will cel-
ebrate a birthday July 8. Robert is wished
a great day by his grandparents, Leader
co-founder Bobby and her husband Kenneth
Griffin; and other family members in the
South Belt area.

SCHOOL DAZE

The following personnel and staff members

of the Pasadena Independent School District

celebrate birthdays July 2 through July 8,
2020.
Atkinson Elementary
July 3 is the day for a memorable birthday
and a double-layer cake for Evelia Nieves
and Giselle Ortega.
Burnett Elementary
Amy Vasquez celebrates a birthday July 2.
The day for an Independence Day celebration
and birthday party for Eliezer Torres is July
4. Blow out the birthday candles for Amanda
Lee on July 8.
Frazier Elementary
Stacy Anthony marks a birthday July 2.
July 7 is the day for a double-layer cake for
Cecelia Elizarraras and Patricia Perez.
Genoa Elementary
Join in the birthday celebration July 2 for
Sugell Orocio. Sing a happy birthday song
July 3 to Alejandra Alcala. Join in the birth-
day celebration July 7 for Debra Rice.
Meador Elementary
Celebrating a birthday July 8 is Sanjuanita
Mercado. July 4 is the day for a birthday party
and fireworks for Derenda Dehoyos.
South Belt Elementary
Send a special birthday card July 2 to
Audra Taylor.
Stuchbery Elementary
Blow out the birthday candles July 3 for
Cheryl Wilson. Light the birthday candles
July 6 for Cristel Hines. Best wishes for a
wonderful birthday July 7 are sent to Susan
Brady and Johnny Tsikis. Denise Palos
marks a birthday July 8.
Melillo Middle School
Celebrating a birthday July 2 is Stacy
Anthony. Fireworks will fly July 4 on Maria
Ojed’s birthday. Joey Bernsen enjoys a birth-
day July 5. Marking a birthday July 6 is Sherry
Gates.
Beverly Hills Intermediate
Lamona Lemarr and Lauren Lester enjoy
a double-fun birthday July 2. Send a happy
birthday greeting July 3 to William Agan.

Blow out the sparkler candles on a birthday

cake July 4 for Bethany Wilson. Send a birth-

day greeting July 5 to Cecillee Williams.
Thompson Intermediate

Marking a birthday July 3 is Yadira Lozano.
Join in a double-fun birthday celebration July
5 for Nicole Cannon and Steven Reyes.

Dobie High

Celebrating a special birthday July 8 is
Mary Sanchez.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

The Leader sends birthday wishes to
friends. For those wanting a birthday men-
tioned in this section, email mynews @ south-
beltleader.com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate
Birthdays” in the subject line by Friday noon
for the next week’s publication.

Thursday, July 2: Mary Collins, Brent
Garza, Carrie Ramos, Leslie Eaton, Paul
Staton, Randy Weber, Eddie Shields, Darrel
Black and Carolyn Benitez-Pineda; Friday,
July 3: Nancy Smith, Frank Castillo, Bill
Phenix and Benny Outland; Saturday, July
4: Detric Bowie, Tina Garrett, Bob Shaw,
April Smith, Miles Thomas and Brent
McCrary; Sunday, July 5: Stacey Imboden,
Jeanette Tickell, Chris Constance, Shannon
Raymond Covington, Francisco Campos,
Elindabeth Kolar, James Notias, John
Colunga, Ashley Chapman and Stacey
Buchanan; Monday, July 6: Teri Perkins,
Cristel Anne, Lisa Shepherd, Bonnie
Miller, Wally Barbier and Cristel Lasater;
Tuesday, July 7: Christopher Poole, Beth
Pope, Petrea Phenix, Sarah Wingo, Shawn
Shockley, Gloria Martinez, Julie Valenti
and Larry Bowden; and Wednesday, July 8:
Sammy Shimfessel, James Cook, Denise
Patterson, Margie Remely, Zul-Tan Jackson,
Erik Valdez, and Shannon Lawrence.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email birthday, anniversary, vacation,
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

to withdraw his retirement
resignation.
25 years ago (1995)

Pasadena  Independent
School District students in
grades 3 — 7 surpassed the
previous year’s TAAS (Tex-
as Assessment of Academic
Skills) test scores. South
Belt students topped district
averages on every test.

Clear Brook High junior
Julie Carr won first place in
the Visual Arts Scholastic
Event’s statewide compe-
tition. Her entry was a col-
ored pencil drawing.

20 years ago (2000)

Winners of the 13th an-
nual July Fourth Parade in-
cluded: Commercial — Tar-
get, Randalls and Girl Scout
Troop 161; noncommer-
cial — Sagemont Cowgirls,
Kirkwood South Christian
Church and King of Glory
Lutheran Church.

Two Dobie students,
Adam Witas and Lam
Nguyen, were named Na-
tional Merit Scholars.

15 years ago (2005)

Houston Mayor Bill
White appeared in the annu-
al Fourth of July parade for
the third consecutive year.

Community leaders were
preparing for the Base Re-
alignment and Closure hear-
ings. The first would be held
locally at Ellington, and
the second would be in San
Antonio. A local delega-
tion was trying to convince
BRAC to leave the Texas
Air National Guard at El-
lington for local and nation-
al security.

The PISD board of trust-
ees put an end to rumors re-
garding superintendent Dr.
Rick Schneider’s retirement
by renewing his contract for
an additional six months.

San  Jacinto  College
South was named one of
two 10-year founding insti-
tutions to participate in a
national funding known as
the “Foundations of Excel-
lence in the First College
Year.” The program would
be used to refine the overall
approach to educating new
students.

Weber Elementary teach-
er Ronald Wach was named
the Clear Creek Independent
School District’s Teacher of
the Year for the elementary
level by the Space Center
Rotary Club.

Former Sageglen res-
ident Rick Carr unveiled
a full-sized replica of the

Liberty Bell at a service at
Sagemont Church.
10 years ago (2010)

A 6-year-old boy who
had recently completed
kindergarten at Stuchbery
Elementary died after re-
portedly being beaten by his
estranged father. According
to Houston Police Depart-
ment officials, Tekkerrious
“T.K.” Jackson had asked
his mother, Lucy Jackson
Adams, 30, of Sagemont, if
he could spend the summer
with his father, Alex Mc-
Gowen Duncan, in an effort
to bond with him. Police say
that when Jackson failed to
go to sleep as instructed by
his father, he was repeatedly
struck in the chest by Dun-
can, 34, who resided in the
4900 block of Polk.

5 years ago (2015)

An alligator was captured
from the pond at the River-
stone Ranch subdivision.
The creature had instilled
fear in many homeowners
who thought it might be a
threat to their children or
pets. After multiple com-
plaints to Harris County and
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department proved fruitless
in removing the animal,
local residents contacted
Chris Stephens, also known
as “Gator Chris,” from Van-
Mor Properties, the compa-
ny responsible for manag-
ing the Riverstone Ranch
homeowners  association.
Stephens used a traditional
fishing rod and reel to catch
the alligator, which was
released to a conservation
farm in El Campo.

