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Holiday closures set

South Belt-Ellington Leader

The Leader offices will be closed Friday,
April 7, for the 2023 Easter holiday. Offices
will reopen Monday, April 10, at 9 a.m. Poten-
tial news stories may be emailed to mynews @
southbeltleader.com.

Clear Brook City MUD

The offices of Clear Brook City MUD will
be closed Friday, April 7, in observance of Eas-
ter. They reopen Monday, April 10, at 8 a.m.
For customer convenience, check or money or-
der payments may be left in the drop box on the
drive-thru side of the building. No cash will be
accepted in the drop box.

Clear Brook City MUD residents who have
trash pickup Tuesday/Friday will have service
Good Friday, April 7. All trash should be curb-
side no later than 6 a.m. Residents missing this
trash pickup will be serviced Tuesday, April
11. Residents with Monday/Thursday service
are not affected.

Lakes of Golfcrest to meet

Lakes of Golfcrest’s annual meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 6, at the Sage-
meadow MUD Building, located at 10755 Hall
Road at Blackhawk. (Sign-in will begin at 6:50
p-m.)

Shredding event planned

Frost Bank, 9990 Almeda Genoa, will host
a document-shredding event Friday, April 28,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be a 10-box
limit per person.

Heavy trash pickup set

City residents south of Fuqua will have heavy
trash pickup Thursday, April 13 (second Thurs-
day of the month). City residents north of Fuqua
and west of the Gulf Freeway will have heavy
trash pickup Friday, April 14 (second Friday of
the month).

April is for junk waste but tree waste will also
be accepted. Due to recent staffing shortages,
pickups may be delayed. For additional informa-
tion, visit www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste or call
311.

Local COVID cases reported

The number of active COVID-19 cases in
the South Belt community is roughly on par
with the previous week, according to Harris
County health officials.

As of Tuesday, April 4, there were 182 ac-
tive cases in 77089, up 13 from the previous
week. To date, 138 from the ZIP code have
died from the disease, up one from the previ-
ous week.

In ZIP code 77075, there were 21 active cas-
es, up four from the previous week. To date,
there have been 83 deaths in the ZIP code, up
one from the previous week.

In 77034, there were 22 active cases, down
three from the previous week. To date, 92 resi-
dents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the
disease. (Harris County reported 93 deaths the
previous week.)

According to Harris County officials, the
vast majority of the fatalities suffered from
pre-existing health issues.

Statistics are updated daily and include
numbers from within the Houston city limits
and throughout Harris County. To view an in-
teractive map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arc
gis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set

One northbound main lane and one south-
bound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will be
closed from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9
p-m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Sept. 30.

Both the northbound entrance and south-
bound entrance ramps from FM 518 in League
City will be completely closed until further no-
tice. Motorists should use the entrance ramps
from SH 96.

The northbound exit ramp to FM 517 in
Dickinson will be completely closed until fur-
ther notice. Motorists should use the north-
bound exit ramp to Holland/Hughes.

Two outside northbound frontage road lanes
on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from West
Medical Boulevard to Bay Area Boulevard
daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. through Friday,
May 5.

One middle northbound frontage road lane
on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from NASA
Bypass/NASA Road 1 to Bay Area Boulevard
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Monday,
May 22.

Two outside southbound lanes on the Gulf
Freeway will be closed from Texas City Rail-
road to SH 6/SH 146 in La Marque nightly
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further notice.

Beltway closures planned

One southbound Beltway 8 frontage road
lane from Spencer Highway to Fairmont Park-
way will be closed continuously through 3 p.m.
Friday, April 14.

One northbound Beltway 8 frontage road
lane from Fairmont Parkway to Vista will be
closed continuously through 3 p.m. Friday,
April 14.

One northbound and one southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lanes will be closed from
Fairmont Parkway to SH 225 daily from 5 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Sunday, April 30.

The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to
four lanes in each direction.

Senior staff of state Rep. Jolanda Jones resign

Staff members complain of harassment, hostile work environment

Three senior staffers for newly elected state
Rep. Jolanda “Jo” Jones resigned in unison this
past week, citing an “abusive and hostile” work
environment.

“We, as a collective of senior staff, have re-
peatedly attempted to curb your behavior and
address the type of work environment you have
bred over the last month,” a resignation letter
read. “But, to no avail; we haven’t seen any suc-
cess, You have continued to endorse, encourage,
and create an abusive and hostile work environ-
ment in the workplace without accountability for
you or your relatives’ actions.”

One of the relatives in question is Jones’ son
Jiovanni, whom staffers allege had an inappropri-
ate relationship with a significantly younger intern.

“His relationship with an office intern dis-

plays disrespect for the workplace and dimin-
ishes the morality of the office,” the resignation
letter stated. “We are deeply troubled by the fact
that you have actively covered up your son Jio’s
inappropriate relationship with one of our in-
terns, who is significantly younger than him and
is in a power imbalance, and are now using your
position to intimidate and silence your own staff
members.”

Resigning staff members included Chief of
Staff Kory Haywood, Legislative Director Cath-
erine Mouer and District Director Yesenia Wenc-
es. Haywood is the husband of Harris County
Justice of the Peace Dolores Lozano, who re-
cently replaced longtime judge George Risner.

The staffers further allege that Jones would
often exhibit physically threatening behavior

County holds Easter egg hunt

Harris County held its annual Easter egg hunt Saturday, April 1, at El Franco Lee Park.
Held the week before Easter each year, the event featured complimentary hot dogs, snow
cones, drinks and popcorn. Hosts shown above at the event are, left to right, Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian Garcia; Precinct 2, Place 1 Justice of the Peace Judge Jo Ann Del-
gado; and Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia. Photo by Nicolas Listerguier, Harris County

Work resumes on Beamer Ditch

New contractor to complete abandoned job

The Harris County Flood Control District
recently resumed construction on Mud Gully
(Beamer Ditch) Channel Conveyance Improve-
ments Project A120-00-00-C004.

The project had been dormant for several
months after the original contractor, Complete
Concrete, abandoned the job in spring 2022. In
January, HCFCD selected Rebel Contractors as the
company to complete the work.

Rebel Contractors began construction in Seg-

ment 1, which is located between Sagedowne
Lane and Scarsdale Boulevard. The project in-
cludes constructing approximately 55,911
square yards of concrete channel lining to widen
A120-00-00 (Mud Gully) and removing and re-

placing storm sewer system components.
Residents near the project area may begin to
see increased construction activity, which will
include trucks and heavy machinery. Residents
Continued on Page 3

Nehls hosts congressional art contest

U.S. Rep. Troy Nehls, whose House District
22 represents much of South Belt, is inviting
area students to enter the 2023 Congressional Art
Competition, which is currently accepting sub-
missions. The closing date is Friday, April 28.

Each spring, a nationwide high school arts
competition is sponsored by the members of the
U.S. House of Representatives. The Artistic Dis-
covery Contest is an opportunity to recognize
and encourage the artistic talent in the nation, as
well as in the 22nd Congressional District.

The Artistic Discovery Contest is open to all
high school students in our district. The winning
artwork of the district’s competition will be dis-
played for one year in the U.S. Capitol. The exhib-
it in Washington will include the winning artwork
from all participating districts from around the
country. The winning artwork is also featured on
House.gov’s Congressional Art Competition page.

The following is a summary of the Congres-
sional Art Competition rules:

Continued on Page 3

TxDOT’s Paul addresses BAHEP

Engineering director discusses ongoing projects

The Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership
welcomed Eliza Paul as its featured speaker for
the BAHEP general membership meeting held
March 22, at Lakewood Yacht Club in Seabrook,
Texas. Paul has been with the Texas Department
of Transportation for more than 30 years and cur-
rently serves as the Houston District Engineer
for the six-county Houston District.

Paul spoke of many issues during her presen-
tation including what TxDOT is doing regard-
ing safer driving; population changes in the U.S.
and in Texas; the economic impact of moving
freight and supply chains in the state; and Con-
nectSmart, a transportation app designed for
Houston, by Houston providing intermodal trav-
el options for daily commutes. Her detailed and
educational presentation offered the following
information:

The big picture

— Texas is one of the fastest growing states in
the nation.

— More than 310,000 new residents between
July 2020 and July 2021.

— The economy keeps going strong.

— All-time record total jobs.

— One in every 8 jobs in Texas is generated by
the multimodal freight transportation and logis-

tics sector.
Multimodal freight/supply chain

— More than 23,000 miles of highways.

— Class I and III (short line) railroads.

— 10 maritime ports.

— Gulf Coast Intercoastal Waterway.

— 10 air cargo airports.

— 15 commercial vehicle international border
crossings.

— Five rail international border crossings.

Congestion decreases supply chain reliability
and increases the cost of moving goods. Hous-
ton and Dallas-Fort Worth were in the top 10
U.S. metro areas for trucking congestion costs
in 2019. These costs include value of time and
excess fuel costs, and both metrics are higher for
trucks than for personal automobiles. Economic
losses from Texas-Mexico border delays are esti-
mated to increase more than 50 times from $2.3
billion in 2019 to $116 billion in 2050 without
investment.

2023 UTP forecast

The Unified Transportation Program is Tx-
DOT’s 10-year plan that guides the development
of transportation work across the state. Orga-
nized into 12 funding categories, with each one

Continued on Page 4

and demand they perform non-work-related du-
ties, such as taking her to the airport in the early
morning hours.

Jones released a statement but did not directly
address the allegations.

“Working in the Texas legislature is a stress-
ful and demanding job, especially when you are
in a daily fight to protect your constituents from
attacks on their families, their civil rights, their
schools and their ability to control their own
bodies,” said Jones. “Some of my staff have de-

cided this job is not for them. I wish them good
luck and success in their next endeavors.”

The Texas House General Investigating Com-
mittee is reportedly launching an investigation to
see if any wrongdoing took place.

Elected to the Legislature last year, Jones re-
placed longtime representative Garnet Coleman.
A four-time national track-and-field champion
and All-American basketball star, Jones previ-
ously served as a Houston City Council member
and Houston ISD trustee.

HPD: 3 shot outside Beltway 8 store

At least two of those shot were teens

Three people were shot during an incident
around 1 a.m. Friday, March 31, outside a gas
station at Beltway 8 and Beamer — at least two of
who were teens.

According to Houston Police Department of-
ficials, emergency responders from both HPD
and Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s office
responded to a weapons disturbance at the Shell
gas station parking lot to find evidence of a gun-
fight.

While patrolling the area for suspects, Pre-
cinct 2 Corporal Ponce discovered a vehicle
stopped in a moving lane of traffic in the 11500
block of Fuqua. Upon making contact with the

vehicle, Ponce discovered two 16-year-old gun-
shot victims who had been involved in the re-
ported disturbance.

Both of the teens were transported to the hos-
pital, one in critical condition and one in stable
condition.

HPD officials said a third individual, age un-
known, had been taken to the hospital by private
vehicle to the hospital with critical injuries.

At press time, there had been no reported fa-
talities associated with the incident, despite ru-
mors to the contrary. According to police, it was
unclear what led up to the shooting. The case re-
mained under investigation at press time.

Driver, 49, killed in Sageglen crash

A driver was killed around 6:10 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 30, in the 11500 block of Sageglen
Drive at Grapewood Drive.

According to investigators, a male driver was
operating a maroon Nissan Frontier pickup truck
on Sageglen when he failed to stay in a single
lane of traffic and struck a tree on the south side
of the road. The driver was not wearing a seatbelt

at the time of the crash and was killed by injuries
sustained in the accident.

Investigators believe a medical issue may
have contributed to the crash.

The deceased driver resided on Sagevale, offi-
cials said. It was the driver’s 49th birthday.

At press time, the accident remained under in-
vestigation.

City to combat illegal dumping

Officials launch $18M One Clean Houston program

Mayor Sylvester Turner announced Wednes-
day, March 29, the City of Houston will allocate
$18 million over the next two years to help clean
up illegal dumping.

“Illegal dumping is a pervasive problem that
negatively impacts the health, safety and qual-
ity of many communities throughout the City
of Houston,” Turner said at a press conference.
“The quality of life within our neighborhoods
should not be compromised through the blights
created by illegal dumping. Everyone deserves
the right to live in a healthy and safe environ-
ment, and we are all responsible for keeping our
communities clean and free of dumping and oth-
er environmental hazards. We must all work to-
gether to create One Clean Houston.”

According to city officials, the One Clean
Houston program will focus on the following
three areas of impact: rapid cleanup; better en-
forcement; and prevention and education.

Rapid cleanup

— Increase funding for heavy trash dumping
and litter removal - $11.5M in additional con-
tract abatement services over three years.

— Improve complaint routing and interagency
coordination - clearly define roles and streamline
processing of 311 service requests and tipline.

