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Hair, barber shops can open

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott announced Tues-
day that hair salons, barbershops, tanning sa-
lons and nail salons may reopen Friday, May 8.

Under the new regulations, salons can re-
open with only one customer per stylist, and
people must wait outside or in their vehicles if
there is not enough room inside to stay 6 feet
apart. Face masks for both customers and styl-
ists are recommended but not required.

Governor sets hurricane week

Gov. Greg Abbott has issued a proclamation
declaring May 3 — 9 as Hurricane Preparedness
Week in Texas. This proclamation raises aware-
ness about the dangers of hurricanes and the
precautions Texans can take as hurricane season
approaches. The governor is asking Texans to
take steps to protect themselves and loved ones
from the danger and destruction hurricanes can
bring to communities.

“As hurricane season approaches, it is vital
that Texans take the time to prepare for any dev-
astating and powerful storms that may reach our
shores,” said Abbott. “There are no substitutes for
having emergency supplies and a well-prepared
emergency plan to protect yourself, your fami-
ly, and your property. As we enter this hurricane
season, I encourage all Texans to remain mind-
ful of the dangers presented by hurricanes, stay
informed about potential threats, and take steps
toward preparedness.”Texans can visit the Texas
Ready webpage to learn about the steps they can
take now to prepare for hurricane season.

SJC sets commencement

San Jacinto College has set the new date and
time for the postponed spring commencement
ceremony for Friday, Aug. 7. Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 situation, San Jacinto College had to
delay its spring commencement ceremony origi-
nally scheduled for Friday, May 15.

The Aug. 7 ceremony will be held at 7 p.m. at
NRG Stadium. The college will continue to mon-
itor the COVID-19 situation and make any neces-
sary changes to the ceremony as appropriate. The
college will continue to follow all CDC and local
guidelines. San Jacinto College is currently op-
erating under altered operations. Up-to-date in-
formation can be found online at sanjac.edu/coro
navirus.

Beltway closures planned

There will be a total closure of the Fairmont
Parkway exit ramp on Beltway 8 through 10
p-m. Tuesday, June 16.

At least one inside lane of the southbound
Beltway 8 frontage road at Spencer Highway
will be closed continuously through 4 p.m.
Friday, May 8.

At least one inside lane of the northbound
and southbound Beltway 8 frontage road will
be closed from SH 225 to Vista nightly from
8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Wednesday, May
13.

Both northbound and southbound U-turn
lanes at Beltway 8 and Vista will be closed
continuously through 5 a.m. Monday, May 18.

The northbound U-turn lane on the Beltway
8 frontage road at SH 225 will be continuously
closed through 5 a.m. Tuesday, June 2.

The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to
four lanes in each direction.

Martin distributes masks

Houston District E City Council Member
and Mayor Pro Tem Dave Martin will host a
mask distribution event Friday, May 8, at Free-
man Branch Library, 16616 Diana Lane, be-
ginning at 8 a.m. The event will end once all
masks have been dispersed. There will be a
limit of four masks per vehicle.

Frazier seniors eligible

Attention Dobie seniors! The deadline to
submit an application for a Frazier Elementary
scholarship has been moved to Friday, May 8.
Email the application and questions to Susan
Blue at sblue@pasadenaisd.org. Eligible stu-
dents most have attended Frazier Elementary.

Gulf Freeway closures set

The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf
Freeway will be closed at FM 518 until further
notice.

At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City
will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Tues-
day, June 30. This work will require alternate
entrance and exit ramp closures. At least one
southbound frontage road lane on the Gulf
Freeway from FM 517 to Hughes in Texas
City will be closed until further notice. The
southbound entrance ramp at FM 517 in Texas
City will also be closed until further notice.

The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway
from three to five lanes in each direction and
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in
each direction.

Readers urged to send stories

The Leader staff is curious as to how South
Belt families are spending their time during
COVID-19. Readers are encouraged to email
their adaptation stories and photos (list both
first and last names, in order, left to right) to
mynews @southbeltleader.com.

COVID cases continue rise in local ZIP codes

As of Tuesday, May 5, ZIP code 77089 had
66 confirmed cases of COVID-19, according to
Harris County Public Health officials. That fig-
ure is four higher than the 62 count reported on

Tuesday, April 28.

In ZIP code 77075, county officials are now re-
porting 61 known cases. This number is 12 higher
than the 49 cases reported the previous week.

Replacing

~

AT&T
tfower

Contractors spent much
of Tuesday, May 5, taking

down the old AT&T tow-

er behind station #70 off
Beamer Road. The approx-

imate 100-foot-tall commu-
nication tower needed con-
siderable upgrading and
improvements so the deci-
sion was made to replace
it. The work is expected
to take approximately 10
days and includes pouring
a new foundation for the
replacement tower. In the
photo, there are three men
on the tower engaged in the
dismantling.

Photo by
Marie Flickinger

Practice caution before back to normal

As retailers and restaurants, along with oth-
er businesses, begin to reopen, Mayor Sylves-
ter Turner and the city’s COVID-19 Recovery
Czar, Marvin Odum, encouraged Houstonians
Thursday, April 30, to practice caution before re-
turning to a normal routine. Gov. Greg Abbott’s
executive order allowed some businesses to re-
open at 25 percent capacity on Friday, May 1.
The City of Houston supports a safe and respon-
sible transition to reopening the economy.

“Do not stop social distancing or wearing face
coverings because the virus is still prevalent in

our city,” Turner said. “As businesses reopen, I
will continue to stress the need for robust and
ubiquitous testing.” On Thursday, the Houston
Health Department reported 98 new cases of
COVID-19 and four additional deaths.

Odum said he is working with local business-
es and other stakeholders to develop plans to
help Houstonians safely return to work. Odum
stressed that contact tracing and testing are pri-
orities.

Additional guidance on reopening is available

Continued on Page 8

Area churches are slow to reopen

As the state of Texas slowly reopens, some
area churches are more hesitant than others to
hold in-person services, opting to err on the side
of caution.

While Gov. Greg Abbott deemed churches
as essential and therefore allowed to stay open
during the statewide lockdown, most in the South
Belt area chose to play it safe by offering various
forms of live and recorded online streaming.

With the reopening of area businesses, how-
ever, some local churches have now resumed

PISD teachers

Julia Montes, South Belt resident and literacy peer
facilitator at Matthys Elementary School, was
named Elementary Teacher of the Year.

Susie Haas, science teacher at Thompson Intermedi-
ate, was named Secondary Teacher of the Year.

in-person services.
CT Church

CT Church, 9701 Almeda Genoa, opened
Sunday, May 3, with in-person services 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. Social distancing is to be practiced,
and attendees are encouraged to wear masks and
gloves.

Services will be livestreamed on the church
website at myCT.Church and Facebook. Services
will additionally be available on YouTube.

Continued on Page 8

County officials are now reporting 44 cases in
ZIP code 77034, up seven cases from last week.

For reasons unknown, the county’s website
had higher figures listed on Monday than on
Tuesday for both 77089 and 77075, with 67 cas-
es listed for 77089 and 63 cases listed for 77075.
At press time, however, the reason for the dis-
crepancy remains unclear.

In all, there are currently 6,838 known cas-
es in Harris County, an increase of 1,011 from

Lightning

A lightning bolt is suspected to have started a
house fire during heavy storms Wednesday, April
29, in the Durham Park subdivision near Beltway
8 and Blackhawk.

Resident Chanel Frank said she was awake at
the time of the incident, but the remainder of her
family was asleep, including her five-month-old
infant.

“I was awake in class for training at my com-
puter when what felt like lightning hitting the
house or the yard shook the entire home, and all
the lights blew out,” Frank said in a post on the

last week. Of those, 4,263 remain active, up 370
from last week. A total of 2,442 have recovered
from the virus in the county, an increase of 606
from the previous week. To date, 133 have died
from COVID-19, up 35 from last week.
Statistics are updated daily and include num-
bers from within both the Houston city limits and
throughout Harris County. To view an interactive
map, visit publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Re
sources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.

starts house fire

Durham Park Neighborhood Facebook page. “1
was so startled by what happened 1 went on the
other side of the house to check on my children,
and my husband was sleeping with them because
they were afraid the night before. I then went to
check on my five-month-old in my bedroom, all
while still be shaken up.”

Awoken by the storm, Frank’s husband was
trying to console his startled wife, when the cou-
ple heard electrical noises coming from the attic,
despite their power being out. As the husband

Continued on Page 7

Beware of false coronavirus cures

Desperate for a cure to the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19), many Americans are turning to the
internet for answers. What they’re finding, how-
ever, is a minefield of dubious products posted
by unscrupulous sellers. False claims are trick-
ing worried people into paying for fake solutions
that give them a false sense of security. The fed-
eral government hasn’t approved any product
that prevents or treats COVID-19.

While myriad fake COVID-related prod-

ucts exist online, a new analysis from the Texas
Public Interest Research Group Education Fund
found that the most common were for products
using claims of antiviral or immune-boosting
properties. The group looked at 34 warning let-
ters issued by the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-

tration.
“Fake cures for the novel coronavirus are
spreading rapidly online, potentially wreaking
Continued on Page 7

VE Day air flight over area May 8

South Belt residents are encouraged to look up
to the sky the afternoon of Friday, May 8, as a fleet
of vintage WWII airplanes will be flying overhead.

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day, the
Lone Star Flight Museum will host the Fight to the
Finish Flyover from 11:45 a.m. to 1:10 p.m. The
event will include nearly 30 rare and historic war-
birds flying a 120-mile route over the city of Hous-
ton.

While the flyover will start and finish at Elling-
ton Airport, the event will not be viewable from the
facility, as with the annual Wings Over Houston
event, due to ongoing COVID-19 concerns.

Vintage aircraft include B-25 Devil Dog; Grum-
man HU-16 Albatross; P-51 Mustang; P-63 King

Cobra; SB2C Helldiver; CAF Tora Flight; C-45
Twin Beech; T-6 Texan; BT-13 Valiant; L-17 Navi-
on; T-34 Mentor; Yak 52; and more.

An event program will be available on the muse-
um’s website the week of the flight for download.
The program will include flight plan and map,
along with the estimated timing/location of the air-
craft overhead throughout the hour-long flight, and
information about each one of the participating air-
craft.

Follow the museum’s Facebook and Instagram
pages for details and livestream video. The Friday,
May 8, issue of the Houston Chronicle will also in-
clude a full flight plan and schedule.

See link at http://www.lonestarflight.org.

Census forms should be submitted

The U.S. Census Bureau is beginning to send
reminder notice postcards to an estimated 69
million households that have not yet responded
to the 2020 Census.

South Belt residents are encouraged to re-
spond to the Census, as it will affect the region’s
federal funding for schools, hospitals, roads and
other essential programs for the next decade.

According to the Greater Houston Partner-
ship, the 2010 Census granted $101.6 billion to
federal spending programs in Texas distributed
by state and local governments, businesses, non-
profits, hospitals and households.

As the area responds to both the ongoing
COVID-19 health crisis and the coinciding eco-

of the year 2019-2020 named

As social-distancing measures due to the coro-
navirus pandemic continue, this year Pasadena ISD
chose to host its teachers of the year celebration in
an unconventional way — virtually using Zoom.

The annual awards celebration, hosted by Dr.
DeeAnn Powell, superintendent of schools and the
Pasadena ISD board of trustees, celebrates PISD
educators who are uniquely dedicated to excellence
in their profession.

Powell kicked off the event by acknowledging
the changes in this year’s awards banquet.

“We wish we could be together in person, but
this is a different time,” said Powell. “We’re going
to celebrate and honor our teachers in a new way.”

Julia Montes, a South Belt resident is a litera-
cy peer facilitator at Matthys Elementary and was
chosen as the Elementary Teacher of the Year and
Susie Haas, a science teacher at Thompson Inter-
mediate, was chosen as the Secondary Teacher of
the Year.

“We all love Susie. She has created lifelong

Continued on Page 7

nomic downturn, participation in the Census is
more important than ever. Underrepresentation
could mean fewer federal dollars for many cru-
cial services.

About 53.4 percent of households across the
country have already responded since invitations
began arriving in mailboxes on March 12. Those
households that have not yet responded to the

Continued on Page 7

Houston libraries
stay closed for May

The City of Houston Public Library will
remain closed through May 31, due to the
COVID-19 public health crisis. Bracewell Li-
brary is a HPL branch in the South Belt area.

HPL will continue to provide online resources
so the public can enjoy the library at home.

By visiting www.houstonlibrary.org, adults,
teens and children will discover the diverse online
virtual programs, services and educational and
entertaining resources that are available for free.

