43 years of covering South Belt
Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976
Thursday, May 16, 2019
CBC sewer work underway
Clear Brook City Municipal Utility District
is working on the sanitary sewer rehabilitation
project in Sageglen, Highland Meadow and
Wood Meadow I and II subdivisions. CBCMUD residents should be aware that the phone
numbers for the contractor on last month’s notification insert were incorrect. The correct
number to contact Nerie Construction is 281996-5551. The fax number is 346-319-5172.
District residents may call the MUD directly
at 281-484-1562. The district apologizes for
any inconvenience this may have caused.

JFD band concert set
The Dobie Longhorn Band spring concert
and silent auction will take place Tuesday,
May 21, in the school auditorium. Auction
items include a football signed by three former Houston Texans. The silent auction will
begin at 6 p.m., followed by the concert at 7
p.m. For information, contact KRErickson@
pasadenaisd.org.

Email: mynews@southbeltleader.com

Extreme storms once again pounded the South
Belt community on Thursday, May 9, causing local flooding and power outages.
According to Harris County officials, the rain
gauge at the Beamer ditch Hughes Road recorded 4.72 inches of rainfall over a 24-hour period.
The precipitation came just two days after another storm dumped 3.4 inches of rain at the same
gauge on Tuesday, May 7.
As a precaution, the Pasadena Independent
School District, the Clear Creek Independent

School District and the San Jacinto College District all canceled classes on Friday, May 10. San
Jacinto College also postponed commencement
ceremonies scheduled for Saturday, May 11. The
ceremonies have been rescheduled for Friday,
May 17, at NRG Stadium.
No make-up days will be required for either
Pasadena ISD or Clear Creek ISD, as both districts have secured enough instructional minutes
for the academic year.
Many parts of the community were left with-

Storms wreak havoc on area

Beltway closures planned
The eastbound and westbound U-turn lanes
at Beltway 8 and Beamer will be closed continuously through 9 a.m. Saturday, May 25.
At least one outside lane on the eastbound
Beltway 8 frontage road will be closed at SH
288 daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Friday,
May 31.
Both northbound and southbound U-turn
lanes at Beltway 8 and Genoa Red Bluff will be
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Saturday, May 25.
Both northbound and southbound U-turn
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be closed
daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Saturday,
May 25.
At least one outside lane on the northbound
Beltway 8 frontage road will be closed at Fairmont Parkway daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
through Wednesday, May 29.

Frazier’s Shelton to retire
Becky Shelton is retiring from Frazier Elementary after 24 years as the school nurse.
There will be a reception at Frazier Thursday,
May 16, from 4 to 6 p.m. The community is
invited to join Frazier in extending best wishes
to her as she starts a new chapter in her life.

Cowboy cheer holds clinic
Sagemont Cowboys Cheer Team will host a
one-day cheer clinic for children ages 5-14, on
May 25, at Clear Lake City Sports and Recreation Complex, 16511 Diana Lane, from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Cost is $38 until May 20,
when it increases to $45. It includes a T-shirt,
cheer bow, pom poms and lunch. For additional information or to register, email Sagemont
Cowgirls@gmail.com.

Knights sponsor blood drive
The Knights of Columbus Council 9201
will host a blood drive at St. Luke’s social hall,
11011 Hall Road, on Sunday, May 19, from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. For more information,
call Val Comeaux at 713-582-5358.

Sageglen to meet May 20
The Sageglen Community Association’s
monthly meeting will be Monday, May 20,
at the Sageglen Community Building, 11610
Sageyork, at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be
served. For information, call 281-481-2160.

At press time Wednesday, more storms were
in the weekend forecast, with a predicted rainfall
of approximately 1 inch.

Land dispute heads to mediation
The owner of a controversial piece of property on Dixie Farm Road at Blackhawk and a developer who once planned to turn the spot into a
shopping center have been ordered to mediation
by a Harris County judge.
The order is aimed at expediting a county purchase of the land so that it may now be used for
a flood control project. The 50-acres site was
originally to be developed into a 60,000-squarefoot retail center and restaurant, but the project
came to a halt this past summer when it was de-

Houston police are investigating a fatal crash
that occurred around 11 a.m. Friday, May 10,
in the 11000 block of the Gulf Freeway service
road near Edgebrook.
The identity of the male victim, 29, is pending
verification by the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences.
According to police, the victim and the driver
of a green Jeep Liberty got into a domestic disturbance, in which the victim damaged the window of the Jeep. Both persons then drove to a
glass repair shop at the above address to get the
window fixed.
As the victim exited the Jeep and walked inside the business, the driver of the Jeep began

Gulf Freeway closures set

The Houston Police Department’s Positive
Interaction Program will meet Tuesday, May
21, at 7 p.m. at Memorial Hermann Southeast
Hospital, 11800 Astoria, in the staff meeting
room on the first floor. Guest speaker to be announced. PIP consists of police and citizens
working together for safer neighborhoods.
For additional information, call HPD Officer
Richard Buitron at 832-395-1776.

out power for much of Thursday night and Friday morning. The power outage also forced several businesses to close.

termined that it was approved utilizing outdated flood maps. Once the development came to
a stop, Harris County offered to purchase the
property for $2.7 million, with plans to potentially construct a detention pond similar to the
nearby South Belt Stormwater Detention Basin.
While the property owner agreed to the deal, the
developer filed a lawsuit, claiming to be entitled
to 50 percent of the sale, leaving the offer in limbo. The two parties have 30 days from April 22,
in which to reach an agreement in the lawsuit.

Pedestrian dies in Edgebrook crash

Garcia meeting planned

PIP to meet May 21
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Heavy rains pound South Belt community

Newly elected Harris County Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian Garcia will host a community meeting Tuesday, May 21, at the East
Harris County Activity Center, 7340 Spencer
Highway in Pasadena, starting at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting will focus on flooding and the environment.

There will be a total closure of the northbound
frontage road of the Gulf Freeway from NASA
Road 1 to FM 518 through 5 a.m. Sunday, June
30. At least one northbound and one southbound
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to
SH 96/League City Parkway will be closed daily
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to
5 a.m. through Tuesday, Dec. 31. Alternate entrance and exit ramps will be closed.
The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Freeway between SH 96/League City Parkway and
FM 518 will be closed continuously through 9
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31.
Drivers traveling north on the main lanes will
continue to NASA Road 1, exit, then U-turn and
come back to FM 518.
The closures are associated with ongoing construction to widen the freeway from three to five
lanes in each direction and the frontage roads
from two to three lanes in each direction.

www.southbeltleader.com

leaving the location. The victim then grabbed
onto the Jeep and held on as the driver slowly
drove southbound on the Gulf Freeway service
road.
He then let go and began running behind
the Jeep and was struck by a gray Nissan Altima traveling south on the Gulf Freeway service
road.
Paramedics transported the victim to Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, where he was
pronounced dead. The driver of the Nissan, who
remained at the scene, was questioned and released.
No charges have been filed at this time, as the
investigation is continuing.

County holds flood meeting May 30
Severe weather once again struck the South Belt community, delivering nearly 5 inches of
rain. Heavy winds accompanied the storms, causing massive power outages throughout the
area. Emergency crews are shown above restoring power in the Food Town parking lot at
the intersection of Scarsdale and Beamer. Local schools were forced to cancel classes, and
several businesses were also forced to close.
Photo by Marie Flickinger

Swimming pools to open for summer
Summer is around the corner, and with it
comes the opening of several area pools to help
South Belters beat the heat.
All local pools will be open Saturday, May
25, through Monday, May 27, for Memorial Day
weekend. They will then reopen on Friday, May
31, for the duration of the summer. All area pools
will be closed for cleaning on Mondays (with the
exceptions of Memorial Day and Labor Day).
The City of Houston’s Sagemont and Beverly Hills swimming pools will be open Tuesday
through Sunday from 1 to 8 p.m.
Clear Brook Meadows’ pool hours will be
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The Sageglen pool hours will be from noon
through 9 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and
from 1 to 9 p.m. on Sunday.
Both Riverstone Ranch pools will be open
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., except on Sundays, when
hours will be from noon to 8 p.m.
Ashley Pointe’s pool hours will be from noon
to 8 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and from 1 to 9 p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays.
Highland Meadows’ pool hours are 3 to 8
p.m.
The splash pad at El Franco Lee Park will be
open daily from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. until October.

Leader offers Taylor-Sullivan correction
The story titled “Husband arrested in JFD
grad murder” in last week’s Leader contained
multiple inaccuracies.
According to the family members, the victim’s actual name is Jesika Taylor-Sullivan, rather than Jesika Taylor.
Contrary to the article’s headline, while Taylor-Sullivan was raised in the South Belt community, she did not attend J. Frank Dobie High
School, and she was not a member of the campus’s Lariaette dance team.
Taylor-Sullivan, in fact, attended Clear Brook
High School, before transferring to Westfield
High School in North Houston. While at Westfield, Taylor-Sullivan was a member of the high
school’s drill team, similarly named the Lariettes. Taylor-Sullivan did, however, attend both

Moore Elementary and Thompson Intermediate,
as reported.
The former resident was found dead at an
apartment in Alvin on Wednesday, May 1. Investigators ruled the death a homicide.
Taylor-Sullivan’s husband, Brandon Garrett,
was subsequently arrested and charged with her
murder. At press time, he remained in custody,
being held on $165,000 bond.
The victim left behind two daughters, who are
now in the custody of her mother.
A GoFundMe account has been established to
help the family defray funeral costs. To donate,
visit https://www.gofundme.com/jesika-taylorsullivan-memorial-fund.
The Leader staff apologizes for any confusion. See related obituary on Page 2A.

The Harris County Flood Control District will
hold a Community Engagement Meeting for the
Dagg Road Stormwater Detention Basin from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 30, at the Tom
Bass Community Center, located at 15108 Cullen Blvd.
The purpose of this meeting is to inform residents about the status of the Dagg Road Stormwater Detention Basin and share project information.
The Dagg Road Stormwater Detention Basin focuses on reducing the existing flood risks
along Clear Creek by lowering peak flows and
water surface elevations, enhancing existing aes-

thetic qualities of Adair Park and the Clear Creek
watershed, developing opportunities for recreation within Harris County Precinct 1, and enhancing public safety within the proposed project
site.
This project will be funded with bonds approved by Harris County voters on August 25,
2018. Community engagement is an important
component of the Bond Program, and residents
are invited to participate as the program is implemented.
For questions, contact the Flood Control District at 713-684-4000, or fill out the comment
form online www.hcfcd.org/F03.

South Belters shine in Pearland election
The results from the May 4 Pearland Independent School District Board of Trustees election
have been tallied, with two individuals with ties
to the South Belt community coming out on top.
In the Position 6 race, incumbent Lance Botkin easily defeated challenger, IT engineer Joseph Say, receiving more than 70 percent of the
vote.
A 1989 J. Frank Dobie High School graduate,
Botkin received 3,846 total votes to Say’s 1,614
votes.
Originally elected to serve on the board in
2013, Botkin is a former Pearland High School
teacher and football coach. He now works in outside sales.
In the Position 7 election, incumbent Jeff Barry handily defeated challengers, Houston Inde-

pendent School District special programs coordinator Al Lloyd and Carmine Petrillo, receiving
64.4 percent of the vote.
Barry received 3,534 total votes to Lloyd’s
1,598 and Petrillo’s 353.
Barry is president of Barry Insurance Group,
an independent insurance agency with an office
on Featherwood near Fuqua and the Gulf Freeway. His previous office was located adjacent to
the Leader on Beamer near Beltway 8. He is a
Green Tee resident.
In the last remaining Pearland ISD race, Position 5 incumbent Rebecca Decker easily defeated challenger, neurologist Dr. Dona Kim Murphey.
A trustee since 2010, Decker received 4,024
votes to Murphey’s 1,524.

Flight museum welcomes military

Chamber salutes local military
The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s inaugural luncheon to honor local service members was a great success Thursday, May
9, as representatives from all military branches at
Ellington Field met at the Lone Star Flight Museum in honor of Military Appreciation Month.
The brainchild of chamber board member
Cynthia Hawk, the event recognized the Texas
Air National Guard, U.S. Army National Guard,
U.S. Army Reserves, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S.
Marines Reserves and U.S. Navy Reserves, all
of which are stationed at the Ellington Field Joint
Reserve Base.
Sageglen resident and retired U.S. Marine
Col. Joe McPhail, 97, was a special guest at the
function. Born in 1921, McPhail earned his private pilot’s certification during the summer of
1941, and on Dec. 4, 1941, he began his active
duty just three days before the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor.
McPhail served the nation in both WWII and
the Korean War, flying 240 combat missions. He
has received multiple awards and honors, including two Distinguished Flying Crosses and 11 Air
Medals.
McPhail now travels to different air shows,

where he shares his experiences and signs autographs.
Lt. Col. Andrew J. Camacho, vice commander, 147th Wing, Texas Air National Guard, served
as guest speaker of the event.
A part of the 147th at Ellington Field Joint
Reserve Base since 2009, Camacho assumed his
current role of vice wing commander on April 1
of this year.
In this role, he assists the commander in organizing, training, equipping and maintaining combat ready forces for rapid deployment and employment on wartime missions for 1,085 guardsmen in support of Joint Terminal Attack, MQ-9
Reaper, Surveillance and Reconnaissance and
Expeditionary Combat Support missions.
Camacho discussed Ellington Field’s changing role, and how in recent years – particularly
after Hurricane Harvey – the mission of the military units stationed there has evolved from war
craft to domestic operations or “dom ops.”
Such operations include monitoring the border, battling narcotic trafficking and monitoring
infrastructure during times of emergency.
Chamber officials said they intend to make the
event an annual function in future years.

