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2019 hurricane season to begin June 1
 The 2019 hurricane season will begin Satur-
day, June 1, and will continue through Nov. 30.
 In their annual forecast, meteorologists with 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) predicted nine to 15 named storms 
(winds of 39 mph or higher), including four to 
eight hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or higher). Of 
the hurricanes, two to four are predicted to be 
major hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 
111 mph or higher) this season. Experts say this 
is on par with the 30-year average.
 South Belt residents should plan according-
ly, in the event that a major storm should strike 
the area. The Harris County Offi ce of Homeland 
Security & Emergency Management (OHSEM), 
working in conjunction with the City of Hous-

ton and the State of Texas, has issued evacuation 
routes for community members, should the need 
arise to leave town.
 The South Belt area, including ZIP codes 
77089 and 77075, are located in what the 
OHSEM refers to as ZIP-Zone C.
 In the case of a Category 4 or 5 storm, those 
residing in ZIP-Zone C are urged to evacuate 
by traveling west on Interstate 10 or by heading 
north on Interstate 45 and highways 290 and 59.
 The OHSEM warns against traveling east, as 
it will take evacuees closer to the coast and into 
the more vulnerable ZIP-Zone B.
 Should the Texas Department of Public Safety 
issue a mandatory evacuation, contrafl ow opera-
tions will likely be put into effect to expedite the 

fl ow of traffi c. 
 On Interstate 10, eastbound lanes would be 
reversed at FM 359 in Brookshire, just east of 
Sealy. The contrafl ow lanes will end at Loop 
1604 in San Antonio.
 Southbound lanes on Interstate 45 would be 
reversed north of Highway 242, just south of 
Conroe. The contrafl ow lanes will end at US 287 
near Ennis, 40 miles south of Dallas.
 On Highway 290, contrafl ow operations will 
begin just west of FM 1960. Northbound traffi c 
from State Highway 6 will be able to turn west 
onto 290 contrafl ow lanes. Contrafl ow opera-
tions will continue to FM 1948 near Burton.
 Contrafl ow operations on Highway 59 will 
begin just south of Kingwood Drive and contin-
ue to Nacogdoches.
 County offi cials recommend each household 
assemble a disaster relief kit that includes key 
items such as fl ashlights, cell phones, extra bat-
teries, battery chargers, a portable radio, a fi rst 

aid kit, emergency water and food, medical sup-
plies, a nonelectric can opener, a highway map 
and important documents, such as driver’s li-
censes, passports, insurance policies and health 
cards.
 Residents are urged to cover their windows 
with shielding materials and to secure or put up 
any loose items around their homes.
 Evacuees should fi ll their vehicles with gaso-
line as early as possible and take only one auto-
mobile, as extra cars create traffi c congestion.
 Those leaving town are encouraged to bring 
extra cash in case banks are closed and ATMs 
are not working. Fleeing citizens are also urged 
to notify family and friends (especially those out 
of the area) of their plans and destinations.
 Disabled individuals and seniors who require 
assistance leaving the area should call the state’s 
help line at 211 or visit www.211texas.org/211.
 For more information, visit www.hcoem.org.

Continued on Page 5A
Locals 

visit DC

  A family dog was shot during a home invasion 
early Friday, May 24, on Sagewick Drive near Belt-
way 8 and Sabo.
 According to police, four masked men forced 
their way into the house through the back door 
around 12:45 a.m., then pinned the father down in 
the kitchen. One of the men then guarded the man 
at gunpoint, while the remaining three suspects ran-
sacked the home.
 The family dog attempted to save the father but 
was shot in the paw by one of the suspects.
 During the commotion, the mother and three 
children attempted to investigate what was hap-
pening but were reportedly told to remain in their 
rooms. At one point, one of the sons jumped out of 
a window and ran to a neighbor’s house for help. 
After noticing the boy leaving the house, the sus-
pects fl ed the scene.
 The father attempted to give chase with his own 
gun, but it was too late.
 Investigators said the father’s wallet and cell 
phone were taken during the robbery, but the crooks 
dropped the wallet at the residence before leaving.
 The dog was taken to a veterinarian for emer-
gency treatment and is expected to be OK.
 No other injuries were reported.
 Anyone with any information about the event is 
urged to contact the Houston Police Department’s 
Robbery Division at 713-308-0700 or Crime Stop-
pers of Houston at 713-222-TIPS (8477). See relat-
ed social media entry on Page 2A.
 This marked the third time in approximately two 
months that dogs have played a heroic role in local 
crime scenes.

 On Friday, March 8, a dog discovered a dead 
body in an open fi eld near the corner of Sandy 
Hook and Binghamton while on its morning walk 
with its owner. The body was later determined to be 
Angel Marie Peckham, 21, who went missing ear-
lier that morning from an apartment complex in the 
3900 block of Arlington Square, near Edgebrook 
and the Gulf Freeway. The case is still under inves-
tigation.
 Then on Sunday, March 10, another dog at-
tacked a suspect who was shooting its owner during 
a robbery in the 11700 block of Davenwood Court. 
 In that incident, Javian Castaneda, 17, was 
charged with three counts of felony aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon.

