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ZIP COVID numbers reported

As of 8:30 am. Wednesday, May 20, ZIP code
77089 had 76 confirmed cases of COVID-19, according
to Harris County Public Health officials. That figure is
one higher than the 75 count reported on Tuesday, May
12.

In ZIP code 77075, county officials are now report-
ing 88 known cases. This number is 14 higher than the
74 cases reported the previous week.

County officials are now reporting 71 cases in ZIP
code 77034, up 18 cases from last week.

In all, there are currently 9,859 known cases in Har-
ris County, an increase of 1,443 from last week. Of
those, 5,849 remain active, up 990 from last week. A to-
tal of 3,803 have recovered from the virus in the county,
an increase of 590 from the previous week. To date, 207
have died from COVID-19, up 24 from last week.

Statistics are updated daily and include numbers
from within both the Houston city limits and through-
out Harris County. To view an interactive map, visit
publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Nov-
el-Coronavirus.

Ace Hardware burglarized

On May 11, at 10 p.m., the Ace Hardware lo-
cated on 11600 Beamer Road was burglarized by
unknown subjects who stole several items with an
approximate value of $1,400. The incident is under
investigation at this time by Harris County Consta-
ble Precinct 2.

CBC holiday hours set

The office of Clear Brook City Municipal
Utility District will be closed Monday, May 25.
The office will reopen Tuesday, May 26, at 8
a.m. Payments may be left in the drop box at the
drive-thru.

CBC Municipal Utility District residents
whose trash service falls on Monday will have
regular trash service pickup Memorial Day, May
25. All trash should be placed curbside by 7 a.m.
Residents missing this pickup date will have ser-
vices Thursday, May 28. Residents with Tues-
day/Friday service will not be affected.

HOA seeks nominations

The Sagemeadow HOA will hold an election for
three seats on its architectural control committee
June 20. This committee is responsible for review-
ing and approving changes to property within the
Sagemeadow subdivision. Nominations for each
seat will be accepted from May 21 through June 17.
All candidates must be property owners in Sage-
meadow subdivision. For more information, see the
HOA'’s website at www.sagemeadow.org.

The Sagemeadow HOA will hold its regular
monthly meeting Thursday, May 21, at 7 p.m. De-
tails will be posted on the HOA’s website.

Free food giveaway planned

Freeway Baptist Church, 8702 Kingspoint, will
host a produce giveaway Thursday, May 28, at 11
a.m. The church will give away 150 boxes of fresh
produce, weighing 18 pounds.

There is a limit of one box per car. Social distanc-
ing will be maintained. For more information, call
281-484-0323 or visit freeway.family.

Beltway closures planned

There will be a total closure of the Fairmont
Parkway exit ramp on Beltway 8 through 10 p.m.
Tuesday, June 16.

The northbound U-turn lane on the Beltway 8
frontage road at SH 225 will be continuously closed
through 5 a.m. Tuesday, June 2.

At least one inside lane of the eastbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lane west of Kirby will be
closed continuously through 3 p.m. Saturday, June
6. The closures are associated with the ongoing
project to widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes
in each direction.

Gulf Freeway closures set

The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Freeway at
NASA Bypass/ NASA Road 1 will be closed continu-
ously through 5 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 31.

At least one lane of the northbound and south-
bound entrance ramp from NASA Bypass/NASA
Road 1 to SH 96 and exit ramp from NASA Bypass/
NASA Road 1 to SH 96 will be closed nightly from
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Dec. 31. Two alternate lanes
on the Gulf Freeway frontage road will be closed from
NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to SH 96/League City
Parkway daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. through Dec. 31.

The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed at FM 518 until further notice.

At least one northbound and one southbound front-
age road lane on the Gulf Freeway from FM 518 to FM
517 in League City will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through June
30. This work will require alternate entrance and exit
ramp closures. At least one southbound frontage road
lane on I-45 from FM 517 to Hughes in Texas City
and the southbound entrance ramp at FM 517 in Texas
City will also be closed until further notice.

There will be a total closure at the southbound IH
610 connector ramp at the Gulf Freeway through 5
a.m. Monday, Sept. 28. The connector ramp from the
Gulf Freeway to IH 610 South Loop, along with one
inside lane, will be closed nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.
through Dec. 31. At least two alternate main lanes and
frontage road lanes on the Gulf Freeway will be closed
from IH 610 South Loop to Broad Street nightly from
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. through Thursday, Dec. 31.

The northbound and southbound entrance ramp
from TH 610 South Loop to Broad Street and the
northbound and southbound exit ramp from IH 610
South Loop to Broad Street will be closed nightly
from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. through Dec. 31.

4 inches of rain in 24 hours

The South Belt community was hit hard by thun-
derstorms late Friday, May 15, and early Saturday,
May 16, causing extensive flooding in the area. Ac-
cording to Harris County officials, the Beamer ditch at
Hughes Road received 4.08 inches of rain in a 24-hour
period.

The city was expected to receive several more
inches of rain Saturday and Sunday but was spared, as
weather forecasters were incorrect.

Area graduation plans developing

While all final arrangements will hinge on
state guidelines established by Gov. Greg Ab-
bott, local school districts are going forward with
plans for in-person graduation ceremonies, to be
held later this summer.

Pasadena ISD

Pasadena ISD has tentatively scheduled its
graduation ceremonies to take place at NRG Sta-
dium Thursday, July 30, and Friday, July 31.

“Our goal is to do everything possible to have
in-person ceremonies,” said Troy McCarley, Pas-

adena ISD associate superintendent. “Our seniors
deserve it”” McCarley noted that all plans are
flexible, and the school district will adhere to all
social-distancing practices laid out by Abbott. “I
ask that parents be patient as we adapt to the new
norm,” McCarley said.

Dobie High School is set to hold its commence-
ment ceremony Thursday, July 30, at 7 p.m.

Also scheduled for Thursday, July 30, are Pas-
adena High School and Lewis Career and Techni-
cal High School, which will hold their graduation

John Morgan (far right), founding pastor, to the newly elected pastor Dr. Matt Carter (far left). Shown
with the pastors are their wives, Jennifer Carter (second from left) and Kathie Morgan, as they stand
near the empty tomb in front of the church. As Morgan retired after 53 years of service, Carter has be-

come the second pastor of Sagemont Church since it was founded in 1966.
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Sagemont abandoned house now secure

An abandoned house that was the site of a recent
armed robbery has now been secured, thanks to
the efforts of the Sagemont Civic Club. During the
April 26 incident, three young adults — two females
and one male — were held at gunpoint by three men.
The three victims were robbed of the personal be-
longings, along with their vehicle, which also con-
tained a gun.

According to neighbors, the abandoned house in
the 11400 block of Sagedowne had long been an

attraction for area youths and vagrants, as it was
easily accessed through open windows. The resi-
dence was suspected to be a hot spot for drug activ-
ity, civic club officials said.

The vacant house was particularly alarming, due
to its proximity to both Stuchbery Elementary and
Thompson Intermediate.

Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbo-
ur initially reached out to the home’s registered

Continued on Page 8

Education leaders on COVID effects

The Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership
recently hosted a virtual conference with local
educational leaders to discuss the effects of the
COVID-19 virus on area school districts.

The webinar was the second in a series of
three such online conferences, with the other
two addressing local health care and the area’s
aerospace industry. (For more information on the
health care conference, see the May 7 edition of
the Leader. For more information on the aero-
space meeting, see next week’s Leader.)

Taking part in the virtual meeting were Dr.
DeeAnn Powell, superintendent, Pasadena ISD;
Dr. Greg Smith, superintendent, Clear Creek
ISD; Dr. Brenda Hellyer, chancellor, San Jacin-
to College District; Dr. Ira K. Blake, president,

University of Houston-Clear Lake; Lloyd Gra-
ham, superintendent, La Porte ISD; Dr. Warren
Nichols, president, College of the Mainland; and
Thad Roher, superintendent, Friendswood ISD.
Opening statements
Pasadena ISD

Pasadena ISD’s Powell stressed that the on-
going pandemic has had a stronger than average
impact on her school district, due to its lower so-
cioeconomic status, noting that PISD has 53,000
students, and 86 percent were on free-, reduced-
or low-financial status before COVID.

“You can only imagine how this has impacted
our community,” Powell said. “Staying connected
with our families has been vital. Virtual learning is

Continued on Page 8

Motorcyclist killed near Fuqua

Houston police are investigating a fatal motor-
cycle crash that took place in the 10700 block of
Fuqua about 3:45 a.m. Monday, May 18.

The identity of the victim, 25, is pending veri-
fication by the Harris County Institute of Forensic
Sciences.

According to police, the victim was operating
a white Kawasaki EX6 motorcycle traveling east

at the above address when he struck a curb at the
westbound entrance of an apartment complex and
went up onto the sidewalk. The motorcycle then
struck a pole and a tree, before coming to a stop
on the sidewalk near the east gate of the complex.

Houston Fire Department paramedics pro-
nounced the victim deceased at the scene.

No other vehicles were involved in the crash.
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The building that formerly housed the Texas La
May 13, near Beltway 8 and the Gulf Freeway. While the facility has housed multiple different
restaurants over the years, it had been dormant multiple years. Investigators said homeless
squatters living in the facility were responsible for the blaze, but no charges were filed, as the
fire was unintentional. Houston Fire Department Station 70 is shown as one of the numerous
departments responding to the incident. No injuries were reported.
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ceremonies at 1 p.m. and 2 p.m., respectively.

South Houston High School, Sam Rayburn
High School and Pasadena Memorial High School
will all hold their graduation ceremonies the fol-
lowing day on Friday, July 31. South Houston and
Sam Rayburn will share a 4 p.m. time slot, while
Memorial’s event will be held at 7 p.m.

McCarley said additional plans are being
made to honor graduates entering the mili-
tary prior to the July commencement, a num-
ber he estimates is between five and 10 stu-
dents per high school campus. For informa-
tion on Pasadena ISD’s graduation ceremo-
nies,  visit = www.nrgpark.com/events/pasa
dena-isd-graduations.

Graduate ads available

For those who want to congratulate this year’s
seniors in the South Belt Leader, see samples of
ads and cost on Page 7.

CCISD
On Friday, May 15, 2020, CCISD Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Greg Smith, flanked by
Continued on Page 5

Late Bulletin

Balloon release
for Jesse Jackson

At press time the Leader was asked to share
the following:

Aballoon release celebrating the life of 2014 Do-
bie grad Jesse Jackson will be held Friday, May 29,
at the Sagemont Church cross at 7 p.m. A lifelong
Pasadena ISD student, Jackson played football,
basketball and ran track as a Longhorn. Visitors are
asked to wear orange. To help with expenses, visit
www.gofundme.com/f/funeral-for-Jesse-Jackson.
See next week’s Leader for more information.

Sagemont Church welcomes new pastor

On Sunday, May 17, Sagemont Church mem-
bers called Dr. Matt Carter with a 99.6 percent
vote of affirmation as the church’s second lead
pastor in its 54-year history. Carter and his wife,
Jennifer, and their family come to Sagemont
from Austin where they founded The Austin
Stone Community Church. That church grew
to more than 7,500 in weekly attendance on six
campuses since its beginning in 2002.

The call to Carter follows the retirement of

Sagemont’s founding pastor Dr. John D. Mor-
gan, who stepped down from the pulpit at the
end of 2019. In Morgan’s 53-year ministry at
Sagemont, the church grew from 16 to more than
6,400 active members and became known for its
core value of doing ministry debt-free and its

commitment to missions around the world.
As Carter came to Sagemont Church in view
of a call on Sunday, the church met in its two
Continued on Page 8

Dobie senior parade ‘“awesome”

The a drive-thru senior parade held at Dobie
High School Wednesday, May 13, was a huge suc-
cess, with approximately 650-700 students taking
part, campus administrators said.

