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Missing girl found safe
 Missing Dobie student Nikkole Ballard, 
15, was found safe the afternoon of Thursday, 
April 20. She had been reported missing the 
previous day after she failed to return home 
from school on Tuesday, April 18.

San Jac questionnaire inside
 A questionnaire for candidates seeking a 
position on the San Jacinto College Board of 
Trustees appears on Page 5A of this issue. 

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway from FM-1959/Dixie Farm 
Road to FM-528/NASA Road 1 will be closed 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Monday, May 1. Alter-
nate exit/entrance ramps will be closed.
 The northbound exit ramp to Bay Area 
Boulevard will be continuously closed through 
5 p.m. Thursday, April 27. Drivers should exit 
at El Dorado Boulevard and U-turn.
 The northbound entrance ramp from FM-
528/NASA Road 1 will be closed nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Friday, April 28. 
Drivers should use the next available entrance 
ramp.
 At least one southbound frontage road lane 
at Scarsdale will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. through Saturday, April 29.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Blood drive at Cabrini
 St. Frances Cabrini Church, located at 
10727 Hartsook, will host a blood drive, Sun-
day, May 7,  from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Fran-
cesca Hall. For information, call Richard or 
Janie Perales at 713-946-1223 or Jose Pena at 
832-638-8391.

CBM holds annual sale
 Clear Brook Meadows will hold its Annual 
Spring Garage Sale on Sunday, May 21. Each 
participant will hold his or her own sale.

Blood drive at St. Luke’s
 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will 
host a blood drive on Sunday, April 30, 8:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at St. Luke’s Catholic Church.  
Blood is needed every day for medical needs 
due to health and injuries, The community is 
urged to donate at St. Luke’s Catholic Church, 
social hall, 11011 Hall Road. All are welcome.  
For more information, call Val Comeaux 713-
582-5358 or John Urdiales 713-991-1425.

Beltway closures set
 At least one eastbound and one westbound 
frontage road lane on Beltway 8 from Black-
hawk to Scott Street/Fellows Road will be 
closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Sunday, April 30. The closures are associat-
ed with the ongoing project to widen Beltway 
8 from Beamer to Highway 288 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

Senior fair planned
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce, in collaboration with County Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis’ offi ce, will host a senior 
fair on Friday, May 5, at the community center 
at El Franco Lee Park, 9400 Hall Road, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The event will include more 
than 30 exhibitors featuring home health care, 
nutrition, gardening, continuing education 
programs, rehabilitation and much more. The 
fair will also offer blood pressure, hearing and 
other health screenings.

Lake of Golfcrest to meet
 Lake of Golfcrest has rescheduled its annu-
al HOA meeting for Monday, May 8, at 7 p.m. 
at the El Franco Lee Park Community Center, 
located at 9400 Hall Road. All member home-
owners are encouraged to attend this meeting 
to discuss important topics, including new 
HOA board members, the budget and annual 
dues. 

Pre-K and K roundup
 South Belt Elementary, 1801 Riverstone 
Ranch Drive, will hold an informational meet-
ing on May 15, at 6 p.m. for pre-K and kin-
dergarten roundup. All parents of pre-K and 
kindergarten students for the upcoming fall 
semester are urged to attend.

Beamer closure scheduled
 Beamer Road will be completely closed at 
Beltway 8 on Saturday, May 6, and Sunday, 
May 7, from 7 a.m. to midnight. This will be a 
full closure of the northbound and southbound 
lanes of Beamer under the beltway. Both 
U-turn lanes will also be closed.
 The measure is to ensure driver safety, as 
work on the beltway overpass is expected to 
cause debris to fall onto the Beamer thorough-
fare below.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from Beamer 
to Highway 288 from two to four lanes in each 
direction.

 The number of mail-in ballot requests for the 
May 6 Pasadena Independent School District 
board election has shattered all previous records, 
according to district offi cials.
 “As long as I’ve been working here, I’ve never 
seen anything like it,” said one PISD offi cial who 
has worked on district elections for multiple de-
cades.

 While no offi cial number of requests was avail-
able at press time, the spike was confi rmed by sev-
eral PISD staff members.
 “It’s substantially higher than ever,” said a sec-
ond district offi cial.
 According to one PISD board member, more 
than 2,000 requests for ballots had been processed 
at press time – more than ten times the amount of 

the previous record of around 150 mail-in votes.
 The option of mailing in ballots is available for 
those 65 and older, as well as for those who are dis-
abled.
 District offi cials attribute the increase in requests 
to a high-profi le mayoral race in the City of Pas-
adena. While in-person early voting and Election 
Day voting for the two entities take place at differ-
ent locations, the two elections may be combined 
on mail-in ballots upon request.
 Additionally, both the PISD and city contests 
have a full slate this election cycle, with all avail-

Election numbers shatter previous record
able positions being sought. Should all challengers 
win in the PISD election, it would mark the fi rst 
time in at least 40 years that newcomers made up 
the majority of the board.
 Also contributing to the increase in requests is 
the somewhat contentious nature of the elections, 
as a local Latino political action committee has 
been actively campaigning that Hispanics are un-
derrepresented in the Pasadena community.
 Early voting is currently underway and will con-
tinue through Tuesday, May 2. See related story on 
this page for additional information.

Early school voting underway
 Early voting for the May 6 school board and 
bond elections is currently underway and will con-
tinue through Tuesday, May 2.
 The Pasadena Independent School District, 
Clear Creek Independent School District and San 
Jacinto College District will all hold board elec-
tions. CCISD will additionally be holding a $487 
million bond referendum.
 Voters in the PISD election will decide who will 
fi ll four of the district’s seven board positions. All 
four incumbents have fi led for re-election.
 Position 1 incumbent Fred Roberts is being 
challenged by Roel Saldivar; Position 2 incumbent 
Mariselle Quijano is being challenged by Maria 
Vilma Duran; Position 3 incumbent Nelda R. Sul-
livan is being challenged by former PISD board 
member Larry Savala; and Position 4 incumbent 
Jack Bailey is being challenged by Jose A. Cazares.
 Early voting will take place at all fi ve of the 
school district’s comprehensive high school cam-
puses. Voting hours will be 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
through April 28 and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on May 1-2.
 For additional information or to see Election 

Day polling places, visit https://www1.pasade-
naisd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_80688/File/
Board%20Docs/Precinct%20Polling%20Plac-
es%20-Web%20Post.pdf.
 In the CCISD board election, voters will de-
cide who will fi ll the Position 2 and Position 3 
spots.
 Chris Reed is running unopposed for the 
Position 2 seat, and Position 3 incumbent Ken 
Baliker is being challenged by Arturo Sanchez.
 Most South Belt CCISD voters, however, reside 
in Position 4 and will be prohibited from voting in 
the board election, as the open seats are not in at-
large positions.
 South Belt CCISD voters will, however, will be 
able to cast their ballot on the district’s $487 mil-
lion bond proposal. If approved, the bond would 
allow the district to build new campuses, renovate 
older schools and make necessary infrastructure re-
pairs and improvements.
 For more information, visit www.ccisd.net/cms/
One.aspx?portalId=645487& pageId=20307550.

 Continued on Page 4A

PISD awarded Houston A+

The Pasadena Independent School District recently received a Houston A+ Challenge 
Strengthen award for the district’s Connect Personalized Learning Program. Shown above 
are, left to right, Toni Lopez, Connect organizer; Kenny Fernandez, school board secretary; 
Dr. DeeAnn Powell, superintendent of schools; John T. Powell, innovation and development 
coordinator; Dr. Karen Hickman, deputy superintendent of academic achievement; and Vick-
ie Vallet, director of instructional technology. See related story on Page 4A. 
 Photo by Reesha Brown

New pedestrian bridge coming

The City of Houston is constructing a new pedestrian bridge across Turkey Creek near the 
intersection of Sagecreek and Sagedowne. The original bridge, which connects the Sagemont 
and Highland Meadow subdivisions, was constructed by the Harris County Flood Control 
District in the early 1980s to make it easier for children to get to nearby schools. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Arrest made in League City death
 An arrest has been made in the death of Kelsey 
Nalepa, who died Saturday, April 8, following a 
car accident in League City.
 Erika Diebel, 41, has been charged with in-
toxication manslaughter with a vehicle. Accord-
ing to the League City Police Department, inves-
tigators determined there was probable cause to 
believe that Diebel was intoxicated at the time of 
the accident on Thursday, April 6.
 Offi cers initially responded to a three-car col-
lision in the 2600 block of West Main around 
5:50 p.m.
 Two vehicles were reportedly stopped in the 
eastbound lane, when a third car, driven by Dieb-
el, struck them from behind.
 Nalepa, 8, was in the back seat of one of the 

stopped vehicles and was badly injured in the 
crash. The third-grader was transported to the 
hospital by Life Flight, and two days later, was 
taken off life support.
 Nalepa had close ties to the South Belt com-
munity, as she was the daughter of Marcus and 
Nicole Nalepa. Marcus Nalepa is a former Dobie 
coach, and Nicole (Myers) Nalepa, a 1995 Do-
bie graduate, was a standout softball player at the 
school.
 A GoFundMe page was established following 
the child’s death, but the family terminated the 
account after they exceeded their $60,000 goal 
in just one day.
 At press time, Diebel was being held on a 
$100,000 bond.

Drug take-back day set for April 29
 Houston City Council Member Dave Martin 
will host the annual National Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day Saturday, April 29, at the Hous-
ton Police Department’s Clear Lake Substation, 
2855 Bay Area Blvd., from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 The national event, sponsored by the Drug 
Enforcement Administration, aims to provide a 
safe and convenient means of disposing of pre-
scription drugs while also educating the pub-
lic on the potential for the abuse of prescription 
medications. Sites will be available throughout 
the city for residents to drop off unused or ex-
pired drugs for safe disposal by law enforcement 
personnel.
 Unused medications in homes create a pub-
lic health and safety concern, because they are 
highly susceptible to accidental ingestion, di-
version, misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescrip-
tion drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high 
– more Americans currently abuse prescription 
drugs than the number of those using cocaine, 
hallucinogens and heroin combined, according 

to the most recent National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health. The majority of abused prescription 
drugs are obtained from family and friends, in-
cluding from the home medicine cabinet, ac-
cording to surveys of users.
 Four days after the DEA’s fi rst Take-Back 
event, Congress passed the Secure and Respon-
sible Drug Disposal Act of 2010, which amends 
the Controlled Substances Act to allow an “ulti-
mate user” of controlled substance medications 
to dispose of them by delivering them to enti-
ties authorized by the attorney general to accept 
them. The act also allows the attorney general to 
authorize long-term care facilities to dispose of 
their residents’ controlled substances in certain 
instances.
 Only solid medicines may be turned in. No 
liquids, injectables or needles will be accepted.
 To learn more about National Prescription 
Drug Take-Back Day or to see a full list of drop-
off locations, visit www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/
drug_disposal/takeback.

Annual cook-off April 27-29
 A record number of teams are expected to take 
part in this year’s South Belt Spectacular Cook-
off, set to take place Thursday, April 27, through 
Saturday, April 29, at El Franco Lee Park, lo-
cated at 9400 Hall Road. (Thursday will be for 
cookers only, while Friday and Saturday will be 
open to the public.)
 Approximately 90 cooking teams, occupy-
ing 160 spots, will compete for best margaritas 
(Thursday), chili (Friday), beans (Friday), chick-
en (Friday), brisket (Saturday), pork ribs (Satur-
day) and chef’s choice (Saturday).
 Children 12 and under will be admitted free 
on Saturday between 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to en-
joy the Kids Fun Zone, which will include sever-
al free children’s activities, such as moonwalks, 
rock climbing, an obstacle course, pony rides, a 
petting zoo, a train, face painting and hair braid-
ing, a bungee trampoline, a bubble blaster, coins 
in a haystack and characters such as Snow Queen 
Elsa, Elena of Avalor, Spiderman and Captain 
America. Attendees will also have a chance to 
take photos with a live watusi bull named Oliver.

 A live auction will coincide with the award 
ceremony on Saturday at 6 p.m.
 While no outside alcohol is allowed to be 
brought in by patrons, beer will be for sale on the 
cook-off grounds, along with barbecue sandwich-
es, sausage on a stick, turkey legs, hot dogs, Frito 
pies, chili, nachos, cotton candy, snow cones and 
drinks.
 Additional parking and a shuttle service will 
be available at Dobie High School and Moore 
Elementary. Dobie students and attendees should 
know there will be no parking allowed on Hall 
Road for the duration of the event.
 Although not offi cially affi liated with the 
cook-off, parking will be available for a fee at 
Freeway Baptist Church, located at 8702 King-
spoint.
 Admission will be $10 on Friday and $5 on 
Saturday before 4 p.m. and $10 after. All proceeds 
will go to the annual South Belt Fourth of July 
fi reworks display, also held at the area park. Any 
additional funds raised will be set aside for schol-
arships and other community youth projects.

Former students honor Kramer
 Former Dobie tennis coach Bobby Kramer 
made a lasting impression on both students and 
faculty alike. (See related photo Page 6A.)
 This was no more evident than when he was 
among the fi ve inductees, and lone faculty mem-
ber, to be recognized at Dobie’s annual Hall of 
Honor ceremony in late February and nearly two 
dozen of his former athletes and colleagues were 
in attendance to show their support. Some for-
mer students traveled from as far away as Ten-
nessee, Illinois and North Carolina to show their 
respect.
 Kramer coached at the high school from 1977 
to 1995, and his teams dominated District 23-5A 
play throughout the mid-1980s.

 At their peak, Kramer’s teams earned Top 10 
state rankings with a run of district champion-
ships.
 Starting in 1983, his girl players captured fi ve 
straight team tennis titles, and beginning in 1985, 
his combined boys and girls team won three 
straight district titles.
 The 1985 and 1987 squads reached the region 
semifi nals. In 1986, the Longhorns reached the 
region fi nal, falling just one step short of state.
 That squad won 59 of 63 matches in district 
play and swept the district fi eld in head-to-head 
competition, 7-0.
 In the spring of 1986, the Dobie doubles duo

 Continued on Page 6A

Police chase leads to drug seizure
 Acting on a nar-
cotics tip, deputies 
from the Special 
Operations Divi-
sion of the Harris 
County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce 
attempted to pull 
over a driver in a 
gold Jaguar sedan 
on Thursday April 
20, at approximately 10:35 a.m. as he was leav-
ing a motel near the Gulf Freeway at Fuqua.
 The driver failed to stop, and deputies gave 

chase down the southbound Gulf Freeway front-
age road. The suspect came to a stop when his 
car collided with another vehicle at the intersec-
tion of the Gulf Freeway and Scarsdale. The sus-
pect, described as a black male with short dread 
locks, then fl ed the scene of the crash on foot and 
was able to elude deputies by disappearing into 
an apartment complex on Algonquin.
 When deputies returned to the suspect’s ve-
hicle, they discovered more than 3,000 ecstasy 
pills and a small amount of marijuana. While 
deputies have identifi ed the suspect, he remained 
at large at press time. He faces multiple felony 
charges.

Seized narcotics
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Delgado-Islas
open, but upset
 I was really looking forward to the 
Leader this past Thursday and I must say 
I, too, was furious that the challenging 
candidates did not bother to submit their 
answers to the questionnaires.  
 As a minority woman to hear that the 
Texas Latino PAC is using the race card 
because our school board does not rep-
resent me is bull. My children have been 
in PISD for the past 5 years and I have 
not had an issue nor do I feel that the cur-
rent board members ignore us, the com-
munity.
 No, the complete opposite. They are 
more than willing to be part of the conver-
sation rather than be a problem.  None-
theless, I was opened to new ideas or 
suggestions to see how a diverse panel 
could potentially help elevate PISD in the 
future. But since the challenging candi-

dates do not seem to have time or pre-
fer to be silent I will do my civic duty and 
cast my vote.  We need to keep our board 
members!!!!!!!

Veronica Delgado-Islas

Teichelman favors
PISD incumbents
 I am writing this letter in support of the 
incumbents in the upcoming PISD school 
board election. Fred Roberts, Mariselle 
Quijano, Jack Bailey and Nelda Sullivan 
have proven themselves in the district. 
They do not have a hidden agenda, and 
they truly care about the children of Pas-
adena. The school district has a great 
reputation, and that does not come by 
accident. It starts with the dedication and 
caring about the success of the students, 
both socially and academically. All four 
candidates give endlessly of their time. 
They listen when people have a concern, 
and they do not make decisions in haste. 

DeathIn My Opinion

Local library events set
Parker Williams Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Wil-
liams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.
 Basic computer classes are offered on Wednesdays at 2:30 
p.m. Phone the library for information and registration de-
tails, or check the library’s home page at www.hcpl.net.
 Thursday, April 27, 2 p.m. Book discussion on The Storied 
Life of A. J. Fikry, by Gabrielle Zevian.
 Friday, April 28, 5 p.m. Anime Club-Bungo Stray Dogs, 
for ages 13 and older.
 Every week at the library:
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. 
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese Learning Time. Level 2 begins at 
10 a.m., Level 1 begins at 11:15 a.m. and Level 3 begins at 
2:30 p.m. For more information on these programs, speak 
with Loc Bui.
 For more information on library events, phone the library 
at 281-484-2036. Library hours are: Monday, 1 - 9 p.m.; Tues-
day, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Thursday, 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 -  6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
and Sunday, closed. 

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell 
Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
 Saturday,  April 29, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Saturday,  April 29, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. English learning; 
12:30 p.m. Lego playtime
 Saturday, April 29, 1 p.m. Teen movie: Dead Poet’s Soci-
ety
 Tuesday, May 2, 10:30 a.m. Baby storytime; 10:30 a.m. 
Toddler playtime
 Wednesday, May 3, 10:30 a.m. Toddler storytime; 11:15 
a.m. Toddler playtime
 Wednesday, May 3, Computer courses: 2 p.m. Com-
puter Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Basics;  4:30 p.m. Basic 
Powerpoint
 For more information on these programs, call the li-
brary at 832-393-2580. All events are free and open to the 
public.
 Bracewell hours are: Sunday, closed; Monday, 11 a.m. 
- 6 p.m.; Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Thurs-
day, noon - 8 p.m.; Friday, 1 - 5 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Spring 
Specials

281-481-9683

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

The Melillo Middle School Name That Book team 
placed fi rst in the middle school competition on 
March 26 against 11 teams. Awarded with medals and 
trophy are, left to right, (front row) Jasmine Tran, 

Melillo places fi rst in Name That Book

Connor King, Joshua Lopez (team coach), Victoria Couch-
man, (back row) Debra Yocum (campus librarian), Jacque-
line Oba, Marcus Gomez, Noah Garcia, Chelsea Akinloye 
and Diane Wheeler (campus principal). Photo submitted

Kids’ Backporch Productions presents A Little Princess as its 
62nd play. This story, by Frances Hodgson Burnett, has been 
made into a Shirley Temple movie and a more faithful version 
released in 1995. Using the facilities of Golden Rule Services, 
3801 Liberty Dr., Pearland, near Independence Park, the 
play will be presented May 5 at 7 p.m. and May 6 at 10 a.m., 
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are $14 for adults, $10 for seniors 
(age  65 and older) and $8  for youth (3-18 years). Tickets may 

Backporch presents A Little Princess

be purchased 30 minutes early, online at kidsbackporchpro
ductions.org or call 281-412-5350 to place a will-call order. 
A cast of 21 actors brings the 1910 rich girl’s school to life, 
showing all women and young ladies are princesses - and 
should be treated as such! Left to right, Vanessa Marsh, 
Thandie Vereen, Victoria Landers, Addison Rosenthal and 
Karina Marquez rehearse a scene from the play.
 Photo by Dana Hayes

Pearland GOP meet May 16
 The community is invited to the Pearland Area Republican 
Club’s meeting on Tuesday, May 16, at which U.S. military 
members and veterans will be honored. The guest is Hob-
by Airport USO Center Operations and Programs Manager 
Speedy Zuniga. Remember to bring travel-size items to do-
nate to the Hobby Airport USO for our military members’ 
use. Everyone is invited to attend the event with a friend at 
the Pearland Church of Christ annex, 2217 N. Grand Blvd. in 
Pearland. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Meeting begins at 7 p.m.

