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 Longtime South Belt 
resident and real estate 
agent Sandra Yandell 
recently published her 
fi rst book.
 A memoir of person-
al accounts, “Moonshine 
& Madam Jellybean” 
chronicles the trials and 
tribulations that made 
Yandell the successful 
woman she is today.
 “This is my story, 
my life, my memories and my perception of all 
those things,” Yandell said in the book’s pro-

Sandra Yandell

logue. “I will soon pass 80 years of age. “Moon-
shine & Madam Jellybean” is based on bits and 
pieces of those memories that have searched all 
these years for a voice. For many years, I could 
not tell my story. I kept the fi rst 18 years of my 
life in a hidden mental compartment until old 
age, retirement, and poor health made me want 
to tell the stories. Finally, I realized that, un-
less I wrote the stories down, they would have 
no voice; there would be no record that I once 
fought a bobcat, searched for hidden treasure, 
rode like the wind or was placed in a home.”
 Raised by her grandparents in Cleveland fol-
lowing the divorce of her parents when she was 
 Continued on Page 4

MUD hosts Movie in the Park
 Clear Brook City MUD and Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia’s offi ce will 
host Movies in the Park Friday, May 12, at Clear 
Brook City Park, 11911 Blackhawk at Scarsdale. 
Screening for Puss in Boots will begin at approxi-
mately sunset. Free popcorn, snow cones and cotton 
candy will be available while supplies last. For more 
information, call 713-274-2222.
 A rainout date of May 26 has been set in case the 
event gets cancelled due to weather. A similar event 
has been rained out twice previous times.

Road repairs to take 3 months
 All westbound Beltway 8 main lanes near the 
Gulf Freeway will be closed through Aug. 31 to make 
emergency repairs, according to Texas Department of 
Transportation offi cials.
 All westbound traffi c will be forced to exit the 
main lanes at SH 3/Old Galveston Road and be di-
verted to the Beltway 8 frontage road lanes. The west-
bound entrance ramps will be closed at SH 3/Old Gal-
veston Road, Crenshaw and Genoa Red Bluff. The 
westbound main lanes will reopen at Beamer.
 Eastbound Beltway 8 main lanes and all connector 
ramps to the Gulf Freeway will remain open.
 TxDOT offi cials said the closures are necessary 
to make emergency repairs near the westbound Sabo 
exit, where the ground is sinking. The closures are ex-
pected to cause signifi cant traffi c delays.

Knights hold blood drive
 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will 
host a blood drive at St. Luke the Evangelist Cath-
olic Church social hall, 11011 Hall Road, Sunday, 
May 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Appointments are 
preferred but not necessary. To schedule an appoint-
ment, visit www.commitforlife.org/donor/sched-
ules/drive_schedule/354744.

Sageglen to meet May 15
 Sageglen Community Association will hold a 
homeowner meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, May 15, at 
the Sageglen Community Building, 11610 Sagey-
ork. Clear Brook City MUD General Manager Ce-
celia Ganje will be guest speaker. 
 All Sageglen residents are encouraged to attend. 
Refreshments will be served. For information, call 
281-481-2160.

Heavy trash pickup set
 City residents south of Fuqua will have heavy trash 
pickup Thursday, May 11 (second Thursday of the 
month).  City residents north of Fuqua and west of the 
Gulf Freeway will have heavy trash pickup Friday, May 
12 (second Friday of the month). 
 May is for tree waste only. Due to staffi ng short-
ages from the COVID-19 pandemic, pickups may be 
delayed. For information, visit www.houstontx.gov/
solidwaste or call 311.

Ellington e-recycling May 13
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Management 
Department’s monthly electronic recycling event will 
take place Saturday, May 13, at the Neighborhood 
Recycling Center at Ellington from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 Residents are encouraged to arrive early, however, 
as the event ends once trucks are full. Recycling elec-
tronics keeps potentially harmful materials, such as 
mercury, cadmium, lead and cathode ray tubes out 
of the waste stream and the environment.
  Items accepted are PCs, servers, keyboards, 
mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, small kitch-
en appliances, memory chips, hubs and routers, 
printers, copiers, scanners, fax machines, projec-
tors, rechargeable batteries, cable boxes, car batter-
ies, telephones, cellphones, PDAs, tape drives, hard 
drives, cords, cables and cameras. The collection 
events take place the second Saturday of each month. 
For additional information, visit www.houstonsolid
waste.org or call 311.

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of active COVID-19 cases in the 
South Belt community remained roughly on par 
with the previous week, according to Harris County 
health offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, May 9, there were 207 active cas-
es in 77089, up six from the previous week. 
 This marked the fi rst time in approximately sev-
en months for the number to reach 200. To date, 141 
from the ZIP code have died from the disease, no in-
crease from the previous week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 14 active cases, no 
change from the previous week. To date, there have 
been 82 deaths in the ZIP code, no increase from the 
previous week.
 In 77034, there were 23 active cases, no increase 
from the previous week. To date, 91 residents from 
ZIP code 77034 have died from the disease, no in-
crease from the previous week.
 Statistics are updated daily and include numbers 
from within the Houston city limits and throughout 
Harris County. 
 To view an interactive map, visit covid-har
riscounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 One northbound main lane and one southbound 
main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from 
FM 518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Saturday, Sept. 30. One northbound main lane and 
one southbound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will 
be closed from FM 517 in League City to FM 2004/
Camp Wallace Access Road in Dickinson/Texas 
City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.
 The closures are associated with an ongoing con-
struction project to widen the freeway from three to 
fi ve lanes in each direction and the frontage roads 
from two to three lanes in each direction.

Beltway closures planned
 One southbound Beltway 8 frontage road lane 
from Spencer Highway to Fairmont Parkway will be 
closed continuously through 7 a.m. Monday, May 
15. One northbound Beltway 8 frontage road lane 
from Fairmont Parkway to Vista will be closed con-
tinuously through 7 a.m. Monday, May 15.
 The closures are associated with the ongoing 
project to widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes in 
each direction.

Former Whataburger leveled

The former Whataburger located on Fuqua between Sabo and the Gulf Freeway was re-
cently demolished. Several residents had complained to the Leader in recent years about 
the location being a haven for the homeless in the South Belt community. Since the re-
staraunt’s closing, a new Whataburger has been constructed from the ground up directly 
across the street.  Photo by David Flickinger

State group honors PISD coaches

Dobie basketball coach Corey Krampen was recently selected the Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches’ 2023 Boys’ Assistant Coach of the Year. Krampen was nominated by 
Pasadena High School head basketball coach Chris Cole. South Houston High School bas-
ketball coach Harold Collier was among the fi nalists chosen by TAVC for the statewide 
award. Collier was nominated by South Houston head basketball coach Frank Watson.

Woman killed in crash near Beltway 8
 Houston police are investigating a fatal crash that 
took place around 3:30 a.m. Sunday, April 30, in the 
11000 block of Telephone Road near Beltway 8.
 The identity of the dead female, believed to be 63, 
was pending verifi cation by the Harris County Insti-
tute of Forensic Sciences at press time.
 According to Houston Police Department offi -
cials, patrol offi cers were conducting a traffi c stop 
near the above address when they were fl agged 
down by a witness regarding a person down. Offi -
cers drove to the location and saw a person lying in 
the street. The driver of a white Dodge Ram pickup 
truck was standing near the unresponsive female and 
waving at passing vehicles to prevent her from being 

struck. Offi cers immediately began to provide medi-
cal assistance. 
 Houston Fire Department paramedics responded 
to the scene and pronounced the female dead,
 A preliminary investigation indicated the Dodge 
Ram was traveling north near the above address and 
the female attempted to cross the street in an area 
where there was no crosswalk. The female was 
struck by the pickup truck as she crossed the street.
 The driver of the Dodge, who remained at the 
scene, was determined not to be impaired and was 
questioned and released.
 At press time, no charges had been fi led, as the 
investigation was ongoing.

 The election results from the local May 6 school 
board elections have been calculated, with all three 
Pasadena ISD incumbents maintaining their seats. 
 In the Position 5 contest, incumbent Kenny Fer-
nandez handily defeated challenger Larry Savala, 
taking home 65 percent of the vote, receiving 3,502 
total votes to Savala’s 1,877 votes. 
 Position 6 incumbent Marshall Kendrick nar-
rowly defeated challenger Andy Garcia, winning 
53 percent of the vote to his opponent’s 47 percent. 
Kendrick received 2,927 votes to Garcia’s 2,550.
 In the race for the Position 7 seat, incumbent 
Vickie Morgan was also successful in her bid for 
re-election, receiving 55 percent of the vote to Irene 
Tamayo’s 38 percent and Jeff Snover’s 6 percent. 
Morgan received 3,054 total votes, while Tamayo 
received 2,067 votes and Snover received 341.
 In the Clear Creek ISD election, Jamieson 
Mackay was the winner of the District 2 race, de-
feating Glencora Rodgers. Mackay received 58 
percent of the vote (454 total votes) to Rodgers’ 42 

percent (334 votes).
 In the District 3 election, incumbent Arturo San-
chez was victorious over challenger Peter Lauzon, 
garnering 59 percent of the vote (1,785 total votes) 
to his opponent’s 41 percent (1,263 total votes).
 In the San Jacinto College District election, Po-
sition 1 incumbent Erica Davis-Rouse will main-
tain her Position 1 seat, easily defeating challenger 
Brad Hance. Davis-Rouse received 60 percent of 

the vote (4,419 total votes) to Hance’s 40 percent 
(2,946 votes).
 In the Position 2 race to replace outgoing trustee 
Ruede Wheeler, Michelle Cantú-Wilson narrowly 

defeated Karen K. Wheeler-Hall, beating her oppo-
nent by less than 100 votes. Cantú-Wilson received 
51 percent of the vote (3,754 total votes) to Hance’s 
49 percent (3,658 votes).

May 6 school board election results tallied
All 3 Pasadena ISD incumbents maintain their positions

 San Jacinto College was recognized as one of 
the top colleges in the county, as the Aspen Institute 
again selected the school as one of 10 candidates for 
the Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence.
 “We are honored to again be recognized by the 
Aspen Institue as a fi nalist for the Aspen Prize for 
Community College Excellence,” said Dr. Brenda 
Hellyer, San Jacinto College chancellor. “On be-

half of our board of trustees, our employees, our 
students, and our community partners, I thank the 
Aspen Institute for this recognition. I especially 
want to thank the San Jacinto College faculty and 
staff for their commitment to our students and com-
munity. Being a part of the Aspen Prize process has 
made San Jacinto College a better community col-
lege. The real prize is the credentials our students 

earn every year.”
 This recent announcement follows the college’s 
recognition as an Aspen Prize Finalist with Distinc-
tion in 2021, Aspen Prize Finalist in 2019 and As-
pen Prize Rising Star in 2017.
 Since 2011, San Jacinto College has increased 
the number of certifi cates and degrees awarded by 
nearly 72 percent. This is a direct result of years 
of collaboration among faculty, staff, and admin-

istration to help students develop individualized 
pathways to complete their credentials. These path-
ways incorporate Texas secondary endorsements, 
San Jacinto College meta-majors, career and tech-
nical pathways, and transfer tracks. The college has 
a robust advising program that allows both faculty 
and advisers to step in at any point in a student’s 
journey to assist them and provide the appropriate 
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San Jacinto College nationally recognized
College selected 1 of 10 fi nalists for prestigious Aspen Prize

Man fatally shot outside Bombshells
Business has lengthy history of criminal incidents

 A man was found shot to death around 12:30 
a.m. Sunday, May 7, outside Bombshells Restau-
rant & Bar, located in the 12800 block of the 
Gulf Freeway at Fuqua.
 The identity of the victim, 26, was pending 
verifi cation by the Harris County Institute of Fo-
rensic Sciences at press time.
 According to Houston Police Department of-
fi cials, patrol offi cers responded to a person down 
call on the service road at the above address. A 
witness stated he found the man unresponsive and 
lying in the grassy area along the service road. He 
had suffered multiple gunshot wounds. 

 Houston Fire Department paramedics re-
sponded to the call and pronounced the man dead 
at the scene.
 Prior to the incident, the victim had been 
kicked out of the restaurant for being too aggres-
sive, investigators said. 
 According to the victim’s friends, his vehicle, 
a black Chevrolet Silverado pickup truck, was 
missing following the incident.
 At this time, there is no known suspect de-
scription. 
 Anyone with information in this case or the 

Continued on Page 2

Jury selection underway in 3rd 
Armstrong capital murder trial
 Jury selection is underway for the third capital 
murder trial of Antonio “A.J.” Armstrong Jr., ac-
cused of killing his mother, 1992 Dobie graduate 
Dawn Armstrong, and her husband, Antonio Arm-
strong, at the family’s Bellaire-area home in 2016.
 The fi rst two trials ended in a hung jury.
 “Two people were murdered in the night, each 
shot in the head as they slept in their own bed,” a 
statement from the Harris County District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce read. “We will continue our fi ght for 
justice and we look forward to presenting all the 

evidence to jurors.” 
 Now 23, A.J. Armstrong was 16 at the time of 
the alleged capital murder but is being tried as an 
adult.
 Throughout the ordeal, Armstrong has main-
tained his innocence, insisting a masked intruder 
was responsible for the killings.
 Investigators were suspicious of the suspect’s 
story, however, as there were no signs of forced en-
try, and the home’s alarm system was still armed.

