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PISD inducts 2023 Hall of Fame athletes
Multiple Dobie athletes among those inducted into prestigious group

Heavy trash pickup set
 City residents south of Fuqua will have heavy 
trash pickup Thursday, May 11 (second Thurs-
day of the month). City residents north of Fuqua 
and west of the Gulf Freeway will have heavy 
trash pickup Friday, May 12 (second Friday of 
the month). May is for tree waste only. Due to 
staffi ng shortages associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic, pickups may be delayed. For more in-
formation, visit www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste 
or call 311.

Ellington e-recycling May 13
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, May 13, at 
the Neighborhood Recycling Center at Elling-
ton Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Residents 
are encouraged to arrive early, however, as the 
event ends once trucks are full. Recycling elec-
tronics keeps potentially harmful materials, 
such as mercury, cadmium, lead and cathode 
ray tubes out of the waste stream and the envi-
ronment.
  Items accepted are PCs, servers, keyboards, 
mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, small 
kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs and 
routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax ma-
chines, projectors, rechargeable batteries, ca-
ble boxes, car batteries, telephones, cellphones, 
PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables 
and cameras. The collection events take place 
the second Saturday of each month. For addi-
tional information, visit www.houstonsolid
waste.org or call 311. 

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of active COVID-19 cases in 
the South Belt community remained roughly 
on par with the previous week, according to 
Harris County health offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, May 2, there were 201 ac-
tive cases in 77089, up one from the previous 
week. To date, 141 from the ZIP code have 
died from the disease, up three from the pre-
vious week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 14 active 
cases, down fi ve from the previous week. To 
date, there have been 82 deaths in the ZIP 
code, no increase from the previous week.
 In 77034, there were 23 active cases, up 
two from the previous week. To date, 91 res-
idents from ZIP code 77034 have died from 
the disease. (Harris County reported 92 
deaths the previous week.)
 According to Harris County offi cials, the 
vast majority of the fatalities suffered from 
pre-existing health issues.
 Statistics are updated daily and include 
numbers from within the Houston city lim-
its and throughout Harris County. To view 
an interactive map, visit covid-harriscounty.
hub.arc gis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 One northbound frontage road lane and 
one southbound frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed at Scars-
dale Boulevard daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Monday, May 1, to make emergency 
repairs to low-hanging wires.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will 
be closed from FM 518 to FM 517 in League 
City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 
30.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from FM 517 in League City to FM 
2004/Camp Wallace Access Road in Dickin-
son/Texas City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access 
Road in Dickinson/Texas City to FM 519/
Main Street in La Marque daily from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will 
be closed from FM 519/Main Street in La 
Marque to Sailfi sh Street in Hitchcock daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will 
be closed from Sailfi sh Street in Hitchcock 
to Galveston Causeway Bridge in Tiki Island 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Beltway closures planned
 One southbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane from Spencer Highway to Fairmont Park-
way will be closed continuously through 7 a.m. 
Monday, May 15.
 One northbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane from Fairmont Parkway to Vista will be 
closed continuously through 7 a.m. Monday, 
May 15.
 One southbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane from Genoa-Red Bluff to SH 3/Old Gal-
veston will be continuously through 7 a.m. 
Monday, May 15.

By Al Carter
 The emergence of the Pasadena ISD as a soft-
ball powerhouse 30 years ago was refl ected in 
the exploits of two of the eight individuals select-
ed for induction in the Pasadena ISD Athletics 
Hall of Fame.
 The slate of 2023 Hall of Famers includes 
Rhonda Foster, who coached Dobie to state soft-
ball championships in 1995 and 1997; and Char-
la Moore, a 1997 Sam Rayburn High graduate 
who pitched the Lady Texans through two state 
playoff runs – one of which included a now leg-
endary regional championship game against Fos-
ter’s Lady Longhorns.
 Foster, who took on a variety of coaching as-
signments at Dobie, also played an important role 
in grooming another new inductee, 1995 Dobie 
graduate Scott Lengefeld. Foster coached Lenge-

feld, her fi rst cousin, in cross-country, a sport in 
which he qualifi ed for the state meet in 1994 and 
1995. Lengefeld went on to earn All-America 
honors at Texas A&M.
 Other athletes chosen for induction were John 
Eddie Williams, Pasadena High, Class of 1972; 
Shane Nolen, Pasadena, Class of 1975; Steve 
Massey, Rayburn, Class of 1976; and Jeff Neal, 
South Houston High, Class of 1986.
 The induction list also included one of the 
most prominent names in the Pasadena commu-
nity – Ben Meador, the chief executive offi cer of 
Meador Staffi ng Services and the founder of the 
highly successful McDonald’s Texas Invitation-
al Basketball Tournament. Meador, a 1957 Pasa-
dena graduate, will be inducted for “Meritorious 
Community Service.”
 For the fourth time, the Hall of Fame commit-

tee will honor a Pasadena ISD team, this time the 
1981 Dobie track squad that won the state title 
under Hall of Fame coach John Bryan.
 The inductees were honored at the Hall of 
Fame’s spring banquet on April 20. For the sec-
ond year in a row, the event was held at the Pasa-
dena Convention Center.
 The latest inductions represented a Hall of 
Fame reunion of two pairs of former high school 
teammates who went on to play together in col-
lege.
 Nolen, whose contributions on the baseball 
diamond helped Pasadena High reach the state 
semifi nals in 1974, followed his former Eagles 
teammate, Fritz Connally, into the Hall of Fame. 
Both went on to play at Baylor, where they 
helped lead the Bears to the school’s fi rst two 
College World Series berths.
 Massey, a prized lineman and tight end for 
Sam Rayburn, later played alongside his Texans 
teammate, Hall of Famer Jimmy Johnson, at the 
University of Texas.
 The two other football inductees took unusual 
routes to public prominence beyond their college 

playing days.
 Neal played college ball at Howard Payne 
University and later turned his attention to pow-
erlifting. After winning two world champion-
ships, he launched a public-speaking career for a 
Christian ministry organization that he founded.
 Williams was a star lineman at Pasadena High 
in the early 1970s and a prized football recruit 
for Baylor. He gave up football to study law – 
and now ranks as one of the most prominent trial 
attorneys in the country.

A closer look
1981 Dobie Boys Track Team

 Six months after coaching the Longhorn 
cross-country team to a state title, Bryan took 
his track squad to Austin and captured the state 
championship in dominating fashion. Dobie’s 
title remains just the second state track crown 
ever won by a Pasadena ISD school. (Pasadena 
claimed the championship in 1957.)
 Five different Longhorns placed in the top 
four in their respective events at the state meet. 
Hall of Famer Gawain Guy, who had won the 

Continued on Page 4

 The Houston Police Department is seeking the 
public’s assistance in identifying two suspects 
responsible for recent robberies in the South Belt 
area.

Blackhawk
 Investigators are seeking the public’s assis-
tance in identifying two suspects responsible for 
an aggravated robbery Sunday, March 12, at a 
convenience store in the 9400 block of Black-
hawk near Beltway 8.
 According to HPD Robbery Division offi cials, 
two unknown males entered the store around 1:35 

Houston Police seek robbery suspects

Pasadena ISD inducts athletes

Pasadena ISD recently inducted the 2023 members of the district’s Athletics Hall of 
Fame. Inductees shown above at the April 20 celebration are, left to right, (front row) 
Paul Miller, Greg Johnson, Rhonda Foster, Mike McKinney, John Bryan, Gawain Guy, 
Sammy Shimfessel, Lawrence Mitchell, Hal Lundgren, (Hall of Fame committee), Dan 
Lovett (former master of ceremonies), (back row) Bill Brown (master of ceremonies), 
Shane Nolen, Charla Moore Crochet, Jeff Neal, Scott Lengefeld and Steve Massey. Mill-
er, Johnson, McKinney, Bryan, Guy, Shimfessel and Mitchell were part of the 1981 Dobie 
track team honored at the banquet. Bryan served as the team’s head coach and McKin-
ney its assistant coach. Inductees not pictured are Ben Meador and John Eddie Williams. 
See related photos on Page 6.

Cyclist killed in Bay Area accident
 A cyclist died after being struck by a vehicle 
around 9:30 a.m. Sunday, April 23, in the 9500 
block of Bay Area Boulevard.
 According to offi cials with the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, a male was riding his bicycle at 
the above address headed east when the driver of 
a white 2022 Chevrolet van failed to control his 
speed and struck the cyclist, causing serious in-
juries.

 The victim was transported by paramedics to 
HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake, where he 
was later pronounced dead.
 The driver of the van remained on the scene 
and was cooperative with investigators. He 
showed no signs of intoxication.
 This case remains open and is under investi-
gation by the Harris County Sheriff’s Offi ce Ve-
hicular Crimes Division.

Motorcycle thief arrested following pursuit
Suspect posed as potential buyer, then fl ed on bike

 An alleged motorcycle thief was arrested 
around noon Monday, April 10, following a short 
police pursuit near Edgebrook and the Gulf Free-
way.
 Precinct 8 dep-
uties Brinkley and 
Mitchell were con-
ducting narcotic 
interdiction in the 
aforementioned area 
when Brinkley ob-
served a motorcycle 
with no license plate 
traveling at a high 
rate of speed. 
 Mitchell activated 
his emergency light-
ing in attempt to initiate a traffi c stop. The motor-
cycle failed to yield and accelerated to a high rate 
of speed. The motorcycle drove through a park-
ing lot before exiting onto the Gulf Freeway ser-
vice road and continued north weaving in and out 
of traffi c. The suspect began driving the wrong 

way on the service road and the pursuit was ter-
minated.
 HPD Fox helicopter responded to the call and 
assisted deputies track the motorcycle. Mitchell 
was able to catch up to the motorcycle and reen-
gage the pursuit. The suspect ultimately lost con-
trol of the motorcycle near Palestine Street and 
Pennsylvania Street and continued to fl ee on foot. 
Mitchell gave chase and located the suspect hid-
ing under a parked vehicle. 
 The suspect was identifi ed as 34-year-old Ja-
son Paris Scott. A check of Scott’s information 
revealed he was currently on probation. Deputies 
contacted the registered owner of the motorcycle 
who stated he was selling the motorcycle and met 
with a potential buyer (suspect). The suspect re-
quested to test drive and fl ed on the motorcycle. 
 The Harris County District Attorney’s Offi ce 
was contacted and accepted felony charges for 
evading arrest/detention with vehicle and unau-
thorized use of vehicle. Scott was transported to 
the Harris County Joint Processing Center where 
his bonds were set at $20,000 total.

Suspect

a.m. One of the suspects approached the counter 
while displaying a handgun and demanded the 
money from the register. The employee com-
plied with the suspect’s demands by giving them 
the money from the cash drawer. The suspects 
then fl ed the location in an unknown direction.
 The fi rst suspect was described as being a 
male of unknown race, medium complexion, 
wearing a black pullover, shorts, black socks and 
blue Crocs. The second suspect was described 
as a black male, wearing a black jacket and

Continued on Page 4

 A pedestrian fl eeing from police was criti-
cally injured around 6 p.m. Monday, May 1, 
after being struck by a vehicle in the HOV lane 
in the 12500 block of the Gulf Freeway near 
Fuqua. 
 According to Houston Police Department 
offi cials, offi cers responded to an assault dis-
turbance call at the InTown Suites, and when 
they attempted to make contact with the sus-
pect, he fl ed, leading offi cers on a foot chase. 
Offi cers pursued the suspect across the front-
age lanes of traffi c but halted the chase as the 

Fleeing pedestrian struck on HOV lane
male crossed the main lanes of traffi c out of 
concern for their own safety.
 The suspect successfully crossed the in-
bound main lanes of traffi c, but when he got to 
the outbound HOV lane, he turned around to 
see if the police were still chasing him, and he 
was struck by a passing vehicle.
 The 26-year-old male suspect was trans-
ported to the hospital in critical condition.
 The female driver remained on the scene 
and was cooperative with police. The investi-
gation was ongoing at press time.

Emergency nuclear training underway
 A large-scale, multi-agency nuclear inci-
dent training exercise in the southeast Houston 
and Harris County area began Monday, May 1, 
and will continue through Friday, May 5.
 The training exercise will not pose any risk 
to area residents; the public does not need to 
be alarmed by training-related activity, includ-
ing the presence of military personnel and air-
craft and people in protective equipment.
 The Department of Defense, the Depart-
ment of Energy, the National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration, the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation and the Department of Homeland 
Security will conduct the exercise in several 
areas of southeast Houston and Harris County 
as part of a series of regularly scheduled U.S. 
government biannual exercises. Similar train-
ings have been conducted in various regions 
across the United States since 2012.
 The general areas in which the training 
exercise will take place include from in and 
around NRG Park and SH 288 to SH 146 and 

I-10 east to Highway 225 and in and around 
Ellington Field.
 Several local and state law enforcement, 
fi re, emergency management, and public 
health agencies will also be participating in the 
training, including the Harris County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce and the Houston Police Department.
 Exercise participants will conduct opera-
tions in personal protective equipment to sim-
ulate realistic conditions. It will also include 
aircraft from federal and local law enforce-
ment agencies.
 The exercise is an opportunity for partici-
pating entities to practice and enhance opera-
tional readiness to respond in the event of a nu-
clear incident in the United States or overseas.
 Due to the sensitive nature of the capabili-
ties being implemented, neither the media nor 
the public is allowed to observe the training 
exercise.
 Again, the training exercise will not pose 
any risk or interference to the public.

Voters to decide school board races
 Local voters on Saturday, May 6, will decide 
who will fi ll spots on multiple area school boards.
 To be decided are races in Pasadena ISD, Clear 
Creek ISD and the San Jacinto College District.
 All three Pasadena ISD incumbents will face 
challengers.
 Position 5 incumbent Kenny Fernandez is be-
ing challenged by Larry Savala; Position 6 in-
cumbent Marshall Kendrick will face opponents 
David Gonzales and Andy Garcia; and Position 7 
incumbent Vickie Morgan will be challenged by 
Irene Tamayo and Jeff Snover.

