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Seniors assistance available
 Houston seniors and disabled citizens may 
request to have a care package of toiletries and 
nonperishable foods delivered to their front 
door, courtesy of Gallery Furniture. 
 Mayor Sylvester Turner and Jim “Mattress 
Mack” McIngvale, along with Kroger, are ask-
ing people to drop off nonperishable items like 
soup, protein bars, cans of tuna, and new toi-
letries such as soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
toilet paper, baby wipes, and diapers at any of 
Gallery Furniture’s three locations. 
 Donations may also be dropped off at any 
area Kroger.
 Volunteers will deliver the collected items 
to housebound seniors and families with 
young children whose schools have temporar-
ily closed. 
 People who need supplies or wish to donate 
should call 713-694-5570 or drop off nonper-
ishable items at any of Gallery Furniture’s 
three locations. More information is available 
on the company’s website, www.galleryfurni-
ture.com.
 Toilet paper for seniors is still available by 
calling the Leader at 281-481-5656.

Beltway closures planned
 At least one inside lane of the northbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road will be closed from 
SH 3/Old Galveston Road to Genoa Red 
Bluff daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through to 
Tuesday, April 28. 
 There will be a total closure of the Fair-
mont Parkway exit ramp on Beltway 8 
through 10 p.m. Tuesday, June 16. 
 At least one inside lane of the southbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road at Spencer High-
way will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. through to Thursday, April 16.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Vista will be closed 
continuously through 5 a.m. Friday, April 17.
 The northbound U-turn lane on the Belt-
way 8 frontage road at SH-225 will be con-
tinuously closed through 5 a.m. Saturday, 
May 2.
 The closures are associated with the on-
going project to widen Beltway 8 from two 
to four lanes in each direction.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 The southbound entrance ramp on the 
Gulf Freeway will be closed at NASA By-
pass/NASA Road 1 until further notice. The 
southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed at FM 518 until further 
notice.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the free-
way from three to fi ve lanes in each direc-
tion and the frontage roads from two to three 
lanes in each direction.

Scholarships available
 Moore Elementary scholarships are still 
available to graduating seniors at Dobie 
High School or Dr. Kirk Lewis Career & 
Technical High School who attended Moore 
in fourth grade. 
 Applications can be accessed through the 
Dobie senior counselor’s offi ce website and 
Moore Elementary website.  
 Applications must be returned via email 
to DPitts@pasadenaisd.org by Thursday, 
April 30, to be considered. 

Flood control to complete 100-acre drainage site
 The Harris County Flood Control District 
this month will begin construction of the fi nal 

phase of the South Belt Stormwater Detention 
Basin, located near the intersection of Beamer 

Road and South Fork Boule-
vard.
 Stormwater detention ba-
sins reduce fl ooding risks and 
damages during heavy rain 
events by safely storing ex-
cess stormwater and slowly 
releasing it back to the bay-
ou when the threat of fl ooding 
has passed.
 This final phase will in-
volve excavating approx-
imately 1.1 million cubic 
yards of soil from the south-
ern and eastern basin com-
partments on the 174-acre 
basin site and also will re-
move 50,000 cubic yards of 
soil from an earlier South 
Belt excavation phase that 
was improperly placed in the 
Clear Creek floodplain near 
Dixie Farm Road.
 The Flood Control District 
bought the Dixie Farm Road 
site in 2019 so that this excess 

fi ll could be removed and the site could be in-
vestigated for additional stormwater detention.
 This South Belt project will be construct-
ed under the same $16.96 million construction 
contract as the Dagg Stormwater Detention 
Basin, HCFCD Unit A500-08-00, and both 
will be constructed at the same time.
 Previous phases of the South Belt basin 
were completed in 2018 and 2019.
 When all phases are complete, the basin 
will hold approximately 505 million gallons, 
or more than 1,550 acre-feet, of excess storm-
water.

 At least two area grocery stores have reported 
COVID-19 cases but have taken steps to ensure 
no further spread of the virus.

Pearland H-E-B
 One partner at the H-E-B store located on 
Pearland Parkway at FM 518 has tested positive 
for the coronavirus.
  According to a press release from H-E-B, the 
employee was the last person to be in the store on 
April 6.
 The facility remains open, as the store contin-
ues to enforce proper social distancing practices.
  “While the pandemic is an evolving situation 
with many unknowns, we are sure of one thing: 
We will do our part to help our fellow Texans 
in any situation our company and communities 
might face,” the press release stated.
 H-E-B continues to operate from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. daily, with curbside pickup and home deliv-
ery service available.

 For the latest company news concerning the 
grocery chain’s coronavirus efforts, visit the 
H-E-B newsroom at https://newsroom.heb.com/
heb-news/articles/h-e-b-is-ready-and-here-for-
texas.

Kroger
 According to a report on Channel 13 news, an 
employee at the Kroger located at Beltway 8 and 
Sabo has tested positive for the coronavirus.
 In response, the local grocery store reportedly 
deep cleaned the facility and remains open to the 
public.
 Rumors circulated among online social media 
groups that additional employees at the location 
had also contracted the virus, but the Leader was 
unable to substantiate these claims due to priva-
cy concerns.
 For additional information related to Kroger’s 
COVID-19 response, visit http://ir.kroger.com/
press-releases.

Grocery stores report 1st COVID cases

 A new pipeline is being installed in the South 
Belt area along the Beltway 8 feeder.
 A joint project between ExxonMobil, Plains 
All American Pipeline, Lotus Midstream, MPLX, 
Delek and Rattler Midstream, the endeavor has 
been dubbed the Wink to Webster Pipeline, as it 
travels the 650-mile stretch between both Texas 
cities. Enterprise Products Partners L.P., which is 
building the Midland to Webster segment, owns 
capacity on the pipeline, also known as M2E3.  
Plains All American is building the Wink to Mid-
land segment.
 Utilizing existing infrastructure when possible, 
the project will transport more than 1 million bar-
rels per day of crude oil and condensate via 36 
inches of steel pipe.
 The undertaking is expected to generate more 
than 3,100 construction jobs and will provide 
transport for Permian producers to market desti-

nations in Texas.
 The project will have origin points in Wink and 
Midland and deliver to multiple locations in the 
Houston market, including Webster and Baytown, 
with connectivity to Texas City and Beaumont.
 The endeavor is underpinned by a signifi cant 
volume of long-term commitments, and project 
costs will be shared proportionately among the 
partners. The project is expected to commence 
operations in early 2021.
 Initial operations are expected to begin in the 
third quarter of 2020.
 The Wink to Webster pipeline will play a crit-
ical role in supporting growing production in one 
of the world’s most prolifi c crude oil basins. 
 Priority will be placed on utilizing existing 
pipeline corridors and advanced construction 
techniques to help limit community and environ-
mental impacts.

New pipeline coming through South Belt

Pipeline going from Wink to Webster

New pipe is shown above being installed along the Beltway 8 feeder at Beamer. The 36-inch 
steel pipeline will convey crude oil 650 miles from Wink to Webster, with connections to Bay-
town, Texas City and Beaumont. The new pipeline is expected to transport more than a mil-
lion barrels of oil per day.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

 It will help reduce existing flood levels and 
allow for future stormwater infrastructure im-
provements on Beamer Ditch/Mud Gully. 
 The South Belt project is separate from, but 
complements the Clear Creek Federal Flood Risk 
Management Project, which is now in design.
 Construction equipment will access the work 
area via South Fork Boulevard and Beamer 
Road. The contractor will use heavy construc-
tion equipment,such as dump trucks, excavators 
and bulldozers to remove trees, vegetation and 
excavated soil. Motorists are urged to be alert to
 Continued on Page 8

 El Franco Lee Park will serve as a mobile 
COVID-19 testing site for prescreened residents 
who have been issued a unique identifi cation 
code. Residents without such a number will be 
turned away. Local law enforcement will be on 
site to ensure protocol.
 Harris County Public Health is utilizing its mo-
bile units to provide drive-thru COVID-19 testing 
at various locations across the Harris County pre-
cincts, with El Franco Lee Park serving as a Pre-
cinct 1 screening site initially this weekend, future 
dates and locations are to be determined.  
 Each of the two additional rotating pop-up lo-
cations will be able to perform up to 100 tests 

per day. Additionally, HCPH will increase test-
ing capacity at each of its stationary locations ef-
fective immediately. As of Wednesday, April 15, 
the county can test up to 500 residents per day 
between the two stationary sites. 
 The mobile pop-up drive-thru testing sites 
will be scheduled, in partnership with Harris 
County precincts, between several locations in 
undisclosed designated areas. Individuals will 
still complete online screening and obtain the 
authorization code by the health care provider 
in order to be tested at any of the HCPH testing 
sites. Walk-ins without the authorization code 
will be turned away. 

COVID testing at EFL, but don’t go there until . . .
Testing requires a preapproval, special code number

 Monday-Wednesday: Precinct 2 and 4 com-
munities will be served.
 Thursday-Saturday: Precinct 1and 3 commu-
nities will be served.
  The Leader has leaned that El Franco Lee 
Park, 9400 Hall Road, will serve as a testing site 
Friday, April 17, and Saturday, April 18. 
 Testing will be conducted from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. HCPH will be assisted by the Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce and Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable Chris Diaz’s offi ce.
 All individuals can access the online screen-
ing tool at readyharris.org or by visiting check
forcorona.com/harris-county. Residents without 

Internet access may call the Harris County Pub-
lic Health COVID-19 resource line at 832-927-
7575.
  Once residents complete an online assess-
ment, they will be given a code to speak to a 
health care provider. If one meets the testing cri-
teria, the health care provider will then schedule 
an appointment at the location nearest to them.
 The health department reiterates the sites will 
only accept people who have a unique identifi -
cation code through the screening process. If 
people simply show up at a site, they will not 
be tested and may run the risk of contracting 
COVID-19. 

 For the coming 2020-2021 school year, Clear 
Creek ISD will open the doors of 27 elementa-
ry schools to welcome in the Class of 2033 and 
Class of 2034, or, incoming kindergarten and 
pre-kindergarten students, respectively.
 The current social distancing guidelines in 
place do not impact the initial registration pro-
cess as the district utilizes a reliable online en-
rollment system that enables parents and guard-
ians to easily register their student. Some re-
quired supporting documents can be uploaded 
during the registration process, and other docu-
mentation will need to be delivered to the child’s 
zoned campus beginning Aug. 10, 2020.
 Online registration for pre-K and kindergarten 
will begin April 20 at www.ccisd.net/enrollment.
Virtual information session
 Clear Creek ISD will hold a virtual informa-
tion session to assist families with how to pre-
pare their student for school and what to expect 
in the fi rst years of their formal education.
 Titled The A, B, Cs of Pre-K & Kindergarten 

Success, the live virtual information session for 
parents and guardians will take place at 10 a.m. 
April 22.
 To ask questions, visit www.ccisd.net or www.
facebook.com/clearcreekisd.
 Clear Creek ISD offers free half-day and full-
day early learning programs for those who qualify, 
as well as a tuition-based pre-K program, for resi-
dents who live within CCISD boundaries. For the 
2020-2021 school year, CCISD is offering full-
day Pre-K programs for four-year-old children at 
the following 19 campuses: Armand Bayou, Bau-
erschlag, Bay, Campbell, Clear Lake City, Falcon 
Pass, Goforth, Greene, Hyde, Landolt, League 
City, McWhirter, North Pointe, Ross, Stewart, 
Ward, Weber, Wedgewood and Whitcomb ele-
mentary schools. For a complete listing of both 
half-day and full-day Pre-K campuses, visit www.
ccisd.net/PreK and select “Pre-K Locations.”

Special services
 Through the Early Childhood Intake Center,

Continued on Page 8

Registration for CCISD set

     Harris County Public Health has released a map 
breaking down confi rmed coronavirus cases by 
ZIP code.
 As of April 13, ZIP code 77089 had between 
40 and 60 confi rmed cases, while ZIP codes 77075 
and 77034 each had between 21 and 40 known cas-
es. Numbers are expected to signifi cantly increase 
as more tests become available. 
 The map covers numbers within the Houston 
city limits and throughout Harris County. This and 
other maps will be updated daily, offi cials said. 
Harris County Public Health also recently started 
sharing case reports based on city and ethnic back-

ground.
 To view the county’s latest maps, visit publi-
chealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Nov-
el-Coronavirus.
 At press time Wednesday, there was a total of 
3,907 known cases in Harris County. Of those, 
3,141 remained active, while 714 have recovered. 
In all, 52 persons have died.