Continued on Page 2

 Several Sagemont Park residents recently re-
ceived water bills from the city, refl ecting mas-
sive spikes in usage, causing their bills to in-
crease exponentially. Resident Wayne Hanks 
said his bill jumped from around $30 per month 
to $3,150. According to his bill, Hanks used 
112,000 gallons of water in just one day. The day 
his meter was changed out.
 Hanks said at least three of his neighbors ex-
perienced similar problems, with one single 
homeowner being billed for 70,000 gallons of 
water usage in one day.
 The problem reportedly stems from the instal-
lation of new electronic meters in the area.
 “Houston Public Works is aware that replac-
ing remote meter reading devices has resulted in 

some customers seeing automatically generated 
bills in the thousands of dollars,” a tweet on the 
city’s Public Works Twitter page read. “Houston 
Public Works apologizes for the stress and con-
fusion created by these erroneous bills. We are 
proactively contacting impacted customers.  If 
you haven’t heard from us and think you have 
been impacted, please reach out to our Customer 
Account Services Team at 713-341-1400.”
 Hanks said he does not intend to pay the erro-
neous bill.
 “No, I’m not going to pay,” said Hanks. “I’m go-
ing to fi ght and I’m going to fuss because I didn’t 
use the water. I don’t have a swimming pool.”
 Houston City Council was scheduled to ad-
dress the issue at a meeting Tuesday, May 9.

Residents receive erroneous water bills
Some bills up to $3,150 for just one month

Sandra Yandell publishes memoir
Local real estate agent shares trials, tribulations

MUD gets $1M grant
 Clear Brook City MUD will receive a grant 
from Harris County that matches it dollar for dol-
lar when making beautifi cations to the park sur-
rounding the new South Belt Stormwater Deten-
tion Basin, located near Beamer Road and Dixie 
Farm Road/FM 1959.The MUD had reportedly 
been prepared to invest approximately $1 million 
in the project, now bringing the total to around 
$2 million with the county’s assistance.
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In My Opinion Elected offi cials share their words

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Death

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, May 11, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Thursday, May 11, 4 – 5 p.m. Family storytime. Registration required.
 Monday, May 15, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Wednesday, May 17, 6 – 7:30 p.m. English class: Entertainment. Registration required.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for 
research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents 
with a library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s 
What’s Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a 
link for a temporary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Re-
sources for Kids accesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library 
Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual program is Craft.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 
24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-au-
diobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. 
Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for 
holds and check-out. HPL has a  collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog 
for previously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on download-
ing the e-book or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. The library will follow state and county guidelines for 
mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, May 11, 10 – 11:30 a.m. Conversation club.
 Thursday, May 11, 10 – 11:30 a.m. ESL conversation club.
 Thursday, May 11, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Monday, May 15, 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Family storytime.
 Tuesday, May 16, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Wednesday, May 17, 11 a.m. – noon. Tech time.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://
www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Saiz urges caution 
on learning to drive
 Recently, St. Luke has had an increase 
of student drivers using the church parking 
lot to practice their driving skills. We are so 
happy to see so many of our youth learn-
ing how to drive and their parents taking 
such an active part in their lives by being 
their teachers, however, we have had two 
close calls of people almost being hit and 
one student completely losing control of 
the vehicle and ending up in the park.
 Our parking lot is small and frequently 
visited by walkers, small children and pets 
at all hours of the day. This makes for a 
dangerous situation. Although it is a great 
endeavor, we kindly ask for parents and 
our young drivers to fi nd a bigger parking 
lot that does not have as much foot traffi c.
 May God bless our youth as they work 
towards this milestone in their lives and all 
the people who are walking with them on 
this journey.
 Thank you for your consideration.
 Blessings, 
 Guadalupe H. Saiz
 Development Coordinator

Bill King on rising 
city water prices
 Many Houstonians recently received a 
letter from the City of Houston informing 
them that there would be an automatic in-
crease of 9.2% to water and sewer rates, 
effective April 1. However, if you read the 
fi ne print carefully, the actual increase will 
be substantially more than that.
 In 2010, Houston City Council adopt-
ed an ordinance that would automatically 
increase water and sewer rates on April 
1 each year, based on the infl ation in the 
previous year and the increase in the City’s 
population. 
 According to the letter from the City, 
the infl ation rate was 8.2% and the pop-
ulation increase was 1%, resulting in an 
increase based on the 2010 ordinance of 
9.2%.1
 However, in addition to the automat-
ic increase arising from the 2010 ordi-
nance, City Council adopted an additional 
increase in water & sewer rates in 2021. 
That increase raised water & sewer rates 
by 50-78% based on usage over fi ve year. 
Most of the increase was frontloaded in 
the fi rst two years.
 This is a chart from an informa-
tion sheet, at this link here, https://
r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U3ltfUTj-w4y
Sc1lKEwVIgC_ABSNrJ4TA-zWFHVT
JZdTnwOc3-WMdGVMGawrc_zsOD
0f3ysU4VNGS-FZARBfHPB7jg01U
RI9Lo4L iV jOWAqgva fB Imsnvvpx
qRf t8 l -AYUx0NzpkKNmqneanmZ

JhoUPa2DtEMCg52syTD5wJvgkC0t
7vBFVAq4Ntid_Dwbov9e0lIcZwCeU
oTWl_AnFzwpuSDr5ZBPEADaEXH
9dQ34U=&c=5p5A25pEoTrDWEja4W
IFh1xd1R2elf-4GKuLn4x82VHC4jt
BU5n80g==&ch=YlTma1zmgSF4Oo
cA_h2Y4TAkb_pRhzbojE00opT3DmOK
FZsDSS5xuA==, sent to customers by the 
City of Houston showing the estimated ef-
fect of the 2021 increases.
 The increase this year from the 2021 
ordinance will be in the 6-8% range. When 
added to the automatic adjustment for 
population and infl ation, most Houstonians 
will see a 16-18% increase this year.
 A 16% increase in rates will increase 
the City’s water & sewer revenues by over 
$200 million in one year. To put that in per-
spective, that is about twice the amount 
that the drainage fee raises each year.
 That $200 million increase in revenues 
comes on top of a $215 million increase 
in revenues last year. As a result of the in-
creases in the last two years, plus the in-
crease just assessed, Houstonians will be 
paying about 50% more for water and sew-
er than they were just three years ago.2
 Let me be clear, the City had been un-
dercharging for water and sewer and un-
derinvesting in maintaining the system for 
decades. An increase in rates was abso-
lutely necessary to address the system’s 
many problems. But we have no idea 
whether these automatic increases bear 
any relationship to what is necessary to 
properly maintain the system.
 One indication that the recent increas-
es are perhaps excessive comes from the 
City’s most recent audit. According to the 
audit, the water and sewer fund has en-
joyed huge operating surpluses over the 
last two years: $480 million in 2021 and 
$894 million in 2022. Those surpluses 
have helped boost the net position of the 
City’s water and sewer system from a defi -
cit as recently as 2016 to an astonishing 
surplus of $2.5 billion as of the end of last 
year.
 I am truly glad to see the water and 
sewer system get on a better fi nancial foot-
ing. It is something that the City has been 
needing to do for some time. But these 
breathtaking increases are going to be a 
hardship on many Houstonians, especially 
seniors and others on fi xed incomes. Also, 
we have seen too many times what hap-
pens at the City when a particular depart-
ment is awash with cash.
 Council put these increases on autopi-
lot to avoid the unpleasant task of having 
to vote to raise rates each year. Sorry folks, 
that is part of the job. Council should revisit 
its rate increase plan and make a detailed 
fi nding of the needs of the system and en-
sure that Houstonians are paying enough 
to properly maintain the system, but no 
more.
 Bill King

 The Texas Senate Dem-
ocratic Caucus released the 
following statement on the 
passage of Senate Bills 8 
and 9:
 During consideration of 
Senate Bill 9, Senate Dem-
ocrats were united in sup-
porting an amendment led 
by Sen. Morgan LaMantia 
that would have provided an 
across-the-board pay raise 
of $10,000 for educators. 
Unfortunately, the amend-
ment failed 12-19 with every 
Republican senator voting 
against it.
 In addition, all members 
of the Texas Senate Demo-
cratic Caucus strongly op-
posed Senate Bill 8, which 
creates an “Educational 
Savings Account” program. 
This latest voucher scheme 
would send millions of tax-
payer dollars to private 
schools without any of the 
transparency or account-
ability measures our public 
schools must meet. Multi-

ple amendments by Senate 
Democrats to hold these 
private entities to the same 
standards required of our 
public schools were sum-
marily rejected, primarily on 
partisan lines.
 With a budget surplus 
of $32.7 billion, we have 
a historic opportunity to 
show our public schools are 
our top priority by making 
long-overdue investments 
in public education. Instead 
of providing teachers a 
meaningful pay raise, SB 9 
provides a one-time stipend 
equivalent to approximate-
ly $120 a month for most 
teachers. I SB 8 siphons 
off more than $500 million 
per year for private entities 
– making a future pay raise 
for educators less feasible.
 Senate Bill 9 would pro-
vide a $2,000 one-time pay-
ment to all teachers. For 
teachers in districts with 
20,000 or fewer students, 
the bill would provide a one-

time payment of $6,000. 
Making a distinction be-
tween teachers based on 
the size of the district they 
work in — in essence the 
geographic area or the com-
munity they live in — unnec-
essarily creates inequity 
and division. It also ignores 
the reality that teachers in 
Texas’ urban areas have 
higher housing costs. We 
should all be able to agree 
that all teachers are worthy 
of the highest possible pay 
raise without discriminating 
on the basis of whether they 
work in a rural or urban dis-
trict.
 Our public school teach-
ers are critical to our chil-
dren’s futures as well as 
our state. It’s time we treat 
teachers with respect by 
paying them a fair and com-
petitive wage rather than 
prioritizing voucher pro-
grams that do little to help 
the 5.4 million children in 
Texas public schools.

Senate Democrats oppose
Senate Bill 8, lose on teacher raises

 James Edward Upshaw 
of League City was the only 
child of James Garland and 
Mattie Louise Thompson 
Upshaw.  He was born on 
April 10, 1942, in Taylor, 
La. After a lengthy and cou-
rageous battle with heart 
failure, he moved home to 
heaven to be with his Lord, 
on May 1, 2023 at the age of 
81.
 James, a longtime South 
Belt resident, spent his 
childhood in poverty. His 
parents divorced early in 
his life and when he was 7 
years old his mother sent 
him to live with his uncle in 
Pineville, La., because she 
couldn’t afford to take care 
of him. 
 James’ mother brought 
him to Houston when he 
was 12, where he attend-
ed Johnson Junior High. 
He had no idea there was a 
pretty little girl in the same 
grade who would be-come 
his wife. 
 When he fi nished junior 
high, he moved to Lamar 
High School, but had to 
drop out in the 10th grade to 
help support his mother. 
 In May of 1964, he fi nal-
ly met Sandra Joan Stokes 
in the restaurant in which 
she was working and it was 
love at fi rst sight. 
 They married Dec. 5, 
1964, and were married 
for almost 60 years. James 
adored his wife and be-
lieved he had married above 
his privilege. 
 Together, they had a son, 
Michael, and three years lat-
er they welcomed a daugh-
ter, Lisa.
 James may have started 
his life in poverty and only 
had a sophomore education, 
but in March 1972, some-
thing happened that would 
eternally change his life 
and would enable James to 
become a very prominent 
businessman. That spring, 
he gave his heart and life 
to Jesus, and nothing was 
ever the same for him again. 
James always said the suc-
cesses he had in life all hap-

James 
Upshaw
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support. We know that our 
continued work with the 
Promise Scholarship to all 
high school seniors in our 
taxing district will continue to 
make higher education acces-
sible and affordable.
 “Our commitment to our 
students reaches beyond the 
classroom,” said Dr. Laurel 
Williamson, San Jacinto Col-
lege deputy chancellor and 
college president. 
 “We recognize that stu-
dents face many barriers 
when it comes to obtaining 
their certifi cates and degrees, 
from child care to food to 
housing, and I am proud of 
the work that our employees 
have done and continue to do 
to provide support to remove 
those barriers. Our targeted 
interventions are making a 
difference.”
 One such vision is the 
creation of a new division, 
Student Support Services, to 
provide students educational 
support while building con-
nections and assisting them 
in achieving academic, social, 
and career goals. Based on a 
collegewide study that evalu-
ated area programs, it was de-
termined there was need for a 
comprehensive program for 
college-bound neurodiverse 
students. 
 This division promotes 
a campus culture of under-
standing for students with 
neurological differences 
through collaboration, train-
ing, and consultation. 
 The college also provides 
support to students through 
counseling, food markets, 
clothes closets, child care and 
transportation.
 San Jacinto College is com-
mitted to working alongside 
industry partners to ensure 
that students have the skills 
needed to leave the classroom 
and enter the workforce pre-
pared in high demand and 
high paying careers. Through 
chancellor’s advisory councils 
and program advisory com-
mittees, input is sought from 
industry leaders on curricu-
lum, facilities, student support 
and employment. Maritime 
partners provide paid summer 
internships for all students. 
Petrochemical partners vis-
it classes, coach and mentor 
students, interview on site, 
and participate in curriculum 
revisions. Aerospace partners 
developed an innovative non-
credit curriculum for aero-
space technicians that begins 
with self-paced learning and 
culminates in an internship 
that leads to employment. 
Health care partners were in-
tegral in developing the Bach-
elor of Science in nursing, 
the college’s fi rst bachelor’s 
degree. Understanding the 
teacher shortage, San Jacin-
to College worked with the 
Houston Endowment to earn a 
$1.5 million grant to begin its 
second bachelor degree in ear-
ly childhood education. Addi-
tionally, under development is 
programming and curriculum 
to offer workforce training in 
the biomanufacturing growth 
industry in the Houston re-
gion.
 “The impact that our facul-
ty and staff have on our stu-
dents and our communities 
is evident in the success of 
our students,” added Hellyer. 
“But we know that the work 
continues. Our students have 
an expectation that San Jacin-
to College will lead the way 
as early adopters of new pro-
grams, services, and technol-
ogies, and we are committed 
to leading the way in those ar-
eas and many more. We will 
continue to explore ways to 
improve the educational ex-
perience offered right here in 
East Harris County.”
 The $1 million Aspen 
Prize is the nation’s signa-
ture recognition of communi-
ty colleges that are achieving 
high and equitable outcomes 
for students. The fi nalists and 

winner represent the potential 
of the more than 1,100 com-
munity colleges across the 
country as engines of pros-
perity and social mobility.
 “The ten fi nalists for this 
year’s Aspen Prize exemplify 
the excellent outcomes that 
are possible when a college 
commits to delivering on its 
promises, both to students 
and the broader community,” 
said Josh Wyner, founder and 
executive director of the As-
pen Institute College Excel-
lence Program. “While each 
has advanced student success 
reforms in different ways and 
contexts, these colleges share 
an unwavering commitment 
to ensuring that all of their 
students not only graduate, 
but earn credentials with val-
ue in transfer and the work-
force.”
 The Aspen Prize selection 
process began in October 
2021, when the Aspen Insti-
tute worked with an expert 
data panel to craft a formula 
to assess student outcomes at 
nearly 1,000 community col-
leges in key areas such as re-
tention, completion, transfer, 
and equity. 
 Based on those data, the 
Aspen Institute invited 150 
top community colleges to 
apply, and received 109 appli-
cations. 