 For additional Pasadena ISD election informa-
tion, visit www.pasadenaisd.org/school_board/
election_information.
 Most South Belt residents will be ineligible to 
vote in the Clear Creek ISD election, as the Dis-
trict 2 and District 3 seats are out of the immediate 
area.
 For additional Clear Creek ISD election infor-
mation, visit ccisd.net/elections.
 In the San Jacinto College District, only one of 
two incumbents fi led to maintain their position.
  Continued on Page 2

Suspect arrested near school

Houston police arrested a suspect around 4 p.m. Tuesday, May 2, for allegedly squatting in 
a residence on Kirkhollow near Beamer. Offi cers reportedly had their weapons drawn on 
the suspect at a time when many students were walking home from nearby schools, includ-
ing Beverly Hills Intermediate and Morris Middle School. The home’s original occupants 
are deceased, according to police. Neighbor reportedly notifi ed authorities about the sus-
pect following reports he was littering from windows of the residence. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger
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Leader checks out social media

In My Opinion

By Natalie Abarca
 A member of the Next-
door app posted a video sur-
veillance of three teenagers 
who came up to the mem-
ber’s door and kicked it so 
hard it caused the trim to 
break and damaged the wall. 
The member states their par-
ents were in the house when 
it happened. When the moth-
er screamed, the boys ran 
off. This happened Saturday, 
April 29, around 8 p.m. on 

Sageroyal. If anyone has in-
formation, reach out to the 
homeowner. A case has been 
made.
 A member of the Neigh-
bor’s app posted a video of 
an individual that is seen 
taking the member’s Ama-
zon package from their front 
door. The member states the 
package was taken just min-
utes after it was delivered. 
Another member comment-
ed they had the same issue. 

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. For information, visit https://houstonli-
brary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-
393-2580.  Hours are: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Closed Sundays.
 Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11 a.m. Outdoors storytime for all ages. Plan to enjoy a good story at Brace-
well in the fresh outdoors, weather permitting.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events for more library events.

Parker Williams Library
 Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Visit the website at https://www.
hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or call 832-927-7870.
 The book drop is open. No late fees will be charged during the library closure. Social media 
links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are: Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  
Closed Sundays. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Deaths

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Craft Fair
On a Mission

Bags, Purses, Totes, Jewelry, Mosaics, Olivewood Bowls, 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church .......................................................................

49th ANNUAL TOUR | May 6, 7, 13 & 14, 2023
Celebrating Galveston’s archtectural history 

through tours of privately owned homes. 
Tickets and info at galvestonhistory.org!

THE TRUBE
FOUNDATION

49th ANNUAL TOUR | M 6 7 13 & 14 2023

 Michael Joseph Ploch 73, 
gained his angel wings April 
11, 2023, after a lengthy ill-
ness with his wife, Ginny, by 
his side. Mike, affectionately 
known as Shrek, Bear, Grand-
pa and Grandpa Bear was 
born in Corpus Christi Aug. 
10, 1949, to Joseph and Nan-
cy Ploch. He fought long and 
hard, with more spirit than any 
man to endure all the pain and 
suffering he went through, es-
pecially the last three years. 
 Mike proudly served his 
country during the Vietnam 
War in the Air Force from 1968 
to 1974  He was honorably dis-
charged from the Air Force on 
Aug. 7, 1974.
 Mike received his bache-
lor’s degree from the Univer-

Michael 
Joseph Ploch

Phelan urges keep
more qualifi ed team
 The challenges in public education are 
plentiful.  Members of the Pasadena ISD 
school board should be active contribu-
tors to our community and knowledgeable 
about all of our school district. They must 
advocate for all students and staff as well 
as the entire PISD community.   
 As a lifelong citizen of the Pasadena 
community, parent of a PISD graduate 
and employee of the school district, there 
are none more qualifi ed to serve our com-
munity on the school board as Marshall 
Kendrick, Vickie Morgan and Kenny Fer-
nandez.  
 The facts of their success as school 
board members are clear and indisput-
able.  The experiences and growth these 
three candidates have brought to PISD 
have led to years of continued success for 
Pasadena ISD.  
 Among the highlights for our school 
district are the above average percentage 
of high school graduates and the many 
opportunities our high school students 
have to set them up for success once they 
do graduate. 
 Our district is one of the largest pro-
viders for Personalized Learning in the 
country.  Our students have college and 
career opportunities starting for them at 
early ages. Our parents also are provided 
opportunities to partner with each school 
along the way.  It is the experience and 
deep knowledge of schools that make 
Kendrick, Morgan and Fernandez the 
clear choice for our school board.  Pas-
adena ISD is a treasure in this commu-
nity.  Let’s make sure we keep it that way 
by electing these three candidates. They 
support the students, parents, communi-
ty and all employees to be successful and 
grow.  Help continue the success in PISD!                

Diane Phelan

Hance seeks vote
for San Jac board
 A lifelong resident of Deer Park and 
Pasadena, I’m a graduate of Deer Park 
High School with honors. I attended San 
Jacinto College, where I was Vice Presi-
dent of Phi Theta Kappa, National Honor 
Society, and President of the Sophomore 
Class of 1968. 
 I went on to the University of Hous-
ton, where I earned a bachelor’s degree 
in mathematics. I then went to work for 
Maintenance Engineering Corporation in 
1971, and in 2003, bought the chemical 
division and named it MECO Inc. servic-
ing the Gulf Coast water treatment needs 
with offi ces in Houston and New Orleans. 
I sold the company in 2017 and now serve 
as a consultant.
 I have always been fond of and asso-
ciated with San Jacinto College, having 
served on the Foundation Board, raising 
money for scholarships since 2007, and 
was the Foundations Board Chairman in 
2010 and 2011. I also served as a Trustee 
for the college from 2011 to 2017.
 As a highly motivated and experienced 
individual, I feel I can do another great job 
as a Trustee for the College with my busi-
ness background, fi nancial background, 
and love for the College. I am passionate 
about making a meaningful difference in 
our community, and if elected, I am com-
mitted to bringing a collaborative mindset 

to the table. I believe in effective commu-
nication, integrity, and transparency. I am 
confi dent I will help the Board of Trustees 
make the best possible decisions for the 
San Jacinto College community.

Brad Hance

Mattress Mack
no stranger to area
 Sunday the Houston Chronicle has a 
long article, on 3 pages, about Mattress 
Mack and what he has done for Houston 
and Harris County. Where he came from 
and all that he does for the community, 
Christmas donations, helps in disasters 
with his vehicles, helping people and or-
ganizations, supporting sports, a solid 
catholic and involved in politics. 
 One thing not mentioned, he visited 
Saint Frances Cabrini Catholic church. Do 
not remember the year but it had to be 30 
+ years ago. He was speaking at various 
places including churches. So I called, yes 
he answered the phone, and asked him to 
speak to our church. Sure, select a date, 
if I am available, and time and I will. Wife 
and I being involved in Men’s and Wom-
ens club we selected a joint date. I went 
back and he was open, so told him how to 
fi nd the church (before GPS) and I would 
meet him at the Culver road entrance. He 
showed up on time and as we drove to his 
parking spot he said tell me as much as 
you can about the church. I did. Walked 
into a large crowd and all applauded. He 
gave his talk and then talked to people. A 
lady came up and asked if he would visit 
with her husband, a WW ll vet, blind and 
in a wheelchair. Forget his name. Went 
to Mack and asked him, he immediately 
stopped talking to those and went to this 
man. Took his hand, introduced himself 
and they talked shortly. I still remember 
the big smile this man had. That is Mat-
tress Mack and the history of his visiting 
St. Frances.                         Jim Muecke
Publisher’s note: About that same time, 
Mack came out to the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce on multiple occa-
sions. A special guy.       Marie Flickinger, 

publisher

Jones laments
loss of old friend
 I was so sad to see the obituary notice 
for Reene Hooper in the last Southbelt 
Leader. Many moons ago I worked with 
her at the food stamp offi ce on Fuqua, but 
she quit there to move to other things. I 
didn’t reconnect with until I started shop-
ping at Tri Health Food Store. She knew 
everything about every supplement and 
vitamin Herman sold and was my go 
to person for advice as to what to take 
and what not to take. She will be greatly 
missed.

Sandra Jones

Fred Roberts shares 
whom he supports
 My answer to those who have asked 
whom I support for Pasadena ISD. School 
Board:
1. KENNY FERNANDEZ
2. MARSHALL KENDRICK 
3. VICKI MORGAN 

Sincerely,
Fred Roberts
PISD Trustee 

28 Yrs

 The Harris Central Ap-
praisal District is reminding 
property owners who ex-
perienced damage to their 
property during the January 
tornado to apply for a tem-
porary disaster exemption. 
“I want to remind everyone 
who had physical damage to 
their property in the January 
tornadoes that the deadline to 
apply for the temporary di-
saster exemption is May 11,” 
said Roland Altinger, chief 
appraiser. “The exemption is 
available to help owners re-
duce their 2023 property tax-
es.”
 The Texas Tax Code al-
lows qualifi ed property that 
is at least 15 percent dam-
aged by a disaster to receive 
a temporary exemption of a 
portion of the appraised val-

ue of the property.  Qualifi ed 
property includes real proper-
ty such as homes and build-
ings, certain manufactured 
homes and tangible personal 
property used for the produc-
tion of income for a business.
 The property owner must 
apply for the temporary ex-
emption no later than 105 
days after the governor de-
clares a disaster area.  Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott de-
clared the state a disaster area 
on January 26 so the tempo-
rary disaster exemption ap-
plication must be fi led with 
the appraisal district no later 
than May 11.
 The disaster applica-
tion form can be found on-
line at www.hcad.org under 
FORMS > ALL FORMS > 
General Information > Form 

50-312, Temporary Exemp-
tion for Property Damaged 
by a Disaster. The form 
should be mailed to the ad-
dress indicated on the form, 
which is Harris Central Ap-
praisal District, Information 
and Assistance Division, P.O. 
Box 922012, Houston, Texas 
77292-2012. For more infor-
mation, contact HCAD’s in-
formation center at 713-957-
7800 or email help@hcad.
org. 

Tornado disaster exemption due May 11

Publisher’s Opinion
sity of Houston and worked 
as an electrical engineer until 
his retirement.  He enjoyed his 
family, fi shing, tinkering, gar-
dening and playing his video 
games. He had a wicked sense 
of humor and especially loved 
pranking folks - mostly his 
wife. He would rather laugh 
about things than get upset.    
 Mike is survived by his 
wife; daughters Christine Ed-
win, Jennifer Stagner (husband 
Phillip); and stepdaughters 
Lori Montelongo (husband 
John) and Kristie Rodriguez;  
his grandchildren Justin Stein 
(wife Kayla), Bianca Robles, 
Heather Stagner, Jacob, Al-
yssa, Joshua and Jaxon Mon-
telongo; and his great-grand-
children Hayden, Skylar and 
Lucas Stein. He is also sur-
vived by his sisters Frances 
Teague (husband Dan), Mary 
McFarland (husband Tim); 
brothers Stephen and Richard 
Haltoml; uncle and aunt Rob-
ert and Brenda Hanus; as well 
as many nieces and nephews. 
Lastly, by his  faithful pups, 
Bean, Charlie and Millie, who 
stayed by his side and comfort-

Janie 
Balderas

 Janie Balderas, 74, passed 
away Wednesday, April 19, 
2023, after a brief hospital stay. 
She was born Dec. 4, 1948, to 
Alejos (Alex) and Jesusa (Su-
sie) Guillen of Port Lavaca. 
 She moved to the Beverly 
Hills/South Belt area in the 
early 1970s with her husband 
and two daughters and lived 
here ever since.
 She is preceded in death by 
her husband Eleazar Balderas; 
her parents; brothers  Alex and 
Sonny Guillen; and sisters 
Margie Delgado, Estella Gar-
za, Mary Soloya and Annie 
Baez.
 Survivors include her two 
daughters Brenda Balderas and 
fi ancé Gil Castro of Pearland, 
Sandra Medina and son-in-
law Nick Medina of Manvel; 
and three granddaughters Me-
gan Medina, Jenna Medina 
and fi ancé Jorge Dominguez 
and Audrey Medina. She also 
leaves behind two great-grand-
children Scarlett and Christo-
pher Dominguez.
 There will be a private fam-
ily gathering as well as a cele-
bration of life at a later date.

Clothing drive to benefi t Dobie reunion
 Phil the Box clothing donation drive will take place May 19, 20 and 21, with the drop box 
located at Burleigh Chiropractic, 11700 Beamer Road, Houston 77089. Items that will be ac-
cepted are clothing, linens, towels, caps, hats,  backpacks, wallets, purses and computer bags. 
All the proceeds will benefi t J. Frank Dobie High School’s 40-year reunion.

CCART May meeting scheduled
 The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers will hold 
its May meeting Tuesday, May 9. Featured speakers will be the 
superintendents from CCISD and Dickinson ISD. They will pro-
vide information about their districts both as a review of the cur-
rent academic year and a look ahead to 2023-2024. 
 The social gathering is at 10 a.m. followed by the meeting 
at 10:30. CCART will provide an Italian lunch for members. A  
RSVP for the lunch is requested. All Texas-retired school em-
ployees from the area are invited. Annual dues are $50.