In honor of May being Military Appreciation Month, the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of
Commerce held a luncheon Thursday, May 9, at the Lone Star Flight Museum to recognize
personnel from Ellington Field. Being honored were service members from the Texas Air
National Guard, U.S. Army National Guard, U.S. Army Reserves, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S.
Marine Corps Reserves and U.S. Navy Reserves, all of whom are stationed at the Ellington
Field Joint Reserve Base. The event was chaired by chamber board member Cynthia Hawk
(center). Shown above with Hawk at the luncheon are Arturo Machuca, general manager, Ellington Airport and Houston Spaceport (left); and Lt. Col. Andrew J. Camacho, vice
commander, 147th Wing, Texas Air National Guard, who served as guest speaker of the
event. See related photo on Page 6A.
Photo by Marie Flickinger
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In My Opinion
Friesenhahn writes
on education bill
I have been hearing a lot of talk about
how the State Legislature must address
school funding this session. From what I
hear the powers that be have been discussing a tax swoop to cut property taxes and get more funding to the schools.
Now that isn’t necessarily a bad idle if,
and that is a mighty big if, the swoop
was a permanent fix. But from what I
have gleaned from the information that
is out there, which in truth is very little,
the planed swoop is temporary at best.
I think I just might have a tax swoop that
will work and be permanent. Because it
puts a lot of the power for setting the tax

rate in the hands of the voters. Where it
should be!
Now I know that school finance is
supposed to be a huge and complicated issue. With way too many facet for
the common person to understand. But
here is common since solution from a
common person that might just solve the
problem. That I think can work. An seeing
how it is guaranteed to upset every one, I
might just be right. So here it is.
First: We must start by taking away
the ability of school districts to levee or
collect taxes. That should make all of the
school administrator start pulling their
hair out. They just lost a lot of power. But
it is not their job to be tax collectors. Their
job is to teach our kids.
Second: I know this is the most con-

Elected officials share their words

Perez shares update
The following was submitted by Rep. Mary Ann
Perez:
I hope you're staying
safe and dry in this weather!
Are you as shocked as I
am that it is May?! The final
day of the 86th Legislative
Session is May 27, just a
little over two weeks away!
Here's a glance at some
of the recent developments
at the Capitol and in House
District 144.
We passed card
skimmer bills!
Credit card skimming
at gas pumps is a rapidly
growing problem and data
shows that Texas leads
the nation in this type of
crime. Criminals tamper
with gas pumps and insert
card skimmers, which allows them to collect bank
account and personal information as you make a
transaction.
This session, I authored three bills combating card skimmers at gas
pumps. House Bills 2945,
2624 and 2625 recently all passed in the Texas
House of Representatives!
HB 2945 gives the attorney
general rulemaking authority to prevent skimmer installations on gas pumps
and allows for the creation
of a payment fraud fusion
center in Tyler. HB 2624
allows for the prosecution
of payment fraud criminals
in any county in which the
crime was committed. HB
2625 provides penalties to
criminals who are caught
with multiple counterfeit
cards.
After months of negotiations and meetings, gas
station owners, state agencies, financial institutions
and law enforcement came
together in agreement to
address this statewide issue. It has truly been a
team effort and I cannot
thank them enough! I also
greatly appreciate the support I have received from
the Texas House of Representatives! I am proud that

we, together as a body, will
combat credit card skimming at gas pumps in Texas!
Join me in the fight to
end Alzheimer's!
On April 17, we wore
purple at the Texas Capitol to show support for
the 390,000 Texans living
with Alzheimer's disease,
the 1.4 million Alzheimer's
caregivers and all the families that have been affected
by this devastating disease.
Alzheimer's disease is becoming more prevalent by
the day and I am proud to
help raise awareness and
support the cause to end
Alzheimer's!
On April 24, House Bill
284 passed in the Texas
House of Representatives!
Patients
and
family members dealing with
Alzheimer’s disease may
sometimes find the process of searching for nursing care facilities a bit confusing. HB 284 requires
that nursing homes and
assisted living facilities
disclose to patients and/or
loved ones whether or not
they have a state-issued
certification to care for Alzheimer's patients.
On April 18, I laid out
House Bill 3473 before the
Texas House Committee
on Transportation.
San Jacinto Day
April 21st marked 183
years since the Battle of
San Jacinto, the final battle of the Texas Revolution
where Texas won its independence from Mexico.
I am proud to have the
San Jacinto Monument
in House District 144. It is
well worth the visit! Also,
did you know that it is taller
than the Washington Monument? Everything is bigger in Texas!
Helpers on the
House floor!
Over the course of the
past two weeks, I was
joined on the House floor
by three wonderful honorary pages! They helped
Texas House Speaker

(Greg) Bonnen hit the gavel on the dais, assisted with
business at my desk and
ran around the House floor
with me to discuss bills with
fellow members.
It was so great seeing
how excited these kids
were to be a part of the
process! No doubt they
have very bright futures
ahead!
The San Jacinto
Battleground State
Historic Site,
Museum and Battleship
Texas reopen!
Following the cleanup
of the fire at the Intercontinental Terminals Company
(ITC) facility in La Porte, the
San Jacinto Battleground
State Historic Site, Museum
and Battleship Texas have
reopened to the public as of
May 8. The Historic Site has
been closed for nearly two
months after being impacted by the fire at the neighboring ITC facility.
Due to the closure, the
Museum has suffered financial loss and is launching a revenue recovery
campaign. If you are interested in contributing, you
can donate online or mail
your donation in attention
to Larry Spasic at the San
Jacinto Monument, 1 Monument Circle, La Porte, TX
77571.
If you've never visited, I highly recommend
it! They're open 7 days a
week.
A moment of silence for
our heroes
The 2019 Peace Officers' Memorial Ceremony
and Candlelight Vigil took
place earlier this week. A
beautiful tribute in honor
and memory of our fallen officers. Their bravery,
devotion and sacrifice will
always be remembered in
admiration and sincere appreciation.
These
next
couple
weeks are going to come
and go very quickly! Stay
tuned for updates as we
wrap up the 86th Legislative Session here in Austin.

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library
The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
Thursday, May 16, 6 – 7:45 p.m. Not Your Mama’s Book Club for adults. This month’s book
selection is “The Rooster Bar” by John Grisham. Call 832-393-2580 to reserve a copy or for additional information.
Thursday, May 16, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Spanish computer class for adults and seniors
Monday, May 20, 10:15 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Citizenship class. The classes cover the 100 civics
questions and how to prepare for the citizenship interview. Other topics include the citizenship
application and qualifications. Class participation is by appointment only.
Tuesday, May 21, 10:15 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Citizenship class. Class participation is by appointment only.
Wednesday, May 22, 10:30 a.m. – 5:45 p.m. Citizenship class. Class participation is by appointment only.
Wednesday, May 22, 10:30 a.m. Toddler storytime and playtime
Wednesday, May 22. Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Basics;
4:30 p.m. Basic PowerPoint
For more information, call the library at 832-393-2580.
Bracewell hours are: Thursday, noon – 8 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 1 – 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed;
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Parker Williams Library
The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
Thursday, May 16, 4 – 5 p.m. Introduction to Microsoft Access for adults, teens and tweens.
Meet at the library to learn about Microsoft Access which enables one to create programs that track
data over time and begin creating a program to use in one’s organization. Registration is requested.
Saturday, May 18, 1 – 2:30 p.m. Intermediate Spanish with Mercedes. Brush up on Spanish by
practicing listening and speaking with fellow learners and instructor Mercedes. This is the last of
three consecutive Saturday classes. Registration is requested.
Monday, May 20, 2 – 4 p.m. Genealogy group: The Parker Williams Genealogy Group is an
informal group that meets the first and third Monday to discuss family history research (beginner
to advanced). Meetings are free and open to anyone interested in tracing family history.
Monday, May 20, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Magic: The Gathering Gameplay, a dueling card game from
Wizards of the Coast, for ages 8 and older. For those wanting to learn, a staff member will be
present for instruction. A special thank you is given to Strike Zone for the generous donation of
Magic: The Gathering cards. For more information, visit http://www.hcpl.net/sites/default/files/
Feb - MTG-1.jpg.
Tuesday, May 21, 2:30 p.m. UpWORDS, for infants from birth to 24 months. The upWORDS
program, using the LENA StartTM curriculum, consists of 14 one-hour sessions during four
months in which parents learn how to improve their child’s early language. Progress is measured
between sessions with LENA SystemTM technology which records speech at home for a day after
each class. Reports will be generated with information on how much a parent is talking, when one
could talk more, and how much the parent is growing with the baby. The program is scheduled
through June 4. Preregistration is required. Contact the children’s librarian at 832-927-7870 or in
person.
Below are the programs that occur every week, unless the library is closed:
Tuesday, Babytime lapsit, 10:30 a.m. For babies from birth to 18 months, featuring a mother-baby lapsit time with fingerplays, songs and playtime.
Wednesday, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m.. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, storytime features
stories, songs, fingerplays and a craft.
Wednesday, 2 – 3 p.m.: Basic computer classes (Vietnamese). Learn mouse, keyboarding, basic
internet skills and more at this weekly class in Vietnamese. Registration is requested.
Thursday, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime features
stories, songs, fingerplays and bubbles.
Saturday, Vietnamese learning time, for adults and children ages 8 and older. Classes begin
at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. It’s a great time to take a class to help with
a skill for work, gain understanding of a topic or learn a language. There are many free classes
available online at the library website or on the internet, through universities or other sources.
Practice navigating the internet to learn about these, or sign up for one. For more information on
these programs, speak with Loc Bui.
For more information on all other programs, call the library at 832-927-7870.
Library hours are: Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.;
Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 – 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

troversial part of the plan, but hear me
out please. Institute a state income tax to
fund the schools. That is our tax swoop. I
know this would require a constitutional
amendment to the state constitution. The
wording of this amendment should be
done in a manner so that there is no legal way to syphon fund away for any other uses. All of the funds would have to
go to the schools. They could be used for
NO other reason. That also means that
they could not be used as collateral for
loans or bonds as well. Any interest from
the funds would also have to be used for
education as well. This would have to be
made rock solid in the amendment. The
tax should be a flat tax on a progressive
scale. And this is key. Any increases in
the tax would have to be approved by the
voters. A mandatory vote would be held
every four years on the presidential election cycle, but could be held sooner if the
Legislature called for one.
Third: This point is going to upset the
teacher unions to no end, Do Not send
the funds directly to the school district
based on student population. Send the
funds back to the parents and guardians
of the students. The vouchers would be
issued on a sliding scale. With poor and
middle income students receiving vouchers that would cover all of the costs that
are taken care of under the current inadequate funding system. That puts the power of educational choose back in to the
hands of parents and guardians. Where
it belongs. It all so will make school improve their curriculum and performance,
so that they can attract students.
These vouchers would be good at all
schools. It wound not matter if they are

secular or religious. Weather they have
a liberal or conservative curriculum. It
would be up to the parents or guardians
to decide what school is best for their
child, instead of so called know it all’s that
try to put all kids into the same pigeon
hole.
Now this suggestion is a way of funding schools, but it does not address the
growing cost of education. Here are a few
suggestions on that front.
First: A school building does not have
to be architectural master piece. All it
needs to be is functional. I would rather have the money spent to making the
build look pretty spent on educational
tools that go in the building, i.e.: computers, books, etc.
Second: There are way too many
chiefs and not enough Indians in the
schools these days. In other words cut
back on none classroom personal. This
is what I mean. My daughter goes to
the same high school that I graduated
from. The student population is about
the same, give or take. The difference
in none classroom personal has jumped
dramatically though. When I was going
there, we had one principle, one vice
principle and two student counselors.
Now the school has a principle, an accident principle, four vice principles’, five to
six student counselors. Could some body
explain to me why we need such a top
heave office?
These are just a few things that I have
thought of over the last couple of months.
Let’s see if our so-called learned leaders
can come up with a better common since
approach to the problem.
Gerald Friesenhahn

Dr. Hellyer on higher ed bills
The following is a testimony given by Dr. Brenda
Hellyer, San Jacinto College
District chancellor, regarding
SB 25 and SB 1923:
Background /
importance of transfer
For many Texans, the
pursuit of a postsecondary
credential begins at a Texas community college. Our
colleges enroll 73 percent
of all freshmen and sophomores in Texas higher education. Many of the students
who start at a community
college do so with intent of
completing a four-year degree at a university. In fact,
nearly three quarters of all
bachelor’s degree graduates
in 2017 had some transfer
credits from a two-year college and over a third had
more than 30 transfer credit
hours.
However, based on the
data from the Texas Success Council, only 43 percent of Texas community
college students who transferred to a four-year institution earned a bachelor’s
degree within six years. This
low rate is often due to loss
of credits following transfer
from a community college
to a university. To be clear,
loss of credit includes both
courses that do not transfer
as well as those that transfer
but do not apply to a major or
a degree.
The long-term consequences of credit loss are
significant. Credit loss extends time to degree, increases students’ expenses, leads to higher debt for
those with loans, and lowers
the likelihood of attaining a
bachelor’s degree.
State and institutional
policies can support credit
transfer and reduce credit loss. Thus, transfer policy
is key to meeting the goals
of 60X30TX and ensuring
more equitable postsecondary outcomes for historically disadvantaged students.
Lack of alignment between
our institutions of higher education results in lower completion rates and increased
time to degree.
TACC (Texas Association
of Community Colleges) is
encouraged that the legislature is addressing alignment
and transfer this session and
that it has been made a priority item by the lieutenant
governor, as indicated by the
low bill number, SB 25.
SB 1923 – Let me first
provide some feedback on
Senate Bill 1923.
This bill is well intended
and includes policies that
have the potential to improve
the transfer process. There
are four areas from SB 1923
that I would like to highlight.
1. Early advising – SB
1923 addresses early advising which requires students
to file a degree plan earlier.
Last session, legislation required community college
students to file degree plans
shortly after earning 30 semester credit hours. This
session, TACC is supporting legislation by Sen. Larry Taylor that would require
the filing of degree plans
by dual credit students after
they earn 15 semester credit
hours.
Filing a degree plan early and being advised under
that degree plan helps students know which courses
to take and helps illuminate
a path for a student to follow
toward a degree. Early and
accurate advising will help
reduce excess credit hours
by keeping a student on a
pathway.
2. Fields of study – An

area of concern with SB
1923 is the added requirement that community colleges must adopt each field
of study.
I am not sure why community colleges are specifically mentioned here.
The field of study curriculum is intended to guarantee
the transfer and application
of prerequisite major course
credits in select fields. Fields
of study are still under development and there is not uniform implementation among
universities or community
colleges.
Mandating the field of
study curriculum for all community colleges could prove
difficult to implement particularly at smaller colleges with
fewer resources and fewer
university partners accepting the Field of Studies.
3. Meta-Majors – SB 1923
also establishes meta-majors, or academic pathways
for each broad academic
discipline that consists of
a set of courses commonly required by institutions of
higher education for that discipline. We support the concept of meta-majors and it
aligns with the work we have
underway.
Our community colleges,
in conjunction with the Texas Success Center at TACC,
have been working on a
guided pathways model.
This model is an integrated,
institution-wide approach to
student success based on
intentionally designed, clear,
coherent, and structured educational experiences. We
are using informed available evidence that guides
each student effectively and
efficiently from the point of
entry through to attainment
of high-quality postsecondary credentials and careers.
Through Guided Pathways,
many of our colleges have
already mapped their degrees back to the HB 5 endorsements and have been
mapping forward to our major university partners. We
are also mapping technical
programs to careers and
value in the labor market.
Our concern with the meta-majors is how they will be
developed and how they will
be updated.
4. Transfer study – We
support the bill’s inclusion of
a study on transfer. We similarly support Sen. (Kel) Seliger’s related legislation on a
study on transfer. Clarity on
the specific data points will
be critical (i.e. elective transfer vs. degree applicability).
I will now move to SB 25.
SB 25
Senate Bill 25 is a good
starting point for discussion
on transfer and includes
helpful policies. There are
three areas I would like to
highlight from the Bill.
1. Recommended course
sequences – The requirement for recommended
course sequences is a good
start and would be a useful
tool for advising. Providing
clear maps and expectations
for transfer students can reduce excessive credits that
do not apply toward a major
upon transfer.
This requirement aligns
well with a Texas Success
Council
recommendation
that universities identify lower-division courses that apply to the top 25 programs
into which students are
transferring. This identification or course sequence
process should include the
courses that count for core
requirements, and any additional lower division requirements for that program.