Alistair Spenlow, played by Vance (Bo) Richardson (left) 
and Sylvie, played by Avry Diaz are featured in Pasadena 
Little Theatre’s production of Move Over, Mrs. Markham 
by John Chapman and Ray Cooney. 
 Photo by Dario Failla

PLT presents Move Over, Mrs. Markham
 Pasadena Little The-
atre, Houston’s oldest 
community theater in 
continuous operation, 
continues its 62nd season, 
the Something to Talk 
About season, with Move 
Over, Mrs. Markham by 
John Chapman and Ray 
Cooney.
 It is set in a very ele-
gant top fl oor London fl at, 
belonging to Philip and 
Joanna Markham. The 
fl at has been under reno-
vation, and thus has been 
largely empty. Philip is a 
straight-laced publisher 
of children’s books, and 
he shares an offi ce with 
his partner, Henry Lodge, 
on the ground fl oor. Re-
luctantly, Philip agrees 
to let Henry borrow his 
apartment for the evening 
to “entertain” his latest 
girlfriend. At the same 

time, Joanna Markham is 
persuaded by Linda Lodge 
to let her borrow the apart-
ment, so she can entertain 
her lover. What nobody 
knows is that the interior de-
signer who had been deco-
rating the apartment for the 
past three months has decid-
ed that this was the night he 
and the au pair girl would 
try out the new round bed! 
When all three sets of people 
converge on the apartment, 
expecting to fi nd it empty, 
chaos and confusion ensue. 
 PLT’s presentation of 
Move Over, Mrs. Markham 
features as director well-
known actor and director, 

Alan Gardiner-Atkinson 
along with an outstanding 
cast. This production opens 
on May 5 and continues 
weekends through May 21. 
Friday and Saturday show-
times are 8 p.m. and Sunday 
matinées are at 3 p.m. Tick-
et prices are $15 for adults 
and $12 for students and se-
niors. 
 There is one Thursday 
show on May 18 which 
is the 2-for-$20 show. To 
purchase tickets, make res-
ervations or for more in-
formation, call the box of-
fi ce at 713-941-1758, or 
log onto www.pasadenalit
tletheatre.org.

If you have attended a school board 
meeting, you know that they ask ques-
tions and do not automatically answer 
yes to an agenda item. If you look around 
at the growth in the district, even in the 
South Belt alone, you will see progress 
with the facilities that have happened un-
der their leadership. In addition, they take 
the time to attend school district events 
to show their support of the students and 
families in the community. Most impor-
tantly, this has been going on for years 
starting back when their own children at-
tended schools in Pasadena. If you vote 
for them, which I hope you will, I believe 
you will continue to see the district grow 
and prosper under their leadership. 
 Sincerely,  Nancy Teichelman
 Retired principal from 
 Stuchbery Elementary 

Salazar touts war 
documentary
 Last June, we held a ceremony at the 
Metro Multi-Service Center to commem-
orate the 50th anniversary of the begin-
ning of US involvement in the Vietnam 
War. It was well attended and received. 
Our offi ce had the opportunity to bring 
many Veterans from that war together 
and show them our appreciation by pin-
ning a special pin on their lapels. Vets 
who could not attend were represented 
by family members. Quite a few people  
joined us, as well as elected offi cials, and  
we were honored to honor them. As most 
of you know, the road home for Veterans 
of the Vietnam War was rocky for most. 
Our nation has had a few points in history 
where we did not do things so well, and 
one of them was the disgraceful way we 
treated these warriors after they returned 
from service. We grew a lot since, and 
our communities do so much more now 
to honor our Veterans and assist them in 

their transition. We learned a hard les-
son, but we are working hard to do better 
by those who serve.
 In just a week, we will add another 
chapter to our appreciation of the sacri-
fi ces of our Vietnam Veterans. Ken Burns 
is coming to town to screen excerpts from 
his upcoming documentary, The Vietnam 
War. While the documentary won’t be-
gin airing on PBS until September, the 
screening will take place here in Houston 
on 4/26. Please see more information on 
the event below.    
 If you know anything about Ken Burns, 
you know he is a big deal. Mr. Burns is 
creator or co-creator of some of the best 
documentaries of our time. He is respon-
sible for the groundbreaking series on 
the Civil War, as well as other great fi lms 
on World War II, baseball, the nation-
al parks, the presidents Roosevelt, and 
others. He is one of the best, if not the 
best. If you are reading this, you have the 
opportunity to see him at this screening 
event, months before anyone will see this 
new series on the air. 
 Tickets are available for purchase. If 
you are a Veteran, especially a Vietnam 
Veteran, we will offer you access to the 
free tickets our offi ce has in hand - fi rst 
come, fi rst served. We only have 25 free 
tickets available. If interested, please call 
our offi ce as soon as possible at 832-
393-0992. 
 You will have to make arrangements 
to pick them up at City Hall before the 
event. Preference fi rst is to Vietnam Vet-
erans and then other Veterans. Even if 
you miss out on the free tickets and have 
to pay for one, it will be well worth the 
price. Ken Burns may never come this 
way again. 
 We wish you all well. Thanks,

 Carl Salazar 
Director, City of Houston 
Offi ce of Veterans Affairs

Abdul Muiz is an eleven-year resident of the South Belt area and a student at West-
brook Intermediate, attending the fi nal weeks of his seventh-grade year. Based on his 
exceptional achievement on the STARR test in sixth grade, Muiz was recommended 
to take a seventh-grade SAT exam. Muiz successfully took the SAT exam in January. 
Subsequent to the SAT exam, Duke University offered Muiz to register under their elite 
Talent Search Program. He was accepted and attended an extensive course titled “Hu-
man Rights Advocacy” that was offered over an entire weekend in March. Muiz is very 
bright in all core subjects and it is his passion to excel further into his studies. Apart 
from studies, Muiz also loves playing soccer, basketball and cricket. Photo submitted

Local student qualifi es for Duke 

Leader checks out social media
By Mary Doan 

 A member of multiple 
South Belt Facebook pag-
es, Jeff Turnipseed, has 
organized a donation drive 
for school supplies at local 
schools to bring aware-
ness of the need for school 
supplies of which teachers 
run out and are in need 
of replenishing during 
the school year. Teachers 
from Meador Elementa-
ry School have composed 
a list of the most-needed 
supplies that must be re-
plenished throughout the 
year, such as dry erase 
markers, hand sanitizer, 
permanent markers, glue 
sticks, pencil boxes, cray-
ons, #2 pencils, markers, 
tape, liquid glue, Kleenex 
and much more. The sup-
plies may be taken direct-
ly to Meador Elementary, 
10701 Seaford Drive, or 
sent with a student attend-
ing the school with a note 
notifying the staff of the 
donation. 
 For additional informa-

tion on donations of school 
supplies, contact Meador 
Elementary School coun-
selor, Tara Merida, at 
TMerida@pasadenaisd.
org or visit The Mont!! 
Facebook page. 
 The Vietnamese Mar-
tyrs Church will host its 
15th annual Crawfi sh Fes-
tival on Friday, April 28, 
from 4 p.m. to midnight. 
The festival will resume 
on Saturday, April 29, at 9 
a.m. and will close at 11:30 
p.m. There will be various 
types of Vietnamese foods, 
games with prizes, Viet-
namese performers from 
Vietnam, raffl es and tour-
naments for sports such as 
basketball and volleyball. 
A shuttle service will be 
provided for visitors who 
park at Almeda Mall. For 
more information, visit the 
2017 Vietnamese Martyrs 
Crawfi sh Festival Face-
book page or vnmartyrs.
net.
 According to a member 
of the Pets of Southbelt 

Facebook page, a Pomera-
nian named Duchess, went 
missing Saturday, April 15. 
Duchess is a white-and-
brown female Pomeranian 
with long hair. Duchess 
was last seen around the 
intersection of Blackhawk 
Blvd. and Southbluff Blvd. 
near Beltway 8. 
 For more information or 
photographs of Duchess, 
visit the Pets of Southbelt 
Facebook page or contact 
the owner, Elisa Fernandez 
at 832-752-1676.

Former South Belt resident’s 
work premieres in New York
 Michelle Manzanales, a 
former South Belt resident, 
had her work, Con Brazos Ab-
iertos, premiere on April 18 at 
the Joyce Theatre in New York.
 Manzanales, the director of 
the Ballet Hispanico School of 
Dance, grew up in the South 
Belt area and lived in the area 
until her early twenties. She 
attended Meador Elementa-
ry, Beverly Hills Intermediate, 
Dobie High School and the 
University of Houston.
 According to the Ballet 
Hispanico blog, “Con Brazos 
Abiertos is an exploration of 
Manzanales’ identity and the 
iconic cultural symbols which 

she was reluctant to embrace 
as a Mexican-American child 
growing up in Texas.”
 “Con Brazos is a piece 
about exploring  identity,” said 
Manzanales. “It was import-
ant for me to not only honor 
where my family comes from 
and my history, but to also 
honor where I am right now. 
Most everyone in the U.S. is 
an immigrant, and there are 
these splintered cultural back-
grounds everywhere. And so 
now, everyone is having this 
experience of fi guring out, 
‘Who am I?’ This conversa-
tion is so important, especial-
ly in today’s climate, where 

so many Americans are being 
attacked for who they are. The 
awareness, the celebration, 
and discovery of knowing 
yourself–I’m constantly ask-
ing questions about who I am. 
As a kid, heritage and culture 
seems like something you’re 
born into and that you don’t 
think is very impressive or 
amazing, but it really is.”
 Con Brazos Abiertos 
played at the Joyce Theatre 
from April 18 to 23 for the 
Company’s New York Sea-
son. For more information on 
Manzanales and Ballet His-
panico, visit https://www.bal
lethispanico.org.

 

Michelle Manzanales, shown left, 
is a former South Belt resident 
and director for the School of 
Dance Ballet Hispanico. Her work 
Con Brazos Abiertos premiered at 
the Joyce Theatre in New York on 
April 18. According to a review 
written by Jerry Hochman in Crit-
icalDance, Hochman states, “The 
piece, which had its world pre-
miere last month, is intelligently 
conceived and crafted, told in an 
unusual and captivating way, and 
compelling enough to make even 
someone with no known Mexi-
can blood feel the process and the 
pain.” Photo submitted

Manzanales’ 
work

premieres 
in NY

Gerald P. 
(Jerry) Kenney

ra Ann Huffstetler and they 
began their family. 
 In 1960 Jerry started 
working in Langley, Virginia 
for what soon became known 
as NASA. In 1961, he and 
his wife, along with their two 
oldest children, transferred to 
the Houston offi ce of NASA. 
While working for the space 
agency and completing his 
education at the University of 
Houston, he and Barbara add-
ed three more children to the 
fold, bought a house in the 
Sagemont subdivision, and 
settled down for a permanent 
life in Houston.
 Jerry had a career of more 
than 45 years in the space 
program, working on the 
Apollo program, space shut-
tle program and even the 
European Space Station pro-
gram. Along the way he add-
ed one more child to even up 
the score at three girls and 
three boys. 
 He was an active member 
in his Sagemont community, 
serving as the fi rst ever pres-
ident of the Sagemont Pool, 
assisting with coaching du-
ties in Little League Baseball 

and football, offi ciating foot-
ball games and attending as 
many events as he could in 
which his children and grand-
children participated. 
 Jerry loved life and loved 
to fi ll it with laughter while 
spending time with family 
and many friends. He was a 
devout Catholic and an orig-
inal member of the Catholic 
Community of St. Luke the 
Evangelist Church. He in-
stilled a strong sense of faith 
and love for God in his chil-
dren and his many grandchil-
dren. Only his love for his 
wife and family came close 
to his love for Christ, with his 
love for golf coming in as a 
close third.
 On April 20, 2017, after a 
short battle with cancer, Jerry 
died while Barbara held him 
in her arms. He is survived by 
his loving wife of 60 years; 
fi ve children; 13 grandchil-
dren; six great-grandchil-
dren; two sisters; and two 
brothers. 
 The memorial service was 
held at St. Luke the Evange-
list Catholic Church on April 
25, 2017. 

 Gerald P. (Jerry) Kenney 
was born on Jan. 29, 1938, 
in East St. Louis, to Tim and 
Virginia Kenney. He was the 
second oldest of fi ve children 
born to the couple. Before 
graduating high school he 
and his older brother won a 
state championship football 
title  – something he loved to 
talk about with his grandsons. 
In 1956 he started college at 
Virginia Polytechnical Insti-
tute (Virginia Tech). 
 In 1957 he married Barba-
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Sullivan school 
to hold concerts  
 Sullivan Middle School 
has announced two upcom-
ing events that are on the 
school’s fi ne arts calendar.
 The fi rst event is the 6th-
grade band concert which 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
April 27, from 6 to 7 p.m. at 
Sullivan Middle School.

 The second event is 
the 5th-grade band con-
cert which is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 2, from 6 to 7 
p.m. This event is also at the 
school.
 Sullivan Middle School 
is located at located at 1112 
Queens Road in Pasadena.

The Dobie High School Latin Club traveled to San Antonio to compete at Sandra Day O’Connor High School 
on Saturday, April 1, in the Texas State Junior Classical League Latin competition. The club broke its fourth-
place streak and placed third in the competition. Shown with their ribbons and trophies, left to right, (front 
row) Lisa Barrett, Mary Doan, Idania Guzman, Stephanie Martinez, Alexis Tran, Kareem Salomon, Ashley 
Nguyen, Rebecca Shaffer, Jenny Lu, Erika Ragasa, Noelle Phan, Cassandra Guevara, Amber Nguyen, Sami 
Yu, Jade Nanez, Shawn Krivik, Victoria Dao, (second row) Annie Tran, Jennifer Nguyen, Andy Nguyen, Sandy 
Huynh, Dalila Nguyen, Tiffany Duong , Kathrina Villanueva, Jose Trujillo, Andrea Chapa, Samantha Merill, 

Dobie Latin Club competes in TSJCL San Antonio

Patrick Tran, Vnam Tran, Nico Macedo, Stephanie Gonzales, Holly Vu, Jasmine Pham, Benjamin Tran, 
Alexander Tran, (third row) Roberto Rayos, Vincent Ta, Thuyen Vu, Johari Weaver, Felicity Soto, Catherine 
Le, Emily Reyes, Stephanie Bonilla, Preston Chung, Minh To, Cayla Pena, Uyen Phan, Thuy Dinh, Court-
ney Chung, Tony Tran, Trey Meyers, Cecilia Torres, Irene Kim, (back row) Steven Nguyen, Justin Vu, Victor 
Nguyen, Everett Moreno, Sean Le, Jason Sabal, Tina Ha,  Jacob Nguyen, Austin Luu, Jason Le, Alejandro 
Montejano, Christian Laurila, Michelle Nguyen, Hy Tran and Kay Duong.      

                  Photo by Bradley Nguyen

South Belt Elementary announces honor, merit attendance awards
 The following honor roll, 
merit roll, perfect attendance, 
principal’s award, all star read-
ers, math wizards and good 
citizens have been released by 
South Belt Elementary for the 
third nine weeks. 

Honor Roll
Third Grade

 Shawn Armstrong, Joshua 
Arrendondo, Ivan Ayala, Ky-
lie Campos, Abigail Gutierrez, 
Jakob Hasbell, Audrina Her-
nandez, Jayden Lee, Bao Ngo, 
Daniel Soto, Jalen Tran and 
Gavynn Trevino.

Fourth Grade
 Jonathan Alexander, Steph-
anie Bui, Trish Nguyen, Jabez 
Palmer and Jason Ta.

Merit Roll
Third Grade

 Ava Castillo, John Duar-
te, Joel Fisher, Aley Garza, 
Evalyna Gonzalez, Gilbert 
Loehr, Lenny Mendoza, Lau-
ren Moorer, Haley Nguyen, 
Michelle Nguyen, Mia Bella 
Sudario Garza, Emily Taylor 
and Thu Vo.

Fourth Grade
 Tatyonna Chappell, Emily 

Hernandez, Madison Puente, 
Merab Saim, Nolan Tran and 
Addison Yount.

Perfect Attendance
Kindergarten

 Samuel Alexander, Saman-
tha Barraza, Lila Collazos, 
Gael Diaz, EJ Edwards, Ben-
nett Fiterman, Charles Fobbs, 
Helena Gonzales, Erieal Hen-
derson, Riley Hensley, Bradley 
Jones, Alice Lam and Jayda 
Lasker.
 Juliet Martinez, Melanie 
Martinez, Ava Ortiz, Adiana 
Padilla, Nathan Precella, Dan-

iel Ramirez, Emily Rodriguez, 
Nathan Torres, Evan Tread-
way, Christina Vu, Jolie Vu and 
Ghazal Zamzam.

First Grade
 Devin Aguilera, Jacob Agu-
irre, Noah Aleman, Isaiah Am-
briz, Teyonna Beason, Joseph 
Bello, Delilah Deleon, Isaac 
De Luna, Alyssa Fobbs, Mi-
guel Galan, Isabella Gonzales, 
Roberto Granados, Jaylen Hill, 
La’Riah Houston, Rya Hurd, 
Shayaan Khan, Kennedy Liv-
ingston, Caylee Martinez and 
Donavan Martinez.

 Isaiah Mata, Isaiah Macha-
do, Grace Nguyen, Mia Nguy-
en, Meredyth Onguso, Kinora 
Ploucha, Gabriela Ramirez, 
Alayana Rodriguez, Emman-
uel Rodriguez, Jordyn Rodri-
guez, Mia Roppola, Emma 
Stone, Dexter Sullivan, Nala 
Tealer, Kayla Thomas and Les-
lie Torres.