Harris County Jail
 The Harris County Sheriff’s Offi ce now has 91 
employees who have tested positive the majority of 
whom work in the Harris County Jail.
 Five employees are currently hospitalized and 

there are 50 inmates in the jail who have tested 
positive. Here are the latest numbers released by 
HCSO:
 – 79 employees who work in the jail have tested 
positive.
 – 253 employees are currently quarantined.
 – 115 previously quarantined employees have 
returned to work.
 – 55 inmates who are in quarantine are awaiting 
test results.
 – 1,758 in observational quarantine after poten-
tially coming in contact with someone who tested 
positive.

County releases ZIP code map for COVID-19 locations

1 is zip code 77089
2 is zip code 77034
3 is zip code 77075

11
2233
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DeathIn My Opinion

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 A notice on the City of Houston Public Library website reads, “All Houston Public Library lo-
cations will be closed through the end of the month in an effort to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
 “The closures come in response to directives from Mayor Sylvester Turner as well as Harris 
County and federal guidelines. Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital 
services remain available 24/7 with your  MY  Link  Library  Card  at  www.houstonlibrary.org,  in-
cluding  e-books  and  e-audiobooks,  streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and 
tutoring, and databases. In our efforts to minimize the impacts of the closure, support continued 
access to library services and resources for our customers, and to help protect staff and customers 
against the spread of COVID-19, the following changes are in effect.”
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services remain available 24/7 
with a  MY  Link  Library  Card  at  www.houstonlibrary.org,  including  e-books  and  e-audio-
books,  streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Until 
further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and 
check-out. HPL has  a  robust  collection  of  free  e-books  and  audio  books. Visit the catalog to 
determine  if a previously requested hold  selection  may  be  in  a  digital  format. Instructions  on  
downloading the e-book or audio book are also on the site.
 All due dates for existing borrowed materials will be extended through the closure period. Until  
further  notice,  no  new  late  fees  and  fi nes  will  be  assessed  during  the  closure  period, retro-
active to March 14, 2020.
 Visit the City of Houston’s Emergency Operations Center website at https://houstonemer
gency.org/covid19 or call 832-393-4220 for more meant to slow the spread o 
COVID-19 and reduce the number of people infected. For details, visit: www.houston
library.org.

Parker Williams Library 
 The notice on the Parker Williams Library website reads, 
 “In accordance with Harris County’s Stay at Home, Work Safe Order, all branches will be 
closed and at-library services, including curbside pick up, will be suspended through April 30. 
Library buildings will not be accessible for public use. No late fees will be assessed during the 
closure. If you have books or other items checked out, please hold on to them. There is no need to 
return them at this time. Book drops will be locked for security reasons. Follow @harriscounty
pl on Facebook or Twitter for updated information.
 The library will continue to offer the library services: 
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net  
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube 
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books 
 – Download e-Books, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive 
 – Stream classic fi lms, indie cinema, and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy 
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive 
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks 
 – Ask us a question by phone or email 
 – Get book recommendations 
 – Register for a library card online.”
 Frequently Asked Questions (and answers) during Parker William library closure
 “Question: I had holds ready for pickup when the library closed. Will I lose my place in the 
queue and have to place another hold?
 Answer: No. Holds will be at the branch when it reopens to the public. In addition, new 
holds can be placed online during the closure and they will be processed when libraries reopen.
 Question: I have books due. What should I do?
 Answer: Stay safe. Hold onto all items until libraries reopen. No late fees will be assessed 
during the time libraries are not open to the public. All due dates have been extended to May 1. 
Book drops will be locked. Do not try to return items to the library. Do not leave items outside 
the library. 
 Question: I don’t have an HCPL Library Card but would like to download e-Books and 
stream movies. Can I get one?
 Answer: Yes. Apply for an HCPL iKnow Digital Access Card on the website, then visit the 
Digital Media page, to learn how to start reading and streaming. The checkout period is 14 days 
with up two renewals. See Borrowing FAQ on the website for complete details.
 Question: Can I place an Interlibrary Loan request during the time that the library is closed? 
 Answer: The Interlibrary Loan service has been suspended. We cannot take ILL requests 
until libraries reopen. 
 Question: I have an Interlibrary Loan book that is due. What should I do? 
 Answer: Hold on to ILL items until libraries reopen. No late fees will be assessed. Book 
drops are locked for security reasons. Do not leave any items outside the library.
 Question: I have books I want to donate. Can I drop them off at the library? 
 Answer: Do not bring book donations to branch libraries. Hold onto them until the library 
resumes full services.”
 For more information, visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice
New Covenant 

Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk 

281-484-4230
Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday Wednesday

Bill & Cheryl Hines

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Elected offi cials share their words

Price appreciates  
community support
Dear Valued Community Partner,
 On behalf of the Memorial Hermann 
Southeast and Pearland Hospitals, I 
want to sincerely thank you for your 
support and engagement as we contin-
ue to serve our community in the fi ght 
against COVID-19. Over the past couple 
of weeks, we have navigated an unimag-
inable situation that has altered not only 
our personal and professional lives, but 
has impacted our community, nation and 
the world.
 Each day I have been inspired by the 
heartfelt support and strength you have 
exemplifi ed not only for our community 
but also for our employees and physician 
partners, who are working hard around 
the clock protecting our community from 
COVID-19 while also taking care of their 
families at home.
 Memorial Hermann is prepared to fi ght 
the spread of the novel coronavirus and 
continue serving the Greater Houston 
area when it needs us most. The wellbe-
ing of our workforce, patients and com-
munity remains our fi rst priority. We are 
actively partnering with city and county 
offi cials, as well as other medical insti-
tutions in the Greater Houston area, to 
coordinate efforts and ensure our com-
munity stays safe and healthy.
 We are not yet at the end of this jour-
ney, but I know that together as a com-
munity we can get through anything. We 
are truly grateful for wonderful communi-
ty partners like you, who are helping us 
achieve our mission during this extraordi-
nary time.

Sincerely,
Kyle Price 

Senior VP & Chief Executive Offi cer 
Memorial Hermann Southeast &

 Pearland Hospitals

Sims Bayou drainage 
history shared
 Fifteen years (2005) ago we started 
the process of trying to reduce fl ooding 
by Berry Bayou, part of the Sims Bayou 
water shed, in the Edgebrook corridor. 
We have accomplished much, which was 
very benefi cial during Hurricane Harvey. 
We are now on the fi nal Phase 4 of ditch 
C-106-03. 
 Harris County Flood Control District 
has begun the fi nal Phase 4  as of April 
and should be completed by the Fall of 
2021.This long-running project is replac-
ing the existing earthen ditch with a con-
crete-lined channel. Phase 4 is approx-
imately 4,800 linear feet from Shawnee 
Street to Interstate Highway 45 south of 
Edgebrook Drive near Aves Street. On 
January 7, 2020, Harris County Commis-
sioners Court awarded a $6.48 million 

construction contract to L.N. McKean Inc. 
 This is the fourth and fi nal phase of a 
project that began in the 1970s and in-
volved the entire C106-03-00 channel, 
from its confl uence with Berry Bayou 
(C106-00-00) north of the city of South 
Houston, to IH-45. Also completed is 
Berry Bayou from Gilpin street through 
South Houston to Sims Bayou which 
has been concrete lined along with Ditch 
C-106-08 along side Hwy 3. Construction 
of the South Richey Stormwater Deten-
tion Basin at South Richey Street, com-
pleted in 2016, a second detention center 
is located at So. Shaver at Hwy 3 is also 
completed. A third is in the design stage 
for the southwest corner of So. Shaver at 
Hwy 3 behind the Exxon station. Storm-
water detention basins take in and hold 
excess stormwater during heavy rain 
events, releasing it slowly after the rain 
stops. 
 This reduces fl ooding risks and dam-
ages for nearby residents and business-
es. Yes, we now have less opportunity to 
fl ood and with this FEMA has rezoned 
some areas from AE to X. This meant 
that fl ood insurance dropped from about 
$1,400.00 a year to about $450.00. Look 
at the money in the pocket for those car-
rying fl ood insurance. What a success 
this has been.
 This entire fl ood work was a big group 
effort by HCFCD, the 3 commissioners of 
Precinct 2, cities of Houston, South Hous-
ton, TxDOT and the strong support of the 
many people who experienced fl ooding 
for so many years and times. Nine (9) 
group meetings, home owners receiving 
updates and voicing their concerns, by 
HCFCD over these 15 years were held at 
a local church to bring all together to urge 
this fl ood plain to its completion. 
 Considering today’s money issues for 
fl ooding this can be called a major suc-
cess story.  
 James E. (Jim) Muecke,

 Project Coordinator

Congress reauthorizes 
Older Americans Act
 It’s been awhile since the South 
Belt-Ellington Leader has heard from 
me, John Harris of the Houston chapter 
of the Alzheimer’s Association. The past 
months have had you receive any LTE’s 
from Mr. Scott Finley in Dallas. Thank-
fully, that arrangement is no more. I will 
once again be taking care of my own 
media contacts/LTE’s out of the Hous-
ton offi ce. I hated giving up those rela-
tionships I had built up with my Houston 
media contacts. The South Belt-Elling-
ton Leader News had been great to the 
Houston Chapter of the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation over the years but since I had 
to relinquish my “LTE” powers, I’m not 
sure where we stand anymore.
 I hope that you can take a look at the 

 Sen. Bettencourt reacted to the law-
suit fi led by the ACLU, et al, in a Travis 
County court challenging Gov. Abbott’s 
order which is meant to prevent the re-
lease of inmates accused or convicted of 
“a crime that involves physical violence of 
the threat of physical violence.”
 In Harris County, County Judge Lina 
Hidalgo (D) issued an order, post Gov. 
Abbott’s, to begin the release of inmates 
from the Harris County Jail during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, the Chief 
Administrative Judge of Harris Coun-
ty State District and felony courts, Herb 
Ritchie (D) stepped in to void Hidalgo’s 
order.
  “There has been broad bipartisan out-
rage regarding County Judge Hidalgo’s 
overreaching order throughout Harris 
County,” said Sen. Bettencourt.  “We do 
not need to release burglars, thieves, 
forgers, fraudsters, or worse, on to the 
streets of Harris County while citizens 
are watching their homes, businesses, 
purses, and wallets in the middle of a 
COVID-19 pandemic. It’s a ‘crime-bomb’!”
 Representing two million plus resi-
dents, Sen. Bettencourt, joined with 8 
Harris County State Representatives 
(Representatives Harless, Huberty, Cain, 
Paul, Oliverson, Bohac, Murphy, and 

Swanson) fi led an Amicus Brief in Fed-
eral Judge Lee Rosenthal’s Court in the 
case of Russell vs. Harris County to “ob-
ject to the wholesale release of individu-
als accused of felony offenses from the 
Harris County Jail.”
  This tweet shows broad bipartisan 
opposition to Hidalgo’s order and the re-
lease of those charged with felonies on 
Personal Recognizance (PR) bonds as 
low as one dollar. This includes Houston 
Police Chief Art Acevedo, District Attor-
ney Ogg (D), Harris County Constables 
Mark Herman (R) and May Walker (D), 
and many other law enforcement offi cials 
at a press conference on Tuesday. (See 
the Texan: https://bit.ly/2JMzzLE)
 Representative Briscoe Cain, a found-
ing member of the House Criminal Jus-
tice Caucus who joined on the Amicus 
Brief added, “While I believe there are as-
pects of the bail system that need reform, 
we must be absolutely sure that we’re not 
releasing inmates with violent criminal 
histories into our communities.  They are 
treating these criminals like essential em-
ployees – free to roam about while hard 
working taxpayers are required to stay 
home.” Sen. Bettencourt, et al, will con-
tinue to follow this issue.  
 Senator Paul Bettencourt

