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A 3 1/2-foot alligator was found in a drainage ditch behind the Sagemeadow subdivision by Animal 
Control Services Tuesday as the alligator was crossing through the backyard of a local resident. 
Animal Control Services stated the gator meant no harm and was more than likely looking to fi nd 
a new territory. The alligator was peacefully relocated to the ditch near the subdivisions of Sage-
meadow, Riverstone Ranch and Lakes at Golfcrest.                                   Photo by Dean Baier

Sagemont Church celebrates Fourth of July 4
Annual South Belt fireworks display, parade postponned till next year

 Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and 
traditional regulations regarding the sale of fi re-
works, South Belt residents will have limited op-
tions this year when celebrating the Fourth of 
July.

Sagemont Church
 Sagemont Church had its annual Fourth of 
July celebration Sunday, June 26, on its church 
grounds by the giant cross.
 The event featured a carnival with infl atables, a 
great selection of food trucks and a concert by the 
Purple Hulls bluegrass duo. Festivities concluded 
with a massive fi reworks display.

South Belt July 4 parade, fi reworks
 Both the annual South Belt Fourth of July pa-
rade and the annual South Belt Fourth of July 
fi reworks show have again been canceled this 
year due to permitting issues associated with the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 This marks the third consecutive year the local 
events were called off.
 Prior to the pandemic, the South Belt Fourth 
of July parade had only been canceled once in 
the event’s 33-year history, as the 2018 parade 
was scrubbed due to heavy rain and fl ooding 
during the time of the parade.
 The yearly South Belt Fourth of July fi re-
works show is funded by the annual South Belt 
Spectacular Cook-off, held each spring – also at 
El Franco Lee Park.
 Like the parade and fi reworks show, the South 
Belt Spectacular Cook-off has also been can-
celed the past three years due to Harris County 
issues associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 Organizers of all three local events told the 
Leader they plan to resume the annual festivities 
next year.
 “We’re coming back bigger and better,” said 

event organizer and Leader publisher Marie 
Flickinger.

Fireworks regulations

 Many South Belt residents are understandably 
confused as to the current regulations involving 
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Kirkwood to meet June 30
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
June 30, at the Sagemont Community Center, 
11507 Hughes Road. 
 Meetings are typically scheduled for the 
last Thursday of the month. 
 For additional information, call Kirkwood 
Civic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 
281-989-9990.

Active COVID cases increase
 The number of active COVID-19 cases in 
the South Belt community continues to grow, 
with increases being reported in all three local 
ZIP codes.
 As of Tuesday, June 28, there had been 
13,169 confi rmed cases in 77089. Of those, 
371 remain active, up 160 from the previous 
week. To date, 133 from the ZIP code have 
died from the disease, up one from the previ-
ous week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there had been 10,236 
confi rmed cases. Of those, 236 remain active, 
down 385 from the previous week. To date, 
there have been 77 deaths in the ZIP code, no 
increase from the previous week.
 In 77034 (total population: 40,532), there 
had been 8,974 confi rmed cases. Of those, 
211 remained active, up 102 from the previ-
ous week. To date, 5 residents from ZIP code 
77034 died from the disease last week. 
 According to Harris County offi cials, the 
vast majority of the fatalities suffered from 
pre-existing health issues.
 Statistics are updated daily and in-
clude numbers from within the Houston 
city limits and throughout Harris County. 
To view an interactive map, visit covid-har-
riscounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cumula
tive-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one southbound frontage road lane 
and at least one northbound frontage road lane 
will be closed on the Gulf Freeway from FM 
518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 
a.m. through Friday, Sept. 30.
 At least one southbound main lane and 
frontage road lane and at least one northbound 
main lane and frontage road lane will be 
closed on the Gulf Freeway from NASA By-
pass/NASA Road 1 to SH 96 in League City 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Dec. 31.
 Both the northbound entrance and south-
bound entrance ramps from FM 518 in League 
City will be completely closed until further no-
tice. Motorists should use the entrance ramps 
from SH 96.
 The northbound exit ramp to FM 517 in 
Dickinson will be completely closed until fur-
ther notice. Motorists should use the north-
bound exit ramp to Holland/Hughes.
 Two outside southbound lanes on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from Texas City Rail-
road to SH 6/SH 146 in La Marque nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Jan. 8.
 The northbound entrance ramps from both 
FM 519/Main Street and FM 1765/Texas Av-
enue in La Marque will be completely closed 
until further notice. Motorists should use the 
next available northbound entrance ramp.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Island Breeze begins work
 Island Breeze Car Wash Scarsdale, 11210 
Scarsdale, will open Friday, July 1 after tem-
porarily closing for renovations. 
 During this time, hand-wash services will 
still be provided for full-service packages. 
Customers with monthly memberships (Fast 
Pass) will be prorated for the time closed. 

Properly destroy flags
 Residents wishing to properly destroy a 
fl ag may take them to RE/MAX 5 Star Realty, 
4802 E. Sam Houston Parkway S, Suite 150; 
the Leader offi ce, 11555 Beamer; and The 
Gardens, 12001 Beamer. 
 All collected fl ags will be destroyed during 
a private American Legion ceremony. For 
more  information, to register as a collection 
site or to request a fl ag be picked up, contact 
Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545 or KBarbour@
KBarbourRealtor.com.

Pachyderms event July 14
 The Galveston Island Pachyderms presents 
a  dynamic motivational speaker, Scott Presler, 
honored by CPAC to speak Thursday, July 14 
at the San Luis Hotel. 
 This event will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m, The entrance fee is $25 and includes 
lunch. Send either RSVPs or questions to 
homefree9990@yahoo.com.

St. Luke announces festival
 St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church is host-
ing a fall festival and parish raffl e from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Nov. 12. 
 The festival will be held at 11011 Hall Rd, Hous-
ton, TX 77089, in the rear parking lot. Addition-
al parking will be provided at Dobie High School, 
10220 Blackhawk Blvd, Houston, TX 77089. 
 A shuttle from Dobie’s lot to the festival will be 
available. 
 Admission is free and open to the public. Includ-
ed in the festivals schedule are crafts, food, DJ mu-
sic, and activities for children. 

Body of male found in ditch

Wednesday, June 22,  a Harris County Flood Control employee found a body of an  adult 
male  in the Beamer Road ditch close to the east bank, just south of the Scarsdale and 
Beamer intersection. Recovery of the body took approximately four hours and involved 
multiple agencies.                                                                                Photo by Marie Flickinger

City, county launch heat program
 Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, Harris County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia and Reliant 
offi cially launched the 2022 Beat the Heat Program.
 For the 16th consecutive year, Reliant’s Beat the 
Heat Program will help area residents stay cool and 
manage their electricity use during the hot summer 
months. Reliant’s $70,000 donation to the program 
will allow the Houston Health Department’s Area 
Agency on Aging to continue to offer portable air 
conditioners to qualifying individuals. “The hot 
weather every summer takes a toll on our most vul-
nerable Houstonians,” said Turner. “This gives them 
a chance to keep their homes cool and manage the 
potential for high electricity bills. I thank Reliant for 
making sure that Houstonians are equipped with the 
right tools to beat this summer’s heat and avoid any 
heat-related illnesses or complications.”

 The City of Houston is encouraging older adults, 
people with disabilities, and other vulnerable indi-
viduals/families who do not have means to cool their 
homes to call the Houston Health Department’s Area 
Agency on Aging at 832-393-4301 and apply for the 
program. Due to the pandemic, the City of Houston, 
will open its cooling centers only in the event of heat 
emergencies. Proper social distancing and sanitation 
measures will be in place in the cooling centers. To 
be notifi ed when emergency cooling centers open, 
register for AlertHouston notifi cations. one may call 
311, or visit the Offi ce of Emergency Management’s 
website for updates and locations.
 For more information, visit www.reliant.com/en/
about/community/beat-the-heat.jsp#:~:text=Hous-
ton%20Health%20Department,393%2D4301%20
to%20learn%20more.

Walgreens robbed; thieves caught
also involved in the incident. The arrests were 
made by Houston Police offi cers. The robbers 
were reportedly occupying multiple apart-
ments in the complex located near Scott Street.
 An investigation into the group that robbed 
the Fuqua and Blackhawk locations has possi-
bly linked the suspects to the Thursday, April 
21 robbery of the Walgreens at Scarsdale and 
Beamer. In the Scarsdale robbery the suspects 
fl ed with approximately $5,000. 
 At press time Wednesday morning, one ju-
venile and four adults were still being detained 
as police were checking into the possibly re-
lated robberies. Check future Leaders for more 
information.

 Five black males were arrested at their 
apartments located on Scott Street after hold-
ing up the Walgreens drug store on Blackhawk 
and Beltway 8 Thursday, June 23. 
 The group had apparently also held up the 
Walgreens store on Fuqua before hitting the 
one on Blackhawk. 
 They were driving a gold/yellow vehicle 
which they had confi scated earlier. Police took 
part in a vehicle chase which ended at 4200 
Barberry near Scott Street.
 One suspect was found in an abandoned 
apartment unit, and three others were found in 
another apartment unit.
 Pct. 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s offi ce was 

HPD arrest suspect in April ’21 shooting
a black 2008 Dodge Ram pickup truck. He had 
suffered an apparent gunshot wound.
 Houston Fire Department paramedics re-
sponded and pronounced Baeza dead at the 
scene.
 A preliminary investigation and witness state-
ments indicated the pickup truck was traveling 
south on the Gulf Freeway, exited at a high rate 
of speed, went over the curb and struck a pole 
near a business.
 Witnesses also reported seeing a white sedan 
driving recklessly just prior to the crash.
 Further investigation led to the identity of 
Gonzales as the suspect in this case. He was ar-
rested on Thursday, June 23, without incident 
and subsequently charged in the shooting.

 Houston police 
have arrested a sus-
pect charged in the fatal 
shooting of a man that 
took place this past April 
in the 13800 block of the 
Gulf Freeway near Belt-
way 8.
 The suspect, Alexan-
der Ray Gonzales, 21, 
was charged with murder 
for his role in the death of 
Zeferino Baeza, 30.
 According to police, patrol offi cers respond-
ed to a crash on April 2 at the above address and 
found Baeza unresponsive in the driver’s seat of 

Alexander Ray 
Gonzales

 A pedestrian was killed in a hit-and-run crash 
that occurred about 1:45 a.m. Sunday, June 19, 
in the 13100 block of SH 3/Old Galveston Road 
near Fuqua.
 The identity of the victim, 22, is pending ver-
ifi cation by the Harris County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.
 According to Houston Police Department of-
fi cials, the male was walking in the roadway at 

the above address and was struck by a sedan of 
unknown make or model. The driver did not stop 
to provide medical assistance and fl ed the scene.
 The victim was pronounced dead at the scene 
by Houston Fire Department paramedics.
 Anyone with information in this case or on the 
identity of the wanted driver is urged to contact 
the HPD Hit and Run Unit at 713-247-4072 or 
Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS (8477.

Hit, run kills male pedestrian June 19

Alligator found in South Belt
Dead man found in Beamer ditch
 Multiple groups of emergency workers and 
police joined forces in the recovery of a body of 
a dead man who was found in the Beamer Road 
ditch iust south of the Scarsdale and Beamer in-
tersection on Wednesday, June 22 around 9 a.m.
 Work on the ditch has been abandoned by the  
contractor for approximately the past month. 
(See related story  this page.)
 Those involved included the Houston Police 
Department, Constable Jerry Garcia and offi cers, 

the Southeast Volunteer Fire Department and 
HPD Homicide.
 The cause of death had not been announced at 
press time. Recovery of the body was aided by a 
turn in the current. The body had suffered dam-
age having been in the ditch for a while in the hot 
weather and with varmints in the ditch.
 The body reportedly had a wristband possibly 
from a medical facility. More information will be 
available in future issues of the South Belt Leader. 