 A selection committee of 
16 higher education experts 
reviewed applications, in-
cluding extensive data and 
narratives on student success 
strategies.
 The Aspen Prize fi nalists 
(including the two winners of 
the $1 million prize) are the 
following: 
 Amarillo College, Texas 
and Imperial Valley Calif. Re-
maining top 10 are Broward 
College, Fla.; Hostos Com-
munity College, N.Y.;  Kings-
borough Community College, 
NY.; Moorpark College. Ca-
lif.; Northwest Iowa Commu-
nity College, Iowa;  San Jacin-
to College, Texas; South Puget 
Sound Community College, 
Wash.; Southwest Wisconsin 
Technical College, Wis.
 To learn more about San 
Jac being named an Aspen 
Prize fi nalist, visit sanjac.edu/
aspen.
 The Aspen Institute Col-
lege Excellence Program 
aims to advance higher edu-
cation practices, policies and 
leadership that signifi cantly 
improve student outcomes, 
especially for the growing 
population of low-income 
students and students of color 
on American campuses. 
 For more information, visit 
www.highered.aspeninstitute.
org.

San Jac nationally recognized
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pened after March 1972.
 James went on to become 
a real estate agent and later 
a broker. He was named top 
agent and number one in 
sales for several years run-
ning. In 1979, he started a 
bail bonding company with 
his partner and friend, John 
Polk. When he fi nally re-
tired in 2012, he had earned 
the respect and admiration 
of every judge in Harris 
County. 
 James loved to fi sh, hunt, 
and travel, but the most 
important things in his life 
were faith, family, friends 
and his church. He was a 
big man, with a big heart 
who cared about and wanted 
to help those who, like him-
self, had made some poor 
choices early on in life.
 James is preceded in 
death by his parents and 
his son. He is survived by 
his wife; his daughter; his 
beloved grandson, Justin 
Taylor; and a host of cous-
ins. His family extends a 
heartfelt thanks to Dr. James 
Muntz; Dr. Kevin Lisnam; 
and Dr. Paul Schultz; as 
well as the staff at Baywind 
for their kind and compas-
sionate care during these 
diffi cult days.
 A celebration of James’ 
life will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday, May 13, at 
Sagemont Church in the 
Worship Center. There will 
be a visitation at 10 a.m., 
prior to the service. Flowers 
are welcomed, but memo-
rial contributions in James’ 
name may be made to 
Sagemont Church’s “NVi-
sion” Youth Building Proj-
ect. A private burial will be 
held at a later date.
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whereabouts of the missing 
vehicle is urged to contact 
the HPD Homicide Division 
at 713-308-3600 or speak 
anonymously to Crime 
Stoppers of Houston at 713-
222-TIPS (8477).

Past incidents
 According to court doc-
uments, at least 94 people 
have been arrested at the 
business since it opened less 
than fi ve years ago. Some 
of those arrested are known 
gang members. 
 In May 2018, there were 
four DWIs related to the 
bar, one of which seriously 
injured Houston Police Of-
fi cer Chayne Brothers, who 
sued Bombshells for over-
serving the driver responsi-
ble for the crash. 
 A second lawsuit was 
fi led by an injured party 
from a DWI crash in Febru-
ary 2018.

Bombshells . . .
  Other reported crimes 
at the site include shoot-
ings, assaults, robberies and 
drug possession. In January 
2015, an off-duty police of-
fi cer working security at the 
bar shot and killed a man 
after he allegedly pointed a 
gun at him in the parking lot 
after being kicked out for 
fi ghting. 
 In March of that year, 
the business made nation-
al headlines after it refused 
to serve patrons with face 
and neck tattoos, claiming it 
represented gang affi liation, 
most notably the Houstone 
sect of the Tango Blast pris-
on gang. 
 Last year’s temporary 
restraining order forced the 
restaurant to sell only food, 
no alcohol, and to close at 9 
p.m. for 14 days. 
 The business opted to 
temporally close rather than 
serve food exclusively.

 James Michael Freeman 
(Mike), 47, was born May 
20, 1975, in Metairie, La.  
He moved to the South Belt 
at 7 years old.  
 He attended Stuchbery 
Elementary, Beverly Hills 
Intermediate and graduated 
from Dobie High School in 
1993.  
 Mike continued to live in 
Sageglen with his family for 
20+ years.  
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents James Mi-
chael Freeman Sr. and Janet 
Lynn Freeman, as well as 
his sister Jamie Michelle 
Freeman.
 Mike will be very much 
missed but his memory will 
forever be cherished by his 
wife, Elizabeth Freeman; 
his son, Isaiah Timothy 
Herron; his daughter, Mar-
ley Michelle Freeman; and 
his dog Axle Rose. Mike 
was a very hard worker and 
excelled at every company 
for which he worked. From 
being a Regional Manager 
for Circuit City, Floor and 
Décor, Radio Shack, Sears, 
and Lumber Liquidators. 
 To his fi nal place of em-
ployment and his most re-
warding one as a vice presi-
dent of Sales and Operations 
at Air Majesty A/C and Heat.
 When not working, Mike 
enjoyed collecting and 
shooting his guns; collect-
ing vinyl (especially very 
rare vinyl) and of course, 
playing it; riding his mo-
torcycles; working on his 
many projects around the 
house; and being with his 
family and friends.
 Mike was a true brother 
to all his friends and will be 
missed by all of them.
 He will be missed dearly 
by all his family and friends.
 His Celebration of Life 
will be held at 4 p.m., Friday, 
May 12, at Peevey Funeral 
Home on Beamer Road.

James Michael 
(Mike) Freeman
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 Both victims were shot in 
the head with a .22-caliber 
pistol that belonged to Anto-
nio Armstrong. Pillows were 
placed on each of the victim’s 
heads, presumably to muffl e the 
sound of the gunshots. 
 The accused’s mother was 
pronounced dead at the scene, 
while the his father was trans-

ported to Memorial Hermann 
Hospital, where he died.
 The story has made inter-
national news, as Antonio was 
once a star football player at 
Texas A&M and briefl y played 
for the Miami Dolphins.
 Jury selection is expected to 
go through May with the trial 
taking most of June. Testimony 
for the third trial is set for June 5.

Jury selection underway 

 A Celebration of Life for 
Marcus E. Wheatfall, a long-
time South Belt resident will 
be held Saturday, May 13, 
2023, at HOPE Pearland 
Church, 4309 Broadway in 
Pearland. 
 Visitation is at noon. The 
service will be at 1 p.m. (More 
information may be in next 
week’s Leader.)

Marcus E. 
Wheatfall
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Weber welcomes
Camp Invention
 Camp Invention, a nation-
ally recognized, nonprofi t 
summer enrichment program, 
is coming to Weber Elementa-
ry School the week of June 19 
- June 23, 2023.
 A program of the Nation-
al Inventors Hall of Fame, in 
partnership with the United 
States Patent and Trademark 
Offi ce, Camp Invention chal-
lenges children in grades K-6 
to tap into their natural curios-
ity and use their creativity to 
solve problems. 
 Through hands-on activ-
ities, Camp Invention pro-
motes STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
mathematics) learning; builds 
confi dence, leadership, perse-
verance and resourcefulness; 
and encourages entrepreneur-
ship — all in a fun and engag-
ing environment.
 Each year, the program 
features a new curriculum in-
spired by some of the nation’s 
most world-changing inven-
tors — the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame Inductees. 
 This year’s Wonder pro-
gram encourages children to 
be confi dent in their ideas and 
explore their innovativeness 
though hands-on activities in-

cluding:
 Catching Air, involves tak-
ing a confi dence-building ride 
through physics, engineering 
and art; children design and 
build their own skate park.
 During Invention Cele-
bration campers take on the 
role of event planners as they 
throw a party celebrating cre-
ativity and innovation.
 For the MimicBot project 
children show their unique 
style when they transform a 
robot that mimics sounds into 
a one-of-a-kind animatronic 
stuffi e.
 Campers design their own 
mini pop-up business during 
the Pop-Up Venture.
 “Both of my kids loved 
Camp Invention! They loved 
having the opportunity to cre-
ate, innovate and iterate what 
they had learned,” said a par-
ent of 2022 Camp Invention 
campers. “They were intense-
ly proud to tell of their work 
each day and to showcase 
their projects at the end of the 
week.”
 All local Camp Invention 
programs are facilitated and 
taught by qualifi ed educators 
who reside and teach in the 
community. 

South Belt Elementary recognizes Super Steers

Shown here are South Belt Elementary’s Super Steers for the month of April. Left to right, are 
(fi rst row) Christian-Ace Granados, Rayyan Jafri, Ryan Musawi, Idalia Gutierrez, Ivy Richard, 
Elain Basil, Leon Chea, Henry Hoang, Anthony Doan, (second row) Caleb Banda, Melanie Arreo-
la, Vivian Molina, Ai My Tram, Emmie Tran, Preston Davis, Amaya Corranco, Travis Alba, Miguel 
Medrano, Ethan White, (third row) Sergio De Robles, Nohely Hernandez, Abby Peterson, Brooke 

Kelinske, Charlotte Huynh, Devin Spears, Kaptain Scott, Jonathan Herrera, (fourth row) Sky-
la Duncan, Sigi “Jacoby” Yanez, Ava De Ochoa, Kinsley Elmore, Lynncee Srun, Mia Granados, 
Camila Aguirre, (fi fth row) Amelia Hoang, Abriella Nguyen, Isabelle Garcia, Kristine La, Levie 
Benavides and Andrew Duong. Not pictured is pre-K student Taylor Mclean.

Photo by Lakitha Thomas, counselor

Pasadena Memorial High School recognizes student honor roll for all grades
 Pasadena Memorial High 
School offi cials released the 
names of their honor roll stu-
dents for the fi fth six-weeks 
period of the 2022-2023 
school year. 

Ninth grade
 Isabella Abrego Soriano, 
Helen Acosta, Shia Adriano, 
Amanda Aguilar, Nathaniel 
Alaniz, Rocco Allen-Smith, 
Gael Alvarado, Gwendalynn 
Alvarado, Jose Alvarez, Raul 
Alvarez, Jair Araujo, Camila 
Arguello and Alexander Arias.
 Carrera Arredondo-Ko-
chan, Alexandra Avalos, Han-
nai Ayala, Savannah Ayers, Ca-
mille Barahona, Sonia Barraza, 
Daniela Barrera, Kayleen Ba-
surto, Aileen Becerra, Preston 
Bellamy, William Berrios Her-
nandez and Veronica Berrones.
 Xavier Blanco, Ceanna 
Boekhoudt, Breana Borja, 
Alan Bracho, Kaitlyn Breen, 
Colton Broussard, Elizabeth 
Bui, Ethan Bui, Nathan Bui, 
Tran Bui, Camden Butch-
er, Joaquin Caballero, Tyson 
Caldwell and Daniela Camaril-
lo.
 Valerie Campos, Christian 
Cantu, Dafne Carmona, Ama-

ya Carr, Paighton Carr, Alec 
Carranza, Israel Carrascal, 
Marlin Carter, Karen Castil-
lo, Enrique Castrejon, Edwin 
Catalan, Max Cazares, Vanessa 
Cedillo and Gary Cepeda.
 Joshua Cerda, Jaslyne Cha-
pa, Angelina Chavez, Victoria 
Chioreanu, Nathan Cisneros, 
Ava Condado, Jesse Contre-
ras, Casey Crawford, Edelmiro 
Cruz and Esmeralda Cruzado 
De Jesus.
 Adrian Cuevas, Camila Da-
vila, Alberto De Alba, Daniel-
la De Leon, Alysabeth Dele-
on, Marissa Deleon, Addelyn 
Dinsdale, Calla Dockery, Sofi a 
Duffey, Kimberly Duran, Mar-
iana Escamilla, Evelyn Fernan-
dez and Jennifer Fernandez.
 Kenzie Fernandez, Angie 
Flores, Sigrid Flores, Shelby 
Fox, Andy Fresco Hernandez, 
Harold Funez, Oscar Gal-
lo-Brizuela, Isabelle Garcia, 
Lauren Garcia, Valeria Garcia, 
Victoria Garcia, Caleb Gard-
ner, Silvana Garza Perez and 
Jose Garza.
 Julian Garza, Brissa Gaytan 
Montemayor, Josiah George, 
Aaron Gloria, Alfredo Go-
mez, Andrew Gomez, Ashley 