— Improve the efficiency of collections equip-
ment - $3M to purchase single-operator grappler
trucks.

— Attract and retail solid waste drivers - $200K

Continued on Page 3

School board voting to begin April 24
PISD, CCISD, SJC to hold May 6 elections

Early voting for local May 6 school board
elections will begin Monday, April 24, and con-
tinue through Tuesday, May 2.

Pasadena ISD, Clear Creek ISD and the San
Jacinto College District will all hold elections.
All candidates are facing challengers.

In Pasadena ISD, three board members are up
for re-election.

Position 5 incumbent Kenny Fernandez is be-
ing challenged by Larry Savala; Position 6 in-
cumbent Marshall Kendrick will face opponents
David Gonzales and Andy Garcia; and Position
7 incumbent Vickie Morgan will be challenged
by Irene Tamayo and Jeff Snover.

For additional Pasadena ISD election informa-

Continued on Page 3
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The Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership held a general membership meeting March 22,
featuring TxDOT District Engineer Eliza Paul (third from right) as the guest speaker. Shown
above with Paul at the event are, left to right, Anthony Robinson and Marty Chenault, Gulf
Coast Limestone; Lisa Holbrook, AMOCO Federal Credit Union; Brian Freedman, president,
BAHEP; and Gail Figueroa, AMOCO Federal Credit Union. (See related picture Page 3.)
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Meador names teachers of the year

Deaths

Congratulatlons are in order for third-, grade teacher Amssa Ramirez (pictured above,
second from right) named Meador Elementary’s New Teacher of the Year. Shown with
her, left to right, are Kevin Fox, assistant principal; Jennifer Chavez, principal; and
Tara Merida, counselor. Below are Fox, Chavez and Merida celebrating with Corin
Culpepper, fourth-grade teacher. Culpepper was named Meador’s Teacher of the Year.

In My Opinion

Muecke pushes
for Hartsook support

Toall,
| need your help and involvement. Hart-
sook road from North Broadway to the
barricade. Key map shows a private road.
Took months of prodding and then with the
help of Jordan with At Large Alcorn, legal
made it clear it is now a city street. That
is good as the new Milstead Middle school
road, we now know who will do the Mainte-
nace, signs, and street markings. Road will
not open until August as the school proper-
ty needs some summer adjustment work.
Now Hartsook road extension, | have
been pushing/working with the District E
staff and Houston Public Works for over a
year to purchase a short distance of avail-
able property to extend the Hartsook road
to South Shaver. This is being proactive
as we have the Catholic church, the new
church across the street, the other church,
the large apartment project at Shaver and
many homes and property for develop-
ment. With the new school road more traf-
fic. A new road will not be built soon, but
it would sure help traffic flow. So I'm ask-
ing all of you to step up and get involved to
make this road extension happen. Not sure
why Public works is stalling on this sugges-
tion. Director Carol Haddock is the person
to contact and the District E staff. Thanks
Jim Muecke

King considers
crime, statistics

During the last election, the severity of
crime in Harris County was hotly debated.
The final numbers for 2022 are now avail-
able from the Texas Department of Safe-
ty and they paint a mixed picture. In some
of the more serious categories, there was
some improvement last year but the levels
remain well above where they stood a de-
cade ago. Robberies and burglaries both
continued a long-standing trend down-
ward, but other property crimes contin-
ued to climb with double digit increases in
2022.

Inthe late 1980s and early 1990s, Hous-
ton was going through its last crime wave.
Homicides topped out in 1990 at 734.
However, from there, homicides steadily
declined for the next twenty years, hitting a
low of 264 in 2011. Considering the popu-
lation of Harris County grew by about 70%
during that same period, the decline was
truly remarkable.

However, after 2011, homicides began
creeping up and then skyrocketed higher
in 2020 and 2021. The 631 homicides in
2021 was the highest level since 1990. In
2022, homicides declined slightly to 578
(-8%) but were still nearly double the num-
ber of homicides a decade ago.

The trend for rapes and assaults tracked
fairly close to homicides.

Interestingly, the trend for robberies
and burglaries was almost the opposite of
homicides, rapes and assaults. Both be-
gan the last decade well below the peak
in Houston’s last crime wave in the early

1990s and have continued to track lower.
Robberies took a particularly sharp down-
turn starting in 2021 and fell again in 2022
to just over 9,000. That is as low a level as |
could find going back for thirty years.

The DPS has two categories of theft
that it reports in its Index Crime Summa-
ry - larceny and auto theft. Larceny is basi-
cally any kind of theft that does not involve
physically taking someone’s property from
them by force, which is robbery, and break-
ing into a home or business to steal some-
thing, which is burglary.

Both larceny and auto theft have also
been generally declining for the last thir-
ty years. Improvements in vehicle security
systems resulted in a large reduction when
those technologies were first rolled out.

However, both reached their nadir in
2018 and have been steadily climbing
since. Both saw an 11% increase in 2022
alone.

| have been watching Houston’s crime
stats for nearly thirty years. | have learned
over that time that crime is an incredibly
complex phenomenon, which defies sim-
ple explanations as to why it goes up or
down. Also, while local factors like the ef-
fectiveness of the local criminal justice sys-
tem and a community’s cohesiveness play
a large part, there are also national marco
factors that effect it. For example, our na-
tion’s decision to largely deinstitutionalize
mental health care in the 60s and 70s has
tremendously affected the criminal justice
system.

Many have speculated that the pandem-
ic affected crime rates, citing various possi-
ble effects. While some of that conjecture
seems to make some intuitive sense, it is
hard to find much support for the pandemic
having any outsize effects in the stats. For
example, some speculated that the stress
of the pandemic and associated lockdowns
would cause more violence, especially
family violence. But while homicides cer-
tainly took a spike upward at the beginning
of the pandemic, assaults have slightly de-
clined throughout the pandemic.

However, | do not think that it can be
seriously doubted that the more lenient
bond practices of many of the Democratic
judges elected since 2018, combined with
the huge case backlogs, have contributed
to much of the increase in serious violent
crimes, especially murders, in Harris Coun-
ty recently. Crime Stoppers has document-
ed more than enough specific instances to
show that has been a significant driver of
the increase.

The precipitous drop in violent crime
in Harris County that began in the early
1990s was a national phenomenon. Na-
tionally, the murder rate in the U.S. dropped
by half between 1990 and 2006. And for
most of the last decade, the rates have re-
mained relatively low. Those lower levels of
crime became our new norm. So, it is hard-
ly surprising that Americans would be anx-
ious about the spike in violent crime over
the last three years. Unless and until we
return to those norms, | expect that crime
will continue to be on the public’s mind and
a leading issue in elections.

Bill King

Local library events set

In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.
Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. For information, visit https://houstonli
brary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-
393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon
— 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 — 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Closed Sundays.

Tuesdays, 10:30 — 11 a.m. Outdoors storytime for all ages. Plan to enjoy a good story at Brace-

well in the fresh outdoors, weather permitting.

Visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events for more library events.
Parker Williams Library
Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Visit the website at https://www.
hepl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or call 832-927-7870.
The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and

Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Parker Williams ‘“No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”

— After receiving notification that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.

— Have a library card number and PIN handy.

— A pickup time and instructions will be given.

— Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.

— Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verification.

Hours are: Monday — Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday, 1- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Closed Sundays. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.
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David Andre Riojas was
born Jan. 8, 1966, and passed
away with family and friends
by his side on March 24,
2023, at the age of 57.

David is preceded in death
by his mother, Dorothy Rio-
jas “Troquille” and his father,
Jose Riojas. He is survived by
his three daughters, Ashleigh
Riojas, Meghan Riojas and
Dakota Riojas; the mother of
his children, Karen “Shadow”
Riojas his brother Joseph Ri-
ojas; and his sisters Scarlett

Troquille and Jennifer Shaver
of Louisiana.

David was also a beloved
uncle, cousin and great friend
to many.

He was a great man, who
was always willing to help his
family, neighbors or a stranger
in need, no matter how big or
small the task.

Also known as “Rio,” he
spent his early career working
at a Boys Ranch in Nacogdo-
ches, where he helped many
get back on their feet. Some
of those boys, now men, say
he played a pivotal role in
helping to save their life. Big
Dave spent 25 years working
in the Petro-Chemical indus-
try at Dow, formerly known as
Rohm and Haas, as a process
technician. Well known for his
cooking, it was this passion of
his that oftentimes brought ev-
eryone together at the dinner
table.

David’s love for hunt-
ing and fishing remains un-
matched and could not be ri-
valed by many. He shared his
love of outdoors with family,
friends, and anyone who could
cast a line or shoot a gun.

“Vit” to his brother completed
the infamous ‘“Riojas Duck-
men Team” of Sagemont. Any
morning with the team will
never be forgotten.

David’s football career
started early at the local
neighborhood football fields,
advancing to the Thompson
Intermediate School Lions
and the Dobie High School
Longhorns.

David then played two
years at Tyler Jr. College as
a starting right tackle. He
earned a college degree in
criminal justice, playing of-
fensive lineman for Stephen
F. Austin State University.

Services for David were
held April 1. Serving as pall-
bearers were Chris Herrera,
Bill Bradshaw, Russell Pe-
veto, Brent Peveto, Kenneth
Wright, Chris Henry and
Mike Hebert. Addie Guillo-
ry, Jeff Pyle, Nick Newman,
Lowell Pomerantz, Eric
Basco, Chris Cowden, Burt
Riojas, Russell Allen, Ran-
dy Clements, Mark Hark-
ness and Lawrence Anthony
served as honorary pallbear-
ers.

Dobie Lariaettes to perform April 28, 29

The J. Frank Dobie Lariaettes, Lassos, and Dance department will be holding their annual
spring show, “Dare to Dream,” April 28 and 29 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium at Dobie High
School. Admission is $10, and tickets can be purchased on dobielariaettes.com under “Up-
coming Events” starting April 9. Support the Lariaettes, Lassos, and Dobie Dance Department
as they perform for the last time during the 2023-2024 school year.

Elected officials share their words

Sen. Mayes Middleton, passes 1st bill

| am proud that the first
bill 've passed in the Sen-
ate is Senate Bill 15 to
Protect Women’s College
Sports. This bill will protect
fair play in women’s sports

and defend Title IX, which
women have fought gen-
erations for. If Congress
won't stand for fairness,
if the White House won't
stand for fairness, if the US

Department of Education
won'’t stand for fairness, if
the NCAA won't stand for
fairness in women'’s college
sports, then Texas will.

Senator Mayes Middleton

Comptroller Hegar rescinds decision

Monday,, April 3, Texas
Comptroller Glenn Hegar
rescinded his determina-
tion from February that Har-
ris County illegally reduced
funding for the Harris Coun-
ty Precinct 5 Constable’s
Office. The Comptroller’s re-
versal of his decision comes
just weeks after Harris
County Attorney Christian
D. Menefee filed a lawsuit
against him over this matter.

“'m glad the Comptroller
admitted his error and is no
longer holding Harris Coun-
ty’s budget process hos-
tage,” said Harris County At-
torney Christian D. Menefee.
“I hope that in the future, we
can talk through these types
of allegations, as the law re-
quires, before the Comptrol-
ler makes a final decision.
Texans expect their elected
representatives at different
levels of government to be
able to get on the phone
and solve problems, even
when they disagree. | urge
the Comptroller to talk to us
next time instead of forcing
us to file a lawsuit”

Harris County Precinct
1 Commissioner Rodney
Ellis stated, “I'm happy this
is over. | served in the Texas
Legislature with Comptroller
Hegar years ago. We talked

then and we can talk now. |
look forward to a dialogue
between the state and the
county next time an issue
like this arises.”

Harris County Precinct
2 Commissioner Adrian
Garcia stated, “The Comp-
troller's withdrawal reflects
what we have known all
along: Harris County fully
funds law enforcement. |
would like to thank Coun-
ty Attorney Christian Me-
nefee, who knew from the
beginning we had the facts
on our side and the law on
our side. Now we can re-
sume our work to serve and
protect the people of Harris
County”

Harris County Precinct 4
Commissioner Lesley Bri-
ones stated, “This rescission
is a win for all. As a proud,
native Texan and Harris
County resident and Com-
missioner, | am pleased by
and committed to the State
and Harris County working
together to find solutions
that best serve our shared
community”

Comptroller Hegar's re-
scission of his determina-
tion means the county is
free to adopt its tax rate (It
is not limited to adopting the
no new revenue rate.).

