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SJC named top-10 school in nation, again
 The Aspen Institute for Community College 
Excellence has once again named San Jacinto 
College as one of 10 fi nalists for the prestigious 
2019 Aspen Prize for Community College Ex-
cellence, the nation’s preeminent recognition of 
high achievement and performance in America’s 
community colleges 
 San Jacinto now enters the fi nal stage of the 
competition for $1 million in prize funds, which 
will be awarded in March 2019 in Washington, 
D.C., to the winner and up to four fi nalists with 
distinction.
 “We are honored to once again be named an 
Aspen Institute Top 10 fi nalist,” said Dr. Bren-

da Hellyer, San Jacinto College chancellor. “The 
work that we do every day at San Jacinto College 
to help our students complete their higher educa-
tion credential is critically important to our re-
gion. Our faculty, staff and administrators work 
tirelessly to help our students achieve their goals. 
I want to thank the Aspen Institute for recogniz-
ing San Jacinto College as one of the top 10 com-
munity colleges in the nation for 2019.”
 Awarded every two years since 2011 by the 
Aspen Institute, a Washington, D.C.-based ed-
ucational and policy studies organization, the 
Prize recognizes institutions that achieve high 
student outcomes, and improve those outcomes. 

San Jacinto College is one of 10 fi nalists from 
an original pool of more than 1,100 public com-
munity colleges nationwide. Focused solely on 
student access and success, the Aspen Prize rec-
ognizes community colleges with exceptional 
achievements in four areas:
 • Student learning;
 • Certifi cate and degree completion while in 
community college and after transferring to a 

four-year institution;
 • Employment and earnings rates after gradu-
ation; and 
 • Access for and success of minority and 
low-income students
 “Since winning the Rising Star award in 2017, 
San Jacinto College has kept getting better,” said 
Joshua Wyner, executive director of the Aspen In-

Continued on Page 6A

Sageglen to meet May 21
 The Sageglen Community Association will 
hold its next homeowner meeting on Monday, 
May 21, at the Sageglen Community Building, 
located at 11610 Sageyork, at 7 p.m. Refresh-
ments will be served.

South Belt pre-K to sign up
 
 South Belt Elementary, located at 1801 Riv-
erstone  Ranch Road, will host its kindergarten 
and pre-K roundup on Tuesday, May 22, at 6 
p.m. For additional information, call 713-740-
5276.

Gulf Freeway closures set 
 
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from FM-518 to FM-517 in League 
City will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Saturday, May 26. Alternate entrance 
and exit ramps will be closed.
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to 
SH 96/League City Parkway will be closed dai-
ly from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. through Monday, Dec. 31. Alternate 
entrance and exit ramps will be closed.
 The northbound frontage road of the I-45 
Freeway from FM 518 to NASA Bypass/NASA 
Road 1 will be continuously closed through 5 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 31. Traffi c traveling north 
on the frontage road will take I-45 north main 
lanes from the FM 518 entrance to the NASA 
Road 1 exit.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Beltway closures planned
 
 Both the eastbound and westbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Beamer Road will be 
closed continuously through 9 p.m. Friday, 
June 2. 
 Both the eastbound and westbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Pearland Parkway will 
be closed continuously from 7 a.m. Tuesday, 
May 15, to 3 p.m. Friday, May 18. 
 At least one inside lane on the westbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road at Highway 288 will 
be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Monday, June 18.
 At least one inside lane on the westbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road from Mykawa to South 
Wayside will be closed continuously through 3 
p.m. Monday, June 4.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from Beamer 
to Highway 288 from two to four lanes in each 
direction.

PISD holds fund meetings
 
 The Pasadena Independent School District 
will hold a pair of informational meetings, 
Monday, June 4, to seek public comments on 
the needs and usage of Title I, II, III and IDEA 
B federal funds.
 The meetings are scheduled for 9 a.m. and 
5:30 p.m. in the Special Programs Offi ce at the 
Pasadena ISD Administration Building, locat-
ed at 1515 Cherrybrook Lane, Room SP104, in 
Pasadena.
 The purpose of the meetings is to discuss 
how the district uses these funds to provide 
supplemental support in improving its special 
programs.
 For more information, contact the Special 
Programs Offi ce at 713-740-0225.

CCISD to honor teachers
 
 The Clear Creek Independent School Dis-
trict will honor its top teachers at a luncheon 
Monday, May 21, at the South Shore Harbour 
Resort and Conference Center, located at 2500 
South Shore Blvd. in League City.
 Sponsored by the Rotary Clubs of Space 
Center, League City and Seabrook, the Shining 
Stars of Clear Creek ISD event will begin at 
11:30 a.m.
 In addition to recognizing the CCISD teach-
ers of the year, two teachers will be surprised 
with the honor of being the Rotary teachers of 
the year.
 Tickets are $32 and can be purchased 
through the CCISD Offi ce of Communications. 
Tickets will not be available at the door. For ad-
ditional information, call 281-284-0030 or visit 
ccisd.net.

E. Beltway delays expected 
 
 Multiple closures (too many to list) are 
planned for Beltway 8 East in the Pasadena 
area, as part of the Harris County Toll Road Au-
thority’s project to widen the tollway from two 
to four lanes in each direction from the Gulf 
Freeway to Highway 225.
 The project is in addition to two other sep-
arate projects that will widen Beltway 8 from 
Beamer Road to Wayside Drive and from Way-
side Drive to Highway 288. See related sidebar 
entry on this page.
 Construction on Beltway 8 east of the Gulf 
Freeway is expected to continue through 2022.
 For a complete list of closures associated 
with the project, visit http://traffi c.houstontran
star.org/construction.

CCISD’s Shannon retires after 42 years
 On May 31, Weber Elementary teacher Mick-
ey Shannon will erase the chalkboard in his 
classroom for the last time, as he is retiring after 
42 years of service to the students of the Clear 
Creek Independent School District.
 Shannon began his career at Clear Lake City 
Elementary in 1976, where he taught third grade. 
His fi rst day on duty started with one parent stay-
ing much longer than any of the others. When 
questioned by Shannon, she said she was wait-
ing for his mother to return. The parent thought 
Shannon was just fi lling in until the real teacher 
arrived.
 Shannon taught at the elementary level for 30 

years, working at seven different CCISD schools. 
 The last nine years of his career were spent 
teaching the Gifted and Talented students at We-
ber Elementary. He taught at the intermediate 
level for 12 years, serving at two CCISD cam-
puses. While at the intermediate school, Shan-
non created the SAGE, or as it is now called, the 
OMEGA program. This program allows students 
in grades six through eight to choose a more rig-
orous course of study. 
 Shannon has also been instrumental in coor-
dinating the fi fth-grade trip to Washington, D.C., 
each spring break for the last 35 years. He will
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Sagemont to honor fallen soldiers
 Beginning Saturday, May 26, and continuing 
through Friday, June 1, the grounds of Sagemont 
Church will become a memorial garden with 
38,000 fl ags to remember fallen Texas soldiers 
from every battle from the Republic of Texas in 
1836 to the present.
 Sagemont Church invites the Greater Hous-
ton community to come and join this remem-
brance of service members who sacrifi ced their 
lives in battle. With the theme, “Every Flag Has 
a Name,” each of the 38,000 fl ags represents a 
fallen Texas soldier, and the fl ags will be laid 

out with precision similar to that of our national 
cemeteries. The fl ag memorial will be arranged 
around the church’s 170-foot tall cross. Guests 
are encouraged to personalize the experience by 
leaving names of fallen loved ones on a memori-
al wall located on the church property. 
 On Monday, May 28, at 9 a.m. outside the 
church’s main entrance near its empty tomb, a 
Memorial Day service will be led by former U.S. 
Army Chaplain Grant Rothberg. At that service, 
the names of Houstonians who have died since 

Continued on Page 4A

Wincher
crowned

Miss
Houston

Lesha Wincher was crowned 
Miss Houston USA 2018 on 
March 31. Wincher was born 
and raised in the South Belt 
area. She attended Meador Ele-
mentary and Weber Elementary. 
Wincher also went to Westbrook 
Intermediate and Clear Brook 
High School, where she gradu-
ated in 2012. She was a Hous-
ton Texans cheerleader for four 
years. Wincher attended the 
University of Houston, where 
she graduate in May 2017 with a 
bachelor’s degree. Wincher cur-
rently attends Houston Baptist 
University, where she is pursu-
ing a master’s degree. Wincher 
will be representing Houston in 
the Miss Texas Pageant in Sep-
tember. Wincher is the daughter 
of Lee and Jean Wincher.

Abbott to attend chamber banquet
Event to recognize Harvey heroes

 Texas Gov. Greg Abbott will attend the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
banquet on Thursday, July 19, at a location to be 
determined.
 Now in its 34th year, the event’s theme is A 
Salute to the Heroes of Harvey.
 Abbott will join the chamber in honoring local 
heroes from the historic storm.
 While it would be impossible to recognize ev-
eryone’s efforts, the chamber intends to select a 
group of honorees that it feels is representative 

of the entire South Belt community’s response to 
Harvey.
 “Everyone has their own hero, and everyone 
has their own story,” said Leader publisher and 
outgoing chamber president Marie Flickinger. 
“We can’t honor them all. There would be hun-
dreds.”
 The 2018 chamber president and board mem-
bers will also be offi cially sworn into offi ce at 
the event. See future editions of the Leader for 
more information.

Burglary suspect becomes unresponsive
 The Houston Police Department is investigat-
ing an incident in which a male suspect became 
unresponsive in the 11900 block of Pompton in 
the Scarsdale subdivision about 9:15 p.m. on 
Monday, May 7.
 The male, 38, was transported to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast Hospital in critical condi-
tion.
 According to police, patrol offi cers responded 
to a burglary of a motor vehicle call at the above 
address, where the male suspect was behaving 
erratically and destroying property in the neigh-
borhood. Offi cers arrived and found the suspect 
being detained by residents outside a house.

 As offi cers took the male into custody, he be-
came combative and began kicking on the back 
seat and partition of the patrol vehicle. Offi cers 
placed the suspect in leg restraints, and he suf-
fered a medical episode.
 Paramedics from the Houston Fire Depart-
ment responded to the scene and transported the 
suspect to the hospital, where he was found to 
have narcotics in his system.
 As is customary in incidents when a suspect 
becomes unresponsive in the presence of HPD 
personnel, this case is being investigated by the 
HPD Special Investigations Unit and the Internal 
Affairs Division.

Mayor announces proposed ’19 budget
 Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner recently an-
nounced details of his proposed Fiscal Year 2019 
budget that closes a $114 million gap, avoids 
layoffs, prioritizes public safety and maintains a 
healthy fund balance.
 The proposed $2.48 billion General Fund 
budget is an increase of $83 million or 3.5 per-
cent from the FY2018 budget. Public safety rep-
resents approximately 57 percent of the budget, 
and the remaining General Fund dollars are al-

located to other essential city services such as 
parks, libraries, health and trash removal.
 “It is important for the people of Houston to 
understand how their tax money is invested in 
keeping our city strong and providing essential 
services,” Mayor Turner said. “I feel very good 
about this budget we’re putting forth.”
 Details on closing the $114 million gap:
 • $15.8 million from the special revenue funds

Continued on Page 4A

Clear Horizons holds graduation
Students graduate with dual diplomas

By James Bolen
 A dual-diploma graduation ceremony for 
 Clear Horizons Early College High School was 
held Friday, May 11, honoring students who 
earned both a high school diploma and an asso-
ciate degree.
 A joint project between the Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District and San Jacinto College, 
Clear Horizons allows eligible students to take 
high school and college courses simultaneously. 
Located at San Jacinto College’s South campus, 
the school opened the fall term of the 2007-2008 
school year.
 College credits earned through the program 
can be transferred to most major Texas univer-
sities, including the University of Texas, Texas 

A&M University and the University of Houston. 
The program is offered at no cost to students, al-
lowing them to save a signifi cant amount of mon-
ey on college tuition. For several students in the 
program, it marks the fi rst time anyone in their 
family has attended college.
 “The partnership of Clear Creek ISD and San 
Jacinto College allowed for many of our high 
school students to challenge ourselves and reach 
our true potential,” Clear Horizons valedictorian 
Natalie Cha said in her address at the commence-
ment ceremony. “Through our four years at Clear 
Horizons and San Jacinto, we were given the op-
portunity to achieve our high school diploma and 
associate degree at the same time. This gives us

 Continued on Page 6A

Police respond to mental health calls
 Local police responded to two separate inci-
dents this past week that allegedly involved peo-
ple with mental impairments.
 On Friday, May 11, deputies from the Harris 
County Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce responded 
to a domestic disturbance call around 10:30 a.m. 
in the Highland Meadow subdivision, where 
a man was reportedly threatening his mother. 
While the male, who was said to be acting er-
ratically, refused to allow the deputies inside 
the house, his mother agreed to let them enter 
through the home’s rear door.
 During their investigation, deputies discov-
ered the man had a warrant out of Houston from 
two days prior for impersonating a police offi cer 
at Beverly Hills Park on Kingspoint.
 In that incident, the male had alarmed parents 
at the park by interacting with their children. 
When the parents intervened to question his mo-

tives, the man claimed to be a police offi cer and 
threatened to arrest the adults.
 The Houston Police Department was able to 
subsequently identify the suspect, and an arrest 
warrant was issued.
 Precinct 2 deputies arrested the man, who was 
then taken to jail, where he was forced to under-
go a psychological evaluation.
 On Sunday, May 13, Houston police offi cers 
and deputies from the Harris County Precinct 8 
Constable’s offi ce responded to a call around 6 
p.m. on Beltway 8 at the Blackhawk intersection, 
where a 34-year-old man was sitting on top of 
the overpass. Police said the man was agitated 
and threatening to commit suicide.
 Houston police, however, were able to talk the 
man down and take him into custody, where he, 
too, was forced to undergo a psychological eval-
uation. No injuries were reported.

Local swimming pools slated to open
  Summer is around the corner, and with it 
comes the opening of several area pools to help 
South Belters beat the heat.
 All local pools will be open Saturday, May 
26, through Monday, May 28, for Memorial Day 
weekend. They will then reopen on Friday, June 

1, for the duration of the summer. All area pools 
will be closed for cleaning on Mondays (with the 
exceptions of Memorial Day and Labor Day).
 The City of Houston’s Sagemont and Bever-
ly Hills swimming pools will be open Tuesday 

Continued on Page 4A

Lockes visit Flight Museum

Former Harris County Commissioner Gene Locke (left) and his wife Aubrey are shown 
above at a recent event at the Lone Star Flight Museum. The South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce is currently in negotiations with the museum to hold its annual banquet at 
the facility on Thursday, July 19. Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has agreed to attend the function, 
which will honor heroes from Hurricane Harvey. (See related story this page.) Pictured 
above with the Lockes is David Flickinger, who serves on the Clear Brook City MUD board 
and is the husband of Leader publisher Marie Flickinger.  Photo by Marie Flickinger
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Tristan invites all
out on Poppy Day
 As the spouse of a Marine Corps Vet-
eran, I hold a special place in my heart 
for the parents, siblings, spouses, and 
friends of those who served. I can’t help 
but think of all the men and women who 
have gone to fi ght for this great nation 
and didn’t return home.
 While we are all guilty of celebrating 
the unoffi cial start of summer and en-
couraging each other to “have a good 
weekend,” it is important to remember 
the reason for the holiday: Memorial Day 
is the day Americans set aside to hon-
or those brave men and women who met 
tragic ends while defending our freedom. 
It is our duty to honor their sacrifi ces, to 
pray for their families, and to bow our 
heads in recognition of their service.
 On National Poppy Day, May 25, 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 490 will 
be distributing poppies as a tribute to our 
fallen warriors. We invite Houston res-
idents to stop by and see us Memorial 
Day weekend at 11702 Old Galveston 
Road to receive a poppy in exchange 
for a donation to wear in remembrance 
of those who paid the ultimate price for 

our freedom. We must never forget. The 
poppy, which bloomed on the battlefi elds 
of France after World War I, has grown 
to become an internationally known and 
recognized symbol of the lives sacrifi ced 
in war and the hope that none died in 
vain. One hundred percent of donations 
received will go directly to help veterans, 
military, and their families. The American 
Legion Family has called upon Congress 
to designate the Friday before Memorial 
Day as National Poppy Day.
 The American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) 
is the world’s largest women’s patri-
otic service organization, with nearly 
three-quarters of a million members and 
more 8,000 units in communities across 
the nation. The ALA serves nearly one 
million veterans every year. Right here in 
Houston, we continue to help mitigate the 
challenges our veterans face and deliver 
upon our mission by organizing multiple 
events and fundraisers throughout the 
year to support veterans, military, and 
their families.
 To learn more about the Auxiliary’s 
mission or to volunteer, donate or join, 
visit www.ALAforVeterans.org.
 Susie Tristan
 American Legion Auxiliary Unit 490
 Poppy Chairman Deaths

