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 Houston District D City Council Member Dr. 
Carolyn Evans-Shabazz on Saturday, May 13, 
hosted the District of Destination Small Business 
& Civic Engagement Symposium.
 “The event was an enormous success, bring-
ing together community leaders, small-business 
owners, city offi cials and industry leaders to en-
gage in thoughtful discussions on community 
progress, leadership and business opportunities,” 
said District D Chief of Staff Steven A. James.
 U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, whose House 
District 18 encompasses much of District D, was 

in attendance and presented Evans-Shabazz a 
congressional recognition to commemorate the 
occasion.
 A presentation was also delivered by Raamel 
C. Mitchell, who heads Microsft’s Black Partner 
Growth Initiative.
 The all-day event was broken into halves and 
included both breakfast and lunch.
 The fi rst half of the symposium included two 
workshops – the Small Business University and 
the Complete Communities University.

Continued on Page 3

District D hosts business, civic symposium
Local community leaders attend function

Shabazz
greets
Davila

Beverly Hills Civic Club 
President Angel Davila (left)
is shown with with Hous-
ton District D City Council 
Member Dr. Carolyn Ev-
ans-Shabazz at the recent 
District of Destination Small 
Business & Civic Engage-
ment Symposium. Davilla 
said Shabazz and her offi ce 
have been receptive to his 
calls for assistance in the 
South Belt community.

Sageglen has openings
 The Sageglen Community Association has 
openings on its board of directors and Architec-
tural Control Committee. Applicants must be 
Sageglen homeowners in good standing, ages 
21 and up. Anyone interested in running for 
these three-year terms should contact Jackie 
Burnaman or Lori Ewing at 281-481-2160 no 
later than June 9. Sageglen’s annual meeting 
will take place July 17.

Kirkmont I to meet June 14
 Kirkmont I HOA will hold its board meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 14, at the Kirk-
mont MUD Building, 10102 Blackhawk. Harris 
County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia will be 
this month’s featured speaker. All Kirkmont I res-
idents are encouraged to attend.

Beltway closed for repairs
 All westbound Beltway 8 main lanes near the 
Gulf Freeway will be closed through Thursday, 
Aug. 31, to make emergency repairs, according to 
Texas Department of Transportation offi cials.
 All westbound traffi c will be forced to exit the 
main lanes at SH 3/Old Galveston Road and be di-
verted to the Beltway 8 frontage road lanes. 
 The westbound entrance ramps will be closed at 
SH 3/Old Galveston Road, Crenshaw and Genoa 
Red Bluff. The westbound main lanes will reopen 
at Beamer. Eastbound Beltway 8 main lanes and all 
connector ramps to the Gulf Freeway will remain 
open.
 TxDOT offi cials said the closures are necessary 
to make emergency repairs near the westbound 
Sabo exit, where the ground is sinking. The clo-
sures are expected to cause signifi cant traffi c de-
lays.

Sagemont to meet June 6
 The Sagemont Civic Club will hold a meeting 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 6, at The Gardens, located 
at 12001 Beamer at Hughes Road. All Sagemont 
residents/homeowners are invited to attend. The 
meetings typically take place the fi rst Tuesday of 
each month.

Ellington holds e-recycling 
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Management 
Department’s monthly electronic recycling event 
will take place Saturday, June 10, at the Neigh-
borhood Recycling Center at Ellington Airport 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Recycling electronics 
keeps potentially harmful materials, such as mer-
cury, cadmium, lead and cathode ray tubes out of 
the waste stream and the environment. Items ac-
cepted are PCs, servers, keyboards, mice, laptops, 
game consoles, monitors, small kitchen appli-
ances, memory chips, hubs and routers, print-
ers, copiers, scanners, fax machines, projectors, 
rechargeable batteries, cable boxes, car batteries, 
telephones, cellphones, PDAs, tape drives, hard 
drives, cords, cables and cameras. The collection 
events take place the second Saturday of each 
month. For additional information, visit www.
houstonsolidwaste.org or call 311.

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of active COVID-19 cases in 
the South Belt community remained roughly on 
par with the previous week, according to Harris 
County health offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, May 30, there were 213 active 
cases in 77089, up three from the previous week. 
To date, 140 from the ZIP code have died from 
the disease, up three from the previous week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 16 active cas-
es, up two from the previous week. To date, there 
have been 84 deaths in the ZIP code, up one from 
the previous week.
 In 77034, there were 18 active cases, down 
three from the previous week. To date, 91 resi-
dents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the 
disease. (Harris County reported 93 deaths the 
previous week.)
 According to Harris County offi cials, the vast 
majority of the fatalities suffered from pre-exist-
ing health issues.
 Statistics are updated daily and include num-
bers from within the Houston city limits and 
throughout Harris County. To view an interactive 
map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arcgis.com/
pages/cumulative-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from FM 517 in League City to FM 2004/
Camp Wallace Access Road in Dickinson/Texas 
City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access 
Road in Dickinson/Texas City to FM 519/Main 
Street in La Marque daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Satur-
day, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from FM 519/Main Street in La Marque to 
Sailfi sh Street in Hitchcock daily from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from Sailfi sh Street in Hitchcock to the 
Galveston Causeway Bridge in Tiki Island daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 
a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.

 The 2022-2023 school year has come to a 
close, with all local high schools celebrating the 
graduations before the Memorial Day holiday.
 For Pasadena ISD students, summer school 
will be broken into two sessions with the fi rst 
session taking place from June 5 to June 12 and 

the second taking place from June 13 to June 
20. Summer school graduation dates had yet to 
be determined at press time.
 STAAR retesting will take place for Pasade-
na ISD students June 21 -23.
 Several local Pasadena ISD campuses are of-

fering free meals through much of the summer 
as part of the 2023 as part of the federal Sum-
mer Food Service Program. 
 Funded by the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, this program will provide free breakfast 
and lunch to children ages 18 and younger at 
participating schools. 
 Local schools participating in the program 
include Moore Elementary, 8880 Southbluff;  
Melillo Middle School, 9220 Hughes Road; 
Beverly Hills Intermediate, 11111 Beamer; 
Thompson Intermediate, 11309 Sagedowne; 
and Dobie High School, 10220 Blackhawk.
 Moore will serve breakfast from 7 to 7:30 
a.m. and lunch from 10:55 to 11:20 a.m. Dates 
are Monday through Friday, June 5 through 
June 29.
 Melillo will serve breakfast from 8:40 to 9:05 
a.m. and lunch from 11:15 to 11:40 a.m. Dates 
are Monday through Friday, June 6 through 
June 23.
 Beverly Hills and Thompson will serve 
breakfast from 7:30 to 8 a.m. and lunch from 
11:15 to 11:40 a.m. Dates are Monday through 
Friday, June 5 through June 16. 
 Dobie will serve breakfast from 7:50 a.m. 
to 8:25 a.m. and lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Dates are Monday through Friday, June 5 
through June 20.
  Meals will be provided on a fi rst-come fi rst-
serve basis. 
 For more information or for a complete list 
of times and locations, visit www1.pasade
naisd.org/about/news/current_news/2023_sum

mer_food_service_program_schedule.
Clear Creek ISD

 Clear Creek ISD will also provide free meals 
to children ages 18 and younger at participating 
schools this summer as part of the federal Sum-
mer Food Service Program. 
 Participating campuses include Stewart El-
ementary, Clear Creek Intermediate and Clear 
Creek High School. Like Pasadena ISD, both 
breakfast and lunch will be served.
 For a complete list of dates and times, visit 
www.ccisd.net/studentmeals.
 On its website, Clear Crek ISD has a list of 
summer enrichment acivities for district stu-
dents. To see the list, visit www.ccisd.net/sum
mer.

Harris County Public Library
 Harris County Public Library also has a list 
of summer activities and reading assignments 
for area students. To see a list of summer activ-
ities, see Page 4 or visit hcpl.net/locations/PW.

Swimming pools
 While several subdivisions in the South Belt 
area have already opened their swimming pools 
for the summer, the City of Houston had yet to 
announce its 2023 summer plans at press time, 
leaving the status of both the Sagemont and 
Beverly Hills pools unknown.
 During the 2022 summer season, most of the 
city’s swimming pools were closed due to a na-
tionwide lifeguard shortage. The nearest pool 
to be open in the South Belt area was at Wil-
son Memorial Park, located at 100 Gilpin near 
Highway 3 and Edgebrook.

Summer begins for South Belt students
Free meals, activities available for area youths

Whatley 
sheds
horns

Dobie teacher Tracy 
Whatley recently shed her 
horns, retiring from the 
area high after serving 32 
years. Prior to working as 
a teacher, Whatley attend-
ed Dobie High School as a 
student. During her time 
as a teacher, Whatley has 
taught history, biology, 
environmental systems, 
and AP environmental sci-
ence. She also served as a 
Student Council sponsor. 
Under her environmental 
leadership, students cared 
for orphaned wildlife and 
constructed a butterfl y 
garden.

Pct. 2 assists multiagency initiative
High-crime areas targeted; drugs, weapons seized

 This past week, patrol deputies with Harris 
County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s offi ce 
teamed up with the Pasadena Police Department 
and Precinct 2 Constable Phil Sandlin’s offi ce in a 
coordinated multiagency law enforcement initia-
tive, targeting areas with high crime. 
 The coordinated efforts between these agencies 
resulted in dozens of traffi c stops, multiple narcot-
ics seizures and other criminal investigations. 
 The following list details the initiative’s suc-
cesses:
 – 53 traffi c stops were initiated.

 – Seven gang members were identifi ed.
 – Seven guns recovered.
 – Two recovered stolen vehicles.
 – Six felony arrests.
 – Six misdemeanor arrests.
 The following narcotics were seized during the 
initiative:
 – Cocaine.
 – Marijuana.
 – Xanax.
 – Ecstasy.
 – Promethazine.

Deputies target high crime

Deputies with Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s offi ce recently teamed up 
with other local law enforcement agencies for a coordinated effort to target areas known 
for high crime. The initiative, which also included the Pasadena Police Department and 
Precinct 8 Constable Phil Sandlin’s offi ce, resulted in numerous arrests and drug seizures. 

Man arrested for racing on freeway
 A man was arrested 
for freeway racing around 
10:30 p.m. Friday, May 
19, in the 10800 block 
of the Gulf Freeway near 
Edgebrook.
 According to offi cials 
with Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Constable Jerry 

Garcia’s offi ce, district patrol deputies observed 
three vehicles racing and attempted to make a 
traffi c stop. Deputies were able to stop one of the 
three vehicles.
 After an investigation was completed, the 
driver, Luis Maldonado Salazar, was arrested 
and booked into the Harris County Jail without 
further incident.
 Freeway racing has been a growing problem.Luis Salazar

Dobie’s Whatley retires after 32 years
 Dobie High School teacher Tracy Whatley re-
cently retired after serving 32 years at the area 
school.
 During her time as a teacher, Whatley has 
taught history, biology, environmental systems, 
and AP environmental science. 
 Additionally, Whatley sponsored Student 
Council, and her classroom was where students 
learned about caring for orphaned native wildlife 
by working with wildlife rehabilitators. 
 Whatley’s students participated in Envirothon, 

an outdoor competition where teams won multi-
ple awards. She further led the environmental club 
in building a small butterfl y garden in partnership 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife called the “Barry 
Harris Memorial Butterfl y Garden.”
 According toWhatley, the bravest thing she’s 
ever done was act in the faculty production of 
the play “Steel Magnolias” alongside the talents 
of Lauren Calderaro, Rachel Rodriguez, Nicole 
Johnson, Tracy Richeson and Juliet Rogers under 
the direction of Clinton Hopper.