Dog shot during home invasion

Boykins to announce bid
 The Leader has learned from credible 
sources that Houston District D City Council 
Member Dwight Boykins is expected to an-
nounce his candidacy for mayor on Saturday, 
June 1. Boykins would join Tony Buzbee and 
Bill King, who are already challenging may-
oral incumbent Sylvester Turner. See next 
week’s Leader for additional information.

CBC MUD to trim trees
 Beginning in June, the Clear Brook City 
Municipal Utility District will hire a contrac-
tor to trim and dispose of low-hanging, pro-
truding limbs in the roadway. The work will be 
done by Bay Area Tree Experts and supervised 
by a graduate arborist. All trimmed branches 
will be mulched on site. Residents wishing to 
have additional limbs trimmed at their own ex-
pense may call 281-474-3722.

Sageglen party June 1
 The Sageglen Community Association will 
kick off the opening of the pool for the sum-
mer season with a hot dog party on Saturday, 
June 1, from noon to 2 p.m. at Sageglen Park.  
All Sageglen residents are invited to attend 
Proof of residency (photo ID) is required.

CBC sewer work underway
 Clear Brook City Municipal Utility Dis-
trict is working on the sanitary sewer rehabili-
tation project in Sageglen, Highland Meadow 
and Wood Meadow I and II subdivisions. CBC-
MUD residents should be aware that the phone 
numbers for the contractor on last month’s notifi -
cation insert were incorrect. The correct number 
to contact Nerie Construction is 281-996-5551. 
The fax number is 346-319-5172. District res-
idents may call the MUD directly at 281-484-
1562. The district apologizes for any inconve-
nience this may have caused.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 There will be a total closure of the northbound 
frontage road of the Gulf Freeway from NASA 
Road 1 to FM 518 through 5 a.m. Sunday, June 
30. At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to 
SH 96/League City Parkway will be closed daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 
5 a.m. through Tuesday, Dec. 31. 
 Alternate entrance and exit ramps will be 
closed.
 The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Free-
way between SH 96/League City Parkway and 
FM 518 will be closed continuously through 9 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31. 
 Drivers traveling north on the main lanes will 
continue to NASA Road 1, exit, then U-turn and 
come back to FM 518.
 The closures are associated with ongoing con-
struction to widen the freeway from three to fi ve 
lanes in each direction and the frontage roads 
from two to three lanes in each direction. 

JFD cheer holds car wash
 The Dobie cheerleaders will have a car 
wash Saturday, June 8, at the Snowie’s park-
ing lot, located at Beamer and Scarsdale, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost is $5.

St. Luke holds garage sale
 St. Luke the Evangelist, located at 11011 
Hall Road, will hold a garage sale June 28 and 
29  from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The sale will 
include boutique, sports and outdoor items;  
toys; children’s shoes and clothing; home 
goods; and holiday/seasonal decor. Proceeds 
go to future building of the Riverstone Ranch 
campus.

Beltway closures planned
 The eastbound Beamer entrance ramp at 
Beltway 8 will be closed from 10 a.m. Friday, 
May 31, through 5 a.m. Monday, June 3.
 The eastbound and westbound U-turn lanes 
at Beltway 8 and Beamer will be closed con-
tinuously through 9 a.m. Friday, June 21.
 At least one outside lane on the eastbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road will be closed at SH 
288 daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Friday, 
May 31. Both northbound and southbound 
U-turn lanes at Beltway 8 and Genoa Red 
Bluff will be closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
through Friday, June 14.
 At least one outside lane on the northbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road will be closed at Fair-
mont Parkway daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Friday, June 14.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to four 
lanes in each direction.

Leader correction
 The article titled Local graduations sched-
uled that ran in the May 23 edition of the 
Leader contained an inaccuracy. The gradua-
tion ceremony for Clear Brook High School was 
held Wednesday, May 29, at Challenger Colum-
bia Stadium, located at 1955 W NASA Blvd. 
in Webster, rather than at Veterans Memorial 
Stadium, located at 2305 E. Main St. in League 
City, as originally reported. The Leader staff 
apologizes for any confusion. See related cover-
age in the Leader’s 2019 graduation issue, locat-
ed in Section C of this paper.