1 year ago (2019)

A groundbreaking cer-
emony was held to cele-
brate the beginning of work
on Phase 1 of the Hous-
ton Spaceport at Ellington
Airport. Phase 1 of con-
struction was designed to
provide the necessary infra-
structure to attract potential
tenants of the future facility,
the tenth to be licensed in
the nation. Once complete,
the new spaceport will fea-
ture sub-orbital commercial
flights, zero-gravity scien-
tific and medical research,
astronaut training and de-
velopment, space tourism
and more. San Jacinto Col-
lege also announced its plan
to construct a satellite cam-
pus on the Houston Space-
port grounds to provide
aerospace industry work-
force training.

high risk/ medically fragile/
immune deficient or cares for
someone who is medically
fragile/immune deficient.

— Develop health/safety
protocols for each extracur-
ricular activity and student
organizations.

— Analyze/select addi-
tional safety equipment, as
appropriate, for use in each
extracurricular activity and
student organizations.

— Clean and disinfect fa-
cilities, vehicles, furniture
and in accordance with health
regulations and guidelines.

— Verify the safety/health
measures of facilities out-
side of the district and make
appropriate plans/mitigation
strategies to adjust accord-
ingly and ensure consistency
prior to travel.

Committee Charge 4: Mit-
igate the digital divide among
students within Clear Creek
ISD service area.

Approved recommenda-
tions:

— Provide enhanced com-
munication, both in quality/
frequency, between teachers
and parents.

— Consolidate communi-
cation to parents of second-
ary students from multiple
teachers to a single commu-
nication platform.

— Deploy 1-to-1 laptop

computers to students in
grades 4 and 5.

— Determine broadband
and computer access needs
for students in grades PK-3
and broadband access needs
for students in grades 4-12
through Back-to-School sur-
vey data.

— Provide training for par-
ents on the use of CCISD on-
line learning software and re-
sources.

— Make campus comput-
er labs available for students
during extended hours while
adhering to all health/safety
protocols.

— Provide transportation
services for students in areas
without internet service to
bring them to school to uti-
lize computer labs.

— Create a mobile comput-
er lab with hotspots and lap-
tops.

— Publicize CCISD out-
door wireless locations.

— Partner with communi-
ty centers to provide CCISD
access points for students to
connect securely.

— Partner with community
organizations to fund the do-
nation of hot spots and com-
puters to families in need.

To learn more about the
committee’s work and plans
for August 2020, visit www.
ccisd.net/reopen.

Early voting set

Continued from Page 1
ber general election.

Residents may cast their
ballots at any early polling
location. Harris County res-
idents may also now vote at
any polling location on Elec-
tion Day.

Nearby early voting lo-
cations include the Harris
County annex at 10851 Scars-
dale and Beamer; the east
Harris County Activity Cen-

Beamer has been an ongoing,
controversial and confusing
issue — even among law en-
forcement.

In July 2008, City of
Houston officials errone-
ously issued more than 30
citations on the stretch of
Beamer between Astoria and
Dixie Farm, as the north-
bound side of the street fell in
the fireworks ban area, while
the southbound side did not.
With the help of the Leader
staff, the tickets were later
dismissed.

Fireworks have long been
forbidden within the city lim-
its, and in the last decade, the
Clear Brook City and Sage-
meadow municipal utility
districts have both entered
into strategic  partnership
agreements with the City
of Houston, prohibiting the
practice.

Transporting fireworks —
even in municipalities where
their sale is prohibited — is
also now easier, thanks to a
bill authored in 2013 by Lu-
cio’s son, Eddie Lucio III,
who serves as a state rep-
resentative in Brownsville.
House Bill 1813 states it is
now lawful in the state to
transport the items, provided
they are kept in a nonpassen-
ger area of the vehicle, such
as a trunk or hatchback.

Should one still get

ter at 7340 Spencer Highway
in Pasadena; and the Freeman
Branch Library at 16616 Di-
ana Lane in the Clear Lake
area. Polling hours are 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. through July 2; 10
am. to 7 p.m. July 5; 7 am.
to 7 p.m. July 6 through July
9; and 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. July
10.

To see a complete list of
polling locations, visit harris
votes.org.

fireworks

charged with possession of
fireworks within the city lim-
its, fines can range anywhere
from $500 to $2,000 for each
individual item.

In 2007, the state raised
the minimum age to purchase
fireworks from 12 to 16. Par-
ents of offending minors can
also be fined, even if they are
unaware their children are
breaking the law.

Local subdivisions locat-
ed within the city of Houston
include Sagemont, Sagemont
Park, Kirkwood, Genoa, Bev-
erly Hills, Rainbow Valley,
Eastridge Terrace, Sycamore
Valley, Scarsdale and King’s
Place.

Subdivisions not within
Houston city limits and under
Harris County’s control in-
clude Clear Brook Meadows,
College Place, Riverstone
Ranch, Woodmeadow 1 and
II, Highland Meadow, Ashley
Pointe, Blackhawk, Meadows
of Clear Creek, Sagemeadow,
Estates of Green Tee, Sage-
glen, Kirkmont and Kirk-
wood South.

The Bella Vita, Villa
D’Este and Villa Verde subdi-
visions are located within the
City of Pearland.

The annual South Belt
fireworks display held at El
Franco Lee Park will not be
held this year due to the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic.

Largest selection of
wige in Tevas!

FEATURING
EsTETICA
DESIGNS
WIGS & EXTENSIONS RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION
The Right BRA, HAR ADOHIONS

The Right Form! by JODEE
Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After
Breast Surgery Needs.
Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street
League City
281-332-6407

more drivers.

Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1201159

State Farm” offers more discounts to

Get to a better State’.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East ® Houston, TX 77089
Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com
M,T, W, Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am
After Hours by Appointment

o StateFarm®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
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DIXIE DELI

Pany SpeciaL - 69.99

364A FM 1959
(between |-45 & Hwy 3)
281-484-3083

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

6~ Po-Boy, Crirs & Prink

Live Music - Gospel Brunch - Every Weekend

" 8405 Almeda Genoa Rd.
Suite M
Houston TX 77075

Tues. - Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am - Midnight
Sun. 11am-5pm

CaII_Ahead 713-485-4771

USA KARATE

Now Enrolling for the Summer
2020 School Age Program

Call for our weekly rate specials!