Pony League threatened with lawsuit
Parent alleges funds mishandled, fi elds subleased

 A local parent is threatening legal action 
against the newly formed South Belt Baseball 
League and its president Johnny Ramirez, alleg-
ing the league was founded by siphoning funds 
from the competing South Belt Little League and 
deliberately misleading parents into signing up 
for the new league. The draft lawsuit further al-
leges Ramirez subleased the South Belt Baseball 
League’s fi elds without proper authority for per-
sonal gain.
 Tommy Breen said when he signed up his 
3-year-old son for T-ball in December 2022, 
he believed he was joining the South Belt Lit-
tle League, a tradition dating back roughly 25 
years in Breen’s family. Breen, however, had 
unknowingly signed his son up for the South 
Belt Baseball League, a new area league begun 
by Ramirez after he resigned as president of the 
South Belt Little League Dec. 31, 2022.
 “It has come to my attention that the president 
of the league, Johnny Ramirez, recently left a 
competing league, South Belt Little League, af-
ter resigning from the previous position he took 
the funds from their account without proper legal 

authority (See related editorial on Page 2.). Fur-
thermore, there are concerns about unauthorized 
fi eld subleasing,” Breen recently wrote in a letter 
to the South Belt Baseball League board of di-
rectors. “This letter serves as notice of our intent 
to initiate a lawsuit against Johnny Ramirez and 
the South Belt Baseball League board if these 
matters are not promptly resolved.”
 Breen said he speaks on behalf of more than 
two dozen area parents who share his concerns, 
adding that many are too intimidated by Ramirez 
to speak out.
 “He’s created an atmosphere of fear,” Breen 
said. “He calls the police and has parents re-
moved from the fi elds, or he’ll take it out on the 
kids and not let them play.”
 Breen said the community deserves answers.
 “The community has questions that need to 
be addressed,” Breen said. “We deserve account-
ability and transparency. I want to know where 
the money is.”
 Breen said he intends to fi le the lawsuit in the 
next week if the issues in question are not imme-
diately addressed.
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In My Opinion
Fusilier on May 4 
Leader Editorial
Dear Publisher,
 While picking up my son at school a 
few weeks ago, I picked up a copy of the 
South Belt Leader and noticed a publish-
ers opinion note regarding the Pasadena 
ISD school board elections. 
 In it, you made mention that it is a known 
“fact” that “some school board members” 
want Dr. Powell and others gone because 
they are not the “correct race.” 
 This is just as disturbing to read as it 
is to repeat now. I was uncertain of where 
you got your facts and when speaking 
to you, you mentioned hearing this from 
about 30 different people, which confi rmed 
that this gossip and misinformation is be-
ing spread as “fact” by numerous people. 
 This is not a fact. What is a fact, is that 
I have supported Dr. Powell from the be-
ginning. I have remained consistent and 
I have spoken to her on numerous occa-
sions about the rumors, lies, and innuen-
dos that I’ve heard. The focus should be 
on children and their outcomes, not on the 
spread of misinformation. 
The community as a whole deserves truth. 
Let’s set the record straight with facts: 
 • Meeting 1/24/23 -I voted in favor of an 
extension of the superintendents contract 
and amendments  
 • Meeting 4/25/23 - I voted in favor of 
superintendents summative   
 (obviously positive) evaluation 
 • Meeting 4/25/23 - I voted in favor of 
amendments to superintendents contract 
 These are just a few examples from the 
past few months. If I wanted anyone gone, 
I would simply vote against keeping them 
on longer, promoting them, or giving them 
more taxpayer dollars. That’s our role as 
elected offi cials. As such, I vote based on 

the needs and desires of the entire Pas-
adena ISD community because they all 
deserve to be heard. That’s what I was 
elected to do. I answer to the people who 
elected me and I will continue to represent 
the Pasadena ISD community with integrity 
and competence. 
 Last I checked, a lie is still a lie regard-
less of who said it. Publishers hold a re-
sponsibility with regards to the fi rst amend-
ment and printing unchecked “facts” makes 
a newspaper no better than a tabloid mag-
azine. 
 I would hope that the next time anyone 
wants to write or repeat such comments, 
they would seek statements from all board 
members before printing or spreading mis-
information. 
 Please feel free to contact me any time 
you need clarifi cation on issues. 
Best regards, 

Paola Gonzalez Fusilier 
Pasadena ISD Trustee 

Publisher’s response:  Sorry that you as-
sumed this was speaking of you. I do not 
disagree with your letter or public stand, 
and you know you were not named.  
 But factually this was spread about, 
not by you, but by other members. In fact, 
one even stated so in a In My Opinion let-
ter which was published in the Leader. I 
apologize that you took this personally, but 
the following was a fact:  “In it, you made 
mention that it is a known ‘fact’ that ‘some 
school board members’ want Dr. Powell 
and others gone because they are not the 
‘correct race.’” 
 Possibly people read that IMO letter and 
were concerned. I agree it is disurbing, but 
unfortunately, it is also factual statement 
that it was said and repeated by a number 
of people.  Our editorial was accurate.                            

Marie Flickinger 
Publisher

Publisher’s Opinion
More than you would ever want to know about our youth baseball

Owls awarded scholarships
Frazier Elementary School held its annual Scholarship Awards Night. Six former Fra-
zier Owls were awarded scholarships. Frazier students and staff and it’s donors wish all 
former owls well on their next adventure – “Once an Owl; always an Owl.” 

At left, Evelyn Si-
fuentes stands to the 
left of Wendy Wise-
burn, Frazier princi-
pal. The PTO Cecilia 
Ramirez Memorial 
Scholarship was pre-
sented to Sifuentes, 
who plans to go into 
nursing. 

The Frazier Student 
Council Leader-
ship Scholarship was 
awarded to Marcus 
Kemp Jr. (left), shown 
with Araceli Rodri-
guez, Frazier counsel-
or and student council 
sponsor. Marcus plans 
to study business mar-
keting at North Park 
University in Chicago.

Shown, left to right, are Jay Gorman, John Gorman, Madison Lugo and Cyndi Gor-
man. The Gorman family awarded the Karen Gorman Memorial Scholarship to 
Lugo. This year marked the 25th anniversary that the scholarship has been award-
ed, honoring Karen Gorman, who was a fourth-grade teacher at Frazier. Lugo plans 
to pursue a path in agricultural education.

Shown left to 
right are Ary-
ana Mejorado, 
Julie Kutra and 
Darren Kutra. 
The Kutra fam-
ily awarded the 
Matthew Kutra 
Memorial Schol-
arship to Mejo-
rado who plans 
to pursue a path 
in veterinary 
studies.

Members of the Widows 
Warriors group drove 
from Louisiana to award 
Isela Munoz a scholarship. 
They attended a scholar-
ship presentation at Fra-
zier the previous year and 
were so moved by it, that 
they, too, wanted to give 
a scholarship to a grad-
uating senior. Isela plans 
to study biology and will 
pursue a path in medicine.

Shown at right 
is Evelyn San-
chez (right) who 
was awarded The 
Frank, Elda & 
Kimberly Wise-
burn Memorial 
Scholarship. She 
plans to major in 
English and aspires 
to become a profes-
sor.

Southbelt Baseball Little League  Dec. 31 2022-Jan 31, 2023 

Deaths

 Wesley Hyatt Swift, 47, 
died unexpectedly on Sun-
day, April 23, after suffering 
a stroke a week earlier. Wes 
was born on July 23, 1975, 
in Pasadena, to Alice Lynn 
Williams Swift and Robert 
Louis Swift. 
 He lived most of his 
life in the Greater Houston 
area, graduating from Clear 
Brook High School in 1993, 

Wesley Hyatt 
Swift

then earning his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in journalism 
from Texas A&M Universi-
ty in 1997 and an MBA from 
the University of Houston in 
2012.
 Wes will be remembered 
for his quick wit and keen 
sense of humor. He made 
friends everywhere he went 
and always appreciated di-
versity in thought and expe-
rience. 
 Wes was a loyal col-
league, most recently work-
ing as an associate editor for 
S&P Global as part of their 
agriculture pricing team. He 
previously spent many years 
in the newspaper business 
with the Galveston County 
Daily News and Houston 
Community newspapers.
 An avid reader, Wes nev-
er stopped learning. Wheth-
er it was language lessons to 
learn Mandarin, trying new 
recipes or taking up wood-
working, he loved to try 
new things. 
 Wes loved movies, his-

tory, live music and, most 
notably, trivia. He led trivia 
on Tuesday nights and often 
quizzed his co-workers as 
he prepared questions for 
that evening. He also loved 
animals, especially his two 
cats, Callie and Castor.
 Wes is survived by his 
parents, his sister Alicen 
Swift, uncle Carl Williams 
(Roxanne) of Three Rivers, 
Texas; and numerous cous-
ins.
 A memorial service for 
Wes will be held on Satur-
day, June 10, at 1 p.m. at 
The Story Church (4910 
Montrose Blvd). In lieu of 
fl owers, family and friends 
are invited to make gifts to 
the Wesley H. Swift ’97 Me-
morial Scholarship at Texas 
A&M University. 
 Scholarships may be 
made online at tx.ag/wes-
leyswift or mailed to The 
Association of Former Stu-
dents, 505 George Bush 
Drive, College Station, Tex-
as 77840.

Sent to Marie from Little 
League member.

 To South Belt Sports As-
sociation (SBASA),We re-
ceived this email from Marie 
Flickinger earlier this week 
with regards to the fi nanc-
es of our organization. We 
are happy to meet with the 
Sports Association Board to 
provide any documentation 
or answer any questions 
related to the fi nances of 
our association. We did not 
receive this request direct-
ly from the board, but from 
Marie Flickinger. We are not 
sure of what offi cial role she 
plays for the Sports Associ-
ation or with this matter di-
rectly. We would be happy 
to answer your questions. 

Please feel free to reach 
out to us directly. We have 
invoices and a better under-
standing of our accounts.  
Marie seems to be double 
counting because of inter-
nal transfers within our ac-
count. We reached out to 
Joe, the new president, and 
the rest of the board last 
week to get clarity on next 
steps related to the vote that 
was to be held on the week-
end of May 20.  This was the 
last formal communication 
that we received from the 
Sports Association. 
 We have not received 
any formal communica-
tion since the sudden de-
parture of Rich Newell, 
the president. Our families 

have been informed that 
this vote was scheduled to 
take place on that date, as 
agreed upon with Rich. This 
was Denny's idea at our fi rst 
offi cial meeting in February. 
Our parents are invested in 
having their voices heard. 
Please provide an update, 
as our parents are asking 
about specifi c times. We pro-
vided all documentation on 
our current membership (in-
cluding addresses) to Rich, 
when requested.  Again, we 
would be happy to meet with 
any members of the Sports 
Association or the County 
to bring clarity to our current 
situation. Thank you, Frank, 
Bernie, and Johnny Direc-
tors of Southbelt Baseball 

 The following was sent to South Belt Sports after a phone conversation between myself and Frank 
where Frank asked me to send my questions regarding money that had been Little League’s and was 
taken out of their bank account. *Below is the email I sent Bernie in response. Following that is my com-
ment to their email. *This was published in error. The email was sent to Frank not Bernie.

Letter to SBASA from Frank Cush, Bernie Aldape and Johnny Ramirez

Date: Mon, May 8, 2023 at 11:26 AM
Subject: LL expenses
To: Frank Cush <
frankcush23@gmail.com
 Thanks so much for your help. These 
are current concerns: Cashier checks of 
$24.475 and $21,250 on July 28, 2022 and 
checks in the same amounts on Sept. 16, 
2022. Was this for the netting, down pay-
ment and Payoff? Checks were cashier 
checks made out to Ralph Benitez.

 Two cashier checks to Ralph Benitez in 
the amount of $ 21,250.00 and $ 24,745.00 
in July 2022 and duplicated in September 
16, 2022 same amounts, same person 
Questions on this fi le, can Johnny legally 
take $291,509.30 out of Little League, 12 
days after quitting  Little League? How do 
you justify taking out $291,509.30 from an 
account that the deposits were for Little 
League and leaving only$271.24 in check-
ing and .18 cents in savings.