A statement by Senator Paul Bettencourt

 As a lifelong resident of Harris Coun-
ty and your District Attorney, I know that 
public safety requires a partnership 
among fi rst responders, government 
agencies and all the people they serve. 
When neighbors look out for neigh-
bors, when they lend a helping hand to 
each other, our community is safer and 
stronger in many ways.
 Many people feel the urge to help 
needy neighbors during the coronavi-
rus pandemic but are restricted by local 
government’s justifi able orders to limit 
activities outside their homes to just the 
essentials.
 But we can and should keep our 
community strong by patronizing local-
ly-owned businesses during this unusu-
al time:
 We can order take-out from a fami-
ly-owned restaurant — and tip gener-
ously for the preparation of the food if 
we can afford to.
 While many people are mostly stay-
ing home, they can get routine auto 
maintenance done by locally-owned 
auto shops. The shops are allowed to 
stay open because they are classifi ed 
as essential services.
 We can shop at locally-owned, or 
Texas-owned, supermarkets, and hard-
ware stores.
 Don’t get me wrong — I realize that 
national and international chain restau-
rants and stores employ a huge num-

ber of workers in Harris County. I urge 
employers of every kind to support their 
active and inactive workers. 
 But the larger the chain, the more 
likely an employer will be able to fi nd 
the fi nancial resources to keep their 
businesses afl oat.
 In contrast, local “mom-and-pop” 
stores and other independently owned 
service sector businesses usually lack 
a fi nancial fall-back plan. That’s why 
I urge you to give them much of your 
business.
We can contribute money to www.fun
dandfeed.org, a local effort to support 
our elderly neighbors as well as Hous-
ton-area restaurant and healthcare 
workers.
 We can contribute money to the 
Greater Houston COVID-19 Recovery 
Fund at Houston at greaterhoustonre
covery.org. It’s a partnership of United 
Way and the Greater Houston Commu-
nity Fund.
 Anyone in need of social services as 
a result of the coronavirus crisis should 
call 2-1-1 to reach 2-1-1Texas, a pro-
gram of the Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission, which is com-
mitted to connecting Texans to the ser-
vices they need.
 Thank you for keeping our communi-
ty strong in so many ways as you “buy 
local.” Sincerely,
 DA Kim Ogg

Kim Ogg: Keeping Harris County strong

 William Bradford Bal-
lard, 38, loving husband, 
father and brother, passed 
away peacefully March 27, 
2020. William (Brad) was 
born in Corsicana Jan. 27, 
1982, to Ronald William 
and Barbara Lynn Ballard. 
He was a former longtime 
resident of the Sagemeadow 
subdivision.
 He graduated from J. 
Frank Dobie High School 
in 2001. After high school, 
William worked as a sales 
associate at Walmart and 
attended Massage Therapy 
School.
 He became engaged to 
Melissa Hernandez Jan. 19, 
2007, proposing to her on a 
carriage ride in downtown 
Houston. 
 After asking and receiv-
ing permission from his 
grandparents to be married 
on their 50th wedding an-
niversary, William married 
Melissa on that date, which 
was June 22.  He felt it was 
a way to honor them. 
 William enlisted in the 
U.S. Air Force in 2007 and 
was stationed in North Car-
olina and Arizona and over-
seas in Afghanistan, South 
Korea and England. 
 He was TDY in Japan 
and Alaska during his 13-
year career. At the time of 
his death he was a staff ser-
geant working as an electri-
cal and environmental sys-
tems maintainer. 
 William loved the mil-
itary because it gave him 
the opportunity to provide 
a better life for himself and 
his family and was able to 
travel the world with his 
wife and son. 
 William was a diehard 
Dallas Cowboys fan. One 
of his favorite players was 
Ezekiel Elliot. William 
wouldn’t let anybody talk 
badly about his Cowboys. 
 He would argue for his 
“Boys.” William’s other 
love were the Fast and Fu-
rious movies.  He also had a 

William 
Bradford Ballard

passion for cooking. 
 Some of his favorite 
dishes to cook were spa-
ghetti, enchilada casserole 
and mac and cheese. He also 
loved grilling a good steak. 
 William’s son Matthew 
was his pride and joy. His 
greatest pastime was spend-
ing time with him horsing 
around, wrestling, watch-
ing football and working on 
cars together. 
 If there were one word to 
describe William, it would 
be family. He was all about 
family. William would make 
weekly phone calls to vari-
ous family members to see 
how they were doing. It 
didn’t matter if he was over-
seas, distance didn’t keep 
him from being close to 
them. 
 He is survived by his 
wife of Pasadena; son Mat-
thew Ballard; sister Tina 

Ballard of Katy; grand-
mother Juanita Ballard of 
Houston; father-in-law and 
mother-in-law Joe and Pearl 
Hernandez of Pasadena; 
sister-in-law Pauline Es-
meralda Howie of Seattle;  
and numerous family and 
friends.
 William was preced-
ed in death by his father 
and mother; brother Joshua 
Miller; grandfather Charles 
Ballard; and grandmother 
Annette Miller.
 Private services will be 
held at Brookside Funeral 
Home April 13, 2020. Pall-
bearers include Matt Brad-
ley, Greg Masone, Daniel 
Miller, Ryan Miller, Joshua 
Box and Ben Maldonado. 
 Honorary pallbearers are 
Joe Hernandez and Randy 
Ballard. 
 A Celebration of Life 
will be held at a later date. 

Leader checks out social media
By Natalie Abarca

 A member of Southbelt 
This & That (Offi cial) Face-
book group shared a post 
of a surveillance video of a 
home that was getting their 
yard serviced when suspects 
riding in an older model 
Chevy Blazer stopped and 
stole equipment off the trail-
er. This incident happened 

on April 8 during the day.
 On the same Facebook 
group a member posted 
that Texaco at Beamer and 
Hughes will pump gas for 
anyone. One need only pull 
up and honk the horn and 
an employee will come out 
and pump gas. The member 
states that there is no extra 
charge for the service.

 Also on the same Face-
book group, a member want-
ed to make the community 
aware of a Hispanic male 
knocking on doors of resi-
dences. The member states 
that the suspicious male 
went to one elderly neigh-
bor’s house asking if he 
could check their water qual-
ity.

attached LTE from my Ambassador Ms. 
Dayo Adeyemo and consider publishing 
it in the near future. I certainly realize ev-
erything is COVID-19 related these days 
but if you have the space and can fi t it in 
that would be great. Thank you for your 
time and I look forward to working with 
the South Belt-Ellington Leader again 
going forward.
 Stay safe out there! John

 There are more than 5 million Amer-
icans living with Alzheimer’s, including 
400,000 here in Texas. Recently, Con-
gress passed the Reauthorization of the 
Older Americans Act, including key ele-
ments of the Younger-Onset Alzheimer’s 
Disease Act of 2019 (H.R. 1903/S. 901), 
critical legislation that will improve the 
health outcomes of people living with 
dementia. 
 I am a proud Alzheimer’s Ambassa-
dor advocate and Alzheimer’s Commu-
nity educator and do witness the impact 
of policies in the lives of community 
members as they share their stories. I 
want to thank Congressman Pete Olson 
for supporting the House passage of the 

Younger-Onset Alzheimer’s Disease Act 
of 2019, through the Reauthorization 
of the Older Americans Act. This criti-
cal vote will allow individuals living with 
Younger-Onset Alzheimer’s Disease to 
access supports and services from pro-
grams under the Older Americans Act 
(OAA). Those programs include nutri-
tional services, supportive services, the 
National Family Caregiver Support, and 
other services that enhance the quality 
of life. 
 Please join me in thanking Congress-
man Pete Olson for supporting this leg-
islation. I also want to thank the Con-
gressman for his leadership during this 
unprecedented public health crisis fac-
ing us today. 
 If you would like to be part of our next 
big legislative win, visit alzimpact.org/vol
unteer to join the fi ght. 

Oluwadayo Adeyemo
 Alzheimer’s Association Ambassa-
dor to the Offi ce of Congressman Pete 
Olson (TX-22); Home Address: Rosen-
berg, Texas; Email: dayoogundeji@ya
hoo.com.  Phone #: +1 832 285 7810.

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all your printing needs.
• Business Forms • Business Cards • Custom Letterheads & Envelopes 

• Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes • Menus 
• Directories and much more!

11555 Beamer            281-484-4337

 Leader 
obituary policy

Obituaries submitted to the Leader 
are published free of charge. There must 

be a South Belt 
connection. 

Obituaries are edited 
to conform to the Leader style.
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/15/20.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS FOR 
DETAIL & HANDWASH SERVICES
www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Mechanic  
On Duty

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

BBB Accredited Business

11101 Resource Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
South Belt • 281-484-6888

12933 Gulf Freeway
www.lashaciendasgrill.com

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Open for To-Go 
Orders Only!

Margaritas available with food orders!
Curbside pickup available.

DIXIE DELI 

To-Go Orders Only!   (Temporarily)

281-484-3083
364A FM 1959 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK 

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Texan Bank 
Texan Bank CARESCARES

N
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake

Sugar Land • River Oaks

WWW . T E X A N B A N K . C O M
(

SBA APPROVED

PAYCHECK PROTECTION
PROGRAM

LENDER

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

Dobie head tennis coach Manuel Moreno Jr. has confi rmed that No. 1 boys’ singles 
player Sebastian Delgado has decided to continue his education at Lamar Univer-
sity in Beaumont. Though he is not expected to play competitive tennis for the Car-
dinals, Delgado is hopeful of joining a club tennis program while there. Delgado 
helped guide the Longhorns’ fall team tennis program to second place in the 22-6A 
standings and an eventual berth in the area playoff round in highlighting his senior 
season.  

Delgado picks Lamar UniversityCampa bags JFD’s Athlete of the Year 
 No one wants to confront 
the idea that the 2019-2020 
spring sports season will not 
continue. That decision is not 
likely to come until May 4 or 
thereafter. Whether or not the 
action continues, there’s little 
doubt that it has been a sports 
school year for the memory 
books at Dobie.
 But with apologies to any-
one in the spring sports are-
na who did not get a chance 

to fi nish his or her season, it 
must be said that Longhorn 
junior Alberto Campa already 
had dibs on the South Belt-El-
lington Leader’s Athlete of 
the Year honor for this school 
year.
 The standout junior all 
but secured the honor back 
in back in October, becoming 
the fi rst Dobie cross-country 
runner to qualify for the state 
meet in more than 20 years.