Elected offi cials share their words

In My Opinion

Delores 
Bergeron

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 King-
spoint: 
 Saturday, May 19, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Saturday, May 19, 2 p.m. Citizenship class
 Tuesday, May 22, 10:30 a.m. Family storytime and playtime
 Wednesday, May 23, 10:30 a.m. Toddler storytime
 Wednesday, May 23. Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Ba-
sics; 4:30 p.m. Basic Powerpoint
 For information on events at Bracewell Library, call 832-393-2580.
 Bracewell hours this week are: Thursday, noon – 8 p.m.; Friday, 10 – 5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Parker Williams Library
 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd:
 Thursday, May 17, 4 p.m. Community craft presents Star Wars Origami, a craft for all ages. 
Meet in the library community room to make different characters and creatures from the Star 
Wars Universe while using Japanese paper folding techniques. 
 Thursday, May 17, 4 p.m. Community craft features paper quilling for all ages. This art 
form from the 14th through the 17th century is often used to decorate the covers of books with 
designs that refl ected the ironwork of the day. Today, quilling is a paper craft art form that 
creates a variety of images and can be applied to many different surfaces and projects. Meet 
in the library community room. 
 Friday, May 18, 4 p.m. Teen DIY and a movie features Spaceballs (PG-13) and Spaceballs 
the Craft, for ages 13 and older. Meet in the library community room for this multigeneration-
al saga with audience members from younglings to Jedi Masters, watch the movie and stay to 
complete the craft project.
 Saturday, May 19, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. May is National Melanoma/Skin Cancer Detection 
and Prevention month. Learn about the importance of skin cancer prevention, early detection 
and treatments in a session presented by Memorial Hermann’s Community Benefi t program. 
Registration is requested. 
 Monday, May 21, 2 – 4 p.m. The Parker Williams Genealogy Group is an informal group that 
meets the fi rst and third Monday of each month (unless the library is closed) to discuss family 
history research (beginner to advanced). Meetings are free and open to anyone interested in tracing 
family history.  
 Monday, May 21, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Magic: The Gathering Gameplay for ages 8 and older. Spe-
cial appreciation is given to Strike Zone for the generous donation of Magic: The Gathering 
cards. For more information, visit http://www.hcpl.net/sites/default/fi les/Feb - MTG-1.jpg.
 Tuesday, May 22, 10:30 a.m. Computer basics. Improve skills on the internet, email, Face-
book and social media. Registration is requested.
 Wednesday, May 23 at 6:30 p.m. Great Decisions: Media and Foreign Policy. Cyberwar-
fare, hacking and misinformation pose complex security threats. Learn how various kinds of 
media are used today to pursue and defend interests in the international arena as conventional 
journalism now competes with user-generated content. Registration is requested.
 Below are the programs that occur every week:
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese learning time. Classes begin at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:30 
p.m. and 3 p.m. For more information on these programs, speak with Loc Bui.
 For more information on events, call the library at 281-484-2036.
 Library hours this week are: Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 – 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, 
10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Melillo Middle School staff state that Jesus Gamez-Cepeda (second from right), 
sixth-grader, is a great role model for peers to follow. He excels in academics and social 
settings. Gamez-Cepeda is an active, outgoing presence in class with a great sense of 
humor. He is the perfect person to get a group project rolling, but also knows how to 
sit back and let others take the lead. Gamez-Cepeda’s cheerful nature and openness to 
feedback means he is always learning and growing as a learner, an impressive strength 
that will continue to serve him well in intermediate school and in the future. Shown with 
Gamez-Cepeda are, left to right, Dave Matthews, South Belt chamber member; Lillian 
Monita, Melillo fi fth-grade counselor; and Diane Wheeler, Melillo principal.

Outstanding students of the month for April

Izaiah Rivas (front), fi rst-grader is always kind and caring to his classmates according 
to Frazier Elementary offi cials. He is respectful to adults and kids. He works hard every 
day and completes his work with quality in mind. He is artistic, smart and positive. 
Izaiah comes to school every day with a smile and a great attitude. He is a helper and a 
friend to all. Shown with Izaiah are, left to right, Moises Rivas, father; Roxanne Rivas, 
mother; and Wendy Wiseburn, Frazier principal.

School offi cials at Beverly Hills Intermediate say Oscar Garza, seventh-grader, is 
a wonderful student with a positive personality. He exhibits good moral judgment 
and is compassionate and respectful toward others. He recently received four sub-
ject medals in the Academic Pentathlon and is rated number one overall for students 
participating at the district level. Garza is a chess medalist at district competitions. In 
addition to these honors, he is also a recent National Junior Honor Society inductee. 
Shown with Garza (second from right) are, left to right, Toni Lopez, PISD executive 
director; Stacey Barber, BHI principal; and Noble Alix, South Belt chamber member.

 Working with administrators from local Pasadena Independent School District campuses, 
the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce has begun recognizing outstanding area stu-
dents each month. The group of students honored for the month of April are pictured below, 
along with a brief description of why they won the award. Also, see photos on page 3A.

Thompson Intermediate School staff state that Jeremiah Paige (center), eighth-grader, 
has perfect attendance and has received the citizenship and outstanding achievement  
in fi ne arts awards. Shown with Paige are Christine Veltman, Thompson assistant prin-
cipal (left); and Toni Lopez.

According to Morris Ele-
mentary school offi cials, 
sixth-grader Cathy Nguyen 
(second from left) is a stu-
dent who puts her full effort 
into her schoolwork. She 
is always willing and eager 
to help her classmates and 
teachers and she loves to 
help in the library. Nguyen is 
cheerful and friendly to oth-
ers. She represented Morris 
in the Pasadena ISD spelling 
bee in fi fth grade. Her work 
ethic and focus on doing well 
is an inspiration to her class-
mates. Shown with Nguy-
en are, left to right, Kenny 
Fernandez, Pasadena ISD 
board member; Dan Hop-
pie, Morris principal; and  
Kay Barbour, South Belt-El-
lington Chamber of Com-
merce president.

Houston Symphony performs at Dobie
 The Houston Symphony will be performing at J. Frank Dobie High School as part of its 
annual “Sounds Like Fun” community concert series on Friday, June 8, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
school’s auditorium.
 There will be activities before the performance for kids such as the instrument petting zoo 
at 6:30 p.m. The concert is for all ages, is free and open to the public.

 On May 10, 2018, long-
time South Belt resident 
Delores Bergeron died. She 
was born April 15, 1934, 
in Roxton, Texas. She is 
preceded in death by her 
husband of 49 years Don 
Bergeron, her parents Hel-
en and Hunter McCloud 
and her brother Charles Mc-
Cloud.
 She is survived by her 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Donna and Larry Hale of 
Pearland; son and daugh-
ter-in-law Dave and Kaye 
Bergeron of Houston; 
daughter Debbie Martens 
of Houston; and daugh-
ter and son-in-law Denise 
and Richard McMurrough 
of Crosby, Texas. She also 
leaves her sister Patsy Car-
penter and husband Lonnie 
of New Braunfels; nephews 
Mike, Mark and Chuck Car-
penter; her brother’s wife 
Pam McCloud; and Val and 
Brandy McCloud Wier of 
Elkhart, Texas. 
  She is also survived 
by grandchildren Chuck 
Borsche and fi ancée Em-
ber Lewis; David Borsche, 
Christina and Sammy Mata, 
all of Pearland; Courtney 
and Joe Gordon of Lindale, 
Texas; Amanda and Brad 
Aden of League City; Matt 
Bergeron and fi ancée Sarah 
Fillingame of Alvin; Amber 
McMurrough and Shawn 
Mims, Danny and Theresa 
McMurrough, of Houston; 
Katie and Trent Kirkpatrick 
of Spring; Kimberly and Jay 
Longobardi of Baltimore; 
Jeffrey Shrum of Houston; 
Adam and Tyler Martens 
of Houston; and Cameron 
Martens of Los Angeles. 
She had 26 great-grandchil-
dren.
 Delores was a longtime 
member of the South Belt 
area where she worked as a 
real estate agent with Cen-
tury 21, McCarver, Remax 
and her and Don's Bergeron 
and Associates. Her great-
est love was her family. She 
often said, “If my family is 
okay, I'm okay.”
 She was raised in the 
Baptist faith by her lov-
ing mother Helen McCloud 
but joined her husband as a 
member of St. Luke’s Cath-
olic Church. Delores was 
a loving, caring, generous 

Jessie Agnes 
Womack

 Jessie Agnes (Murphy) 
Womack died on Monday, 
May 7. Agnes was born on 
Feb. 25, 1931, in Luling, Tex-
as, to father, Mallie Dee Mur-
phy and mother, Jessie Lee 
McDonald.
 She attended both Luling 
and Austin high schools and 
was later employed by the 
Texas Highway Department, 
also known as the Texas De-
partment of Transportation, 
where she proudly served 
38 years. After retirement, 
Agnes and her husband G.W. 
Womack traveled extensive-
ly to all 50 states and abroad 
to Canada and France. She 
loved meeting new people 
everywhere they went – she 
never met a stranger.
 Agnes loved cooking good 
food and catering to everyone’s 
special wants – from her spe-
cial toasts and chocolate milk 
to pecan coffee cake. Family 
members all loved getting her 
famous cookies during the hol-
idays and fi g preserves, when 
in season. Agnes was one who 
always loved giving and doing 
for others. She was a faithful 
member of Sagemont Church 
for several years and continued 
tithing when she was no longer 
physically able to attend.
 She is preceded in death 
by her parents Mallie Dee 
Murphy and Jessie Lee (Mc-
Donald) Clary and her brother 
Robert L. Murphy. 
 Agnes leaves behind a 
deeply saddened family, ex-
tended family and friends 
who adored her. She is sur-
vived by her husband; daugh-
ters Mickie Hillman and 
husband Ken and Leighann 
Heine and husband Mike 
Balzer; and stepsons Glen 
Womack and wife Marilyn 
and Greg Womack. She is 
also survived by grandchil-
dren Jim Hillman and wife 
Michelle; Kim Embree and 
husband Beau; Jessica Ahern 
and husband Tim; Amanda 
Schwabe and husband Justin; 
Christie Meadors and hus-
band J.; Glen Womack Jr.; 
Megan Sanchez and husband 
Augustine; and Lauren Wom-

UHCL holds Spring 2018 
commencement ceremonies
 Join University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake in celebrating 
its newest graduates at Com-
mencement ceremonies on 
Sunday, May 20, at noon and 
5 p.m. at NRG Arena, 1 NRG 
Park in Houston. 
 Graduates from the Col-
lege of Business and College 

of Human Sciences and Hu-
manities will walk the stage 
at the noon ceremony, and 
graduates from the College 
of Education and the College 
of Science and Engineering 
will attend the 5 p.m. cere-
mony. 
 Graduating students may 

invite as many guests as they 
like, but seating for guests is 
fi rst come, fi rst served. At-
tending the ceremony is free, 
but parking rates vary at the 
venue. 
 For more information, vis-
it www.uhcl.edu/commence
ment.

Bettencourt worried about voters
 Sen. Paul Bettencourt is 
speaking out on behalf of 
taxpayers following the an-
nouncement by more than 
one taxing jurisdictions that 
special elections to raise 
property tax rates will be oc-
curring throughout the sum-
mer and better public pol-
icy is to hold them on the 
November General Election 
date. 
 This is occurring so quick-
ly that the Klein Independent 
School District Trustees vot-
ed on a TRE election Mon-
day, May 14. 
 “I am worried about vot-
er fatigue as well taxpayer’s 
pocketbooks,” said Betten-
court. "Rather than spend 
money on special elections 
these taxing jurisdictions 
still have the chance to do 
the right thing and schedule 
their proposed tax rate in-
crease elections in Novem-
ber.”
 Gov. Greg Abbott granted 
permission for Harris Coun-
ty to hold an estimated $2.5 
billion Harris County Flood 
Control Proposition on a 
nonuniform election date on 
Aug. 25, the date of Hurri-
cane Harvey’s landfall. In his 
approval letter, Abbott high-

lighted, “…billions of feder-
al dollars either are currently 
available to Harris County or 
will be available to the coun-
ty before it has the ability to 
issue the bonds requested…”
 In their letter to Abbott, 
Harris County Commission-
ers Court stated, “We must 
show the various federal 
agencies that matching funds 
are available now in order 
to apply for Harvey-related 
grants that are already avail-
able.”
 However, the governor 
also stated in his letter, “Con-
gress purposefully provid-
ed much of those matching 
dollars through Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds so that local 
government would not need 
to match the federal grants.”
 This strongly suggests 
that waiting to hold the elec-
tion in November will not sti-
fl e the fl ow of federal money 
nor change the facts that the 
CDBG funds do not need a 
local match.
 At their quarterly Execu-
tive Committee meeting this 
week, the Harris County Re-
publican Party nearly unani-
mously passed a resolution 
calling for “Harris County, 

City of Houston, and Klein 
ISD governments to sched-
ule their respective bond and/
or tax cap repeal elections as 
part of and on the November 
General Election date.”
 “Rather than disenfran-
chise hundreds of thousands 
of voters, our elected offi cials 
should put these tax rate in-
crease elections on the No-
vember ballot,” stated Res-
olution author Clint Moore. 
“I thought we were beyond 
choosing these sorts of ob-
scure election dates, but I 
guess not.”
 Voters throughout Har-
ris County may return to the 
upcoming May 22 Primary 
runoff election, a probable 
9-cent June tax rate ratifi ca-
tion election in Klein ISD the 
weekend of the Republican 
State Convention, a coun-
ty bond election in August, 
and potentially the Mayor's 
announcement that he wish-
es to bust the voter approved 
property tax rate cap by No-
vember general election.
 “It is a fundamental truth 
that our Republic functions 
better when more people are 
able to cast their ballots in a 
Democracy,” concluded Bet-
tencourt.

Beverly Lauve 
Swaim

 Beverly Lauve Swaim, 
61, of Houston, died May 
11. She was born on June 
29, 1956, in Port Arthur to 
Donald and Lillie Lauve. 
She was married to Donald 
Swaim for 15 years. Beverly 
worked as an accountant for 
more than 30 years and was 
a member of Clear Creek 
Community Church. She 
loved spending time with her 
family, especially her pre-
cious grandchildren.
 Beverly was preceded in 
death by her parents and her 
sister Melanie Lauve.
 She is survived by her lov-
ing husband Donald Swaim; 
sons Brian Tremont and wife 
Jill and Chad Tremont and 
wife Jaclyn; daughter Sarah 
Tremont and boyfriend Sam; 
and grandchildren Audrey 
Tremont, Cadel Tremont, 
Lauren Tremont, Lex Trem-
ont and Zachary Tremont.
 A memorial service will 
be held on Wednesday, May 
23, at 10 a.m. at Clear Creek 
Community Church, located 
at Egret Bay Campus 999 
FM270 in League City. The 
service will be followed by 
a reception from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Since Beverly 
loved the Houston Astros, 
service attendees are encour-
aged to wear Astros attire to 
honor her memory.

South Belt South Belt 
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person who will be missed 
by all who loved her. A visi-
tation was held on Saturday, 
May 12. Delores was laid to 
rest on Monday, May 14, at 
South Park Funeral Home. 

ack. Agnes also leaves behind 
12 great-grandchildren, and 
one great-great-grandchild.
 The family extends special 
appreciation to Altus Hospice 
nurses who lovingly cared for 
Agnes during her fi nal weeks.
 A visitation was held on 
Friday, May 11; the funeral 
service was held on Saturday, 
May 12. Both services were 
held at Niday Funeral Home 
- Beamer Chapel. Burial fol-
lowed at Forest Park East 
Cemetery in Webster.

 Leader 
obituary policy
Obituaries submitted to 

the Leader 
are published free of 
charge. There must 

be a South Belt 
connection. 

Obituaries are edited 
to conform to the 

Leader style.
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Laura Bush Elementary School staff members state that fourth-grader Mark 
Chase (center), has worked very hard this year to become a successful student both 
academically and behaviorally. He has developed as a reader, writer and mathe-
matician. Chase is well loved by his classmates and teachers. He always has a smile 
on his face and is always lending a helping hand when needed. Shown with Chase 
are, left to right, Kenny Fernandez, PISD board member; Stephanie Miller, Bush 
principal; Kay Barbour, South Belt-Ellington Chamber president; and Dr. Rhonda 
Parmer, PISD associate superintendent.