« KARATE COME LEARN:
TRAINING "= 7 «RESPECT
FIELDTRIPS & ) *FOCUS
= + CONFIDENCE
» pr— vy * DISCIPLINE
5 [t + AND MORE

Jackson-led UMHB sees 2016 national crown vacated

The NCAA notified the
University of Mary Har-
din-Baylor that the Infrac-
tion Appeals Committee
has denied the University’s
appeal and will uphold the
Committee on Infraction’s
vacation of records penalty
for the 2016 and 2017 foot-
ball seasons.

As a result, the Cru's
2016 Stagg Bowl national
championship win, led by
star quarterback and Do-
bie High School graduate
Blake Jackson, has been
vacated.

“This process has tak-
en more than two years
to complete, and we are
deeply disappointed by
this final decision,” said
Dr. Randy O’Rear, UMHB
president.

“We believe it is a harsh
penalty, especially for all

11101 Resource Pkwy. 281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109 832-736-9006

We have space available at each location

Toni Muse

Moving Families
For 30 Years!

GREEN AND
ASSOCIATES

REALTORS®

Bay Knoll Clear Lake beauty, 4-2.5-2
beautifully updated! $284,900.

Sold in only 2 days!

281-389-6519

At right, Dobie High
graduate Blake Jack-
son (7) was named the
Most Valuable Player
of the 2016 Stagg Bowl
as he led Mary Hardin-
Baylor to a 10-7 win
over Wisconsin Oskosh
for the Division III na-
tional championship.
However, the Cru has
been forced to vacate
its 2016 and 2017 wins
for using an ineligible
player those seasons.
The Cru also had Do-
bie graduates Reggie
Wilson and Reginald
Cole on the 2016 squad
that produced a per-
fect 15-0 record that
season.

UMHB photo

the student-athletes who
had no part in the infrac-
tions.

“Today’s decision could
cause serious concern
about whether the current
NCAA enforcement sys-
tem will encourage or dis-
courage cultures of integ-
rity and self-reporting for
those facing similar situa-
tions in the future.

“As soon as we became
aware of rules violations,
we took immediate and
decisive action and we
self-reported to the NCAA.

“But in the end, stu-
dent-athletes who had
nothing to do with the vi-
olations have been stripped
of their team accomplish-
ments by the NCAA.”

O’Rear stated, “Al-
though this was not the
outcome we had hoped for,

this decision does not de-
tract in any way from the
stellar performance of our
2016 and 2017 football
teams.

“It does not take away
the dedication and deter-
mination our student-ath-
letes exhibited both on and
off the field to achieve their

goals.
“Their accomplish-
ments are an extreme

source of pride to UMHB
and to our community as a
whole.”

On April 9, 2018, the
University self-report-
ed rules violations to the
NCAA’s enforcement of-
fice regarding impermis-
sible transportation to two
football student-athletes.
The rules violations result-
ed in one student-athlete
being ineligible to partici-

pate in the 2016 and 2017
seasons.

The case was reviewed
through the NCAA Sum-
mary Disposition  pro-
cess, a collaborative effort
in which the University,
Football Head Coach Pete
Fredenburg, and NCAA
enforcement staff agreed
upon the facts of the viola-
tions.

The lack of dispute al-
lowed the NCAA’s Com-
mittee on Infractions to
proceed without a formal
hearing.

The COI released its re-
port on October 10, 2019.
The committee accepted
all of UMHB’s corrective
actions and self-imposed
penalties, which included a
two-year probation period
for the football program,
enhanced compliance

training, and a $2,500 fine.

Additionally, UMHB
suspended Fredenburg
for three months without
pay and for the first three
games of 2018.

However, the COI add-
ed a penalty of vacating
wins and records during
the 2016 and 2017 football
seasons, including the 2016
Division III national cham-
pionship, which UMHB
promptly appealed.

In that game, Jackson
rushed for 119 yards and
a touchdown and passed
for 171 as UMHB defeated
Wisconsin-Oshkosh  10-7
for the crown. Dobie grad—
uates Reggie Wilson and
Reginald Cole were also
Cru players.

The COI declined to re-
move the added penalty,

Continued on Page 6

Dobie staff urges physicals

During this break in the action for high school
athletics, the Dobie coaching staff is reminding stu-
dent athletes now is the perfect time to arrange for an
athletics physical that is required to be on file within
the athletic department no later than Aug. 1. Urgent
Clinics Medical Care is offering the physicals to Dobie
students for $20 each. A convenient location is 8498 S.
Sam Houston Parkway. The phone number is 832-831-
3974. Students are asked to enter the building with just
one parent or guardian due to COVID-19 social-dis-
tancing guidelines.

Austin Frederick Il

Financial Advisor

Edward Jones
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

281-232-0128

17320 Grand Pkwy., Suite C « Sugarland, Texas 77479
austin.frederick@edwardjones.com « www.edwardjones.com

s mm mm COUPON "= == == my

FOUNDATION REPAIR
I$200 OFF |
[ (on iobs $2,500 & up) SEWER REPAIR |

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
I I I B B B .

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations

2814795247 oy

FREE ESTIMATES
m’{‘ﬂﬁm 10943 SCARSDALE
281-922-1477

To-Go Orders!
281-922-1477

25% of Dine-In Seating
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

Visit Dur Wehsite www.papagayosgrill.com

COVID-19 spike could affect fall sports

The reality of an Aug.
3 start to preseason high

Celebrating Our 38™ Year

Our Burgers are the Original
“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

281-481-1491

Special Hours 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Dine in, Drive-thru, Phone orders or Delivery

ENTIRE MENU SERVED ALL DAY

Brown Bag Special

school football and volley-
ball workouts across the
start was tossed back into
question June 25 and then
a day later as Harris Coun-
ty officials announced,
among other things, strict-
er social-distancing guide-
lines moving forward.

Up to June 25, many
school districts statewide,
including both  Clear
Creek ISD and Pasadena
ISD, had allowed summer
strength and conditioning
and sport-specific work-
outs to go on. That much
is well known.

But with the June 25
announcement surround-
ing a significant spike of
COVID-19 cases in the

county came a scramble
to shut down workouts as
most, if not all, Houston
area school districts, halt-
ed such workouts immedi-
ately.

A day later, city of-

ficials were also given
leniency to forbid social
gatherings involving 100
Or more persons.
Other than a dramatic
spike in COVID-19 cas-
es countywide in recent
days, there are few facts
and sureties. But there are
now issues to consider that
involve high school athlet-
ics.

Many school districts,
including Pasadena ISD,
designated July 13 as a

restart date for summer
workouts, yet that was
before Harris County de-
livered its gloomy Level 1,
or Red stage of guidelines.

Specifically where it in-
volves high school sports,
many parents, and surely
school district officials,
could be wary of moving
forward with workouts,
which clearly involves
gatherings.

