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Graduation location changes

Families of Pasadena ISD graduates should
know that all 2026 graduation ceremonies have
moved from NRG Stadium to the University of
Houston-Fertitta Center due to the upcoming
World Cup soccer tournament. Due to limited
seating, tickets will be required for entry.

Pasadena ISD’s graduation ceremonies are
scheduled to take place Thursday, May 21, and
Friday, May 22. For additional information,
visit www.pasadenaisd.org/graduation.

See the Leader’s 2026 graduation issue
Thursday, May 21.

Sagemont to meet May 5

The Sagemont Civic Club will hold a meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 5, at The Gardens,
12001 Beamer at Hughes. All Sagemont res-
idents/homeowners are invited to attend. The
meetings typically take place the first Tuesday
of each month. For additional information, call
Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbour at
713-419-3545.

HPD’s PIP set for May 18

The Houston Police Department’s Positive
Interaction Program will meet at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, May 18, at Grace Church, 14505 Gulf
Freeway, Classroom No. 103. Guest speaker to
be announced.

Begun in 1983, HPD’s PIP involves police
and community members working together for
safer neighborhoods. PIP meetings typically
take place the third Monday of each month. For
additional information, contact HPD Officer C.
Castillo at castillo@houstonpolice.org or 832-
395-17717.

New Covenant feeds needy

Each month, New Covenant Christian
Church, 10603 Blackhawk at Kirkfair, will
have food distribution events the first and third
Wednesday from 1 to 2 p.m. and the second
and fourth Saturday of the month from noon
to 1 p.m. or until supplies last. The purpose of
the events is to provide food to people in need.
For additional information, contact the church
at 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable

Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry
Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes
Road at Beamer, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each
Thursday morning as part of the weekly Coffee
with the Constable series.

For additional information, call Sagemont
Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 713-419-
3545.

Beltway closures planned

At least one northbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from Spencer
Highway to Greenshadow Drive continuous-
ly through 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31.

At least one southbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from Pasadena
Boulevard to Fairmont Parkway continuous-
ly through 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31.

At least one southbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from SH-225 to
Red Bluff Road continuously through 11:30
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 31.

Ellington eRecycling set

The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, May 9, at
the Neighborhood Recycling Center at Elling-
ton Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Recycling electronics keeps potentially
harmful materials, such as mercury, cadmi-
um, lead and cathode ray tubes out of the waste
stream and the environment.

Items accepted are PCs, servers, keyboards,
mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, small
kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs and
routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax ma-
chines, projectors, rechargeable batteries, ca-
ble boxes, car batteries, telephones, cellphones,
PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables
and cameras.

The collection events take place the second
Saturday of each month. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.houstonsolidwaste.org or
call 311.

Gulf Freeway closures set

At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from SH 96/
Calder/Brittany Bay in League City to FM
519/Main Street in La Marque daily from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5
a.m. until further notice.

At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed from Deats Road in Dick-
inson to FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access in
Texas City from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further
notice.

At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM
519/Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive
in Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until
further notice.

The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway
from three to five lanes in each direction and
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in
each direction.

Local school, MUD elections set for May 2

Clear Creek ISD, Clear Brook City MUD to elect new board members

Clear Brook City MUD residents and select
Clear Creek ISD voters will take to the polls Sat-
urday, May 2, to see who will fill multiple key
positions.

Clear Creek ISD voters will decide who will
serve in the Position 2 and Position 3 seats. Only
voters who live in those districts may participate
as they are single-member positions, rather than
at-large. Both districts are located east of the
Gulf Freeway (see map). Boundary information
is available through CCISD’s interactive map at
ccisd.net/elections/boundaries.

Vying for the Position 2 seat are incumbent
Jamieson Mackay and challenger Ernest A. Hall-

man II.

Competing for the Position 3 seat are incum-
bent Arturo Sanchez and challenger Gabriel F.
Gonzales II.

Terms are three years.

Voters must cast a ballot at their assigned lo-
cation on Election Day. Assigned locations are
determined by the county precinct the voter re-
sides in.

For additional information or to see a list of
polling locations, visit ccisd.net/elections.

See related questionnaire on Page 2.

Clear Brook City MUD voters will decide
who will occupy the Position 4 and Position 5
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Local residents head to polls

Local voters will head to the polls Saturday, May 2, to decide who will fill key positions in
Clear Brook City MUD and Clear Creek ISD. Clear Creek ISD voters will select who will
serve in the Position 2 and Position 3 seats, while Clear Brook City MUD voters will decide
who will occupy the Position 4 and Position 5 seats. Voters are shown in line at Clear Brook
City MUD to cast their ballots before early voting closed on Tuesday, April 28.

Clear Creek ISD hosts AI Hackathon

Nearly 200 CCISD students take part in inaugural event

Nearly 200 Clear Creek ISD students in
grades 5-8 took part in the inaugural CCISD Al
Hackathon April 11 — one of the first K-12 Al
events of its kind in the world.

Throughout the event, students worked in
teams to tackle real-world challenges in health
care, financial literacy and education, creating
Al-powered games and solutions designed to
make a difference in their families, schools and
communities. Students participated in guided
build sessions, where they refined their ideas
and strengthened their projects before present-
ing them to a panel of judges and an audience of
families and community members.

“Seeing students use Al as a creative tool to
support coding was incredibly exciting,” said
Laura Mackay, CCISD coordinator for inno-
vative programs. “Our students came with big
ideas, and in a traditional coding environment,
many of those visions would have required ex-
tensive experience to bring to life. By using Al
to support the coding process, students were
able to turn their ideas into reality in a matter of

minutes, which opened the door for even greater
creativity and innovation,” she added.

The hackathon gave students hands-on expe-
rience with artificial intelligence while showing
how emerging technologies are shaping indus-
tries such as health care, finance and education.
The event also brought together educators, in-
dustry professionals and community partners to
support student learning and innovation.

Houston Methodist served as the presenting
sponsor, leading the health care challenge and
supporting mentoring and judging alongside
Wellby Financial and CCISD representatives.
Their involvement, along with the support of
sponsor Wellby Financial and partners Austin
Christian University, Gloo and Quite Uncom-
mon, helped make the day a meaningful and in-
spiring experience for students.

Clear Creek ISD plans to continue and ex-
pand upon this event each year, offering more
opportunities to explore emerging technolo-
gies in responsible, relevant and future-focused
ways.

City, county launch joint health hub

New hub allows residents to monitor local health data

Harris County Public Health (HCPH) and the
Houston Health Department (HHD) recently an-
nounced the launch of the Houston-Harris Coun-
ty Joint Public Health Data and Reporting Hub.

This new online resource brings together im-
portant health data for the region in one place,
making health information more easily accessi-
ble.

The site features interactive dashboards and
reports from both departments, covering health
topics affecting people across Houston and
Harris County. The dashboards present data in
straightforward charts and visuals, while the re-
ports provide insight into the health of Harris
County communities, recent trends, actions be-
ing taken to address health challenges and rec-
ommendations for community partners.

Users can find reports and dashboards on a
variety of public health priorities, including the
following:

— Infectious diseases and emerging threats

— Environmental health and climate impacts

— Injury and violence prevention

— Maternal and child health

— Chronic disease

— Community health assessments and strate-
gic planning

“Providing clear health information to the
community is one of our core responsibilities as

public health strategists,” said Leah Barton, ex-
ecutive director of Harris County Public Health.
“This hub makes health data more easily avail-
able to the public, researchers, and local partners,
helping people understand health issues and take
action based on data. We're thrilled to be col-
laborating even more closely with the Houston
Health Department to build a more comprehen-
sive picture of the health of Houston and Harris
County.”

“When people can see and understand the
facts, they’re empowered to make informed de-
cisions for themselves and their families,” added
Dr. Theresa Tran, director of the Houston Health
Department. “Removing barriers to better health
includes providing access to clear, reliable in-
formation. This joint initiative is about putting
real data, not opinions or speculation, directly
into the hands of our community. That’s how
we build healthier communities, through knowl-
edge, transparency and trust.”

This joint effort highlights the ongoing collab-
oration between HCPH and HHD and supports
the use of data to inform decisions, strengthen
programs, and improve community health.

For additional information or to explore the
dashboards and reports, visit www.houston
consumer.org/houston-harris-county-joint-pub
lic-health-data-reporting-initiative.

seats.

Campaigning for the Position 4 seat are in-
cumbent Jim Towey and challenger Karen Rich-
ards McMillan.

Position 5 incumbent Jim Bishop is not seek-
ing re-election.

Jockeying to replace him are Delfina (Fina)
Govea, Dawn McDonald and Yen Rabe.

Election Day voting will take place at the
Clear Brook City MUD office at 11911 Black-

hawk Blvd.

Voting hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Pasadena ISD, Sagemeadow MUD and Kirk-
mont MUD are not holding elections this cycle.

Correction: Last week’s Leader reported that
Pasadena ISD elections take place in November
of odd-numbered years when they actually occur
in May of odd-numbered years, with the next one
taking place in May 2027. The Leader apologizes
about any confusion.

Clear Creek ISD

Board of
Trustee

District
Map

Clear Creek ISD

Annual cleanup to beautify community
Local groups, volunteers gear up for May 2 South Belt Cleanup

Multiple local groups are coming together
Saturday, May 2, in an effort to beautify the com-
munity, as the annual South Belt Cleanup is set
to take place for its fourth consecutive year.

“South Belt’s strength is its people,” said
Kay Barbour, president of the Sagemont Civic
Club, one of the event’s chief organizers, along
with Knights of Columbus Council 9201. “Every
piece of litter picked up represents a volunteer
who cares deeply about this community. These
cleanup efforts aren’t just about beautification
— they’re about pride, connection and shared re-
sponsibility. With the continued support of our
local organizations, businesses and residents,
we’re not only keeping South Belt clean — we’re
building a stronger, more united community for
everyone.”

The annual cleanup continues to grow in size
each year, attracting many other major partners.

In recent years, the event has expanded be-
yond the local civic club to Knights Council to
now include Pasadena ISD, Harris County Pre-
cinct 2, City of Houston Solid Waste Depart-
ment, Southeast Volunteer Fire Department. M
& D (Ace ) Hardware, Food Town, B&L Lock

and Safe, the Leader and others.

Additionally, organizers are expecting ap-
proximately 250 volunteers to take part in this
year’s cleanup.

Volunteers will clean up from the Gulf Free-
way to Blackhawk, east to west, and from Fuqua
to FM 1959/Dixie Farm Road, north to south.
Volunteers will not clean Dixie Farm Road out of
safety concerns. The thoroughfares encompass an
area approximately 6.25-square miles in size.

Organizers are currently seeking volunteers.
All supplies will be provided and lunch (ham-
burgers and hot dogs) will be served by the
Knights of Columbus following the event. No
open-toe shoes will be allowed. While volunteers
are encouraged to register in advance, walk-ups
will be welcomed.