 As far as individual can-
didates, there weren’t real-
ly many big challengers to 
Campa. Longhorn sophomore 
quarterback Cameron Gray 
was terrifi c in helping his 
team to a 20-year best  nine 
team wins while taking the 
District 22-6A Newcomer 
of the Year Award, and there 
were key players on Dobie’s 
District 22-6A championship 
boys’ soccer team, but Campa 
was the best of the best.
 To say he came out of no-
where might be a bit of a 
stretch, then again perhaps 
not. Campa indeed performed 
well as a sophomore, but 
nothing like he did in 2019.
 Stringing together a fl urry 
of top-fi ve fi nishes seemingly 
all season, Campa entered the 
“postseason,” that is the 22-
6A with  still more to prove, 
and he did just that.
 A time of 16 minutes, 
20.25 seconds earned Campa 
third place at the District 22-
6A championships in Hum-
ble, and he was off to the 
Region III Championships in 
Huntsville.
 At regionals, Campa went 
16:23.40 over a three-mile 
course, taking 14th and bank-
ing a trip to the state champi-
onships. He was 91st at state 
as part of a prestigious fi eld, 
and fi gures to enter 2020 as 
one of the Houston area’s top 
returnees.
 Campa told the Leader in 
October that he turned the
 Continued on Page 5

 The Rising Stars Track 
Club, South Belt’s longstand-
ing youth organization, is yet 
another that has had its activi-
ties placed on hold. The team 
had held a couple of weeks 
of practice at Dobie High 
School before things were 
brought to a halt.
 And because the regular 
season doesn’t typically ramp 

up until the public school 
season for high schoolers is 
complete, thus far the 2020 
Amateur Athletic Union’s 
track and field season has 
been the one that wasn’t. 
 Bearing in mind that, like 
all sports activities, there 
have been no workouts for 
weeks, there is a distinct pos-
sibility of a complete stop-
page for 2020. Yet for now, 
AAU officials hold out hope.
 From a statement: 
 “Like all of you, the AAU 
continues to monitor the de-
velopment of COVID-19 
(coronavirus) across the 
country and around the 
world.
 “These are unprecedent-
ed times as we navigate the 
global pandemic and put our 
efforts toward helping to slow 

Rising Stars track another placed in waiting game
the spread of the disease.
 “Seemingly overnight, 
terms such as ‘flatten the 
curve’ and ‘social distanc-
ing’ have become part of 
our national language and 
part of our daily life. While 
people have had to adjust to 
this new normal, businesses 
have had to adapt as well. 
The AAU has been no ex-
ception.
 “Sports For All, Forever 
has been the AAU’s focus and 
drive for the past 130 years and 
counting. And, while events 
are the AAU’s business, the 
health and well-being of AAU 
participants are at the forefront 
of our mind during this time.
 “Therefore, we will con-
tinue to follow the guidelines 
set out by public health of-
ficials and extend the tem-

porary suspension of AAU 
event programming through 
April 30. We recognize the 
undue hardship suspending 
AAU licensed events has had 
on many of you.
 “While it is our fervent 
hope to resume events in the 
near future, we feel strong-
ly extending the temporary 
suspension of AAU licensed 
events is the right thing to 
do at this time. We will share 
updates with you as new in-
formation becomes available. 
Stay safe, be well, and re-
member We Are AAU.”
 So for the Rising Stars and 
the rest of the AAU commu-
nity, there is more wait and 
see.  The way things have tak-
en shape, next month will be 
a big one for decision makers 
nationwide.

JFD boys’ soccer dynasty Team of the Year
 The Dobie High School 
football team had a season 
to remember in 2019, win-
ning nine regular season 
games as a varsity program 
for the fi rst time in program 
history.
 At this point, there is 
no doubt that head coach 
Kevin Berneathy has Dobie 
football back on the prover-
bial map. The varsity team 

even made its way into the 
Houston area rankings for the 
fi rst time in 15 seasons.
 So the football program 
certainly turned some heads 
in 2019, but the South Belt-El-
lington Leader’s pick for 
Team of the Year from Dobie 
is the varsity boys’ soccer pro-
gram, which may now be re-
ferred to as “the dynasty.”
 Even if one chooses to 

cast aside the fi ve consecu-
tive district titles prior to this 
season, the 2020 campaign 
will go down as one of the 
fi nest in the storied history 
of head coach Justo Man-
rique-led programs.
 The Longhorns have 
dropped just one match 
during the season, as Aldine 
MacArthur, previously led by 
Manrique until 2013, scored 

a 2-1 win over the locals 
Jan. 15 in a nondistrict 
matchup.
 From there, Dobie reeled 
off a 13-0-1 record in 22-
6A play, securing a sixth 
consecutive league title 
with still two matches to 
play when the coronavirus 
pandemic halted play.
 At 14-0-4 overall, this 
 Continued on Page 5

Lady Wolverines’ Newsome Athlete of the Year
 There were plenty of 
worthy candidates for the 
South Belt-Ellington Lead-
er’s Athlete of the Year from 
Clear Brook High School, 
yet only one clear choice.
 Ian Sandoz ended his ter-
rifi c career as a club wres-
tler with the Wolverines by 
leading his boys’ team to 
the district title and making 
a regional appearance him-
self.
 Fellow senior Gabby 
Smith put together a great 
post-season run, eventually 
advancing to the state diving 
championships in Austin.
 Brandon Andrews was 
named the Co-Offensive 
Player of the Year after 
guiding the Wolverines’ var-
sity boys’ basketball team 
to second place in District 
24-6A and an eventual ap-
pearance in the area playoff 
round.
 Allison Lee, another club 
sport star at Brook, had the 
Lady Wolverines’ bowling 
team headed to state before 
the suspension of all action 
in March ended the season.
 Terrifi c performances for 
all those athletes and then 
some, yet the choice for top 
honors in 2019-2020 goes to 

senior volleyball player Kai-
lin Newsome, who delivered 

one of the fi nest individual 
seasons in program history 

while leading the Lady Wol-
verines to an all-time fi rst.

 While becoming the all-
time kills leader for both a 
single season and career, 
Newsome led Clear Brook 
to the program’s fi rst-ev-
er district championship as 
the team won 24-6A and 
advanced all the way to the 
regional quarterfi nals before 
a loss.
 For her effort, Newsome 
was of course named the 
Most Valuable Player in 24-
6A and went on to be named 
a fi rst team all-stater by the 
Texas Girls Coaches Associ-
ation.
 Newsome had more than 
700 kills for her senior sea-
son and better than 2,000 for 
her brilliant career.
 Also a gifted player on 
the sand, Newsome will 
continue her education and 
playing career at Southeast-
ern Louisiana University, 
where she plans to play both 
indoor and beach volleyball 
for the Lions.
 Newsome’s older sister, 
Jailin, was also a tremen-
dous player at Brook and is 
also playing collegiately. 
 Kailin defi nitely left the 
Newsome named profound-
ly etched in Clear Brook 
volleyball history.

Kailin Newsome is the South Belt-Ellington Leader’s Athlete of the Year from 
Clear Brook High School after setting the program’s all-time marks for both 
single-season and career kills, and also leading the Lady Wolverines’ varsity 
volleyball team to a first-ever district championship.  

Brook volleyball earns Team of the Year honor
 Clear Brook varsity vol-
leyball head coach Meredith 
Thompson knew the talent 
was there, but simple talent is 
often not enough.
 She also understood the 
depth of skill in the upper 
tiers of District 24-6A, which 
seemingly becomes an every 
night battle of wills in order to 
score a win.
 So heading into the 2019 
season, the Lady Wolverines 
certainly had high hopes, but 
would they be fulfi lled? The 
answer was an affi rmative 
yes.
 Thompson, a Clear Creek 
ISD lifer fi rst as a multi-sport 
standout at Clear Creek High 
School and now the longtime 

leader of Brook’s very suc-
cessful volleyball program, 
previously led one other Lady 
Wolverines’ team to the re-
gional quarterfi nal playoff 
round.
 That was fun back then in-
deed, but let it be known that 
the 2019-2020 squad land-
ed the South Belt-Ellington 
Leader’s Team of the Year 
accolades from Clear Brook 
by taking the program to new 
heights. Kailin Newsome 
wound up her stellar career 
with 732 kills as a senior, a 
school single-season record. 
 She also had more than 
2,000 career kills, which is a 
new school record as well. 
 The District 24-6A Most 
Valuable Player and all-state 
selection also had 79 aces to 
go with more than 500 digs.
 Jaylin Aguirre, the Co-De-
fensive Player of the Year in 
the league, had 573 digs to her 
credit, and setters Kyla Carri-
er (760 assists) and Kayleigh 
Schultz (697 kills) were fi rst-
team all-district picks, as was 
middle blocker Bella Lock-
wood (442 kills).
 Thompson, understand-
ably, was the 24-6A Coach 
of the Year as her team went 
28-10 overall with that 24-6A 
championship record of 11-1.
 The school’s varsity boys’ 
basketball team drew some in-
terest as Team of the Year can-
didate, as did the Brook girls’ 
club bowling team that was 
headed to state at the time of 
the shutdown. But this school 
year belonged to the volleyball 
program following one of the 
fi nest seasons in school his-
tory. Now, Thompson and the 
Lady Wolverines will reload, 
particularly up front, heading 
into the 2020-2021 campaign, 
but what a last stand it was for 
Newsome, Lockwood, Aguirre 
and others.

Clear Brook varsity volleyball’s Meredith Thompson was 
the Coach of the Year in District 24-6A after guiding her 
team to its first-ever league championship. The Lady Wol-
verines are also the South Belt-Ellington Leader’s Team of 
the Year from Clear Brook.  

Camryn Dickson, one of several Rising Stars Track Club 
athletes to medal at Amateur Athletic Union nationals in 
recent years, was looking forward to a return this summer 
but may miss out on that chance.
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COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 
4-16

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Beseler 23C 
Photographic Enlarger 
with the following acces-
sories including roll-
around cart. 1 - electric 
light timer, 4 - small vac-
uum hooks, 7 - large vac-
uum hooks, 1 - thermom-
eter in black tube, 1 - “C” 
paper grabber, 10 - paper 
clamps, 1 - glass pane 8” 
X 11”, 1 - black marking-
pen and 1 - plastic fun-
nel. Inside black plastic 

box: 8.5” X 11” paper 
storage, 1 - yellow elec-
tric bulb (safelight), 1 - 
lens cover, 4 - various 
size paper holders, 2 - 
Beseler negative carriers 
35mm and 23C. $150. 
Please call 281-485-
5114. 4-16

SERVICES
PRESSURE WASHING. 
All your exterior cleaning 
needs. Free estimates. 
Call 832-425-9404. 4-16
RVM PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Painting 
interior/exterior, wood 
fences, pressure wash-
ing, clean gutters and 
wash windows. Com-
mercial/Residential. Free 
Estimates. 832-406-0183 
www.rvmpainting.com   
 4-16
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✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯   
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LAWN & GARDEN

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Southeast VFD needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS 
Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving 
record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 
7PM at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very 
limited training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon 
acceptance. If you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, 
Forest Service, Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You 
can visit our website:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an 
application package and see some of the activities that we participate in year-
ly.  Please come to one of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and 
join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and 
needed part of our growing community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  
Your community needs you!  

VOLUNTEERS 
SOUGHT

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.

281-481-5656

CALENDAR
487-8787, or drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a 
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, 
Easter and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. 
For details, call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step 
Program, Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life 
Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for 
details or to RSVP for child care.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, APRIL 20
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 - 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East 
P Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. 
Call 409-454-5720 for additional information, or drop 
in.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship 
Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through 
Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 
for details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, 
call 713-686-6300.

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! 
Meeting is Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., at the website, 
https://youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com/.Young 
Professionals SE Toastmasters Club is committed to 
its member’s safety during this National Emergency 
and will conduct virtual meetings every Monday 
(except holidays), effective 3/16/2020, to ensure its 

NA, open meeting, 7 p.m., 22930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For additional information, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or 
drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, 
call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For additional information, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 
281-286-2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential 
domestic violence/sexual abuse support group for 
women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org for infor-
mation.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

THURSDAY, APRIL 23
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or 
drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, 
call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). 
For additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com.

members continue their journey to becoming confi -
dent communicators and leaders. To be a guest at the 
virtual meeting, select the “contact us” button on our 
home page menu (www.youngprofessionalstoastmas
ters.com) to obtain access to our virtual meeting plat-
form. For information, call Karen Nunn at 832-722-
9061 or Carolyn Carmichael at 832-372-3565.

7 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #0683 
Friendswood chapter meets at the Friendswood 
Methodist Church, 110 N Friendswood Dr. in the edu-
cational building, room 201. For information, call 
Lynette Ringrose 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau 
713-875-8820.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – gives coping 
skills in a non-threatening environment to adults who 
have lost a loved one to suicide. For additional informa-
tion, email LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or visit www.crisi
shotline.org or call 832-416-1177.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

7:30 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Danc-
ing Mondays has been canceled until fall. For addi-
tional information, send an email to  csh@shaarhasha
lom.org.

7:30 p.m
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 p.m. in the 
Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Road, For additional 
information, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or Rita at 
281-309-2801.

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday,First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 
281-487-8787 or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group meets at noon weekdays at 3525 Broadway in 
Pearland. For additional information, call 713-686-
6300.

Noon
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 

Due to current circumstances, it is advisable to 
verify if meetings are still being held prior to 
attending. Most regularly scheduled meetings 
have been canceled through the month of April.

THURSDAY, APRIL 16
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or 
drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). 
For additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com.

FRIDAY, APRIL 17
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or 
drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). 
For additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drinkers/
addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are 
not alone, and discover choices available. For details, 
call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – “Breakfast with Bill,” 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or 
drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-
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Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 
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Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?
Let us help you!

Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader’s weekly 

HELP WANTED section!
11555 Beamer            281-481-5656

  • STAY HOME
  • WASH YOUR
    HANDS and 
  • PRACTICE 
    SOCIAL 
    DISTANCING

REMEMBER

“Stay safe and well!” 
 –South Belt Leader staff

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯
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The Dobie High School student athletic trainers for the 2019-2020 
school year included, left to right, (fi rst row) Jada Hubley, Alexandria 
Ayala, Alexia Castillo, Ilse Martinez, Liana Cruz, Natalia Garza, Bri-
ana Torres, Izmael Valenzuela, Ivanna Cotto, Danielle Wood, (second 
row) Maria Martinez, Neyna Portis, Brissa Torres, Jessica Tan, Gloria 
Imaculate, Hailey Hernandez, Sophia Perez, Jacqui Sauceda, Neveah 

Dobie student trainers lend helping hands in 2019-2020

Coleman, (third row) Sirena Rodriguez, Zach Glover, Alayla O’Neal, 
Cassandra Paz, Laila Henry, Jennefer Gonzalez, Aleyda Benavides, 
Destiny Thurmond, Andronay Lee, Alexis Austin, (fourth row) Yesenia 
Morales, Maria Rueda, Lori Mahan, Jalen Young, Jesse Lopez, Joshua 
Hernandez, Jazlyn Brown, Joseph Hernandez and Jaden Redon.
 Photo by Gary Williams

To honor National Athletic Training Month in March, the city of Pas-
adena presented a proclamation recognizing both the month and the 
hard work and dedication provided by athletic trainers nationwide, 
including those from the Pasadena ISD ranks. Those there for the event 
at the Pasadena ISD athletics hall of fame at Phillips Field House in-

Pasadena ISD receives city proclamation

cluded, left to right, (front row) Alexis Padilla, Tish Eubanks, Javet 
Forges, Maria Rueda, (back row) Rupert Jaso, PISD director of athlet-
ics; Jesse Lopez; Chad Barrett; Jeremy Jackson; Rex Lindberg, city of 
Pasadena director of communications; Hanna Godwin; Jessica Pfann-
stiel; and Kathryn Vollmer. 

San Jacinto College’s baseball team will reload for 2021 
after 15 players to this point have either signed at four-
year universities or decided to replay their sophomore 
season elsewhere. Six of those signees include, left to 
right, Adam Houghtaling, Colorado College of the Mines; 

SJC baseball’s Winget picks Salt Lake CC

While they collectively hope the 2019-2020 spring 
athletic season is not yet complete, J. Frank Dobie 
High School athletic trainers are left to refl ect on 
what another successful run the 2019-2020 school 

JFD athletic trainers fulfi ll needs in 2019-2020

year has been. The Longhorns’ trainers shown above 
are, left to right, Maria Rueda, main campus; Lori 
Mahan, Dobie9; and Jesse Lopez, main campus. 

Photo by Gary Williams

Continued from Page 3
proverbial corner last summer 
after fully dedicating himself 

Campa bags JFD’s athlete of the year award 
to the sport, leaving behind 
others. Summer training run re-
sults showed Campa he could 

compete with the best of the 
best, and he believed it. Campa 
and a teammate placed fi rst in 

a pairs event in the Longhorns’ 
season opener, and he was off 
and running, literally.

Dobie junior Alberto Campa became the fi rst boys’ 
cross-country runner to reach the state meet in decades 
as the Longhorn star was third at district and 14th at 

regionals to advance. For his efforts, Campa is the South 
Belt-Ellington Leader’s Athlete of the Year from Dobie.  
 

Continued from Page 3
team will wind up with the 
fewest losses in program his-
tory, if indeed the postseason 
is not held.
 The 2017 Dobie squad 
won the program’s fi rst-ever 
regional title and went on to 
compete in the state semis. 
 Manrique will also tell 
those who will listen that the 
2019 team had the talent to 

JFD boys’ soccer dynasty is team of the year 

reach that level before losing 
a sudden death shootout in 
the area round.
 If it is to be that this 2020 
team doesn’t get a chance to 
continue, the questions will 
always be there. 
 The seniors, especially, 
will have had their prep ca-
reers cut short.
 Those seniors include 
Oscar Beltran, Eli Donaho, 

Dobie head tennis 
coach Manuel More-
no Jr. has been nom-
inated for induction 
into the Texas Ten-
nis Coaches Associ-
ation’s prestigious 
Hall of Fame, which 
will be unveiled lat-
er this summer. Next 
week, the Leader will 
have Moreno’s reac-
tion as well as details 
of his lifelong career 
in youth tennis, in-
cluding a lengthy stay 
at Dobie High School. 
Clearly, he’s hoping 
to be one of the hon-
orees as the hall of 
fame class for 2020 is 
recognized at the an-
nual TTCA conven-
tion in December.

Moreno nominated for Hall of Fame 

 Adding to the intrigue 
surrounding the varsity 
boys’ and girls’ soccer play-
offs and whether or not they 
are eventually contested is 

the Dobie boys’ lofty stand-
ing in the Texas Association 
of Soccer Coaches fi nal reg-
ular season rankings.
 Alief Elsik held the top 

 JFD’s boys secure fourth spot in Region III TASCO Rankings
spot in the rankings, but the 
Longhorns, who secured the 
District 22-6A crown just 
before the stoppage in play, 
weren’t far behind at No. 4.  

 Dobie won the Region III 
crown in 2017, and Elsik is 
now the two-time defending 
champion of Region III.
 Of interest in the girls’ 

rankings are District 22-6A 
foes Kingwood and Atasco- 
cita in addition to Deer Park, 
which will join 22-6A begin-
ning next season.

Adrian Garcia, Julio Marti-
nez, Jonathan Mendez, An-
thony Nery, Imanol Pena and 
Manuel Trejos.
 Statistically, sophomore 
Isaac Cortez was the team’s 
leading scorer when play 
stopped, registering 13 goals 
and seven assists.
Pena, one of the eight se-
niors on the squad, has add-
ed eight goals and nine as-

sists, with Nery delivering to 
the tune of seven goals and 
seven assists.
 In the nets, when and if 
22-6A all district teams are 
selected, certainly goalkeep-
er Eris Acosta, a sophomore, 
will garner much attention 
as a fi rst team pick as the 
Longhorns have allowed the 
fewest goals in the league 
ranks.

 As honest as they come, 
Manrique offered prior to 
the 2019 campaign that this 
just might be the most chal-
lenging run for a district title 
with programs such as King-
wood, Memorial, Humble 
and others looking to end 
JFD’s run, yet this Dobie 
team has been as impressive 
as any, certainly deserving as 
Dobie’s Team of the Year.

Dobie’s senior core played a huge role in the team winning a sixth con-
secutive district title in 2020 and then earning the Leader’s Team of 
the Year honor. Those seniors include, left to right, (front row) Oscar 

Anoruo, manager; Manuel Trejos; Eli Donaho; Adrian Garcia; (middle 
row) Oscar Beltran; Imanol Pena; Anthony Nery; (back row) Jonathan 
Mendez; and Julio Martinez.

TASCO Rankings
TASCO Region III Boys’ Rankings

1. Alief Elsik
2. Katy Seven Lakes

3. Katy Tompkins
4. Dobie

5. Katy Cinco Ranch
6. North Shore

7. Houston Stratford
8. Deer Park

9. Jersey Village
10. Fort Bend Ridge Point

TASCO Rankings
TASCO Region III Girls’ Rankings

1. Katy Tompkins
2. Kingwood

3. Fort Bend Ridge Point
4. Katy Seven Lakes
5. Houston Memorial

6. Deer Park
7. Atascocita

8. Brazoswood
9. Katy Cinco Ranch

10. Clear Lake

Chase Wilkerson, Auburn; Mitchell Parker, Kentucky; 
Luke Little, South Carolina; Evan Hiatt, Southeastern; 
and Braden Winget, Salt Lake Community College. Win-
get made his decision just days ago, electing to replay his 
sophomore season closer to his home town of Provo, Utah. 



A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPPLLLUUUMMMBBBIIINNNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

 

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Commercial, Industrial & Residential

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español

832-715-6441
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not to soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656
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GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

HOME SERVICES
Fencing, Doors, House Painting 

& Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 785-614-4945 

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯
South Belt 

Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business Cards • 
Custom Letterheads & Envelopes • 
Wedding Invitations • Thank You 
Notes • Menus • Directories and 

much more!
11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337



Over The Back Fence by Alexis Remember When
40 years ago ( 1980)

 J. Frank Dobie student 
Jill Miller was chosen as 
Miss Pasadena and became 
eligible to compete in the 
Miss Texas competition.
 The South Belt Leader 
took two awards at the semi-
annual convention of the 
Texas Community Newspa-
per Association held in Dal-
las.
 The Sagemeadow Utility 
District honored Sagemead-
ow resident Edna Po with a 
plaque recognizing her par-
ticipation in promoting com-
munity improvements.
 Lamar Winebrenner was 
elected president of the Pas-
adena Independent School 
District board of trustees.

35 years ago ( 1985)
 Houston City Council 
Member Frank Mancuso 
headlined a long list of dig-
nitaries at the grand opening 
of Fire Station 70 on Beam-
er.
 Eighty-two percent of 
Sagemeadow residents re-
sponding to a ballot favored 
building a bridge to connect 
Sagemont to Wood Meadow 
via Sageglen Boulevard.
 A runoff election in the 
Southbend Municipal Util-
ity District was eliminated 
after Don Dutton withdrew 
from the race against Steve 
Morris.

30 years ago (1990)
 As part of the South Belt 
area Earth Day activities, 
Sen. Hugh Farmer from Fort 
Worth took the oath of of-
fi ce for governor for a day 
at a location adjacent to the 
Brio Superfund toxic waste 
dump.

 Of the 31 teachers at We-
ber Elementary, 13 had re-
quested transfers to different 
schools for the upcoming 
school year.
 Air samples collected at 
Weber revealed 2.2 parts per 
billion of styrene. Previous 
testing had not produced any 
styrene.

25 years ago (1995)
 Tornado-like winds caused 
heavy damage in the South 
Belt area. No injuries were re-
ported.
 The San Jacinto College 
Board of Regents called a 
special meeting to discuss 
unauthorized pay raises to 
at least 22 employees during 
the past two years.
 Frazier Elementary School 
teacher Ron Shafer celebrat-
ed 25 years of teaching by 
hosting former students at 
Frazier.
 Clear Creek Independent 
School District announced a 
meeting to seek community 
input on a replacement for 
retiring superintendent Ron-
ald K. McLeod.

20 years ago (2000)
 Dobie High School was 
the fi rst Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District “Rec-
ognized” high school.
 A retirement dinner was 
held for Dobie’s Phyllis 
Shaulis, Carole Wright, 
Myrleen Harper and princi-
pal Jerry Speer.
 Harris County homicide 
offi cers released additional 
information regarding the 
shooting of Jonathan Barri-
ca. They revealed that Bar-
rica was shot through the 
door. Offi cers still had not 
disclosed the caliber of the 

weapon. Barrica’s funeral 
had an overfl ow crowd of 
Dobie students and family.

15 years ago (2005)
 Nearly two weeks after 
the disappearance of Austin 
Childs, 19; John Zimmer-
man, 51; and Scott Keller, 
41, there was still no trace 
of the three. They had gone 
fi shing off Freeport and 
were lost. The Coast Guard 
had stopped its search, but 
others were still searching.
 The Beverly Hills In-
termediate Academic team 
went further than any other 
team in the school’s history. 
The team was undefeated in 
PISD competition and only 
lost in national competition 
to Roland Park of Baltimore 
in the second round.
 Todd Krampitz, 32, died 
after an 11-month battle 
with liver cancer. Krampitz 
had made national headlines 
with his campaign to fi nd a 
liver donor.

10 years ago (2010)
 The City of Houston 
raised water and sewer 
rates by nearly 30 percent 
for an average single-fami-
ly household. The increase 
would be phased in over 
the next three years. Rough-
ly 12.5 percent of the 27.7 
percent increase took effect 
June 1. The remaining 15 
percent would be phased in 
every April 1 for three years 
beginning in 2011.
 After serving nine years 
on the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District board, 
Frank Braden, vice presi-
dent who once served as Do-
bie principal, did not fi le to 
keep his seat.