The Comptroller had
previously determined that
Harris County violated Tex-
as Local Government Code
Chapter 120. He made that
determination by taking the
Pct. 5 budget for the Coun-
ty’s 2022 short fiscal year,
annualizing it, and then rea-
soning because that annu-
alized number was greater
than Precinct 5’s budget for
fiscal year 2023, the County
violated Chapter 120. The
County’s lawsuit made clear
the Comptroller's conclu-
sion was legally incorrect,
even applying the Comp-
troller's own math. Chapter
120 states that if a county’s
overall budget decreases
from one budget year to the
next, a prohibited funding
reduction occurs only if the
police agency’s share of the
county’s overall budget has
decreased over that same
period. Harris County did
not violate that standard be-
cause using the Comptrol-
ler's math, Harris County’s
overall budget decreases
from his annualized version
of the 2022 short fiscal year
budget to the County’s fis-
cal year 2023 budget, while
Precinct 5's share of the
County’s budget increases.
Comptroller Glenn Hegar

Fernando
Mendiola

Fernando Mendiola was

born Oct. 4, 1948, in Laredo,
Fernando lost his fight with
colorectal and bladder cancer
on Saturday, April 1, 2023.

He received a bachelor’s
degree in computer science
from Lamar University in
1979, and an MBA in finance
from Houston Baptist Univer-
sity in 1994. He moved to Port
Arthur in 1974 to work at the
local shipyard. He then moved
to Houston in 1980 to work at
an insurance company. Later
he became a contract worker
for NASA. Most notably he
worked at Chase Bank as the
vice president in the loan de-
partment for 13 years. He re-
tired in 2001 to dedicate him-
self to his son.

He enjoyed watching mys-
teries on PBS, playing Mine-
craft, and was constantly learn-
ing something new. He had the
warmest smile, goofiest laugh
and a humble presence.

He always wanted to pro-
vide for those for whom he
cared. He was tough on his
family, but he was so to pre-
pare them for his departure.
He was a jack-of-all-trades and
wanted to pass down his ex-
pansive knowledge to his fami-
ly.

He is survived by his wife,
Myrna Mendiola and his son,
John Mendiola.

A funeral service was held
Tuesday, April 4, at Peevey Fu-
neral Home, 12440 Beamer.

Barbara Ann
Darlene
Switzer Mixon

Barbara Ann Darlene Swit-
zer Mixon passed away on
April 1, 2023, at the age of 90.

Barbara was born March
16, 1933, in Brownstown, III.
to Pluma Barricklow and Jes-
se Switzer. Barbara was the
fourth of five girls in her fami-
ly.

Barbara graduated from the
Brownstown Community High
School in Brownstown, Class
of 1951.

She worked as a bank tell-
er from 1953 to 1964 and then
was the bookkeeper for a fam-
ily-owned commercial ware-
house rental business. She was
actively involved in local bowl-
ing leagues and The First Bap-
tist Church of South Houston.

Barbara is preceded in
death by her parents and sis-
ters, Mary Goldhagen, Betty
Coale and Shirley Perkins.

Left to cherish her memo-
ry is her husband of 65 years,
Thomas V. Mixon; and her

Astronauts train for extended spaceflight

Someone who is alive today
could step on the surface of
Mars. While this idea is thrill-
ing, the gravity associated with
spaceflight and the cognitive
stress of lengthy confinement
present significant challenges
for human physiology.

The upcoming Spaceflight
Human Optimization and Per-
formance Summit, to be held
at University of Houston-Clear
Lake April 27-29, will connect
thought leaders in strength and
conditioning, sport science,
psychology, nutrition and other
related disciplines in a forum
to address the readiness of as-
tronauts for extended-duration
spaceflight.

“UH-Clear Lake has al-
ways been connected with
NASA - we were in fact a
university originally built for
NASA,” said Bill Amonette,
associate professor of exercise
science and executive direc-
tor for the health and human
performance institute. “It’s an
honor as a university to host
an event such as this, introduce
our students and community to
some fascinating science, and
have the opportunity to be con-
tribute to the discussion about
strength and conditioning for
astronauts in missions to the
moon and Mars.”

Amonette said college stu-
dents may assume the only
way to have a career in space
is by working in science or
engineering at NASA or for
one of its contractors. “This
is no longer the case,” he said.
“Now, with commercial space
flight, there are many more op-
portunities in all scientific and
engineering disciplines. We
are a university with NASA in
our backyard. Discussing these
ideas bring more voices to the
table, introduces the communi-
ty to the logistics of a trip to the
moon and Mars, where we are
in our general understanding
of exercise and how it can pre-

vent catastrophic decrements
in performance.”

Astronaut  strength  and
conditioning specialist Corey
Twine added that many disci-
plines encompass optimal per-
formance for spaceflight.

“Behavioral psychology is
a big part of extended-duration
missions,” he said. “Team dy-
namics, personality, and skills
will all play a role in the suc-
cess of a mission. Astronauts
need nutritionists, biologists,
chemists, strength and condi-
tioning coaches, athletic and
physical trainers as well as
mechanical and biomedical
engineers who can create the
devices and equipment that
provides loading to the human
and prevents significant loss of
bone and muscle mass.”

The keynote speaker is re-
tired astronaut Capt. Chris
Cassidy, whose presentation
“Do One More Rep!” explores
habits of effective leaders and
how they can motivate teams
to overcome obstacles. Cassi-
dy, aretired Navy SEAL, accu-
mulated 378 days in space and
has 54 hours and 51 minutes of
spacewalk time, placing him
in an elite group of four U.S.
crew members with 10 space-
walks. He is currently presi-
dent and CEO of the National
Medal of Honor Museum.

Featured speakers include
Judith Hayes, chief science of-
ficer for NASA; Suzanne Bell,
lead of Behavioral Health and
Performance Laboratory at
NASA and professor of psy-
chology at DePaul Universi-
ty; Bianca Cerqueira, a human
performance research scien-
tist at Lackland AFB within
KBR’s Human Performance
Research Division; and Barry
Spiering, lead sport scientist
for New Balance, and former
scientist at NASA and the U.S.
Army Research Institute of
Environmental Medicine.

Topics of discussion in-

clude postflight reconditioning;
nutrition as fuel for astronaut
performance; wearable tech-
nology and remote monitoring;
confinement, performance and
extended-duration spaceflight;
and the future of human per-
formance and spaceflight.
Twenty-two years after the
first humans began living in
low arth orbit on the Interna-
tional Space Station, NASA
aims to return to the moon in
the near future, but with differ-
ent goals, and many additional
agencies and partners working
together requiring astronauts to
be equipped to endure much
lengthier stays in space.
“Exercise is critically im-
portant to maintain cardio-
vascular capacity, and muscle
and bone density of astronauts
on the moon or in transit mis-
sions to Mars,” Amonette said.
“Within our lifetime, it’s possi-
ble that humans could establish
a permanent base on the moon
for extended missions. But we
have to be prepared to deal
with the maladaptations that
will come with it — changes in
astronauts’ sensorimotor func-

tion, coordination, metabolic
capacity, and other issues can
impair functional capabilities.”
Twine said the more we
learn about exercise and nu-
trition, the better we will be
able to address these problems.
“Until now, these were used to
maintain function and avoid
critical loss so the individual
could recover and rehabili-
tate on Earth,” he said. “With
extended-duration  missions,
maintaining strength, coordi-
nation, power and metabolic
capacity will be essential to
continue living and working
on an extraterrestrial surface.”
The SHOP Summit-23 is an
inaugural event made possible
through a partnership between
KBR and UHCL. Continuing
Education Units through the
National Strength and Condi-
tioning, Texas Physical Ther-
apy Association and the board
of certification for the athletic
trainers are available for con-
ference attendees. Registration
includes breakfast and lunch
both days. To register, or for
more information, go to www.
uhcl.edu/hhpi/shop-23/.

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Chrlstlan
based child care for the local community. Director
Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take
perfect care of your children while you work.

£i 281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com
10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

four children and three grand-
children, son Bart Mixon and
his wife Laura and their son
Andrew, son Bret Mixon and
his wife Susan, daughter Mel-
ody Mixon and son Thomas
Mixon and his wife Cynthia
and their two daughters Harper
and Grace. She is also survived
by her younger sister, Ramona
Philpot.

Barbara enjoyed bowling,
playing cards and dominoes,
watching “Wheel of Fortune”
and “Jeopardy” and reading
James Patterson novels.

The family would like to
thank longtime friend Jim-
mie Bacon for her decades of
friendship and Viviana Mo-
rales for the care and compan-
ionship she showed Barbara in
her final years.

Fond memories and ex-
pressions of sympathy may
be shared at www.ForestPark
LawndaleFH.com for the Mix-
on family.

Her funeral will be Thurs-
day, April 6, at Forrest Park
Lawndale Cemetery, 6900
Lawndale. Public visitation is
1 p.m., with the chapel service
at 2 p.m. followed by the burial
at3 p.m.

Ivan
Ontiveros

Ivan Ontiveros, age 74, of
Houston, passed away on Sat-
urday, March 25, 2023, at the
veteran’s hospital.

He was born in Houston
on Feb. 22, 1949, to Higin-
io and Estella Ontiveros. He
married Matilde (Matty) Mata
in 1969 after having met on a
blind date. To this union they
enjoyed the birth of their three
sons.

Ivan graduated from San Ja-
cinto High School in 1967. He
then started working right after

high school for the U.S. Postal
Service. In 1969 Ivan took a
leave from the post office and
joined the Marine Corps and
served in the Vietnam War.
Ivan returned to work at the
post office and retired after 38
years at the age of 55. After re-
tirement he spent his time tak-
ing care of his grandchildren
with his wife.

He enjoyed golfing and was
looking forward to catching up
with his buddies at the Silver
Eagles Golf Club. Fishing and
hunting were also a must every
season. He enjoyed volun-
teering as a DJ at St. Luke the
Evangelist Catholic Church for
Veterans Day, because just be-
ing there making people enjoy
the “old school” music was a
great way to spend his music
skills. He also served as a DJ at
the American Legion.

Ivan is survived by his wife;
his sons Ivan Jr. Ontiveros
and wife April; Ricardo Onti-
veros and wife Emily; Vicente
Ontiveros and wife Jennifer;
grandchildren Ivan Ontiveros
III, Zoey Ontiveros, Olivia On-
tiveros, Bianca Ontiveros, Vi-
cente Ontiveros Jr., Bella Cruz,
Lilly Cruz and Lila Cruz; his
sister Juliet Rodriguez; his
brother Gustavo (Kyle) On-
tiveros and numerous nieces
and nephews that he enjoyed
spending time with.

Ivan is preceded in death by
his parents; brother, Roberto
Ontiveros (who died 18 days
before Ivan); and his brother-
in-law Joe E. Rodriguez whom
he loved like a brother.

He belonged to St. Luke the
Evangelist Catholic Church
and was looking forward to
attending Mass at the new lo-
cation. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests contributions
to the St. Luke Building Fund.
One can donate at https:/st
luke.breezechms.com/give/
online.

A visitation for Ivan will
be held Wednesday, April 12,
from 9 a.m to noon at Amer-
ican Heritage Funeral Home,
10710  Veterans Memorial
Drive, Houston, TX 77038.

A funeral service will oc-
cur there Wednesday, April
12, from noon to 12:45 p.m.
A committal service will occur
Wednesday, April 12, at 1:15
at Houston National Ceme-
tery, 10410 Veterans Memorial
Drive, Houston.

19054 Gulf Fwy.

Bay Area Jewelers
WE BUY GOLD!

Jewelry & Watch repair on site

Located outside Baybrook Mall across from Forever 21

281-488-8067

Time to clean out your garage and closets!
Durham Park Community Garage Sale
Saturday, April 8, 2023, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Rain or Shine
PLEASE DO NOT BLOCK THE SIDEWALK WITH YOUR ITEMS
POR FAVOR NO BLOQUEE LA ACERA CON SUS ARTICULOS

HEI ooD
GARAGESALE

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Catholic Church

11011 Hall Rd.

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Sunday

Tuesday & Thursday

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Monday, Wednesday & Friday

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)

5:30 p.m.

8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*

1 p.m. Misa en Espafiol*
9 a.m.

7 p.m.

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251
Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord
in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

more drivers.

Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1201159

State Farm” offers more discounts to

Get to a better State’.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East e Houston, TX 77089
Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com
M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am
After Hours by Appointment

o StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL




Nehls hosts multimedia congressional art contest

Continued from Page 1

Artwork entered in the
contest may be up to 28 inch-
es by 28 inches, may be up
to 4 inches in depth, and not
weigh more than 15 pounds.
If the artwork is selected as the
winning piece, it must arrive
framed and must still measure
no larger than the above maxi-
mum dimensions.

— Paintings — including oil,
acrylics and watercolor.

— Drawings — including
pastels, colored pencil, pencil,
charcoal, ink and markers. (It
is recommended that charcoal
and pastel drawings be fixed.)

— Collages — must be two
dimensional.

— Prints — including litho-

graphs, silkscreen and block
prints.