Ditch contractor abandons Beamer
al Project i.e. a partnership project with the U.S. 
Army Corp of Engineers, it adds another layer 
of complexity to construction requirements and 
deadlines. The Flood Control district is working 
to get the job done as quickly as possible.”
 Complete Concrete was awarded the low-bid 
contract to complete the work. Harris County is 
required by law to accept the lowest offer.
 Begun in January 2021, the Mud Gully Chan-
nel Conveyance Improvements Project was orig-
inally scheduled to be complete by fall 2022, but 
county offi cials said the endeavor was only 30 
percent complete at the time of the unexplained 
pause in construction last month.
 A joint project between Harris County and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the project was 
funded in part by a bond package approved by 
voters in 2018.
 A component of the Clear Creek Federal Proj-
ect, the Mud Gully Channel Conveyance Im- 
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 The contractor hired to make drainage im-
provements to Beamer Ditch has abandoned the 
project, according to offi cials with the Harris 
County Flood Control District.
 “We recognize that the overall progress for 
the Mud Gully (Beamer ditch) project has been 
slower than anticipated,” a statement from the 
Harris County Flood Control District read. 
“Construction of the Mud Gully Channel Con-
veyance improvements project is being actively 
monitored and followed by the Flood Control 
District, which includes contract notifi cation 
requirements to confi rm the contractor’s inten-
tions. As of June 17, 2022, we have declared that 
the contractor has abandoned the project, and a 
performance bond claim has been issued to the 
surety company. We are working with the surety 
company to determine what the next steps will be 
to move the project forward, which also extends 
to cleaning up debris from the site. Additionally, 
as this project is part of the Clear Creek Feder-

Pair charged in fatality of Jorge Jaimes
 Charges have been fi led against two suspects ar-
rested in the fatal shooting 
of one man and wound-
ing of another at 12931 
Nyack Drive about 9:55 
p.m. on June 15.  They 
are accused for their roles 
in the killing of Jorge Jai-
mes, 18. The other victim, 
Julian Becerra, 18, sus-
tained a gunshot wound to 
the leg.

 The suspects, Johna-
than Rashon Carter, 18, 
and Damon W. Steber, 
20, are charged with cap-
ital murder in the 232nd 
and 263rd State District 
Courts, respectively. The 
other victim, Julian Bec-
erra, 18, sustained a gun-
shot wound to the leg.
 HPD Homicide Divi-

sion Detective M. Perez, J. Nguyen and W. Huff re-

ported HPD patrol offi cers responded to a shooting 
call in a parking lot at the above address. 
 They were advised that Jaimes and Becerra were 
meeting with two males. While they were talking, 
another male approached and all three males pulled 
guns on the victims, attempting to rob them. Jaimes 
was shot when he tried to drive away. Becerra re-
turned fi re and struck one of the suspects. 
 Houston Fire Department paramedics transport-
ed Jaimes to HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake 
where he was pronounced deceased.
 Further investigation identifi ed Carter as the sus-
pect who was shot. He was driven by private vehi-
cle to HCA Houston Healthcare Pearland where he 
was then transported to Memorial Hermann - Texas 
Medical Center.  Carter was charged and booked 
into jail on June 20.
 The investigation identifi ed Steber as a second 
suspect. He was arrested on June 24 and charged in 
the case.  
 Detectives have learned of a possible identity 
of a third suspect, 21.  The investigation into his 
whereabouts and possible role in the incident is 
continuing.
 Anyone with information on the third suspect 
is urged to contact the HPD Homicide Division at 
713-308-3600 or Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS.

HPD resumes in-person PIP meetings
 The Houston Police Department has resumed 
its monthly in-person Positive Interaction Program 
meetings, held the third Tuesday of each month in 
the main building of Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital, 11800 Astoria Blvd., CES Classroom. 
Face masks are optional. The in-person functions 
were placed on hold temporarily due to hospital’s 
altered visitor’s rules during times of heightened 
COVID infections.
  For more information on how to participate in 
the meetings, email HPD Offi cer Richard Buitron 
at richard.buitron@houstonpolice.org or call 832-
395-1776.

PIP history
 The Houston Police Department has had a 
Community Service Division since the 1970s. 
When a group of citizens requested a presen-
tation on a crime prevention topic, they would 
send one of their offi cers to the group and advise 
them what they could do to keep from becom-
ing crime victims again. This is proactive polic-
ing. In 1982, out of the patrol division came the 
idea that citizens also need to know more about 
their police department before a crime occurred 
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Johnathan Carter

Damon Steber
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In My Opinion
Muecke writes 
to Sen. Alvarado
Senator Alvarado,
 I saw on TV where you are asking 
the Governor to call a special session to 
address the violence, we are seeing in 
America today. No, right now there is just 
too much grief, raw emotions, Monday 
morning quarter backing. What happened 
in Uvalde was just so Horrible, 19 young 
10 years old killed so needlessly. Then 
two teachers. The parents/family now 
walk past this bedroom, the bed is empty 
never again will they see their child there 
sleeping. These children had so much to 
live for, their future taken from them.
 Currently a 3 member panel is investi-
gating the police response. What we have 
seen and heard, this was a major failure 
for sure. We need to let this panel com-
plete their investigation before we start 
to address the violence. Two things, the 
NRA and the weapons used. The NRA 
is made up of many law abiding citizens 
that believe in gun safety, have programs 
to teach how to handle a weapon, clean, 
shoot and store correctly. Yes, they are 
also loud for a reason, we have members 
of congress and some other groups that 
want to do away with the 2 nd amend-
ment. Our founding fathers felt so strong 
that after the 1 st amendment for freedom 
of speech, they stated the right to bear 
arms was our right, as it should be. For 
personnel safety, a police may be one 
minute or hours away. May I remind you 
of Adolph Hitler, once in power he took 
the guns, then the voice and then millions 
of lives. The weapon is not our problem, it 
is the condition of our society.
 What made the Greatest Generation 
that won two major wars in just 4 years. 
A family; a mother and father that loved, 
guided and yes disciplined their children. 
Talk to we older, the belt was not only 
used to hold up dads pants but to let you 
know you did wrong. First, at school and 
again when you got home. None died 
from this, but they well learned to say 
Thank you, Yes mam or No sir. Dr. Spock 
and Madalyn O’Hair took prayer out of 
our schools and said do not whip your 
kids, it will make them bad. Well way 
back then we had one prison in Hunts-
ville, now have 9 prisons and all full. 
Read recently where Texas has 100,000 
prisoners.

 To get things back in order we need 
to bring back family where a father is in 
the home. It has been reported that 40% 
of babies are born to single women. No 
father, just a man that came down the 
street. Next our schools. This is for learn-
ing, not being scared to attend or being 
so locked up they can’t go to a bathroom. 
Put the Superintendent, the Principal and 
the teacher in charge. Some one that mis 
behaves gets punished, verbal, a good 
spanking where others see this or sus-
pension. I don’t like suspension as they 
need to be in school learning. My days 
were, James shut up, sit down or bend 
over. That worked well for me. Also, each 
class morning we had a prayer and said 
the Pledge of Allegiance with our hand 
over our heart. That needs to be brought 
back big time with the American Flag in 
each classroom. No kneeling like some so 
called sports people do.
 Now lets just wait until the next ses-
sion for the state government. Sit down 
and look at all angles, carefully study all 
issues, use good common sense to es-
tablish the right rules/laws to allow honest 
citizens to buy and keep the weapon of 
choice, then punishment of miss use and 
make our schools a disciplined learning 
center. Right now it is all about raising the 
age from 18 to 21. Just how much smart-
er, better reasoning/thinking is a 21 over 
a 18 year old. 18 year olds now enter the 
military and learn all about weapons. Will 
that now go to 21? It will be 21 to 100 that 
can go out and kill.
 Now the ownership of a weapon. I 
agree this has to be studied about who 
can purchase, own, where from and so 
forth. This 18 year old worked at Wendy’s, 
understand used a debit card to purchase 
a $2100.00 weapon and then ammo. Re-
member most of these incidents are by 
a criminal, a gang member, a mis fi t, a 
pissed off individual or one that has men-
tal issues. This is what needs to be care-
fully addressed and laws put into place. 
Sorry for this to be long but I came from 
the good old days and it pains me great-
ly to see our society in such bad shape 
today. The killing of innocent children or 
anyone young or old, just should not be 
happening. 
 Forget the weapon for now and con-
centrate on the main issue and that is 
FAMILY AND DISCPLINE. Thank you.

James E. Muecke
713-946-1616 
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
(Modified during COVID-19)

Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*

*Also Available on Facebook Live 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building 
to browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. 
For information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houston-
library.org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are: Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11 a.m. Outdoors (weather permitting) storytime for all ages. 
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for 
research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents 
with a library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s 
What’s Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a 
link for a temporary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Re-
sources for Kids accesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library 
Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual program is Craft.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 
24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-au-
diobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. 
Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for 
holds and check-out. HPL has a collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog 
for previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on download-
ing the e-book or audio book are on the site.
 Thursday, June 30, 10:30 a.m. The Basics Houston.
 Thursday, June 30, 4 p.m. Family Night Unplugged.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. 
The library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are: Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 8 
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://
www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.
 Thursday, June 30, 2 p.m. Parker Williams Book Club. This month’s book club selection 
is “They Called Us Enemy” by George Takei. Contact the branch to reserve your copy today. 
Meetings are in-person and virtual. Contact tanner.adams@hcpl.net for more information or 
to request an online invitation.

Deaths

Greetings District D Friends & Neighbors,
 Summer is here and it brings more 
people, outdoor activities and occasions 
to enjoy and celebrate some of the great 
wonders of our city. I encourage you to 
stay hydrated and check with neighbors 
and friends to make sure they are okay, 
as we experience record high tempera-

tures. Please check out what is happen-
ing in District D and the upcoming events. 
As always, please contact my offi ce with 
any questions or concerns. At your Ser-
vice,       Carolyn Evans-Shabazz, Ed.D.
 Council Member

Houston City Council District D 
districtd@houstontx.gov

Oliver W. 
Smith

 Oliver Wesley Smith, 
a longtime resident of the 
Sagemont area, passed away 
peacefully June 21, 2022. 
“PeeWee,” as he was known 
to his family, was born in 
Marquez, Texas Dec. 16, 
1922, to Charles and Del-
lie Mae Smith.  The family 
moved to Houston when he 
was 9 years old. He attended 
Milby High School through 
the 11th grade.
 At the age of 17, he began 
working for Houston Light-

Aremi Polio 
Sánchez

Bobby
 Bryant Sr.

 Bobby Bryant Sr. was born  
March 26, 1946 to Conway 
and Geneva Bryant in Warren, 
Ark. At the age of 15, Bobby 
asked Jesus into his heart and 
secured his place in heaven. 
As he left this earthly home, he 
was surrounded by his loving 
family and was greeted joy-
fully in heaven by his lord and 
savior, Jesus Christ June 23, 
2022. 
 One of Bobby’s many ac-
complishments included being 
a skilled carpenter. He would 
build anything his loving wife 
requested. But his most im-
portant work on this earth was 
his service for the lord. He sur-
rendered to the ministry at the 
age of 20 and spent a lifetime 
caring for the spiritual needs of 
his congregation and mentor-
ing many young men.
 His ministry began in 1966 
at Bacliff Missionary Baptist 
Church in Bacliff. He was then 
called as missionary pastor to 
Freeway Missionary Baptist 
Church in La Marque (1966 
-1983). From 1983 – 2012, 
he served as pastor of Faith 
Missionary Baptist Church in 
Houston until his retirement. 
At each of these churches, he 
was devoted to the member-

ship and made many lifelong 
friends.
 His number one heart’s de-
sire was to win as many souls 
for Christ as he could. Sum-
mers were always about taking 
kids to summer church camp 
at Pine Springs and Bogg 
Springs. He always made sure 
every kid was able to attend 
and never left anyone behind.  
Church functions were a high-
light, and he believed in hav-
ing fellowships at least once a 
month. Whether it was eating, 
VBS, fall festivals, or play-
ing volleyball in the fi eld, you 
could always count on him to 
be right in the middle of it. 
 More than anything, Bobby 
loved his family. From his chil-
dren to great-grandchildren, 
they were his focus in every-
thing he did. Family was his 
joy, from New Braunfels va-
cations and sporting events, to 
birthday celebrations and holi-
days (especially Christmas).  
 Bobby was an avid sup-
porter of his Houston Astros 
and Dallas Cowboys. He loved 
hunting and fi shing outings 
with his best friend, Darrell 
Streeter. The outdoors was 
where he always preferred to 
be. 
 Bobby is survived by his 
loving wife of 59 years, Gail 
Bryant; sister Elevern Curl; 
daughter Tammy and son-in
-law, Robby Hudson; son 
Bobby Jr; and wife Michelle 
Bryant; daughter Julie and 
son-in-law, Russell Knight; 
grandchildren Kristin and hus-
band Jason Enoch, Anna-Marie 
Bryant, Garrett and wife Ven-
nessa Hudson, Brad and wife 
Sara Hudson, Wesley Knight, 
Josh Williams, Mallory and 
husband Philipp Winston, Ni-
cole Bryant and Shelby Bryant; 
great-grandkids Angela Rivera, 
Jason Enochs, Jordan Enochs, 
Kiley Enochs, Arinzo Bryan, 
Braxton Arnette, Addilyn Hud-
son, Halle Hudson and Dani 
Hudson, niece Margaret Ad-
kins; nephew Mark Curl, and  
numerous other family mem-
bers; and last, but not least, 
his favorite four-legged baby, 
Heidi. 
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents and Edna Bry-
ant; sisters Beatrice Bryant, 
Evergene Curl; brother Ben-
ny Livingston; brother-in-law; 
James Curl and grandsons Ca-
leb and Joshua Bryant.
 The funeral service was 
held Tuesday, June 28,  at 
Alvin Missionary Baptist 
Church. Interment followed at 
Forest Park East Cemetery.

