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Kids splash day June 11
 Crossroads United Methodist Church, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd.,will have a kids water splash day 
Sunday, June 11, beginning at noon. Everyone is 
invited to attend the free fun event.

Car show set for Father’s Day
 The Father’s Day Classic Meet/Pop-Up Mar-
ket car show will take place Sunday, June 17, 
at Forest Lawn Cemetery, 8601 Almeda Genoa, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sponsored by OceanView 
Classics, the free event will feature a disc jockey, 
food, prizes, vending and raffl es.For more infor-
mation, call or text 713-865-1342. See related ad 
on Page 4. 

Sagemeadow meets June 15
 Sagemeadow HOA’s monthly meeting will 
be held at 7:15 p.m. Thursday, June 15, at The 
Gardens, 12001 Beamer at Hughes Road. This 
month’s meeting will feature a workhop from the 
Harris County Tax Assessor’s Offi ce. All Sage-
meadow meetings are open to the public. For ad-
ditional information, visit www.sagemeadow.org.

PW Library begins summer
 Parker Williams Library’s Summer Reading 
Program will begin Saturday, June 10, with a kick-
off from 10 to 11 a.m. One can sign up for the 
SRP, games, a camp photo booth, s’mores by the 
“campfi re,” potted plants, butterfl y tie dye, story 
time, friendship bracelets, and more. Concurrent-
ly, Friends of the Library will have a book sale 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. All unpriced books are 4/$1, 
DVDs are 4/$1, and pocket paperback books are 
5/$1. This is an opportunity to load up on summer 
reading material or to start a library at home.

Kirkmont I to meet June 14
 Kirkmont I HOA meets at 7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 14, at the Kirkmont MUD Building, 
10102 Blackhawk. Harris County Precinct 2 Con-
stable Jerry Garcia will be the featured speaker. All 
Kirkmont I residents are encouraged to attend.

Beltway closed for repairs
 All westbound Beltway 8 main lanes near the 
Gulf Freeway will be closed through Thursday, 
Aug. 31, to make emergency repairs, according to 
Texas Department of Transportation offi cials.
 All westbound traffi c will be forced to exit the 
main lanes at SH 3/Old Galveston Road and be di-
verted to the Beltway 8 frontage road lanes. 
 The westbound entrance ramps will be closed at 
SH 3/Old Galveston Road, Crenshaw and Genoa 
Red Bluff. The westbound main lanes will reopen 
at Beamer. Eastbound Beltway 8 main lanes and all 
connector ramps to the Gulf Freeway will remain 
open. TxDOT offi cials say the closures are nec-
essary to make emergency repairs near the west-
bound Sabo exit, where the ground is sinking. The 
closures are expected to cause traffi c delays.

Ellington holds e-recycling 
 City of Houston’s Solid Waste Department’s 
monthly electronic recycling event is Saturday, 
June 10, at the Ellington Airport Recycling Cen-
ter from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Recycling electronics 
keeps potentially harmful materials, such as mer-
cury, cadmium, lead and cathode ray tubes out of 
the waste stream and the environment. Items ac-
cepted are PCs, servers, keyboards, mice, laptops, 
game consoles, monitors, small kitchen appli-
ances, memory chips, hubs and routers, printers, 
copiers, scanners, faxes, projectors, rechargeable 
batteries, cable boxes, car batteries, telephones, 
cellphones, PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, 
cables and cameras. The collection is the sec-
ond Saturday each month. For information, visit 
www.houstonsolidwaste.org or call 311.

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of active COVID cases in the 
South Belt community remained roughly on 
par with the previous week, according to Harris 
County health offi cials. As of June 6, there were 
216 active cases in 77089, up three from the pre-
vious week. To date, 140 from the ZIP code have 
died from the disease, no increase from the previ-
ous week. In ZIP code 77075, there were 16 ac-
tive cases, no increase from the previous week. To 
date, there have been 84 deaths in the ZIP code, 
no increase from the previous week.
 In 77034, there were 18 active cases, no in-
crease from the previous week. To date, 91 res-
idents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the 
disease, no increase from the previous week.
 According to Harris County offi cials, the vast 
majority of the fatalities suffered from pre-exist-
ing health issues. Statistics are updated daily and 
include numbers from within the Houston city 
limits and throughout Harris County. To view an 
interactive map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arc
gis.com/pages/cumula tive-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will close from FM 
518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Sept. 30. One northbound main lane and one 
southbound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from FM 517 in League City to FM 2004/
Camp Wallace Access Road in Dickinson/Texas 
City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sept. 30. One northbound 
main lane and one southbound main lane on the 
Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 2004/Camp 
Wallace Access Road in Dickinson/Texas City to 
FM 519/Main in La Marque daily from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Saturday, Sept. 30.

Knights host spaghetti dinner
 The Knights of Columbus will hold a spaghetti 
dinner Friday, June 16, from 4 to 7 p.m. in the so-
cial hall at St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 
Hall Road. For $10, get a plate of spaghetti with 
meatballs, salad, bread, and a drink, benefi tting 
the Knights of Columbus charities.

EFL baseball field use ordeal continues
Sports Association unanimously votes to bar baseball from currently using EFL fi elds

 The fi ve-member board of the South Belt 
Sports Association unanimously voted Thursday, 
June 1, to temporarily halt all youth baseball at 
El Franco Lee Park, following recent allegations 
that former South Belt Little League president 
and current South Belt Baseball League president 
Johnny Ramirez mishandled funds.
 The decision came after a baseball parent pub-
licly threatened Ramirez and the newly formed 
South Belt Baseball League (pony League) with a 
lawsuit alleging he illegally transferred funds and 
subleased playing fi elds at El Franco Lee Park.
 Following the proposed lawsuit, web pages af-
fi liated with Ramirez and the new league stated on-

line that the parent who threatened the lawsuit was a 
pedophile. While court records indicate the individu-
al in question was charged with multiple sex offens-
es with a minor, those charges were later expunged 
by the Harris County District Attorney’s Offi ce.  Fol-
lowing the online accusations, the parent then threat-
ened another lawsuit if the accusations were not re-
tracted.
 Online discussions further suggested that Leader 
publisher Marie Flickinger was behind the decision 
to prohibit play at El Franco Lee, with some suggest-
ing a boycott of the newspaper’s advertisers. (See re-
lated editorial Page 2.)
 While Flickinger has publicily voiced opposi-

tion to Ramirez and the new league, including mul-
tiple editorials, she does not serve on the South Belt 
Sports Association board, nor does she even know 
all of its members. She said her main concern is two-
fold. What happened to thousand of dollars meant 
for Little League  and why does it cost nearly triple 
to play Pony vs what it cost to play Little League.
 Regular play had already ended for the season but 
the El Franco Lee still served as practice fi elds for 
the league’s All-Star teams.
 Harris County offi cials have remained neutral, 
saying they would leave the decision regarding 
fi eld usage up to the sports association board. The 
board of directors is scheduled to meet next week 

to further discuss the future of the El Franco Lee 
playing fi elds.

District Attorney to investigage
 Sources close to the case shared with the Lead-
er that Harris County District Attorney Kim Ogg’s 
offi ce plans to open an investigation into the mat-
ter regarding the unaccounted for Little League 
funds.

Community involvement improves homes

New houses recently going up in the South Belt (shown 
left) intended to replace homes destroyed by Hurricane 
Harvey in 2017 show vast improvement over those ini-
tially proposed by the Texas General Land Offi ce (shown 
right). The South Belt Leader and Sagemont Civic Club 
and Sagemeadow HOA members fought tirelessly for the 
changes, which included adding brick, which was not go-
ing to be included in the planned homes, garages which 
also were not included and extra square footage. See relat-
ed photo on Page 4.

City reports decrease in homelessness
Street homelessness down 17 percent in 1 year

 Results for the Greater Houston area’s annu-
al Homeless Count and Survey were recently re-
leased, revealing a remarkable, one-year 17 per-
cent decrease in street homelessness from Janu-
ary 2022 to January 2023. The reduction is one 
of the biggest in the city’s history and the largest 
since Hurricane Harvey hit in 2017.
 In 2020, Mayor Sylvester Turner partnered 
with Harris County to specifi cally reduce the 
number of individuals and families living on 
Houston’s streets. The city and county joint-
ly funded and worked with The Way Home, the 
region’s homeless response system comprised 
of more than 100 agencies and organizations, 
to launch the nationally recognized COVID-19 

Homeless Housing Program. 
 Last year alone, the program housed (with 
supportive services) or diverted from homeless-
ness more than 4,580 people.
 “Reducing homelessness by 17 percent in one 
year, and nearly 40 percent since coming into of-
fi ce, does not happen by mistake,” said Turner. 
“Rather, it’s the result of making it a top priority, 
enhancing our invaluable partnership with Har-
ris County and the community, and strategically 
funding data-proven, holistic housing solutions.
 “Although Houston is showing the state and 
nation how to reduce street homelessness and 
encampments successfully, the job is not done. 

Continued on Page 2

 According to Houston District E City Coun-
cil Member and Mayor Pro Tem Dave Martin’s 
offi ce, crews are set to begin making repairs to 
Crenshaw Road from South Shaver to Allen Ge-
noa. (See related map Page 2.)
 According to Houston Public Works offi cials, 
workers will be milling and overlaying approxi-
mately 4,300 linear feet, including base and sub-
grade repair. They will also be installing 500 linear 
feet of new 6-feet wide sidewalk between the drive-
ways of YES Prep School. This project includes 
pavement markings, ditch regrading and the recon-
struction of nine driveways.
  Construction is expected to begin summer 2023 

Crenshaw to undergo repair work
and is estimated to be completed by the end of sum-
mer 2023, (30 days), weather permitting. The proj-
ect is being managed by Harris County and is de-
signed to preserve and prolong the life of the road 
base and provide for a smoother riding surface.
 Houston Public Works and Harris County re-
cently hosted a virtual community meeting to dis-
cuss how to prepare for construction for this proj-
ect.
 For more information regarding this project, 
contact Harris County Precinct 2 by calling 713-
274-2222. For more information or questions, con-
tact Martin’s offi ce at 832-393-3008 or districte@
houstontx.gov.