Parker Williams releases May calendar
 The Parker Williams Li-
brary has recently released 
its program schedule for 
May 2023.
 Family Story Time is 
held  Mondays at 11:15 a.m. 
and all ages are welcome.
 Babies ‘n’ Books is held  
Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m., and 
is recommended for little 
ones aged 0-2.
 Toddler Time is sched-
uled for Thursdays at 10:15 
a.m. This is recommended 
for little ones aged 2-4.
 The ESL Conversation 
Club is held every Thursday 
at 10 a.m. for those who are 
learning English and want 
the chance to hold conver-
sations with native speakers 
and other students. 
 Vietnamese help service 
are scheduled at 10 a.m., 
Tuesday, May 9, 16, 23 and 
30. Vietnamese speakers 
will assist attendees in fi ll-
ing out application forms 
pertaining to citizenship and 
Green card renewal as well 

as provide job seeking tips. 
This is a free service. Please 
call or visit the library to 
make appointments.
 Vietnamese basic com-
puter classes are set for 
Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. on 
May 9, 16, 23 and 30. These 
classes are for Vietnamese 
speakers who want to en-
hance their computer skills 
and learn how to better use 
their laptop for daily life. 
Registration is required.
 Join Loc Bui on Satur-
days for Vietnamese Learn-
ing Time, for adults and 
kids aged eight years and 
older. Registration is re-
quired. The level one class 
for children is from 10 to 
11:15 a.m. Level one for 
adults is from 11:15 a.m. to 
12: 45 p.m., Saturday May 6 
and 13.
 For more information 
about classes and to regis-
ter, call or visit the library.
 An adult craft group fo-
cused on creating paper 

fl ower wreaths is scheduled 
for Monday, May 8, at 6 p.m. 
The public is encouraged to 
join in creating some fun 
spring décor with recycled 
materials. All the supplies 
will be provided.
 A Dungeons and Drag-
ons game session will be 
held Tuesday, May 9 and 
23, at 3:30 p.m. D&D is a 
fantasy tabletop role-play-
ing game (RPG) where the 
players create characters and 
form an adventuring party 
who explore fantasy worlds 
together as they embark on 
epic quests and level up in 
experience. Those interested 
in playing are encouraged to 
join the next session.
 A community craft ses-
sion, focused on DIY Moth-
er’s Day cards, is scheduled 
for Thursday, May 11, at 3 
p.m. This card can be de-
signed by kids or adults to 
make a nice gift for moms, 
aunties or grandmas. All 
materials are provided.

 Tech Time is set for 
Wednesday, May 17, at 11 
a.m. for those who need help 
installing an update, format-
ting a document, setting up 
an email, or just one-on-one 
technology help.
 The Asian American Pa-
cifi c Islander Heritage month 
Celebration is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 20, at 10 a.m. 
The public is encouraged to 
join in on the AAPI celebra-
tion. The celebration will in-
clude highlighting cultures 
in different Asian Pacifi c re-
gions, tasting Asian snacks 
and a Q&A presented by na-
tive representatives in their 
national costumes. The craft 
is a DIY painted paper hand 
fan. Ones who attend have 
the opportunity to explore 
their creative talent to make 
a DIY gift to bring home (all 
materials are provided) fol-
lowing with lucky drawings 
and refreshments at the end 
of the event.
 The Readers Rendez-
vous Book Club will be held 
Monday, May 22 at 6 p.m. 
for a discussion of “What 
Moves the Dead” by T. 
Kingfi sher.
 The month of May is 
poetry month. In light of 
this, the event Code Night 
with E is scheduled for 
Wednesday, May 24, at 6 
p.m. Attendees will have 
the chance to  make poems 
using ChatGPT. ChatGPT 
(Chat Generative Pre-
trained Transformer) is an 
artifi cial intelligence (AI) 
chatbot developed by Ope-
nAI and launched in No-
vember 2022. The AI model 
is trained to follow prompts 
and instructions then pro-
vide a detailed response.

 Harris County Commis-
sioners Court approved the 
Department of Economic Eq-
uity and Opportunity’s guide-
lines and criteria for granting 
tax abatements in reinvest-
ment zones to increase and 
strengthen existing commu-
nity benefi ts and worker pro-
tections. The policy, takes ef-
fect immediately and builds 
on changes made in 2020 to 
ensure competitive wages, 
access to affordable and qual-
ity health care, safety training 
and the encouragement of 
minority- and women-owned 
business enterprise participa-
tion. The changes include a 
clean energy provision that 
will align with Harris Coun-
ty’s climate action priorities 
and foster innovations in re-
newable energy.
 Commissioner Rodney 
Ellis, who led the creation of 
the Department of Econom-

ic Equity and Opportunity 
and advocated for communi-
ty benefi ts in 2020, said the 
updates are signifi cant for 
the region’s future. “We have 
a responsibility to promote 
equitable economic growth 
and shared prosperity. When 
companies get a break, our 
communities should benefi t, 
too,” Ellis said. 
 “Additionally, our updat-
ed guidelines will incentivize 
businesses to reduce carbon 
emissions, develop technolo-
gies to address climate crisis, 
and help our region become a 
leader in sustainability.” 
 He said the updates will 
create job opportunities by 
ensuring at least 50 percent 
of new employees at the proj-
ect location are Harris Coun-
ty residents. All full-time em-
ployees must be paid a fair 
wage and offered affordable 
health care plans. In addition, 

incentivized projects must in-
clude a Fair Chance Hiring 
plan to provide job opportu-
nities for people with a state 
criminal history.
 The policy emphasizes the 
importance of safe work en-
vironments by ensuring con-
tractors with Occupational 
Safety and Health Adminis-
tration investigations or vi-
olations will not be allowed 
on incentivized projects. The 
policy prohibits contractors 
with outstanding wage theft 
claims or a recent history of 
wage theft. “We must incen-
tivize safe jobs,” Ellis said. 
“Texas is the deadliest state 
for construction workers, 
which is why we’ve mandat-
ed multilingual OSHA-10 
and OSHA-30 safety training 
in the language that is best 
for construction workers and 
their supervisors to ensure 
safe work environments.”

Commissioners Court approves 
granting OSHA tax abatements
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Continued from Page 1
 Position 1 incumbent Eri-
ca Davis-Rouse is being chal-
lenged by Brad Hance.
 Candidates Michelle Can-
tú-Wilson and Karen Wheel-
er-Hall are competing for the 
Position 2 seat currently held 
by Ruede Wheeler, who is not 
seeking re-election.
 For more San Jacinto elec-
tion info, visit www.sanjac.edu/
about-san-jac/board-trustees/
election-information/board-elec

tion-may-2023.
 The cities of Friendswood, 
South Houston and Pasadena 
will also hold simultaneous 
elections. The City of Pearland 
will hold a joint election with 
Brazoria County. Harris Coun-
ty voters may now cast their 
ballot at any polling location 
regardless of their precinct. 
 To see a list of polling lo-
cations, visit www.harrisvotes.
com. Voting hours are 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m.

Election Day May 6

The incident happened Mon-
day, May 1, during the day 
near Sabo Road.
 Another member of the 
same app posted a video of a 
woman that was seen sitting 
and waiting at the porch and 
then tried to open the mem-
ber’s home door. 
 The incident occurred 
Wednesday, April 26 near 
Astoria Boulevard between 
Blackhawk Boulevard and 
Beamer Road.

students is a superintendent who is good, 
honest, caring and a superior educator. 
DeeAnn is all of these. What race she is, 
is not near as important as the previously 
mentioned attributes.
 Our district has done a tremendous job 
in educating students.
 It does not take much time to vote. In the  
area one can vote Saturday at El Franco  
Lee Park, the annex at Scarsdale or the 
Jones Technical building at San Jac South.
 Please take time to vote, it is critical.
 CCISD has an election, but it is for sin-
gle-member districts which are not in our 
area. Marie Flickinger

Publisher

 Saturday, May 6 is the last time to vote 
in  the Pasadena  ISD and San Jac races. 
 I cannot stress enough how very im-
portant the Pasadena race is. There is no 
doubt in my mind that this race could cost 
us the superintendent.
 And what a fantastic superintendent 
she has been. In my nearly 50 years of 
working with (and sometimes against) 
the PISD district, I have never known a 
better superintendent.
 It is a known fact that some on the 
board believe our superintendent and 
others should be replaced since they are 
not the ““correct“ race.
 I believe what is most important for our 

Please vote, its critical for our community
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ed him during his illness. 
 Mike is predeceased by his 
father Joseph Ploch, his moth-
er Nancy Haltom and his step-
father Carl Haltom.
 The family wants to extend 
its heartfelt thanks for Mike’s 
caretakers Johnny Ikott, Reju 
Thomas, Latoshia Sigler and 
Cheryl Marek from the Eyes of 
Hope; as well as Tonya Knight 
from First Light Home Care 
and to Belinda and Karen from 
Good Shepherd Hospice for all 
the love, care and support they 
gave Mike.
 Visitation is Thursday, May 
11, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel of the Gardens, 12001 
Beamer.  Burial is Friday, May 
12, at 1 p.m. at the Houston 
National Cemetery, 10410 
Veterans Memorial Drive. His 
wife expressed her thoughts, 
“Rest in peace, Babe – fl y 
high, until we are together 
again.”
 In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily requests donations in his 
name to the annual South Belt 
Christmas Toy Drive c/o The 
South Belt Leader. For infor-
mation, call 281-481-5656.
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Students of the Month recognized at Atkinson

At left, pre-K student Ale-
jandro Donado of Ma-
ria Hubley’s homeroom 
works carefully and con-
sistently in class. He un-
derstands that practicing 
will help him improve. He 
is kind and sets a good ex-
ample for others. 

At right, kindergartner 
Alexa Ibarra of Ludi Pe-
rez’s homeroom is a stu-
dent that always shows a 
good example of diligence 
in the classroom. She is al-
ways persistent and hard-
working, that means not 
quitting even when the 
work requires more effort 
than expected. She works 
hard and carefully. Perez 
commented, “Keep up the 
good work, Alexa.”

Atkinson Elementary of-
fi cials recently awarded 
their exemplary students 
and commented on their 
work for the month of 
April. At right, fi rst-grad-
er Adrian Sigaran of Sheri 
Graham’s homeroom has 
worked diligently in all 
that he does, and it shows 
in both his academics and 
behavior. He is always mo-
tivated and has a smile on 
his face. Graham related, 
“Keep up the great work, 
Adrian.”

Above, second-grader Is-
abella Caballero of Kath-
ie Teuscher’s homeroom 
exhibits diligence – just 
one of the many qualities 
of good citizenship she 
shows every day. Isabella 
is conscientious, making 
the extra effort to check 
her work, her behavior 
and noticing how she af-
fects others. Isabella’s dil-
igence is one reason she is 
consistently above average 
in her academics. She has 
the foundation for contin-
ued success through her 
school years. Teuscher 
said, “Be proud, Isabella, 
you earned it.”

At left, third-grader Adrian 
Manzanarez of Ashley Ar-
menta’s class is constantly 
giving 100 percent and is 
very determined. He can 
miss one question on a test 
and will still go out of his 
way to see how he can im-
prove. Adrian is very sweet 
and always willing to help 
his classmates. He shows 
responsibility by turning in 
his work on time and show-
ing up to school every day 
with a ready-to-learn atti-
tude. Armenta commented, 
“You are doing a fantastic 
job Adrian!”

At left, fourth-grader Mad-
dox Sanchez of Tulu Sark-
ar’s homeroom is a remark-
able student. His friends 
relate to him as a reliable 
and responsible person. He 
looks out for his classmates, 
and they trust him and seek 
him out in times of need. 
He is kind, compassionate, 
honest and charming. He 
helps with good, level-head-
ed advice and his easygoing 
demeanor makes him ap-
proachable to others. 

At right, third-grad-
er Max Scott of Prachi 
Bhatt’s class has been so 
persistent in making an 
effort in every task and 
that has shown in his 
performance records. He 
has always been working 
hard and given his best. 
Bhatt said, “So proud of 
you, Max.”

Beverly Hills fifth six-weeks honor roll
 Beverly Hills Intermediate 
offi cials recently released the 
honor roll lists for the fi fth six-
weeks period of the 2022-2023 
school year.

Seventh grade
 Yaslin Acosta, Arie Adams, 
Lilah Aguayo, Rafael Alcala, 
Daniel Alvarez, Giovannie Al-
vear, Chloe Anderson, Andrea 
Arredondo, Joshua Barboza, 
Amiyah Barnes and Angelica 
Barragan.
 Zadie Battarbee, Hailey 
Bonilla, Jahsai Burke, Darryl 
Campbell, Jaxson Canales, 
Javanni Capuchino, Damian 
Chavez, Ives Collazo Muniz, 
Alondra Cruz, Phi Dang, Gen-
esis Darby and Anita Djato.
 Ricky Doan, Jacqueline En-
riquez, Emily Espinoza, Karla 
Fernandez, Mya Flores, Trinity 
Franks, Issabella Gaitan, Mi-
guel Garcia, Ethan Guerrero, 
Damian Gutierrez, Rebekah 
Hale and Luna Hernandez.
 Mia Hernandez, Natalia 
Hernandez, Ineke Hicks, Liz-
beth Hinojosa, Huyen Ho-
ang, Angela Huynh, Carden 
Huynh, Andrew Jaramillo 
Zamora, Cruz Jasso, Jason 
Jasso, Zaria Johnson and Nhu 
Le.
 Alexander Limachi, Ava 
Lopez, Miguel Loredo, Ash-
ley Ly, Emmery Lynn, Karely 
Maldonado, Diego Marban, 
Isaias Martinez, Hammad Ma-
tin, Kyndall McClain, Mat-
thew Mellott, Julianna Mikul-
ski, Janenish Muniz, Angel 
Myles and Ann Nguyen.
 Cathy Nguyen, Jocelyn 
Nguyen, Johnny Nguyen, Jus-
tin Nguyen, Khai Nguyen, 
Lucas Nguyen, Steven Nguy-
en, Kendrik Norman, Avery 
Payne, Martin Peng and Luis 
Perez.
 Toryn Provost, Andrew 
Quinteros, Harsh Rana, Bree 
Rennert, Elisa Reyes, Rubi 
Reyes, Je’licia Rivet, Alys-
sa Rodriguez, Dayra Rojas, 
Kailani Rudd, Davien San-
ni-Thomas and Emiliano 
Servin.
 Kamari Sherman, Bel-
la Sherwood, Destiny Sid-
iropoulos, Harrison Solorzano 

Sanchez, Natalie Soto, Sanaa 
Stephens, Kolby Stubblefi eld, 
Shelby Talavera and Genesis 
Tamez.
 Jordyn Thomas, Dawson 
Tran, Kahlan Tran, Kathleen 
Tran, Tammy Tran, Yen Tran, 
Gabriel Trevino, Olivia Trev-
ino, Omar Vega, Sophia Vil-
larreal, Kiet Vo, Victoria Vu, 
Ethyn Ybarra and Candi Zuni-
ga.