The cleanup will begin at 8 a.m. at Bever-
ly Hills Intermediate, located at 11111 Beamer.
Volunteers who have not preregistered are asked
to arrive early.

For additional information or to register as
a volunteer, see related ad on Page 7 or contact
event organizer Mike Work at mrwork2 @att.net
or 832-338-5156.

Resident arrested following naked chase
Apprehended suspect employed as Spring ISD teacher

A Sagemont resident — and Spring ISD teach-
er — made headlines this past week when he fled
on foot from police in a residential neighborhood
while naked from the waist down.

According to the Houston Police Department
officials, patrol officers were on Milam Street
downtown the evening of Friday, April 17, when

they spotted a black Volkswagen Atlas speeding
and going through several red lights. Police said
the suspect then began driving the wrong direc-

tion on Main Street.
Police activated their emergency lights and at-
tempted to conduct a traffic stop on the vehicle,
Continued on Page 2

Sagemont house being raised

Harvey.

A house on Sageleaf near Beamer and Hall Road is being raised by roughly 5 feet,
presumably to avoid high water in the flood-prone portion of Sagemont. Several other
properties in the area have been purchased as part of county buyouts due to repeat-
ed flooding. At least one home in the area was rebuilt by the state following Hurricane

Photo by David Flickinger
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In My Opinion

Deaths

Why local elections

matter

After walking over 21,000 steps yes-
terday (about 11 miles) throughout our
neighborhoods to remind people about
the current MUD election that Dawn Mc-
Donald and Jim Towey are running in,
something really stood out to me: a lot
of people are simply apathetic (not pa-
thetic) when it comes to grassroots, lo-
cal elections such as MUD/water district

board elections.

Many didn’t come to the door at all,
letting their doorbell cameras handle
it. Others answered but clearly weren’t
interested. They took the candidate/
election information handout just to be
polite, but you could tell they wanted to
end the conversation as quickly as pos-
sible. Most of those handouts will like-
ly end up in the trash, treated like junk
mail without giving it a second thought.
Some say, “Oh, we'll be there to vote,”
and then don’t show up. Granted, peo-
ple are busy. They have lives and family
and other obligations and plans, but it
takes 5-10 minutes, especially during
early voting, and then they will most like-
ly forget when the election date comes
around to go vote. One person even told
me he’s lived here for over 40 years and
has never voted—not once. Most likely
because, if it's not a major election like
president or governor, and doesn’t see

the point.

Il admit, for most of my adult life, es-
pecially when | was raising my daugh-
ter and living in an apartment, | wasn’t
very tuned into these smaller elections
either. | always voted in primaries and
general elections because that was my

dent of our civic club when | was grow-
ing up, so that sense of responsibility

was always there, even if | didn’t fully
understand the impact at the time.

That's changed over the past few
years, especially living with Dawn and
seeing how involved she is in local and
state politics through her work. What I've
learned is that these “small” elections
actually have real consequences Even
if you're happy with how things are now,
choosing not to participate isn’t a neu-
tral decision. If you stay home and don’t

vote, someone with very different prior-

vote.

ed

civic duty, something | learned from my

parents. My dad was actually the presi-

ities can step in and make changes—
whether that’s higher taxes, increased
water rates, or decisions that impact the
community in ways you might not like.
You may not want to be involved in
politics, and that's absolutely ok, but
at least let your voice be heard and go

These local races may not get the
headlines, but they shape the day-to-
day reality of where we live. That alone
makes them worth paying attention to.

And the encouraging part is this: it
doesn’t take a massive effort to make
a real difference. Just a few minutes of
your time can help shape the future of
your neighborhood in a positive way Ev-
ery vote truly does count in elections
like these, and when more of us show
up, our communities become stronger,
more connected, and better represent-

If you live in Clear Brook City MUD
please vote for Dawn McDonald for
Clear Brook MUD and Jim Towey for
Clear Brook City M U D.

Election date is Saturday, May 2nd
from 7am to 7pm at the Clear Brook City
MUD building at 11911 Blackhawk.

Brian Lambert

Clear Brook City MUD resident.

Resident cuffed following naked chase
Suspect employed as Spring ISD middle school teacher

Continued from Page 1
but the driver — later iden-
tified as Tyler Canada — re-
fused to stop, and a chase
ensued.

According to authorities,
Canada, 32, was able to lose
police during the chase, but
officers were able to locate
the vehicle in the driveway
of his Sagemont home.

When police attempted
to make contact with Cana-
da at his residence, he then
fled on foot, allegedly run-
ning down his street nude
from the waist down.

Police  officers  were
eventually able to catch up

with the fleeing suspect, but
Canada reportedly resisted
arrest, prompting the offi-
cers to tase him. Once sub-

Tyler Canada

dued, police were able to
successfully apprehend the
suspect.

According to court re-
cords, Canada was charged
with felony evading arrest
with a vehicle and a misde-
meanor charge of evading
arrest on foot. He has no
prior arrest history.

Court records indicate
Canada is a theater arts
teacher at Claughton Mid-
dle School in the Spring In-
dependent School District.

At press time, the status
of Canada’s employment
with the school district was
unclear.

Community Market at The Gardens Houston

The South Belt Community Market at The Gardens Houston, 12001 Beamer Rd, is
scheduled for Sunday, May 3 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Exhibitors, crafters and small busi-
nesses from South Belt and surrounding areas will sell, display merchandise and promote
services. The event is to open to the public. Vendor paces are available including no-cost
booths for kidpreneurs. For additional information, call or text Sagemont Civic Club
President Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545.

Local library events set

In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the build-
ing to browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check
out holds. For information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/ or call 832-393-2580. Hours
are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon - 8 p.m.;
Fridays, 1 - 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.

The following events are scheduled for Bracewell Library:

Thursday, April 30, 4 — 5 p.m. Living English lessons. Registration required.

Saturday, May 2, 2 — 4 p.m. Saturdays at HPL. Registration required.

Monday, May 4, 10:15 — 11:15 a.m. Bring family to storytime. Registration required.

Tuesday, May. 5, 4 — 5 p.m. Join family STEM. Registration required.

Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop

The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to
provide online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or
laptops should not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library

Parker Williams Library is at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Customers are encouraged to visit
the building to browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and
check out holds. Hours are Monday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wednes-
day, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday, 1- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5
p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for more infor-
mation. One can also visit social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary
and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library:

Thursday, April 30, 10 — 11 a.m. Libby app audiobook book club.

Thursday, April 30, 10:15 — 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.

Friday, May 1, 1 — 3 p.m. Genealogy.

Friday, May 1, 4:30 — 5:15 p.m. Lego club.

Saturday, May 2, 10 a.m. — noon. Tai Chi.

Monday, May 4, Noon — 1:30 p.m. Basic computer classes with Harris County univer-
sal services. Registration required.

Monday, May 4, 1 —2:30 p.m. ESL conversation club. Registration required.

Monday, May 4, 4 — 5 p.m. Laser cutter orientation. Registration required.

Monday, May 4, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Tai Chi.

Tuesday, May 5, 10:15 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. Personas que corren con libros: Club de

lectura en Espanol.

Tuesday, May 5, 10:15 — 10:45 a.m. Babies and books.
Wednesday, May 6, Noon — 1 p.m. Family place workshop with free Children’s Mu-

seum passes.

Wednesday, May 6, 5 — 6 p.m. Kids paper lillies craft.
Wednesday, May 6, 6 — 7:30 p.m. Pathway to citizenship. Registration required.

— Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.

Online services

— Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.

net.

— Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
— Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic nov-

els.

— Stream classic films, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.

— Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.

— Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.

Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.
hepl.net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card.

For additional information, visit www.hcpl.net.
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Beth
Adell Northrup

Beth Adell Northrup, 63,
died peacefully in her sleep
surrounded by her family at
Houston Hospice on April 17,
2026. She fought a long and
courageous battle against mul-
tiple myeloma cancer for three
and a half years. She was born
on Feb. 27, 1963, to Roger
and Donna (Bisell) Northrup
in East Cleveland, Ohio. She
was the youngest of five chil-
dren.

Beth attended Painesville
City Schools in Painesville,
Ohio from kindergarten to
eighth grade. She and her
friend Gayle Burns Jones
went to school together from
kindergarten through gradua-
tion.

Beth was a very proud
graduate of The Andrews
School for Girls in Willough-
by, Ohio, graduating in 1981
where she met her best friend
Lauren Hartigan. They had
many fun adventures through-
out their four years of high
school, including a trip to
New York City.

Beth moved with her fam-
ily to Houston in 1982 where
they lived in the South Belt
area. Her first job was at C &
D Burger Shop where she met
her lifelong best friend Tam-
my Campbell Pues who was
always there for Beth no mat-
ter what. She loved Tammy so
much.

Beth attended San Jacin-
to College where she learned
data processing and Excel
which enabled her to work as
a bookkeeper in a law firm for

many years. She decided to go
back to school to earn a certifi-
cate in billing and coding. She
worked for many years for
Campbell Family Practice and
Internal Medicine. Then she
worked for One Behavioral
Health until her illness would
no longer allow her to work.

Beth was a member of First
United Methodist Church in
Pearland where she loved con-
temporary Christian music.

Beth loved watching mov-
ies, eating out in various
restaurants, shopping and at-
tending craft shows. She loved
making handcrafts especially
Diamond Dot projects.

Beth had a heart of gold
and was always willing to
help anyone in need. It was
very hard for her to ask for
help as her health declined.

The family would like
to extend heartfelt love and
thanks to Debbie and James
Gilbert, who helped Beth in
50 many ways over the years.
They could not have got-
ten through many hard times
without their help, love and
prayers.

The family also thanks
Tammie Harrison and her
husband Brandon for always
being there when they needed
some kind of help.

Beth is survived by her
brother Jim (Julie) Northrup,
sister Margie Remely, sis-
ter Darla (Steve Tippett)
Northrup, brother Lee
Northrup; niece Lisa (Greg)
Golden, nephews Jim II
(Betsey Rossman) Northrup
and Dono (Nicole) Tippett;
great-nephews Chester and
Greg Golden; great-nieces
Pippa and Tessa and Lottie
Northrup; her 10-year-old
Chihuahua Ollie, Chihuahua
mix Teddy; honorary sister
Debbie (James) Gilbert and
best friend Tammy (Manuel)
Campbell Pues and her fami-
ly.

She was preceded in death
by her parents and her brother-
in-law Mark Remely.

Beth did not like dark de-
pressing colors. Wear bright
colors to celebrate her life.

Visitation will be held Sat-
urday, May 16, from 10 to
11 am., followed by a me-

morial service in the sanctu-
ary at First United Methodist
Church, 2314 N. Grand Blvd.,
Pearland, Texas 77581.

Salam “Sal”
Hanna Boridy

Salam “Sal” Hanna Boridy,
85, of Houston, passed away
peacefully, surrounded by his
family, on Tuesday, April 21,
2026.