2. Articulation agreements – Articulation agreements have the potential to
smooth transfer but can be
cumbersome. These agreements are institution and department driven and create
a patchwork of policies that
can be difficult for students
and advisors to navigate
and don’t necessarily define
what transfers to the degree.
The bill could create a
disincentive for universities
to enter into agreements
with those colleges that do
not meet the 20 percent
threshold of transfers into
the university. This requirement may leave many community colleges out of this
important work.
A statewide approach
such as identifying lower-division courses that apply to
the top 25 programs would
be preferred and would help
to reduce leaving some colleges and more importantly,
students out of an effective
transfer process.
3. Changes to core curriculum – Changes to the
42-hour core curriculum proposed in SB 25 is an area of
concern for community colleges.
When the Texas Legislature adopted the common
core in 1997, the legislative
intent was to develop a block
of courses that could be
transferred to any other institution for credit. At the time,
supporters believed such a
core would save money for
college students and taxpayers by increasing the transferability of a core college
curriculum among public institutions.
Concern exists among
community colleges that dividing the core into a “general” and “discipline” could
have the unintended consequence of increasing the
complexity of transfer. Transfer friction most often occurs
at a departmental level when
a particular course within the
core is deemed not to fulfill
the requirement of a particular discipline. The “discipline”
area of the core has the potential to make these issues
worse. If the “discipline” area
becomes institution-specific
it could undermine the original legislative intent of a portable set of courses generally applicable across majors.
TACC and our members
of Community Colleges appreciate the committee’s
multiple-measures
approach to solving this critical and complex issue. We
would suggest additional areas for discussion:
1) Utilizing a common
course number system.
2) Sharing a transfer metric in any performance-based funding model for universities.
3) Adopting financial incentives such as those proposed in SB 2058 by Sen.
(Jose) Menendez’ SB 2058.
Closing: invitation
to collaborate
Thank you again for the
opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of Texas
community colleges. We
applaud Sen. (Royce) West
and the Texas Legislature
for their leadership in this important matter, and we welcome any opportunity to find
a solution among all stakeholders. Should the committee choose to form a workgroup of stakeholders, we
would like to be at the table.
We are eager to help find a
viable solution to advance
better alignment across
higher education in order to
smooth transfer pathways
for all students. Thank you.

Deaths
Jesika
Taylor-Sullivan

Jesika
Taylor-Sullivan,
34, died May 1, 2019, in Alvin, Texas. Jesika’s life began
March 4, 1985, in Webster to
Albert B. Sullivan and Joyce
D. Taylor.
She was a member of Lakewood Church her entire life
and accepted Christ at a young
age. She attended Clear Brook
High School then transferred
to and graduated from Westfield High School where she
was a member of the Westfield
Lariettes dance team. Her love
for dance inspired her to pursue a major in dance at Sam
Houston State University.
While in college she began
her career with Olive Garden
restaurant, where she loved her
colleagues and customers as
much as they loved her. Jesika
became the proud mother of
two beautiful daughters, being
so devoted to them that nothing
mattered more to her than her
daughters.
Jesika cherished life, and
each and every moment she
shared with her family and
friends.
Cherishing her memory are
her two daughters; her mother
and father; three sisters; nephew; two nieces; and a host of
aunts, uncles and cousins.
Funeral services were held
Wednesday, May 8, at Lakewood Church. The Rev. Dodie
Osteen officiated. Jesika was
laid to rest at the Houston Memorial Gardens in Pearland.
To make donations in her
memory, visit https://www.gofundme.com/jesika-taylorsullivan-memorial-fund.

Myrtle Lilley
Cruz

Myrtle Lilley Cruz, 95, was
born Jan. 26, 1924. She died
May 8, 2019.
She was born Myrtle
Amencie Lilley and was the
eldest of six children born to
George and Ila Lilley in Livingston, Texas. Her siblings
included Edith Kreuzer and
Clayton, Robert Claude, Lester and Edwin Lilley.
Myrtle and Francis A. Cruz
married Nov. 12, 1942, and
were married 51 years before
Francis’ death in July 1994.
In August 1978, Myrtle
established Myrtle Cruz Inc.
to provide bookkeeping services to a fledgling industry
in Houston – municipal utility
districts. Myrtle had previously worked as a bookkeeper for
Cyril Smith who created these
“MUD” districts. Smith later
became a partner in the firm
Smith, Murdaugh, Little &
Bonham. As of 2019, Myrtle
Cruz Inc. is still family-owned
and provides bookkeeping services to more than 350 special-purpose districts.
Myrtle was a founding
member of the Association
of Water Board Directors
(A.W.B.D.) and in 1992, in
recognition of her services, she
received the Visions Award,
the highest honor given by
A.W.B.D. In 2002, A.W.B.D.
appointed Myrtle the first
emeritus member of the advisory council.
On her 81st birthday, the
state of Texas House of Representatives adopted a reso-

lution sponsored by Rep. Bill
Callegeri to commend Myrtle
Cruz for providing exceptional bookkeeping services to the
water district industry in Texas.
Residing in Houston since
1942, Myrtle moved to the
South Belt area after her retirement from Myrtle Cruz,
Inc. She was a resident of
Bella Vita until October 2018
when health issues forced her
to move home to Big Sandy,
Texas, and live with her brother and sister-in-law, Clayton
and Sandra Lilley. Her years
in Bella Vita were some of her
happiest and she met many
friends whom she considered
family. They watched over one
another and made sure she received good care, especially
in the latter years. The family
is very appreciative to these
friends.
Myrtle is survived by two
brothers, four sisters-in-law
and a very large number of
family members.
Mary Jarmon, (Myrtle’s
niece) and her husband Bob
who are 39-year residents of
the South Belt area, currently
serve as president and director of I.T. Services for Myrtle
Cruz Inc.
Funeral services will be
held at Cochran Funeral Home
in Livingston. Viewing will be
Friday, May 17, from 5 to 8
p.m. The funeral service will
be at 11 a.m., Saturday, May
18, with burial following at Big
Sandy Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to
the Parkinson’s Foundation; on
line at parkinson.org or mailed
to 200 SE 1st Street, Suite 800,
Miami, Florida 33131.

Connie Hollander
Birmingham
Connie Hollander Birmingham, a longtime Dobie High
School employee, died May
12. At press time, there was not
a complete obituary available,
but there will be a visitation at
Klein Funeral Home in Tomball Friday, May 17, from 6:30
to 9 p.m. A memorial service
will be held Saturday at Christ
Covenant Church. A full obituary and photo will be in next
week’s Leader.

Clear Creek EF seeks nominees
Nominations are being accepted for annual awards for
Distinguished Clear Creek
Independent School District
Alumni, CCISD Superstars
and the Dennis Johnson Memorial Small Business Award.
Recipients are selected by the
Clear Creek Education Foundation.
The Distinguished Alumni
award is presented to a CCISD
graduate who has excelled in
his or her chosen profession
and has made a significant con-

tribution to his or her community.
The CCISD Superstar is
an individual who has made
exceptional contributions that
benefit the district (may or may
not be a CCISD graduate).
The Dennis Johnson Memorial Small Business Award
will go to an individual who
has made exceptional contributions that benefit the district and community as a small
business owner.
Nomination forms may

be found on the Education
Foundation website www.
ClearCreekEducationFoun
dation.org. All nominations
must be submitted by Thursday, August 1. Nominations
may be mailed to the Clear Education Foundation, P.O. Box
1631, League City, TX 77574
or emailed to Kelsey McNeil at
KMcNeil@ccisd.net. Awards
will be presented at the Education Foundation Annual Gala
on Saturday, Nov. 2, at South
Shore Harbour Resort.

Murr passes House Bill 297
to cut taxes; end Robin Hood
On Thursday, May 9, state
Rep. Andrew Murr’s House
Bill 297 was passed by the Texas House by a vote of 95 to 46.
The bill would abolish school
district maintenance and operations (M&O) property taxes
by Jan. 1, 2022. On average
across the state, school M&O
taxes account for more than 50
percent of all property taxes. It
is also the part of the property
tax that is subject to recapture,
otherwise known as “Robin
Hood.” The legislation will end
the process of recapture as we
know it, and cut the average
property tax bill nearly in half.
“Too often, our elected officials pay lip service to the idea
of property tax relief without
offering any meaningful solutions,” said Murr following the
vote. “This vote takes direct
aim at the problem of skyrocketing property tax bills. I commend Speaker Bonnen and the
95 other members, both Democrats and Republicans, who
stood up for property owners
today, and I implore the Texas
Senate to take up and pass this
legislation as well.”
Texas Speaker of the
House Dennis Bonnen also
voiced his support for the bill.
“I was proud to vote in support of House Bill 297, and I
thank Rep. Murr for putting
the House on the right track
toward identifying additional

solutions that would bolster
our efforts to reform the school
finance and property tax systems.” said Bonnen.
The driving force behind
rising property taxes in Texas
is the school finance system.
While a statewide property
tax is prohibited by the Texas
Constitution, local school districts rely upon local property
taxes to help fund public education. According to the Texas
Education Agency, those local
taxes now account for over 60
percent of the cost of funding
public schools, with the state
paying for less than 40 percent.
In the place of M&O taxes, House Bill 297 would require legislators to find another source of funding, such as
a consumption tax, to replace
the revenue. By transitioning
to a broader tax base from other sources, the state can better
meet its’ obligation to provide
for the public education of our
children, while also reducing
the burden on home owners
and property taxpayers.
House Bill 297 is structured
to be revenue neutral and ensure there is no reduction in
funding for public schools. Enrichment spending by school
districts would also be unaffected and remain at the discretion of local school districts,
maintaining local control over
a small amount of discretion-

ary revenue.
“While Texas is generally
viewed as a low-tax state, the
dirty little secret is that our
property tax rates are among
the highest in the nation. In
fact, it’s only places like New
Jersey, Illinois and Connecticut who have higher rates than
ours. Slashing the property
tax will provide tangible incentives for out-of-state businesses to re-locate to Texas
and for existing businesses to
expand and create new jobs.”
remarked Murr. “It will give
families greater opportunities
for home ownership, while
also protecting existing homeowners, particularly those on
fixed-incomes, from skyrocketing appraisals and crippling
tax bills.”
Murr added, “People have
been complaining about Robin Hood for as long as I can
remember, but until today we
have not had the political will
to actually solve the problem.
By passing this legislation,
the Texas House has said that
enough is enough. We will no
longer saddle property owners with an unjust tax system
that punishes them for owning
their little piece of Texas.”
House Bill 297 now moves
to the Texas Senate. If passed
by the Senate, it will go to the
desk of Gov. Greg Abbott to
be signed into law.

Leader checks out social media
By Laura Benavides Scallan
A member of the People of
Sagemont 2 Facebook group
stated they were discarding
newspapers at the recycling
bin at St. Luke’s Church. The
member wrote they got out of
their car for about 30 seconds
and when they returned, the
passenger door was open and
someone had stolen a phone
and purse. The incident occurred May 9 around noon.
This post has been shared to
other community Facebook
groups. Another member of
the same group posted security camera footage of suspects
in a minivan get out of the ve-

hicle and burglarize his van.
The incident happened May 11
around 2:50 a.m. in the Gulf
Meadows area.
A member of the Southbelt
This & That Facebook group
shared security footage of sus-

pects trying to break into her
vehicles. According to the
member, the suspects had also
damaged property at The Preserve at Highland Glen, Clearbrook Meadows and Riverstone Ranch.
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Moore names Noon Optimists

Meador receives surprises for National Teacher Appreciation Week

Every year, Pasadena Independent School District recognizes a staff member and a
third- and fourth-grade student from each school, who have proven to be exemplary
in their actions and work ethic. Moore Elementary’s Noon Optimist recipients for
2019 are, left to right, Yamileth Ramales, fourth-grader; Debbie Pampell, resource
paraprofessional; and Noah Obregon, third-grader.
Photo by Angelica Moreno-Perez

Meador Elementary teachers and staff enjoyed National Teacher Appreciation Week, Bundt the Best for You” bundt cakes to Mike Barton, dyslexia teacher. Shown above
May 6 – 10, by receiving special surprises all week including breakfast, lunch, sweets Lauren Riojas (left) and Filgia Norman are all smiles when the bundt cake cart comes
and other treats. Shown above is Beverly Bolton (left), principal, delivering “Nothing around.
Photos by Tara Merida

Bill reintroduced to stymie efforts to allow Frazier
local police to serve as immigration officers students
On May 14, Rep. Sylvia
Garcia with Reps. Mike Quigley, Pramila Jayapal, Hank
Johnson and Chuy García
reintroduced legislation that
would end Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s ability to contract with local law
enforcement in order to enforce federal immigration law.
This legislation comes on the
heels of a new ICE initiative
unveiled last week that allows
local law enforcement officers
to individually partner with
ICE, even if the jurisdictions
in which they work do not
have formal 287(g) agreements. In the Senate, the bill is

led by Sen. Cory Booker and
cosponsored by Sens. Richard
Durbin, Chris Murphy, Brian
Schatz, Bernie Sanders and
Kamala Harris.
The PROTECT Immigration Act would repeal the
287(g) provision in the Immigration and Nationality Act
that allows the Department of
Homeland Security to contract with state and local law
enforcement to enforce federal immigration law. The
program has scaled up significantly during the Trump
administration, more than
doubling since Trump took
office – from 36 agreements

in 16 states in January 2017
to 80 agreements in 21 states
recently.
“Rather than helping our
immigration
enforcement
efforts, the 287(g) program
undermines the authority of
local officials and law enforcement to do their jobs and
keep the public safe, while
demonizing and unfairly profiling immigrants and people
of color,” said Garcia. “I am
proud to stand with my colleagues in sponsoring this bill
to end the 287(g) program,
allowing our men and women of law enforcement to do
their jobs effectively and set

their own local public safety priorities. Mandates from
Washington that lead to racial
profiling and additional costs
to local taxpayers are not the
answer.”
“Local and state law enforcement already have a job
to do—protecting and serving their communities. Immigration enforcement is the job
of the federal government.
The 287(g) program erodes
the relationship between law
enforcement and the communities they serve and too often
relies on profiling and racist
stereotypes,” said Quigley.
“Police should be building

trust with their communities
instead of using their limited
resources to serve as part of
this administration’s deportation force.”
“The 287(g) program acts
as a cancer in the communities
where it is still implemented,
often putting residents at odds
with the officers sworn to
protect them. The law serves
as a blank check for local
officials to discriminate, demonize and racially profile
the immigrant community
— the vast majority of whom
are law-abiding, productive
citizens. Immigration policy
Continued on Page 6A

decorate
cakes

Frazier Elementary students in the Center for
Afterschool, Summer and
Enrichment program in
partnership with H-E-B
participated in a cake
decorating day last week.
The students worked diligently decorating cakes
to give their mothers on
Mother’s Day. Students
were allowed to use frosting of different colors to
brightly decorate their
cakes. Shown right all
smiles while frosting his
cake is Alexander Gordon. Shown below starting to decorate are Kyndall McClain (left) and
Jasmine Brown.
Photos by Susan Blue

Showing off the finished product of brightly decorated cakes are Nki Uzomah (left) and Julian Hinojosa.
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CCISD honors local
community partners
During a Texas-sized
Volunteer and Partnership
Roundup, Clear Creek Independent School District paid
tribute to the many community partners who were a big
part of the success of its students and schools over the
past year.
The district announced the
recipients of the Community Partner of the Year award,
the Elementary Volunteer of
the Year award and the Secondary Volunteer of the Year
award.
As the special guests entered the Challenger Columbia Stadium fieldhouse, they
were greeted by cattle and
their student owners who are
members of the CCISD FFA
program and represented every chapter in the district. In
keeping with the roundup
theme of the morning, the
Mossman Elementary second-grade choir, directed by
JoAnn Burke, sang and performed a musical medley of
western selections, complete
with square dancing to entertain the crowd.
“Our principals and other
leaders you see in the room today know that our district – our
campuses – would look very
different today without your
muscle, minds and monetary
support,” said Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Greg Smith
during opening remarks.
In a community impact report, Smith traced the history
and growth of Clear Creek
ISD in this, the district’s
70th anniversary year. He
then stepped through the past
year’s challenges and successes and directly tied volunteers
and partners to many positive
outcomes. Smith remembered
the Santa Fe and Parkland
tragedies and shared how the
CCISD community supported
the Santa Fe family and rallied around improved crisis
prevention and preparedness.
“This effort drew together parents and students, law
enforcement and legislators,
rallying as one for the sake of
student safety,” Smith said.
Smith announced Houston
Methodist Clear Lake Hospital as the Community Partner
of the Year.
In addition to the nearly 30 years of support to the
district’s student athletes
through the hospital’s athletic
trainers and expertise, Houston Methodist has demonstrated a deep commitment to
the mission and expansion of
The Leader In Me program at
CCISD schools, he said.
“We wanted to deepen our
existing partnerships with
CCISD and we saw a way to
do that through The Leader In
Me program,” said Houston
Methodist Clear Lake Chief
Executive Officer, Dan Newman.
“This program changes our community so we are
very excited to be a part of
something that is so transformative for our students and
this community.”
The district honored the
following campus Volunteers
of the Year:
Elementary campus
Armand Bayou Elementary: Chris Madsen.
Bauerschlag Elementary:
Sarah Toschlog.
Bay Elementary: Tina Roy.
Brookwood Elementary:
Brenda Sanzone.
Clear Lake City Elementary: Marilyn Strahan.
Falcon Pass Elementary:
Courtney Monk.
Ferguson
Elementary:
Sharon Parrott.
Gilmore Elementary: Suzanne Bennett.
Goforth
Elementary:
Gwen Torstrick.
Greene
Elementary:
Shelly Dodd.
Hall Elementary: Brad
Ashford.
Hyde Elementary: Leonor
Leal.
Landolt Elementary: Debra Beatty.
League City Elementary:
Ally Hardick.
McWhirter Elementary:
Olga De la Garza.
Mossman
Elementary:
Jennifer Martin.
North Pointe Elementary:
Janeen Dolby.
Ralph Parr Elementary:
JoAnn Wellmeyer.
Robinson
Elementary:
Michael Hibbetts.
Ross Elementary: Kacie
Searle.
Stewart Elementary: Brandon Williams.
John F. Ward Elementary:
Rebecca Bistel.