Second Grade
 Olivia Antoine, Jordan Ber-
nard, Kayla Calderon, Khloe 
Coronado, Shawn Deedman, 
Carlos Delgado, Kyleigh Dors-
ey, Alyssa Espinoza, Bianca 
Flores-Pineda, Ayden Garza, 
Nathan Gaytan, Kyler Go-
mez, Marcos Gonzales, Vivian 
Hang, Alexia Hoang, Carolyn 
Jaramillo, Jeremiah Johnson 
and Audrey Lopez.
 Felipe Martinez, Max Mar-
tinez, Morgan Momie, Evan 
Mora, Zamira Mosely, Andrew 
Nguyen, Lucianno Padillo, Su-
jina Pandit, Joel Pena, Juliana 
Perez, Mathew Perez, Jon-
ny Pham, Aubree Rodriguez, 
Jaliya Silas, Alex Soria, Faith 
Vasquez, Alex Vouffo and An-
gelina Vu.

Third Grade
 Anthony Agirre, Kayla 
Akinfenwa, Xavier Ambriz, 
Caleb Brown, Leslie Cos-
ta, Khayden Davis, Lilliana 
Delara, Vanessa De La Fuente, 
Joseph Faz, Emily Golenko, 
Abigail Gutierrez, Jakob Has-
bel and Tavaris Haulcy.
 London Herrera, Aiden Ho, 
Richsmond Huynh, Vi Hughn, 
Davion Johnson, Sheyanne 
Keller, Micheal Komi, Danton 
Le, Gilbert Loehr, Santiago 
Lopez, Auriana Mata, Lenny 
Mendoza, Jessica Moises, Bao 
Ngo, Daniel Nguyen, Haley 
Nguyen and Leon Nguyen.
 Michelle Nguyen, Minh 
Nguyen, Chloe Nunez, Bren-
dan Parrish, Alexis Perez, Max 
Perez, Kinotsu Ploucha, Leila 
Reyes, Gia Rodriguez, Clar-
issa Ruiz, Cymoria Silas, Aa-
liyah Soto, Mia Bella Sudario 

Garza, Brionna Tottenham, Ja-
len Tran, Mina Tran, Gavynn 
Trevino and Joseph  Vivier.

Fourth Grade
 Lorena Adams, Jonathan 
Alexander, Rolando Am-
briz, Owen Barr, Kaysie Da-
vis-Lewis, Vyvy Do, Julius 
Edmondson, Aniya Flemming, 
Diego Gonzalez, Emily Her-
nandez, Lillian Huerte, Jerry 
Ibarra and Isaiah Johnson.
 Xavier Keller, Linda Komi, 
Jacob Lam, Jaylon Lasker, 
Andy Le, Nathan Le, Jorge 
Martinez, Priscilla Martinez, 
Julian Melchor, Aliah Moore, 
Zakyria Myers, Abriana Neco, 
Trish Nguyen, Hope Ortiz, 
Jabez Palmer, Julianne Pham 
and Madison Puente.
 Jayden Ramirez, Lil-
li Ramirez, Abrianna Reyn-
olds, Julian Salazar, Jordan 
Scimmons, Taylor Sindney, 
McKenzie Smith, Jason Ta, 
Jared Toro, Diego Torres, Jen-
nifer Torres, Nolan Tran, Isaiah 
Vivier, Megan Vu, Ryan White 
and Moaaz Zaman.

Principal’s Award
First Grade

 Aaden Aguilar, Devin 
Aguilera, Jacob Aguirre, Ju-
wayriyah Ali, Isaiah Ambriz, 
Bethenny Avelar, Alijah Ban-
da, Joseph Bello, Aja Breaux, 
Mia Cantu, Sophie Centeno, 
Elizabeth Cervantes, Alexan-
der Chavez, Adam Cid, Sophia 
Cleary, Jamari Clemons and 
Isaac De Luna.
 Samantha De Luna, Kay-
la De Robles, Delilah Deleon, 
Kenya Delong-Thompson,  
Langston Edwards, Adrian 
Garza, Allesandra Garza, Al-
ynna Gonzales, Isabella Gon-
zales, Roberto Granados, Jas-
min Hernandez and Rya Hurd.
 Natalie Huynh, Luke Kel-
lan, Gabriel Laurila, Ken-
nedy Livingston, Isaiah Lo-
pez, Isaiah Machado, Caylee 
Martinez, Donavan Martinez, 
Jayme Martinez, Brandon Mc-
Neal, Paula Medrano, David 

Melchor, Ava Morin, Hailey 
Naughton, Grace Nguyen, Mia 
Nguyen and Arianna Ochoa.
 Emma Olvera, Meredyth 
Onguso, Emma Parker, Da-
mian Pereida, Kinora Ploucha, 
Julie Rich, Alayna Rodriguez, 
Jordyn Rodriguez, Makayla 
Rodriguez, Mia Roppolo, Em-
manuel Ruiz, Abdul Saim, Lil-
iana Salazar, Makayla Salazar, 
Paul Salinas, Abriella Sanchez, 
Lorenzo Sanders and Kailynn 
Scott.
 Connor Sidney, Kolton 
Smith, Bella Starks, Logan 
Stewart, Emma Stone, Lori 
Suarez, Dexter Sullivan, Alec 
Tamegnon, Kayla Thomas, 
Krystal Thomas, Christopher 
Torres, Leslie Torres, Hayden 
Walker, Cielo Wright and Has-
san Zamzam.

Second Grade
 Gabrielle Aleman, Ibrahim 
Ali, Ayan Alijafri, Olivia An-
toine, Nathan Arriaga, Ibra-
him Asif, Makaya Augustine, 
Hayden Austin,  Kaci-Lynn 
Bernard, Paige Bernard, Evan 
Bowden, Naiven Buendia, 
Alexandria Byrd, Kayla Cal-
deron, Jadyn Cantu and Savan-
na Castillo.
 Khloe Coronado, Shawn 
Deedman, Carlos Delgado, 
Kyleigh Dorsey, Alyssa Espi-
noza, Jade Fernandez, Macy 
Figueroa, Xander Fiterman, 
Courtlyn Fletcher, Bianca 
Flores-Pineda, Patrick Fobbs, 
Jaylen Ford, Kareli Garza, 
Noah Gaytan and Romeo Gill.
 Lynley Gillis, Kyler Go-
mez, Marcos Gonzales, Vivian 
Hang, Alexia Hoang, Nolan 
Hua, Anthony Jennings, Ma-
rina Kostikoglou, Zyha Lam, 
Taylor Lastik, Allyssa Lauri-
la, Sheyla Le, Hayden Limas, 
Audrey Lopez, Kelvin Lopez, 
Felipe Martinez, Mackenzie 
Martinez, Max Martinez and 
Kellan McCalla.
 Morgan Momie, Katelinh 
Moore, Evan Mora, Derrick 
Myers, Zainab Naveed, An-

drew Nguyen, Cody Nguyen, 
Haylly Nguyen, Justin Nguy-
en, Sujina Pandit, Ethan Perei-
da, Jeremiah Perez, Juliana 
Perez, Matthew Perez, Jonny 
Pham and Vihaan Prakash.
 Damien Ram, Kendrick 
Ramos, Lyiah Randle Camp-
bell, Aubree Rodriguez, Car-
los Sanchez, Manuel Sanchez, 
Gabby Sepeda, Donavan Ser-
na, Jaliyah Silas, Christine 
Simpson, Persephone Soria, 
Marissa Tavera and Danica Ti-
tus-Williams.
 Issac Urquieta, Faith 
Vasquez, Jasmin Vasquez, 
Jetziel Velasquez, Jabari Ven-
son, Alex Vouffo, Angelina Vu, 
Zyria Watson, Rachel Wilson 
and Heather Yount.

Third Grade
 Anthony Aggire, Kayla 
Akinfenwa, Emily Alvara-
do, Leovanni Alvarez, Xavier 
Ambriz, Joshua Arredondo, 
Shawn Armstrong, Ivan Ayala, 
Kaila Baltzell, Cadence Brade, 
Caleb Brown, Kylie Campos, 
Anthony Cancel, Ava Castillo 
and Jakeida Cervantes.
 Alonzo Chapman, Macy 
Cooper, Mia D’Anda, Vanessa 
De La Fuente, Lilliana Delara, 
Joseph Faz, Joel Fisher, Aley 
Garza, Cedric Gillespie, Emily 
Golenko, Belen Gomez, Adam 
Gonzales and Evalyna Gonza-
les.
 Ryleigh Gonzalez, Abi-
gail Gutierrez, Reyna Harvey, 
Audrina Hernandez, Ava Her-
nandez, Kenzie Hernandez, 
London Herrera Richsmond 
Huynh, Vi Huynh, Layla Jack, 
Keli’jah Jackson, Michael 
Komi, Jason Leahman, Alex 
Le and Danton Le.
 Jayden Lee, Santiago Lo-
pez, Liliana Mata, Mia Mata, 
Mario Martinez, Lauren Moor-
er, Ayden Munoz, Bao Ngo, 
Haley Nguyen, Jennifer Nguy-
en, Michelle Nguyen, Thein 
Nguyen, Chloe Nunez, Max 
Perez, Kinotsu Ploucha, Lei-
la Reyes, Carolina Rodriguez, 
Gia Rodriguez, Clarissa Ruiz 
and Oscar Salinas.
 Cymoria Silas, Daniel Soto, 
Makayla St. Romain, Mia Bel-
la Sudario Garza, Alcorta Sur-
real, Emily Taylor, Brionna 
Tottenham, Jalen Tran, Mina 
Tran, Gavynn Trevino, Katia 
Vazquez, Noah Villereal, Noah 
Villereal, Joseph Vivier and 
Thu Vo.

Fourth Grade
 Jonathan Alexander, Aun-
drea Amescua, Daniel Arce-
neaux, Owen Barr, Aniya Bea-
sley, Nathan Bui, Stephanie 
Bui, Victoria Byrd, Michael 
Collins, Avageline Cosse, 
Gyzelle Delgado, Vyvy Do, 
Natalie Espinosa and Aniya 
Flemming.
 Brianna Garza, Yazmin 
Gonzalez, Emily Hernandez, 
Kiera Huyn, Jerry Ibarra, Jake 
Joslin, Heidy Kamh, Xavi-
er Keller, Jacob Lam, Jay-
lon Lasker, Andy Le, Nathan 
Le, Sebastian Lopez, Lianna 
Lumpkin, Tatiana Luna, Kack-
ie Martinez and Priscilla Mar-
tinez.
 Kayden Montez, Aliah 
Moore, Vanessa Moreno Tre-
vino, Abriana Neco, Jennie 
Nguyen, Trish Nguyen, Hope 
Ortiz, Jabez Palma, Trinity 
Parker, Emily Parrish, Niko 
Pelaez, Julianne Pham, Madi-
son Puente, Dasia Ram, Lillie 
Ramirez, Derek Rodriguez and 
Merab Saim.
 Julian Salazar, Justin Sala-
zar, Ketlia Sanchez, Vashti 
Sanchez, Sebastian Sanders, 
McKenzie Smith, Pitou So, 
Tristan Sudario, Jason Ta, Ol-
ivia Tamez, Jennifer Torres, 

Nolan Tran, Andrew Ullman, 
Suzeth Velasquez, Sophia Vu, 
Theodore Washington and Ad-
dison Yount.

All Star Readers
Kindergarten

 Jennifer Aguirre, Samuel 
Alexander, Samantha Barraza, 
Maham Bukhari, Maddison 
Campos, Lola Carrizal, Ashton 
Carter, Sabrina Cavazos, Lila 
Collazos, Brooklyn Corona-
do, Carissa Cortez, Kaci Cur-
ry- Shepard, Kate Dao, Tori 
De Hoyos, Gael Diaz, Peyton 
Dowell, Iris Durrette and EJ 
Edwards.
 Myla Figuerroa, Bennett 
Fiterman, Carter Fletcher, 
Bryan Flores, Matteo Garc-
iduenas, Unique Garza, Mia 
Gonzales, Helena Gonzalez, 
Mikayla Gonzalez, Howard 
Green, Erieal Henderson, Ri-
ley Hensley, Elijah Hernandez 
and Jeanette Hernandez.
 Sophia Hernandez, Durri-
yah Hill, Sabillah James, San-
tanah Jimenez, Bradley Jones, 
Alice Lam, Jayda Lasker, 
Adrian Lewis, Pablo Lopez, 
Phudwadet Maingot, Mason 
Martinez, Melanie Martinez, 
Chloe Maycott and Brady Mc-
Neal.
 Gabriel Melchor, Juliet 
Melchor, Nicole Nadi, An-
nie Nguyen, Hillary Nguyen, 
Ava Ortiz, Abby Palma, Carter 
Pham, Nathan Precella, Dan-
iel Ramirez, Melody Ramirez, 
Oscar Ramirez, Grayson Ri-
ley, Mathew Ritchey, Rebecca 
Ritchey and Emily Rodriguez.
 Sebastian Sanders, Mary-
Kate Schroader, Brianna Scott, 
Nathaniel Simpson, Evan 
Treadway, Leo Trevino, Joel 
Villarreal, Christina Vu, Jolie 
Vu and Ghazal Zamzam.

Math Wizards
Kindergarten

 Samuel Alexander, Na-
than Arriaga, Samantha Bar-
raza, Brock Bernard, Maham 
Bukhari, Maddison Cam-
pos, Gabe Castillo, Sabrina 
Cavazos, Brooklyn Corona-
do, Carissa Cortez, Gael Diaz, 
Peyton Dowell and Ava Dyer.
 Myla Figuerroa, Bennett 
Fiterman, Carter Fletcher, Bry-
an Flores, Helen Gonzalez, 
Mia Gonzalez, Mikayla Gon-
zalez, Riley Hensely, Elijah 
Hernandez, Erieal Hernandez, 
Jennifer Hernandez, Sophia 
Hernandez and Bradley Jones.
 Alice Lam, Long Le, Phu-
wadet Maingot, Juliet Marti-
nez, Melanie Martinez, Brady 
McNeal, Chloe Maycott, Ni-
cole Nadi, Abby Palma, Car-
ter Pham, Jonny Pham, Melo-
dy Ramirez, EJ Reynolds and 
Grayson Riley.
 Matthew Ritchey, Rebec-
ca Ritchey, Emily Rodriguez, 
John Sanchez, Mary Kate 
Schroder, Nathaniel Simpson, 
Leo Trevino and Rachel Wil-
son.

First Grade
 Devin Aguilar, Jacob Agu-
irre, Isaiah Ambriz, Joseph 
Bello, Aja Breaux, Adam 
Cid, Kayla De Robles, Mi-
guel Galan, Alessandra Gar-
za, Jazmin Hernandez, Miguel 
Johnson, Gabriel Laurila and 
Andres Lopez.
 Isaiah Machado, Donovan 
Martinez, Branson McNeal, 
Ava Morin, Grace Nguyen, 
Mia Nguyen, Emma Park-
er, Julian Phillips, Gabriela 
Ramirez, Alayna Rodriguez, 
Makayla Rodriguez, Emman-
uel Ruiz, Abdul Saim, Liliana 
Salazar and Lorenzo Sanders.
 Kolton Smith, Logan Stew-
art, Dexter Sullivan, Alec 
Tamegonon, Nala Tealer, Kay-
la Thomas, Benson Ton, Jus-
tin Tran, Juwayriyah Tran and 
Hassam Zamzam.

Second Grade
 Ibrahim Ali, Nathan Ar-
riaga, Ibrahim Asif, Macy 
Figueroa, Xander Fiterman, 
Courtlyn Fletcher, Romeo Gill, 
Vihaan Hang, Alexia Hoang, 
Hayden Limas and Max Mar-
tinez.
 Dylan Mohwinkle, Zainab 
Naveed, Jonny Pham, Kend-
rick Ramos, Jetziel Velasquez, 
Alex Vouffo, Angelina Vu and 
Rachel Wilson.

Good Citizens
 Anthony Agirre, Avri Akin, 
Adrian Arreola, Bethenny 
Avelar, Joseph Bello, Paige 
Bernard, Savannah Castil-
lo, Jamari Clemons, Saman-
tha De Luna, Vyvy Do, Tyree 
Drumgo, Jaylen Ford, Matteo 
Garciduenas, Alessandra Gar-
za, Kareli Garza, Lynley Gillis 
and Mikayla Gonzalez.
 Evalyna Gonzalez, Ryleigh 
Gonzalez, Vivian Hang, Re-
anna Harvey, Reyna Harvey, 
Lance Heath, Audrina Her-
nandez, Ava Hernandez, Riley 
Hensley, Aiden Ho, Ray’Lynn 
Holiday, Nolan Hua, Dylan 
Huynh and Anthony Jennings.
 Santanah Jimenez, Jake 
Joslin, Masher Kothiya, All-
yssa Laurila, Alex Le, Mason 
Martinez, Priscilla Martinez, 
David Melchor, Ayden Mu-
noz, Andrew Nguyen, Cody 
Nguyen, Grace Nguyen, Jen-
nie Nguyen and Khloey Ohoa.
 Meredyth Onguso, Dom-
inic Ortiz, Emily Parrish, 
Damien Ram, Grayson Riley, 
Alayna Rodriguez, Jordyn 
Rodriguez, Mia Roppolo, Lo-
renzo Sanders, Dexter Sulli-
van, Jason Ta, Alec Tamegnon, 
Gavynn Trevino, Leo Trevino, 
Suzeth Velasquez, Brandon 
Vivier and Thu Vo.

Frazier names honor, 
merit rolls, attendance
 The following perfect 
attendance, honor roll 
and merit roll have been 
released by Frazier Ele-
mentary for the third nine 
weeks. 

Perfect Attendance
Kindergarten

 Carmelo Gutierrez, 
Kallie Mericle, Roger Pere-
rira and Jocelyn Urrutia.

Second Grade
 Jermaine Bartley, Lali 
Bowman, Javier Chavez, 
Alicia Cordero, Dylan Cor-
peno, Aidan, Delarosa, 
Emma Espino, Alina Fa-
rooq, Hunter Ford, Melissa 
Gallo, Christian Garay, Isa-
iah Garcia, Ezequiel Gonza-
lez, Mia Hernandez, Jeremy 
Jaso, Julian Jiminez, Amai-
ra Johnson, Talan Le, Gen-
esis Leal, Andrea Lopez, 
Alynna Mariscal, Monserrat 
Marqueze, Rodrigo Marti-
nez, Mia Payne, Geovanny 
Perez, Zoe Perez, Carson 
Piatti, Penelope Rodriguez, 
Alfredo Tamez and Daisha 
Williams.

Third Grade
 Anderson Aguilar, Lo-
renzo Aguirre, Aaron Al-
maguer, Alana Baulch, 
Christopher Berrum, Diego 
Betancourt, Mikayla Cas-

tillo, Marvin Gonzalez, Jes-
se Kelley, Nicholas Kemp, 
Nayelly Marqueze, Saman-
tha Mejorado, Kiara Merk-
erson, James Moe, Krystal 
Molina, Steven Morillo, 
Eduardo Salazar, Francisco 
Serrano, Raymundo Solis 
and Brianna Yanez.

Fourth Grade
 Julian Ayala, Nathan 
Bennett, Lorenzo Betan-
court, Loriana Betancourt, 
Alinah Bustamante, Johann 
Castellanos, Miguel Cor-
peno, Valeria De Ochoa, 
Andre Espinosa, Burke Feil, 
Madison Ford, Max Garza, 
Kai Gilhousen, Myranda 
Kelley, Karyme Leal, Linus 

Maciukiewicz, Rubi Marti-
nez, Yaretzi Martinez, Ariel 
Merkerson, Joseph Meza, 
Luis Ojeda, Andrew Pava-
lonis, Juliana Perez, An-
dre Reyes, Anais, Romero, 
Yazmine Salas, Heidi San-
chez, Mauricio Serna, Nich-
olas Soza, Nina Walker and 
David Williams.