Gomez, Osiel Gomez, Arlene 
Gonzalez, Genesis Gonzalez, 
Mia Gonzalez, Victoria Gon-
zalez, Bryan Goytortua, Sanaa 
Green, Alexae Gudino, Maria 
Guerra, Sofi a Guerra, Henrik 
Guerrero, Kaydence Guerre-
ro, Rangel Guzman and Diego 
Hernandez.
 Isaiah Hernandez, Kamila 
Hernandez, Kian Hernandez, 
Damahjion Houke, Alejandra 
Jimenez Torres, Logan John-
son, Cadie Jones, Alexis Jo-
seph, Rayne Larson, Nicholas 
Licerio, Ellen Licona, Citlali 
Loera, Jaekob Longoria, Mi-
cah Longoria, Eliuth Lopez, 
Layla Lopez and Elizabeth 
Lozano.
 Katalina Lozoya, Tyler Lu-
cas, Jonathan Luna, Natalia 
Macias, Alexis Madrid, Dan-
iel Mancia Mendoza, Nayelly 
Marqueze, Anthony Martinez 
Hernandez, Melvin Martinez, 
Osbaldo Martinez, Vanessa 
Martinez and Marice Matta-
mana.
 Spirit Millan, Charles 
Mitchell, Amirah Mohammed, 
Katy Moncayo, Miguel Mon-
dragon, Adam Monreal, Alfa 
Montalvo, Eric Montemayor, 

Kailey Montoya, Dalia Mo-
rales, Delylah Morales, Devani 
Morales, Juliet Moreno, Mark 
Motal, Alexis Munoz and 
Jayden Munoz.
 Mariangel Navarro, Victo-
ria Navarro, Anh Ngo, Delayla 
Nguyen, Tien Nguyen, Kari-
na Nino, Samantha Nix, Alex 
Nunez-Hernandez, Ma’lay-
iah Nunley, Taleik O’Guinn, 
Melanni Ochoa Flores, Alana 
Oliver, Karla Ornelas, Lindsey 
Orocio and Brodie Ortiz Can-
tu.
 Jennifer Ortiz, Monser-
rat Osorio, Lina Parada, Kera 
Peavy, Jasleen Penaloza, Ethan 
Perez, Khanh Phan, Marli 
Potier, Victoria Prado, Anya 
Quezada, Noemy Quintanil-
la, Priscilla Quiroga, David 
Ramirez, Maynor Ramirez and 
Mikaela Ramirez.
 Luis Rangel, Natalie Ran-
gel, Dayami Reyes, Devan Ro-
bison, Alexander Rodriguez, 
Ashly Rodriguez, Bianca Ro-
driguez, Jacklyn Rodriguez, 
Osvaldo Rodriguez, Grace Ro-
mano, Ryan Roque, Karen Ro-
zon Santos, Aytza Russell and 
Sophia Sagastizado.
 Isabella Salas, Melanie 

Salcedo-Molina, Brenda San-
chez, Camila Sanchez, Julian 
Sanchez, Marlenie Sandoval, 
Itati Santana, Jaasiel Sauceda, 
Emilia Schneider, Dianey Ser-
na, Alejandro Serrano, Tomas 
Serrano, Christian Slattery, Ab-
igail Smith and Braden Smith.
 Sebastian Solis, Ventura So-
lis, Sydni Stewart, Xavier Su-
arez, Janie Tepox, Khanh To, 
Keiry Torres Villanueva, Dom-
inic Torres, Mario Torres, John 
Tran, Melanie Tran, Nicole 
Tran, Rachel Tran, Samantha 
Trevino and Rodrigo Valdez 
Gonzalez.
 Manuel Valladares Morales, 
Arturo Valles, Elanya Vasquez, 
Luna Vazquez, Angel Vega, 
Jared Vega, Annette Vela, Alice 
Villa, Daniella Villarreal and 
Jaxon Villarreal.
 Matthew Villegas, Kristen 
Williams, Vanessa Wu, Juan 
Zamora, Tomas Zamora, Nora 
Zapata Oyervides, Catherine 
Zelaya, Keyla Zeledon More-
no, Karen Zuniga and Yamil 
Zuniga.

10th grade
 Leila Afl leje, Abigail Ake, 
Hephzibah Alaniz, Lidia Al-
dana Portillo, Kimberly Ama-

dor, Joselyn Amaro, Raquell 
Amaya, Sofi a Amaya, Kemora 
Andrade, Keiley Anthony, Al-
phin Antony and Vanessa Ara-
na.
 Brisa Arredondo, Yazmin 
Arteaga del Real, Yesenia 
Arteaga del Real, Amani As-
salam-Mazyck, Riyam Baba, 
Daniel Baez, Diana Bahe-
na-Rodriguez, Aldrin Baluyut, 
Julio Barron, Sandra Barron, 
Danica Beard and Rafael Be-
navides.
 Patrick Bernal, Daniel Ber-
rones, Marycathryn Boyer, 
Lesley Braden, Jade Brodows-
ki, Aslyn Buenrostro, Tommy 
Cao, Scarlett Capetillo, Ellen 
Carrillo, Sarahi Chavez Mar-
tinez, Tiffany Cole, Kevin 
Colindres and Jacob Condado.
 Adison Cooper, Izabel-
la Cortez, Kimberly Cuen-
cas Carbajal, Shane Daly, 
Elizabeth-truc Dao, Joshua 
Daugereaux, Levi Del Angel, 
Charles Denham, Kendra De-
noon, Engelis Diaz Diaz, Jesus 
Diosabot, Jaime Escamilla, Yo-
nis Escobar and Diego Escobe-
do.
 Julian Estrada Zavaleta, Jo-
selyne Estrada, Delayna Fer-

nandez, Kayshia Flores, Mon-
serrat Flores, Yaretzi Flores, 
Jeffrey Galan, Jennifer Galan, 
Jasadee Gaona, Josue Garcia 
Mayorga and Daniel Garcia.
 Gabriel Garcia, Nahomi 
Garcia, Veronica Garcia, Jesus 
Gardea, Arlene Garza, Gavin 
Garza, Victor Garza, Mauro 
Gomez, Mia Gomez, Angie 
Gonzalez, Barbara Gonzalez,
and Gael Gonzalez.
 Nashly Gonzalez, Daphne 
Goytortua, Dayanara Grana-
dos, Sophia Grote, Sayuri Gua-
darrama, Nayely Gutierrez, 
Olivia Guzman, Jasmine Her-
nandez, Erick Herrera Salazar 
and Victoria Heslip.
 Gavin Hinojosa, Ngoc Ho, 
Musaab Hoque, David Hous-
er, Erika Hurtado, Kristine 
Huynh, Kara Ingersoll, Anyely 
Islas, Eugenio Islas, Jeremiah 
Isom, Francisco Jimenez and 
Rodrigo Jimenez.
 Christopher Jones, Marco 
Juarez, Natalia Le Goenaga, 
Britney Le, Ngan Le, Hector 
Lopez, Kennedey Lopez, Ma-
rio Lopez, Miguel Lozano, Ga-
briel Marcos, Amanda Marler, 
Callie Martin, Edgar Martinez 
and Jonathan Martinez.

 Kayla Martinez, Samantha 
Martinez, Alondra Medellin 
Rodriguez, Angelina Mendez, 
Ethan Mendoza Vazquez, Ga-
briel Mendoza, Kenneth Mera, 
Liliana Miranda, Aiden Moes, 
Grecia Monarrez, Estefania 
Montalvo and Ilse-Maria Mo-
rales.
 Giselle Moreland, Anthony 
Moreno, Samantha Moreno, 
Ibtihaj Mubashir, Cassandra 
Munoz, Genesis Navarro, Bry-
ana Negrete, Judith Nelson, 
Tony Ngo, Christine Nguyen, 
Cindy Nguyen, Huong Nguy-
en and Shayla Nguyen.
 Vinh Nguyen, Orlando 
Ochoa, Alan Olvera, Angela 
Orellana, Avril Ortega Arceo, 
Citlali Ortiz Pedroza, Julian 
Ortiz, Charles Palacios, Leon-
ardo Palmeros, Faith Paredes, 
Jush Patel, Osman Paz, Betha-
ny Perez and Rafael Perez.
 Khang Phan, Bianca Pinto, 
Luis Portilla, Andrew Quin-
tero, Angelica Ramirez Esco-
bar, Yaryssa Ramirez, Emma 
Reeves, Amber Reyes, Andre 
Reyes, Jaqueline Reyes, Sebas-
tian Reyes, Jayme Reyna, Rey 
Rios and Erica Rivas.
 Ernesto Rivas, Aaliyah 

Robles, Emelyn Rodriguez, 
Jesse Rodriguez, Kassandra 
Rodriguez, Kelly Rodriguez, 
Nichelle Rodriguez, Rodolfo 
Rodriguez, Manuel Romero 
and Michael Romero.
 Krisslynn Roque, Genesis 
Rosales, Frank Rosas, Grace 
Rosenbaum, Alexander Rubio, 
Andrea Sagastizado, Christo-
pher Sahagun, Julissa Salinas, 
Karen Sanchez and David San-
tos.
 Christian Sims, Angel 
Soto, Megan Stuart, Asa 
Summers, Lena Swick, 
Isis Talamantes, Shaylen 
Thompson, Amayah Torres, 
Maria Torres, Alexander 
Tran, Anh Truong, Anaeliz-
abeth Uriostegui, Jayden 
Valdez, Diana Valdez-Ca-
no, Melisa Ventura, Silvia 
Vielma and Marianna Vil-
lalobos.
 Angeli Villarroel Rive-
ro, Ilyana Villasenor, Paeton 
Walker, Madalynn Welch, 
Jo’anna Williams, Vivian 
Wu, Evelyn Yanez, Joan 
Zamora, Paulina Zapata, 
Anthony Zeledon Moreno 
and Nadia Zetino-Valencia.
 Continued on Page 4

Advancing health. Personalizing care.

We find innovative ways to keep your brain working the way it should. Like coordinating 
stroke care while you are in transit so treatment plans can start before you even get to 
the ER. All so you can go on living like you. This is neurological care designed for you. 

memorialhermann.org/neuro

You 
are the 
focus of 
neurological 
advancements.
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Remember When

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

Bay Area Jewelers
WE BUY GOLD!

Jewelry & Watch repair on site
19054 Gulf Fwy. 281-488-8067
Located outside Baybrook Mall across from Forever 21

45 years ago (1978)
 A two-day open house at 
Ellington Air Force Base, des-
ignated as the “Star Spangled 
Weekend,” was sponsored by 
the Houston Chamber of Com-
merce Military Affairs Com-
mittee and the 147th Fighter 
Interceptor Group, Texas Air 
National Guard in observance 
of Memorial Day.
 Kirkwood South put up an 
entrance sign to the subdivi-
sion located on the island at 
Kirkfair and Beamer.

40 years ago (1983)
 Cathy Cagle, Mike Barkley 
and Tresa Philpott were cho-
sen as the speakers for Dobie’s 
graduation.
 Pasadena Independent 
School District announced that 
districtwide enrollment was 
down by 1,527 students.

35 years ago (1988)
 Dr. Charles Thacker was 
named superintendent of 
schools for the Clear Creek In-
dependent School District at an 
annual salary of $80,000.
 Dobie students DeAnn 
O’Leary and Alicia Mills com-
peted in the state track meet, 
while Anthony Farmer com-
peted in the state swim meet. 
The girls competed in the high 
jump, and Farmer competed in 
the 100-meter event.

30 years ago (1993)
 The Thompson Intermedi-
ate School’s academic team 
came from behind to beat Ben-
nion Junior High 36-34 to win 
the national championship.
 Police searched for the 
killer of South Belt resident 
Luis Morales. The 18-year-old 
male was shot after he and his 
friends had a verbal confronta-
tion with a group of Hispanic 
males.
 The Dobie baseball team 
sent shockwaves through the 
5A baseball playoffs as it de-
feated Deer Park, the ninth- 
ranked team in the state, in the 
area round of the playoffs.

25 years ago (1998)
 Farmers Insurance Group 
won the Southeast Economic 
Development’s annual busi-
ness of the year award.
 The Dobie Latin Club won 
fi rst place at the state Latin 
competition by only 15 points 
over Clear Brook High School.

20 years ago (2003)
 J. Frank Dobie employees 
and members of the communi-
ty gathered to visit with seven 
retirees from the high school. 
Those being honored were 
Ron Adams, Mike McKinney, 
Butch Thiele, Donna Langdon, 

Joyce Pell, Bea Wyman and 
Paul Vernon.
 The South Belt Sluggers, 
a 13-year-old select baseball 
team, won the United States 
Specialty Sports Association’s 
Lake Charles, La., tournament. 
The win qualifi ed the team for 
the USSSA World Series in 
Broken Arrow, Okla.

15 years ago (2008)
  Results from the local elec-
tions were counted, with the 
number of votes cast surprising 
some. The $295 million San 
Jacinto College bond propos-
al passed with overwhelming 
support. Almost three times as 
many people voted in the bond 
election than in the previous 
one held in 1999.
 In the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District election, 
Vickie Morgan held on to her 
Position 7 seat on the board of 
trustees, easily defeating chal-
lenger Randy Clay Smith. This 
was the fi rst time that more 
people voted in a San Jac elec-
tion than in a concurrent, con-
tested PISD board election.
 In the Clear Brook City Mu-
nicipal Utility District election, 
Chuck Tylka easily defeated 
incumbent Bill Jones for the 
Position 1 seat on the board of 
directors. In the race for a posi-
tion on the Sagemeadow Mu-
nicipal Utility District board 
of directors, challenger Dean 

Baier was unsuccessful in his 
attempt to unseat incumbents 
David Dittmar and Glenn Wil-
liams.
 A retirement party was held 
for three longtime employees 
at Burnett Elementary. Dee 
Wright, Ada Carr and Carol 
Carmichael had a combined 
100 years of experience work-
ing in the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District.
 Dobie principal Steve Ja-
mail was named PISD’s 2008 
Region IV Secondary Prin-
cipal of the Year. Jamail was 
selected for his ability to build 
a positive school culture and 
climate aimed at excellence for 
all, according to Vicki Thomas, 
PISD deputy superintendent.
 A 6-year-old boy drown-
ed at a pool party in the 9900 
block of Windmill Lakes Bou-
levard.