“It was awesome,” said Dobie Principal Franklin
Moses. “It was a cool deal for our students, but it
was just as rewarding for our educators and staff.”

Aimed at boosting the spirits of graduating se-
niors affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, the
event included Dobie staff members holding in-
spirational signs for seniors as they drove through
the area campus’s parking lot to pick up their
graduation caps and gowns, all while maintaining
appropriate social-distancing practices. Teachers
from local feeder campuses also participated.

“It was especially rewarding for a lot of the el-
ementary teachers and others who have watched
these students grow up and graduate,” Moses
said, noting that staff from eight local elementary
schools, three middle schools and two intermedi-
ate schools took part in the event.

Students, in turn, also held signs and decorat-
ed their vehicles to celebrate the occasion. Family
members, and sometimes even family pets, also
tagged along for the ride.

Seniors entered the campus through its rear
parking lot, where they were greeted by well-wish-
ers, before snaking around the lot three or four
times, then proceeding to the front parking lot

Continued on Page 8
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Leading the Dobie grad parade

parade marshal for the Dobie graduation car parade held Wednesday, May 13 with between 650 and 700
vehicles participating. Riding in the lead vehicle was Alyta Harrell, Pasadena ISD associate superinten-
dent, campus development; and chauffeur Franklin Moses, principal of Dobie. The parade, considered a

great success, is expected to become an annual event. See photos Page 4.
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TEA spells out 3 recommendations

The Texas Education Agency has recommended
that school districts adopt a near year-round 2020-
2021 calendar to compensate for lost learning due
to COVID-19 pandemic, as well predicted future
disruptions.

According to a recent online TEA PowerPoint
presentation, several students will be returning to
class this fall nearly a full year behind academical-
ly, compared to normal years.

To help combat this, the agency suggests school
districts use “intersessional” calendars. This in-
cludes adopting an earlier start date and a later end
date (attending school for 11 out of 12 months), as
well as six weeks of intersessional breaks. These

breaks may be required for a possible resurgence of
the coronavirus or used to help struggling students.
The time may also be used for advancement or en-
richment.

The guidelines call for longer holiday breaks,
particularly during the winter when COVID-19
cases are expected to spike. TEA recommendations
also suggest staggered in-person attendance and an
increase in remote learning.

The new guidelines are not a mandate, and any
final decisions are up to individual school districts.

Pasadena ISD Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn
Powell said Pasadena ISD will coordinate with

Continued on Page 5

Officials say distance learning may stay

With the threat of COVID-109 still looming and
the added warning of a possible second wave of
the virus later in the year, many school and health
officials are suggesting that distance-learning pro-
grams may continue into the fall.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, recent-
ly caused a stir when he hinted that not all schools
would reopen to in-person instruction during the
upcoming fall semester. “We’ll just have to see on
a step-by-step basis,” Fauci said. “We have a very
large country, and the dynamics of the outbreak are
different in different regions of the country, so I
would imagine that situations regarding school will
be very different in one region versus another.”

This statement was sharply rebuked by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who said Fauci’s remark was

“not an acceptable answer.”

“I think you should absolutely open the schools,”
Trump said. “I don’t consider our country coming
back if the schools are closed.”

Dallas ISD Superintendent Michael Hinojo-
sa made headlines when he said at a May 4 press
conference that a return to traditional school is
“very unlikely.” The superintendent said the Texas
school district would likely adopt a “hybrid” plan,
in which students continue distance learning, while
incorporating in-person instruction in a safe man-
ner.

The announcement prompted Houston ISD
to release its own statement, suggesting the local
school district is also weighing multiple options.

“HISD continues to explore all options as it

Continued on Page 8
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In My Opinion

we learn? And, what did we change?
Makes for a media event, but for resi-
dents, it's a headache. Help!!

Rosemary Carraway

Ybarra becomes U.S. Army soldier

U.S. Army Pvt. Joseph Ybarra, son
of Carlos and Liza Ybarra of Friend-
swood and grandson of Al and Bar-
bara Vasquez of Houston in South
Belt Ybarra earned the title of Unit-

Atkinson drive
through awards set

“Parents!!!! We want to celebrate your

Coaches say farewell to students

ed States Army Soldier after gradu-
students and close out the school year MueCke Shar es I Oad ating from U.S. Army recruit train-
with a bang! Please save the dates for j ing at Fort Jackson, S.C., from Aug.
our End of Year Drive Through Awards 'mprovements 9, 2019, until Oct. 17, 2019. Ybarra

Celebration. The event will take place
over two days. Each day the time will be
from 10 am until noon. On Thursday, May
28 we will celebrate with PreK, Kinder-
garten, and First Grade. PreK and Kin-
dergarten will drive through the circular
drive off of Kingspoint. First Grade will handles road design. You did and |
drive through the regular car rider pick up  called. | explained my concern about
line. the conditions at I-45 and the Beltway.
On Friday, May 29 we will celebrate Traffic flowing from 1-45 South and North
our Second, Third, and Fourth Graders. wanting to exit onto the Beltway west.
Fourth grade parents will drive through Two lanes of traffic coming together to
the circular drive off of Kingspoint. Sec- form one lane to enter the Beltway and
ond and Third Grade will drive through the Beamer Rd. exit.
the regular car rider pick up line. The stu- A long back up and then merging,
dents will receive their report cards, any some allowed and some did not, made
left over school supplies, and any awards this dangerous. There was an area for
that they may have attained. Parents, a lane on the right side that would take
please have a sign with your child’s name cars to the Beamer Rd. exit, the left
and their teacher’s name displayed prom- lane could move onto the Beltway. But

proceeded to Fort Gordon in Augus-
ta, Ga., for 22 weeks of Advanced
Individual Training for his 25U
from Oct. 18, 2019, to April 1, 2020.
Ybarra stayed committed during
some of the world’s most demand-
ing entry-level military training to
be transformed from civilian to U.S.
Army soldier instilled with pride,
| discipline and the core values of hon-
| or, courage and commitment. Train-
ing subjects included close physical
fitness training, computers, radios
] and marksmanship. He graduated
Wednesday, April 1, 2020, from Fort
Gordon with honors. Upon comple-
tion, Ybarra was presented the U.S.
Army emblem as a U.S. Army Sol-
dier 25U - Signal Support System
Specialist. Ybarra is a 2019 graduate

To Betty McGinnis of Senator Carol Al-
varado’s office:

Remember about 3 or so months
ago | asked your help getting the phone
number from a TxDOT employee who

Shown above are left to right, Thompson Intermediate coaches Kaylyn Harlan,
Diana Hejtmanek, Amanda Carroll, Alexandra Alvarado and Tiffany Nelson. To-
gether they penned the following note for eighth-graders moving onto high school.
“Eighth-grade Lady Lions, we are so proud of each and every one of you and
everything you have accomplished here at Thompson. Y’all are a special group of
athletic young ladies, and we can’t wait to see what your future holds. Continue
to work hard and strive to be better every day. We will miss y’all and good luck in

inently to assist us in moving the line effi-
ciently.

We hope to have a festive atmosphere
with music, signs for the students, and
more. Though we want to see all of our
students it will be imperative that the line
keep moving. So, please stay in your ve-
hicle and slowly move through the line.
The grade level teachers will be present,
as well as the support teachers. Please
be patient as there may be heavy traffic
in the area during the drive throughs. We
will keep the traffic moving as smoothly
as possible. If you have questions please
contact the school or email me at rwhit-
taker@pasadenaisd.org.”

Richard Whittaker
Peer Facilitator - Math
Atkinson Elementary

Carraway worried
about flooding

| get very nervous when Hurricane
Season is announced. | don’t believe the
ditch/drainage in my area (Fuqua, Beam-
er, Sabo, |-45, BW8) has been effectively
addressed for a long time. The water flow
is from northwest to southeast, so we get
water flow all the way from Astroworld/
Reliant/NRG area.

Hard to believe unless you look on a
map. The high density of concrete has
been our nemesis for many years. We
need a louder “squeeky wheel’. Please
address this old Upper Sagemont/Kirk-
wood area, again for us. And, thank you
for being our very respected advocate for
many, many years.

Major street flooding again?? What
happened to all that Fed money to keep
this from happening again in this 3rd/4th
largest city in the U.S.?? Another Hurri-

this right lane was marked off for traffic,
which caused the congestion.

| discussed this with TxDOT and was
told because of distance, signage and
so forth they could not open this lane.
So | hung up and said | failed.

Well guess what, this evening going
to mass at St. Luke’s, no back up, traf-
fic flowing really good, no merging AND
this lane is now open. So now the left
lane merges onto the Beltway and the
right lane can continue to the Beam-
er Rd. intersection, just as | thought it
should. Beautiful.

Thanks again for your help, it worked.
Jim Muecke

Hannan concerned
for possible flooding

Well as far as | can tell nothing has
been done to improve A119-09, so that
a major flooding event is likely. The
gas station on the 2.8 acres which has
been raised up, paved over, and has a
nice sluice going into linear detetention
a119-09 is going to cause major flood-
ing to the Sagemont Park Townhouses
(including my house).

There has been a lot of talking and
meetings but nothing has been done to
open up the bricked up dam under Sabo
Road.

Who is in charge of this (and account-
able for the coming disaster)and what
must be done to get them to take ac-
tion. (We have had many discussions
but nothing happens.) The gas station
is going to be the kiss of death for peo-
ple who are upstream of the bricked up
up,detention (with two small drain pipes
through it.)

John L Hannan
Sabo Road

cane Harvey is in the future ... what did

Local library events set

Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Branch Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. The library will continue to
provide online resources so the public can enjoy the library at home.

Currently, the Houston Public Library is focusing on providing electronic resources,
books, audiobooks, databases for research, tutoring, language learning, education and par-
ent information for any resident of Texas with a temporary library card. The way an inter-
ested resident can get a library card is to visit the website at www.houstonlibrary.org, scroll
down onto the Home Page, and find the heading Here’s What’s Happening. Under that
heading, there will be three cards. The middle one is Free Resources for All. Click on the
card which will go to the page that lists the digital resources available and a link to obtain
a temporary card.

Also, under the heading Here’s What’s Happening, look for the first card on the left,
click on the heading titled Online Resources for Kids. One of the programs listed is Virtual
Storytime. This is provided every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11 a.m. The archived
storytimes can be found on Facebook by searching Houston Public Library Virtual Story-
times. Another virtual program is Craft. Soon there will be STEM programs.

The HPL updated app is much more user-friendly than before. On the very first page,
there is a link to Tumblebooks, which has many picture books that are animated read-alongs
for children.

Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services remain avail-
able 24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at www.houstonlibrary.org, including e-books and
e-audiobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and
databases. Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are
eligible for holds and check-out. HPL has a robust collection of free e-books and audio
books. Visit the catalog to determine if a previously requested hold selection may be in a
digital format. Instructions on downloading the e-book or audio book are also on the site.

All due dates for existing borrowed materials will be extended through the closure pe-
riod. Until further notice, no new late fees and fines will be assessed during the closure
period, retroactive to March 14, 2020.

While the Bracewell Branch Library remains closed, it’s Wi-Fi service is still available
for residents to utilize. If a customer has a device, such as a phone, laptop or tablet but no
‘Wi-Fi, they can come to the library and gain access by standing/sitting within 6 feet of the
building. There is no need for a password. All one needs to do is go to Settings, then Net-
work and Internet, Wi-Fi, and then connect to HPL — Public.

Visit the website of the City of Houston at https://houstonemergency.org/covid19 or
call 832-393-4220 for more meant to slow the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the num-
ber of people infected.

For information on questions and answers during the closure period, visit http://houston
library.org/learn-explore/covid-19-closure-faqgs.

For additional information, visit: www.houstonlibrary.org.

Parker Williams Library

A notice on the website reads, “All Harris County Public Library locations will remain
closed to the public at this time. Public safety is our top priority. We will provide service
updates as they are developed. The book drop at Parker Williams Library is open. No late
fees have been nor will be charged during the library closures. You may return library ma-
terials to the exterior book drops at most HCPL locations, but, we urge you to continue to
maintain social distancing and other public health guidelines. You will not be charged late
fees. Please do not leave items outside the library.