 The Houston Symphony 
announced the 2022 Truist 
Summer Symphony Nights 
at Miller Outdoor Theatre, in 
Hermann Park Friday, July 1, 
at 8:30 p.m.. German conduc-
tor Christian Reif makes his 
Houston debut opening the 
season leading the orchestra in 
Dvoák’s Symphony No. 7, as 
well as Copland’s Four Dance 
Episodes from Rodeo, and Er-
rollyn Wallen’s Mighty River.
 Saturday, July 2, at 8:30  
p.m., Lina Gonzáles-Graados 
and Gabriel Martins make their 
debuts as conductor and cellist 

Symphony hosts free concerts
respectively in Schumann’s 
Cello Concerto. 
 Stravinsky’s Firebird is the 
highlight of the July 8 8:30 
p.m. concert led by Christopher 
Rountree. Houston Symphony 
Assistant Conductor and hold-
er of the Ting Tsung and Wei 
Fong Chao Foundation Chair 
Yue Bao leads the 2022 Hous-
ton Symphony fi nale at Miller 
Outdoor Theatre July 9 at 8:30 
p.m. The program comprises 
Felix Mendelssohn’s Italian 
Symphony No. 4, Fanny Men-
delssohn-Hensel’s Overture in 
C major, and Prokofi ev’s Clas-

sical Symphony.
 Admission is free to all the 
Truist Summer Symphony 
Nights concerts at Miller Out-
door Theatre, but tickets are 
required for covered seating 
area. These are available on-
line at www.milleroutdoorthe
atre.com/get-tickets beginning 
at 10 a.m., one day prior to the 
performance date until noon 
on the day of the performance. 
 There are a limited number 
of tickets at the box offi ce an 
hour before the performance. 
No tickets  required for the 
hill.

 Helen Roylene Wiggins, 
lovingly known to everyone 
throughout her life as Kiki, 
passed away June 5, 2022, at 
the age of 60.
 Kiki was born January 14, 
1962, in Channelview, to Nel-
lie Jeanne and Homer Elgin 
Wiggins. She is preceded in 
death by her mother. She is 
survived by her father of La 
Porte; and her sisters, Denise 
Chatham of Pasadena, Sha-
ron Anderson of Houston, 
and Elisa Doest of La Porte. 
Kiki is also survived by her 
nieces and nephews, Daniel 
Parrish, Jennifer Doest, Kelli 
Day, Stephen Doest, Amanda 
Montcrieff and Jessica Doest; 
her brother-in-law, Leslie 
Doest; her great-nephews, Jef-
frey Day, Micah Chatham and 
Ethan Day; and her best friend 
of 48 years, Lindy Hoggard.
 After high school, Kiki 
followed in her parents’ foot-
steps with a lifelong career in 
the grocery industry, working 
in the meat department, where 
she took great pride in her 
work and relationships with 
her co-workers and custom-
ers.
 She was unique in so many 
ways. As a cancer survivor, 
she lived her life on her own 
terms and in her own ways. 

 On June 21, Houston fi re-
fi ghters arrived on scene at 
within four minutes of the 4:15 
p.m. call to fi nd light smoke 
coming from the attic of a 
2-story house at 11100 Sage-
river. The fi re caused approxi-
mately $20,000 in damages.
 They found no smoke in-
side and upon investigating 
both fl oors and the attic, found 
smoke coming from an outlet 
behind the breaker box. 
 Crews pulled the sheetrock 
and extinguished a small fi re 
with no extension found. The 
resident had issues with their 
breaker box and the wiring 
appeared to be problematic. A 
fan was used to clear for smoke 
and the power company was 
notifi ed. 
 The residents were advised 
to have a certifi ed electrician 
fi x and repair the issues prior 
to turning the power back on. 
 The American Red Cross 
was requested to assist the 
family. Firefi ghters from sta-
tions 70, 93, 36, 71, 52 and 61 
responded to this incident.

Leader checks out 
social media

By Natalie Abarca
 A member of People of 
Sagemont 2 Facebook group 
shared a video and a photo of 
a male individual that caused 
an altercation with a lady. He 
was began arguing with the 
lady and then punched her. A 
bystander intervened and then 
the lady’s son also fought the 
male. The male individual ran 
out bleeding. The incident 
occurred Saturday, June 25, 
at the H-E-B on Blackhawk 
Road.
 Another member of same 
Facebook group shared that 
nonprofi t Infi nite Hands Ini-
tiative is having a School 
Supply and Mini Health Care 

Drive Saturday, July 9, at the 
Sagemont Community Center 
located at 11507 Hughes Road 
from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. for 
elementary school students 
that attend Burnett, Frazier, 
Moore and Stuchbery. This 
post has been shared on other 
social media pages.
 A member from the Neigh-
bors app posted that their home 
was broken into but the only 
thing taken was their refriger-
ator. The member also stated 
that their friend’s refrigerator 
was also taken. The incident 
happened Friday, June 24, in 
the Riverstone Ranch subdi-
vision near Sugarbush Ridge 
Lane.

dening and playing his har-
monica. He was preceded in 
death by his parents and sib-
lings; his wife, Mickey; and 
their daughter, Sandy. He is 
survived by his wife, Phyllis; 
and her children Jeanne Hol-
lkamp, and Tom LaLonde, the 
Rev. Wally LaLonde, Mark 
LaLonde, John LaLonde, 
Steve LaLonde and Jimmy 
LaLonde and their spous-
es; 21 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren; and his 
son-in-law, Stan Sosinski. 
 Services for Oliver were  
held at Forest Park – Lawn-
dale, 6900 Lawndale St., 
Houston, TX 77023. Visita-
tion was on Wednesday, June 
29, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m, with a 
rosary recited at 7 p.m. The  
funeral service will be Thurs-
day, June 30 at 10 a.m. with  
burial immediately following. 
 In lieu of the usual remem-
brances, the family suggests 
donations be made in his hon-
or to First United Methodist 
Church – Pearland, 2314 N. 
Grand Blvd., Pearland, TX 
77581, www.fumcpearland.
org, or a charity of one’s 
choice. 

 Aremi Polio Sánchez of 
Cuidad Victoria, Tamauli-
pas, Mexico was born May 
19, 1981. 
 Aremi was a beloved 
mother, wife, sister, daugh-
ter and friend. 
 She was a woman of 
strong faith and many tal-
ents. Aremi was a very car-
ing and creative soul. She 
was a member of Believe 
Fitness where she thrived, 
inspired and amazed many 
by her hard work and ded-
ication. 
 Aremi is survived by her 
husband Juan José Polio and 
her daughter Lena Grace 
Polio. She will be missed by 
all greatly but never forgot-
ten.

Lillian Leatrice
Gafford

 Lillian Leatrice (Schmidt) 
Gafford, 83, resident of 
Pearland, stepped onto the 
streets of heaven Saturday, 
June 25, 2022. She was a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ and was 
acknowledged by so many 
as a distinctive infl uence in 
their fi nding Christ or deepen-
ing their Christian walk. Just 
as she loved deeply, she was 

deeply loved and was a cher-
ished friend to everyone who 
crossed her path.
 Lillian taught women in 
Bible study and she walked 
with many needing a listening 
and encouraging ear. In the 
process, she found many who 
would be lifelong friends. Lil-
lian also infl uenced many peo-
ple through years of service in 
the Discovery class for new-
comers at Sagemont Church 
and was a faithful member of 
the Soul Support Bible Study 
class.
 Lillian carried many titles, 
but the ones she held most 
closely were those of daugh-
ter, “aunt sis,” wife, mom and 
“meemaw.” Lillian was born 
to Herman and Tilda Schmidt 
June 20, 1939. 
 She was married to the love 
of her life, Warren, for just 
short of 66 years, and together 
they perfected the term “best 
friend” as each of them found 
their greatest joy in each oth-
er’s presence. She was a won-
derful, sacrifi cial and loving 
mom to their daughter, Duane 
(Gafford) McClendon and 
her husband Mac; son David 
Gafford and his wife Pat; and 
son Dennis Gafford and his 
wife Michi. Warren, Lillian, 
Duane, David and Dennis 
are also Gen 1 of “The Tuna 
Bunch.” She claimed many as 
her own “kids,” but none more 
so than Randy and Paula Bar-
nett and their family. 
 Lillian is also survived by 
her brother-in-law Lee Clark; 
sister-in-law Ida Pittman (and 
Gary); and cousins Gail and 
Mary Gafford, who provided 
exceptional support and assis-
tance during Lillian’s extend-
ed illness.
 Affectionately called “mee-
maw,” Lillian was grand-
mother and great-grandmother 
to Marcus and his wife Chrys-
tal Gafford; and great-grand-
mother to Makayla Bacot, 
Alani, Anberlyn and Coraline 
Gafford. Misty and her hus-
band Kevin Neimeyer and 
great-grandmother to Ryder 
and Stella Neimeyer; Thomas 
and his wife Jenn Gafford and 
great-grandmother to Ensley 
and Emersyn Gafford; Na-
talie and her husband Tim At-
wood and great-grandmother 
to Kylie and Audrey Atwood; 
Zach and Tanya McClen-
don; Britney McClendon and 
great-grandmother to Ava and 
Aiden McClendon; Jessica 
and her husband Chris Win-
stead; Jaime and Andrew Slaf-
ka and great-grandmother to 
Carson; Keaton, Camden and 
Annelyse Slafka; Nikki and 
her husband Andrew Thomp-
son and great-grandmother to 
Laney and Levi Thompson; 
Janna and her husband Jona-
than Hipps and great-grand-
mother to Nolan, Faye and 
Ellis Hipps; and Josh and his 
wife Abbey Barnett and great 
grandmother to Olivia, Zoe 
and James Barnett.
 Lillian is also survived by 
many amazing cousins, niec-
es, nephews, in-laws and so 
many special friends it is im-
possible to name them all.
 Lillian was preceded in 
death by granddaughter Man-
dy and daughter-in-law Phyl-
lis Gafford; her parents Her-
man and Tilda Schmidt, and 
brothers Jerod, Alton, Ralph 
and Herman, Jr. Schmidt; 
as well as Warren’s parents, 
Floyd and Ila Gafford, and 
sisters.
 In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily requests any donations be 
made to the NVision project at 
Sagemont Church or MD An-
derson Cancer Center.
 The family will receive 
friends at Peevey Funeral 
Home, Thursday, June 30, 
from 6 until 8 p.m. 
 The memorial service will 
be held at Sagemont Church, 
Friday, July 1, at 11 a.m.. In-
terment will be held privately. 