According to school offi cials, Ariel Ortiz (center), third-grader, is the Student of the 
Month for Stuchbery Elementary. Ortiz is a model student who works hard and is 
always willing to assist others. This past month Ortiz has shown determination in 
test scores and participation. Those familiar with Ortiz know they can count on her 
to be helpful. Shown with Ortiz are, left to right, Jose Hernandez, Stuchbery princi-
pal; Jennifer Dowell, Stuchbery third-grade teacher; Noble Alix, South Belt chamber 
member; and Krystal Lam, Stuchbery third-grade teacher.

School offi cials state that Noah Torres (center), ninth-grader at Dobie9, balances 
sports obligations and school and he still manages to maintain very high grades. 
He is always friendly and polite, and a natural leader. Torres is an up-and-coming 
Longhorn and should be recognized as such. Shown with Torres are, left to right, 
Adriana Robinson, Dobie9 assistant principal; Dave Matthews, South Belt cham-
ber member; Linda Torres, mother; and Juan Pedraza, Dobie9 PISD offi cer.

According to South Belt 
Elementary School offi -
cials, kindergartener 
Alan Nguyen (center), 
is helpful and consider-
ate every day at school. 
He goes above and be-
yond to help his peers 
and teachers with any-
thing that might need to 
be done. He encourages 
other students in his 
classroom, and does not 
miss an opportunity to 
say, “Please,” “Thank 
you!” or “You’re wel-
come!” He is a bright 
ray of sunshine, for  the 
South Belt campus - 
especially at dismissal 
when he tells teachers 
on duty “Thank you 
for opening the door 
for me!” He embodies 
all the positive charac-
ter traits that make up 
the South Belt culture. 
Shown with Nguyen 
are, left to right, Kami 
Brown; kindergarten 
teacher; Dave Mat-
thews; Candy Howard, 
South Belt principal.

Moore Elementary school offi cials stated Emily Tran (center), fourth-grader, is the kind 
of student who is always looking for a way to help her friends. She is quick to tell a class-
mate “Good job!” when they do well in class, and is pleased for others when good things 
happen to them. She is responsible and always does everything asked of her with a smile 
on her face. Tran is good at remembering things her teachers have forgotten, and so she 
helps keep them on track. She is also very determined and doesn’t give up, even when 
faced with challenges. But above all, she is kind to everyone and has never been heard to 
say anything hurtful or rude. Tran is truly an inspiration and a wonderful role model. 
Shown with Tran are, left to right, Alyta Harrell, PISD associate superintendent; Kather-
ine Young, Moore fourth-grade teacher; Dave Matthews; Jill Lacamu, Moore principal; 
Patricia Norman, Moore resource teacher.

Keyla Zeledon (second from left), fourth-grader, has many admirable qualities that make 
her an outstanding citizen said school offi cials at Meador Elementary. She is responsible 
and reliable which make her the “go to” teacher’s helper.  She can be trusted to do any 
task she’s called to do with 100 percent effort and integrity. Her positive attitude in any 
situation is very refreshing. Not only is she a hard worker, but she is a great mentor and 
tutor to her peers. She helps struggling students with their work and always does it with 
a cheerful disposition and patience. Her generosity toward others knows no limits. Zel-
don has a kind heart and a spirit of community. Shown with Zeledon, left to right, Kenny 
Fernandez; Beverly Bolton, Meador principal; and Kay Barbour.

According to school offi cials, Angel Cuello (holding sign), fourth-grader at Thomas Han-
cock Elementary, is a very responsible, motivated and confi dent scholar. He continues 
to push himself to learn more and always gives his best which can be evidenced by the 
quality of his work and the level of his thinking during class discussions and weekly men-
tor check-ins. Although he is very humble about his dedication to learning, Cuello has 
quickly become an inspiration to his fellow classmates. In addition to making a positive 
impact in the classroom, Cuello spreads his love for reading by giving back to the cam-
pus community volunteering as a Kinder Reading Buddy. Cuello truly exemplifi es the 
characteristics seen in all of the scholars at Thomas Hancock Elementary. Shown with 
Cuello are, left to right, Kenny Fernandez; Veronica Sandoval, Hancock principal; and 
Dr. Rhonda Parmer.

Cinthia Nguyen (center) is a senior at Lewis Career Technical High School who ranks 
ninth in her class of 1038 students, according to school staff members. She is the fi rst 
person in her family to obtain a high school diploma and to be accepted to a university. 
She has received the prestigious Murchison Scholarship from Trinity University and an 
academic scholarship to the University of Houston. Nguyen serves as the secretary for 
both the CTHS National Honor Society and science club and is a proud member of both 
the student council and the Health Occupations Students of America. She is proudly 
representing CTHS in medical mathematics at the international HOSA competition this 
summer. She has a passion for academic success and devotes many long hours to study 
and prepare for her courses and competition. She has earned a sterile products certifi ca-
tion in her pharmacy tech pathway at CTHS. Nguyen plans to attend the University of 
Houston, major in biology and pursue her dream to become a pediatrician. She is grate-
ful for the continued support of her family, friends and educators. Shown with Nguyen 
are, left to right, Dr. Steve Fullen, PISD associate superintendent; Tom Le, CTHS assis-
tant principal; Dave Matthews; and Steve Fleming, CTHS principal.

Dobie High School offi -
cials state that Brandon 
Harder (right), senior, is 
service-oriented, kind, re-
sponsible, respectful and 
a good example of Dobie 
pride. Shown with Hard-
er is Erin Richardson, 
Dobie guidance counselor.

Hannah Wilson (left), sec-
ond-grader at Genoa El-
ementary, cares about ev-
ery student in her class 
and encourages them to 
make good choices accord-
ing to school offi cials. She 
helps her teacher and her 
classmates with anything 
they need and always has 
a positive attitude. Wilson 
is a true example of an all 
around outstanding stu-
dent. Shown with Wilson 
is Tiffany Bennett, Genoa 
principal.

According to staff members at Fred Roberts Middle School, sixth-grader Teresa Vu (cen-
ter), is passionate about learning. She goes above and beyond in the classroom and is an 
example to her peers. She demonstrates great citizenship daily and is a joy to have in the 
classroom. Shown with Vu are, left to right, Christine Coppedge, Roberts assistant prin-
cipal; Deronda Pitre, Roberts counselor; Jorly Thomas, Roberts principal; Noble Alix; 
Emily Ontiveros, Roberts counselor; and Rebecca Dietz, Roberts assistant principal.

Karen Lara (center), third-grader at Jessup Elementary, is an exceptional student and 
a great role model, according to school offi cials. She is always working hard and is con-
stantly striving for greatness.  Her classmates look up to her and she is always willing to 
lend a helping hand. Lara begins every day with a smile and ends her day waving good-
bye to her friends. Shown with Lara are, left to right, Kenny Fernandez; Dr. Rhonda 
Parmer; Ryan Pavone, Jessup principal; and Kay Barbour.

Joseph Castro (center) is a thoughtful student according to Atkinson Elementary school 
offi cials. He is a friend to everyone in his class and is eager to help his classmates feel 
successful. He enjoys math and is patient while explaining new concepts to others who 
need more time in understanding the work. Castro is most happy learning new skills 
and applying his strategies while in class. He has an endearing smile and a winning atti-
tude. Shown with Castro are, left to right, Dave Matthews; Lena Ortiz, principal; Shelly 
Bracher, fi rst-grade teacher; Jennifer Rodriguez, mother; and Emma Castro, sister.

South Belt Chamber of Commerce honors outstanding students for April

School offi cials at Burnett 
Elementary state that Lyla 
Coleman (left), third-grad-
er, is very committed to 
her academics and uses 
every strategy that she has 
learned from her teach-
ers to be successful in her 
learning. She is helpful all 
around campus and has 
earned the opportunity 
to become a Safety Patrol 
Beaver next school year as a 
fourth-grader. She is eager 
to help around the class-
room and assist in any way 
she can. She enjoys work-
ing with her classmates and 
in her small groups, being 
a leader within her class. 
Coleman’s personality is 
“bubbly” and she is always 
happy to be at school and 
provides a smile to those 
around her. Burnett Ele-
mentary is proud to nomi-
nate Coleman as the April 
Outstanding Student of the 
Month. Shown with Cole-
man is Jae Lee, Burnett 
principal.
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Martha Urdaneta was named the 2018 San Jacinto 
College South Campus Student Leader of the Year as 
president of the Alpha Gamma Zeta chapter of the Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

Urdaneta is a leader

San Jac recognizes
outstanding students
 The San Jacinto College 
student engagement and ac-
tivities offi ces recently held 
the annual student award 
ceremonies to recognize out-
standing students, student or-
ganizations and student lead-
ers.
 Jeffrey Amie was named 
the San Jacinto College Cen-
tral Campus Outstanding 
Student Organization Lead-
er of the Year as vice presi-
dent of the Central Campus 
Student Government Asso-
ciation, president of Raven 
Scholars and a member of 

Phi Theta Kappa Honor So-
ciety.
  Elisandra Garcia was 
named the San Jacinto Col-
lege North Campus Out-
standing Student Organiza-
tion Leader of the Year as the 
vice president of the North 
Campus Student Government 
Association.
  Martha Urdaneta was 
named the San Jacinto Col-
lege South Campus Student 
Leader of the Year as presi-
dent of Alpha Gamma Zeta 
chapter of the Phi Theta Kap-
pa Honor Society.

Syamantak Payra of Clear Brook High School has 
been chosen as a 2018 U.S. Presidential Scholar.

Payra excels

DeVos names CBHS 
student as scholar
 U.S. Secretary of Education 
Betsy DeVos announced Sya-
mantak Payra of Clear Brook 
High School as a 2018 U.S. 
Presidential Scholar.
 Payra is one of only 161 
American high school se-
niors who have demonstrat-
ed outstanding academic 
achievement, artistic excel-
lence, leadership, citizenship, 
service and contribution to 
school and community. The 
U.S. presidential scholars 
will be honored for their ac-
complishments in Washing-
ton, D.C., June 24-26.
 “I want to congratulate 
this year’s class of presiden-
tial scholars on their achieve-
ment and thank their par-
ents, teachers and academic 
advisors who have helped 
guide them along the way,” 
said DeVos. “These students 
have pushed themselves to 
be the best they can be, and I 
am certain that devotion will 
serve them well as they con-
tinue their individual learning 
journeys.”
 The White House Com-
mission on Presidential 
Scholars selects honored 
scholars annually based on 
their academic success, artis-
tic excellence, essays, school 
evaluations and transcripts, 
as well as evidence of com-
munity service, leadership, 
and demonstrated commit-
ment to high ideals. Of the 
3.6 million students expected 
to graduate from high school 

this year, more than 5,200 
candidates qualifi ed for the 
2018 awards determined by 
outstanding performance on 
the College Board SAT and 
ACT exams, and through 
nominations made by chief 
state school offi cers and other 
partner recognition organiza-
tions.
 Each U.S. Presidential 
Scholar is also offered the 
opportunity to name his or 
her most infl uential teacher. 
The teacher chosen for rec-
ognition by Payra is his AP 
Biology and Research Teach-
er Alaina Garza. She will re-
ceive a personal letter from 
the secretary of education.
 “Syamantak is truly an 
outstanding student and I 
have been honored to have 
taught him in my classes and 
clubs for the past four years,” 
said Garza. “He has a hum-
ble, helpful and humorous 
nature that always makes me 
smile. Syamantak inspires 
the students with his deter-
mination and perseverance, 
showing that anything is pos-
sible with hard work. He has 
helped to develop and shape 
ideas that will have a lasting 
impact on our school, our 
community and our world.”
 Created in 1964, the U.S. 
Presidential Scholars program 
has honored 7,500 of the na-
tion’s top-performing students 
with the prestigious award giv-
en to honorees during the an-
nual D.C. ceremony.

40 years ago ( 1978)
 Scott Alan Gernander, the 
Beverly Hills Intermediate 
basketball coach, was pro-
moted to the head basketball 
coaching job at South Hous-
ton High School.
 Kirkwood Civic Club an-
nounced its offi cers with Toni 
Mendez as president, Law-
rence Mancuso as vice pres-
ident, Gail Bowles as treasur-
er, Mary Flores as secretary, 
Kay Williams as correspond-
ing secretary and Jim Skinner 
as parliamentarian.

35 years ago ( 1983)
 Approximately $15,000 for 
private security was collected 
by the Sagemont Civic Club.
 The Rev. John Keller was 
announced as St. Frances 
Cabrini Catholic Church’s 
pastor.
 Pasadena school trustees 
levied a 15 percent penalty on 
taxpayers who had not paid 
the previous year’s taxes.

30 years ago (1988)
 According to planners of 
the annual event, attendance 
at the Project Graduation 
party for Dobie seniors was 
expected to break 500.
 District scores for the 
year’s TEAMS were to be 
presented to the Pasadena 
ISD board of trustees at the 
next regular session meeting.

20 years ago (1998)
 South Belt resident Sean 
Patrick Horrigan was or-
dained a Catholic priest.

 Clear Brook’s girls track 
team won the 4A state title 
with a total of 58 team points. 
Dobie’s Ras Bowman was 
awarded a gold medal for 
winning the 800-meter at the 
state 5A track meet.

15 years ago (2003)
 A new fellowship hall 
and education wing for 
Cokesbury United Method-
ist Church was included in 
a $1.4 million addition ap-
proved by the church’s mem-
bership.
 A Sagemeadow burglary 
was the worst of fi ve burglar-
ies of homes in the South Belt 
area for the month. According 
to police, the burglars used a 
screwdriver to enter the resi-
dence and then used pillow-
cases to remove the property. 
Rifl es, shotguns, jewelry and 
a television were among the 
property stolen.

10 years ago (2008)
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District was 
named a National Model 
School District for 2008 by 
the International Center for 
Leadership in Education. The 
ICLE cited as evidence of 
its achievement the signifi-
cant improvement on TAKS 
over the previous four years, 
the decrease in high school 
failure rates, the decrease in 
dropout rates and the increase 
in student attendance after 
only one full year of imple-
mentation.

 Harris County Precinct 1 
Commissioner El Franco Lee 
announced that additional 
units from the sheriff’s 
department would patrol the 
unincorporated portions of 
the South Belt area. Patrolled 
primarily by deputies from 
the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s office, the South 
Belt community had grown 
considerably over the previ-
ous decade without a corre-
sponding increase in police 
manpower in the area. The 
majority of new homes were 
in the Clear Brook City 
Municipal Utility District. 
There was a 66 percent 
increase in calls for service in 
1999.

5 years ago (2013)
 A 14-year-old female 
Thompson student reported 
that she had been abducted 
and assaulted after getting off 
the school bus in the Clear 
Brook Meadows subdivision. 
The incident was allegedly a 
fabrication, according to offi -
cials from the Harris County 
Sheriff’s offi ce. The incident, 
which was covered extensive-
ly in the local media, created 
a deluge of concern from the 
community, with an unprece-
dented number of Facebook 
comments and messages be-
ing sent to the Leader. From 
the onset, investigators said 
there were inconsistencies in 
the student’s story, but Pas-
adena Independent School 

District offi cials felt obligat-
ed to notify parents of the 
possible incident.