Little League pens
letter to Ramirez
 The following is a copy of a letter sent from 
Jose “Shorty” Sanchez of the Little League Dis-
trict 15 offi ce to Johnny Ramirez, former presi-
dent of the South Belt Little League and current 
president of the South Belt Baseball League (Pony 
League). It is run unedited, as sent by Sanchez.
 “Johnny,
 1. On Dec. 31, 2022, Texas East District 15 
Little League (LL) District Administrator Man-
ny Carrillo, accepted you and the boards resig-
nation from Little League.  
 2. From that point forward, you and your 
board were no longer an Offi cer of Southbelt 
Baseball Little League.  
 3. Jan. 11, a new President was elected (Juan 
Herrera).  
 4. Send the following Documentations: 
  a. Meeting  
   i. Agendas  
   ii. Minutes  

Continued on Page 4

City, county to host gun buyback
 Mayor Sylvester Turner joined Harris County 
Commissioner Rodney Ellis and Houston Police 
Chief Troy Finner Tuesday, May 30, to announce 
the date of the next gun buyback. 
 The next gun buyback will be held from 8 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, June 10, at NRG Park, in the 
Yellow Main Street lot, 9051 S Main Street. The 
location is Gate # 16 off Main Street, the Yellow 
Main Street lot main gate.
 The gun buyback program is part of the Vi-
olence Reduction and Crime Prevention section 
of the Houston Police Department. The City of 
Houston has committed $1 million to a robust 

gun buyback initiative to reduce violence and 
prevent crime by removing illegal or unwanted 
fi rearms from the street.
 People can bring their unwanted guns and 
exchange them for a gift card for the following 
amounts:
 – $50: nonfunctioning fi rearm
 – $100: shotgun or rifl e (hunting)
 – $150: revolver
 – $150: semiauto handgun
 – $200: rifl e semiauto
 The Gun Buyback program is completely

Continued on Page 4

Woman, 95, killed in freeway crash
 Houston police have learned a woman criti-
cally injured in a crash about 10:15 a.m. Friday, 
May 26, in the 13600 block of the Gulf Freeway 
near Beltway 8 has died from her injuries.
 The identity of the victim, 95, was pending 
verifi cation by the Harris County Institute of Fo-
rensic Sciences at press time.
 According to Houston Police Department of-
fi cials, the woman was a passenger in a red Ca-
dillac CT6 traveling south on the freeway near 
the above address.
 The driver of a red Honda Civic, also trav-
eling southbound, failed to control his speed 

and struck the rear of the Cadillac. The impact 
caused the Cadillac to strike the rear of a maroon 
Dodge Dart. 
 The woman was transported to HCA Hous-
ton Healthcare Clear Lake, where doctors pro-
nounced her dead Tuesday, May 30. The male 
driver of the Cadillac and the female driver of the 
Dodge were not injured. 
 The male driver of the Honda, 37,  remained 
at the scene, was determined not to be impaired 
and was questioned and released. 
 At press time, no charges had been fi led, as 
the investigation is continuing.

Davila 
battles 

homeless
trash

Beverly Hills Civic Club 
President Angel Davila is 
on a mission to help clean 
up the South Belt com-
munity, in part by tar-
geting local homeless en-
campments and the trash 
associated with them. Da-
vila said he has been in-
tact with District D City 
Council Member Caro-
lyn Evans-Shabazz re-
garding the debris shown 
on Kingspoint near the 
Gulf Freeway. Davila said 
Shabazz’s offi ce is recep-
tive to assisting in the 
matter.

Problems persist with local city water bills
 Confusion still surrounds local water bills for 
many Sagemont Park residents after new digital 
meters were installed by the city this past spring, 
causing many statements to skyrocket.
 The switch in hardware caused several city 
customers to receive bills with exorbitant water 
usage issued in error.

 For longtime resident Wayne Hanks, that 
meant an increase from around $30/month to 
more than $3,000/month. According to Hous-
ton Public Works, Hanks used 112,000 gallons 
of water in just one day – the same day his meter 
was swapped out.
 Following the erroneous bills, Public Works 

issued an apology and said bills would no longer 
be estimated but based on actual digital readings.
 “Over the last several weeks, HPW installed 
new meter reading devices in neighborhoods 
where the previous ones were not working prop-
erly,” a statement from Public Works read. “The 
old devices led to some accounts being estimated 
and charged incorrectly. Moving forward, bills 
will be generated based on actual readings.”
 Hanks, however, said the bills for many 
Sagemont Park residents appear to be still being 
estimated.
 According to his last monthly statement,
  Continued on Page 4

City announces
pool schedule
 The City of Houston recently announced its 
2023 summer swimming season, with the na-
tionwide shortage of lifeguards once again af-
fecting the opening of local pools.
 Because of lifeguard staffi ng issues, the Parks 
and Recreation Department is planning a three-
phased opening of swimming pools to equitably 
distribute the workforce. Additionally, pools will 
be open only three days per week.
 “The Houston Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is again excited to kick off another sum-
mer swim season,” said Houston Parks and Rec-
reation Department Director Kenneth Allen. 
“While we are still in need of more lifeguards, 
we will be opening pools in every City Coun-
cil district, and as more lifeguards come onboard 
and are certifi ed this summer, we will open ad-
ditional pools. Our number one goal remains un-
changed and that is making this summer as safe 
as possible for everyone who visits our swimmi-

Continued on Page 4

PISD hosts public meeting June 13
 Pasadena ISD will hold a pair of public infor-
mation meetings Tuesday, June 13.
 The local school district is seeking communi-
ty input and  public comments on the needs and 
use of federal funds within Title I, II, III and IV. 
 The purpose of the meeting is to seek input on 
how the district can use funds to provide supple-
mental services and support to students, families, 

teachers, administrators and other district staff.  
 Meetings are scheduled at 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
the Pasadena ISD – Carmen Orozco Profession-
al Development Complex, located 1832 E. Sam 
Houston Parkway S., Room #101A, in Pasadena.
 For additional information, contact the Pasa-
dena ISD - Special Programs offi ce at 713-740-
0225.
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Deaths

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, June 8, 3 – 4 p.m. Roly the clown. Registration required.
 Monday, June 12, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Tuesday, June 13, 3 – 4 p.m. Tom’s Fun Band. Registration required.
 Wednesday, June 14, 6 – 7:30 p.m. English class: Dreams and goals. Registration required.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for 
research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents 
with a library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s 
What’s Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a 
link for a temporary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Re-
sources for Kids accesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library 
Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual program is Craft.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 
24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-au-
diobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. 
Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for 
holds and check-out. HPL has a  collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog 
for previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on download-
ing the e-book or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. The library will follow state and county guidelines for 
mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, June 8, 10 – 11:30 a.m. Conversation club.
 Thursday, June 8, 10 – 11:30 a.m. ESL conversation club.
 Saturday, June 10, 10 – 11 a.m. Parker Williams Summer Reading Program Kickoff event.
 Saturday, June 10, 2 – 3 p.m. Young at Heart YA book club
 Monday, June 12, noon – 1 p.m. Adult coputer class: Canva.
 Tuesday, June 13, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Magic: The Gathering.
 Wednesday, June 14, 11 a.m. – noon. Tech time.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://
www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Continued from Page 1
We will continue our ground-
breaking, successful efforts un-
til every Houstonian is off our 
streets. We must do more.”
 The city and county’s fo-
cus on holistically decommis-
sioning encampments through 
housing also signifi cantly re-
duced street homelessness. The 
city and county worked with 
the Coalition for the Home-
less and agencies of The Way 
Home to house individuals out 
of encampments strategical-
ly. To date, 85 encampments 
(nearly 500 people) have been 
compassionately and effective-
ly decommissioned, with 90 
percent of encampment inhab-
itants going into housing.    
 The Coalition for the 
Homeless coordinated the 
annual count. More than 450 
volunteers spent three days 
canvassing the region’s streets, 
bayous, woods, parking lots, 
etc., locating individuals who 
are experiencing homeless-
ness. Volunteers counted 1,242 
individuals people living un-
sheltered in the greater Hous-
ton area, of which:
 – 42 percent are experienc-
ing homelessness for the fi rst 

time.
 – 77 percent are male.
 – 7 percent are veterans.
 – 33 percent are homeless 
due to loss of job/income.
 – 21 percent are homeless 
due to family confl ict.
 – 17 percent are homeless 
due to COVID or a disaster 
(e.g., Hurricane Harvey).
 Many cities are experienc-
ing an increase in homeless-
ness due to the expiration of 
rental assistance programs, a 
sizable increase in evictions, 
and looming infl ation. The 
greater Houston area, how-
ever, successfully prevented 
such an increase, as the size of 
the region’s overall homeless 
population stayed relatively 
unchanged. 
 An independent analysis 
by UTHealth Houston School 
of Public Health noted, “The 
2023 count would have been 
higher had housing initiatives 
not been underway.” More 
than 9,000 formerly homeless 
were residing in safe and sta-
ble, permanent housing (with 
services) during the count, up 
nearly 30 percent from 2020 
and almost 60 percent from 
2014.

City homeless population down

Crenshaw under construction

Construction is set to begin on Crenshaw from South Shaver to Allen Genoa. The 
project will mill and overlay roughly 4,300 linear feet of the area thoroughfare. The 
endeavor will also install 500 linear feet of new sidewalk between the driveways of 
YES Prep School and reconstruct nine separate driveways. Work is expected to take 
approximately 30 days to complete. See related story on Page 1.

 Joseph “Joey” Drake Cas-
tro, 44, a resident of Alvin 
passed away May 30, 2023. 
Joey was born in Webster, on 
Dec. 13, 1978. He graduat-
ed from J. Frank Dobie High 
School in 1997. He served 
with the League City Police 
Department as a patrol offi -
cer and then a detective from 
2001-2011. 
 He was selected to attend 
the United States Marshals 
Service Academy in March 
2011. Joey served as a Deputy 
U.S. Marshal from 2011 until 
his death. He attended First 
United Methodist Church in 
Friendswood.
 Joey leaves behind his 
beautiful wife of 16 years, Ra-
chel Castro; their two children, 
daughter Vivienne Castro and 
son Garrett Castro; parents 
Frank and Debbie Castro, 
Jr; father-in-law and mother-
in-law Jim and Karen Little; 
brothers Daniel Castro (wife 
Joanne), Toby Castro (partner 
Peter Newman); sister-in-law 
Christina Lopez; brother-in-
law John Little (wife Court-
ney); and nephews and nieces 
Coby Castro, Cameron Castro, 
Braeden Lopez, Briana Her-
nandez, Julian Macias, Ethan 
Macias, Raziel Macias, Na-
thaniel Castro, Daniel Castro, 
Henry Little and Rowan Little. 
He is preceded in death by his 
brother, Tim Castro.
 Services will be held at 
11 a.m. Thursday, June 8, at 
Grace Community Church, 
14505 Gulf Freeway. Family 
requests memorial contribu-
tions be made to: U.S. Mar-
shals Survivors Benefi t Fund 
at https://usmarshalsfund.org/
get-involved/donate.

Joseph “Joey” 
Drake Castro

 Gary Thomas Patterson, 
60, of Willis passed away on 
May 31, 2023, from cancer at 
his home on Lake Conroe. He 
was born on Oct. 24, 1962, 
in Pittsburgh. Gary, a former 
longtime South Belt resident 

 Although well below pre-
pandemic levels, the number 
residing in homeless shelters 
increased from the previous 
year, as capacity increased with 
beds that were closed during 
the pandemic returning on-
line.  For information, visit irp.
cdn-website.com/2d_521d2c/
fi les/uploaded/Home less 
Count 2023_full.pdf.