Honor Roll
Third Grade

 Anderson Aguilar.
Fourth Grade

 Kaylie Bui.
Merit Roll

Third Grade
 Julietta Garcia.

Fourth Grade
 Grace Arriola.Hancock names rolls for third nine weeks

 The following achieve-
ments have been released by 
Thomas Hancock Elementa-
ry for the third nine weeks.

Academic Recognition
First Grade

 Dianelys Banda, Key-
lan Billings, David Brown, 
Camia Casas, Brianna Ca-
sitllo, Natalie Cazares, 
Ma’Kayla Davis, Maverick 
Deleon, Danaye Fant, Ariey-
anna Fisher, Jonathan Haro, 
Jewell Johnson and Javier 
Martinez. 

Meador Elementary held a friendly chess competition 
between family members of faculty and students to 
support the Chess Club. Two students from the chess 
competition team were selected to play on teams. Above, 

Meador holds chess competition

Hussai Arias, third-grader, makes a move while Alejan-
dro Martinez, third-grader, watches. Steve Cowan, vol-
unteer, and Beverly Bolton, principal, strategize their 
next move. Photos by Tara Merida

The chess club competition consisted of eight students 
that competed at the District Chess Exhibitions. The 
Meador Chess Club meets regularly to learn new tech-
niques and practice strategies. Shown are, left to right, 
(front row) Connie Daumas, chess coordinator; Alejan-

dro Martinez, third-grader; Hussai Arias, third-grad-
er; (back row) Steve Cowan, volunteer; Beverly Bolton, 
principal; Alex Daumas, volunteer; and Al Merida, 
volunteer. The three volunteers shown are husbands of 
faculty members.

 Troy McBride, Giselle Na-
jera, Jose Quiroz, Catherine 
Reyes, Isaiah Romero, Niomi 
Sanchez, Alex Tran, Hayson 
Vo, Arianna Williams, Aiyan-
na Webster, Derek Young and 
Jesus Zambrano. 

Second Grade
 Alessandra Alcantar, 
Ariana Almanza, Nathalie 
Almanza, Katherine Alva-
rez, Gabriella Anowey, Ray 
Azinge Jr., Sebastian Bedol-
la, Leslie Beltran, Anthony 
Capetillo, Chancelor Cooper, 

Lenneth Cruz, Mya Durant, 
Courtlyn Edwards, Gerardo 
Garza, Khaiden Gholar, Dai-
sha Jackson, Da’shy John-
son, Adelyn Juarez, Liliana 
Mercado, Oziel Rangel and 
Elyssa Vargas.

Honor Roll
Third Grade

 Angel Cuello, Jamiah 
Johnson, Naimah Martinez, 
Gia An Nguyen, Mary Nguy-
en and Joaquin Ramirez.

Fourth Grade
 Aryanna Benitez, Dan-

ielle Chenier, Brenden Foxx, 
Kamya Martin, Kristi Nguy-
en, Patience Thomas and 
Bre’Yanna Williams.

Perfect Attendance
Pre-K

 Robin Azinge, Isaiah 
Betancourt, Jerediah Can-
tu, Jaselym Enriquez, Vivi-
ana Gamez, Joan Gonzalez, 
Oscar Lara, Andrew Lopez, 
Isaac Lopez, Andrea Luna, 
Bryan Martin, Daniel Marti-
CoCnez, Faith Morgan, Sofi a 

Continued on Page 4A
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Remember When
40 years ago ( 1977)

 Angela Shifl ett won fi rst 
place in the older teen divi-
sion of the Strawberry Fes-
tival beauty contest.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Board 
of Trustees met to discuss 
the boundary adjustments 
and overcrowding in local 
schools.

35 years ago ( 1982)
 The Houston arson di-
vision investigated the fi re 
at the portable buildings 
behind Thompson Interme-
diate School. All fi ve of the 
buildings had been broken 
into and set on fi re, but only 
two burned.
 Joseph Alan Hilliard, 17, 
died of massive injuries in-
cluding a broken neck and 
subdural hemorrhage as 
a result of a car-dirt bike 
collision at Hall Road at 
Sageyork. Hilliard, who 
was not wearing a helmet, 
and a friend were reported-
ly riding a dirt bike without 
lights at 11 p.m.
 Sageglen resident and 
state Rep. Randy Penning-
ton as well as state Sen. 
Buster Brown won their Re-
publican primaries and did 
not face opposition in the 
November election.

30 years ago (1987)
 Sagemeadow Utility Dis-
trict President Jack Meyers 
resigned at a special meet-
ing of the board of directors 
due to his no longer owning 
property in the district.
 Seven members of Do-
bie’s varsity boys’ soccer 
team were named to the 20-

5A all-district team. They 
were Bill Romere, Nicolas 
Rojo, Kris Benson, Robbie 
Ogden, Chris Chambless, 
Ryan Birsinger and Chris 
Curtis.

25 years ago (1992)
 Faye Schimek, a South 
Belt resident, was an-
nounced as one of three re-
cipients of the fi rst annual 
Gaia Award from the Hous-
ton Post and Dillard’s. Gaia, 
according to the Post, em-
bodied the fi nest attributes 
of woman, the nourisher of 
all things.
 Piper Heinrich, a gradu-
ate of Dobie High School, 
was selected as fi rst run-
ner-up at the Strawberry 
Festival beauty contest. 
 Dobie senior offensive 
lineman Kevin Fell signed a 
letter of intent to play foot-
ball for McMurray Univer-
sity in Abilene.

20 years ago (1997)
 Crews from Cherry 
Demolition tore down the 
community eyesore known 
as the Beamer Towers. Lo-
cated adjacent to the Brio 
Superfund Site, the building 
stood vacant and unfi nished 
for several years. Its demo-
lition was the fi nal one re-
lated to the Southbend sub-
division.
 For the fi rst time since 
1983, all four Dobie choirs 
won Sweepstakes at the 
UIL concert and sight read-
ing contests. 
 The Thompson Interme-
diate National Academic 
League won its second na-
tional title by defeating Od-

yssey Junior High of Red-
wood, Wash., 50-46.

15 years ago (2002)
 Otis Anderson’s family 
outbid all others at the an-
nual cook-off’s silent auc-
tion for the second year in 
a row. They paid $1,250 
to have the entrance to El 
Franco Lee Park named in 
memory of Otis.
 A historic school bell 
that was stolen from the old 
Genoa Elementary School 
was discovered. The bell, 
which dates back to the ear-
ly 1900s, was apparently 
taken while school person-
nel and other workers were 
moving into the new build-
ing next door.

10 years ago (2007)
 Lifetime Sagemeadow 
resident Rikki Danielle 
Rudd Sanchez was killed 
when her vehicle was struck 
by an alleged car thief, who 
was fl eeing from police. 
The driver of the other vehi-
cle, Dennis Lamont Evans, 
was charged with felony 
murder.
 Joseph Briggs Jr. was 
presented the prestigious 
Minuteman Award by the 
National Guard Association 
of Texas. The award is the 
highest honor that can be 
bestowed on a member of 
the association, with only 
69 given in the last 40 years.
 The South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
won the top overall team 
honors at the 11th annu-
al South Belt Spectacular 
Cook-off. A record number 
of 75 teams competed in the 

year’s event.
5 years ago (2012)

 Genoa United Method-
ist Church, 12501 Palm-
springs, celebrated its 118th 
anniversary and the dedi-
cation of its Texas Histori-
cal Marker. Founded in the 
spring of 1894, the historic 
church has gone through 
many incarnations over the 
years. While the township 
of Genoa was annexed by 
the city of Houston during 
the mid-1960s, the area 
church helped retain a sense 
of community by hosting 
various local events.

1 year ago (2016)
 Multiple assaults were 
reported taking place along 
the Blackhawk hike-and-
bike trail, sending two 
female victims to the hospi-
tal on the same day. Despite 
increased police patrols at 
the trail, no arrests were 
made.
 Chris Clark retired from 
his position as general man-
ager of the Clear Brook 
City Municipal Utility 
District, after serving in the 
position for 16 years. 
Before joining the MUD in 
a paid capacity, Clark was 
an elected offi cial on the 
district’s board from 1982 
to 2000, serving 16 of those 
years as the organization’s 
president. Clark also 
stepped down from his role 
as chair of the South Belt-
Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce. A founding 
member of the organiza-
tion, Clark had served four 
terms as chamber president.

Continued from Page 3A
Ochoa, Rudis Peraza, Issis 
Rodriguez, Kenndry Rodri-
guez and Chelsey Vergara.

Kindergarten
 Rick Azinge, Ryan 
Azinge, Precious Edom-
wande, Isabella Espinoza, 
Keyniyah Fletcher, Allison 
Garcia, Caleb Garcia, Na-
than Garcia Valeria Her-
nandez, Kameron Johnson, 
Jason Kitts, Eva Kuczyns-
ki, Roberto Najera, Aar-
on Nguyen, Oliver Ochoa, 
Kristy Peraza, Yarelie 
Rangel, Silvino Sanchez, 
Taslyn Thomas, Dailey 
Thrower, Bryson Tyrrell, 
Giselle Vallesteros and Jo-
seph Vazquez.

First Grade
 Sofi a Alvarez, Diane-
lys Banda, David Brown, 
William Canales, Mykaela 
Cantu, Maxwell Charles, 
Brayden Dean, Anna Ju, 
Noel Lozano, Crystal Mar-
tinez, Troy McBride, Anai-
yah Miles, Sisamay Olivos, 
Dayra Rojas, Olivia Sims, 
Alex Tran and Amorian 
Wright-McBride.

Second Grade
 Mayte Almanza, Nath-
alie Almanza, Katherine 
Alvarez, Ray Azinge, Roy 
Azinge, Khalil Boyd, An-
thony Capetillo, Corbin 
Contreras, Lenneth Cruz, 
Alaina Dang, Mya Du-
rant, Yahir Gamboa, Arely 
Gutierrez, Vincent Jack-
son, Adalyn Juarez, Cami-
la Juarez, Niko Maxwell, 
Joshua Mejia, Liliana Mer-

cado, Gloria Ochoa, Yessi-
el Perez, Oziel Rangel, 
Branden Ray, Roberto Ro-
bles Marin, Marissa San-
chez, Juan Torres and Na-
talie Vasquez.

Third Grade
 Andrick Acevedo, An-
drea Aguirre, Jordan Ala-
mu, Ashly Banda, James 
Bellman, Alexis Carranza, 
Devin Cobb, Hazel Durant, 
Edward Fondeur, Marilyn 
Gonzalez, Tyanna Gonza-
lez-Flores, Abbie Hernan-
dez, Ethan Kuczynski, San 
Le, Cristian Lopez Guerre-
ro and Tessa Mares. 
 Nickia Maxwell, Ed-
ward Mendez, Jacoby Mu-
niz, Ashton Ngo, Onanna 
Obi, Benjamin Ortiz, Ryan 
Pacheco, Leonardo Quin-
tanilla, Joaquin Ramirez, 
Benjamin Richards, Cam-
ron Robertson, Brianna 
Schulgen and Rihanna Tor-
res.

Fourth Grade
 Genevieve Alcala, An-
nastasia Anowey, John-
ny Argueta, Kaylee Cano, 
Nicholas Casas, Valeria 
Espinoza, Damian Gar-
cia, Kassandra Garcia, 
Brizeida Garza, Freddie 
Gonzales, Valerie Gonza-
les, Hector Guevara Avila, 
Truc Huynh, Mateo Mer-
cado, Kristi Nguyen, Kam-
fechukwu Obi, Nahum Ol-
ivos Tenorio, Daniel Pham, 
Sebastian Ramirez, Rhe-
ma Sanni-Thomas, James 
Thomas, Kameren Whiting 
and Elli Yu.

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JAY!
 Best wishes are sent April 27 for a won-
derful birthday to Dobie student Jay Do 
from friends and the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays April 27 through 
May 3.

Atkinson Elementary
 Special birthday wishes are sent April 28 
to Mary Baker-Porter.

Burnett Elementary
 Blow out the candles for Jesus Ortiz 
Guerrero who celebrates a birthday April 
28. Erika Gonzalez marks a birthday May 
3. 

Bush Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Ana 
Reyes on May 1. Send a birthday greeting 
to Nicole Holguin on May 3.

Frazier Elementary
  Melba Donatto and Meredith Rives 
enjoy a double birthday April 29.

Meador Elementary
 Best wishes for a happy birthday are sent 
to Cathy Taylor April 30.

Moore Elementary
 Aracely Buentillo enjoys a birthday May 
1. May 3 is the day for a celebration for 
Wendy Murphy.

birthday this week:
 Thursday, April 27: Emily Walker, 
Erika Gonzalez, Christopher Malek, 
Pam Navarre, Mary Pinkerton, Freda 
Mathews, Paula Morley, Amber Allan 
and Penelope Villeda; Friday, April 28: 
Ralph Jackson, Kelly Schwell, Jason 
Stonestreet, Monica Rasmussen and 
Carrie Ramirez; Saturday, April 29: Kevin 
James, Jonathan Ellis, Ben Bryant and 
Melissa Rahman; Sunday, April 30: Norma 
Partida, Cindy Munoz, Diana Guzman, 
Scott Koplin and Mathew Ortiz; Monday, 
May 1: Kenneth Zermeno, Ladonna 
Alvarez, John Anderson, Elizabeth 
Lastovica, Vareck Herrera, David Payne, 
Shanna Mounce, Clint Simmons and 
Stephanie Sirt; Tuesday, May 2: Chris 
Weatherford, Douglas Redhun, Troy 
Goffney, David Thomas, Jeanette Nickell 
and Leslee Outland; and Wednesday, May 
3: Craig Pittman, Lora Burns-Palmero, 
Keith Richardson, Tanya Morales and 
Brandie Ash.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversa-
ry, congratulations, birth announce-
ments, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line. Items must be submitted by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting April 27 to 
Emily Walker.

Melillo Middle School
 The day for a birthday cake for 
Jacqueline Carmona is April 27. April 28 
is a special day of celebration for Bianca 
Slater. Send a birthday greeting April 30 to 
Adriana Saavedra.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Blow out the birthday candles April 29 for 
Matrice Henry. Special wishes are in order 
May 2 for Ninfa Lopez.

Thompson Intermediate
 Light the candles April 29 for a double 
celebration for Nicole Horne-Sherman and 
Melissa Taylor. Send a birthday greeting 
May 3 to Maria Lopez.

Dobie High
 Celebrating a birthday April 27 is Amber 
Allan. The day for a present for Laura 
Sharpless is April 29. The day for a dou-
ble-layer birthday cake is April 30 for Erica 
Moreno and Mathew Ortiz. Send a birth-
day card May 2 for Marcia Griffin. The day 
for a birthday present for Tanya Morales is 
May 3.

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends happy birthday wish-
es to its Facebook friends who celebrate a 

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas               281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

Remove Trip Hazards & Standing Water

Sidewalks  +  Driveways  
+  Pool Decks  +  Patio

CONCRETE 
RAISING

CORPORATION

713-991-1777
“We save concrete” 

Fun Bunch members of the South Belt Chamber of Commerce visited the Houston 
Zoo on March 24. Along with seeing many animals, the Fun Bunch also enjoyed 
lunch at the zoo. Gathered around the giraffe statue, left to right, are Diane Leared, 
Gail Watts, Ronn Canon, Sharon Turner and Dan Matous.   Photo submitted

Chamber Fun Bunch visits zoo Pasadena ISD 
nets Houston A+ 
Challenge award
 Pasadena Independent 
School District recently re-
ceived the Strengthen award 
for the success of the Con-
nect Personalized Learn-
ing program at a reception 
hosted by Houston A+ Chal-
lenge.
 Dr. DeeAnn Powell, 
PISD superintendent of 
schools, addressed a crowd 
of distinguished public 
school leaders and organiza-
tional groups as she accept-
ed the award. (See related 
photo, Page 1A.)
 “We began this journey to 
fi nd a way to help more stu-
dents become post-second-
ary ready,” Powell said.
  “In looking at our stu-
dents, we realized they had 
the content knowledge for 
college, but lacked critical 
cognitive skills or habits of 
success. 
 “The Connect program 
strives to meet all three com-
ponents.”
 The program’s measure-
ment examines proven suc-
cess based on standardized 
test data, which revealed 
that students in sixth and 
seventh grades scored 18 
points above the state aver-

age in English and language 
arts.
 “This shift in our educa-
tional approach has required 
the support of many.” Powell 
said. 
 “We are thankful for our 
relationship with Houston 
A+ Challenge and for the 
support of our school board 
members. We would also 
like to thank Summit Pub-
lic Schools in California for 
providing a model for which 
our program is based. We 
could not have made this 
possible without their men-
torship.”
 Launched in 2015, Con-
nect provides students with 
an innovative opportunity to 
become self-directed learn-
ers and receive personalized 
support that involves weekly 
one-on-one time with men-
tors and instructors. 
 Connect started with a 
small pilot of three cam-
puses and has continued to 
grow. 
 The Connect program is 
offered at 10 campuses for 
students in grades 5 through 
10 and expects to expand 
to 23 campuses during the 
2017 school year.

SJC alumnus delivers 
keynote address
 Dr. Lonnie Howard, Pres-
ident at Lamar Institute of 
Technology, will offer the 
keynote address at the San 
Jacinto College commence-
ment ceremony on Saturday, 
May 13, at 7 p.m.
 The 2017 Spring com-
mencement ceremony will 
bring together San Jacinto 
College graduates from each 
of its four campuses for one 
combined ceremony. The 
ceremony will take place at 
NRG Stadium.
 “Dr. Howard has a re-
markable story that many 
students can relate to,” said 
San Jacinto College Chancel-
lor Dr. Brenda Hellyer. “He 
is passionate about commu-
nity colleges and higher ed-
ucation, and is an amazing 
success story. As a fi rst-gen-
eration college graduate and 
a San Jacinto College alum-
nus, I am excited for him to 
return to where his journey 
began to share his story with 
our graduates. I look forward 
to hearing him speak.”
 Following high school, 
Howard joined the U.S. Army 
where he served with distinc-
tion. He received an honor-
able discharge, but did not 
have any employment skills. 
His fi rst job was as a janitor 
in an industrial shop. Despite 
facing many hardships, How-
ard never forgot his mother’s 
optimistic saying, “It doesn’t 
matter where you start. The 
important thing is where you 
fi nish.”
 Howard graduated with 
his fi rst associate degree at 
the age of 36. Twelve years 
later he had a total of fi ve col-

lege degrees – an associate 
of applied science in weld-
ing, an associate of general 
studies, a bachelor’s degree, 
a master’s degree and a Ph.D. 
in educational administration 
from the University of Texas. 
He has also completed post-
doctoral training in strategic 
business management at Har-
vard University and emerging 
leadership at Penn State Uni-
versity.
 “Being a former develop-
mental student, then graduat-
ing from San Jacinto College 
with an associate degree in 
welding, moving on to be-
come a college president, 
and now invited back to be 
the commencement speaker, 
this demonstrates the best of 
the American Dream,” said 
Howard. “My hope for the 
2017 May graduating class 
is that some of them will also 
come back and tell success 
stories of their own American 
Dream.”
 Prior to being named pres-
ident at Lamar Institute of 
Technology in April of 2016, 
Howard spent three years as 
president and CEO at Clo-
ver Park Technical College, 
the largest technical college 
in Washington state. He pre-
viously served as executive 
director of the School of 
Continuing and Professional 
Studies at the University of 
Houston System and has held 
teaching and research posi-
tions at several institutions. 
 More information about 
the San Jacinto College com-
mencement ceremony may 
be found at sanjac.edu/com
mencement-ceremony.