— Mixed media — use of
more than two mediums such
as pencil, ink, watercolor, etc.

— Computer-generated art.

— Photography.

All entries must be original
in concept, design and execu-
tion and may not violate U.S.
copyright laws. Any entry that
has been copied from an exist-
ing photo or image (including
a painting, graphic, or adver-
tisement) that was created by
someone other than the student
is a violation of the competi-
tion rules and will not be ac-
cepted. Work entered must be
in the original medium (that is,
not a scanned reproduction of a

painting or drawing).

The rules, checklist and re-
lease form for the competition
were posted in early February
on House.gov.

This year, submissions will
be accepted online only. A
high-resolution image of the
artwork and completed forms
should be emailed to TX-
22ArtComp@mail.house.gov
and arrive no later than Friday,
April 28. Only one piece of
artwork per student is accept-
ed, no artwork is accepted in
office, and no late submissions
will be allowed. The winner
will be announced on Friday,
May 12, and the winner gets
two free plane tickets to D.C.
to tour the capital.

Pct. 2 makes large drug bust

(,{),

STABLE JERRY ¢
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Following an investigation based on numerous tips, Precinct 2 deputies on Thursday,
March 23, executed a search warrant on a residence located at the 8200 block of
Park Place, confiscating mushrooms, Xanax, Oxycodone, marijuana and Adderall.
Deputies also seized more than $12,000 in cash. After initially t\attempting to flee,
Jonathan Gonzales, 29, was arrested and charged with multiple felonies.

School voting to begin April 24

Continued from Page 1
tion, visit www.pasadenaisd.
org/school_board/election_
information.

Voters in Clear Creek ISD
will decide who will fill the
District 2 position currently
held by Michelle Davis and
District 3 position currently
held by Arturo Sanchez.

Both incumbents have
filed to maintain their po-
sitions. Davis will be chal-
lenged by Jamieson Mackay
and Glencora Rodgers. San-
chez will be opposed by Peter
Lauzon.

For additional Clear Creek
ISD election information,

visit ccisd.net/elections.

In the San Jacinto College
District election, voters will
select who will fill the Posi-
tion 1 seat currently held by
Erica Davis-Rouse and the
Position 2 seat currently held
by Ruede Wheeler.

Rouse is the only incum-
bent who filed for re-election.
She is being challenged by
Brad Hance.

In the Position 2 race to
replace Wheeler, Michelle
Canti-Wilson will face oppo-
nent Karen K. Wheeler-Hall.

For additional San Jacin-
to College election informa-
tion, visit www.sanjac.edu/

Beamer Ditch work

Continued from Page 1

are urged to respect all warn-
ing signs as work crews move
around the area. The Flood
Control District will distribute
additional information on the
timing of the Astoria Boule-
vard bridge closure as it is so-
lidified.

In addition, project teams
are coordinating with local
stakeholders, including Me-
morial Hermann Southeast
Hospital and San Jacinto Col-
lege South, on the upcoming
closures and traffic pattern
changes to ensure no adverse

impacts.

The Mud Gully (Beamer
Ditch) Channel Conveyance
Improvements project is fund-
ed and constructed as part of
the Clear Creek Federal Flood
Risk Management Project.

Once construction is com-
plete, the channel bottom will
be widened to 45 feet, with a
side slope range that is typical-
ly two to three feet horizontal
and one foot vertical. Since the
width of the channel is limited
by Beamer Road on both sides,
the concrete lining allows for
the maximum volume of wa-

about-san-jac/board-trustees/
election-information/board-
election-may-2023.

The cities of Friendswood,
South Houston and Pasadena
will also hold simultaneous
elections.

Nearby early voting lo-
cations include the Harris
County Scarsdale Annex,
10851 Scarsdale and El Fran-
co Lee Community Center,
9500 Hall Road.

Voting hours are 7 a.m. to
7 p.m.

For more information or to
see a complete list of polling
locations and sample ballot,
visit www.harrisvotes.com.

resumes

ter to be conveyed within the
channel, decreasing the water
surface elevation, which pro-
vides the benefit of helping
to reduce flood damage risk.
Although the flow in the chan-
nel will increase, areas down-
stream will not be impacted
because the additional flow
will be mitigated by the South
Belt Stormwater Detention
Basin, which was substantially
complete in fall 2022.

For additional information
on the project and the traffic
control plan, visit hcfed.org/
Mud-Gully.

Youth Art Competition

This year’s contest will
have a Youth Art Competi-
tion.

The Youth Art Competi-
tion will be broken into two
separate categories: elemen-
tary and middle school.

Submissions ~ will  be
accepted online only. A
high-resolution image of the
artwork and completed appli-
cation should be emailed to
TX22ArtComp @mail.house.

gov and arrive no later than
Friday, May 6.

The top five from each
category will be placed on
the website for District 22
constituents to vote on. Vot-
ing will be open May 8-12.
Only one piece of artwork
will be accepted per student.
No artwork is accepted in the
office, and no late submis-
sions will be allowed.

The winner will be an-
nounced Friday, May 19.

South Belt awards faculty

South Belt Elementary officials recently celebrated their
faculty members of the year. Shown above are Francelli
Monreal (left), awarded as New Teacher of the Year and
Sheryl Tomaskovic, awarded as Teacher of the Year. Be-
low is Juliet Barron, who was named Paraprofessional of
the Year. The students and staff at South Belt Elementary
greatly appreciate all their hard work and dedication.
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Campbell-Fox recognized in Austin

Shown at the capitol in Austin are, left to right, Trent Lil-
ley, Rebecca Lilley, state Rep. Ed Thompson, Dr. Mary
Campbell-Fox, Tara Fox, Ryan Fox, Karissa Fox holding

Makenzi Fox and Debbie Naquin. Campbell-Fox was her-
alded Brazoria County Physician of the Day as Brazoria
County celebrated its 50th anniversary.

Horns’ character awarded
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Dobie seniors Destiny Ramirez (left) and Isabella Lara
were each recently awarded a $500 scholarship from the
Show Up. Give a Flip. Repeat Taylor Whitley Show Up
Foundation. Both girls were nominated for their strong
character and outstanding work in the community.

TxDOT’s

Combating dumping

Continued from Page 1
to increase hiring incentives.
Better enforcement

— Expand video surveil-
lance - $419K for additional
cameras to catch dumpers.

— Improve enforcement
of heavy trash violations -
$620K for a dedicated team of
inspectors in SWM to enforce
heavy trash violations.

— Launch HPD Environ-
mental overtime program -
$100K in OT for FY23 to aid
in investigation efforts.

— Make it easier to report
dumping and violators - re-
port dumping and dumpers
through various channels:
311, HPD online crime re-
ports, Crimestoppers (for up
to $5,000 reward).

— Increase the number
of successful prosecutions -
prosecute cases DA declines
to accept in municipal courts
and improve investigation
processes to better identify
defendants.

— Target major repeat prop-
erty owner offenders - aggres-
sively pursue property owners

who allow dumping on their
property.

— Grow partnerships with
local law enforcement agen-
cies - $1.9M for additional
cameras and contract services
with Harris County Precinct
One Environmental Crimes
Unit.

Prevention and education

— Improve access to neigh-
borhood depositories - pilot
neighborhood drop-off pro-
gram in areas severely im-
pacted by dumping & increase
equipment at depositories to
reduce wait times.

— Establish a dumpsite
maintenance and control pro-
gram -use tools such as bar-
ricades, landscaping and sig-
nage at chronic dumpsites.

— Improve community en-
gagement - educate commu-
nities on heavy trash policies
and provide neighborhood
clean-up opportunities.

For additional information
about the initiative and how
the funds will be allocated,
visit www.houstontx.gov/one-
cleanhouston.

Webb achleves Eagle Scout rank

Paul
addresses
BAHEP

Texas Department of Trans-
portation District Engi-
neer Eliza Paul (left) was
the guest speaker March
22 at a luncheon held by
the Bay Area Houston Eco-
nomic Partnership. The
wife of state Rep. Dennis
Paul, whose House District
129 encompasses much of
the South Belt community,
Paul spoke on a variety of
ongoing and future TxDOT
projects in the Bay Area.
Paul is shown at the event
with BAHEP President Bri-
an Freedman, who recently
replaced Bob Mitchell who
retired after 20 years of ser-
vice.
Photo by Marie Flickinger

Seth and Kim Webb, parents
of Travis Alexander Webb, left,
proudly announce the success-
ful completion of their son’s
journey to the Eagle Scout
rank. Travis’ journey started
11 years ago, culminating in
earning the highest achieve-
ment in the Boy Scouts of
America. Travis, a senior at J.
Frank Dobie High School and
amember of the National Hon-
or Society, has maintained ex-
ceptional grades his entire aca-
demic career while engaging in
leadership roles in the march-
ing band and in FFA. He has
been accepted into the College
of Engineering at Texas A&M
College Station and plans to at-
tend this fall. Travis is a proud
member of Troop 1513 located
at American Legion Post 490.
His parents expressed the fol-
lowing sentiment, ‘“Travis, we
want you to know that we love
you and are extremely proud
of your accomplishments. We
know that you will make a dif-
ference no matter what you do
or where you go.”

Travis Alexander Webb dlsplays his hard-won Eagle
Scout badge.

Moore second-graders dazzle with “Music Across the States™

The second-graders from
Moore Elementary per-
formed, “Music Across the

States,” on Feb. 7 for stu-
dents and parents. The pro-
gram, which included spe-
cial performances as well as

pieces including the entire
grade level, represented the
culture and customs of some
of the area surrounding Tex-
as. Sheryl Munn, music
teacher, directed the perfor-
mance.

One performance included playing instruments and sing-
ing for “Rocky Mountain.” Shown above are Lilah Olipha-

nt (left) and Ruby Salinas.

Shown here are performers
Ava Almanza (left) and Fa-
ble Masone.

———

Jordan

instrument.

Villarreal smiles
for the camera behind his

Mikayla Castaneda is also
ready to perform ‘“Rocky
Mountain.”

At left, left to right, are
(front row) Jazlyn Tran,
Abigail Oviedo, Ivan Dun-
can, Sophia Arzate, (back
row) Trey Fonseca, Jayda
Wilson, Gianni Coppens,
Leya Romero and Brayden
Noise who performed the
“Crawfish” dance from
Louisiana.

The students at right per-
formed ‘“Kapulu Kane”
using puili sticks from Ha-
waii. Shown, left to right,
are (front row) Daisy Sor-
dia, Ethan Nguyen, Dami-
an Hudson, Ruben Aguayo,
(back row) Mikayla Casta-
neda, Reece Hayden, An-
aya Lemons and Makayla
Marr.

Photos by Guadalupe Hudson

The students above performed a ribbon routine to the song,
“Let’s Go Fly a Kite” from the Broadway musical, “Mary
Poppins.” Shown, left to right, are (front row) Onell Guti-

errez, Rebecca Martinez-Lopez, Isabella Licon, Nataly Del-
gado, (back row) Aiden Delgado, Johnny Bonilla and Victor

Hernandez.
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Remember When

45 years ago (1978)

Construction work be-
gan on the 4.3 acre site
that would become the
Sagemont Village shopping
center.

In a two-hour period,
Houston Police were called
to a disturbance on Beamer
Road, to investigate speed-
ing on Kirkglen, to check on
a suspicious male suspected
of trying to break into the
Shakey’s Pizza Parlor, to in-
vestigate a robbery on Sag-
etree and to a disturbance
on Tiltree.

40 years ago (1983)

State District Judge Ted
Poe ordered John Balleng-
er to pay $150 a month to
Teri and Summer Martin for
child support for four years.
Ballenger was charged with
the murder of Tommy Mar-
tin, the husband of Teri
Martin and father of Sum-
mer Martin.

County Judge Jon Lind-
say told members of the
South Belt Community Im-
provement Association that
providing a toll road could
be the only way the South
Belt would get built.

35 years ago (1988)

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency was to give
the Brio Total Cleanup Task
Force, a recently formed
local citizens committee,
30 days to present any doc-
umentation that could al-
ter the agency’s plans for
cleanup of Brio.

Many candidates were
trying a second time to gain
their party’s blessing for the
upcoming runoff election.

30 years ago (1993)

With only two weeks
remaining before the May
1 election, neither the Clear
Creek nor Pasadena school
boards had taken a formal
stand on the three proposed
constitutional amendments
dealing with school fi-
nance. Officials in the PISD
supported passage of the
amendments, while their
counterparts in CCISD had
trouble swallowing the first
of the three propositions.

Weeks after the long-de-
layed opening of Beltway 8
from Interstate 45 to Beam-
er, it was announced that the
next portion of the beltway,

cation Award. He received
a certificate and a check for
$2,500.