Firefi ghters 
respond to 
Sageriver

Continued from Page 1
provements Project – also 
known as the Beamer Ditch 
Project – involves widening 
the channel and installing a 
concrete lining. 
 All storm sewer system 
components will also be re-
placed.
 The project is broken 
down into three phases. 
Phase 1 runs from Sagerock 
to Scarsdale; Phase 2 runs 
from Scarsdale to Astoria; 
and Phase 3 runs from Asto-
ria to Beamer near the South 
Belt Stormwater Detention 
Basin.
 Complete Concrete com-
pleted the fi rst phase of con-
struction, which culminated 

James Edward
“Pete” Kelso

 James Edward “Pete” Kel-
so, age 88, died June 12, 2022 
in Houston. Pete was born in 
Bellville to Thomas Jefferson 
and Alice Kelso. Pete served 
in the U.S. Army from 1953-
1955. Later, he was a produce 
manager, supervisor and buy-
er for several different grocery 
chains in Houston.
 Pete was a wonderful hus-
band, father and friend. He 
was a kind and caring man 
who loved his Western mov-
ies. He was a dedicated grand-
father to all his grandchil-
dren  and great-grandchildren. 
He loved serving the Lord 
at Faith Baptist Church. He 
was very involved with the 
brotherhood and their mis-
sion. Pete had many hobbies 
including golfi ng, gardening 
(He sure loved his rose bush-
es!), playing games and cards 
with family, watching western 
movies and sports. He will be 
missed tremendously by all 
who knew him but as he al-
ways said “ I’m not gone but 
I will see you again one day in 
heaven.”
 Pete was preceded in 
death by his parents, broth-
ers TJ Kelso, Lee Otis Kel-
so, Geneva Hahn, Earline 
Paulk, great-grandson Wyatt 
James David Hewitt and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. He 
is survived by his wife of 66 
years, Margaret Kelso, son 
James P Kelso and 3 grand-
children and 3 great grand-
children as well as numerous 
nieces, nephews and other 
family members. 

Helen Roylene 
Wiggins

She was vibrant and pas-
sionate about the people and 
things she loved. Kiki lived 
hard, worked hard, and loved 
with her whole heart.
 Kiki was especially pas-
sionate about and dedicated to 
her family. She attended every 
family function and supported 
all her nieces’ and nephews’ 
accomplishments. She was an 
exquisite and talented South-
ern-style cook and continued 
her mother’s Christmas can-
dy and cookie-making tradi-
tions. She enjoyed 80s rock 
music and attending concerts 
with friends, especially Lin-
dy and Donna. She loved to 
read and attend book sign-
ings. Kiki was known for her 
love of the color purple, love 
of jewelry, and for always 
having the best perfumes. 
She was a loving and car-
ing daughter, sister, aunt and 
friend. She will be tremen-
dously and forever missed 
by all who loved and knew 
her.
 A celebration of Kiki’s 
life is Friday, July 8, 2022, 
at 10  a.m. at Peevey Funer-
al Home, 12440 Beamer. In 
lieu of fl owers, donations 
can be made in Kiki’s mem-
ory to MD Anderson Cancer 
Center at mdanderson.org, 
and clicking on “Donate To-
day.” 

ing & Power. In September 
1942, he joined the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, fi ghting in the Pa-
cifi c arena during World War 
II. He was seriously wound-
ed during the liberation inva-
sion of Guam in 1944. After 
healing from his wounds, for 
which he received the Pur-
ple Heart, he was honorably 
discharged from the Marine 
Corps, April 4, 1945. In 1945, 
he rejoined HL&P and he 
married his sweetheart, Mil-
dred “Mickey” Magee; they 
had one daughter, Sandra. Oli-
ver and Mickey had more than 
50 wonderful years together 
before her passing in 1996. 
 In December 1998, he 
married Phyllis Arsenault 
LaLonde and embraced her 
large family as his own. To-
gether they enjoyed traveling, 
playing bridge and especially 
being involved with numerous 
Marine Corps Association ac-
tivities. 
 Oliver loved God and God 
loved him. He enjoyed serving 
others through various minis-
tries at his church, spending 
time with family and friends, 
woodworking, fi shing, gar-

with the reopening of the 
Scarsdale bridge. Work, how-
ever, was abandoned shortly 
after, before advancing to the 
third stage of construction.
 County offi cials warned 
that progress moving forward 
will be slow.
 “Just to be clear, this will 
not be a quick fi x with the 
surety company,” said HCF-
CD spokesman Herman L. 
Sanders. “It will take time to 
resolve in order to get con-
struction moving again as we 
would all like.”
 For additional informa-
tion and updates on the Mud 
Gully Channel Conveyance 
Improvements Project, visit 
www.hcfcd.org/Mud-Gully.

 Houston Fire Depart-
ment (HFD) recruit classes 
2022-Alpha and 2022-Char-
lie are the fi rst to qualify for 
additional pay under a new 
incentive pay program in-
tended to attract precertifi ed 
recruits. Under the newly 
implemented incentive pro-
gram, recruits that hold an 
active Fire and EMT certi-
fi cation at the time of hire, 
will receive $2,500 for an 

active FF/EMT certifi ca-
tion or $3,000 for an active 
FF/Paramedic certifi cation. 
With support of Mayor Syl-
vester Turner, Houston Fire 
Chief Samuel Peña imple-
mented the recruit incentive 
pay program on March 7, 
2022.  The incentive pro-
gram aims to make HFD 
more competitive in recruit-
ment.
  HFD is actively recruit-
ing qualifi ed individuals 
to fi ll more than 300 cadet 
positions per year. The City 
of Houston offers great ben-
efi ts and training opportu-
nities are provided to help 
advance your career. If in-
terested in joining a team 
of dedicated professionals, 
please visit the website be-
low for all HFD recruiting 
information:

Beamer ditch abandonded

City OKs incentive
pay for firefi ghters
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Need emergency care? 
Visit houstonmethodist.org/er to find emergency care near you. If you are 
experiencing a serious or life-threatening medical emergency, please call 911.

AN EMERGENCY IS ALWAYS
AN EMERGENCY  
Don’t Ignore Your Symptoms 24/7

It’s important to know where to go when unexpected injuries or illnesses occur.

Whether you have a minor emergency or a life-threatening one, Houston Methodist 
provides state-of-the-art emergency care 24/7/365 to patients of all ages. We offer:

• Board-certified emergency doctors and nurses

• On-site laboratory

• Full-service X-ray, CT and ultrasound

• Private treatment rooms
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HOUSTON METHODIST
EMERGENCY CARE CENTER
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Houston Methodist Emergency Care Center

Houston Methodist Clear Lake Hospital Emergency Room

Sam Houston announces 
President’s Honor Roll list
 The students listed on 
the President’s Honor Roll 
at Sam Houston State Uni-
versity in Huntsville, Texas, 
are undergraduates who have 
achieved a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average in all work at-
tempted while enrolled in 
not less than 12 semester 
hours. The university recog-
nized the following students 
for earning the honor for the 
spring 2022 semester:
 - Payton Barkman, Hous-
ton.
 - Skyler Blanco, Houston.
 - Brandi Ford, Houston.
 - Bianca Lucio, Houston.
 - Marissa Maxwell, Hous-

ton.
 - Marcos Rodriguez, Hous-

South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce awards June students of the month
Beverly Hills Intermediate

Shown above presenting Jillian (Alex) Mikulski (cen-
ter) with her award, left to right, are Denise Burleigh, 

Rebecca Lilley, Barry Burleigh, Jennifer Teichel-
man, Stacey Barber and Alyta Harrell.

Jillian (Alex) Mikulski
 The South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce congrat-
ulated Jillian Mikulski for her 
work as an outstanding student. 
BHI personnel said the following 
as to why she was chosen as an 
outstanding student.
 “Alex is a wonderful student. 
She played on the volleyball and 
basketball teams, and she brings 
that sportsmanship and grit into 
the classroom each day. Alex is 
always willing to help other stu-
dents in the class and volunteers 
to model and explain her work 
when we are learning about a 
new topic. She brings so much 
positivity into the classroom that 
it has helped other students gain 
confi dence in their math skills. 
Alex’s teachers say that having 
her in the class has been a joy; 
she always tries her personal 
best. She is 100 percent BHI Bear 
material!”

Genoa Elementary
Roger Hempstead

 The South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce awarded 
Roger Hempstead for his work as 
an outstanding stusent. Below are 
comments from Genoa explain-
ing why he was chosen for this 
award.
 “Roger is very helpful to ev-
eryone he meets. He helps clean 
up the classroom and lunch tables 
even when he isn’t asked. Roger 
tries hard in reading and math and 
is an all-around outstanding stu-
dent!”
Shown at left, presenting Rog-
er Hempstead (center) with his 
award, left to right, are Rebecca 
Lilley, Tiffany Bennett, Denise 
Burleigh and Barry Burleigh.

Jessup Elementary Alanna Lopez Novas
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce congragulated Alanna on her 
hard work as an outstanding student. Be-
low are Jessup’s staffs comments explaining 
why she was chosen for this award.
 “Alanna has a great head on her shoul-
ders. She stays true to herself and consis-
tently makes good choices. In her modest, 
unassuming way, she has shown that she 
is a diligent worker, and she sets a quiet 
example of perseverance. Her kind heart 
shines through every time she encourages 
others or looks for ways to help around the 
classroom. Although she always does these 
things without expecting praise in return, it 
is an honor to recognize her for efforts and 
for all she contributes to our class.”

Shown left presenting Alanna Lopez No-
vas (center) with her award, left to right, 
are Bilalah Turner, Eboni Alix, Jennifer 
Chavez, Ryan Pavone, Noble Alix, Daniel 
Hoppie and Derek Duckett.

Dobie High School
Destiny Stewart

 The South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce con-
gratulated Destiny for her hard 
work as an outstanding student. 
Dobie staff chose her as an out-
standing student for the follow-
ing reasons mentioned.
 “Hard work, perseverance 
and dedication. Destiny has 
worked extremely hard to over-
come COVID lockdowns, loss 
of credit and online school. De-
spite the odds against her, Des-
tiny has recovered her credits, 
will graduate on time and has 
maintained mostly A’s and B’s 
for this semester.”
Shown at left presenting Des-
tiny Stewart (center) with her 
award are Steve Long (left) 
and Jorly Thomas.

Susan Plata Garcia
 These comments expressed below by 
Morris staff members are reasons why Su-
san was chosen for Outstanding Student of 
the Month.
 “Susan is always offering her best with 
her work. She is always willing to help other 
students with directions, links, spelling and 
more. She goes above and beyond as a peer 
mentor and always asks if there is anything 
more she can do to help teachers or students. 
She strives to be friends with anyone and ev-
eryone who needs a friend. Even last year, 
when she was a virtual student, she reached 
out to students who said they didn’t have any 
friends. She greets all of her teachers and 
adults on campus with a smile on her face. 
She is an excellent student, and we are so 
lucky to have her.”
Shown at left are Susan Plata Garcia (left) 
and Allison Lewallen.

Morris Middle School Thompson Intermediate
Blessing Akinloye

 Below are Thompson teach-
ers’ expressions describing why 
Blessing was chosen as Out-
standing Student of the Month.
 “Blessing is one of those 
students who teachers love to 
have in class. She is mindful 
of others, very bright, and just 
an overall joy to have in class. 
She is a well rounded student 
athlete. She maintained straight 
A’s all year while participating 
in volleyball, basketball, track 
and fi eld, and robotics. She is 
always respectful and willing to 
work hard everyday. Blessing is 
a great example for other stu-
dents!”
Shown at left are Tanis Griffi n 
(left) and Blessing Akinloye.

ton.
 - Tori Williams, Houston.

Bay Area Jewelers
WE BUY 
GOLD!

19054 Gulf Fwy. 281-488-8067

Located outside Baybrook Mall and 
across from Forever 21
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Remember When
45 years ago (  1977)

 After a heavy rain, three 
trucks from the Custom 
Ready Mix Company (a con-
crete mixing company) got 
stuck in the mud while de-
livering a load of cement to 
Scarsdale Park. When  the 
foreman was asked about the 
incident he admitted, “This 
happens after every big rain.”
 Artifi cial turf was formal-
ly accepted by the Pasadena 
Independent School Board. 
This allowed all high school 
varsity games to be played at 
Memorial Stadium instead of 
Auxiliary Stadium.

40 years ago ( 1982)
 Plans were under way for 
a three-story medical/profes-
sional building on Scarsdale 
Boulevard between the Gulf 
Freeway and Beamer Road.
 Four San Jacinto College 
South faculty members were 
appointed to department 
chairmanships at a special 
meeting of the board of re-
gents. Chairmen appointed 
were John Bolen, fi ne arts/
communications; Dr. Sandra 
Quinn, government and eco-
nomics; Arthur Hardy, busi-
ness administration; and Den-
nis Barios-Bosworth, health 
and physical education.
 City of Houston offi cials 
reported that documents nec-
essary to turn the Sagemont 
Recreation Club over to the 
city had been prepared. The 
next step was for the club to 
call a general membership 
meeting to vote on the action.