Is HB 2127 like 
Big Brother?
 Is it only me or does House Bill 2127 
seem a little like Big Brother overreach? 
 It assumes the lawmakers at the state 
level, know what's best for the cities at 
the local level, and have passed laws 
telling those down in the cities that they 
(those in Austin) can do a better job for 

them from way up there.  
 Suppose it was the lawmakers at the 
national level, passing laws telling those 
at the state levels that they (those in 
Washington) know what's best for them 
down in the states, and that they could 
do a better job for them from way up 
there?
 I wonder if "overreach" would be the 
fi rst word out of Austin.

Ed Jackson

 The 88th Regular Legislative Session 
came to an end recently. Though we had 
many great accomplishments, which I have 
outlined below, the job isn't fi nished. Gov-
ernor Abbott called the fi rst special session 
several hours after the adjournment of the 
regular session and placed two important 
items on the Special Session Call.
 The fi rst is compressing property tax 
rates so that we can give taxpayers the 
largest tax cut in Texas History. The second 
is strengthening the penalties for Human 
Traffi cking and the Operation of a Stash 
House. You can view the Governor's Proc-
lamation here.
 The House of Representatives Met 
on Tuesday for the Special session and 
passed both pieces of legislation outlined 
on the Governor's Special Session Call 
and adjourned Sine Die.
 During the Regular Session, I passed 
18 Bills which I have listed below. I am 
proud of the bills and the help they will pro-
vide to the residents of House District 129.
 House Bill 998 allows condominium as-
sociations located within 10 miles of the 
TWIA Catastrophe zone to become eligible 
to purchase Texas FAIR plan insurance.
 House Bill 1040 authorizes a business 
entity regulated by the Texas Department 
of Insurance to conduct business electron-
ically.
 House Bill 1631 seeks to allow all elec-
tion watchers to come and go from a pre-
cinct polling place by removing the fi ve-
hour continuous service requirement.
 House Bill 1632 creates standardized 
training for election offi cers.
 House Bill 2121 amends current law re-
lating to the form of a rendition statement 
or property report used to render property 
for ad valorem tax purposes.
 House Bill 2188 seeks to modernize 
state law to help accommodate cyber data 
reporting by changing the fi ve-year require-
ment to a two-year requirement.
 House Bill 2416 creates the Gulf Coast 
Protection Trust Fund.
 House Bill 2800 requires the county 
election board to have in-person meetings 
open to the public.

 House Bill 2920 seeks to provide pro-
spective college students with more trans-
parent expectations of the true costs of 
higher education.
 House Bill 2921 adds the Antarctic Ser-
vice Medal to the list of specialty license 
plates.
 House Bill 3981 will allow fi re marshals, 
inspectors, or investigators who hold peace 
offi cer licenses and work for incorporated 
cities to be on the list of peace offi cers in 
the code of criminal procedure.
 House Bill 3993 amends the top 10 per-
cent rule to clarify that when a public insti-
tution of higher education in Texas is ad-
mitting students using the top 10 percent 
rule, it should calculate a class rank for a 
homeschool graduate according to the for-
mula passed by the legislature in 2015.
 House Bill 5409 clarifi es the powers and 
duties of the Gulf Coast Protection District.
 Senate Bill 1158 allows both Houston 
and Dallas to apply to the Major Events Re-
imbursement Program so each city can re-
ceive the benefi ts of hosting the World Cup.
 Senate Bill 1393 will allow a homeowner 
who lives within 4 miles of the TWIA Ca-
tastrophe area who receives a quote for 
insurance that is 110% of the cost of an 
equivalent FAIR plan policy will be eligible 
to purchase FAIR plan insurance. 
 Senate Bill 1517 prohibits public institu-
tions of higher education from adopting ac-
ademic boycotts unless they are listed as a 
state sponsor of terrorism.
 Senate Bill 1565 lays the groundwork for 
creating a secure and collaborative environ-
ment among higher education institutions.
 Senate Bill 1766 ensures that apprais-
ers cannot be held liable for the mistakes 
made by governmental entities.
 If you would like more information on my 
legislation, please click HERE.
 If you need further information about the 
session, please keep reading and do not 
hesitate to contact my staff if you have any 
questions.
 It is an honor to serve you in the Texas 
House of Representatives.

Dennis Paul

State Rep. Dennis Paul
reports on 88th legislative 
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Gary Thomas 
Patterson 

 Mary Ann Leos, 78, loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother and friend, 
passed away peacefully on 
May 26, 2023, after a lengthy 
illness. 
 Mary was born to parents 
Faustina (Tillie) Hernandez 
and Richard (Ricardo) Barrera 
on May 2, 1945, in Victoria. 
 Mary attended school 
through the seventh grade, 
eventually receiving her GED. 
Upon fi nishing cosmetology 
school she became a hairdress-
er and enjoyed meeting the 
many clients she had. She met 
her husband-to-be Joe Leos at 

Mary Ann 
Leos

graduated from Dobie High 
School in 1981.
 Gary is preceded in death 
by his father and stepmother, 
James and Carole Patterson; 
mother, Judy Wheeler; and 
sister Patti Gilbert. 
 Gary is survived by his 
signifi cant other, Beverly 
Greig; and daughter, Trisha 
Rodriguez and husband, Jus-
tin. He is also survived by his 
brothers Brett Patterson (De-
nise); Eric Patterson (Evie); 
Toby Patterson (Jennifer); 
John Martin (Brenda); nu-
merous nieces and nephews; 
mother-in-law, Lucy Greig; 
and longtime friends. He tru-
ly appreciated each of those 
friendships. Gary was loved 
by many.
 He lived his life to the 
fullest. He liked to say he 
wreaked havoc in his youth in 
the streets of Sagemont and 
had some of the best times 
at “the Patterson house.” He 
also played varsity baseball 
while at Dobie High School. 
 Gary worked at United 
Casing Inc. for the past 13 
years and served as the vice 
president of operations. He 
worked in the oil industry his 
whole career where he had a 
passion for what he did. 
 Gary was always eager to 
share the wisdom from his 
own personal experiences. 
His thoughtful advice shared 
with those dear to him was 
an expression of love and 
created bonds that will be 
forever cherished. His smile 
and sense of humor will be 
remembered and greatly 
missed by all who had the 
privilege of knowing him.
 Gary loved living on Lake 
Conroe where he was the 
happiest; he loved spending 
time fi shing and playing golf. 
In lieu of fl owers and gifts, 
the family will hold a cele-
bration of his life, with place 
and time to be announced 
soon.

a dance and it was love from 
then on. Mary and Joe were 
married on Aug. 11, 1961, in 
the Catholic church. Mary and 
Joe went on to have three chil-
dren who were raised in the 
Houston area, eventually set-
tling in the South Belt area.
 Mary became a born-again 
Christian in the 70s and loved 
the Lord with all her heart. She 
attended Lakewood Church 
Bible Institute and graduated 
in 1986.  Mary and Joe be-
came active for a time with 
the seniors group at Lakewood 
Church and helped to organize 
many day trips as both she and 
Joe loved to travel.
 Mary loved gardening and  
her favorite fl owers were roses. 
She would spend hours outside 
just taking care of and talking 
to her plants. She loved paint-
ing, coloring, playing games, 
cards, dominoes and singing 
with her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. 
Mary was also a beautiful fl o-
rist who was able to create the 
most stunning arrangements 
and create the perfect blend 
of colors for many weddings, 
birthday events and celebra-
tions that left a memorable im-
pression on so many.
 She was a kind, caring and 
giving person who always put 
the needs of her family before 
her own.  Mary was always 
there for anyone, be it her 
children or a friend, to offer 
advice, or just a shoulder on 
which to cry. She was a wom-
an of strong faith and instilled 
in everyone the importance 
of family, hard work and do-
ing what is right. She was a 
true inspiration for many that 
looked up to her. She was a 
strong woman who faced ev-
ery challenge in her life with 
courage and dignity.  She will 
be deeply missed by everyone 
whose lives she touched. 
 Mary joins her parents; fa-
ther; sister Mary Agnes Barre-
ra; and brothers Sabas, Tony 
and Lewis Barrera who have 
already passed into heaven.
 She is survived by many 
loving family members in-
cluding her husband of 61 
years; brother Victor (Jan) 
Barrera; sister Martha Cama-
cho Aguirre; children Jesse 
Lee (Lisa) Leos, Denise (Art) 
Palos and Darleen Leos. She 
leaves behind fi ve grandchil-
dren Justin, Gabby, Lauren, 
Elizabeth and Ian Barrera; and 
fi ve great-grandchildren, Josi-
ah, Jade, Alex, Aidan and Ga-
briel Barrera; and numerous 
cousins, nieces and nephews 
whom she loved dearly. She 
loved her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, 
they were the pride and joy of 
her life.
 A memorial service for 
Mary will be held at Templo 
Jerusalem Assembly of God 
Church, 1110 Washington St., 
South Houston, TX on June 
24, 2023, from 2 to 4 p.m. A 
private graveside service will 
be held in Ganado, Texas at a 
later date.
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Time to get to the truth

 It is time both sides settle down and quit 
hurting the community and it’s residents. I 
am so happy that the county attorney’s of-
fi ce plans to investigate this matter. 
 We need an independent group that will 
investigate and help us do the right thing 
for the future of Little League.
 I was sad to see this Facebook post (see 
attachments). Two things are very wrong 
with it. First it is against a man accused of 
wrongdoing, but he was never tried due to 
lack of evidence. Second, anyone who re-
ally knows about our newspaper knows we 
would never support any illegal activity! 
 We know the county will try people three 
or four times (such as A.J. Armstrong, 
whose case is being tried for the third time) 
in an effort to get a conviction if they believe 
there is wrongdoing. 
 It appears someone, who may be try-
ing to get the heat off himself, was show-
ing pictures of a Little League father to at-
tendees at the park. The man, had been 
charged with inappropriate activities with a 
juvenile, but those charges were dismissed 
by Harris County. 
 It is hard to believe the reported attorney 
who put this on Facebook did not know the 
facts of the dismissal of charges including 
his right to share custody and having the 
mother of the alleged victim in full agree-
ment. I am not an attorney, but was able to 
fi nd this out in minutes.
 Why would anyone ruin someone’s rep-
utation and take a chance of being sued 
because they didn’t spread the all the facts. 
Facebook people need to calm down, not 

only are they hurting others, but they may-
be opening themselves for law suits.
 The truth, whatever it is, needs to come 
out, and with help of the district attorney’s 
offi ce, I believe one day it will.
 In this case the mother of the alleged 
victim agreed that visitation rights with him 
were best for all  concerned. 
 While I understand concern of parents 
who were with the team, knowing what the 
facts are should make one see how sad 
the entire issue is. Apparently there was no 
danger if the mother was willing to not only 
allow visitation, but support dual custody.
 There are so many lies going around it 
truly blows my mind. One in particular is 
that I shut down Little League. Next Johnny 
told Channel 13 he had called the police 
to have my son removed from the facility. 
If this is true, Johnny can provide the infor-
mation to prove it. To the best of our knowl-
edge he has not provided that information 
to anyone including Channel 13. It seems 
like anyone who ask questions or demands 
transparency becomes the target of lies 
and slander.
 That is why I was over joyed when I 
heard the Harris County district attorney 
was looking into investigating our park sit-
uation. Hopefully, an independent person 
will shine a light on this situation.
 Till then, please stick to facts, not ru-
mors. This community for many decades 
has been great, let’s work and pray to keep 
it  that way. 
                                           Marie Flickinger

Publisher

Posted on Facebook last week
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Convenient, customized care — close to work or home.
Our Houston Methodist primary care doctors provide personalized care for you and your family, including 
physicals, immunizations and preventive health services. 