15 years ago (2008)

A recent study that
ranked high schools in the
Greater Houston area

prompted concern from area
residents and officials at the
Pasadena Independent
School District, due to low
showings from schools in
the district. The study was
conducted by the nonprofit
group Children at Risk.

It was the eighth anniver-
sary of the death of Dobie
student Jonathan Barrica,
who was shot in the face as
he answered the door to his
home on Sagepark.

This week marked the
anniversary of the disap-
pearance of three South Belt
residents who were lost at
sea during a fishing trip out
of Freeport. Austin Childs,
Scott Keller and John Zim-
merman left one evening
to go on an offshore fish-
ing trip on Zimmerman’s
28-foot boat. The trip was
similar to many the trio had
made before.

The Ellington Field Sa-
lutes Our Veterans fundrais-
ing event was held at Elling-
ton Field. The full-day event
would benefit the Helping
A Hero foundation, a local
nonprofit organization that
supports severely injured
military personnel and their
families.

San Jacinto College
Foundation scheduled its
annual Monopoly masquer-
ade to be held at South
Shore Harbour Resort. In its
seventh year, the event
would raise funds to help
students at the school
through scholarships.

10 years ago (2013)

The Sagemeadow and
Kirkmont municipal utility
districts each announced
they would hold bond elec-
tions on the same day. The
extra funds were needed to

make repairs to the districts’
aging water and sewer lines
that were damaged by
recent droughts. Voters in
the Sagemeadow MUD
would decide on a $15 mil-
lion  proposal, while
Kirkmont residents woul
vote on a $10 million bond.
5 years ago (2018)

South  Belt resident
Chuck Maricle as present-
ed the U.S. Coast Guard’s
Meritorious Service med-
al for his support during
Hurricane Harvey. Maricle
serves as the district chief
of staff for the USCG’s 8th
Coastal Region.

1 year ago (2022)

During a special called
board meeting on Feb. 15,
the Pasadena ISD board of
trustees unanimously called

for a $305 million bond
referendum for the May 7
ballot. If approved, the pro-
posed bond package would
include major safety, securi-
ty and technology upgrades.
The bond was to be divided
into three ballot proposi-
tions (Proposition A, Propo-
sition B and Proposition C)
that residents would have
the opportunity to vote on
individually. Proposition A
($281,269,000) would re-
place four aging elementary
campuses (Bailey, Jessup,
Parks and Williams, all of
which were constructed
more than 60 years ago);
Proposition B ($14,921,000)
would address technology
upgrades; and Proposition C
($8,810,000) would address
athletics needs.

AARP invites new and existing members

AARP Webster Area Chapter 199 Senior Health and
Wellness Expo in collaboration with the title sponsor,
UTMB Health, invites seniors on Thursday, April 13, at 9:30
a.m. to the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 E. NASA
Parkway, Seabrook, in the large building with the blue roof
inside Clear Lake Park on the north side of NASA Parkway.

The program will be a Community Health and Wellness
Expo at the Bay Area Community Center from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. The program is organized as a come-and-go
event. All are cordially invited to join the local AARP chap-
ter for a continental breakfast, an introduction to the chapter,
many informative health screening opportunities and door
prizes. This event is open to all members of the community
50 years of age and older. If someone has an AARP mem-
bership card, members are asked to bring it with them. If
not, nonmembers are still invited to come and partake in all
activities.

The AARP chapter also organizes day trips for chap-
ter 199 members by bus to local area points of interest at
minimal cost. The next bus trip will be to tour The Bren-
ham Heritage Museum and The Brenham Fire Museum on
Wednesday, April 12. Call Nancy Mason at 281-415-0575
for information on registering for this trip. Only members of
local chapters are invited to participate in bus trips.

The public is invited to come to the meetings and enjoy
coffee, cookies and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. before the 10
a.m. meeting.

If anyone is interested in joining AARP Chapter 199, an-
nual dues are $8 per year per person. However, one must
be a member of national AARP and have a current national
membership card to join any local chapter. AARP chapters
are separately incorporated affiliates of AARP. For more in-
formation, contact Lynne Justis at 832-212-5417, aarpchap-
ter199 @yahoo.com.

A Texas Veterans Town Hall event took place Monday, March 27, at Ellington Air-
port. Sponsored by multiple veterans groups, the event promoted veteran causes and
veteran-owned businesses, while also educating attendees about various programs
available to veterans. The event also allowed veterans to share their stories. For ad-
ditional information on the event, visit www.TexasVeteransTownHall.com. Shown
above at the function are Bob Gebhard, who served as master of ceremonies, and
Dorothy Menbok, who chaired the event.

TxDOT’s Paul speaks at BAHEP

Continued from Page 1
addressing a specific type of
work, the UTP authorizes the
distribution of construction
dollars expected to be avail-
able over the next 10 years.

— The 2023 UTP includes
a total of $85.1 billion dollars
distributed across the 12 UTP
funding categories.

— Some categories allocate
funding around the state by
formula.

— Funding in other catego-
ries is distributed to specific
projects.

— Projects in the UTP are
selected by TxDOT Districts,
Metropolitan Planning Orga-
nizations, or the Texas Trans-
portation Commission using
performance-based selection
processes.

The Houston district letting
volume over the next four fis-
cal years totals $5.661 billion.

Over The Back Fence by Natatic

Letting is the official receipt
and opening of bids and deter-
mination of the apparent low
bidder. TxDOT conducts its
statewide low-bid construction
and maintenance contract let-
ting in Austin on two consecu-
tive days each month.

To learn more about Tx-
DOT and ongoing projects,
visit www.txdot.gov.

(See related photo on Page
3)

CCART meeting set for April 11

The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers will hold
its April meeting on Tuesday, April 11. The meeting will be held
at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 NASA Parkway in
Seabrook with a musical program presented by the Noteables.

The social gathering will start at 10 a.m. for coffee and
cookies. The business meeting will begin at 10:30 am. All Tex-
as retired school employees from the area are invited. Annual
dues are $50.

Largest selection of
wige in Tevas!

FEATURING
EsTETICA
DESIGNS
WIGS & EXTENSIONS RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION
The Right BRA, OF WIGS &

The Right Form! by JODEE HAIR ADDITIONS

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After
Breast Surgery Needs.
Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

\ Becky’s
i 125 E. Galveston Street
/x A League City

281-332-6407

| heed a pregnancy test

| heed to know what to do

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005

Beltway 8 South
Crisis Pregnancy Center

\

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

281-484-9655

Beat Fuionds Boutique

Groom & Board

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

P, [

BFBGrooming.com

e
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NNN

from Beamer to Telephone,

would open within two
weeks.
25 years ago (1998)

George A. Thompson’s
academic team defeated
Atlanta 62-34 to advance to
the final four of the Nation-
al Academic League tourna-
ment.

Sagemont resident, Car-
men Fonseca, was sentenced
to life in prison for the cap-
ital murder of her husband.
Fonseca was charged and
convicted of plotting the
shooting of her husband.

20 years ago (2003)

City of Houston police
sought unknown individuals
who shot into a 2003 silver
Honda Accord on the Gulf
Freeway between Fuqua
and Beltway 8.

Dr. Eddie Weller, San

Jacinto College South Hon-
ors Program director, won
the 2002 Mary Jon and J.P.
Bryan Leadership in Edu-

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SHEILA
Sheila Brantner, longtime South Belt res-
ident, celebrates a birthday April 12. Birthday
wishes are sent from daughter Amanda
Brantner; twins Tiffany and Courtney
Brantner; and friends. Sheila has contributed
many hours to the community. She volunteers
at her church and at the South Belt Leader Toy
Drive.
SCHOOL DAZE
The following staff of the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District celebrate birthdays April 6
through April 12.
Atkinson Elementary
Send a happy birthday greeting April 11 to
Jessica Rocha.
Frazier Elementary
A special birthday greeting is sent to Lupe
Moreno April 11.
Genoa Elementary
Join in the birthday celebration April 9 for
Lisa Hance. Melissa Portillo enjoys a birthday
April 12.
Meador Elementary
Give a birthday shoutout April 7 to Mike Gill.
Moore Elementary
Maria Vega celebrates a birthday April 9.

Remember to wish Robin Salinas a happy

birthday April 8.
South Belt Elementary

Kristian Drees celebrates a birthday April

6.
Fred Roberts Middle School

Birthday greetings go out to Salma Cortez
Mora April 6. Bring in the birthday fun for
Alysia Mauricio April 10.

Melillo Middle School

Enjoy a double-layer cake April 6 with
Genesis Torres and Charlene Gronewold.
Birthday greetings go out to Perla Silva April
10. April 11 is the day for a fun celebration for
Felipa Resendiz.

Beverly Hills Intermediate

Laura Dossman celebrates a birthday April
8. Send birthday greetings April 10 to Irene
Malloy. April 11 is a day of celebration for Rene
Nixon.

Thompson Intermediate

Break out the balloons and party favors
for Kevin Cowart April 6. Remember to wish
Jennifer Spray and Ashley Vercher a happy
birthday April 10. Enjoy a double-layer cake
April 11 with Araceli Cavazos and Lenora
Dawson.

Give a birthday shoutout April 6 for Tracie
Richeson. Cheers for a happy birthday are
sent to Andrew Barrett and Amrian Millard
April 8. Break out the balloons and party favors
April 9 for Cody Blanchard. April 12 is the day
for a birthday celebration for Stacey LeBlanc.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

Thursday, April 6: Carol Barber, Jason
Weston, Lena West and Jerry Devila; Friday,
April 7: Deborah Belmarez, Larry Higgs
and Jeff White; Saturday, April 8: Adriel
Rodriguez, Alexander Restrepo and Ruth
Scotton; Sunday, April 9: Greg Black, Jennifer
Pareya, Victoria Grissom, Yvonne Longoria
and Keith Harrison; Monday, April 10: Mackie
Caves, Jennifer Spray, Coby Bellamy,
April Simmons, Kristina Koncaba, Traci
Rothermund and Skip Fell; Tuesday, April 11:
Quinn Fox, Amanda Mancia, Dian Audas,
Matt Black, Luke Ditta, Celina Monroe and
Brandy Kennedy; and Wednesday, April 12:
Elysia Thomas and Shelly Little.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email announcements etc., to mynews@
southbeltleader.com with OTBF in the subject
line by Friday noon for the next week’s pub-
lication. For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends

Stuchbery Elementary

OFFIC

ZE OF DIST

Dobie High

s

RICT
HARRIS COUNTY, TX

HARRISCC

ATTORNEY

Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

KP02640

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Insurance Companies+ Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

We all feel the same commitment to care
for our families. Asyour good neighbor
agent, I can help you meet your insurance
needs. Call me today.

Ann Brannen, Agent

107 Landing Blvd

League City TX 77573-3461

Bus: 281-332-0568
ann.brannen.b4sq@statefarm.com

STATE FARM

@
/ STATE FARM IS THERE.®

INSURANCE
1

statefarm.com®

1 1/04/

You can help prevent

Be the voice for those who can’t speak
up for themselves.

If you see or suspect ANY abusive
behavior of a minor, call the Texas
Family and Protective Services at

1-800-252-5400
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

Jordi Garcia (10) of Dobie advances the ball during the Longhorns’ 1-0 area
round playoff win over Alief Elsik March 28. Dobie has now reached the Region
III Final Four for the first time since 2017.

Matthews paces JFD boys

Dobie track and field squads
ready as 22-6A event nears

The District 22-6A
Track and Field Cham-
pionships are coming to
Pasadena ISD’s Auxiliary
Stadium April 11-12, and
the Dobie girls’ and boys’
team appear ready for the
challenge.

Dobie competed at the
South Houston Invitation-
al March 30, and there
were plenty of standout
performances.

The Lady Longhorns
came up with 77 points for
fourth place in the event,
with Stacie Harris deliv-

ering a gold medal in the
long jump at 18 feet, 7
inches to lead the way.

Dobie’s Bre’yanna Wil-
liams, like Harris a sopho-
more, won a bronze medal
for third place as she went
16-6 1/2 in the long jump.

The Longhorns also ex-
celled in the 3,200 as Kyla
Lobo’s time of 12 min-
utes, 45.243 was good for
second place while team-
mate Ashlee Garcia went
13:09.995 for third place
and a bronze medal.

At 50.431, the Long-

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

horns were bronze medal-
ists in the 4x100 relay as
Harris was joined by Mia
Sanchez, Chloye Mat-
thews and Tailin Curtis in
the event.

Dobie was also third-
best in the 4x200 relay in
a time of 1:49.554 as Wil-
liams, Sanchez, Sophia
Perez and Curtis teamed
in the event.

Dobie’s Chistina Rodri-
guez chipped in as she was
third for a bronze medal in
the 400 at 1:04.596.