 A fourth-grader riding 
his bike to Weber Elemen-
tary had a close brush with 
danger when he was struck 
by a vehicle leaving the area 
school. According to police, 
the child was able to jump 
from his bike, avoiding seri-
ous injury. His bike was not 
as fortunate, as it was heav-
ily damaged in the collision. 
The child was treated by 
paramedics at the scene and 
released to attend school.

5 years ago (2015)
 A Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District high 
school student taking class-
es at San Jacinto College 
South was seriously injured 
on April 16 when he fell 
from a third-story balcony. 
The incident happened at 
the Allied Health Science 
building. The 17-year-old 
student, who was part of 
CCISD’s Clear Horizon 
Early College High School 
program, fell over a 4-foot 
railing surrounding an atri-
um inside the building. The 
student suffered serious in-
juries, including multiple 
fractures and was transport-
ed to Clear Lake Regional 
Hospital.

1 year ago (2019)
 The fourth annual Fami-
ly Fun Fest went off  without 
a hitch Saturday, April 13, 
at Clear Brook City Park. 
Sponsored by the Clear 
Brook City Municipal Util-
ity District and the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce, the event fea-
tured a dog show, an Easter 
Egg hunt, infl atables, games, 
activities, food trucks and 
more.
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ENJOY YOUR BIRTHDAY, SALLY
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to former South Belt-Ellington Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director Sally 
Mitchell, who enjoys a birthday April 16, from 
her family, friends and the staff at the Leader.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, KELVIN
 Best wishes for a great birthday are sent 
April 16 to Kelvin Lopez from parents Natalie 
and Jose Abarca and Kevin Lopez; broth-
er Noah and sisters Isabella and Elliana 
Abarca; grandparents David and Ellie 
Flickinger; and great-grandparents Marie 
and David Flickinger.

SANDRA ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY
 Greetings for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to Sandra Williams for her birthday April 18 
from her former co-workers at Central Ace 
Hardware, family, friends and the staff at the 
Leader.

CONGRATS TO ANGELA AND DAVID
 Congratulations are sent April 19 to Angela 
and David Griffin, daughter-in-law and son of 
Leader staffer Bobby Griffin and husband 
Kenneth, from friends and family, as they cel-
ebrate their 35th wedding anniversary. Angela 
and David, both Dobie graduates, have relo-
cated to Texas with their son Robert.
CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, AARON!

 Special birthday greetings are sent to 
Aaron Giles who turns 26 on April 20, from 
grandparents Ken and Bobby Griffin, par-
ents Jim and Tracy Giles, wife Ashley and 
sons Jaxson and Jace, sister Kristen and 
brother Cody. Aaron is a 2012 Dobie gradu-
ate.

ANN MARKS A BIRTHDAY
 Insurance business owner, former Dobie 
High journalism teacher and former longtime 
Sageglen resident, Ann Brannen celebrates 
her birthday April 20. Best wishes are sent 
from her many friends and the staff at the 
Leader.

Teichelman celebrates a birthday April 19. 
April 21 marks a special birthday for William 
Anders. 

Thompson Intermediate
 Light the candles April 19 on a double-layer 
cake for Christine Veltman and Kandace 
McMullin. Best wishes are sent April 21 to 
Daniel Birch-Merillas and Grace Garcia.

Dobie High
 Joseph Janis celebrates a birthday April 
17. Christine Kerr enjoys a special birthday 
April 18. Break out the party favors and birth-
day cake April 19 for Christine Gomez and 
Carey Sink. April 22 is a day of celebration 
for Michael Taylor.  

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends birthday wishes to 
friends. For those wanting a birthday men-
tioned in this section, email mynews@south-
beltleader.com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.
 Thursday,  April 16: Janice Elliott, Alex 
Torres, Marissa Jones and April Carter-
Akin; Friday, April 17: Heike Jurado-Gabino, 
Tatiana Gonzalez, Allison Sutton, Danielle 
Goodrum and Jason Sherrill; Saturday, 
April 18: Deadra Lozano, Carla Rackley, 
Lydia Sonier, Allison Rogers and Tchad 
Taormina; Sunday, April 19: Greg Bartlett, 
Tiffany LeCompte, Tre McCrummen, 
Marisa Ramirez and Kristen Brockman; 
Monday, April 20: Sandra Teng, Andy 
Crawford and Shelly Nails; Tuesday, April 
21: Michael Barlow and Carol Talbot; and 
Wednesday, April 22: Barbara Eikenburg, 
Sandy Young, Jenny Nguyen and Dawne 
Goforth. 

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays April 16 through April 22, 
2020.

Atkinson Elementary
 The day for a party for Ana Garza is April 
21.

Burnett Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Keri 
Grayson and Katie Huehlfeld April 20. Enjoy 
a slice of birthday cake April 22 with Jhanet 
Diehl.

Bush Elementary 
 Blow out the birthday candles April 16 for 
Sandra Plaza.

Frazier Elementary
 Kevin McDonald celebrates a birthday 
April 17.

Genoa Elementary
 Join in the birthday celebration April 20 for 
Coretta Conant. 

   Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday party for Denise 
Narvaez is April 16. Break out the birthday 
cake and ice cream for Sara Saxon April 20.

South Belt Elementary
 Allison Sutton enjoys a birthday April 
17. Blow out the birthday candles for Robin 
Sanders April 22.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Best wishes for a great birthday April 17 
are sent to Sylvia Ramirez. 

Melillo Middle School
 Send a birthday greeting April 17 to 
Giovanna Andrade. Patty Gordon marks a 
birthday April 19.

Roberts Middle School
 Light the birthday candles April 17 for 
Danielle Goodrum.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 A party is in order April 18 for Rosalind 
Dozier and Tyler Prestridge. Jennifer 

Melillo announces honor roll names
 Melillo Middle School 
offi cials announced third 
nine-weeks honor roll for 
2019-2020 school year.

Fifth grade
 Aiden Lorenzo Aguilar, 
Dayana Milagros Aguilar, 
Deacon Akinloye, Isabella 
Hila Allen, Judith Andrade, 
Kaleigh Olivia Antoine and 
Adelle Bongkisheri Bong-
fen.
 Lali Gabrielle Bowman, 
Hadassah Burgett, Jasmine 
Loraine Cabrera, Christian 
Brian Carter, Jayden Michael 
Castro, Chancellor Ty Conley 
and Yanelli Sara Contreras.
 Leslie Maria Costa, Mia 
Dalia Creekmore, Aidan Mi-
chael De la Rosa, Charles De 
la Rosa III, Steve Ivan De la 
Rosa, Elizabeth Taman Dinh 
and Kyleigh Marie Annett 
Dorsey.
 Emma Grace Espino, Al-
yssa Paola Espinoza, Delilah 
Sarahi Evans, Courtlyn Ni-
cole Fletcher, James David 
Flores, James Edward Fort-
son III and Ariel Elizabeth 
Gallegos. 
 Romeo Rehan Gill, Jaylyn 
Abigail Guevara, Ein Carey 
Gunter and Dezirae Lafaye, 
Hall-Garner, Vivian Vy Kha 
Hang, Julian Hernandez, Ju-
lius Hernandez and Kingston 
Chase Hernandez.
 Prince Royarnold Hill Jr., 
Alexia Ai My Hoang, Chel-
sea Tram Ngoc Hua, Brian-
na Huesca, Collin Sheppard 
Jennings, Saudia Serenity 
Knoxon and Marina Martha 
Kostikoglou.
 Anthony Emmanuel 
Lainez, Duy Thai Lam, An-
thony Tran Le, Huy Minh 
Le, Sheyla Yen Vi Le, Ley-
la Magdalena Limon, Kayla 
Rose Lind and  Allyson Bella 
Marquez.
 Laila Monique Martin, 
Ashley Stephanie Martinez, 
Mackenzie Julia Martinez, 
Miah Rose Martinez, Made-
line Rosaline Medina, Adlin 
Leah Mena and Jillian Denise 
Mikulski. 
 Nikolai Mateo Miran-
da, Dylan Mohwinkel, Mor-
gan Olivia Momie, Andrew 
Thanh Hung Nguyen, Cody 
Minh Nguyen, Hayly Quynh 
Vy Nguyen and Justin Khang 
Nguyen.
 Nicholas Trieu Khang 
Nguyen, Ijeoma Claudia 
Nmezi, Louisa Safor Obah, 
Nathaniel Padilla, Nevaeh Ce-
leste Perez, Jonny Dat Pham 
and Cullen Dwayne Ponder.
 Aidan Kaelan Quiroz, Ka-
ilyn Arielle Quiroz, Kendrick 
Dimalanta Ramos, Jeremy 
Edward Rangel, Nicolas Al-
exander Rangel, Ana Sophia 
Reyes, Kaylee Denise Robles 
and Aubree Elle Rodriguez.
 Christopher Isaac Rubio, 
Maranda Abigail Sample, 
Eduardo Sanchez, Manuel 
Ray Sanchez Jr., Donovan 
Jacob Serna, Arabella Renee 
Smallwood, Persephone So-
ria and Lauren Joliet Soto.
 Jayda Olivia-Faith Stew-
art, Evan Daniel Steven 
Taylor, Aiden Robert Teran, 
Anne Nhu Tran, Katie Nhi 
Tran, Samantha Hazel Trevi-
no, Nina Truong and Jeremi-
ah Eugene Turner. 
 Alan Daniel Vallejo, Em-
manuel Vasquez, Jetziel Ve-
lasquez Jr., Alex Vouffo and 
Angelina Kim Vu.
 Nathan Nhat Minh Vu, 
Kaylie Michele Walker, Jyl-
lian La’neita White and Ra-
janae Arrianna Woods.

Sixth grade
 Julian Devery Acevedo, 
Anderson Aguilar, Kayla Joan 
Akinfenwa, Blessing Abiola 
Akinloye, Sureal Alessandra 
Alcorta and Jalynn Cole Alix.
 Aaron Nicolas Almaguer, 
Joel Marvin Alvarenga, Le-
ovanni Angel Alvarez, Hen-
ry Mitchell Armenta Alonso, 
Joshua Isaiah Arredondo, Ce-
leste Marie Arriaga and Sean 
Adrian Arroyo.
 Kendall Rae Ashworth, 
Londyn Naiomi August, 
Ivan Emmanuel Ayala, Adam 
Baker, Makayla Ballard St. 
Romain, Piper Fallon Bat-
tarbee and Alexander Lee 
Baumgartner.
 Kylie Lauren Campos, 
David Isaiah Castillo, Jakeida 
Isaela Cervantes, Alonzo Per-
nell Chapman, Elena Grace 
Charles, Kevin Ky Anh Chau 
and Jaslynn Grace Chavez.
 Adrian Alexander Corral, 
Desiree Marie Correa, Cecil-
ia Alejandra Cruz, Mia Ni-
cole De Anda, Jordan Lt De 
Robles, Dinah Delilah Dean,  
Cooper James Estes and 
Jalynn Reese Flores.
 Jonathan Jaiden Flores, Sa-
vannah Georgia Flores-Lew-
is, Calvin Preston Flowers, 
Parrish Jerome Ford II, Rox-
ann Franco, Helio Frausto, 
Reynol Galvan, Julietta Gar-
cia and Max Emilio Garza.
 Kourtney Goeman, Em-
ily Golenko, Adam Gabri-
el Gonzales, Frank Gonza-
les-Adame Jr., Maddox Kade 
Gonzalez, Miranda Sofi a 
Gonzalez, Abigail Aleina 
Gutierrez and Jakob Hasbell.
 Alejandro Eron Hernan-
dez, Ava Hernandez, Eve-
lyn Hernandez, Maddox Ty 
Hernandez, Morgan Alex-
andria Hill, Anson Nguyen 
Huynh and Nathan Alejandro 
Jimenez.
 Davion Cortez Johnson, 
Edsel Esequiel Juarez, Isa-
bella Marie Labra, Alex Anh 
Le, Danton Coppell Le, Na-
than-Cuong Huy Le, Ilyena 
Ann Lindberg, Rafael Lopez 
III and Samuel Lopez.
 Daveon Xavier Love, Don-
ovan Huynh Luu, Ava Macias, 
Sarah Isabella Massey, Liliana 
Isabella Mata, Mia Mata, Ed-
gardo Joel Mateo and Aubrey 
Denise McAfee.
 Morgan Alexander Mc-
Gee, Tristan Michael Mc- 
Kissick, Samantha Jade Me-
jorado, James Daniel Moe, 
Nathan Lee Montez Jr., An-
gie Munoz and Ayden James 
Munoz.
 Quoc-Bao Ky Ngo, Daniel 
Duy Nguyen, Gia Vy Nguy-
en, Haley Tram Ngoc Nguy-
en, Jennifer Ngoc-Thu Nguy-
en, Mary Ngoc Nguyen and 
Minh Ngoc Nguyen. 
 Tiffany Nguyen, Viann 
Nguyen, Chloe Lynn Nunez, 
Thalia Evangelina Oddo, 
Jonathan Carlos Orellana 
Sarmiento, Valerie Ortiz and 
Awele Favour Ngozi Marvel-
ous Ogochukw Ozieh.
 Tanya Jolynn Palomino, 
Diego Paz, Alex Emmanuel 
Perez, Jesus Perez, Jazmin 
Elizabeth Pineda, Justin C. 
Quintanilla, Daniel Jeremy 
Ramos and Yvette Ramos.
 Natalie Yvette Rangel, 
Jaylyn Loany Requeno Or-
tiz, Asia’h Monet Richard, 
Ava Grace Richardson, Na-
than Adam Rodriguez, Xza-
vier Mykel Rodriguez, Josiah 
Rene Romero-Love and Car-
los Salgado Jr.
 Julian Salinas, Melanie 