Many of our practices:
• Provide in-person and virtual visits with online scheduling  
• Offer same-day sick visits
• Are conveniently located close to work or home
• Accept most major insurance plans
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Remember When

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

Bay Area Jewelers
WE BUY GOLD!

Jewelry & Watch repair on site
19054 Gulf Fwy. 281-488-8067
Located outside Baybrook Mall across from Forever 21

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DR. CAMPBELL-FOX 
 Dr. Mary Campbell-Fox of Campbell Family 
Practice and Ghebranious Internal Medicine is 
wished a happy birthday Friday, June 9, from her 
family and friends.

SAMANTHA HAS A BIRTHDAY
 Samantha Guerra, former Leader staff 
member, celebrates her birthday Friday, June 9. 
Wishes for a happy birthday are sent from her 
former co-workers.

VIRGINIA CELEBRATES 78 YEARS
 Longtime South Belt resident Virginia Simon 
celebrates her 78th birthday June 9. Birthday 
wishes are sent from her son Nick Simon and the 
Leader staff.

GILES MARK 33RD ANNIVERSARY
 Tracy and Jim Giles of Kirkwood South cel-
ebrate their 34th wedding anniversary June 10. 
Congratulations and best wishes are sent from 
mother, Bobby Griffin; sons Aaron Giles and 
wife, Ashley; Cody Giles and wife Liz; daughter 
Kristen Giles; grandchildren Jaxon, Jace and 
Braelyn Giles; nephews Robert Griffin; other 
family members and friends; and the Leader staff.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, LESLIE!
 Leslie Flickinger celebrates a birthday 
June 11. Wishes for a wonderful day are sent 
by her husband Fred; daughter Kimberly and 
husband Matt Lipina; daughter Courtney and 
husband Chris Durham and children Abigail, 
Jackson and Penelope; mother-in-law Marie 
(South Belt Leader publisher) and husband 
David Flickinger; and brother-in-law David 
(Leader president) and wife Ellie Flickinger.

Lisette Gallegos. Best wishes for a wonderful 
birthday June 14 are sent to Heather Trog.

Thompson Intermediate
 Lisa Burkett celebrates a birthday June 10. 
Kaylyn Harlan enjoys a birthday June 11. David 
Martin is wished a happy birthday June 12. Sing 
a happy birthday song to Rachel Heffernan 
June 13. 

Dobie High
 Blow out the birthday candles June 9 on a 
double-layer cake for Larry Davis and Patrick 
Payne.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, June 8: Baron Jones, Tamisha 
Lowe-Hendricks, Diane Cardenas, Judd 
Montes, Jennifer Hunter, Delia Marcum, 
Carolyn Valdez-Gomez, Victoria Wright and 
Byron Ewald; Friday, June 9: Trey Wilmore, 
Angel Ortiz, Gene Robertson, Estella Davis, 
Anthony Berg, Sandy Ann, Heather Walker, 
Austin Gates and Summer Keys; Saturday, June 
10: Russell Simon, Mariela Ramirez, Shawn 
Barras and Francine Bretado; Sunday, June 
11: Greg Medina and Debbie Mills; Monday, 
June 12: Charlie Groover, Marilyn Millet and 
Edily Watson; Tuesday, June 13: Daniel Huston, 
Rhonda Jones, Heidi Beckham and Keshia 
Rodriguez; and Wednesday, June 14: Thomas 
King, Thomas Golightly, Sandra Torres, Dale 
Brister, Karl Jasso and Sandy Gutheinz.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line by 
Friday noon for the next week’s issue.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District celebrate birthdays June 8 
through June 14.

Atkinson Elementary
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday June 8 
to Jessica Carlos. Mercedes Schreiber cele-
brates a birthday June 12.

Frazier Elementary
 June 8 is the day of celebration for Denisse 
Saldivar. Adriana Cortez celebrates a birthday 
June 9.

Genoa Elementary
  June 10 is the day for a celebration for Silvia 
Gonzalez. Enjoying a memorable birthday June 
11 is Felicia Oliva. Send a birthday greeting 
June 12 to Cheryl Helaire.

Meador Elementary
 The day of celebration for Holly Nelson is 
June 10. Remember to wish Genoveva Arrona 
a happy birthday June 13. 

Moore Elementary
 Light the candles on a birthday cake for Laura 
Rodriguez June 11.

South Belt Elementary
 Melissa Linder celebrates a birthday June 8. 
Break out the balloons and party favors June 12 
for Sheryl Tomaskovic.

Melillo Middle School
 Celebrating a memorable birthday June 8 is 
Lilliana Monita.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles June 13 for 

45 years ago (1978)
 Jeff Jacobson, a Dobie 
graduate, signed a letter of in-
tent with San Jacinto College. 
The Dobie All-Star catcher 
would attend San Jac on a full 
scholarship.
 Teachers and other district 
personnel from the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
were to receive a much small-
er increase in salaries than the 
previous year’s 10 and 11 per-
cent increase.

40 years ago (1983)
 South Belt area voters vot-
ed 5-to-1 against the $2.35 
million Metropolitan Transit 
Authority’s referendum.
 Dobie students Kevin Buras 
and Mike Parker won a First 
Division rating at the Texas 
State Band and Orchestra Solo 
and Ensemble Contest.

35 years ago (1988)
 The Southbend MUD elect-
ed new offi cers with the board 
consisting of Jim Finley as 
president, Matt Neimeyer as 
vice president, Regina Cowen 
as secretary and Bob Lendecky 
and Tracy Sugasti as directors.
 Mayor Kathy Whitmire 
proposed a tax increase of 36 
percent.

30 years ago (1993)
 Newly released reports on 
air monitoring from atop We-
ber Elementary showed sig-
nifi cant increases of the can-
cer-causing chemical benzene 
during October, November and 
December of 1992. Benzene, a 
Brio chemical, was considered 
a possible source of the leuke-
mia-related death of a fourth-
grade Weber student. Two 
students in the same class were 
diagnosed with leukemia. One 
died the year before; the other 
was still recovering.
 South Belt was depending 
on assistance from the com-
munity to donate funds for the 
July 4 fi reworks display. For 
the previous fi ve years, the 
South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce had funded 
the fi reworks through a casino 
night, but because of contro-
versy, they opted not to hold 
the activities.

25 years ago (1998)
 Beverly Hills seventh-grad-
ers Shelia Scott, Marianne 
Do, Daniel Collins and Travis 
Smithson were recognized by 
Duke University for their high 
performance on the SAT.

20 years ago (2003)
 Annie McLeod and Donald 
McCoy were arrested on felo-
ny charges involving forgery 

and credit card abuse.
 Brian Sawyer and Amy 
Pen, Thompson Intermediate 
eighth-graders, were awarded 
the American Legion Post 490 
award.

15 years ago (2008)
 A private ceremony was 
held to commemorate the final 
F-16 Falcon alert mission to be 
conducted by the Texas Air 
National Guard’s 147th Fighter 
Wing. The wing had its air 
sovereignty duties replaced by 
a squadron of F-16s from the 
Oklahoma Air National 
Guard’s 138th Fighter Wing, 
located in Tulsa. The decision 
stemmed from recommenda-
tions of the Department of 
Defense’s 2005 Base Realig-
nment and Closure (BRAC) 
Commission, despite strong 
opposition from several local 
military and political leaders. 
The 147th had performed alert 
duties along the Gulf Coast 
since 1958. Members of the 
147th would control 12 MQ-1 
Predator drones and be collec-
tively known as a reconnais-

sance wing, rather than a fight-
er wing.
 James Hulme, the last orig-
inal Dobie teacher, retired fol-
lowing the 2007-2008 school 
year. Hulme taught French and 
was the head of foreign lan-
guage department at the school 
since it opened in 1968.
 Longtime Kirkwood resi-
dent Raul “R.C.” Rivera was 
reported to be the first person 
nationwide to die from compli-
cations related to the outbreak 
of Salmonella Saintpaul. 
Rivera, 67, was celebrating 
good news he had received 
regarding his ongoing bout 
with lymphoma when he con-
tracted the rare disease, 
believed to be spread by eating 
contaminated raw tomatoes.

10 years ago (2013)
 An off-duty police offi cer 
was one of two people killed in 
a wrong-way crash on the Gulf 
Freeway near Almeda Genoa. 
Joe Segovia, 56, of the 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake Police Department was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 

The wrong-way driver, Arnu-
lso Samuel Cerna, 45, of South 
Houston, was also killed in the 
accident. According to police, 
the accident happened around 
2:30 a.m. on the southbound 
side of the freeway. Authorities 
said Cerna was driving a 
Chrysler 300 north on the free-
way when he slammed head-
on into Segovia’s Scion xB, 
which was traveling south. The 
uniformed offi cer was on his 
way to work at the time of the 
crash.

5 years ago (2018)
 A man was shot inside his 
apartment in the 10200 block 
of Windmill Lakes Boulevard 
on Monday, June 4. Accord-
ing to police, the 18-year-old 
victim answered a knock on 
his door around 7:30 p.m., and 
three male suspects alleged-
ly forced their way inside, 
pushed the resident down to 
the ground, then shot him in 
the head. The suspects report-
edly then fl ed the scene in a 
white Dodge Charger. The vic-
tim was transported to a nearby 

hospital and was expected to 
recover from his injuries. The 
three suspects are described 
merely as black males. No im-
mediate arrests were made.
 A temporary restraining or-
der was issued June 6 against 
Bombshells Restaurant & Bar 
on the Gulf Freeway at Fuqua, 
citing multiple alcohol-related 
crimes. The TRO demand-
ed the facility close at 9 p.m. 
and only serve food, not alco-
hol, for 14 days. The business 
opted to close its doors rather 
than serve food exclusively. 
The rare order was put in place 
after a series Harris County 
District Attorney Kim Ogg de-
scribed the bar as a “crime fac-
tory.” According to court docu-
ments, at least 90 people have 
been arrested at the business 
since it opened roughly four 
years ago. Some of those ar-
rested have been known gang 
members. In May alone, there 
were four DWIs related to the 
bar, one of which seriously in-
jured Houston Police Offi cer 
Chayne Brothers, who on June 

11, fi led a lawsuit against the 
establishment for overserving 
the driver responsible for the 
accident. A second lawsuit was 
fi led by an injured party from 
a DWI crash in February. Oth-
er reported crimes at the site 
include shootings, assaults, 
robberies and drug possession. 
In January 2015, an off-duty 
police offi cer working securi-
ty at the bar shot and killed a 
man after he allegedly pointed 
a gun at him in the parking lot 
after being kicked out for fi ght-
ing. In March of that year, the 
business made national head-
lines after it refused to serve 
patrons with face and neck 
tattoos, claiming it represent-
ed gang affi liation, most no-
tably the Houstone sect of the 
Tango Blast prison gang. The 
business reopened later that 
month under requirements that 
it use computerized systems to 
monitor alcohol consumption, 
and that it provide two police 
offi cers on site from 9 p.m. to 
3 a.m. daily.