A MY Link library card is required to ac-
cess these resources. If customers don’t have a
library card, the library is offering temporary
free online cards that will be good through

Continued on Page 4

Truckloads of dirt being removed for new retention pond

~

The Harris County Flood Control District recently began to re-
move 50,000 cubic yards of excavated material from a site near
Dixie Farm Road and Blackhawk, where it had been mistakenly
placed in the floodplain two years ago. HCFCD bought the site

earlier this year so the inappropriate fill could be removed, and
the site could be investigated for additional stormwater deten-
tion. The material is to be transported to WCA Greenbelt Land-
fill on Old Genoa Red Bluff Road.

Photo by Marie Flckinger
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Herman sworn into Texas Bar

On April 28, the
Honorable Gene-
sis Draper (right)
swore  Brianna
Herman into
the Texas Bar.
Herman, a 2012
graduate of Dobie
High School, ob-
tained her bache-
lor’s degree from
Fisk  Universi-
ty and earned a
law degree from
the University of
Texas in Austin.
Herman will re-
turn to the Harris
County District
Attorney’s office
as an assistant [
district attorney
and will continue |-
serving  Harris |
County. :

In My Opinion

Thanks to Leader

for blood donors

Many thanks to the LEADER for your
continuing support of the Knights of
Columbus at St. Luke the Evangelist
Blood Drives.

Thanks also to the South Belt donors
who stepped up for our recent ‘in-be-
tweener’ blood drive April 29th — they
provided 39 units of blood products to
the community.

Our next regular blood drive will be
Sunday, May 17th.

Val Comeaux & John Urdiales,
Blood Drive coordinators

Region’s hospitals operate under
new normal due to COVID-19

May 15 deadline to protest taxes

Harris County property
owners who believe there is an
error in the market value have
until Friday, May 15, to protest
the value. Some property own-
ers may not have received their
value notice yet. They will still
have 30 days to file their pro-
test. That later protest deadline
will be printed on their notice.

Chief Appraiser Roland
Altinger encouraged proper-
ty owners to use the appraisal
district’s online options for fil-
ing and settling a protest.

“Using iFile to submit
your protest and then select-
ing iSettle is the quickest and
easiest way to file and resolve
your protest without having
to appear at HCAD’s offices,
especially this year in light
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” Altinger said. “With iSet-
tle, you can submit electron-
ic documentation to support
your opinion of value, and an
appraiser will review it. If the
appraiser responds with a new
value and you accept, you're
protest is done for the year.”

Altinger noted iFile num-
bers are printed on the face of
the 2020 value notices near the
account number. For security
reasons, the iFile system can-
not be used for filing a protest
without this iFile number un-
less the property owner has an
existing electronic owners ac-
count. Owners who have mis-
placed their value notice can
use HCAD’s free mobile app

to retrieve their iFile number
by scanning their Texas driv-
er’s license. The name and
address on the license must
match the property address in
the HCAD system.

Property owners who opt to
iSettle may choose to upload
evidence through the owner’s
website. Property owners will
have five days to submit their
documentation, such as a clos-
ing statement, repair estimates,
comparable sales information,
deeds or photos, electronically
from the date they filed their
protest online. Questions con-
cerning iSettle may be direct-
ed to isettle @hcad.org.

If a settlement through
the online system isn’t pos-
sible once HCAD makes an
offer, the homeowner will be
scheduled a hearing with the
Appraisal Review Board. A
video explaining how to file an
online protest and use the res-
idential iSettle system is avail-
able at www.hcad.org under
the HELP heading.

“HCAD must operate un-
der the guidelines and dead-
lines set out in the state Code,
so we do not have the flexibil-
ity to change the protest dead-
line despite the closures and
social distancing caused by the
pandemic,” Altinger said.

Altinger reminded proper-
ty owners they are protesting
market value of their proper-
ty, and based on their proper-
ty’s condition on Jan. 1, 2020.

Any value changes caused by
an economic downturn from
the pandemic would be reflect-
ed in the value on Jan 1, 2021.

“The purpose of the ap-
praisal is to allocate the tax
burden fairly among all tax-
able property,” Altinger said.
“The actual amount of tax due
is determined by the tax rate
set in the fall by the governing
body of each jurisdiction such
as county, city, school district
or MUD. The appraisal district
has no involvement in the rate
setting process.”

For property owners who
do not want to file electroni-
cally, a green protest form is
included in the notice HCAD
sent to each property owner.
A Notice of Protest form may
be downloaded at www.hcad.
org under the “forms” head-
ing. Protests may be brought
to HCAD’s office at 13013
Northwest Freeway, or mailed
to P.O. Box 922004, Houston,
TX 77292-2004, but must be
postmarked by May 15.

Business personal prop-
erty and some real property
accounts may have later pro-
test deadlines. If a later dead-
line applies, the owner will be
mailed an official HCAD no-
tice on which the later protest
deadline will be listed.

For questions concerning
protesting market value, call
the appraisal district’s infor-
mation center at 713-957-
7800 or email help@hcad.org.

Local library events set

Bracewell Branch Library

A notice on the City of Houston Public Library website reads, “All Houston Public Library
locations will be closed through May 31.”

As Texas is cautiously re-
opening for business, the Bay
Area Houston Economic Part-
nership has begun a series of
virtual general membership
meetings designed to provide
information, offered by those
in leadership positions within
industry sectors, on the state of
institutions and businesses in
the region.

On Thursday, April 30, a
panel of health care profession-
als used the power and conve-
nience of the internet to speak
to BAHEP membership of the
ways in which regional hos-
pital systems have adapted to
COVID-19. They also looked
to the future as everyone will
be operating under this new
normal for some time to come.

The panel consisted of Todd
Caliva, CEO, HCA Hous-
ton Healthcare Clear Lake;
Stephen K. Jones Jr., CEO,
UTMB Health Clear Lake
Campus; Dan Newman, CEO,
Houston Methodist Clear Lake
Hospital; Kelly Ochoa, vice
president of operations, Me-
morial Hermann Southeast and
Memorial Hermann Pearland;
and Dr. Gulshan Sharma, vice
president, chief medical and
clinical innovation officer,
UTMB. Bob Mitchell, BA-
HEP president, served as panel
moderator while Jimmy Spen-
ce, BAHEP marketing director
provided technical support.

Overview

The panelists began the dis-
cussion by providing an over-
view of what was taking place
within each hospital system.
Although specific actions vary
between systems, the hospi-
tals also have much in com-
mon. The days are consumed
by temperature checks and
screenings of patients, visitors
and employees. Testing is also
a huge priority. Additional-
ly, there are command center
conference calls that address
personal protective equipment
(PPE) on hand and what may
be needed. There are physi-
cian calls where the medical
staff is given an administra-
tive update sharing new policy
and procedures that are evolv-
ing, because things constant-
ly change. Strategic priorities
have been put in place across
all systems to safeguard em-
ployees and the public.

UTMB’s Sharma provided
compelling statistics.

“Looking from a statistic
standpoint so that everyone
can put things into perspective,
nationally we have done about
6 million tests, and 1 million
have been positive,” Sharma
said. “That gives you a test
positive rate of 16-17 percent
nationally. In Texas, we have
done about 340,000 tests, and
27,000 have been positive.
That gives you a prevalence
of about 12 percent in Texas.
In the local area of Harris and
Galveston counties, the test
positive rate is about 9 percent.
Galveston County is 3-3.5 per-
cent.

“Regionally we have fared
very well compared to what
is going on in other areas, be-
cause most of the high num-
bers are coming from states
like New York, Massachusetts
and Connecticut, as well as
New Jersey. Texas with social
distancing and early lockdown
has really fared very well.

“In terms of the current
prevalence of this disease in
our area, the number of cas-
es has continued to decline
throughout Harris County as
well as Galveston County. The
number of admissions to inten-
sive care units is down. There
is also plenty of ventilator ca-
pacity, ICU capacity and med/

surg capacity.

“We have reached out to
nursing homes, because that
is where the largest outbreaks
are regionally. We have also
reached out to correctional care
facilities to make sure that we
do not have a large outbreak
there. The mortality rate is fair-
ly low compared to what has
been projected from other re-
gions nationally. The challenge
is that the mortality rate goes
up when you put somebody on
a ventilator or a respirator. If
they come early and we can ad-
dress their needs, I think that is
the best way to protect them.”

Panelists answer questions

Members of the panel then
answered questions that had
been submitted by virtual at-
tendees. It was asked if it is
safe to go to the hospital.

“Absolutely,” Caliva re-
sponded. “I think that I can
speak for all of us on the pan-
el in saying that our systems
have gone through extreme
measures to protect the safe-
ty and wellbeing of all of our
patients, our employees and
our physicians. We’ve all put
in measures from the screen-
ing process that we previously
discussed to social distancing
measures. Anyone who has
symptoms is being tested.”

Another question con-
cerned resource loading in re-
gard to hospital staff.

“As Dr. Sharma mentioned,
we’ve been fortunate here in
that the numbers we’ve seen
have not been as great as oth-
er parts of the country,” Jones
said. “All of the health systems
went through a process of go-
ing into great detail looking
at the number of doctors, the
number of nurses, the number
of respiratory techs, supply
chain personnel, environmen-
tal services — all sorts of key
frontline folks. I want to as-
sure the community that we
do have enough infrastructure,
people and supplies to effec-
tively continue to take care of
COVID-19 patients and open
back up for business. All of the
hospitals are putting very de-
tailed plans in place to do both
very, very safely.”

Communities across the na-
tion have shown tremendous
support for frontline caregiv-
ers. When asked how the lo-
cal community can help the
medical community, Newman
replied, “Take care of yourself
all the time. Health isn’t just
something you do when the
weather is nice outside. The
extent that care is delayed can
result in worse outcomes than
if you seek care now. That is
probably the biggest thing that
you can do to help the medical
community.”

An unprecedented effort is
taking place internationally to
develop a vaccine to combat
COVID-19. A number of med-
ications are also undergoing
clinical trials to determine their
efficacy. When asked about
what medications look prom-
ising, Sharma said, “There is
an antiviral drug called Rem-
desivir for which clinical trials
are showing promising results
as you have been seeing on all
the news channels. We enrolled
about 10 patients in the clinical
trial.” (Editor’s note: The U.S.
Food and Drug Administration
— FDA - issued an emergen-
cy-use authorization on Friday,
May 1, for Remdesivir in hos-
pitalized patients with severe
COVID-19.)

Regarding antibody tests,
Sharma reported, “We will of-
fer antibody tests starting May
1. Your primary doctor can
order an antibody test, which
takes about four hours to get

results. This is an IgG (Immu-
noglobulin G). As a word of
caution, just because you have
an antibody does not mean
that you will be protected. All
it means is that you have had
an infection with this virus.
We still don’t have enough
data to see if this antibody is
protective over a long period
of time.”

Now that hospitals are
again allowing elective pro-
cedures, it was asked if any-
thing has changed. Caliva said
that much remains the same as
before except that all patients
will have to go through pre-
admittance testing 48 hours
in advance of elective surgery
involving general anesthesia
in order to give plenty of time
to get results of the testing.
That is the only thing that has
changed.

Jones added, “People have
been required to put elective
procedures off. If you need
something, reach out to your
physician. Every health sys-
tem has done an amazing job
keeping the hospitals and clin-
ics safe.”

Caliva also responded to
the question.

“How are the protocols go-
ing to change in the future?”
Caliva said. “I think that we
might be looking at a situation
where this may be the new
norm for a while. Everyone
is a whole lot more cognizant
of social distancing and hand
hygiene. People may not be
flowing back into super large
gatherings again. Our screen-
ing processes may last longer
than we had anticipated espe-
cially as we get closer to the
flu season. It may be more of
a combination of a new norm
and everybody being a whole
lot more alert to doing things
to protect ourselves and those
around us.”

Recommendations for

reopening businesses

Many are concerned about
the safety surrounding the re-
opening of businesses. Shar-
ma was asked what recom-
mendations he had for these
businesses. “The best thing
is to have a screening ques-
tionnaire for all employees,”
Sharma said. “It would also
be great to have a device to
check for temperature. Ask
about cough, shortness of
breath, difficulty breathing —
the symptoms that are related
to COVID. Ask specifically if
anyone has tested positive for
COVID during the past month
or two while the business was
closed. Make sure that an em-
ployee hasn’t been in contact
with anyone who is COVID
positive.

“If the screening ques-
tionnaires are negative, then I
think it is safe for the employ-
ees to work as long as we con-
tinue social distancing and we
are masking. There are still as-
ymptomatic people who have
coronavirus. These rates are
very low at 1 to 2 percent com-
pared to what we have seen in
other areas. I don’t think it is
mandatory to test all employ-
ees. A screening questionnaire
should suffice. If testing is
something you need, there is
tremendous capability avail-
able.”