Curbside Holds Pick-Up starts Tuesday, May 26.

Harris County Public Library will continue to offer a wide array of online services:

— Use HCPL Wi-Fi service while maintaining social distancing with HCPL’s Drive-up
Wi-Fi.

— Download ebooks and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.

— Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.

— Check your account to renew loans or request books.

— eBooks, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive.

— Stream classic films, indie cinema, and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.

— Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.

— Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.

— Ask us a question via chat on Ask a Librarian.

— Get book recommendations via Book Hunters.

If you do not have an HCPL library card, you can get instant access to all HCPL’s digital
materials including ebooks, streaming movies and research tools with an iKnow Digital
Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card.

Parker Williams Curbside Holds Pick-Up

When you receive notification that your holds are ready for pick-up, call your HCPL
pick-up location (832-927-7870). Please have your library card number and PIN handy.
You will be given a pick-up time and instructions for curbside pick-up. When you arrive at
the library, follow the instructions you were provided over the phone. You may be asked to
show your library card or other form of ID for verification.

Note: Library staff will not be able to take your returns during curbside pick-up, please
put them in the book drop. For your safety and that of HCPL staff, curbside pick-up may
be temporarily suspended during bad weather. Curbside Holds Pick-Up will be available
Monday — Thursday 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday 1 — 6 p.m.; and Saturday 10 am. — 5 p.m.

For more information including curbside holds pick-up, visit https://www.hcpl.net/
blog/2020/03/harris-county-public-library-temporary-building-closure.

For additional library information, visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-wil
liams-branch-library.”

high school. Love, Coach Alex Alvarado, Coach Kaylyn Harlan, Coach Amanda
Carroll Coach Diana Hejtmanek and Coach Tiffany Nelson.”

of Clear Brook High School.

Elected officials share
their words

Olson takes stand against
reckless liberal wish list

Congressman Pete Olson (TX-22) today voted against
a $3 trillion partisan spending bill that will not responsibly
give American families the help they need. The 1,800-
page bill, deceptively packaged by House Democrats as
COVID-19 economic aid, was drafted without Republican
input and contained numerous provisions unrelated to
COVID-19. “During a global crisis, the American people
deserve and expect a government that responds thought-
fully and responsibly;” Olson stated. “This radical, partisan
wish list is a Trojan horse loaded with liberal goals: throw-
ing open the doors of our nation’s prisons, dumping money
into sanctuary cities and setting up our elections for mas-
sive fraud. | am committed to developing responsible aid
targeted to the pandemic and will continue every effort to
work with my colleagues across the aisle to help American
workers and families struggling in these challenging times.”

The bill proposed by House Democrats included the fol-
lowing:

Anti-Work Provisions will make economic recovery
more difficult by making it more profitable for individuals
not to work.

Prisoner Release provides get-out-of-jail free cards for
certain prisoners, including: Those within one year of re-
lease, prisoners over 50, Juveniles, Inmates with health
conditions, Includes $250M in spending to reintegrate
ex-prisoners into society.

Incentives for lllegal Immigration, awards federal fund-
ing to sanctuary cities, requires review of those detained
by ICE so certain illegal immigrants can be released, pre-
vents the deportation of illegal immigrants, authorizes il-
legal immigrants to work during this crisis, allows illegal
immigrants to collect Economic Impact Payments.

Wasteful Spending, provides funding to matters unre-
lated to combating COVID-19 including: $125M to National
Science Foundation, $50M to Legal Services Corporation,
$50M to the EPA in “environmental justice grants”, $40M to
U.S. Geological Survey, $10M to National Endowment of
the Arts, $10M to National Endowment of the Humanities.

Wholesale Election Law Changes, federalizes the en-
tire election process and takes power away from the states
calls for mailed absentee ballots to be sent to every voter
permanently, permits same day voter registration nation-
wide which would lengthen voting lines, codifies ballot har-
vesting, enacts national vote by mail, and prevents states
from having voter ID requirements

DA Ogg explains officer-
involved shooting process

Harris County District Attorney Kim Ogg on Tuesday re-
leased a video explaining the extensive process that goes
into investigating officer-involved shootings.

The video, which is less than two minutes long, was
created to raise awareness of the process after a recent
spate of police shootings, including the well-known raid
that ended in the shooting deaths of two people at their
southeast Houston home on Harding in January 2019.

“The Harris County DA'’s office places a priority on en-
suring justice for all in each and every police shooting be-
cause the public’s trust in our justice system depends on
it,” Ogg said. “We know the process can be confusing and
complicated for victims and their families who aren’t used
to dealing with the courts.”

When a police officer shoots a civilian, prosecutors with
the Civil Rights Division of the District Attorney’s Office,
who are available 24 hours a day, go to the scene. While it
is still an active crime scene, prosecutors observe the col-
lection of evidence and the police officer’s “Critical Event
Walk-through” in which the officer explains what hap-
pened.

After the police and investigators turn over all the ev-
idence to the DA’s office, the case is independently re-
viewed by prosecutors and in every instance all of the ev-
idence is presented to a grand jury for consideration. That
grand jury, composed of anywhere from nine to 12 Har-
ris County citizens, looks at all of the evidence to decide
whether they believe the shooting was self-defense or if
the shooting was an illegal use of force.

If the grand jury decides the police officer was justified,
the case is closed. If grand jurors decide the officer’s ac-
tions were criminal, they issue a formal charge, called an
indictment, against the police officer. The DA’s office then
prosecutes the case, which is resolved either in a trial or a
plea. “When there is video in an officer-involved shooting,
which is often the case, it is evidence we use,” said Assis-
tant District Attorney Natasha Sinclair, who is the chief in
charge of the Civil Rights Division. “But a video is just one
piece of all of the evidence that we need in order to see a
complete picture.”

The PSA video can be viewed online at https://
www.harriscountyda.com/officer-involved-shootings-
independent-review-process.

Leader checks out
social media

By Natalie Abarca
A member of People of
Sagemont 2 Facebook group
posted pictures of vehicles
that were vandalized. It is
not clear if it was one person
or more than one that did
the damage, but windows,
lights and side mirrors were
broken. The incident was
reported Saturday, May 16,
at the Sagemont Church An-
nex building parking lot.
According to the member

the suspect was caught.
On the same Facebook
group a member posted that

their sister’s black four-door
2015 Nissan Sentra was tak-
en from their driveway on
May 16, sometime after 3
a.m. The license plate of the
vehicle stolen is MVP3922.
The member posted sur-
veillance videos from their
neighbor.

On the same Facebook
group a member shared
photos of a jeep that crashed
into the guardrail and half-
way to the ditch. The acci-
dent happened at Beamer
and Hall Road on Saturday,
May 16, before noon.

Church Directory

( Attend the church of your choice )

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar
11011 Hall Rd.

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Espariol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816
Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

Sunday School * 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service * 9:00 a.m.

New Covenant

Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk
281-484-4230

\ Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our
J Day Care Facilities

Bill & Cheryl Hines

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Wednesday

Nursery Available at all Services

Ban Jncints Tommunilp Qollege Dintrict

CENTRAL CAMPUS
8060 SPENCER HWY.
PASADENA, TEXAS 77505

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 UVALDE ROAD
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77049

Q,COLLEGE

Your Goals. Your College.

C SAN JACINTO"

San Jacinto Your Success
SUMMER CLASSES BEGIN JUNE 1

APPLY, REGISTER, AND PAY ONLINE AT

WWW.SANJAC.EDU

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 BEAMER ROAD
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77089

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 OLD HWY. 146
LA PORTE, TEXAS 77571

281-998-6150 | sanjac.edu

The San Jacinto College District is committed to equal opportunity for
all and without vegard to race, creed,
color, national origin, citi: ip status, age, di: il

religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity,

genetic information, marital status, or veteran status in accordance with
applicable federal and state laws. The following College official has been
designated to handle inquiries regarding the College’s non-discrimination

policies: Vice Cl of Human 4624 Fail Pkwy.,
Pasadena, TX 77504; 281-991-2659; Sandra.Ramirez@sjcd.edu.

Register Now! 281-481-2003

Prayer Meeting * 7:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service * 7:45 p.m.
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

Former CBHS, collegiate VB star now Dr. Dittrich

Dr. Alicia F. Dittrich,
DPT, a former Lady Wolver-
ines' varsity volleyball star
and 2011 Clear Brook High
School graduate, has added
another achievement to her
credits as a graduate of Tex-
as Woman’s University Doc-
tor of Physical Therapy pro-
gram.

Dittrich graduated from
the University of Central Ar-
kansas in May 2015 with a
Bachelor of Science in health
sciences, a B.S. in psycholo-
gy and a minor in nutrition.

She accomplished this
while being a four-year start-
er on the Sugar Bear Division
I volleyball team.

While Dittrich was on the
team and for the first time
in the school’s history, UCA
earned two invitations to the
NCAA Volleyball Tourna-
ment.

She returned to Houston
and began teaching at Clear
Lake High School while

coaching volleyball there and
for Absolute Volleyball Acad-
emy.

In 2017, she left teaching
to enter the physical therapy
program at Texas Woman’s
University.

Hurricane Harvey kicked
off her first week at TWU,
which set the tone for her
three-year journey.

Dittrich entered the PT
program as a single mother,
and over the next three years
faced the challenge of a rig-
orous school schedule, the
death of several family mem-
bers, working whenever pos-
sible and raising her daugh-
ter.

She also applied and was
accepted into the doctoral
program at TWU, a program
she will continue to complete
over the coming years.

In order to maintain her
mental health during her
journey, Dittrich took up pad-
dle boarding and put togeth-

DIXIE DELI
Pany SpeciaL - 69.99

er a Girl Bike Gang at the
school.

The GBG trained for
and completed the MS 150
in 2019. While the ride is
postponed this year due to
COVID-19 until the end of
September, Dittrich and sev-
eral of her friends completed
a 151-mile ride April 25-26
in honor of the cause.

The MS150 was not the
only thing COVID-19 has
disrupted.

The TWU graduation was
to have taken place on May
10 but was postponed.

In addition to celebrating
her accomplishment with her
peers and family, Dittrich
had looked forward to her
daughter seeing her cross the
stage and receive her diplo-
ma as a lesson of what can be
achieved through hard work,
perseverance, sacrifice and a

the uncertainty created by
Hurricane Harvey, so did it
end with the uncertainty cre-
ated by COVID-19.
Regardless of any un-
expected hurdles, Dittrich
plans to study for the boards
over the summer and take the
National Exam at the end of
July. She is also planning to
return to teaching while de-
veloping a program for pro-

great support group.
As this chapter started in

active care to prevent injury
in athletes.

Dittrich was a star athlete
and her past injuries contin-
ue to affect her while she
participates in both day-to-
day and sporting activities.
Learning about injury pre-
vention has been a driving
force and passion for her.

She is excited about
achieving her DPT and all
her future possibilities while
working toward injury pre-
vention with athletes in the
future.

JFD’s Amezcua to Ottawa

= T

Dobie varsity softball player and 2019 all district honoree Michelle Amezcua is set
to continue her education and playing career at Ottawa University in Ottawa, Kan.,
where she plans to study biology. ‘“We are very excited to have Michelle joining the
softball family,” said OU head softball coach Jay Kahnt. “Michelle is an athletic in-
fielder that can play multiple positions. Both her high school team and her travel team
have prepared her for transition to college. We can’t wait to watch Michelle grow
over the next four years.” Ottawa University has a National Association of Intercolle-
giate Athletics program that competes in the Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference.