1 year ago (2022)

Sagemont resident Izzy Gonzalez (back row, third from left) is shown above enjoying his 
new house that was recently constructed to replace his previous home, which was de-
stroyed by Hurricane Harvey in 2017. The new house, located on Sagehaven, is a vast 
improvement from the initial replacement home proposed by the Texas General Land Of-
fi ce. South Belt community leaders such as the Leader and Sagemont Civic Club strongly 
opposed the proposed houses, which were smaller in size, had no brick and did not in-
clude garages. Opponents contended the initially proposed houses were incongruent with 
the surrounding residences and a negative impact on neighboring property values. After 
months of dispute, the state made signifi cant concessions, providing for changes to make 
the new homes more harmonious with their surroundings. Gonzalez is happy to have the 
ordeal behind him. “It was a long process, but it’s done,” said Gonzalez. Shown above with 
Gonzalez are , left to right, (front row) Jeff Turnipseed and Kay Barbour, Sagemont Civic 
Club, (back row) Kay Hammet, Greg Barbour, Sharon Turner, Norman McIntyre and 
Ellen McIntyre. See related photo on Page 1. Photo by Marie Flickinger

Gonzalez enjoying a better home

Mable Dyer (left) and Ken Dyer, Sageglen residents for more than 40 years, will 
celebrate 45 years of marriage June 10. Their friends and family including their 
two sons, Quentin and Alex Dyer; daughter-in-law, Bianca Gaytan; and grand-
son, Greyson Dyer send them congratulations. Their sons are both graduates of 
Clear Brook High. Ken and Mable are both retired and enjoying family, friends 
and traveling. Mable worked as a NASA contractor and Ken worked for Metro.

Dyers celebrate 45 years June 10

 Atkinson teacher Ambika 
Adimoolah was selected Pas-
adena ISD’s 2022 New Ele-
mentary Teacher of the Year. 
Williams Elementary teacher 
Jessica Garza was named the 
district’s Elementary Teacher 
of the Year, while South Hous-
ton High School teacher Tim 
Laza was named the district’s 
Secondary Teacher of the Year. 
 Houston fi refi ghters re-
sponded to an apartment fi re 
around 1:30 a.m. May 27 in 
the 9900 block of Windmill 
Lakes Boulevard. According 
to Houston Fire Department 
offi cials, fi refi ghters arrived on 
scene to fi nd and extinguish a 
small fi re that was confi ned to 
one bedroom. The fi re caused 
approximately $7,000 in dam-
age. No injuries were reported.

Continued from Page 1
anonymous for the public in 
keeping with the city’s objec-
tive of retrieving as many fi re-
arms as possible from Greater 
Houston residents. 
 “I know someone will crit-
icize the program – but the 
truth is gun buybacks work as 
one tool in a comprehensive 
initiative to fi ght gun violence. 
Homicides, gun violence, and 
overall violent crime is down 
across our city, and we want to 
keep that momentum going,” 
said Turner. “The gun buy-
back along with the use of shot 
spotter, doing more to reduce 
domestic violence and mental 
health calls and robust tech-
nology and police overtime are 
pieces of the puzzle that may 
prevent someone from pulling 
the trigger in the future or at 
least think twice before resort-
ing to violence.”
 The city has held two previ-
ous successful gun buybacks. 
The fi rst gun buyback collected 
793 guns, and the second event 
collected 1,252 guns. Harris 
County Precinct One, the Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Offi ce, and 
the City of Houston collaborat-

Officials speak on gun buybacks

Continued from Page 1
 b. Audits per the Constitu-
tion (Sagemont Beverly Hills 
LL & Southbelt Baseball LL 
Constitution).  
 c. Bank Statements  
 d. Receipts  e. Checks  
 5. Juan Herrera, President 
of Southbelt Baseball Little 
League, will be reaching out 
to you for collection of the LL 
documentation.  Note:  
 1. Southbelt Baseball 
(Sagemont Beverly Hills) L L:  
 a. Did not dissolve as per 
Article XII (Disposal of Assets 
Upon Dissolution).  
 i. **See links below for the 
Constitution.   
 b. Is the same Little League 
(At the end of Sagedowne) es-
tablished in 1967.  
 2. The LL bank account was 
accessed multiple times after 
Dec. 31. 2022. (See last week’s 
Leader page 2.
 a. January Bank Statement 
(See last week’s Leader page 2. 
 i. $297K in withdrawals  
 ii. $206.68K in deposits.  
 iii. Payment to Pony Base-
ball Inc.: 
 1. Date: January 4,2023  
 2. $521.50  
 3. Card 9627 (Ramirez)   
 3. Southbelt Baseball Little 
League - 501c3.  
 a. It was confi rmed by a 
phone conversation, Marie 
(Flickinger) had with you Jan-
uary 2023, that the 501c3 num-
ber was reported to be the same 
number as Southbelt Baseball 
Little League.  

Little League sends letter

Continued from Page 1
ng pools.”
 Phase I openings began 
Memorial Day, with Wilson 
Park being the only pool in the 
South Belt area included. 
 Phase II openings began 
June 3, and is separated into 
two groups – Schedule A and 
B. Schedule A will be open 
Saturday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day 1 to 7 p.m.; Schedule B 
will be open Sunday 1 to 6 
p.m. and Wednesday and Fri-
day 1 to 7 p.m. Schedule A in-
cludes Wilson Park; B includes 
Sagemont, 11507 Hughes.
 While Beverly Hills Park 
did not appear on the city’s 
initial press release, District D 
City Council Member Carolyn 
Evans-Shabazz assured the 
Leader it would be open for 
the 2023 summer season.
 City offi cials said Phase III 
would be enacted only if addi-
tional hiring and onboarding 
of staff occurs. Ongoing re-
cruitment and certifi cation will 
continue through June.
 The Houston Parks and 
Recreation Department is 
seeking individuals with ex-
cellent swimming skills. All 
applicants must be at least 16 
years. Interested parties should 
call 832-395-7129 to set a 
swim evaluation. For infor-
mation, visit www.houstontx.

City of Houston seeks lifeguards
gov/parks/swimming.html. All 
pools will be closed Mondays 
for maintenance. As more life-
guards are processed and come 

on board, more swim days will 
be added to the schedule. For 
information visit www.hous
tonparks.org.

 4. Meeting (Feb. 13,2023) 
with Sports Association, South-
belt Baseball Little League 
and Southbelt Baseball (Pony 
League), the following: 
 a. Confi rmed  
 i. Pony League stated 500 
players were registered with 
them, but were actual original 
registered with Little League.  
 1. Pony League are and still 
using the Registration System  
(Sports Connect) which all Lit-
tle League’s have access.  
 a. When registering in 
Sports Connect information is 
sent to the LL Data Center.  
 b. Documents presented at 
the meeting were from the LL 
Data Center as of Feb. 6,2023.  
 c. See attach for Sports Con-
nect. ** 
 i. Original access given to 
Sagemont Beverly Hills Little 
League  
 ii. Note: Website Address 
(SBHLL)  
 1. Sagemont Beverly Hills 
Little League  
 b. Presentation of Docu-
ments  i. Charter 
 1. LL  a. See links below.**  
 2. Pony League pending  
 ii. 501c3 
 1. LL a. See links below.  **
 2. Pony League applied 
 iii. Insurance.
 1. LL a. See links below.  **
 2. Pony League on phone.  
 5. Summary: a. Southbelt 
Baseball Organize (Pony 
League)  
 i. Took all that the Southbelt 
Baseball (Sagemont Beverly 
Hills) Little League has/had 
built for the community since 
1967 for their own.  
 1. Such as:  
 a. Total Assets.  
 b. Facebook Page.  
 c. At the time 501c3.  

 d. Web page.  
 e. Sports Connect (Registra-
tion Hub).  
 f. SBHLL – email.  
 g. Keys to complex.  
 h. Fields.  
 ii. Southbelt Baseball Or-
ganization (Pony League) 
as far I know was establish 
Dec.31,2022.
 1. There was no Organiza-
tion called “Southbelt Base-
ball” within a Southbelt Base-
ball (Sagemont Beverly Hills) 
Little League.
 2. Plain and simple.
 a. The Southbelt Baseball 
(Pony League) took all that was 
Little Leagues to start their pro-
gram.
 Southbelt Baseball (Sage-
mont Beverly Hills) Little 
League wants all kids from 
the community to play ball 
as the League has done since 
1967.
 See articles from the South 
Belt-Ellington Leader:
 www.southbeltleader.com/
Leader2-9-23.pdf.
 www.southbeltleader.com/
Leader2-16-23.pdf.
 www.southbel t leader.
com/Leader6-1-23.pdf.Many
                    Thanks,  Shorty  
ADA - Challenger Division 
- Texas East District 15; As-
signed to Southbelt Baseball 
Little League.”
** Open each link individual-
ly. www.southbeltleader.com/
Southbelt_Sports_Connect_
Screen.jpg; www.southbelt
leader.com/LLB_Insurance_
Certifi cate_3431515-2023-2_1 
.pdf; www.southbeltleader.com
/IRS_scan_bbassett_2023- 
01-19-15-55-40_3.pdf; www.
southbeltleader.com/South-
belt_Baseball_Constitution_
Approved.pdf

ed on a third gun buyback at 
Deussen Park earlier this year. 
Offi cials collected 793 fi re-
arms.
 “As Mayor Turner alluded, 
there have been questions about 
gun buybacks and whether or 