Eighth grade
 Janisleidis Aguila, Arlette 
Aguirre, Marianne Aiello, Vi-
anka Alanis, Victor Alanis, 
Carlos Albarran, Kevin Alfa-
ro, Nathalie Almanza, Aracely 
Alvarado, Brooke Anderson, 
Sunisa Anderson, Kobe Arre-
dondo, Maria Arredondo, Roy 
Azinge and Arianna Bermu-
dez.
 Qumaine Bernard, Vanessa 
Blanco, Charles Bruno, Jose 
Bucio, Hermallony Campos, 
Nicholas Cantu, Alonah Car-
ter, Gabrielle Castilleja, Britny 
Cedillos, Lucas Cena, Ashlyn 
Coleman, Jordyn Cooper, Se-
bastian Cordova and Lenneth 
Cruz.
 Katelin Dang, Angel Davis, 
Tahj Davis, Ashley De Arcos, 
Natalie De Paz, Aden Dejesus, 
Jonathan Diaz, Elizabeth Dinh, 
Matthew Dunn, Devin Duong, 
Kevin Duong, Joel Esparza 
and Ailey Espinoza.
 Ruben Flores, Makayla 
Flowers, Diego Garcia, Jorge 
Garcia, Mauricio Garcia, Ge-
rardo Garza, Valeria Garza, 
Orlando Gomez, Jadyn Gon-
zalez, Marcos Gonzalez, Sarah 
Gonzalez and Wendy Guerrero 
Celay.
 Jimena Gutierrez Verdin, 
Alan Hamlett, Aniya Harris, 
Madison Hayduke, Abigail 
Hernandez, Cleveland Hill, 
Kevin Hoang, Henry Hong, 
Hannah Hua, Maliah Jackson, 
Emma Jacob and Joshua Ja-
maica.
 Ximena Jasso Moreno, 
Monica Jasso, Ka’mauri John-
son, Ashia Jones, Ariana Kain-
er, Nadia Kydoniefs, Anh Le, 
Huy Le, Vu Le, Adrianne Mar-
tinez, Serina Martinez, Molly 
Mata, Jayden Mayeux, Pretty 

McCoy, Grace Menahem, Yas-
min Mendez and Emma Men-
diola.
 Nadia Mondragon, Ethan 
Mora, Ashley Moreno, 
Charleston Nash, Joshua Ne-
gron, Alissa Nguyen Hoang, 
Duy Nguyen, Hieu Nguy-
en, Jocelyn Nguyen, Kelvin 
Nguyen, Linh Nguyen, Mark 
Nguyen and Minh Nguyen.
 Vincent Nguyen, Jeremiah 
O’neal, Aidan Ojeda Obregon, 
Estefani Orellana Ramirez, Jo-
seph Oviedo, Luciano Padilla, 
Nathan Paredez, Kaitlyn Peci-
na, Nevaeh Perez, Truc Pham, 
Vincent Pham, Savannah Pich-
ardo and Andrew Posey.
 Emely Quijano, Amelie 
Ramirez, Fabian Ramirez, 
Branden Ray, Cecilia Reyna, 
Adelyn Rincon, Marco Rin-

con, Melvin Rivas, Ismael Ro-
driguez Marquez, Tatiana Ro-
driguez and Isaias Ruiz.
 Daniel Salamanca, Mariah 
Santana, Ava Sauceda, Noah 
Serna, David Shaffner, De-
shaun Singleton, Jacob Solis, 
Jonathan Solis, Alina Sosa, 
Jayden Starkes, Nehemiah 
Stepney, Jennifer Tan, Han Tat 
and Eva Taylor.
 Marlee Tillman, Tiffani 
Tillman, Ja-nasia Tompkins, 
Miriam Torres De Leon, Xi-
mena Torres-Zuniga, Dan-
iel Tran, Kaylie Tran, Alex 
Truong and Tuyet Truong.
 Thomas Turrubiartes, Cyn-
thia Vagliente, Ruben Vasquez, 
Julian Villasenor, Tina Vo, 
Minh Vu, Christopher Wick-
liff, Courtney Williams, Ama-
ya Wilson and Lily Yam.

South Houston High School announces honor roll for the fifth sixth-weeks grading period 
 South Houston High School 
offi cials recently named their 
honor roll students for the fi fth 
six-weeks period of the 2022-
2023 school year.

Ninth grade
 Melody Acosta, Za’niyah 
Agege, Ariana Aguirre, Adal-
iz Alejandro, Ludvin Aleman 
Retana, Judit Almaguer, Abel 
Alvarez Recendiz, Santos 
Amescua, Danyel Anaya, Jose 
Angulo and Erik Arana.
 Audel Arellano Duarte, 
Yefferson Argueta Argueta, 
Manuel Arredondo Garcia, 
Christopher Avila, Isabella 
Avila, Devon Barnwell, David 
Bartolo, Juan Becerra and Alan 
Bello.
 Madison Bennette, Nevaeh 
Bernal, Christiani Bonilla, 
Isaiah Bonilla, Ronald Brown 
Toirac, Mia Caballero, Alejan-
dro Castillo, Arelyn Castillo, 
Luis Castro, Katia Chavez, Ti-
ana Costa and Emanuel Cruz 
Mont.
 Andres Cruz, Efren Cruz, 
Kristal Delacruz, Samuel De-
leon, Hannah Eldreth, David 
Flores, Sean Flores, Gideon 
Fowler, Diego Franco Mo-
rales, Anthony Funez, Alejan-
dro Galindo and Jacinto Galle-
go Cobo.
 Joheli Garcia Gonzalez, 
Yoandri Garcia Gonzalez, An-
gel Garcia, Dayana Garcia, 
Chloe Gillespie, Jose Godoy, 
Arianna Gomez, Carlos Go-
mez, George Gonzalez Agulla, 
Joel Gonzalez, Lestat Gonza-
lez and Raul Gonzalez.
 Meagan Grays, Brianna 
Grimaldo, Sumayah Guada-
lupe, Gervyn Gutierrez Guil-
len, Ana Hernandez, Saleste 
Hernandez, Laura Hinojo-
sa, Ann Hounmetin, Roman 

Huerta, Janette Hurtado and 
Anthony Jaime Fraga.
 Teyana Jenkins, Alexia 
Lacio-Wardrop, Averie La-
salle, Anahi Ledesma, Axel 
Lopez Carbajal, Anahi Lule, 
Dayris Malasquez Montalvo, 
Tekayla Mann, Helen Mara-
diaga Munoz, Diego Marti-
nez, Dylan Martinez, Gerardo 
Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, 
Yair Martinez, Gensil Melgar 
Molina, Maximo Mendoza, 
Kinereth Meraz Zelaya, Beat-
riz Meza and Luis Miranda Es-
cobar.
 Jonathan Mojica, Isai Mo-
rales, Juan Morales, Obed Mo-
rales, Ra’tavia Osborne, Lia 
Otero Cuza, Madelaine Pal-
ma, Ria Pandya, Andrea Pati-
no, Adrian Pena, Hector Pena, 
Jayden Pena, Wendy Perez 
Morales and Juan Perez.
 Gabriela Portillo, Jessica 
Pulido, Johana Ramirez, Jazlin 
Ramirez-Rivera, Reggie Ran-
gel Quinones, Alexis Rangel, 
German Realejo Morataya, 
Katherin Realejo Morataya, 
Michelle Reyes and Yasmine 
Reyes.
 Martha Reyes-Lechado, 
Benjamin Reyna, Saniyah 
Rhodes, Gabriela Rios, Samir 
Rivera Garcia, Evelyn Rivera 
Mena, Stefany Rivera Valdez, 
Jacob Rivera, Grecia Rodri-
guez Agraz, Junior Rodriguez 
Ramirez and Valerie Rodri-
guez.
 Alexia Romero, Rubi Ro-
sario Cruz, Jade Ruiz, Evelyn 
Sainz, Freddy Sanchez Lopez, 
Sheryl Sanchez Ortiz, Jhazma-
ny Sanchez, Alexandra Santi-
ago, Sophia Sauceda, Gabriel 
Serrato, Shannon Shaw, An-
drea Silva and Eric Silva.
 Grace Sonnier, Kayla Su-

arez, Sarah Suarez, Kayleen 
Talley, Erendira Torres, 
Hayden Tran, Valery Trevino, 
Diego Valdes Legra, Isabel 
Vasquez, Amairani Vega, Bry-
an Velasquez Chavez, Joseph 
Velasquez Crisanto, Katherine 
Villalobos, Clarity Villanueva, 
Annetthe Zacarias Trevizo and 
Estrella Zavala.

10th grade
 Dalilah Acosta, Agustin 
Aguilar, Jazlynn Aguilon, 
Carolina Alvarez, Kevin Alva-
rez, Anderson Amaya Urias, 
Annastasia Anowey, Jocelyn 
Aranda, Joshua Arriaga, Ga-
lia Barbosa, Aryanna Benitez, 
Jazmin Bocanegra and Regi-
nald Brooks.
 Jordan Buckner, Car-
los Burgos Reyes, Reynal-
do Cabrera, Benito Cadena, 
Michelle Cano, Yeison Car-
bajal, Gabriella Castaneda, 
Emiliano Castilleja, Adamari 
Castillo, Natalia Castillo, Se-
lina Chamorro and Melanie 
Chaverria.
 Da’Jonae Citizen, Lee 
Cleveland, Barbara Collazo, 
Perla Colmenero, Rosa Con-
treras, Victoria Contreras, 
Lester Cortes Varela, Nataly 
Coto-Chong, D’asia Criswell, 
Jeady Cruz, Bryan De Leon, 
Valerie Del Valle and Krystal 
Delgado.
 Lorenzo Delgado, Nathan 
Diaz, Jesus Dimas, Elizabeth 
Erwin, Kayleen Erwin, Sharon 
Escalante, Kevin Espinal Le-
mus, Erick Estrada Guity, Dar-
iana Fierro, Jennifer Flores, 
Ariana Franco, Kylie Gale, 
Isbery Garcia Romero and Bri-
ahnna Garcia.
 Carlos Garcia, Diego Gar-
cia, Lupita Garcia, Xzavian 
Garcia, Rogelio Garibay, Tania 

Garza de Leon, Alinna Garza, 
Giselle Garza, Mia Gaytan, 
Deborah Getu, Cecilia Gomez, 
Christopher Gomez, Evelyn 
Gomez and Rachel Gonzalez 
Rodriguez.
 Diana Gracia, Yenny 
Granados, Jonathan Guerra 
Chacon, Amy Guerra, David 
Guevara, Karina Guillen, Jade 
Guzman, Rayne Hale, Rafael 
Henriquez Garay, Alexia Her-
nandez and Joselyn Hernan-
dez.
 Ana Herrera, Kaitlyn Hous-
ton, Kayren Houston, Rosa 
Huerta, Aniya Johnson, Ma-
rina Joya Campos, Edward 
Juarez, Navya Karunarathne, 
Angel Kelly, Norma Lazo 
Sauceda, Jennifer Leanos-Avi-
na, Jayden Leos, Antonio Lo-
pez, Jazmin Lopez, Juan Lo-
pez and Felix Lozano.
 Patricia Luna Argueta, Ra-
quel Malbro, Edith Maldona-
do, Alonso Marquez, Brianna 
Martinez, Daniel Martinez, 
Eduardo Martinez, Joanith 
Martinez, Ramiro Martinez, 
Raphael Martinez, Ricardo 
Martinez and William Marti-
nez.
 Pricsilla Mendiola, Cin-
dy Molina, Jonathan Morales, 
Kevin Morales, Miguel More-
no, Yazmine Moreno, Kiara 
Moya de la Rosa, Daniela 
Murcia Reyes, Gerald Muril-
lo, Camila Navarro Moran and 
Kimberly Negrete.
 Kristi Nguyen, Leslie Oli-
veros, Danny Olmos, Vanessa 
Ortiz, Edgar Ortuno, Diego 
Osejo, Leonardo Otero Cuza, 
Ilian Pacheco Villafranca, 
Noah Parras, Kelly Patel, Alex-
is Paz, Christian Perez and Vic-
toria Perrett.
 Thien Pham, Jack Phu, Jo-

vanny Portillo, Valerie Porti-
llo, Jovany Quezada, Felipe 
Quinteros-Amaya, Christy 
Ram, Camila Ramirez, Fatima 
Ramirez, Xiomara Ramirez, 
Caitlin Ramos, Tatyana Ramos 
and Hugo Rangel.
 Roselyn Rangel, Inary 
Reyes, Yaneli Reyes, Cassan-
dra Rivas, Jennifer Rivera, 
Chelsea Robertson, Mahia 
Rodriguez Agraz, Angel Ro-
driguez Castillo, Aldamaris 
Roman Tellez, Alexis Romero, 
Luis Rosales, Rosalinda Sala-
zar and Anthony Salinas.
 Deevanie Sanchez, Jeilyn 
Sanchez, Lindsey Sanchez, 
Jovante Sandles, Diego Santil-
lan, Madison Scott, Irma Sosa 
Villafranca, Natalie Terrones, 
Alondra Torres, Xiomara Tor-
res, Betzabet Trinidad Yepez 
and Joaquin Vargas.
 Jonathon Vargas, Maniah 
Velez, Ruby Vences, Pamela 
Viera, Damian Villa, Sairah 
Villalobos, Devon Whitaker, 
Courtney Wright, Marlen Zav-
ala and Evelin Zavaleta.