Lajaunie tennis tournament

scheduled for June 26-28

6~ Po-Boy, Cuips & DrINK

281-484-3083

364A FM 1959 (between |-45 & Hwy 3)
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

PapaGayos

Mexican Cantina

10943 SCARSDALE
281-922-1477
P San - (s 11 am - Bpm
i, B 3a0, 11 am. - 10300

To-Go Orders!
281-922-1477

25% of Dine-In Seating
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

Visit Dur Website www.papagayosgrill.com

[] Buchanan-Pasadena
[V] Pala Duro Canyon-League City
[V] Ramada-Clear Lake
[V] Porta Bianca-League City

ALL SOLD THIS MONTH!"!
Call Me For Your Real Estate Needs!

281-389-6519

Toni Muse

Moving Families
For 30 Years!

GREEN AND
ASSOCIATES

REALTORS®

A four-year volleyball standout at Clear Brook High
School and then the University of Central Arkansas,
Alicia Dittrich has also starred in the classroom, re-

While the MS150 fundraising bike ride event was can-
celed this year due to the coronavirus pandemic, Ali-

The ninth annual Darren
Lajaunie Memorial Tennis
Tournament is scheduled for
June 26-28 at the Harry Tay-
lor Tennis Center in Pasade-
na.

Up to this point, tourna-

ren Lajaunie Tennis Scholar-
ships for additional details.

Darren Lajaunie gradu-
ated from Dobie, where he
played tennis.

He and his family, includ-
ing wife Camille and son
Andrew, played tennis in the
Bay Area before Darren's
cancer-related death.

cently earning a doctorate in physical therapy from
Texas Woman’s University.

cia Dittrich and her Girl Bike Gang mates completed a

151-mile ride in late April to commemorate the cause.

Even in pandemic, Dobie
coaching carousel turns

The coronavirus pan-
demic has failed to keep the

annual coaching carousel campuses this time of year,
from turning at high school and Dobie is no exception.

; ..fF |

One Dobie graduate is replacing another as Monika

Rivera Mackey, an all-district

player for the Lady Longhorns, has been elevated to varsity girls’ soccer head coach
after several seasons as the junior varsity head coach. She replaces Bryan McDonald,
who is the new varsity boys’ soccer head coach at Ridge Point High School.

TEXAN BANKIS A
SBA APPROVED

LENDER

CALL US TODAY TO APPLY FOR THE
PAYCHECK PROTECTION

PROGRAM

Membei

Bl TEXAN BANK

BANKING TO THE N™ DEGREE.

Houston * Friendswood ¢ Clear Lake

Sugar Land * River Oaks

(281) 276-1800

WWW. TEXANBANK.COM

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Singleton excels at
SFA University

- 24 B, |
Dobie graduate and Stephen F. Austin University
track and field standout Camille Singleton has grad-
uated in three years with a Bachelor of Science in ki-
nesiology and a minor in human health sciences from
SFA. She was a dean’s athletic honor roll member and
contributed to three consecutive Ladyjack’s confer-
ence track championships. Singleton, the elder sister
of Dobie senior-to-be Amari Singleton, plans to attend
nursing school.

Dobie principal Frank-
lin Moses earlier this year
brought in Franklin Paul to
head the Longhorns' boys'
basketball program, and
now there is more.

As for head coaches,
Dobie graduate Monika Ri-
vera Mackey, an all-district
performer in her own right
while a Lady Longhorns'
varsity soccer player, will
now lead the program, re-
placing the departed Bryan
McDonald.

Mackey won't travel
far. She has been the Lady
Longhorns' top junior var-
sity coach for several years.
As for McDonald, also a Do-
bie graduate, he is headed to
Ridge Point High School to
be the varsity boys' soccer
head coach.

Former Dobie varsity
boys' basketball head coach
Kevin Cross, a graduate of
Dobie and career-long staff
member, is shifting over to
golf, where he and longtime
varsity baseball assistant
Tony Ponce will join him.
The moves came after pre-
vious head coach Chris Fer-
guson retired and Kristen
Tolley chose to step away
from coaching.

On the baseball front,
varsity baseball head coach
Miguel Torres is elevating
Dobie graduate and former
player Frank Mora Jr. to the
top varsity assistant role.

With some of these
moves will also come the
need to fill various assistant
roles, but there is time for
that, particularly with oper-
ations on hold for the fore-
seeable future.

ment organizers, including
event founder Camille Lajau- US A K A R ATE
nie, have had to work around . . .
the shutdown caused by the SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
pandemic as the original SIGN UP NOW!
dates were May 1-3.
Despite the scheduling o COME LEARN:
issues, the tournament com- - * RESPECT
mittee has awarded academic N « FOCUS
scholarships to six deserving —N
class of 2020 seniors from ;-' * CONFIDENCE
Dobie High School. \ * DISCIPLINE
Two more sophomores « AND MORE
from First Baptist Christian . .
Academy also were honored. FBB “Accredlted Bu51nes§
Tournament  registration B Call USA KARATE for details
RSl 11101 Resource Pkwy. 1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109

scholarship donation, used
racket donation and other
tournament-related  efforts
are ongoing. Visit the tourna-
ment's Facebook page at Dar-

Houston, TX 77089
281-484-9006

Pearland, TX 77581
832-736-9006

We have space available at each location

Sold § Team

281-464-SOLD
More Buyers.
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
The Market Is Still
Strong-And So Are We!

281-464-SOLD (7653)

\ ulr LIKE U O

facebook.

& L L L LB PL L L L LB LA

Sandra Yandell

Broker Associate

REIAY
' dlﬁ

.

Realty

] *NEW! Bellavita - Lovelv.3-2:2.witk island kitchen, high ceilings, for-

Ny mal dining, crown molding in ps,;.al =% gated community! #MAR

M *NEW! Villa Verde - Raautiful 4,2.50% n WI& corner lot! Soaring
M ceilings, den with fircs.g,l-.'.p..allﬂing, fres‘r%mt% and out! #ROM

\] xNEW! Riverstone Ran"s'w sesiful 4-2.5-2, formal dining, game $
N room, granite counter tops, new =2\ % csh paint! #RIV $
\] xPearland - Gorgeous 5-3.5-2 off Pearland Parkway! Game room, Media

M room, study! Two story fireplace, curved staircase and Juliet balcony! i
My Covered patio! #CSC

v xAshley Pointe - Gorgeous A Pats
v over-sized lot, upgrades galore,sa

$

sl

2k home in gated section! 5-3.5-3 on pJ

$

The Works
Includes

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
* Underbody Rinse

o Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

o Clear Coat Protectant

© Install New Oil Filter

© Complete Chassis Lube

o Check Brake Fluid

o Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.
Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil

- —n ] B
Kwik -Kar.
CARWASH

Now HiriNG CasHiErs, Car Wasu NOW available!!

PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am -
Sun. 9am - 5pm

*MonNTHLY UNLIMITED WaAsH PLans (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
o Check &Fill Transmission Fluid
o Check Air Pressure in all Tires
o Check Gear Boxes

 Check Battery Fluid

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS FOR Mechanic
DETAIL & HANDWASH SERVICES
www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait $ Off Auto
shuttle service 1 0 Alignment

With coupon only. No reproductions.
Not valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

—

**shuttle service

7pm v(\)l?ilhyis‘;aél?rll]ilﬁe (Between 1-45 & Beamer) ISLAND BREEZE
radius** 281-484-5945 CAR WASH

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

* Rain-Guard

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

o Clear Coat Protectant

Exterior

* Wash
« High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

Includes “Express
Exterior” Plus

o Tri-Color Wax

* Wheel Cleaning

(In Tunnel) ’29

° Underbody Rinse  *yonthly

°35

*Monthly

$29.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash

* Check & Fill Windshield Washer
* Vacuum Interior

o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter o Check Belts
 Check Breather Element  Check Wiper Blades

- 16 Point Check @ With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 6/15/20.

* Check PCV Valve
 Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
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JED celebrates 2020 graduates with parade

Dobie High School 2020 graduates were honored recently with a car parade. Area officials, teachers from surrounding schools and parents attended to celebrate these students. See related story on Page 1. Photos by Marie Flickinger
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Continued from Page 1

his high school principals,
announced to the Class of
2020 via livestream that
all Clear Creek ISD grad-
uations will be held at the
District’s Challenger Co-
lumbia Stadium from May
29 — June 2 according to the
following schedule:

Friday, May 29, Clear
Lake High School at 8:30
p.m.

Saturday, May 30, Clear
Creek High School at 8:30
p.m. and Clear View High
School at 8:30 a.m.

Sunday, May 31, Clear
Falls High School at 8:30
p.m.

Monday, June 1, Clear
Springs High School at 8:30
p.m. and Clear Horizons
Early College High School
at 8:30 a.m.

Tuesday, June 2, Clear
Brook High School at 8:30
p.m.

Rain plan dates are
Wednesday and Thursday,
June 3 and June 4.

With the hope and ex-
pectation that in-person in-
door ceremonies would be
allowed by the end of July,
the District had secured
NRG Stadium to graduate
students from the five large
comprehensive high schools
and hold ceremonies for the
two smaller high schools at
Clear Falls High School.

However, on May 35,
2020, Abbott announced
graduation ceremonies

could only be held outdoors
due to COVID-19 concerns.

“We were at a cross-
road,” Smith said in the Fri-
day announcement. “Do we
stay the course and hope the
indoor restrictions would be
lifted by late July or change
direction and move out-
doors?”

In light of the May 5 state
announcement, the district
surveyed senior families to
request feedback on three
options: Stay the course for
NRG and Clear Falls loca-
tions, with the risk of indoor

ceremony restrictions could
still in place on July 26;
pivot to a virtual ceremo-
ny; or, move to the outdoor
ceremony plan at Challeng-
er Columbia Stadium, with
TEA safety guidelines in
place.

“Overwhelmingly  you
told us, ‘Let’s do this!””
Smith said. “Let’s gradu-
ate our students in our own
backyard.”

The Texas Education
Agency released explicit
graduation requirements for
school districts to address
the public health concerns
for outdoor ceremonies.

Due to the current 25 per-
cent venue capacity man-
date, graduates are limited
to four guests each. Other
COVID-19 safeguards that
will be in effect include the
use of face coverings by
graduates, guests and staff,
and spacing graduates six
feet apart and families in
the bleachers six feet apart
from families in a differ-

ent household. Additional-
ly, CCISD will have extra
security and paramedics
at the stadium. Graduates,
families and staff will be
required to provide self-
health assessments prior to
entering the stadium as was
also mandated in the TEA
guideline report.

Students will be seated on
the field in alpha order and
those seats will be matched
to color coded quadrants in
the bleachers. Families will
be directed to sit in the cor-
responding color quadrant
in an effort to place parents
in closer proximity to their
graduate. Entry tickets and
parking placards will align
with the quadrant color cod-
ing system for streamlined
and safer entry and exiting
of the stadium.

Graduates will receive
notification from their high
school as to when they may
pick up their family tickets
as well as detailed protocol
instructions.

For the latest 2020
graduation plan updates,
visit ~ www.ccisd.net/Clas-
s0f2020.

San Jacinto College

San Jacinto College’s
spring commencement has
been rescheduled for Friday
Aug. 7, at NRG Stadium at
7 p.m. All graduating stu-
dents must apply for gradu-
ation. Students need to apply
whether they intend to walk
in the ceremony or not.

All students who apply
for graduation will receive
the invitation to RSVP for
commencement, regardless
of what they indicated on
their graduation application.

For more information on
San Jacinto College’s grad-
uation program, visit www.
sanjac.edu/student-services/
graduation-beyond/com
mencement-ceremony.
University of Houston —

Clear Lake

More than 1,200 Univer-

sity of Houston-Clear Lake

Hawks applied to graduate

JFD’s senior Lariaettes honored with surprise

participating in the surprise car parade.