Weber Elementary: Melissa Page.
Wedgewood Elementary:
Elizabeth Bicocco.
Whitcomb Elementary:
Erin Perez.
White Elementary: Shannon Hansen.
Intermediate campus
Bayside
Intermediate:
Steve Blackwood.
Brookside Intermediate:
Holly Conrad.
Clear Creek Intermediate:
DeAnne Machniak.
Clear Lake Intermediate:
Shelley Rodriguez.
Creekside Intermediate:
Charito Colocado.
League City Intermediate:
Matt Lisle.
Seabrook Intermediate:
Heather Kosikas.
Space Center Intermediate: Lisa Otto.
Victory Lakes Intermediate: Roxann Zamora.
Westbrook Intermediate:
Jana Paul.
High School campus
Clear Brook High School:
Susan Mitschke.
Clear Creek High School:
Karin Taylor
Clear Falls High School:
Edyta Falkiewicz Smieja.
Clear Horizons Early College High School: Tammy
Shinder.
Clear Lake High School:
Karen Clayton.
Clear
Springs
High
School: Michele Klages.
Clear View High School:
Tim Kropp.
From this pool of loyal
campus supporters, the district announced Brandon
Williams from Stewart Elementary was chosen the Elementary Volunteer of the
Year, and Tim Kropp from
Clear View High School was
selected the Secondary Volunteer of the Year.
Williams was hailed for
his commitment to support
Stewart Elementary student
safety during the past year’s
significant renovations taking
place on that campus. In addition to serving as a Watch
D.O.G.S. parent for several
years, Williams saw the campus was in need of help during
the construction phase and began coming to the school every morning before heading
to work to help with student
dropoff in the car rider line.
“His dedication and calm
and supporting demeanor has
been encouraging for the parents, our staff and students,”
said Dr. Britani Moses, Stewart principal. “In fact, sometimes people think he is an
employee at our school!”
A Space Center Rotarian,
Kropp was described as someone who understands the value
of service to the community
and leadership development,
especially for the students
of Clear View High School.
Kropp, a former high school
Interact member himself, is
the Interact Rotarian Sponsor for that campus. Interact
clubs bring together Rotarians
with young people to develop
leadership skills while discovering the power of service
above self. The students of
Clear View High School benefit immensely from Kropp’s
caring involvement in other
aspects of student life as well,
from providing scholarships
and paying for club T-shirts to
collecting funds to help make
prom memorable for students
who may need a little help.
Clear View High School
senior, Jade Brown, made the
surprise announcement in front
of the crowd of more than 200.
“It is because of Mr. Kropp
that recently I was able to go to
a student conference for NewGen Peacebuilders,” Brown
said. “That two-day conference really impacted me. It
made me realize that even
though we come from different places and backgrounds,
we can still work successfully
towards a common goal. Without him, I never would have
gotten to experience that.”
The morning celebration concluded with Laura
Varley, president of Clear
Creek Community Council
of PTAs, announcing Bauerschlag Elementary as the
campus that had the highest
number of PTA members.
Principal Kelly Chapman accepted the award on behalf
of her campus. Varley also
announced that the CCCC
of PTAs had earned the Diamond Membership Award
from the Texas PTA, which is
achieved when 100 percent of
a council’s PTAs experience
an increase in membership.

BASC to hold monthly dance
The Bay Area Singles Club monthly dance is set for May
18, from 7 to 10 p.m., at VFW Lodge, 5204 Highway 3,
Dickinson. Guests are encouraged to bring party snacks to
share. The cost is $8 for members and $10 for nonmembers.
For information, call 832-483-3257 or 832-477-6778.

SB Dolphins open registration
The Southbelt Dolphins will hold football and cheer registration and a barbecue fundraiser May 18 and June 29,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 10863 Kirkfair Drive. The football
registration ages are 5 – 12 and the fee is $300. There is a
bring-a-friend discount of $100. The cheer and drill registration ages are 4 – 13 and the fee is $300.
For more information, call Raoul Garza at 281-818-7880.

Over The Back Fence
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, PAPAW!
Ted Heinrich of Sagemeadow marked his
77th birthday May 7. His wife Linda gives her
love and thanks him for being a wonderful husband, father and papaw! Birthday wishes are
sent from son Carl Heinrich and his wife Martha Heinrich and their children Carl IV, Drayton, Meadaux and Easton Heinrich; daughter
Piper and husband Anthony Sais and granddaughter Parker Sais, who say, “We love you!”
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, COURTNEY
Courtney Durham celebrates a happy birthday Monday, May 20. Best wishes are sent to
her from husband Chris and children Abigail
and Jackson Durham; parents Fred and
Leslie Flickinger; sister Kimberly; uncle David
(Leader president) and his wife Ellie Flickinger;
grandmother Olive Falkowski; grandfather
John Fairchild; grandparents Marie (Leader
publisher) and David Flickinger; and friends
and the Leader staff.
BEST WISHES TO JACLYN
Wishes for a special birthday are sent to
former Leader staffer Jaclyn Ramirez Tremont
May 20 from her friends and the Leader staff.
SCHOOL DAZE
The following personnel of the Pasadena Independent School District celebrate birthdays
May 16 through May 22.
Burnett Elementary
The day for a birthday gift for Sheri Rodgers

is May 16. Light the candles May 21 for Karessa
Whitely.
Bush Elementary
Send a birthday card May 17 to Sandra
Garza. Marianela Diaz enjoys a birthday May
21.
Frazier Elementary
Connie Groves and Marissa Monjazeb
enjoy a birthday May 16. Send a warm birthday
greeting May 18 to Susan Blue. Irma Garza
celebrates a special birthday May 19. May 22
is the day to sing a birthday chorus to Marisol
Cervantes.
Genoa Elementary
Best wishes for a great birthday May 16 are
sent to Katie Dunagan.
Meador Elementary
Marking a birthday May 20 is Gloria Serrato.
Birthday greetings are in order for Stephanie
Bounds on May 21.
Stuchbery Elementary
Sing a chorus of a birthday song May 17 to
Shirley Young.
Roberts Middle School
Light the candles on a double-layer cake May
20 for Denise Gourley and Charlya Silver.
Beverly Hills Intermediate
Celebrating a birthday May 16 is Anne
Berry. Send a happy birthday greeting May
18 to Heather Anders. The day for a party for
Daniel Jacobs is May 19. Micah Strickland is

by Alexis

Batman celebrates
day with Cavazos

wished a happy birthday May 21.
Dobie High
On May 16, blow out the candles on a double-layer cake for Leisha Lewis and Maria
Romero. Happy birthday greetings are sent to
Tyler Ruberg May 18.
FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
The Leader sends happy birthday wishes to
friends who enjoy a birthday:
Thursday, May 16: Anthony Swilley, Alan
Adams, Keith Walker, Kenny Napper and
Allyson McMillen; Friday, May 17: Becky
Henry, Roland Kennedy, Gina Houghton
and Jessica Nixon; Saturday, May 18: Melody
Tanner, Brian Conn, Sheila Neal, Jessica
Ramirez De La Cruz, Alondra Cristina and
Rachel Mooney; Sunday, May 19: Melanie
Martin, Tanya Williams, Jonathan Pearson,
Robby Asbury, Leah Poirrer, and Laura
Scott; Monday, May 20: Norma Pruneda,
Joey Martinez, Mike Freeman, Juan
Cruz, Tami Richardson, Kathy Swift and
Al Carter; Tuesday, May 21: Vance Britt,
Shelly Woodin, and Kimberly Garza; and
Wednesday, May 22: Felicia Ayala, Kevin
Dalley, Bill Mondy and Becki Withers.
LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
Email birthday, anniversary, vacation,
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Meador chess club challenges Principal Bolton
Meador’s Chess Club students challenged the principal to a friendly outdoor
game of chess. There were
four students who won the
game against the principal
and adult volunteers, as
their classmates cheered
them on. Connie Daumas,
campus chess coordinator and Peer Facilitator,
worked with the students
all year long to practice
their skills. Shown right
are, left to right, (front
row) Jaedon Sinclair,
fourth-grade winner; Pretty McCoy, fourth-grade
winner; Jessica Cardenas, fourth-grade winner;
Luke Kellen, third-grade
winner; (back row) Steve
Cowan, volunteer; Alex
Daumas, volunteer; and
Beverly Bolton, principal.
Shown below are, left to
right, Courtney Williams,
fourth-grader; Cardenas;
Kellen; McCoy; Alexander Tiscareno, third-grader;
Cayden
Hedge,
fourth-grader;
Jillian
Mikulski,
fourth-grader; Sophia Breigheit,
fourth-grader; Sinclair;
Musa Bahar, third-grader;
Aden
Dejesus,
fourth-grader; Matthew
Espinoza, fourth-grader; Ahn Le, fourth-grader; and Abraham Gillen,
fourth-grader.
Photos by Connie Daumas

Batman made an appearance at South Belt Elementary School Wednesday, May 8, to wish Raquel Cavazos
(left), South Belt Elementary School nurse, Happy
Nurse’s Day. According to school officials, Cavazos does
an amazing job taking care of students. School officials
consider her a superhero every day.
Photo submitted

Girl Scout skate event set
The community is invited by the Girl Scouts to the annual
Skate Party June 25 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Pearwood Skate Center at 1230 Broadway St. in Pearland. Attendees may register
to join Girl Scouts at the event and skate for free. Current Girl
Scout members may skate for $3 and nonmembers for $5.
Those interested in becoming a Girl Scout may register online
at www.gssjc.org and search for a troop by zip code.

Black belts teach self-defense
The American Society of Karate is offering one-hour
self-defense and martial arts courses for teens and adults
(ages 13-80) at the Sagemont Park Community Center, located at 11507 Hughes, on Fridays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The courses are free and are taught by experienced martial
arts instructors. No previous self-defense or martial arts experience is necessary. For more information, email Michael.
Alonzo@ASKKarate.com or call 281-788-5930.

BAGS announces special event
The Bay Area Genealogical Society in Houston announced
a special program to be presented Friday evening, May 31, at
University Baptist Church (UBC), 16106 Middlebrook Drive.
Attendees will meet in the Chapel on the first floor in UBC at
6:30 p.m. for socializing. The meeting begins at 7 p.m.
The special speaker will be League City Police Department representatives and genealogist Shera Lapoint, who will
discuss the genealogy and DNA research performed to determine the identities of the victims in the Jane Doe and Janet
Doe unsolved murder cases.
Using the genetic genealogy of Jane Doe and Janet Doe,
investigators meticulously constructed family trees and DNA
profiles and compared them against databases at Gedmatch.
com, Ancestry.com and FamilyTreeDNA.com. With those
matches, they identified and found family members of the two
victims that were found on Calder Road in League City.
Detectives were able to identify and locate living family
members from both victims. DNA samples were collected
from the son and sister of Janet Doe, and agents from the FBI
coordinated the collection from the family members of Jane
Doe who were out of state.
In a video about the case, League City Police urged people
whose loved ones are missing to submit DNA to databases.
The LCPD officials said using DNA to locate people is an
“emerging tool” for law enforcement.
For more information about the cases including the video, visit the League City websites at https://www.leagueci
ty.com/civicalerts.aspx?aid=2266; https://www.leaguecity.
com/3279/Audrey-Cook---Cold-Case-86-216; and https://
www.leaguecity.com/3280/Donna-Prudhomme---ColdCase-91-2200. For more information about the Bay Area Ge
nealogical Society, visit https://www.txbayareagen.org/.