35 years ago ( 1987)
 An emergency execu-
tive session of the Pasadena 
ISD board of trustees was 
set to discuss the retirement 
of Thomas Carrell, who re-
signed his $65,000-per-year 
post as assistant superinten-
dent of elementary education.
 Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department personnel cele-
brated the department’s fi f-
teenth year in the community 
with the opening of its fi rst 
permanent home at 9830 
Hughes.

30 years ago (1992)
 Brandi Ohman, 17, was 
crowned Miss South Belt.
 The insurance compa-
nies for the developer of the 
Southbend subdivision fi led 
a lawsuit in Houston to force 
Farm & Home to purchase 
all 670 homes in the subdivi-
sion to prevent future claims 
after the record lawsuit set-
tlement.

the hospital and transferred 
to jail for allegedly beating an 
offi cer.

15 years ago (2007)
 Clear Creek Independent 
School District Superinten-
dent Sandra Mossman was 
selected the 2007 Region IV 
Superintendent of the Year, 
making her eligible to vie 
for State Superintendent of 
the Year. The Region IV Ed-
ucation Service Center com-
prised 54 school districts and 
seven counties in the greater 
Gulf Coast area and served 
more than 1 million students.
 Gov. Rick Perry line-item 
vetoed nearly $154 million 
out of the 2008-2009 annual 
budget that the Legislature 
had earmarked for health 
insurance for community 
college employees. For San 
Jacinto College, it was an un-
expected $6.6 million blow.

10 years ago (2012)

   The Wells Fargo Bank 
located at 11102 Scarsdale 
was robbed. The FBI dubbed 
the suspect the “Abe Lincoln 
Bandit” because of his dis-
tinctive beard. According to 
police, the man entered the 
bank at approximately 11:35 
a.m. and handed the teller a 
threatening note demanding 
money. He then allegedly lift-
ed his shirt to display a pistol 
stuck in his waistband. The 
man fled the bank on foot af-
ter getting a small amount of 
cash – less than $100, author-
ities said. No one was injured. 
No arrests were made.
 A drug warrant was served 
in the 10100 block of Sage-
gate. The incident drew the 
attention of several area resi-
dents due to the large number 
of law enforcement offi cers 
involved. Participating per-
sonnel included agents from 
the Drug Enforcement Ad-

25 years ago (1997)
 A Community Profi le sec-
tion was published for the 
fi rst time in the South Belt-El-
lington Leader. Afterward the 
profi le became a yearly fea-
ture, but is now discontinued. 
It included information on 
local activities, civic, youth 
and senior groups, churches, 
voting information, regular 
and heavy trash dates, and 
numbers to call for various 
information.
 Plans were underway for 
the 10th annual July 4th pa-
rade.

20 years ago (2002)
 Harris Construction began 
working on a subdivision, 
Fuqua Landing, in the 18-
acre lot at the corner of King-
spoint and Fuqua.
 Daniel Joseph Lawniczak, 
49, of the 12000 block of 
Wessex in the Scarsdale sub-
division was released from 

ministration, deputies from 
the Harris County Precinct 
2 Constable’s offi ce and of-
fi cers from the Pearland Po-
lice Department. According 
to DEA spokeswoman Lisa 
Webb Johnson, suspect Kinh 
Van Vo was arrested for his 
alleged involvement in a mar-
ijuana-growing operation at 
another location. The Sage-
gate home, which belonged 
to Vo’s grandmother, was his 
last known address. Vo was 
wanted on unspecifi ed feder-
al charges. Local law enforce-
ment agencies were merely at 
the location in a supportive 
role. A vehicle registered to 
Vo was also confi scated from 
the house.

5 years ago (2017)
 Rachel Epperson was 
crowned Miss Teen United 
States at the national United 
America Pageant held in San 
Antonio. Unlike other tradi-

tional beauty contests, Unit-
ed America pageants focus 
on educational achievement 
and community service. An 
incoming junior at Friend-
swood High School, where 
she is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Epper-
son has selfl essly completed 
more than 400 hours of vol-
unteer work. Epperson is the 
daughter of local State Farm 
Agent Thuy Epperson, who 
is also an organizer of the an-
nual South Belt Spectacular 
Cook-off.

1 year ago (2021)
 Atkinson Principal Lena 
Ortiz retired after serving 45 
years in education – 26 of 
which were spent at the lo-
cal elementary campus. Ortiz 
was only the second principal 
in Atkinson’s 51-year history, 
replacing Hollis Powell, who 
served 25 years in the posi-
tion. Ortiz began her career 

POMPAS ENJOY 48TH ANNIVERSARY
 Nancy and Roger Pompa celebrate 48 
years of marriage June 30. Best wishes are 
sent from friends to the special couple as they 
enjoy this anniversary.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DWIGHT!
 Birthday wishes are in order for former 
Houston City Council Member Dwight 
Boykins, who celebrates a birthday July 6, 
from his friends at the South Belt Leader.

ABIGAIL TURNS 10!
 Best wishes for a happy birthday July 
3 are sent to Abigail Durham, who turns 
10 years old, from parents Courtney and 
Chris Durham, brother Jackson and baby 
sister Penelope; aunt Kimberly and hus-
band Matt Lipina; grandparents Fred and 
Leslie Flickinger; great-grandmother Olive 
Falkowski; great-grandfather John Fairchild; 
great-grandparents Marie and David 
Flickinger; great-uncle David Flickinger 
(Leader president) and his wife Ellie; and 
Marie’s sister Alexis Lochner.

NOAH CELEBRATES 7TH BIRTHDAY!
 Best wishes for a great seventh birthday 
July 5 are sent to Noah Abarca from parents 
Natalie and Jose Abarca; brother Kelvin 
Lopez, sisters Elliana and Isabella Abarca; 
grandparents David Flickinger (Leader pres-
ident) and wife Ellie; and great-grandparents 
Marie and David Flickinger and Kina Reyes.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
June 30 through July 6.

Thompson Intermediate
 Marking a birthday July 3 is Yadira Lozano. 
Join in a double-fun birthday celebration July 5 
for Nicole Cannon and Steven Reyes.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 For those wanting a birthday mentioned in 
this section, email mynews@southbeltleader.
com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate Birthdays” 
in the subject line by Friday noon for the next 
week’s publication.
 Thursday, June 30: Susan Jenins-Cowan, 
Marlene Varela, Sonya Hernandez and BJ 
Parmelee; Friday, July 1: Siobhan Strambler, 
Barbara Porbandt, Tina Ramirez and Piper 
Sais; Saturday, July 2: Mary Collins, Brent 
Garza, Carrie Ramos, Nancy Pompa , Leslie 
Eaton, Paul Staton, Randy Weber, Eddie 
Shields, Darrel Black and Carolyn Benitez-
Pineda; Sunday, July 3: Nancy Smith, Frank 
Castillo, Bill Phenix and Benny Outland; 
Monday, July 4: Detric Bowie, Tina Garrett, 
Bob Shaw, April Smith, Miles Thomas and 
Brent McCrary; Tuesday, July 5: Stacey 
Imboden, Jeanette Tickell, Chris Constance, 
Shannon Raymond Covington, Francisco 
Campos, Elindabeth Kolar, James Notias, 
John Colunga, Ashley Chapman and Stacey 
Buchanan; Wednesday, July 6: Teri Perkins, 
Cristel Anne, Lisa Shepherd, Bonnie Miller, 
Wally Barbier and Cristel Lasater.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Send an email with anniversary, vacation 
and information on other events to mynews@
southbeltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line by Friday noon for the next week’s issue.

Frazier Elementary
 Enjoying a birthday June 30 is Yelitza 
Davila. 

Genoa Elementary
 Join in the birthday celebration July 2 for 
Sugell Orocio.

Meador Elementary
 Fireworks will fly on the July 4 birthday for 
Derenda Dehoyos.

Moore Elementary
 Marking a birthday July 6 is Olga Soto.

South Belt Elementary
 Birthday wishes go out to Audra Taylor July 
2.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Light the birthday candles July 3 for Cheryl 
Wilson. Blow out the birthday candles July 6 
for Cristel Hines. Best wishes for a wonderful 
birthday July 7 are sent to Susan Brady and 
Johnny Tsikis.

Melillo Middle School
 Celebrating a birthday July 2 is Stacy 
Anthony. Joey Bernsen enjoys a birthday 
July 5. Marking a birthday July 6 is Sherry 
Gates.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Join in the birthday celebration July 1 for 
Melissa Garcia. The day for a birthday celebra-
tion for Vanessa Schultz is June 30. Lauren 
Lester and Mark Samuel enjoy a memorable 
birthday July 2. Send a happy birthday greeting 
July 3 to William Agan. Blow out the sparkler 
birthday candles July 4 on a cake for Bethany 
Wilson. Remember to wish Cecillee Williams 
a happy birthday July 5.

in education as a fi rst-grade 
teacher at Kruse Elementary, 
a position she’d hold for sev-
en years. She then taught fi rst 
grade at Young Elementary 
for two years, before mov-
ing to Gardens Elementary, 
where she would teach fourth 
grade for another two years. 
Ortiz then served as assistant 
principal at Gardens Elemen-
tary for eight years, before 
assuming the role of principal 
at Atkinson.
 South Belt resident Erica 
Salazar has been named Or-
tiz’s replacement, assuming 
the position for the 2021-2022 
school year. Salazar grew up 
in the South Belt area and at-
tended all Pasadena schools 
which included Stuchbery 
Elementary, Thompson In-
termediate and Dobie High 
School. Salazar is a 1995 
Dobie graduate and while 
there she played on the soft-
ball team. Being the catcher 
her junior and senior years, 
Salazar was part of the 1993 
and 1995 Dobie softball state 
championship teams. After 
graduating, Salazar received a 
scholarship for softball which 
took her to Texas A&M Uni-
versity – Kingsville, where 
she also played catcher on the 
softball team and pursued a 
degree in marketing. Salazar 
started her career in Houston 
ISD, where she taught at San-
chez Elementary for one year. 
She then moved to Kings-
ville, before returning back 
home to start a career in Pas-
adena ISD. Prior to assuming 
her current position at Sparks, 
Salazar worked two years at 
Atkinson Elementary, before 
transferring to Keller Middle 
School, where she served as 
assistant principal for three 
years.
 Multiple new arrests were 
made involving two major 
South Belt crimes. An un-
named 16-year-old male was 
charged with capital murder 
in the fatal shooting of Elsa 
Mikeska, 62, that took place 
June 17 on Fuqua near Beam-
er. Ben Rivera, 27, and Dylan 
Walker, also 27, were both 
charged with evidence tamper-
ing regarding a human corpse 
in the killing of 5-year-old 
Samuel Olson. This brought 
the number of arrests in the 
case up to three, as Theresa 
Balboa, the girlfriend of Ol-
son’s father, was also charged 
with evidence tampering in-
volving a human corpse. 

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

Over The Back Fence by Kenna

Jane Long Chapter DAR (Daughters of the American 
Revolution) presented one senior from each graduating 
class with a DAR pin, a certifi cate and a wallet card. Each 
high school selects one special student who represents the 
qualities of good character:  dependability, service, lead-
ership and patriotism. This year Jane Long co-chairmen 
Sharon Boeger, a longtime Sageglen resident and former 
Dobie High School teacher and Susan Hazelwood made 
the presentations at the senior award programs at each 
school.

Shown left, from Pasadena High School, is Devany Bal-
buena, daughter of Citlali and Dwany Balbuena, with 
Boeger. Devany was Jane Long Chapter’s Essay Scholar-
ship winner. She will be attending the University of Texas 
at Austin. She plans to major in mechanical engineering 
and attend law school to become a patent attorney.

From Sam Rayburn High School, not pictured, Amy 
Velazquez, daughter of Dulce Olmedo and Humberto 
Velazquez received the DAR Awards. She plans to become 
a dentist. From South Houston High School, not pictured, 
Jocelynn Mata, daughter of Nelda and Jose Mata also re-
ceived the DAR awards. She plans to earn a master’s de-
gree in forensics science.

DAR good citizen awards presented to PISD seniors

From Pasadena Memorial High School, Grace Gal-
lagher (center) is pictured with, left to right, Boeger, 
Gina Gallagher (mother), Corey Gallagher (father)

From Lewis CTHS, Daniela Reyna (second from left), daughter of Gloria and Rogelio 
Reyna, is pictured with, left to right, Dr. Christina Flores (counselor), Boeger and Ste-
ven Fleming (principal). Daniela plans to attend San Jacinto College and then transfer 
to a four-year university where she will major in psychology.