Kids’ Backporch Productions presents

“A Little Princess”
May 5th at 7 p.m. and  

May 6th at 10 a.m., 3 p.m., and 7 p.m.
Tickets are $14 for adults, $10 for senior citizens 

(65+), and $8 for youth (3-18 years). 
Golden Rule Services • 3801 Liberty Dr., Pearland

kidsbackporchproductions.org, or call 281-412-5350

MAILBOX SOLUTIONS
RESIDENTIAL MAILBOX REPLACEMENT

H.O.A. APPROVED
281-624-7528

Spanish donations 
for Houston library
 The Houston Public Li-
brary received a  signifi cant 
donation of textbooks in 
Spanish from the Mexican 
Consulate General to bene-
fi t the Mexican and Hispan-
ic community in Houston, 
as well as those interested in 
learning more about Mexi-
can culture. 
 The event took place on 
Tuesday, April 25, at the 
Julia Ideson Building, 550 
McKinney St. in Houston.
 The Spanish textbook 
donation program was es-
tablished by the Mexican 
government through the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Ministry of Public 

Education. The program was 
designed to support bilingual 
education and school activi-
ties focused on students of 
Mexican descent and of His-
panic heritage in the United 
States.
 The donation includes 28 
collections and each collec-
tion includes 45 textbooks 
(from fi rst to sixth grades: 
math, Spanish, sciences, 
civics, etc.) and literature 
books.
 For more information 
contact the Community Af-
fairs Offi ce of the Mexican 
Consulate at 713-778-6116 
or prensahpouston@sre.gob.
mx.

Genealogical Society to meet
 The Bay Area Genealogical Society will meet on Friday, 
April 28. The speaker will be Gale French who will discuss 
genealogical research of Gold Star Mothers, mothers who 
lost sons or daughters in the military service. 
 The meet and greet will start at 6:30 p.m. and the program 
will start at 7 p.m. 
 The meeting will be held at the Chapel at University of 
Baptist Church, located at 16106 Middlebrook Drive, in 
Houston. 
 For more information, go to www.TxBayAreaGen.org or 
call Kim Zrubek at 281-992-2636.

Free self-defense offered
 The American Society of Karate is offering free one-
hour self-defense and martial arts courses for teens and 
adults (ages 13-80) at the Sagemont Park Community 
Center, 11507 Hughes, on Fridays through May 26, be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. 
 For more information, email Michael.Alonzo@
ASKKarate.com or call 281-788-5930.

Pasadena Little Theatre
Performances: 

May 5 - May 21, 2017
Thurs., May 18th,
& Fri/Sat @ 8 p.m. 
& Sun @ 3 p.m.

4318 Allen-Genoa Road

Reservations:
online at

pasadenalittletheatre.org
or call

713-941-1PLT(1758)

PLT Presents 

Move Over
Mrs. Markham

By John Chapman & Ray Cooney

Hancock rolls . . .

National drug take  
back day scheduled 
in Clear Lake
 Houston City Coun-
cil Member Dave Martin 
is pleased to announce that 
National Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day will take 

place on Saturday, April 29, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Houston Police Depart-
ment’s Clear Lake Substa-
tion, 2855 Bay Area Blvd. in 
Houston. 
 The national event, spon-
sored by the United States 
Department of Justice Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion, aims to provide safe 
and convenient disposal of 
prescription drugs while also 
educating the public on the 
potential for the abuse of 
prescription medications.
 Sites will be available 
throughout the City of Hous-
ton for residents to drop off 
unused or expired drugs for 
safe disposal by law enforce-
ment personnel.
 For more information on 
National Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day and oth-
er drop off locations, visit 
https://www.deadiversion.
usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/
takeback/.

Continued from Page 1A
 The nearest location for 
South Belt residents to vote 
early in the CCISD elec-
tion is Clear Brook High 
School. Voting hours are 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.
 For a complete list of 
early voting locations 
and Election Day loca-
tions, visit www.ccisd.
net/cms/One.aspx?por 
t a l I d = 6 4 5 4 8 7 & p a g e 
Id=20445039.
 Two seats are up for 
grabs in the San Jacinto 
College District board elec-
tion.
 Running for the Position 
1 spot are 1991 Dobie grad-
uate Erica Davis Rouse, 
Rick Guerrero and Richard 
Serna.
 Position 2 incumbent Dr. 

School voting . . . 
Ruede Wheeler is running 
unopposed.
 Early voting for residents 
living in the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District will 
take place at all fi ve PISD 
high schools. 
 Voting hours will be 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on April 
24-28 and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on May 1-2.
 Early voting for resi-
dents living in the Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District and Pearland Inde-
pendent School District will 
take place at the San Jacin-
to College South Fine Arts 
Building (S15) lobby.
 For additional informa-
tion or to see Election Day 
polling places, visit www.
sanjac.edu/board-trust
ees-election.



Thursday, April 27, 2017, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Section A, Page 5

 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

San Jac board candidates 
answer questionnaires

BHI takes top awards at PISD science, STEM fair
 Several science stu-
dents from Beverly Hills 
Intermediate competed 
at the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District 
Science and STEM Fair. 
They took several of the 
top awards.
 All of the PISD’s in-
termediate schools were 
represented at the fair and 
there were 70 science fair 
projects that were show-
cased.

 The students that won 
awards are:
 Thien Nguyen, sev-
enth-grader, Best in 
Show and fi rst place in 
the environmental sci-
ence category.
 Faaizah Maleehah, 
eighth-grader, Best Real 
World Application and 
fi rst place in the behav-
ioral and social science 
category.
 Julie Trinh, eighth-

grader, Best Creative De-
sign and fi rst  place in the 
team competition.
 Thuc Vo, eighth-grad-
er, Best Creative Design 
and fi rst place in team 
competition.
 Kathy Tran, eighth-
grader, Best Creative 
Design and fi rst place in 
team competition.
 Elizabeth Mullins, 
seventh-grader, fi rst place 
in the plant and life sci-

Beverly Hills Intermediate students participated in the Public Science 
Expo hosted by the San Jacinto College science department, as well as 
competed in the Pasadena Independent School District’s Science and 
STEM fair. The Public Science Expo is held annually in conjunction 

BHI students compete in PISD science, STEM fair

Above, left to right, eighth-graders Zachary Glover, Joshua Turrubiates 
and Victoria Gonzalez are exploring and learning together in an activity. 
 Photos by Dr. Grant Pector

The Beverly Hills seventh-grade district winners are, left to right, Kathleen Nguyen, Kailey Tsikis, Elizabeth Mullins and Thien Nguyen.

The Beverly Hills Special Award district winners are, left to right, Kathy Tran, Thuc Vo, Thien Nguyen, Faaziah Maleehah and Julie Trinh.

ences category.
 Zoe Guy, sev-
enth-grader, third place 
in the medicine and 
health category.
 Ashley Pham, seventh-
grader, third place in the 
physics and engineering 
sciences category.
 Kailey Tsikis, seventh-
grader, third place in the 
team competition.
 Kathleen Nguyen, sev-
enth grader, third place in 

the team competition.
 In addition to these 
students, Tjasa Murray, 
Malia Curry, Remi Jack-
son, Analaura Elizararas, 
Hailey Vu, Juan Men-
dez, Joshua Turrubiates, 
Zachary Glover, Victo-
ria Gonzalez and Dang 
Nguyen also invested 
countless hours learning 
outside  the classroom in 
order to participate in the 
event.

with the district science fair. It gives students a chance to participate in 
the science fair and their families to engage in science activities prior 
to the awards ceremony. Shown at left, Ashley Pham (right) and Thuc 
Vo work together in their lab session.

Name: Erica Davis Rouse
Age: 43
Occupation: Higher Ed 
Education: Bachelor’s from 
Texas A&M University
Marital Status/Children: 
Married with 3 kids 
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? 
 I was born in Galena Park 
and moved to the South Belt 
area at the age of 3. So I’ve 
literally lived in the San Ja-
cinto College District area 
my entire life! 
 I initially went to school 
at Easthaven Baptist and 
transferred to Stuchbery El-
ementary in the 2nd grade.  
After fi nishing Dobie High, 
I attended Texas A&M Uni-
versity then returned to 
Houston and made South 

Belt my home.
 Have you ever attended 
San Jacinto College? 
 I actually did attend San 
Jac as a non-traditional stu-
dent!  Even though I was at-
tending a 4 year institution 
it made sense to spend my 
summers at home and take 
classes at San Jac instead of 
staying in College Station.  
 Why are you running 
for this position? 
 I work in Higher Ed and 
originally because very in-
terested in what was going 
on at San Jac once I realized 
some of the issues especial-
ly in developmental educa-
tion.  We have students that 
are spending time and mon-
ey and unable to complete an 
Associate’s degree or certi-
fi cation.  San Jac is already 
addressing this issue, but I 
believe I bring added value 
and fresh perspective to our 
current board of experienced 
Trustees.  I care about seeing 
students be successful and 
I understand that success is 
not the same for every stu-
dent.  Plus, my professional 
experiences and education 
add a nice blend to the ex-
perience and backgrounds of 
the current board.
 What skill sets and ex-
perience do you have to be 
a productive member of 
the San Jacinto board? 
 I understand the balance 
between the business of 
Higher Ed and the ability of 
Higher Ed to fulfi ll its’ #1 
mission: Student Success.  
This is a passion for me.  
I’ve done my homework, I 
understand the challenges 
facing our institution as well 
as our students.  I’ve studied 
innovative ways that other 
2 year schools are using to 
keep cost down while also 
providing a high quality ed-
ucation to their students.  I 
understand the challenges 
and successes of the present 
while recognizing what we 
may face moving forward.  
I have worked with 2 year 
and 4 year schools through-
out the entire state of Texas, 
Oklahoma, New Mexico and 
Arkansas so I’ve seen fi rst-
hand what’s happening in 
education.
 What community in-
volvement (including San 
Jacinto College) and other 
named organization have 
you been involved in? Ex-
plain participation.  
 I’ve always served...I’m 
currently on the Board for

Continued on Page 6A 

Name: Richard (Rick) J. 
Guerrero
Age:  55
Occupation: Real Estate 
Broker/Owner
Education: Texas Southmost 
College (2) years.
Marital Status/Children:   
Married, Maria Nilda Guer-
rero and four children; Rich-
ard, Jessica, Nilda & Daniel
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? 
 I moved into the San Ja-
cinto College District in 
1983, have lived in the dis-
trict for 34 years.
 Have you ever attended 
San Jacinto College? 
 Yes, I did attend San Ja-
cinto College for a short pe-
riod; because of my constant 
travels with my job I was un-
able to complete my course 
study.  I traveled for fi fteen 
years and did not return back 
to San Jacinto College.
 Why are you running for 
this position? 
 Education is extreme-
ly important in today’s ever 
changing world.  In order to 
make a good living for you 
and your family; it is highly 
benefi cial to have at the very 
least an Associate’s degree or 
a Certifi cate of trade.  I want 
to work with San Jacinto Col-
lege and students to bridge 
the fi nancial gap so that any-
one interested in bettering 
themselves and their families 
have the opportunity to do so.
 What skill sets and expe-
rience do you have to be a 
productive member of the 
San Jacinto board? 
 I attended a junior college 
straight out of high school; 
my parents did not have the 
means or the knowledge of 
the various programs avail-
able to students interested 
in attending college. Over 
the years I have learned the 
importance of a quality ed-
ucation, and experienced 
fi rsthand the challenges and 
struggle’s to have a quality 
living for my family.  I am 
very fortunate to be a small 
business owner in Pasade-
na; I struggled and learned 
the hard way to make a good 
living. We encouraged our 
children to get a college ed-
ucation; they are graduates of 
UHCL, UH & UT Austin.  I 
thank God every day they are 
able to make a great living for 
themselves and their families.  
I know fi rsthand the challeng-
es for families and students 
that want to get a quality col-
lege education; when elected 
as a member of the Board of 
Trustees for San Jacinto Col-
lege I will be their voice.
 What community in-
volvement (including San 
Jacinto College) and other 
named organization have 
you been involved in? Ex-

plain participation. 
 I currently serve as a 
member of San Jacinto Col-
lege Education Foundation, 
Past President of PISD Ed-
ucation Foundation, Past- 
Chairman of the Board for 
Pasadena Chamber of Com-
merce, Chairman of the Ad-
visory Board for The Sal-
vation Army of East Harris 
County, Bayshore Medical 
Center Board of Trustees 
Member, Pasadena Philhar-
monic Board Member, Past 
President of Pasadena Ki-
wanis Club, Ex-Offi cio of 
the Pasadena Livestock Show 
and Rodeo, Assistant Captain 
Rodeo Express Committee 
for Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo.  I also serve with-
in the City of Pasadena as 
Board Member for the Crime 
Control District and Com-
missioner Planning and Zon-
ing.
 Why should people vote 
for you over your oppo-
nent?  
 I have been involved in the 
community and San Jacinto 
College Education Founda-
tion for many years.  I am 
also involved with the Pasa-
dena School District and look 
forward in working with the 
Board of Trustees to grow 
our relationships and help 
more students benefi t from 
available programs.  I have 
talked to a couple of San Ja-
cinto College students over 
the past couple of months 
and they both enjoy attend-
ing the college.  I will work 
on communications between 
students and the administra-
tion to ensure the students are 
in the most effective career 
path for their course of study.  
I will also work with students 
in fi nding fi nancial assistance 
if necessary.  I want to make 
our students experience a San 
Jacinto College the best of 
any Junior College.
 Have you ever attended a 
San Jacinto board meeting? 
How many before the elec-
tion and how many after fi l-
ing for the election. 
 I attended one board meet-
ing before and one board 
meeting after fi ling for the 
election via San Jacinto Col-
lege Website; viewed the 
meeting online.  I know sev-
eral of the members of the 
board of trustees and have 
met the others, I feel very 
confi dent I can work with all 
current members.  Several of 
the current members are in-
volved in the same commu-
nity organizations I am in-
volved in.
 Do you have any direct 
ties or connections to the 
South Belt community?
 Yes, my brother and his 
family have lived in the com-
munity for about ten years.  
My niece and nephew have 
both attended San Jacinto 
College on their road to Bay-
lor and UT Austin.  Both of 
his children and our four chil-
dren have enjoyed attending 
San Jacinto College.
 Have you done any com-
munity service in the dis-
trict? 
 Yes, I am very involved in 
my community and the dis-
trict.  Most of my service in 
the district revolves around 
children and students.  Edu-
cation is the ticket to a better 
life for a lot of students and 
families; I am involved at my 
daughters school (1st Grade 
Teacher at Jensen Elemen-
tary) because the younger 
we can encourage a college 
education the greater the 
chances become.  My niece 
is an Algebra teacher at Sam 
Rayburn High School and 
I work with Sam Rayburn 
High School through various 
organizations in the commu-
nity.  My family and me un-
derstand the importance of a 
college education and will do 

Richard (Rick) 
J. Guerrero

Erica Davis 
Rouse

Atkinson Elementary’s kindergartners perform at the 
school’s Kindergarten Music Program. The program 
had a western theme and the children sang Texas-re-
lated songs such as She’ll Be Coming ’Round the Moun-
tain, Old Brass Wagon and more. Shown in the photo 
are, left to right, (fi rst row) Christian Jimenez, Trenton 
Hines, Olivia Ortega, Ryan Aguliar, Lyric Turner, Hai-
ley Estrada, Madison Swartz, Andres Rios, Josais Hart-
fi eld, Kayla Cisneros, Joseph Moore, Vanessa Udoh, 
Emily Rossett, Jon Reyes, David Arrendondo, Daniel 
Aguliar, Santiago Sanchez, (second row) Tyler Dao, Ian 
Tovar, Beija Orellana, Andy Zamora, Julianna Alvarez, 
Matthew Rowe, Vincent Nguyen, Alexis Esquivel, Zori-
on Collins, Cody Guzman, Ruby Delgado, David Arias, 
Laila Rodriguez, Cody Teague, Taylor Hines, Zoe 

 Kindergartners perform at Atkinson 

Ramirez, Juan Guerrero, Arturo Serrano, Jonathan 
Leon, Allison Banda, Nicole Fonseca, (third row) Kris-
ten Tran, Hunter Pham, Vanessa Pesquera, Anna Trinh, 
Rebecca Covarubias, Josue Rico, Bryson Gray, Jazmyn 
Ortega, Adriana Guerrero, Jayden Pereira (not shown), 
Sebastian Martinez, Eli Ybarra, Edmundo Bravo, An-
thony Garcia, Max Villela, Melissa Melendez, Kimberly 
Hernandez, Davion Montalvo, Johan Oviedo, (fourth 
row) Daniel Santana, Alynna Alvarez, Owyn Altimore 
(not shown), Catherine Covarubias, Ryker Schrijn, 
Alyssa Alvarez, Arlanna Estrada, Sophia Trevino, Jai-
me Palomino, Jannette Campos, Dahlia Reyes, Bria 
Dominquez, Kendra Prida, Emilio Mendoza, (fi fth row) 
Lili Marroquin, Jonathan Fonseca, Miyah McSween, 
Item Osaghae and Noah Adams. Photo submitted

what we can to help students 
in our community.
 As a San Jacinto trustee, 
what would be your num-
ber 1 priority during the 
fi rst six months?
 My goal will be to educate 
myself on the college board 
of trustee’s policies, proce-
dures and bylaws.  I feel it is 
important to know our duties 
as a board of trustee member 
to be able to communicate 
with our staff and students.  
The board of trustees is the 
governing body for the col-
lege, the better I understand 
my duties and responsibilities 
the better I can serve.
 Also, as a trustee what 
long term district-wide is-
sues would you address 
if elected?    
I want San Jacinto College to 
continue to grow and provide 
a world class education in our 
community.  I want for all 
high school students to think 
of San Jacinto College fi rst 
when continuing their high-
er education.  Whether the 
student is pursuing a trade 
certifi cate or an Associate’s 
Degree and beyond; San Ja-
cinto College should be the 
fi rst college in their mind.  
San Jacinto College provides 
a great fi nancial pathway to 
continuing your education, 
take the opportunity and save 
money on your career path.  
San Jacinto College provides 
State-of-the-Art facilities for 
many trade certifi cates; Air 
Conditioning, Cosmetology, 
Culinary/Restaurant Man-
agement, Maritime Trans-
portation, Truck Driving and 
many more.
 What do you see as the 
role of a Texas Board of 
Trustees member?
 I see myself as a con-
nector between San Jacinto 
College Staff, students and 
the business community.  I 
believe that together we can 
help each other in building a 
well-educated workforce that 
when companies with great 
pay and benefi ts will look at 
our area fi rst.  
 Whether they are looking 
for a place to open their new 
business, relocate or expand, 
they will know that the San 
Jacinto District Area has a 
well-trained and educated 
workforce.