Remember When
40 years ago (1979)
Texas Rangers were redfaced when they found they
transported Sen. Gene Jones’
brother to Austin, thinking all
the time that they had the senator in custody.
Four Dobie High School
students, George Robb, Bobby Marlowe, Pam Kramer
and Jack Terry, won first
place at the Stephen F. Austin
Social Studies Competition
held in Nacogdoches.
35 years ago (1984)
Two area constables arrested a teenager and a
20-year-old Freeway Manor
resident after a high-speed
chase, which began in the
South Belt area.
The Immigration and Naturalization Service arrested
two undocumented workers
at a job site in the South Belt
area.
30 years ago (1989)
Dobie High School teacher Kathleen Murrell was
named one of three state finalists for the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Science and Mathematics.
Investigations on the Dixie
Oil Processors Superfund site
by the Environmental Protection Agency either missed or
greatly underestimated the
number of tars buried at the
site, according to one of the
potentially responsible par-

ties involved.
25 years ago (1994)
Three pine trees were stolen out of the front yard of a
home in the Kirkmont subdivision.
A Thompson Intermediate School teacher filed a
grievance with the Pasadena
Independent School District
over being reassigned after
teaching math at the school
for more than 20 years.
20 years ago (1999)
Groundbreaking ceremonies for Grace Community
Church were scheduled at the
church’s new location on the
east side of the Gulf Freeway
between Scarsdale and Dixie
Farm Road.
Mayor Lee P. Brown’s
appearance before the South
Belt-Ellington Chamber of
Commerce was rescheduled
as the area was pelted with
nearly 7 inches of rain.
15 years ago (2004)
Officials with the city’s
Neighborhood Protection department were working with
community members to clean
up properties in the South
Belt area.
There was a significant
increase in drug-related activities in the South Belt and
its schools according to law
enforcement officials.
San
Jacinto
College
South’s Professor Pam Camp-

bell was the 2004 nominee for
the Minnie Stevens Piper national award.
Houston voters approved
Proposition One with a 73
percent to 27 percent margin.
Incumbent Vickie Morgan
retained her Position 7 seat
on the Pasadena Independent
School District’s board of
trustees.
Channel 11 News falsely took credit for sidewalks
constructed on Beamer. Clear
Brook MUD general manager Chris Clark was responsible for initiating the sidewalk
construction.
10 years ago (2009)
Houston City Councilmember Mike Sullivan
held a town hall meeting.
Representatives from several
other city branches as well
as the Harris County Flood
Control District were also in
attendance. The councilman
spoke on the new Bracewell
Library branch, road repair
work on South Shaver Street
between the Gulf Freeway
and Highway 3, construction of an addition to the
Sagemont Community Center on Hughes Road, his opposition to the proposed construction of the low-income
Dixie Gardens apartment
complex on Dixie Farm Road
and how he had worked extensively to close the unsafe

Almeda Chateau complex on
Kingspoint back in March.
City of Houston officials
held a meeting to discuss
area flooding and drainage
issues. Residents throughout
the Greater Houston area
attended the function, despite
the fact it had been arranged
at the last minute with little
notice. Many South Belt residents were among those in
attendance.
The YMCA announced its
plan to close the seniors’ fitness center at Memorial
Hermann Southeast Hospital
upsetting many of its members. Under the direction of
the Vic Coppinger Family
YMCA in Pearland, the center had been open since 1988.
The decision to close the satellite branch stemmed from
lack of funds and declining
membership, according to
Trazanna Moreno, spokeswoman for the YMCA of
Greater Houston.
Jeffrey J. Mullen, 33, was
killed in a motorcycle accident in the 13400 block of the
Gulf Freeway.
5 years ago (2014)
The Rev. James Burkart
announced he would be stepping down as head pastor of
the Catholic Community of
St. Luke the Evangelist to
take a new position at Christ
the Good Shepherd Catho-

T & K HOME CARE & MORE
lic Community in Spring.
Burkart began as pastor at
St. Luke’s in January 2008,
replacing Stephen R. Horn.
Burkart was replaced by the
Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, who
previously served as parochial vicar of St. Michael Catholic Church in the Galleria
area.
1 year ago (2018)
The Aspen Institute for
Community College Excellence once again named San
Jacinto College as one of 10
finalists for the prestigious
2019 Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence,
the nation’s preeminent recognition of high achievement and performance in
America’s community colleges. Awarded every two
years since 2011 by the Aspen Institute, a Washington,
D.C.-based educational and
policy studies organization,
the prize recognizes institutions that achieve high student outcomes, and improve
those outcomes. The Aspen
Prize recognizes community colleges with exceptional
achievements in the following four areas: student learning; certificate and degree
completion; employment and
earnings rates after graduation; and access for and success of minority and low-income students.

Services Offered:
Activities of Daily Living
3HUVRQDO&DUH0HDO3UHSDUDWLRQ
7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ6HUYLFHV
For More Information Contact:
Yvonne Thomas at 832-665-0727

Largest selection of
wigs in Texas!
FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS
The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE
Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After
Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION
OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Becky’s

125 E. Galveston Street
League City
281-332-6407
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need a pregnancy test
need to know what to do

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Conﬁdential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South
Crisis Pregnancy Center
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SoHo intermediate named principal of the year

Gomez winner of Excellence Award

By Jade Wise,
Pasadena ISD
South Houston Intermediate Principal Laura
Gomez was recently announced as the winner of
the 2019 H-E-B Excellence in Education secondary principal of the
year award.
Gomez, who was
named a finalist for the
award earlier this year,
learned of her win during
the 18th annual H-E-B
Excellence in Education
Awards ceremony at the
Fairmont Hotel in Austin
last weekend.
“When I heard them
announce my school and
my name during the ceremony, I was completely
speechless,” said Gomez.
“I am very humbled
and excited, but for me,
this isn’t just a recognition for one person. I
am surrounded by great
people both within our
campus and district that
work together to build
trust and achieve our
goals. That collaboration
is priceless to me.”
Gomez was selected
as the winner by a panel of judges including
former winners, school
administrators and university and community
leaders.
“For the judges to be
able to recognize our
successes in serving our

The 2019 H-E-B Excellence in Education secondary fessional career in Pasadena ISD and the last 13 years
principal of the year award was recently presented to as principal of South Houston Intermediate.
Laura Gomez. She has spent her entire 25-year proPhoto submitted

community is something
that means so much to
me,” said Gomez. “I even
had judges tell me that
what we are doing at our
campus is incredible because our data ‘doesn’t
reflect your campus’s
demographics.’”
Gomez has spent her

entire 25-year educational career in Pasadena
ISD and the last 13 as
principal of South Houston Intermediate.
She says some of her
greatest pride comes
from seeing former students succeed after they
leave SHI.

“When you see former students going off
to Stanford, MIT or even
Harvard, it’s just a great
feeling knowing that you
got to play a tiny part in
the path that they took,”
said Gomez.
In addition to winning the prestigious

award, Gomez received a
$10,000 cash prize and a
$25,000 grant for South
Houston Intermediate.
She said that the grant
will go toward various
campus programs, technology upgrades and
general needs around the
school.

Tasters enjoy South Belt cook-off

The Tipsy Tasters enjoyed judging the food at the right, (front row) Rita Suchma, Connie Daumas, Gina
annual South Belt Spectacular Cook-off, held April Browne, Gracie Gonzales, (back row) Wendy Le Fever
26 and 27. Shown above are the Tipsy Tasters, left to and Sylvia Velasquez.
Photo submitted

PISD recognizes FFA members at awards banquet
Pasadena Independent
School District Future
Farmers of America members and community leaders were recognized May
2 during the district’s third
annual FFA banquet at Pasadena Convention Center.
It was an emotional night
for many FFA members in
attendance as it concluded
their time with the organization.
“For many of our members, especially the seniors, our FFA chapters feel
like home and graduation
means leaving the comfort
of home. But FFA means
family and these students
will always be family,” said

Johnna Mikolajchak, CTE
agriculture teacher.
The event attracted more
than 400 attendees, including FFA members, sponsors, supporters of FFA
chapters districtwide, PISD
school board members and
district and campus administrators.
An auction was held
throughout the course of the
event that raised approximately $1,500 for PISD
FFA chapters.
The banquet featured
several
heartwarming
speeches by retiring seniors. Awards were presented to chapter members
and supporters of the pro-

Olson acts to reduce
Verastegui
immigration backlog
recognized as
student hero
Recently, Rep. Pete Olson met with Wallace Carroll, U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Service Field
office director at the USCIS Houston office.
During the meeting, the
group discussed USCIS
efforts to address the excessive backlog Houston
area constituents face with
N-400 applications for
Naturalization and I-485
“green card” applications,
as well as the bipartisan
letter Rep. Olson recently led inquiring about the
backlog and requesting the
funds necessary to address

Lewis Career and Technical High
School senior Eduardo Verastegui
(shown above and left with award)
was recently named the State Board of
Education’s 2019 Student Hero of the
Year. A YouTube with a following of
nearly 400,000 viewers, Verastegui selflessly volunteers his time to multiple
local causes. Verastegui is shown above
with, left to right, Dr. Troy McCarley,
associate superintendent, Pasadena
ISD; Steve Fleming, principal, CTHS;
Barbara Cargill, member, Texas State
Board of Education (also pictured left);
Dr. DeeAnn Powell, superintendent,
Pasadena ISD; and Andrea Nguyen, AV
instructor, CTHS.
Photos submitted

By Reesha Brown,
Pasadena ISD
Barbara Cargill, a
member of the Texas State
Board of Education, paid
a surprise visit to Career
& Technical High School
senior Eduardo Verastegui
to honor him as the State
Board of Education’s 2019
Student Hero of the Year.
Verastegui, who was
under the pretense that he
would be interviewed for a
senior spotlight series, was
presented with an honorary plaque, a check for
$200 and balloons to mark
the special occasion.
Joining the celebration
were Dr. DeeAnn Powell,
PISD superintendent; district and campus administrators; AV classmates; and
teacher Andrea Nguyen.
The YouTube star and
soon-to-be graduate is no
stranger to being in front

of the camera. He has
amassed an impressive following of nearly 400,000
viewers through his YouTube channel, where he
creates videos, documenting life in the U.S. “I’ve
always liked to inspire
other people. I’ve always
liked to have an impact in
other people’s lives,” said
Verastegui.
“It means the world to
me, being able to give back
to my community, doing
what I feel the most passionate about – which is
making videos and sharing
my stories to spread positivity. There is a lot of negativity in this world and we can
each do our part, as little as
it is or as big as it is.”
Beyond video production, Verastegui also finds
time to give back. He’s
volunteered for Sarah’s
House, the McDonald’s

Texas Invitational Basketball Tournament and at
various summer camps.
In honor of Verastegui’s
accomplishments
and volunteer efforts, he
was named the Student
Hero by the State Board of
Education. He is the first
student in Pasadena ISD
to earn the award. Out of
15 Texas State Board districts, he is the only student
for District Eight to be
chosen for the recognition.
“I hope that people
who watch his YouTube
channel, or have the honor
and privilege of meeting
Eduardo in person take to
heart what his message is,”
said Cargill. “Eduardo’s
purpose is to inspire-- and
that’s a very different message. He strives to be very
uplifting, inspirational and
positive to others. Students
such as Eduardo can be an

“Fly Me To The Moon” dance set
The community is invited to attend a special ballroom dance event titled “Fly Me To
The Moon” at Hometown Heroes Park Saturday, June 1, from 7 to 9:45 p.m.
This dance will honor the 50th anniversary of the moon landing and acknowledge
the accomplishments of all who have contributed to the success of the NASA Space
Program. Spouses, widows and widowers of those who accomplished amazing feats
will be recognized, along with NASA affiliates. A special fox trot to the theme dance
will be reserved for them.
Neva Schroder will provide music selections including a wide variety of rhythms.
Suggested attire is “dress as you like” or “after-five,” or NASA attire. All dancers are
welcome regardless of skill level, age or status. Tables are reserved for “dancers without
partners” for those who share partners. The door fee is $8. Refreshments will be served
and ice water provided. This event is smoke-free and alcohol-free. Selections are by
Let’s Dance, coordinated by Bill and Neva Schroder. For details, call 417-838-2204.

gram. Before the close of
the event, a scholarship on
behalf of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo was
presented to Taylor Miles,
Dobie FFA, for $700.
“We are immensely
proud of our FFA members,” Mikolajchak said.
“They are exceptional
young people that are becoming our leaders of tomorrow right before our
eyes and it is a blessing to
be part of their journey.”
The honorees are:
Outstanding Greenhand
Award winners
Aryana Diaz – Pasadena
FFA.
Marissa Whitehead –
Sam Rayburn FFA.

Gerardo Solis – Dobie
FFA.
Tiffany Messina – Pasadena Memorial FFA.
Outstanding Chapter
Member Award winners
Daniel Esquivel – Pasadena FFA.
Melanie Carrera – Sam
Rayburn FFA.
Justin Esquivel – Dobie
FFA.
Kyleigh Hathhorn – Pasadena Memorial FFA.
Top Hand Award winners
Daniel Gallardo – Pasadena FFA.
Jade Britt – Sam Rayburn FFA.
Samantha Carter – Dobie FFA.
Payton Beard – Pasade-

na Memorial.
Honorary Membership
Award winners
Sally Campbell – Pasadena FFA.
Ricky Perez – Sam Rayburn FFA.
Greg McNeil and Tiffany Wallace – Dobie FFA.
Pasadena Livestock Show
and Rodeo scholarships
Victoria Aranda, Dobie
FFA, in the amount of $800.
Taylor Miles, Dobie
FFA, in the amount of
$1,000.
Hilario Campos, Pasadena FFA, in the amount of
$500.
Evelyn Esquivel, Pasadena FFA in the amount of
$1,200.

this issue.
“It was invaluable to
meet with folks at USCIS yesterday to discuss
their efforts to address the
backlog of immigration
and citizenship applications in our region,” Olson
said. “Houston is a global city and our residents
should not face months
of additional delays simply based on location.
I’m pleased to work with
Director Carroll to ensure
these applications are processed in a timely manner
and hope this issue will be
fixed soon.”

Clear Lake gem society meets

inspiration to all of us –
even to us adults.”
Cargill’s decision to
honor Verastegui with the
award was inspired in part
by the “Not Your Average
Kid” video featuring Verastegui, produced earlier
this year.

The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society meets the third
Monday of the month at the Clear Lake Park Building, located at 5001 NASA Pkwy. in Seabrook. The next meeting is
May 20 at 7 p.m. (new time). Presenters explore topics such
as fossils, planetary geology, mineralogy, lapidary, jewelry
making, fossil and mineral collecting.
Often there are field trips to Texas collecting sites and surrounding states. Parking is free.
For information, visit www.clgms.org.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Attend the church of your choice
The Catholic Community of

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Xavier Bilavendiran, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant
Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk
281-484-4230

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Tuesday & Thursday

Vigil 5:30 p.m.
7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
1 p.m. Misa en Español
9 a.m.
7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.
Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816
Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

Bill & Cheryl Hines

We’ve Enlarged Our
Day Care Facilities
Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES
Sunday

Wednesday

Early Service • 7:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m.
Sunday School • 9:30 a.m.
Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.
Nursery Available at all Services
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Beverly Hills performs national anthem at Astros game

Chamber honors McPhail

Some South Belt community members were surprised but happy to see the Beverly at the Houston Astros game on Thursday, April 25. Although the Astros did not preHills Intermediate choir, band and orchestra perform “The Star Spangled Banner” vail in the subsequent game, the students performed well. Photo by Steven Thomson

Sandlin’s class claims victory in Dobie9 March Madness

Sageglen resident and retired U.S. Marine Corps Col. Joe McPhail, 97, was a special guest of honor at a recent luncheon at the Lone Star Flight Museum to honor
local military stationed at Ellington Field. Hosted by the South Belt-Ellington
Chamber of Commerce, the event was held in recognition of May being Military
Appreciation Month. Recognized at the function were the Texas Air National
Guard, U.S. Army National Guard, U.S. Army Reserves, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S.
Marines Reserves and U.S. Navy Reserves, all of whom are stationed at the Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base. A veteran of both WWII and the Korean War,
McPhail flew 240 combat missions. See related story and photo on Page 1A.
Photo by Marie Flickinger

Bill endorsed by organizations
Students at Dobie9 High School recently participated in a campuswide “March Madness” tutoring incentive. Students earned points for their fourth-period class by attending tutorials during mega lunch. After six weeks of competition, Early College
teacher Miranda Sandlin’s fourth-period world geography class came out on top as
the Dobie9 March Madness champions with 413 tutoring attendance points. Shown
are the students in that class, left to right, (front row) Celeste Spiller, Tre Villanueva,

Angelina Luis, Alexandra Luna, Angelica Rubio, Jimmy Le, Gabriel Barbosa, Leslie
Gonzalez, Cristian Sepulveda, Xavier Malone, Estevan Guzman, Amber Webster, Brianna Vasquez, Ramiro Garcia, Alexander Torres, (back row) Natalie Contreras, Shayla Morrison, Natalie Zeledon, Travis Small-Jones, Maya Salinas, Paris Saldarriaga,
Nathan Delagarza, Boston McAfee, Ashley Brown-Klawuhn, Jaelan Sherman, David
Maldonado and Sandlin.
Photo submitted