Murder charge filed in 2018 death
 A suspect has of-
fi cially been charged 
with murder in the 
August 2018 death 
of South Belt resi-
dent Candace Kitch-
en Manning.
 Terrance Washing-
ton, 27, was already 
in jail after allegedly 
admitting to police 
that he had abduct-
ed Manning and later 
set fi re to her vehicle 
to destroy evidence. He, however, denied killing 
her.
 Autopsy results, however, reveal that Man-
ning had been strangled and beaten to death. 
Washington had initially told investigators that 
Manning died while the two were having con-
sensual sex. It remains unclear if Manning had 
been sexually assaulted.
 Following the determination of death by the 
medical examiner’s offi ce, prosecutors fi led a 

capital murder charge against Washington on 
Wednesday, May 22.
 If convicted, Washington faces an automatic 
life sentence. Prosecutors, however, may choose 
to seek the death penalty.
 Washington is being held in the Harris County 
Jail with no bond.
 Manning was last seen alive around 11 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 8, when she was abducted 
at her apartment complex in the 3600 block of 
South Shaver and forced into her 2009 Mercedes. 
Two days later, Manning’s car was discovered 
burning in the parking lot of a Food Town in the 
3300 block of Shaver. Her body was in the back 
seat.
 Washington was spotted near the fi re and ar-
rested on an unrelated criminal mischief charge. 
During questioning by police, Washington re-
portedly admitted to his involvement in the 
crime.
 Manning, 54, was a 1982 Dobie graduate. Her 
parents, Jack Kitchen (also deceased) and Joan 
Kitchen, have longstanding ties to the South Belt 
community and Sagemont Church.

Washington

Shown above are the Harris County hurricane evacuation routes. Most of the South Belt is locat-
ed in ZIP-Zone C, represented in orange. The area, however, is divided to the west along Beltway 
8. In the event of an evacuation, residents in ZIP-Zone C are urged to travel west or north. ZIP-
Zone B is represented in green, while ZIP-Zone A is shown in yellow.

Evacuation routes set

Station 70 gets new vehicle

Houston Fire Department Station 70 recently took possession of a new district chief ve-
hicle. The 2018 Ford F-250 will replace the 2008 Chevy Suburban previously used by the 
station. The new truck will be used as a command post/operation center. Shown above 
with the vehicle is HFD District Chief Clennis Tyre.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Congratulations Class of 2019!

Local citizens stop purse snatcher
 A pair of citizens subdued a would-be purse 
snatcher the evening of Tuesday, May 21, at the 
Subway restaurant in the 10900 block of Scars-
dale at Beamer.
 According to Sgt. Robert Sanchez of Harris 
County Precinct 2 Constable Chris Diaz’s offi ce, 
the incident took place at approximately 8:30 
p.m. when one male suspect in a group of three 
juveniles grabbed a female customer’s purse as 
she was eating dinner with her son inside the es-
tablishment.
 As the suspect was heading for the door, a 
male customer inside the restaurant who had wit-
nessed the crime tackled the teen as he attempted 
to exit the business.
 At this time, the victim’s son helped the oth-
er male customer detain the suspect, as the pair 
then sat on the crook, using their body weight to 
hold the man in place until deputies could arrive 
at the scene and apprehend the suspect.
 Upon their arrival at the establishment, Pre-
cinct 2 deputies were able to detain the teen sus-
pect and take him into custody. 
 The other two juveniles managed to exit the 

store without capture.
 Due to the suspect’s age, his identity is being 
withheld by authorities.

Gun warning
 Precinct 2’s Sanchez is warning South Belt 
residents who have concealed handguns to al-
ways take them inside their residences rather 
than leave them in their vehicles, as many have 
been stolen in recent weeks.
 According to Sanchez, there have been at least 
fi ve reported thefts of handguns from area cars 
in just the month of May. The sergeant further 
predicted that the thefts would likely increase 
in the coming months, as the number of report-
ed burglaries of motor vehicles generally spikes 
over the summer months when students are out 
of school.
 “They (the guns) need to be put away,” San-
chez said. “Now, we have these criminals run-
ning around with all these guns. I can’t stress it 
enough. They’re putting guns on the street.”
 Anyone with any information about the thefts 
is urged to contact the constable’s offi ce at 713-
477-2766.

A delegation from 
the Bay Area Hous-
ton Economic Part-
nership recently 
took a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., to pro-
mote space explora-
tion in the Elling-
ton area. The group 
of 100 conducted 
400 congressional 
offi ce visits over a 
two-day period. Pic-
tured above on the 
trip are, left to right, 
South Belt resident 
and BAHEP Presi-
dent Bob Mitchell, 
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz 
and Houston City 
Council Member 
Dave Martin.  
 Photo submitted

 A public informational meeting will be held 
by Pasadena Independent School District on 
Monday, June 3, to seek public comments on the 
needs and use of Title I, II, III and IDEA B Fed-
eral funds. (See related ad Page 4A.) 
 Two meetings are scheduled at 9:00 a.m. and 
5:30 p.m. at the Pasadena ISD Special Programs 
Offi ce located in the PISD Administrative Build-
ing, 1515 Cherrybrook Lane, Pasadena, TX 
77502, Room SP104. 
 The purpose of the meeting is to discuss how 
the district uses funds to provide supplemental 
support in improving its special programs. 
 For more information, please contact the Spe-
cial Programs Offi ce at 713-740-0225. 