Saturday, April 18, would have been the J. Frank Dobie Lariaettes’
final night of the annual spring show. That night is a special night
for seniors as they dance their final time at Dobie and receive a final
rose to signify their time leaving. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Lariaettes were not able to have the annual show. On Saturday,
April 18, the Lariaette directors and Lariaette underclassmen sur-
prised each senior in front of their home with a car parade, a rose

Holding encouraging posters is Dobie sophomore Analaura Elizarraras

and senior portrait. Shown above are (front row) Sidney Torres, ex-
ecutive; Brooke Morales, Lt. Col.;
Osayi Edigin, head executive; Evamaria Perla, executive; (middle
row) Aliyah Salas; Kia Ramos; Lauren Deramus; Granyeli Felica-
no; Tamecia Anderson; Yanelly Garza; Lian Yii; Hallie Nelms; Jola-
ny Chevez; Alissa Vara, (back row) Ariel Hernandez; Jade Cazarez;
Angela Vu; and Josie Garcia.

Charlize Tamayo, Lariaette Col.;

’:..- |.l
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Hannah Woernley, a Dobie junior, greets seniors with a sign decorat-

ed in Dobie colors during the car parade.

Carolina Miranda, a Dobie junior waves to senior Lariaettes.

Over The Back Fence by aexis
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BAYLEE CELEBRATES HER 17TH!

Happy birthday hugs and kisses are
sent to Baylee Espinosa who turns 17
years old Monday, May 25, from mom Jenny
(Hayes) Laney and step-dad Josh Laney,
big brother Brayden, and little sister Olivia;
grandparents Robert and Jannie Scarberry
(former longtime South Belt residents); aunt
Stacey (Hayes), uncle Stephen, and cous-
ins Kennedy, Owen and Evie Flowers;
uncle Joey Hayes; uncle Austin, aunt
Tiffany, cousin Jade and Lily Scarberry;
and uncle Tyler Scarberry.

JACKSON TURNS FOUR!

Best wishes for a happy birthday May
21 are sent to Jackson Durham from
parents Courtney and Chris Durham,
sisters Abigail and Penelope; aunt
Kimberly Flickinger; grandparents Fred
and Leslie Flickinger; great-grandmother
Olive Falkowski; great-grandfather John
Fairchild; great-grandparents Marie and
David Flickinger; and great-uncle David
Flickinger (Leader president) and his wife
Ellie.

SCHOOL DAZE

The following staff members of the Pasa-
dena Independent School District celebrate
birthdays May 21 through May 27, 2020.

Burnett Elementary

Light the candles May 21 for Karessa

Whitely.
Bush Elementary
Marianela Diaz enjoys a birthday May

21. The day for a birthday celebration for
Audra Smith is May 26.
Frazier Elementary
Marisol Cervantes marks a birthday May
22. Send a happy birthday greeting May
24 to Mayra Villarreal. May 26 is the day
to enjoy cake and ice cream with Teresa
Garcia and Angie Oquin. Join in a birthday
song May 27 for Sherril Poulis.
Genoa Elementary
Best wishes for a memorable birthday
May 27 are sent to Karen Garza.
Meador Elementary
Special birthday greetings are in order for
Stephanie Bounds on May 21. Marking a
birthday May 24 is Esmerelda Araujo. Blow
out the birthday candles May 25 for Heather
Cline.
Stuchbery Elementary
Sing a chorus of a happy birthday song May
25 to Sylvia Theriot.
Melillo Middle School
Send a birthday greeting May 27 to
Griebling Collin.
Roberts Middle School
Kelli Redd celebrates a happy birthday
May 23.
Beverly Hills Intermediate
Micah Strickland is wished a happy birth-
day May 21. Special birthday greetings are
sent to Curtis Occhionero and Marianella
Tyler May 23. Break out the balloons and
party favors May 25 for Matthew Martinez
and Summer Robinson.

Thompson Intermediate

Send a happy birthday greeting May 25
to Erynn Kalisek. Jennifer Darcy marks a
birthday May 27.

Dobie High

Happy birthday wishes are sent May 23
to Caitlin O’Connell. Lisa Barrett celebrates
a birthday May 24.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

For those wanting a birthday mentioned in
this section, email mynews @ southbeltleader.
com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate Birthdays”
in the subject line by Friday noon for the next
week’s publication.

Thursday, May 21: Vance Britt, Shelly
Woodin, and Kimberly Garza; Friday, May
22: Felicia Ayala, Kevin Dalley, Bill Mondy
and Becki Withers; Saturday, May 23:
Damon Holt, David Cino and Nicole Wiens;
Sunday, May 24: Barbara Gorman, Claudia
Gonzalez, Cathy Greene, Dana Long and
Richard McGinty; Monday, May 25: Felicia
Gonzalez, Michelle Belvin, Herman Ortiz,
Tammy Silva and Andrea Wheeler; Tuesday,
May 26: Christine Maricle, Thomas Tillman
Jr., Brian Brezina, Chris Ellis, and Randy
Asbury; and Wednesday, May 27: Shelli
Perseval, Jeffrey Short, Dan Lisbony and
Jamie Nguyen.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email birthday, anniversary, vacation,
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

this May.

Like other colleges and
universities, University of
Houston-Clear Lake com-
mencement will be a slight-
ly different experience this
year.

The ceremony, originally
set for May 17 at NRG Are-
na, will be held virtually in
July.

For those wanting to par-
ticipate in a more tradition-
al, face-to-face ceremony,
graduates will also have the
option to participate in the
next face-to-face ceremony
currently scheduled for De-
cember 2020.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic prevents us from
gathering in the traditional
way to celebrate spring 2020
commencement,” said Ira K.
Blake, UH-Clear Lake presi-
dent. “While we will not be
gathering this May, I want to
assure graduating students
that we will be celebrating
their accomplishments and
ushering them in as alumni.
And, we also will gradu-
ate and celebrate graduates
again in a traditional cere-
mony in the fall.”

The virtual commence-
ment will be held on July 17
at 6:30 p.m. and will contain
many of the same elements
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Local high school, college graduations still in state of flux

of the face-to-face ceremo-
nies with student speakers
and remarks from univer-
sity leadership, as well as
a formal induction into the
UHCL Alumni Association.

In addition, during the
week of the regularly sched-
uled commencement in May,
graduates will be provided
virtual congratulations from
Blake and the Alumni Asso-
ciation.

Graduates also will have
the opportunity to partici-
pate in other Alumni Asso-
ciation-related events, which
will welcome them into the
Alumni Association as well
as allow university faculty
and staff to celebrate them.

“We realized that we still
had a safe and creative way
to celebrate our graduates,”
said Carri Hill, director of
Alumni Engagement.

“Over the next couple of
weeks, we will contact our
graduates with the specific
details about activities that
should be a completely safe
and fun way for the students
to show their school pride
and celebrate this huge ac-
complishment.”

Of more than 1,200 uni-
versity students who applied
to graduate this semester,
775 were undergraduate stu-

dents, while the remainder
were graduate students.

Registrar Bryan Heard
emphasized that all students
who have met the require-
ments of their degree pro-
grams would still be gradu-
ating in May.

The university will eval-
uate eligibility of those stu-
dents who applied to grad-
uate and post degrees to
transcripts by early June.

“Students can expect to
receive diplomas at the ad-
dress on file within eight
weeks after degree posting,”

said Heard.

“Our office is open its
normal business hours to
answer questions related to
commencement.

In addition to the vir-
tual ceremony, graduating
students will be invited to
participate in the next face-
to-face ceremony, which we
hope to have in the fall.”

For additional informa-
tion concerning commence-
ment, call the office of the
registrar at 281-283-2525,
or visit www.uhcl.edu/aca
demics/commencement.

Governor waives
late renewal fees

Gov. Greg Abbott has
waived license renewal late
fees that accrue between
March 13 and June 15, 2020,
for occupational licenses
issued by the Texas Depart-
ment of Licensing and Reg-
ulation (TDLR).

This waiver applies to
licenses associated with a
variety of occupations such
as barbers, cosmetologists,
electricians, speech-lan-
guage pathologists, and dys-

lexia therapists.

“This waiver removes fi-
nancial barriers that could
prevent Texans from getting
back to work as we safely
and strategically open the
economy,” said Abbott.

“The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has presented unique chal-
lenges for the Texas work-
force, and we are committed
to restoring these hardwork-
ing Texans’ livelihoods while
protecting public health.”

Remember When

40 years ago (1980)

A black male, posing as
a yard man in the Wood-
meadow subdivision, forced
his way into a home where
he committed an aggravat-
ed assault, robbery and at-
tempted rape on a female
resident.

The Sagemont Commit-
tee decided to make Sage-
meadow residents aware
that failure to pay their
maintenance fee for 1980,
or any previous years by
June 6, would result in two
actions. First, a lien would
be filed against the property
which would have to be set-
tled prior to sale of the prop-
erty. Second, the homeown-
er’s name would be given
to the Credit Association of
Greater Houston as a delin-
quent payer of an outstand-
ing debt.

The Southeast Volunteer
Fire Department reported
the largest number of re-
sponses in a four-day peri-
od in the history of the de-
partment over the Memorial
Day weekend with eleven
runs in 79 hours.

35 years ago (1985)

A $14.5 million bond
election for the Harris
County Municipal Utility
District No. 13 failed, 139
votes to 40 votes.

Arson was suspected in
the massive destruction of
the Beamer Townhouses for
the second time in less than
a month. Three units were
totally destroyed, two units
were heavily damaged and
numerous others were af-
fected.

Construction  of  the
Sageglen bridge to connect
Sagemont with Scarsdale
Boulevard was on hold by
Councilman Frank Mancu-
so following protests from
Sagemont residents in the
area of the proposed bridge.

New soil, air and water
samples studied around the
Brio Refining site indicated
nearby Southbend residents
were safe, according to pol-
lution specialists.

Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District trustees
unanimously agreed to hire
an architectural firm to pro-
ceed with plans for a new
high school to be located on
FM 2351.

30 years ago (1990)

One of three final can-
didates for superintendent
of Clear Creek Independent
School District, if hired,
would lead a district then
under close scrutiny by the
Texas Education Agency.

The Dobie Longhorn var-
sity basketball team ended
the year as Region III run-

ner-up.
A group of mothers
whose children attended

Weber Elementary, which
was located a few blocks
from a toxic waste site, end-
ed their nightly trips to the
garbage containers at the
Clear Creek ISD adminis-
tration building. The moth-
ers went through looking
for anything that would help
their children transfer to an-
other school.

Dobie seniors earned
$364,000 in scholarships.

25 years ago (1995)

Five educators, with a
combined total of more than
100 years of experience,
retired from Atkinson Ele-
mentary.

A report from the Texas
Education Agency said ad-
ministrative costs in the Pas-
adena Independent School
District were 40 percent be-
low the state standard.

The 40,000-square-foot
two-story Parker Williams
Library at San Jacinto

College’s  South
opened.

Ten-year-old Wesley Mi-
chael Beaver died after a
courageous battle against
cancer. He had attended
Moore Elementary.

20 years ago (2000)

The last remnant of We-
ber Elementary, its concrete
foundation, was removed.
The final phase of Brio be-
gan. Activities included
removal of concrete slabs,
which were formerly home
foundations in the South-
bend subdivision located
adjacent to the north side of
the Brio site, and removal of
streets.

Harry Dao Jr. was named
Dobie’s valedictorian. Dao
had a 5.58 grade point av-
erage going into the second
semester.

South Belt resident Jen-
nie Nguyen, 7, of Scarsdale
died Sunday in a drowning
accident at Galveston.

15 years ago (2005)

A burglary and arrests
for outstanding warrants
and possession of narcotics
kept deputies from Precinct
2 Constable Gary Freeman’s
deputies busy.

Firefighters from For-
est Bend, Friendswood and
Southeast Volunteer Fire
Departments responded to
a house fire on Sagecountry.
A preliminary investigation
blamed a clothes dryer as
the probable cause of the
blaze.

Concerns over bones
brought to the Morris Fifth
Grade Center by two stu-
dents caused principal Su-
san Blalock to notify police.
The bones, found while the
students were fishing, were
found to be animal, not hu-
man.