10 years ago (2013)
 Voters overwhelmingly cast 
ballots in favor of all bond pro-
posals in the municipal utility 
district and school elections. 
In the Sagemeadow Municipal 
Utility District, residents voted 
in support of a $15 million ref-
erendum to address the MUD’s 
aging water and sewer lines 
that were damaged by recent 
droughts. A similar $10 mil-
lion bond proposal passed in 
the Kirkmont Municipal Utili-
ty District. Voters in the  Clear 

Creek Independent School 
District approved the CCISD 
bond referendum to rebuild 
and replace aging facilities.
 The race to fi ll the CCISD 
District 1 seat formerly held by 
Robert Davee went to Laura 
DuPont. Davee was not seek-
ing re-election. Incumbent 
Ann Hammond retained her 
At-Large B position, defeating 
challenger Nick Long.
 After teaching in the same 
second-grade classroom for 
43 years, longtime South Belt 
resident Sharon Brantly retired 
from Stuchbery Elementary. 
 A South Belt resident was 
struck by lightning on a job 
site in northwest Houston. 
Jeremy Garcia, a 1996 Dobie 
graduate, was working for the 
City of Houston Public Works 
Department at the Metro North 
Offi ce Park in the 1700 block 
of Seamist when he was struck 
around 10 a.m. during heavy 
thunderstorms. He was within 
500 feet of a fi re station and 
received immediate medical 
care, including a defi brillator. 
After reviving him, emergen-
cy crews transported Garcia 
to Memorial Hermann Hospi-
tal – Texas Medical Center in 
critical condition. After several 
months of rehabilitation, Gar-
cia returned to work.
 Longtime South Belt res-
ident Susie Van Gilder Ortiz 

was selected by her colleagues 
as Teacher of the Year at We-
ber Elementary. Ortiz attend-
ed Stuchbery, Thompson and 
Dobie before going on to San 
Jacinto College and the Uni-
versity of Houston-Clear Lake. 
She began her career at Weber 
in 2005 as a physical education 
instructor.

5 years ago (2018)
 Longtime community 
member and optometrist Dr. 
B. J. Garner died unexpected-
ly Thursday, May 3, at the age 
of 78. Originally from Bryan, 
Garner moved to the South 
Belt area during its infancy 
and in 1976, opened Garner 
Vision Center on Hughes 
Road near what would later 
become Beltway 8.Garner’s 
involvement in the communi-
ty, however, went far beyond 
his medical practice. He was 
a lifetime charter member 
of the South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce, 
where he served in many lead-
ership roles on its board of 
directors; he served six years 
on the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Board of 
Trustees, partly presiding as 
its president; he was a long-
time member of Sagemont 
Church, where he taught Sun-
day School and was a mem-
ber of the orchestra; he was a 
member of the U.S. Air Force 

Reserve, where he served as 
a lieutenant colonel; and he 
served as a local Republican 
precinct judge and chairman. 
Garner and his wife of 56 
years, Laura Nell Sanders 
Garner, had two daughters, 
Julie Ann and Jennifer Kay.
 The results from the May 
5 Clear Creek Independent 
School District Board of Trust-
ees election were calculated, 
with two of three incumbents 
maintaining their positions. In 
the District 4 race, incumbent 
Page Rander handily defeated 
challenger Jeff Larson, receiv-
ing 61.9 percent of the vote 
to Larsen’s 38.1 percent of 
the vote. District 5 incumbent 
Jay Cunningham edged out 
challengers Michelle Moore 
and Yvonne Tibai. Cunning-
ham received 43.86 percent 
of the vote, while Moore re-
ceived 24.29 percent, and Ti-
bai received 31.85 percent. In 
the contest for the At-Large 
Position A seat, incumbent 
Charles Pond was defeated by 
challenger Jennifer Broddle, 
who received 53.21 percent 
to Pond’s 30.85 percent. At-
Large Position A challenger 
Jake Berry received 15.95 
percent of the vote.

1 year ago (2022)
 The results from the May 
7 elections have been tallied, 
with voters deciding on mul-

tiple state and local contests. 
Locally, voters handily ap-
proved all three proposals of 
the $305 million Pasadena 
ISD bond referendum. In 
the Clear Creek ISD elec-
tion, Misty Dawson narrow-
ly defeated Jessica Cejka in 
the race for District 1 trust-
ee, beating her by just one 
vote. In the contest for Clear 
Creek ISD At-Large Position 
B trustee, incumbent Scott 
Bowen will maintain his seat, 
defeating challengers Kyrsten 
Garcia and Carl Nunn. In the 
Sagemeadow MUD election, 
incumbent Ted Heinrich was 
defeated by write-in candi-
date Seth Webb. Incumbents 
Edward “Figg” Figueroa and 
Dean Baier maintained their 
seats on the Sagemeadow 
MUD board. 
 A plane was forced to crash 
land in a fi eld near Dobie9 
Friday, May 6. The airplane 
was to fl y to San Antonio 
when it experienced prob-
lems taking off from Hobby 
and was forced to land. The 
plane crashed into the fence 
of a nearby residence be-
fore coming to a stop. While 
the crash coincided with the 
school’s dismissal time, no 
one was injured, including the 
plane’s four passengers. The 
accident knocked out power 
to surrounding residences for 
several hours. 
 A Houston police offi cer 
was shot during a drug op-
eration Wednesday, May 4, 
at a gas station in the 14300 
block of the Gulf Freeway at 
Astoria. Offi cer J. Sallee was 
transported by private vehi-
cle and carried by eight of 
his colleagues into Memorial 
Hermann Southeast Hospital 
in stable condition. The sus-
pect, Jimmy Bryan, 23, was 
also shot during the incident. 
He was also transported to the 
hospital in stable condition. 
 Two drivers were killed 
in a head-on collision around 
1:50 a.m. Wednesday, May 
4, in the 9600 block of SH 
3/Old Galveston Road near 
Fuqua. According to Houston 
Police Department offi cials, 
the driver of a red Toyota Ta-
coma pickup truck, 38, was 
traveling south near the above 
address and failed to stay in a 
single lane. The Toyota then 
veered into oncoming traffi c 
and struck a silver Nissan Ver-
sa traveling northwest on Old 
Galveston Road. Both drivers 
were pronounced dead at the 
scene.

ENJOY YOUR BIRTHDAY, JOHN!
 Wishes for a fantastic birthday are sent to 
South Belt Leader staff member John Bechtle 
May 11, from his family, friends and the Leader 
staff. He has been the sports editor of the 
Leader for many years and is greatly appreci-
ated by his co-workers!

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena ISD cel-
ebrate birthdays May 11 through May 17.

Atkinson Elementary
 Kimberly Grzesiek celerates a birthday 
May 13.

Bush Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting May 12 to Andrew 
Duron.

Frazier Elementary
 Birthday wishes go out to Amanda Hooper 
May 13.

Genoa Elementary
 Join the double-fun celebration May 14 with 
Lauren Davis and Tiffany Bennett, Genoa 
principal. Sing a chorus of a happy birthday 

Steven Mayo. Give a birthday shoutout May 
12 to James Reed. May 13 is the day to send 
a gift to William Malpass.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, May 11: Tyson Dillard, Leslie 
Fair and George King; Friday, May 12: Jennifer 
Main, Raymond Massey, Jennifer Ashe and 
Sophie Harrison; Saturday, May 13: Lexi 
Salinas, Norma Torres, Karen Kerr, Douglas 
Mikel and Faith Roberts; Sunday, May 14: 
Chris Escalera and Bianca Perez; Monday, 
May 15: Melissa Rios-Gutierrez and Roland 
Lejeune; Tuesday, May 16: Anthony Swilley, 
Alan Adams, Keith Walker, Kenny Napper 
and Allyson McMillen; and Wednesday, May 
17: Becky Henry, Roland Kennedy, Gina 
Houghton and Jessica Nixon.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south-
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication. 
For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line.

song May 15 to Meshia Horn.
Meador Elementary

 Remember to wish Lizette Saldana a happy 
birthday May 16.

Moore Elementary
 Blow out the candles May 13 on a special 
cake for Gail Bailey.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Send a memorable birthday greeting May 
14 to Krystal Lam. Break out the balloons and 
party favors for a happy birthday May 15 for 
Rosanna Ibarra.

Melillo Middle School
 Light the candles for Kathleen Ingersoll 
May 12. Birthday greetings go out to Rebecca 
Castaneda May 13. May 14 is the day for a 
celebration for Tara Clark.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Enjoying a birthday May 15 is Jamika 
Lasker. Celebrating a birthday May 16 is Anne 
Berry.

Dobie High
 Send a humorous birthday card May 11 to 

Continued from page 3
11th grade

 Mia Adriano, Maya Ala-
niz, Diego Alarcon, Cristian 
Alonso, Emily Alvarado, 
Carlos Amaya Vargas, Per-
la Amezcua, Gustavo Ara-
na, Diego Armenta, Leslie 
Arredondo, Valerie Arredon-
do, Aaron Avila and Andres 
Avilez.
 Adrian Avina, Alejandro 
Avina, Prabhleen Bains, An-
gelo Baluyut, Alexis Ban-
dera, Sindy Barrera Serra-
no, Lesly Barron, Jazmine 
Bates, Summer Billings, 
Judy Bittar, Lynaida Bonilla, 
Gavin Braffett and Hannah 
Brooks.
 Ethan Burden, Laura Ca-
ballero Lozano, Destiny Ca-
lixto, Alexa Camacho, Fer-
nando Cantu Lopez, Israel 
Cantu, Tien Cao Nguyen, 
Zachary Caracheo, Kaitlyn 
Carr, Aiden Carranza and 
Galilea Castillo.
 Karina Castro, Adrian Ca-
zares, Angela Cedillo, Jorge 
Centeno, Karla Chapa, Na-
than Chavez, Sofi a Chavez, 
Trey Choate, Julixa Cintron, 
Morgan Claxton and Isabella 
Condado.
 Daniel Contreras, Ricar-
do Cordova, Aileen Cruz, 
Ashley Cruz, Jason Cruz, 
Santos Cuellar, Emily Dami-
an, Aaliyah Davis, Juan Del 
Angel, Aliyah Deleon, Car-
olina Delgado, Vedika Deva, 
Oscar Diaz, Herleen Dinh, 
Vy Dinh, Princess Edogiaw-
erie and Madeline Estrada.
 Isabel Flores, Anita 
Frank, Carlos Funez, Vale-
ria Garcia Mayorga, Angel 
Garcia, Christopher Garcia, 
Cristofer Garcia, Helen Gar-
za, Sarah Garza, Mauricio 
Gloria and Ashley Gomez.
 Mia Gomez, Daniel Gon-
zalez, Frida Gonzalez, Kayla 
Gonzalez, Shailyn Gonza-
lez, Vanessa Gonzalez, Victor 
Gonzalez, Saul Guzman, Yuri 
Guzman and Hanna Hagar.
 Alejandro Hernandez, 
Nathan Hernandez, Nicho-
las Hernandez, Vivien Her-
nandez, Lan Hoang, Nguyen 
Hoang, Francisco Juarez and 
Ana Jurado.
 Devin Lara, Anna Le, 
Aleyna Leblanc, Kwok Lin, 
Maria Lopez, Oscar Lo-
pez, Vanessa Loya, Daniel 
Lozano, Evelyn Lozano, 
Naydelin Luviano, Megan 
Ly and Vincent Mac.
 Nicole Machuca, Stacey 
Marin, Sarah Marinez, An-
drew Martinez, Fernanda 
Martinez, Isaac Martinez, 
Melissa Martinez, Exequiel 
Masangkay and Devany 

Mata.
 Madusu Meite, Aaliyah 
Mendez, Nicolas Mendoza 
Moran, Abraham Mercado, 
Casey Merlan, Laila Molina, 
Samantha Montero, Bella 
Montes, Keren Morales and 
Evelyn Moran.
 Malak Mustafa, Marbel-
la Navarro, Ezequiel New-
ton, Thu Nguyen, Thora Nix, 
Kylie Obregon, Itzel Ojeda, 
Richard Palermo, Estefani 
Pavon and Cali Pena.
 Mariana Perales, Cas-
sandra Perez, Natalie Pine-
da, Jacob Quiroga, Wendy 
Quiroz, Krislin Raju, Gisele 
Ramirez, Mariana Ramos, 
Angel Reyes, Itzel Rios and 
Zoe Rivera.
 Pablo Rodriguez Flores, 
Alexis Rodriguez, Emily 
Rodriguez, Jazely Rodri-
guez, Gabriela Romero Leal, 
Julissa Romero, Yahaira 
Romero, Alexandra Rosales 
and Brielle Rubio.
 Betzy Salazar, Alex-
ia Santellanes, Jonah San-
tos, Leon Shirley, Savannah 
Smith, Emmanuel Solano, 
Billy Suarez, Caiden Tobias, 
Leah Torres, Holly Tran and 
Michelle Tran.
 Tamara Trejo, Brayan 
Trevino, Evan Truong, Ngan 
Van, Aglae Vazquez, Jacob 
Vega, Andrew Velasquez and 
Alfredo Venegas.
 Brandi Verdin, Aurora Wil-
liams, Michael Wilsens, Edlin 
Zapeta, Zuriyah Zavala, Tere-
za Zebrova, Josue Zetino Ar-
teaga and Eyan Zetino.