Continued on Page 6

Unbeaten Dobie boys’ soccer reaches Final Four

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

The legend that is Do-
bie boys’ soccer rolls on
April 7 as the Longhorns
return to the Region III
Final Four tournament at
Deer Park ISD’s Abshier
Stadium.

Katy ISD’s Seven Lakes
will take on Clear Springs
(13-6-7) in the first boys’
semifinal at 5:30 p.m.,
with the Longhorns then
going against Katy Jordan
at 7:30 p.m.

The Region III boys’
championship match is set

Dobie’s Daniel Blanco
defends against Alief
Elsik during the Long-
horns’ 1-0 shutout win
March 28 at Pasadena
ISD’s Veterans Stadi-
um. Dobie, now 23-0-4,
subsequently downed

at The Rig in Pearland,
reaching the Class 6A
Sweet 16 for the first
time since winning the
Region III crown in
2017. The Longhorns
have allowed a single

wins.

goal in three playoff

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

for April 8 at Abshier Sta-

dium, beginning at 1:30
p.m.
Dobie is seeking to

reach its second state tour-
nament, having last won
the Region III crown in
2017.

A winner of nine con-
secutive district champi-
onships, this Dobie team
is in the midst of the best
run in program history.

Unbeaten through 27
matches at 23-0-4, the
Longhorns punched their
regional final four tick-
et with a 3-1 win over

Pearland 3-1 March 31|

Pearland March 31 at The
Rig in Pearland.

Dobie’s Jordi Garcia
gave the locals a 1-0 lead
eight minutes in with a
goal, and Miguel Azua
and Alex Escobar added
second-half goals for a
3-0 lead before the Oilers
scored with 14 minutes
left.

Dobie reached the re-
gional quarterfnals for the
first time in five seasons
after blanking the Alief El-
sik Rams 1-0 March 28 at
Pasadena ISD’s Veterans
Stadium.

Dobie baseball stands atop 22-6A

The Dobie varsity base-
ball team has put together
a masterful first half of
play while sitting atop the
District 22-6A standings
at 5-1.

But as the Longhorns
prepared to travel to
Channelview for a game
against the 3-1 Falcons,
head coach Miguel Tor-
res promised there will be
no looking ahead. It’s all
about taking things one

game at a time.

“We have started the
race at 5-1 and like where
we are, but even at 15-5-
2 overall, we can always
look back at other games
and see where a key play
here or there would have
helped,” Torres said.

“We came into the sea-
son with what we felt like
was a great situation with
our pitching. It was all
about staying healthy. In

district play, Aiden San-
chez and Cruz Torres have
been great for us. They
have given us a chance to
win every time out, and we
have come up with clutch
hits to come away with the
win.”

The 22-6A format fea-
tures a weekly two-game
set between the same two
teams.

In week three, the Long-

Continued on Page 6

el JED softball eyes top-two seeding

Dobie’s Kyla Lobo (left) and Ashlee Garcia will look to advance out of the Dis-
trict 22-6A Championships as track and field’s postseason begins in April. At
the South Houston Invitational March 30, Lobo was second and Garcia third at
the 3,200 distance as they helped the Longhorn varsity girls to 77 team points.
Garcia was also fourth-best in the 800 at South Houston.

The Dobie varsity soft-
ball team has turned its
attention to finishing the
regular season with 20
wins and securing the No.
2 playoff seed in District
22-6A as Region III cham-
pion Deer Park has swept
the season series from the
locals.

Host Deer Park plated
two runs in the bottom of
the fifth inning and two
more in the bottom of the

sixth to defeat Dobie 7-4
March 31, staying unbeat-
en in league play as Dobie
fell to 5-2 with five games
remaining.

Against Deer Park, Do-
bie’s Bella Perez led the
offense as she drove in a
pair, and Claire Ramirez
scored a run and drove in

another.
Dobie, which also
dropped a nondistrict

game to Shadow Creek

At right, the Dobie
varsity tennis program
challenged the field
at the District 22-6A
Spring Tennis Champi-
onships March 29-30 at
Deer Park High School
as Leslie Figueroa and
Dominic Ortiz quali-
fied for regionals after
placing second in the
mixed doubles brack-
et. At right, the Long-
horns’ top finishers, left
to right, were Ryan Le
and Thang Tran, third
place boys’ doubles;
Figueroa and Ortiz,
second place/regional
qualifiers mixed dou-
bles; and Tiffany Tran
and Natalie Vo, third
place girls’ doubles.
The Region III tourna-
ment is April 13-14 at
Deer Park High School.
See story on Page 8.
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Dobie’s Fi igueroa, Ortiz headed to regional tenms
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9-5 March 28, went into
action April 4 after press
time at 15-9-2.

Despite an eventual loss
to Shadow Creek, Marisa
Perla was a force for the
Longhorns, homering and
driving in three runs and
scoring three times.

Emily Delgado scored
a run and drove in a run,
and Miriam Castillo also
drove in a run. Shadow
Creek’s four-run fourth
inning was the difference

Now, it’s time to finish
the deal.

While Seven Lakes and
Dobie came into the sea-
son boasting state rank-
ings, Clear Springs and
Jordan have had to battle
their way to the final four.
Matter not, the opportuni-
ty remains for each of the
four at this point.

Still, Manrique said the
Jordan program is stacked
with club-level talent, and
the regional semifinal will
be a challenge.

“I’'m so proud of these
guys for getting to this
point and overcoming
each test put in front of
us,” Manrique said.

“Our guys play for each
other, and are willing to
make the sacrifices for the
betterment of the team.
We don’t have stars and
club players and so forth,
but we take pride in beat-
ing the teams that do.

“We’re in this position,
and won’t take it for grant-
ed. This is an opportunity
to again show the type
of program that we have
built, and it’s going to be
great to go out there and
test our skills. No matter
the outcome, we can all be
proud of how far we have
come.”

Special Hours 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Dine in, Drive-thru, Phone orders or Delivery

ENTIRE MENU SERVED ALL DAY

Region III Final Four

Seven Lakes (24-1-1)
vs. Clear Springs (13-6-7)
April 7, 5:30 p.m.
Dobie (23-0-4) vs. Jordan (11-7-3)
April 7, 7:30 p.m.
Region I1I Championship
April 8, 1:30 p.m.

All games at Abshier Stadium

USA KARATE

Now enrolling!

Transportation from CCISD,
Pasadena ISD, and Pearland ISD.

Call for our weekly rate specials!

* Weekly Fee COME LEARN:
Includes Karate * RESPECT
Training j * FOCUS

= * CONFIDENCE
» b * DISCIPLINE
= @ * AND MORE

11101 Resource Pkwy. 281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109 832-736-9006

We have space available at each location

Celebrating Our 39" Year

Our Burgers are the Original
“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

281-481-1491

Brown Bag Special

! 2 Hamburgers

| 2Fries

$9.99,

Now Serving Hunts Brothers Pizza!

281-481-1491
N .

2 = &~ @ 10606 Fuqua
— - N

ROY
SHIFLETT
REALTORS"
281-481-3733

w7 LIKE US OM

facebook

Roy Shlflett Realtors

% 50 Years Experience
% Great Office Location
* Knowledgeable

Personal Service

The Name You Know!

With Experience You Can Trust! LEMMESS
(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

281-481-3733

SHIFLETT

281-481-3733

in the victory.
Auto

The Works
Includes

¢ Underbody Rinse
e Wheel Cleaning
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Hand Drying

© Install New Oil Filter
© Complete Chassis Lube
o Check Brake Fluid
 Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

Service Center
& Car Wash

Now HiriNG CasHIERs, CAr Wash NOW available!!

PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax

°50

*Monthly

radius™*

* Rain-Guard

*MonNTHLY UNLIMITED WaAsH PLaNs (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
o Check &Fill Transmission Fluid
o Check Air Pressure in all Tires
o Check Gear Boxes

o Check Battery Fluid

 Vacuum Interior

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)
All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait
shuttle service

**shuttle service
only available
within a 5 mile

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Check & Fill Windshield Washer

o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
* Check Breather Element

Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 4/28 /23

Off Auto

$1 0 Alignment

With coupon only. No reproductions.

Not valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

(Between 1-45 & Beamer)

=
ISLAND BREEZE

281-484-5945 :
“Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Express
Exterior

* Wash

« High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

20

*Monthly

*35

*Monthly

$49.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash

* Check PCV Valve

 Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
o Check Belts

 Check Wiper Blades
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Omar Serna (26) of Dobie slides into third base ahead of the throw with an RBI
triple during the Longhorns’ 1-0 victory over Memorial March 28 at Dobie.
The Longhorns blanked Memorial 3-0 March 31.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Great pitching efforts
lift JFD baseball to 5-1

Continued from Page 5
horns topped Memori-
al 1-0 at home March 28
as Sanchez went the dis-
tance, blanking the Mavs
on a two-hitter with five
strikeouts.

Omar Serna scored
Daniel Delgado with an
RBI triple in the bottom of
the third inning, and San-
chez handled the rest.

Fast forward to March
31 at Memorial, and Tor-
res, who has formed a ter-
rific sophomore duo with
Sanchez, also went the
distance, striking out sev-
en Memorial hitters.

Gavin Carrillo, Serna
and Ian Johnson all had a
pair of hits, and Johnson
plated a pair of runs as the
Longhorns won their fifth
straight game overall.

Even as his team stood
at 5-1 prior to the start of

the Channelview pair, Tor-
res knew both Deer Park
aand Channelview had
just one loss at 3-1, while

South Houston was at 4-2.

“Every day is a new
day, and that’s the way
we have to approach it,”
Torres said. “I know it’s
a cliche, but it really is
about playing one game at
a time. We are glad to be
where we are, but nothing
is won yet. It’s about stay-
ing focused and playing
that next one.”

Dobie will host Chan-
nelview April 6 at Dobie
beginning at 4 p.m., then
will go against Rayburn
at home April 11, also at 4
p.m.

The Dobie/Rayburn
series concludes April 14
at Maguire Field in Pas-
adena, with a 4 p.m. start
time.

Dobie baseball hosts Channelview
April 6, 4 p.m., at Dobie
Dobie baseball hosts Rayburn
April 11, 4 p.m., at Dobie
Dobie baseball vs. Rayburn
April 14, 4 p.m., at Maguire Field

At right, Atkinson El-
ementary third- and
fourth-grade students
stood out during the
Pasadena ISD’s an-
nual Get Fit Jog pro-
gram, which called
for the district’s stu-
dents to jog 40 miles
or more during the
school year to be eligi-
ble for the districtwide
Get Fit Jog final race
at Veterans Stadium
in Pasadena March 25.
The third-grade and
fourth-grade course
was just more than
a mile. In the third-
grade boys’ race, Adri-
an Manzanarez cap-
tured first place and
Gael Ramirez grabbed
second place from At-
kinson. Those repre-
senting the Eagles in-
cluded, left to right,
(front row) Bray-
lon Gutierrez (third
grade), Jacob Lainez
(third grade), (middle
row) Cayden Nguyen
(fourth grade), Adri-
an Salgado (third
grade), Ramirez (third
grade), (back row) Leo
Ramirez (third grade),
Eliana Garcia (fourth
grade), Manzanarez
(third grade) and John
Navarez (third grade).

Atkinson Eagles stand out at PISD’s Get Fit Jog
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Dobie girls 3rd; Brasfield, Dinh advance
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The Dobie girls’ golf team placed third at the Dis-
trict 22-6A Championships at Pasadena Munici-
pal Golf Course. Members of the team included,
left to right, Kirsten Duong, Ana Dinh, Olivia Ta-

The Dobie boys’ varsity golf team competed in the
District 22-6A Championships at Pasadena Mu-
nicipal Golf Course, placing fourth in the tourna-

mez, Isabel Brasfield and Aliyah Sanchez. Bras-
field and Dinh advanced to the Region III Cham-
pionships as individual medalists and will compete
April 17-20.

ment. Members of the team, left to right, includ-
ed Kalen Hicks, Khoi Nguyen, Alex Rivera, Max
Garza, Jaylen Hernandez and Evan Amezcua.

Longhorn track medals at South Houston

Continued from Page 5

Garcia made her way
to fourth place in the 800
at 2:33.317, and Sanchez
was fifth-best in the 200
in a time of 27.279. At
5:56.079, Lobo was fourth
in the 1,600.

Sophomore  Cameron
Matthews was a gold med-

He went to the tape
with a chance to take the
100 as well but took silver
for second place in a time
of 11.253.

The Longhorn boys
medaled in the 4x400 re-
lay to end the day as a time
of 3:34.569 was runner-up
for a silver behind the ef-

Clear Brook tracksters turn heads at Hanna Relays

A preview of what is
to come just days from
now at the District 24-6A
Championships played out
at Sam Vitanza Stadium
for the C.L. Hanna Relays
as host Dickinson was
joined by Clear Brook,
Clear Creek, Clear Falls,
Clear Springs and more
in both varsity boys’ and
girls’ divisions.