Email from Marie Flickinger to Frank Cush seekimg information

Marie’s response to Frank Cush, Bernie Aldape and Johnny Ramirez 
 I am puzzled at Frank’s 
email. When he and I spoke 
on the phone, he was very 
willing to help answer ques-
tions on which I had to have 
clarity concerning the issue 
of money and Little League 
versus Pony. 
 Frank knows I am the 
owner of the South Belt El-
lington Leader newspaper 
and that is why I am interfer-
ing. Only a small part of my 
interest is Little League and 
sports association. My main 
interest is what is going on 
with Sagemont/South Belt 
youth baseball for the pur-
pose of educating the com-
munity through stories in 
the Leader. I aim to be a re-
source to straighten out the 
problem.
 As I learned very well 
during my experience fi ght-
ing the Brio Superfund Site, 
of which this situation is re-
minding me more and more, 
whenever people are not 
forthright with facts, there’s 
usually a reason. It was my 
understanding after Frank 
and I talked that he was very 

willing to help answer and 
get information on some 
of these questions. How 
strange it is that he does 
not respond to me but yet is 
making accusations, most 
of which are false and half-
truths. My most important in-
terest in this situation is what 
is right and fair for the South 
Belt area community.
 I acknowledged to Frank 
there may be some totally 
good explanations on where 
a quarter of a million dollars 
went from the Little League 
account 12 days after John-
ny Ramirez and the board 
dropped all connections with 
Little League, but there has 
been no explanation. One 
question is why in Decem-
ber and January there was 
such an enormous amount 
of money to be deposited 
and then it was deposited in 
one day in the Little League 
account and withdrawn the 
same day and put in account 
non-related to Little League 
that Johnny had control of. 
(See link below.)
 We need to know the 
facts of where Little League 
money went and why. For 
some reason Pony offi cials 
are reluctant to share this in-
formation. 
 Of special interest is the 
more than a quarter of a 
million dollars put in the Lit-
tle League bank account 
which was transferred out 
the same day. And this was 
12 days after Johnny and 
the board of Little League 
cut all ties with Little League. 
These are some of the many 
questions I believe should 
be answered by a group 
that is working under a tax 
exempt charter and using 
the local taxpayer-funded 
county park. I’m going pub-
lic with this letter because 
I believe the community 
needs to know answers to 
many, many questions that 
so far Pony has not been an-
swered. 
 I know Johnny believes 
that the money is their mon-
ey and it doesn’t matter if it 
was Little League’s or Pony’s, 
but with the contract Johnny 
signed with Little League, 
he agreed that if they left 
the league the assets that 
were Little League’s would 
stay with Little League. This 
would include checks made 
out to Little League should 
belong to Little League. In-
stead they were deposited 
in Little League’s account 
at the bank and then with-
drawn apparently by Johnny 
and put in apparently Pony’s 
account. They even paid 
fees to join Pony with Little 
League’s money. 
 On Dec. 31 the day John-
ny and his group, quit Little 
League had $63,096.30 in 
their checking account and 
around $27,509.30 in their 
savings account. 
 On Jan. 12, 12 days af-
ter Johnny and the gang 
that left Little League, put 
$255,282.60 in the Little 
League account. He then 
withdrew $157,848.56 and 
$107,434.04 from the Little 
League accounts  in spite 
of the fact the money was 
Little League’s as Johnny 
had put it in Little League‘s 
account before taking it out 
and transferring it the same 
day to another unknown 
account that he managed. 
I believe the checks he de-
posited were made out to 
Little League, otherwise, he 
would’ve put it directly into 
his other account.
 People were critical of 
Little League, because kids 
all signed up for Pony, yet 
nobody is answering why 

many checks were made 
out to Little League. John-
ny says there is no problem 
with Pony having checks 
made out to Little League. 
He believes the people who 
left Little League had a right 
to take the money. I believe 
this is a legal issue, especial-
ly due to the fact he signed 
a contract acknowledging 
Little League assets would 
stay with Little League and 
the checks were made out to 
Little League. I do not under-
stand why checks made out 
to Little League can so easi-
ly go to another organization. 
 Study the attached por-
tion of bank statement for 
January 2023. The entire 
statement can be found at: 
www.southbeltleader.com
/littleleague_statement_
Dec2022_Jan2023.pdf.
 When the people voted to 
leave Little League Dec. 31, 
2022, the Little League ac-
count had $63,096.30 from 
checks and money for Little 
League which were depos-
ited by Johnny. On Jan. 12, 
the amount of approximately 
a quarter of 1 million dollars 
(which included the savings 
account) was taken out the 
same day to be put into an 
account controlled by John-
ny. The Little League’s attor-
neys tell us, this is very ille-
gal. I am not an attorney, so I 
am not sure, but I believe this 
needs to be answered. 
 Another question is why 
there so much money in the 
Little League account. There 
were two expenses in the 
year of 2022 totaling nearly 
$100,000 each. I do not be-
lieve that the proper protocol 
was followed on spending 
this money. 
 Why on Jan. 12 is there 
even a quarter of $1 million 
fl oating around to be put into 
the Little League bank ac-
count and taken out again 
the same day and put into 
an account unknown to Lit-
tle League? I, again, ask 
Frank some of the questions 
I’ve had and included some 
additional ones. Mainly, why 
was Johnny – 12 days af-
ter cutting ties with Little 
League–putting checks to 
Little League in the bank 
and withdrawing a quarter of 
$1 million on Jan. 12, mon-
ey quite unusual for a Little 
League like this size to have.
 Also did Johnny fi le 2022 
Income tax, and since it 
was for Little League, why 
doesn’t Little League have 
a copy. Since Little League 
has no records who but 
those who spent the money 
have to fi le with IRS. 
 I also would like to know 
why so many involved in Lit-
tle League, and I’m told also 
Pony, are being paid incen-
tive fees and possible com-
missions for getting spon-
sors. I am told this is against 
Little League rules, but yet 
hundreds and hundreds of 
dollars were paid out. Are 
there receipts for what this 
money was spent? Was it 
done against Little League 
rules when they were under 
Little League at the time? I 
do not believe the people re-
ceiving the money even re-
alized they probably should 
turn in receipts, etc. Johnny 
was, also, I’m told by many, 
being paid by coaches to 
use the Little League fi elds 
yet this is totally against 
county rules. Is this money 
accounted for in treasury 
reports? I am told that John-
ny was pretty much serving 
as president and treasurer, 
again not according to the 
rules.
 I am also told that the 
contract with the county re-

quires permission to change 
fi elds. I don’t know to what 
extent this is, but know Little 
League fi elds were altered 
to the point Little League 
could not offi cially play on 
some. Were county rules 
followed? I was told money 
spent has a limit of $600 to 
be approved by the board. 
Were board rules followed? 
 Two identical payments 
for around $45,000 each 
were made two months 
apart. Is there a paper trail 
with board approval for the 
$90,000 spent last July and 
September 2022? 
 Over $90,000 was spent 

for one set of improvements. 
Did they abide by the coun-
ty rules? I believe the county 
requires approval and bids. I 
am told this did not happen 
on the $90,000. Plus, there’s 
another similar expense that 
may have been for turf. 
 One might ask, why is it 
the business of the newspa-
per to ask such questions? 
Both Pony and Little League 
reportedly are working as 
nonprofi t organizations that 
depend on money from 
the community, so I believe 
strongly it’s the right of the 
community to know that the 
money is being used prop-

erly. What I do not under-
stand is why there’s such a 
reluctance to be transpar-
ent with the community. It is 
necessary to keep records 
for a 501(c)(3) so the record 
should be easily available. 
 You need minutes, etc. 
that should be available for a 
501(c)(3). 
 The community has the 
right to know what’s going 
on. These are questions I’ve 
been asking for fi ve months 
with no attempt whatsoev-
er on the part of Johnny or 
the Pony organization mem-
bers, including Frank, to an-
swer them. 

The Voice of Community-Minded People

11555 Beamer                    281-481-5656
E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners

South Belt-Ellington LeaderSouth Belt-Ellington Leader
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Coast Guard Capt. Jonathan Carter to take command of USCGC Stone

 Place Campus

 1 Frazier Elementary

 2 Laura Bush Elementary

 3 Jensen Elementary

 1 Genoa Elementary

 2 Laura Bush Elementary

 3 Fairmont Elementary

 1 Deepwater Elementary

 2 Sablatura Middle School

 3 Dunbar Middle School

 1 Melillo Middle School

 2 Lomax Middle School

 3 Sablatura Middle School

 1 Beverly Hills Int.

 2 Pearland Jr. High West

 3 Kranz Jr. High

 1 Deer Park

 2 Clear Springs

 3 J. Frank Dobie

Division

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

Intermediate

High School

Class of 2023 seniors take last walk through Burnett Elementary
Class of 2023 seniors 
recently visited Bur-
nett Elementary to take 
their last walk through 
the halls of their ele-
mentary  school before 
graduating from  high 
school. Shown at left 
are, left to right, (front 
row) Yen Cao, Lilian 
Mares, Serenity Garcia, 
Kaylee Frank, Mariana 
Pantoja, Daisy Ramirez, 
Destiny Rodriguez, 
Perla Barrera, Felecity 
Resendez, Cindy Me-
dina, Samuel Pineda, 
(middle row) Marissa 
Rojas, Lyzbeth Flores, 
Sara Cruz, Elizabeth 
Hernandez, Tashjae 
McCann, Iveth Flores, 
Julian Del Valle, (back 
row) Maria Diaz, An-
gelo Martinez, Miguel 
Ochoa Johnathan Espi-
noza, Jose Alonso, Ben 
Evans, Mario Moreno 
and Manuel Colunga.

 Coast Guard Capt. Jon-
athan Carter has been as-
signed to command the 
USCGC Stone, a 418-foot, 
Legend-class cutter stationed 
in Charleston, S.C.
 Carter, a 1995 Dobie grad-
uate, will take over as com-
manding offi cer of Stone 
at a shipboard ceremony in 
Charleston on June 23.
 The Stone is one of nine 

Legend-class cutters, a class 
featuring the largest patrol 
cutter in the Coast Guard. 
Each cutter is typically as-
signed a crew of 113, includ-
ing 14 offi cers. Stone was 
commissioned in March 2021.
 Carter will transition from 
his post as the chief of Coast 
Guard enlisted personnel at 
Coast Guard headquarters in 
Washington, D.C.

 Stone will mark Car-
ter’s fourth assignment as 
commanding offi cer of a 
Coast Guard cutter. From 
2006-2007, he commanded 
USCGC Aquidneck in the 
Arabian Gulf war zone. He 
subsequently commanded the 
cutters Pea Island and Legare.
 From 2008-2010, he 
served in the President’s 
Emergency Operations Center 

in the White House, the fi rst 
Coast Guardsman ever to hold 
that position.
 Carter attended Stuchbery 
Elementary, Thompson In-

termediate and Dobie High 
School, where he excelled in 
baseball and football, earning 
fi ve varsity letters and numer-
ous honors.

 He played baseball at Sam 
Houston State, graduating with 
a degree in criminal justice in 
1999. He was accepted into 
Offi cer Candidate School at 

the Coast Guard Academy and 
was commissioned in 2000.
 He subsequently earned 
master’s degrees from the 
U.S. Naval War College and 

the Marine Corps University.
 Carter and wife Amy make 
their home in Stafford, Va. 
They have three children: col-
lege students Alison and Kate-

lynn; and Matthew, a high 
school sophomore.
 Carter is the son of former 
Sagemont residents Al and 
Mary Carter.

Pasadena ISD chess tournament winners announced
 The following are the winners of the Pasadena ISD chess tournament held at J. Frank Do-
bie High School on Saturday, May 20.
 The event is under the direction of James Early.