1 year ago (2017)
 A Houston police offi cer 
was relieved of duty after 
being charged with driving 
while intoxicated after leav-
ing the annual South Belt 
Spectacular Cook-off on Sat-
urday, April 29. Offi cer Jose 
Ayala was offi cially charged 
on Tuesday, May 10, after 
blood test results determined 
he had a blood alcohol lev-
el of 0.082. He had initially 
been detained for suspicion 
of drunk driving. According 
to police, Ayala left the cook-
off in a white Corvette short-
ly after midnight and was 
stopped by Precinct 2 dep-
uties after he was witnessed 
driving recklessly, almost 
hitting an offi cer who was di-
recting traffi c. Once detained, 
Ayala identifi ed himself as an 
HPD offi cer, and Houston po-
lice were called to the scene. 
Ayala reportedly admitted to 
drinking four beers and two 
shots of whiskey between 8 
and 11:30 p.m. and agreed to 
take a blood test.
 Students from the Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District’s robotics team, The 
Robonauts, placed second 
in the world at a competi-
tion held at Minute Maid 
Park. For its entry, the team 
designed a shooting robot 
named Ruckus. The team is 

composed of 64 members 
from throughout the district, 
with 24 members being from 
either Clear Brook High 
School or Clear Horizons 
Early College High School. 
Local team members include 
Yuka Abe (Clear Brook, 10th 
grade), Taylor Cao (Clear 
Brook, 11th grade), Sakshi 
Kulkarni (Clear Brook, 10th 
grade), Amanda Lu (Clear 
Brook, 11th grade), Elena 
Michnovicz (Clear Brook, 11th 
grade), Claire Romero (Clear 
Brook, 10th grade), Chan-
marie Un (Clear Brook, 10th 
grade), Christa Westheimer 
(Clear Brook, 10th grade), Jes-
sa Westheimer (Clear Brook, 
12th grade), Brennan Butcher 
(Clear Brook, 12th grade), Dan-
ny Nguyen (Clear Brook, 11th 
grade), Bhargav Parthasara-
thy (Clear Brook, 11th grade), 
Marcus Schlauch (Clear Brook, 
10th grade), Wittiker Schlauch 
(Clear Brook, 12th grade), Alec 
Shih (Clear Brook, 10th grade), 
Hunter Smith (Clear Brook, 
11th grade), Michael Vidales 
(Clear Brook, 12th grade), 
Zain Virani (Clear Brook, ninth 
grade), Gabrielle LaRochelle 
(Clear Horizons, 11th grade), 
Megan Perry (Clear Horizons, 
12th grade), Aaron Beaty (Clear 
Horizons, 11th grade), Alex 
Campos (Clear Horizons, 11th 
grade), Nuriel Canizal (Clear 
Horizons, 12th grade) and Cha-
mikera Dharmawardene (Clear 
Horizons, 11th grade).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, COURTNEY
 Courtney Durham celebrates a happy 
birthday Sunday, May 20. Best wishes 
are sent to her from husband Chris and 
children Abigail and Jackson Durham; 
parents Fred and Leslie Flickinger; sis-
ter Kimberly; uncle David (Leader presi-
dent) and his wife, Ellie Flickinger; grand-
mother Olive Falkowski; grandfather John 
Fairchild; grandparents Marie and David 
Flickinger; and friends and the Leader 
staff.

BEST WISHES TO JACLYN
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent to 
former Leader staff member Jaclyn Ramirez 
Tremont on May 20 from her friends, family 
and the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff of the 
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays May 17 through May 23.

Burnett Elementary
 The day for a birthday gift for Karessa 
Whitely is May 21.

Bush Elementary
 Send a birthday card May 17 to Sandra 
Garza. Marianela Diaz enjoys a birthday May 

Sheryl Smith marks a birthday May 22. Sing 
a happy birthday song May 23 to Caitlin 
O’Connell.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes 
to friends who celebrate a birthday this week:
 Thursday, May 17: Becky Henry, Roland 
Kennedy, Gina Houghton and Jessica 
Nixon; Friday, May 18: Melody Tanner, Brian 
Conn, Sheila  Neal, Jessica Ramirez  De 
La  Cruz, Alondra  Cristina and Rachel 
Mooney; Saturday, May 19: Melanie Martin, 
Tanya   Williams, Jonathan Pearson, Robby  
Asbury, Leah Poirrer and Laura Scott; 
Sunday, May 20: Norma Pruneda, Joey  
Martinez, Mike   Freeman, Juan Cruz, Tami 
Richardson, Kathy  Swift and Al Carter;  
Monday, May  21: Vance  Britt, Shelly 
Woodin and Kimberly Garza; Tuesday,  May 
22: Felicia Ayala, Kevin Dalley, Bill Mondy 
and Becki  Withers; and Wednesday, May 23: 
Damon Holt, David Cino and Nicole Wiens.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s issue.

21.
Frazier Elementary

 Send a warm birthday greeting May 18 to 
Susan Blue. Irma Garza celebrates a special 
day on May 19. May 22 is the day for a birth-
day cake for Marisol Cervantes.

Meador Elementary
 Marking a birthday May 20 is Gloria 
Serrato. Birthday greetings are in order for 
Stephanie Bounds on May 21. 

Roberts Middle School
  Send a happy birthday greeting May 18 to 
Jessica Arroyo. Light the candles on a dou-
ble-layer cake May 20 for Denise Gourley 
and Charlya Silver. Send a happy birthday 
greeting May 23 to Kelli Redd. 

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 The day for a party for Daniel Jacobs is 
May 19. Micah Strickland is wished a happy 
birthday May 21. Birthday greetings are sent 
to Curtis Occhionero and Marianella Tyler 
May 23.

Dobie High
 Enjoying a birthday May 17 is Karen 
Staha. On May 18, happy birthday greetings 
are sent to Tyler Ruberg. May 20 is the day 
for a celebration for Amanda Langston. 

On March 6, 21 students from J. Frank Dobie High School participat-
ed in the National French Contest sponsored by the American Asso-
ciation of Teachers of French. Shown above, holding certifi cates, are 
the French II students, left to right, Alejandra Gracias, Frida Quiroz, 
Adrian Garcia and Luis Figueroa. Shown below are the French III stu-
dents, left to right, Elsa Ceballos, Katherine Flores, Roberto Campa, 

Dobie students earn honors in national French contest

Hoang Le and Emily Estrada. Three students made the list of national 
and Houston Top Ten Winners. Level III honor student is Campa who 
was awarded a gold medal. Level III honor students Flores and Le were 
awarded silver medals. Also, receiving honorable mention were Cebal-
los and Estrada for level III and IV.  Students receiving level II honor 
are Figueroa, Garcia, Gracias and Quiroz.     Photos by Loan Peabody

Continued from Page 1A
9/11 will be read aloud.
 From Sunday, May 27, 
through Friday, June 1, sev-
eral display areas will be 
open for the public to visit 
while remembering those 
who have died on the battle-
fi eld. Outdoors will be the 
38,000 Flag Memorial and 
Memorial Wall where the 
public is invited to post the 
names of fallen loved ones.
 Indoors in the church’s 
lobby will be a life-size 
model of the Liberty Bell. 
The outdoor displays will be 
open dawn to dusk daily and 
the indoor display will be 
open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.
 Guests are encouraged to 

Continued from Page 1A
 • $7.3 million from depart-
ment reductions (no reductions 
for police and no reductions 
for fi re.)
 • $80 million cut from de-
partments over three years.
 • $3.6 million due to a re-
vision of the fi nancial policies 
changing the General Fund to 
the Maintenance Renewal and 
Replacement Fund.
 • $3.4 million in debt pre-
payment for the Building In-
spection Fund.
 • $84 million draw-down 
in Fund Balance. (This draw-
down is possible because of 
the Towers lawsuit settlement 
and an increase in FY2018 
sales taxes.)
 Over the past two years, 
the city has made progress in 
addressing fi nancial challeng-
es by streamlining operations, 
eliminating redundancies and 
achieving lasting pension re-
form, but the work is not done.
 The city is still faced with 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Harvey. In FY18, the Budget 
Stabilization Fund was deplet-

ed in the amount of $20 million 
to address the immediate fi -
nancial burden from Hurricane 
Harvey. The city must main-
tain a healthy fund balance 
heading into hurricane season. 
Additional challenges include 
the Other Post-Employment 
Benefi ts reform, millions in 
deferred building maintenance 
costs and the need to increase 
the number of Houston police 
offi cers.
 “There is no question we 
need additional revenue for 
public safety purposes, I want 
to be very clear, and this con-
versation needs to take place,” 
Turner said. “As long as we are 
underneath the existing rev-
enue cap, we will always be 
falling short every single year. 
We are the only city in the state 
of Texas that is operating under 
a revenue cap.”
 The new fi scal year be-
gins July 1, 2018. For more 
information, the complete 
proposed budget may be 
found at http://www.hous
tontx .gov/budget /19bud
prop/index.html.

Mayor’s budget
for 2019 is public

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

tag photos of the memorial 
on Facebook or Instagram 
with #sagemontfl agmemori
al.
 The church’s desire is 
to remember with gratitude 
those who have paid the 
ultimate price for our free-
dom.
 As Jesus Christ said, 
“Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his 
friends.” (John 15:13)
 Sagemont Church invites 
all in the Greater Houston 
area to pause this Memori-
al Day and join the church 
in honoring those who laid 
down their lives on the bat-
tlefi eld.

Community invited 
to assist with flags

Continued from Page 1A
through Sunday from 1 to 8 
p.m.
 Clear Brook Meadows’ 
pool hours will be from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m.
 The Sageglen pool hours 
will be from noon through 9 
p.m. Tuesday through Satur-
day and from 1 to 9 p.m. on 
Sunday.
 Both Riverstone Ranch 
pools will be open from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., except on 

Sundays, when hours will be 
from noon to 8 p.m.
 Ashley Pointe’s pool 
hours will be from noon to 8 
p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday and from 1 to 9 
p.m. on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday.
 Highland Meadows’ pool 
hours are 3 to 8 p.m.
 The new splash pad at El 
Franco Lee Park will be open 
daily from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
until October. 

Area pools set to open
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Meador pre-K students celebrated Cinco de Mayo 
with the annual Cinco de Mayo parade on Friday, 
May 4. Shown are, left to right, Beverly Bolton, 
Meador principal; Eternity Martinez; Jose Guillen; 

Meador holds Cinco de Mayo parade

Johan Mondragon; Kayden DonJuan-Hernandez; 
Citlalli Cornejo; Alexa Mondragon; Brianna Torres; 
and Maria Rutherford, pre-K teacher.
 Photo by Tara Merida

San Jacinto College sets first STEM 
Undergraduate Research Symposium
 A bomb technician, a 
welder and a former third-
grade teacher were among 
the 33 San Jacinto College 
students who displayed re-
search at the college’s fi rst 
district wide Undergraduate 
Research Symposium.
 Modeled after research 
symposia of professional 
conferences, the college fea-
tured a poster presentation 
session, a series of oral pre-
sentations, a keynote speaker 
and an awards ceremony. The 
judges were from NASA, the 
University of Houston-Down-
town, the University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake, University of 
Texas Medical Branch, Pasa-
dena Independent School Dis-
trict and San Jacinto College. 
Dr. Paul Padley, renowned 
professor of astronomy and 
physics at Rice University, 
served as keynote speaker. 
Poster research topics varied 
from harvesting fog to how to 
alleviate food allergies.
 “One of the obstacles for 
science, technology, engineer-

ing and mathematics majors 
at a community college is the 
lack of networking with uni-
versity research faculty and 
the ability for them to perform 
research in university labs, 
but we’re aiming to change 
this,” said Dr. Christopher 
Wild, adding that the sympo-
sium will be an annual event 
as there is an increasing trend 
and need for research at two-
year colleges. “We want to 
provide the opportunity for 
our students who want to per-
form research. We want uni-
versities to see the quality of 
our students’ research and re-
cruit them once they transfer.”
 In recent years, San Jacin-
to College students studying 
STEM fi elds have been se-
lected for research intern-
ships with Rice University; 
NASA; Baylor College of 
Medicine; and the CURE 
Program, a partnership of the 
University of Iowa, San Ja-
cinto College, Howard Uni-
versity, Northeastern Illinois 
University, and California 

State University Los Angeles. 
 Bentley Davis, San Jacin-
to College student and bomb 
technician for the U.S. Air 
Force, took his fi rst shot at 
showcasing research by ana-
lyzing which methods and ma-
terials work best in harvesting 
fog to provide clean drinking 
water to low-income countries.
 “This was a fi rst for me 
being introduced to the ac-
ademic research method, 
and I had a fantastic mentor 
to guide me along the way,” 
said Davis, who previously 
attended Texas A&M Uni-
versity. When he’s not trav-
eling on military duty, Davis 
studies electrical engineering 
at San Jacinto College and 
plans to transfer to the Uni-
versity of Houston. “My next 
phase of research is to create 
robotics that can sense and 
interact with their environ-
ment.” Davis took home an 
honorable mention award for 
his poster at the San Jacinto 
College Undergraduate Re-
search Symposium.

 Katherine Larson’s research 
on food allergies has already 
appeared in the Journal of Pe-
diatric Health Care. Larson is 
a San Jacinto College student 
working on her post-baccalau-
reate prerequisites to apply to a 
physician assistant school. The 
former third-grade teacher dis-
played research on severe food 
allergies and the gradual intro-
duction of specifi c foods for 
desensitization.
 Karime Abdeljalek, who is 
studying to become a chemi-
cal engineer, recently trav-
eled to Oklahoma to present 
her research, which is spon-
sored by Microsoft. Abdel-
jalek’s research showcased 
a chemistry toolbox headset, 
complete with an element 
builder and molecule builder. 
 Sara McAda and Marvin 
Valverde returned to the re-
search presentation circuit 
to showcase their work from 
their summer internships at 
Rice University. McAda’s 
poster titled “Utilizing Mi-
tochondrial Dysfunction in 

Cancer Therapeutics” took 
fi rst place for poster presen-
tation at the San Jacinto Col-
lege Undergraduate Research 
Symposium; and Valverde’s 
poster, “Characterization 
of Shewanella oneidensis 
SO0839 Transcription Fac-
tor,” captured second place 
for poster presentation and 
honorable mention for the 
oral presentation segment of 
the symposium.
 Additional award recip-
ients at the San Jacinto Col-
lege Undergraduate Research 
Symposium included honor-
able mentions for poster pre-
sentations to Huan Tran, An-
gelica Calzoncinth, Jessica 
Cervantes, Taylor Carnahan, 
Jorge Montoya and Jubayer 
Moyen; fi rst place award for 
oral presentation to Taylor 
Carnahan; and an honorable 
mention for oral presentation 
to Dayoung Kim.
 For more information 
about STEM education and re-
search at San Jacinto College, 
visit sanjac.edu/stem-council.

Clear Brook selected to host TEDx event
 Clear Brook High School 
students have “ideas worth 
spreading,” which is the ob-
jective and inspiration be-
hind TED and TEDx-sanc-
tioned events. 
 Based on a proposal and 
application submitted by the 
campus, Clear Brook High 
School was offi cially noti-
fi ed in August that they were 
approved and the school 
would be the site of a TEDx 
event.
 TEDxClearBrookHigh-
School is scheduled for May 
22 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Al-
though attendance is limit-
ed, the presentations will be 
streamed live for those who 
want to tune into the speak-
ers’ talks. 

 Once the school received 
notifi cation of its TEDx se-
lection, campus adminis-
tration began a presenter 
search campaign whereby 
students submitted short vid-
eos pitching their ideas and 
topics relating to the theme, 
“The Choice Is Ours.” More 
than 50 students submitted 
videos. In the end, the selec-
tion committee chose seven 
presenters from Clear Brook 
High School, one from West-
brook Intermediate School 
and two alternates.
 The following are the 
student presenters selected 
based on their video submis-
sions:
 Fizza Dhanani, Why I No 
Longer Have Shame to Bury;

 Claire Tichy, Steps to 
Building Your Comfort with 
Failure;
 Braden Hoefer, The Sim-
plicity of Saving Energy;
 Christa Westheimer, The 
New Normal;
 Syamantak Payra, Inno-
vation Nation;
 Jyothi Manoj (Westbrook 
Intermediate), Can You Stop 
a Mass Murder?;
 Smiti Gandhi, Living En-
ergy: Using Bioluminescent 
Bacteria in Solar Cells; and
 Chanmarie Un, Culture: 
The Silent Struggle of Immi-
grated Americans.
 “Clear Brook High 
School has a deep culture of 
research and is a place where 
students have great ideas that 

have come out of their high 
school experience,” said Mi-
chael Harris, Clear Brook 
High School teacher and 
TEDx event organizer. “The 
TEDx opportunity is espe-
cially exciting because it will 
provide a wider platform for 
students to share these ideas 
and unique perspectives with 
others in the school, within 
the district and beyond.”
 For a preview of sever-
al of the selected speakers 
and their topics, visit www.
ccisd.net/tedxclearbrookh
ighschool.
 To tune into the Clear 
Brook High School TEDx 
Livestream event on May 22, 
visit http://clearbrook.ccisd.
net.