Seeking public comments

PISD sets public meeting
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New to your community.

Not new to  
business banking.

Helping businesses grow has been our focus from our founding. 

And being Texas-based, we know that here, it’s strong relationships  

that make that happen. So if  you’re looking  for a banking partner that 

knows business and wants to get to know yours—let’s talk.

We may be new to your community, but like you, 

we’re in business for the long run.

11550 Fuqua Street

Suite 100

Houston, TX 77034

B U S I N E S S  B A N K I N G  \  B E T T E R  B A N K I N G

CommunityBankofTX.com    Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender | NMLS #423137

Jason Syrinek

Market CEO, EVP

jasonsyrinek@cbotx.com · 713.308.5773

Luis C. Ramirez

South Belt Branch Manager II, VP

 lramirez@cbotx.com · 281.925.4776

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

We’ve Got Your BACK!

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd. 
Houston, TX 77089
(281) 481-1623 www.burleighchiro.com

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

 
 

Horizon Montessori 
Public School

ENROLLING NOW!!!!!
FREE TUITION

Grades PK3 - Grade 5
2319 N. Grand Boulevard, Bldg. 6

Pearland, Texas 77581
www.hmps.net
(281)485-2500

 Imagine the stress of 
starting high school and 
college simultaneously, all 
while battling a debilitating 
condition.

 Erynn Richards was 
only six years old when she 
found out she had lost all 
hearing in her left ear.
 “My dad took me to the 

movie theater, and he was 
trying to talk to me from the 
left side and I had to com-
pletely turn around to hear 
him,” Erynn said. “So that’s 
when they knew something 
wasn’t right and we found 
out I had no hearing in that 
ear.”
 Then, in eighth grade, 
she began experiencing 
symptoms of vertigo due to 
her right ear having to over-
compensate for the loss of 
hearing in the left ear. 
 “I already have no bal-
ance in my inner ear on the 
right, so I began to have 
these episodes where the 
room would start spinning 
if I started to get anxious,” 
Erynn said.
 These side effects, which 
include ongoing spells of 
dizziness and nausea, can 
last anywhere from one day 
to a week or more. She be-
gan taking medicine, which 
helped for a few years.  
 “My body got immune 
to the medicine in tenth 
grade,” Erynn said. “So, 
the worst of the symptoms 

started all over again. I be-
gan to miss so many days of 
school.”
 With the rigorous course-
work at Clear Horizons Ear-
ly College High School and 
her college courses through 
San Jacinto College, she 
feared that she would not be 
able to continue to be a part 
of the program if she con-
tinued to miss school due to 
her health.
 “I would sit through 
classes as the world was 
spinning around me,” Erynn 
said. “I had accelerated al-
gebra 2, AP physics and AP 
world history on my sched-
ule that year. 
 “I also knew my col-
lege professors wouldn’t 
be as lenient. It just added 
to my anxiety, which made 
the vertigo symptoms even 
worse.”
 After ending up in the 
emergency room one time 
due to dehydration, Erynn 
knew she needed to take 
charge of her life again. 
 “I brought it upon my-
self to fi gure out better time 

management since I nev-
er knew when I could have 
another issue,” Erynn said. 
“I was always staying on 
top of my work and was so 
much more determined to 
do well in my classes so if 
I had an issue, I would have 
a little cushion to deal with 
it. It gave me more of a pur-
pose since I did not want the 
vertigo to rule the rest of my 
life.”
 This change in mindset 
has completely altered the 
course of her high school 
career. She went from not 
knowing if she would be 
able to succeed in her class-
es, to now graduating sum-
ma cum laude from Clear 
Horizons, earning her asso-
ciate degree from San Jacin-
to Community College, and 
receiving $60,000 in schol-
arship money. Her dream 
is to now use her personal 
struggles as the motivation 
to help others. 
 After graduation, Erynn 
will be attending Stephen F. 
Austin University to study 
communication sciences 
and disorders. She plans to 
advance and get her mas-
ter’s degree in speech lan-
guage pathology.
 “I had to have speech 
therapy when I was little 
due to my loss of hearing, 
and I just remember not 
having the greatest experi-
ence with the speech ther-
apist,” Erynn said. How-
ever, when my sister went 
through speech therapy, she 
absolutely loved her ther-
apist. I remember thinking 
how impactful that one per-
son was in helping her and 
that stuck with me.”
 Erynn’s interest in the 
career path grew over the 
years, and she completed 

two internships in speech 
language pathology for a 
class at school. 
 “I worked at a clinic and 
at an elementary school,” 
Erynn said. “I got the 

chance to work with young 
students with autism, and 
after seeing how sweet and 
smart they are, I knew I 
wanted to help in any way 
I can. So, I plan on working 

for an elementary school af-
ter receiving my degrees.” 
 As for her advice to oth-
er students who might be 
struggling through a similar 
situation, Erynn wants them 

to always keep hope that 
they will get through it and 
lean on others for support. 
Keep looking to the future 
and you will get to where 
you want to go, she said.