 The 2023 Clear Creek 
Education Foundation Sur-
Prize Patrol was in full 
swing May 16, surprising 
20 campuses across CCISD, 
awarding s$140,469.33 in 
grants to a total of 47 teach-
ers during a surprise grant 
patrol consisting of Clear 
Creek Education Foundation 
board members, local busi-
ness sponsors and CCISD 
administration. This funding 
provided for the 2023-2024 
school year will impact over 
28,000 students.
 The purpose of the grant 
program is to fund innova-
tive projects that impact stu-
dent learning. “Hats off to 
our teachers this year who 
took the extra time to submit 
some truly innovative pro-
grams for students, beyond 
the great work they do dai-
ly. It’s going to be an excit-
ing year to see the results of 
these grants,” stated Execu-
tive Director Deborah Laine.
 Programs funded include 
a math manipulative tool 

called Math Stackers at Fal-
con Pass and Campbell El-
ementary, strength training 
at Parr Elementary, STEM 
inquiry with biotech tools 
(such as thermal cyclers for 
PCR and gel electrophore-
sis machines) at Westbrook 
Intermediate, introducing 
engineering design class-
es with Clear Falls High 
School, Bayside Intermedi-
ate and Mossman Elemen-
tary SPED departments to 
develop 3D-printed assistive 
devices, building and re-
searching a local watershed 
at Clear Creek High School 
and creating an indoor hy-
droponic garden to the li-
brary space at Clear Lake 
High School, just to name a 
few. Teachers can apply each 
year for Teacher Innovative 
Grants to implement innova-
tive, hands-on instructional 
ideas that enrich the learning 
experience for our students. 
CCEF offers fi ve rounds of 
grant opportunities to teach-
ers and students that will 

fund $1,000 for mini grants 
and even up to $50,000 for 
pecial Innovative Grants that 
are district or campus wide.
 Grant funding is made 
possible by many commu-
nity partners across Clear 
Creek ISD. “It was such an 
exciting day for our CCISD 
teachers and students! We 
are so blessed with such a 
generous community, and it 
shows every year. Thanks so 
much to many of our CCEF 
Directors, Dr. Engle and our 
community partners for giv-
ing their time for this very 
special day,” stated Greg 
Ploss, 2023 chairman of the 
board.
 Since its founding in 
1992, CCEF has been a non-
profi t dedicated to building 
public education in CCISD 
through grants and programs 
that empower every student 
to achieve academic and 
personal success. CCEF has 
contributed over $5.2 mil-
lion to CCISD for innovative 
programs in the classroom.

Grants benefit STEM programs not they’re effective at improv-
ing public safety,” said Ellis. 
“After three wildly successful 
buyback events, one thing is not 
up for debate: that this commu-
nity is ready to be a part of the 
solution to end gun violence.”

Continued from Page 1
Hanks and his wife Sue used 
exactly 7,000 gallons of water. 
He said nowhere on the bill 
does it say what that is based 
on and what the actual digital 
readings were.
 “I’m not debating the us-
age, but they ought to tell you 
what they’re basing it on,” said 
Hanks. His’ neighbors had sim-
ilar estimates on their monthly 
statements, such as exactly 
7,000 gallons and 8,000 gal-
lons. The specifi c fi gures seem 
odd to Hanks, as he said the 
new digital readers are capable 
of reading water usage down to 
1/10th of a gallon.
 While Hanks is not dis-
puting the 7,000 estimate, he 
believe it is signifi cantly high, 
as his own readings place the 

actual usage closer to 4,000 
gallons/month. In mid-May, 
Hanks began taking daily pho-
tos of his water meter, with 
usage being 2,691 gallons in 
the 20 days. Confounding mat-
ters, Hanks said he can fi nd no 
consistent formula for calculat-
ing the bills. Using a formula 
provided on his monthly state-
ment, He calculated a bill esti-
mated at 7,000 gallons/month 
and got one total but then got a 
different total when calculating 
the same usage using an on-
line calculator provided on the 
city’s website. Both of the es-
timates were different than the 
actual $157 bill hanks received 
for his estimated 7,000 gallons 
of usage last month. “It’s like 
they’re just pulling a number 
out of thin air,” Hanks said.

Houston water bills 
flush with confusion

2023-2024 Pasadena ISD 
Public Information meeting:
 A public informational meeting will be held by 
Pasadena Independent School District on Tues-
day, June 13, 2023, to seek public comments on 
the needs and use of federal funds within Title I, 
II, III and IV. 
 The purpose of the meeting is to seek input on 
how the district can use funds to provide supple-
mental services and support to students, families, 
teachers, administrators, and other district staff.  
 Meetings are scheduled at 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m at the Pasadena ISD – Carmen Orozco Pro-
fessional Development Complex, 1832 E. Sam 
Houston Pkwy S., Room #101A, Pasadena TX 
77503. 
For more information, please contact the  
Pasadena ISD - Special Programs office  

at 713-740-0225.
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 6/21/23.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Dine-In • To-Go
Curbside • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pickup

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Choose DAN’S to Dine!
Danosaurus

30-inch, 1-topping pizza $39.99
Everyday Carryout Specials $9.99

16-inch, single-topping or
12-inch, 3-topping

2 pizza slices & a canned soda $6

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate Houston
Summer School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up)

Evening Karate Classes

Self Defense Classes

USA Karate Pearland
Summer School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up)

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Evening Karate and Self 
Defense Classes

ENROLL
TODAY

For More Info Check 
Out Our Website
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The Texas A&M track and field program qualified 28 ath-
letes in all for the NCAA Division I Track and Field Champi-
onships June 7-10 in Austin at Mike A. Myers Stadium on the 
University of Texas campus. Among the Aggies’ 13 women’s 
qualifiers were the four members of the 4x100 relay group, 
which posted a time of 43.35 seconds to reach Austin. Above 

that foursome includes, left to right, Semira Killebrew, Cam-
ryn Dickson, Jania Martin and Leeah Burr. Dickson, a Class 
of 2022 Clear Brook graduate, also made her way to nation-
als in both the 100 and 200. Portions of the national champi-
onships will air on ESPN and ESPN+, and live results can be 
viewed at www.texassports.com.

Dickson, TAMU teammates at NCAA track nationals

San Jac softball collects honors

Dobie youth basketball camp
 Registration is now open for the Dobie Longhorns 
Basketball Skills Camp to be held June 27-29, from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day at the Dobie High School 
main campus. 

 The skills camp is open to any male or female 
students entering the first through ninth grades as of 
the 2023-2024 school year, with first- through fifth-
grade participants attending from 8 to 10 a.m.

 Sixth- through ninth-grade students will attend the 
camp from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

 Cost of the camp is $50 per student, payable with 
cash in person or online payment only. 

 Dobie basketball coaching staff members will di-
rect the camp, with volunteer coaches assisting in 
some of the drills including shooting, ballhandling, 
rebounding and passing fundamentals.   
 There will also be 3-on-3 and 5-on-5 games and a 
Hot Shot competition included.

 Camp T-shirts are not guaranteed as of now but 
could be available. 

 Direct any questions about registration or other 
camp details to Dobie varsity girls’ basketball head 
coach Jasmine Hartman at jhartman@pasadenaisd.
org. 

Dobie volleyball youth clinics
 Dobie High School volleyball coaching staff is of-
fering a variety of summer camps for youth players 
of all ages and skill levels this summer.
 The purpose of these camps is to improve the 
skills of each girl by enhancing strengths and cor-
recting weaknesses. The basic rules and strategies of 
the game will be taught along with the skills of the 
game. These skills include passing, setting, hitting, 
serving, blocking, offense and defense. 
 Girls entering the third through eighth grades as of 
the 2023-2024 school year will attend the camp July 
18-20, with those entering the third through sixth 
grades attending each day from 9 to 11 a.m., and sev-
enth- and eighth-grade students attending from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at $50 per student.
 Girls entering the ninth grade as of the 2023-2024 
school year will attend the camp July 24-26 from 1  
to 4 p.m. at $60 per student.
 Girls entering the 10th through 12th grades as of 
the 2023-2024 school year will attend the camp July 
24-26 from 9 a.m. to noon at $60 per student.
 To register for any of the camps or to get additional 
camp details, direct email to Dobie varsity volleyball 
head coach Dawn Sexton at dsexton@pasadenaisd.
org.

Wolverine boys’ hoops camp
 Clear Brook varsity boys’ basketball head coach 
Nathan Janak and his staff will host the 2023 Wolver-
ine Youth Hoops Camp June 12-15 for three separate 
sessions. 
 Boys entering the fourth through sixth grades as 
of the 2023-2024 school year will attend from 9 a.m. 
to noon each day, while boys and girls entering kin-
dergarten through the third grade will attend from 10 
a.m. to noon. The 1 to 4 p.m. session is for boys en-
tering the seventh through ninth grades. Direct email 
to njanak@ccisd.net for registration details.

Locals play in Futures Game
 Dobie sophomore right-hander Cruz Torres, the 
2023 Newcomer of the Year in the District 22-6A var-
sity baseball ranks, was joined by Lutheran South’s 
Victor Coronado and Roland Aguillon at the Great-
er Houston Baseball Coaches Association’s Futures 
Game June 6 after press time. See more details in the 
June 15 issue. 

 Despite falling one win 
shy of a third consecutive 
national tournament berth, 
the San Jacinto College 
softball program still had 
plenty to celebrate after 
finishing 42-19 overall in 
2023.
 Leading the way for 
the Ravens was freshman 
infielder Arianna Wright, 
who set all-time sin-
gle-season marks in sev-
eral offensive categories 
at San Jacinto College on 
her way to being named 
the Region XIV South Di-
vision and overall Confer-
ence Player of the Year.
 Wright is now the 
program’s single-season 
leader in batting average 
(.522), slugging percent-
age (.968), home runs (17) 
and runs batted in (71) as 
she delivered arguably the 
best all-around season in 
SJC softball history.
 Along with the region 
and conference honors, 
Wright has also been 
named a National Fast-
pitch Coaches Association 
All-Midwest Region first-
team honoree and is sure 
to draw National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-
tion All-American consid-
eration later this month.
 While Wright estab-
lished herself as an all-
time great at San Jacinto 
College on the offensive 

side of things, sophomore 
pitcher Christin Haygood 
now departs San Jacinto 
College as perhaps its top 
all-time pitcher.
 A two-time Region XIV 
and Conference Pitcher of 
the Year, Haygood was 
19-2 with a 1.50 earned 
run average in 2023 and 
collected 37 wins over her 
two seasons with San Ja-
cinto College.
 Like Wright, Haygood 
was named a National 
Fastpitch Coaches Associ-
ation All-Midwest Region 
first-team performer.
 Wright and Haygood 
were San Jacinto Col-
lege’s top performers 
from the 2023 season, 
and they were joined by 
several teammates who 
also earned all-region and 
all-conference honors.

 Outfielders Chloe Fos-
ter and Leslie Longoria as 
well as designated player 
Izzy Farmer were Region 
XIV All-South Confer-
ence honorees.
 Foster hit .375 and had 
12 extra-base hits while 
scoring 39 runs. Longo-
ria, a Class of 2021 Do-
bie High School graduate, 
scored 37 runs and hit 
.386, second-best on the 
team. Farmer hit .374 with 
29 runs batted in. 
 San Jacinto College’s 
Region XIV All-South 
Conference second team 
honorees included catch-
er Haleigh McDonald and 
infielders Ella Casas and 
Emma Garcia.
 McDonald drew praise 
for her outstanding defen-
sive work as well as her 
guidance of the pitching 

staff behind the plate, and 
Garcia hit .361 and scored 
63 runs over the course of 
58 games played.
 Casas, meanwhile, hit 
.311 and drove in 25 runs 
this season, scoring 14 
runs along the way.
 Farmer and Longoria 
were All-Region XIV sec-
ond-team selections.