Through the Aerospace Academy at San Jacinto College, 
Eric Mendez has had opportunities with the National 
Aerospace Scholars program, the Texas Space Grant 
Consortium Design Challenge team competition and the 
San Jacinto College Honors Program. He currently works 
at Space Center Houston and will intern with NASA at the 
Langley Research Center near Washington, D.C.
 Photo by Jeannie Peng Mansyur

Mendez eyes career with NASA
 Eric Mendez would de-
scribe his former self as a high 
school football player focused 

on the fi eld rather than in the 
classroom. However, all that 
changed after he attended an 

Aerospace Academy event at 
San Jacinto College and found 
his possibilities to be as end-
less as outer space.
 Mendez realized his love 
for mathematics and physics 
starting in college and began 
visiting the College’s Artifi -
cial Intelligence Technology 
labs where he learned more 
about the Aerospace Acad-
emy. Now, two years later, 
Mendez has a college résumé 
listing the National Aero-
space Scholars program, a 
Texas Space Grant Consor-
tium Design Challenge team 
competition, the San Jacinto 
College Honors program, a 
job at Space Center Houston, 
and a NASA internship at 
the Langley Research Center 
near Washington, D.C.
 “This has all been kind of 
overwhelming. I went from 
not being involved to having 
all of these doors open for me 
with NASA,” said Mendez, 
who completed a Texas Space 
Grant Consortium project this 
semester under the guidance 
of San Jacinto College pro-
fessor Nate Wiggins. As part 
of the Design Challenge team, 
Mendez researched a mesh 
network to help support a 
healthy environment for astro-
nauts. He was also selected as 
a National Aerospace Scholar 
to learn of past, present and 
future Mars missions through 
a fi ve-week online class and a 
three-day on-site workshop at 
NASA-Johnson Space Center.
 Dr. Janis Fowler, director 
of the Aerospace Academy, 
said part of the mission of 
the Aerospace Academy is 
to fi nd students like Mendez 

and cultivate their interest of 
the aerospace industry and 
NASA by identifying avail-
able resources to aid their ed-
ucational journey.
 “There is a focus on space 
commercialization right now, 
and the projects and opportu-
nities around this are grow-
ing,” said Fowler. “It’s very 
important we start educat-
ing students early about the 
STEM research and work be-
ing done in the aerospace in-
dustry today. A moon-based 
station and the journey to 
Mars are opening up new sci-
ence questions and engineer-
ing challenges that the future 
generation will need to solve.”
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege Aerospace Academy 
provides science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math 
(STEM)-based educational 
experiences for students en-
rolled in P-20 educational 
organizations. Its primary 
objectives include increasing 
interest and engagement for 
participation and retention of 
historically undeserved and 
underrepresented K-12 youth 
in STEM careers - enhancing 
the pipeline of highly skilled, 
technical workers for the 
aerospace industry through 
collaborations.
 The Aerospace Academy 
pursues research projects, 
space education, and schol-
arship opportunities for San 
Jacinto College students each 
year as well as hosts summer 
STEM camps for K-12 stu-
dents.
 For more information, vis-
it sanjac.edu/aerospace-acade
my.

Jessup Elementary’s Martin wins giveaway
 A Wedo 2.0 Core Lego 
Set will soon be part of Eliz-
abeth Martin’s classroom at 

Jessup Elementary thanks 
to Horace Mann’s Honoring 
Mentors, Teacher Apprecia-

CDA games party returns
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Mother of Unity #2292 annual games party 
and luncheon returns on Wednesday, June 20, and invites members of the community to at-
tend for a day of fun. Tickets are $15 and will not be sold at the door. The day begins at 10:30 
a.m. and will end at 2:30 p.m. Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m., if the cooks in the purple 
shirts working in the kitchen remember to wear their running shoes. Lunch will consist of a 
taco salad and all the trimmings, chips, fl autas, tea, coffee and cake for dessert. Sodas will be 
on sale at an extra cost as will extra dessert to munch on throughout the day.
 There will be game prizes, door prizes, raffl e prizes and an opportunity to win one of 
eight gift baskets. Spread the word, bring friends and family, but call now before tickets are 
gone. Contact Emily Garcia at 281-725-7871 for tickets and Carolyn Friend at 281-484-
4170 for information about the Catholic Daughters.

Knights of Columbus Council 9201 at St. Luke the Evangelist awarded 
scholarships to 12 young people on May 12. Shown are, left to right, 
Kyle Mamitag; Gilbert Ramos, Grand Knight; Marvin Villatoro; Jer-
emy Tajonera; Hannah Tristan; Andrew Vu; Adamaris Ceja; Angela 
Nguyen; and Val Comeaux, scholarship committee chairman. Not pic-
tured are Angelica Cervantes Cazares, Brandon Eifert, Lori Guerin, 

Knights of Columbus Council 9201 awards scholarships

Ruben Perez and Benjamin Salazar. Perez and Tristan are grandchil-
dren of past grand knights Jack Aleman and Victor Gomez. A total of 
$10,500 in scholarships were awarded in memory of deceased knights 
Kyle Keough and Cesar Naguit. Funds were obtained through fund-
raisers and through the generosity of families and friends of the de-
ceased Knights. Photo by Maxene Mamitag

tion Giveaway.
 During Teacher Appreci-
ation Week, Horace Mann 

CCEF seeks nominees for awards
 Nominations are being accepted for annual awards for Dis-
tinguished Clear Creek Independent School District Alumni, 
CCISD Superstars and the Dennis Johnson Memorial Small 
Business Award. Recipients are selected by the Clear Creek Edu-
cation Foundation. The Distinguished Alumni award is presented 
to a CCISD graduate who has excelled in his or her profession 
and has made a signifi cant contribution to the community. The 
Superstar is an individual who has made exceptional contribu-
tions that benefi ted the district. The nominee may or may not be a 
CCISD graduate. The Dennis Johnson Memorial Small Business 
Award will go to an individual who has made exceptional contri-
butions that benefi t the district and community as a small business 
owner. To fi nd nomination forms, visit www.ClearCreekEduca-
tionFoundation.org. 
 Nominations must be submitted by Aug. 1. Nominations 
may be mailed to Clear Creek Education Foundation, P.O. Box 
1631, League City, TX 77574, or emailed to Krichardson@Clear
CreekEducationFoundation.org. Awards will be presented at the 
annual gala Saturday, Nov. 3, at South Shore Harbour Resort.

Shaar Hashalom organizes 
this year’s Bites of the Bay
 Once one decides to go 
out to eat there’s always the 
dilemma about the kind of 
food to get: will it be Italian? 
maybe Mediterranean fi ts the 
mood better? or maybe one 
is not familiar with all the 
restaurants in Clear Lake? 
Well, “The fastest way to 
become familiar with some 
of the best dining establish-
ments in your area is an Ep-
icurean event,” says Ron 
Zaguli, Congregation Shaar 
Hashalom’s past president.
 Indeed, Sunday, May 27,  
will be the one day when one 
will not have to wrestle with 

these questions.
 For the 10th year, Con-
gregation Shaar Hashalom 
is organizing the Epicurean 
event called Bites of the Bay. 
Attendees of the event are 
treated to a special afternoon 
for a taste of Italian, Asian, 
Australian and more cuisines, 
even American food – all un-
der one roof, with one low 
admission.
 Bites of the Bay also in-
cludes a silent auction and 
music, and will feature nu-
merous local venues with a 
huge variety of foods and 
desserts.

 Bites of the Bay will take 
place at the League City Civ-
ic Center, 400 W. Walker in 
League City from 4 to 7 pm. 
Free parking will be avail-
able. 
 Admission tickets are $18 
for adults and youth 13 years 
and older and $12 for ages 
6-12. Children 5 years old 
and under are admitted free.
 The entire community is 
invited. 
 Call Congregation Shaar 
Hashalom at 281-488-5861 
for tickets and information, 
or email csh@shaarhasha
lom.org.

thanked educators by pro-
viding them with the op-
portunity to win up to $500 
toward a DonorsChoose.org 
project. 
 “We believe in helping all 
educators fi nd solutions to 
achieve fi nancial success,” 
said Horace Mann President 
and CEO Marita Zuraitis. 
“By connecting educators to 
DonorsChoose.org, we can 
help reduce educators’ per-
sonal classroom expenses 
and put those savings toward 
their fi nancial goals.” 
 “Educators are always 
looking for the best ways 
to reach their students, and 

often spend their money to 
do that,” said Horace Mann 
agent Geri Borel. “We hope 
to help educators achieve 
two goals: giving their stu-
dents the best possible tools 
to learn and identifying per-
sonal savings to invest in 
their futures.”
 Martin, who is a dyslex-
ia teacher at Jessup, plans to 
use the Wedo 2.0 Core Lego 
Set to make two Robotics 
teams and give the students 
an opportunity to compete in 
area competitions.
 For more information on 
Teacher Appreciation Week, 
visit horacemann.com.
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Get Your Tickets Today!
JULY 12 - 22

Buy Tickets: 
Ticketmaster.com

800-745-3000
NRG Stadium Box Office 

MARVELUNIVERSELIVE.COM

NOW ENROLLING!

We are currently admitting children from 3 months to 
5 years of age (birthdays after September 1st). Our  
program is standards-based and offers meaningful  

learning experiences within a Catholic setting. We aim
to prepare your child for their elementary and

Catholic school education.

We offer multiple extended care options to meet your
scheduling needs including our Pre-K4 bridge to
Kindergarten class and our after school care for

students enrolled in neighboring elementary schools.

For more information, go to www.stlukesecc.com or
contact the ECC directly at (281) 741-7497
email eccregistrar@stlukescatholic.com

stlukesecc.com

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

J. Frank Dobie High School has named its varsity cheerleaders for 
the 2018-2019 school year. Shown are, left to right, (front row) Laila 
Hernandez, Maya Scott, Madelyn Spray, Bailee Dang, Michelle Kel-
ley, Katherine Belle, Victoria Ayala, Bianca Galindo, Olga Cisneros, 

Dobie names varsity cheerleaders for 2018-2019

(back row) Alayna Murillo, Valarie Gonzalez, Sara Otwell, Andres 
Melchor, Andrew Salas, Alan Nguyen, Victoria Nunez, Jeimmy Sali-
nas and Briana Loredo.
 Photo by Amy Otwell

Continued from Page 1A
continue this practice with 
future fi fth-graders after 
his retirement. 
 A celebration was re-
cently held in Shannon’s 
honor at Weber.
 Many of his past and 
present colleagues gath-
ered together in wishing 
him congratulations on his 
42 years of teaching and 
much success on his new 
adventure in retirement. To 
commemorate Shannon’s 
stellar career, Weber staff 
and faculty registered a 
star named “Mickey’s All-
Star” with the online star 
registry.
 “After 42 years of 
teaching, I have former 
students who are doctors 
and lawyers, fi remen and 
policemen, cruise ship di-
rectors, CFOs and CEOs, 
as well as those still strug-
gling to fi nd their place,” 
Shannon said. “My great-
est joys are when former 
students reach out to me 
and share their current life, 
loves and concerns. There 
are very few students I 
have not loved, and I feel 
most have loved me. I am 
a happy man.”

Shannon retires after 42 years of teaching at CCISD

Shown above with Mickey (center) are Cheryl Chaney (left), 
Weber principal; and Nuri Gonzalez, Weber assistant prin-
cipal.

Shown with Mickey is his wife, Gwen Shannon.
 Photos by Vanessa Diggs

 Understanding the Nation-
al Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) policy is an important 
part of preparation for hurri-
cane season.
 NFIP offers two types of 
coverage for homeowners: 
building property coverage up 
to $250,000 and contents cov-
erage up to $100,000.
 A standard fl ood insurance 
policy pays for the replace-
ment cost of home or the actu-
al cash value of damages, up to 
the policy limit. 
 Flood insurance, unlike 
some homeowner policies, 
does not have a guaranteed re-
placement cost policy that will 
pay above the liability limit.
 Policies pay out to poli-
cyholders based on either the 
replacement cost value or the 
actual cash value. 
 The type of claim deter-
mines how the claim is adjust-
ed. The replacement cost value 
is the cost to repair or replace 
a part of the home that is dam-
aged, with a deduction for 
wear and tear. 
 For homeowners to be eli-
gible for the replacement cost 
value, they must meet three 
conditions:
 A home must be a sin-
gle-family dwelling;
 The insured home must be 
the principle residence at the 
time of loss, meaning the in-
sured live there 80 percent of 
the year; and
 The amount of fl ood in-
surance for building coverage 
must be at least 80 percent 
of the full replacement cost 
of your home, or be the max-
imum amount of insurance 
available for the property un-
der NFIP.
 The actual cash value is the 
replacement cost value, less 

depreciation for physical wear 
and tear.
 Some items such as appli-
ances and carpeting are always 
adjusted at the actual cash val-
ue. Personal property is always 
adjusted at the actual cash val-
ue.
 Texans can go to www.
facebook.com/FEMA Har 
vey/, https://twitter.com/fe
maregion6 and www.fema.
gov/disaster/4332 throughout 
May to learn how NFIP can 
protect them from disaster. 
 Texas NFIP 2018 is a whole 
month dedicated to sharing tips 
with Texans about how they 
can prepare themselves and 
their homes for hurricane sea-

son. Use #TXNFIP18 to fi nd 
information online and share 
with your friends and family.
 For Texas disaster mitiga-
tion information, visit www.
fema.gov/texas-disaster-mit
igation and for additional in-
formation about mitigation, 
visit www.fema.gov/what-mit
igation. 
 For information on pro-
tecting properties from disas-
ter, visit www.fema.gov/pro-
tect-your-property.
 For information on Hurri-
cane Harvey and Texas recov-
ery, visit the Texas Division of 
Emergency Management web-
site at https://www.dps.texas.
gov/dem/.

Continued from Page 1A
stitute’s College Excellence 
Program. “Through distinc-
tive efforts to coach faculty on 
improving learning practices, 
develop clearing degree path-
ways and maintain excellent 
connections to employers that 
offer good jobs, San Jacinto 
College is rapidly improving 
the success rates of its very di-
verse student body.”
 San Jacinto College stands 
out as one of the nation’s top 
community colleges for many 
reasons, including:
 • A 33 percent increase in 
credentials awarded over the 
past fi ve years;
 • Five years after gradu-
ating, San Jacinto College’s 
2010 graduates earned 28 per-
cent more than all other work-
ers in the region;
 • Innovative practices ded-
icated to improving student 
learning, such as permanent 
department chairs working 
closely with faculty members 
to assess learning techniques 
and improve course comple-
tion which are factors in facul-
ty performance reviews; and
 • Development of clear 
pathways for every degree, 
aligned with local employer 
needs and projected job growth 
in health care, the petrochemi-
cal industry and other fi elds
 Community colleges today 
enroll about 40 percent of all 
U.S. undergraduates – 6 mil-
lion students – who are work-
ing toward earning degrees and 
certifi cates. Improving student 
success across the more than 
1,100 community colleges in 
the U.S. is critical to national 
efforts to develop talent and 
enable individual social mobil-
ity because:
 • Community colleges dis-
proportionately enroll low-in-
come and minority students 
enrolled in college today;
 • Community college grad-
uation rates remain fl at, with 
fewer than 40 percent of all 
entering students earning a 
degree and/or transferring to a 
four-year college or university; 
and
 • A college degree today is 
more important than ever be-
fore. Recent research shows 
that out of the 11.6 million jobs 
created in the post-recession 
economy, 11.5 million require 
a college education
 The 10 Aspen Prize fi nal-
ists have achieved strong and 
improving student success 
rates in very different contexts 
– they are from rural and urban 
areas; serve demographically 
different student bodies; and 
offer a varied mix of techni-
cal workforce and academic 
transfer programs. These 10 
institutions offer proof that 
every community college 
can achieve higher levels of 
success for students while in 
school and after they graduate.
 The 2019 Aspen Prize fi -
nalists (listed in alphabetical 
order):
 • Broward College – Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla.
 • CUNY Kingsborough 
Community College – Brook-

lyn, N.Y.
 • Indian River State College 
– Fort Pierce, Fla.
 • Miami Dade College – 
Miami, Fla.
 • Mitchell Technical Insti-
tute – Mitchell, S.D.
 • Odessa College – Odessa, 
Texas
 • Palo Alto College – San 
Antonio, Texas
 • Pasadena City College – 
Pasadena, Calif.
 • Pierce College at Fort 
Steilacoom – Lakewood, 
Wash.
 • San Jacinto College – Pas-
adena, Texas
 During the remainder of 
2018, the Aspen Institute will 
complete a rigorous review 
process that includes exam-
ination of data on learning, 
graduation, workforce and 
equitable outcomes for all stu-
dents as well as multi-day site 
visits to each of the 10 fi nalist 
institutions. In early 2019, a 
distinguished prize jury will 
select a grand prize winner, 
fi nalists-with-distinction and a 
rising star.
 The 2017 Aspen Prize for 
Community College Excel-
lence was awarded to Lake 

Area Technical Institute in Wa-
tertown, South Dakota. Previ-
ous Prize winners also include: 
Santa Fe College, Gainesville, 
Fla. (2015); Santa Barbara 
City College, Santa Barbara, 

Calif., and Walla Walla Com-
munity College, Walla Walla, 
Wash. (co-winners 2013); Va-
lencia College, Orlando, Fla. 
(2011). Former Prize winners 
are not eligible to reapply.