The roadway extension
connecting Blackhawk to
Dixie Farm Road from
Scarsdale was ready. Re-
moval of several trees that
were blocking the view was
the last obstacle in opening
the roadway.

10 years ago (2010)

Lance Baxter Williams
was sentenced to roughly
2.5 years in state prison for
the 2006 murder of Beverly
Hills resident Erik Garcia.
The sentence came almost
four years to the day of the
fatal shooting. Williams, 23,
will also have to serve 10
years of probation as part of

campus

his punishment. He was ini-
tially given only 180 days of
jail time by the jury in the
case, but Judge Denise Col-
lins of the 208th Criminal
District Court handed down
an additional two years, the
maximum allowed her.

On the day of the killing,
Garcia, 16, was hanging out
with his 14-year-old cousin
in his backyard, which is
along a ditch in the 10500
block of Stover, when they
were  approached by
Williams and three other

teens, all of whom were
unidentified juveniles.
Words were reportedly

exchanged between the two
groups, and according to
Garcia’s cousin, Williams, a
former Dobie student, and
one of the other teens both
pulled out pistols. Williams
then proceeded to fire sever-
al rounds, striking Garcia
five times. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.
5 years ago (2015)

For the second time in
less than two weeks, the
South Belt community was
hit hard by storms, causing
extensive flooding in the
area. According to the Har-
ris County Flood Control
District, the A120 Beam-
er ditch at Hughes Road
received nearly 6 inches
(5.92) of rainfall in less than

12 hours late May 25, and
early May 26.
1 year ago (2019)

A state judge ruled
Wednesday, May 15, that
the city’s Proposition B was
unconstitutional and void in
its entirety. The measure,
approved by Houston vot-
ers the previous November,
required that the city’s fire-
fighters be paid the same as
their police counterparts.
The proposition had proven
to be controversial because
Houston Mayor Sylvester
Turner said its implemen-
tation would require hun-
dreds of municipal layoffs.
According to Turner, imple-
menting the firefighter raises
mandated by Proposition B
would cost the city approx-
imately $80 million a year.
The ruling was appealed by
the Houston Professional
Fire Fighters Association.

Nate Martin and Ash-
ley Witson were recently
named Mr. and Miss Lu-
theran South Academy at
the local private school’s se-
nior prom. The honor, simi-
lar to prom king and queen,
is voted on by students and
is given to the pair that best
embodies the spirit of the
area school. Martin is a bas-
ketball player at LSA, while
Witson participates in cheer
and dance.

PISD checks options

Continued from Page 1
other area school districts
and community members
when going forward.

“At this time, the Pasade-
na Independent School Dis-
trict is researching calendar
options that have been dis-
cussed by (TEA) Commis-
sioner (Mike) Morath,”

Powell said. “As our Pas-
adena ISD family knows, it

takes a great deal of time
to create our calendar each
year.

“Working closely with
surrounding  school  dis-
tricts, San Jacinto College
District, parents and our
staff, we will study all avail-
able options and take any
possible changes or recom-
mendations to our board if
warranted.”

The Right BRA,

A |

Largest selection of
wige én Tevas!
FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

The Right Form! by JODEE
Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After
Breast Surgery Needs.
Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

RAQUEL WELCH™

SIGNATURE COLLECTION
OF WIGS &

HAIR ADDITIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street
League City
281-332-6407

-

kpozmo

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Family is why

WE DO IT ALL.

needs. Call me today.

Ann Brannen, Agent

107 Landing Blvd

League City TX 77573-3461
Bus: 281-332-0568

STATE FARM

@

INSURANCE
&

Providing Insurance and Financial Setvices

statefarm.com®

State Farm Insurance Companies+ Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

We all feel the same commitment to care
for our families. As your good neighbor
agent, I can help you meet your insurance

ann.brannen.b4sq@statefarm.com

STATE FARM IS THERE.®

~
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Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

SERVICE

SOUTH BELT

A/C & HEATING INC.

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION 3| ( BONANZA [ sumMMER ||

www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com *

Vehnebeensame 71 3-944-5257 AlIR & HEAT CHECK-UP
Name & Phone 0. jality Work - Dependable 281-922-5665 TIME!

Number Since 1991

Free Estimates - References

Painting Interior

& Exterior Siding Al

Conversions - Patios — Fences  ones for you

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages 0

Concrete - Carpentry Work

wner: Myron Lewis
Please Check Us Out — We Are Here To Stay

I von wanta Someone You Can Trust « NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
Quality Job_ We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

we are the

- Floors

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems

Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$

Free Estimates on New Equipment

Amertcam Stoamdard.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

281-484-1818 4403 F.M.2351

TACLB26543E

www. Southbeltair.com

GET IT TODAY!

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding
Areas Since1979

L
LTS
I

Repair/Replacement

281-480-8898

TACLB002755C
*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

G TRANE

ELECTRIC

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS
+ Free Estimates
* Senior Citizen Disc.
+ No Service Charge
+ Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
+ Insured
« TECL#21246

281 484 8542 o2a
T

_— Weaoceplmcstmajv ced cards g}

Financing Available

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Garage Doors & Openers

713-784-4238

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Free estimates on new equipment.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Savarer haurron TACLB23730E

« Vinyl

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

10% off Repairs|i
iratreant

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

281-481-6308

Ik Flawd T Sieop A Teans’

Kevin Dalley °76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley 79 Dobie Grad

¢ Hardi Board
Siding

o JIMBERLINE 28' -48' 9683

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

(on jobs $2,500 & up)

h_--

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
I I N S - -

A & M PAINTING

* PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR «

REMODELING « SHEETROCK

* TAPE & FLOAT « DEMOLITION « HAULING * FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

J°" ™= == mm mm mm COUPON ™= mm mm == ==

| $ FOUNDATION REPAIR
200 or OR SEWER REPAIR

I
---J

713-643-7228

ISAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.}

=& Ruben Muroz - MPL 17449 £

= | &5
HH i
'y
PAR 5 ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION ELﬁ,Fol;';T s GREMlthE't.,NG
{844) PAR-FIVE ull Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR
* BATHS / KITCHENS » ROOM ADDITIONS
* PAINTING+ FLOORING ¢ SHEETROCK WORK
* SIDING * ROOFING « CONCRETE * FENCES
* GARAGE CONVERSION ¢ INTEGRITY
* COMMUNICATION * QUALITY

281-487-2234 RereRENCES - 30+ YRS. EXP.

South-Belt area owned and operated
Residential & Commercial Roofing
Complete Interior & Exterior Home Remodelmg

'!"Cerhfled

Fully Insured & Bonded— Always Free Estimates!

GOOD
HOUSEKEEPING
e >

844-727-3483 |: CARPENTER :
S % SHEETROCK * CARPENTRY REPAIRS §
/7N cmaricle@parSroof.com \‘. e % DOORS * PAINTING * FLOORS o
www.par5roof.com llgtﬁ . * ROTTEN WOOD * ROOFING .
—— e Gary Sallman 713-816-4099 .
ék é& ﬁ é& é& é& ék %& - After Hours Plumbing Service -
Commercial, Industrial & Residential
R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Sewer ¢ Water Heaters
Drains ¢ Leaks ¢ Water
Repairs ¢ Gas

Any Service

$50 OFF with coupon only :

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
e Genie ®Craftsman eLift Master ® Chamberlain

Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Espaiiol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

= 832-715-6441 =

GULF TEX REMODELING

Residential & Commercial + Insured
Kitchens ¢ Baths ¢ Plumbing ¢ Painting * Sheetrock ¢ Flooring
Patios » Concrete » Fences » Commercial Design & Build Out

Serving Houston for over 25 years

qu:dtlisgsff-" 832.891 '461 0

Free

Providing
environmentally B FOUNDATION REPAIR
riendly services |
with your | UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
children and pets’
safety in mind. Jimmie Sue Orth  Richard (Dick) Orth H 0 U S E L EV E LI N G
e Allied Foundations
=k 281-484- 6740 — 281-479-5247 a
Family Owned and Operated Since 1984 = FREE ESTIMATES BBB
4 A — -
JT Garage Door Systems
Free  Repair, Replace, Install C
P L U M B I N G Estimates ng 20tYeé;rflof Exp?’[ienlce Lift Master AdVE RTISE
ontact Jason iee. .
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber 28 1-99 1-7697 E‘ iN TI'I E
| CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS |
A-Rated on Angie’s List G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR LEAdER'
\ MIPL #18439 281 692 1 684 =y
U 281481-56%6
= J&M SERVICE CO. |
=|A Compleée Sel;\;% Company | =
= cnuce =Sl w I h l ;
ESpeciaIizing in Bath & Kitchen Remodelsg egfrr\gfgfjss{gﬁﬁrTegLnr{elc?;r?SI%Vr}ﬁeS . L00klng to
S % CERAMICTILE  * TUB & SHOWER = | provide you with service you can trust. improve your
= % WOOD FLOORS CONVERSIONS =
= :GRANITE * MEET ADA STANDARDS = MENTION THIS AD yard the easy
= % CULTURED MARBLE % SAFETY GRIP BARS = AND SAVE $10
= % PLUMBING * COMPLETE REMODELS = 281-650-4777 way. See our
E REFERENCE52A§)1PR-OZF3OF5ITI-S§RQ‘IC7E§N REQUEST % SAME DAY SERVICE A‘?J:;t;ilerrs
S . .
A/C & Appliance Repair Lawn
q 3 o Former Sear’s Technician & Garden!
Trlple M Plumblng o Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C) on vace 4
281-484-4777 713-505-7534 i
Cell 281-455-1175 HOME SERVICES
Melvin D. Glover III Fencing, Doors, House Pamtmg
_ & Handyman Services
Master License #5069 No Job too Small Justin 785-614-4945

visit us online at Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.southbeltleader.com

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

e All Tax Preparations
* Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

231-4381-4134

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts
Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

——
Estimates] L www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com ==

™HE AIR CONDITIONING Ano
APPLIANCE PEOPLE
713-291-4612 » 346-375-2091

Service & Installation
Residential & Commercial
4210 Young St., Pasadena, TX 77504

South Belt
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all your printing
needs

11555 Beamer 281-484-4337

YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

q Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection
\ of professional service people who advertise there.
You can compare and choose from among
them in the SERVICES columns and be ready
for anything shocking ahead!

/

The Classifieds — read them and use them;
They're there when you need them!

281-481-5656

Need Help
Finding Your
Dream Home?
Let the Leader
Classifieds
" Be Your
Guide!
281-481-5656




Congratulate the gra

ns¥Eelic
ons3k Felici.

R WeHrelSo Broud|ot You and Love You So Much!!!! o 3
S We'Will Miss You!! 'We e Canit.Wait o See You Cheer at
TE’XHS STHTE GO BOBCATS!!!

ﬁLove, Dad'liarla,Sergw,Soﬁa and Alexa'~

.
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Fot.(—kmm the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not
‘?o';zm ' you, plam to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11)

3 columns x 4 inches
Cost $192

Additional sizes available

Congratulate this year’s 2020 graduate
with a special ad in the
South Belt-Ellington Leader
Call 281-481-5656 for information

Congratulations, Chloé!

with lo

Sherri, Luis, [essica,
Rene and Rex:

2 columns x 4 inches

Photos used are actual former graduates featured in past years’ issues

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words
- $10 for 1 week » 3 Weeks - $27

Cost $132
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uate!

J. Frank Dobie

Congratulations

Aaron Giles
on your graduation
and Football
Scholarship to
Grand View
University (Iowa)

We love you & are
proud of youl
Mom, Dad, Cody, Kris-
ten, Bobby, Granddad
1 & all your aunts, uncles,
cousins & friends!
--60 VIKINGS! --

Class of 2012

[CongratulationstolGabriclloNSIoya
f"“\

Keep on learning, Gaby, though
your graduation’s done; your whole
life’s an education that has only
just begun.Your diploma is the
first big step, for knowledge is

the special key to winning what
you want in life and being who you
want to be. If you'll always be a
student, you'll find the secrets to
success and travel on the golden
road to peace and happiness.