The University Inter-
scholastic League still has
Aug. 3 designated as the
official start of the presea-
son for football and vol-
leyball, and cross-country
and fall team tennis work-
outs are due to be going by

Continued on Page 6

Sold § Team

281-464-SOLD
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More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

P
RE/MAY

Realty
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LENDER
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PAYCHECK PROTECTION
PROGRAM
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pexan B

Bd TEXAN BANK

BANKING TO THE N™ DEGREE.

Houston * Friendswood ¢ Clear Lake
Sugar Land ¢ River Oaks
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WWW. TEXANBANK.COM
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EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

BAFL sets new workout
start; season opens Sept. 5

The Bay Area Football
League season is closer to
reality, albeit with a delayed
start time and regular season
reduction.

Following careful con-
sideration, BAFL officials
on June 25 announced via
Facebook that teams will be-
gin preseason training and
practices Aug. 15, while an
eight-game regular season
will kick off Sept. 5 and run
consecutively with no bye
weeks.

This outline follows what

BAFL athletic director Den-
ny Wranich previously told
the Leader just might play
out. While the league will
miss out on two regular sea-
son games in addition to the
bye, this plan will allow for
more working room now,
if needed, but also keep the
league in line with the post-
season schedule, including
the Super Bowl round at
Rice Stadium November 22.

The Facebook announce-
ment added that more details
will come in the following

Dobie graduate earns
TGCA Hall induction

Dobie High School grad-
uate Laneigh Clark, perhaps
best well known profession-
ally for her accomplishments
as neighboring Pearland High
School’s varsity softball head
coach, has earned a special
honor.

Clark, a winner of 697
games in her career and hold-
er of the 2010 state champi-
onship with the “Lady O’s,”
is set to be inducted into the
Texas Girls Coaches Associ-
ation Hall of Fame.

The ceremony was to have
taken place this summer in
Arlington but has been post-
poned due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

Clark, now 56, was a
softball standout in her own
right as a youth but graduated

well before softball became
a competitive sport in Texas
high schools.

She played on three dif-
ferent Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity teams that reached
the college World Series and
eventually settled into coach-
ing.

In 22 seasons at Pearland,
Clark has experienced just
one season without a playoff
berth. Her 2009 team reached
the state final and in 2010 the
Lady Oilers returned from
Austin with the state champi-
onship trophy.

The 2011 squad also
reached state. Clark will no
doubt eclipse 700 career wins
in 2021 but has no immediate
plans to end what is now a
Hall of Fame career.

weeks, including a league-
wide game schedule as well
as guidelines in all phases,
including player, cheer, drill
and mascot safety measures.
The 2020 field of BAFL
teams will count 16, with the
Galveston Hurricanes, An-
gleton Wildcats and Pearland
Oilers set to join the mix.
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The Works
Includes

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
* Underbody Rinse

o Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

o Clear Coat Protectant

© Install New Oil Filter

© Complete Chassis Lube

© Check Brake Fluid

o Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

Kwik Kar.
LUBE « AUTO REPAIR
CARWASH

Now HiriNG CasHiErs, Car Wasu NOW available!!

PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

* Rain-Guard

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

o Clear Coat Protectant

*MoNTHLY UNLiMmiTED WasH PLaNs (PER VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
o Check &Fill Transmission Fluid
o Check Air Pressure in all Tires
© Check Gear Boxes

 Check Battery Fluid

o Vacuum Interior

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES

(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)
All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait
shuttle service

Not valid with any other discount.
**shuttle service c—
only available 11210 Scarsdale =
within a 5 mile (Between 1-45 & Beamer) ISLAND BREEZE
radius** 281-484-5945 :

s35

* Check & Fill Windshield Washer

 Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
* Check Breather Element

Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Qil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 7/23/20.

Off Auto
Alignment

10

With coupon only. No reproductions.

“Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Express
Exterior

* Wash
« High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

Includes “Express
Exterior” Plus

o Tri-Color Wax

* Wheel Cleaning

(In Tunnel) 529

° Underbody Rinse  *yonthly

‘Monthly

$29.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash

* Check PCV Valve

 Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
o Check Belts

 Check Wiper Blades




Page 6, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, July 2, 2020

Rojas signs with

At right, Dobie class
of 2020 graduate Gabe
Rojas secured his base-
ball future, officially
signing a letter of intent
to continue his educa-
tion and playing career
at LeTourneau Univer-
sity after helping Dobie
to a strong start this
spring before the shut-
down.

LeTourneau University

Swing Queens
6U undefeated,

At left, the South Belt-based Swing Queens
went undefeated and took first place at
the Summer Sizzler 2020 Invitational in
Spring. Members of the team included, left
to right, (front row) Isabella Granados;
Sydney Logan; Shannon Logan; Kinley
Brister; (middle row) Sophia Paz; Miran-
da Coronado; Isabelle Gutierrez; Brianna
Quiroga; Arianna Quiroga; (back row) Je-
sus Paz, assistant coach; Manuel Corona-
do, assistant coach; Pedro Gutierrez, head
. coach; and Armando Quiroga, assistant
4 coach.

Coronavirus
concerns continue

Continued from Page 5
then as well.

Yet now more than at any time during this
month’s-long pandemic, a delay is a possibil-
ity. It's a calendar issue if nothing else. Open-
ing night for varsity football isn't until Aug. 27,
with Dobie and Clear Brook set to go Aug. 28.
But the volleyball season is due to begin Aug.
11. Whether or not that happens is now as iffy
as ever.

win sizzle

San Jac’s Little signs with Cubs

San Jacinto College’s Luke Little is officially a member of the Chicago Cubs or-
ganization after signing with the team for a reported signing bonus of more than
$400,000 late last month. A hard-throwing lefty who projects as a reliever, Little
was selected in the fourth round of the draft after two seasons at San Jacinto Col-
lege. He had signed to attend the University of South Carolina but chose to turn
professional after going to the Cubs.

LEADER READERS
HELP WANTED

company

Jackson’s UMHB team loses appeal

NOW HIRING
SERVICE
TECHNICIANS
For a local well
established sign

« Electrical/Electronic experience

Entry level full time job.
* Answering phones

e Basic computer work.
* Pull permits, etc.

Call 713-898-6670

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center

HELP WANTED

CLOTHING
NEW CLOTHING
BRAND Eternal/Texan
L.L.C. www.eternal/
texan.com. Show Texas
pride without saying a
word. For those born,
raised, reside, in Texas.
Call 346-250-7808  7-2

COMPUTER

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words
- $10 for 1 week * 3 Weeks - $27

black tabby. Male, orange
& white tabby. 8 weeks
old. Dewormed. Can
bring to you. 281-481-
1717. 7-9
FREE KITTENS. Two yel-
low males, 6 weeks old.
One blue-eyed & one
green-eyed. Call 281-
948-1514. 7-2

COMPUTER REPAIR.
South Belt Area. Free
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal
with a Technician, Not a

Salesman. Call Harry
713-991-1355. 8-6
PETS

FREE KITTENS to loving
home. Female, silver &

LAWN & GARDEN

Continued from Page 5
and UMHB filed a final ap-
peal to the NCAA’s Infrac-
tions Appeal Committee
(IAC) in December 2019.
The NCAA recently in-
formed the University of the
denial of that final appeal.