Mitchell ended the meeting
by thanking all those who took
time from their busy sched-
ules to participate. Upcoming
virtual general membership
meetings will focus on educa-
tion, aerospace and small busi-
ness. Links to YouTube videos
of the meetings can be found
posted on BAHEP’s Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/
Bay AreaHoustonEcon.

Currently, the Houston Public Library is focusing on providing electronic resources, books,
audiobooks, databases for research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information
for any resident of Texas with a temporary library card. The way an interested resident can get a
library card is to visit the website at www.houstonlibrary.org, scroll down onto the Home Page,
and find the heading Here’s What’s Happening. Under that heading, there will be three cards. The
middle one is Free Resources for All. Click on the card which will go to the page that lists the
digital resources available and a link to obtain a temporary card.

Also, under the heading Here’s What’s Happening, look for the first card on the left, click on the
heading titled Online Resources for Kids. One of the programs listed is Virtual Storytime. This is
provided every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes can be found
on Facebook by searching Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual program is
Craft. Soon there will be STEM programs.

The HPL updated app is much more user-friendly than before. On the very first page, there is a
link to Tumblebooks, which has many picture books that are animated read-alongs for children.

Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services remain available 24/7
with a MY Link Library Card at www.houstonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-audiobooks,
streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Until further
notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and check-out.
HPL has a robust collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog to determine if
a previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading

the e-book or audio book are also on the site.
All due dates for existing borrowed materials will be extended through the closure period. Until
further notice, no new late fees and fines will be assessed during the closure period, retroactive to

March 14, 2020.

Visit the City of Houston’s Emergency Operations Center website at https://houstonemergency.
org/covid19 or call 832-393-4220 for more meant to slow the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the
number of people infected. For additional information, visit: www.houstonlibrary.org.

Visit the City of Houston’s Emergency Operations Center at https://houstonemergency.
org/covid19 or call 832-393-4220 for information to slow the spread of COVID-19 and
reduce the number of people infected. Visit www.houstonlibrary.org for details. See related

story on Page 1.

Parker Williams Library

The notice on the Parker Williams Library website reads, “In accordance with Harris County’s
efforts to stop the spread of the Coronavirus, all Harris County Public Library branches will remain
closed to the public at this time. Book drops opened Monday, May 4; however, no late fees will
be charged during the closure. Public safety is our top priority. We will provide service updates as
they are developed. Follow @harriscountypl on Facebook or Twitter for updated information.”

The library will continue to offer the library services:

— Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net

— Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube

— Check an account to renew loans or request books

— Download e-Books, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive

— Stream classic films, indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy

— Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive

— Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks

— Ask us a question by phone or email

— Get book recommendations

— Register for a library card online.”
Frequently Asked Questions (and answers) during Parker William library closure
“Question: I had holds ready for pickup when the library closed. Will I lose my place in the
queue and have to place another hold?
Answer: No. Holds will be at the branch when it reopens to the public. In addition, new holds
can be placed online during the closure and they will be processed when libraries reopen.
Question: I have books due. What should I do?
Answer: Stay safe. Hold onto all items until libraries reopen. No late fees will be assessed
during the time libraries are not open to the public. All due dates have been extended to May 1.
Book drops will be locked. Do not try to return items to the library. Do not leave items outside the

library.

Question: I don’t have an HCPL Library Card but would like to download e-Books and stream

movies. Can I get one?

Answer: Yes. Apply for an HCPL iKnow Digital Access Card on the website, then visit the
Digital Media page, to learn how to start reading and streaming. The checkout period is 14 days
with up two renewals. See Borrowing FAQ on the website for complete details.

Question: Can I place an Interlibrary Loan request during the time that the library is closed?

Answer: The Interlibrary Loan service has been suspended. We cannot take ILL requests until

libraries reopen.

Question: I have books I want to donate. Can I drop them off at the library?
Answer: Do not bring book donations to branch libraries. Hold onto them until the library
resumes full services.” For additional information, visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-wil-

liams-branch-library.

Leader checks out
social media

By Natalie Abarca

A member of The Official
South Belt & Sagemont Area
Crime Alert Facebook group
shared a video and photos of
a person driving off in a black
Dodge Ram after breaking
into a vehicle. The incident
happened May 1 at 4 p.m.
on Scarsdale at Beamer. The
member was at work and no-
ticed someone broke into the
vehicle. They are asking if

anyone has any informationon cure the house. The address is bet 110811 HayB'l:‘dl;h "
who drives that Dodge Ram, 11402 Sagedowne Lane. The ¢ W stikescatholiocom. )
without any license plates. member reports that forward-
On the same page, amem- ing complaints to the HOA Saturd LITURGY SCHEDU\I/..E'I 5:30
ber shared a post from the would be appreciated in hopes aturcay i I.gl . p-m.
. . Sunday 7:30,9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Nextdoor app Sunday, May that action will be taken and ! =
. . Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
3, that a young man knocked the police will be called more .
on a resident’s door in a pan- frequently for night patrols in Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9a.m.
ic asking to call 911. The the area. Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

young man was with friends
who took him to an aban-
doned house across the street
from the resident’s house. The
young man was held at gun-
point by three masked boys.
They took his car, phone, jew-
elry, wallet and a registered
gun he had inside his vehicle.

The member helped him file
a police report and found a
number for his parents to pick
him up. The member states the
house has been abandoned for
years and teenagers contin-
ue to enter it frequently with
school being out. The member
also states that they have con-
tacted the HOA, hoping to get
neighbors to file complaints.
The member also wants to
get the property owner to se-

A member of People of
South Belt Facebook group
posted surveillance videos of
two suspects stealing license
plates from a vehicle. The in-
cident happened early morn-
ing Friday, May 1. The post
was shared on other Facebook
groups.

Deaths

Carol Marie
Lowry

Carol Marie Lowry, 84,
died April 14, 2020.

She was born Oct. 9, 1935,
to Lenn and Vada Post in II-
linois, and was raised in Fort
Smith, Ark. Her siblings are

John Post, “Junior” Post,
Martha Metz, Frank Post,
Ann Roberts, George Post,
Bobby Don Post and Rowena
Robison.

Throughout her life Carol
loved animals and nature, in-
cluding her childhood black
horse “Danzy.” She enjoyed
gardening and seeing beau-
ty in nature, whether birds,
flowers or squirrels.

Carol met her husband
Don and the couple moved to
Houston, where they started
a family. They raised three
girls who gave them four
grandsons, giving them half
a baseball team for which to
root. Carol loved her chil-
dren and grandchildren dear-
ly and was active throughout
their lives, always supporting
their adventures. “Nonnie” or
“mamaw,” as she was known
to her grandsons, loved to
cook for her family and
would whip up chicken and
dumplings on a moment’s
notice.

Carol was preceded in
death by her mother and fa-
ther; siblings John Post, Ju-
nior Post, Martha Metz and
Frank Post; and great-grand-
son Will Malek.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 67 years Don Lowry
of Houston; daughters Don-
na Lowry of Houston, Gail
Drager and husband Barry
of Houston, Sharon Brown
and husband Larry of Friend-
swood; grandchildren Da-
rin Malek and wife Alli of
Montgomery, Jason Brown
and wife Toyah of Austin,
Lonnie Malek and wife Anna
of Burleson, Texas, and Jake
Brown and wife Krissy of
Friendswood;  great-grand-
children Kate Malek, Luke
Malek, Annie Brown, Landon
Malek and Logan Malek; and
siblings Ann Roberts, George
Post, Bobby Don Post and
Rowena Robison.

The visitation and funer-
al service was held Saturday
April 18, at Niday Funeral
Home.

Interment followed at For-
est Lawn Cemetery.

UHCL
continuing
ed goes live

University of Houston
Clear Lake’s Friday Morning
Continuing Education pro-
grams are transitioning online
and going live Friday, May
8, at 9:30 a.m. with Dr. Bill
Powers, UH-Clear Lake’s pro-
fessor of history. Powers will
be speaking about VE Day via
Zoom, a video/audio confer-
encing online program.

Additional information
about a Friday Morning Con-
tinuing Education Virtual
Happy Hour, will be held Fri-
day, May 15, at 4 p.m. featur-
ing Jennifer Lehnert, who will
discuss art critiquing.

For more information,
email Christine Paul at paul@
uhcl.edu.

Harry G.

Harry G. Morgan, long-
time Pasadena ISD employee,

died April 21. He was born
on Oct. 4, 1925, in the town
of West, Texas, where he lived
until 1943. He was the eldest
of three children born to Harry
and Hazel Morgan. He gradu-
ated from West High School
and went to Texas A&M Uni-
versity and the University of
Houston where he earned his
bachelor's and master’s de-
grees in education.

Harry was a member of
Shaw Street Church of Christ
and a longtime member of the
Optimist Club in Pasadena. He
served in the Air Force from
1943 to 1945 during World

War II and attained the rank of
sergeant, receiving the Purple
Heart.

After the Air Force and col-
lege education, Harry moved
to Pasadena where he began
his career as a teacher, coach
and assistant athletic super-
intendent for the Pasadena
Independent School District.
He retired in 1989 after serv-
ing 40 years. Upon retire-
ment, he lived in Pasadena and
Pearland. He married Glenna
Shelton in 2006 in Pasadena.

Harry modeled a hard-
working, trustworthy, proud,
goal-oriented and tenacious
life. One of the most important
events in his life was attaining
his master of education degree
from the University of Hous-
ton. His favorite hobbies and
activities included hunting,
golf and fishing.

Harry was preceded in
death by his second wife Hel-
en Cobb; his parents; and his
sisters Helen Graves and Eliz-
abeth McGee. He is survived
by his wife; sons Glenn and
Greg Morgan; granddaugh-
ter Brandy Norwood; grand-
sons Chris Morgan and Hollis
Morgan; great-granddaughters
Bailey Kay Morgan, Bailey
Lynn and Kayla Morgan; and
great-grandson  Tyler Nor-
wood.

Leader takes precautions

The South Belt-Ellington Leader is using a closed-door pol-
icy and asks the public to refrain from office visits.

Residents are asked to direct inquiries to 281-481-5656 or
email mynews @southbeltleader.com.

South Belt %

Graphics
& Printing

One stop for all your wedding needs:

* Invitations * Reception Cards
* Response Cards
* Thank You Notes
* Matchbooks
* Scrolls * Napkins

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337

State Farm® offers more discounts to
more drivers.

Get to a better State’.

Get State Farm.

CALL ME TODAY.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East ® Houston, TX 77089
Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com
M,T, W, Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am
After Hours by Appointment

StateFarm

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

1201159

Church Directory

[ Attend the church of your choice
\§

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jnon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816
Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

New Covenant
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our
Day Care Facilities
Register Now! 281-481-2003

Bill & Cheryl Hines

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School * 8:00 a.m. Prayer Meeting ¢ 7:00 p.m.
Worship Service * 9:00 am.  Mid-Week Service * 7:45 p.m.

Nursery Available at all Services
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Coronavirus pandemic means 2020 athletic teams will play ‘“what if”’ game

It's become popular of late
for sports fans and even sports
professionals to take part in
video game action in an effort
to predict the outcome of var-
ious sporting events had they

been played out instead of
canceled.

Doesn't do much good to
perform those types of exer-
cises at the college and high
school level locally, but there is

no shortage of programs or in-
dividuals who have been left to
wonder what might have been.

There is no top nor bottom
of the list, but the six-time
District 22-6A champion var-

sity boys' soccer team from
Dobie would have loved to
have entered postseason as a
No. 1 seed and been allowed
to see where that might have
taken them.

This is a program that has
advanced to at least the sec-
ond round of the postseason
in each of the previous five
postseasons, and 2020 didn't
figure to be any different.

JFED’s

Eight goals and nine assists had Dobie senior and co-team captain
Imanol Pena as Dobie’s leading scorer this season on the varsity soc-
cer field, and he went on to win District 22-6A Most Valuable Player
honors. In 2019, Pena had been the 22-6A Newcomer of the Year. See
Dobie’s all-district picks on Page 5.

Pena MVP; Acosta top keeper

Allowing just 10 goals, the Longhorns’ Eris Acosta was the clear
choice for the 2020 Goalkeeper of the Year in 22-6A as he continued
to build upon a standout varsity boys’ soccer career.

364A FM 1959

DIXIE DELI
Pany SeeciaL - $5.99

6~ Po-Bov, Cuirs & DrINK

281-484-3083

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

(between 1-45 & Hwy 3)

USA KARATE

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

ot

11101 Resource Pkwy.

Houston, TX 77089
281-484-9006

COME LEARN:

BBB Accredited Business
Call USA KARATE for details

* RESPECT

* FOCUS

* CONFIDENCE
* DISCIPLINE

* AND MORE

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006

We have space available at each location

As it stands, the Longhorns
will set the program record
with just one loss all season,
that coming in a meaning-
less nondistrict game against
MacArthur.