The Clear Brook girls
continued their strong sea-
son with a medal collec-
tion at the Hannas even
as some athletes chose to
compete at the Texas Re-
lays April 1 in Austin.

High jumper Kamryn
McLaurin cleared 5 feet, 2
inches in the high jump for
second place.

Conference champion San Jacinto plays at

Two-time defend-
ing Region XIV softball
champion San Jacinto

College was set to con-
clude the first half of con-
ference play April 5 with a
pair of games at Galveston
College as the race to the
postseason heats up.

The Ravens, with single
losses to Blinn and Alvin,
were at 8-2 in conference
entering the set with Gal-
veston. Overall, the Ra-
vens have won 28 of 40
games.

Freshman Arianna
Wright continues to pace
the Ravens offensively as
the team leader in batting
average (.530), doubles
(15), home runs (8) and
runs batted in (38).

In Dickinson, Brook
junior Jizzale Davis was
third in the 100 for bronze
in a time of 12.50 sec-
onds.

As for the 200, the Wol-
verines’ Julissa Hudson,
a sophomore, finished at
26.37 for fifth.

Clear Brook junior
Azayla Smith clocked in at
59.83 for a bronze medal
in the 400, and she, Davis
and Hudson were joined
by McLaurin for second
place and a silver medal at
1 minute, 42.23 seconds in
the 4x200 relay.

At 4:07.18, the Wol-
verines were fourth in the
4x400 relay as the meet
concluded.

Clear Brook freshman

Sophomore Emma Gar-
cia has hit .373 and fresh-
man Chloe Foster has
hit .357, but with just 15
home runs in the 40 total
games, the Ravens have
relied heavily on defense
and pitching.

The Ravens have seen
sophomore Christin Hay-
good go 11-1 with a 1.06
earned run average as she
has delivered the goods
after being named the Re-
gion XIV Pitcher of the
Year as a freshman.

The locals have also
seen Reanna Nieman
emerge as a game two
starter as she is 6-5 with
a 1.42 earned run average,
and Hannah Benavides
and Kristina Nash have

Aailslyn Blanks competed
in the varsity girls’ throws
as her best of 96-4 was
eighth in the discus.

There was plenty of
competition on the boys’
side of things as Dickin-
son’s Marquis Johnson
won gold medals in the
100, 200 and long jump
and helped the Gators’
4x100 relay to another
win.

Dickinson and Clear
Creek of 24-6A went 1-2
in the 4x100 relay as the
Wolverines’ time of 42.76
seconds was third-best.

As for the 4x200,
Brook was second to
Beaumont West Brook,
with the Wolverines in at
a minute, 57.22 seconds as

also thrown well as San
Jacinto boasts a 3.71 team
ERA.

But as the Ravens fin-
ish the first half of con-
ference play, they trail in
the standings as Galveston
has emerged from a sever-
al-season slumber.

At 28-4 overall, a top-
12 national ranking and
an 8-0 start to Region XIV
play at press time April 4,
the Whitecaps had deliv-
ered one of the top turn-
arounds across the nation
after finishing at 19-24
overall in 2022.

With a team batting av-
erage of .353 and 51 home
runs through 32 games,
the Whitecaps received
contributions from many

Raymond Felton and Jay-
lon Owens were joined by
Josh Akinola and Chris-
tian Wright

In the 4x400 relay fi-
nale, the Wolverines went
3:25.68 for fifth place.

The field in the 100 at
the Hannas was headlined
by the Gators’ Marquis
Johnson as he won gold
in a time of 10.69, with
Felton second for silver at
10.89 and Brook’s Owens
third with a time of 10.90.

Johnson claimed a sec-
ond gold in the 200 with
an effort of 21.37, and
Owens was next for silver
at 21.96. Felton’s time of
22.68 was seventh.

Clear Brook freshman
Joshua Shelton continued

players.

Yet the season of Do-
bie Class of 2022 gradu-
ate and current Galveston
freshman Karlie Barba de-
serves a special look.

At the plate, Barba led
the Whitecaps with 42 hits
and 15 doubles and was
second teamwide with
nine home runs.

Her 38 runs batted in
were second on the team,
while Barba also hit .404
through 32 games, third-
best among Whitecap reg-
ulars.

And while sophomore
Gabriella Guzman had
stepped up in a lead role
in the circle at 12-2 with
a 3.61 earned run aver-
age, Barba was 9-0 with

his standout debut sea-
son as he was second in
the 400 at 50.24 as Todd
Woods of Elkins won the
event with a time of 49.87.

Wolverine junior Mat-
thew Trevino will look to
score medals in the dis-
tance events at the 24-6A
meet.

At the Hanna event in
Dickinson, he was second
for a silver medal at the
3,200 distance with a time
of 9:52.77.

Trevino also contested
the field in the 1,600 as his
time of 4:35.66 was fifth-
best.

Wolverines’ sophomore
Darwin Bolden threw the
discus 124 feet, 7 inches
for 10th in the event.

Galveston

a 3.16 as she had emerged
as Galveston’s game two
starter.

The first half of a league
race does not make a full
season, but the Whitecaps
and, for that matter, Blinn,
have given the Ravens
plenty of competition as
the race proceeds to the
finish line.

The Region XIV reg-
ular season’s final week
features Galveston at San
Jacinto May 3 for a pair
of games, and it very well
could decide seeding in
the conference tournament
May 12-15 at Bossier City,
La.

San Jacinto will host
LSU-Eunice for two non-
conference games April 7.

alist for the Longhorns as
he claimed the top spot in
a time of 22.354.

fort of Tariq Riley, Charles
Richard, Jeremiah Jackson
and Ariel Cortez.

in the shot event.

The Longhorns were
fourth in the 4x100 relay
in a time of 43.783 as the
group included Derrick

Jeremiah Jackson came
back to campus with a sil-
ver medal as his best of
41-2 was second in the
triple jump, and teammate
Demarcus Hodges was Woodley, Marcus Jones,
fourth with an effort of 40- Hodges and Jeremiah
1. Davis. A time of 52.328

Rodrick Drumgo also placed Riley sixth in the
medaled, this time a sil- 400.
ver, as he posted a throw Chris Lopez of Dobie
of 141-10 in the discus. At clocked in at 10:39.699 for
43-10, Drumgo was fourth seventh place in the 3,200.

22-6A Track Championships
April 11-12, Auxiliary Stadium

24-6A Track Championships
April 10 &12, Challenger Stadium

2 i)
Dobie sophomore Stacie Harris highlighted the var-
sity girls’ performance at the South Houston Invita-
tional as she was the gold medalist in the long jump
at 18 feet, 7 inches.

i o2 o ; ;
Dobie’s Bre’yanna Williams, one of several soph-
omore standouts for the Longhorns, won a bronze
medal for third place as she went 16-6 1/2 in the long
jump.
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SOUTH BELT

A/C & HEATING INC.

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818

www. Southbeltair.com

Americam Stamdard.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

GET IT TODAY!

4403 F.M.2351

TACLB26543E

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally
friendly services

with your
children and pets’

safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth  Richard (Dick) Orth
wner Operator

B.S. Chemistry

Trinity University

. 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

We service all major home appliances.
Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

Same Day SERvicE

Annual maintenance
wm save you money.
on Sale Now
Call for Free Estimates.

iratrean

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
T

TACLB23730E

281-481.6308 |

After Hours Plumbing Service

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer * Water Heaters ¢ Drains
Leaks * Water * Repairs * Gas

' $50 OFF Any Service w/coupon |

I- - -
Free Estimates — MPL#41513 — Hablo Espanol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
- www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com
832-715-6441 =
- - .

M ors

Triple M Plumbing
281 -455-1175

Master License # 40217

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION

www. YourCompleteHomeCare.com

713-944-5257
Quality Work - Dependable
Free Estimates - References
If you want a
Quality Job

we are the

We have been Same
Name & Phone
Number Since 1991

Painting Interior
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Siding All
Conversions - Patios —

Concrete - Carpentry Work
Bathrooms - Garages 0

es - Floors

Fences

ones for you

wner: Myron Lewis
Please Check Us Out — We Are Here To Stay

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

3

wetas  RUDEN Mufioz — MPL 17449

R.B. GARAGE DOORS
Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices * Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
o (Genie o Craftsman e Lift Master ® Chamberlain

Licensed ¢ Insured

=
. TR - J—— =
Master Electrician
Lighthouse v eecron
ELECTRIC

“Look on the bright side” h~
7-1111 888
www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197 &=4

Mike’s Affordable Pressure
Washing Service
832-606-1074

f_
Driveways ¢ Sidewalks e Patios ¢ i

o Etc...

JT Garage Door Systems

Repair, Replace, Install
Over 20 Years of Experience

Free

Estimates u—"-n_mm

Contact Jason Teel
281-991-7697 ...
ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

* BATHS / KITCHENS » ROOM ADDITIONS

* PAINTING* FLOORING ¢ SHEETROCK WORK
* SIDING * ROOFING » CONCRETE * FENCES
* GARAGE CONVERSION ¢ INTEGRITY

* COMMUNICATION * QUALITY

281-487-2234 rerereNcES - 30+ YRS. EXR
A/C & Appliance Repair

« Former Sear’s Technician
o Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING

 PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING « SHEETROCK
* TAPE & FLOAT » DEMOLITION » HAULING * FENCES
* CARPENTRY » PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

REPAIRS &

INSTALLATIONS
* Free Estimates
* Senior Citizen Disc.
* No Service Charge
* Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
 Insured
* TECL#21246
281.484.8542 g

LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

Support
Leader

Advertisers

5 Year Labor

BEB
o We accept most major credit cards. - MEMBER

Warranty

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

-

PLUMBING

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

N

Kevin Dalley '76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad *

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

¢ Hardi Board
Siding

GaF

| CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS |

A-Rated on Angie’s List

\ MPL #18439 281-692-1 684 ==y

ey 281-481-9683

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call

Big Edd’s

Areas Since1979

L |
1S4
I

Repair/Replacement

281-480-8898

Garage Door Problems?

Serving Houston & Surrounding

Garage Doors & Openers

713-784-4238

Goodman

Ar {ordsioning & Hegeng

AIBROEAI-Nl E‘XT " A F:Itr:niztie“(‘:i::;up!
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust « NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

Financing Available

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!

WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

TACLB002755C

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, APRIL 6
7 a.m. AA - “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., in Cornell
Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland —
Meets at either Pearland Chamber of
Commerce or on Zoom. See Pearland
Chamber of Commerce website calendar
or call 281-485-3634.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners Group,
3525 Broadway, Pearland, or at https:/
aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-noon
ers. Call 713-686-6300.

FRIDAY, APRIL 7

7 a.m. AA — “Breakfast With Bill” See
Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) —
Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting,
2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First Presby-
terian Church (youth building). Call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or
https://nastuff.com/.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom —
All services are live and on Zoom. For de-
tails, visit https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group —
meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030
Scarsdale Blvd. Family members and
friends of problem drinkers/addicts share
and discover choices available. Call 281-
484-9243.

8 p.m. AA — meets at CrossRoads UMC,
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.
SATURDAY, APRIL 8
7:30 a.m. AA — “Breakfast With Bill.” See

Thursday’s notice.

9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hasha-
lom — See Friday’s notice.

11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only,
English) — For women affected by an
addict. Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference
room #111. Call 281-487-8787 or visit

https://www.houstonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’'s Anglican Church —
offers a knitting class. Call 281-479-7285
prior to coming.
SUNDAY, APRIL 9
8 a.m./ 10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church — worship at 11456 Space Cen-
ter Blvd. in back of a medical/retail com-
munity. Call 281-479-7285.
2 p.m. Grief Support Group — Meets at
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy. Call
713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery - A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids
Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda Ge-
noa. Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA — See Friday’s notice.
MONDAY, APRIL 10
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — Exhibits include dioramas, a
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an
old-time kitchen. 204 S. Main, Pasadena.
Call 713-472-0565 for tours.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See
Thursday noon notice.
1:30 — 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance
— at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E.
League City Parkway volunteers teach
lessons with a different dance rhythm
each month. Call 281-554-1180.
6 p.m. New Directions Singles — Age 55
and older meets for a potluck dinner with
activities and/or guest speakers at
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W.
NASA Parkway. Call 832-715-9658.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 — Meets at
IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Call 281-488-2923.
7 p.m. AA - St. Luke’s Group, 12-Step
Recovery, open meeting in the Education
Bldg. in room 4, at 11011 Hall Rd. Call
832-725-8479 or 281-309-2801.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) —
#0683 chapter meets at the Friendswood

Methodist Church, 110 N Friendswood

Dr. in the educational bldg., room 201.