Despite battling major health is-
sues nearly her entire life Clear 
Horizons student Erynn Rich-
ards overcame all obstacles and 
recently graduated summa cum 
laude from the area campus, 
earning her associate degree 
from San Jacinto Communi-
ty College before receiving her 
high school diploma. She was 
also awarded $60,000 in schol-
arships. She now plans to attend 
Stephen F. Austin University, 
where she will study commu-
nication sciences and disor-
ders and hopes to earn a mas-
ter’s degree in speech language 
pathology. Richards plans to 
someday work for an elemen-
tary school where she can help 
other students who suffer from 
health disorders. Richards per-
manently lost hearing in her left 
ear at the age of six. The loss of 
hearing has been chronically ac-
companied by multiple related 
health issues.

Richards
earns

summa
cum
laude

Despite setbacks, Richards excels at Clear Horizons
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

SAGEMONT BBQ
  Mon. - Thur. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.,  Fri. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sat. 11 a.m. - 1 a.m. (Karaoke Night),  Sun. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

10% OFF
All Food Orders with this coupon. Expires 6/14/19

12132 Sabo Rd. Suite G (Across from Kroger)

www.sagemontbbq.com

832-672-6553
NOW OWNED & OPERATED BY SOUTH BELT RESIDENTS 

MIKE AND CHRISTIE GROSSHANS

11101 Resource Pkwy.    281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109    832-736-9006  

We have space available at each location

SUMMER CAMP
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$130 WEEKLY FEE INCLUDES
• KARATE TRAINING
• FIELD TRIPS
• LASER TAG
• IMAX
• PUTT-PUTT
• BOWLING
• SKATING
• MOVIES
• WILD LIFE ZOO
• & MUCH MORE

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 6/14/19.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

ASE Certified Mechanic On Duty
Off Auto
Alignment$10

With coupon only. No reproductions. Not valid with any other discount.

281-741-9949

22-6A’s best! Pleasants is MVP; De La Cerda Pitcher of the Year

Dobie’s Taylor Pleasants 
(17) concluded her tre-
mendous four-year var-
sity softball career by 
being named the District 
22-6A Most Valuable 
Player for 2019, having 
guided the Lady Long-
horns to the regional 
quarterfinal round for 
the first time since the 
2012 season. The Lou-
isiana State University 
volleyball signee was 
also named the Most 
Valuable Player in 22-
6A during the volleyball 
season. 

Photos by Jade Wise

The District 22-6A Pitcher of the Year Award went to Dobie’s Jessica De La 
Cerda, who stepped up this season to become the team’s go-to performer in the 
circle, particularly down the stretch. The junior right-hander was the winning 
pitcher twice against Memorial late in the regular season as the Lady Long-
horns ascended to the No. 2 playoff seed and then won three playoff games. See 
more all-district photos on Page 2B.

CW39 Houston’s Triplett joins JFD

An appearance by CW39 Houston’s Hannah Triplett (right) highlighted the 20th annual J. Frank Do-
bie High School Faculty/Staff-Student “Teacher Appreciation Week” Tennis Tournament at Dobie as 
she teamed in doubles play with Dobie principal Franklin Moses (left). Triplett attended high school 
at Fort Bend Baptist Academy, where she played tennis. She went on to earn a journalism degree from 
the University of Texas at Austin and eventually found her way to CW39 Houston, where she handles 
traffic reports and is also an anchor/reporter. While at Dobie, Triplett met Camille Lajaunie, wife of 
Dobie graduate Darren Lajaunie, and recently profiled the Lajaunies and the success of the Darren 
Lajaunie Memorial Tennis Tournament. That story can still be viewed on the CW39 Houston website.
See more on the faculty/student event on Page 6B.

 The statistics tell much 
of the story, but yet not 
nearly all of it. Taylor 
Pleasants was named the 
Most Valuable Player of 

District 22-6A after put-
ting together one of the 
most impressive seasons 
in recent memory.
 Pleasants will now 
be widely considered to 
be the greatest offensive 
player in the storied histo-
ry of the Dobie program, 
having come through with 
a .600 batting average this 
season to go with 63 runs 
scored, 50 runs batted in, 
16 doubles, six triples and 
eight homers. 
 A four-year starter in 
both volleyball and soft-
ball since the day she 
stepped onto campus as a 
freshman, Pleasants sim-