Marie Sanchez, Nicholas 
Sepulveda, Francisco Olivi-
er Serrano, Kaitlyn McKen-
zie Sherwood, Mahika Devi 
Singh and Raymundo Manu-
el Solis.
 Daniel Lee Soto, Mont-
serat Stall, Mia Bella Sudario 
Garza, Thao Nguyen Thanh 
Ta, Emily Thu Kim Tang, 
Addison Marymckay Taylor, 
Emily Mary Brianne Taylor 
and Lillian Rose Thomas.

 Kian Carter Ton, Jalen 
Minh-Hung Tran, Mina Ge 
Tran, Alexandra Ayleen Trev-
ino, Isabel Alexandria Trevi-
no, Steven Umanzor, Fernan-
do Vargas Jr and Madeline 
Vasquez.
 Jocelyn Savannah Vega, 
Aidan Veitia, Joseph Arnold 
Vivier, Thu Kim Vo, Christo-
pher Tam Vu , Leon Vu, Zoey 
Vuong, Malakai Scott West 
and Olivia Lauren Wheeler.

 The City of Pearland has 
issued additional park restric-
tions. The areas impacted 
include playgrounds, courts, 
restrooms, pavilions and dog 
parks.
 The city continues to 
work with local, regional 
and state partners to mon-
itor COVID-19 and keep 
the community safe and in-
formed. 
 The Emergency Manage-
ment group including the 
Incident Management Team 
and City Departments, with 
guidance from the Texas De-
partment of Health Services 
(DSHS) and Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), have been planning 
and changing how staff, fa-
cilities, equipment, and ser-

vices operate in this rapidly 
evolving situation to con-
tinue providing services to 
the community while keep-
ing residents and employees 
safe.
 In an effort to further 
promote social distanc-
ing and fl atten the curve of 
COVID-19, effective Friday, 
April 10, 2020, until further 
notice, the city's parks will 
be closing the following ar-
eas: playgrounds, courts, re-
strooms, pavilions and dog 
parks.
 The city encourages the 
use of the trail systems and 
green spaces that are open, 
but still actively mandate so-
cial distancing measures of a 
minimum of 6 feet between 
individuals.

Pearland issues more
restrictions for parks

Nominate a family to win   
 COVID-19 came so unexpectedly it caught many people 
off guard without time to prepare. Tony’s Pizza and Grinders 
will be feeding a family once a day throughout the month of 
April. Anyone wanting to nominate a family, friend or neigh-
bor should drop by Tony’s restaurant at 10330 Blackhawk 
Blvd., enter their name, address and phone number in the box 
by the register. 
 Names will be randomly selected and the families will re-
ceive a delivery or carryout convenient for them, #Communi-
ty #Support #InThisTogether.

 In the midst of the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic, American consumers 
are experiencing numerous 
public health and fi nancial 
challenges, including vi-
rus-related scams, fake prod-
ucts promising cures and price 
gouging. To help address 
these concerns and more, Tex-
PIRG Education Fund is pub-
lishing new guides and tips 
each week to help consumers 
navigate this crisis.
 The following are consum-
er tip guides.

Top 6 coronavirus 
stimulus check scams 

 Since Congress passed a 
massive $2 trillion relief pack-
age to help Americans, busi-
nesses and nonprofi ts make 
it through the COVID-19 
pandemic, new scams have 
appeared to take advantage 
of people’s fi nancial needs. 
From fake checks to social 
media messages, this guide 
goes over some of the top 
scams currently out there and 
how to avoid scams generally.
 How to pay utility bills 

during COVID-19
 Utilities serve many pur-
poses in lives, whether it’s the 
electricity that keeps food and 
medicine refrigerated, the gas 
to cook and warm houses, or 
the water used for drinking 
and bathing.

 Due to the public health 
warnings associated with 
COVID-19, many more Amer-
icans are working from home 
and taking classes online. 
While many utilities have 
stopped disconnecting services 
and started waiving late fees, 
this guide has tips on how to 
handle bill payment issues, 
reduce one’s bill and avoid 
scams and other dangers.

Receiving stimulus 
checks for COVID-19

 The COVID-19 stimulus 
bill signed last month will 
send much needed relief pay-
ments to tens of millions of 
Americans. While individuals 
and families wait to receive 
their checks, many of whom 
are facing fi nancial worries, 
misinformation is circulating 
and opening doors for scam-
mers to take advantage of this 
crisis. 
 Whether one is unsure if 
they qualify, or they want to 
know how much they’ll re-
ceive to help plan and budget, 
this guide has all the informa-
tion one needs to know about 
the COVID-19 relief pay-
ments.
 To see all TexPIRG Edu-
cation Fund’s COVID-19-re-
lated tip guides, visit https://
u s p i r g e d f u n d . o r g / f e a
ture/usf/covid19-consumer-
tips.  

Warning given:
COVID-19 scams Roberts Middle School recently held a food drive for their stu-

dents. Debbie Carico offered her realty offi ce as a donation drop-
off site. The school surpassed its goal to help 25 families by collect-
ing donations to assist 50 families. Staff members from Roberts 
Middle School along with help from friends, family and church 
families were able to fi ll Carico’s offi ce with enough food to do-

Roberts staff delivers food to families 

Shown above is Allie Johnson, Roberts Middle School New Teacher of the 
Year. Johnson bought tasty items to make sure students did not go without 
food during the coronavirus pandemic. 

nate to families within 48 hours. They collected groceries, fresh fruit, milk, 
bread and all the items that were diffi cult for families to fi nd on store 
shelves. It was a team effort in making the deliveries to Roberts families 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Shown above are, left to right, Emily On-
tiveros, RMS counselor; Irma Parkin; Derral Parkin; DeRonda Preston, 
RMS counselor; Carico; and Ronda Cook, community volunteer. 

Shown above are, left to right, Bella Cruz, eighth-grader; Emi-
ly Ontiveros, Roberts Middle School counselor; and Lila Cruz, 
fi rst-grader. They assisted in the delivery of the food packages to 
Roberts Middle School families. 
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truck traffi c when pass-
ing near construction ac-
cess points and along truck 
routes.

Dagg Detention Basin
 Also this month, the Har-
ris County Flood Control 
District will begin construc-
tion of the Dagg Stormwa-
ter Detention Basin, located 
near the intersection of Cul-
len Boulevard and the Sam 
Houston Tollway.
  The Dagg basin will be 
constructed at the 22-acre 
site of a former sand pit pur-
chased by the Flood Control 
District in 2017. Safety con-
siderations require fi lling 
in a 50-foot-deep portion 
of the former sand pit. Do-
ing so will not reduce the 
capacity of the Dagg basin 
to hold excess stormwater 
because the storage area is 
above the water level to the 
top of the basin’s banks. 
The Flood Control District 
will save approximately $22 
million by using a portion 

of the South Belt excavated 
material as fi ll for the Dagg 
basin, resulting in lower dis-
posal costs and savings ver-
sus commercially acquired 
rip-rap fi ll.
 Along with a tree buffer, 
the Dagg basin design in-
cludes fl oating islands for 
stormwater quality treat-
ment – a fi rst for Harris 
County. The fl oating islands 
are anchored to the fl oor 
of the basin and planted 
with specialty plant species 
whose root systems help 
fi lter impurities. The basin 
will be part of a demonstra-
tion project to determine 
what types of islands can 
withstand fl oodwater fl uc-
tuations as well as provide 
effective stormwater quality 
treatment.
 When complete, the ba-
sin will hold approximate-
ly 188 acre-feet, or more 
than 61 million gallons, of 
stormwater that otherwise 
might fl ood homes and busi-
nesses in the area.

Shown above are Cristian Tamayo (left) and Daniel-
la Tamayo from the Lake at Golfcrest neighborhood. 
Daniella is a fourth-grade student at Atkinson Ele-

mentary and Cristian is a fi fth-grade student at St. 
Helen’s Catholic School. Both cousins wanted to send 
well wishes to the residents of the South Belt area.

Stay Safe is the message from Sierra Robertson and her 
recent artwork. Robertson, a junior at South Houston 
High and a member of the Early College High School 
Program at San Jacinto College. She is a honor student 
and recently with her parents Katrina and Justin Robert-

son moved to Highland Meadows subdivision. In her time 
away from attending school, she has been keeping up with 
classes online, doing softball drills in the backyard with her 
sisters and painting and drawing. Thanks to South Belt 
resident Mike Davis who brought attention to this. 

 Sen. John Cornyn and 
SBA’s Tim Jeffcoat provid-
ed CARES Act funding in-
formation for BAHEP’s fi rst 
virtual general membership 
meeting. On April 9, 2020, 
the Bay Area Houston Eco-
nomic Partnership held a 
virtual general membership 
meeting featuring Cornyn 
and the federal response to 
COVID-19 as well as Jeff-
coat, district director for the 
Small Business Administra-
tion. The meeting was fa-
cilitated by Jimmy Spence, 
BAHEP marketing director 
and more than 180 BAHEP 
members were in virtual at-
tendance – a fi rst in the 44-
year history of the organiza-
tion.
 Bob Mitchell, BAHEP 
president, opened the meet-
ing with welcoming re-
marks and appreciation to 
Cornyn for his participa-
tion. The senator said, “I’m 
glad that Tim Jeffcoat is on 
the line, too, because he and 
the SBA people may be the 
most popular folks in town 
now given the $350 billion 
that we are trying to push 
out to small businesses to 
help them stay afl oat during 
this very diffi cult time.”
 Cornyn reported that 
Congress has passed three 
pieces of legislation to date 
the latest of which is the bi-
partisan CARES Act (Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security Act) that was 
signed at the end of March. 
It has already brought $47 
million in recovery grants to 
the Houston area. He add-
ed, “We know that this is a 
health crisis and an econom-
ic crisis unlike any we’ve 
experienced before. If you 
told me a couple of months 
ago that I’d end up voting 
for $2.2 trillion in spending 
in a single bill and that the 
vote would be unanimous in 
the Senate, I wouldn’t have 
believed it.”