Senior Imanol Pena was
named the District 22-6A
Most Valuable Player, no vid-
eo game needed for that, and
sophomore Eris Acosta was
the Goalkeeper of the Year,
yet Pena and seven other se-
niors wanted more.

Likewise, the Clear Brook
varsity boys' soccer program
broke through and reached
the playoffs for the first time
in four seasons, yet didn't get
to test their postseason mettle,
either.

Still in contention for a
possible No. 2 seed, maybe
the Wolverines would've won
a playoff match for the first
time in more than a decade.
No video game could have de-
cided that.

Stacked with three stand-
out senior pitchers, a three-
year starting catcher and other
key contributors, the Dobie
varsity baseball team ran out
to a 9-2-1 in nondistrict play
and for sure eyed another
playoff berth after beating 21-
6A champion La Porte a sea-
son ago.

Instead, those seniors had
their prep careers cut short,
with four-year starting pitch-
er Daniel Garza among those
signed to play collegiately, he
to the University of Texas at
San Antonio.

With 22-6A play set to
begin at the break, the Long-
horns figured to face plenty of
competition from a Kingwood
squad that boasts possible
MLB draft pick Masyn Wynn
as well as an Atascocita team
that had already beaten King-
wood just before the stoppage.

But with the senior pitch-
ing trio of Garza, Alan Lo-
pez Jr. and Dom Martinez all
throwing very well through
nondistrict play, the Long-
horns figured to be able to

Little League World Series canceled

No one wants to be the
person identified as he or
she who canceled the 2020
Little League season, but it's
increasingly clear that the de-
cision will come.

Little League Interna-
tional has announced that
the worldwide renown Little
League World Series held an-
nually in Williamsport, Pa.,
will not take place.

Similar events in a total
of six age groups have been
canceled in all, seemingly
bringing hopes of an eventual
start to the youth season, yet
Little League has stopped
short of that.

Little League Internation-
al has yet to end or extend a
recommendation of halting
play until May 11. And of-
ficials have also remained
open to the idea of some na-
tionwide leagues beginning
to play based on local stipu-
lations.

But the closest conclusion
to reality remains a cancella-
tion of play altogether. In the
case of the Sagemont-Bev-
erly Hills Little League, that
would mean the coronavirus
pandemic ended play even

TEXAN BANKIS A
SBA APPROVED

LENDER

CALL US TODAY TO APPLY FOR THE
PAYCHECK PROTECTION

PROGRAM

Bi TEXAN BANK

BANKING TO THE N™ DEGREE.

Houston ¢ Friendswood * Clear Lake

before it began.

At present, it's difficult to
imagine being able to allow
for players and coaches hav-
ing enough days remaining

on the calendar to properly
prepare. And then there is the
ever-present issue of social
distancing.

Sadly, the complete can-

cellation announcement is
likely coming, whether it be
days or weeks. Perhaps Lit-
tle League International will
soon do what is necessary.

UIL looks to Breithaupt
as 2020-2021 decisions loom

With an eye toward big
decisions that will ultimate-
ly have to be made later this
summer, the University In-
terscholastic League will rely
heavily on Dr. Charles Breit-
haupt, executive director of
the state's public school extra-
curricular activities governing
body.

The remainder of extra-
curricular activities, including
athletics, have been canceled
for 2019-2020. That much is
known.

Now, the focus is pre-
season preparation, presea-
son and in-season action for
2020-2021, specifically the
sports of football, volleyball,
cross-country and team ten-
nis.

With seemingly no con-
crete answers, i.e., dates,
where it relates to a safe re-
turn to normal activities of
any kind, the 2020-2021 fall
season may indeed include
delays. If so, the UIL has stat-
ed that Breithaupt will have a

Conner chooses
Fort Scott T& F

BUII'D. THE

FQORY
TRAGK. S TP

big say.

For his part, Breithaupt has
stated that he will carefully
monitor the ongoings of pro-
fessional sports leagues and
organizations such as major
league baseball, the PGA and
LPGA golf tours, the national
football league and others.

As long as these organiza-
tions remain sidelined due to
the coronavirus pandemic, so
too will high school athletics.

Fall high school athletics
typically see preseason prepa-
ration from late July to the
first week of August.

While this is early May,
it's unfortunately not too ear-
ly to consider whether delays
might be needed.

One detail seems clear. If
there is no regularly sched-
uled start to the 2020-2021
academic year, then athletics
will not start on time.

At present, social distanc-
ing seems to be a key deter-
mining factor in the entire
athletics landscape.

Simply put, until the time
comes when it is deemed safe
to gather in larger, "team" set-
tings, athletics are likely to
remain on hold.

compete with anybody in the
22-6A ranks.

Ditto for the Lady Long-
horns' varsity softball team.
Despite losing 22-6A Most
Valuable Player Taylor Pleas-

2019 run to the regional quar-
terfinals, the 2020 squad had
not missed a beat in racing out
to a 5-1 start in league play.
There was a long way to go
in the district race-10 games-

chance to face rival Memori-
al.

But this team was headed
to the playoffs. There is no
video game outcome needed
for that. Dobie used the mo-

ants to graduation following a as Dobie had not even had the

3 gy

Dobie varsity softball pitcher Jessica De La Cerda helped
get the Lady Longhorns to the regional quarterfinals in
2019. Now a senior, De La Cerda and her teammates will
forever be left to consider what might have been.

Photo by Jade Wise

mentum of winning a three-
way playoff and the No. 2
playoff seeding a season ago
to reach the regional quarter-
finals.

What would have played
out this season won't be
known, but it would have
been fun to find out.

Camryn Dickson of Clear
Brook appeared to be in mid-
season form as she eyed a
return to the state track and
field meet in the 100 and
possibly the 200. As a fresh-
man last season, Dickson was
eighth at state in the 100.

Just a sophomore, Dick-
son will have other chances,
but nothing can bring back
2020. True, she faced a tough
Region III field of compet-
itors en route to a possible
state return, but would she
have done it?

Elsewhere, there were
plenty of athletes and teams
that perhaps weren't headed
for postseason success, but
that matters little. No video
game can bring back the op-
portunities, real or otherwise.

Thanks a lot, coronavirus.

Celebrating Our 38" Year1

Our Burgers are the Original
“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

281-481-1491

Special Hours 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
I Dine in, Drive thru, Phone orders or Delivery I

2 Hamburgers

2 Fries

281-481-1491
L I .

ENTIRE MENU SERVED ALL DAY
Brown Bag Special

$9.99

10606 Fuqua
- -

Sold § Team

281-464-SOLD
More Buyers.
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
The Market Is Still

Sandra Yandell

Broker Associate
Aemay

\ 4

Strong-And So Are We!

Laura Yandell $

Sales Associate

w7 LIKE LIS ON

Realty &L facebook

y 281-464-SOLD (7653
op 28146 7659

|

8] *NEW! Villa Verda - Raayiiful 44553

M YS comer lot! Soaring $

0 ceilings, den with fircsg,l.i-.p..allﬂing, fresn paint in and out! #ROM

$ *NEW! Riverstone Ran'S
vy room, granite counter tops, new =2

Segsiiful 4-2.
A% B e5h paint! #RIV $

5-2, formal dining, game $

] xPearland - Gorgeous 5-3.5-2 off Pearland Parkway! Game room, Media
b room, study! Two story fireplace, curved staircase and Juliet balcony! b

vy Covered patio! #CSC

v xAshley Pointe - Gorgeous A Pats

=X home in
v over-sized lot, upgrades galore,s..

gated section! 5-3.5-3 on g

The Works
Includes

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
* Underbody Rinse

o Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

o Clear Coat Protectant

- —n ] B
Kwik -Kar.
CARWASH

Now HiriNG CasHIERs, CAR Wash NOW available!!

PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS

No need to wait
shuttle service

10

**shuttle service

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

* Rain-Guard

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

o Clear Coat Protectant

Includes “Express
Exterior” Plus
o Tri-Color Wax

o Wheel Cleaning
(In Tunnel)

°35

*Monthly

*MonNTHLY UNLIMITED WaAsH PLans (Per VEHICLE)

DETAIL & HANDWASH SERVICES
www.islandbreezecarwash.com
Off Auto

Alignment

With coupon only. No reproductions.
Not valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

V(\)I?ilhvilf‘;aél?:l]ilé (Between 1-45 & Beamer)
radius** 281 -484-5945

‘29

° Underbody Rinse  *yonthly

il Mechanic

On Duty

(

ISLAND BREEZE

Express
Exterior

* Wash
« High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

Clear Brook High School Class of 2020 senior Keaira
Conner has announced that she will continue her ed-
ucation and track and field career at Fort Scott Com-
munity College in Kansas. Conner, a four-year varsity
track and field standout at Clear Brook, is set to join a
Greyhounds program that is part of Region VI within
the National Junior College Athletic Association.

Sugar Land ¢ River Oaks

(281) 276-1800

WWW. TEXANBANK.COM

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)

© Install New Oil Filter © Check &Fill Transmission Fluid * Check & Fill Windshield Washer

* Complete Chassis Lube o Check Air Pressure in all Tires o Vacuum Interior

o Check Brake Fluid o Check Gear Boxes o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter o Check Belts

o Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.  Check Battery Fluid  Check Breather Element  Check Wiper Blades
Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Qil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/29/20.

$29.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash

* Check PCV Valve

 Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER




Page 4, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, May 7, 2020

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words
- $10 for 1 week * 3 Weeks - $27

LEADER READERS

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words
- $10 for 1 week » 3 Weeks - $27

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR.
South Belt Area. Free
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal
with a Technician, Not a
Salesman. Call Harry
713-991-1355. 5-14

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Beseler 23C
Photographic Enlarger
with the following acces-
sories including roll-
around cart. 1 - electric
light timer, 4 - small vac-
uum hooks, 7 - large vac-
uum hooks, 1 - thermom-
eter in black tube, 1 - “C”
paper grabber, 10 - paper
clamps, 1 - glass pane 8”
X 117, 1 - black marking-
pen and 1 - plastic fun-
nel. Inside black plastic
box: 8.5” X 11” paper
storage, 1 - yellow elec-

Support

HELP WANTED

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs
and LVNss. If you want to work in a
dynamic and fulfilling team
environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

Lt the Seadsr /;5[/2
with your ac[a&’zﬁiéﬁg.

281-481-5656

We offer competitive pay rates
and benefits.

Please stop by and complete an
application at 5020 Space Center
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800

LAWN & GARDEN

tric bulb (safelight), 1 -
lens cover, 4 - various
size paper holders, 2 -
Beseler negative carriers
35mm and 23C. $150.
Please call 281-485-
5114. 5-14

Houses, driveways, side-
walks, boats, etc.
PRESSURE WASHING.
All your exterior cleaning
needs. Free estimates.
Call 832-425-9404. 5-14

SERVICES

PRESSURE WASHING!
Free Estimates. Call
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 5-22

RVM  PAINTING &
REMODELING. Painting
interior/exterior, wood
fences, pressure wash-
ing, clean gutters and
wash windows. Com-
mercial/Residential. Free
Estimates. 832-406-0183
www.rvmpainting.com
5-14

REMEMBER

e STAY HOME

* WASH YOUR
HANDS and

e PRACTICE
SOCIAL
DISTANCING

“Stay safe and well!”
-South Belt Leader staff

“ADRIANS™
REESERUICES, g

713-501-0184

LICENSED, INSURED,
AFFORDABLE

© FREE ESTIMATES

Professional Trimming,

Shaping, Removal

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal « Tree Topping * Trimming
+ Thinning Out « Elevating * Stump Grinding
e Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates
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Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?
Let us help you!

Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader’s weekly
HELP WANTED section!

281-481-5656
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Houston public libraries will
remain closed until end of May

Continued from Page 1
Aug. 1, 2020. Visit www.
houstonlibrary.org/my-
link-library-card-regis
tration.

“This unprecedented mo-
ment in our history requires
that we intentionally put
first the health and safety of
our staff members, families,
friends and neighbors,” said
Dr. Rhea Brown Lawson, li-
brary director.

“To that end, at the di-
rection of our mayor and
advice of city public health
officials, the Houston Public
Library will remain closed
to the public at least through
May. Please stay safe, and
stay tuned for updates re-
garding the status of the li-

brary.”

HPL’s virtual program-
ming includes storytime
every Monday, Wednes-

day and Friday at 11 am on
Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/houstonli
brary/. First Chapter pod-
casts of teen and ’tween
books at https://anchor.fm/
houston-library. The library
will be adding additional
content including craft and
STEM videos, book chats,
book clubs, Living English
Lessons and more.