San Jacinto College freshman softball star Arianna 
Wright put together one of the best offensive sea-
sons in program history in 2023 and has collected 
plenty of postseason honors.

Christin Haygood of San Jacinto College won 37 ca-
reer games over two seasons as she was named the 
Region XIV and Conference Pitcher of the Year in 
both 2022 and 2023.

Campa 10th at nationals

Alberto Campa, a Dobie graduate and current Colo-
rado School of Mines men’s distance runner, earned 
U.S. Track and Field and Cross-Country Coaches 
Association second-team All-American status after 
placing 10th in the 1,500 at the NCAA Division II 
Outdoor Track and Field Championships, clocking 
in at 3 minutes, 56.03 seconds in Pueblo, Colo.

2023 SJC Raven Softball
42-19 overall, 18-6 conference
Second Place, South Conference

Christin Haygood – Conference Pitch-
er of the Year, NFCA All-Midwest Re-
gion First Team
Arianna Wright – Conference Player 
of the Year, NFCA All-Midwest Region 
First Team

SJC’s Wright
All-American
 The National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-
tion on June 6 named San 
Jacinto College freshman 
shortstop a second-team 
All-American in the Divi-
sion I ranks.
 Wright (see story be-
low) was previously 
named the Region XIV 
Player of the Year.
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
THE EXPERIENCE  

YOU NEED.  
THE NAME  

YOU TRUST.
281-464-SOLD (7653)

New! Webster -  Luxury townhome 3-4-2, game room, dining, island 
kitchen with seating, gorgeous resort style communiy! #VIA

NEW! League City - Darling 3-2-2 with study, formal dining, kitchen 
open to den, covered patio. Won’t last!

NEW! Sagemeadow - Great opportunity! Nice 4-2-2 det, both for-
mals, large bedrooms, den with FP, covered patio, carport! #Mor

New Listing! Pine Hollow - Beautiful 5-2.5-2 on corner lot! Formal 
dining, game room, updates galore! #PIN

New Listing! Sageglen -  Beautiful 4-2.5-2 DET with study and 
game room! Updated kitchen and bathrooms! #GATSOLD in 3 DAYS

SOLD in 5 DAYS
SOLD

SOLD in 1 DAY
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Dobie soccer’s Guzman to play at Concordia University

Dobie Class of 2023 graduate Ronaldo Guzman (second from 
left), who as a junior in 2022 scored 22 goals and dished out 
seven assists for the District 22-6A varsity boys’ soccer cham-
pionship team, will continue his education and playing career 
at Concordia University in Austin after signing with the Tor-
nados of the NCAA Division III ranks. Those with him at the 
signing included, left to right, Roberto Guzman (father), Rosa 
Guzman (mother), Romario Guzman (brother), Roberto Guz-

man Jr. (brother), Karla Bueno (girlfriend) and Auriela Bueno 
(Karla Bueno’s mother). Concordia University late last month 
announced that each of its varsity sports, men’s soccer includ-
ed, will join the Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference for 
the start of the 2024-2025 academic year. The Tornados, who 
play a fall schedule, were 10-3-4 overall, advancing to the con-
ference tournament semifi nals.

Longhorn soccer star Victor Hernandez to Berea

Senior co-captain Victor Hernandez (third from left), who 
scored a program second-best of 23 single-season goals in 2023 
while leading the Dobie varsity boys’ soccer program to the Re-
gion III title game, will continue his education and playing ca-
reer at Berea College in Berea, Kentucky, after signing a letter 

of intent with the Mountaineers. Those with him at the signing 
included, left to right, Guadalupe Cota (grandmother), Luna 
Hernandez (sister) and Mauricio Hernandez (father). Berea is 
an NCAA Division III program and went 9-7-3 overall last fall. 
Hernandez had 31 career goals at Dobie.

Berea College soccer inks JFD’s Emerson Saravia

Dobie Class of 2023 graduate and varsity boys’ soccer stand-
out Emerson Saravia (seated second from left) is set to join 
the NCAA Division Berea College men’s soccer program in 
Berea, Ky. after signing a letter of intent with the Mountain-

eers. Those with Saravia at the signing included, left to right, 
Daniel Saravia (brother), Maria Saravia (mother), Hector Sar-
avia (father) and Isai Saravia (brother). Emerson Saravia was 
a 2023 fi rst-team All-District selection.

Clear Brook Class of 2023 graduate Nalani Smith 
(seated center), a key contributor  to the Wolver-
ine varsity girls’ basketball program’s back-to-
back District 22-6A championship squads, is set 
to continue her education and playing career at 
East Texas Baptist University in Marshall, af-

ter signing a letter of intent with the Tigers. 
With Smith at the signing included, left to right, 
(standing) Ryan Zeleski (varsity assistant, Mile-
ka Loydrake (varsity head coach), Kyelah Hodg-
es (freshman assistant) and Alfredo Gonzales (ju-
nior varsity assistant).

Brook’s Smith picks East Texas Baptist hoops

At right, Clear Brook 
High School Class of 
2023 graduate and 
standout football play-
er Jydius Williams 
(seated center) will con-
tinue his education and 
playing career at Texas 
Lutheran University in 
Seguin. Smith’s par-
ents, Chasity George 
(left) and Jydius Wil-
liams Sr., were at the 
signing to celebrate 
the event. In 2023 with 
Clear Brook, Williams 
had 83 total tackles 
as one of the Wolver-
ines’ top run stoppers 
and will look to make 
a quick impact for the 
Bulldogs, who were 
4-6 overall. Texas Lu-
theran University is 
an NCAA Division III 
program that com-
petes in the Ameri-
can Southwest Con-
ference. The Bulldogs 
will open the 2023 sea-
son at Wisconsin Osh-
kosh Sept. 2.

Clear Brook’s Williams picks Texas Lutheran

 The Clear Creek Ed-
ucation Foundation is in 
full swing while planning 
its eighth Annual Clear 
Creek ISD Alumni and 
Friends Topgolf Invita-
tional. 
 This year’s tourna-
ment will be held on June 
22, with plenty of fun-
filled competitions in the 
works.
 Event organizers will  
host a 19th Hole Par-Tee 
at the “Caddy Shack” 

from 3 to 7 p.m., and there 
will be plenty of games, 
drinks, toss a tee and a raf-
fle during the event. 
 Registration and spon-
sorships are available now, 
and with limited bays re-
maining, quick action is 
encouraged. Visit https://
www.clearcreekeduca 
tionfoundation.org/alum 
ni-topgolf/ for more infor-
mation. 
 Last year’s tournament 
raised more than $50,000 

for CCISD teachers and 
staff. 
 All funds raised from 
the event go toward in-
spiring educational ex-
cellence within CCISD 
through CCEF’s programs 
that include educational 
grants for both teachers 
and students, support-
ing Clear Horizon Early 
College High School and 
underwriting the costs for 
teachers to obtain Nation-
al Board Teacher certifica-

Alumni, Friends Invitational comes June 22
tion.
 Since its founding in 
1992, CCEF has been a 
nonprofit dedicated to 
building public educa-
tion in Clear Creek ISD 
through grants and pro-
grams that empower ev-
ery student to achieve 
academic and personal 
success. CCEF has con-
tributed over $5 million 
to CCISD for innovative 
programs in the class-
room.

JFD’s Garza
joins
River 

Monsters
At right, Dobie High 
School graduate and 
current University of 
Texas at San Antonio se-
nior-to-be Daniel Garza 
was the opening night 
starting pitcher for the 
Seguin River Monsters 
May 31 as they began 
the 2023 Texas Colle-
giate League summer 
season with a 7-6 walk-
off win over the Bra-
zos Valley Bombers at 
Smokey Joe Williams 
Field in Seguin. Gar-
za, a four-year varsity 
starting pitcher at Do-
bie, was used quite a bit  
as a multi-inning reliev-
er at UTSA this spring 
as the Roadrunners put 
together one of the best 
regular seasons in pro-
gram history despite 
seeing their season end 
at the Conference USA 
postseason tournament. 
In 2023, Garza was 5-1  
with a 4.75 earned run 
average, appearing 19 
times and logging 47 1/3 
total frames. In his start 
with the River Mon-
sters, Garza struck out 
fi ve over three frames.

Raymond J Photography



       SERVICE

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

A/C & Appliance Repair
• Former Sear’s Technician
• Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPONMike’s Affordable Pressure 
Washing Service

Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios • Etc...
832-606-1074

THURSDAY, JUNE 8
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell 
Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or visit 
https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets at 
either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117 
Broadway St., Pearland, or on Zoom. See 
Chamber of Commerce website or call 281-
485-3634.
9:30 a.m. NASA Aglow Community 
Lighthouse – Praise Chapel, 18516 Hwy. 3 in 
Webster. The public is welcome and encour-
aged to bring others. Call 281-910-1971 or visit 
aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express 
Network – American Business Women’s 
Association-South meetings are held at Big 
Horn BBQ, 2300 Smith Ranch Rd, Pearland, 
TX 77584, Pearland. Lunch is 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. ($20 cash or check). Includes networking; 
all ages/occupations invited. Bring business 
cards. Reservations appreciated. Visit www.
seen-abwa.org.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-
6300.
6:30 p.m. Pearland Area Republican’s Club 
– meets at VFW Post 7109 Pearland, 4202 W 
Walnut St., Pearland. Email pearlandareare
publicanclub@gmail.com or visit www.face
book.com/PARCTX.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – free 
discussion about Judaism and religion in gen-
eral at Sawa Resaurant and Grill, 16608 El 
Camino Real, Houston. Contact socialaction@
shaarhashalom.org for more information.

FRIDAY, JUNE 9
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vig-
ilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. 
FM 518, Pearland, First Presbyterian Church 
(youth building). Call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
servicess are live and Zoom online. For details, 

visit https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drink-
ers/addicts share and discover choices avail-
able. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
See Friday’s notice.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an addict. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. 
Call 281-487-8787 or visit https://www.hous
tonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 prior to com-
ing.