11th grade
 Mikaela Acosta, Marjorie 
Aleman Retana, Jessica Alfaro, 
Elizabeth Almaguer, Christo-
pher Almanza, David Alvara-
do Paz, Pedro Alvarez, Daniel 
Arias, Andrea Ayala, Jonathan 
Barrientos, Amy Becerra and 
Christopher Bowshier.
 Ovidio Bustillo, Maris-
sa Caballero, Ashley Cadena, 
Rosa Campos, Ashly Canales 
Arias, Gustavo Cano-Merca-
do, Jose Cardoza, Emily Cas-
tillo, Aaron Chavarria, Ange-
lina Damian, Arlet Delgado, 
Paola Diaz Galvan and Xavier 
Diaz.
 Abraham Escareno, Syntrel 
Evans, Everth Flores, Jayden 

Flores, Jesus Flores, Natalie 
Funes, Manuel Gamboa, Aldo 
Garcia Loya, Abraham Garcia, 
Alexia Garcia, Naomy Garcia, 
Nathalie Garcia and Alexis 
Garza.
 Emily Garza, Ethan Garza, 
Trynity Garza, Dahlila Gomez, 
Angel Gonzalez Torres, Nefer-
titi Guzman, Will’aysia Harris, 
Cristian Hernandez, Valeria 
Hernandez and Angela Herrera.
 Elissa Herrera, Kayla 
Hughes, Ciara Jackson, Jose 
Labra, Kayleen Leal, Abril 
Leon, Stormy Lindsey, Car-
los Lopez Montoya, Francisco 
Lopez Tejada, Daniela Maldo-
nado, Genesis Marin, Judith 
Martinez and Kassandra Mar-
tinez.
 Raul Martinez, Ariana 
Mendoza, Josue Miranda, 
Edgar Najera, Aldo Navarro 
Moran, Iliana Olivarez, Ana-
marie Olvera, Emily Parra, 
Ryan Pham, Adrian Pineda, 
Evyn Ponce, Fernando Prune-
da, Giselle Quintero, Kaylee 
Ramirez and Alan Ramos.
 Joanna Ramos, Gerardo 
Reyes, Rosa Reyes, Maria Ri-

vera Robles, Kimberly Rivera, 
Stacie Rivera, Cheyenne Rob-
ertson, Karina Robledo, Jo-
sephine Robles, Silvio Rodri-
guez Suarez, Mansa Rogers, 
Carlos Roman, Victoria Roma-
no and Monika Romero.
 Natalie Salinas, Roselyn 
Sanchez, Axel Saucedo Estra-
da, Roselin Serna, Urva Shah, 
Jacob Sheppard-Rubio, Alan 
Solis, Adrian Soto, Chamia 
Starks, Bryanna Suarez and 
Laparis Thurman.
 Mariela Urias-Sarmiento, 
Gabriel Valenzuela, Jamileth 
Vasquez, Noemi Vasquez, 
Daniel Vazquez, Oscar Vilchis, 
Angela Villafranco and David 
Villarreal.

12th grade
 Edith Acosta, Denisse 
Aguilar, Jamie Aguirre, Juan 
Alfonso, Nevaonna Alfred, 
Alejandra Arredondo, Steve 
Ayala, Nelson Banks, Saman-
tha Beltran Gonzalez, Cristian 
Briagas, Jocelyn Caballero and 
Cristal Camacho Najera.
 Isaac Camacho, Ariana 
Cantu, Ami Cardona, Daniel 
Carrillo, Angeles Chamorro 

Hernandez, Daniel Chavez, 
Joseph Chavez, Cesar Conde, 
Diego Cortez, Monserrat Cruz 
Franco, Heidy Cruz, Brittny 
Leon, Hannian De Leon, Jo-
seph Ferguson and Heidi Fran-
co.
 Danielle Fuentes, Manuel 
Galindo, Cesia Garcia Velas-
quez, Kimberly Garcia, Na-
talie Garza, Aimee Gomez, 
Angel Gomez, Nathalie Go-
mez, Diego Gonzalez, Xavier 
Gonzalez, Ashley Hernandez 
and Nicolas Hernandez.
 Jeremiah Horton, Chris-
tina Houston, Tuan Huynh, 
Amy Jimenez, Jazlyn Jimenez, 
Jayden Johnson, Ashley Lara, 
Sindi Lemus Ruiz, Victor Lo-
pez Morales, Aileen Lopez, 
Jesiel Lopez, Sonia Lopez, 
Joel Luque and Stephanie Mal-
donado.
 Natalia Martinez, Angel 
Mejia Mercedes, Daisy Men-
doza, Esmeralda Meza, Tomas 
Meza, Emily Millan, Alejandra 
Miranda, Maribel Montalvo, 
Abigail Morales, Nathanael 
Morales, Cristina Moreno and 
Brandon Muniz.

 Brittany Muniz, Antonio 
Negrete, Rigoberto Orella-
na, Dominique Perez, Viet 
Pham, Saul Quintanilla, San-
tos Ramirez Garcia, Govany 
Ramirez, Janeth Ramirez and 
Maritza Ramirez.
 Sebastian Ramirez, Jose 
Ramos, Juan Rangel, America 
Regin, Mauricio Reyes Cha-
pa, Lilisbeth Rios Diaz, Angel 
Rivas, Diana Rivera, Alyssa 
Rodarte, Angel Rodriguez and 
Cesar Rodriguez.
 Kathryn Rodriguez, Les-
lie Rodriguez, Karen Sagredo 
Galan, Jailyn Saldana, Leiby 
Sanchez Lopez, Nicolas San-
chez Ramirez, Destiny San-
chez, Ingrid Sanchez, Josue 
Sauceda Sorto and Shakia 
Scott.
 Jeremiah Sheppard-Rubio, 
Mark Tabor, Olufunmilayo Ta-
labi, Maybel Tinoco, Robert 
Torres, Zariya Turner, Andrea 
Valadez Alvizo, Isaac Valdez 
Gonzalez, Alexandra Vazquez 
Garcia, Christian Vera, Hanson 
Vo, Demarcus Whitaker, Ariel 
Zamora, Cynthia Zavala and 
Josue Zuniga.

MENTAL ILLNESS 
IS NOT A CRIME 
In partnership with The Harris Center and law enforcement, 
the District Attorney’s Office ensured 4,000+ mentally ill, 
non-violent offenders received mental health treatment 
instead of going to jail.

If someone you know is experiencing a mental health 
crisis, please call Harris Center for Mental Health at 

1-713-970-7000
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Remember When

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

Bay Area Jewelers
WE BUY GOLD!

Jewelry & Watch repair on site
19054 Gulf Fwy. 281-488-8067
Located outside Baybrook Mall across from Forever 2145 years ago (1978)

 The Honorable Henry 
Schuble retained his appoint-
ed seat as judge in District 
245 by taking approximately 
62 percent of the vote against 
challenger Jesse Shivers.
 Texas International Air-
line discontinued all fl ights 
from Hobby to Dallas-Fort 
Worth.

40 years ago (1983)
 The City of Houston’s 
parks department withdrew 
a request to the City Coun-
cil for $10,000 for improve-
ments to the Sagemont pool. 
The parks department pur-
chased a new fi lter system 
and pump for the pool out of 
its maintenance budget.
 Dobie’s Lawrence Mitch-
ell ran to a second-place fi n-
ish in the 100-meter dash at 
the Region III-5A meet and 
qualifi ed for the state meet.

35 years ago (1988)
 The South Belt-Ellington 
Leader was one of six busi-
nesses to be honored by the 
Southeast Economic Devel-
opment Council of Harris 
County (SEED) at its fi rst 
awards banquet.
 The Southbend Home-
owners Association chose not 
to endorse the efforts of a lo-
cal citizens group working to 
increase the amount of clean-
up the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency had outlined for 
the Brio toxic waste dump.

30 years ago (1993)
 The 34-year-old stepfa-
ther of a 10-year-old boy 
accidentally shot to death by 
his 14-year-old brother post-
ed bond after being charged 
with misdemeanor posession 
of marijuana and failure to 
keep fi rearms from a minor.
 A ceremony was held  at 
the Dixie Oil Processing Su-
perfund site, adjacent to the 
Brio site, to celebrate the 
successful remediation of the 
site. 

25 years ago (1998)
 Debbie Cox, Debbie 
Thomas, Beth Williams, 
Jannis Hempfl ing, Dolores 
Bohmler, Katie Stokes and 
Mike Stokes helped in beau-
tifying the South Belt area 
with the assistance of Hous-
ton Beautiful, with the sup-
port of the South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce. 
They collected 200 bags of 
trash throughout the commu-
nity.
 Residents of the South 
Belt area were encouraged 
to err on the side of caution 
when mailing checks, as sev-
eral residents were the victim 
of mail theft. 

20 years ago (2003)

 The $337 million Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District bond was defeated.
 The Surface Transporta-
tion Board gave its approval 
to the San Jacinto Rail Lim-
ited application for construc-
tion of a proposed 7.1 mile 
rail line and to all proposed 
routes submitted by the rail 
company.

15 years ago (2008)
 A story in the Leader 
regarding the enforcement of 
speed zones on the 
Sagemeadow portion of 
Blackhawk prompted action 
by local authorities, with 
both the constable’s office 
and the sheriff’s department 
beefing up patrols along the 
area street.  A common com-
plaint was that the street 
should have a higher speed 
limit than 30 mph since it had 
become a major thorough-
fare. The average vehicle 
speed on the street was 32.26 
mph. Another common com-
plaint was vehicles parking 
on Blackhawk, thus imped-
ing the flow of traffic. 
 The Archdiocese of Gal-
veston-Houston announced 

its intention to close Mount 
Carmel High School at the 
end of the 2007-2008 school 
year.
 A driver was killed in a 
single-vehicle accident at the 
intersection of I-45 and 
Beltway 8. Gregorio DeJesus, 
38, was traveling at a high 
rate of speed on the north-
bound service road at rough-
ly 2:45 a.m. when he lost 
control of his vehicle and 
struck a bridge support. 
DeJesus’ car, a brand new 
Corvette, subsequently land-
ed on its roof and caught fire, 
trapping the driver inside. 
Witnesses tried to come to 
the driver’s aid, but heat from 
the flames kept them at bay. 
DeJesus, a Friendswood resi-
dent, was pronounced dead at 
the scene.
 Two men were arrested by 
deputies from the Harris 
County Precinct 2 
Constable’s Office. Deputies 
spotted two males at the ser-
vice station at Scarsdale and 
I-45 who fit the description 
of a complainant who said 
two men had banged on her 
vehicle and tried to enter it in 

the 12000 block of Scarsdale. 
While questioning the men, a 
second complainant 
approached the deputies and 
said that the suspects had 
attempted to rob him earlier 
in the evening and had 
punched him multiple times 
in the face. The first com-
plainant also positively iden-
tified one of the men. Eddie 
Olivera, 18, was arrested and 
charged with robbery. Rico 
Cadrial, 17, was arrested for 
having an outstanding war-
rant.

10 years ago (2013)
 An unknown male sus-
pect kicked in the front door 
of an apartment at the Cabo 
San Lucas apartment com-
plex on the Gulf Freeway and  
demanded money from Evan 
Butler, 25. When he did not 
comply, Butler was fatally 
shot, and the suspect fl ed the 
scene. No immediate arrests 
were made.
 The 17th annual South 
Belt Spectacular Cookoff 
was a success, setting records 
for the number of teams, vol-
unteers and attendees. More 
than 10,000 tickets were sold 

to the event, which is the 
sole fundraiser for the annu-
al South Belt Fourth of July 
fi reworks show.

5 years ago (2018)
 Former South Belt resi-
dent Jonathan Carter went 
out with a bang during his 
last deployment as com-
mander of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Cutter Legare, lead-
ing a massive drug bust that 
yielded 12 tons of cocaine 
and one ton of marijuana. 
According to Coast Guard 
offi cials, the contraband was 
worth an estimated $390 
million in wholesale val-
ue. The drugs were seized 
in international waters off 
the coasts of Mexico and 
Central and South America 
during 17 separate inter-
dictions. Aiding the Legare 
were USCG cutters Reli-
ance, Harriet Lane, Decisive, 
Steadfast and Dependable. 
U.S. agencies involved in the 
operation included the De-
partment of Defense, the De-
partment of Justice and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security. The Coast Guard 
was assisted by vessels from 

the Canadian Navy, along 
with intelligence from the 
Mexican government.
 The Clear Brook High 
School indoor percussion 
group earned the title of 
2018 Scholastic Open Class 
Gold Medalists at the Winter 
Guard International World 
Championships in Dayton, 
Ohio. This was the highest 
honor achievable for the 
drumline of 34 students and 
Director Dusty Norris. Their 
performance, titled “Set in 
Stone” and set to an original 
composition by Bryan Harm-
sen, earned a fi nal score of 
96.538, which secured their 
No. 1 spot against 14 other 
drumlines from around the 
world. Team members in-
cluded Josh Williams, Sarah 
Bertram, David Pugh, Thom-
as Ku, Cormac Cupples, An-
drew Medina, Alan Nguyen, 
Redding Vasquetelles, Justin 
Perez, Elijah Salarzon, Di-
nithi Jayasinghe, Andrew 
Ku, Davis Wadle, Carson 
Breaux, Jared Shamburger, 
Sean Hill, Phattarapol Lert-
chaisirikul, Allen Mathew, 
Ryan Johnson, Abbey Fos-

sati, Gabe Landestoy, Megan 
Nguyen, Chase Collum, Sar-
ah Pugh, Kaden Gauntt, Josh 
Stafford, Alex Arrieta, Jo-
seph Otto, Maya Townsend, 
Claire Romero, Alyssa Cis-
neros, Megan Ellis, Kamer-
on Sharp, Ethan Treadway, 
Keoni Cunningham, Brad 
Hughes, Dusty Norris, Bry-
an Harmsen, Don Click, Erik 
Yates and Mark Fennell.