Meador recognizes Noon Optimist recipients, staff

Meador Elementary recognized this year’s Pasadena Noon Optimist award winners.
Shown are the Noon Optimist recipients, above left, left to right, Tara Merida, counselor; Annette Stubbs, peer facilitator recipient; Alyssa Rodriguez, third-grade recipient; Beverly Bolton, principal; Jillian Mikuslky, fourth-grade recipient; and Amy
Clowers, assistant principal. Meador also recognized Cecilia Stewart, clerical aide/art

liaison, on her 30 years of service in PISD and Kim Cowan, first-grade teacher, for 25
years of service. Joycelyn Woodard was also named Teacher of the Year. Shown above
right are Stewart (left) and Bolton. Shown below left are, Cowan (left) and Bolton.
Shown below right are Bolton (left) and Woodard.
Photos by Tara Merida

Continued from Page 3A
and its implementation are
the purview of the federal
government and should not
be carried out by local and
state law enforcement.
On top of that, this program is costing local county governments millions of
dollars that would be better
spent lifting up, not locking
up, the community,” said
Johnson.
“Programs that enable
state and local law enforcement agents to assume federal immigration enforcement responsibilities will
increase racial profiling,
undermine public safety,
and exact undue suffering
on immigrant communities.
Our legislation would prevent the fraudulent use of
local taxpayer funds to convert local police agencies
into extensions of Immigration and Customs Enforcement who effectively tear
families apart and terrorize
law-abiding, hardworking
families. Our communities
don’t need more enforcement, they need investments
in education, access to affordable health care, and
jobs,” said García.
“With limited time and
resources, local and state
law enforcement should be
focused on keeping their
communities safe and pursuing serious threats, not
acting as ICE agents,” Sen.
Cory Booker said. “Immigration enforcement should
be the job of the federal
government and it’s time
we revoke ICE’s authority
to deputize our local police
officers.”
The bill is endorsed by
the American Civil Liberties Union, Asian Americans Advancing Justice,
the Asian-Pacific Institute
on Gender-Based Violence,
Detention Watch Network,
the Coalition for Humane
Immigrant Rights, Hispanic
Federation, the Immigration
Hub, Indivisible, National
Council of Jewish Women,
the National Immigrant Justice Center and United We
Dream.
“This legislation is a
crucial step toward halting
ICE’s destructive ensnare-

ment of local law enforcement in the Administration’s deportation agenda.
The 287(g) program leads
to illegal racial profiling
and civil rights abuses, as
we have seen in jurisdictions across the country. It
also diverts scarce resources from traditional local law
enforcement functions, and

distorts the often-times already fractured relationship
between communities and
police.
“We applaud Congress
for beginning to confront
this growing problem, and
will continue to support the
end of 287(g) nationwide,”
said Lorella Praeli, ACLU
deputy political director.

COUPON

$

REPAIR
200 OFF FOUNDATION
OR
SEWER REPAIR

(on jobs $2,500 & up)

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

We’ve Got Your BACK!

11700 Beamer Rd.
Houston, TX 77089
(281) 481-1623

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

www.burleighchiro.com

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance
Sales Agent

FREE NO Obligation
Consultations

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)

(832) 517-3976 • email cdb63@att.net
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SECTION B

SPORTS & CLASSIFIED
LSA baseball to final; Alvin softball eliminates Lady Horns
seeking another title ningA was
five-run second inenough to proSophomore Luke Harrison took the mound in
the Texas Association
of Private and Parochial

281-741-9949

Schools Division II state
baseball
championship
game May 15, after press
time, as the Pioneers
sought a second straight
state title.
The Pioneers took on
Fort Worth Christian in
the final after downing
Corpus Christi Incarnate
Word in the semifinals at
Crosby High School May
14.
In that semifinal, the
Pioneers’ Trea Morse fired
a two-hit, complete-game
shutout, striking out nine
along the way.

DIXIE DELI

364A FM 1959
(between I-45 & Hwy 3)
281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

USA KARATE
SUMMER CAMP

SIGN UP NOW!
$130 WEEKLY FEE INCLUDES
• KARATE TRAINING
• FIELD TRIPS
• LASER TAG
• IMAX
• PUTT-PUTT
• BOWLING
• SKATING
• MOVIES
• WILD LIFE ZOO
• & MUCH MORE

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

11101 Resource Pkwy. 281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109 832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

pel Alvin to a 9-1 win in
the second and deciding
game of a regional quarterfinal softball playoff series as Dobie saw
its deepest playoff run
since 2012 come to a
close.
The two teams, looking to avoid wet weather
in Houston, traveled to
Mumford High School
in Bryan May 9 for what
could have been a doubleheader.
Instead, Alvin erupted for 17 hits, 16 of them
singles, to take the series
two games to none after
rallying for a 6-5 win
in the opener May 6 at
Manvel High School.
Alvin now moves on
to the Region III semifinals to take on Katy,
with Deer Park and
Tompkins meeting in the
other semifinal.
Dobie’s loss brought
a close to the incredible
high school career of
Taylor Pleasants, who
had two of her team’s Her career has come to a close, but Dobie’s Taylor Pleasants (17) very well
five hits in her final can be considered the program’s best-ever offensive player after a four-year
Continued on Page 6B standout career loaded with accomplishments.
Photo by Jade Wise

Gators close out Horns
Poised with a chance
to eliminate a district
champion for the second
straight series and advance
farther than any team
since the 1990s, the Dobie varsity baseball team
fell a bit short as Dickinson won the decisive third
game 5-2 at Crosby High
School.
The Longhorns won the
first game of the series 4-3
on May 10 in Galveston,
but then watched as the
Gators, co-champions of
District 24-6A, evened the
series with a 4-0 win.
The following day, persistent rain forced teams
from across the city to
scramble for dry playing
conditions. Crosby wound
up hosting the crucial third
game that saw Dobie take
an early 2-0 lead before
the Gators rallied for the
win.
Dickinson
advances
to take on Kingwood in
the regional quarterfinals,
while Dobie’s solid run
has ended with the team at
22-11 overall this season.
The Longhorns had to
be brimming with confidence following a game
one win as Damien Lopez

went 4 1/3 innings for the
win and the locals scored
the go-ahead run in the
sixth inning with the help
of two Dickinson errors.
With three-year starter
and first team all-district
pitcher Daniel Garza set to
go in the second game, the
Longhorns appeared to be
in good shape.
Garza did his part, going the distance and allowing just two earned runs
while fanning five. However, the Gators’ Nathan
Ingram was a bit better,
striking out five and scattering five hits in a complete-game shutout.
In the winner-take-all
third game, Dickinson’s
Connor Greer out-dueled
two Longhorn pitchers as
the Gators went on to the
5-2 win.
Greer went 6 2/3 in-

Clear Brook, Dobie to host spring games
Supporters of both the
Clear Brook and Dobie
football programs will
get an early look at what
things could look like
on the field later this fall
as the respective groups
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prepare to host their final
scrimmages to commence
spring workouts.
The Wolverines, coming off a 4-6 campaign
in 2018, will host their
scrimmage Wednesday,
May 22, on campus at
3:45 p.m. as head coach
Lupe Florez puts the Wolverines through the paces.

Dobie, meanwhile, will in which the locals ad- for the first time since
host its spring game after vanced to the postseason 2015.
school Tuesday, May 21,
as head coach Kevin Berneathy takes a look at both
returning and first-year
possibilities heading into
the 2019 offseason.
The Longhorns have
high hopes moving forward after a 7-4 campaign

Spring Scrimmages

JFD baseball sets
Mantle tryouts
The Dobie High
School baseball staff
will host Mickey Mantle
summer league tryouts
for incoming freshmen
as of the 2019-2020
school year Tuesday,
May 21, at Longhorn
Field.
The tryouts will begin
at 4:30 p.m., and those
who wish to participate
are required to bring

Dobie - May 21
Clear Brook - May 22

Great Reviews on
HAR and Zillow!

832.545.7005

Realtor and Broker Associate

Lots of Programs Available for 1st-Time
Home Buyers & Everyday Heroes
`ÕV>ÌÀÃÊUÊ*ViÊUÊ -ÊUÊÀiw} ÌiÀÃÊ
ÕÀÃiÃÊUÊÌ>ÀÞÊUÊLÀ>À>Ã
Call me today!

At right, Clear Brook
freshman
sprinter
Camryn Dickson (left)
is shown with Lady
Wolverine legend Erica
Alexander during the
University Interscholastic League’s State
Track and Field Championships May 11 at
Mike A. Myers Stadium in Austin. Dickson
clocked in at 11.88 seconds to finish eighth in
the 100 dash final, with
Summer Creek’s Tianna Rande grabbing
gold at 11.51 seconds.
Plenty of family members and friends made
the trip to Austin to
support Dickson. Alexander, who now assists
with the sprinters at
Clear Brook, won six
gold medals at state
in the same stadium
during her illustrious
career with the Lady
Wolverines.
Courtesy photo

Direct: 832.545.7005 Website: Har.com/LLendsey

SAGEMONT BBQ
Mon. - Thur. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m. - 1 a.m. (Karaoke Night), Sun. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

10% OFF

All Food Orders with this coupon. Expires 5/30/19

832-672-6553

NOW OWNED & OPERATED BY SOUTH BELT RESIDENTS
MIKE AND CHRISTIE GROSSHANS

12132 Sabo Rd. Suite G (Across from Kroger)
www.sagemontbbq.com

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

We Can Cater Your Special Event!

San Jac College softball down to must-wins
Sixth-ranked
Tyler
moved into prime position
at the Region XIV Softball Championships May
14, handing San Jacinto
a 10-0 loss in a winner’s
bracket game.
With the win, Tyler
has advanced to one of
the winner’s bracket positions, set to take on host
Angelina May 15, after
press time.
The Region XIV tournament winner as well
as the tournament finalist will advance to the
National Junior College
Athletic Association’s Division I JUCO World Se-

their own bat, glove,
cleats, etc, and be ready
to compete promptly at
the designated start time.
The Dobie Mickey
Mantle League team
will play games against
teams from neighboring
programs this summer
both at Dobie as well as
other locations. Current
academic eligibility is
required.

Experience Does
Matter!!

La’Wanda Lendsey

Dickson eighth at state track

nings, allowing two earned
runs early and striking out
three.
Cam Diaz started for
Dobie and went 4 2/3 innings, with Dom Martinez
finishing up.
Dobie had five hits
– all singles – in the second-game loss and managed five hits in the third
game.
For the series, the Longhorns had 14 hits, with just
one going for extra bases.
The Longhorns also made
six errors over the final
two games.
The Longhorns’ David
Amaya closed out a stellar
career, going 2 for 3 with
a run batted in during the
game 3 loss.
It was the Longhorns’
first area round playoff
appearance since the 2012
Continued on Page 2B

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.

ination game May 15, afries later this month in St. nationals.
San Jacinto was set to ter press time. Visit www.
George, Utah.
The tournament was take on Kilgore in an elim- njcaa.org for more.
delayed in Lufkin by
weather. When play did
get underway, San JacinASE Certiﬁed Mechanic On Duty
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LUBE • AUTO REPAIR
over Bossier Parish.
CARWASH
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7, ranked fifth nationalNow
Offering
A Full Line Of Exterior Washes “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”
ly) and Angelina (39-9,
ranked No. 16 in the naShine & $
$
The Works
Wheels $13
tion) were considered the
Express 6
$
Polish 10
Includes
&
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20
favorites to move on to
Exterior
Includes “Express

Region XIV Softball
Event runs through May 16
Kilgore College, Lufkin

$10

Off Auto
Alignment

11210 Scarsdale

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)
$
• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)
*Monthly
• Hand Drying

50

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

Exterior” Plus

35

$

*Monthly

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning
(In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

$

29

*Monthly

20

$

*Monthly

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)

May 15 – San Jac vs. Kilgore, after
press time.

• Wash
• High Velocity
Drying
(In Tunnel)

• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

$29.99
FREE
plus

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overﬂow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/30/19.

Car Wash
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Lions’ seventh-grade soccer wins PISD

The Thompson Intermediate seventh-grade boys’
soccer team closed out what was a dominating athletics season for the Lions during the 2018-2019
school year. In winning the Pasadena ISD soccer
championship game at the seventh-grade level,
the Lions completed a season that saw the school
win a total of three football championships, three
more in basketball and another in soccer. Members of the Lions’ seventh-grade championship

soccer team are, left to right, (front row) Darien
Valdez, Ivan Sanchez, Joshua Lopez, Simon Sepulveda, Anthony Turner, Juan Rodriguez, (back
row) coach Daniel Merillas, Jesus Gamez, Mark
Quilanton, Eliud Garcia, Daniel Saravia, ElRey
Quintanina, Damian Rosales, Randy Reyes, Oscar
Huerta, Daniel Campero, Daniel Martinez, David
Miranda and coach Daniel Sawyer.

Krush 8-under softball wins at Deer Park

The South Belt Girls Softball Association’s 8-under Krush softball team completed their season in style, capturing first place
in the Deer Park End of the Season Bash. Members of the team
are, left to right, (front row) Chloe Bizzarri, Sophia Robinson,

Adriana Robinson, Camila Padua, Mayra Lira, (middle row)
Molly Castaneda, Bella Guerra, Cecilia Velasquez, Mia Gonzalez, Mikaela Torres, Anelee Williams, (back row) coaches
JonathanWilliams, Carlos Padua and Sal Castaneda.

JFD boys’ soccer players land TASCO postseason honors

Local players enter
postseason softball
Fun times are indeed
ahead for three former
Dobie High School varsity
softball players who have
either begun or will begin
collegiate postseason play
soon.
Former District 22-6A
Most Valuable Player and
current Texas Tech University freshman outfielder Yvonne Whaley will be
in the lineup as the Lady
Red Raiders take part in
the Baton Rouge Regionals beginning May 17.
Texas Tech, which finished the regular season at
39-14 after being ranked
in the top 10 nationally at
one point, will play in the
double elimination tournament along with host Louisiana State University,
Lousiana Tech and Monmouth.
Whaley, who started
33 games and appeared in
41 total during the regular
season, hit .291 this season with four doubles. She
has 23 hits to this point in
the season as the Lady Red
Raiders look to advance to
the Super Regional level
and beyond.
Marissa
Longoria,
now a junior catcher at
UH-Victoria, drove in a

Dobie senior Illsen Urrutia (3), the District 22-6A Most Valuable Player as the
glue to the team’s defense this season, was a Region III first team selection Bryan Nava was a TASCO first team all-region pick the program’s all-time leading goal scorer. He was
by the Texas Association of Soccer Coaches. Urrutia was also a Dobie team this season after tallying 22 goals in his final season. the District 22-6A Offensive Player of the Year.
captain this season.
With 39 for his four-year varsity career, Nava is now
Photos by Jade Wise
At left, three-year letterman Alberto Chavez
(2) was a key contributor to the Longhorns
this season in a variety of areas as he was
a first team all-22-6A
pick. After the season,
Chavez was also a second team all-region
pick by Texas Association of Soccer Coaches
representatives.