SJC named a top-10 school

Flood insurance explained

Houston Symphony at Dobie
 The Houston Symphony will be performing at J. Frank 
Dobie High School as part of its annual “Sounds Like Fun” 
community concert series on Friday, June 8, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the school’s auditorium. 
 There will be pre-performance activities for kids such 
as the instrument petting zoo at 6:30 p.m. 
 The concert is designed for people of all ages, is free 
and is open to the public.

Library friends seek items
 
 The Friends of Parker Williams Branch Library, located 
at 10851 Scarsdale, is seeking donations of current, gently 
used fi ction and nonfi ction books, especially adult soft-
backs, pocket books and children’s books. 
 CDs and DVDs will also be accepted. 
 The items will be sold to fund summer programs and 
other expenses.

Free karate 
self-defense 

classes
 
 The American Society of 
Karate offers free one-hour 
self-defense and martial arts 
classes for ages 13-80 at the 
Sagemont Community Cen-
ter, 11507 Hughes, on Fri-
days at 7:30 p.m. through 
May 25. 
 For more information, 
email Michael.Alonzo@
ASKKarate.com or call 
281-788-5930. 

Support 
South Belt Leader 

advertisers

Harris County Precinct 1 Commissioner Rodney Ellis’ 
offi ce recently recognized the organizers of the South 
Belt-Spectacular Cook-off for their efforts in hosting 
the annual event at El Franco Lee Park April 26-28. The 
Leader would also like to give a huge “thank you” to 
the Southeast Volunteer Fire Department for all its hard 
work throughout the event. Precinct 1 Community Aide 

County recognizes cook-off organizers

David Matthews (center) is shown above presenting the 
award. Shown with Matthews above receiving the hon-
or are, left to right, Dean Baier (SVFD), Marie Flick-
inger (South Belt-Ellington Leader), Lt. Mike Kritzler 
(Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce), Troy Johnson (Precinct 
1 Parks Department), Lt. Earl Dean (Harris County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce) and Chief Chuck Tylka (SVFD).
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an advantage over other grad-
uating high school seniors that 
translates to higher paying job 
opportunities and better prepa-
ration for college.”
 According to Clear Hori-
zons Principal J. Brett Lemley, 
more students earned dual-di-
plomas this year than in any 
previous year to date. Lemley 
said 95 out of 96 total seniors 
took home both honors. (One 
student graduated early this 
past December.) By compari-
son, last year, only 85 of 102 
senior earned dual-diplomas.
 More scholarships were 
also earned this year than ever 
before, Lemley said. Near-
ly $4 million in scholarships 
were offered to 94 graduating 
students. In all, students were 
accepted into more than 40 

universities across the country.
 The students earned a 
combined 6,100 credit hours 
and 18,000 service learning 
hours, which are accumulated 
through internships and by do-
ing community service or vol-
unteering.
 “It’s amazing,” Lemley 
said. “You give (the students) 
a little autonomy and get out 
of the way, and they’ll soar. 
They’ll fl y high. I’m amazed 
every year.”
 This sentiment is shared by 
CCISD Superintendent Greg 
Smith.
 “Dr. Hellyer (San Jacinto 
College Chancellor Dr. Bren-
da Hellyer) and I were trying 
to give words of inspiration to 
these students, when in real-
ity, it is they who inspire us,” 
Smith said.

Clear Horizons ...
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

Receive Home 
Inspection with 

Estimate of Value 
At No Charge "The Company You'll Keep"

Neighbors Helping Neighbors!
CALL TODAY!

BUYING or SELLING ?

We will SELL your home FAST!

Celebrating 
48 Years

of Serving 
Our 

Community

Cosmetic, Implants and
General Dentistry

Bring ad for free whitening after a
new patient exam, xrays, and cleaning.

10950 Resource Parkway
Suite C

(Near Memorial Southeast Hospital)

281-481-0056
Dr. Angel Román

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*M*MONTHLYONTHLY UUNLIMITED WWASH PPLANS (P(PER VVEHICLE)

$35$

y*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/27/18.

$29$

y*Monthly

$20$

y*Monthly

LUBE • SERVICE 
REPAIR • CARWASH

NOW HIRING

CAR WASH PERSONNEL

Under New Ownership!Under New Owners !!
Locally Owned and Operated!Locally Owned andd OOOOOOpppppp tttedd!!!

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm, Sun. 9am - 5pm

Grand
Re-Opening Celebration 

Coming Soon

11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY (Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

SUMMER CAMP
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$130 WEEKLY FEE INCLUDES
• KARATE TRAINING
• FIELD TRIPS
• LASER TAG
• IMAX
• PUTT-PUTT
• BOWLING
• SKATING
• MOVIES
• WILD LIFE ZOO
• FROZEN TREATS
• & MUCH MORE

Dobie baseball program
sets Mantle league tryouts
 Dobie varsity baseball head coach Miguel Torres 
and his staff will host Mickey Mantle summer league 
baseball tryouts Monday, May 21, beginning at 4:15 
p.m. at the Longhorns’ fi eld.
 The tryout is open to incoming Dobie High School 
freshmen as of the 2018-2019 school year. Participants 
must bring their own bat, glove, cleats, etc. The Dobie 
Mickey Mantle squad will compete in games begin-
ning in June at Dobie and other surrounding schools.

Norman lands at C.E. King
 Former Dobie High 
School varsity football 
head coach Mike Norman 
has landed on the staff at 
C.E. King High School in 
the Sheldon ISD.
 Beginning in the 2018-
2019 school year, the 
Panthers will be part of 
District 21-6A along with 
Baytown Sterling, Beau-
mont West Brook, Chan-
nelview, Deer Park, North 
Shore and La Porte. 

 At King, Norman, who 
led the Dobie program 
from 2015 through 2017, 
will be an offensive as-
sistant and associate head 
coach.
 A longtime assistant 
at Pearland High School, 
Norman succeeded Jim 
Phillips at Dobie prior 
to 2015. The Longhorns 
reached the postseason 
that first year but have 
missed two straight.

Longhorns release 2018 schedule

Dobie varsity football star tailback Kris Morris (20), a starter for parts of 
three seasons to this point, will return for his final season in 2018 as the 
Longhorns kick off first-year head coach Kevin Berneathy’s tenure. At the 
varsity level, the Longhorns will play at Santa Fe (Indian Stadium) and at 
Bellaire (Butler Stadium) to open the 2018 campaign, then will play seven of 
their eight District 22-6A games at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena.

               Photo by David Flickinger

Johnson leads LSA nines
to state championship tilt
 Senior left-hander Kol-
by Johnson tossed a one-
hit shutout as the Lutheran 
South Academy varsity 
baseball team reached the 
state championship game 
with a 4-0 win over San 
Antonio Christian May 15 
at Crosby High School.
 With the win, the Pio-
neers advanced to the Tex-
as Association of Private 
and Parochial Schools’ 
Class 4A state champion-
ship game May 16, after 
press time. LSA last won 
the state title at the conclu-
sion of the 2015 season.
 Johnson dominat-
ed S.A. Christian on the 
mound and also homered 
in the first inning to give 
his team the only run it 
would need to win the state 
semifinal. With one out in 
the first inning, Johnson 

blasted a solo shot over 
the left field fence for a 
quick 1-0 lead.
 LSA tacked on insur-
ance runs three times 
during the game, with 
leadoff hitter Evan Buis-
son driving in a pair.
 Buisson was hit by 
a pitch with the bases 
loaded and later rocked 
an RBI triple as the Pio-
neers, winners of 30 of 
37 games this season, 
got within one win of the 
state championship.
 LSA began the post-
season with a 12-2, 13-2 
series sweep of San Anto-
nio Incarnate Word before 
beating rival Second Bap-
tist 3-2 to reach the state 
tournament.
 The Pioneers defeated 
Hyde Park in 2015 for the 
state championship.

Despite Region XIV setback,
SJC baseball eyes tourney title

 San Jacinto defeated 
host Angelina 11-4 to open 
the tournament and then 
sent Alvin to the loser’s 
bracket with a 4-1 win.
 Northeast Texas, how-
ever, made waves by de-
feating San Jacinto 7-6 
in extra innings, putting 
the Gators on the brink of 
elimination.
 Have no fear, however, 
as the Gators responded 
by first run-ruling Alvin 
16-6 in an elimination 
game. Thirty minutes lat-
er, SJC took to the field 
once more, eventually 
downing Northeast Texas 

 Only Northeast Tex-
as Community College 
stands in the way of anoth-
er trip to the JUCO World 
Series for the San Jacinto 
College baseball team.
 Then again, both Alvin 
and Northeast stood in 
SJC’s path the day before, 
only to be sent home with 
crushing defeats.
 At press time, San Ja-
cinto was going against 
Northeast Texas in a 
winner-take-all game to 
decide Region XIV’s Na-
tional Junior College Ath-
letic Association Division 
I World Series participant.

9-3 to force one last game.
 The Region XIV tour-
nament winner will ad-
vance to the Division I 
JUCO World Series later 
this month and into June 
in Grand Junction, Colo. 
 SJC, the top-ranked 
program in the Division 
I ranks on multiple oc-
casions this season, has 
finished as the national 
runner-up in each of the 
last two seasons and three 
times this decade.

Down goes Alvin
 In a do-or-go-home 
game against Alvin May 15,

Continued on Page 3B

 Dobie High School var-
sity baseball sophomore 
right-hander Daniel Gar-
za and teammate Justin 
Blogg have been selected 
to play in the 24th annu-
al Sophomore Sun Belt 
Tournament June 1-3, in 
Oklahoma City. 
 Team Texas will go 
against squads from Cana-
da, Oklahoma and Nebras-
ka at Dolese Park. 
 Garza and Blogg were 
two of 46 players cho-
sen for Team Texas from 
a pool of more than 100 
candidates. 
 The teams will in-
clude players from Class 
A through Class 6A from 
each of the state’s four re-
gions.
 The sophomores will 
be two of Dobie’s key re-
turnees next season as the 
Longhorns enter play in 
the revamped District 22-
6A ranks, which will in-
clude Atascocita, Humble, 
Kingwood and Summer 
Creek in addition to the 
Pasadena ISD schools. 
 Dobie, Atascocita, 
Humble (Class 5A), King-
wood and Summer Creek 
all reached the playoffs 
this season.

Dobie HS sophs
to play in Okla.

THE SOLD TEAM
281-464-SOLD (7653)
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

Over 3,000 Homes Sold!

BELLAVITA - Stunning 4-3-2, island kitchen, updated, new roof in 
2016 over 2800 sq. ft., Looks like a model home! #SLV 

THE PRESERVE - Gorgeous 4-4-2, Media/Game room, 12 ft ceilings, 
chef’s kitchen, builder upgrades. #PEP

SAGEMEADOW - Great 3-2-2, Huge den w/fp, ceramic tile, cul-de-
sac! #ORC

SAGEGLEN - Lovely 4-2.5-2 with pool! Both Formals, huge 
Bedrooms, Den w/ Fireplace, Beautiful Pool w/Rock Waterfall! # GLO

SAGEGLEN - Remodeled 4-2-2 one story, cul-de-sac. Looks Great!  #SWD

SOLD in 2 DAYS!
SOLD in 5 DAYS!

SOLD in 1 DAY!

Buying or Selling? 
Do What Moves You.

Shane Brown leaves JFD girls’ hoops post
At right, Dobie varsity 
girls’ basketball head 
coach Shane Brown 
(left) discusses a late-
game play with Lady 
Longhorns’ point 
guard Briasia Garza 
(1) late in the 2017-
2018 season. Brown 
would eventually guide 
the team to its second 
straight District 22-6A 
title and a bidistrict 
playoff round win. Ear-
lier this month, Brown 
elected to leave his 
role, exiting a program 
at Dobie that has been 
on the rise under his 
leadership. As for next 
season and beyond, the 
two-time defending 
22-6A champions will 
enter a new alignment 
that includes current 
District 21-6A cham-
pion Atascocita and 
Region III semifinalist 
Summer Creek. See 
story on Page 6B.

Photo by John Bechtle

Aug. 31 – at Santa Fe, 
7 p.m., Indian Stadium

Sept. 7 – at Bellaire, 
7 p.m., Butler Stadium

Sept. 22 – Summer 
Creek, 6 p.m., Veterans

Sept. 29 – Pasadena, 
7 p.m., Veterans

Oct. 5 – Humble, 
7 p.m., Veterans (HC)

Oct. 12 – Kingwood, 
7 p.m., Veterans

Oct. 20 – Humble, 
7 p.m., Turner 

Oct. 26 – Rayburn, 
7 p.m., Veterans

Nov. 2 – S. Houston, 
7 p.m., Veterans

Nov. 8 – Memorial, 
6 p.m., Veterans

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!
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San Jacinto College volleyballers land scholarships; to continue careers
By Jeannie Peng Mansyur

SJC Marketing
 The San Jacinto College 
volleyball team captured a 
slew of awards, ending the 
2017 season with all of 
the team’s roster signed to 
transfer and continue their 
collegiate education and 
volleyball careers.
 The 2017-2018 team 
included 10 sophomores 
and fi ve freshmen. All 15 
will transfer to continue 
their education, and most 
continuing to play while 
doing so.
 “Over the history of the 
program, we have seen 
numerous players trans-
fer with full scholarship 
offers to continue their 
educational and athletic 
goals,” said SJC head vol-
leyball coach Sharon Nel-
son. 
 “Consistently, year af-
ter year, if a player want-
ed to move on and play at 
the university level, then 
they had an opportunity to 
do so. San Jacinto College 

and its community have 
provided an amazing be-
ginning for their journey.”
 Nelson said she is proud 
of the college’s tradition 
of academic and athletic 
prowess throughout the 
program’s history. This 
season was no different. 
 Nine of the 15 mem-
bers consistently made 
the dean’s list, with many 
holding Phi Theta Kappa 
membership. 
 The sophomore class 
has nine of 10 graduat-
ing, and the entire team is 
transfer eligible. Nation-
ally, the program boasts 
three National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association 
Academic All Americans 
(GPA 3.6+), is a two-time 
NJCAA Academic Team 
of the Year (Team GPA 
+3.0), and is on pace to 
repeat as an American Vol-
leyball Coaches Associa-
tion Academic Team of the 
Year (Team GPA 3.25+).
 “We’ve been very 
blessed with focused, tal-

 The remaining fresh-
men will transfer to 
continue playing while 
achieving their academic 
goals. Radka Brichacko-
va, a dean’s list student, 
will play for Lee College; 
Destiny Leon will play for 
Marshall University; and 
Haley Nelson will play for 
Brookhaven College. 
 The San Jac volleyball 
team ended its last season 
with a 27-7 record, fi nish-
ing second in conference 
while weathering Hurri-
cane Harvey. 
 During the Harvey af-
termath, the team gave 
back to the community at 
a local Red Cross shelter 
and collected donations of 
water and supplies for hur-
ricane victims. 
 The season ended with 
the team ranked 12th in 
the NJCAA.
 On trying to summa-
rize the program’s impact 
and history Nelson said, 
“That’s practically impos-
sible to state. But I can tell 

ented and determined stu-
dent-athletes,” added Nel-
son. 
 “They have accom-
plished great things for 
many years. The transfer 
rate for our players over 
the history of the volley-
ball program is well into 
the 90 percent range.  
 “There have been a few 
players who had opportu-
nities to play on, but de-
cided to focus solely on 
their academic careers. 
Many of those went into 
nursing, some right here in 
our nationally recognized 
nursing program. 
 “The majority are just 
like this year’s team, who 
came to San Jac, found a 
home, jump started their 
academics with phenom-
enal professors, grew into 
confi dent women, and 
gained valuable experi-
ence for the next step of 
their journey. 
 “When you add the re-
gional and national athlet-
ic honors and the 100 per-

cent athletic opportunity 
to transfer and continue, 
you simply put a nice fi -
nal touch to the package 
that is San Jacinto College 
women’s volleyball.”
 Players MarKayla 
Dickie and Bradyn Rice 
both graduated early in 
December 2017 to trans-
fer to their universities of 
choice. 
 Dickie, a dean’s list 
student and Region XIV 
All-Academic Team se-
lection, will play for the 
University of Arkansas – 
Monticello. 
 Rice, a dean’s list stu-
dent and Region XIV 
All-Academic Team se-
lection, opted to trans-
fer to Sam Houston State 
University to further her 
studies. She will no longer 
play volleyball. 
 The San Jac volleyball 
Most Valuable Player, 
Madison Rhoder, signed 
with the University of Tul-
sa. 
 Rhoder’s awards during 

her freshman and sopho-
more years include Region 
XIV Player of the Year, 
NJCAA National Player 
of the Week for October 
23-29, 2017, All-Region 
XIV Region Tournament 
Team, First Team All-Re-
gion, NJCAA First Team 
All-American and AVCA 
Second Team All-Ameri-
can.
 Addie Bryant, a dean’s 
list student, All-Region 
player, two-time Libero 
of the Year and Lee Col-
lege All-Tournament team 
player, will play for the 
University of South Caro-
lina.
 Moerani Maire, All-Re-
gion XIV, two-time Setter 
of the Year, two-time First-
Team All-Region selection 
and Lee College All-Tour-
nament Team player, will 
play for Lamar University.
 San Jac’s Elena 
Hadzhieva, a dean’s list 
student and NJCAA Aca-
demic All-American, will 
play for Mid-America 

Christian University.
 Raven Oates, All-Re-
gion XIV and Lee Col-
lege Tournament MVP, 
will play for University 
of North Carolina-Pem-
broke.
 Margarita Buvinic, a 
dean’s list student and 
All-Region XIV, Region 
XIV All-Academic Team 
selection and NJCAA Ac-
ademic All-American, will 
play for Barry University.
 Mir Tillman, a dean’s 
list and Honor’s student 
and Region XIV All-Ac-
ademic Team selection, 
will play for Huston-Til-
lotson University.
 Savannah Sheridan, an 
All-Region award recip-
ient, is in the fi nal stages 
of narrowing her transfer 
university choices.
 Freshman Brenna 
Munsch will transfer to fo-
cus on her degree at Blinn 
College before moving on 
to a four-year university, 
and classmate Caitlin Pray 
will join the U.S. Army.