1 year ago (2022)
 Precinct 8 District Pa-
trol deputies assisted with 
a multiagency narcotics in-
vestigation that resulted in 
the seizure of 603 pounds of 
marijuana, 1 kilo of cocaine, 
2.65 pounds of metham-
phetamine and 1.4 pounds 
of heroin. Several weapons 
were also seized. This case 
was conducted over a 24-
hour period that involved 
deputies from three differ-
ent shifts. 
 For the eighth consecu-
tive year, students from Do-
bie High School qualifi ed 
for the state UIL Speech and 
Debate competition. Quali-
fying students included Jor-
dan Leahmah, 10th grade; 
Yaretzi Martinez, ninth 
grade; Valeria Arredondo, 
10th grade; Malia Curry, 
12th Grade; Lexi Martinez, 
12th grade; and Jocelyn 
Floyd, 11th grade.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, STACEY!
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to long-
time South Belt resident Stacey Waugh who 
enjoys a birthday May 4 from her mother 
Sandy Robb, friends and the Leader staff. 
She and her mother have volunteered for the 
Leader Christmas program for years, giving 
many hours of time during the holiday. She 
also donates money to the program by collect-
ing aluminum cans throughout the year.

FRED AND LESLIE MARK 28 YEARS
 Best wishes are sent to Fred and Leslie 
Flickinger who celebrate 28 years of mar-
riage May 7 from daughters Kimberly and 
husband Matt Lipina and Courtney and 
husband Chris Durham and children Abigail, 
Jackson and Penelope; Leslie’s mother 
Olive Falkowski; Fred’s mom and dad Marie 
and David Flickinger; and brother Davy and 
wife Ellie Flickinger.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BRITTNEY!
 Best wishes to former Leader staff mem-
ber, Brittney Cubos, who celebrates her 
birthday May 7 from her parents Claudia 
(former Leader staffer) and Erik Cubos, her 
family members and friends.

OLIVE CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Special birthday wishes are sent May 10, 
for a wonderful birthday to Olive Falkowski 
from her daughter Leslie Flickinger and 
husband Fred; granddaughter Kimberly 
Lipina and husband Matt; granddaughter 
Courtney Durham and husband Chris; 

Lewis.
Beverly Hills Intermediate

 Stephanie Gonzalez celebrates a birthday 
May 10.

Thompson Intermediate
 Enjoying a birthday May 4 is Kelli 
Moneyhun. Birthday wishes go out to Heather 
Nielson May 6. Lynette Montes and Becky 
Morrison enjoy a double-layer cake May 7. 
Krystal LaReau celebrates a birthday May 9.

Dobie High
 Break out the party favors May 7 for Jesse 
Lopez. Light the candles May 9 for Jordan 
Evans.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, May 4: Scott Siscoe and 
Tamara Fisher; Friday, May 5: Tori French, 
Alice Wright, Pat Becker and Amanda 
Zamora; Saturday, May 6: Patrick Ermis, 
Roni Gonzales and Erin Hill; Sunday, May 
7: Ted Heinrich, Josh Garza, Stephanie 
Salazar and Jenn Verchiens; Monday, May 
8: Christopher Barber, Tiffany Robbins, 
Julie Kutra and Sara Muller; Tuesday, May 
9: Tiana Jaime-Perez, Freedom Groebner, 
Ronny Carker and Bubba Bannett; and 
Wednesday, May 10: Becky Lopez, Kathy 
Vingoe and Angela Ojeda.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements of anniversaries, 
congratulations, events etc., to mynews@
southbeltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line by Friday noon for the next week’s issue.

great-grandchildren Abigail, Jackson and 
Penelope Durham; Marie and husband 
David Flickinger; David (Leader president) 
and wife Ellie Flickinger.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena ISD 
celebrate birthdays May 4 through May 10.

Atkinson Elementary
 Magdy Canales celebrates a birthday May 
4. Martha Lerma enjoys a birthday May 9.

Burnett Elementary
 May 4 is the day to send Daren Dibble a 
birthday greeting.

Bush Elementary
 Nicolette Martinez marks a birthday May 
9.

Frazier Elementary
 Remember to wish India Kemp a happy 
birthday May 8.

Meador Elementary
 Best wishes for a happy birthday are sent 
May 4 to Paulina Rivas-Lopez. 

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday party for Traci Marr 
and Beth Anne Mullen is May 6. Break out 
the balloons and ice party favors for Yvonne 
Ixcoy May 9.

Melillo Middle School
 May 6 is a day for a birthday cake for 
Sandra Vann. Break open the balloons and 
party favors May 7 for Jorge Palomares.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting May 9 to Cheryl 

Fred Roberts Middle School celebrates with fun run
 The Fred Roberts Middle 
School faculty recently host-
ed a fun run for all the stu-
dent population who exhibit-
ed good behavior for the past 
several weeks of school. 
 This included students 
receiving three or less lunch 
detentions, spent no time 
suspended, both in and out of 
school and had not been sent 
to the guidance counselor. 
 These students purchased 
their own tickets, as well as 
concessions along the routes.
 The two courses of the 
run, one for fi fth-graders 
and one for sixth-graders, in-
cluded color stations through 
which they could run. 
 “They had a great time 
socializing, enjoying treats, 
and getting doused with col-
ored powder,” said Crissy 
Higham.

Above are Adrian Edwards and teachers Marissa Arispe and Krystal 
Herrera.

Smiling at right for the camera are fun run participants, left to right, 
Crissy Higham (counselor), Lenalee Alvarez and Olivia Webb.

Shown above, left to right, are students Donald Gra-
ham, Courtney Holmes, James Cruz, Journee Taylor, 

Araya Moses, Josselyn Perez (fi fth-grade teacher) 
and Ryan Gourley.

Continued from Page 1
state cross-country title the 
previous fall, led the Dobie 
contingent by winning the gold 
medal in the 1,600 meters. 
Paul Miller took silver in the 
pole vault. Lawrence Mitch-
ell, in the 100 meters; Sammy 
Shimfessel, in the 800; and 
Greg Johnson, in the 3,200, all 
claimed fourth-place fi nishes.

Rhonda Foster, Dobie 
Coach, 1983-2007

 Foster’s versatility as a 
coach was matched only by her 
success. All told, she coached 
six different sports in her 25 
years at Dobie – four for girls 
and two for boys. In addition to 
her state softball titles in 1995 
and 1997, she guided three 
boys’ teams and one girls’ team 
to state cross-country meets.
 Two of her runners won 
state titles: Raz Bowman, 
who took the 800 meters in 
1998, and Brian McKinstry, 
who claimed the cross-coun-
try title in 2001. Still, softball 
provided Foster with a lasting 
legacy. With Christa Williams 
on the mound, her 1995 team 
went 35-0. Two years later, she 
guided a team that had fi nished 
third in district to another state 
crown. She stands as the only 
coach in Pasadena ISD history 
to win two state titles in the 
same sport.

Scott Lengefeld, Dobie, 
Class of 1995

 Lengefeld left a champion-
ship imprint in three sports in 
high school – and it’s hard to 
say which was more impres-
sive. Twice he won the district 
country-country title and twice 
fi nished in the top 15 at the 
state meet. In track, he claimed 
district laurels in the 1,600-  

and 3,200-meter runs both his 
junior and senior years.
 In baseball he started at ei-
ther shortstop or second base 
for three straight playoff-quali-
fying teams – the last of which, 
in 1995, saw the Longhorns 
reach the regional fi nals.
 At A&M, Lengefeld 
emerged as one of the top 
three-sport runners in the 
Big 12. As a senior, he fi n-
ished fourth at the conference 
cross-country meet and then 
14th at the NCAA meet to earn 
All-America designation. In 
both indoor and outdoor track, 
he etched his name in the Ag-
gie record book, winning Big 
12 gold in the 10,000-meter in-
door run as a senior. His school 
record in the outdoor 10,000 
still stands.

John Eddie Williams, 
Pasadena, Class of 1972

 After earning statewide rec-
ognition as an Eagles lineman, 
Williams seemed to be on his 
way to a rewarding college 
football career. Then the law 
got in the way. Law school, 
that is.
 A two-time all-district se-
lection, he became a part of the 
fi rst Baylor University recruit-
ing class assembled by Grant 
Teaff, who would go on to win 
more games than any football 
coach in school history. But af-
ter two years of opening holes 
for running backs, Williams 
said goodbye to football and 
fi xed his gaze on the law.
 Today, he’s one of the na-
tion’s best-known litigators. In 
1995, he brought a landmark 
case against Big Tobacco that 
resulted in a $17.3 billion set-
tlement – at that point the na-
tion’s largest legal settlement. 

Williams also ranks as one of 
Baylor’s biggest benefactors.
 The playing fi eld at the 
school’s new stadium is named 
in his honor.

Shane Nolen, Pasadena, 
Class of 1975

 Nolen earned eight letters 
in three sports at Pasadena. His 
performance in a 1974 base-
ball playoff against Milby is 
something veteran fans in the 
community still talk about. In 
an 11-inning, regional fi nals 
thriller, Nolen hurled a com-
plete game, striking out 10.
 Then, with the game still 
scoreless in the bottom of the 
11th, the Eagles junior belted a 
game-winning home run. The 
victory helped propel Pasade-
na to the state tournament.
 At Baylor, Nolen earned 
All-Southwest Conference 
honors as a freshman and ju-
nior. In 1977 and 1978, he 
teamed with Connally to help 
lead Baylor to the school’s 
fi rst two College World Series 
berths.

Steve Massey, Rayburn, 
Class of 1976

 Regarded as one of the 
Pasadena ISD’s most prized 
defensive line recruits, Massey 
went on to play in three bowl 
games for UT while helping 
the Longhorns maintain their 
reputation, earned throughout 
the 1960s and 1970s, as one 
of the best defensive teams in 
college football.
 Massey shook off injuries 
early in his college career to 
earn three varsity letters. His 
playing breakthrough came in 
1978, when he registered nine 
sacks for a team that walloped 
Maryland 42-0 in the Sun 
Bowl.  As a junior in 1979, he 
helped the Longhorns earn the 
nation’s No. 1 defensive rank-
ing. Selected as one of four 
team captains his senior sea-
son, he recorded a career high 
for tackles.

Jeff Neal, South Houston, 
Class of 1986

 Undersized and largely 
overlooked, Neal blossomed 
on the gridiron at How-
ard Payne, where he earned 
All-America honors and was 
later inducted into the school’s 
Sports Hall of Fame. He spent 
fi ve seasons in pro football but 
found his niche in powerlift-
ing. In 1993, while a member 
of the Houston Oilers practice 
squad, he was honored as the 
NFL’s “Strongest Man.”
 In 1998 and 1999, Neal won 

consecutive World Powerlift-
ing Championships. Then, in 
2000, he established Team Im-
pact Ministries, an evangelical 
organization providing inspira-
tional speakers to churches and 
schools around the country and 
internationally.

Charla Moore, Rayburn, 
Class of 1997

 A four-year letter-winner at 
Rayburn, Moore was named 
All-Greater Houston three 
times while posting a phenom-
enal career earned run average 
of 0.72. As a sophomore, she 
went head-to-head with Dobie 
ace Christa Williams, another 
Pasadena ISD Hall of Famer, 
in the regional semifi nals. The 
Lady Longhorns, coached by 
Rhonda Foster, won 1-0 in a 
19-inning classic in which both 
Moore and Williams went the 
distance.
 Moore (now Charla Cro-
chet) went on to pitch four 
years at the University of Tex-
as, where she remains one of 
the school’s career ERA lead-
ers.

Meritorious Community 
Service – Ben Meador, Pasa-

dena, Class of 1957
 A three-sport athlete in high 
school, Meador has never lost 
his fondness for sneakers and 
whistles. Long an icon in the 
Pasadena business communi-
ty, Meador has built a record 
of support for Pasadena ISD 
activities, both academic and 
athletic, that few can rival. 
Foremost among his contribu-
tions is the McDonald’s Texas 
Invitational Basketball Tour-
nament, which he founded in 
1999.
 The tournament, one of 
the largest preseason basket-
ball events in the nation, has 
brought in nearly $3 million 
since its inception, with most 
of the proceeds going to the 
Pasadena ISD Education 
Foundation. Meador served 
as tournament chairman from 
2003 to 2015.
 Meador, now semiretired, 
maintains his position as 
chairman and CEO of Meador 
Staffi ng Services, which main-
tains offi ces in Clear Lake, 
Deer Park, Pearland, The 
Woodlands and a corporate 
offi ce in Pasadena. He was 
recognized by the Pasadena 
Chamber of Commerce as Pas-
adena’s Citizen of the Year in 
1991. In 2000, he was named a 
Distinguished Alumnus by the 
Pasadena ISD.

Baybrook Mall suspectsBlackhawk suspects

Continued from Page 1
light-colored pants.
 To a see a video of the incident, visit 
fb.watch/k6zyRNdSN9.
 Information leading to the charging 
and/or arrest of any felony suspects 
may result in a cash payment up to 
$5,000. To remain anonymous, tipsters 
must directly contact Crime Stoppers 
of Houston by calling 713-222-TIPS 
(8477), submitting an online tip at 
www.crime-stoppers.org or through 
the Crime Stoppers mobile app.