ply got better and better 
each school year, having 
been named the 22-6A 
first team shortstop in 
2018 as teammate Yvonne 
Whaley deservedly pock-
eted the MVP award.
 Pleasants, the Loui-
siana State University 
softball signee will be re-
membered as perhaps the 
greatest female athlete of 
all-time at Dobie after also 
delivering Most Valuable 
Player accolades on the 
volleyball court, but it’s 
the softball field where 
she is unrivaled.
 Remember the name 
Taylor Pleasants as she 
plays for USA Softball’s 
junior women’s national 
team priorities this sum-
mer and then is off to Ba-
ton Rouge this fall. She’s 
been a tremendous pres-
ence at Dobie.  
 Pleasants was far from 
Dobie’s lone honoree on 
the 22-6A all-district list 
this season. Stepping up 
big in a time of need for 
her team, junior Jessica 
De La Cerda took over the 
circle and went on become 
the league’s Pitcher of the 
Year.
 De La Cerda went 
17-6 overall with a 2.93 
earned run average over 
34 appearances as she and 
Pleasants helped guide the 
Lady Longhorns to the re-
gional quarterfinals for the 
first time since 2012.
 For more on the Lady 
Longhorns’ all-district and 
all-academic selections, 
see Page 2B.

Dobie, LSA players
make HABCA roster
 The Dobie area round 
baseball playoff squad and 
Lutheran South’s Texas 
Association of Private and 
Parochial School’s Divi-
sion II state championship 
squad will be on display 
next month at Sugarland’s  
Constellation Field, home 
of the Skeeters’ baseball 

team.
 The Houston Area 
Baseball Coaches Associ-
ation has selected Dobie 
shortstop Jeffry Mercado 
and right-handed pitcher 
Damien Lopez as well as 
LSA’s Trhea Morse, Chad 
Allen and Jared Chambers 

HABCA Senior All-Star Game
Monday, June 3, 7 p.m.

Constellation Field, Sugarland

to take part in the Senior 
All-Star Game June 3.
 Mercado, an Angelina 
College baseball signee, 
and Lopez, a Coastal Bend 
College baseball signee, 
helped Dobie defeat Dis-
trict 21-6A champion La 
Porte en route to the area 
playoffs.

 Morse, meanwhile, is 
headed for Panola College 
after fanning 12 in his fi-
nal appearance for the Pi-
oneers in the state semifi-
nals. LSA went on to win 
the state championship for 
the second straight season 
a day later. 
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

SAGEMEADOW - nice 4-2-2, both formals, den with fireplace and 
cathedral ceiling, beautiful craftsman style finishes, covered patio, pretty 
landscaping! #MOR

GREEN TEE - Coming soon-Lovely custom one story! 4/5-2.5-3 car 
det garage, ceramic tile through out, huge covered deck in back yard! #CCL

New! Kirkwood South - Great 3-2-2 with courtyard, covered patio, 
den with fireplace! #Ber

New! SAGEMEADOW - Beautiful 3-2-2, totally updated, island 
kitchen, remodeled bathrooms, covered patio! #skn

NEW! SAGEMEADOW - Beautiful 4-2.5-2, tons of updates!  Both 
formals, den with FP, covered patio! Won't last! #LAK

SOLD

The Spring
Market is here -

Are you ready for record 
setting sales? We Are!

#1 in the South Belt.
DO WHAT MOVES YOU!

SOLD in 1 DAY!

SOLD in 2 DAYS!

SOLD in 4 DAYS!

Experience Does 
Matter!!

Realtor and Broker AssociateLa’Wanda Lendsey

Great Reviews on 
HAR and Zillow!

Pending! -  New Home - Sierra Vista Iowa Colony 

Website: Har.com/LLendsey

New Rental - 2546 Texas Street #C, Pearland, 2/1 $950

Sold - 5502 Canyon Bluff Court, Rosharon
Sold - 6161 Reims Road #922, Houston

Pending! - Vacant Lot, Westview Avenue, La Porte

 Direct - 832.545.7005
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Clear Brook’s Crutchfi eld chooses UH track and fi eld
At right, Clear Brook 
High School graduate 
Kennedy Crutchfi eld  
(seated center) will 
continue her education 
and track and fi eld ca-
reer at the University 
of Houston after sign-
ing a letter of intent 
with the Cougars. She 
was a Region III meet 
qualifi er in various 
sprints as well as relays 
and jump events over 
the past three seasons 
with the Lady Wolver-
ines. Crutchfi eld was a 
multi-season volleyball 
player for the school. 
With Crutchfi eld at 
the signing was her fa-
ther, Mark Crutchfi eld 
(left) and her moth-
er, Tonya Crutchfi eld. 
Kennedy Crutchfi eld 
is set to join a nation-
ally ranked Univer-
sity of Houston track 
and fi eld program 
that already includes 
Clear Brook graduates 
Brandon Taylor and 
Kenneth Pree as well 
as Dobie graduate Jus-
tice Henderson. 

Dobie’s Yessenia Pena (10) collected second team all-district honors after com-
ing up with numerous big hits during the regular season and played in the 
bidistrict series against North Shore. A sophomore, Pena is due back for two 
seasons.