Residents can also vir-
tually visit the historic Ju-
lia Ideson Building that
houses the Houston Metro-
politan Research Center at
http://houstonlibrary.org/re
search/special-collections/
houston-metropolitan-re
search-center, access his-
toric pictures, oral histories
and more through the Hous-
ton Area Digital Archives
at https://digital.houston
library.org/.  Researching
family history is still pos-
sible online through the
Clayton Library Center for
Genealogical Research Cen-
ter and through access to
Ancestry.com, which is pro-
vided for customers remote-
ly through the end of May
at www.houstonlibrary.org/
research/resources-by-cate
gory/234.

Brainfuse is a great re-
source for many parents
helping with schoolwork.
Customers can get live
homework help with a tutor,
build skills, receive writing
assistance and more. Brain-
fuse is available 24/7 for
grades kindergarten through
college. This is especial-
ly exciting news for par-
ents helping their kids with

is working from home. In
addition, Brainfuse has
tools for adults that include
career resources, resume
help, practice tests, live job
coaching, ESL and more

VOLUNTEERS
SOUGHT

at http://houstonlibrary. Y
org/learn-explore/online-re
sources-kids.

If customers need help
with any HPL resource,
they can call 832-393-1313
and get assistance Monday
through Friday, 10 a.m. —
5 p.m. or send a message
through Email Reference at
https://houstonlibrary.org/
email-reference.  Custom-
ers will receive a response
within 48 to 72 hours.

Bracewell Wi-Fi

While the Bracewell
Branch Library remains
closed, it’s Wi-Fi service is
still available for residents
to utilize.

If a customer has a de-
vice, such as a phone, lap-
top or tablet but no Wi-Fi,
they can come to the library
and gain access by standing/
sitting within 6 feet of the
building. There is no need
for a password. All one
needs to do is go to Settings,
then Network and Internet,
Wi-Fi, and then connect to
HPL - Public. \_

Southeast VFD needs you!

We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS
Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving
record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at
7PM at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd. If you have no, or very
limited training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon
acceptance. If you have any previous fire or EMS training, (Fire Department,
Forest Service, Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You
can visit our website: www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an
application package and see some of the activities that we participate in year-
ly. Please come to one of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and
join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and
needed part of our growing community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!
Your community needs you!
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Looking
to sell
or lease
your home?
Let us
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Place an
ad in the
South
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Beamer
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481-5656

homework while everyone

CALENDAR

Due to the current novel coronavirus pandemic, it is
advisable to verify if meetings are still being held prior
to attending. Since Gov. Greg Abbott has initiated
Strike Force for the reopening of Texas some groups
have resumed their meetings.
THURSDAY, MAY 7

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/ For information, call 713-686-
6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Women’s Group, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland,
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For additional
information, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

FRIDAY, MAY 8

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 or visit https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom —Due to the current
health situation, all in-person synagogue events are can-
celed. The synagogue is closed until further notice. All ser-
vices will be performed online. Join the Friday night service
at 7 p.m. or the Saturday Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. service on
a computer, tablet or smartphone by using the GoToMeet-
ing app and accessing the link https://www.gotomeet.me/
cshonline with the access code 471-821-285. For those
who don’t have a computer, services may be accessed
by calling (+1)-571-317-3122. For members who wish to
download a copy of the prayer book for the online service,
visit  https://www.shaarhashalom.org/prayer-book-for-on-
line-service.html.
7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland,
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
SATURDAY, MAY 9
7:30 a.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — “Breakfast with Bill,” Saturdays,

7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
9:30 a.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom —-Due to the current
health situation, all in-person synagogue events are can-
celed. The synagogue is closed until further notice. All ser-
vices will be performed online. Join the Friday night service
at 7 p.m. or the Saturday Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. service on
a computer, tablet or smartphone by using the GoToMeet-
ing app and accessing the link https://www.gotomeet.me/
cshonline with the access code 471-821-285. For those
who don’t have a computer, services may be accessed
by calling (+1)-571-317-3122. For members who wish to
download a copy of the prayer book for the online service,
visit  https://www.shaarhashalom.org/prayer-book-for-on-
line-service.html.
11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) — For women
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena,
Cornell Conference room #111. 713-686-6300 (24/7) or
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — meeting at CrossRoads UMC
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m.,
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://
aahouston.org/meetings/.
MONDAY, MAY 11
10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park — Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 409-
454-5720 for details.
11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park — 11:30 a.m. Literature
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back.
Call 409-454-5720 for additional information, or drop in.
Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/ For additional information, call
713-686-6300.
6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters — The Young Professionals Southeast
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! Meeting
is Mondays, 6:30 — 7:30 p.m., at the website, https://
youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com/.Young
Professionals SE Toastmasters Club is committed to its

member’s safety during this National Emergency and will
conduct virtual meetings every Monday (except holidays),
effective 3/16/2020, to ensure its members continue their
journey to becoming confident communicators and lead-
ers. To be a guest at the virtual meeting, select the “contact
us” button on our home page menu (www.youngprofes
sionalstoastmasters.com) to obtain access to our virtual
meeting platform. For information, call Karen Nunn at 832-
722-9061 or Carolyn Carmichael at 832-372-3565.

7 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) — #0683 Friendswood
chapter meets at the Friendswood Methodist Church, 110
N. Friendswood Dr. in the educational bldg, room 201. For
information, call Lynette Ringrose 832-858-4617 or
Dorothy Pourteau 713-875-8820.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland,
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Saint Luke’s 12 Step
Recovery open meeting Mondays, 7:30 p.m. in the educa-
tion bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call Jesse at
832-725-8479 or Rita at 281-309-2801.
TUESDAY, MAY 12

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday,
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/ For details, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518),
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For
additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday,
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/ For additional information, call

713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518),
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention — Call 281-
286-2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic
violence/sexual abuse support group for women. Visit
www.bayareaturningpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — meeting at CrossRoads UMC
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m.,
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For additional information, call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

THURSDAY, MAY 14

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse - Second
Thursday of the month, 9:30 a.m., Praise Chapel, 18516
Hwy. 3 in Webster. The public is welcome and encouraged
to bring others. For details, call 281-910-1971 or visit
aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m.

ABWA - Southeast Express Network - American
Business Women’s Association-South will have a virtual
meeting Thursday, May 14, welcoming Joanne Ericksen,
an experienced attorney, for a presentation on Employee
Law. All attendees must preregister. RSVP at https://www.
facebook.comevents/849023302250286 and the Zoom
address is https://usO2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEqf-uorz8uGdcdqlLqySQFW9CB5-Q3iEnm_ After regis-
tering, confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting will be sent. Visit www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/ For additional information, call
713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Women’s Group, open
meeting at 7 p.m., at 2930 E. Broadway (FM-518),
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For
additional information or for virtual meetings, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
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Alana Ortega, a 2019 Dobie graduate and solid contributor to the
Lady Longhorns’ softball program, turned in an all-conference
worthy freshman season at Southwestern Assemblies of God Uni-
versity before play was stopped. Ortega hit .317 with eight runs

o

Dobie grad Ortega lands all-conference softball

Conference.

scored and seven runs driven in, all go
and she also had 19 hits. Her play subsequently earned Ortega
honorable mention all conference status within the Sooner Athletic

od for second on the team

Dobie soccer duo

=
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Dobie varsity boys’ soccer seniors Anthony Nery (left)
and Jonathan Mendez will join the Paul Quinn College
program in Dallas this fall. Mendez had three goals
and was second on the Dobie team with eight assists,
while Nery turned in seven goals and seven assists both

eaded to

helping the program to the 22-6A championship with
a 13-0-1 record. Paul Quinn College is a National As-
sociation of Intercollegiate Athletics division I program
that competes in men’s soccer in the Red River Athletic

Conference.

Paul Quinn

Incoming freshmen to face the unfamiliar

While each and every stu-
dent certainly faces a first-of-
a-lifetime adjustment regard-
less of grade to be entered
or institution to be attended
entering the 2020-2021 ac-
ademic year, there's little
doubt incoming freshman
high school athletes will be
challenged.

When the intermedi-
ate track and field season
brought an end to athletics at
the 10 Pasadena ISD schools,
athletes no doubt expected to
- per normal procedure - at
least have the chance to meet
some of their future high
school coaches this spring.

For the most part, those
chances did not come as
school came to a premature
end more than two months
earlier than expected.

While there is still time,
incoming freshmen might
also miss out on being able
to take part in summer camp
environments, typically de-
signed to help them get ac-
quainted with coaches and
expectations entering the cru-
cial first year of high school.

Young student-athletes al-
ways have the built-in advan-
tage of being able to adjust
on the fly, but the coronavirus
pandemic doesn't figure to
make 2020-2021 easy.

Students all over the coun-
try, Clear Brook and Dobie
included, could very well be
walking into unfamiliar terri-
tory come August, or perhaps
even later.

At Clear Brook where
football is concerned, first-
year varsity football head

coach John Towels III will
be instituting new schemes in
all phases of the game, which
shouldn't matter to freshmen
who don't know any different.

Similarly, meeting some
new coaches won't be an is-
sue, either, as that is par for
the course while shifting
from intermediate to high
school.

The key at Brook will be
that everybody, regardless of
level of play, skill level or
grade class, will be learning
on the fly without the benefit
of spring workouts, in-person
casual chats, etc.

The challenges figure to
be much the same at Dobie,
yet head coach Kevin Ber-
neathy, entering his third
varsity football season, has
a proven system in place, the

vast majority of players and
coaches understand it, and
the biggest concern when ac-
tivities resume is getting up
to speed in a hurry.

The same goes for incom-
ing seventh-grade students
looking to play volleyball or
football for the first time in
school play.

It's going to seem new, and
it's going to be unfamiliar.
Just roll with it.

Soutl Belt
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all
your printing needs.

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337

The ninth annual Darren
Lajaunie Memorial Tennis
Tournament is scheduled for
June 26-28 at the Harry Tay-
lor Tennis Center in Pasadena.

Up to this point, tourna-
ment organizers, including
event founder Camille Lajau-
nie, have had to work around
the shutdown caused by the
pandemic as the original
dates were May 1-3.

Despite the scheduling
issues, the tournament com-
mittee has awarded academic
scholarships to six deserving
class of 2020 seniors from
Dobie High School.

Two more sophomores
from First Baptist Christian
Academy also were honored.

Lajaunie tennis
set for June 26-28

For additional details, see
Page 5, April 30, Leader is-
sue.

Tournament  registration
details will come soon, and
scholarship donation, used
racket donation and other
tournament-related  efforts
are ongoing. Visit the tour-
nament's Facebook page
at Darren Lajaunie Tennis
Scholarships for more de-
tails.

Darren Lajaunie grad-
uated from Dobie, where
he played tennis. He and
his family, including wife
Camille and son Andrew,
played tennis in the Bay
Area before Darren's can-
cer-related death.

questions.

A season to remember
for sure, yet a season that
will forever come with

After winning a Pasade-
na ISD first-ever of a sixth

district championship, just
how far would the 2020
Dobie varsity boys’ soccer
team advanced in the 2020
postseason?

Regional power Alief

Elsik was no doubt the
prohibitive favorite to win
the Region III crown in
Deer Park, but yet surely
Dobie, in its own right a
Region III past title hold-

er, would have had some-
thing to say about that.
Those questions will
never be answered thanks
to the coronavirus pan-
demic, but what can nev-

Jonathan Mendez elevated his game in a big way in 2020,
contributing in a variety of ways to the Longhorns’ title
push as he was a first-team all district pick. He will play
at Paul Quinn College in Dallas this fall.

At YRNS
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Four-year varsity standout Eli Donaho made a position
change this season that helped lead to the Longhorns

surrendering just 10 goals in 22-6A action. The co-cap-
tain was an easy choice as a first team all district player.

/2

pres

Adrian Garcia, a member of Dobie’s Region III cham-

pionship squad, wound up his career with three straight
District 22-6A first-team nominations as a defender and
was, therefore, part of four league title teams. He was

also a co-captain in 2020.

Senior forward Anthony Nery burst on the scene in 20
with seven goals and seven assist, landing an opportuni-
ty to play at Paul Quinn College this fall and scoring a
District 22-6A first-team nomination.

er be taken away is the
Longhorns’ dominance in
District 22-6A action yet

again.
Kingwood, Humble,
Memorial and  others

brought their A games, but
it wasn’t enough.

At 13-0-1 in league
play, the Longhorns se-
cured that sixth straight
district title with still two
regular season matches to
play.

Dobie has gone unbeat-
en in District 22-6A action
now three times during its
string of six crowns, but
it can certainly be argued
that the 2020 run was the
most dominant of them all.

No offense to the three
players who currently
have plans to compete col-
legiately next season, but
this Dobie team was large-
ly devoid of superstars.
Instead, Dobie got it done
with a true team effort.