 Following are the respons-
es to the Leader’s San Jacinto 
College board of trustees can-
didate questionnaire. Answers 
are strictly the candidates’, 
and have not been edited. The 
questionnaires are in order as 
the candidates appear on the 
ballot.
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

NOW ENROLLING!

We are currently admitting children from 3 months to 
5 years of age (birthdays after September 1st). Our  
program is standards-based and offers meaningful  

learning experiences within a Catholic setting. We aim
to prepare your child for their elementary and

Catholic school education.

We offer multiple extended care options to meet your
scheduling needs including our Pre-K4 bridge to
Kindergarten class and our after school care for

students enrolled in neighboring elementary schools.

For more information, go to www.stlukesecc.com or
contact the ECC directly at (281) 741-7497
email eccregistrar@stlukescatholic.com

stlukesecc.com

 Dr. David Rainwater, a 34 year industry veteran, is 
known for building beautiful smiles in the realm of cos-
metic dentistry, as well as his work with implants, root 
canals and dentures. He also has a special interest in treat-
ing sleep apnea and face pain of the head and neck in-
cluding TMJ disorder. Dr. Rainwater holds the esteemed 
distinction of being a Diplomate of the American Board 
of Orofacial Pain, Fellow of the American Academy of 
Orofacial Pain and Fellow of the American Academy of 
Craniofacial Pain. 
 In 2012, Dr. Rainwater received the Mastership 
Award from the Academy of General Dentistry, one of 
the profession’s most distinguished honors awarded to 
less that 2 percent of dentists in the U.S. and Canada.

David C. Rainwater 
DDS, Pllc, MAGD
12929 Gulf Fwy., Suite 204

Houston, Tx. 77034 

281-484-3675

Nearly two dozen former students and colleagues recently attended Dobie’s annual Hall of 
Honor induction ceremony to support former Dobie tennis coach Bobby Kramer (seventh 
from left). Some of the former students traveled from several states away to attend the 
function. While Kramer’s teams were consistently successful on the court, many former 
students say it was his actions off the court that made such a lasting impression. Shown 

Former students, colleagues show support for Kramer

above at the event with Kramer are, left to right, Mark Quintero, Samantha Harris, Neva 
Quintero, Greg Williams, Jimmy Massicott, Linda Kramer, Coach Bobby Kramer, Sandy 
Muse, Matt Erickson, Jennifer Jordan, Jason Botkin, Kathy McGee, Robert Chavez, Sa-
mantha Jordan, Jason Podsednik, Irene White, Bryan Taylor, Ann Brannen, Arturo Ayala, 
Bobby Burton and Sonny Hoang.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Former students, friends show up for Coach Kramer
Continued from Page 1A
of Bobby Burton and Steve 
Scarbrough qualifi ed 
for the state tournament. 
Burton and Scarbrough 
reached the quarterfi nals 
before bowing to a tandem 
from Amarillo Tascosa.
 The roll of standout 
players developed by 
Kramer also includes Jen-
nifer Jordan, who earned 
the distinction of playing 
on district championship 
teams in each of her four 
years at Dobie. While he 
was successful on the ten-

nis court, it was his actions 
off the court that affected 
many so profoundly.
 “He really embraced 
the role of a mentor for a 
lot of kids,” said Bobby 
Burton, who played for 
Kramer from 1983 to 1987 
and was also inducted into 
Dobie’s Hall of Honor in 
2013. “He was genuine, a 
really nice person.”
 This sentiment was 
echoed by former student 
Jason Botkin, who played 
for Kramer from 1984 
to 1986 and now sits on 

the Pearland Independent 
School District’s Board of 
Trustees.
 “He genuinely cared,” 
Botkin said. “His best 
interest was working 
with kids on and off the 
court.”
 Burton, who traveled 
from Nashville to attend 
the Hall of Honor func-
tion, remembers Kram-
er as being selfl ess but 
strict.
 “He gave a lot of him-
self,” Burton said. “If 
you were on his team, he 

treated you like gold. He 
always wanted what was 
best for you. He was fair 
but stern.”
 One former student not-
ed that Kramer, along with 
former Dobie teacher Rich-
ard Golenko (also a Hall 

of Honor inductee), was 
among the fi rst to embrace 
the high school’s growing 
Vietnamese community.
 “He was the fi rst to wel-
come them,” the student 
said.
 Many former students 

have stayed in contact with 
Kramer following gradu-
ation. Botkin said he has 
maintained communica-
tion with his former coach 
via Facebook and has com-
peted with other alumni in 
mini tennis tournaments.

 With his plaque now 
permanently displayed on 
the school’s Hall of Honor, 
Kramer’s legacy will now 
live on for future Dobie 
students.
 “He’s truly one of a 
kind,” Burton said.

Continued from Page 5A
the Smahrt Girl Foundation, 
I’ve volunteered with several 
churches in our area.  While 
my son was in school I served 
as team mom for football and 
track, 
 I’ve also volunteered with 
Pasadena ISD working direct-
ly with parents and students 
on campus.  Organizations 
I’ve held leadership or vol-
unteered:  Making it Better 
Texas mentoring, Yellowstone 
Birthday Buddies, New Hope 
Church, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority and many others.  
 Why should people vote 
for you over your opponent?  
 We have the opportuni-
ty to add a new Board mem-
ber and by voting for me our 
community gets someone that 
understands the perspective of 
so many, I’m multi – dimen-
sional with a strong gift for 
pulling people together.  I’ve 

led and been in leadership my 
entire life with diverse groups 
of people.  
 Have you ever attended 
a San Jacinto board meet-
ing? How many before the 
election and how many after 
fi ling for the election. 
 The beauty of modern 
technology is that in spite of 
my travel schedule due to my 
job, I’ve been able to “e-at-
tend” several of the Board 
meetings! 
 Do you have any direct 
ties or connections to the 
South Belt community?   
 Yes! South Belt is my 
home, where I was raised and 
where I raised my son, where 
I was a Dobie Cheerleader, 
Dobie Trailblazer and Dobie 
top 10% graduate. I was bap-
tized at Sagemont Church and 
was a member of Sagemont 
for years.  I was team mom 
of my son’s Dolphin Foot-

ball team and his track team.  
South Belt is the home of my 
friends and neighbors.  I pur-
posefully chose this area to 
make my home.   
 Have you done any com-
munity service in the dis-
trict?  
 Yes, throughout the South 
Belt area, Pasadena as well as 
Galena Park. 
 As a San Jacinto trustee, 
what would be your number 
1 priority during the fi rst six 
months?  
 My #1 priority is to learn 
how to be an effective board 
member.
 Also, as a trustee what 
long term district-wide is-
sues would you address if 
elected?  
 1. Creating a partnership 
with the student body and the 
Board 2. Understanding and/
or reviewing the situation with 
our athletic program at San 
Jac. 
 What do you see as the 
role of a Texas Board of 
Trustees member? 
 1. Regularly attend and 
participate in board meetings 
and committee meetings. 2. 
Read, review, and inquire 
about materials that involve 
the institution, especially 
board minutes, annual reports, 
plans, policies, and any liter-
ature that involves the insti-
tution.  3. Have a fi duciary 
responsibility for the assets, 
fi nances, and investments of 
the institution and exercise 
due diligence, care and fi nal-
ly 4. Use my best judgment in 
analyzing matters that have an 
impact on the institution bal-
ancing the interest of the insti-
tution and the community we 
serve.

SJC candidates respond

If you enjoy reading
the Leader,

support our advertisers!
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

Track and Field Championships
Class 6A, Region III

Friday and Saturday, April 28-29
Challenger Stadium, Webster

USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

Now picking up from Fred 
Roberts Middle School

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.com

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

LUBE • SERVICE • REPAIR

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/4/17.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.

We Can Cater Your Special Event!

www.texanbank.com

We Offer Mortgages
Competitive Rates • Fast And Convenient

12941 Gulf Freeway, Suite 100
Houston, Texas 77034

(281) 276-1800

Brook’s Herrera, Padilla make state!
At right, Clear Brook 
mixed doubles player 
Andres Padilla (right) 
serves as his partner, 
Maria Herrera, moni-
tors the net during the 
Wolverines’ Region III 
championship match 
against Cypress Ranch 
April 20 at Deer Park 
High School. Padilla 
and Herrera, unranked  
in the mixed doubles 
bracket, lost the title 
to top-seeded Melissa 
LaMette and Varun 
Thachial of Cy-Ranch, 
(6-4, 6-4) but qualified 
for the Class 6A Cham-
pionships beginning 
May 18 at Texas A&M 
University in College 
Station. At the Region 
III tournament, Padil-
la and Herrera defeat-
ed the No. 3 and No. 2 
seeded teams en route 
to the final, becoming 
the first Clear Brook 
duo to reach the state 
tournament since the 
1998 season. See more 
on Padilla and Her-
rera next month in 
the Leader as the state 
tournament nears.

Photo by John Bechtle

JFD’s Garcia named 22-6A soccer MVP

Dobie senior midfielder and four-year varsity letterman Andy Garcia (7) 
was named the District 22-6A Most Valuable Player in varsity boys’ soccer 
after leading the Longhorns to the Region III championship for the first 
time in school history. Teammates also grabbed headlines as the league re-
spective head coaches made their all-district selections following the season. 
See more on Page 2B.                                                       Photo by John Bechtle

Singleton, Davis pace Region III track qualifiers
 There are still a few 
talented hopefuls left 
standing as the Class 6A 
Region III track and field 
championships arrive at 
Challenger Stadium in 
Webster, set for Friday and 
Saturday, April 28-29.
 Among those still in the 
mix for a state champion-
ship invitation are Camille 
Singleton and Jeremy Da-
vis of Dobie, both multi-
event qualifiers at the up-
coming regional.
 Davis, who is eligible 
to compete in the discus 
and shot put as well as 

the 110-meter hurdles, 
and Singleton, the 22-6A 
champion in the 200- and 
400-meter dashes, just 
may present the Long-
horns’ best chances of 
reaching the state meet in 
Austin in May.
 In the 200-meter dash 
final at the District 21/22-
6A Area Championships, 
Singleton was the champi-
on in a time of 25.01 sec-
onds. 
 Singleton then claimed 
her second win of the ses-
sion, this time clocking in 
at 55.43 seconds to win 

the 400-meter dash.
 As for Davis, he won 
the top spot in the shot 
put at the 21/22-6A Area 
Championships, throw-
ing the weight 52 feet, 10 
inches for the win.

 Davis, second in the 
discus with a throw of 
152’7,” also advanced in 
that event.
 And joining the fray in 
the 110-meter hurdles rel-
atively late in the season 

apparently had no adverse 
effect on Davis as he was 
second for another Region 
III berth in a time of 14.89.
 Neither Singleton nor 
Davis are strangers to re-
gional competition.

 Singleton, a Stephen F. 
Austin University signee, 
is making her first region-
al appearance as an indi-
vidual since her freshman 
season in 2014.

Continued on Page 3B

Lady Longhorns lose No. 2 seed

With ball in glove, Dobie catcher Allison Bravo awaits the arrival of Memori-
al courtesy runner Gabby Rodriguez, who was subsequently tagged out. In a 
battle for the No. 2 playoff seed in 22-6A, Memorial outlasted Dobie 8-6 in 11 
innings April 24, at San Jacinto College South.                   Photo by John Bechtle

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 In a desperate bid to 
avoid taking on defend-
ing Region II champion 
Atascocita in the first 
round of the varsity soft-
ball playoffs, Memorial 
emerged victorious over 
Dobie.

 It took 11 innings over 
the course of more than 
four hours at San Jacinto 
College South as fans on 
both sides begrudged the 
idea of going to work in 
the a.m. after such a long 
night out.
 With the help of a Do-
bie error and a two-out 
single, Memorial plated 
two runs in the top of the 
11th inning to take an 8-6 
lead.
 The Lady Longhorns 
brought the potential tying 
run to the plate in the bot-
tom of the inning, but Jac-
queline Garcia lined out to 
second base, and Alyssa 

Ortega was doubled off 
second base to end the 
game. What a four-day 

stretch it was for Memo-
rial, which will now face 
North Shore in the first 

Pioneer tracksters
move on to regional
 Lutheran South Acad-
emy has cleared its way 
to the Texas Association 
of Private and Parochi-
al Schools District 4-5A 
Championships, and quite 
a few Pioneers are headed 
to the regional round.
 Of note, the Pioneers 
had their way in the major-
ity of the relays, helping 
additional athletes reach 
the regional level.
 LSA will compete in 
the Class 5A division at 
the 6A/5A South Region-
al, set for Thursday, April 
27, at the North East ISD’s 
Heroes Stadium in San 
Antonio. The athletes will 
be looking to reach the 
TAPPS State Champion-
ships next month in Waco.
 There are standouts 
aplenty headed to the re-
gional meet, including 
2016 state meet qualifi-
ers Marleen Guerrero and 
Terrel Davis. 
 Guerrero, who has 

signed a letter of intent 
to attend the University 
of Texas at Austin, was 
the second-place finisher 
in both the high jump (5 
feet, 2 inches) and triple 
jump (35’1/2”) at the 4-5A 
championships. 
 She will also compete 
in the relays for the Pio-
neers. In 2016, she won a 
silver medal in the triple 
jump at the state champi-
onships.
 There’s also LSA’s Ter-
rell Davis, who has signed 
a letter of intent to com-
pete in track and field at 
the Air Force Academy.
 Davis,  third in the 
400-meter dash at state a 
season ago, will compete 
in the 400-meter dash, the 
long jump, the triple jump 
and a relay at regionals 
this time around.
 As is usually the case, 
the Pioneers are sending a 
large group of qualifiers to

Continued on Page 3B

San Jac softball leads South
 San Jacinto College, 
bidding to reach the Na-
tional Junior College 
Athletic Association’s Di-
vision I Softball Champi-
onships in back-to-back 
seasons, is all set for the 
Region XIV Champion-
ships.
 At 19-5 in conference 
play, the Coyotes have but 
two nonconference games 
remaining before heading 
to Angelina College in 
Lufkin for the start of the 
postseason.
 San Jacinto closed out 

the regular season April 
21, poised with a chance 
to seize the outright lead 
spot in the South division. 
It simply did not happen.
 The locals defeated 
Blinn 3-2 in the first game 
but then suffered a 13-0 
run-rule loss in the night-
cap.
 Yet thanks to a Blinn 
loss to Lone Star-Port 
Arthur April 22, San Ja-
cinto is now guaranteed 
no worse than a share of 
the top seed in the South, 
which allows for favorable 
seeding in the Region XIV 
tournament.
 The bracket has yet to 
be finalized, but San Ja-
cinto will head into the 
regional tournament at 36-

18 overall. Blinn, ranked 
20th in the latest NJCAA 
national poll, is currently 
35-15 with all that is re-
maining for the Bucs be-
ing the conference tourna-
ment.
 The Region XIV Cham-
pionships, which include 
a double-elimination for-
mat, will he held May 4-7 
at Angelina.

San Jac 3
Blinn 2

 Taylor McHenry trig-
gered a three-run fourth 
inning as San Jacinto de-
feated Blinn in the first of 
two games April 21 on the 
South campus.
 Riley Bullen also drove 
in a run, and Niki Gonzalez
earned the pitching win.

Horns host 7-on-7 April 29
 The Dobie High School 
football program is set to 
host a 7-on-7 football tour-
nament Saturday, April 29, 
with games beginning at 9 
a.m.
 The tournament will be 
held at Pasadena Memorial 
High School as recent wet 
weather has precipitated a 
relocation.
 Teams from Dobie will 
be joined by those from 
Clear Brook, Alvin, Santa 

Fe, Memorial, Dawson, 
Manvel, Clear Springs, 
South Houston, Houston 
Austin, Pearland, Friends-
wood. Dickinson and 
Clear Lake.
 The event is a fundrais-
er for HISPRINT Min-
istries, which provides 
summer camp and instruc-
tional football sessions to 
youths in Croatia and Ser-
bia each summer. Dobie 
varsity football head coach 

Mike Norman has traveled 
to Europe as part of the 
HISPRINT Ministries pro-
gram for many summers.
 The public is invited to 
attend the event, and con-
cessions will be available 
throughout the day.
 Dobie will face Alvin at 
9 a.m. and then go against 
Clear Brook at 10:15 a.m. 
Dobie will also play San-
ta Fe (11:30 a.m.) and 
Pearland (12:45 p.m.).

round of the playoffs.
 Needing a win over 

Continued on Page 6B

Playoffs here!
Dobie vs.

Atascocita
Fri., April 28, 7 p.m.

Baytown Sterling

Cosmetic, Implants and
General Dentistry

Bring ad for free whitening after a
new patient exam, xrays, and cleaning.

10950 Resource Parkway
Suite C

(Near Memorial Southeast Hospital)

281-481-0056
Dr. Angel Román



Dobie keeper Ramon Cahue (right) is congratulated by teammate and co-cap-
tain Sabino Lozano after making a big stop in the Region III championship 
match’s shootout portion. Cahue, a junior, made two stops on shots against 
Channelview, helping to send the Longhorns to the state tournament. Cahue 
was also in the nets for much of JFD’s 22-6A championship run.

Deeming Thomas Carte (5) one of the top play-
ers at his position in the Region III ranks, Do-
bie head coach Justo Marique had little trouble 
nominating his player for a 22-6A fi rst team 
nod. The other head coaches agreed.
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Varsity Boys’ Soccer 
All-District 22-6A Selections

Most Valuable Player
Andy Garcia, Dobie, Sr.

Co-Offensive Players/Year
Sabino Lozano, Dobie, Sr.

Abner Lopez, South Houston, Jr.
Defensive Player/Year

Alejandro Flores, Dobie, Sr.
Newcomer/Year

Herson Sandoval, Deer Park, Soph.

Coach/Year
Justo Manrique, Dobie

Goalkeeper/Year
Ramon Cahue, Dobie, Jr.

Co-Utility Players/Year
Chris Loza, Deer Park, Sr.

Abe Lopez, South Houston, Sr.
Co-Seniors/Year
Sergio Calvillo, La Porte

Tyler Hanson, West Brook
First Team Selections

Dobie Longhorns
Edwin Saldivar, midfielder, Sr.

Thomas Carte, defender, Sr.

Sebastian Leal, midfielder, Jr.

Oscar Trevino, defender, Soph.

Bryan Nava, forward, Soph.

Memorial Mavericks
Jason Cruz, midfielder, Sr.

Jose Vasquez, defender, Sr.

Reggie Saavedra, midfielder, Sr.

Jesus Aleman, forward, Jr.

Deer Park Deer
David Mendez, midfielder, Jr.

Luis Gutierrez, forward, Sr.