At right, members of 
the San Jacinto Col-
lege program gath-
ered one last time as a 
team to celebrate the 
players’ signing of let-
ters of intent to con-
tinue their education 
and playing careers 
elsewhere beyond the 
2017-2018 school year. 
Those players include, 
left to right, Destiny 
Leon (Marshall), Mir 
Tillman (Huston Til-
lotson), Margarita Bu-
vinic (Barry), Raven 
Oates (North Caroli-
na-Pembroke), Haley 
Nelson (Brookhaven), 
Madison Rhoder (Tul-
sa), Morerani Maire 
(Lamar) and Radka 
Brichackova (Lee Col-
lege). With the players 
are (standing) SJC as-
sistant volleyball coach 
Jeff Pearce and SJC 
head volleyball coach 
Sharon Nelson. 
Jeannie Peng-Mansyur photo

you my fi rst memory of 
San Jac was as an oppo-
nent walking into the pres-
ence of Ander’s Gym right 
after the San Jac volley-
ball team claimed the na-
tional title and when Sam 
Cassell roamed the hall-
ways of the Central cam-
pus.  
 “The presence of ‘San 
Jac Success’ literally sat 
on you when you entered 
the gym as an opponent, 
and you were already 
mentally beaten. 
 “Student-athlete after 
student-athlete developed 
that presence and confi -
dence here, and that is a 
powerful impact.”
 When the opportuni-
ty came in 2002, Nelson 
joined the San Jac volley-
ball program and said she 
has not regretted that de-
cision one time in her 16 
years.
 “It’s been a true honor 
to be a part of this pro-
gram,” she said. “Being 
provided the opportuni-

ty to help develop future 
leaders in a powerful pro-
gram, built by so many, 
was a dream come true. 
 “Although it is ending, 
I am incredibly blessed to 
have been on this journey 
at an amazing institution 
with phenomenal women 
who we had the opportuni-
ty to impact and who have 
changed my life forever.”
 The team won one na-
tional title in 1987, un-
der head coach Becky 
Lidolph, and has fi nished 
as national runner-up three 
times since the program 
began in 1974. 
 Between Lidolph 
(1981-2001) and Nelson 
(2002-2018), the program 
has recorded more than 
1,100 wins, including 20 
conference champion-
ships, seven conference 
runner-up fi nishes, 16 re-
gional championships and 
16 national tournament 
appearances.
 See more signees at 
www.sanjacsports.com.

At right, San Jacin-
to College volleyball 
player Elena Hadzhie-
va (seated), a dean’s 
list student at SJC 
and NJCAA Academ-
ic All-American, will 
continue her educa-
tion and playing ca-
reer at  Mid-America 
Christian University in 
Oklahoma City.  Those 
at the signing included, 
left to right, (standing) 
San Jacinto College as-
sistant volleyball coach 
Jeff Pearce and SJC 
volleyball head coach 
Sharon Nelson. The 
MACU program com-
petes in the National 
Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics and 
is led by fi rst-year head 
coach Faith Avalos. 
A native of Bulgaria, 
Hadzhieva played her 
freshman and sopho-
more seasons at SJC.
Jeannie Peng-Mansyur photos

At right, San Jacin-
to College volleyball 
player Addie Bryant 
(seated) will contin-
ue her education and 
playing career at  the 
University of South 
Carolina in Columbia.  
Those at the signing 
included SJC team-
mates, left to right, 
(front row) Madison 
Rhoder, Raven Oates,  
Moreira Maire, Mir 
Tillman, (back row)   
Radka Brichackova, 
Caitlin Pray, Savan-
nah Sheridan,  Mar-
garita Buvinic, Elena 
Hadzhieva, Brenna 
Munsch, Haley Nelson 
and Destiny Leon.

 The Thompson Intermediate coaching staff has scheduled a variety of camps and fi tness 
activities aimed at keeping fi rst-year and returning Lion athletes active this summer. 
 Parents must provide medical insurance coverage as the Pasadena ISD does not do so for 
these types of events.
Boot Camp – Available in three different 9 to 11 a.m. sessions, the Lions’ boot camp for 
boys and girls will include strength training, agility drills, tire work, stair climbing, ladder 
work, weight training, conditioning and more. The sessions are June 11-14, June 18-21 and 
June 25-July 28. Registration is $25 cash only per session ($25 for one session, $75 for all).  

Soccer Camp – The Lions’ July 9-12 soccer camp for boys and girls will include training 
in all phases of the game, including offensive and defensive alignments, conditioning, goal-
keeping, etc. Registration is $25 cash only per student. Camp hours are 9 to 11 a.m.

Basketball Camp – The Lions’ July 16-19 basketball camp for boys and girls will include 
training in all phases of the game, including offensive and defensive alignments, condition-
ing, passing, dribbling, rebounding, shooting, etc. Registration is $25 cash only per student. 
Camp hours are 9 to 11 a.m.

Volleyball Camp – The Lady Lions’ July 31-Aug. 3 volleyball camp for girls will include 
training in all phases of the game, including offensive and defensive alignments, condition-
ing, passing, hitting, serving, blocking, etc. Registration is $25 cash only per student. Camp 
hours are 9 to 11 a.m. 

Strength/Conditioning Camp – The Lions’ July 23-26 strength and conditioning camp for 
boys and girls will include strength training, agility drills, tire work, stair climbing, ladder 
work, weight training, conditioning and more. Registration is $25 cash only per student. 
Camp hours are 9 to 11 a.m.

Football Camp – The Lions’ July 30-Aug. 2 football camp will include strength training as 
well as drills in all phases of the game, including passing, receiving, ball carrying, tackling, 
defensive secondary work and more. Registration is $25 cash only per student. Camp hours 
are 9 to 11 a.m.

Aug. 10 – All football players, including incoming seventh-grade students, will pick up 
their football practice gear and pay a one-time $65 participation fee. All volleyball players, 
including incoming seventh-grade students, will pick up their practice gear and pay a one-
time $45 participation fee. Eighth-grade pickup time is 10 a.m. to noon, with seventh-grade 
pickup time to follow from 1 to 3 p.m.

Clear Brook youth girls’ basketball camp
 Clear Brook varsity girls’ basketball coach Garrett Hilton and his staff will host the Clear 
Brook Lady Wolverine basketball camp for incoming fi fth- through ninth-graders as of the 
2018-2019 school year. The camp will be held June 11-14 at Clear Brook High School. 
Enrollment fee is $90 before June 1 and $100 thereafter. Walk-up registration is $100. 
 The camp is available only to Clear Creek Independent School District students. Fami-
lies are also required to provide participants’ medical insurance. For more information, call 
Hilton at 817-504-4866 or direct email to him at ghilton@ccisd.net.

Summer camps, clinics, misc. notes



Thursday, May 17, 2018, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Section B, Page 3

THURSDAY, MAY 17
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the 
club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochs
ner@aol.com for details.

10 a.m
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 
713-856-1611. 

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A 
social group focused on the culture, music, heritage 
and language of Texas German immigrants. Meets the 
third Thursday, monthly, 6 p.m., Fellowship Hall of 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Visitors welcome. Email OpaGivesHugs@gmail.com 
for details.

6:30 p.m.
Harris County Master Gardeners – presents Insects 
In The Garden on Thursday, May 17, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Freeman Branch Library, 16616 Diana Lane. This is a 
free Harris County Master Gardener event. For details, 
visit https://hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/pubGreenThumb.
aspx or call 713-274-0950.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For 

details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.
7:30 p.m.

The Bay Area Writers’ League – Meets the first and 
third Thursdays monthly to improve writing skills, Barnes 
and Noble, 1029 W. Bay Area Blvd., 7:30 p.m. 
Newcomers welcome. 

FRIDAY, MAY 18
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, 
noon, Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 
12005 County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-
856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-
856-1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drinkers/
addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are 
not alone, and discover choices available. For details, 
call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MAY 19
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-
487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association – bluegrass music 
show and jam session on the third Saturday (except 
December.) Stage show is at 7 p.m. Pickers may bring 
instruments and come early. Free. Johnny Arolfo Civic 
Center, 300 Walker, League City. For details, visit http://
www.bayareabluegrass.org.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

SUNDAY, MAY 20
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a 
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter 
and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, 
call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to 
RSVP for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For 
details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For 
details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, MAY 21
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 - 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 
409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

10:30 a.m.
Seniors and Law Enforcement Together – SALT 
meetings are 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., Madison Jobe Senior 
Center, 1700 East Thomas St., in Pasadena on the third 
Monday. January meeting is on the second Monday. 
Meetings start timely and teach seniors how to avoid 
identity theft, scams, fraud, etc. Police officers and 
sheriffs may be in attendance. Free. Refreshments 
served. For details, call 713-477-0175.
 Continued on Page 4B
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After entering the third and fi nal round trailing California Baptist by a single 
stroke, the St. Mary’s University men’s golf team rallied to overtake California 
Baptist for the NCAA Division II West/South Central Regional championship 
— the fi rst in the program’s history — by four strokes May 9 at La Paloma 
Golf Club. Members of the Ratters’ team include, left to right, Alejandro Santi-

banez, Dobie High School graduate Ben Arnett, Emilio Gonzalez, Jake Steven-
son, Ryan Dixon and Eric Valenzuela. Gonzalez helped lead the Rattlers to the 
title, scoring the college’s fi rst-ever regional top fi nish. He lost in sudden death 
on the second playoff hole but still helped his team advance to nationals.

Trey Reed photo

 The NCAA regional 
championship trophy was 
hoisted May 9, but St. 
Mary’s University men’s 
golfer Eric Valenzue-
la traced its origins back 
much further.
 All the way back to 
August, in fact, when the 
team gathered for the very 
fi rst time in head coach 
Thomas Kearney’s offi ce.
  “We put together a 
game plan,” Valenzuela 
recalled, “and lived up to 
what we want to be on the 
golf course and as individ-
uals off the golf course. 
 When you do every-
thing right outside of 
golf, it’s easier on the golf 
course.
  “It’s just a testament to 
coach Thomas Kearney 
and what he’s done for this 
program.” A fact that was 
on full display as the Rat-
tlers closed in on history.
  After entering the third 
and fi nal round trailing 

California Baptist by a 
single stroke, St. Mary’s 
rallied to overtake Califor-
nia Baptist for the NCAA 
Division II West/South 
Central Regional champi-
onship — the fi rst in the 
program’s history — by 
four strokes at La Paloma 
Golf Club.
  Sophomore Emilio 
Gonzalez spearheaded the 
surge, climbing from three 
strokes back after Day 2 
to tie for fi rst place for the 
best individual regional 
fi nish in the team’s history. 
 Gonzalez lost a two-
hole playoff to Colorado 
Mines’ George Markham 
for the individual title, but 
that hardly mattered af-
terward to the sophomore 
from San Miguel, Mexico, 
considering what his team 
had just accomplished.
  “I was so excited for 
the guys — for us — 
more than anything that 
I guess the playoff didn’t 

really mean that much to 
me,” Gonzalez said with a 
chuckle. 
 “I knew (the playoff) 
was a big thing, and I gave 
my best.
  “The other guy just 
played a better second 
hole. When I lost the play-
off, I shook his hand and 
went straight to the boys. 
Inside, I was just so happy 
and so emotional.”  
  Senior Ben Arnett’s 
mind went to similar plac-
es as they gazed into the 
regional championship 
trophy, thinking of the 
long line of former Rattler 
teammates who helped 
pave the road to make this 
day possible.
 “I know a lot of people 
that have worked really 
hard to achieve this,” said 
Arnett, who is considered 
the best-ever boys’ golfer 
at Dobie High School.  
 “I’m extremely blessed 
that both Emilio and Eric 

have been here since (win-
ning regionals) has been 
the goal. It’s everything 
that I hoped it would be 
and more.”
 Gonzalez carded a 
4-under-par 67 May 9, 
fi nishing 5-under for the 
tournament. 
 Freshman Alejandro 
Santibanez turned in the 
team’s second-best perfor-
mance of the fi nal round, 
shooting a 1-over 72 to 
fi nish tied for 30th. 
  Valenzuela, a redshirt 
junior, shot 75 for a sec-
ond straight day, fi nishing 
tied for 15th. 
 Arnett and Ryan Dixon 
shot 80 and 76, respective-
ly, in the fi nal round.
 “We didn’t play spe-
cial,” Arnett said. “We just 
hung in there. We man-
aged our games very well 
today.”
 Which made his coach 
especially proud. 
 “I’m so proud of the 

guys this week,” Kearney 
said. 
 “We set some very am-
bitious goals at the begin-
ning of this season, and 
getting to the NCAA Na-
tional Championship al-
lows us to tick off another 
one of those boxes.  
 “We have a very young 
and hungry group, and it’s 
been wonderful to watch 
their growth and develop-
ment throughout the sea-
son.”
 Next up for the Rattlers 
is the NCAA National 
Championship, held May 
22-25 at the RTJ Fighting 
Joe in Muscle Shoals, Ala-
bama. 
 The last time the Rat-
tlers played the course, 
they fi nished third at 
the National Preview in 
March. 
 Previously, the pro-
gram’s best team fi nish 
at regionals was second 
place (2006), while the top 

individual fi nish was Luke 
Antonelli’s second-place 
performance in 2003.  
 “We are not done yet!” 
Kearney said. “We’ll now 
take a day or two off, and 
then get back to work 
in preparation for Ala-
bama.  
 “It’s a course we en-
joyed playing during the 
National Preview in March 
as it suits our strengths 
very well. We can’t wait to 
get there!”
 A sentiment his players 
share.
  “Holding the regional 
championship trophy is 
awesome, but we’re not 
done yet,” Valenzuela said. 
 “Obviously, the main 
goal is the national cham-
pionship. We’re excited to 
represent St. Mary’s on 
the bigger stage going for-
ward.
  “We’ve got to get back 
on the grind and take on 
Alabama.”

Dobie grad Arnett helps St. Mary’s secure regional golf title

Dobie football to host May 19 dodgeball tourney
 The Dobie High School football program will host a fun-filled dodgeball tour-
nament Saturday, May 19, at the Dobie 9 campus. All Dobie students who provide  
their campus identification card are eligible to compete. The fee is $10 per player, 
and teams will consist of five girls and five boys. Those interested may contact Do-
bie football booster club member Gloria Wallace via email at gloria.wallace73@
gmail.com. 

Rising Stars registering
 The Rising Stars Track Club, the South Belt area’s longstanding youth program, 
is currently accepting registration and is conducting preseason workouts at the Do-
bie High School track. Team coaches are hosting workouts each Wednesday and 
Friday, from 4:45 p.m. to dark, Saturdays from noon to 2 p.m. and Sundays from 
3 to 5 p.m. Both returning and fi rst-year team members may register at any of the 
workout sessions. 