MelioyeyouPad§liisa¥AlyssaiMarcusifrI&IAndrewy

2 columns
x 3 inches
Cost $99

2 columns

x 2 inches
Cost $66

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words
- $10 for 1 week » 3 Weeks - $27

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR.

HELP WANTED

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs
and LVNs. If you want to work in a
dynamic and fulfilling team
environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

We offer competitive pay rates
and benefits.

Please stop by and complete an
application at 5020 Space Center
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800

Turn those unwanted items
in your garage and closets
into cash. Bring ads into the
Leader office by Tuesday
or use the mail slot by the
front door.

[ 1555 Beamer 281-481-5656

LAWN & GARDEN

I\DRIANS 2

n 3-501 -01 84

LICENSED, INSURED,
AFFORDABLE
* FREE ESTIMATES *

Professional Trimming,
Shaping, Removal

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal « Tree Topping ¢ Trimming
+ Thinning Out « Elevating * Stump Grinding
* Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 832'660'3622 We will work with you

South Belt Area. Free
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal
with a Technician, Not a
Salesman. Call Harry
713-991-1355. 6-18
SERVICES
ATTENTION! SOUTH-
EAST HOUSTON Busi-
ness owners: looking for
help with sales and ser-
vice? Experienced in
new business develop-
ment and retention of
existing. Call Tim. 713-
594-2747. 6/4
PRESSURE WASHING!
Free Estimates. Call
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 5-28

Support
Leader

Advertisers

RVM  PAINTING &
REMODELING. Painting
interior/exterior, wood
fences, pressure wash-
ing, clean gutters and
wash windows. Com-
mercial/Residential. Free
Estimates. 832-406-0183
www.rvmpainting.com
5-28
Houses, driveways, side-
walks, boats, etc.
PRESSURE WASHING.
All your exterior cleaning
needs. Free estimates.
Call 832-425-9404. 5-28

AdveRrTise
iN The
Leader!
281-481-26%6

Looking to sell or lease
your home?

Let us help you!

Place an ad in the
South Belt Leader's
Real Estate section!

11555 Beamer
231-481-5656

rl\}‘,.t'm

11555 Beamer

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?
Let us help you!

Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader’s weekly
HELP WANTED section!

281-481-5656

CALENDAR

Due to the current public health situation, it is advisable
to verify if meetings are still being held prior to attending.
Since Gov. Greg Abbott has initiated Strike Force for the
reopening of Texas some groups have resumed their
meetings.
For Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the area, visit
https://aahouston.org/meetings.
THURSDAY, MAY 21

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

7:30 a.m.

Rotary Club of Pearland — Meets Thursdays at 7:30 a.m.
online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81372891968.
Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. Details are on Pearland Chamber
of Commerce website under the calendar.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/. For more information, call 713-686-
6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Women’s Group, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For information, call
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

FRIDAY, MAY 22

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon,meets online. Visit the site https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/. For information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom —Due to the current health
situation, all in-person synagogue events are canceled. The
synagogue is closed until further notice. All services will be
performed online. Join the Friday night service at 7 p.m. or
the Saturday Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. service on a computer,
tablet or smartphone by using the GoToMeeting app and ac-
cessing the link https://www.gotomeet.me/cshonline  with
the access code 471-821-285. For those who don’t have a
computer, services may be accessed by calling (+1)-571-
317-3122. For members who wish to download a copy of the
prayer book for the online service, visit https://www.shaarha
shalom.org/prayer-book-for-online-service.html.

7 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA, open
meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For additional informa-
tion, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group — no meeting at CrossRoads
UMC Fridays, 8 p.m, until the church reopens. Family mem-
bers and friends of problem drinkers/addicts learn Al-Anon
principles and discover choices available. For details, call
281-484-9243 or visit http://www.houstonalanon.org/meet
ings.html.
SATURDAY, MAY 23
7:30 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom —Due to the current health
situation, all in-person synagogue events are canceled. The
synagogue is closed until further notice. All services will be
performed online. Join the Friday night service at 7 p.m. or
the Saturday Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. service on a computer,
tablet or smartphone by using the GoToMeeting app and ac-
cessing the link https://www.gotomeet.me/cshonline  with
the access code 471-821-285. For those who don’t have a
computer, services may be accessed by calling (+1)-571-
317-3122. For members who wish to download a copy of the
prayer book for the online service, visit https://www.shaarha
shalom.org/prayer-book-for-online-service.html.
8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — no meeting at CrossRoads UMC
until church reopens10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call
281-484-9243 or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
SUNDAY, MAY 24
5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery — A faith-based 12-Step Program.
Currently the group is not meeting in-person, but will resume
meetings when Life Church campus opens up. For more infor-
mation, call 713-419-2635.
MEMORIAL DAY
MONDAY, MAY 25
7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park — Mondays, 10 - 11 a.m. Although there
are no in-person meetings, visit http://www.houstona
lanon.org/meetings.html for an electronic meeting or call 409-
454-5720 for details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/. For information, call 713-686-6300.
6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters — The Young Professionals Southeast
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! Meeting is
Mondays, 6:30 — 7:30 p.m., at the website, https://youngpro
fessionalstoastmasters.com/.Young Professionals SE
Toastmasters Club is committed to its member’s safety during
this National Emergency and will conduct virtual meetings
every Monday (except holidays), effective 3/16/2020, to
ensure its members continue their journey to becoming confi-
dent communicators and leaders. To attend the virtual meet-
ing, select the “contact us” button on the home page menu at
www.youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com to obtain access
to the virtual platform. For information, call Karen Nunn at
832-722-9061 or Carolyn Carmichael at 832-372-3565.
7 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) — #0683 Friendswood
chapter currently is not meeting at the Friendswood Methodist
Church, 110 N Friendswood Dr. For information, call Lynette
Ringrose 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau at 713-875-8820.
7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step
Recovery, open meeting will resume when church opens,
11011 Hall Rd. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or Rita
at 281-309-2801.
7:30 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom - Israeli Folk Dancing re-
sumes when the ministry opens to the public. Dance is orig-
inally scheduled on Monday, 7:30 — 9:30 p.m., 16020 EIl
Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or $35/10 sessions for CSH
members and $5/session or $45/10 sessions for nonmem-
bers. Everyone is welcome. For information, contact 281-488-
5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.
TUESDAY, MAY 26
7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/. For information, call 713-686-6300.
7 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/. For information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vigilance Group of NA, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention — Call 281-286-
2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic vio-
lence/sexual abuse support group for women. Visit www.
bayareaturningpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — meeting at CrossRoads UMC 8
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243 or
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

THURSDAY, MAY 28

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

7:30 a.m.

Rotary Club of Pearland — Meets Thursdays at 7:30 a.m.
online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81372891968.
Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. Details are on Pearland Chamber
of Commerce website, calendar tab.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/. For additional information, call 713-
686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Women’s Group, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

7 p.m. (Meeting canceled)

Kirkwood Civic Association — There will be no meeting for
May. The next meeting will be the last Thursday in June. For
details call Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.
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Hunton cooks for 2000+ health care workers

Members of Hunton Services provided cooked meals
for more than 2,000 health care workers at three local
hospitals last week including HCA Houston Healthcare
Clear Lake. Shown working at the Clear Lake event
are, left to right, Kris Hardin, president and general
manager, Hunton Services; Cesar Ortega, HPD Clear

Lake officer; Mike Uresti, director of facility manage-
ment, HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake; Richard
Hunton Jr., president and CEO, Hunton Group; Al-
bert Mireles, VP of human resources, Hunton Group;
and Vic Hernandez, field supervisor, Hunton Services.

Photo by Marie Flickinger

Close call for area resident

|'/‘

A resident of the apartment complex on Beamer near
Hall Road had a close call last Saturday morning. The
resident hit a patch of water while turning south on
Beamer from the intersection of Hall and Beamer.
When he did so, he lost control of his vehicle running

it through the guardrail near that intersection. At the
time he was alone in the vehicle and was not injured.
He was reportedly on his way to get a new tire. The
Leader thanks Ellie Flickinger for this news tip.

Photo by Marie Flickinger

Education leaders
in BAHEP discussion

Continued from Page 1
going well for us, but it’s just
not the same here in Pasadena
ISD without our kiddos.”
Clear Creek ISD

Clear Creek ISD’s Smith
echoed this sentiment, but add-
ed that his district, which in-
cludes 42,000 students, might
use the experience to possi-
bly expand its online teaching
tools in the future.

“We have the opportunity
to re-imagine education dif-
ferently,” Smith said. “Perhaps
it will be more of a hybrid ap-
proach.

“The challenge is to make
it better over time. I'm excit-
ed about the opportunities,
but there’s nothing like having
your boys and girls in a class-
room being taught by a kind,
caring, loving, compassionate
teacher.”

San Jacinto College

San  Jacinto  College’s
Hellyer emphasized that her
academic students, which
number approximately 32,000,
will largely complete courses
on time.

“It’s our technical courses
that have been really moved
around as to when they will
finish,” Hellyer said. “Our plan
is to have all of the technical
courses completed by the end
of June. It’s been a struggle.
About 35 percent of our en-
rollment of 30,000 students is
technical.”

Panelists answer questions
Pasadena ISD

When asked how instruc-
tion has changed in Pasade-
na ISD, Powell responded,
“We have a large personalized
learning program with about
10,000 kids enrolled, and they
honestly didn’t miss a beat. We
monitor that, and about 96 per-
cent of those kids are online
daily being successful in the
platform that they’re used to.

“We have 43,000 other
students who didn’t have that
format of day-in day-out in-
struction. Thinking had to
change as to how we interact
with students and how we do
assignments and how we re-
ceive those assignments back.
We got over 900 devices out to
homes that didn’t have internet
connectivity.

“Our board has been super
supportive by buying addition-
al devices and approving emer-
gency purchases of items that
we need to stay safe and keep
working. Our Education Foun-
dation has helped out in a big
way.

“The school year ends on
May 28. We plan to extend in-
struction into the summer for

students who didn’t complete
their coursework successfully.
We are going to hold them ac-
countable by supporting them
and by supporting their parents
to make sure we don’t leave
huge gaps in their learning.”
Clear Creek ISD

When asked about the fi-
nancial impact of sales-tax col-
lection and oil revenues being
down, Smith responded, “The
greatest thing to remember is
that as human beings, we are
the most adaptive species on
earth. I think financially we all
have to work strategically. We
should not ask for anything in
this budget that we can’t sus-
tain past this session. I believe
cuts are on the way. We're
going to have to restrain and
show discipline in areas that
have just gotten back to some
sense of normalcy from 2011.
We’re going to have to repri-
oritize once again and strategi-
cally either abandon things or
repurpose staff members in or-
der to make sure that kids have
what they need.

“Financially it’s a difficult
picture. We have work to do.
We need to look at those op-
tions to ensure that we’re able
to sustain past this next legis-
lative session, even if it means
tapping into the state’s rainy
day fund as well as our own
funding balances.

“It’s tough to socially dis-
tance kids, especially when
you have 1,000 kids in an ele-
mentary school and 3,000 kids
in a high school, unless you’re
willing to take a look at doing
some split schedules — some in
the morning, some in the af-
ternoon, some in the evening.
All of these are on the table,
because I don’t believe that
distance learning long term is
the best way for our students to
learn. We know that it creates a
bigger gap in those who need
direct teaching and learning.

“Everybody wants to play
football. Everybody wants the
pep rally. Everybody wants
the prom, but we have to make
sure that everybody is safe and
healthy.”