Jefferson Martinez, defender, Soph.

Mahikeel, Figueroa, defender, Sr.

Rayburn Texans
Omar Pacheco, midfielder, Sr.

Kevin Santoyo, midfielder, Jr.

Cesar Villanueva, defender, Sr.

South Houston Trojans
Richard Lopez, midfielder, Sr.

Marcos Soto, defender, Jr. 

Pasadena Eagles
Richard Lopez, midfielder, Sr.

Marcos Soto, defender, Jr.

West Brook Bruins
Rogelio Yanez, midfielder, Sr.

Jackson LeBlanc, defender, Sr.

Enrique Barajas, goalkeeper, Jr.

La Porte Bulldogs
Sergio Calvillo, defender, Sr.

Erick Macias, goalkeeper, Fr.

Photos by 

John Bechtle

 What a season it was for the Dobie varsity boys’ soccer team. First came a 
third consecutive district championship and a near third straight loss-less record. 
Once the playoffs began, the Longhorns were at their best, allowing just two goals 
through the fi rst four playoff games. Reaching the Region III championship game 
for the second time in school history, Dobie got over the hump this time, claiming  
the RIII championship and a state tournament berth. Although the season ended 
with a state semifi nal loss to Arlington Sam Houston, there were plenty of cheers 
to go around.

A starter on the varsity boys’ soccer team since 
the fi rst day he set foot on campus, Sabino Loza-
no was a multi-year award winner in District 
22-6A, including his co-Most Valuable Offensive 
Player honor this season. Lozano shared the 
award with Abner Lopez, a midfi elder at South 
Houston High School.

 Following the season, the 22-6A head coaches gave the team their just due, with 
head coach Justo Manrique included. Andy Garcia was named the league’s overall 
Most Valuable Player, and Sabino Lozano the Most Valuable Offensive Player 
with Alejandro Flores the Most Valuable Defensive Player. In addition, fi ve other 
players nabbed 22-6A fi rst team accolades. 2017 will present a new challenge to 
the program, but there are enough key returnees on the roster to believe that anoth-
er District 22-6A crown and deep run through the postseason is certainly within 
reach.

District 22-6A
Second Team Selections

Dobie Longhorns

Kevin Hernandez, forward, Soph.

Adrian Garcia, defender, Fr.

Ilsen Urrutia, defender, Soph.

Luis Arellano, forward, Jr.

Alberto Chavez, forward, Soph.

Honorable Mention Selections

Dobie Longhorns

Sebastian Martinez, defender, Sr.

Ivan Diaz, defender, Sr.

Raul Hernandez, forward, Fr.

It was not exactly a four-year plan, but that’s 
seemingly how it worked out for Dobie’s Justo 
Manrique, who guided the varsity boys’ soccer 
program to its fi rst-ever Region III title. 

Coach of the Year Region III boys’ soccer champions garner 22-6A accolades

Goalkeeper of the Year

Capping a senior season that almost didn’t happen, Dobie’s Edwin Saldivar was 
named to the District 22-6A fi rst team from his midfi eld position. A three-year 
letterwinner and co-captain of the team, Saldivar overcame a serious abdom-
inal injury in August and started from the fi rst game on for the Longhorns 
during their Region III title run.

District 22-6A fi rst team

Dobie’s Alejandro Flores (4) celebrates the team’s 
Region III quarterfi nal victory with the Dobie 
faithful at Abshier Stadium in Deer Park. Flores, 
a varsity player since midway through his fresh-
man season, was named the District 22-6A Most 
Valuable Defensive Player following the season.    
  Photo by Gary Williams

Defensive MVP

Seeing his fi rst action as a starter for the Longhorns in 2017, Dobie sophomore 
Oscar Trevino (8) was a force from his defender position as the Longhorns con-
trolled the pace against most opponents. In the playoffs, Trevino was tremendous 
as the Longhorns allowed just two goals in their fi rst four playoff games. Trevino 
was a District 22-6A fi rst team honoree.

District 22-6A fi rst team pick

District 22-6A fi rst team

Sebastian Leal (6) gave the Dobie midfi eld a huge 
lift with his physical presence throughout the sea-
son, his fi rst as a fulltime starter. Leal was an-
other one of the team’s District 22-6A fi rst team 
selections.

District 22-6A fi rst team

Co-Offensive MVP

District 22-6A fi rst team

Dobie sophomore Bryan Nava (16) stepped up 
as a primary scoring option for the Longhorns 
this season as he helped guide the team to fi rst a 
third straight District 22-6A championship and 
then a Region III title.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 27
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

6 - 7 p.m.
Sullivan Middle School – April 27 – Sullivan 6th Grade 
Band Concert 6-7 p.m. at Sullivan MS

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday 
night service beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 
6 p.m. followed by a praise, worship and prayer service at 
7 p.m. at 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Afterward both pastors 
lead a Bible study in English and Spanish. Everyone is 
welcome.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd. For details, call 
Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.
Well Spouse Support Group – meets the last Thursday 
at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale, with the spouse of 
a chronically ill/disabled person, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Childcare 
is free. No meetings in Nov. or Dec. For details, contact 
Jennifer Miller at houstonwellspouse@gmail.com or 713-
724-2360, or visit http://www.wellspouse.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-
306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

FRIDAY, APRIL 28

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, noon, 
Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 12005 
County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets monthly, the last 
Friday, at University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook 
Dr., Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing prior to 7 p.m. 
meeting. No meeting in Nov. or Dec. For details, visit www.
TxBayAreaGen.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-856-
1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not alone, and dis-
cover choices available. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, APRIL 29
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, Saturdays, 
7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-
8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or 

drop in.
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SUNDAY, APRIL 30
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, call 281-487-
8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to RSVP 
for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For 
details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, 
call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

MONDAY,  MAY 1
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of 
church. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 
1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship 
Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or 
drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

2 p.m.
Genealogy Group – Parker Williams Genealogy Group 
meets from 2 to 4 p.m. on fi rst and third Monday at the Park-
er Williams Library, Beamer at Scarsdale. Public is invited. 
For details, email Liz Hicks at erootrot@usa.net. 

3:15 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and 
speech therapy for adults with Parkinson’s 3:15 to 4:45 
p.m., Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical 
Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for more 
information.

6 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Age 50 and older meets the 
first and third Mondays for a potluck dinner with activities 
and/or guest speakers at Webster Presbyterian Church, 
201 W. NASA Pkwy. For details, call Margarita at 832-715-
9658.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-
488-2923 for details.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. No fee to 
attend. Call Cris at 832-724-4296 to register. 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – 
Monday at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. 
Broadway, Pearland. Use door near recycling bins. For 
details, call 713-865-3668 or visit www.oahouston.org.
 Continued on Page 4B

CALENDAR

      THINK
 MONEY

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll save 

money!
sell...

you’ll make 
money!

Call 
Today

281-
481-5656

SB Dolphins offer registration
 The Southbelt Dolphins of the Bay Area Football 
League have set upcoming registration dates for the 
2017 season, with practices starting in July. 
 The registration dates include May 20, and June 24, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sagemont Community 
Center. Games begin in August, and the regular season 
runs into November.

Athletic physicals at Thompson
 Incoming seventh- and eighth-grade Thompson In-
termediate student-athletes will have the opportunity to 
take advantage of discounted physicals at the school. 
Physicians will be on hand Thursday, May 18, from 3 to 
5 p.m. to administer the physicals. The cost is $20 per 
student.
 Current athletic physicals are mandatory for those 
wishing to take part in any summer, preseason or 
in-season activity pertaining to Thompson athletics. 
There are no exceptions. The Lions will soon begin op-
tional summer camp activities, and anyone wishing to 
participate must have a current athletic physical on fi le 
at the school prior to taking part.

Dobie’s Torres golfs at regional
 Dobie varsity girls’ golfer Cecilia Torres shot a 100-
101 at the Region III Golf Championships April 24-25, 
at Eagle Pointe Golf Club in Mont Belvieu. Two golfers 
shot a two-round total of 138 to win the event.

Area sports, news

Continued from Page 1B
 Back then, Single-
ton finished ninth in the 
400-meter dash prelimi-
naries with a time of 58.47 
seconds, missing the final 
by one slot.
 Davis is a state hopeful 
after reaching a pair of re-
gional events in 2016. As a 
junior competing at Chal-
lenger Stadium, Davis 
threw the discus 144 feet, 
2 inches for ninth place.
 In the 110-meter hur-
dles, a time of 14.81 
placed Davis fifth.
 At the four respective 
regional competitions, 
only the top two finishers 
in each relay and individ-
ual event automatically 
qualify for the state cham-
pionships.
 Others still in the mix 
at regionals this season 
include Lady Longhorns’ 
high jumper LaDayijah 
Cook, who placed second 
at 5’4.”
 Mason Douglas, in the 
300-meter hurdles, also 
placed fourth at the area 
championships for a re-
gional berth at 41.51.
 From Clear Brook, 
sophomore Jake Allison 
will compete in the discus 
at regionals after placing 
fourth in the 23/24-6A 
Area Championships at 
134’8.”
 Also, the Wolverines’ 
John’Te Horace reached 
regionals in the triple 
jump after going 44’0” for 
third place in the previous 
round.
 The season has con-
cluded for the rest of the 
athletes from Clear Brook 
and Dobie following the 
area round.
 From Dobie, Jade Giron 
was sixth in the 200-meter 
dash in a time of 26.24 and 

seventh in the high jump at 
5’10.”
 Cook was seventh in 
the 400-meter dash with 
a time of 1 minute, 01.72, 
and Camryn Ridge placed 
eighth in the 100-meter 
dash at 13.17.
 The Dobie girls’ 
4x200-meter relay team 
also placed seventh at 
1:47.77.
 Victoria Onozie threw 
the discus 111’6” for fifth 
place, and Erin Flemings 
best leap of 16’3 1/2” 
placed her eighth in the 
long jump.
 In the shot put, the 
Lady Longhorns’ Jameset-
ta Seals was sixth (34’2”), 
with teammate Kierra 
Wells eighth (31’11 1/2”).
 At 124’9,” Dobie’s 
Brandon Flores placed 
eighth in the discus as he 
also closed out his career 
with the Longhorns.
 Jacoby Davis was 
sixth in the high jump 
(6’0”) and seventh in the 
400-meter dash (52.11). In 
that same 400-meter dash, 
Dobie’s Mike Nwokolo 
placed eighth (52.68).
 Dobie’s 4x100-meter 
boys’ relay squad was 

sixth in a time of 43.73, 
with the 4x400-meter 
relay team coming in 
3:33.95 for seventh place.
 In the 110-meter hur-
dles, the Longhorns’ Dan-
iel Williams’ time of 15.64 
was seventh, with Douglas 
eighth at 15.79. 
 Williams also took part 
in the 300-meter hurdles, 
where he was sixth in a 
time of 41.74. Teammate 
Earl Newton was a place 
back, eighth in a time of 
41.91.
 Segdrick Romar, com-
peting in the 200-meter 
dash, ended his season 
seventh in a time of 23.27.
 Clear Brook’s Tyler 
Garcia placed seventh in 
the boys’ 300-meter hur-
dles in a time of 40.32, 
and the Wolverines’ 
4x200-meter relay team 
was sixth at 1:30.14.
 A leap of 20’7” placed 
Horace sixth in the long 
jump.
 As for the Lady Wol-
verines’ Riley Halter 
placed seventh at 48.58 
in the 300-meter hurdles, 
At 17.34, Kayla King was 
eighth in the 100-meter 
hurdles.

Dobie duo headed to regionals;
Wolverine athletes also qualify

The Fast Attack 12-under softball team representing the South 
Belt Girls Softball Association continued its solid spring sea-
son, placing third among nine teams at the Swing Into Action 
Invitational, hosted by the Texas City Girls Softball Associa-
tion. The team played four games on the fi rst day of the event, 
then returned for three more the fi nal day. Members of the 

team are, left to right, (front row) Ashley Garcia, Kaitlyn Ol-
ivares, Claire Ramirez, Miriam Castillo, Aubrey Zambrano, 
Kyanna Hernandez, (back row) coach Robert Ramirez, Juli-
anna Padilla, coach Jaime Olivares, Christina Mejia, coach 
Cruz Castillo, Melody Guerrero, Maricela Aguilar, Brianna 
Garcia and coach Jorge Garcia.                         Submitted photo

Fast Attack 12-U third at TC’s Spring Into Action

At right, South Belt 
area softball stand-
out Marisa Perla has 
for the second straight 
season been selected to 
participate in the USA 
Elite Futures Select 
All-American Games 
coming in August in 
Kissimmee, Fla. She 
received top 5 ratings 
from the NPF Pride 
coaching staff during 
the selection process as 
a 12-under player. A 
member of the Texas 
Glory Adkins-Saenz in 
the Bay Area, Perla is 
a sixth-grade student at 
Middle School. She and 
her family reside in the 
Southbridge subdivi-
sion.      Submitted photo

Perla to return
as EFS player

Continued from Page 1B
the regional champion-
ships. 

LSA girls move on
 The list of regional 
qualifiers for Lutheran 
South Academy is seem-
ingly endless, both for the 
boys’ and girls’ teams.
 As is the case in pub-
lic school track and field, 
the top four finishers in 
both individual and relay 
competitions move on to 
regionals.
 In the 100-meter hur-
dles, LSA’s Annie Chuo-
ke came in at 17.42 for 
second place, and she 
was fourth at 53.96 in the 
300-meter hurdles.
 Anna Hirth’s time of 
6:16.38 placed her third in 
the 1,600-meter run, and 
teammate Nicole Koza 
was fourth at 16:8.80 as 
both advanced to region-
als.
 Hirth made her way to 
regionals in the 800-me-
ter run as her clocking of 
2:39.41 was third-best.

 Bethany Andress came 
in at 27.30 for fourth place 
in the 200-meter dash. 
 Lutheran South was 
also well-represented in 
the 3,200-meter run as Ko-
za’s time of 13:57.03 was 
second, with teammate 
Vanessa Campos third in a 
time of 14:00.69.
 Taylar Johnson won a 
district championship in 
the shot put, as her top 
throw of 34’2,” easily won 
the event. LSA’s Raffaela 
Scotto (29’7”) was third.
 At 79’10,” Johnson was 
second in the discus, with 
teammate Mikayla Leav-
erton fourth with a throw 
of 76’6.”
 Gabi Scotto went 14’10 
1/2” for fourth place in the 
long jump, and Victoria 
Venable (6’0”) and Lily 
Fehst (6’0” on more at-
tempts) went 3-4, respec-
tively, in the high jump.

Davis leads LSA boys
 Davis will compete in 
the maximum allowable 
four events at regionals.

 Davis was also a mem-
ber of LSA’s 4x100-meter 
relay team that won the 
district title at 44.41.
 In the 400-meter dash, 
Davis won the 4-5A dis-
trict title in a time of 50.62.
 Davis went for gold  in 
the long jump but settled 
for second place with a 
best effort of 20’5.” Shel-
mire went 20’2” for third 
place.
 At 41’0 1/2,” Davis was 
third for yet another re-
gional berth in the triple 
jump.
 The Pioneers domi-
nated the pole vault, with 
district champion Carson 
Noack clearing 10’6” for 
the win.
 Joseph Spencer went 
10’0,” for second place, 
and Edwards cleared 9’6” 
for third place.
 The Pioneers’ Noa 
Miller also won a district 
championship, clocking in 
an 2:09.02 for first place 
in the 800-meter run.
 LSA high jumpers Pey-

Lutheran South Academy track team
headed to regional level competition 

ton Soderstrom and Dan-
iel Hutchens both cleared 
5’10,” to advance. Sod-
erstrom was third, with 
Hutchens fourth.
 In the 100-meter dash, 
Christian Shelmire was 
third for the Pioneers at 
11.62, with Ryan Jackson 
fourth in a time of 11.74.
 Chandler Smith and 
Bryan Edwards, compet-
ing in the 110-meter hur-
dles, went 3-4, with Smith 
at 18.08 and Edwards at 
18.15.
 Edwards also quali-
fied for regionals in the 
300-meter hurdles, plac-
ing fourth at 45.60.
 The Pioneers’ Will 
Pheiffer also advanced in 
the 3,200-meter run after 
placing fourth at district in 
a time of 11:36.28.
 In the shot put, Aaron 
Casas was in at 42’4” for 
third place and a regional 
invitation.

Longhorn football makes summer plans and more
 Dobie High School’s 
spring football workouts 
are set to get underway 
Monday, May 1, as the 
Longhorns will be on the 
field each Monday, Tues-
day and Thursday, from 2 
to 4 p.m.
 It will all lead up to Do-
bie’s annual spring game 
Friday, May 26, at Veter-
ans Stadium in Pasadena. 
Game time is 4:30 p.m. 
 The Longhorn coaching 
staff has also set plans for 
both summer conditioning 
workouts as well as the 
annual incoming freshman 
camp at the school.

Conditioning camp
 Dobie’s coaching staff 
will host a conditioning 
camp for incoming fresh-
men through incoming se-
niors as of the 2017-2018 
school year.
 The sessions will run 
Monday, June 12, through 
Thursday, July 20. There 
will be no Friday work-
outs. Cost for those who 
preregister is $50 per stu-
dent, and there is a sibling 
discount available. Those 
who register on June 12 
will pay $60. The prereg-
istration deadline is June 
10.
 Payments may be made 
with cash, money order or 
credit cards. No checks 
will be accepted. 
 The first session, de-
signed for incoming soph-
omores through seniors, 
will run from 8 to 10 a.m., 
while the 10 a.m. to noon 
session is designed for in-
coming freshmen. 
 All participants must 
have a current athlet-
ic physical on file at the 
school prior to taking part 
in any of the workouts. 
There are no exceptions.  
 In addition, Pasade-
na ISD does not provide 
medical insurance cover-
age for events of this type. 
Thus, parents will be re-
quired to provide this cov-

erage for their children.
 For more information, 
direct email to Dobie var-
sity football head coach 
Mike Norman at MNor 
man@pasadenaisd.org or 
call 713-740-0370.
Head start for freshmen
 The Longhorns’ annual 
Camp Head Start for in-
coming freshmen will be 

held July 31 through Aug. 
3, at Dobie High School. 
The sessions will run from 
8 to 11 a.m. each day.
 Coaching staffs from 
Dobie High School, 
Thompson Intermediate 
and Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate will be on hand to 
take part in the program.
 Camp Head Start 

presents an excellent op-
portunity for incoming 
freshmen to learn how 
the Dobie football pro-
gram functions in advance 
of preseason workouts, 
which are scheduled to be-
gin Monday, Aug. 14, at 6 
p.m. 
 As is the case with the 
conditioning workouts, 

participants must have a 
current athletic physical 
on file at the school before 
being eligible to take part. 
 Also, families must 
provide their own medical 
insurance as Pasadena ISD 
does not offer coverage for 
such events.

Looking ahead
 The Dobie varsity foot-

ball program will have 
two weeks of workouts, 
including a scrimmage 
prior to heading to Turn-
er Stadium in Humble to 
open the regular season 
against Summer Creek 
on Saturday, Sept. 2. That 
first week of the regular 
season, Dobie’s subvarsity 
teams will also play.