Continued from Page 1
 Led by Houston Area 
Urban League Senior 
Vice President Eric Good-
ie, the Small Business 
University workshop focused 
on providing small businesses 
with the tools and resources 
needed to grow and thrive in 
the district. 
 Led by Eldridge Peugh 
from the city’s Department 
of Neighborhoods, the Com-
plete Communities University 

workshop focused on compre-
hensive strategies to improve 
the district’s neighborhoods 
and grow the next generation 
of civic club leaders.
 Lunch provided an oppor-
tunity for networking, accord-
ing to James.
 “The networking lunch fea-
tured round-table discussions 
and was a dynamic platform 
for sharing insights and ideas,” 
said James. “Facilitators en-
sured that everyone had the 

opportunity to contribute, fos-
tering a rich, diverse dialogue 
that refl ected the multiplicity 
of experiences within District 
D.”
 The second half of the sym-
posium included multiple pan-
el discussions from business 
and community leaders.
 Beverly Hills Civic Club 
President Angel Davila attend-
ed the symposium and said he 
left inspired.
 “(Home) appraisals are 

up, and I’m concerned about 
keeping up the quality neigh-
borhood,” said Davila. “I don’t 
mind paying more taxes, but 
people should do their part in 
keeping up the community. 
This is our home.”
 Inspired by the recent South 
Belt Clean-up hosted by the 
Sagemont Civic Club, Davila 
said he is hopeful the Beverly 
Hills Civic Club can organize 
something similar in the future.
 Davila encourages South 

Belt residents to report any lo-
cal METRO bus stops in need 
of repair/improvements to the 
city’s 311 helpline, as there is 
reportedly more than $100,000 
in the city’s coffers to address 
such issues, according to one 
of the symposium’s panelist.
 Davila further said that city 
offi cials seemed receptive to 
helping clear waste from local 
homeless encampments.
 James is hopeful the sym-
posium provided a founda-

tion for problem solving and 
growth in the district moving 
forward.
 “The symposium provid-
ed a platform for collabora-
tion, knowledge sharing and 
empowerment,” said James. 
“Attendees left with valuable 
insights, actionable strategies 
and a renewed community 
spirit. This event has laid a 
strong foundation for contin-
ued growth and progress in 
District D.”

District D hosts symposium; attended by club president Angel Davila
Coast Guard Capt. Jonathan Carter

 1 Leonel Cuellar Laura Bush El. 3

 2 Luke Nguyen Frazier El. 3

 3 Isaac Pargas Golden Acres El. 3

 4 Nathan Rivera Frazier El. 3
 5 Juan Mondragon Genoa El. 3
 6 Jackson Idom Jensen El.  3
 7 Drayen Copeland Frazier El. 3
 8 Alana Rivas-Lopez Meador El. 3

 1 Jonathan Pelico Genoa El. 4
 2 Justin Jimenez Genoa El. 4
 3 Alexis Vega Genoa El. 4
 4 Leyi Zhou Fairmont El. 4
 5 Samuel Nfor Meador El. 4
 6 Conner Barker Laura Bush El.  4
 7 Milo Galvan Genoa El. 4
 8 Porter Bhuyan Laura Bush El. 4

 1 Santiago Borrego Deepwater El. 5
 2 Tyler Nguyen Alexander MS 5
 3 Latif Garcia Bernal Deepwater El. 5
 4 Suri Nguyen Melillo MS 5
 5 Fernando Montes Deepwater El. 5
 6 Carlos Martinez Fred Roberts MS 5
 7 Jasper Dengel Sablatura MS 5
 8 Stephen Robin Sablatura MS 5

 1 Nathaniel Gansit Melillo MS 6
 2 Simon Nguyen Melillo MS 6
 3 Abhinau Nair Sablatura MS 6
 4 Joshua Bui Lomax MS 6
 5 Alex Buntaer Melillo MS 6
 6 Ivan Diaz Schneider MS 6
 7 Nathan Campos Lomax MS 6
 

8
 Alexander Maravella

     Cabrera Melillo MS 6

 1 Carlos Albarran Beverly Hills Int. 8
 2 Roger Cui Pearland Jr.  7
      High West
 3 Alexander Healy Pearland Jr. 8
      High West

 4 John Davy Coram Deo 8
      Academy
 5 Juan Martinez Beverly Hills 8

 6 Matthew Huynh Pearland Jr. 8
      High West
 7 Michael Schmidt Pearland Jr. 8
      High West
 8 Klevis Matoshi Kranz Jr. High 7

 1 Jacob Iraheta Pasadena  10
      Memorial
 2 Parker Jia Clear Springs 12
 3 Brenden Rehbein Deer Park 12
 4 Hussai Arias Dobie 9 9
 5 Dylan Campos Dobie 12
 6 Tristan Fuentes Dobie 12
 7 Brandon Lozano Raul Yzaguirre 9
 8 Jonathan Galvan Tegeler 12

Grade 3

Division  Place Name   Campus    Grade

 Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

Intermediate

High 
School

To report kids or pets 
in hot cars, CALL 911

Do not leave kids or pets in a 

ALWAYS
• Park safely
• Look in your back seat
• Lock up

CLOSED 
VEHICLE
for any amount of time! Cars can 
become an oven in just 10 minutes.
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Remember When

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

45 years ago (1978)
 David Koetter chalked 
up win No. 1 for the Do-
bie-South Houston American 
Legion Post #290 team by 
pitching a no-hitter against 
Deer Park.
 St. Luke’s Catholic Church 
was the target of vandalism 
while under construction.

40 years ago (1983)
 Carl Judd and Ronald 
Monell were charged with 
felony possession of mari-
juana after police seized 37 
pounds of marijuana from 
Judd’s home.

35 years ago (1988)
 Thompson Intermediate 
teacher Larry Spasic was 
named the Outstanding Texas 
History Teacher in the state 
by the Daughters of the Re-
public of Texas.
 The Silver Spectacular 
was held as a tribute to the 
community’s fi rst 25 years of 
existence.

30 years ago (1993)
 Houston police had a 
warrant out for the arrest of 
a 17-year-old male for the 
murder of Luis Morales, 18. 
Police were searching for 
Catarino Villareal, who fl ed 
after the questioning of sev-
eral of his companions in the 
two Camaros involved the 
night of the murder. Sever-
al people had called in with 
leads after reading about the 
murder in the South Belt-El-
lington Leader. After a verbal 
altercation, a beer bottle was 
hurled at one of the Camaros, 
prompting the suspect to fi re 
a gun at the pickup, killing 
Morales, who was riding in 
the back with two others.
 Kirkmont resident Vir-
ginia Campbell Scott’s fi rst 
book, “The Dream Horse,” 
was released by Harper Pa-
perbacks. The teen romance 
became available locally at 
Paper-back Trader. Although 
“The Dream Horse” was her 
fi rst book, she previously had 
four short stories published 
in “Highlights for Children” 
and another in “Cricket.” 
Scott is a nurse and the sister 
of the two doctors at Camp-
bell Family Practice.

25 years ago (1998)
 Dobie softball player Car-
mela Ortiz signed a schol-
arship to play at Louisiana 
Tech.
 San Jacinto College South 
students Teresann Kirk and 
Gina Posso were the fi rst re-
cipients of scholarships fund-
ed by the San Jacinto College 

Foundation for health scienc-
es majors.

20 years ago (2003)
 Jerry Speer was elected 
Pasadena Independent School 
District board president.
 Houston Fire Chief and 
1977 Dobie High School 
graduate Chris Connealy was 
named 2003 Texas Fire Chief 
of the Year by the Texas Fire 
Chiefs Association.

15 years ago (2008)
   A Harris County Precinct 
2 deputy constable was 
forced to discharge his fire-
arm as he attempted to appre-
hend an individual suspected 
of robbing someone at gun-
point the previous day. A 
deputy spotted the vehicle 
that had been taken during 
the robbery, and the driver 
led the deputy on a high-
speed chase. The vehicle pur-
suit ended when the driver, 
Arrington Floyd Burley, 21, 
lost control of the vehicle and 
crashed into a ditch. The dep-
uty attempted to apprehend 
Burley peacefully, but his 
verbal commands were 
ignored. As the suspect 
climbed out of his vehicle 
with a pistol in his hand, the 

deputy fired a single shot, but 
missed the suspect who was 
found shortly thereafter and 
charged.
 In other crime news, a 
man was charged with mur-
der in a shooting at a 
Broadway apartment com-
plex, following a carjacking 
near Almeda Mall, where a 
second victim was wounded. 
Justin Patrick Nichols, 20, 
was accused of killing John 
Huey Edmonds, 25, in the 
8400 block of Broadway. 
Police officials said at the 
time of the alleged murder, 
Nichols was driving a red 
Pontiac Grand Am that was 
stolen from April Jean Dukes 
earlier that morning during a 
carjacking in the 10100 block 
of Almeda Genoa. Dukes suf-
fered a single gunshot wound 
to the pelvis. She was taken 
to Memorial Hermann 
Hospital, where she was 
treated and released. In addi-
tion to the murder charge for 
Edmonds, Nichols was 
charged with aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon 
for the Dukes shooting.

10 years ago (2013)
 Longtime South Belt res-

ident Robert Bebee was one 
of four Houston fi refi ghters 
to die Friday, May 31, while 
battling a fi ve-alarm fi re in 
a motel near the Southwest 
Freeway at Hillcroft. The 
blaze, which injured 14 more, 
marked the deadliest day in 
the 118-year history of the 
Houston Fire Department, of-
fi cials said.
 According to offi cials, the 
fi re started around noon in 
an adjacent restaurant, then 
quickly spread to the South-
west Inn in the 6800 block 
of the Southwest Freeway. 
The four were killed when 
the motel’s roof collapsed. 
The fi refi ghters had entered 
the building under the false 
assumption there were civil-
ians trapped inside. It took 
more than 150 fi refi ghters 
roughly three hours to bring 
the fl ames under control. A 
1990 Dobie graduate, Bebee, 
41, dedicated his life to pub-
lic service, fi rst working as a 
deputy for the Harris County 
Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce, 
before making the switch to 
become an HFD fi refi ghter 
in August 2001. Bebee began 
his HFD career as a fi refi ght-

er/EMT but was promoted 
to engineer operator EMT 
in December 2007. At the 
time of his death, Bebee was 
studying to become a captain.
 The Rev. John Morgan, 
senior pastor at Sagemont 
Church, was honored at a cer-
emony Thursday, May 30, for 
being the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District’s 2013 
Distinguished Alumnus. A 
1959 Pasadena High School 
graduate, Morgan was rec-
ognized for transforming the 
once small Sagemont minis-
try into one of the largest in 
the state. Under Morgan’s di-
rection, the church’s congre-
gation has grown from a mere 
16 members to more than 
17,000. Morgan is married 
to the former Beth Ann Bar-
cello, a 1959 South Houston 
High School graduate and the 
school’s first homecoming 
queen. The couple have two 
sons, two daughters-in-law 
and three grandchildren.

5 years ago (2018)
Dobie High School’s se-

nior prom was forced to relo-
cate during the event Saturday, 
May 26, after a small mechan-
ical fi re caused a power out-

age at the function’s original 
location. Initially located at 
Galveston Island Convention 
Center at the San Luis Resort, 
the event was moved a few 
blocks away to a ballroom at 
the San Luis Resort, Spa and 
Conference Center following 
the incident, which took place 
shortly after the prom started 
at 7 p.m., knocking out the 
air conditioning, lighting and 
music. While a shuttle was 
provided to transport the at-
tendees, many of the approx-
imately 800 students opted to 
just walk to the new location. 
The second room was signifi -
cantly smaller in size than the 
fi rst one, but tables were re-
moved to accommodate more 
guests.
 Meador and Bush elemen-
tary schools were named to 
the 2017-2018 Educational 
Results Partnership Honor 
Roll for outstanding academ-
ic achievements and student 
success. The schools were 
among 729 public schools 
in Texas to receive the dis-
tinction, awarded annually to 
campuses that continuously 
demonstrate high levels of 
academic achievement, im-

provement in achievement 
levels over time and reduc-
tions in achievement gaps 
among student populations.

1 year ago (2022)
 Dobie High School named 
its 2022 Teacher of the Year 
and New Teacher of the Year. 
coach Shane Brown was 
named Teacher of the Year, 
while coach Hector Saldivar 
was named New Teacher of 
the Year. 
 Clear Brook High School 
was placed on lockdown 
Wednesday, May 25, after 
a scare involving a gun. Ac-
cording to Clear Creek ISD 
offi cials, the incident began 
when alert Brook students 
reported a social media post 
of a student holding a gun. 
While the photo was not tak-
en on school grounds, law 
enforcement offi cers still 
viewed the post as a possible 
threat and removed the stu-
dent in question from class 
to be searched. During the 
search, police discovered an 
unloaded gun and immedi-
ately placed the campus on 
lockdown. The lockdown was 
lifted once law enforcement 
deemed the campuses safe.