Senior and one of the
Longhorns’ three team
captains, Imanol Pena
stood tallest at season’s
end, winning Most Valu-
able Player honors in Dis-
trict 22-6A after leading
his team in scoring with
eight goals and nine assists
for 25 points.

Pena had been the 22-
6A Newcomer of the Year

Unbeaten league champion Dobie rules
District 22-6A boys’ soccer nominations

in 2019 as a junior.

Sophomore Eris Acos-
ta, while no doubt play-
ing behind a stout defense,
allowed a league low 10
goals in 22-6A action en
route to Goalkeeper of the
Year honors.

Five other Dobie play-
ers, including defender
Jonathan Mendez, mid-
fielders Eli Donaho and
Adrian Garcia, as well as
forwards Issac Cortez and
Anthony Nery, were also
named to the District 22-
6A first team.

Garcia was three times
a District 22-6A first-team
midfielder, while Donano
was a first teamer twice.

Both players were on
the roster as freshmen
when the Longhorns won
the 2017 Region IIT cham-
pionship and played in the
state semifinals.

The Longhorns’ second
team all district selections
for 2020 included senior
Oscar Beltran, juniors Os-
car Medrano, Alan Lopez
and Jean Arreguin as well
as sophomore Jonathan
Torrez.

Three other Dobie play-
ers, senior Julio Marti-
nez, junior Max Parra and
freshman Daniel Blanco,
achieved honorable men-
tion status.

With the Longhorns

in search of young players to step

up in 2020, forward Isaac Cortez did just that on his
way to being named a District 22-6A first-teamer. He
will head into 2021 as one of Dobie’s key returnees on

offense.

NJCAA sets national championship locales

Poised to have a very tal-
ented roster in 2021, the San
Jacinto College softball pro-
gram will certainly be aim-
ing to reach the National
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation's Division I World
Series.

If the Coyotes do so,
they'll be headed to Ari-
zona Western College in
Yuma, Ariz., which has been
awarded the DI World Series
for both 2021 and 2022.

The NJCAA has also an-
nounced that the entire se-
ries will now be contested on
two fields instead of four to
allow for greater exposure in
all areas, including fan expe-
rience, scouting, advertising
opportunities and more.

As expected, the NJCAA
will return the Division I
baseball World Series to
one of the true meccas in all
of college baseball, Grand
Junction, Colo.

The San Jacinto College
baseball program, a regular
visitor to the World Series
as one of the country's elite
operations, will be looking
to get back to the big show
in 2021 after a two-year ab-
sence.

In all, the NJCAA decid-
ed on 16 new national cham-
pionship locations for its 25
sports, with the venues re-
ceiving two-year host desig-
nations.

Henderson

relishes
UH track
career

Dobie graduate and Uni-
versity of Houston track
and field standout Justice
Henderson is on track to
graduate in December with
a degree in kinesiology and
has thus far been part of
three conference champi-
onships with the Cougars
while contributing in the
relays, the 100 dash and
long jump events. Hender-
son set the Pasadena ISD
record in the 100 in both
the seventh and eighth
grades while attending
Beverly Hills Intermediate
and was a four-time dis-
trict champion long jump-
er at Dobie while also ex-
celling in the 100.

Dobie District 22-6A

Second-Team Picks

Oscar Beltran, Sr.
Oscar Medrano, Jr.
Alan Lopez, Jr.
Jean Arreguin, Jr.
Jonathan Torres, Soph.

Dobie District 22-6A

Honorable Mention Picks

Julio Martinez, Sr.
Max Parra, Jr.
Daniel Blanco, Fr.
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Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

We have been Same
Name & Phone

www. Southbeltair.com

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley °76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley 79 Dobie Grad

GET IT TODAY!

A/C & HEATING INC.

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Free Estimates on New Equipment

Americam Stamdard.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

281-484-1818 4403 F.M.2351

TACLB26543E

IN BAY AREA

¢ Hardi Board
Siding

www. YourCompleteHomeCare.com

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION & | (@ BONANZA _ , termsre
713-944-5257 AIR & HEAT"
Quality Work - Dependable 281-922-5665

Number Since 1991

Free Estimates - References

Painting Interior
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Siding All

Bathrooms - Garages 0

Conversions - Patios — Fences  ones for you
Concrete - Carpentry Work

wner: Myron Lewis
Please Check Us Out — We Are Here To Stay

If you want a
Quality Job

we are the

- Floors

Repair/Replacement

281-480-8898

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding
Areas Since1979

Someone You Can Trust e NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

Financing Available

It’s not to soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

TACLB002755C
*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS
+ Free Estimates
* Senior Citizen Disc.
+ No Service Charge
+ Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
+ Insured

1
| Mostercars

|
* TECL#21246
Garage Doors & Openers 281-484-8542 &

713-784-4238 oo ormaswoiann BB
_W We accept most major credit cards,  MEMBER

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

10% off Repairs i.

Free estimates on new equipment.

iratreant

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308 \

- IMBERLINE 28' -48‘ 9683

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally |
friendly services [

with your
children and pets’
safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth  Richard (Dick) Orth
Owner Operator
B.S. Chemistry
() Trinity University

w: 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

(

PLUMBING

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

| CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS |
A-Rated on Angie’s List

\ MIPL #18439 281 '692'1 684 o2

Iy

J&M SERVICE CO.

A Complete Service Company
Suce 19853

Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels

* CERAMIC TILE * TUB & SHOWER

* WOOD FLOORS CONVERSIONS

* GRANITE * MEET ADA STANDARDS
% CULTURED MARBLE * SAFETY GRIP BARS

* PLUMBING * COMPLETE REMODELS

281-235-8073

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST
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Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell 281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover II1

Master License # 8069

A & M PAINTING

 PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING « SHEETROCK

* TAPE & FLOAT « DEMOLITION « HAULING * FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates
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| $200 oFp FOUNDATION REPAIR

(on jobs $2,500 & up)
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FOUNDATION REPAIR

UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
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OR SEWER REPAIR |
I N . J

- Allied Foundations

ISAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.}

PAR 5 ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
(844) PAR-FIVE
South-Belt area owned and operated
Residential & Commercial Roofing
Complete Interior & Exterior Home Remodelmg
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Fully Insured & Bonded—Always Free Estlmates!

844-727-3483

GOOD
HOUSEKEEPING
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cmaricle@par5roof.com

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

&
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ELLIOTT’S REMODELING

A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR
* BATHS / KITCHENS « ROOM ADDITIONS
* PAINTING* FLOORING ¢ SHEETROCK WORK
* SIDING * ROOFING ¢ CONCRETE ¢ FENCES
* GARAGE CONVERSION ¢ INTEGRITY
* COMMUNICATION ¢ QUALITY

281-487-2234 RereRENCES - 30+ YRS. EXP.
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www.par5roof.com Hegr%
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R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
e Genie ®Craftsman eLift Master ® Chamberlain

GULF TEX REMODELING

Residential & Commercial « Insured
Kitchens  Baths ¢ Plumbing ¢ Painting * Sheetrock ¢ Flooring
Patios ¢ Concrete * Fences * Commercial Design & Build Out

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610 -

E
= 281-479-5247 o
— FREE ESTIMATES .l [
Specialist
JT Garage Door Systems
Esinaes s go o l?é:x%erffnfia"mum AdverTise
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G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR Leader!
281481-26%6
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provide you with service you can trust. improve your 7 -
MENTION THIS AD yard the easy | [® 5 (
AND SAVE $10 . See our | [l
281-650-4777 I’ ; ; )
Same DAY SEervicE vertisers =
for your Iii oA
A/C & Appliance Repair Lawn
o Former Sear’s Technician & Garden!
o Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C) on page 4
713-505-7534
HOME SERVICES
Fencing, Doors, House Painting
& Handyman Services
No Job too Small ~ Justin 785-614-4945

visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

e All Tax Preparations
* Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

231-4381-4134

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts
Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

CARPENTER

* SHEETROCK * CARPENTRY REPAIRS
* DOORS * PAINTING * FLOORS
* ROTTEN WOOD * ROOFING

Gary Sallman 713-816-4099

- After Hours Plumbing Service -
Commercial, Industrial & Residential

Sewer ¢ Water Heaters
Drains ¢ Leaks  Water
Repairs ¢ Gas

Any Service !
$50 OFF with coupon only :

Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Espaiiol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

=  832-715-6441 =&

— WWw.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com =
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FOR WHEN LIFE BRINGS
YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

. Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection
‘ of professional service people who advertise there.
You can compare and choose from among
them in the SERVICES columns and be ready
for anything shocking ahead!

The Classifieds - read them and use them;
They're there when you need them!

281-481-5656

wwwww&wwwww

Need Help

Fmdmg Your
Dream Home?

 Let the Leader

281-481-5656

Classifieds
Be Your
Guide!
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Pasadena ISD names 2019-20 outstanding teachers

Continued from Page 1
bonds with her students,”
said Thompson Intermedi-
ate principal Tannis Griffin.
“She is one in a million and
I am so thankful and blessed
that I have the privilege to
work alongside her.”

Teachers of the year re-
cipients Montes and Haas
will represent the Pasadena
ISD as they advance to the
Region IV competition later
in the year.

“On behalf of the board
and myself, we appreciate
all of the phenomenal things
you have done,” said Mar-
shall Kendrick PISD board
of trustees president to the
nominees.

“We appreciate  your
care. Thank you for your
drive and dedication. We
know you are giving us your
very best.”

Despite the changes in
the format of the event,
many members of the PISD
community were in atten-
dance to support the nomi-
nees.

This year’s event spon-
sors, Bayway Auto Group
and Gulf Coast Educators
Federal Credit Union joined
on the call, as well.

GCEFCU provided each
of the winners with gift
baskets and Bayway Auto
Group announced that they
will provide Teacher of
the Year winners, Montes
and Haas, with a Jeep or

Ram for their personal use
throughout the summer.

As an extra bonus in this
time of crisis, Bayway Auto
group will also provide a
special discount to PISD
employees who purchase a
vehicle from them.

“We’re excited to honor
these incredible teachers,”
said Linda Wischnewsky
of Bayway. “We take great
pride in being part of the
PISD family.”

The following are the
2020 Pasadena ISD Teacher
of the Year recipients:

— Elementary New Teach-
er of the Year Belinda Arre-
dondo, music teacher at
Pomeroy Elementary School.

— Middle School New
Teacher of the Year Mary
Purvis, sixth-grade English
and Language Arts teacher at
Lomax Middle School.

— Intermediate  School
New Teacher of the Year Jose
Lozano, English and lan-
guage arts teacher at Thomp-
son Intermediate.

— High School New
Teacher of the Year Jacque-
line Ordaz, special education
and teen leadership at Sam
Rayburn High School.

— Elementary Teacher of
the Year Julia Montes, litera-
cy peer facilitator at Matthys
Elementary.

— Secondary Teacher of
the Year Susie Haas, science
teacher at Thompson Inter-
mediate School.

Caution: be aware
of COVID-19 scams

Continued from Page 1
havoc on Americans’ health,”
said Bay Scoggin, TexPIRG
education  fund  director.
“Claiming that a product will
cure or protect people from the
deadly virus isn’t just a threat
to the consumer — it risks the
virus being transmitted fur-
ther.”

By law, the FDA has to ap-
prove any product that claims
to mitigate, prevent, treat, diag-
nose or cure COVID-19. When
a company attempts to bypass
that rigorous process, the FDA
may send a warning letter, and
it can eventually lead to fines.

Additional findings in Tex-
PIRG Education Fund’s analy-
sis include:

More than one in six warn-
ing letters were for products
claiming that colloidal silver
is effective in mitigating, pre-
venting or curing coronavirus,
even though the FDA warned
more than two decades ago
that silver products have no ad-
equately proven medical bene-
fits. That determination has not
changed.

Five warning letters were
issued to cannabidiol products
with unsubstantiated claims re-
lated to how they treated, miti-
gated or cured the virus. More
than half the FDA warning let-
ters (56 percent) were issued to
products claiming to either en-
hance immune systems or have
antiviral properties that would
prevent, mitigate, treat or cure
COVID-19.

Despite FDA  efforts,
TexPIRG Education Fund
found other products for sale
that made similar claims
about effectiveness against
COVID-19. For example,
online brand 78Minerals is
selling a product that adver-
tises nutrients and minerals
to “help fight the coronavirus
and strengthen your immune
system.” My Corona De-
fense by NeoLife claims on
social media that the product
“helps boost immunity to fight
COVID-19 pandemic situa-
tion[sic].”

Claims made by sellers
about their products had a
number of similarities. Some
offered testimonies from indi-
viduals who were supposedly
cured of the coronavirus after
taking the treatment. Others
used rhetorical questions to
try and convince the reader
of their healing power. But
in each case, the FDA deter-
mined the claims were with-
out the necessary evidence.