From Dobie High School, Haley Salinas (second from left), daughter of Eunice and Em-
manuel Salinas, is pictured with, left to right, her sister Elizabeth  (former Dobie grad-
uate), Boeger and her mother Eunice Salinas. Haley will be attending the University of 
Houston where she plans to attain a degree in business and entrepreneurship.

 Nominations are now 
being accepted for annual 
awards for the 2022 Citizen 
of the Year, George B. Carlisle 
Distinguished Service, Distin-
guished Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District (CCISD) 
Alumni, Valor Award and 
Dennis Johnson Memorial 
Small Business Award. Recip-
ients are selected by the Clear 
Creek Education Foundation.
 The Citizen of the Year 

Award is given each year to 
honor an outstanding commu-
nity member for their support 
of CCISD programs and activ-
ities. The nominee must have 
demonstrated a commitment 
to Clear Creek ISD through 
volunteer efforts; contribut-
ed signifi cantly in ways that 
have benefi ted the entirety of 
CCISD; maintained a repu-
tation across the Clear Creek 
ISD community as an individ-

ual with high standards and 
dedication to excellence in 
public education and volun-
tarily served the district and 
its students and patrons over 
an extended period of time. 
 The George B. Carlisle 
Distinguished Service Award 
is the highest award the foun-
dation gives to a community 
member. The nominee must 
have made exceptional con-
tributions that have benefi ted 

the Clear Creek Independent 
School District; is widely 
known as a community lead-
er dedicated to excellence in 
education; exemplifi es public 
service, and has served the 
district, the students, and pa-
trons over an extended period 
of time. 
 The Distinguished Alum-
ni Award is presented to a 
CCISD graduate who has 
excelled in his or her cho-

sen profession and has made 
a signifi cant contribution to 
his/her community. 
 The Valor Award is award-
ed to an individual, living or 
deceased, that through their 
actions has demonstrated un-
selfi sh dedication to protect 
others; and has sacrifi ced for 
the well-being of others. The 
nominee must have made ex-
ceptional contributions that 
have benefi ted the Clear Creek 

Independent School District; 
is widely known as a com-
munity leader dedicated to 
excellence in education; and 
has served the district, the 
students, and families for a 
lengthy period of time. This 
award can be awarded post-
humously.
 The Dennis Johnson Me-
morial Small Business Award, 
created in 2013, is the award 
the Clear Creek Education 

Foundation awards to a small 
business or franchise in rec-
ognition of its owner's excep-
tional contributions that have 
benefi ted the Clear Creek In-
dependent School District. 
Nominees should be widely 
known as a community leader 
dedicated to excellence in edu-
cation and should have served 
the district, the students, and 
families for a lengthy amount 
of time.

Nominations now accepted for CCISD Citizen of the Year Award

Continued from Page 1
in their neighborhood. From 
this idea came the concept of 
the Positive Interaction Pro-
gram, or PIP.
 A police agency can be 
very confusing to most cit-
izens. The Positive Interac-
tion Program holds month-
ly PIP meetings featuring 
speakers from different di-
visions (Burglary and Theft, 
Homicide, K-9, Helicopters, 
etc.) explaining how their 
division operates. This is 
done so citizens will know 
what to expect, should they 
ever need the police. The de-
partment was not sure how 
citizens would react to com-
ing to a police station once 
a month for a presentation 
on a different division. So, 
the Positive Interaction Pro-
gram was started as a pilot 
project in only one police 
station to begin with. The 
program has proven to be an 
overwhelming success, with 
30 PIP groups now hold-
ing monthly meetings. The 
Clear Lake Division, which 
encompasses the South Belt 
community, holds its meet-
ings the third Tuesday of the 
month.
 To see a complete list of 
PIP meetings, visit www.
houstontx.gov/police/pip/d
ivisional.htm.

Chief’s Citywide PIP
 There is also a monthly 
Chief’s Citywide PIP meet-
ing held downtown at 1602 
State Street the second Tues-
day of each month.
 The meetings will feature 
a presentation from a differ-
ent police division or law 
enforcement agency each 
month. One may hear what a 
judge, district attorney, state 
prison warden or a county 
boot camp director has to say 
about what they are doing to 
fi ght crime.
 Residents will get a 
chance to meet the offi cers 
who patrol their neighbor-
hood and get to know them 
on a fi rst-name basis. One 
can even hear from the cap-
tain of their substation. 
 Each month a different 
person is chosen to ride with 
a police offi cer on an actu-
al tour of duty. At the next 
month’s meeting, attendees 
will get to hear from the “cit-
izen-rookie” about his or her 
experience.
 Crime statistics are given 
out at the end of each month-
ly meeting. There are several 
categories of crimes listed, 
each including the date, time, 
block address and type of 
location where the crime oc-
curred. The crime statistics 
are also available on the In-
ternet.
 After each formal meet-
ing, a second, informal meet-
ing is held (usually with re-
freshments). PIP attendees 

will have an opportunity to 
talk to other citizens who at-
tended the meeting and may 
fi nd they have a lot in com-
mon and even exchange ideas 
on how to help solve neigh-
borhood problems.
 Lots of other things hap-
pen at PIP meetings: citizens 
give crime tips, members 
may collect food for the hun-
gry in their community or 
raise money for scholarships, 
the PIP group may honor an 
offi cer for outstanding work 
in the area, and being invited 
to a meeting with the chief is 
not uncommon. One must be 
a member of a division PIP 
group to be eligible to attend 
the Citywide PIP meeting.
 An interpreter and cap-
tioning are provided.
 The Chief’s Citywide PIP 
meeting is streamed live with 
sign language interpretation 
on HPD’s YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/houston
police. Real-time captions 
are vailable at: www.stream
text.net/player?event=City
widePIP.
 For more information, 
contact Citywide PIP Co-
ordinator, Offi cer James 
Sobota, at 713-308-9079 or 
James.Sobota@houstonpo
lice.org.

PIP growth
 Since the pilot program of 
PIP in 1983 at one substation, 
it has grown considerably.
 There are now 30 PIP 
groups that meet every month 
throughout the city. Not all 
are civic association PIPs. 
There are now apartment, 
business, school and even a 
deaf and hard of hearing PIP 
groups. Some PIP groups 
meet during lunch, some at 
night, and one even has a 
breakfast meeting. All have 
the same purpose: to learn 
more about their police de-
partment.

Statement of purpose
 The education of the citi-
zens of Houston on how their 
police department functions 
is essential to the PIP pro-
gram. Once a citizen under-
stands how the police depart-
ment does its job, that citizen 
can better relay to the police 
department their neighbor-
hood needs.
 The free fl ow of informa-
tion and ideas gives both a 
better understanding of each 
other’s needs and expecta-
tions. This fosters trust and 
friendship between citizens 
and the police department 
that serves them. Cooperation 
between the Houston Police 
Department and the citizens 
is imperative in the reduction 
of crime and enhancing the 
overall quality of life in their 
neighborhoods.
 For additional information 
on HPD’s Positive Interac-
tion Program, visit www.
houstontx.gov/police/pip.

Continued from Page 1
the sale and possession of per-
sonal fi reworks.
 While the sale of the prod-
ucts has long been forbidden 
in the Houston city limits, the 
rules in the unincorporated 
portions of Harris County are 
a little more murky.
 Once again this year, fi re-
works will be available for 
sale in unincorporated parts 
of the County along Beamer 
Road, near Dixie Farm Road 
and FM 2351. 
 While the stretch of road 
was once a hot spot for such 
booths, the practice was pro-
hibited in July 2009 by the 
City of Friendswood Fire 
Marshal’s Offi ce, citing extra-
territorial jurisdiction. (ETJ is 
the legal ability of a governing 
body to exercise authority be-
yond its normal boundaries, 
given that an agreement has 
been reached with the adjoin-
ing municipality.)
 The minimum age to pur-
chase fi reworks is 16.
 Parents of offending mi-
nors can also be fi ned, even 
if they are unaware their 

children are breaking the 
law.
 Local subdivisions lo-
cated within the city of 
Houston include Sagemont, 
Sagemont Park, Kirkwood, 
Genoa, Beverly Hills, 
Rainbow Valley, Eastridge 
Terrace, Sycamore Valley, 
Scarsdale and King’s Place.
 Subdivisions not within 
Houston city limits and un-
der Harris County’s control 
include Clear Brook Mead-
ows, College Place, River-
stone Ranch, Woodmeadow 
I and II, Highland Meadow, 
Ashley Pointe, Blackhawk, 
Meadows of Clear Creek, 
Sagemeadow, Estates of 
Green Tee, Sageglen, Kirk-
mont and Kirkwood South. 
 The Bella Vita, Villa 
D’Este and Villa Verde sub-
divisions are located within 
the City of Pearland.
 Before purchasing fi re-
works this year, however, res-
idents should know that there 
is a nationwide shortage of the 
products, due to issues associ-
ated with the ongoing COVID 
pandemic.

In-person meetings
resume at PIP

Area Fourth of July 
still scaled down

and Hazelwood. She will be attending the University of 
Texas at Austin where she will major in architectural 
engineering. 

• Removal, Hauling and much more...
• Junk • Appliance • Furniture • Trash • Garbage 

• Construction • Yard Debris

We provide same day expedited service for 
all of Houston and surrounding areas. 

Total customer satisfaction is our mission. 

Call 281-826-2267 now 
for a free estimate. 

Veteran owned and operated. Hire a Vet today!
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 7/14/22.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Choose DAN’S to Dine!
20 Wings and Fries $18.99 

Every Day Carry-Out Specials $8.99
16-inch single-topping or

12-inch 3-topping

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Dine-In • To-Go
Curbside • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

2022 SUMMER SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM 
Make Martial Arts a Part of Your Life!

AND EVENING CLASS 
REGISTRATION OPEN NOW 

FOR BOTH THE HOUSTON & PEARLAND LOCATIONS

USA KARATE
1853 Pearland Parkway Suite #109

Pearland, TX 77581
832-736-9006   

11101 Resource Parkway
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

PEARLAND 832-736-9006   HOUSTON 281-484-9006   KARATEUSA@ATT.NET   USAKARATESCHOOL.COM

@USAKarate2 USA KARATE usakaratetx @usakarate_1 usa_karate1

A+ Rating

Call, email or message for information

We are fully licensed by Texas 
Health and Human Services.

 Dobie varsity volleyball head coach Dawn Sex-
ton and her staff will host the 2022 Lady Longhorns’ 
youth camp July 19-21 before welcoming incoming 
high school players for a preseason camp July 25-
27. 
 The Lady Longhorns’ youth camp July 19-21 
will include students entering the third through sixth 
grades as of the 2022-2023 school year. That session 
runs from 9 to 11 a.m. daily, while students entering 
the seventh and eighth grades will attend from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 Students must register no later than July 1 to guar-
antee a camp T-shirt. Dobie’s incoming high school 
player preseason camp July 25-27 will host incom-
ing sophomores, juniors and seniors from 9 a.m. to 
noon, while incoming freshmen will attend from 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. For additional information or to 
request registration, direct email to Sexton at dsex 
ton@pasadenaisd.org. 
 The Lady Longhorns will open the 2022 regular 
season Aug. 9 at Baytown Sterling, taking on the 
Rangers at 4 p.m. (freshmen), 5 p.m. (junior varsity) 
and 6 p.m. (varsity).

Clear Brook youth VB camps
 Clear Brook varsity volleyball head coach Mer-
edith Thompson and her staff will host a series of 
youth camps in July in preparation for the 2022-
2023 school year. The camps are designed to both 
give each athlete an opportunity to refresh skills and 
learn new skills and meet high school coaching staff 
members and prospective teammates. Each partic-
ipant is responsible for bringing court shoes, knee 
pads, water bottle, a good attitude and a willingness 
to learn. 
 The camps will run July 20-22, with session I run-
ning from 8 to 10 a.m. for those students entering 
the third through fi fth grades as of the 2022-2023 
school year. Session II is for incoming sixth- and 
seventh-grade students as well as fi rst-time eighth-
grade players and also runs from 8 to 10 a.m.  Ses-
sions I and II are $70 per student. Session III (10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.) is for all elite level eighth-grade 
players and incoming ninth-grade players at $85 per 
student. Visit the team website at clearbrookvolley-
ball.org to scan a QR code for registration.