Health care is fi rst 
concern 

 Cornyn said that health 
care is obviously the fi rst 
concern. “We’ve pushed 
$100 billion out the door of 
which $30 billion will be 
going shortly. There’s fl ex-
ibility on how that money 
is spent, but the idea is to 
maintain capacity to make 
sure the hospitals and pro-
fessionals are there to take 
care of those who need 
them,” he noted.
 Cornyn said that the key 
to dealing with the pan-
demic is ultimately devel-
oping drugs that can treat 
COVID-19. He stated, 
“Having a vaccine is the 
goal, but that’s probably go-
ing to be towards fall at the 
earliest. In the meantime, 
individuals and business-
es need a lifeline; so, the 
federal government is pro-
viding by direct deposit to 
your bank account, if you 
fi led a 2019 tax return, up to 
$1,200 a person, $2,400 for 
a married couple and up to 
$3,400 for a family of four 
that makes up to $150,000. 
This is designed to tide peo-
ple over to the next step 
which may well be unem-
ployment insurance. We’ve 
extended unemployment in-
surance by 13 weeks and ex-
panded the benefi t by add-
ing an additional $600 per 
week in federal unemploy-
ment benefi ts in addition to 
the state’s portion.”
 The senator also said 
that it is necessary to make 
sure jobs are still going to 
be there for people when 
this economy starts coming 
back. He offered, “That’s 
why we established through 
SBA certifi ed lenders the 
Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP). It’s initially 
funded with $350 billion 
and designed to provide a 
strong incentive for em-
ployers if they can, and not 
everybody can, to maintain 
their payroll and to help pay 
their rent and overhead. 
 If they do that through 
June, what initially started 
out as a low-interest, 1 per-
cent loan can then be forgiv-
en.” Lenders started receiv-
ing applications on April 
3. Cornyn admitted that 
there have been challenges 

due to the overwhelming 
number of applications. He 
explained, “This is a com-
pletely new system; so, it’s 
a big learning curve for all 
of us. There are going to be 
gaps and unintended con-
sequences and we want to 
learn from that and make 
sure that we get the money 
to the people who need it 
the most as fast as we can 
and not waste any money if 
we can help it. I encourage 
you to reach out to my team 
in Houston, Jay Guerrero 
and Ben Daily, if there are 
other things we can do to 
help.”
    The senator reported that 
the Federal Reserve has an-
nounced another lending 
facility that will loan out 
close to half a trillion dol-
lars, which will have a huge 
boost in terms of liquidi-
ty for companies that are 
fi nding diffi culty with cash 
fl ow. He said that for com-
panies with the collateral to 
secure those loans and pay 
them back on reasonable 
terms over the next couple 
of years, that is another ef-
fort to help those large busi-
nesses stay as healthy as 
possible.

Assistance critical 
for 501(c)(6) nonprofi ts

 During the virtual meet-
ing, Mitchell expressed his 
apprehension in regard to 
fi nancial relief for 501(c)
(6) nonprofi t organizations. 
He said, “Senator, one of 
the concerns we have is 
that 501(c)(6) nonprofi ts 
were not eligible for the 
PPP loans and/or the EIDL 
Program (Economic Inju-
ry Disaster Loan Program). 
I actually got a phone call 
earlier this afternoon that 
these nonprofi ts are eligi-
ble for the EIDL Program. 
It’s so confusing. What can 
we do moving forward re-
garding the PPP? Is there a 
chance of getting 501(c)(6) 
nonprofi ts eligible for that?”
 Cornyn replied that he 
has had enough feedback 
from people like Mitch-
ell, chambers of commerce 
and others to take another 
look at the PPP and possi-
bly expanding it to include 
501(c)(6)s. He said that the 
goal is to allow nonprofi ts 
to keep their employees on 
the payrolls, too. Mitch-
ell was appreciative of that 
possibility and said that 
it’s been a tough situation 
for organizations like BA-
HEP, the Clear Lake Area 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the League City Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 Mitchell then asked the 
senator what he would like 
to see in the next corona-
virus relief package that 
would address issues that 
may have been missed in 
the fi rst three bills that have 
been passed. Cornyn replied 
that there have been ideas 
like an infrastructure bill. 
He said, “I’m game. We 
should have done an infra-
structure bill already. The 
biggest challenge is how to 
pay for it. If the idea is get-
ting people back to work, 
infrastructure will do that.
    “We need to look at infra-
structure across the board to 
include the oil and gas sec-
tor and our ports. We know 
that the Port of Houston is 
critical. What I really want 
to do is to make sure that all 
the money we’ve pushed out 
the door so far is working 
the way we intended and we 
have an opportunity to fi x 
some of the gaps, like the 
nonprofi t issue we just dis-
cussed, before we go on to 
do other things.”
 Mitchell then asked 
Cornyn to keep the coastal 
spine, a storm surge sup-
pression system for the re-
gion, in mind as part of an 
infrastructure bill. Cornyn 
agreed that it was an import-
ant project.

SBA district director
 provides guidance

  Mitchell then questioned 
if the EIDL advances are 
available now. Jeffcoat an-
swered, “They absolute-
ly are.” He continued, “In 
many cases for businesses, 
it makes sense to pursue 
both the Economic Injury 

Disaster Loan, since it is 
for a much longer period of 
time and covers operating 
costs, as well as the PPP, be-
cause its emphasis is going 
to be on payroll.”
    Spence asked Jeffcoat to 
comment on efforts to help 
people with existing SBA 
disaster loans that they may 
already have. Jeffcoat’s an-
swer included not only di-
saster loans but business 
loans as well. He said that 
lenders in the Houston area 
make SBA-guaranteed loans 
on a regular basis – every 
year over $1 billion. He said 
that for any business which 
currently has an SBA micro 
loan or a 504 loan, those 
can be deferred for up to six 
months. “If you have one 
of those, just contact your 
lender and they should take 
care of you,” Jeffcoat ad-
vised.
    For existing disaster loans 
like from 2017’s Hurricane 
Harvey, these have automat-
ically been deferred by the 
SBA until Dec. 31, 2020. 
For a business that might 
currently have a 7(a) loan, 
the most popular loan guar-
anteed by the SBA, the SBA 
is making the payments 
for these businesses whose 
loans are in a regular ser-
vicing status for the next 
six months. That began on 
March 27.

Which lenders make
 SBA loans?

 Spence then asked for 
clarifi cation on institutions 
that are able to make SBA 
loans, since there has been 
confusion in this regard. 
Jeffcoat said that in the 
Houston area that includes 
Harris County and the 31 
counties around it, there are 
about 190 lenders working 
with the SBA. All the lend-
ers are capable of process-
ing the PPP loans.
 As of April 9, only about 
$130 billion of the allotted 
$350 billion has been ap-
proved. If someone’s bank 
is not currently making 
these kinds of loans, Jeff-
coat advised people to go 
to the SBA website which 
has a list of lenders who 
are willing to take new cus-
tomers who do not have an 
existing relationship with 
the lender. The website is 
www.sba.gov/offices/dis
trict/tx/houston. At the top 
of the page is a link to Coro-
navirus (COVID-19): Re-
lief Options and Additional 
Resources where one can 
fi nd lenders at https://www.
sba.gov/funding-programs/
loans.
 Mitchell then asked a 
question regarding applica-
tions for EIDL loans. Jeff-
coat said that the SBA will 
quickly notify those who 
have applied for the loan 
that their application has 
been received and will pro-
vide an application num-
ber. (Editor’s Note: As of 
April 10, the EIDL Program 
was out of funds.) The SBA 
also has an Express Bridge 
Loan Pilot Program allow-
ing small businesses that 
currently have a business 
relationship with an SBA 
Express Lender to access up 
to $25,000 quickly. These 
loans can provide vital eco-
nomic support to small busi-
nesses to help overcome the 
temporary loss of revenue 
they are experiencing to 
bridge the gap while apply-
ing for a direct SBA EIDL.
 Spence questioned Jeff-
coat regarding the timeline 
involved from the comple-
tion of a loan application to 
the receipt of funds. Jeffcoat 
replied that the timeline dif-
fers from lender to lender 
depending upon which pro-
cess is used. It can be as 
little as a few days, but he 
said it’s diffi cult to be more 
specifi c due to the process 
employed.
    Mitchell closed by thank-
ing Cornyn and Guerreo for 
their efforts in setting up 
the meeting, Jeffcoat for 
his expertise, the BAHEP 
members who listened in on 
the meeting and asked ques-
tions, and fi nally to health 
care workers across the na-
tion who are doing such an 
amazing job.

Cornyn, SBA’s Jeffcoat 
share CARES information

Signs of the times

Flood control district
begins final phase 

During this unique time of life the South Belt community is seeing a 
number of different signs not normally found in the area. Pictured a 
message board that honors the heroes that are working tirelessly at Me-
morial Hermann Southeast Hospital from every department. If mem-
bers of the community would like to send cards and notes for medical 
staff and essential personnel, forward to Memorial Hermann South-
east Hospital; Attn: Administration, 11800 Astoria Blvd. Houston, TX 
77089. To the left is a picture of sacks decorated by young residents of 
the community who left them for members of Texas Pride trash collec-
tion company. 

In an effort to prevent the further spread of the 
COVID-19 virus, the Clear Brook City Municipal 
Utility District recently presented masks to all offi -
cers from the local Harris County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble Chris Diaz patrol contract area which includes 
also Sagemeadow and Kirkmont MUDs. The protec-

tive gear is designed to protect both offi cers and the 
public from contracting the disease. Shown above 
trying out the new masks are, left to right, David 
Matthews, Jim Towey, Lee Hernandez, Cecile Ganje 
and Robert Sanchez.              
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Protecting officers, community members

Our office will be open by appointment only 
during this COVID-19 Health Crisis for those 
patients needing acute care. Patients that have 
chronic or maintenance care should wait until 

the crisis has eased up before continuing  
ongoing Chiropractic care.

“If there is anything that you need us to pray 
for you, please leave a message at our office

and we will be honored to do so.”

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future. 
                                                    Jeremiah 29:11

(281) 481-1623
www.burleighchiro.com

11700 Beamer Rd.  •  Houston, TX 77089

These signs, and 
others similar kept 
residents from us-
ing all City, Coun-
ty and community 
recreational facil-
ities over the Eas-
ter holiday. During 
non-holiday times, 
access to many of 
the recreation ar-
eas is still very 
limited as areas 
such as playground 
equipment is “yel-
low-taped” to keep 
people out.

Photo by
 Davy Flickinger

Continued from Page 1
Clear Creek ISD also pro-
vides evaluation services for 
children between the ages of 
two and fi ve, who are not in 
a district Pre-K program and 
are not yet kindergarten age, 
to determine if a child has a 
special education disabili-
ty and if there is a need for 
special education services. 
 The Preschool Program 
for Children with Disabil-
ities (PPCD), serving chil-
dren beginning on their 
third birthday, is the dis-
trict’s special education 
program to meet the needs 
of students identifi ed as 
needing these services. 
 To schedule an evalua-

tion when schools reopen, 
parents and guardians may 
call 281-284-0330.
 Visit www.ccisd.net/
enrollment for more infor-
mation on qualifi cations to 

enroll in Clear Creek ISD’sp 
re-kindergarten and kinder-
garten programs as well as 
step-by-step registration in-
structions and list of neces-
sary documentation.

CCISD begins registration

Leader adapts to change
 Due to a lack of sports- and school-related news in re-
sponse to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, this week’s 
Leader will be only eight pages in length, rather than its 
normal 12 pages.
 This year will also mark the fi rst time in the Leader’s 
45-year history the paper will not have a graduation issue. 
 While it remained unclear at press time if local school 
districts would still have graduation ceremonies, social 
distancing recommendations would prohibit much of the 
photography normally associated with the special edition. 

Readers urged to send stories
 The Leader staff is curious as to how South Belt 
families are spending their time now that local offi -
cials have suggested to social distance from others 
and refrain from public gatherings, forcing many to 
work and study from home. 
 Readers are encouraged to email their adaptation 
stories and photos (list both fi rst and last names in 
order, left to right) to mynews@southbeltleader.com.

South Belt Graphics
& Printing

One stop for all your printing needs
• Business Forms • Business Cards • Custom 

Letterheads & Envelopes • Wedding Invitations • 
Thank You Notes • Menus • Directories and much 

more!
11555 Beamer         281-484-4337

Advertise in the 
Leader!

281-481-5656
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