MATT CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Matt Griesmeyer celebrates a birthday 
June 4. Best wishes are sent to Matt from his 
former co-workers at the Leader.

HAVE A GREAT BIRTHDAY, BOBBY
 Bobby Griffin, co-founder of the South 
Belt-Ellington Leader, is wished a happy 
birthday on Sunday, June 5, from son, David 
Griffin and wife Angie; daughter Tracy Giles 
and husband Jim; grandchildren Robert and 
Kenneth Griffin and wife Lacie, Aaron Giles 
and wife Ashley, Cody Giles and wife Liz and 
Kristen Giles; great-grandchildren Jaxson, 
Jace and Braelyn Giles and Ellie Griffin; 
friends; and  co-workers at the Leader.

ENJOY YOUR DAY, LAURA
 Birthday greetings are sent to former 
Leader staffer Laura Aguilar on June 7 from 
her former co-workers.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
June 1 through June 7.

Atkinson Elementary
 Remember to wish Emy Lewis a happy 
birthday June 7. 

Bush Elementary
 Enjoy a slice of birthday cake with Suzanne 

day of celebration for Jose Lozano.
Dobie High

 The day for a double-layer birthday cake 
for Gerson Garcia and William Rampp is 
June 2. Sing a special birthday song June 3 to 
Robert Pheister. Remember to wish Gilbert 
Deleon a happy birthday June 4. Send a birth-
day greeting June 7 to Linu John.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, June 1, Shawn Mims, Carroll 
McCullough, Lauren Lozano, Telly Arnold, 
Joseph Niscavits and Karen Osborn; 
Friday, June 2: Elizabeth Paredes-Trevino, 
Linda Miller, Melissa Garza and Justin 
Hilliar; Saturday, June 3: Sasha Divine, 
Richard Lelsz, Elbert Giron Sr., Susan 
Arnold and Jennifer Medina; Monday, 
June 5: Zach Fisher, David Reyes, Minnie 
Gaeckler, Jessica Cordero and Merri 
Taylor; Tuesday, June 6: Amanda D’Orazio, 
Timothy Turbeville, Vicki Derobles, Tracy 
Harder and Jay Hyle; and Wednesday, June 
7: Damon Dixson, Nancy Carlton, Liza 
Vasquez Ybarra and Dee Foster.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south-
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s issue.

Anderson June 4. 
Burnett Elementary

 Blow out the birthday candles for Eric 
Snell who enjoys a birthday June 1.

Frazier Elementary
 Elsa Martinez celebrates a birthday June 7.

Meador Elementary
 Remember to wish Laura Alvarez a happy 
birthday June 6. 

Stuchbery Elementary
 The day for a celebration for Jose Wong is 
June 4.

Fred Roberts Middle School
 Esmeralda Mayorga enjoys a birthday 
June 6.

Melillo Middle School
 Blow out the birthday candles June 2 for 
Maria Eufracio. Send a birthday greeting 
June 4 to Lisa Hoffpauir. June 5 is the day to 
break out the balloons and birthday cake with 
ice cream for Gabriel Busch. 

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Give a birthday shoutout June 4 to 
Guadalupe Ayala.

Thompson Intermediate
 Aaron Feldman is wished a happy birth-
day June 5. Sing a happy birthday song to 
Jessica Krustchinsky June 6. June 7 is the 

More
discounts.
State Farm® offers more discounts to 
more drivers.
Get to a better State®.
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East • Houston, TX 77089

Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com

M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am

After Hours by Appointment

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1201159

 Parker Williams Library 
programming for June and 
July 2023 is listed below.
 Family story time is 
scheduled for Mondays at 
11:15 a.m., all ages are wel-
come to attend.
 Babies ‘n’ Books is set for  
Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m. and 
is recommended for ages 0-2 
years old.
 Camp Little Rock Stars 
will be held Wednesdays at 
11:15 a.m. and is recom-
mended for ages 3-5. This is 
a summer reading program 
story time.
 Toddler time is held 
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. and 
is recommended for ages 2-4.
 ESL Conversation Club 
is held every Thursday at 10 
a.m. for those who are learn-
ing English and want to prac-
tice, either with native speak-
ers or other students.
 Level one Vietnamese 
classes are set for Saturday, 
June 3, 17, 24. Those inter-
ested in learning to speak 
and read Vietnamese are en-
couraged to join Loc Bui for 
lessons. Classes are geared 
toward adults and kids aged 8 
years and older. Registration 
required. Level one for kids 
is from 10 to 11:15 a.m. and 
level one for adults is from 
11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
For more information about 
classes and to register, call or 
visit the library.
 Movies and coloring with 
Ariel Perez is scheduled for 
Monday June 5 and 26, at 3 
p.m. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to enjoy a kids 
movie and some coloring 
time in the big meeting room.
 Game nights will be held 
Monday June 5 at 5 p.m. for 
a fun evening of video, board 
and VR gaming.
 Viet Help Service is set for 
Tuesday, June 6, 13, 20 and  
27, at 10 a.m. Vietnamese 
speakers will assist attendees 
in fi lling out application forms 
regarding citizenship, Green 
card renewal; as well as tips 
for job applications. This is a 
free service. Call or visit the 
library to make appointments. 
 Basic computer classes 
are scheduled for June 6, 13, 
20 and at 11 a.m. These class-
es are for Vietnamese speak-
ers who want to enhance their 
computer skills for daily life. 
Registration is required.
 Dungeons and Dragons 
gameplay is set for Tuesday, 
June 6 and 20, at 3:30 p.m. 
D&D is a fantasy tabletop 
role-playing game where the 
players create characters and 
form an adventuring party 
who explore fantasy worlds 
together as they embark on 

epic quests and level up in 
experience. Those interested 
in playing are encouraged to 
join.
 Laser Cutter Orientation  is 
set for Wednesday, June 7 at 
6 p.m. in the Parker Williams 
Library Innovation Lab. This 
session will introduce par-
ticipants to the laser-cutting 
services offered at the library. 
Those who complete the ori-
entation will then be able to 
request supervised time to use 
a laser cutter at any HCPL 
branch that has one. Attend-
ing this orientation is manda-
tory before patrons can request 
time to use a laser cutter in the 
future. This event is open to all 
ages. Children ages 12 and un-
der must be accompanied by 
an adult guardian. Potential at-
tendees are required to sign up 
for a Beanstack account prior 
to orientation. Visit this link to 
do so, https://hcpl.beanstack.
com/reader365. 
 Laser Cutter demonstra-
tions are scheduled for Thurs-
day, June 8, at 4 p.m. Those 
who join will learn how to use 
the Dremel Digilab Laser Cut-
ter with E.
 A weekly LEGO chal-
lenge, Camp Lego, will take 
place Friday, June 9, 16, 23, 
and 30 at 3:30 p.m. Intended 
for ages 6 to 11 years old.
 The summer reading pro-
gram kickoff is Saturday, June 
10 from 10 to 11 a.m. Those 
who participate will have the 
opportunity to learn, explore 
and earn badges at the library 
during the kickoff for the sum-
mer reading program Camp 
Kindness. There will be SRP 
sign-ups, games, a camp photo 
booth, smores by the “camp-
fi re,” potted plants, butterfl y 
tie die, a storytime, friendship 
bracelets and more. 
 Saturday, June 10 at 2 p.m. 
is Young at Heart Book Club.
Join the library for a discussion 
of a YA novel Ace of Spades 
by Faridah Àbíké-Íyímídé.
 Monday, June 12 at noon is 
Adult Computer Class: Canva
Join the library for a crash 
course in how to get the most 
out of Canva.
 Tuesday, June 13, at 3:30 
p.m. is Magic: The Gathering
Magic: The Gathering is a du-
eling card game from Wizards 
of the Coast. It incorporates 
strategy, mythical lore and 
competitive-community play. 
Join the library as it brings out 
a stash of thousands of cards 
or bring one’s own decks for 
some friendly competition.
 Wednesday, June 14, at 10 
a.m. is Canva Design Time 
with Perez.
 Need help starting or con-
tinuing a personal project or 

design on Canva? This is a free 
fl ow class to come and work 
on a project in Canva while 
Perez helps out with trouble-
shooting. All one needs is a 
free Canva account. Get one 
at www.Can va.com. This is 
an intermediate/advance class 
and requires participant to 
have some computer knowl-
edge.
 Wednesday, June 14, at 11 
a.m. is Tech Time. Need help 
installing an update? Format-
ting a document? Or even just 
setting up an email? Stop by 
for one-on-one technology 
help.
 Wednesday, June 14, at 5 
p.m.  is 3D Printer Orientation 
at the Parker Williams Library 
Innovation Lab for the 3D 
Printer Orientation! This ori-
entation session will introduce 
participants to 3D printing 
services offered at the library. 
Those who complete the ori-
entation will be able to request 
supervised time to use a 3D 
printer at any HCPL branch 
that has one. Attending this 
orientation is mandatory be-
fore patrons can request time 
to use a 3D printer in the fu-
ture. 
 This event is open to all 
ages. Children ages 12 and un-
der must be accompanied by 
an adult guardian.
 If one does not already 
have a Beanstack account, sign 
up for Beanstack prior to ori-
entation. One can sign up for 
a Beanstack account at https://
hcpl.beanstack.com/read
er365.
 Thursday, June 15, at 3 
p.m, is Community Craft- Fa-
ther’s Day craft: rock painting.
 Join the library with a craft 
of all ages. This project can 
be designed by kids or adults 
to make a rock paper desk 
holder, a gift for dads, uncles 
or grandpas. All materials are 
provided.
 Thursday, June 15, at 4 
p.m. is a 3d printer demo. 
Learn how to use the Ultimak-
er 3 3D Printer. 
 On Tuesday, June 20, at 
2 p.m. is Imagineers in Gear 
(IIG) Grade(s) K-2nd. Partic-
ipants will learn engineering 
key concepts and fundamentals 
building with LEGO elements 
from the creative tool kit. Stu-
dents will be challenged to use 
pieces to create a structure or 
setting using LEGO elements. 
Students will engage with 
hands-on experience including 
fun and challenging activities. 
Students will learn to identify 
build pieces and their function 
required to build structures 
and or settings. This program 
offers STEM-STEAM curric-
ulum as well diversity, self-es-

teem, social competency, col-
laboration and more. Concepts 
and core values are taught to 
prepare students for life chal-
lenges.
 On Tuesday, June 20, at 2 
p.m.,  is Battle Bots (Engineer-
ing & Robotics) for grades  
third-sixth. Campers will fol-
low design instructions and 
build a bot to compete with 
their teammates. Campers will 
participate in challenging com-
petitions with their teammates 
to test their robot’s structural 
integrity and maneuverability. 
Campers will be asked to think 
outside the BOT – How can I 
make the Bot go faster? How 
can I make it more powerful? 
These are questions the camp-
ers will face during their chal-
lenging competitions. Camp-
ers will use LEGO Technic 
pieces that come together to 
create movable, steerable, con-
trolled robots.
 On Wednesday, June 21 at 
10 a.m. is Canva Design Time 
with Perez. Need help starting 
or continuing a personal proj-
ect or design on Canva? This 
is a free fl ow class for partic-
ipants to work on projects in 
Canva while Perez helps with 
troubleshooting. All one needs 
is a free Canva account. Get 
one at www.Canva.com. This 
is an intermediate/advance 
class and requires some com-
puter knowledge.
 Wednesday, June 21, at 6 
p.m. is Cricut Orientation. 
Join us at the Parker Williams 
Library Innovation Lab for our 
Cricut Orientation.
 This orientation session 
will introduce participants to 
the Cricut services offered at 
the library. Those who com-
plete the orientation will be 
able to request supervised time 
to use a Cricut at any HCPL 
branch that has one. Attend-
ing this orientation is manda-
tory before patrons can request 
time to use a Cricut in the fu-
ture.
 This event is open to all 
ages. Children ages 12 and un-
der must be accompanied by 
an adult guardian.
 For those who do not have 
a Beanstack account, sign up 
for Beanstack prior to orienta-
tion at https://hcpl.beanstack.
com/reader365
 On Thursday, June 22, at 
4 p.m. is Cricut Demo where 
one can learn how to use the 
Cricut with E.
 Monday, June 26, at 6 p.m. 
is Readers Rendezvous Book 
Club which includes a dis-
cussion of Disorientation by 
Elaine Hsieh Chou.
 Tuesday, June 27 at 3:30 
p.m. is Magic: The Gathering
Magic: The Gathering is a du-

Cisneros fi nishes year with awards

Longtime South Belt residents, Lupe and Vivian Cisneros, send congratulations to 
their granddaughter, Isabella Cisneros for the many awards she received at school 
on Monday, May 22. Isabella, who is 11 years old and a sixth-grader at Morris Mid-
dle School received the following awards: Outstanding choir student, a merit award, 
Student of the Year and the President’s Education Award for outstanding academic 
excellence. Isabella will attend Beverly Hills Intermediate in the fall. 

eling card game. Incorporat-
ing strategy, mythical lore and 
competitive-community play. 
Join the library as the staff 
brings out the stash of thou-
sands of cards or bring one’s 
own for a friendly competi-
tion.