Photos by

Jade Wise
At right, Christian
Saldivar, having continued the success
of Saldivar brothers
within the Dobie boys’
soccer program, was a
TASCO second team
selection this season
and was also a District
22-6A first team pick.
His brothers, Hector
and Edwin, both previously played for the
Longhorns.

run with a squeeze bunt as
the Jaguars opened play in
the National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics
Opening Round Softball
Championships with a 6-1
win over Bellevue May 13
in Dodge City, Kan.
UH-Victoria
then
scored one of its biggest
wins ever, defeating defending national champion University of Science
and Arts of Oklahoma 1-0
as senior pitcher Peyton
Branham tossed a shutout
for the locals.
UH-Victoria is bidding
for a spot in the NAIA
World Series May 23-29.
Former Dobie shortstop
and current Stephen F.
Austin senior Emily Wolfe
will be in play as the Ladyjacks go up against
UT-Arlington in firstround play at the Postseason National Invitational
Softball Championship.
Stephen F. Austin will
host the Nacogdoches Regional along with UT-Arlington, McNeese and
Middle Tennessee.
Wolfe has started 55
of 56 games this season,
helping SFA to a 35-21
overall record. She has 34
hits in 12 at-bats.

SJC’s Rutledge, Acker
pace all-region picks
San Jacinto College
right-hander Jackson Rutledge and lefty Dane Acker were the top two picks
by the league’s coaches as
the Region 14 honors were
announced.
Rutledge, perhaps the
most dominating righthander across JUCO baseball this season, pitched to
an earned run average of
0.88, allowing just eight
earned runs all season.
In going 9-2 overall,
Rutledge registered 134
strikeouts in 82 2/3 innings.
The University of Arkansas transfer has signed
with the University of
Kentucky but very well

could sign professionally following next month’s
MLB June Amateur Draft.
Considered the top
JUCO prospect in years
by several baseball social
media sites, Rutledge is
projected to be a sure-fire
first round selection next
month.
Acker has signed to
play at the University of
Oklahoma next season but
could also be drafted professionally this season.
In his one season at
San Jacinto College, Acker was 10-0 as a starter,
fanning 97 hitters in 76
1/3 innings of work. He
wound up with an ERA of
2.37.

Dobie baseball falls
Continued from Page 1B
season.
Dobie went 22-11 this
season overall, losing out
on the opportunity to play
at least six nondistrict/
tournament games due to
rain.
The Longhorns locked
up the fourth playoff seed
behind district champion
Kingwood, second-place
Atascocita and Summer
Creek, which wound up
third.
Kingwood and Atascocita are involved in regional
quarterfinal action, while
Summer Creek and Dobie

were knocked out in the
area round.
Finishing fourth, Dobie drew District 21-6A
champion La Porte in the
bidistrict series and largely controlled the action
over both games, sweeping the series 7-4 and 8-1.
Garza will return as a
fourth-year starting pitcher and infielder.
Other key returnees for
next season within the Dobie program will include
Dom Martinez, Christian
Cleckley, Alan Lopez, Justin Blogg, Miguel Torres
and Noah Torres.
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Dobie grad Jackson sets football camp

Lutheran South softball
reaches state semifinals
Getting hgot at the right
time of the season, the
Lutheran South Academy
softball team is headed
to the Texas Association
of Private and Parochial
Schools state final four.
The Lady Pioneers have
now won eight straight
games heading into the
state round, which is May
17-18 at Crosby High
School. The title game is
May 18, at 9:30 a.m.
Starting pitcher Shelby
Smith tossed her fourth
consecutive shutout as she
helped the Lady Pioneers
to an 11-0 victory over
Victoria St. Joseph in the
regional final game.
In all, Smith went five
innings, allowing one hit
and striking out 11 to get
her team within two wins
of the state championship.
Anna Jones, who will

join Dobie’s Taylor Pleasants at Louisiana State
University this fall, tripled, scored three runs and
drove in two runs as the
offense produced plenty in
the win.
Lauren Whitney and
Gayle Henderson each had
two hits as the Lady Pioneers strung together 15 in
the game for the easy win.
In all, the Lady Pioneers smacked seven doubles to put away St. Joseph
in a hurry.
So now it’s down to Lutheran South, Fort Bend
Christian Academy, Grace
Community or Brookhill
for the crown.
LSA’s head coach is
Dobie High School graduate Nicole Andrade. The
team is 18-6 this season,
having won eight straight
when it counts most.

TAPPS State Softball
Semifinals
LSA vs. F.B. Christian, 12:30 p.m.
Grace Community vs. Brookhill
Friday, May 17

Championship
Cleveland Browns receiver Blake Jackson, a Dobie graduate who guided the Longhorns to the last
district title in 2010, is set to host the Blake Jackson Youth Football Camp June 8, from 11 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. at Dobie High School. Students ages
6 to 17 are eligible to attend. The cost is $20 per
participant, and registration is available at blakejacksonfootballcamp.eventbrite.com. Following
the camp, Jackson will be available for an auto-

graph session for those who take part in the camp.
The camp fee also includes a T-shirt. Following his
high school graduation in 2011, Jackson eventually played at the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, where he helped the Cru win a Division III
national title as a quarterback. Now converted to
receiver, Jackson is in his second season with the
Browns.

Saturday, May 18, 9:30 a.m.
All games at Crosby High School

Area sports news, notes
Dobie football to offer youth camp July 29-31
The Dobie High School football staff will host the 2019 Longhorns’ Youth
Camp at the school July 29-31. Students entering the third through ninth grades as
of the 2019-2020 school year are eligible to attend. The camp will run from 8:30
to 11:30 a.m. each day and focus on all the fundamentals of the game as well as
team building, etc. Cost of the camp is $25 per student. To register or to get more
information, visit jfrankdobie.com, click on the sports link and then click on the
football link. The coaching staff is also preparing to host strength and conditioning workouts for high school students. Those details are coming soon.

Brook baseball’s Flores sets youth camp details
Clear Brook varsity baseball head coach Gene Flores and his staff have set the
dates for the Wolverines’ 2019 youth camp. The event will be held June 10-12 at
Wolverine Field, from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Instructors will focus on hitting and
defense from 9 a.m. to noon, with pitching and catching thereafter. Those entering the second through ninth grades as of the 2019-2020 school year are eligible
to attend. The cost is $100 for the hitting and defense sessions and $60 for the
pitching/catching only, or $140 for both. Participants will receive a camp T-shirt,
and concessions as well as pizza slices will be available for purchase throughout
the event. For more information or to register, direct email to Flores at eflores1@
ccisd.net.

Wolverine hoops coach Janak will host camp
Clear Brook varsity boys’ basketball head coach Nathan Janak and his staff
have set plans for the Wolverines’ 2019 summer youth camp. Students entering
kindergarten through the ninth grades as of the 2019-2020 school year are eligible
to attend the June 17-20 event. Those students entering the fourth through sixth
grades will participate from 9 a.m. to noon for $100 per student, with sevenththrough ninth-grade students attending from 1 to 4 p.m., also for $100 per student.
The kindergarten through third-grade students will participate for $50 per student
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. All participants will receive a camp T-shirt. Camp activities
will include offensive and defensive fundamentals, individual and team instruction, 3-on-3 games, a 5-on-5 tournament, daily competitions and both individual
and team awards at the conclusion of the camp. For additional information, direct
email to Janak at njanak@ccisd.net.

Youth basketball camp guided by JFD’s Hartman

Greater Houston Volleyball Coaches Association

Dobie varsity girls’ basketball head coach Jasmine Hartman, who guided her
team to the area playoff round in her debut season, has established plans for the
Dobie youth basketball camp for both boys and girls.
The camp will be held June 25-27, with those students entering the first through
fifth grades as of the 2019-2020 school year attending from 8 to 10 a.m. for $40
per participant. Sixth- through ninth-grade students will pay $45 per student and
attend from noon to 3 p.m. Individual skills such as shooting, rebounding, passing
and dribbling will be taught as well as both team offensive and defensive strategies. For additional information, direct email to Hartman at jhartman@pasade
naisd.org.

At Kingwood High School

Rising Stars still taking athletes, set for season

Saturday, May 18

2:30 p.m. – White vs. Red All-Star Match

The Rising Stars Track Club, the area’s longstanding youth track and field organization, is set to begin practices and registration at Dobie High School.
Returning team members are encouraged to join workouts through May, from
5 to 7 p.m., at the JFD track. The team will also practice each Friday from 5 to 7
p.m. as well as each Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon until the season begins.
Team officials will also accept registration each Saturday in conjunction with
the practices. For more information, call Stars head coach Ivory Kimble at 832561-1248.

3:30 p.m. – Awards Presentation

Thompson Intermediate offers summer camps

Live streamed at TAPPSnews.net

Dobie’s Pleasants to compete in GHVCA all-star series May 18

11:15 a.m. Red vs. Blue AS Match
12:45 – Blue vs. White AS Match

Pleasants’ Team
Makenzie Arent, Oak Ridge
Mayce Barker, Clear Brook
Yates Barker, Kingwood
Makayla Bane, Willis
Kendall Dutton, Summer Creek
Allie Garland, Clear Creek
Kailee Moon, Katy Taylor
Victoria Eavenson, Needville
Michelle Klein, Cy-Ranch
Taylor Pleasants, Dobie
Coach Lyndsay Hodges, Clear Falls
Shannon McClellan, Clear Springs
At left, Dobie senior outside hitter Taylor Pleasants is the all-time kills leader for the Lady Longhorns and is among the leaders in several other
categories following a brilliant four-year career.
Photo by Jade Wise

The boys’ and girls’ coaching staffs at Thompson Intermediate have again set
up a busy summer of student camp options for the school’s athletes.
The Lions’ three-week boot camp will run June 10 to June 28, each Monday
through Thursday from 9 to 11 a.m. for both boys and girls. Cost of the boot camp
sessions is $25 per week.
Both students and the coaches will take the week of July 4 off to spend time
with family before the soccer camp is held July 8-11. Again, both boys and girls
will be eligible to attend at a cost of $25 per student.
The Lions’ basketball camp for boys and girls will follow July 15-18, with a fee
of $25 per student. Camp hours are 9 to 11 a.m.
Thompson’s strength and conditioning camp comes July 22-25 as both boys
and girls may participate for $25 per student. The hours are also from 9 to 11 a.m.
The Lions’ football camp for boys is to be held July 29-31 from 9 to 11 a.m.,
at $25 per student. Meanwhile, the Lady Lions’ volleyball camp will be held July
29 through Aug. 1. The cost for the 9 to 11 a.m. event is $25.
Fast forwarding to August, the Lions’ first equipment pickup session will be
Aug. 9 as eighth-grade football and volleyball players will visit from 10 a.m. to
noon, with seventh-grade volleyball and players to follow from 1 to 3 p.m.
There will be a second equipment pickup day Aug. 16 from 1 to 3 p.m. for all
football players who miss the first date. There will be a $65 participation fee due
at the time of pickup for football players, and the volleyball uniform fee is $50
per student. For more information, direct email to coach Doug Sawyer (boys) at
dsaw yer@pasadenaisd.org or coach Tiffany Nelson at TNelson@pasadenaisd.org
(girls).

CALENDAR
THURSDAY, MAY 16
7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.
10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the
club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochs
ner@aol.com for details.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call
713-686-6300.
6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A
social group focused on the culture, music, heritage
and language of Texas German immigrants, Fellowship
Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale
Blvd. Visitors welcome. Email OpaGivesHugs@gmail.
com for details.
7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland,
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details,
call 713-661-4200.
FRIDAY, MAY 17
7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.
10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark,
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.
7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group open

meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-661-4200.
8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Family members and friends of problem drinkers/
addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are
not alone, and discover choices available. For details,
call 281-484-9243.
SATURDAY, MAY 18
7:30 a.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – “Breakfast with Bill”,
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church,
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference
room. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.
11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For
women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281487-8787, or drop in.
1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.
7 – 10 p.m.
Bay Area Singles Club – monthly dance at 7 – 10 p.m.
at the VFW Lodge, Post 6378, located at 5204 Highway
3 in Dickinson, 77539. Bring party snacks to share.
Cost is $8 for members and $10 for nonmembers. For
more information, call 832-483-3257 or 832-477-6778.
7 p.m.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association – bluegrass music
show and jam session on the third Saturday (except
December.) Stage show is at 7 p.m. Pickers may bring
instruments and come early. Free. Johnny Arolfo Civic
Center, 300 Walker, League City. For details, visit http://
www.bayareabluegrass.org.
8 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281484-9243.
SUNDAY, MAY 19
1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.
2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter
and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details,
call 281-487-8787.
5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program,
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to
RSVP for child care.
8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281484-9243.
MONDAY, MAY 20
10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 - 11 a.m. Literature
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call
409-454-5720 for details, or drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark,
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email jpochs
ner@aol.com for details.
10:30 a.m.
Seniors and Law Enforcement Together – SALT
meetings are 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., Madison Jobe Senior

Center, 1700 East Thomas St., in Pasadena on the third
Monday. No December meeting. January meeting is on
the second Monday. Meetings start timely and teach
seniors how to avoid identity theft, scams, fraud, etc.
Police officers and sheriffs may be in attendance. Free.
Refreshments served. For details, call 713-477-0175.
11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship
Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through
Fellowship Hall. Call 409-454-5720 for details.
Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call
713-686-6300.
2 p.m.
Genealogy Group – The Parker Williams Genealogy
group meets from 2 - 4 p.m. on the first and third Mondays at the Parker Williams Library, Beamer at Scarsdale. The public is invited to attend. For details, email Liz
Hicks at erootrot@usa.net.
6 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Age 50 and older meets the
first and third Mondays for a potluck dinner with activities and/or guest speakers at Webster Presbyterian
Church, 201 W. NASA Pkwy. For details, call Margarita
at 832-715-9658.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call
281-488-2923 for details.
6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets Mondays, 6:30 –
7:30 p.m., at the South Belt Chamber of Commerce,
10500 Scarsdale Blvd., next to the fire station. For
details, call Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn
Carmichael at 832-372-3565 or visit https://youngpro
fessionalstoastmasters.com/.
Continued on Page 4B
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LEADER READERS

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3
Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words
- $10 for 1 week • 3 Weeks - $27

HELP WANTED
Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center
Is seeking experienced full time
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs
and LVNs. If you want to work in a
dynamic and fulﬁlling team
environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly

HELP WANTED section!

We offer competitive pay rates
and beneﬁts.

11555 Beamer

Please stop by and complete an
application at 5020 Space Center
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800

281-481-5656

LAWN & GARDEN
LICENSED, INSURED,
AFFORDABLE
SERVICES.COM
• FREE ESTIMATES •
TREE

ADRIANS

713-501-0184

Professional Trimming,
Shaping, Removal

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

TREE SERVICE CO.

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR.
South Belt Area. Free
Estimates. New Computers For Sale. Deal
with a Technician Not a
Salesman. Call Harry
713-991-1355.
6-6
SOUTHBELT - DataSystems - Hard Drive
Data Recovery - Linux
Installation. 10909 Sabo,
Suite 120, 281-481-0909.
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com.
TF
GARAGE SALE
10515 Rambling Trail off
Sabo. Estate Sale. Sat.,
May 18, 8 a.m. -2 p.m.
5-16
10518 SAGEBURROW
DR. Fri, May 17, 10 a.m.
- 4 p.m. & Sat, May 18, 9
a.m. - 5 p.m. Tools; furniture; camping, hunting,
fishing, and yard equip-

Call For Information

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
Personal:
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business:
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday
Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089
After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer.

281-481-5656

281-484-4337

MELVINBONILLA GMAILCOM
Melvin Bonilla works with you!