12th grade
 Anna Abrego Soriano, 
Brittni Aguilar, Wendy Agu-
ilar, Siani Alanis, Marcelino 
Alaniz, Ashley Aleman, Arly 
Alfaro, Ashley Alfaro, El-
kin Alfaro, Marco Alvaren-
ga, Manuel Amezquita and 
Keauno Andrade.
 Jabari Antoine, Josiah 
Aranda, Viviana Arredondo, 
Angel Arroyo, Jimena Avi-
la-garcia, Hazar Baba, Juan 
Banda, Jonathan Banegas, 
Francisco Barahona and Jen-
nifer Barrios.
 Jonah Bilanoski, Deme-
tri Bragg, Trishawn Brown, 
Brandon Bui, Bianca Bur-
nett, Emil Caballero, Da-
mian Cabrales, Eva Calde-
ra, Haley Calvo and Linda 
Campos.
 Eliana Cardenas, Hannah 
Carrasco, Homero Carras-
co, Emma Carro, Olivia Ca-
sas, Kate Castillo, Saman-
tha Castro, Alexa Cavazos, 
Yazmin Cerda, Aza Cherry 
and Adrian Chinjen.
 Chloe Clark, Claudia 
Contreras, Naila Contreras, 

Riley Cornner, Felix Coro-
na, Antonio Coronado, Ella 
Daley, Sean Dansby, Nashei-
li De La Garza, Jordan Del-
linger and Kaytlyn Diaz.
 Yosselin Diaz, Yoali En-
riquez, Klarissa Esparza, 
Vianey Espinoza, Sebastian 
Farias Wence, Nicholas Fe-
lix, Phoenix Fielden, Ash-
ley Flores, Jenae Flores and 
Santiago Fonseca.
 Phoebe Franklin, Mag-
gi French, Lazaro Gamez, 
Angel Garcia, Arianna Gar-
cia, Jocelynne Garcia, Diego 
Garnica, Jackelyn Garza, 
Noah Gaytan, Claudia Go-
mez and Izrael Gomez.
 Leissel Gonzalez Hol-
guin, Francisco Gonzalez, 
Josias Gonzalez, Karolina 
Gonzalez, Luis Gonzalez, 
Marlen Gonzalez, Yajai-
ra Gonzalez and Elizabeth 
Granda.
 Hailee Grappe, Camilo 
Guevara, Julie Guevara, Ja-
cob Guidry, Swazi Gurnell, 
Aldo Gutierrez Cardenas, 
Eddie Gutierrez, Edgar Guz-
man, Ashlyn Hargrove and 
Chyler Harris.
 Johanna Hernandez Ar-
menta, Graciela Hernandez, 
Hannah Hernandez, Jasmine 
Hernandez, Jimena Hernan-
dez, Cyleigh Herrera, Javier 
Herrera, Maryann Herrera 
and Hoang Huynh.
 Christian Ibarra Gonza-
lez, Christopher Jimenez, 
Eric Johnson, Shakty Juarez, 
Andy Lam, Yael Lara Gar-
cia, Alani Lara, Nayah Lau-
rent, Qui Le, Joel Leonzo 
Melendez and Lorenzo Lez-
cano.
 Daniel Licerio, Grecia 
Lopez Serna, Evelin Lopez, 
Madeline Lopez, Madyson 
Lopez, Nicolas Lopez, Niko-
las Lopez, Savannah Lopez, 
Joseph Luna, Guadalupe 
Madrigal and Justin Mai.
 Laysha Maldonado, Ste-
ven Maldonado, Gabreala 
Marshall, Dannery Martinez 
Arjona, Marcos Martinez 
Moyeda, Felipe Martinez, 
Jared Martinez and Joceline 
Martinez.
 Kristin Martinez, Liliana 
Martinez, Oscar Martinez, 
William Martinez, Zayla 
Martinez, Joseph Martino, 
Asmir Medrano and Eliza-
beth Mejia.
 Cindy Melendez, Isabelle 
Milam, Jennifer Miranda, 
Kassidy Miranda, Abigail 
Mitchell, Tayler Mohn, Aldo 
Morales, Anthony Morales, 
Karime Moreno Garcia and 
Ariana Moreno.
 Emily Moreno, Alicia 
Moreno-Lopez, Jose Morin, 

Isaiah Munoz, Lilly Mu-
noz, Marina Munoz, Moni-
ca Munoz, Michael Navarro, 
Thomas Newton and Brenda 
Ngo.
 Amy Nguyen, Angel 
Nguyen, Tan Nguyen, Tram 
Nguyen, Abigail Nolasco, 
Lexi Norton, Isabela Nunez, 
Ana Ocampo, Bibiana Olivo 
and Laura Ortiz-Garcia.
 Miguel Ovalle, Vanessa 
Paredes, Victoria Paredes, 
Walker Patrick, Kathia Pena, 
Aneliz Perez, Kamilla Perez, 
Mariah Perez, Rogelio Pe-
rez, Duc Pham and Vy Phan.
 Jose Pina, Xitlalic Por-
tilla, Lauren Puente, Diego 
Quintanilla, Henry Quintan-
illa, Siarra Quintero, Adri-
ta Rahman, Kevin Ramirez 
Jimenez, Abigail Ramirez 
and Stephanie Ramirez.
 Briana Ramos, Erika Re-
sendez, Kaitlyn Reynolds, 
Audrey Rivas, Alexis Ro-
bles, Leslie Robles, Luis Ro-
driguez Mejia, Arwen Rodri-
guez, Bernardo Rodriguez 
and Denisse Rodriguez.
 Dylan Rodriguez, Melissa 
Rodriguez, Noah Rodriguez, 
Victoria Rodriguez, Eliza-
beth Rojas, Samira Rome-
ro, Aureli Rutiaga, Aalayah 
Salas, Oswaldo Salazar and 
Oziel Salazar.
 Gabriela Sanchez Fuent-
es, Jeremiah Sanchez, Juan 
Sanchez, Fany Sandoval 
Morales, Mia Santamaria 
Wareham, Oscar Santiago 
Santiago and Faith Santiago.
 Crystal Saucedo, Dai-
sy Schoppe, Ann Sebastian, 
Jakob Serna, Anya Simon, 
Katelynn Sistos, Damian 
Solis, Jasmine Solis, Logan 
Sprinkle and Hayden Stall-
ings.
 Alexander Stiltner, Shay-
la Stringer, Luis Talaman-
tes, Kimberly Tamez, Devan 
Thach, Dayanara Torres, 
Jacqlyn Torres and Jasmine 
Torres.
 Joann Torres, Hao Tran, 
Alexander Trejo, Andres 
Trevino, Deisy Trevino, Xit-
laly Trevino, Ngoc Truong, 
Arianna Tucker-Nguyen and 
Cameron Urdiales.
 Ismael Vasquez Rive-
ra, Isela Vasquez, Zalet 
Vazquez, Alexandra Vega, 
Marco Vera Gonzalez, Angel 
Villalobos, Manuel Villan-
ueva, Gabriel Villarreal and 
Victoria Villasenor.
 Thao Vo, Tuong Vo, 
Emma Weiser, Justina West, 
Ava Wiggington, Taliyah 
Woods, Breanna Ybanez, 
Avy Zapata, Gabriella Zepe-
da, Madelyn Zikogiannis 
and Adrianna Zuniga.

Memorial honor roll for all grades Dobie choir sweeps the competition

The J. Frank Dobie High School choir program performed in the High 
School UIL Concert and Sight Reading Contest at Deer Park High 
School recently. All six categories of the Dobie choir that competed 
achieved Sweepstakes under the direction of, left to right, Bridget War-
ren, Tyler Ruberg, and Eric Bellah. Students shown is the varsity mixed 
choir, left to right, (fi rst row) Warren, Ruberg, Vianey Alanis, Y Tran, 
Sarah Salazar, Mercedes Luna, Bellah, (second row) Leslie Espinoza, 
Julie Machado, Vaneli Gonzalez, Zoe Espinoza, Genevieve Minaret, 
(third row) Emily Zuniga, Zoey Zaragoza, Frida Monreal, Jackelyn 

Ochoa, (fourth row) Arianna Cid, Kelly Nguyen, Sydnee Pector, (fi fth 
row) Cindy Ni, Joy Menahem, Neyla Cabrera, Olivia Batres, (sixth row) 
Emily Martinez, Aranzasu Garcia, (seventh row) Troy Arevalo, Tristan 
Sudario, Kevin Hernandez, (eighth row) Terry Nguyen, Gustavo Sa-
linas, Thanh Nguyen, Mario Leal, Yahir Sanchez, (ninth row) Carlos 
Alvarenga, Ryan Anderson, Fabian Martinez, Brian Erazo, (10th row) 
Yohander Mercado, Keven Alvarenga, Jorge Jasso, Daniel Davila, Der-
rian Bennett, Carlos Reyes, Ulysses Sanchez, (11th row) Nevan Hulse, 
Alexander Couchman, Adrian McDonald and Hunter Stacey.

Continued from Page 1
3 years old, Yandell and her 
siblings became wards of an 
institution after a bout with 
poverty in her youth.
 “The home provided a 
different life direction with 
no ranch, no animals, and 
no close friends,” Yandell 
recalled. “It was a different 
type of struggle, and the only 
route toward survival or es-
cape was a full scholarship. 
I won that scholarship, and 
is a testament to hard work, 
determination, and the uni-
versal theme that, regardless 
of events, life moves on.”
 In the book’s dedication, 
Yandell thanks her children 
and grandchildren, giving 
an extra nod to her daughter 
Laura Yandell, with whom 
she shares a business partner-
ship – the local “Sold Team” 
real estate fi rm.
 “My daughter, Laura, who 
listened to my stories and 
encouraged me to give them 
a voice,” said Yandell. “She 
is not only my daughter but 
my best friend. Her encour-
agement gave Moonshine & 

Madam Jellybean life. These 
stories are a love letter to 
my children, Mark and Lau-
ra, and to my grandchildren 
Thomas, Maeve, and Vera 
Yandell. So that part of me 
is always with you on these 
pages and in your hearts. And 
that you always know what 
you are made of – grit, de-
termination, fi ght, and love. 
These things will see you 
through your own lives and 
your own challenges, just as 
they did for me.”
 Featuring 81 chapters, the 
437-page book contains no 
shortage of detailed recollec-
tions.
 To purchase Moonshine 
& Madam Jellybean, vis-
it www.amazon.com/Moon
shine-Madam- Jellybean-San
d r a - Ya n d e l l / d p / B 0 B T
NTZG4L.

Yandell discusses
available memoir

Advertise 
in the 

Leader!

1227 EVENT VENUE
Premier Event Venue

Baby & Bridal Showers, Birthday & Graduation Parties , Podcast Tapings,
Networking Events, Meetings, Social Media Content Creation and more.

May & June 10% Discount!!! With discount code 10win.
Visit website 1227eventvenue.com

BOOK WITH US!
Located across from Luby’s

12607 N. Featherwood Dr. Houston, TX 77034

Rachel Pervis, Sr. Property Tax Consultant
Licensed Professional

Are your property taxes too high?
Do you want to be your own property tax advocate?

My property tax book is a guide that will help you reduce your property tax value.
“The Power of Owning It- A Guide To Owning the Property Tax Appeal Process” Order 

your copy today through PayPal, py.pl/1FBRO9
Or visit www.rdppropertytaxadvisors.com and click on the book to order. 
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/25 /23.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Dine-In • To-Go
Curbside • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pickup

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Choose DAN’S to Dine!
Danosaurus

30-inch, 1-topping pizza $39.99
Everyday Carryout Specials $9.99

16-inch, single-topping or
12-inch, 3-topping

2 pizza slices & a canned soda $6

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate Houston
Summer School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up)

Evening Karate Classes

Self Defense Classes

USA Karate Pearland
Summer School-age Program
(Kindergarten and Up)

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Evening Karate and Self 
Defense Classes

ENROLL
TODAY

For More Info Check 
Out Our Website
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Dobie’s Victor Hernandez (7) earned Most Valu-
able Player honors in the District 22-6A varsity 
boys’ soccer ranks as he had 23 goals and a team-
best 14 as he helped guide the Longhorns to the 
Region III title game. See honorees on Page 6.

The District 22-6A varsity boys’ soccer Offensive 
Player of the Year honor went to Jordi Garcia (10) 
as he punched home a league-high 29 goals as the 
Longhorns went 24-1-4 en route to a ninth straight 
district crown.                    Photos by Donna Alsdorf

JFD’s Hernandez, Garcia headline AD soccer

6A State Discus Qualifiers

Emma Sralla, Lewisville Marcus (184-1)

Leah Acosta, Midland Legacy (160-6)

Chesni Scott, Vista Ridge (158-3)

Jasmine Thompson, Harlingen (156-2)

Janey Campbell, Seven Lakes (145-0)

Keyona Otis, Harker Heights (144-10)

Tirea Reed, Klein Cain (139-5)

Kennedy Thompson, Clear Brook (138-6)

At left, Clear Brook 
state discus qualifier 
Kennedy Thompson 
(center, with med-
al) is surrounded by 
her support and Wol-
verine coaching staff 
members, including 
(bottom row) assistant 
coaches Chelsea Pratt, 
Kyelah Hodges (back 
row) and head coach 
Erica Alexander. The 
6A discus state com-
petition is scheduled 
for May 13 at 9 a.m. in 
Austin.