“This decision will hurt
for a long time,” said coach
Fredenburg, “but I have
learned from this experi-
ence, and our program will
continue to move forward
and build on our legacy
going into the 2020 season
and beyond.”

“The  University of

Mary Hardin-Baylor re-
mains fully committed to
compliance with NCAA
rules,” said O’Rear.

“Our University and
our football program have
much to be proud of, de-
spite this disappointing de-

LICENSED, INSURED,
AFFORDABLE
© FREE ESTIMATES

Professional Trimming,
Shaping, Removal

Is seeking experienced full time
a pIUS and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs
.. . and LVNSs. If you want to work in a —
cision. | * Must be 25 years old with good | |dmanicand uiiling team “ADRIANS
“We deeply appreciate .. environment, then Baywood ; A
b sugout o swer | dliving record g ERUCES gy
Y - . We offer competitive pay rates Y

Crualumni and fansaround | o Background & drug screening | |aneneits
thﬁ? countr.y who_firmly H d Please stop by and complete an 71 3'501 '01 84
united behind UMHB and requireq. application at 5020 Space Center

our student-athletes.”

Clear Brook sopho-
more-to-be Landon Hunt
came up big June 17 for his
Marucci Elite Texas select
baseball team, blasting a
pair of home runs, including
a grand slam, as part of a 3

Brook's Hunt enjoys big day

for 4 afternoon.

Hunt was Brook's start-
ing shortstop at the varsi-
ty level as a freshman and
was off to a solid start in all
phases of the game before
the shutdown.

Call: 713-944-6200
Or Email Resume to:
Brigitte @ specorp.com

Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800

SERVICES
HANDYMAN. Exterior
painting, wood fences,
pressure washing, gutter
cleaning, landscaping
and mulch. Affordable
prices. Free estimates.
832-406-0183. 7-2
PRESSURE WASHING!
Free Estimates. Call
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 7-23

Support

Leader
Advertisers

KR H KK HHK

Read us
24/7 at
www.south-

beltleader.
com

SEEKING ELECTION VOLUNTEERS
TO ASSIST WITH THE CAMPAIGN FOR
CONSTABLE LT. JERRY GARCIA
Must be inspiring and energetic ready to assist
the campaign. There are three shifts available
from June 29 - July 14. Students may earn volun-
teer hours for school. Call 281-841-4547.

CALENDAR

Due to the current public health situation, it is advis-
able to verify if meetings are still being held prior to
attending. Since Gov. Greg Abbott has initiated
Strike Force for the reopening of Texas some groups
have resumed their meetings. For Alcoholics
Anonymous meetings in the area, visit https:/
aahouston.org/meetings. For Narcotics Anonymous
(NA) meetings, visit www.hascona.com. For Al-Anon
meetings, visit www.houstonalanon.org/meetings.
html.
THURSDAY, JULY 2

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/ for additional information.

7:30 a.m.

Rotary Club of Pearland — Virtual meeting Thursday,
7:30 a.m., online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81372891968. Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. Additional
information for the event is on the Pearland Chamber of
Commerce website under the calendar tab.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at
https://aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For
additional information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Women’s Group, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland,
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For additional
information, call the church at 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

FRIDAY, JULY 3

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/ for additional information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland,
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For additional
information, call 713-661-4200 or visit the website www.
hascona.com.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom —Due to the current
health situation, all in-person synagogue events are can-

celed. The synagogue is closed until further notice. All
services will be performed online. Join the Friday night
service at 7 p.m. or the Saturday Shabbat at 9:30 a.m.
service on a computer, tablet or smartphone by using the
GoToMeeting app and accessing the link https://www.go-
tomeet.me/cshonline with the access code 471-821-285.
For those who don’t have a computer, services may be ac-
cessed by calling (+1)-571-317-3122 for more information.
For members who wish to download a copy of the prayer
book for the online service, visit https://www.shaarha
shalom.org/prayer-book-for-online-service.html.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group — meets at CrossRoads
UMC Fridays at 8 p.m., when the church reopens. Family
members and friends of problem drinkers/addicts learn
Al-Anon principles and discover choices available. For
additional information, call 281-484-9243 or visit the web-
site at http://www.houstonalanon.org/meetings.html.

INDEPENDENCE DAY
SATURDAY, JULY 4
7:30 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. For addi-
tional information, call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://
aahouston.org/meetings/.
MONDAY, JULY 6

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at
https://aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For
additional information, call 713-686-6300.

6:30 p.m.

Toastmasters — The Young Professionals Southeast
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! Meeting is
Mondays, 6:30 — 7:30 p.m., at the website, https://youngpro
fessionalstoastmasters.com/.Young Professionals SE
Toastmasters Club is committed to its member’s safety
during this National Emergency and will conduct virtual
meetings every Monday (except holidays), effective
3/16/2020, to ensure its members continue their journey to
becoming confident communicators and leaders. To be a
guest at the virtual meeting, select the “contact us” button
on our home page menu (www.youngprofessionalstoast

masters.com) to obtain access to our virtual meeting plat-
form. For information, call Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or
Carolyn Carmichael at 832-372-3565.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Saint Luke’s Group
12-Step Recovery is meeting outdoors temporarily near
the tennis courts behind St. Luke’s at 7 p.m., weather
permitting. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or Rita
at 281-309-2801.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group — gives coping
skills in a non-threatening environment to adults who have
lost a loved one to suicide. For additional information,
email LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or visit www.crisishotline.
org or call 832-416-1177.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518),
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For
additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.has
cona.com.

TUESDAY, JULY 7

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at
https://aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For
additional information, call 713-686-6300.

6:30 p.m.

Bay Area Quilt Guild — Meetings may resume the first
Tuesday when the church reopens at Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Fellowship is at 6:30 p.m.;
meeting/program begins at 7 p.m. Visit www.Facebook.
com/BayAreaQuiltGuild or call Debby Benson at 713-248-
8757 for additional information. Visitors may attend two
meetings free.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518),
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building).
For additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit
www.hascona.com for additional meeting times elec-
tronically.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8

7 a.m.

AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through

Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/ for additional information.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at
https://aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For
additional information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518),
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For
electronic meetings, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.has-
cona.com.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention — Call 281-
286-2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic
violence/sexual abuse support group for women. Visit
www.bayareaturningpoint.org for information.