San Jacinto College

When asked if whether
colleges will be fully up and
running by the fall semester or
not, Hellyer responded, “San
Jac is reassessing for the fall.
All of the community colleges
are designing their plans for
the fall around modified face-
to-face, taking into consider-
ation social distancing. We’ve
had small class sizes. We’ve
been proud of that, but that’s
going to change to even small-
er classes. We’ve learned a lot

of things during this process.
Maybe we need to do things
differently?

“We’re also building our
modeling similar to what we
had this spring. We start face-
to-face and then we have to
move online. I think we’re all
anxious to see what happens
through this transition of re-
starting business and how that
impacts us. Is there a likeli-
hood that we might not be back
at all in the fall face-to-face?

“We're looking at a lot of
different scenarios. I think
we're in such a critical stage
right now of what happens over
this next month. As Ira said,
we're in a critical funding year.
Our funding for higher educa-
tion comes out of contact hours
and enrollment. I don’t see en-
rollment being what it was be-
fore. In a recession, community
colleges normally grow in en-
rollment. We’ve never had this
kind of recession — potentially
depression. I think a lot of the
jobs are going to change also.
What do we really need to be
offering? “We’ve been working
with the lieutenant governor
and some of our senators. Sen.
Larry Taylor has been a huge
supporter of helping us look at
some potential items we need
to be addressing in the legisla-
ture.

“T wish I could say that ev-
erything is going to be back
to what it was. There are a lot
of challenges including end of
course testing and dual credit
students. Changes have been
made to allow some flexibil-
ity. I just worry about what
happens after the fall. Students
in our ISDs have had a lot of
changes in their lives. There
are a lot of conversations that
need to keep happening no
matter what the fall semester
looks like.”

Mitchell makes
final statement

Longtime South Belt res-
ident and BAHEP President
Bob Mitchell closed the meet-
ing by stating, “T've said for
many, many years as long as
I've been associated with this
job that the strength of this
community is our educational
system. As I sat here listening
to everyone on the panel, I feel
even more deeply that you all
are the strength of this com-
munity, and I am so proud and
honored to be associated with
every one of you.”

For those interested in
viewing the entire panel dis-
cussion, it has been posted on
YouTube at https://www.you
tube.com/watch?v=0EPId
ImmEVQ.

Sagemont church welcomes Carters

Continued from Page 1
services via livestreaming due
to COVID-19 recommenda-
tions. After Carter preached,
church members were giv-
en an opportunity to respond
by voting online, by call-in
vote, or in a drive-thru voting
process. Because of the pan-
demic, most members of the
church have only seen and
heard Carter through online
videos, but they have respond-
ed very positively and are ex-
cited about Sagemont’s future
with Carter as pastor. The
church hosted a drive-by pa-
rade on campus Sunday eve-
ning for members to welcome
their new pastor after the vot-
ing results were announced.

Carter and his family were
presented to the church by
the specially-appointed Pas-
tor Search Team led by Dr.
Denny Autrey, former Dean
of Houston’s J. Dalton Ha-
vard campus of Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary.
The team consisted of twelve
members from diverse back-
grounds and areas of the
church.

Carter and Autrey share a
story in which the search team
began to pray on September 8,
2019, that God would lead the
team to the right man and that
he would also begin prepar-
ing that man for Sagemont. It
was that very day that Carter
testifies that he and his wife,
Jennifer, began to sense God
preparing them for a new as-
signment. The search team and
Carter connected months later.

In the church’s May 10
worship services, Dr. O.S.
Hawkins, president and CEO
of Guidestone Financial Re-
sources; and Gregg Matte, se-
nior pastor of Houston’s First
Baptist Church, sent video
greetings and encouragement
to the church.

In the worship services on
May 17, Dr. J.D. Greear, pres-
ident of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and Morgan,
founding pastor of Sagemont
Church, also sent words of
affirmation to the church via
video.

A special surprise moment
in Sunday’s service occurred
when Christian artist Al Den-
son, who spent his childhood
and teenage years at Sagemont
Church, sang his song, “Will
You Be the One?” It is be-
lieved that God had used Den-
son’s song on the radio when

he called Carter into ministry
in 1994. It was a connection
with Sagemont Church that
Carter only realized during re-
cent discussions with church
leadership.

In his 18-year ministry at
The Austin Stone Church,
Carter ministered to thou-
sands of University of Texas
students and young profes-
sionals in the Austin area. He
is looking forward to making
Sagemont a place for all ages
to worship and be discipled.
Younger generations in par-
ticular will be a focus in the
years to come. The church
is already in the process of
building a 45,000-square-foot
building for junior high, high
school and college students.

Carter intends to continue
Sagemont’s legacy of being
a debt-free church and to in-

crease mission efforts even
beyond what has been done
in the past. As pastor of The
Austin Stone Church, he has
sent over 270 full-time mis-
sionaries around the world in
the church’s 18 years. He is
motivated to reach the Hous-
ton area, the fourth largest city
in America, through his new
opportunity at Sagemont.
Carter is in demand as
a guest speaker and teach-
er around the world. He has
guest-taught at Southeastern
Baptist Theological ~Semi-
nary and the Africa New Life
Seminary in Rwanda. He has
been featured at many confer-
ences, including Catalyst, Ex-
ponential, Southern Baptists
of Texas Convention, and the
Southern Baptist Convention
Pastor’s Conference. He is the
co-founder of the For the City

network, a nonprofit organi-
zation that helps to connect
like-minded, Christ-centered
nonprofits for greater impact.

An author, Carter has
written or co-written several
books, including “A Church
for the City,” “The Real Win,”
“Steal Away Home,” “The
Long Walk Home: Discover-
ing the Fullness of Life in the
Love of the Father” and “The
Gospel of John: Christ-Cen-
tered Commentary Series.”
Carter’s Bible studies include
“The Real Win: Bible Study
for Men,” “Creation Unrav-
eled: The Gospel According
to Genesis,” “Creation Re-
stored: The Gospel According
to Genesis” and “The Prodigal
Son: Discovering the Fullness
of Life in the Love of the Fa-
ther.”

As he preached on a pas-

sage in 1 Chronicles 11, Car-
ter told the church Sunday, “In
the years to come, I want us to
be a church that is full of lion
chasers. Because Sagemont
was founded by an actual lion
chaser, this church has in its
very DNA the foundation to
be a lion-chasing church. In
the next few years that we have
together on this planet, we’re
going to be a church that fac-
es and walks towards, and even
runs towards, and wades into
the challenges that we face as
a church to lift high the name
of Jesus Christ in this city and
around the world.”

Sagemont Church has had
a rich history over the past 54
years. The church welcomes
Carter and his family and is
anticipating an incredible fu-
ture as the next chapter of the
church’s story begins.

Sagemont Church members in more than 350 vehicles
participated in a car parade held Sunday, May 17,
to welcome Dr. Matt Carter as pastor and his wife
Jennifer. Shown enjoying the festivities were, left to

Congregatwn uses parade to welcome pastor

right, Roy Guel; former Sagemont pastor John Mor-
gan and wife Kathie Morgan; Dr. Matt Carter and
Jennifer Carter; and Chuck and Maureen Schneider.

Photo by Jason Ryan

COVID prayer time set by South Belt Church

South Belt Church will post five prayer stations May 23 and
24 in the church parking lot. The church invites the South Belt
community to drive through at 13100 Beamer Road and pray
for different groups in the South Belt community affected by
COVID-19. This sign reads, “Please pray for our brave first re-

Trying to keep groceries dry
i

Heavy rain kept customers waiting outside a long time at the Kroger grocery store
on the beltway feeder Friday around 3 p.m. Residents in the South Belt area saw
rain that caused shoppers to back up their cars near the entrance of Kroger in
an effort to stay dry. Sam Kannapper, South Belt resident since 1974, submitted
this photo.

sponders and medical profession-
als who are on the frontline of the

COVID-19 response.”
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Abandoned house secured

Continued from Page 1
owner, but she lived out of the
area and said the house was
the responsibility of the tenant
because it was a lease-to-own
property. The tenants, however,
had stopped paying rent sever-
al months prior and had aban-
doned the home.

Barbour then reached out to
city officials to see if the resi-
dence could be boarded up, as
they had done in the past with
similar homes in the area. The
city agreed to help, but when
crews were dispatched to the
home, they were met by the
homeowner, who was already
on site with her own contractor
to secure the house.

The home has now been le-
gally returned to the original

Dobie graduate parade a great success

Continued from Page 1
to collect their caps and gowns.
Originally set to last from
5 to 7 p.m., the parade lasted
until 7:40 p.m., Moses said.
Some graduates went through
the route more than once.
While the event was orig-
inally designed to just be a
one-off event to benefit 2020

graduates who didn’t get to
experience a traditional senior
year due to the coronavirus,
Moses said school officials
may continue doing the parade
in future years. “It was a huge
hit among the educators,” Mo-
ses said. “T’ve had a lot of them
reach out to me about maybe
doing it again.” The principal

said the parade was an emo-
tional experience for many.
“A lot of the mamas had tears
in their eyes,” Moses said. “It
was very emotional at the end.”
Moses is grateful for everyone
who helped make the unique
event a success.

“T’d like to thank the faculty
and staff from all the schools,”

Education leaders on COVID

Continued from Page 1
relates to the 2020-2021 school
year,” the statement read. “The
district will be prepared to
continue educating all stu-
dents virtually through dis-
tance learning, if necessary.
Additionally, if COVID-19
conditions allow and guidance
from local, state and feder-
al health officials is provided,
the district will be prepared
to welcome students back to
campuses or operate in a hy-
brid model, with both distance
and in-person learning occur-
ring simultaneously.”

PISD Superintendent Dr.
DeeAnn Powell said her
school district is also weighing
different options but is hopeful
that in-person instruction can
resume in the fall. “The dis-
trict is monitoring all guidance
from the CDC and local health
department regarding the safe
return to school,” Powell said.
“It is always our preference to
have our students with us on
campus, so we are planning
for face-to-face instruction
with safety protocols in place
to protect students and staff.
Once we have all our safety
practices outlined, we will sur-
vey our parents related to their
intentions of sending their chil-
dren back to school. We know

we must plan for a variety of
scenarios based on guidance
we receive from state and local
officials, which might possibly
include distance and blend-
ed learning options. We will
continue to update parents and
our community regarding our
planning.”

Alllocal plans will hinge on
guidelines established by Tex-
as Gov. Greg Abbott.

The Texas Education Agen-

cy recently recommended that g

school districts consider ex-
tending the 2020-2021 aca-
demic year by either moving to
a year-long model, adding 30
days to a traditional calendar
or spreading the school year
out with intermittent breaks.

Recommendations call for
staggered in-person attendance
and an increase in remote
learning. See related story
Page 1.
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Moses said. “It had a huge im-
pact. I'd also like to thank the
families. Everybody pulled to-
gether. It was an opportunity
for everyone to come together.
It did us all good. I kept hear-
ing it was ‘food for the soul,
and I’d agree with that.”

Moses said a seniors’ picnic
is also being planned to take
place this summer following
graduation practice to honor
this year’s graduates.

owner.

The robbery suspects are
described merely as three
black males. Anyone with any

information on this case is
urged to contact the Houston
Police Department Robbery
Division at 713-308-0700.

Bullelen

11700 Beamer Rd.
Houston, TX 77089

NOW OPEN - Covid-19
Precautions in Place

Call the Office for your
appointment”
Specializing in Personal
Injury Cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

(281) 481-1623

www.burleighchiro.com

Zaf L
Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance
Sales Agent

Confused about Medicare?

FREE NO Obligation
Consultations

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976 « email cdb63@att.net

(Who isn’t!)
INSURANCE

ALL AGES AGENCY

LAW OFFICE CLOSING
The Law Office of

Milt Walker

will close on
May 29, 2020

Clients having legal matters handled by Milt
Walker are urged to CALL 281-481-0909
to make arrangements to retrieve your file.
You may leave a message.

If you have any questions, please contact
Mary Walker at 281-481-0909.
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