JFD volleyball youth camps Stafford has JFD football on pace this summer
By John Bechtle 

Sports Editor
 Several factors have 
combined to signal the 
start of a new era within 
the Dobie High School 
football program, and 
while first-year head 
coach Demond Stafford 
might understand the 
thinking, he is clear about 
what expectations are and 
will continue to be moving 
forward.
 “The (Dobie football) 
brand is bigger than any 
one coach, one player 
or groups of coaches or 
players, and the brand is 
one of great success,” said 
Stafford, who since be-
ing hired away from Sam 
Rayburn in mid-March 
has been working double 
time to maintain stability 
amidst so much change.

 “You of course have 
small goals along the way, 
but the focus first is to 
compete for and win a dis-
trict championship.  
 “From there, you go 
into the postseason and 
work toward doing some-
thing that maybe others 
say you can’t do, and 
that’s win a first round 
playoff game.
 “The players have 
bought in and are all on 
board. Your program is 
always going to be play-
er-driven, and we are ex-
cited about where we are. 
 “There’s always an as-
pect as a coach that you 
wish was farther along, 
but I like what I see. The 
guys are fully engaged in 
strength and conditioning 
and are doing everything 
they can to get better.”

 Stafford was an assis-
tant coach with Dobie for 
the 2007-2008 and 2008-
2009 school years. He has 
watched the Longhorns 
both up close and from 
afar for several years, and 

now it’s his turn to lead the 
burnt orange and white.
 The arrival of Stafford 
as the new head coach for 
2022 is alone enough to 
signal a new era within the 
program, but there’s much 

more. 
 Since walking back on 
campus, Stafford has also 
hired as many as eight as-
sistant coaches.
 As for players, gone are 
more than 40 senior class 

of 2022 graduates, includ-
ing many who were a part 
of the 2020 district cham-
pionship team. 
 One player does not 
make a team, but the quar-
terback is super import-
ant to an offense, and the 
Longhorns must replace a 
three-year starter. 
 Dobie has also gradu-
ated running backs who 
gained 1,000+ yards in 
back-to-back years, and 
the offensive line returns 
one starter – Evan Jordan.
 For the record, the 
Longhorns welcome back 
just four starters on of-
fense, with six back on the 
defensive side. 
 Nigel Hill at linebacker, 
tackle Rodrick Drumgo 
and end Anforny Lee are 
the most recognizable fac-
es on defense.
 “We’re going to be 
younger across the board,” 
said Stafford. 
 “There’s no doubt about 
that. But there’s also great 
opportunities for some of 
these guys. 
 “The great programs 
reload and move forward 
with the same lofty expec-
tations. That’s certainly 
the goal here.”
 Games start in less than 

two months. The Long-
horns will host Clear 
Brook Aug. 26 at Pasade-
na ISD’s Veterans Stadium 
to kick things off before 
undertaking a trio of road 
games to fulfill nondistrict 
play. 
 “We will be ready,” 
Stafford promised. “It was 
important to have a suc-
cessful spring ball period, 
not only for the guys but 
for us as coaches to get a 
feel for where we are. We 
answered some things and 
feel good about that head-
ing into the preseason.
 “Now that I have the 
staff pretty well filled out, 
we are familiarizing our-
selves with one another 
and doing what we can to 
progress toward the sea-
son.”
 Per University Inter-
scholastic League guide-
lines, Dobie will open 
freshman workouts Aug. 
1, and all other subvarsity 
and varsity workouts will 
begin Aug. 8.
 “I’m excited to be back 
here in a leadership role,” 
Stafford said. “Like I said 
before, the brand is bigger 
than all of us. We have big 
expectations here at Do-
bie.”

At right, Dobie’s Jalen Baldwin (4) can provide 
both pass-catching ability and game-breaking 
skills in the running game as the Longhorns eye 
areas of offensive production heading into the 
2022 season.                         Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Wolverines make state 7-on-7 appearance
 A casual “Oh by the 
way, I signed us up for a 
qualifier,” comment turned 
into a Texas 7-on-7 state 
tournament berth for Clear 
Brook, the program’s first 
state appearance since 
2017.
 All things considered, 
the Wolverines’ run to the 
state tournament had to 
be considered unlikely at 
best. 
 Yet there the Wolver-
ines were, competing in 
pool play June 24 in Col-
lege Station before finish-
ing up in the consolation 
bracket a day later.
 With Class of 2022 
graduate and two-year 

varsity starting quarter-
back Cam McCalister 
preparing this summer to 
play at McNeese State be-
ginning this fall, the Brook 
7-on-7 outfit turned to the 
duo of Jesse Shelton and 
Kingston Cramer at quar-
terback. 
 Returning District 24-
6A all-league defensive 
back Jaylen Price also 
stepped in at quarterback 
and led a scoring drive 
during qualifying.
 With top receiving tar-
get Michael Lewis also 
missing time during quali-
fying, the Wolverines sim-
ply adapted.
 “The guys just have 

done an amazing job of 
playing together,” said 
Clear Brook offensive co-
ordinator Brandon Bills.  
“We beat Clear Creek first 
and then won at Clear 
Springs, something we 
had never done, to ad-
vance to state.
 “We don’t have Power 
5 (conference) recruits, 
but we play together and 
do what is necessary to get 
it done. 
 “Clear Brook is not one 
of the bigger names in 
7-on-7, but I’m so proud 
of the guys for doing 
what it takes to get the job 
done.”
 In the midst of the 

Wolverines trying to get 
to state, the players also 
learned that Brook head 
coach John Towels III had 
been named head coach 
at Lewisville Hebron and 
would be leaving. They 
pushed on.
 “In a way, I think the 
kids did this as a bit of a 
tribute to coach Towels,” 
Bills suggested. 
 “They will face some 
uncertainty with a new 
leader coming in, but they 
went out and did what it 
took. The guys deserve all 
the credit.”
 At the state tournament, 
the Wolverines ran into 
plenty of tough competi-

tion. In Pool L, the Wol-
verines lost to Midlothian 
31-12 and then fell short 
against Plano by a 14-13 
count. 
 Clear Brook lost a 
third pool play game, this 
time 20-15 to San Angelo 
Central. In the consola-
tion bracket, Wakeland 
downed Brook 34-6.

Local hoopsters play TABC event
 The Clear Brook and 
Dobie basketball pro-
grams were just two of 
nearly 300 to take part in 
the Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches 2022 
Boys Showcase June 24-
26 in Duncanville.
 With more than 300 

collegiate coaches in at-
tendance over the three 
days, the respective teams, 
including dozens of Di-
vision I college recruits, 
took to the court. 
 Clear Brook went 
against a tough pool that 
included Mansfield Leg-

acy, Lucas Lovejoy and 
Trinity Leadership Cedar 
Hill, falling 74-66 to Leg-
acy and then coming up 
short, 63-58, to Lovejoy. 
In its final game against 
Trinity Legacy, Clear 
Brook fell 87-68.
 Jaden Shanklin had six 

three-pointers on his way 
to 23 points and Julio Cis-
neros added 15 points on 
the strength of three three-
balls as Dobie bounced 
Denton 60-57. 
 The Longhorns also 
hammered Temple 70-49 
and cruised 65-41 against 
Little Elm to go unbeaten 
at the event.

2022 Regular Season Opener

Dobie Longhorns
host Clear Brook

Friday, Aug. 26, 7 p.m.
PISD Veterans Stadium

At left, Dobie’s Jaden 
Shanklin (13) had a 
solid season for the 
Longhorns as a junior 
and will look to take a 
big step as a senior in 
2022-2023. At  the Tex-
as Association of Bas-
ketball Coaches Boys 
Showcase June 24-26, 
Shanklin shot the ball 
extremely well from 
3-point land and led 
Dobie in scoring. 

Photo by Donna Alsdorf
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
DON’T LET THIS  

RECORD BREAKING 
MARKET PASS  

YOU BY!
281-464-SOLD (7653)

NEW! Ashley Pointe - Gorgeous 4-3.5-3 one story on the lake in 
gated section!! Formal dining, fabulous chef’s kitchen, plantation shutters 
throughout! #Ana

NEW! Sageglen - Huge 5 bedroom, 3.5 baths, formal dining, study, 3 
car detached garage, portecohere, and POOL!  #SCT

Friendswood - Beautiful 5-3.5-6 estate home with game room, media 
room, elevator and more on almost 5 acres with pool, RV storage, barn! #MYR

NEW! Pearland! -  Gorgeous 4-2-2 with POOL!  Formal dining, den 
with FP, updated! #SUN

NEW! League City -  Gated Community - Gorgeous 2-2.5-2 with 
study, remodeled bathrooms, deck, whole house generator! #MONSOLD

SOLD in 4 DAYS
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Toni Muse

GREEN AND 
ASSOCIATES
REALTORS®

Moving Families 
For 35 Years! 

Thinking of buying  
or selling, give me a call!

Over 35 years
helping people move! 

281-389-6519
Five Star Realtor 

Texas Monthly magazine
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LSA’s Harvey is AGH track pick

Kaden Harvey of Lutheran South cleared the 6-foot-4 mark in the high 
jump for a silver medal at the Texas Association of Private and Parochi-
al Schools Class 5A State Track and Field Championships at Waco Mid-
way High School in May, eventually earning All-Greater Houston Private 
School accolades in the event. Harvey’s silver-medal finish also helped the 
Pioneers win the TAPPS state boys’ team championship. 

Mallard Smith of LSA is AGH

Ayana Mallard Smith, a Class of 2022 Lutheran South Academy gradu-
ate and Sam Houston State University signee, was an All Greater Houston 
girls’ track and field honoree among private school nominees as she was 
honored for her excellence in both the 100 and long jump events. Mallard 
Smith repeated as the Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools 
5A state champion in the 100 and won silver in the long jump.

Dickson runs at USATF U20s

Clear Brook Class of 2022 graduate and Texas A&M University signee 
Camryn Dickson competed in the USATF U-20 National Championships 
June 24-25 at the prestigious Hayward Field on the campus of the Univer-
sity of Oregon in Eugene, racing in the 100 and 200. A two-time state silver 
medalist in the 200 with Clear Brook, Dickson was fourth at the U-20s in a 
time of 23.48 seconds, with the University of South Carolina’s Jayla Jami-
son winning at 22.93. In the 100, Dickson was third in her heat and 10th 
overall with a time of 11.56.

Azore has pro basketball intentions

UT-Arlington wing David Azore, a Class of 2017 Clear Brook High School grad-
uate, was not selected in the 2022 NBA Draft June 23 but still plans to pursue 
offseason and training camp opportunities. The all-time leading scorer at Clear 
Brook, Azore overcame knee surgery early in his career at UTA and is sixth on 
the program’s all-time scoring list with 1,390 points. As a senior, he averaged 
19.8 points per game and was an All-Sun Belt fi rst-team pick. Azore earned his 
BBA in marketing in 2021.