Thompson among state’s best
 Kennedy Thompson of 
Clear Brook has made the 
elite eight as a state final-
ist in the Class 6A girls’ 
discus competition, which 
will play out May 13 be-
ginning at 9 a.m. on the 
University of Texas cam-
pus.
 It’s all  a part of the 
University Interscholastic 
League’s State Track and 
Field Championships May 
11-13 at Mike A. Myers 
Stadium in Austin, and 
marks the fourth straight 
season (2020 COVID-19 
year not included) that 
Clear Brook has been rep-
resented at state.
 Thompson’s journey 

to state is nothing shy of 
a feel-good story. A vol-
leyball player in junior 
high and throughout high 
school, Thompson only 
began throwing the discus 
and shot prior to her soph-
omore season.
 Earlier this school year, 
she signed a letter of intent 
with Mississippi College 
in Clinton, Miss., and will 
begin competing with the 
Choctaws this fall.
 As for her immediate 
future, Thompson will 
head to Austin as the two-
time 24-6A discus cham-
pion. She will no doubt 
need to post yet another 
personal best in order to 

have a shot at a medal, but 
no one who has worked 
with Thompson is doubt-
ing her. 
 Among the eight quali-
fiers, Thompson’s Region 
III and personal best of 
138 feet, 6 inches ranks 
eighth.  
 Still, anyone discount-
ing the senior standout 
might need to reconsider 
as she chases a medal in 
her final high school com-
petition.
 Google will tell vis-
itors that Clear Brook 
head coach Erica Alexan-
der knows a thing or two 
about state championship

Continued on Page 8

Strake knocks out Brook baseball
 A four-run third inning 
held up as Strake Jesuit 
swept past Clear Brook 
with a 5-4 win in the bidis-
trict baseball playoffs May 
5, sending the Wolverines 
to a third straight open-
ing series loss in as many 
years.
 The Crusaders won 
the first game in the se-
ries 3-1 May 4 as starting 

pitcher John Toney needed 
just 67 pitches in a com-
plete-game effort against 
Clear Brook. 
 The Wolverines’ San-
tiago Leija kept his team 
close, striking out nine 
over six solid innings.
 Yet, after Brook’s 
Charles Broussard opened 
the game with a double 
and scored on Francisco 

Leija’s run-scoring single 
in the bottom of the first, 
Toney surrendered just 
two singles the rest of the 
way.
 Strake Jesuit took a 2-1 
lead with a pair of runs in 
the top of the third inning 
and added an insurance 
run in the top of the sixth 
before Toney closed the 
deal.

 Shifting to game two 
May 5, the Crusaders ral-
lied from a 3-1 deficit in 
the bottom of the third in-
ning to take a 5-3 lead that 
would hold up.
 Clear Brook reliev-
er Joe Luccioni issued a 
walk to open the bottom 
of the third inning but then 
coaxed a double play ball 
to take back control.
 From there, the Crusad-
ers used a walk, a hit bats-
man, two Brook errors and 
a single to plate four runs.

Continued on Page 8

 The National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-
tion Division I postseason 
has arrived, and two-time 
defending Region XIV 
champion San Jacinto 
College is intent on get-
ting back to the national 
championship tournament 
for a third straight season.
 As for the annual Re-
gion XIV double elimi-
nation tournament, it all 
plays out May 12-15 at 
Bossier Parish Commu-
nity College in Louisiana 
as programs from the East 
and South divisions look 
to push through to Oxford, 
Miss., host city of the NJ-
CAA crowning event May 
24-27.
 San Jacinto finished its 
regular season at 39-17 

San Jacinto College softball
eyes Region 14 repeat crown

overall, including an 18-6 
second place finish on 
the South division side of 
things. 
 The pitching-dominant 
Ravens figure to encoun-
ter South division champi-
on Galveston (39-9, 19-5) 
along the way.
 As for the East division, 
champion and tournament 
host Bossier Parish won 
its final nine conference 
games to claim the top 
spot at 19-5, one game 
better than Paris (18-6).
 Yet as much as wins and 
losses combined with lines 
of impressive statistics 
have gotten the postsea-
son tournament qualifiers 
to this point, San Jacinto 
College head coach Kel-
ly Saenz knows it’s about 

getting on a roll. Nothing 
else. Simply win.
 In 2021, San Jacinto 
College swept through 
the regional tournament to 
earn the trophy with two 
separate wins over Lamar 
State-Port Arthur sand-
wiched around another 
win over Blinn.
 That season, the locals 
rode their momentum into 
nationals, winning three 
straight games to reach 
the semifinals before con-
secutive losses brought a 
program-best fourth-place 
national finish.
 Last season, San Ja-
cinto College swept past 
Paris, Tyler and Bossier 
Parish in succession while 
allowing just two runs to-

Continued on Page 8

Dobie sophomore Cruz Torres (6) improved to 11-0 this season as his one-hit 
shutout of Beaumont West Brook sent the Longhorns to the area round follow-
ing a 10-0 win over the Bruins May 6 at Baytown Lee High School.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Dobie baseball squad advances;
Clear Springs area series at DP

Area Baseball
Dobie  vs. Clear Springs

Best-of-Three Series
Game 1: May 11, 6 p.m.

Game 2: May 12, 4:30 p.m.
Game 3: If needed, May 12, TBA

All games at Deer Park High School

 Dobie, a winner of 13 
of its last 14 games, is 
through to the area base-
ball playoff round to face 
Clear Springs as both pro-
grams have reached the 
round of 16. 
 The second-round area 
playoff matchup pitting 
the two district champi-

ons will start with game 
one May 11 at 6 pm. The 
series continues May 12 
with a 4:30 p.m. game at 
Deer Park High School’s 
Jim Kethan Field.
 A third game, if neces-
sary, will go off May 12, 
30 minutes following the 
completion of game 2. 

 The Longhorns, cham-
pions of District 22-6A, 
got a one-hit shutout from 
sophomore Cruz Torres to

Continued on Page 8
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
THE EXPERIENCE  

YOU NEED.  
THE NAME  

YOU TRUST.
281-464-SOLD (7653)

NEW! League City - Darling 3-2-2 with study, formal dining, kitchen 
open to den, covered patio. Won’t last!

NEW! Sagemeadow - Great opportunity! Nice 4-2-2 det, both for-
mals, large bedrooms, den with FP, covered patio, carport! #Mor

New Listing! Pine Hollow - Beautiful 5-2.5-2 on corner lot! Formal 
dining, game room, updates galore! #PIN

New Listing! Sageglen -  Beautiful 4-2.5-2 DET with study and 
game room! Updated kitchen and bathrooms! #GAT

New Listing! Pearland -  Lovely 4-3.5-2ATT, large formal dining, 
second floor game room with open balcony to den, covered patio! #FALLSOLD

SOLD in 3 DAYS
SOLD in 5 DAYS

SOLD

SOLD in 1 DAY
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District 22-6A Varsity Boys’ Soccer
 All-District Award Winners

Most Valuable Player
Victor Hernandez, Dobie, Sr.

Offensive Player of the Year
Jordi Garcia, Dobie, Sr.

Defensive Player of the Year
Rene Jaime, Pasadena, Sr.

Newcomer of the Year
Edwin Garcia, Sam Rayburn, Jr.

Co-Seniors of the Year
Jesus Mendoza, Sam Rayburn

Cesar Garcia, Deer Park

Utility Player of the Year
Alex Cabello, Pasadena, Sr.

Goalkeeper of the Year
Geo Arango, Dobie, Jr.

Coach of the Year
Justo Manrique, Dobie

First-Team Honorees
Daniel Blanco, Dobie, Sr., defender

Alex Escobar, Dobie, Jr., forward

Kevin Guzman, Dobie, Sr., defender

Daniel Saravia, Dobie, Jr., midfi elder 

Emerson Saravia, Dobie, Sr., midfi elder

Nathan Martinez, Pasadena, Sr., midfi elder

Jason Leon, Pasadena, Sr., defender

David Caceres, Rayburn, Sr., midfi elder

Angel Gonzalez, Rayburn, Sr., forward

Gustavo Marquez, Rayburn, Jr., forward

Jonathan Arzaga, Rayburn, Soph., midfi elder

Eduardo Arellano, Channelview, Sr., midfi elder

Juan Castaneda, Channelview, Jr., forward

Jorge Martinez, Channelview, Sr., midfi elder

Gabriel Otero, Deer Park, Jr., goalkeeper

Frankie Sanchez, Deer Park, Jr., defender

Sergio Gomez, Deer Park, Jr., defender

Nathan Morales, South Houston, Jr., defender

Roney Perez, South Houston,  Sr., forward

Christopher Labra, Memorial, Sr., defender

Carlos Mendez, Memorial, Sr., forward

Second-Team Honorees – Dobie
Diego Torres, Sr., defender

Miguel Azua, Sr., forward

Juan Lopez, Sr., defender 

Juan Pablo Rodriguez, Jr., forward

Andres Hernandez, Jr., midfi elder

Honorable Mention - Dobie
Robert Villatoro, Sr., forward

Axel Olmedo, Jr., defender 

Jeferson Aleman, Jr., forward

Jesus De La Torre, Soph., defender

Dobie’s Daniel Saravia (6), a junior, earned District 22-6A fi rst-team honors as 
part of a defensive unit that allowed only a handful of goals in league play and 
went 24-0-4 before a loss in the Region III championship game.

With six goals and a pair of assists as part of a terrifi c overall performance in 
the midfi eld for Dobie, senior Emerson Saravia was a fi rst-team All-District for 
the 22-6A champion Longhorns.

Senior defender and team co-captain Kevin Guzman earned All-District fi rst-
team honors as he led a back-end unit that allowed just eight goals in 22-6A. 
The Longhorns went 10-0-2 for the program’s ninth straight league title.

Daniel Blanco (5) was another key performer on the defensive end as the Long-
horns delivered four consecutive shutouts to highlight 22-6A play. Blanco, a 
fi rst-team All-District honoree, also chipped in three goals and seven assists.

With 17 goals and nine assists, Dobie senior Alex Escobar (8) became a big 
game performer for the 22-6A varsity boys’ soccer champions as he was an easy 
choice as a fi rst-team All-District honoree.

Dobie junior Geo Arango allowed less than a goal per outing (0.96) on his way 
to being named the District 22-6A Goalkeeper of the Year as he helped the 
Longhorns to stay unbeaten through the Region III title match.

22-6A boys’ soccer district champions earn All-District accolades
 As expected, District 
22-6A varsity boys’ soc-
cer champion Dobie was 
well-represented as the 
league’s head coaches 
announced the respec-
tive award winners and 
All-District teams follow-
ing the completion of the 
season.
 Dobie’s Justo Man-

rique, who since arriving 
at the school prior to the 
2014 season and has since 
guided the Longhorns to 
nine consecutive district 
championships, this time 
around watched as his 
group went 10-0-2 in the 
22-6A portion of the sea-
son as he earned Coach of 
the Year honors.

champion Seven Lakes.
 Dobie senior Victor 
Hernandez was named 
the 22-6A Most Valu-
able Player while Jordi 
Garcia of the Longhorns’ 
was named the league’s 

Offensive Player of the 
Year. Dobie junior Geo 
Arango was honored as 
the 22-6A Goalkeeper of 
the Year, while standouts 
Daniel Blanco, Alex Esco-
bar, Kevin Guzman, Dan-

iel Saravia and Emerson 
Saravia were all fi rst-team 
All-District choices.
 Pasadena’s Rene Jaime 
was honored as the 22-
6A Defensive Player of 
the Year, while the Utili-

ty Player of the Year was 
Alex Cabello of Pasadena. 
The co-Seniors of the Year 

were Jesus Mendoza of 
Rayburn and Deer Park’s 
Cesar Garcia. Meanwhile, 

the 22-6A Newcomer of 
the Year was Rayburn’s 
Edwin Garcia.

 The 2023 season wound 
up being perhaps the best 
overall in program histo-
ry for the Longhorns. The 
locals fell shy of the 2017 
group’s Region III crown 
and subsequent state semi-
fi nal appearance, but went 
undefeated all the way to 
the regional fi nal before 
a loss to eventual state 



       SERVICE

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

Thursday, May 11, 2023, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Page 7

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

A/C & Appliance Repair
• Former Sear’s Technician
• Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

HELP
WANTED

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.

Call 281-481-5656

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

GARAGE SALE
5050 E. SAM HOUSTON 
PKWY. SOUTH. Zion 
Lutheran Church - 
Pasadena. Sat., May 20, 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Huge 
Garage Sale. Clothes, 
home decor, plants, 
Avon, jewelry, kitchen 
tools and more. 5-18

HELP WANTED
HIRING FOR COMM-
ERCIAL building mainte-
nance postion. Please 
call 281-485-3211, if 
interested. 5-11

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Proform sta-
tionary bicycle, like new 
and Farberware stand-
mixer. Call 713-991-
3679. 5-18

SERVICE
TREE SERVICE. 
Removal, trimming, top-
ping and pruning (includ-
ing palm trees). Free esti-
mates. Call Ruben 832-
406-0183.  6-1
CARPENTER/ HANDY-

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Mike’s Affordable Pressure 
Washing Service

Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios • Etc...
832-606-1074

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

THURSDAY, MAY 11
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or 
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets at 
either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117 
Broadway St., Pearland, or on Zoom (attendee 
preference). See Pearland Chamber of Com-
merce calendar or call 281-485-3634.
9:30 a.m. NASA Aglow Community 
Lighthouse –  Praise Chapel, 18516 Hwy. 3 in 
Webster; the public is welcome. Call 281-910-
1971 or visit aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express 
Network – American Business Women’s 
Association-South meetings are held at Big Horn 
BBQ, 2300 Smith Ranch Rd, Pearland, TX 77584, 
Pearland. Lunch is $20 cash or check. Reservations 
appreciated. Visit www.seen-abwa.org.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.org/
meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300.
6:30 p.m. Pearland Area Republican’s Club – 
meets at VFW Post 7109 Pearland, 4202 W 
Walnut St., Pearland. Email pearlandarearepub-
licanclub@gmail.com or visit www.facebook.
com/PARCTX.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – free 
discussion about Judaism and religion in general 
at Sawa Resaurant and Grill, 16608 El Camino 
Real, Houston. Contact socialaction@shaarha
shalom.org.