To help consumers avoid
these types of products, Tex-
PIRG Education Fund has
developed a guide to identify
false claims.

As of last week, no product
exists that has been approved
by the FDA to prevent or treat
COVID-19. Online shoppers
should verify any product
claiming to prevent or treat
coronavirus through the CDC
and FDA websites, even if it
claims to be approved.
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Take time to do census

Continued from Page 1
census will receive an in-per-
son visit by a census taker to
collect their information later
this summer.

According to the Census
Bureau’s online response map
tracking the nation’s partic-
ipation in the census, almost
79 million households have
already responded online, by
phone or by mail.

Some areas where census
takers were originally going
to personally hand deliver
forms will now receive a let-
ter in the mail from the Cen-
sus Bureau reminding them
to participate. Even if house-
holds don’t receive a letter in
the mail, the Census Bureau
will drop off a census invita-
tion and paper form as soon

DA warns:

The Harris County District
Attorney’s office has warned
against allowing children be-
ing left alone in the bathtub or
allowing access to unsuper-
vised pools.

As the weather warms up,
young children are drawn to
unsupervised pools and par-
ents sometimes let babies or
toddlers splash around in a
bathtub without supervision,
either of which are dangerous
and can even be fatal.

“These are tragedies for
the entire community, and
they are imminently prevent-
able and completely avoid-
able,” said Harris County
District Attorney Kim Ogg.
“Parents and caretakers have
a responsibility to never allow
a small child to be left alone
in water.”

Drowning is the second
leading cause of injury death
for children ages 1-14 years

as it is safe to do so. Census
takers will also follow up with
all households that do not re-
spond on their own.

The Census Bureau strong-
ly encourages the public to
respond online at 2020cen-
sus.gov. Households can re-
spond online in English or 12
other languages or by phone.
Households can also respond
by mail using the paper ques-
tionnaire that was recently
mailed to every non-respond-
ing address. Households that
received a census invitation
in the mail and have yet to re-
spond should have received a
paper questionnaire by Thurs-

day, April 30.
Households will receive
another reminder postcard

in the mail between now and

May 9. The Census Bureau
pushed back this mailing to
allow the paper questionnaire
package to arrive several days
ahead of the postcard, which
is one in a series of reminders
the Census Bureau has mailed
non-responding  households
since mid-March urging them
to respond. Census takers will
visit every address that does
not respond on their own to
collect responses in person.

Responding now to the
2020 Census will minimize
the need for a census taker
to visit one’s home later this
year.

While the Census deadline
isn’t until July, residents are
encouraged to respond earli-
er. For additional information,
visit 2020census.gov.

monitor kids in water

in America. More children
ages 1 to 4 years old die
from drowning than any oth-
er cause of death except birth
defects according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention.

The bathtub is a dangerous
place for young children, even
toddlers, to be unsupervised.

“Parents and caregivers
should carefully monitor their
young children when they are
in the tub, particularly if they
are very young or have spe-
cial needs,” said Lacy John-
son, chief prosecutor in the
Child Fatality Section of the
district attorney’s office. “Par-
ents should never leave ba-
bies alone in the tub. Even if a
child can sit up or even stand,
it doesn’t mean they can be
left alone.”

The American Acade-
my of Pediatrics advises that
children can drown in only a

few inches of water, so never
leave a young child alone in
the bath, even for a moment.

The organization advises
that if a caretaker can't ignore
the doorbell or the phone, then
the child should be wrapped
in a towel and taken along
when answering the door or
phone.

The group also notes that
bath seats and rings are meant
to be bathing aids and will not
prevent drowning if the child
is left unattended. It is also
important to have everything
necessary within arm’s reach
before beginning the bath.

Never leave water in the
bathtub when it is not in use.

Bathroom  Safety Tips
from the American Academy
of Pediatrics can be found at
https://www.healthychildren.
org/English/safety-preven
tion/at-home/Pages/Bath
room-Safety.aspx.

Resident thankful for neighbor’s intervention amidst fire

Continued from Page 1
went to inspect the sounds, the
female responded to a knock
at the front door.

A neighbor had come to
alert the family that their house
was on fire. Frank’s husband’s
intuition had warned him not
to enter the attic.

“He said he had a feeling
not to open the attic door be-
cause it seemed like a light
was on through the crack of

the door, but again, no elec-
tricity in the home,” Frank
said. “As he realized fire was
in the attic, I was alerted at the
door.”

While safely watching the
blaze from outside in her pa-
jamas, Frank said she heard a
loud sound.““When we got out,
we saw the home was on fire
and smoking, and not even 20
seconds later, while we were
calling my landlord, we heard

another loud noise from the
house, and something col-
lapsed.” Frank said. “My roof
caved in my room where my
five-month-old baby was
sleeping.”

Frank is grateful for the
help of her fellow neighbors.

“To the neighbors that
stopped their vehicle in front
of my home and sent her fam-
ily member to come knock-
ing at the door, ‘thank y’all.

God bless y’all. I love y’all
from the bottom of my heart.
Y’all saved me and my fam-
ily,”” Frank said. “And to the
neighbor who called 911 and
helped me into my truck and
catch my breath and calmed
me down while T was panick-
ing, thank you. God bless you.
I love you from the bottom of
my heart. Kind words mean
the world in moments like
that. Sure, me and my family

would have realized it was fire
and eventually got out, but it
may have been too late.”
Frank said she’d like to
identify the neighbors so she
could thank them in person.
“Please, if you know the
neighbors who came, atten-
tion them,” Frank posted on
Facebook. ““ I want to person-
ally thank them. Again thank
y’all. I owe y’all my life and
my family’s lives. Thank you.”
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ENJOY YOUR BIRTHDAY, JOHN!

Wishes for a fantastic birthday are sent
to South Belt Leader staff member John
Bechtle Monday, May 11, from his family,
friends and the Leader staff. He has been
the sports editor of the Leader for many
years and is greatly appreciated by his
co-workers!
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, FRED AND LESLIE!

Congratulations to Fred and Leslie
Flickinger who celebrate 26 years of mar-
riage May 7. Best wishes are sent from daugh-
ters Kimberly Flickinger and Courtney
and husband Chris Durham and children
Abigail, Jackson and Penelope; Leslie’s
mother Olive Falkowski; Fred’s mom and
dad Marie and David Flickinger; and broth-
er Davy (Leader president) and wife Ellie
Flickinger.

OLIVE CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY

Special birthday wishes are sent Sunday,
May 10, for a wonderful birthday to Olive
Falkowski from her daughter Leslie
Flickinger and husband Fred; granddaugh-
ter Kimberly Flickinger; granddaughter
Courtney Durham and husband Chris;
great-grandchildren Abigail, Jackson
Jackson and Penelope Durham; Marie and
husband David Flickinger; David (Leader
president) and his wife Ellie Flickinger; and
Alexis Lochner.

SCHOOL DAZE

The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School
District celebrate birthdays May 7 through
May 13, 2020.

Atkinson Elementary
Martha Lerma celebrates a birthday May 9.
Burnett Elementary
Send a birthday greeting May 13 to
Yagaira Alaniz.
Bush Elementary
Nicolette Martinez marks a birthday May 9.
Andrew Duron enjoys a birthday May 12.
Frazier Elementary
Light the candles on a birthday cake May
8 for India Kemp. Blow out the birthday can-
dles May 13 for Amanda Hooper.
Genoa Elementary
Share in the birthday celebration May 9
with Diana Davis Scheer. Best wishes for a
great birthday May 13 are sent to Olga Sosa.
Moore Elementary
The day for a celebration for Yvonne
Xicoy is May 9. Blow out the candles May 13
on a special cake for Gail Bailey.
Stuchbery Elementary
Send a birthday greeting May 9 to Cheryl
Lewis.
Melillo Middle School
May 7 is the day for a celebration for
Jorge Palomares. May 10 is the day for a
birthday cake for Krista Harris. Light the
candles for Kathleen Ingersoll on May 12.
Roberts Middle School
Dora Flowers enjoys a birthday May 10.
Thompson Intermediate
Send a birthday greeting May 7 to Lynette
Montes and Christopher Mire. Marking a
birthday May 9 is Krystal LaReau.
Dobie High
Break out the party favors May 7 for

Barbara Jimenez and Jesse Lopez. Light
the candles May 9 for Jordan Evans.
Marking a birthday May 10 is Kelcey Davis.
Send a humorous birthday card May 11 to
Steven Mayo. Give three cheers for a May
12 birthday for Abby Morris, Patrick Davis
and James Reed. The day for a gift for
William Malpass is May 13.
FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
The Leader sends birthday wishes to
friends. For those wanting a birthday men-
tioned in this section, email mynews@
southbeltleader.com with “OTBF: Friends
Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line by
Friday noon for the next week’s publication.
Thursday, May 7: Yvonne Villegas,
Josh Garza, Stephanie Salazar and Jenn
Verchiens; Friday, May 8: Amelia Brown,
Christopher Barber, Tiffany Robbins,
Julie Kutra and Sara Muller; Saturday, May
9: Tiana Jaime-Perez, Freedom Groebner,
Ronny Carker and Bubba Bannett; Sunday,
May 10: Becky Lopez, Kathy Vingoe and
Angela Ojeda; Monday, May 11: Alex
Carpenter, Tyson Dillard, Leslie Fair and
George King; Tuesday, May 12: Jennifer
Main, Jazalyne lly, Raymond Massey, Kirk
Belch, Sonia Ramos, Jennifer Ashe and
Sophie Harrison; and Wednesday, May 13:
Lexi Salinas, Norma Torres, Karen Kerr,
Douglas Mikel and Faith Roberts.
LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
Email birthday, anniversary, vacation,
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.
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Teacher of the Year.

arts teacher at Lomax Middle School was named Elementary School was named Elementary New
Middle School New Teacher of the Year.

Remember When

40 years ago (1980)

Two Dobie students won
first place at the University
Interscholastic League track
meet held at Austin. John
Robinson ran the 1,600-me-
ter in 4:08.4, and Gawain
Guy ran the 800-meter in
1:50.8.

An open house and air
show Star Spangled Weekend
was held at Ellington field.
This was the largest military
forces exhibition in the na-
tion.

Dobie’s varsity baseball
team won the 23-4A cham-
pionship by defeating Deer
Park in two games out of
three in a series.

Lynn Carlson of Scarsdale
ran his motorcycle into the
side of a bull that was cross-
ing Choate Road. Carlson
was treated for severe abra-
sions and a possible fractured
leg. The bull had to be eutha-
nized.

35 years ago (1985)

Metro designed a ques-
tionnaire to survey the trans-
portation needs of those in
the area.

City Councilman Frank
Mancuso instructed the di-
rector of public works to con-
sider funding construction of
a bridge on Sageglen Boule-
vard to connect Sagemont to
Woodmeadow and Scarsdale.

Four interviewers talked
with school officials at Pasa-
dena ISD about their admin-
istrative personnel structure.
Structure changes could be
proposed after compiling and
reviewing the data.

A public hearing on Green
Tee’s petition for lifelong
deannexation from Clear
Creek ISD was in progress
despite Clear Creek’s efforts
to disallow the petition in the
Galveston County Commis-
sioners Court.

30 years ago (1990)

Clear Creek Independent
School District’s Sixth-Grade
Task Force Options Com-
mittee stated that if the We-
ber Elementary School was
closed (due to the Brio site),
then a replacement school for
those students would have to
be given first priority.

A number of South Belt
area residents were looking
into the increasing number of
severe accidents along Dixie
Farm Road between Beamer
and Interstate 45.

After several months of
study, 151st District Judge
Alice Trevathan denied grant-
ing a new trial in the Slaugh-
ter v. Monsanto case.

Angry Weber students’
parents, backed by other
Houston area citizens im-
pacted by toxic waste, vented
their frustration at Brio Task
Force representatives during
a limited seated public meet-
ing.

Clear Creek ISD adminis-
trators kept adding portable
buildings at Landolt Elemen-
tary School to avoid a con-
frontation over moving stu-
dents to Weber in Southbend
located three blocks from a
toxic waste dump.

Despite aggressive aca-
demic efforts by Pasadena
ISD to improve standardized
test scores, the overall aver-
age for Texas Education As-
sessment of Minimum Skills
(TEAMS), including sever-
al South Belt area schools,
dropped significantly.

25 years ago (1995)

Fifth-graders at Frazier
Elementary prepared a ban-
ner in support of the J. Frank
Dobie Lady Longhorns who
were headed to the state soft-
ball tournament in Austin.

Pasadena Independent
School District’s board ap-
proved a restructuring of the
district’s administrative orga-
nization.

The Thompson Academic
Games team lost its bid for a

third national championship.