Sal was born on Jan. 12,
1941, in Dakar, Africa, and
grew up in Lebanon. He came

to the United States to com-
plete his studies, marry and
settle down. While living in the
South Belt area, he coached
youth soccer for many years.
He also enjoyed fishing, gar-
dening, smoking cigars and
spending time with family and
friends.

After retiring from the rail-
road, he cherished the extra
time he had to cook traditional
Lebanese dishes.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Hanna and Nas-
sima Boridy and his sister, Na-
jat Hindi.

He is survived by his sister,
Maha Mansoir; his children,
Nina Abrego and John Boridy;
his five grandchildren; his two
great-grandchildren; and many
nieces and nephews.

A viewing will be held
at Peevey Funeral Home on
Tuesday, April 28, from 5 to
8 p.m., with a rosary recited
at 6 p.m. A funeral Mass will
be held at St. Luke Catholic
Church on Wednesday, April
29, at 11 a.m., followed by in-
terment at Mount Olivet Cath-
olic Cemetery.

Clear Creek ISD candidates respond to questionnaire

Clear Creek ISD voters
will take to the polls Satur-
day, May 2, to decide who
will occupy the Position 2
and Position 3 seats. The
following is a questionnaire
conducted by the school
district to better inform res-
idents about the four can-
didates seeking the offices.
While the format of the re-
sponses has been adjusted to
match Leader style, the con-
tent is published unedited.
(See related story on Page 1.)

Position 2
Jamieson
Mackay

What motivated you to
want to be a CCISD school
board member?

I am deeply passionate
about CCISD and public edu-
cation. My family has benefit-
ed greatly from this district -
both of my daughters received
an outstanding  education
here, and my wife has built
her career in CCISD. I have
volunteered in the district for
more than 30 years, serving on
DEIC, bond committees, the
Education Foundation, Com-
munities In Schools, PTA, and
other organizations. I wanted
to give back in a meaningful
way, and during my first three-
year term, I have been grateful
for the opportunity to do so
through service on the Board
of Trustees.

What is your vision for
education in this communi-
ty?

My vision is that every
student receives a world-class
education from a district that is
locally controlled and closely
aligned with the unique needs
of our community. Every stu-
dent should graduate from
CCISD prepared to enroll in
higher education, enter mean-
ingful employment, or enlist to
serve our country in the armed
forces.

What do you feel are
CCISD’s  strengths and
weaknesses?

Our greatest strength is our
people. Every team member
I have met throughout my 30
years of involvement with
CCISD is passionate about
ensuring student success. We
have built a strong culture
where educators and staff can
thrive, and that directly bene-
fits our students.

One challenge we share
with public education systems
nationwide is the pace at which
we adapt to change. That said,
I am proud of the progress this
Board and administration have
made. A strong example is
the sixth-grade Launch class
- something that once might
have taken several years to
develop was implemented in a
single school year.

How would you go about
engaging the community in
the decision-making process
of the school board?

It starts with listening. Our
community should know they
can reach out to board mem-
bers at any time with ques-
tions, concerns, or feedback re-
garding decisions affecting the
district. Open communication
and accessibility are essential
to building trust and making
informed decisions.

Tell us something peo-
ple may not necessarily see
about you in your candidate
biography. What do you like
to do as a hobby?

I love fishing and spending
time on the beautiful water-
ways our community has to
offer. I moved here in 1993,
and it remains one of the best
decisions I have ever made.

Is there anything else you
would like the CCISD com-
munity to know about you
and your candidacy for the
CCISD school board?

It has been an honor and a
privilege to serve on the school
board for the past three years.
This is a responsibility I take
very seriously, and with your
continued support, you can be
assured that T will keep work-
ing tirelessly toward one sim-
ple goal: improving outcomes
for every student in CCISD.

Ernest A.
Hallman I1

What motivated you to
want to be a CCISD school
board member?

T'am currently a Special Ed-
ucation Teacher in HISD and
I have children in the CCISD
District. I see how the educa-
tion system is failing some
children and the mistakes that
are being made in educational
components. I have heard the
concerns of students, parents
and teachers. I would like the
opportunity to  collaborate
with like-minded people to try
and help concerns for all stu-
dents state wide. It starts with
CCISD and my own commu-
nity and children.

What is your vision for
education in this communi-
ty?

The vision of CCISD is to
empower every student with
a world-class education that
ignites passions, fosters cre-
ativity, and ensures they thrive
academically and emotionally.
My vision is to be sure to have
educators and parents buy into
this vision of CCISD to better
educate our children and en-
courage them to be leaders not
just in their schools or commu-
nities, but the world.

What do you feel are
CCISD strengths and weak-
nesses?

CCISD is a large district
with wonderful schools, pro-
grams and communities. These
are the strengths. I believe the
weakness lies in getting more
parents and the communities
to stand behind the work of
CCISD and getting parents
more involved in the success
of students.

How would you go about
engaging the community in
the decision-making process
of the school board?

I would like to try and en-
courage parents to talk to their
students and the teachers about
concerns and to give opinions
in changes that they thinks
should happen. Let’s make
sure they know when Board
meetings are and encourage
them to come. We can create
a forum to include parents
and actually listen to and ad-
dress concerns instead of just
hearing them. Let’s do more
to reach members of our com-
munity and let them know our
concerns and how we would
like to address them. Let’s
have a “open door” policy
for not just staff members but
community members also.

Tell us something that
people may not necessarily
see about you in your can-
didate biography? What do
you like to do as a hobby?

As a hobby I like to hunt
and I am an avid reader.

Is there anything else you
would like the CCISD com-
munity to know about you
and your candidacy for the
CCISD school board?

My goal is not just to help
the CCISD community but to
help all students of all local
districts as well. In my vision
this can be done if we excel in
state of the arts programs and
education, others will want to
know why CCISD is so great
and what steps we took to get it
right!

Position 3

Gabriel F.
Gonzales 11

What motivated you to
want to be a CCISD school
board member?

As a proud product of
Clear Creek ISD, this district
helped shape who I am today.
I attended Weber, Brook-
wood, and Wedgewood Ele-
mentary, Webster Intermedi-
ate, Brookside Intermediate,
and Clear Brook High School.
CCISD didn’t just educate me
— it helped raise me.

Today, as a teacher, I see
education from both sides:
as a former CCISD student
and as someone working in
classrooms every day. I un-
derstand the pressures teach-
ers face, the concerns parents
have, and the challenges stu-
dents bring with them.

I’'m running because I
believe our school board
benefits from having some-
one who understands educa-
tion from the inside. I want
to ensure decisions always
prioritize students, support
teachers, and preserve the
strong tradition of excellence
CCISD is known for.

This community invested in
me. Running for school board
is my way of giving back.

What is your vision for
education in this communi-
ty?

My vision is to keep
CCISD strong academical-
ly while making sure every
student feels safe, supported,
and prepared for their future.

That means: I also believe
student safety includes emo-
tional safety. Through my
work supporting domestic vi-
olence awareness programs, [
have seen how outside chal-
lenges can impact student
success. Schools must be
places where students feel
secure, supported, and able to
focus on learning.

Education works best when
we educate the whole child.

Supporting academic excel-
lence; Supporting and retain-
ing great teachers; Maintain-
ing safe schools; Expanding
career and college readiness;
Strengthening partnerships be-
tween schools and families.

What do you feel are

CCISD  strengths and
weaknesses?
CCISD’s  strengths in-

clude: Like many districts,
challenges include: I believe
solutions start with listening.
When educators, parents, and
the community are part of
conversations, better deci-
sions happen.

Strong academic perfor-
mance; Dedicated educators
and staff; Community pride in
schools; Strong extracurricu-
lar programs; College and ca-

reer readiness opportunities;
Teacher retention; Supporting
student mental health; Main-
taining strong communication
with families; Meeting the
needs of a diverse and grow-
ing student population.

How would you go about
engaging the community in
the decision-making pro-
cess of the school board?

I Dbelieve engagement
starts with being present and
approachable.

I would. I believe lead-
ership means listening first.
The best board members are
those who stay connected to
the people they serve.

Attend school and com-
munity events; Host listening
opportunities; Maintain open
communication with families
and staff; Encourage con-
structive feedback; Be trans-
parent about decisions.

Tell us something that
people may not necessarily
see about you in your can-
didate biography? What do
you like to do as a hobby?

Many people know me
as a teacher, but they may
not know how much I enjoy
community advocacy and
writing. I write about educa-
tion and ways communities
can support students.

I also enjoy history re-
search, reading, and connect-
ing real-world lessons to what
students experience today.

I also support domestic vi-
olence awareness efforts be-
cause I believe safe families
help create successful students.

And on a lighter note, I am
known for my “Gonzales Cat
Team,” which I use to con-
nect with students and fami-
lies in positive and fun ways.
Education should be serious
work, but we should never
lose the human connection
that makes schools special.

Is there anything else
you would like the CCISD
community to know about
you and your candidacy for
the CCISD school board?

I want the community to
know I am running as an edu-
cator and lifelong member of
this community.

I understand CCISD not
just from data, but from lived
experience as a student, educa-
tor, and community member.

I believe in: Students first;
Supporting educators; Com-
munity trust; Responsible
leadership; Safe learning en-
vironments.

Most importantly: I am
not running for politics; I am
running for students.

Arturo
Sanchez

ent partnership with parents
and taxpayers to ensure our
“Vision 2030’ becomes a real-
ity for every child.

What do you feel are
CCISD strengths and weak-
nesses?

Strengths: Our dedicated
employees, engaged families,
and a legacy of innovation,
evidenced by our Vision 2030
and STREAM of Innovation
initiatives.

Weaknesses (Areas for
Growth): Even as a high-per-
forming district, we must
continuously challenge our
thinking and assumptions,
to address the ‘broken’ state
funding formula and deferred
repairs to aging district in-
frastructure. We must also
continue to strengthen our
support and engagement for
families and students requir-
ing special student services.

How would you go about
engaging the community in
the decision-making process
of the school board?

I will continue to be visible
at events, programs, showcas-
es, performances, competi-
tions, and ceremonies across
the district —listening to
students, teachers, staff, and
families, and engaging with
parents to ensure board deci-
sions reflect our community’s
actual values and needs.

Tell us something that
people may not necessarily
see about you in your can-
didate biography? What do
you like to do as a hobby?

I was nearly killed by a
drunk driver in 1994, an ex-
perience I would not wish on

anyone. The accident shaped
my perspective on life’s goals,
purpose, and just how fast
plans can change. Thanks
to LifeFlight emergency re-
sponse, incredible medical
professionals, the care and
love of my family and friends,
a strong faith, and my ability
to maintain a positive mind-
set I made a full recovery.
I love fishing and spending
time with my family. My list
of hobbies was longer before
family, graduate school, work,
and board service!

Is there anything else you
would like the CCISD com-
munity to know about you
and your candidacy for the
CCISD school board?