 Wednesday, June 28, at 10 
a.m. is Canva Design Time 
with Perez. Need help starting 
or continuing a personal proj-
ect or design on Canva? This 
is a free fl ow class for one  to 
come and work on a project in 
Canva while Perez helps out 

Parker Williams Library announces June activities for area adults, children

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Bay Area Jewelers
WE BUY GOLD!

Jewelry & Watch repair on site
19054 Gulf Fwy. 281-488-8067
Located outside Baybrook Mall across from Forever 21

with troubleshooting. All one 
needs is a free Canva account. 
Get one at www.Can va.com 
This is an intermediate/ad-
vance class and requires  some 
computer knowledge.
 Wednesday, June 28, all 
day is Stuffy Sleepover Camp. 

Leave one’s stuffed animal 
overnight at the library for the 
sleepover of their lifetime!
 Wednesday, June 28 at 6 
p.m. is Code Night with E.
 Let’s practice with Python. 
Python is commonly used for 
developing websites and soft-
ware, task automation, data 
analysis and data visualiza-

tion. Since it’s relatively easy 
to learn, Python has been ad-
opted by nonprogrammers like 
accountants and scientists, for 
a variety of tasks, like organiz-
ing fi nances. This class, will 
use the online course offered 
by Codecademy for online 
compiling of code and struc-
tured learning.

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. For information, visit https://houstonli
brary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-
393-2580.  Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon 
– 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Closed Sundays.
 Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11 a.m. Outdoors storytime for all ages. Plan to enjoy a good story at Brace-
well in the fresh outdoors, weather permitting.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events for more library events.  

Parker Williams Library
 Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Visit the website at https://www.
hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or call 832-927-7870.
 The book drop is open. No late fees will be charged during the library closure. Social media 
links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are: Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Closed Sundays. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

NASA Aglow announces June schedule
 NASA Aglow’s monthly prayer meeting is set for Thursday, June 1, at 10 a.m. at Praise 
Chapel, 18516 Hwy. 3. The second  meeting will be Thursday, June 8, at 10 a.m. at the same 
location. Bishop Gerdi Di Somma, senior pastor, Carmel Church Houston in Needville, and 
also the Apostolic oversight for Carmel Bristol, will be ministering at the meeting on June 8. 

Quilt Guild sets June meeting
 The Bay Area Quilt Guild will hold its June meeting on Tuesday, June 2, at Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale at 7 p.m. Visitors may attend two meetings free, but  annu-
al dues are $25. The Guild expresses thanks for all those who attended the “Memories made 
With Love” quilt show, as it was a great success.
 For the regular meeting on June 6, Glenda Wilder will be speaking on “Traditional, Mod-
ern and Everything Between.”  She will have a workshop on June 7 making a boomerang 
quilt.  This quilt involves advanced chain piecing, layout and assembly using techniques that 
are easy to use.  The Bay Area Quilt Guild supports charities by making quilts for The Bridge, 
Jane Around the World, Hermann Memorial NICU and the Alvin Team Challenge for Women. 
Service Project Days are twice a month; for questions, contact Carol Garcia at galaxy3318@
aol.com or visit website at bayareaquiltguild.org.



Thursday, June 1, 2023, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Page 5

SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 6/21/23.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate Houston
Summer School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up)

Evening Karate Classes

Self Defense Classes

USA Karate Pearland
Summer School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up)

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Evening Karate and Self 
Defense Classes

ENROLL
TODAY

For More Info Check 
Out Our Website
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JFD’s Torres earns Futures invite
Dobie sophomore right-handed pitcher Cruz Torres, named the District 22-
6A Newcomer of the Year after leading the Longhorns to the league champi-
onship, has been invited to take part in the Greater Houston Area Baseball 
Coaches Association’s Futures Game and Home Run Derby June 6 at Con-
stellation Field in Sugar Land. See the 22-6A All-District baseball selections 
on Page 6. Undefeated at 11-0 until the area round, Torres was 6-0 in 22-6A 
play with a 0.80 earned run average.                            Photos by Donna Alsdorf

Football camp at Dobie
 Dobie High School 
graduate and collegiate 
football player Jeremy 
Davis is set to host his an-
nual youth football camp 
June 3 at the Dobie High 
School main campus.
 Youths ages 6 to 12 may 
attend the camp from noon 
to 2 p.m., while those ages 
13 to 17 may attend from 

2 to 4 p.m. Registration is 
$20 for all participants.
 Davis played for the 
Southbelt Dolphins as a 
youth player and went on 
to enjoy a successful play-
ing career at Dobie and 
then collegiately at Lamar. 
To register, visit www.jer 
emynitrovolt.wixsite.com/
footballcamp.

 The South Belt Youth 
Soccer Club is planning 
to host a summer soccer 
camp for boys and girls 
who were born from 2013 
to 2017. 
 The camp will be held 
at El Franco Lee Park 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
during June, starting at 6 

p.m. The sign-up fee for 
the camp is $70 per partic-
ipant, and additional de-
tails will soon be available 
at www.southbeltsoccer.
org.
 To secure a spot, direct 
email to league president 
Alex Dokhani at adokha 
ni@aol.com.

South Belt soccer plans 
youth camp during June

Area players see NCAA baseball seasons close out

Texas A&M University freshman sprinter Cam-
ryn Dickson will return to familiar territory as she 
and several of her Aggie teammates have qualified 
for the NCAA Division I Track and Field Champi-
onships June 7-10 in Austin at Mike A. Myers Sta-
dium on the University of Texas campus. Dickson, 
a Class of 2022 Clear Brook High School graduate 
and three-time state qualifier with the Wolverines, 
has put together a dazzling freshman season at 

Texas A&M and will look to finish strong at nationals. Dickson will run the 
second leg of the 4x100 relay as she and teammates Jania Martin, Leeah Burr 
and Semira Killabrew boast an NCAA West First Round top time of 43.35 sec-
onds in the event heading to Austin. Also at the May 24-27 West First Round 
at Sacramento State University, Dickson delivered A&M’s ninth-best all-time 
clocking of 11.17 in the women’s 100 to reach nationals. She also grabbed the 
last nonautomatic qualifying spot at 22.88 in the 200. In all, Texas A&M will 
send 15 men and 13 women to the national championships in Austin. 

Texas A&M athletics photos

TAMU’s Dickson reached NCAA track nationals

Marcus Gaitan

Gaitan fifth in Alabama
Lutheran South Acad-

emy senior-to-be Marcus 
Gaitan continued his stel-
lar performances on the 
summer track and field 
circuit, placing fifth in the 

800 at the Running Lane 
Track Nationals May  27 
in Huntsville, Ala. 
 Gaitan, the Texas Asso-
ciation of Private and Pa-
rochial Schools 5A state 
champion in the event this 
season, posted a time of 1 
minute, 51.26 as he was 
one of six runners to better 
the previous meet record 
in the event.
 Gaitan’s brother, Mat-
thew Gaitan, was seventh 
in his 800 heat at 1:55.03.

 Dobie’s Torres is 22-6A Coach of the Year; Torres top newcomer

Dobie varsity baseball head coach Miguel Torres, who guided the Longhorns 
to their first league championship in 14 seasons, was named the District 22-
6A Coach of the Year following the 2023 season. Under Torres’ leadership, 
the Longhorns won 23 overall games, including 11 straight victories to clinch 
the league crown. He then led the Longhorns to a bidistrict playoff series 
victory over Beaumont West Brook. Senior outfielder Daniel Delgado, soph-
omore catcher Omar Serna and sophomore left-handed pitcher Aiden San-
chez were all unanimously chosen to the 22-6A All-District first-team by the 
league’s head coaches following the season.

Clear Brook baseball standouts
earn 24-6A all-district accolades
 District 24-6A three-
way varsity baseball 
champion Clear Brook 
had starting pitcher San-
tiago Lejia unanimously 
chosen to the all-district 
first team, while Francis-
co Lejia was also named 
a first-team outfielder fol-
lowing the season.
 The Leijas led the way 
for Clear Brook this sea-
son as the Wolverines 
won five of their final six 
district games to force a 
three-way tie at 8-4 with 
Clear Falls and Clear 
Springs for the 24-6A ti-
tle. 
 The Wolverines repre-
sented 24-6A as the No. 
2 playoff seed and ulti-

mately lost in the bidistrict 
playoff round to Strake Je-
suit.
 Clear Brook second 
baseman Ismail Hatamleh 
was a 24-6A all-district 
second-team selection, 
as was catcher Trenton 
Flores, third baseman Lo-
gan Sariga and outfielder 
Trey Broussard.
 Outfielder Jaylen Price 

and pitcher Tyler Gaudet 
of Clear Brook earned 
all-district honorable men-
tion accolades.
 Zachary Tuxtorn of 
Clear Lake was named 
the Most Valuable Player 
of the 24-6A ranks, and 
the league’s Newcomer of 
the Year was Clear Falls 
pitcher David Ramirez, a 
sophomore.

CB girls’ hoops
set to host camp
 Clear Brook varsi-
ty girls’ basketball head 
coach Mileka Loydrake 
and her staff will host the 
Lady Wolverines’ Summer 
Youth Camp at the high 
school June 5-8, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Participants will pay 
$100 each, with incoming 
third- through sixth-grade 
students as of the 2023-
2024 in the Elementary 
group. 
 Incoming seventh- 
through ninth-grade stu-
dents will also work out 
together in the Elite camp. 
Families may pay via Ven-
mo at CbhsGbb or via 
CashApp at CbhsGbb-
Camp.
 Participants should 
wear a T-shirt, shorts and 
tennis shoes to the camp 
and bring a personal water 
bottle. Basketballs will be 
provided.
 The camp will include 
training in all phases of 
the game, including shoot-
ing, dribbling, passing, 
rebounding, 3-on-3 and 
5-on-5 play. Loydrake’s 
camp staff will include 
current college players.

 A handful of Dobie 
High School graduates 
have seen their 2023 col-
legiate seasons come to a 
close following confer-
ence tournament play.
 At the University of 
Texas at San Antonio, a 
once-promising season 
ended for the Roadrunners 
in the Conference USA 
Tournament as the Road-
runners finished at 38-19 
overall.
 Dobie graduate Daniel 

Garza was solid for UTSA 
this season, going 5-1 in 
19 appearances for UTSA 
to round out his junior sea-
son.

TSU ends season
 Three Dobie graduates 
saw their 2023 collegiate 
seasons end as Texas 
Southern University was 
eliminated in the SWAC 
tournament by Prairie 
View.
 Dobie Class of 2020 
graduate Domenic Marti-

nez tied for the team lead 
at TSU in pitching victo-
ries as he was 6-3 overall 
with a 3.81 earned run 
average. He fanned 65 hit-
ters over 59 innings and 
allowed a .227 batting av-
erage against him during 
his junior season.
 Jeffry Mercado, a Class 
of 2019 Dobie graduate, 
was a regular starter for 
the Tigers, seeing time in  
40 overall games with 32 
starts.