U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm,
R-Texas, was committed to
Brio remediation and main-
taining the Johnson Space
Center and the approximately
40,000 jobs dependent on it.

20 years ago (2000)

Principals Jerry Speer and
Frank Braden won Pasadena
ISD board elections. Speer
won Position 5, and Braden
won Position 4.

A Pearland election result-
ed in increased momentum
for the Scarsdale-Yost Road
project with Larry Marcott
defeating Bill Berger, the
strongest city council oppo-
nent to the connection.

15 years ago (2005)

The fate of Ellington Field
was in question due to the
Base Realignment and Clo-
sure hearings that would soon
commence. Secretary of De-
fense Donald Rumsfeld was
expected to announce bases
slated for closure or down-
sizing. Rep. Tom DeLay was
fighting to keep Ellington as
it was.

After nearly a month of
extensive searching, the fam-
ily of Austin Childs decided
it was time to hold a memo-
rial service. The teen was
missing, along with two other
South Belt area men, after
they went fishing off Free-
port.

The opening of Black-
hawk to Dixie Farm Road
was delayed because of
last-minute details.

During a board meet-
ing, Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District trustees
changed Clear View Alter-
native School into a district
charter school. After approv-
al by the Texas Education
Agency, the school would be
eligible to receive $450,000
in education grants for more
faculty and student programs.

Three San Jacinto College
regents returned to their po-
sitions, namely, J.D. Bruce
and Dr. Reude Wheeler hav-
ing defeated opponents. Ben
Meador was unopposed.

10 years ago (2010)

The staff at Moore Ele-
mentary was honored with
teachers being named both
the Pasadena Independent
School District’s Elementa-
ry Teacher of the Year and
First-Year Teacher of the
Year. Elizabeth Neubauer,
the school’s special educa-
tion SUCCESS teacher, took
home the honor of Elementa-
ry Teacher of the Year, while
Leah Laredo, a fourth-grade

teacher at the school, was
awarded the First Year Teach-
er of the Year prize.

Stuchbery Elementary
second-grade teacher Sharon
Brantly celebrated her 40th
year at the area school. She
came to Stuchbery when the
school was three years old
and taught in the same class-
room for her entire tenure.
The teacher’s co-workers
surprised her by having a
party in the school’s library.
The Pasadena Independent
School District officially rec-
ognized Brantly at a banquet.

5 years ago (2015)

The May 9 school board
election results were tallied,
with longtime Pasadena In-
dependent School District
incumbents maintaining their
positions. While challengers
in the election campaigned on
the need for fresh faces on the
board, voters opted to re-elect
Marshall Kendrick and Vick-
ie Morgan, who had a com-
bined 55 years of service. In
the Position 6 race, Kendrick
handily defeated challenger
Lydia Velasquez. In the Po-
sition 7 contest, Morgan eas-
ily defeated challengers Er-
ica Davis Rouse and Chuck
Maricle. In the Position 5
election, challenger Kenny
Fernandez narrowly defeat-
ed freshman board member
Larry Savala, who had been
appointed to the board the
previous year to serve the re-
mainder of Jerry Speer’s un-

expired term. Speer, who had
served on the board for 14
years, was required to resign
when his granddaughter took
a position as a school nurse at
Queens Intermediate, violat-
ing the school district’s nep-
otism policies.

In the Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District elec-
tion, Jay Cunningham filled
the District 5 seat formerly
held by longtime trustee Dee
Scott, who stepped down af-
ter serving 10 years on the
board. Cunningham easily
defeated challenger Trent
Martin, receiving 62 per-
cent of the vote. Incumbents
Page Rander (District 4) and
Charles Pond (At-Large Posi-
tion A) both maintained their
positions, as they ran unop-
posed.

1 year ago (2019)

E.J. Ritchey, former
Thompson Intermediate prin-
cipal, died Sunday, April 28,
at the age of 89. Ritchey re-
tired in January 1989, after
serving 33 years with the Pas-
adena Independent School
District, 15 years as Thomp-
son principal.

Former South Belt resident
Jesika Taylor was found mur-
dered in an apartment in Al-
vin May 1. Taylor’s husband,
Brandon Garrett, was arrested
in connection to the crime. The
couple had reportedly been
involved in a domestic distur-
bance call two days before her
body was found.
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Great selection of
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HAIR ADDITIONS

Becky’s
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All Services are Free and Confidential.
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are here for you. We care!!

281-484-0005

Beltway 8 South
Crisis Pregnancy Center
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agent, I can help you meet
needs. Call me today.

Ann Brannen, Agent
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Family is why

WE DO IT ALL.
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Church opening info

Continued from Page 1
Freeway Baptist Church

Freeway Baptist Church,
8702 Kingspoint, opened to
the public Sunday, May 3,
for the 11 a.m. service. So-
cial distancing is to be prac-
ticed.

Other churches in the
area, however, are taking a
more cautious approach.

Sagemont Church

By far the largest church
in the South Belt communi-
ty, Sagemont Church, 11300
S. Sam Houston Parkway
E., will not open for in-per-
son services before May 17
— a date that coincides with
the arrival of the church’s
new pastor Dr. Matt Car-
ter. This date was originally
considered for the resump-
tion of in-person services.

However, the decision
was made to continue online
services until Sunday, May
31, at which time there will
be a worship service and a

vices, but updated informa-
tion may be found on their
websites. Tt include
Grace Community Church
(mygrace.com), South Belt
Church  (southbeltchurch.
org), Mount Olive Lutheran
Church (mountolivehouston.
org) and CrossRoads UMC
(http://crossroads-umc.org/)
— all of which will continue
to livestream services online.

The status of Bible Fel-
lowship Baptist remains un-
clear, as information has not
yet been received.
The Catholic Community
of St. Luke the Evangelist

Following an instruction
letter by Archbishop Car-
dinal DiNardo, parishes in
the Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston began the re-
opening of churches May 1
with a gradual return to pub-
lic services at a 25 percent
capacity.

Social distancing will be
practiced. Parishioners are

JED alumnus David Griffin recezves awards

David Griffin recently
received the Civilian Cat-
egory 111 Award NH-3
(GS-13) and above-Civil-
ian Employee of the Year
(2019) for the Aircraft
Maintenance Group of OO/
ALC, Ogden Utah.

The Aircraft Mainte-
nance Group of OO/ALC
consists of more than 2,200
employees and performs
depot level maintenance
and modification of the Air
Force’s premier Generation
5 Stealth F-22 Raptor and
F-35 Lightening fighter air-
craft as well as the Gener-
ation 4 A-10 Thunderbolt,
F-16 Falcon, the mighty
C-130 Hercules and T-38
Talon.

The T-38 Talon Depot is
located at Randolph AFB
in San Antonio and is con-
sidered a geographically
separated unit (GSU) under
00/ALC Hill AFB Ogden,

serves as a Transformation
Engineer.

The T-38, which has been
the platform used to train the
Air Force’s future jet fighter
aircraft pilots and NASA pi-
lots for more than 60 years,
is on its third life span (flown
three times the designed
flight hours to date). That
equals 80 years of serving
and flying.

Griffin has served at 00/
ALC as the C-130 Production
Chief, F-22 Weapons System
Support Center Chief and as
a certified Green Belt in lean
processes with Six Sigma,
served as a Transformation
Lead for the entire Aircraft
Maintenance Group at 00/
ALC.

In 2018 Griffin and his
family relocated near San An-
tonio where his new mission
at Randolph AFB is to lead
process improvement initia-
tives, streamline production

decrease downtime and in-
crease aircraft availability
by speeding up the overhaul,
modification and repair pro-
cesses of the T-38 aircraft un-
dergoing depot maintenance
at Randolph AFB.

Griffin has worked for
the U.S. Air Force and Lock-
heed Martin for a combined
39 years. He has worked
on the C-5 Galaxy, B-52
Bomber, C-130 Hercules
Nightingale, Gulfstream G5,
A-10 Thunderbolt and T-38
Talon He has worked with
the U.S. Marines and U.S.
Coast Guard, U.S. Navy
and U.S. Air Force. He has
worked with foreign military
services including Pakistan,
Romania, Israel, Japan and
Chili.

Griffin and his wife An-
gela are both graduates of
Dobie High School. He is the
son of Bobby and Kenneth
Griffin, former longtime res-

City heads to normal

Continued from Page 1
at the HoustonEmergency.
org website.

The city of Houston will
return to its normal sched-
ule of operations on June 1,

if there is no resurgence of

COVID-19 during the gov-
ernor’s phased-in approach
to reopening businesses.
The city has modified the
Stay Home, Work Safe or-

der. As a result, all city per-
mitted and sponsored events
are canceled through the
end of May.

The Houston Public Li-
brary will remain closed,
and all Houston Municipal
Court trials, along w1th ar-
raignments, heari
duty, and parking
tion hearings, also will be
suspended through May.

=S mm = COUPON ™= == mm
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| $200 OFF FOUNDAT[I]%N REPAIR I

I on jobs $2,500 & up)

Not valid with any other offe

SEWER REPAIR ||

ne coupon per house.
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UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

sermon, but no iConnect Bi- asked to bring facemasks | where Griffin presently processes and seek ways to idents of Sagemeadow.

ble study classes. All other (age 10 and older) and hand
St. Luke’s holds blood drive

David Griffin

Allied Foundations
281-479-52417

[=| FREE ESTIMATES

public functions will begin sanitizer.

Sunday, June 7, at which Additional information
time the church will also including service times is
enforce  social-distancing available on the St. Luke
practices. Facebook page, the website

Walker’s office closing

The office of attorney Milt mainly he cared about fami-
Other area churches (www.stlukescatholic.com) Walker will close on May 29. ly, friends and clients - some
At press time, multi- and myParishApp.com (See information in ad on this who became close friends.

ple churches in the South  The link to Cardinal Di- 24 | o page.) 7
Belt Area told the Lead- Nardo’s letter may also be i Ml_lton Walker  passed
er there were no definite found on the St. Luke parish away in February.

dates for in-person ser- website. He‘grewrup in the panhan-
dle of Texas and graduated
from WTSU and Texas Tech
Law School where he was ¢
member of the pres

Allgn Your Splne for 2020 Law Review. He practiced

Now accepting New Patients, % e S ' il B o for 48 years in personal in-
most insurances, Medicare & £ ; jury, oil and gas, family and
PERSONAL INJURY cases. probate.

“Covid-19 Precautions in Place - The last 31 years were

Call the Office for your appointment” hergi‘n]glceals (ijllllttgl‘}:sil.t.lle and

his wife Mary created the

LAW OFFICE CLOSING
The Law Office of

Milt Walker

o . . ) u
?sli)t,webblte in the Pasadena WI I I cI Ose o n
They used Notepad and
May 29, 2020

Netscape to get three pages
up on the internet and paid
for it for the first two years of
its existence.

Clients having legal matters handled by Milt
Walker are urged to CALL 281-481-0909
to make arrangements to retrieve your file.
You may leave a message.

y Bullelgh D.C.
Chiropractor
11700 Beamer Rd.
Houston, TX 77089
(281) 481-1623

Burlelgh

( !|||lr|1| ulla

www.burleighchiro.com
Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

, INSURANCE

The Leader ran a story on
the site.

In  Mary's webmaster
classes the district said that
they didn't have a server large
enough to accommodate her
student files.

So Milton built a server
for her webmastering classes

Brother Knight Jerry O’Brien gets a well-deserved rest after donating blood at
the Knights of Columbus Council 9201 blood drive in the St. Luke the Evangelist
Church social hall April 29. In all, 39 units of blood products were collected. Coun-
cil 9201 annually conducts six blood drives after Sunday masses in conjunction
with the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center. The recent blood drive was a special and maintained for 12 years.
midweek “by appointment only” drive respecting COVID-19 requirements includ- He also built computers
ing social distancing. The next blood drive at St. Luke’s will be May 17, under the and ued damaged hard
same COVID-19 protocol. Appointments may be made online at giveblood.org or | drives for people.

by calling Val Comeaux at 713-582-5358. He had many talents, but

Demse Burlelgh

Licensed Insurance
Sales Agent

FREE NO Obligation

Consultations If you have any questions, please contact

Mary Walker at 281-481-0909.

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976 « email cdb63@att.net

CARING TAKES
TRUE COURAGE
THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
SACRIFICE.

THANK YOU TO EVERY PHYSICIAN, NURSE, FIRST RESPONDER
AND HEALTHCARE WORKER IN THE GREATER HOUSTON AREA.

Thanks to those being called away from their own families to be of service to yours. And
we thank the people of the Greater Houston area for taking every step possible to
safeguard your own health. Thank you for the sacrifices you're making. And for the
impact you're having on all our lives.

MERIPRAN

Advancing health. Personalizing care. ThankYouHouston.org
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