Seahawks FB signing up
 The Blackhawk Seahawks youth football program, complete with drill team 
and cheerleading squads, is currently registering boys and girls ages 5 to 12 years 
old, for the 2018 fall season. The cost is $200 each for football players and $350 
each for drill team and cheerleader members. The Blackhawk Seahawks are mem-
bers of the Texas Intercity Football Inc. (TIFI) and play their home games at Dobie 
High School. To register youths, visit the team website at www.leaguelineup.com/
blackhawkseahawks. For additional information, call team president Lisa Sanchez 
at 832-969-8542.

Local sports news, notes

24-6A Varsity Softball
2018 All-District Honorees

Most Valuable Player
Rachel Hertenberger, Alvin

Coach of the Year
David McCorkle, Alvin

Newcomer of the Year
Demi Elder, Clear Springs

First Team Selections
P – Kelly Maxwell, Clear Springs
C – Madison Petrella, Clear Creek
1B – Kendall Cross, Friendswood
2B – Mallory Langford, Clear Springs

3B – Brianna Aranzeta, Clear Creek

SS – Patricia Yarotsky, Friendswood

OF – Hannah Crawford, Clear Springs

OF – Christiana Winger, Clear Brook

OF – Avery Heam, Alvin

OF – Reagan Jones, Friendswood

Util. – Kaylee Thomas, Clear Springs

DP – Chelsi Olvera, Clear Falls

At-large – Baylee Klingler, Dickinson

At-large – Meagan Lee, Clear Creek

JUCO baseball – San Jac nears national tournament;
winner-take-all game against Northeast to decide R14 
Continued from Page 1B
San Jacinto College came 
out swinging its bats, 
building a 5-0 lead and 
eventually sending Alvin 
packing with a 16-6 victo-
ry at Roadrunner Park.
 Luke Matheny, son 
of St. Louis Cardinals 
manager Mike Matheny, 
moved to 7-1 this season, 
going 5 1/3 innings on the 
hill for the win. 
 There were many he-
roes in the game, but it 
was Peter Zimmerman 
who delivered the big 
blow.
 With his team already 
comfortably in front, Zim-
merman rocked a walk-off 
grand slam in the bottom 
of the seventh inning to 

end the festivities.
 Matt  Goodheart, start-
ing what was a big day 
at the plate, was 4 for 4, 
scoring two runs and driv-
ing in a pair of runs.
 Alerick Soularie was 
also huge for the Gators, 
going 2 for 3 with a run 
scored and two RBIs.
 Zimmerman, who had 
two hits in fi ve at-bats, 
scored two runs.

Evening the score
 Vanquishing Alvin, San 
Jacinto next turned its at-
tention to Northeast Tex-
as, coming up with a 9-3 
victory to send the Region 
XIV tournament to a fi nal 
winner-take-all game.
 San Jacinto College ace 
Jacob Cantleberry went to 

the hill for the Gators and 
was spectacular. In seven 
innings of work, Cantle-
berry fanned 10 to earn the 
victory. Two other reliev-
ers pitched an inning each 
to close out the win.
 Soularie, Sergio Macias 
and Herbert Iser all rocked 
home runs to lift the of-
fense.
 Soularie homered, dou-
bled and drove in a pair of 
runs while scoring twice.
 Macias had three hits, 
scored twice and drove in 
three runs. He also hom-
ered and doubled.
 Iser had just one hit in 
fi ve at-bats, but it was a 
big three-run homer that 
aided the cause.
 Goodheart had three 

hits in the game and 
scored three times from 
the lead-off spot.
 The win made up for a 
7-6 loss to Northeast Tex-
as the day before, a game 
that lasted 11 innings and 
sent the four-time defend-
ing tournament champi-
ons into the loser’s bracket 
with three games to win.

SJC 4
Alvin 1

 Things came together 
for San Jacinto College 
against longtime Region 
XIV foe Alvin.
 In a second-round win-
ner’s bracket game, the 
Gators led 4-0 entering 
the ninth inning. The Dol-
phins scored one run late, 
but SJC went on to win 

4-1. Jacob Matheny, dou-
bled among his two hits 
and drove in two runs.
 Macias had two hits 
and drove in a run, and 
Soularie scored a pair of 
runs and drove in another.
 San Jacinto College 
starting pitcher Devon 
Roedahl made a bid for 
the complete-game shut-
out but went 8 2/3 innings, 
striking out 10 along the 
way. He allowed four hits 
and a run in his outing.
 Roedahl, who im-
proved to 8-0 this season, 
watched as Aaron George 
recorded the fi nal out for 
the save.

SJC 4
Alvin 1

 The Gators coasted to 

an easy 11-4 victory over 
Angelina in the tourna-
ment opener for both 
teams May 12.
 The game was tied at 
4-4 before San Jac basi-
cally put things away with 
a fi ve-run fi fth inning.
 Trent Franson had two 
hits, scored a run and 
drove in three runs. Nick 
Neville had two hits, 
scored a run and drove in 
two. 
 Iser, who drove in three 
runs, had two hits. Soularie 
had two hits, stole three 
bases and scored three runs. 
Reid Morgan got the win in 
relief. 
 For updates, visit www.
tsrnsports.com or www.
njcaa.org.



VOLUNTEERS
SOUGHT

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!
11555 

Beamer 
281-

481-5656

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Need Help Finding Your 
Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

The
Southeast VFD 

needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

Support Leader Advertisers

Support

Leader

Advertisers
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LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

HELP WANTED
COMPUTER

COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 6-21
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, 
Suite 120, 281-481-0909. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com TF

ESTATE SALE
2 BEDROOM SETS, 
sewing machine w/cabi-
net, 2 chests, large vin-
tage wall mirror 28”x40”, 

dining room table and 
china cabinet and misc. 
wall pictures. Call for 
prices and/or pictures. 
281-250-8522 5-24

HELP WANTED
SJH - HOME HEALTH 
CARE workers needed. 
Call Sandra 713-459-
8473 5-24

MISCELLANEOUS
FREE PATIO CONCRETE 
bricks / Limestones - Call 
713-315-7712 6-7
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three spac-
es, choice location Sec-
tion 206, lot 89, spaces 7, 
8, 9. Call 281-487-7932.  
 TF

REAL ESTATE

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?
Let us help you!

Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly 
HELP WANTED section!

11555 Beamer        281-481-5656

MOVING SALE
9927 RADIO ROAD, 
HOUSTON Fri & Sat., 
June 1 & 2, 8:30 a.m. - 3 
p.m. Tools, household 
items, Christmas decora-
tions, antique pole insula-
tors and other antiques.  
 5-31

REAL ESTATE
GENERAL SERVICES: 
Painting interior/exterior, 
Sheetrock repair, wood 
fences and pressure 
washing. Free Estimates. 
832-406-0183  5-31
VENDORS WANTED

27th ANNUAL CRAFT 
show October 5-6 at New 
Life Lutheran Church, 

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800

MW Exclusive Hair Salon
Hair Stations for Lease

$100 per Week
For More Information Call 713-910-0089

Stylists and Barbers Welcome

281-488-3362
Eco-Pest, Inc.

PEST

TM

ARRESTERS

Cheerful person needed to help pest 
control company with heavy phone & light 

computer. Tues.-Sat. 40 hrs.

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP Full-Time Teller - Southeast Location
Experience a plus. Saturday hours req.

Submit Resume to:
HR@houstonfcu.org

Available Offi ce Space
Located in the Leader offi ce building
Suitably Located On Beltway 8 @ Beamer

281-481-5656 or 281-948-2714

CALENDAR
7 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
7 a.m.

AAA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Senior Club – Meets the second and fourth week 
monthly (Nov./Dec. meet second week only) at Covenant United 
Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call Jan 
Okumura at 832-298-9480 for details.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 
or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

1 - 3:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to practice ball-
room dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 1001 E. League City Pkwy. 
League City nonresidents must purchase activity card (See Tuesday 
12:30 p.m. dance for details.) This is a casual, practice dance (not for-
mal lessons) and is open to all ages. Everyone may dress comfortably 
and enjoy dancing in a safe, friendly environment on a beautiful fl oating 
hardwood fl oor. Name tags are provided to assist in getting acquainted. 
Having a partner is helpful but dancers without partners are welcome. 
For details, call Neva Schroder at 417-838-2204.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-2525 
(24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/sexual 
abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org 
for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, MAY 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email 
the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 7 p.m., 
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church 
(youth building). For details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

Continued from Page 3B
MONDAY, MAY 21

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. 
Call 409-454-5720 for details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

2 p.m.
Genealogy Group – The Parker Williams Genealogy group meets 
from 2 - 4 p.m. on the fi rst and third Mondays at the Parker Williams Li-
brary, Beamer at Scarsdale. The public is invited to attend. For details, 
email Liz Hicks at erootrot@usa.net. 

3:15 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech ther-
apy for adults with Parkinson’s, 3:15 – 4:45 p.m., Clear Lake 
Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for details.

6 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Age 50 and older meets the first and third 
Mondays for a potluck dinner with activities and/or guest speakers at 
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Pkwy. For details, call 
Margarita at 832-715-9658.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Come, 
improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for details.

6 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – Mondays at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland. 
Enter door next to recycling bins. For details, call 713-865-3668 or visit 
www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – gives coping skills in a non-
threatening environment to adults who have lost a loved one to sui-
cide. For details email LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or visit www.crisisho
tline.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.

7:30 p.m.
The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society – Meets the third Monday 
at Clear Lake Park Bldg., 5001 NASA Pkwy., Seabrook. Presenters 
explore topics such as fossils, planetary geology, mineralogy, lapidary, 
jewelry making, fossil and mineral collecting. Field trips to Texas col-
lecting sites and surrounding states. Interested persons welcome. 
Door prizes. Free parking. For details, visit www.clgms.org.

7:30 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Monday, 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or $35/10 
sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 sessions for 
nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For details, contact 281-488-
5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the Education 
Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call Russell at 832-483-
6715.

TUESDAY, MAY 22
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, 
a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For 
details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Houston Satellite meets on the fourth 
Tuesday, Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Pkwy. (on the lake side), 
Seabrook. For information, call Joe at 281-481-2458.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email 
the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has dance lessons Tuesdays following the 
senior luncheon taught by 35-year dance area instructors Lewis and 
Betty Whistler at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Pkwy. 
For questions regarding lessons, call 832-517-5833. A $25 activity 
card is required for nonresidents which is free to senior League City 
residents. For questions about the activity card, call the park offi ce at 
281-554-1180.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

Noon
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golf-
crest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch is $15. 
Variety of interesting speakers. For information, call 281-900-7257 or 
visit nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 p.m. For informa-
tion, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea 
Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@
sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.

To submit items 
for the 

CALENDAR
at the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader 
send an email to: 

mynews@southbeltleader.com

South Belt 

Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

11555 Beamer     281-484-4337

3521 E. Orange, Pearland. 
281-485-1818 or www.
newl i fe lutheran.com/
forms.  5-31
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectric1111.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 or 713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

Looking to 
improve 

your yard 
the easy    

way?
Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

Support Leader 
Advertisers!

Willie’s Concrete Works  

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% 
Financing 

to Qualified 
Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H76 Dobie Grad

9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Winter
 Specials

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLLUUUMMMBBBIIINNNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

STRODER FENCE CO.STRODER FENCE CO.
• Cedar/Treated

• Chain Link

• Decorative Iron

• Commercial

• Residential

• New & Salvage

713-875-1066
Call or Text

25

Years
Free 

Estimates

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business Cards 
• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes 

• Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes 
• Menus • Directories and much more!
11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

So
ut

h 
Be

lt 
Gr

ap
hi

cs
 &

 P
rin

tin
g No Job No Job 

Too Small!Too Small!
Now printing 

small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
281-481-5656

ASV General Contractors
(713) 545-6420

•  Engineering Analysis & Design  •  Sheetrock
•  Residential / Commercial Remodeling   

•  Carpenter  •  Driveway Concrete   
•  Kitchen Cabinets •  Foundation Design   

•  Ceramic Tile •  Foundation Repair  •  Painting

asv.generalcontractors@gmail.com

Arbor King Tree Service

Melvin Bonilla works with you!   832-660-3622

Advertise
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Age group 8-under: Benjamin Quezada – Chloe Willis

Age group 13 to 18: Morgan Phillips – Jonathan Landers

Age group 9 to 10: Kaylee Ataklo – Everett Phillips

Age group 11 to 12: Brianna Martinez – Roberto Hernandez

SBAST Sharks Swimmers/Week
Exceptional Attitude/Attendance Girls’ hoops coach Brown exits

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Perhaps Shane Brown 
knew the 2017-2018 var-
sity girls’ basketball post-
season would provide the 
closing chapter to a sol-
id run as the varsity girls’ 
basketball head coach at 
Dobie.
 Maybe it truly took 
some time to come to 
a decision. Regardless, 
Brown, who had led the 
Lady Longhorns’ pro-
gram for each of the past 
11 seasons, has ended his 
stay.
 Earlier this month, 
Brown informed Dobie 
principal Franklin Moses 
of his decision to leave the 
program. The offi cial job 
opening post hit the Pasa-
dena ISD website May 8, 
and the process of fi nding 
Brown’s successor is on-
going.
 It’s a search that sim-
ply hasn’t been necessary 
for ages. Doug Gibson, 
who led Dobie to its only 
Region III championship 
in school history (2003-
2004), was the program’s 
leader from the 1988-89 
through the 2006-2007 
school years.
 At that time, Gibson 
had presided over the 
greatest era of Lady Long-
horn basketball. Numer-
ous players went on to 
compete successfully at 
the NCAA Division I lev-
el.
 Class of 2007 graduate 
Karima Christmas later 
attended Duke and is still 
playing in the WNBA as 
well as overseas.
 Then Dobie principal 
Steve Jamail scored big 
when he landed Gibson’s 

replacement, Brown.
 While Gibson had 
things rolling at Dobie, 
Brown was performing 
his own magic at Houston 
Baptist University as the 
women’s basketball head 
coach.
 Over a fi ve-year span 
as head coach at HBU, 
Brown won 166 games 
and lost just 24. His teams 
played in fi ve straight 
National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics 
national tournaments, fi n-
ishing the 2004-2005 as 
the No. 1 ranked team in 
the country.
 Brown won three 
straight Red River Athletic 
Conference Coach of the 
Year awards from 2002-
2003 through 2004-2005.
 But then, just like now, 
it was time for a change. 
And why not fi nish with a 
bang.
 During the 2016-2017 
and 2017-2018 seasons, 
the Lady Longhorns de-
livered consecutive 13-1 
records in District 22-6A 
action.
 Two seasons ago, Do-
bie represented the district 
as the No. 1 seed in the 
playoffs and soundly de-
feated Kingwood before 
losing to Clear Creek in 
the area round.
 Despite losing a great 
deal of scoring in the off-
season to graduation, the 
Lady Longhorns repeated 
as champions this season, 
winning 11 straight dis-
trict games at one point.
 The Lady Long-
horns this year defeated 
North Shore in the bidis-
trict round before an ar-
ea-round loss to Summer 
Creek.

 It would be Brown’s 
fi nal game. A Fort Bend 
area resident, Brown has 
for years been the public 
address announcer for the 
Sugarland Skeeters inde-
pendent league baseball 
organization. He told the 
Leader he will remain in 
that role.

 Moses said that while 
the search for Brown’s re-
placement is in the works, 
there is no rush to get to 
the fi nish line.
 Citing the typical har-
ried fi nish of the school 
year, Moses added that 
the school year will likely 
end before a successor to 

Brown is named.
 “Shane did an absolute-
ly terrifi c job for us for 11 
seasons,” Moses said.  
 “Not only did he have 
a great deal of success on 
the basketball court, but he 
also led the vision of help-
ing to develop outstand-
ing  young women off the 

court. Clearly, I was disap-
pointed to see Shane move 
on, but he has things that 
he wants to do in his life 
that he deserves to do.
 “When the time is right, 
I’m sure we will fi nd the 
right person to lead our 
girls’ basketball program 
into the future.” 

A three-time conference Coach of the Year winner 
at Houston Baptist University before arriving at Do-
bie, Shane Brown (standing in forefront) spent 11 
seasons at the Lady Longhorns’ varsity basketball 

head coach. With back-to-back district champion-
ships and bidistrict playoff game wins, Brown has 
stepped aside at Dobie. The search for his successor 
is expected to extend into the summer.