SUNDAY, JUNE 11
8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship at 11456 Space Center 
Blvd. in the back of a medical/retail community. 
Call 281-479-7285 or stop by. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets at 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena. Call 713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at 
Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-
419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, JUNE 12
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at   713-472-0565 for tours of 
exhibits.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway, is now open. Volunteers teach dance 
lessons. Call 281-554-1180.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets at IHOP, 
11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and improve ELLIOTT’S REMODELING

A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

crossword skills. Call 281-488-2923.
7 p.m. AA– St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery open 
meeting in the education Bldg., room 4, at 
11011 Hall Rd. Call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or 
Rita at 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – 
#0683 chapter meets at Methodist Church, 
110 N Friendswood Dr. in the educational  
bldg., room 201. Call Lynette Ringrose at 832-
858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, JUNE 13
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
10:00 a.m. CCART – The Clear Creek 
Association of Retired Teachers at Bay Area 
Community Center, 5002 NASA Parkway in 
Seabrook. 
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Monday’s notice.
10:30 a.m. Tri County Republican Women 
– General meetings held at Golfcrest Country 
Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Visit 
www.tricountyrw.club/ or call 832-250-8901.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – Club #05324194 meets in 
person at 10500 Scarsdale Blvd (SB Chamber 
of Commerce) for a hybrid meeting. Visit 
sehouston.toastmastersclubs.org or call 832- 
722-9061.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway. Casual 
ballroom dancing. Call 281-554-1180.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

The Handyman Can.
Restore, Repair, Update

Work done right at the right price
Serving southbelt and surrounding areas.

Call today for a free quote and let 
us know what we can do for you! 

713.408.4547

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

HELP
WANTEDCHILD CARE

LOOKING FOR CHILD 
CARE on Saturdays. 
Work from 7:30 a.m. - 
6:30 p.m. Take care of 
four children under 5 
years of age. Light 
housekeeping and meal 
preparation. Must pass 
background check. Non-
smoker, must be orga-
nized and energetic. If 
interested, send resume 
to email: fcruz55@com
cast.net, text: 832-877-
1699 or fax: 713-740-
9911. 6-8 

MISCELLANEOUS
CLOSING BUSINESS 
FOR SALE. 16 ft. x 8 ft. 
tandom axle utility trailer. 
In good condition with 
tires in good condition. 
$2,800. Call Harold at 
713-643-9900. 6-8
CLOSING BUSINESS. 
FOR SALE. Two enclosed 
metal shelving units. 36” 
x 24” x 96” with six 
shelves. Good condition. 
$85 each. Call Harold at 
713-643-9900 6-8
CLOSING BUSINESS. 
FOR SALE. Two exten-
sion ladders, one is a 
20-ft, and the other is a 
24-ft. Both in good condi-
tion. $75 and $100. Call 
Harold at 713-643-9900  
 6-8

SERVICE
TREE SERVICE. 
Removal, trimming, top-
ping and pruning (includ-
ing palm trees). Free esti-
mates. Call Ruben 832-
406-0183.  6-8

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

ASH TREE SERVICE
We’d love the opportunity to give you a 
free estimate for any tree work needed.

• Local and Insured
• Never pay until job is completed
Contact Kim at 832-493-2846

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-8887. 
 8-24
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 7-13

Support
Leader

Advertisers

2023-2024 Pasadena ISD 
Public Information meeting:
 A public informational meeting will be held by 
Pasadena Independent School District on Tues-
day, June 13, 2023, to seek public comments on 
the needs and use of federal funds within Title I, 
II, III and IV. 
 The purpose of the meeting is to seek input on 
how the district can use funds to provide supple-
mental services and support to students, families, 
teachers, administrators, and other district staff.  
 Meetings are scheduled at 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m at the Pasadena ISD – Carmen Orozco Pro-
fessional Development Complex, 1832 E. Sam 
Houston Pkwy S., Room #101A, Pasadena TX 
77503. 
For more information, please contact the  
Pasadena ISD - Special Programs office  

at 713-740-0225.
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

 The South Belt-Elling-
ton Leader’s Top Sports 
Stories of the 2022-2023 
School Year could have 
very well begun as rather 
unlikely tales, yet ended 
up earning equal measures 
of admiration for their fi -
nal chapters.
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
soccer team delivered a 
run in 2023 that very well 
could have qualifi ed as the 
best in program history, 
earning its rightful spot as 
the top team honor of the 
school year.
 The Longhorns ulti-
mately fell short of reach-
ing state – something the 
2017 team did – but an un-
defeated run to the Region 
III championship match, 
just one win away from 
state, was enough to give 
the decorated program its 
best-ever record at 24-1-4.
 And while the Long-
horns were busy turning 
heads on the pitch with 
fi rst a ninth straight district 
championship and then 
four playoff wins, Clear 
Brook senior Kennedy 
Thompson was seemingly 
coming up with personal 
records on a weekly basis 
en route to a state berth in 
the girls’ discus throw.
 Thompson, a relative 
newcomer to the sport, 
came up with PRs on three 
different occasions during 
the postseason alone to 
qualify out of Region 
III for the Class 6A state 
championships.   
 There, her best throw of 
148 feet, 6 inches earned 
Thompson a bronze med-
al, capping a remarkable 
senior season and certain-
ly qualifying as the top 
individual performance of 
the school year.
JFD soccer jumps hurdles

 The Dobie soccer pro-
gram entered the 2023 
season with plenty of fan-
fare. 
 And with already eight 
straight league titles in 
house, the Longhorns very 
well should have been on 
the short list of region title 
contenders.
 Yet if those on the out-
side had known a little 
bit of what had gone on 
during the offseason, per-
haps the Longhorns would 
have been given a mul-
ligan if things had come 
apart in 2023.
 First, Ronaldo Guzman, 
who as a junior in 2022 
was named the District 22-
6A Offensive Most Valu-
able Player while tying the 
Dobie single-season re-
cord of 22 goals, suffered 
a knee injury that would 
ultimately rob him of his 
fi nal prep season.
 As if that news cost 
Dobie head coach Justo 
Manrique some sleepless 
nights, the veteran leader 
of the Longhorns would 
later hear from 22-6A 
Newcomer of the Year 

Victor Hernandez that he, 
too, had knee issues and 
was less than 100 percent 
physically leading up to 
the preseason.
 Hernandez healed 
quickly and delivered a se-
nior season that included 
23 goals on his way to 22-
6A Most Valuable Player 
honors.
 Fellow senior Jordi 
Garcia became the new 
all-time single-season 
goal scorer in Dobie pro-
gram history with 28 as he 
was named the Offensive 
Most Valuable Player in 
the district.
 Hernandez and Garcia 
were far from the lone 
stars for the Longhorns, 
who fi rst pocketed the an-
nual Pearland/Pasadena 
ISD Cup crown and then 
were one of just three 
unbeaten programs at the 
Austin Lakes Elite Show-
case. Two more wins at the 
Battleground Invitational 
in Deer Park produced a 
9-0-1 nondistrict push.
 Dobie’s District 22-6A 
championship run, again, 
No. 9 in a row, included 
a pair of 1-1 ties against 
the Pasadena Eagles as the 
lone blips. 
 In closing out a 10-0-
2 record to get to 19-0-2, 
the Longhorns outscored 
their fi nal four opponents 
by a combined 26 to 0. In 
league play alone, Dobie 
outscored its 12 foes 60 to 
8.
 After reaching the state 
tournament in 2017 for the 
fi rst time in program his-
tory, the Longhorns had 
experienced a mixed bag 
in the postseason.
 The 2018 squad reached 
the regional quarterfi nals 
before a loss to North 
Shore, but Strake Jesuit 
knocked the Longhorns 
out in the bidistrict round 
a season later via penalty 
kicks. 
 The 2020 squad did win 
the 22-6A crown and was 
16-1-4 overall when the 
pandemic ended play.
 From there, the 2021 
and 2022 squads lost 
bidistrict round games, 
with Kingwood winning 
1-0 in 2021 and Strake 
Jesuit claiming a 3-2 win 

last season.
 The 2023 playoff run 
began with a 4-0 bidistrict 
victory at Humble, and the 
Longhorns then scored a 
1-0 win over Region III 
power Alief Elsik in the 
area round.
 Playing on the road yet 
again in the regional quar-
terfi nals, the Longhorns 
clipped Pearland 3-1 at 
The Rig to reach the Re-
gion III Final Four for the 
fi rst time since 2017.
 Dobie then downed 
Katy ISD’s Jordan 3-2 
before losing to eventu-
al state champion Seven 
Lakes in the Region III fi -
nal.
 Considering how the 
offseason played out, what 
the Longhorns did on the 
pitch in 2023 was nothing 
short of Sports Story of 
the School Year worthy.
 To say Thompson en-
joyed a whirwind of a 
school year might just be 
an understatement.
 She won the fi rst of two 
straight 24-6A discus ti-
tles and then continued to 
excel on the summer track 
and fi eld circuit as she 
sought a college scholar-
ship opportunity. 
 Thompson fi rst fi nished 
her fi nal season with the 
Clear Brook varsity vol-
leyball program, ultimate-
ly scoring second-team 
All-District honors at mid-
dle blocker.
 On Feb. 9 via her Twit-
ter account, Thompson 
announced her collegiate 
signing with Mississippi 
College. 
 Instead of coasting 
through her fi nal discus/
shot season in the spring, 
Thompson instead went 
all in.
 Six different regular 
season meets ended with 
Thompson winning gold 
medals in the discus. She 
won her second straight 
24-6A crown and then 
won a 23-6A/24-6A area 
round gold before fi nish-
ing second at regionals.
 Despite entering the 
state meet as the lowest 
seed based on regional 
performance, Thompson 
claimed a bronze medal. 
What a top story.

...to Summer!
...at the Rainforest and Aquarium Pyramids, Dinos Alive Exhibit and more!

...at the spa, Colonel Paddlewheel Boat or the Moody Gardens Golf Course.
...at Palm Beach with daytime fun or on Saturday nights with DJs and live music.

Resort to Getaway with special events
and great hotel packages all summer long!

Explore

Resort to...Resort to...

Fun

RResort to...

Relax

Resort to...Resort to...

Getaway

Resort to...Resort to...

...at 

Resor
and great

p

Tickets & Hotel Packages

MOODYGARDENS.ORG

SCAN FOR DETAILS
Moody Gardens transforms into a

bicycle enthusiast's dream!AUG. 25-27

SCAN FOR DETAILS
A big weekend that will thrill visitors

by land, sea and air! AUG. 11-13

SCAN FOR DETAILS
Cheers to a weekend of wine, food,

live music, fireworks and fun! SEP. 1-3

At left, Dobie varsity boys’ soccer head coach Justo Manrique is shown with 
each of the program’s nine consecutive district championship trophies as well 
as other hardware earned over the years following a 2023 season that saw the 
Longhorns reach the Region III title game. Meanwhile, Clear Brook High 
School Class of 2023 graduate Kennedy Thompson (above) celebrates with her 
mother, Joy Thompson, after winning a state bronze medal in the Class 6A dis-
cus event at the state championships in Austin. Dobie’s impressive 24-1-4 season 
along with Thompson’s state run combined to represent the South Belt-Elling-
ton Leader’s Top Story of the 2022-2023 school year.

Top 2022-2023 honors

Dobie boys’ soccer run to final;
Thompson’s bronze lead year
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