THURSDAY, JULY 9

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/ for additional information.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland - Virtual meeting Thursday,
7:30 a.m., online on Zoom at https://usO2web.zoom.
us/j/81372891968. Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. Details
are on Pearland Chamber of Commerce website under
the calendar tab.
11:30 a.m.

ABWA - Southeast Express Network - American
Business Women’s Association-South will have a virtual
meeting Thursday, July 9, All attendees must preregister.
To RSVP for the meeting and to obtain additional informa-
tion, visit the website at www.seen-abwa.org for details
about the speaker.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or online at
https://aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. For
additional information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Women’s Group, open
meeting at 7 p.m. at 2930 E. Broadway (FM-518),
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For
additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.
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SERVICE

SOUTH BELT

A/C & HEATING INC.

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Free Estimates on New Equipment

HEATING & AIR

281-484-1818

www. Southbeltair.com

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley °76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley 79 Dobie Grad

Amerticam Stamdard.

GET IT TODAY!

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

CONDITIONING

4403 F.M.2351

TACLB26543E

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

We have been Same
Name & Phone

www. YourCompleteHomeCare.com

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION 3 | { BONANZA SOMMER |
713-944-5257 AIR & HEAT" | cHECK-UP
Quality Work - Dependable 281-922-5665 TIME!

Number Since 1991

Free Estimates - References

Painting Interior
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages 0

Siding All
Conversions -
Concrete - Carpentry Work

wner: Myron Lewis
Please Check Us Out — We Are Here To Stay

If you want a
Quality Job

we are the

es - Floors

Patios — Fences

ones for you

—
VISA

Repair/Replacement

281-480-8898

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding
Areas Since1979

)
S5 TRANE

Someone You Can Trust * NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems

Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$

TACLB002755C
*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

Financing Available

ELECTRIC

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS
+ Free Estimates
* Senior Citizen Disc.
+ No Service Charge
+ Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
+ Insured
« TECL#21246
- - <3
2814808502 o

Garage Doors & Openers

713-784-4238

e We accept most major credit cards.

Ll
TACLB23730E

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

10% off Repairsi

Free estimates on new equipment.

Hiratrean | @

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

281-481-6308 '

¢ Hardi Board
Siding

T 281 -481 -9683

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally =
friendly services [

with your
children and pets’
safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth  Richard (Dick) Orth
Owner Operator
B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

e 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

(

PLUMBING

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

| CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS |
A-Rated on Angie’s List

\ MIPL #18439 281 '692'1 684 = )

:I:IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILL

J&M SERVICE CO.

A Complete Service Company
Suce 19853

Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels

* CERAMIC TILE * TUB & SHOWER
* WOOD FLOORS CONVERSIONS
* GRANITE * MEET ADA STANDARDS

% CULTURED MARBLE * SAFETY GRIP BARS
* PLUMBING * COMPLETE REMODELS

281-235-8073

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

e e e e e
S nnnnnm

nee SIlimales
T

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell 281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover II1

Master License # 8069

A & M PAINTING

 PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING « SHEETROCK

* TAPE & FLOAT « DEMOLITION « HAULING * FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

J°" ™= == mm mm mm COUPON ™= mm mm == ==

| $200 oFp FOUNDATION REPAIR

(on jobs $2,500 & up)

h_--

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
I I N S - -

OR SEWER REPAIR |

---J

ISAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.}

PAR 5 ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
(844) PAR-FIVE

South-Belt area owned and operated
Residential & Commercial Roofing
Complete Interior & Exterior Home Remodelmg

’!'FCertlfled

Fully Insured & Bonded—Always Free Estlmates!

_844-727-3483

cmaricle@par5roof.com
www.par5roof.com

GOOD
HOUSEKEEPING
Zeo w5 P4

s B

%%&%%*Aﬂk*%

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates

Fo U N DATI 0 N R E PAI R *Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR ROGELIO 832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
H 0 U S E L E"E LI N G *Genie ®Craftsman eLift Master ®Chamberlain
-. Allied Foundations GULF TEX REMODELING
() 'Residential & Commercial - Insured
— 281-479-5247 ot | | St e s S g
) FREE ESTIMATES =¥ Fms%ﬂ;”st ega E’:g é"‘ive.’ 48"’"'5 0 e
JT Garage Door Systems
Eoaies | e e vl AdVEeRTise meAIR CONDITIONING o
- Contact Jasor'l3 Teel sftiaster APPLIANCE PEOPLE
. 1 281.991-7697 b i 1h 713-291-4612 + 346-375-2091
IN THE x> Service & Installation (4
Residential & Commercial
G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR I_EAd ER! 4210 Young St., Pasadena, TX 77504
"‘ov}d‘ s W
281481-26%6
We service all major home appliances. >
Our Professional Technicians will L00klng to
provide you with service you can trust. improve your
MENTION THIS AD yard the easy
AND SAVE $10 way See our
281-650-4777 T
Same DAy ServicE Adpvertisers : /
for your \ \
A/C & Appliance Repair Lawn N\
o Former Sear’s Technician & Garden! 7
o Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C) on page 4
713-505-7534
Shade The Sun Solar Screens
WE ALSO DO BLINDS! Need Hel
832-492-2216 p
Houston, TX 77089 Free Estimates Fl n d l n g

visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

e All Tax Preparations
* Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

231-4381-4134

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts
Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

[
. Ruben Muioz - MPL 17449 {3

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

* BATHS / KITCHENS » ROOM ADDITIONS
* PAINTING+ FLOORING ¢ SHEETROCK WORK
* SIDING * ROOFING « CONCRETE * FENCES
* GARAGE CONVERSION ¢ INTEGRITY
* COMMUNICATION * QUALITY

281-487-2234 RereRENCES - 30+ YRS. EXP.

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer ¢ Water Heaters ¢ Drains
Leaks * Water * Repairs * Gas

Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Eepanol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
— www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441 IEE
" CARPENTER

* SHEETROCK * CARPENTRY REPAIRS
* DOORS * PAINTING % FLOORS
* ROTTEN WOOD * ROOFING

Gary Sallman 713-816-4099

—
| BPiLLARTOPOST

HOME INSPECTORS

Jennifer Bell
Franchise Owner/
Licensed Home Inspector
TREC #TX 23949
jennifer.bell@pillartopost.com
illart t.com/ibellt T-713-741-6443
Incepensenty owned and operaied rancrse.  C~713-542-9601

South Belt
Graphics X Printing

One stop for all your printing
needs

11555 Beamer 281-484-4337

5 Sﬂ WY For wHEN LIFE BRINGS
YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection
\ of professional service people who advertise there.
You can compare and choose from among
them in the SERVICES columns and be ready
for anything shocking ahead!

The Classifieds — read them and use them;
They're there when you need them!

281-481-5656

Dream Home?

Your

Let the Leader
Classifieds
- Be Your

Guide!
281-481-5656
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Crimes...