 Hitting .275, Mercado 
scored 21 runs and drove 
in 21 runs for the Tigers, 
who finished 31-22 over-
all. Justin Blogg, also a 
Dobie graduate, hit .310 in 
limited action as he logged 
29 at-bats.
 The Oklahoma Sooners 
are headed to the Char-
lottesville Regional be-
ginning June 2 as Clear 
Brook graduate Aaron 
Calhoun is on the roster, 
having pitched in 13 over-

all games. The University 
of Texas is off to the Coral 
Gables Regional in Mi-
ami with Lutheran South 
Academy’s Luke Harrison 
on the roster, and former 

San Jacinto College left-
hander Hunter Hollan is 
8-2 with a 4.06 earned run 
average at Arkansas as the 
Razorbacks host the Fay-
etteville Regional.
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District 22-6A Varsity Baseball
 All-District Award Winners

Most Valuable Player
Brayden Gilley, Deer Park, Sr.

Newcomer of the Year
Cruz Torres, Dobie, Soph.

Utility Player of the Year
Reed Mallett, Deer Park, Jr.

Coach of the Year
Miguel Torres, Dobie

First-Team Honorees
DH – Jose Andrades, Channelview, Soph.

P – Aiden Sanchez, Dobie, Soph. (Unanimous)

P – Joey Garcia, South Houston, Soph.

P – Damian Torres, Memorial, Fr.

P – Christian Valdez, Channelview, Jr.

P – Bennett Springer, Deer Park, Jr.

C – Omar Serna, Dobie, Soph. (Unanimous)

1B – Angel Hinojosa, Memorial, Sr.

2B – Abraham Serna, Pasadena, Sr. (Unanimous)

3B – Caleb Atafua, Channelview, Jr.

SS – Diego Martinez, Channelview, Soph.

OF – Daniel Delgado, Dobie, Sr. (Unanimous)

OF – Cruz Hernandez, Rayburn, Sr.

OF – Erik Aguirre, Deer Park, Sr.

OF – Dylan Marbury, Deer Park, Jr.

Second-Team Honorees
DH – Ian Johnson, Dobie, Sr.

P – Aiden Carranza, Memorial, Fr.

P – Joseph Duron, Rayburn, Sr.

P – Jose Silva, Channelview, Soph.

P – Hayden Stallings, Memorial, Sr.

C – Matthew Martinez, Channelview, Sr.

1B – Tristian Patterson, Deer Park, Jr.

2B – Doroteo Ruiz, Channelview, Soph.

3B – Matthew Torres, Dobie, Sr.

SS – Junior Orozco, Dobie, Jr.

OF – Victor Lopez, South Houston, Sr.

OF – Liam Vasquez, Dobie, Jr.

OF – Juelz Martinez, Dobie, Soph.

Honorable Mention - Dobie
1B – Antonio Hernandez, Jr.

2B – Eduardo Lorea, Jr.

Dobie sophomore left-hander Aiden Sanchez excelled as the Longhorns’ prima-
ry Tuesday starting pitcher as he was a unanimous 22-6A All-District fi rst-team-
er while helping his team to the league championship. He went 5-2 with a 1.81 
earned run average, striking out 23 over 58 innings during the season.

Already a veteran in the District 22-6A varsity baseball ranks and one of the 
nation’s most talked about sophomores, Dobie catcher Omar Serna was stellar 
in 2023 as a unanimous fi rst-team catcher, hitting .385 this season with 30 runs 
scored and 30 runs batted in to go with four homers and 10 doubles.

League champion Dobie earns 22-6A All-District baseball honors 

Dobie senior Ian Johnson (13) was honored as the 
22-6A second team selection at designated hitter as 
his fi nal season saw Johnson hit .385 with 16 runs 
scored and another 16 runs driven in. Johnson also  
smacked three doubles and a triple.

Daniel Delgado of Dobie delivered a star-studded se-
nior season for the Longhorns, earning unanimous 
fi rst-team All-District honors after hitting .440 with 
35 runs scored and 19 runs batted in. He also stole 
17 bases.

Dobie senior Matthew Torres was a two-way stand-
out with the Longhorns in his fi nal season as he was 
a 22-6A second-team selection. The third baseman 
hit .286 with 12 runs scored and 11 runs driven in. 
On the mound, he was 2-1 with a save in relief.

Junior Orozco (7) starred at shortstop for the Dis-
trict 22-6A champion Longhorns en route to an 
All-District second-team recognition. At the plate, 
the junior hit .308 with 19 runs scored, 17 runs driv-
en in and 16 stolen bases.

Dobie junior outfi elder Liam Vasquez was another 
standout for a Longhorn varsity baseball team that 
won 11 straight league games on the way to fi rst 
place. A second-team All-District pick, Vasquez hit 
.484 with 14 runs batted in.

Juelz Martinez (31) of Dobie had a terrifi c second 
varsity season with the Longhorns in 2023 as he was 
a 22-6A second-team selection. In playing a part in 
the team’s fi rst-place fi nish, Martinez hit .280 with 
23 runs scored and 17 runs batted in.

 Things truly came to-
gether for the Dobie var-
sity baseball team as the 
Longhorns won the dis-
trict championship for the 
fi rst time in four years, 
claimed a bidistrict play-
off round series win and 
put together 23 overall 
wins.
 As disappointing as an 
extra-inning loss to Deer 
Park in the 22-6A opening 
game had to be, the team’s 
subsequent 11 consecutive 
victories were that much 
more satisfying.
 All things considered, 
it was only fair that the 
Longhorns ultimately 
earned their just due amid 
the 22-6A All-District 
postseason honors, with 
sophomore right-hander 
Cruz Torres’ star shining 
brightest.
 Simply put, Torres was 
one of the state’s top per-
formers in 2023, going 
11-1 overall with a 1.11 
earned run average over 
56 2/3 innings, punching 
out 58 hitters and deliver-
ing a 0.980 WHIP.
 For his efforts, Torres 
earned 22-6A Newcomer 

of the Year honors in the 
22-6A ranks as he won 
each of his six starts in 
league play, allowing less 
than one earned run per 
outing.
 Torres, who has been 
invited to pitch in the 
Greater Houston Baseball 
Coaches Association’s Fu-
tures Game June 6 at Con-
stellation Field in Sugar 
Land (see additional in-
formation on Page 5), was 
not alone in the pitching 
department for the Long-
horns in 2023.
 Sophomore left-hander 
Aiden Sanchez typical-
ly pitched the Tuesday 
games for Dobie during 
league play and was solid 
in his own right. 
 The 22-6A unanimous 
fi rst-team selection was 
5-2 in his district starts, 
pitching to a 1.81 earned 
run average over 58 in-
nings.
 A third sophomore, star 
catcher Omar Serna, was 
also unanimously cho-
sen for all-district fi rst- 
team status by each of the 
league’s coaches. Serna, 
an early Louisiana State 

University verbal commit, 
hit .385 with 30 runs bat-
ted in and 30 runs scored. 
 Even as some teams 
pitched Serna carefully, 
the two-year varsity start-
er had 10 doubles and four 
home runs in 2023 as he 
fortifi ed the middle of the 
Longhorns’ lineup.
 While the three soph-
omores certainly played 
key roles for the Dobie 
district championship 
squad, senior Daniel Del-
gado was another force, 
hitting .440 this season 
with 19 runs batted in and 
35 runs scored. 
 Delgado, who has 
signed to play collegiately 
at St. Thomas University 
in Houston, also swiped 
17 bases as he was a 22-
6A unanimous fi rst team 
selection.
 As for Dobie’s Miguel 
Torres, he was the de-
served honoree for Coach 
of the Year in 22-6A as the 
11 straight wins in league 
play allowed the Long-
horns to hoist their fi rst 
district title in 14 seasons.
 Overall, the Longhorns 
were 23-8-2.



       SERVICE

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

A/C & Appliance Repair
• Former Sear’s Technician
• Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

HELP
WANTED

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

CHILD CARE
LOOKING FOR CHILD 
CARE on Saturdays. 
Work from 7:30 a.m. - 
6:30 p.m. Take care of 
four children under 5 
years of age. Light 
housekeeping and meal 
preparation. Must pass 
background check. Non-
smoker, must be orga-
nized and energetic. If 
interested, send resume 
to email: fcruz55@com
cast.net, text: 832-877-
1699 or fax: 713-740-
9911. 6-8 

MISCELLANEOUS
CLOSING BUSINESS 
FOR SALE. 16 ft. x 8 ft. 
tandom axle utility trailer. 
In good condition with 
tires in good condition. 
$2,800. Call Harold at 
713-643-9900. 6-1
CLOSING BUSINESS. 
FOR SALE. Two enclosed 
metal shelving units. 36” 
x 24” x 96” with six 
shelves. Good condition. 
$85 each. Call Harold at 
713-643-9900 6-1
CLOSING BUSINESS. 
FOR SALE. Two exten-
sion ladders, one is a 
20-ft, and the other is a 
24-ft. Both in good condi-
tion. $75 and $100. Call 
Harold at 713-643-9900  
 6-1

SERVICE
TREE SERVICE. 
Removal, trimming, top-
ping and pruning (includ-
ing palm trees). Free esti-
mates. Call Ruben 832-
406-0183.  6-8

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPONMike’s Affordable Pressure 
Washing Service

Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios • Etc...
832-606-1074

THURSDAY, JUNE 1
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” at 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell 
Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or visit 
https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets 
at either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 
6117 Broadway St. or on Zoom. See Pearland 
Chamber of Commerce website or call 281-
485-3634.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-
686-6300.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vig-
ilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E.  
FM 518, Pearland, First Presbyterian Church 
(youth building). Call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/. 
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom. For details on 
the services, Judaism classes, fi lm series and 
lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.shaar
hashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Family members and friends of prob-
lem drinkers/addicts share and discover 
choices available. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JUNE 3
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
See Friday’s notice.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an addict. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. 
Call 281-487-8787 or visit https://www.hous
tonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers 
a knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 prior to 

coming.
SUNDAY, JUNE 4

8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship at 11456 Space Cen-
ter Blvd. in the back of a medical/retail com-
munity. Call 281-479-7285. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets at 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena. Call 713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. 
Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, JUNE 5
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for tours of 
exhibits. 
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League 
City Parkway, is now open. Volunteers teach 
dance lessons with a different rhythm each 
month.  Call 281-554-1180.
5 p.m. New Directions Singles – Age 55 
and older meets at Webster Presbyterian 
Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway. Call 646-
489-4367.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets at IHOP, 
11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and improve 
crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccination 
required. Call 281-488-2923.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s Group, 12-Step Re-
covery, open meeting in the Education Bldg. 
in room 4, at 11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-725-
8479 or 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
– #0683 chapter meets at the Friendswood 
Methodist Church, 110 N Friendswood Dr. in 
the educational  bldg., room 201. Call 832-
858-4617 or 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, JUNE 6
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.ELLIOTT’S REMODELING

A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Turn those unwanted 
items in your garage and 

closets into cash. Bring ads 
into the Leader office by 
Tuesday or use the mail 
slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer           11555 Beamer           
281-481-5656281-481-5656

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

ASH TREE SERVICE
We’d love the opportunity to give you a 
free estimate for any tree work needed.

• Local and Insured
• Never pay until job is completed
Contact Kim at 832-493-2846

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Monday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice. 
11:30 a.m. Local NARFE Meeting – National 
Association of  Retired Federal Employees, 
Chapter 1321, meets at Clear Lake 
Community Center, 5001 NASA Pkwy. Lunch 
is $6.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
6:30 p.m. Bay Area Quilt Guild – Meets at 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Fellowship at 6:30 p.m.; meeting/pro-
gram at 7 p.m. Visit www.Facebook.com/Ba-
yAreaQuiltGuild or call 713-253-2521. 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally at sehouston.toastmastersclubs.org. 
Visit the website or call 832-722-9061 for 
information. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Carmeliters – a nondenomination-
al senior citizen social group meeting at St. 
Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500 El 
Camino Real, in Clear Lake. Call 713-444-
6744.
9:30 a.m. Young at Heart Senior Club – 
Meets at Covenant United Methodist Church, 
7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call 
832-298-9480
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Thursday’s noon notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway, League 
City, 77573, is open. Casual ballroom danc-
ing offered. Call 281-554-1180.  
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

The Handyman Can.
Restore, Repair, Update

Work done right at the right price
Serving southbelt and surrounding areas.