Another of a tremendous Dobie sophomore class that at vary-
ing times during the season included as many as four starters, 
Jasmin Benitez came up with big hit after big hit on her way to 
being named to the District 22-6A second team unit. She hit .375 
and knocked in 27 runs.                                           Photo by Jade Wise

Dobie’s Karlie Barba (22) delivered in a huge way during her freshman season, 
delivering three walk-off hits and leading her team to the No. 2 playoff seed. 
For her efforts, she was a second team all-district pick.  She scored 24 runs this 
season and drove in another 20, delivering eight extra-base hits.   

Regional quarterfi nalist Dobie softball scores all-district honors

Honorable Mention All-District
Danielle Colunga – Miquela Guajardo

Academic All-District
Jayla Arenas – Mikayla Gutierrez

Sam Lopez – Camryn Wincher

First team all-district outfi elder Leslie Longoria was one of the top leadoff hit-
ters in the area this season, seemingly coming up with multi-hit games every 
time out. The sophomore led the team in batting average (.504) and hits (70).

Photo by Jade Wise

Junior fi rst team all-district selection Camryn Wincher delivered a grand slam 
in the Lady Longhorns’ area series victory over Clear Springs and led the Lady 
Longhorns with 63 runs batted in during 40 games played. She hit .449 with 
11 doubles and six home runs.                                                   Photo by Jade Wise

The league’s best defensive catcher was Dobie junior Mikayla Gutierrez as she 
earned fi rst team all-district status this season. Aside from handling the team’s 
pitching staff and defense, she hit .291 and drove in 19 runs. She had fi ve dou-
bles this season.                                                                           Photo by Jade Wise

Junior Michelle Amezcua (6) 
stepped in at third base for the 
Lady Longhorns and thrived 
in her fi rst chance at extensive 
playing time. At season’s end, 
Amezcua found her name on the 
District 22-6A fi rst team. Hitting 
.337, she tied for fourth on the 
team with 27 runs batted in.

 Photo by Jade Wise 
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

Support Leader 
Advertisers!

Willie’s Concrete Works  

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPPLLLLUUUUMMMMBBBBIIIINNNNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

Free Service Call with Repairs

A ALL BRAND APPLIANCE

AIR & HEAT
SINCE 1972

TACLB5017E

Sageglen Resident For Over 20 Years

$100.00 Off New Equipment

713-451-0753     281-535-0402

Support

Leader

Advertisers

Let the 
Leader help 

with your 
advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com

www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSUREDTriple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

CURRY INC.
A/C - HEATING 

SERVICE
   Commercial &
     Residential 
Call for New Equipment Specials

713-643-5765
832-524-6854

Serving the Houston Area since 1965
TACLA#023879E

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Looking to 
improve 

your yard 
the easy way

See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4B

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business 
Cards • Custom Letterheads 

& Envelopes • Wedding 
Invitations • Thank You 

Notes • Menus • Directories 
and much more!

11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Mike Cuellar 346-907-7496

JSC Building, Remodeling 
& Maintenance Services

All your wants and 
needs. One call, we 

can do it all
mikecuellar26@gmail.com FREE ESTIMATES 

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯   

Advertise in 
the Leader!
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Devin Smeltzer, who pitched one season for the 2016 San Jacinto College 
JUCO World Series runner-up squad, made his major league debut May 
28 for the Minnesota Twins against the Milwaukee Brewers. Suffi ce to say, 
he earned the chance to get another start, blanking the Brewers over six 
innings, allowing three hits and striking out seven. Over nine starts this sea-
son between AA Pensacola and AAA Rochester, Smeltzer has gone 3-2 with 
a 1.15 earned run average, striking out 48 and allowing just a .199 batting 
average against him. In 2016 with San Jacinto, he was 9-3 with a 1.18 ERA, 
including 128 strikeouts in 91 1/3 innings. After pitching the 2016 season 
for San Jacinto, Smeltzer was a fi fth round pick by the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers. On July 31 of last year, Smeltzer and two other players were shipped to 
Minnesota as the Dodgers acquired Brian Dozier.            Photo by Rob Vanya

Twins call up San Jac’s Smeltzer

Dobie grad’s softball camp at SJC South June 6
 Dobie High School graduate Iver McDonald Robinson will host her Robinson 
Fastpitch Summer Camp Thursday, June 6, from 5 to 9 p.m. at San Jacinto College 
South campus. Entrants of all youth softball ages are invited to attend, but limited 
spots remain available in the 60-person-only event. 
 Cost of the camp is $130 per participant and will include plenty of hitting drills, 
scrimmage game action and defensive strategies. More information about the event 
can be found at www.mcdonaldclinics.com. For specifi c questions about the event, 
direct email to Robinson at ivermac18@gmail.com. 
 Coaches from college’s such as San Jacinto College, LSU, Texas State, Baylor, 
Sam Houston and Texas A&M-Texarkana have confi rmed attendance.