Continued from Page 1
nesses.

Again, the crime was violent
in nature, and again the suspects
were driving a gold minivan.

Following the crime, the five
suspects drove to the Cimarron
Landing apartments on Beam-
er, where they robbed an elderly
woman of her car and left the
minivan behind. As the crooks
were fleeing the scene, the fe-
male victim, who has a concealed
carry permit, fired a shot at the
suspects. It is unclear if they were
struck by a bullet. The woman,
who was assaulted during the
carjacking, suffered injuries and
was taken to the hospital.

The victim’s car was found
abandoned at an apartment com-
plex on Broadway. The gold min-
ivan used in the crimes was deter-
mined to be stolen. Both vehicles
are being processed by police
for evidence. Witnesses reported
seeing three suspects in the Food
Town robberies, one who was
described as a thin black male.
Anyone with any information on
this case is urged to contact the
Harris County Pct. 2 constable’s
office at 713-477-2766.

Police advise females to
always be aware of their sur-
rounding and to avoid carrying
a purse whenever possible. If
someone feels their life is in
danger, call 911 immediately.

San Jacinto College names

Continued from Page 1
dean, social and behavioral
sciences.

Knight is a recipient of the
National Institute for Staff
and Organizational Develop-
ment Excellence Award for

Wall visits Tulsa

{ |

Congressional candidate for District 22, native Tex-
an Kathaleen Wall traveled to Tulsa June 20 to join
thousands of Americans supporting President Don-
ald Trump at the rally and celebrating the country’s
continued transition to greatness under his leader-
ship. A career businesswoman, Wall looks forward
to supporting meaningful legislation to rebuild the
economy in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic.

teaching and has a demon-
strated commitment to build-
ing pathways to advance
student success. He has ex-
tensive experience in curric-
ulum development, fostering
partnerships between instruc-

CCISD’s Smith retires

Continued from Page 1
trict. I know I speak for the
other school board members
when I say that Clear Creek
ISD is the district it is today
because of his strategic mind-
set, heart for children and
willingness to bring people to
the table for the good of the
community.”

Smith joined Clear Creek
ISD in 2008 as superinten-
dent of schools. During his
tenure, he was named Super-
intendent of the Year by the

Texas Association of School
Boards, the Top Administra-
tor by the Texas Classroom
Teachers Association and the
Superintendent of the Year by
the Texas PTA. He has been
in public education for 40
years, 20 of those years as a
superintendent. He is the lon-
gest-serving  superintendent
in Clear Creek ISD’s history.

As for plans after Decem-
ber, Smith plans to continue
his support to public educa-
tion throughout Texas.

tional leaders and advisors,
dual credit, and championing
the use of Open Education
Resources.

“San Jacinto College has
an excellent reputation in
higher education, and de-
servedly so,” said Knight.
“The One-College mindset
has allowed the district to be
innovative while providing a
consistent standard of quality
instruction across the board.
San Jacinto College is a lead-
er in the region and the nation
when it comes to helping stu-
dents work toward program
completion. That means a lot
to me. When you help stu-
dents obtain their education-
al goals, you strengthen our
region’s economy and, more
importantly, you improve
their quality of life. I want to
be a part of that and help in

Locals publish children’s book

Celebrate the Fourth of
July, 2020, with a nod to Gal-
veston’s namesake in a new-
ly minted children’s coloring
and game book titled “Ameri-
can Independence: The Span-
ish Secret.”

Co-authors Liz  Duffy
Strassner and Barbara Mid-
dleton Wiley, both members
of the National Society of
Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR), created
the coloring book to pique
kids’ interest in the Ameri-
can Revolution and illustrate
how instrumental the South-
west region of the New World
proved in liberating America
from British tyranny.

The book tells the story of
Spanish General Bernardo de
Galvez and his swashbuck-
ling heroism in defending
from the British what is now
the Colonial South, Texas,
New Mexico, Louisiana and
Coahuila, Mexico.

Children of the story’s fea-
tured characters tell the val-
iant tale from their perspec-
tive, rendering a charming
portrait of romance, bravery,
strategy and collaboration.

The coloring book com-
menced when the two DAR
grandmothers formed a Chil-
dren of the American Revo-
lution Society (C.A.R.) for
their grandkids and other
children. DAR named their
Gulf Coast children’s group
The Bernardo de Galvez
chapter, which stumped the
grandmas.

They live just minutes
away from Galveston, (Wi-
ley lives in Pearland, Strass-
ner in Friendswood) so the
two C.A.R. leaders were cha-
grined to realize they knew
nothing about Galvez, Gal-
veston’s namesake.

Three years of research
later, their insight crystal-

lized regarding Galvez. With-
out the Spaniard leading the
effort, the colonies would
likely have lost their revolu-
tion.

The duo’s discoveries un-
folded into a layered book of
knowledge featuring a mul-
ticultural collection of spies,
local militias and the Spanish
army proving instrumental in
the protection of America’s
Colonial forces along the
Gulf of Mexico and the Mis-
sissippi River.

Alvin R. Wiley, Barba-
ra’s husband, illustrated the
book. A retired mechanical
engineer and United States
Air Force veteran, he said
he most enjoyed drawing the
Battle of Pensacola for the
project. “Anything with can-
nons or boats,” he noted.

“Forts were fun, too, but
it was hard to make illustra-
tions look real without shad-
ing,” Wiley explained. “No
shading was needed because
the kids had to have places to
color, and I had to make it fun
for the kids.”

“We condensed all the key
information with the illustra-
tions so that a child would
connect and understand,”’
Barbara Wiley said.

Strassner said inspiration
first arose to create a chil-
dren’s book when she heard
historian John Espinosa de-
scribe his boyhood knowl-
edge of the American Revo-
lution:

“T grew up as a Hispan-
ic boy in East Houston. In
school I learned all about the
Boston Tea Party, about Paul
Revere, and all that happened
up north in the thirteen colo-
nies. But they never told me
about Gdlvez or the pivotal
role of Spain and the Gulf
Coast in the American Revo-
lution. I'm so proud that to-

day I know we were part of
it, and a big part at that!” said
Espinosa, governor, Houston
chapter, Los Granaderos y
Damas de Galvez.

“When our research
and work fell together, we
couldn’t wait to get it out,”
Wiley said.

Indications are that oth-
ers share excitement that the
coloring book is out. The
Spanish consulate in Mi-
ami has requested books, as
well as the Spanish Embassy
in Washington. DAR chap-
ters across the country have
ordered copies, all in addi-
tion to the general consul of
Spain in Houston, Julia Olmo
y Romero, who requested
two coloring books for King
Felipe of Spain’s daughters,
Leonor, Princess of Asturias
and Infanta Sofia, Strassner
said.