Baybrook Mall
 Investigators are seeking the pub-
lic’s assistance in identifying two sus-
pects responsible for a robbery, which 
occured Wednesday, Jan. 11, at an eye-
wear store at Baybrook Mall.
 According to HPD Robbery Di-
vision offi cials, as the two unknown 
males entered the store, they separat-

ed to different areas in the store. While 
one of the males was talking to an em-
ployee (in an attempt to distract her), 
the second male grabbed several ex-
pensive eyeglasses. 
 An employee attempted to stop the 
suspect as he fl ed the store and a brief 
struggle ensued. The suspect was able 
to break away from the employee and 
both suspects fl ed the scene in an un-
known direction. 
 To a see a video of the incident, visit 
fb.watch/k6zisMUkVO.
 Information leading to the charging 
and/or arrest of any felony suspects may 
result in a cash payment up to $5,000. 
 To remain anonymous, tipsters 
must directly contact Crime Stoppers 
of Houston by calling 713-222-TIPS 
(8477), submitting an online tip at 
www.crime-stoppers.org or through 
the Crime Stoppers mobile app.

HPD
seeks

robbery 
suspects

PISD inducts Hall of Fame athletes



22-6A champion Dobie starts playoff baseball series
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/25 /23.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate Houston
Summer School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up)

Evening Karate Classes

Self Defense Classes

USA Karate Pearland
Summer School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up)

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Evening Karate and Self 
Defense Classes

ENROLL
TODAY

For More Info Check 
Out Our Website
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Dobie senior Marisa Perla (11) was the best offensive player on the field in the 
bidistrict softball series against Summer Creek, hitting .750 (9 for 12) with four 
doubles and a home run. The four-year standout also drove in five runs as she 
capped her high school career in style despite the series loss to the Bulldogs. 

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Summer Creek softball outlasts JFD
 A 5-2 win in the de-
ciding third game was 
enough to lift Summer 
Creek past Dobie in the 
bidistrict softball round 
as the two programs con-
cluded a long evening of 
action April 29 at Humble 
High School.

 Going head-to-head in 
the opening round of the 
postseason for the second 
straight year, second-seed-
ed Dobie of 22-6A and 
Summer Creek, the No. 3 
seed from 21-6A went the 
distance before the Bull-
dogs repeated as a bidis-

trict champion.
 Dobie got home runs 
from Sandra Quiroz and 
Marisa Perla to beat Sum-
mer Creek 13-8 in the se-
ries opener, a game that 
began April 28 at the Pas-
adena ISD Complex but 
had to be completed April 

29 in Humble due to rain.
 Senior Bella Perez 
had a pair of doubles and 
drove in four runs, and a 
six-run bottom of the fifth 
inning was the difference 
as Dobie overcame early 
Summer Creek leads of 
3-0 and 5-3.
 Needing one win in two 
tries after the completion 
of game one in Humble 
proved to be elusive for 
Dobie, though, as Sum-
mer Creek first evened the 
series with a 9-3 win and 
then claimed the best-of-
three series with a 5-2 de-
cision in the clincher.
 Summer Creek built 
a 6-1 lead through four 

Continued on Page 6

Thompson 
makes state

in discus
At left, Seven Lakes’ 
Janey Campbell (cen-
ter) won the Region 
III girls’ discus cham-
pionship with a throw 
of 145 feet while Clear 
Brook’s Kennedy 
Thompson (left) was 
second with a person-
al record of 138-6 as 
both qualified for the 
May 13 University In-
terscholastic League’s 
State Track and Field 
Championships at the 
University of Texas 
in Austin. At right in 
photo, Trina Hubert 
of Cy-Fair won the 
bronze medal for third 
place with a top throw 
of 135-6.

Stacie Harris of Dobie concluded a stellar sopho-
more season as she was 10th in the Region III long 
jump competition April 29 at Turner Stadium in 
Humble, soaring to the 17 feet, 2 1/2 inch mark.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Thompson to throw at state;
others end run at regionals
 Senior Kennedy 
Thompson of Clear Brook 
is set to represent her 
school at the University 
Interscholastic League’s 
Class 6A State Track and 
Field Championships May 
13 in Austin.
 Thompson, the two-
time 24-6A discus cham-
pion and future Mississip-
pi College student-athlete, 
was second in the discus 
at the Region III Champi-
onships April 29 at Turner 
Stadium in Humble.
 Seven Lakes’ Janey 
Campbell was the Region 
III champion with a throw 
of 145 feet, while Thomp-
son’s personal record of 
138-6 was second for a 
silver and the second of 
two automatic state invita-
tions. 
 Trina Hubert of Cy-
Fair won the bronze medal 
for third place with a top 
throw of 135-6.
 Dobie sophomore Sta-
cie Harris went 17-2 1/2 
in the long jump as she 
completed a stellar season 
with an eighth-place finish 
at regionals. 
 The Wolverines’ 4x400 
relay team including 

Azayla Smith, Julia Hud-
son, Ja’Delle Major and 
Jizzale Davis posted a sev-
enth-best time of 3:56.76 
in the prelims to reach 
the final and then wound 
up eighth in that final in a 
time of 4:01.77.
 Davis, a junior, also 
made a strong bid for a 
state berth as she took fifth 
at 24.45 seconds in the 
200. In the prelims, Davis 
reached the final by com-
ing up with a clocking of 
24.98.
 Wolverine freshman 
Joshua Shelton entered the 
Region III meet as the Dis-
trict 24-6A and 23-6A/24-
6A area gold medalist in 
the 400 and was aiming 
to keep the train rolling to 
Austin.
 In the end, Shelton de-
livered a time of 50.89 for 
sixth place at the 400 dis-
tance. 
 Clear Brook’s Trey 
Felton put a wrap on his 
highly successful career 
with the Wolverines at re-
gionals as he competed in 
the 200 as an individual 
and was also part of the 
program’s 4x200 relay 
squad.

 Felton, a University of 
Tennessee-Martin sign-
ee, was 11th in a time of 
22.50 as he concluded his 
sprint career with the Wol-
verines. 
 As for the Wolver-
ines’ school record-hold-
ing 4x200 relay squad of 
Felton, Joshua Akinola, 
Jaylon Owens and Karti-
er Johnson, that foursome 
came up with a time of 1 
minute, 28.01 seconds for 
fourth place in the final.
 In addition to Harris, 
the Dobie girls also had 
decorated cross-country 
and track and field star 
Ashlee Garcia competing 
in the 800 as she placed 
10th overall with a clock-
ing of 2:26.79.
 Dobie’s Jovanni Avila 
reached the regional meet 
at the 800 distance and 
placed 15th in his final 
race of the season in a time 
of 2:04.49.
 Demarcus Hodges, 
Marcus Jones, Derrick 
Woodley and Jeremiah 
Davis combined in the 
4x100 relay for Dobie at 
regionals and placed 14th 
in a time of 42.80 to con-
clude a fine season.

Pioneer tracksters
off to state meet
 Regional long jump 
champion Ben Hughes 
and Marcus Gaitan, the 
regional gold medalist 
in the 800, will headline 
Lutheran South Acade-
my’s appearance at the 
Texas Association of 
Private and Parochial 
Schools 5A State Track 
and Field Champion-
ships at Waco Midway 
High School.
 As has been the case 
in recent years, the Pio-
neers put together a ter-
rific team performance 
on both the boys’ and 
girls’ sides of things at 
the TAPPS South Re-
gional in San Marcos.
 Athletes in the relay 
and individual events 
were pushing for top-
four regional finishes, 
which came with a state 
meet qualification.
 Lutheran South’s 
Marcus Gaitan and his 
brother, Matthew Gaitan 
went stride for stride in 
the 800 for the gold. 
 Marcus Gaitan was 
the regional champion 
and gold medalist at 1 
minute, 57.37 seconds, 
with Matthew Gaitan 
second for a silver medal 
in a time of 1:57.78.
 Hughes, also a junior, 

was the regional champi-
on in the long jump with 
a best of 21 feet, 4 inch-
es as he moved on to the 
state meet.
 A time of 16.26 in the 
110 hurdles pushed the 
junior on to state after 
a second-place finish at 
regionals, and Wilson 
Klein cleared 13 feet for 
second place at regionals 
and a state invite.
 Junior Kris St. Clair 
is on his way to state in 
both throws after a great 
day at regionals, St. Clair 
was second for a silver 
medal at 133 in the dis-
cus, while his best of 
43-5 1/2 earned St. Clair 
fourth in the shot. 
 Senior Rachel Bell, 
the school record holder 
in the discus and a state 
medalist a season ago, 
returns to state in her 
final season as she was 
second at regionals with 
a toss of 122-5, and se-
nior Alma Martin also 
reached state as she went 
10-0 in the pole vault for 
regional silver.
 Noack will join St. 
Clair in the hunt for a 
state medal in the discus 
after he qualified for the 
big meet at 132-6 for

Continued on Page 8

Bidistrict Baseball
Brook vs. Strake Jesuit

Best-of-Three Series
Game 1: May 4, at Brook, 6:30 p.m.
Game 2: May 5, at Strake, 6:30 p.m.

Game 3: May 6, at Strake, 2 p.m. 
(Game 3, if necessary)

Brook baseball takes
share of 24-6A crown
 Winning seven of eight 
games down the closing 
stretch, the Clear Brook 
varsity baseball team 
forced a three-way tie for 
the District 24-6A cham-
pionship along with Clear 
Springs and Clear Falls at 
8-4.
 As the dust has set-
tled, the Wolverines will 
now take on third-seeded 
Strake Jesuit of District 
23-6A as the Class 6A 
bidistrict playoffs run May 
4-6. 
 Jesuit went 10-4 while 

competing in a loaded 
23-6A field that included 
league champion Pearland 
(14-0) and runner-up Al-
vin (11-3). 
 Clear Brook at one time 
was 3-3 midway through 
the 24-6A race and seem-
ingly just looking to get to 
the postseason.
 But head coach Gene 
Flores’ team used two-
game sweeps of Clear 
Creek and Dickinson 
along with a split with 
Clear Springs to force a

Continued on Page 8 Bidistrict Baseball
Dobie  vs. West Brook

Best-of-Three Series
Game 1: May 4, 7 p.m.
Game 2: May 6, 4 p.m.

Game 3: If necessary, May 6, 30 
minutes after Game 2. 

All games at Baytown Lee High School

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 The celebration is 
long since over and the 
joy of winning the Dis-
trict 22-6A champion-
ship has been tempered 
for now as the Dobie 
varsity baseball team 
prepares to take on 
Beaumont West Brook 
in the bidistrict playoff 
round May 4 and May 6.
 The two programs 
will vie in a best-of-
three series at neutral 

site Baytown Lee High 
School, with the Bruins, 
the fourth seed out  of Dis-
trict 21-6A, the home team

Continued on Page 8

At right, sophomore 
left-hander Aiden San-
chez (11) will almost 
certainly draw a start 
as 22-6A champion 
Dobie goes against 
Beaumont West Brook 
in the bidistrict playoff 
round starting May 4.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf
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At left, Sam Rayburn 
softball great Charla 
Moore (right) is shown 
with Pasadena ISD 
Athletics Hall of Fame 
chairperson Bill Bar-
more during her in-
duction into the presti-
gious group of legends 
at the 2023 event April 
20 at the Pasadena 
Convention Center. 
Moore, a 1997 high 
school gradate, was a 
three-time All-Greater 
Houston pick as a left-
hander pitcher and 
had a career earned 
run average of 0.72.
At right, South Hous-
ton assistant principal 
Joseph Horton per-
formed the national 
anthem prior to the 
start of the hall of fame 
induction ceremony. 
See related story on 
Page 1.

At left, Jeff Neal, a 
football star and Class 
of 1986 graduate at 
South Houston High 
School (right) is shown 
with Pasadena ISD 
Athletics Hall of Fame 
chairperson Bill Bar-
more during his in-
duction into the PISD 
Athletics Hall of Fame. 
Neal played in the Na-
tional Football League 
for several seasons and 
was also a world-re-
known powerlifter. 
At right, athletics hall 
of fame Class of 2023 
inductee Shane No-
len (right), a standout 
pitcher at Pasadena, 
earned eight letters 
in three different var-
sity sports with the 
Eagles. A 1975 high 
school graduate, Nolen 
also later starred with 
the Baylor University 
baseball program.

Dobie freshman division tennis players, from left, Hayden Do and Chloe Es-
tes, placed third in the girls’ doubles bracket April 27 at the District 22-6A 
Spring Championships while teammate Tiffany Nguyen (right), captured 
third place in the girls’ singles bracket as the Longhorns completed a suc-
cessful season.

Dobie junior varsity division tennis players Abi-
gail Panza (left) and Pitou So were both runner-up 
fi nishers and silver medalists at the District 22-6A 
Spring Championships as they concluded a solid 
season on the courts for the Longhorns.

Dobie subvarsity netters excel at 22-6A championships

Vipers 10-under softball completes dominant 20-0 season

The Vipers 10-under team from the South Belt 
Girls Softball Association wrapped up the spring 
season undefeated at 20-0, putting together fi ve 
different 4-0 championship trophy runs at local 
tournaments during the spring season. Above, 
the Vipers celebrated after winning the crown 
at the SBGSA’s Trophy Hunt Invitational. Mem-
bers of the team are, left to right, (fi rst row) Ab-

igail Orozco, Kelsie Bolling, (second row) Pa-
tricia Longoria, Olivia Gutierrez, Victoria Del 
Angel, (third row) Janelle Augurson, Victoria 
Perez, Amber Saldana, Olivia Bailey, Jesselyn 
Vargas, (fourth row) assistant coach Jessie Var-
gas, head coach Daniel Del Angel and assistant 
coaches Cesar Longoria, Johnny Orozco and 
Robert Bolling.

Continued from Page 5
frames in the 9-3 series-ty-
ing victory as Dobie’s 
Claire Ramirez drove in 
two runs late with a single.
 In the winner-take-all 
finale, the Bulldogs used 
a four-run third inning to 
push through to the area 

Dobie drops decisive bidistrict playoff to Summer Creek
round as senior Hailey 
Akers scored twice and 
scored three runs in the 
game.
 Summer Creek senior 
pitcher Miranda Pena 
struck out 16 in the clinch-
er to help her team ad-
vance.