My wife Jayme and I in-
tentionally chose to raise
and educate our children in
CCISD. My work through
the years, in our schools’
PTAs, countless district com-
mittees, and especially serv-
ing as Trustee on the board,
is a direct extension of being
a CCISD parent. After al-
most nine years on the board,
I've learned that effective
leadership requires a com-
mitment to student achieve-
ment, informed by data and
the expertise of our talented
employees. I am committed
to the difficult, transparent
decision-making that keeps
our district a ‘District of
Choice’ while protecting our
taxpayer’s investment in our
schools. I've been proud to
serve nearly 39,000 students/
families and 5,000 employ-
ees. I would appreciate your
vote to continue that work.

Gibson Insurance

J

For ol your Insurance needs

Specializing in Auto, Home, Commercial,
Life and Recreational Vehicle insurance for
the South Belt Community since 1980.

« Farmers « Foremost « Bristol West « Hagerty

« Progressive « Mercury and many more
Now offering Motor Sports insurance  Drag Racing
« Circle Track « Road Racing

713-941-3221

Jeffrey@jeftreylgibsoninsurance.com

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Catholic Church

11011 Hall Rd.

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Sunday

Tuesday & Thursday

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Monday, Wednesday & Friday

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)

5:30 p.m.

8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*

1 p.m. Misa en Espanol*
9 a.m.

7 p-m.

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251
Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord
in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

What motivated you to
want to be a CCISD school
board member?

CCISD is where my wife
and I chose to raise our fami-
ly. As a parent of two students,
I am motivated by the desire
to ensure every child in our
community has access to the
same world-class education
that drew us to this district.

What is your vision for
education in this communi-
ty?

My vision is a system
where every student, whether
headed for college, the mili-
tary, or a high-demand techni-
cal career path, is prepared to
lead. This requires a relentless
focus on academic excellence,
safe and innovative learning
environments, and a transpar-

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

! “S'.‘; J‘ S
New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian
based child care for the local community. Director

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take
perfect care of your children while you work.

§i 281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com
10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair
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THEIR ADVANCED
TREATMENTS BEAT
MY CANCER

From diagnosis to treatment to recovery, your dedicated °
Houston Methodist cancer center team uses leading research, {he Woodlands
cutting-edge technology and the latest treatments to create a

personalized care plan for you. At eight cancer center locations Seress
throughout the Greater Houston area, you'll find the cancer

expertise to help you feel whole again.

Willowbrook
()

Katy-West Houston
]

Baytown

That's the difference between practicing medicine and ®
|eading it. For you. Texas'Medical Center

() Clear Lake
Sugar Land [ ]

HOUSTON

Methadist  resemenossio/cance
713.790.2700

LEADING MEDICINE
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Project Joy

Thompson Intermediate School National Junior Honor Society Club sponsored a fundraiser illnesses. Left to right, are (front row) Mallory Serrano Aquino, Hannah Bui, Alexavier Ro-
competition during three lunch periods to raise money for Project Joy and Hope. The lunch- driguez, Viviana Salazar, NJHS sponsor Stefanie Cantin, NJHS sponsor Melissa Prestridge,
es combined raised almost $600 to help support families of children with life-threatening (back row) McKensie Turpin, NJHS sponsor Rebecca Eloph and Kyle Ramos.

Remember When

50 years ago (1976)

Harris County Precinct
1 Commissioner Tom Bass
and his assistant, Mike No-
blet, were guest speakers at
the Southeast Civic Associ-
ation. They gave an update
on work being done in the
Edgebrook area to alleviate

flooding.
Dorothy Wells, fourth-
grade teacher and team

leader from Frazier Elemen-
tary, was named Educator
of the Year by the Pasadena
Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 3700.

45 years ago (1981)

The pilot of an Eagle
Airlines craft carrying eight
passengers landed the air-
plane safely near the Gulf
Freeway at Edgebrook after
both engines failed.

Ayrshire Corporation
was set to begin develop-
ment on a subdivision to be
located between Sageglen
and South Bend, west of
Beamer Road. The subdi-
vision, South Brook, was
composed of two tracts of
land. One was 168 acres, the
other was 138 acres.

40 years ago (1986)

Dobie French student
Sebastian Rivers won top
honors at the Texas French
Symposium where he com-
peted against 950 students
statewide, winning one sec-
ond- and three first-place
awards. For his efforts, the
sophomore got to spend a
month in France, sponsored
by the French Alliance and
Nacel, a nonprofit student
exchange group.

The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District board
of trustees replaced the
12-grade administrative
personnel pay system with
what was felt to be a more
flexible six-grade system.

Officials at PISD warned
trustees that maintaining
level spending and trans-
ferring reserve money into
the maintenance fund would
probably not be enough to
thwart a tax increase.

A decision was expect-
ed to determine whether
the Green Tee subdivision

would be allowed to break
away from the Clear Creek
Independent School Dis-
trict. Residents were seek-
ing to join the Pearland ISD
for “social, economical and
educational” reasons.

35 years ago (1991)

On a tip from a Sagemont
resident, South Belt area
constable’s deputies arrest-
ed two white male juve-
niles, ages 14 and 16, in a
house in the 11200 block
of Sagemeadow. More than
$3,000 in stolen property
was recovered, including
items stolen earlier in the
day that were returned be-
fore the victim had a chance
to report the burglary.

An undercover police
officer was shot on Nyack
Street in Scarsdale, while
attempting to buy 1,000
units of LSD. The officer
was listed in good condition
after being shot in the leg
with rat shot pellets. Two
suspects faced charges of
attempted capital murder.

30 years ago (1996)

The U.S. Assistant Sur-
geon General presented the
South Belt Brio Community
Assistance panel its 1995
Auxiliary Mission Support
Award.

Voters in Clear Creek
Independent School District
overwhelmingly approved
a $63 million bond referen-
dum.

25 years ago (2001)

Thompson Intermediate
School’s National Academ-
ic League team claimed its
third national championship
in eight years by defeating
Wichita, Kan., during the
NAL National Finals held at
the Houston Exxon Build-
ing.

Meador Elementary
Assistant Principal Kathy
Connolly was named the
new principal of Morales
Elementary beginning with
the 2001-2002 school year.

Houston police arrested
two Pasadena males in con-
nection with random shoot-
ings at homes in the 12000
block of Flushing Meadows.

The Blues Brothers

Cook-off team won first
place in the fifth annu-
al South Belt Spectacular
Cook-off.

20 years ago (2006)

For the third year in a
row, the Blues Brothers
team was the all-around
champion at the South Belt
Annual Cook-off Spectacu-
lar.

A traffic stop for a bro-
ken tail light resulted in the
arrest of a suspect for felony
possession of a weapon and
the recovery of a vehicle al-
legedly highjacked from a
Highland Meadow resident.

The Bank of America
on Blackhawk at Beltway
8 was robbed for the third
time in less than a year.

15 years ago (2011)

District E City
Councilmember Mike
Sullivan held a ground-
breaking ceremony April 26
for the new Sagemont
Community Center, to be
located at the corner of
Hughes Road and Beltway
8. Scheduled to be complet-
ed the spring of 2012, the
new facility will be 11,526
square feet and cost roughly
$2.4 million to construct
(funded in part by a $1 mil-
lion grant from the Texas
Parks and Wildlife
Department). Included in
the plans are a full-sized
gymnasium, lobby, office
space, storage and two
classrooms.

10 years ago (2016)

Multiple assaults were
reported as taking place
along the Blackhawk hike-
and-bike trail, sending two
female victims to the hospi-
tal on the same day. Despite
increased police patrols at
the trail, no arrests were
made.

Chris Clark retired from
his position as general man-
ager of the Clear Brook City
Municipal Utility District,
after serving in the position
for 16 years. Before joining
the MUD in a paid capacity,
Clark was an elected official
on the district’s board from
1982 to 2000, serving 16 of
those years as the organiza-

tion’s president. Clark also
stepped down from his role
as chair of the South Belt-
Ellington Chamber of
Commerce. A founding
member of the organization,
Clark had served four terms
as chamber president.
5 years ago (2021)

Dobie High School senior
Nabila Munshi was award-
ed the prestigious National
Gold Medal in the Scholas-
tic Art and Writing Contest
for her artwork titled Or-
nate Origins. Inspired by
artist Yulia Brodskaya, the
18-inch-by-24-inch art piece
was created using a tech-
nique called paper quilling,
the coiling and shaping of
narrow paper strips to cre-
ate a design. The art of pa-
per quilling is a tedious and
detail-oriented medium and
took Munshi roughly four
months to complete. More
than 80,000 students sub-
mitted 230,000 art and writ-
ing entries this year. But the
judging committee, com-
prised of some of the most
notable leaders in the visual
and literary arts, only chose
803 students to receive the
National Gold Medal award.
Ornate Origins was selected
for “excellence in original-
ity, technical skill and the
emergence of a personal vi-
sion.”

1 year ago (2025)

Three puppies worth
more than $10,000 were sto-
len Monday, April 14, from
a pet store on Beamer Road
near San Jacinto College
South.

Adam Abidlatif, owner
of Pet Place, said a group of
four, including a male, two
females and a young child,
visited the store twice the
day of the theft during nor-
mal business hours. On their
second visit, the group en-
tered the store, then split up,
with the two females going
into a back room, where the
puppies were stored.

The females removed
three of the puppies from
a cage and can be seen on
surveillance footage hand-
ing two of them off to the

man in the group, who then
placed the puppies in his
pockets before leaving the
store. The female suspect
then concealed the third
puppy in her sweater before
exiting the business.

The group then fled the
scene in a white Cadillac se-

dan.
The thieves also left with
various merchandise, in-

cluding collars and leashes.

Abidlatif said the crooks
likely would have taken a
fourth puppy in the cage,
but it was cowering in the
rear out of sight.

Abidlatif said he only
wants to get the puppies
back, but the incident is be-
ing investigated by Harris
County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble Jerry Garcia’s office as
a crime.

This marked at least the
fourth time dogs have been
stolen from the store. The
last known incident took
place in August 2018 when
the store was under differ-
ent ownership.

On Wednesday, Aug. 1,
2018, four suspects broke
into the business around
6:15 a.m. by using a pry
bar to open the door. Once
inside the building, the sus-
pects — four males in black
hoodies with their faces
hidden — stole multiple dogs
and two lizards.

The previous year, three
dogs worth around $8,000
were stolen from the store
during a similar break-in the
evening of Saturday, Jan.
14, 2017.

In that case, investigators
said a male suspect used
a large rock wrapped in a
cloth to break a window to
gain entry to the building
shortly before 9 p.m.

Once inside the estab-
lishment, the thief went
straight to where the ca-
nines are held and stole two
English bulldogs (valued at
$3,500 each) and one Mal-
tese (valued at $900).

The crook then exited the
business and fled the scene
in a getaway car driven by
another male.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, STACEY!

Happy birthday wishes are sent to long-
time South Belt resident Stacey Waugh
who enjoys a birthday May 4 from her
mother Sandy Robb, friends and the
Leader staff. She and her mother have vol-
unteered for the Leader Christmas program
for years, giving many hours of time during
the holiday. She also donates money to
the program by collecting aluminum cans
throughout the year.