Region III Track and Field
Challenger Stadium Webster
Friday and Saturday, April 28-29

Friday, April 28 – Field event fi nals start 
at 10 a.m.; running event prelims begin at 
4:10 p.m. 
Saturday, April 29 – Field event fi nals 
start at 9 a.m.; running event fi nals begin 
at 3 p.m.
Tickets: All wristbands are $5 each day
Results available at www.Microsport.com



CALENDAR
Hwy., Pasadena. December may be an exception. For informa-
tion, call Monica Montoya at 281-794-5531.
American Business Women’s Association Bay Area Vision 
Chapter – Meets at Bon Appetit Cafe, 18027 Point Lookout 
Dr., 77058, monthly, first Wednesday, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Professional speaker often present. For details, contact Christie 
O’Rear at christieorear@gmail.com.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For more information, call 713-
856-1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to prac-
tice ballroom dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m.  Wednesdays, 1001 E. 
League City Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase 
activity card. Help is available to assist learning dance moves. 
For details, call Neva Schroder at 417-838-2204.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. No fee to attend. 
Call Cris at 832-724-4296 to register. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-
1611.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-
2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/
sexual abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturn-
ingpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, MAY 4
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For more information, call 713-
856-1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday night 
service beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 6 p.m. 
followed by a praise, worship and prayer service at 7 p.m. at 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Afterward both pastors lead a Bible 
study in English and Spanish. Everyone is welcome.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-856-
1611.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday 
monthly, Barnes and Noble, 1029 W. Bay Area Blvd., 7 p.m. 
Newcomers welcome. 
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-
480-4166.

Continued from Page 3B
MONDAY, MAY 1

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – gives coping skills in 
a non-threatening environment to adults who have lost a loved 
one to suicide. For details email LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or 
visit www.crisishotline.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-856-
1611.

7:30 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on 
Monday, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/
session or $35/10 sessions for CSH members and $5/session 
or $45/10 session for nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For 
information, contact 281-488-5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.
org.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call 
Russell at 832-483-6715.

TUESDAY,  MAY 2
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include 
dioramas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time 
kitchen. Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. 
Main, Pasadena. For details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 for details.

11:30 a.m.
Local NARFE Meeting – National Association of Retired 
Federal Employees, Chapter 1321, meets the first Tuesday at 
Clear Lake Community Center, 5001 NASA Pkwy. Lunch is $6. 
For information, call Bob Mitchell at 281-333-2881.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For more information, call 713-
856-1611.

Noon
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., 
Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. 
Lunch is $15. Variety of speakers. For information, call 281-
900-7257 or email nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1 p.m.
Trailmixers – Meets the first Tuesday at Luby’s, 11595 Fuqua. 
Former and current employees of J. Frank Dobie High School 
are welcome.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 
p.m. For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 
Sea Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Quilt Guild – Meets the first Tuesday, Mt. Olive 
Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Fellowship is at 6:30 
p.m.; meeting/program begins at 7 p.m. Visit www.Facebook.
com/BayAreaQuiltGuild.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-
1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-
480-4166.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets monthly, first 
and third Wednesday, noon, Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer 

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly 

HELP WANTED section!
11555 Beamer        281-481-5656

HELP WANTED

The
Southeast VFD 

needs you!

WANTED
HOUSTON
OILERS'
PROGRAMS OR
TEAM PHOTOS

FROM 1974 - 1976. 
WOULD LIKE TO BUY 

OR MAKE COPY.
PLEASE CALL
281-481-0389

Pasadena, 77505. Zion 
Lutheran Church. Sat, 
May 6, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Large Sale, many ven-
dors with lots of trea-
sures. Vendor spots still 
available call Sandra 
346-212-7034, if inter-
ested. 5-4

MISCELLANEOUS
$10 TENNIS CLINIC - 
May 6!!! San Jacinto 
College South. For reg-
istration, contact USPTA 
coach Edward Gonzales 
at 281-870-3634, eddi
e s t e n n i s a c a d e m y
@gmail.com or visit us 
at www.eddiestennis.
com 4-27
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three 
spaces, choice location 
Section 206, lot 89, 
spaces 7, 8, 9. Call 281-
487-7932. TF

REAL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR SALE by 
owner. Riverstone 
Ranch subdivision, built 
2002, 2250 sq.ft., 1 
story, 4 beds, 2 baths. 
Email LTRAN54@hot-
mail.com for more info 
and pictures. 4-27

BUSINESS
LOOKING FOR a con-
struction company to 
man  construction for 4 
duplexes. Call Charlie 
713-643-0573 4-27

CHILD CARE
IN-HOME CHILDCARE. 
Sageglen Subdivision. 
M-F, 6 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
infants/ toddlers. Abeka 
curriculum, yoga and 
Spanish. CPR, Refer-
ences available. Call 
Melinda 713-402-8591.  
 5-11

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
E s t i m a t e s . N e w 
Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician 
Not a Salesman. Call 
Harry 713-991-1355.  
 5-11
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 
Sabo, Suite 120, 281-
481-0909. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com TF

GARAGE SALE
5050 E. SAM 
HOUSTON PKWY. S., 
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Advertise
in the

Leader!
281-481-5656

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

Advertise 

in 

the 

Leader!

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800

SERVICES
HANDYMAN: Painting 
interior/exterior, sheet-
rock, wood fences, tree 
services, trimming and 
removal, mulch, lay 
fresh grass, weed flow-
erbeds, lawn service, 
pressure washing. Free 
Estimates. Ruben 832-
406-0183 4-27
I PROVIDE ELDERLY 
CARE. Dr. appt., grocery 
shopping, meal prepara-
tions, light housekeeping, 
bathing assistance. 
Hourly care. References. 
Ava - 281-797-4791 5-4
PIANO LESSONS: Mast-
er’s Degree, MTNA Pro-
fessionally Certified, 20+ 
years experience. Recitals, 
Guild, Gold Cup, classical 
and other styles. 281-481-
6911 or  william-
wells3427@att.net 4-27
FREE PRESSURE 
WASH-ING Estimates --> 
Spruce up for Spring/ 
houses, driveways, side-
walks, boats, etc. Call 
Scott at 979-235-0645 
(Don’t put it off). 4-27
SPECIAL NEEDS 
CARETAKER 55-years 

We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

To submit items 
for the 

CALENDAR
at the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader 
send an email to: 

mynews@southbeltleader.com

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

old, on parole, no expe-
rience, no references, 
called to protect and 
serve. Benjamin Urbina 
832-434-8617. 5-11

Kids Fun Zone
Saturday, April 29th
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Free Games & Rides for Kids
Princess Party Productions–Snow Queen-Elsa, 

Elena of Avalor, Spiderman and Captain America, 
Petting Zoo, Pony Rides, Rock Climbing, Vertical 

Rush, Warrior Rush, Bungee Trampoline, 
Obstacle Course,  Moonwalk, Adrenaline Rush, 
Trackless Train Ride, Photo Opportunity with 

Oliver the Watusi Bull, Face Painting, 
Hair-braiding, Harris County Pct. 2 and SEVFD 

Display Areas, Harris County Emergency Response 
Vehicles, Bubble Blaster, Coins in Hay, Music & 

Much More.
Listed above are the anticipated attractions.

Food & refreshments, including Barbecue 
Sandwiches, Turkey Legs, Hot Dogs, 

Frito Pies, Chili, Sausage On A Stick, Cotton 
Candy, Nachos, Snow Cones & Drinks will be 

available for purchase.

Children 12 & under admitted FREE!
Anyone 13 or older admission $5 
before 4 p.m.; $10 after 4 p.m.

21st annual South Belt Spectacular Cookoff 
will be hosted by the Southeast Volunteer Fire

Department at El Franco Lee Park,
9400 Hall Road. 

South Belt Spectacular is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t organization.

Leader!

BUILDER NEEDED
Company needed to 
oversee construction 

of 2 Duplexes in
SE Houston.

Must have experience, insured, 
will check references

Charlie Bolton
713-643-0573  713-647-2222

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT
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Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance will
save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

281-692-1684MPL #18439

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

281-704-3373
russel.craig4@gmail.com

28 Years South Belt Resident • Local Dealer 14 Years
 Lower your Cable Bill • $100 Referrals • Professional Installation
Same Day Service • Internet Bundles Available

Authorized Dealer
Business & 
Residential

Home Automation

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 or 713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDSELLIOTT’S REMODELING

A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• PLUMBING • SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE 
• FENCES • GARAGE CONVERSION
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectric1111.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Licensed & InsuredAll Major Credit Cards Accepted!
MPL39885 

713-340-0404
www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP

24 Hour Emergency Service

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

SOURCE: Southbelt Leader | Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Minimum $250 Invoice. Limit 1 per Household. Cannot be combined with other offers or used towards 
Service Plan (BAM/AMP/CLUB) Purchase. Show at time of service. Call for Details. 

Alan O’Neill M-20628 | TACLA 31525E | TECL 30557

ANY Repair 
Plumbing
AC / Heating
Electrical

(281) 552-8357
www.AbacusPlumbing.net

SOURCE S hb l L d | Li i d Ti

$50
OFF

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27
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g

No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information
281-484-4337

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

Looking to 
improve your yard 

the easy way?

Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your Lawn 
& Garden!

11555 
Beamer

281-
481-5656

LAWN & GARDEN

The Classifieds – read them and use them; 
They’re there when you need them!

FOR WHEN LIFE BRINGS 
YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection of professional service people 
who advertise there. You can compare and choose from among them in the 

SERVICES columns and be ready for anything shocking ahead! 

281-481-5656

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $1,000’s 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!
South Belt

AIR & HEAT INC.
Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Join us on Join us on 
Facebook!Facebook!

Get local 
news and 
updates 
between 
issues!

Advertise in the Leader!
281-481-5656

www.southbeltleader.com
Support Leader Advertisers!

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

 WATER DAMAGE REPAIR  POWER WASHING 

Jim Elder

E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net



Page 6, Section B, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, April 27, 2017

Pol. Adv. Paid by John M
oon, Jr. Cam

paign

Early Vote Now through May 2! Election Day, May 6

“Moon provides an outsider 
perspective that Pasadena needs and the resume to get the job done.”

Continued from Page 1B
Dobie on the last day of the 
regular season to forge a 
tie, the Lady Mavericks 
got the job done with a 
tight 2-1 win (see details 
below). Then came the 
battle for the second seed.
 Dobie took a 3-1 lead 
through four innings af-
ter Alyssa Corpus lined a 
two-run homer over the 
fence in right-center field.
 But Memorial took a 

Dobie’s Alyssa Corpus smashed a line drive, two-run homer to 
right-center field in the bottom of the fourth inning as the Lady 
Longhorns took a 3-1 lead. In a back-and-forth game, the locals 
tied the game at 6-6 with two outs in the bottom of the seventh, 

only to see Memorial score two runs in the top of the 11th inning 
for an 8-6 victory April 24, at San Jacinto College South. With the 
outcome, Dobie was sent to the No. 3 seed out of 22-6A entering 
the bidistrict playoffs.                                     Photos by John Bechtle

At left, having rocked 
a two-run homer in the 
fourth inning against 
Memorial, Dobie first 
baseman Alyssa Cor-
pus (22) is congratu-
lated by Dobie head 
coach Robin Rackley. 
The Lady Longhorns 
are now set to face 
defending Region II 
champion Atascocita 
in the first round of 
the playoffs. Atascocita 
won the Region II title 
in 2016 before losing 
in the state semifi-
nals. But this is a new 
season, and the Lady 
Longhorns have every 
intention of continuing 
their season. 

Dobie goes against Atascocita as bidistrict playoffs begin
big advantage with five 
runs in the sixth, with most 
of the damage coming af-
ter two were out.  
 Victoria Garivay dou-
bled in a run to make it 
3-2, and Maricruz Marti-
nez added a single, knot-
ting the game at 3-3.
 Patty Ortiz slapped a 
two-out, two-run single to 
center field for a 5-3 lead. 
Reagan McGreghor then 
sent a squibber out in front 

of the plate that went for a 
hit and 6-3 Memorial lead. 
 Dobie was down but 
not out. Yvonne Whaley’s 
two-run single with two 
outs in the bottom of the 
sixth got the Lady Long-
horns within 6-5.
 With Memorial’s Han-
nah Garcia trying to finish 
off the win in the circle for 
the Lady Mavericks, Do-
bie again rallied.
 Taylor Pleasants led 

off the bottom of the sev-
enth inning by dropping 
a single into center field. 
Allison Bravo sacrificed 
Pleasants to second base. 
Garcia recovered to retire 
Kristoff for the second 
out, but Deja Gaines came 
up big for Dobie.
 Working the count full 
with Pleasants at second, 
Gaines bounced a single 
through the middle, tying 
the game at 6-6.

 The score stayed that 
way for more than an hour. 
Finally, Memorial used an 
error and an RBI single 
from Garivay to outlast the 
Lady Longhorns.

Luck of the draw
 So now Dobie has to 
go up against Atascocita, 
which lost in the state 
semifinals in eight innings 
in 2016 to eventual state 
champion Keller.
 Granted, no two sea-

sons are the same. Atas-
cocita’s roster has shown 
considerable turnover 
from last season to this. 
 And Dobie appears to 
have had its way by get-
ting into a one-game, win-
ner-take-all playoffs game 
against the Lady Eagles.
 The game is Friday, 
April 28, at 7 p.m., with 
Baytown Sterling High 
School providing the play-
ing surface.
 Dobie is likely to 
change very little. Senior 
Michelle Kristoff is likely 
to start in the circle, and 
the lineup figures to be 

as straight forward as it’s 
been for much of the sea-
son. 
 Atascocita very well 
could go with senior Tier-
ran Williams in the circle. 
After all, she started the 
state semifinal game in 
2016. Little else about 
Atascocita can be deter-
mined in such a short turn-
around time. 

Memorial 2
Dobie 1

 The extra game for 
playoff seeding was ne-
cessitated after the Lady 
Mavericks defeated Dobie 
2-1 in the District 22-6A 

regular season fi nale.
 With the win, Memo-
rial forged a tie for second 
place with Dobie at 11-3. 
Deer Park won the district 
title at 14-0, with La Porte 
fi nishing fourth.
 Dobie had held a slim 
lead over Memorial by 
virtue of a fi rst-round 
win over the Lady Mavs, 
but Memorial evened the 
score April 21, at the Pasa-
dena ISD complex.
 With help from a Do-
bie error, Memorial scored 
two runs in the top of the 
fi rst inning, then held on 
for the victory.

 Dobie closed the gap 
in the bottom of the sixth 
as Pleasants led off with a 
triple and scored on Krist-
off’s one-out ground ball, 
but Memorial held on 
from there.
 Garcia, the victim of 
Pleasants’ eventual game-
winning three-run triple 
in Dobie’s 6-5 win March 
28, went 6 2/3 innings for 
the victory.
 Savana Mata, daughter 
of Memorial head coach 
Christina Mata, came on in 
relief for the Lady Mavs and 
retired Whaley for the fi nal 
out of the contest. 

Dobie third baseman Zach Frias and his Dobie teammates will play their final 
regular season game April 28, at Memorial. First pitch is at 4 p.m. The Long-
horns need a win to ensure themselves of capturing the fourth and final playoff 
seed in District 22-6A. However, if West Brook loses to 22-6A co-leader Deer 
Park the same day, Dobie advances anyway.                       Photo by John Bechtle

District 24-6A Standings
Varsity Baseball

(As of April 26)
 
Teams  W  L
 Dickinson 10 3
 Clear Springs  9 4
 Clear Falls  8 5
 Clear Brook  7 6
 Clear Creek  7 6
 Friendswood  7 6
 Alvin  4 9
 Clear Lake  0              13

Friday, April 28 Games
Clear Brook at Dickinson

Friendswood at Alvin
Clear Falls at Clear Creek

Clear Lake at Clear Springs

District 22-6A Standings
Varsity Baseball

(As of April 26)
 
Teams  W  L
 Deer Park 11 2
 La Porte  11 2
 Memorial 10 3
 Dobie  6 7
 West Brook  6 7
 Rayburn  4 9
 South Houston  3              10
 Pasadena  1              12

Friday, April 28 Games
Dobie at Memorial

South Houston vs. Pasadena
Sam Rayburn at La Porte
Deer Park at West Brook

Baseball’s fi nal regular season day to bring plenty of drama in 22-6A, 24-6A
 The final day of the var-
sity baseball regular sea-
son in districts 22-6A and 
24-6A is April 28, yet very 
little has been decided as 
to just which teams are 

headed to the postseason 
and which slots they will 
occupy.
 In District 22-6A, the 
facts are that Deer Park, 
La Porte and Memo-

rial have qualified for the 
playoffs, while Dobie and 
West Brook remain in play 
for the fourth and final 
playoff seed.
 Thanks to a 2-1 Memo-

rial win over Deer Park 
April 25, things have got-
ten tricky at the top of the 
standings.
 The Deer are now tied 
with La Porte for the top 
spot, just one game ahead 
of Memorial. Obviously, 
all three teams will be mo-
tivated to win their season 
finales.
 That fact could help 
Dobie, which despite a 
9-1 loss to La Porte April 
25, remains in great shape 
to capture the last playoff 
spot.
 Courtesy of a season 
sweep of West Brook, the 
Longhorns hold the tie-
breaker advantage should 
the two teams finish in a 
tie. 
 Dobie closes the season 
at Memorial, while West 
Brook hosts Deer Park. If 
Dobie wins, it is ensured 
that final playoff spot. A 
West Brook loss, in any 
case, would also send Do-
bie to the playoffs.

La Porte 9
Dobie 1

 The Longhorns could 
have finalized their play-
off plans with a win over 
La Porte April 25, but a 
big six-run sixth inning 
carried the Bulldogs to a 
9-1 win at Dobie.
 Mark Gomez had four 
hits and four runs batted in 
for the Bulldogs and has 
now driven in nine runs 
against the Longhorns in 
two games in league play.
 Brett Williams went 
the distance for La Porte, 
striking out eight.
 Dobie’s Euro Diaz was 

terrific for five innings 
plus on the mound before 
things got away from the 
Longhorns.
 Dobie’s up-and-down 
run in 22-6A play was on 
display April 21-22. The 

Longhorns lost a 12-2 
game to Deer Park in a 
game moved to Deer Park 
due to field conditions 
at Dobie. A day later, the 
Longhorns bounced back 
with an 11-2 win over Pas-

adena as Isaiah Vasquez 
had three hits and drove 
in three runs. Justin Blogg 
also had three hits as the 
Longhorns cruised.
 In District 24-6A, 
Dickinson has claimed the 
league championship and 
Clear Springs will also 

make the playoffs. The 
rest, as they say, is any-
one’s guess.
 Clear Brook, a 7-4 loser 
at home against Dickin-
son April 25, needs a win 
at Dickinson April 28 to 
have any chance of mak-
ing the postseason.

 The Wolverines are one 
of four teams battling for 
the final two playoff seeds. 
Once at 5-3 in league play, 
the Wolverines have gone 
2-3 down the stretch and 
now must finish the season 
against the 24-6A champi-
ons.