 After homering in the 
series opener, Dobie’s Per-
la, a Texas Southern Uni-
versity signee, was 4 for 4 
in her final game with the 
Longhorns. She had three 
doubles in the game to 
give her 25 extra-base hits 
for the 2023 season.

 A four-year varsity 
standout, Perla drove in 
42 runs as a senior to give 
her more than 110 for her 
career and hit .544 overall 
this season. In the three 
games against Summer 
Creek,  
 Perla was 9 for 12 over-

all with five runs batted in, 
four doubles and a home 
run. 
 Summer Creek advanc-
es to the area round to face 
2022 Region III finalist 
Pearland while Dobie’s 
season has ended at 21-12-
1.

Sophomore Leslie Sarduy (1) has started more than 60 games over 
two seasons at second base and will return in 2024 as one of the 
Longhorns’ most experienced players.

Senior Claire Ramirez (27), who drove in two runs against Sum-
mer Creek in the middle game, has signed to play at San Jacinto 
College beginning this fall. Photos by Donna Alsdorf

Blake Jackson, a Class of 2011 Dobie graduate, 
ended what was a solid season for him individual-
ly and for his XFL team, the Seattle Sea Dragons. 
Despite Seattle’s 37-21 loss to the DC Defenders 
in the conference title game April 30, Jackson 
had fi ve catches for 49 yards and the Sea Drag-
ons fi nished 7-4 overall. For the 2023 campaign, 
Jackson had 51 grabs for 489 yards and a pair 
of touchdowns. Jackson led Dobie to the 2010 
district championship and then guided Mary 
Hardin-Baylor to an NCAA Division III national 
championship at quarterback and has shifted to 
receiver at several professional stops.

Jackson excels with Seattle

Dobie senior Bella Perez 
(5) hit .500 this season with 
15 doubles and fi ve home 
runs to go with 38 runs 
batted in. Her 3 for 4 ef-
fort to go along with four 
runs batted in allowed the 
Longhorns to take a 1-0 
series lead over Summer 
Creek before the Bulldogs 
rallied.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf



       SERVICE

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

CALENDAR

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

A/C & Appliance Repair
• Former Sear’s Technician
• Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

HELP
WANTED

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

GARAGE SALE
5050 E. SAM HOUSTON 
PKWY. SOUTH. Zion 
Lutheran Church - 
Pasadena. Sat., May 20, 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Huge 
Garage Sale. Clothes, 
home decor, plants, 
Avon, jewelry, kitchen 
tools and more. 5-18

HELP WANTED
HIRING FOR COMM-
ERCIAL building mainte-
nance postion. Please 
call 281-485-3211, if 
interested. 5-11

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Proform sta-
tionary bicycle, like new 
and Farberware stand-
mixer. Call 713-991-
3679. 5-18

SERVICE
TREE SERVICE. 
Removal, trimming, top-
ping and pruning (includ-
ing palm trees). Free esti-
mates. Call Ruben 832-
406-0183.  6-1
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-8887.  
 6-1
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 6-1

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Mike’s Affordable Pressure 
Washing Service

Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios • Etc...
832-606-1074

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

THURSDAY, MAY 4
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,”  
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 
713-686-6300 or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets at 
either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117 
Broadway St., Pearland, or on Zoom. See 
Pearland Chamber of Commerce website  or 
call 281-485-3634.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-
6300.

FRIDAY, MAY 5
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigi-
lance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. FM 
518, First Presbyterian Church (youth build-
ing). Call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com or https://nastuff.com/.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom. For details on 
services, Judaism classes, fi lm series, and 
lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.shaar
hashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drink-
ers/addicts share and discover choices avail-
able. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MAY 6
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
See Friday’s notice.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an addict. 

Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. 
Call 281-487-8787 or visit https://www.hous
tonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 prior to com-
ing.

SUNDAY, MAY 7
8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – worship at 11456 Space Center 
Blvd. (in back of a medical/retail community). 
Call 281-479-7285 or stop by. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets at 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena. Call 713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at 
Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-
419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, MAY 8
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-of-the-cen-
tury doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. 
Call Karen Hollon, 713-472-0565 for tours.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway. Volunteers teach dance lessons. Call 
281-554-1180.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets at IHOP, 
11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and improve 
crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccination 
required. Call 281-488-2923.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s Group, 12-Step Recov-
ery, open meeting in the Education Bldg. in 
room 4, at 11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-725-8479 
or 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – 
#0683 chapter meets at the Friendswood 
Methodist Church, 110 N Friendswood Dr. in 

the educational bldg., room 201. Call 832-858-
4617 or 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See Fri-
day’s notice.

TUESDAY, MAY 9
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
10:00 a.m. CCART – The Clear Creek 
Association of Retired Teachers meets at the 
Bay Area Community Center, 5002 NASA 
Parkway. 
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Monday’s notice.
10:30 a.m. Tri County Republican Women – 
General meeting held at the Golfcrest Country 
Club, 2509 Country Club Dr. Lunch available 
for $15. Exact cash or a check requested. To 
RSVP, visit www.tricountyrw.club/ or call 832-
250-8901.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – Club #05324194 meets  
in-person at 10500 Scarsdale Blvd (SB 
Chamber of Commerce). Visit the website or 
call 832-722-9061.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park. Casual ballroom dancing offered. Call 
281-554-1180.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

South Belt Wellness and Injury Center
Join Our Team!

Looking for professional, energetic, bilingual 

No experience required. 

Call us at 281-484-5500 
or email: drjohnbanda@gmail.com

Turn those unwanted 
items in your garage 
and closets into cash. 

Bring ads into the 
Leader office by 

Tuesday or use the mail 
slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer11555 Beamer
281-481-5656281-481-5656

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

ASH TREE SERVICE
We’d love the opportunity to give you a 
free estimate for any tree work needed.

• Local and Insured
• Never pay until job is completed
Contact Kim at 832-493-2846

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

HOUSE CLEANING COMPANY IS HIRING
Looking for reliable workers for residential housecleaning.

Experience a plus, not required. Paid training available, Monday thru 
Friday only, no nights or weekends. Leaders/drivers can earn up to 

$450-$650 per week.
Se busca trabajadores confiables para la limpieza residencial. 

Experiencia es una ventaja pero no necesaria. Entrenamiento pagado 
está disponible. Lunes a Viernes, no noches ni fines de semana. Los
líderes de equipo/conductores puede ganar $450-$650 por semana.

Must live near South Houston, League City, Clear Lake or Pearland areas. 
Call or text 281-997-2711.

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Advertise
in the

Leader

Wanted
Part-Time Office Staff/Assistant

Located in the South Belt Area

Looking for individual with computer &  
verbal skills

Detail oriented, needs experience  
with Outlook, Access & Word 

Small Office with 
Flexible Hours: Mon. - Thur.

Salary is commensurate with abilities.

Send resume with current phone number to: 
worker.needed101@gmail.com

BETO’S REMODELING
Painting • Sheetrock • Texture • Pressure Wash • Carpentry 

Roofing • Framing • Wood Fence • Hardy Plank Siding 
Free Estimates

Cell: 832-563-9321 Ask for Beto
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

The 8-under Oilers of the South Belt Girls Softball Associ-
ation went unbeaten to win the championship at the Deer 
Park End of the Season Bash. Members of the team are, 
left to right, (front row) Maria Esquivel, Jasmine Martinez, 
Monterrat Villa, Arianna Correa, Sophia Morales, Rylee 

Flores, (middle row) Rosmar Jimenez, Adrianne Guzman, 
Sophia Vasquez, Adrianna Limon, Torryn Casiano, Ava 
Rodriguez, (back row) head coach Pete Guzman and assis-
tant coaches Rene Rodriguez, Fernando Martinez and Jose 
Ramirez.

SBGSA’s Oilers take championship at Deer Park Bash

Carolina Panthers sign
Brook grad Milton Jr.

Mark “M.J.” Milton Jr., a Class of 2018 Clear 
Brook High School graduate, has signed with the 
Carolina Panthers as an undrafted free agent at 
cornerback following the 2023 NFL Draft. At 
Baylor, Milton appeared in nearly 50 career 
games for the Bears. In 2022, Milton made 11 
starts as a redshirt senior and was an All Big 12 
Coaches honorable mention and a 2022 All-Aca-
demic Big 12 honoree.

Continued from Page 5
third place at regionals. 
 In the final of the three 
relays of the day at re-
gionals, the Pioneers were 
third for a state berth at 
3:29.53 as juniors Jonah 
Weber, Cole Noack, Na-
than Robert and Matthew 

Gaitan teamed.
 Seniors Blaine Birkel-
bach, Jacob Howard and 
Jaylin Lowery teamed 
with sophomore John 
LeBlanc as the 4x100 re-
lay unit advanced to state 
as a fourth-place regional 
finisher at 44.0.

Pioneer track to state

Clear Brook baseball intent on continuing success as playoffs dawn
Continued from Page 5
tie for the title. 
 Beginning with the 24-
6A championship run in 
2021, the Wolverines have 
now made the playoffs 
three straight seasons.
 Flores, in his 14th sea-
son as head coach at Clear 
Brook and 17th overall 
within the program, is ob-
viously extremely proud 
of this particular run.
 The Wolverines as a 
whole do not feature a 
lineup of thumpers – this 
group scored the fewest 
runs in league play as any 
previous of the three play-
off teams.

 Instead, this team wins 
with pitching and defense. 
Francisco Leija blanked 
Dickinson 2-0 on three 
hits while punching out 
seven in the finale that al-
lowed the Wolverines to 
earn a piece of the title.
 Leija’s gem turned 
heads for sure, but it’s 
simply more of what the 
Wolverines have been 
doing since being stuck 
in neutral  at 3-3 prior to 
a two-game series with 
Clear Creek.
 In that first game against 
the Wildcats April 4, Leija 
allowed one earned run 
over six frames and Chris 

Maldonado delivered the 
walk-off sacrifice fly as 
Adrian Maldonado scored 
in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning for a 2-1 win.
 Shifting ahead to April 
6, Trenton Flores, Logan 
Sariga and Leija all drove 
in two runs each as Clear 
Brook scored a team dis-
trict-best nine runs in a 9-0 
win to get to 5-3 in District 
24-6A play.
 Santiago Leija went the 
distance in that one, need-
ing just 97 pitches to blank 
the Wildcats on three hits 
while fanning five.
 Next came the bye 
week as the Wolverines 

first beat Conroe 7-0 and 
then nipped Texas City 
2-1. Maldonado and Tren-
ton Flores both doubled 
and drove in two, and 
Gene Flores utilized five 
different pitchers.
 Against the Sting-
areees, five different 
pitchers again took to the 
mound while allowing just 
three hits in the 2-1 win.
 In the opener of a key 
two-game set with Clear 
Springs April 18, Brook 
fell 6-2 as the Chargers 
snapped the locals’ five-
game winning streak.
 But the Wolverines 
proved clutch in the re-

match,  taking a 6-2 win of 
their own to move to 6-4 
and all but assure a playoff 
berth.
 In the win over Clear 
Springs, Ismail Hatamleh 
and Francisco Leija drove 
in two runs apiece and 
Santiago Leija and Tyler 
Gaudet combined to allow 
two hits in all.
 Sariga and Maldonado 
drove in two runs each 
and four different pitchers 
held Dickinson down in an 
11-1 win April 25 before a 
2-0 shutout victory capped 
the run as Francisco Leija 
starred.
 “This group scrapes 

and claws and does what-
ever it takes to get a win,” 
Flores said. 
 “We pitch it and we 
play defense. On the of-
fensive side, we try to put 
together enough to get the 
win.
 “We meshed some 
newcomers with some vet-
erans from the get-go and 
came together as a group. 
It’s rewarding to have it all 
work out. In all, we won 
seven of eight down the 
stretch. That’s how you 
get it done.”
 There are no guaran-
tees in the postseason. The 
2021 Clear Brook league 

champion lost in the bidis-
trict round to Pearland.
 “You have to resist the 
temptation to do anything 
different as a staff,” Gene 
Flores said. 
 “At the end of the day, 
you need to stick with 
what got you here. Strake 
Jesuit is a talented group. 
We are going to give them 
our best.
 “I haven’t even looked 
at the potential area round 
matchup, and that’s by 
design. We are at our best 
when we are focusing on 
the now and taking care of 
the little things. The focus 
is Strake Jesuit.”

22-6A baseball champ
Dobie to face Bruins 
Continued from Page 5
in the series opener May 4 
at 7 p.m.
 Following an off day, 
the series will resume May 
6 back at Baytown Lee. 
Dobie is the home team 
for a 4 p.m. start. 
 A third and deciding 
game, if necessary, would 
follow 30 minutes fol-
lowing the completion 
of Game 2. Dobie would 
again be the home team.
 Dobie head coach Mi-
guel Torres and his staff 
have focused on daily 
preparation all season, 
with terrifi c results. 
 That will again be the 
key as the Longhorns take 
on a Bruins’ team that 
wound up fourth in the 21-
6A pecking order.
 “We have scouted West 
Brook for about a month 
and feel like we are as pre-
pared as possible for the 
matchup,” Torres said. 
 “The kids will some-
times laugh at me because 
I’ll draw up a scouting 

sheet on a pinch hitter who 
maybe has had fi ve at-bats 
all season, but I believe in 
being prepared for every 
scenario. Seeds are out the 
window at this point.
 “The last time we won 
district, we lost to Chan-
nelview in a one-game 
playoff. In 2019, we were 
the fourth seed and beat 
La Porte, which had won 
the district title.”
 Sophomore pitchers 
Cruz Torres and Aiden 
Sanchez have handled the 
bulk of the mound duty to 
this point, while several 
players including  Omar 
Serna, Junior Orozco,  
Daniel Delgado, Ian John-
son, Gavin Carrillo and 
more have paced the of-
fense.
 Torres and his group 
will stick to the same for-
mula that has led to 20-
plus wins to this point. 
“We will focus on each 
individual game and do 
what we need to in order 
to win,” he said.
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