FRED AND LESLIE MARK 31 YEARS

Best wishes are sent to Fred and Leslie
Flickinger who celebrate 31 years of mar-
riage May 7 from daughters Kimberly and
husband Matt Lipina and child William;
and Courtney and children Abigail,
Jackson and Penelope; Leslie’s moth-
er Olive Falkowski; Fred’'s dad David
Flickinger; and brother Davy and wife
Ellie Flickinger.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BRITTNEY!

Best wishes to former Leader staff mem-
ber, Brittney Cubos, who celebrates her
birthday May 7 from her parents Claudia
(former Leader staffer) and Erik Cubos,
her family members and friends.

SCHOOL DAZE

The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays
April 30 through May 6.

Atkinson Elementary
The day for Magdy Canales and Mandy
Ramirez to celebrate with ice cream and a
double-layer birthday cake is May 4.
Burnett Elementary
Daren Dibble enjoys a birthday May
4. May 6 is the day to send Stephanie
Gonzalez a birthday greeting.
Bush Elementary
Blow out the candles May 1 for Ana
Reyes. Erika Gonzalez and Nicole
Holguin celebrate a birthday May 3. Send
a nice birthday greeting May 4 to Mindy
Broaddus.
Meador Elementary
May 4 is the day for a fun celebration for
Paulina Rivas-Lopez.
Moore Elementary
Birthday greetings go out to Bethanne
Mullen May 6.
South Belt Elementary
A fun day is planned May 3 for Megan
Sgarlata.
Stuchbery Elementary
Sing a happy birthday song to Bindu
Abraham May 1.
Thompson Intermediate
Maria Lopez celebrates a birthday May
3. Enjoying a birthday May 4 is Kelli Mon-
eyhun. Birthday wishes go out to Heather
Nielson May 6.

Dobie High

A double-layer birthday cake April 30 is in
order for Erica Moreno and Mathew Ortiz.
The day for a party for Marcia Griffin is
May 2. Break out the party favors May 4 for
Zacorian Blueford. Sing a happy birthday
song to Elizabeth Saldivar May 6.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

Thursday, April 30: Walter Trojanowsky,
Norma Partida, Cindy Munoz, Diana Guz-
man, Scott Koplin and Mathew Ortiz; Fri-
day, May 1: Jacob De La Rosa, Kenneth
Zermeno, Ladonna Alvarez, John Ander-
son, Elizabeth Lastovica, Vareck Herrera,
David Payne, Shanna Mounce, Clint Sim-
mons and Stephanie Sirt; Saturday, May
2: Chris Weatherford, Douglas Redhun,
Troy Goffney, David Tho; Sunday, May 3:
Craig Pittman, Keith Richardson, Tanya
Morales and Brandie Ash; Monday, May
4: Scott Siscoe and Tamara Fisher; Tues-
day, May 5: Tori French, Alice Wright,
Pat Becker and Amanda Zamora; and
Wednesday, May 6: Patrick Ermis, Roni
Gonzales and Erin Hill.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email announcements to mynews @ south-
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line
by Friday noon for the next week’s publica-
tion. For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends Cel-
ebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

The following week, Is-
rael Lecea, 32, of Friend-
swood, was arrested and
charged with felony bur-
glary of a building for his
role in the crime.

Police were able to re-
cover the Maltese but not
the others. Lecca reportedly
admitted to taking at least
one of the two other dogs
but said he had already sold
it and didn’t know how to
contact the new owners.

Summer to
Remember

Summer Camp Programs for Ages 6-18

SIGN UP TODAY!

BHI names students of the month
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Beverly Hills Intermediate School recently announced the March students of the month.
Seventh-grader Savannah Ollervides (left) and eighth-grader Alice Rodrigues De Soiza
Castro were chosen for having shown outstanding effort, kindness and dedication during
the month of March. School officials are proud of their achievements and their hard
work and positive attitudes that genuinely reflect the spirit of school community.

Funeral home, cemetery honor flags, vets

As America prepares to celebrate its 250th birthday, Grand View Funeral Home and Grand
View Memorial Park/ Bethany Cemetery, Pasadena, is planning two ways to honor the country,
Old Glory and the nation’s veterans, who have protected America in times of war and peace since
1776.

A flag retirement box has been installed at the funeral home’s front door. Anyone in the area
who has a tattered flag may place it in the box, and American Legion Cortez-Norris Post 319,
which serves La Porte and Deer Park, will work with the Eagle Scouts to properly retire the flag in
a dignified ceremony. American flags should be retired if they are worn, torn or soiled.

Separately, on Saturday, May 23, at 9 a.m., Grand View invites the community to place flags
on the graves of veterans ahead of Memorial Day. The cemetery wants to show the community’s
gratitude and respect for those who have served and sacrificed for the country. Community groups,
families and individuals are invited to volunteer. Register by calling 281-479-6076.

AARP Webster sets meeting

AARP Webster Area Chapter 199 invites one to join them at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 14, at
Bay Area Community Center, 5002 E. NASA Parkway, Seabrook, TX 77586. The chapter meets
in the large building with the blue roof inside Clear Lake Park on the north side of NASA Parkway.
One is invited to come to meetings and to enjoy coffee, cookies and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. before
the meeting starts at 10 a.m. Each month there is entertainment or a speaker on various topics of
interest to seniors, followed by a social activity.

The program this month will be a presentation on Health Walk. The social event will be BACC
Derby Days. Bring quarters and get ready to cheer for a favorite horse.

AARP Chapter 199 is hosting a bus trip on Tuesday, May 19, to Eternal Ghandi Museum.
Ghandi Museum is a cultural and educational museum dedicated to Ghandi’s legacy of nonviolent
conflict resolution. The trip price is $12. Lunch will be at Lazy Dog Cafe. Members may register
and pay for these trips at the Thursday, May 14, monthly meeting. One must be a member of Chap-
ter 199 to participate in the bus trips.

If one is interested in joining AARP Chapter 199, annual dues are $8 per year per person. How-
ever, one must be a member of national AARP and show one’s current national membership card
to join any local chapter. AARP Chapters are separately incorporated affiliates of AARP. For more
information, contact President Veronica Stanford at 409-256-1195 or at veronica_stfrd46 @yahoo.

Give Your Kids a

sanjac.edu/summer-camps

G

g SAN JACINTO"

€ COLLEGE

An Equal Opportunity Institution | sanjac.edu/accreditation
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

Dobie softball gets
Ridge Point rematch

The Longhorns are into
the area round of the Divi-
sion 1 postseason bracket
after eliminating District
21-6A champion Ridge
Point for the second con-
secutive season.

The locals scored 10
runs in consecutive games
to knock out the Panthers
in 2025, and used a three-
run uprising in the first
inning this time around

vided De La Fuente with
plenty of breathing room
early on after plating three
runs in the bottom of the
first inning.

Sophomore Destiny Sid-
iropoulos had an infield sin-
gle with one out in the bot-
tom of the first and scored
on a double to left field by
Persephone Soria for a quick
1-0 lead. Gabby Ramirez
then singled into center

D1 Area Softball Round

*(if necessary)

Dobie vs. Clear Springs

Game 1: April 29 after press time
Game 2: April 30, 6:30 p.m.
*Game 3 May 1, 6:30 p.m.

All games at Goose Creek Memorial

to complete a 6-1 winner-
take-all victory over Ridge
Point April 23 at Almeta
Crawford High School.

Senior Vanessa De La
Fuente came up with a mas-
terful pitching performance
against Ridge Point as she
went the distance, scatter-
ing six hits and allowing
only a sixth inning single
run to earn the victory.

The Dobie offense pro-

field as Soria advanced to
third base. With Soria and
Ramirez in scoring posi-
tion, freshman Maddi Cam-
pos doubled to center field,
scoring Soria and courtesy
runner Madison Villatoro as
the Longhorns moved ahead
3-0.

Dobie added to its lead
in the bottom of the third
inning as Ramirez singled to

Continued on Page 6

Senior pitcher Vanessa De La Fuente (7) will lead
the Dobie varsity softball program into the class 6A
Division 1 area playoff round in a repeat of the 2025
series against Clear Springs. Dobie defeated Ridge
Point 6-1 in a single game playoff to advance.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

\

D.K. Parker will be among the Region 3 competitors at the championship meet
May 1-2 at Challenger Columbia Stadium in Webster as athletes from across the
region go head-to-head for a spot at the state championships. Parker, a Dobie ju-
Photo by Donna Alsdorf

nior, will compete in the triple jump event.

May 1 Dobie athletes’ events

8:50 a.m. Jordan Roman, 6A Boys’ 3,200
Noon Marcus Jones, 6A Boys’ 100 prelims
3 p.m. D.K. Parker, 6A Boys’ triple jump

May 2 Dobie athletes’ events

8:30 a.m. Blessing Okinloye, 6A Girls’ shot put;
Kylar Joseph, 6A Girls’ long jump

3:15 p.m. Johan Villavicencio, 6A Boys’ 800
5:25 p.m. Jordan Roman, 6A Boys’ 1600

Dickson, A&M
track dominant at
Penn Relays

What a weekend it was for the Texas A&M
track and field program at the prestigious
Penn Relays in Philadelphia April 24-25.
The Aggies scored a school record in the
men's 4x800 relay, and the program reg-
istered victories in each of the women's
4x100, 4x200 and 4x400 relay events. In
the 4x100, the quartet of Anya Jackson,
Clear Brook High School graduate Cam-
ryn Dickson, Aysha Shaheed and Jasmine
Montgomery crossed the finish line in a
time of 43.88 seconds to secure the title. At
right, it was Lac Arthea Cooper, Jahnile
Registre, Montgomery and Dickson first
to the finish line in the 4x400 in a time of
3:32.31 as the Aggies completed a domi-
nant weekend at the prestigious event a day
earlier, the Aggie women also produced a
relay victory in the 4x200 as it was Sha-
heed, Montgomery, Jackson and Dickson
combining to produce a time of 1:31.25 to
claim the gold medal in the event. Dickson,
three times a UIL state championship meet
qualifier while at Clear Brook, is in her fi-
nal season of what has been a tremendous
all around career at Texas A&M.

PENN RELAYS.

[ ol s T
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TA

track
goes fast
to rule

MU

JEFD track athletes
to vie at regionals

Six Dobie track and
field standouts will be
among the competitors at
the Region 3 Track and
Field Championships May
1-2 at Challenger Colum-
bia Stadium in Webster as

| the quest to reach the state
| championships continues.

The region’s best of the
best will be in action as
only the top two finishers
in each of the individual
and relay events are guar-
anteed an invitation to the
state championships May
16 at Mike A. Myers Sta-
dium on the campus of
the University of Texas in
Austin.

The Longhorn girls’
competitors at the region-
al meet include a pair of
seniors, Kylar Joseph and
Blessing Akinloye. Jo-
seph will take part in the
long jump while Akinloye

will be part of the field in
the shot put.

Both the 6A long jump
and shot put on the girls’
side of things will be held
May 2 in the morning.