We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd. If you have no, or very limited
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If
you have any previous fire or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service,
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our website: www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly. Please come to one
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors! Your community needs you!

Looking
to sell
or lease
your home?

Let us
help you!
Place an
ad in the
South
BeltEllington
Leader's
weekly
Real Estate
section!
11555
Beamer
281481-5656

area that will do pro
bono work for a Viet
Nam Veteran. Please
contact me at 281-7481156.
5-16

Now printing small-quantity orders!

s %MERGENCY 3TORM s &REE %STIMATES s ,OCAL 3OUTH "ELT RESIDENT

The
Southeast VFD
needs you!

TF
SERVICE
PRESSURE WASHING!
Houses, driveways, sidewalks, boats, etc. Free
Estimates. Call Scott at
979-235-0645.
5-23
FRANKS PAINTING &
REMODELING. Interior,
exterior, drywall, pressure washing, ceramic &
vinyl floors, cabinets, etc.
Free estimates. Call or
text Frank at 832-7605493.
5-23
RVM PAINTING AND
REMODELING: Painting
interior/exterior, Sheetrock
repair, wood fences and
pressure washing. Free
Estimates. 832-406-0183
5-16
WANTED
WANTED: ATTORNEY
in the South Belt,
Friend-swood, Pearland

No Job Too Small!

s 4RIMMING s 4REE 4OPPING s 4REE 2EMOVAL s 4RIM 3HRUBS
s -ULCH s #LEAN 5P s 3TUMP 'RINDING s %LEVATING

VOLUNTEERS
SOUGHT

281-795-9474

South Belt Graphics & Printing

Arbor King Tree Service

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

CEMETERY: Three spaces, choice location Section 206, lot 89, spaces 7,
8, 9. Call 281-487-7932.
TF
FOR SALE. Antiques Early American - before
1830. 3 walnut chests, 1
walnut commode, 2 hanging oil lamps - made electric, 2 slant top desks
(cherry & maple), 1 cherry wall cupboard, 1 pine
washstand and 1 antique
bed. Call 281-795-9474.
TF
PETS
GREAT DANE PUPPIES.
Shots and wormed, 10
weeks old. $600. Call for
more details 832-9028633.
5-16
REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR SALE - by
owner. 11107 Sageheather. 1781 sq. ft. Call

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯
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832-660-3622

ment; antique tools; storage; and more!
5-16
HELP WANTED
LOCAL COMPANY in
the Sagemont area is
looking for full and parttime contract workers
Monday - Friday. Work
consists of assembling
small to medium parts
and fulfilling orders to
customers. Good hand
dexterity and self motivational skills are required.
Please call or text your
information to 832-9834360.
5-16
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Wheelchair
$150 and electric hospital
bed $800. Both like new,
only used for one week.
Rollator walker $75. Text
Carol @ 713-858-6366.
6-6
FOREST PARK EAST

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3
Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words
- $10 for 1 week • 3 Weeks - $27

Support Leader Advertisers

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

MONDAY, MAY 20
7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – gives coping skills in
a non-threatening environment to adults who have lost a loved
one to suicide. For details email LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or
visit www.crisishotline.org or call 832-416-1177.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-6614200.
7 p.m. (New time)
The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society – Meets the third
Monday at Clear Lake Park Bldg., 5001 NASA Pkwy., Seabrook.
Presenters explore topics such as fossils, planetary geology,
mineralogy, lapidary, jewelry making, fossil and mineral collecting. Field trips to Texas collecting sites and surrounding states.
Door prizes. Free parking. For details, visit www.clgms.org.
7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on
Monday, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/
session or $35/10 sessions for CSH members and $5/session
or $45/10 sessions for nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For
details, contact 281-488-5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s 12 Step Recovery,
open meeting Mondays, 7:30 p.m. in the Education Bldg.,
11011 Hall Rd. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or Rita
at 281-309-2801.
TUESDAY, MAY 21
7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, First
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for more information
or drop in.
9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen.
Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main,
Pasadena. For details, call 713-472-0565.
10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday,
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or
email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.
Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-6866300.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m.,
Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch
is $15. Variety of interesting speakers. For additional information,
call 281-900-7257. Email nalix@texascitizensbank.com.
12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Free dance lessons – taught by Lewis and Betty Whistler
(35 years of experience) at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E
League City Parkway, on Tuesdays. Bringing a partner is not
required. There is a different dance focus monthly. For details,
call Betty at 832-517-5833. For questions about League City’s
activity card, call the park office at 281-554-1180.
1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., For
details, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.
2 p.m.
The National Active and Retired Federal Employees –
NARFE Chapter 941 meets the third Tuesday, El Franco Lee
Park Community Center, 9500 Hall Rd. Visitors welcome. For
details, call Roy at 713-734-1461 or EFL Center at 281-4649708. No meeting in Aug.
2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614
Sea Lark, 77062. For details/classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318.
7 p.m.
Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civic Club – meets the third

Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at 7900 Fuqua (inside Covenant
of Faith United Methodist Church). There is no meeting in
December. For details, contact Cathy@houstonskyscrapershad
ows.org or call 713-332-6294.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-6614200.
Positive Interaction Program – meets the third Tuesday, 7
p.m., at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria,
first floor staff meeting room. PIP is police and citizens working
together making neighborhoods safer. Bring a friend. For information, call Officer Richard Buitron at 281-218-3900.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for
details, or drop in.
9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Senior Club – Meets the second and fourth
week monthly (Nov./Dec. meet second week only) at Covenant
United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips,
etc. Call Jan Okumura at 832-298-9480 for additional information.
10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday
and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for
details.
Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-6866300.
1 - 3:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has Hump Day Dance to practice
ballroom dances (not lessons) in a casual environment. A variety
of rhythms are played from entry to advanced dancing levels at
1001 E. League City Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity card (see Tuesday 12:30 p.m. dance for details).
Help is available to assist learning dance moves. For details
information on the activity card, call the city at 281-554-1180.
7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-6614200.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention – Call 281-2862525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/
sexual abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayarea
turningpoint.org for information.
8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030
Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.
THURSDAY, MAY 23
7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for
details, or drop in.
10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for
details.
Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group,
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-6866300.
7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting,
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200.
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SERVICE
South Belt

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for
information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Let the
Leader help
with your
advertising.

AIR & HEAT INC.
Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Call

A ALL BRAND APPLIANCE
AIR & HEAT
SINCE 1972

281-481-5656

Free Service Call with Repairs

Free Estimates on New Equipment

ELECTRIC
40 Years
Experience

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

281-484-1818

4403 F.M.2351

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

Free Estimates
Senior Citizen Disc.
No Service Charge
Res./Comm.
Master Electrician
Insured
TECL#21246

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

TACLB1954E

$100.00 Off New Equipment
713-451-0753

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

TACLB5017E

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Free
Estimates

BONANZA

Contact Jason Teel

281-922-5665

in the

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Leader!
6
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"OARD
(
3IDING

Kevin Dalley ’76
76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79
9 Dobie Grad

281-481-9683

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK
• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

281-642-2939 Free Estimates

ANY SEASON

PLUMBING
P
LUMBING

Financing Available

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List
MPL #18439

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured
Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out
Serving Houston for over 25 years
Flood Disaster
Free
Specialist
Estimates

832-891-4610

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

Support

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

We service all major home appliances.
Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator
B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

713-643-5765

cmaricle@par5roof.com
www.par5roof.com

Serving the Houston Area since 1965

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.

844-727-3483

www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com

Painting Interior
& Exterior

Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

281-235-8073

Additions - Kitchens

Free Estimates

281-484-4777
Cell 281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Big Edd’s
Established 1979

Repair/Replacement

-480-8898

281

Garage Doors & Openers

-784-4238

713

Support Leader
Advertisers!

Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling
2OOlNG s )NTERIOR  %XTERIOR 0AINTING

LLY
FU URED
INS

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com
www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates
• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation
• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

Siding All Types - Floors
Conversions - Patios – Fences
Concrete - Carpentry Work

If you want a
Quality Job
we are the
ones for you

Owner: Myron Lewis

$

200

REPAIR
OFF FOUNDATION
OR SEWER REPAIR
(on jobs $2,500 & up)
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

One stop for all your printing needs

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

• Business Forms • Business Cards •
Custom Letterheads & Envelopes •
Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes
• Menus • Directories and much more!

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

South Belt
Graphics & Printing

11555 Beamer

FREE ESTIMATES

281-484-4337

Morgan’s Janitor Service

South Belt
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts
Insured and Bonded
281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

832-692-7754

Willie’s Concrete Works
$RIVEWAYS s 0ATIOS s %TC
0OOL $EMOS  4RASH (AULING
Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED
WWWHOUSTONCONCRETEUS

COUPON

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

BOOKKEEPING
Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA

Quality Work - Dependable
Free Estimates - References

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Triple M Plumbing

713-944-5257

Bathrooms - Garages

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Jim Elder

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION

713-643-7228

Will Beat Most Estimates

• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL
• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING
• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

281-481-6308

We have been Same
Name & Phone
Number Since 1991

Serving lt
e
South B988
Since 1

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

RESIDENTIAL

832-524-6854
TACLA#023879E

TACLB23730E

COMMERCIAL

Commercial &
Residential

Call for New Equipment Specials

Airstream

Primary Plumbing Services

A/C - HEATING
SERVICE

&ƵůůǇ/ŶƐƵƌĞĚΘŽŶĚĞĚʹůǁĂǇƐ&ƌĞĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ͊

Free estimates on new equipment.

SAME DAY SERVICE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůΘŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂůZŽŽĮŶŐ
ŽŵƉůĞƚĞ/ŶƚĞƌŝŽƌΘǆƚĞƌŝŽƌ,ŽŵĞZĞŵŽĚĞůŝŶŐ

10% off Repairs

281-650-4777

281-484-6740

South-Belt area owned and operated

Leader
Advertisers

Residential & Commercial

TACLB002755C

CURRY INC.

281-692-1684

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$

281-481-5656

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

SUMMER
CHECK-UP
TIME!

AIR & HEAT

Advertise

Over 20 Years of Experience

281-991-7697

Providing
environmentally
friendly services
with your
children and pets’
safety in mind.

281-535-0402

We accept most major credit cards.

GET IT TODAY!

Alvaro Bravo

Sageglen Resident For Over 20 Years

• Business Forms • Business
Cards • Custom Letterheads
& Envelopes • Wedding
Invitations • Thank You
Notes • Menus • Directories
and much more!
11555 Beamer

281-484-4337

Looking to
improve
your yard
the easy way
See our
Advertisers
for your
Lawn
& Garden!
on page 4B

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR
t#"5)4,*5$)&/4t300."%%*5*0/4
t1"*/5*/(t'-003*/(t4)&&530$,803,
t4*%*/(t300'*/(t$0/$3&5&t'&/$&4
t("3"(&$0/7&34*0/t*/5&(3*5:
t$0..6/*$"5*0/t26"-*5:

281-487-2234

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

3&'&3&/$&4t :34&91

CARPENTER

+ SHEETROCK + CARPENTRY REPAIRS
+ DOORS + PAINTING + FLOORS
+ ROTTEN WOOD + ROOFING

Gary Sallman

713-816-4099

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

*DUDJH'RRU([SHUWVŘ<HDUV([SHULHQFH
$IIRUGDEOH3ULFHVŘ)UHH(VWLPDWHV

*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets *Lube, Tunes & Springs

ROGELIO 832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com

rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
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Join us on Facebook!
Get local news
and updates
between
issues!
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Longtime softball rivals clash in regional quarterfinals; Alvin advances to final four
Continued from Page 1B
game with the program.
The Lady Longhorns
had hoped to bounce back
from that difficult 6-5 loss
in the series opener, but

the Yellowjackets came
away with the five-run second inning to seize control
in the eventual clincher at
Mumford High School.
Clarissa Barron, who

tied the series opener in
the bottom of the seventh
with a bases-clearing triple, went 3 for 4 in the second game to help her team
in a big way.

Alvin junior Jodie Aguirre, who has been the
pitcher of record in all
34 of her team’s wins, allowed five singles and a
run in the game.

Camryn Wincher, Dobie’s leading RBI producer this season and one of
the area’s top returning offensive players for 2020,
had a hit and drove in the

Lady Longhorns’ lone run
in the game.
Dobie finished the season with 26 wins, putting together a great final
stretch that included grab-

bing the No. 2 playoff seed
in a play-in series against
Atascocita and Memorial.
Pleasants’ softball career at Dobie is complete,
but what a memorable

four years it was.
She had a grand slam
in the postseason in 2018
and came up with multiple
home runs in this postseason.

As for the future, it’s
now up to Wincher and her
teammates to begin preparation for what should
be another terrific run in
2020.

Pasadena High School’s 1958 state football semifinalists honored

Many players from the 1958 Pasadena High School varsity football state finalist team reunited last month as the team was inducted into the Pasadena ISD Hall of Fame at Phillips
Field House. To this day, the Eagles’ 1958 team is the first and only PISD football program
to reach the state championship game. That season, the team went 9-1 in the regular sea-

son and then won three playoff games, including a 7-6 defeat of Corpus Christi Miller in
the state semifinals, to reach the title game. Although the Eagles then lost 48-6 to Wichita
Falls, the team wound up ranked within the top five in the state that season, finishing at
12-1 overall.
Photo by Jade Wise

A strong first season of play at the varsity level behind her, junior-to-be Jasmin Benitez (2) is one of
many key starters set to return in 2020 as the Lady
Longhorns look to again advance deep into the playoffs.

Brook sets strength, conditioning
Clear Brook varsity
football head coach Lupe
Florez and varsity girls’
soccer coach Jamie Scott
will codirect the school’s
annual strength and conditioning workouts.
The workouts will be
held on Mondays through
Thursdays, from June 3
through July 26.
Incoming
sevenththrough 12th-grade students are encouraged to
attend the voluntary workouts. The cost is $100 per
student, which includes 10
weeks of training as well
as a Wolverines’ strength

and conditioning T-shirt.
Students entering the
10th through 12th grades
as of next school year will
attend weight room activities from 7 a.m. to 7:55
a.m. each day, with outdoor training to follow
from 8 to 8:55 a.m.
All female students will
work in the weight room
from 8 to 8:55 a.m., and
work outdoors from 9 a.m.
to 9:55 a.m., which ends
the training each day.
Seventh- through ninthgrade boys will work out
in the weight room at 9
a.m., with outside work

running from 9 a.m. to
9:55 a.m.
The outdoor training
sessions will consist of
agility drills and other
speed drills on a grass surface, so cleats are recommended but not required.
Preregistration, which
guaranteed a T-shirt, will
run through May 24. Payments will be accepted via
money order or cash. No
checks will be accepted.
For additional information, direct email to Florez
at GFlorez@ccisd.net or
to Scott at JaScott@ccisd.
net.

Diaz named all-conference first team

Euro Diaz Jr., a 2017 Dobie graduate and currently a sophomore at Angelina College in Lufkin, was named to the Region 14 All-Conference first
team in the East Zone following the completion of the regular season. He
hit .302 during the regular season with 51 total hits, seven doubles, four
triples and 26 runs batted in. In the Region XIV postseason tournament,
Diaz homered during a 3-1 win over Wharton as Angelina advanced, but
Blinn ended Aneglina’s season with a 706 win late May 14. As for Diaz, he
has committed to playing baseball next season at the University of Texas
A&M at Corpus Christi.