The authors priced their
book at the lowest rate Am-
azon allows. To order the
coloring book, go to Ama-
zon.com/Books, then enter
American Independence: The
Spanish Secret.

For more information
about the coloring book, con-
tact Barbara Wiley at wiley-
bal @yahoo.com, or Strass-
ner at Istrassner @ gmail.com.
Strassner is a retired NASA
electrical engineer for the
Johnson Space Center.

Barbara Wiley is a retired
executive secretary having
worked for Tranter, in Au-
gusta, Ga., as the benefits ad-
ministrator and afterward for
the president and chairman
of the board of Powell Indus-
tries in Houston.

Alvin R. Wiley retired
from Air Products in 2004,
having directed plant man-
ufacturing  operations in
the United States and Latin
America.
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Grinning with pride over the new publication are, left to right, Barbara Middleton
Wiley, BellaVita resident; Alvin R. Wiley, illustrator; and Liz Duffy Strassner.

Governor: students can attend 2020-2021 school in person

Continued from Page 1
President Zeph Capo. “We
want to see kids return to
school in some way, but pru-
dence requires that there be
a health and safety plan in
place to reduce the chances
of spreading the deadly virus.
The state should require ev-
ery district to develop a real
plan for safely reopening their
schools and file it with the Tex-
as Education Agency.”

This sentiment was shared
by national ATF President
Randi  Weingarten,  who
stressed that a rushed reopen-
ing without committed atten-
tion to the health and safety
of students and staff would be
reckless.

“Make no mistake about
it, educators are eager to re-
turn to their classrooms and
teach their students in person,
but they don’t want to do it
without a plan that adequate-
ly protects everyone and pro-
vides the resources to make
sure schools don’t become the
new hot spots of transmission,”
Weingarten said. “A no-mask,
no-testing, no-worries attitude
is exactly what will spread the
virus.”

This point was re-empha-
sized by Capo, who noted the
public’s understanding of the
novel virus remains in its in-

two new

any way I can.”

Knight holds master’s and
bachelor’s degrees from Sam
Houston State University, as
well as a doctorate in politi-
cal science from Texas A&M
University at College Station.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Dr. Okwonna (Dr.
Alexander Okwonna was
named provost for the San Ja-
cinto North campus) and Dr.
Knight to San Jacinto College
as provosts,” said SJ Chancel-
lor Dr. Brenda Hellyer. “Both

fancy.

“We're still learning how
this virus spreads in young
people and still figuring out the
best ways to protect educators
who have kept our students
safe and engaged through re-
mote learning for the last three
months,” Capo said. “A rushed
reopening without preventions
says your health and safety
don’t matter.”

Pasadena ISD

Pasadena ISD officials said
parents will be given a choice
of either sending their children
back to school for in-person
instruction or to continue dis-
tance learning from home.

Dr. DeeAnn Powell, Pasa-
dena ISD superintendent, re-
leased the following statement
Thursday, June 25:

“T want to begin by thank-
ing you for your continued
trust in our district as we nav-
igate this new ‘normal’ of
working through COVID-19.
For the last eleven weeks of the
spring semester, our students
were engaged in virtual learn-
ing. I know, however, at this
time you are seeking informa-
tion about our plans for return-
ing to school in August. This
past week the Texas Education
Agency, along with our gover-
nor, announced plans for us to
return to school and I want to

provosts

leaders were selected after a
national search that includ-
ed months of interviews and
several forums with San Ja-
cinto College employees.
Dr. Okwonna and Dr. Knight
exemplify the core values at
San Jacinto College and will
be excellent leaders as we
transition on the North and
South campuses. I look for-
ward to working with them
as we continue to support our
students along their higher
education pathway.”

assure you of the steps we are
taking as we move forward.

“My first assurance to you
is our commitment to student
and staff safety. Every decision
we make as a district will be
guided by our commitment to
safety. Early on, we created a
COVID-19 Task Force consist-
ing of a wide variety of stake-
holders to create plans that take
into consideration all aspects of
your child’s experience while
at school — including entering
our buildings, eating lunch, re-
ceiving instruction in the class-
room and movement around
our buildings. It is important
to note that our situation is ever
evolving and subject to change
as our local and state officials
address this pandemic.

“As of now, we plan to be-
gin school on Tuesday, Aug.
18, 2020. We are working as
quickly as we can to provide
you with detailed plans so that

you can make an informed
decision regarding your inten-
tions for this fall.

“While many of you are ea-
ger to return to a normal routine
with your children attending
face-to-face instruction in our
buildings, I understand some
of you may wish to keep your
children home due to a health
concern involving your child
or a close family member.

“Pasadena ISD will offer
two opportunities for instruc-
tion for the 2020-2021 aca-
demic year. Our hope is you
will feel confident in having
your child return to campus
and receive face-to-face in-
struction by our teachers.

“For those who decide to
keep their child at home, we
will provide virtual learning.
Our school board is prepared
to purchase technology devic-
es for every student in our dis-
trict. Instruction will include

CONGRATULATIONS to
EVERETT TAYLOR

Dobie High School - Class of 2020!

Your family would like to congratulate this outstanding young
man on his accomplishments throughout his high school career.
Everett was a 4 year member of the Dobie Choir program while
becoming a member of the All Region Tenor/Bass Choir his
senior year as well as a member of the Varsity Choir, Chamber
Choir, JED Singers, and a Choir Officer. Everett was also a 3
year Lariaette Escort and Head Escort his junior and senior year.
Everett was named the Most Spirited Boy of the Senior Class.
We are so proud of you and all of your accomplishments. We
love you - Dad, Mom, Evan, and Grandma.
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the use of technology regard-
less if your child is present
face-to-face or present virtual-
ly.

“We will provide you a
survey no later than July 7 to
seek your input on our return to
school. We will use your feed-
back to help guide us in mak-
ing the best decisions for our
schools and our district. Once
we have more definitive plans
outlined, we ask for your con-
tinued support by talking with
your child about social-dis-
tancing guidelines and other
healthy, safe practices at home
and at school. It will take all of
us working together, as we did
this past spring, to get through
this challenging time.

“On behalf of our school
board, administrators, teach-

ers and staff, I look forward
to when we are all back in our
regular routines and participat-
ing in normal school activities.
It will definitely look and feel
different, with an intense focus
on all aspects of student and
staff safety. I encourage you
to provide us with feedback
in our survey as we continue
to plan for an award-winning
school year.

“Stay safe and we look for-
ward to hearing from you.”

Clear Creek ISD

‘Working off the recommen-
dation of a select committee,
Clear Creek ISD has adopted
a similar plan, allowing par-
ents variety of in-person and
distance-learning instructional
options. See related story on
Page 1.
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NOW OPEN - Covid-19
Precautions in Place

Call the Office for your
appointment”
Specializing in Personal
Injury Cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor
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www.burleighchiro.com
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