Bay Area Football League 2022 Field Locations

Alvin Raiders – Bob Briscoe Park, 3315 Hwy. 35, Alvin, 77511
Angleton Wildcats – 1 Wildcat Dr., Angleton, 77515
Barbers Hill Eagles, Eagle Dr., Mont Belvieu, 77523
Bay Area Bucs, Lutheran South, 12555 Ryewater Dr., Houston, 77089
Brazosport Longhorns – Freeport Int., 1815 W. 4th St., Freeport, 77541
East End Eagles – Gragg Park, 6200 Wheeler St., Houston, 77023
Hitchcock Red Raiders, Hitchcock H.S., 6629 FM 2004, Hitchcock, 77563
La Porte Texans – Baker 6th Grade, 9800 Spencer Hwy., La Porte, 77571
League City 49ers – Davis Sportsplex, 1251 Texas 96, League City, 77571
Magnolia Park Sharks – Mason Park, 541 S. 75th, Houston, 77023
Manvel Texans – Manvel High School, 19601 Hwy. 6, Manvel, 77578
North Shore Mustangs – North Shore Park, 14440 Wallisville Rd., 77049
Pasadena Panthers – Memorial Baptist, 6901 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 77505
Pearland Patriots – Pearland Dad’s Club, 6614 Fite Rd., Pearland, 77584
Pearland Texans – Dawson H.S., 2050 Cullen Blvd., Pearland, 77581
Sagemont Cowboys – El Franco Lee Park, 9400 Hall Rd., Houston, 77089
Santa Fe Braves – 5525 Ave. O, Santa Fe, 77510
Southbelt Dolphins – Blackhawk Park, 9401 Fuqua, Houston, 77089
SE Houston Wildcats – 4911 Holly Bay Ct., Pasadena, 77505

Aug. 13 Kickoff
BAFL youth league
welcomes 19 teams
 The 2022 Bay Area 
Football League season 
will kick off Saturday, 
Aug. 13, and league of-
fi cials have 19 programs 
from across the Houston 
and surrounding areas 
ready to begin preseason 
workouts in July.
 The 2022 lineup of 
BAFL programs includes 
Alvin, Angleton, Bar-
bers Hill, Brazosport, 
East End, Hitchcock, La 
Porte, League City, Mag-
nolia Park, Manvel, North 
Shore, Pasadena, Pearland 
Patriots, Pearland Tex-
ans, Sagemont, Santa Fe, 
Southeast Houston and 
Southbelt.
 The Sagemont Cow-
boys, who will return to 
Denny Wranich Sr. Field 
at El Franco Lee Park this 

season, will open the sea-
son at Southeast Houston, 
while Southbelt, which 
plays its home games at 
Blackhawk Park, will 
open the season at East 
End.
 Beginning Aug. 13, the 
BAFL season will run for 
11 Saturdays, with each 
program receiving a bye 
week.
 Peewee games will start 
at 8 a.m., followed by se-
niors at 9 a.m., juniors at 
11 a.m., sophomores at 
1 p.m. and freshmen at 3 
p.m.
 The Cowboys and Dol-
phins will again clash on 
the fi nal day of the regular 
season.
 BAFL postseason dates 
will be fi nalized later in 
the season.

Jaden Newsome to return to lead Iowa State volleyball for 2022

With Iowa State picked to fi nish third in the 2022 Preseason Big 12 Volleyball 
Poll, Clear Brook Class of 2017 graduate Jaden Newsome (3) is set to return 
for her fi nal season with the Cyclones while she pursues her master’s degree 
in information systems and business analytics. Originally signing with Mis-
souri out of high school, Newsome starred at Iowa State during her redshirt 
senior season in 2021, earning All-Big 12 second team honors for her play. 
Newsome was one of three Cyclones to play in all 102 sets of the team’s 28 
matches and ranked fourth in the Big 12 with 9.80 assists per set, recording 
1,000 assists for the season. She also fi nished with at least 50 assists in three 
different individual matches. A star at Clear Brook in many statistical catego-
ries, Newsome has her bachelor’s degree in sports management.



       SERVICE

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates
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Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

CALENDAR

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LAWN & GARDEN

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A/C & Appliance Repair
• Former Sear’s Technician
• Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

HELP
WANTED

Hair Care 
Gallerie

Booth Rentals 

Available at 
11211 Sageglen Dr.

Call/Text 
281-467-4863

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
See Friday’s notice. 
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, En-
glish) – meets at Revive Church, 1062 Fair-
mont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell conference 
room #111. Call 281-487-8787.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-479-
7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, JULY 3
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 a.m., 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, Book of 
Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m. 
and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. 
Call 281-479-7285. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets Sunday 
at Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. 
Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – Meeting. See Friday’s notice.

INDEPENDENCE DAY
MONDAY, JULY 4

10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday’s notice.
5 p.m. New Directions Singles – Age 55 and 
older meets for a potluck dinner with activities 
and/or guest speakers at Webster 
Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway. 
For details, call Grant at 281-814-4750.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly) – #0683 Friendswood chapter meets at 
the Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 N. 
Friendswood Dr. in the educational building, 
room 201. For information, call Lynette Rin-
grose at 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau 
at 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12-Step Recovery in 
the Education Bldg. in room 4, 11011 Hall Rd. 
Call 832-725-8479.

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-
6300.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets 
at 6117 Broadway St., Pearland, or on 
Zoom. See website calendar or call 281-
485-3634.
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time 
kitchen. Monday – Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 713-472-0565
for appointment.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-
686-6300.

FRIDAY, JULY 1
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
1 - 3 p.m. Parker Williams Genealogy 
Group – meets at the library, Beamer at 
Scarsdale, 1-3 p.m. Meetings are free and 
open to the public. Email Liz Hicks at eroot-
rot@usa.net for details.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – For 
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 
a.m. Saturday service, Judaism classes, fi lm 
series and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://
www.shaarhashalom.org.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open, 
2930 E. Broadway, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). Call 
713-661-4200.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JULY 2
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 

7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group. See Friday’s 
notice.

TUESDAY, JULY 5
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday’s notice.
2 p.m. National Association of Retired 
Federal Employees – meets at Clear Lake 
Community Center, 5001 NASA Pkwy. Lunch 
is $6. Call 713-944-2461.
6:30 p.m. Bay Area Quilt Guild – Meets at 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Call 713-253-2521. Visitors may attend 
two meetings free.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group. See Friday’s 
notice.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Carmeliters – meets at St. 
Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500 El 
Camino Real, in Clear Lake. Meetings are 
open to those 55+, with no dues. Call 713-
444-6744.
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday’s notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway, League 
City, 77573, is open. Neva and Bill Schroder 
coordinate Wednesday sessions for casual 
ballroom dancing (not dance lessons). Park 
activity cardholders attend free. Call 281-554-
1180 for details. 
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group. See Friday’s 
notice.
8 p.m. AA – Meeting. See Friday’s notice.

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 6-30

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE. Beautiful 
home in Sageglen subdi-
vision. 281-774-8606. 
Vendo casa bonita en la 
subdivisión de Sageglen. 
281-774-8606. 7-21

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.org TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

SERVICE
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 9-8
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 6-30

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

FULL REMODELING
 

281-779-5053
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

Blessing Painting
281-488-3362

Eco-Pest, Inc.

PEST

TM

ARRESTERS

Good Driving Record Required. Background 
Check. Experience Preferred. Will Train.

PEST CONTROL TECHNICIAN

THE AIR CONDITIONING AND

APPLIANCE PEOPLE
713-291-4612 • 346-375-2091

Service & Installation
Residential & Commercial

4210 Young St., Pasadena, TX 77504

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

Residential & Commercial
Interior & Exterior, Drywall repair & 

installation, Wood fences and  
Pressure washing.

Free Estimates 832-406-0183

RVM PAINTING

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

USWNT softball competes at Canada Cup, Pleasants homers

Taylor Pleasants socked three home runs as she con-
tributed to the USWNT USA Softball’s 6-2 run at 
the Canada Cup in Surrey, B.C. A Dobie softball 
legend, Pleasants is a standout at Louisiana State 
University, where she has played two full seasons in 

addition to the 2020 pandemic-shortened campaign. Pleasants homered twice 
and drove in three runs as Team USA defeated host Canada 9-2 during the 
Canada Cup. She also went deep for a solo home run as USA defeated Czech 
Republic 13-0. The USWNT squad lost a pair of one-run decisions to TC Colo-
rado but went on to win the Canada Cup.

Dobie’s Rodriguez leaves impression with JFD tennis
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 If a student-athlete en-
deavors to leave a program 
in better shape than it was 
when they arrived, Dobie 
Class of 2022 graduate Me-
gan Rodriguez should feel 
plenty proud of her lega-
cy on the Longhorn tennis 
courts.
 Rodriguez, a multiyear 
captain among her team-
mates, was a varsity team 
member nearly from the 
moment she walked onto 
campus. 
 For Dobie tennis coach 
Manuel Moreno Jr., it 
wasn’t only about wins and 
losses with Rodriguez but 
also the leadership, guid-
ance and overall presence 
she brought to the court.
 “Even though she had 
never played tennis before 
high school, you could tell 
she had an athletic back-
ground,” Moreno said. 
 “She had been a gym-
nast, so Megan could move 
around the court and was 
pretty natural, pretty quick-
ly swinging  a racket and 
hitting the ball.”
 Rodriguez at the time 
was simply looking to fi nd 
another quest or two. A 
highly competitive gymnast 
for 11 years prior to high 
school, she had hit a fork in 
the road.
 “I didn’t even know how 
to hit a tennis ball the fi rst 
time my mom took me out 
there to the court for a sum-
mer workout,” Rodriguez 
said. 
 “It was fun, and a change 
of pace for me after all 
those years in gymnastics.”
 Moreno, with a lifetime 
of both tennis playing and 
coaching experience to 
draw upon, knew that while 
Rodriguez was new to the 
sport, the possibilities for 

the then freshman were 
great.
 “The athletic ability was 
there, and she wasn’t unlike 
a lot of our incoming fresh-
men in that most of them 
come in with little experi-
ence,” Moreno said. 
 “Megan is the fi rst fresh-
man that I’ve invited back to 
varsity practice that quickly. 
She started at the bottom of 
the varsity ladder that fi rst 
year but made steady prog-
ress and moved up pretty 
quickly. 
 “Megan is a talented stu-
dent-athlete, and she leaves 
here as someone who left a 
tremendous mark on both 
the program and myself.  
 “We’re going to miss her 
in the program, that’s for 
sure.”
 Rodriguez for the most 
part played girls’ doubles 
with Ashley Huynh during 
her sophomore and junior 
seasons, then joined Lael 
Martinez for mixed doubles 
as a senior.
 “I’m proud of what I 
did on the court,” said Ro-
driguez, who is headed to 
Texas A&M University in 
College Station, where she 
has been accepted into the 
engineering program. She 
will also play the violin in 
A&M’s philanthropic or-
chestra.
 As for four years in the 
Dobie tennis program, she 
said, “I gave it 100 percent 
and feel like I did well. I’m 
defi nitely proud of what we 
did both as a team and what 
I did. Considering I had 
never played tennis before 
high school, I’m happy with 
the results.”
 Moreno has been a high 
school tennis coach now for 
40 years, most of those sea-
sons at Dobie. 
 He’s worked with and de-
veloped hundreds of players 

over the years. For Moreno, 
it’s not only about talent but 
also overall presence within 
his program.
 On the boys’ side of 
things, Moreno said Martin 
Zuber stands out after all 
these years, and now Rodri-
guez goes down as a legend 

among the Lady Longhorns. 
 “Martin is just a perfect 
example of the type of stu-
dent-athletes you hope to 
work with, and Megan is 
in that same conversation. 
Not only did they maximize 
their abilities on the court 
but just meant so much to 

their teammates and this 
program. 
 “It’s how you’d want 
your own children to turn 
out. I could never say 
enough great things about 
Megan. She truly is at the 
top of the list of  impressive 
individuals in our program.”

Megan Rodriguez, a four-year member of the Dobie varsity tennis program, left a 
tremendously positive impression on her teammates and coach and is now on her 
way to study engineering at Texas A&M University.

Wolverines complete memorable run to state 7-on-7 event

The Clear Brook squad made a memorable run to the Texas 
State 7-on-7 football tournament in College Station and came 
away with a positive team-building experience heading into the  
rest of the summer as well as the high school football presea-
son. Members of the team are, left to right, (front row) Chris-

tian Wright, (middle row) Lance Kellum, Jaylen Price, Keyon 
Kellum, Raiden Garcia, Jaylon Richardson, Sam Perry, Zarion 
Jones, Brennan Thompson, Malik Merrik, Jayden Price, Ced-
ric Barnes, (back row) Jesse Shelton and Kingston Cramer. See 
related story on Page 5.

Brook graduate, hoopster Lyons to Highland C.C.
At right, Clear Brook Class of 2022 graduate Tosh 
Lyons (35) has elected to continue his education and 
playing career at Highland Community College 
in Highland, Kan., as part of the Kansas Jayhawk 
Community College Conference within the Nation-
al Junior College Athletic Association Division II 
ranks. Last season, the Scotties fi nished at 15-14 
overall. Lyons played a key role for Clear Brook 
during consecutive solid seasons both in 2020-2021 
and 2021-2022.

Ole Miss sweeps Oklahoma
 Ole Miss used 10-3 and 4-2 victories to sweep 
Oklahoma and win the 2022 NCAA College World 
Series baseball championship in Omaha.
 Clear  Brook High School graduate Aaron Cal-
houn is a freshman right-handed pitcher with Okla-
homa, and while he did not pitch in the title series, 
his Sooners came within two wins of a title.
 Calhoun was utilized sparingly as a freshman but 
is expected to compete for more innings in 2023, ei-
ther as a starter or out of the bullpen. 
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