FRIDAY, MAY 12
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance 
Group of NA, 2930 E. FM 518, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). Call 713-661-4200 or 
visit www.hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom. For details on 
services, Judaism classes, fi lm series and 
lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.shaar
hashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drink-

ers/addicts share and discover choices avail-
able. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MAY 13
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
See Friday’s notice.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an addict. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-
8787 or visit https://www.houstonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 beforehand.

SUNDAY, MAY 14
8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
has worship at 11456 Space Center Blvd. in the back 
of a medical/retail community. Call 281-479-7285. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets at Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. Call 
713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at Life 
Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, MAY 15
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for tours of 
exhibits.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s 
noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway, is now open. Volunteers teach dance 
lessons. Call 281-554-1180. 
5 p.m. New Directions Singles – Age 55 and 
older meet for a potluck dinner at Webster 
Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway. 
Call 646-489-4367.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at 
IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Call 281-488-2923 for info.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – 
#0683 chapter meets at Methodist Church, 110 
N Friendswood Dr. in the educational  bldg, 
room 201. Call 832-858-4617 or 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery in the 
Education Bldg., room 4, 11011 Hall Rd. Call 
832-725-8479 or 281-309-2801.

TUESDAY, MAY 16
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Monday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice. 
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
2 p.m. Local NARFE Meeting – Chapter 941 
meets at El Franco Lee Park Community 
Center, 9500 Hall Rd. Visitors welcome. Call 
713-734-1461 or EFL Center at 281-464-9708. 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally at sehouston.toastmastersclubs.org. Visit 
the website or call 832-722-9061.
7 p.m. Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civic 
Club – meets at 7900 Fuqua (inside Covenant 
of Faith United Methodist Church). Contact 
Cathy@houstonskyscrapershadows.org or call 
713-332-6294.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
7 p.m. The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society 
– meeting at the Helen Hall Library 100 W Walker 
St. for those interested in earth sciences.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See Thursday’s 
notice.
9:30 a.m. Carmeliters – a nondenominational 
senior citizen social group meeting at St. 
Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500 El Camino 
Real. Call 713-444-6744.
10 a.m. The Community Club – meets at 
Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Highway. Email 
Jmopry@yahoo.com.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes Park. 
Casual ballroom dancing. Call 281-554-1180.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See Sun-
day’s notice. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.

Call 281-481-5656

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

South Belt Wellness and Injury Center
Join Our Team!

Looking for professional, energetic, bilingual 

No experience required. 

Call us at 281-484-5500 
or email: drjohnbanda@gmail.com

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

ASH TREE SERVICE
We’d love the opportunity to give you a 
free estimate for any tree work needed.

• Local and Insured
• Never pay until job is completed
Contact Kim at 832-493-2846

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Home for Sale
16707 Barkentine Ln. Heritage Park, CCISD,
great condition, never flooded, Cul-De-Sac, 

2500 Sqft. move in ready, $305,000.
281-414-2672

HOUSE CLEANING COMPANY IS HIRING
Looking for reliable workers for residential housecleaning.

Experience a plus, not required. Paid training available, Monday thru 
Friday only, no nights or weekends. Leaders/drivers can earn up to 

$450-$650 per week.
Se busca trabajadores confiables para la limpieza residencial. 

Experiencia es una ventaja pero no necesaria. Entrenamiento pagado 
está disponible. Lunes a Viernes, no noches ni fines de semana. Los
líderes de equipo/conductores puede ganar $450-$650 por semana.

Must live near South Houston, League City, Clear Lake or Pearland areas. 
Call or text 281-997-2711.

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

BETO’S REMODELING

Free Estimates
Cell: 832-563-9321 Ask for Beto

HOME FOR SALE

MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-8887.  
 6-1
PRESSURE WASHING! 

Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 6-1

Turn those 
unwanted items in 
your garage and 
closets into cash. 
Bring ads into the 
Leader office by 

Tuesday or use the 
mail slot by the 

front door.
11555 Beamer           11555 Beamer           
281-481-5656281-481-5656
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

AT SAN JAC SUMMER CAMPS

Learn, 
Play, Grow,

LSA girls capture regional;
Poffi nbarger, Trahan medal

At right, Lutheran South Academy varsity girls’ 
golfers Emma Poffi nbarger (left) and Addison Tra-
han, both freshmen, carded a single-round score of 
87 to tie for second place overall medalists’ honors 
at the Texas Association of Private and Parochial 
Schools 5A South Regional May 2 at the Victoria 
Country Club as they led the Pioneers to the South 
Region team crown.

Below, the Lutheran South Academy varsity girls’ 
golf team won the 5A team championship at the 
Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools 
5A South Regional May 2 at the Victoria Country 
Club. With Emma Poffi nbarger and Madison Tra-
han tying for second-place overall medalist honors 
with a single-round score of 87, the Pioneers posted 
a team score of 389 for the crown. Members of the 
team are, left to right, Emma Poffi nbarger, Audra 
Poffi nbarger, Lucia DeLuca, Addison Trahan and 
Olivia Rivas. The Pioneers competed at the TAPPS 
state tournament at Squaw Valley Golf Club in 
Glen Rose, Texas, May 8-9 after press time.

Continued from Page 5
 Francisco Leija walked 
to lead off the top of the 
seventh for the Wolverines 
and made his way to sec-
ond base on a wild pitch 
with no outs, but Strake 
Jesuit’s Dominic Botard 
got a lineout and a pair of 

Continued from Page 5
track and field medals. It 
may take her a bit to find 
them, but Alexander owns 
six state gold medals from 
her own highly successful 
days as a sprinter and long 
jumper at Clear Brook.
 Alexander’s sole fo-
cus these days is her ath-
letes, and she couldn’t be 
happier for Thompson to 
have put herself in a posi-
tion to bask in the glow of 
state.  
 What she knows for 
sure, she told the Lead-
er, is that Thompson will 
show up prepared and 
ready to give it 110 per-
cent in the event.
 “What Kennedy has 

Continued from Page 5
tal to win the Region XIV 
championship for a second 
straight season but then 
dropped two games in a row 
at nationals.
 Past results prove that 
positive momentum over 
the course of just a few days 
is the winning ticket, and 
the Ravens will almost cer-
tainly once again lean on its 
Region 14-best pitching to 
get the job done. 
 Christin Haygood, who 
as a freshman in 2022 was 
the Conference Pitcher of 
the Year, has again been 
among the nation’s best this 
go-around.
 Haygood ranked 11th 
nationally entering the 
postseason with an earned 
run average of 1.23, while 
teammate Reanna Nieman 
was 38th-best at 2.01.
 If, as expected, San Ja-
cinto and Galveston meet in 
the postseason tournament, 
Haygood and Nieman will 
look to slow down one of 
the nation’s top offenses.
 Galveston pitcher Gabby 
Guzman has 17 total wins  
to tie Haygood for tops in 
the region, but Guzman has 
benefited from a Whitecap 

SJC softball program
begins postseason play

offense that has scored 410 
runs while hitting .347 as a 
group with 59 home runs 
and 92 doubles. 
 By comparison, San Ja-
cinto College hit .340 as a 
team in the regular season 
with 27 homers and 67 dou-
bles.  
 Of local interest, a pair 
of Dobie graduates will be 
doing what they can to help 
get their respective pro-
grams to nationals.
 Leslie Longoria, a Class 
of 2021 Dobie graduate, 
has enjoyed a terrific soph-
omore season after playing 
sparingly a season ago.
 In 2023 to this point, 
Longoria has hit .368 with 
50 total hits, 31 runs scored 
and 15 runs batted in while 
appearing in 45 games.
 Meanwhile, Galveston 
freshman Karlie Barba, a 
Class of 2022 Dobie grad-
uate, has hit .381 with a 
team-best 29 extra-base 
hits, 11 home runs and 53 
runs batted in.
 In the circle, Barba has 
formed a solid 1-2 com-
bination with Guzman for 
Galveston, going 13-3 with 
a 3.40 earned run average 
over 103 innings pitched.

strikeouts to close the se-
ries.
 The Wolverines out-hit 
the Crusaders 12 to 4 but 
stranded eight runners in 
the game, including the 
two in the top of the sev-
enth as Strake Jesuit ad-
vanced.

Brook baseball is swept

Brook’s Thompson reaches state discus
already done is truly an 
amazing feat,” Alexander 
said. 
 “When you consid-
er she didn’t even start 
throwing the weights un-
til her sophomore year in 
high school, to win back-
to-back district titles and 
then advance to state this 
year is special. 
 “It’s a testament to her 
work ethic and desire to 
perform to the very best of 
her abilities.
 “Kennedy is an exam-
ple of what can happen 
when you are willing to 
put in the work every day 
and are willing to learn 
along the way. 
 “She’ll train in the rain, 

she’ll train in the cold or 
the heat. It doesn’t matter 
to her. Whatever it takes to 
improve at her craft and be 
the best she can be, Ken-
nedy Thompson is willing 
to do that.”
 Nick Capuano, who 
along with his wife Sha-
non, has owned and oper-
ated All-American Throw-
ers since 2017, echoes
Alexander’s sentiments. 
 Capuano said that when 
Thompson joined his pro-
gram early in 2021, she 
could throw the discus 
about 68 feet. A year later, 
Thompson was in the 100s 
as she won the 24-6A dis-
cus gold at 109-1 as a ju-
nior.

 “There are athletes who 
are hard workers, and there 
are those who try to get by 
on pure athletic ability,” 
Nick Capuano said.
 “Kennedy has relied on 
hard work due to her short 
time in the sport, but she is 
also in tune with technique 
and finesse that is required 
to be successful in the 
sport.
 “She is the best exam-
ple of maximizing one’s 
abilities and having suc-
cess. She bounces back 
well from each perform-
nce good and bad, and her 
attitude is always great. 
Seeing her advance to 
state has been a true joy 
because she deserves it.”

Dobie’s Daniel Delgado (7) slides into third base ahead of the relay throw 
during the Longhorns’ bidistrict playoff baseball series-clinching 10-0 win over 
Beaumont West Brook May 6 at Baytown Lee High School. The locals entered 
area round play with 23 wins.                                           Photo by Donna Alsdorf

At left, Clear Brook 
senior Kennedy 
Thompson (left) cel-
ebrated her state dis-
cus qualifi cation with 
All-American Throw-
ers owners/coaches 
Nick Capuano (center) 
and his wife, Shannon 
Capuano (right) after 
Thompson’s person-
al best throw of 138 
feet, 6 inches sent her 
to Austin for the Uni-
versity Interscholastic 
League’s State Track 
and Field Champion-
ships May 13 at the 
University of Texas. 
Thompson only began 
throwing the weights 
during her sopho-
more year in 2021 and 
joined the All-Ameri-
can Throwers program 
to train. Also a stand-
out volleyball player, 
Thompson has signed 
to throw the weights at 
Mississippi College be-
ginning this fall after 
winning the District 
24-6A championship 
in the discus in consec-
utive seasons.

Courtesy photo

Dobie basketball sets youth camp June 27-29
 Registration is now 
open for the Dobie Long-
horns Basketball Skills 
Camp to be held June 27-
29, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
each day at the Dobie High 
School main campus. 
 The skills camp is open 
to any male of female 
students entering the fi rst 
through ninth grades as 

of the 2023-2024 school 
year, with fi rst- through 
fi fth-grade participants at-
tending from 8 to 10 a.m., 
and sixth- through ninth-
grade students attending 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Cost of the camp is $50 
per student, payable with 
cash in person or online 
payment only. 

 Dobie basketball 
coaching staff members 
will direct the camp, with 
volunteer coaches assist-
ing in some of the drills 
including shooting, ball-
handling, rebounding and 
passing fundamentals.  
 There will also be 3-on-
3 and 5-on-5 games and a 
Hot Shot competition in-

cluded.
 Registration must be 
completed by May 19 to 
ensure a camp T-shirt. 
 Direct any questions 
about registration or other 
camp details to Dobie var-
sity girls’ basketball head 
coach Jasmine Hartman at 
jhartman@pasadenaisd.
org. 

Continued from Page 5
close out Beaumont West 
Brook 10-0 May 6 in fi ve 
innings at Baytown Lee 
High School.
 Liam Vasquez was 3 
for 4 with a pair of runs 
scored and three runs driv-
en in, while Ian Johnson 
had three hits and scored a 
run. 
 Catcher Omar Serna 
rocketed a home run in 
the win as the Longhorns 
advanced to face the Char-
gers.
 In the opener, Dobie 
sophomore left-hander 
Aiden Sanchez went 5 1/3 
innings, punching out 10 
with no earned runs al-
lowed.
 The Bruins caught up 
to a Matt Torres pitch and 
tied the game in the sev-
enth, but A.J. Hernandez 
had a big two-run single in 
the top of the eighth as the 
Longhorns took the win. 
Torres was the winner in 
relief.
 “We talk about hitting, 
pitching and defense, but 
it’s very hard to put all 
three together,” Dobie 
head coach Miguel Torres 
said. “We had close to that 
in the second game against 
West Brook, but  baserun-
ning bit us.
 “Obviously, we are 
thrilled for the kids, but 
you take an afternoon to 

celebrate and then get 
ready for the next one. 
We knew the kids had it in 
them to put this together, 
and hopefully we aren’t 
done.”

Mantle tryouts
 Torres and his staff will 
host Mickey Mantle sum-
mer league team tryouts 
May 15 at 4 p.m., at Long-
horn Field on the main 
campus.  

 Incoming freshmen for 
the 2023-2024 school year 
at Dobie are eligible to try 
out but must fi rst have a 
current athletic physical 
on fi le at school and be 
academically eligible to 
compete. 
 Those trying out must 
bring their own personal 
bats, cleats, etc., and be 
ready to compete at 4 p.m. 
sharp.

JFD baseball advances to area round



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /All
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 120
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 120
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [80 80]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