The Longhorn boys
will have four athletes
among the elite field in a
variety of events, includ-
ing seniors Marcus Jones
and Yohan Villavicencio
as well as Junior D.K.
Parker and sophomore
Jordan Roman.

Jones will sprint in the
100 while Villavicencio is
part of the 400 run quali-
fiers. Parker has been one
of the area’s top compet-
itors in the triple jump
throughout the season,
and Roman will run in
both the 3,200 and 1,600
distance events.

See related photos on
Page 6.

May 1-2

Region 3 Track and Field

Challenger Columbia Stadium

, Webster

pricing.

Specials

/ Homework assistance
v/ Evening Karate Classes
/ Self Defense Classes

South Belt

ENROLL TODAY |
et SO

Join our martial arts family totday"
/ Licensed after school program

O e e

281-484-9006

MightyzMights Prograr
(Ages 3-5) ’

/ School-age Program

We pick up from Weber, Burnett and

Elementary

Broker Ass!

JFD baseball to take on Ridge Point and best of three series

D1 Bidistrict Baseball Round

*(if necessary)

Dobie vs. Ridge Point
G1: April 30, at Ridge Point, 7 p.m.
G2: May 1, at Maguire, 6 p.m.
*G3: May 2, at Shadow Creek, 3 p.m.

2y =)

yivlblc)lm

i
8y
\

c

MEXICANIBARIEIGRILELE
E1E 518 EE EE EE EE EE EE EE EE
Lunch Specials

Dine in * To-Go ¢ Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!
Gift Cards » Party Rooms ¢ Lunch & Daily Specials
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt * 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

NASA - 281-557-3500 316 W. Nasa Parkway
League City * 281-334-2175 2951 Marina Bay Dg. Ste. 150
Stafford * 281-240-3060 12821 SoutHwest Frwy.

The Dobie varsity base-
ball program will take on
District 21-6A champion
Ridge Point and the first
round of the 6A Division 1

insurance run in the top of

the seventh to win 8-6.
The Longhorns had 10

hits in the game, led by

sophomore Jaylen Agui-
lar, who was 3 for 4 with
arun scored and two runs
driven in. Alfredo Guer-
drove in another.

playoffs as both competi-
tors will enter the postsea-
son with plenty of confi-
dence.

Dobie swept past Man-
vel in the final head-to-
head series of the 22-6A
schedule to finish second
overall at 13-3, with the
district champion Pearland
securing the top seed in
the Division 1 bracket.

The Longhorns had
their playoff seeding se-
cured and went ahead
and took care of business
against Manvel to close
out the regular season on a
high note.

Dobie head coach Mi-
guel Torres earned his
300th career victory as the
Longhorns defeated the
Mavericks 9-5 in the series
opener.

Julian  Ricks drove
in two runs while Gio
Ramirez and Ramon Arre-
dondo scored two runs
each as the Longhorns ab-
sorbed a three-run Manvel
seventh to coast to the vic-
tory.

In the April 24 finale
at Manvel, the Longhorns
scored two runs in the top
of the sixth inning to take
a 7-6 lead, then added an

rero had two hits and
scored a run while Max-
imillian Torres had two
hits, scored two runs and

Point.

Longhorn junior Isa-
iah Jones (11) and his
teammates finished as
the 6A D1 second seed
and will face Ridge

face I:i;i!;lak

More Buyers.
More Sellers.
More SOLD.
#1 in South Belt.
THE EXPERIENCE
YOU NEED.
THE NAME

Sandra Yandell

ociate

m

2
n

YOU TRU

5 >

ST.

Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

e S ol e

TEXAS PREMIER REALTY

Includes

¢ Underbody Rinse
* Wheel Cleaning
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Hand Drying

© Install New Oil Filter

© Complete Chassis Lube

o Check Brake Fluid

o Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

Auto
Service Center
& Car Wash

Now HiriNG CasHiErs, Car Wasu NOW available!!
PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am -

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax

5pm

°50

*Monthly

* Check &Fill Transmission Fluid
o Check Air Pressure in all Tires
© Check Gear Boxes

o Check Battery Fluid

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)
All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait
shuttle service

**shuttle service

only available
within a 5 mile
radius**

* Rain-Guard

o Clear Coat Prot

* Check & Fill Windsh
 Vacuum Interior

o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter

* Check Breather Elem

Wheels
& Tires
Includes “Shine &

Polish”

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

10

281-484-5945
Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes “Wash & Go in under 5 mm.”

The Works

Plus
oH

*35

*Monthly

ectant

*MonNTHLY UNLIMITED WaAsH PLans (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)

ield Washer * Check PCV Valve
o Check Radiator Overflow Rese
o Check Belts

ent  Check Wiper Blades

Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Qil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/15/26.

Off Auto
Alignment

With coupon only. No reproductions.

Not valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

(Between 1-45 & Beamer)

* Wash

—
ISLAND BREEZE

Express
Exterior

igh Velocity
Drying
(In Tunnel)

20

*Monthly

$49.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash

voir
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BHI elghth-grade glrls win Pasadena ISD Zone Soccer title

At left, the Beverly Hills
Intermediate  eighth-
grade girls’ soccer team
won the Pasadena ISD
Zone One title ahead
of the district tourna-
ment. Members of the
team present at practice
for the above photo in-
cluded, left to right, Ta-
tiana Gamboa, Abigail
Rodriguez, Evelyn Ar-
zate, Kaelyn Sanchez,
Nydine Castillo, Vale-
ria Aguilera, Crystal
Ventura, Neriah LeB-
lanc, Serenity Martinez,
Skylar Glayzer, Natalia
Garza, Delilah Parra
and Gabriella Gomez.
Arianna Castillo, Ix-
halia Flores, Isabella
Rios, Sophia Salas and
Noemi Vallejo Ramirez
are not pictured.

’S seniors

At left, the Dobie base-
ball Diamond Club
hosted a big celebration
for the seniors within
the program at the end
of the regular season.
Taking part in the fun
included, left to right,
Gio Ramirez, Gabriel
Swann, Abraham Mar-
tinez, Nico Sepulveda,
Steven Umanzor, Tristan
McKissick, Ethan Go-
mez and Noah Villar-
real. The seniors have
helped the Longhorns
reach the postseason, yet
again, with the locals set
to take on Ridge Point in
the 6A Division 1 open-
ing round.

Dobie’s Torres collects 300th

Dobie varsity baseball head coach Miguel Torres had plenty to cele-
brate in the final regular season series against Manvel as his Longhorns
produced a pair of victories to close league play at 13-3. Along the way,
Torres earned career victory No. 300.

JFD softball wins, advances

Continued from Page 5
lead off the frame.

With Villatoro again
running for Ramirez,
Villatoro moved up to
second base with two
outs on a passed ball and
scored as Alexis Mar-
tinez singled into right
field for a 4-0 Longhorn
lead.

The Longhorns ex-
tended their edge to 6-0
in the top in the bottom
of the fourth inning as
Sidiropoulos and Gene-
sis Leal scored on a sin-
gle by Ramirez combined
with an error committed
by the Panthers.

Now it’s on to the next
challenge as the Long-

horns will be looking
to advance to the third
round of the postseason.

With 23 overall victo-
ries, the 2026 season al-
ready qualifies as a huge
success for the locals, but
this program has always
pushed for more and will
be ready to go this time
around.

Hard work and determlnatlon epltomlzes Johan Vlllav1cenc10, who has been
a leader within both the cross-country and track and field programs at the
varsity level for three seasons now. In the fall, Villavicencio was sixth overall in
the 5,000-meter 22-6A cross-country championship race as he posted a time of
17 minutes, 5.64 seconds. He has experience in several of the distance events on
the track and has now made his way to the regional championship meet at the
400 distance.

Jordan Roman has had a masterful sophomore season. Despite battllng an inju-
ry early on during the cross-country season, he bounced back to win the 22-6A
individual gold medal at the 5,000-meter distance at 16 minutes, 22.62 seconds.
Now with regional qualifications in both the 1,600 and 3,200 events, Roman is
on track to become one of the best in Dobie program history.

il

Dobie senior Marcus Jones has signed to play football at Texas Wesleyan Uni-
versity after he was the most dangerous return man in the District 22-6A ranks
for two seasons. Now Jones will get to match his talents against the best of the
best in the 100 at regionals.

In the fall, Dobie senior Kylar Joseph (4) completed a very successful two-
year run at the varsity level on the volleyball court as she registered 200 kills
for the Longhorns. Following the season, Joseph was a first-team All-Dis-
trict selection and was voted as the Most Improved Player and Best Offen-
sive Player among her teammates who included Mahoganii Davis (10) and
Allison Walker (6) during the 2025 season.

Blessing Akinloye (34) played basketball through her junior season and was
an All- Academic Team selection in her final season with the Longhorns. She is
now focused on the weights this spring and will compete in shot put at regionals
after putting together a solid run of things .

D.K. Parker (19), a junior, has been one of the top performers in the triple jump
within the area this season and will give it a good run in the event at regionals.
Parker will then turn his attention to the football field, where he will be a defen-
sive back for the Longhorns during the 2026 season later this fall.
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SERVICE

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally
friendly services

with your
children and pets’

safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth  Richard (Dick) Orth

Owner Operator
B.S. Chemistry

Trinity University

2k 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

We service all major home appliances.
Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

Same DAy SERvicE

|$200 OFF FOUNDATION 1

REPAIR OR
(on jobs $2,500 & up) SEWER REPAIR ||

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
L e S . |

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
.. 281-479-5247 ey

E FREE ESTIMATES —!_‘

JT Garage Door Systems

Repair, Replace, Install
Over 20 Years of Experience

Free
Estimates LiftMaster

[ e

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

o, Ruben Murioz - MPL 17449 {3

v s

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs

ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

o Genie o Craftsman eLift Master ® Chamberlain

281.991-7697 &
BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

e All Tax Preparations
* Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
¢ Payroll & Other Related Services

231-4381-4134

A & M PAINTING

« PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING * SHEETROCK
* TAPE & FLOAT « DEMOLITION « HAULING  FENCES

* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

After Hours Plumbing Service

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer ¢ Water Heaters ¢ Drains
Leaks ¢ Water  Repairs * Gas

I $75 OFF Any Service w/coupon :

Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Espanol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
== www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441 M-

Serving
[ews [ [irr South Belt

[ ]
2 since 1978
NP e 47+ Vinyl + Hardi Board Siding
"#  «Replacement & Storm
Windows
xis [Nyl WINNER OF BEST ROOFING
WA  COMPANY IN BAY AREA

od 281-481-9683

frave

T
MEMBER
et Magriee

REPAIRS &

INSTALLATIONS
* Free Estimates
« Senior Citizen Disc.
* No Service Charge
© Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
* Insured
« TECL#21246

Support
Leader
= mesee A dyertisers

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

g Lt the Leadsr é&[/z b

with your ac[o.s’zﬁwuzg

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

-
BONANZA

AIR & HEAT"
281-922-5665

It’s not too soon! Bea

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Someone You Can Trust e NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

t the rush!

WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

A {onftigring & Herng

Financing Available

TACLB002755C
*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Heating Systems
on Sale Now

Call for Free Estimates.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
L
TACLB23730E

281.481-6308

Triple M Plumbing
281-455-1175

N Call 281-481-5656 p

/ 41 Melvm D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

Looking to
sell or lease
your home?

Let us
help
you!

Place an ad in
the South Belt-
Ellington
Leader's weekly
Real Estate
section!

11555 Beamer
281-481-
5656

LEADER READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks;
Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP

LAWN & GARDEN

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal ¢ Tree Topping ¢ Trimming
+ Thinning Out « Elevating * Stump Grinding
* Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 832-660-3622 e will work with you

WANTED

ESTATE SALE
10307 SAGEROCK DR.
Sat. & Sun., May 2, 9
a.m. - 3 p.m., and May 3,
10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Furniture,
vintage collectibles,
Christmas items, books
and much more. NO
holds or deliveries. 4-30

MISCELLANEOUS

11555 Beamer

South Belt Graphics X Printing

One stop for all your printing needs
281-484-4337

FOREST PARK LAWN-
DALE. (2) Prime double
depth burial spaces,
Section 20, Lot J. Section

per space, highly desir-
able section, transfer
handled directly through
cemetery office for
secure transaction. Buy
one plot or both. 713-
572-5663. 4-30

Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V.s, etc. We also clean
solar panels. Time for
cleaning. Free Estimates!

6-25

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical,
plumbing & painting,
replace/repair. No Job
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 6-25
PRESSURE WASHING!

V.L. TREE & LAND-
SCAPING. Mow, trim,
edge, trim shrubs, flower
beds, planting new grass,
mulching, tree cutting, and
more. Competitive rates.
Free estimates. Good ref-
erence. Call Ruben Vela

Hydraulic equipment repair

technician needed.

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish
required! Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

South Belt Cleanup

Beverly Hills Intermediate School Parking Lot
Saturday, May 2, 2026 @ 8:00 a.m.
(rain-date May 9)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

SCAN
QR CODE
FOR
REGISTRATION

Partners

Harris County Commissioner Precinct 2 Adrian Garcia

Harris County Constable Precinct 2 Jerry Garcia

City of Houston Solid Waste
Sagemont Civic Club
SE Volunteer Fire Department

Houston Police Department

Pasadena ISD

Knights of Columbus / St. Luke
South Belt-Ellington Leader
Pasadena ISD Police Department

Sponsors

M & D ACE Hardware on Beamer
B&L Lock and Safe
Kay Barbour Realtor
Nick & Margie Cantalamessa
Dottie Cantalamessa

Judge Jo Ann Delgado

Lunch for all Volunteers will be prepared by the Knights of Columbus / St. Luke Catholic Church

Food Town (Scarsdale Blvd.)
] & M Financial
Kroger
Morning Kolaches
On The Go Grafix

Mary Ann Perez, Texas State Rep.

is fully sold out, double

allows two internments Free

Estimates.

Call @ 346-577-3347. 6-25

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, APRIL 30

7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With
Bill,” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m.,
and Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope
Community United Methodist Church,
2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7)
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland —
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or call
832- 293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — Exhibits include dioramas,
a turn-of-the-century doctor’'s office
and an old-time kitchen. Open Tues. —
Sat., 9 am. — 4 p.m., 204 S. Main,
Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 713-
472-0565 for appointment. Tours 9
a.m.—4 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 1
7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) —
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525
Broadway, Pearland, or at https:/aahous
ton.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call
713-686-6300 for more information. Meets
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) —
Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting,
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland,
First Presbyterian Church (youth build-
ing). For details, call 713-661-4200 or
visit www.hascona.com or https://nastuff.
com/. Meets Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group
— meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays,
8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Family members and friends of prob-
lem drinkers/addicts share, learn
Al-Anon principles, that they are not
alone, and discover choices available.
For details, call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous -—
meets at CrossRoads UMC Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday, 10030 Scarsdale
Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group
AA — meets at CrossRoads UMC
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, 8
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-
484-9243.

SATURDAY, MAY 2

7:30 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast
With Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — See Thursday’s notice.

SUNDAY, MAY 3
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Angli-
can Church — has worship Tuesday

at 11:30 a.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m.
(Bible study, Book of Revelation, at 6
p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:15
a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. (in back
of a medical/retail community). For de-
tails, call 281-479-7285 and leave a
message, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery — A
faith-based 12-Step program, in the
Life Kids Chapel at Life Church, 5125
Preston Ave. Pasadena, TX 77505.
Call 713-419-2635 for details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous See
Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group
AA — See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, MAY 4
5 p.m. New Directions — Age 55 and
older meets the first and third Mondays
for a potluck dinner with activities and/
or guest speakers at 600 Hobbs Road,
League City, TX 77573, (community
room). For further information, call Jill
at 646-489-4367.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 — Meets
Monday at Denny’s, 19212 Gulf
Freeway. Join the fun and improve
crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Email huff_reunion@
juno.com for info.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
— St. Luke’s Group, 12-Step Recovery,
open meeting Mondays, 7 p.m. in the
Education Bldg. in room 6, at 11011
Hall Road, 77089. For details, call Rita
at 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly) — #0683 Friendswood chap-
ter meets at the Friendswood Methodist
Church, 110 N. Friendswood Dr. in the
educational bldg., room 201. For infor-
mation, call Lynette Ringrose at 832-
858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau at 713-
875-8820.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) —
See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, MAY 5
7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church
— See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 — 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston
Toastmasters — The Southeast Houston
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets
virtually with the exception of the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays (hybrid meet-
ing) at sehouston.toastmastersclubs.
org. In-person address 10500 Scarsdale
Blvd. (SB Chamber of Commerce). Visit
the website or call Karen Nunn at 832-
722-9061 for information.

7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) -
See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — See Thursday’s notice.
Carmeliters — a nondenominational
senior citizen social group meeting at St.
Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500 El
Camino Real, in Clear Lake on the first
and third Wednesdays for a time filled
with fun, fellowship, lending library with
books and puzzles, coffee and bingo.
The meetings are open to those ages 55
and older, with no dues. Day trips and
extended trips available. Deposits are
now being taken for Poland. For details,
call Marilyn at 713-444-6744.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See
Friday’s notice.
Noon Ballroom Dancing — casual ball-
room dance, open to the public, held
every Wednesday afternoon from 12:30
to 3 p.m. at Hometown Heroes Park,
1001 East League City Parkway,
League City. Everyone is welcome to
come with or without a partner. The
dance itself is free as music is provided
by volunteer, Neva Schroder. The city
requires an activity card for participants
in all of the city’s many activities. Call
the park office 281-554-1180 for
answers to any questions regarding the
activity card. Visitors are welcome to
walk in to observe or participate.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church —
See Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) —
See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous — See
Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group
AA - See Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, MAY 7
7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With
Bill,” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m.,
and Saturday at 7:30 a.m., Hope
Community United Methodist Church,
2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7)
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland —
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or call
832-293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum - Exhibits include dioramas,
a turn-of-the-century doctor’'s office
and an old-time kitchen. Open Tues. —
Sat.,, 9 am. — 4 p.m., 204 S. Main,
Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 713-
472-0565 for appointment. Tours 9
a.m. -4 p.m.
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TASCO honors JFD boys’ soccer standouts after great season

¢ ————————— ) T T

I A TASCO first-team All-Region choice, Dobie sophomore defender Klevin Bo-

Dobie senior midfielder Yuriel Sierra (6) was named as a Texas Association of nilla (22) certainly appears to have a bright future in front of him over the next
Soccer Coaches All-Region honorable mention choice following the 2025 sea- two seasons with the Longhorns. He was also named a first-team All-District

son. Sierra was also a District 22-6A first team pick.

performer.

With 19 career goals scored, Dobie senior Allen Campos (10) is ranked as the Julian Calderon (8) of Dobie certainly had a senior season to be proud of in
No. 9 all-time goal scorer in Longhorn varsity boys’ soccer history. He was the 2026 as he was honored by the Texas Association of Soccer Coaches as a first-

22-6A Most Valuable Player during his final season and was a first-team All-Re-
gion pick via the Texas Association of Soccer Coaches.

Pasadena ISD all in on She’s Next flag football

Count Pasadena ISD
among the many school
districts both across the
Houston area and the state
of Texas that have jumped
aboard the fast moving lo-
comotive that is girls’ flag
football and is all the rage
this spring.

Pasadena ISD has en-
thusiastically encouraged
its high school girls to
participate this spring, and
the invitation has been ac-
cepted in huge numbers.

Dobie has responded
with enough excitement
and support to include two
teams. The other four high
schools, Pasadena, Pasa-
dena Memorial, Sam Ray-
burn and South Houston
have all fielded teams in a
league including the Alvin
ISD programs as well as
Brazoswood this spring.

Saturday morning
games have been contest-
ed at Alvin ISD’s Freedom
Field for three weeks and
will now shift to Veterans
Stadium in Pasadena May
2.

The postseason tourna-
ment, with final details yet
to be finalized, will also be
held at Veteran Stadium.

The Houston Tex-
ans and Dallas Cowboys
joined forces with the
She’s Next initiative to
deliver the first-ever girls’
flag football Texas state
championship June 13-14
at DATCU Stadium on the
University of North Texas
campus.

According to a press
release delivered via the
Houston Texans’ web-

site, the event will bring
together top programs
from both the Texans’ and
the Cowboys’ flag foot-
ball leagues in an effort
to showcase the growing
talent and passion for the
sport.

According to the re-
lease, the NFL and its 32
clubs and partners for the
past 10 years have worked
to first kickoff then in-
crease high school girls’
flag football participation
nationwide.

Today, more than
500,000 girls ages 6
through 17 play flag foot-
ball across the United
States.

While the official gov-
erning body of extracur-
ricular activities in Texas,
the University Interscho-
lastic League, has yet to
officially sanction flag
football as a sport under
its umbrella, the push to
get the sport over the fin-
ish line is immense.

Pasadena ISD athletic
director Patrick Longstreet
told the Leader that he and
district superintendent Dr.
Toni Lopez were among
area leaders in attendance
at a preseason football Ro-
tary luncheon in August.

There, longtime Tex-
ans’ radio play-by-play
announcer Marc Vander-
meer promoted the or-
ganization’s  broadening
initiative that has now led
to the Cowboys and Tex-
ans establishing more than
200 scholastically based
varsity girls’ flag football
teams across the state.

From there, Longstreet
and Lopez essentially
knew that day that Pasa-
dena ISD girls needed to
be included in this terrif-
ic opportunity. “It’s just
a win-win for the girls,”
Longstreet said.

“We have seen a tre-
mendous amount of en-
thusiasm for the program.
Like anything else that is
starting from the ground
up, the programs are in
many cases learning on
the fly, but the excitement
out there on the field and
the support that we have
seen in the stands through
the first three weeks tells
us that this is something
that is potentially only
going to grow more and
more as word gets out.”