Call 832-858-4617 or 713-875-8820.

7 p.m. NA — See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, APRIL 11

7 a.m. AA — “Breakfast With Bill” See

Thursday’s notice.

9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and

Museum — See Monday’s notice.

10:00 a.m. CCART - The Clear Creek

Association of Retired Teachers meets at

the Bay Area Community Center, 5002

NASA Parkway. Texas-retired school

employees from surrounding school dis-

tricts welcome.

10:30 a.m. Tri County Republican

Women — General meeting will be held at

Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country Club

Dr. Lunch available for $15. Exact cash or

a check requested. To RSVP, visit www.tri

countyrw.club/ or call 832-250-8901.

11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church

— See Sunday’s notice.

Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See

Thursday noon notice.

6:30 — 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston

Toastmasters — The Southeast Houston

Toastmasters Club meets in person. Visit

southeasthouston.toastmastersclub.org

or call 281-467-1880.

7 p.m. NA — See Friday’s notice.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12

7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With

Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.

Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See
Thursday notice.
12:30 p.m. — 2:30 p.m. Hometown

Heroes Humpday Dance — at Hometown
Heroes Park. Casual ballroom dancing
offered. Call 281-554-1180.

7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church —
See Sunday'’s notice.

7 p.m. NA — See Friday’s notice.

8 p.m. AA — See Friday’s notice.

LEADER HELP WANTED

READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks;
Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time

and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs

and LVNSs. If you want to work in a

FREE « FREE * FREE
FREE MULCH You haul
away. Call 281-733-0788.

4-6

GARAGE SALE
12314 ASTORIA BLVD.
Fri. & Sat., April 7 & 8, 8
a.m. - 2 p.m. Children’s &

FENCES.
and repair,

repair and

406-0183.

ALL SEASON WOOD
Installation
interior &
exterior painting, drywall
installation
and pressure washing.
Free estimates. Call 832-

dynamic and fulfilling team
environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

We offer competitive pay rates
and benefits.

Looking for professional, energetic, bilingual
(spanish) individuals to fill in part-time positions!

We do backgroung checks on everyone!

or email: drjohnbanda@gmail.com

South Belt Wellness and Injury Center

Join Our Team!

No experience required.

Call us at 281-484-5500

Please stop by and complete an

application at 5020 Space Center
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800

6-1

women’s clothes (like

new), portable bbq grill, MAN. Light electrical, RREEEICLEMu
suitcases and misc. plumbing & painting, repair technician
items. 4-6 replace/repair. No Job needed

MISCELLANEOUS

South Belt
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all your printing needs
11555 Beamer 281-484-4337

GULF TEX REMODELING

Residential & Commercial « Insured
Kitchens ¢ Baths ¢ Plumbing * Painting * Sheetrock ¢ Flooring
Patios » Concrete * Fences * Commercial Design & Build Out
Serving Houston for over 25 years

Free

832'891 '461 o Estimates

Flood Disaster
Specialist

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

¢ All Tax Preparations
e Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
* Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4134

N mm == COUPON "= == m=m

. |
$ FOUNDATION REPAIR
ZJQQ)OQ':F OR SEWER REPAIR |

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
N N N BN BN B B .

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-52417 &

FREE ESTIMATES _F_

mnﬂr

=]

2021 LONE STAR roll-off

CARPENTER/ HANDY-

Too Small. 281-948-8887.

6-1 | Flexible hours full or part

dump trailer includes 14
yard bin. Works great,
blue title in hand. $17,000
OBO. Serious inquiries
only. Call 832-606-1074.

4-20

Free

SERVICE

PRESSURE WASHING!
Estimates.
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates!

time. Paid vacation and
holidays.

Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up

Call

6-1

LAWN & GARDEN

with experience.
832-671-0978

Part-Time Office Staff/Assistant

Looking for individual with computer &

Salary is commensurate with abilities.
Send resume with current phone number to:

Wanted

Located in the South Belt Area

verbal skills

Detail oriented, needs experience
with Outlook, Access & Word

Small Office with
Flexible Hours: Mon. - Thur.

worker.needed101 @ gmail.com

Turn those unwanted

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal + Tree Topping * Trimming
* Thinning Out « Elevating * Stump Grinding
¢ Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 832'660'3622 We will work with you

Licensed, Insured,

“ADRIANS-
\Q\EE"SEBVJ CES .Cop

Affordable
¢ Free Estimates ¢
Professional Trimming,

Shaping, R I, G
713-501-0184 gy

items in your garage and
closets into cash. Bring ads
into the Leader office by
Tuesday or use the mail
slot by the front door.
[ 1555 Beamer

281-481-5656
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to a 10-2 second-place finish.

WV Fdm e g o

JFD’s Myers picks college, stays local w

Dobie Class of 2023 senior, first-team All-District girls’ basketball player
and All-Academic team honoree Aubree Myers, shown above at left with
her mother, Cassy Burton, will continue her education and playing career at
North American University after signing a letter of intent with the Stallions.
North American University is based in Houston and competes in the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics. Myers was part of Dobie’s District
22-6A championship squad in 2021-2022 and then helped this season’s squad
Action photo by Donna Alsdorf

IGH SC}H

Lutheran South Academy star basketball player Makynna Robbins (5)
was named a Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools 5A All-
State first-team selection after logging 21 double-doubles (points/rebounds)
during the 2022-2023 season. An All-State Academic honoree, the junior
also eclipsed 1,000 career points scored during the season. Robbins aver-
aged 17.6 points and 14.2 rebounds per game.

—

Camryn Dickson, a Class of 2022 Clear Brook High School graduate, has
gotten off to a fast start for the Texas A&M women’s track and field team as
she was named the Southeastern Conference Freshman of the Week for the
final week of March after winning the 200 in a personal best time of 23.20
seconds and joining her 4x100 relay teammates for the win in the event at
44.10 at the Victor Lopez Invitational at the University of Houston.

CB’s Castillo
is tabchoops
all-region

At left, Clear Brook
sophomore Rezia Castil-
lo, the two-time District
24-6A Most Valuable
Player in the varsity
girls’ basketball ranks,
has been honored by
tabchoops.org  (Texas
Association of Basket-
ball Coaches) as a mem-
ber of its All-Region
III team. Those joining
Castillo include Lyric
Barr of Katy, Madison
Bob of Hightower, Paige
Bonner of Pearland,
Justice Carlton of Sev-
en Lakes, Cy-Creek’s
Amari Chambers, Ja-
cei Denley of Beaumont
Westbrook, Aniyah Foy
of Cinco Ranch, Na-
taliyah Gray of Alief
Taylor, Rylee Grays of
Pearland, Riley McClo-
skey of Memorial, Zach-
ara Perkins of Summer
Creek, Kameryn Phil-
lips of Shadow Creek,
Nikki Polocheck of
Memorial, Summer
Creek’s Jorynn Ross,
Olivia Shook of Cy
Ridge, Macy Spencer
of Tompkins, Andrea
Studivant of Fort Bend
Austin, Jersey Village’s

Ja’Nya Thomas and
Melinda Winston of
Alief Hastings.

LSA’s
Baumann
to St. Edward’s
baseball
program

Lutheran South Acad-
emy senior outfielder
Trey Baumann will con-
tinue his education and
baseball career at St. Ed-
ward’s University in Aus-
tin after signing a letter
of intent with the Hilltop-
pers. Thus far in 2023, the
Hilltoppers spent several
weeks in the NCAA Divi-
sion II national rankings.
The Hilltoppers compete
in the Lone Star Confer-
ence. In 2022, Baumann
helped Lutheran South
win the regional title and
play in the Texas Associ-
ation of Private and Pa-
rochial Schools 5A state
semifinals.

LA THEERAN SOUTH ATHLETISH

TIREY BAUMAMNMN

|

JFD netters Figueroa, Ortiz advance

Junior Leslie Figueroa
and playing partner, senior
Dominic Ortiz, will repre-
sent Dobie as the Region
III Spring Tennis Cham-
pionships play out April
11-12 at Deer Park High
School.

The Longhorns were
involved in three playback
matches in all as regional
berths hung in the bal-
ance. Figueroa and Ortiz
emerged.

“All of the kids gave
a great effort, and Leslie

and Dominic advanced as
the No. 4 seeds (when play
began),” said Dobie head
coach Manuel Moreno Jr.

“I am proud of all of
our kids for giving their
all, and giving themselves
a chance to advance.”

Texas Invitational basketball tournament founder Meador joins HOF

Editor’s Note: The
following is the eighth of
nine weekly features rec-
ognizing the Class of 2023
Pasadena ISD Athletics
Hall of Fame inductees.

In the April 13 issue of
the Leader, the 1981 Do-
bie state championship
track and field team will
be featured.

By Al Carter

PISD Hall of Fame

An eager participant
in athletic and academic
endeavors in high school,
Ben Meador has left an in-
delible mark in all phases
of life in the Pasadena area
through his affiliations
with various community

and business organiza-
tions.
But, most especially,

with the many initiatives
he has undertaken on be-

half of the Pasadena ISD.

In 1999, he founded the
McDonald’s Texas Invita-
tional Basketball Tourna-
ment, now a high school
sports institution in and
around Pasadena, across
Houston and across the
state.

The tournament, one of
the largest preseason high
school tournaments in the
nation, has raised an es-

[

In 1999, Ben Meador (right) and his wife, Janice, founded the McDonald’s Tex-
as Invitational Basketball Tournament, now a high school sports institution in
and around Pasadena, across Houston and across the state.

timated $3 million since
its launch, with most of
the proceeds going to the
Pasadena ISD Education
Foundation.

Tournament organizers
proudly — and accurately
— proclaim that the road
to the state tournament
“starts here.”

But the event’s own
road to success started
with Meador, who held
the position of tournament
chairman from its incep-
tion until 2015, when
he turned the reins over
to former Pasadena ISD
Superintendent Dr. Kirk
Lewis.

Meador, a 1957 Pasa-
dena High graduate, will
be one of eight individuals
inducted into the Pasade-
na ISD Athletics Hall of
Fame at a gala banquet on
April 20 at the Pasadena
Convention Center. Seven
of the inductees are be-
ing recognized for either
their athletic or coaching
achievements.

Special recognition will
also be given to the 1981

state champion Dobie
track team.

Meador’s selection
notes his “meritorious

community support” — his
many years of devoting
time and resources for the
benefit of Pasadena ISD
students and for his ini-
tiative in organizing and
maintaining the McDon-
ald’s Texas Invitational.
Under Meador’s lead-
ership, the tournament
rapidly grew into a broad-

rating the efforts of 300
volunteers.

As the chairman and
CEO of Meador Staffing
Services, Meador used
many of his own corporate
resources to ensure proper
planning and staging of
the tournament.

Meador’s apprecia-
tion for organization and
versatility were evident
during his school days at

Pasadena High.

He played football and
basketball — and his se-
nior year participated as
a member of the Eagles’
state championship track
squad. He also served as
sports editor of the school
yearbook.

Meador was a main-
stay on student council, a
junior class favorite and
even a class “good-look-

er” as a sophomore.

Shortly before gradua-
tion, Meador was chosen
for the school’s highest
honor — Mr. PHS.

After graduating from
Lamar University in 1962
with a degree in business
administration, Meador
went to work for Diamond
Shamrock as a staffing di-
rector.

In 1968 he established

H
i1

based community event A 1957 graduate of Pasadena High School, Ben Meador founded Meador Staff-

featuring 80 boys’

girls’ teams and incorpo- the Pasadena ISD Athletics Hall of Fame April 20.

and ing Services and remains chairman and CEO today. He will be inducted into

PISD Athletics Hall of Fame
2023 Induction Banquet

April 20, Pasadena Convention Center

what  would become
Meador Staffing Services.
The firm now maintains
offices in Clear Lake, Deer
Park, Pearland and The
Woodlands, as well as its
corporate office in Pasade-
na.

Meador’s service to the
local community includes
two terms as president of
the Pasadena Chamber of
Commerce and three years
as a member of the San
Jacinto College board of
trustees.

He was a founding
member of the South East
Economic  Development
Council, now known as
the Houston Port Alli-
ance.

Meador also served as
chairman of the Pasadena

Second Century Corpora-
tion, the city’s $4 billion

economic  development
board.
In 1991, he was rec-

ognized by the Pasadena
Chamber of Commerce
as the city’s Citizen of the
Year. And in 2000, he was
named a Distinguished
Alumnus by the Pasadena
ISD.

Semiretired, Meador
and wife Janice now make
their home in the Bry-
an-College Station area.

For details on tickets
and other event details,
contact Kathy Richardson
at the Pasadena ISD Edu-
cation Foundation office,
by phone: 713-740-0246,
or email: KRichardson@
pasadenaisd.org.
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