Myers’ Ole Miss squad to host baseball regional
 Tyler Myers, a Dobie High School graduate and current junior season reliever 
with the University of Mississippi Rebels baseball team, will be in action May 31-
June 2 as the Rebels host the Oxford Regional in Oxford.
 Ole Miss, the No. 12 overall national seed, will take on Jacksonville State (37-21) 
in an opening-round game May 31, with Illinois (36-19) and Clemson (34-24) also 
in the double-elimination event. The Rebels are currently 37-25 overall after fi nish-
ing the Southeastern Conference tournament as runner-up to champion Vanderbilt.
 As for Myers, he is 2-0 over 22 relief appearances and has a 4.50 earned run av-
erage heading into the postseason. He has fanned 33 batters over the course of 36 
innings of work.

The White division featuring intermediate/begin-
ner level players concluded with a fi rst-ever in 
the 20-year history of the tournament as Dobie9 
counselor Chad Kearbey (left) and his playing 

partner and Dobie tennis player Megan Rodri-
guez (second from left) fi nished second to her 
mother and Dobie instructor Sandra Rodri-
guez and Dobie player Ronald Nguyen.

The championship in the Burnt Orange advanced/beginner divi-
sion went to Dobie varsity tennis player Kristy Morales (left) and 
faculty member Hector Saldivar, a Dobie graduate who played 
varsity soccer at the school. Saldivar is currently an assistant on 
the varsity girls’ soccer coaching staff.

Steve Jamail “Dobie Pride” Division (Beginner)
Champions – Jack/Tristan Pedraza

Runners-up – K. Davis/Hayden Lazo
Third-place – Varela/Brian Nguyen

Consolation champions – Landrum/Quan Dinh

White Division (Intermediate/Beginner)
Champions – Rodriguez/Ronald Nguyen
Runners-up – Kearbey/Megan Rodriguez

Third-place – O’Connell/Kiet Nguyen
Consolation champions – Berreth/Sebastian Delgado

Burnt Orange Division (Advanced/Beginner)
Champions – Saldivar/Kristy Morales
Runners-up – Richardson/Austin Luu

Third-place – Long/Camille Smith
Consolation champions – Etienne/Stephanie Gonzalez

Burnt Orange & White Division (Advanced)
Champions – Thomas/Courtney Chung

Runners-up – Giron/Kyle “Bunkie” Redmon
Co-Third place – B. Nguyen/Violet Tran & Haynes/Luis Neira

Consolation champions – Mullins/Jennifer Ho

20th annual Dobie student once again a smash hit in doubles action
 The 2018-2019 school 
year has come to a close, but 
that doesn’t mean the memo-
ries have quickly diminished.
 For one, the 20th annual 
Dobie High School Faculty/
Staff-Student Appreciation 
tournament was again a huge 
hit, and this year’s event even 
delivered an upset or two 
along the way.
 The following is an email 

Dobie tennis coach Manuel 
Moreno Jr. sent out to those 
involved following the com-
pletion of the event.
 “The 20th annual J. Frank 
Dobie High School Facul-
ty/Staff-Student “Teacher 
Appreciation Week” Ten-
nis Tournament was another 
huge success!
 Thanks goes out to the 29 
doubles teams who made it a 

lot of fun for everyone, and 
a special thanks to Hannah 
Trippett, WB Channel 39’s 
traffi c reporter, for joining in 
and playing doubles with Mr. 
(Franklin) Moses.
 Thanks, too, to Mike Van 
Essen and several of his staff 
members for coming over 
from Dobie9 and supporting 
their fellow colleagues after a 
long, busy day!

 The big surprise of the 
tournament came in the 
quarterfi nals of the Burnt 
Orange & White Division, 
where head counselor Jenni-
fer Haynes and partner Luis 
Neira upset the No. 2 seeds, 

coach Steven Mullins and 
Jennifer Ho, in a 6-4 thriller.
 A big pat on the back has 
to go to the six brave souls 
in the Steve Jamail “Dobie 
Pride” Division, especially 
Mrs. (Martha) Jack for mak-

ing her third time a winning 
charm against fellow coun-
selor K. Davis in the champi-
onship match, 3-1, and Mrs. 
(Martha) Varela, Dobie9’s 
attendance lady, winning one 
of the prestigious bobble-

heads, as well.
 The tournament also fea-
tured a fi rst in its 20-year his-
tory – mother and daughter 
facing off in the fi nal of the 
White Division, with alge-
bra’s Sandra Rodriguez and 

partner Ronald Nguyen beat-
ing Mr. (Chad) Kearbey and 
freshman phenom Megan 
Rodriguez, a force to be reck-
oned with for the next three 
years, 4-2.  So, congratula-
tions to all the winners!”

 With that the 20th version 
of the event came to a close, 
but the Dobie tennis program 
is surely already excited to 
play gracious hosts again as 
everyone tests their skills out 
on the courts.

Area sports news, notes
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