Willard Joiner Jr., an as-
sistant coach on the Dobie
High School football staff,
has taken the lead in help-
ing get the Longhorn girls’
flag football program off
and running this spring.

He says that while plen-
ty of the participants also
compete in other varsity
sports at Dobie, roughly
half of the girls’ flag foot-
ball players are taking part
in the sport as their only
endeavor.

“It is a tremendous op-
portunity for the females
at Dobie High School to
be able to compete in a
growing sport,” Joiner
said. “It is a different sport
for the girls in terms of
learning the skills required
for football. They are rel-
atively new to throwing,
running, catching and

team All-Region selection. Calderon was also a 22-6A first team All-District

pick.

even blocking for plays
out there on the field, but
it has been my experience
that each and every one of
them are eager to learn.

“We have had a terrific
amount of fun doing this.
At the same time, we re-
ally believe that the girls
at Dobie High School can
and will put together a tre-
mendously successful pro-
gram.

“We have already seen
what some of the possibil-
ities are, and I can only see
it going up from here.”

In terms of the sport
potentially becoming of-
ficially sanctioned by
the UIL, there are many
factors that both need ad-
ditional consideration as
well as logistical issues to
iron out.

Pasadena ISD  offi-
cials already allow for
bus transportation to and
from the current Saturday
events, and Joiner said he
drives the JFD bus.

While the Houston
Texans have to this point
provided a great deal of
equipment and other items
necessary to compete,
there will be additional
costs associated with the
sport that will ultimately
fall upon the individual
school districts.

Those details require
careful consideration.

There is also the issue
of just where on the cur-
rent athletic calendar a po-
tential girls’ flag football
season would fall.

A late spring schedule
seems to work out well at

May 2 Flag Football
at Veterans

Dobie2 vs. Manvel, 10 a.m.
Dobiel vs. Brazoswood, 11 a.m

The Pasadena ISD programs along with those
from Brazosport ISD as well as Alvin ISD will
compete in a district tournament May 9 at Veter-
ans Stadium in Pasadena. From there, the tourna-
ment champion will be eligible to compete in the
state competition hosted by representatives from
the Houston Texans and Dallas Cowboys organi-
zations later this summer.

the moment, but also pre-
cludes many softball and
track and field competitors
from being able to partici-
pate. Joiner acknowledges
that while the sport is ev-
er-growing in popularity,
no one wants to see girls
have to make a decision
on leaving one sport for
another.

In other words, high
school volleyball players
might like the opportunity
to play flag football in the
midst of spring leagues,
while softball and track
and field competitors will
still want the opportunity
to represent their school
at district, area, regional
and potential state com-
petitions but also have the
opportunity, if they wish,
to take part in flag foot-
ball.

All of these issues, and
more, are things that the
UIL will need to consider
before officially sanction-
ing the sport.

“I really believe the
time is coming,” Long-
street said.

“I know there will be
additional conversations.
For now, we know that the
girls are really enjoying
the flag football experi-
ence.

“From a district stand-
point, we are very thankful
to have the support of the
Houston Texans as they
have allowed not only us
but many school districts
across the Houston area
to be involved in flag foot-
ball.

“It has been really ex-
citing to watch out there
on the field. I can only
imagine what the potential
talent level can be as some
of these girls get more and
more experience in the
sport.

“From what I’ve seen
in just a couple of weeks.
flag football definitely has
a future in our school dis-
trict.”

Dobie girls’ basketball camp

Dobie girls’ basketball head coach Rachel Flores will host the 2026 Long-
horn basketball camp June 8-10 at $60 per student at the main campus.
Incoming first- through fifth-grade students will attend the camp from 8
to 10 a.m., while incoming sixth- through ninth-grade students will attend
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Those who wish may register via X at DoBiE GBB,
then scan the QR code. For additional information, direct email to Flores
at RRodriguezFlores at pasadenaisd.org.

Clear Brook girls’ basketball camp

Clear Brook girls’ basketball head coach Mileka Loydrake will host the 2026
Wolverine Summer Camp June 2-3 on the main campus. The elementary
camp is designed for incoming third- through sixth-grade students and will
cost $65 per student. The camp will run from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Those enter-
ing the seventh through ninth grades as of next school year will attend the
elite camp at $65 per student from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Each camper should
wear a T-shirt, shorts, socks and basketball shoes. Personalized water bottles
are recommended, and basketballs will be provided. Camp activities will
include instruction in the areas of shooting, passing, rebounding, ball han-
dling, offense and defense, game action and end of camp awards. To register
for the camp, visit the girls’ basketball site on X at Brook Girls BBall.

Clear Brook boys basketball camp

Clear Brook boys’ basketball head coach Nathan Janak will host the 2026
Wolverine Basketball Camp June 15-18 at the main campus. Session one will
be open to students answering the fourth through sixth grade as of next school
year and will run from 9 to 10 a.m. Cost of the campus is $125 per student.
Session two is for boys and girls entering kindergarten through the third-grade
levels and will begin at 10 a.m. Cost of the camp is $85 per student. The third
session will be open to students entering the seventh through ninth grades and
will begin at 1 p.m. Cost of the camp is $125 per student. To register for the
camp, visit the Clear Brook boys’ basketball site on X at Clear Brook Hoops.

steady in Region 14

Despite a pair of losses
in recent action, the San
Jacinto College baseball
team sits third in the Re-
gion 14 South Division at
18-13, having put together
an overall record of 32-16.
Blinn leads the way in the
conference at 25-7 and has
strung together 37 victo-
ries to this point in the sea-
son against just 12 losses.
Wharton County junior
College, despite an overall
record of 24-24, is second
in a conference with a re-
cord of 20-12.

San Jacinto College had
actually won five straight
games before losing 7-3
and 10-6 games to Whar-
ton. In the opener of a
three-game set against
Wharton April 24, the Ra-

vens walked away with an
8-5 victory.

In that one, the Ravens
came from behind with
four runs in the bottom of
the ninth inning to walk
off with a victory after
trailing 5-4. Nathan Belle
scored two runs and drove
in a pair of runs, Christian
De Los Santos knocked in
a pair of runs, and Andrew
Ramos had two hits, in-
cluding a triple and scored
arun.

Ramos doubled and
tripled in the game, Cody
Palacios smacked a dou-
ble and Belle homered in
the game. Kade Johnson
earned the victory in relief
as he was the fifth Raven
pitcher to see action in the
game,

From there, Wharton
eventually came out on
top in the series with a pair
of victories. In the middle
game, Wharton scored
three runs in the bottom
of the first and second in-
nings to lead 6-0 and went
on to claim the victory.

Ramos led the way of-
fensively for the Ravens
as he smacked a home run.
R.J. Furcal also homered
in the game. In the series
finale, Wharton came up
with a 10-6 victory, scor-
ing four runs in the bottom
of the fifth inning and five
more in the bottom of the
sixth frame to erase a 5-1
deficit. Danati Fronduto
and De Los Santos had
doubles for the Ravens in
the game.

First place San Jacinto
College softball on a roll

Five straight conference
victories, including sweeps
of Alvin College and Blinn
College, have allowed the
San Jacinto College soft-
ball team to take control of
the South Division stand-
ings within the Region 14
ranks.

Now at 29-23 overall,
the Ravens have put to-
gether quite an impressive
13-3 record in the South
Division to this point of
the season, good for a
three-game lead over sec-
ond-place Alvin. Galves-
ton is third at 11-7, with
Blinn fourth at 12-8.

Defeating national-
ly ranked Galveston by a
10-2 count in the second
game of a twin set April
11, the Ravens began their
latest run of success in the
schedule. Fast forward
to April 25 at home, and
San Jacinto College swept
Alvin 10-7 and 8-5. Two
days later, the Ravens trav-
eled to Brenham to take on
Blinn, ultimately coming
away with 9-7 and 14-12
victories.

Scoring 51 runs in the
five-game win streak, the
Ravens have certainly seen
an uptick on the offen-
sive side of things. Now
through 51 games, the
Ravens have scored 331
runs and have hit .342 as a
team. While the Ravens do
not deliver a ton of sock in
the lineup as evidenced by
a relatively low total of 21
home runs, this group has
proven to be able to string
hits together.

In the opening game of
an April 25 set against Al-
vin, the Ravens scored runs
in five of their six offensive
frames to come away with
a 10-7 victory despite the
Dolphins plating three runs
in the top of the seventh in-
ning.

Offensively for the Ra-
vens, Kam DelLeon was
huge with three hits, two
runs scored and two runs
driven in. Teammates
Maddie Perez and Ary
Garcia both had two hits
and scored a run.

Perez and Garcia also
knocked in runs in the vic-

tory. Bree Winkelman had
three hits, scored twice and
drove in a run, while Jules
Delome had a pair of RBIs.
Sophomore Alyssa Terry
also had a big game with
two hits, scoring a run and
driving in another. DeLeon,
Perez and Garcia doubled
while DeLeon also tripled.
Perez smacked a home run
in the victory to punctuate
an offensive attack that had
15 hits.

Kaelin Hicks went the
distance in a circle for
the victory, allowing nine
hits and three earned runs
while striking out a pair.

In the second game, Al-
vin scored four runs in the
top of the first inning, but
then saw the Ravens rally
with three runs in their half
of the first frame.

San Jacinto College
went on to score two runs
in each of the third and
fourth innings in route to
an 8-5 victory.

Garcia was again one of
the offensive catalysts in
the game for the Ravens as
she drove in three runs with
a pair of hits. Perez had a
hit, scored a run and drove
in another, and Norman
had two hits, scored a run
and drove in two more.

Garcia doubled twice,
while Perez registered a
triple. In the circle, Audrey
Diercks earned the victory
as she pitched 4 1/3 in-
nings, allowing four hits
and no earned runs.

Addison Opela closed
out the victory with two
solid innings, allowing just
one hit and a walk.

Perez has continued to
be one of the top offensive
performers across the con-
ference as she has hit .483,
driving in a team-high 49
runs and collecting 73 hits
overall.

Norman is hitting 412
while knocking in 30 runs
and collecting 47 hits. Mia
Ortega is hitting .344, hav-
ing driven in 38 runs, and
Garcia is hitting .361 with
39 runs driven in. Alyssa
Terry is hitting 359, having
collected 52 hits and driven
in 22 runs. Hicks has easi-
ly been the top-performing
pitcher, registering a win-
loss record of 10-6 with
a 2.86 earned run average
over 115 innings of work.

Trinity Valley Commu-
nity College has run away
with things in the North
Division with a 16-2 con-
ference record as part of a
tremendous 46-6 overall
record. Paris Junior Col-
lege has gone 40-10 overall
and put together 14 wins
in 18 overall conference
games.

Those two programs
will certainly be heard
from in the conference
tournament, but the Ravens
have also proven to be a
top-notch competitor as
the postseason tournament
comes together in a little
over a month.
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