Call today for a free quote and let 
us know what we can do for you! 

713.408.4547

South Belt 
Graphics 

& Printing
One stop for all your 

printing needs
11555 Beamer            281-484-4337

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-8887. 
6-1
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 6-1

Support
Leader

Advertisers
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

JFD strength/conditioning
 The Dobie coaching staff is encouraging student ath-
letes to register as soon as possible for the free strength 
and conditioning program that will run Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays.
 Students entering the 10th through 12th grades as of 
the 2023-2024 school year will attend from 8 to 10 a.m. 
each day, with incoming freshmen to follow from 10:30 
a.m. to noon.
 Visit www.dobiepride.com for additional informa-
tion and to complete the registration process.

Dobie volleyball youth clinics
 Dobie High School volleyball coaching staff is offer-
ing a variety of summer camps for youth players of all 
ages and skill levels this summer.
 The purpose of these camps is to improve the skills 
of each girl by enhancing strengths and correcting 
weaknesses. The basic rules and strategies of the game 
will be taught along with the skills of the game. These 
skills include passing, setting, hitting, serving, block-
ing, offense and defense. 
 Girls entering the third through eighth grades as of 
the 2023-2024 school year will attend the camp July 18-
20, with those entering the third through sixth grades 
attending each day from 9 to 11 a.m., and seventh- and 
eighth-grade students attending from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at $50 per student.
 Girls entering the ninth grade as of the 2023-2024 
school year will attend the camp July 24-26 from 1  to 4 
p.m. at $60 per student.
 Girls entering the 10th through 12th grades as of the 
2023-2024 school year will attend the camp July 24-26 
from 9 a.m. to noon at $60 per student.
 To register for any of the camps: CashApp: $Do 
bieVBBooster (make sure participant’s name is in the 
note section).

Wolverine boys’ hoops camp
 Clear Brook varsity boys’ basketball head coach Na-
than Janak and his staff will host the 2023 Wolverine 
Youth Hoops Camp June 12-15 for three separate ses-
sions. Boys entering the fourth through sixth grades as 
of the 2023-2024 school year will attend from 9 a.m. to 
noon each day, while boys and girls entering kindergar-
ten through the third grade will attend from 10 a.m. to 
noon. The 1 to 4 p.m. session is for boys entering the 
seventh through ninth grades. Direct email to njanak@
ccisd.net for registration details.

...to Summer!
...at the Rainforest and Aquarium Pyramids, Dinos Alive Exhibit and more!

...at the spa, Colonel Paddlewheel Boat or the Moody Gardens Golf Course.
...at Palm Beach with daytime fun or on Saturday nights with DJs and live music.

Resort to Getaway with special events
and great hotel packages all summer long!

Explore

Resort to...Resort to...

Fun

RResort to...

Relax

Resort to...Resort to...

Getaway

Resort to...Resort to...

...at 

Resor
and great 

p

Tickets & Hotel Packages

MOODYGARDENS.ORG

SCAN FOR DETAILS
Moody Gardens transforms into a

bicycle enthusiast's dream!AUG. 25-27

SCAN FOR DETAILS
A big weekend that will thrill visitors

by land, sea and air! AUG. 11-13

SCAN FOR DETAILS
Cheers to a weekend of wine, food,

live music, fireworks and fun! SEP. 1-3

Lajaunie tennis scholarship fund awards youth players
 The 12th Annual Darren 
Lajaunie Memorial tennis 
tournament hosted by the 
Darren Lajaunie Tennis 
Scholarship Fund, success-
fully debuted its Jamboree 

Series of Tennis Mixers 
April 29 at the Harry Tay-
lor Tennis Center in Pasa-
dena.
  The fi rst mixer had a 
“silly hat” theme, keeping 

in touch with the month’s 
April Fools’ date as a trio 
of players sported their sil-
ly hats and walked away 
with prizes.
  The tennis mixer al-

lowed players to sign up as 
a single participant, to then 
be paired with someone of 
similar level to play dou-
bles.    
 The tournament also 

supports a small silent 
auction, which brought in 
$350 for the scholarship 
fund, including a Houston 
Astros’ Alex Bregman au-
tographed baseball.
 The second mixer will 
be Saturday, Aug. 19, com-
plete with a “mulligan” 
theme.  That means if and 
when players double fault, 
they may choose to donate 
$1 and serve again without 
losing a point.  There’s no 
limit to the mulligans.
  The third and fi nal mix-
er of 2023 will be Satur-
day, Dec. 2, with an “ugly 
sweater/sweatshirt” theme.  
There will be small silent 
auctions for these mixers. 
 Refreshments will be 
provided for players and 
spectators.  All details and 
entry forms can be found 
at www.DLtennisschol 
arships.com on the home 
page and on the Facebook 
page.
  This year, the Har-
ry Taylor Tennis Center 
Grand Slam College Schol-
arship was awarded at First 
Baptist Academy to Class 
of 2023 senior Kylee Mc- 
Kinney.
 McKinney plans to at-
tend Texas A&M in the fall 
to study biology and math 
possibly leading to a career 
in nursing.
 On the courts, McKin-
ney has been playing tennis 
for four years and plans to 
play intramural/club level 
in College Station.  
 In addition to playing 
tennis, McKinney also 
played softball and volley-
ball, and competed in track 
and fi eld while maintaining 
an “A” average. 
 Throughout her 13-year 
scholastic career, McKin-
ney maintained all “A’s” 
from pre-K through her 
high school senior year.
 Upon graduation, Mc- 
Kinney was a member of 
the National Honor Soci-
ety, Math Honor Society 
and  History Honor Soci-
ety. 

 On her Lajaunie schol-
arship application, Mc- 
Kinney stated that her role 
model on the tennis courts 
was her sister.
 Growing up, she would 
watch her sister play, bor-
row her racket and eventu-
ally take lessons that would 
help her get stronger both 
mentally and physically.
 As McKinney partici-
pated in this season’s Texas 
Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools district 
tournament round, she ad-
mitted to keeping her sis-
ter’s picture with her for 
motivation.
 Also for the 2022-2023 
school year, the Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
awarded college scholar-
ships to three Dobie High 
School tennis team play-
ers and Class of 2023 se-
niors during Senior Awards 
Night at the school.
 One of the Dobie Grand 
Slam college scholarships 
was awarded to girls’ play-
er Ashley Huynh, who re-
ceived a $1,000 scholarship 
and will be attending the 
University of Houston to 
study nursing with aspira-
tions of attending medical 
school.  
 On the courts, Huynh 
has been playing tennis for 
seven years and attributes 
her solid level of play to 
continual encouragement 
that came from Dobie head 
coach Manuel Moreno Jr.  
 Huynh added that More-
no has shown her desire, 
commitment and passion 
while leading the Dobie 
program, and specifi cally 
taught her to learn from the 
mistakes and become an 
improved player.  
 Off the courts, Huynh 
was a member of the Key 
Club and HOSA (Health 
Occupation Student Asso-
ciation). 
 Huynh believes she 
found her calling for nurs-
ing when she joined the 
HOSA group at Dobie.   
 When she fi nishes her 

nursing degree Huynh 
plans to become a pediatri-
cian. Her brother, Andrew 
Huynh, was a Lajaunie 
Scholarship recipient last 
year.
 A Grand Slam College 
Scholarship of $,1000 was 
also awarded to standout 
Dobie girls’ player Natalie 
Vo, who said will be at-
tending The University of 
Houston’s Honors College 
to study Honors Biomed-
ical Science.  She would 
like to become a researcher 
and study vaccines.
 On the court, Vo has 
been playing tennis for four 
years and looks to reigning 
Wimbledon Champion Ele-
na Rybakina from Kazakh-
stan as her role model.  
 Vo told the scholarship 
committee that she is im-
pressed with Rybakina’s 
ability to remain calm, 
place the ball well on the 
court and make a come-
back when she’s behind in 
a given match.
  When Vo was not on the 
tennis courts at Dobie, the 
honor roll student enjoyed 
contributing to the Key 
Club and the Asian Student 
Association.  
 The Dobie boys’ Grand 
Slam College Scholarship 
of $1,000 was awarded 
to Thang Tran, who will 
begin his college studies 
at San Jacinto College to 
study engineering or med-
icine.  
 At present, Tran said he 
is choosing between be-
coming a nurse practitioner 
or an engineer with the 
hopes of transferring to the 
University of Texas in Aus-
tin to fi nish his bachelor’s 
degree.
 Tran told scholarship 
committee members he has 
been playing tennis for six 
years, and his role model 
within the game has been 
Moreno.  
 Off the court, Tran is 
a member of the Dobie 
Chess Club with a rating of 
1000.  
 He is an active member 
in his community by volun-
teering and is a member of 
the Key Club.  
 Tran has also played the 
violin for six years and add-
ed that it’s his volunteering 
experience of which he’s 
the proudest, is his involve-
ment with “Bring Smiles to 
Seniors,” a nonprofi t group, 
where he has made more 
than100 unique cards for 
seniors.  
 At Dobie, Tran was a 
STEM scholar, taking dual 
credit and Advanced Place-
ment classes to prepare 
himself for college.
 For the 2022-2023 
school year, the Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
raised more than $6,000 
in sponsorships and since 
2012 has provided $67,500 
in college scholarships and 
37 tennis camp scholar-
ships.
  Updates for scholar-
ships, the tournament and 
the Used Tennis Racket 
Drive can be found at www.
DLtennisscholarships.com 
and on the Facebook page.

The 2022-2023 Harry Taylor Tennis Center Grand 
Slam College Scholarship was awarded at First 
Baptist Academy to Class of 2023 senior Kylee 
McKinney.

Dobie High School tennis players, from left, Ash-
ley Huynh, Thang Tran and Natalie Vo, all Class of 
2023 graduates, were recipients of Darren Lajaunie  
Grand Slam collegiate scholarship awards. Huynh 

plans to study nursing at the University of Houston, 
while Tran will begin his studies at San Jacinto Col-
lege. Vo, meanwhile, also plans to study at the Uni-
versity of Houston.

Dobie basketball sets youth camp
 Registration is now 
open for the Dobie Long-
horns Basketball Skills 
Camp to be held June 27-
29, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
each day at the Dobie High 
School main campus. 
 The skills camp is open 
to any male of female 
students entering the fi rst 
through ninth grades as 
of the 2023-2024 school 
year, with fi rst- through 
fi fth-grade participants at-
tending from 8 to 10 a.m.
 Sixth- through ninth-
grade students will attend 
the camp from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.
 Cost of the camp is $50 
per student, payable with 
cash in person or online 
payment only. 
 Dobie basketball 
coaching staff members 
will direct the camp, with 
volunteer coaches assist-
ing in some of the drills 
including shooting, ball-

handling, rebounding and 
passing fundamentals.  
 There will also be 3-on-
3 and 5-on-5 games and a 
Hot Shot competition in-
cluded.
 Camp T-shirts are not 
guaranteed as of now but 

could be available. 
 Direct any questions 
about registration or other 
camp details to Dobie var-
sity girls’ basketball head 
coach Jasmine Hartman at 
jhartman@pasadenaisd.
org. 

 The Thompson Inter-
mediate coaching staff has 
planned its summer of vol-
untary athletic programs 
at the school, including 
strength and conditioning 
workouts as well as a foot-
ball/basketball skills and 
drills camp.
 The strength and con-
ditioning sessions will run 
June 5-8, June 12-15, June 

19-22, June 26-29 as well as 
July 13-17 and July 20-23 at 
$25 per student per week.
 The workout sessions 
will run 9 to 11 a.m. daily 
and include weight room 
work as well as speed, con-
ditioning and agility drills.
 The coaching staff will 
also conduct football skills 
workouts each Monday and 
Wednesday, while basket-

ball workouts will be held 
each Tuesday and Thurs-
day, with all of the sessions 
running from 11 a.m. to 
noon. 
 Thompson students must 
fi rst have a completed ath-
letics physical on fi le with 
the coaching staff. Students 
will then arrive 30 minutes 
early on the fi rst day of each 
week to handle details..

Lion athletics plans summer
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