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Leader holiday set
 The offi ces of the South Belt-Ellington 
Leader will close Friday, April 14, for the 
Easter holiday. Offi ces reopen Monday, April 
17, at 9 a.m. Potential news stories may be 
emailed to mynews@southbeltleader.com.

Beltway 8 closures set
 At least one lane on both the eastbound and 
westbound Beltway 8 frontage roads from 
Blackhawk to Scott Street/Fellows Road will 
be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Sunday, April 30. Both the Blackhawk exit 
and Monroe entrance on Beltway 8 will be 
closed through Saturday, July 8. The closures 
are associated with the ongoing project to wid-
en Beltway 8 from Beamer to Highway 288 
from two to four lanes in each direction.

Gulfhaven opens food bank
 Gulfhaven Church, 10716 Sabo Road, is 
opening a food bank each Wednesday for the 
fi rst three weeks of each month from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The food pantry will be open the 
fourth Thursday of the month from 2 to 7 p.m. 
For those in need of food subsidy, come by 
on one of the above scheduled days and time. 
Bring personal documentation to register. For 
additional information, contact 713-562-4580 
or gulfhavenchurch@txsda.org.

Moore scholarships available
 Moore Elementary Student Council will 
offer four scholarships to graduating seniors 
at Dobie High School who attended Moore 
in fourth grade. Applications are available 
through the Dobie senior counselor’s offi ce 
and must be returned by Thursday, April 13.

Melillo carnival planned
 Melillo Middle School, 9220 Hughes, will 
hold its ninth annual Spring Carnival on Friday, 
April 21, from 6 to 8 p.m. Carnival highlights 
include a dunking booth, an obstacle course, a 
rock wall, a cake walk, a disc jockey and silent 
auction baskets. Concession items include tur-
key legs, sausage on a stick, snow cones, nachos, 
popcorn and chopped barbecue sandwiches.

Weber carnival scheduled
 Weber Elementary will hold its Spring Car-
nival Saturday, April 22, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Wristbands, which include all games and 
rides, are $15 in advance ($12 per sibling) or 
$20 on the day of the event. Vendors are cur-
rently being sought for the event. The fee is 
$25 per exhibit space. Vendors should bring 
their own setup (table and chairs), which must 
fi t the space provided. For more information 
about the carnival or to reserve a vendor spot, 
contact Kelly Jo Henry at khenry@ccisd.net.

PIP to meet April 18
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive 
Interaction Program will meet Tuesday, April 
18, at 7 p.m. at Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital, 11800 Astoria, in the staff meeting 
room on the first floor. Guest speaker is Maria 
Bolanos, who will discuss the city’s Depart-
ment of Neighborhoods. PIP consists of police 
and citizens working together for safer neigh-
borhoods. For more information, call HPD Of-
ficer Richard Buitron at 832-395-1777.

CBC MUD holiday set
 Offi ces of the Clear Brook City Municipal 
Utility District will be closed Friday, April 14, 
in observance of the Easter holiday. They will 
reopen on Monday, April 17, at 8 a.m. Pay-
ments may be left in the drop box located on 
the drive-through window side of the building.

South Belt soccer camp
 South Belt Church, 13100 Beamer at As-
toria, will hold a soccer camp Monday, April 
17; Tuesday, April 18; and Thursday, April 20 
(skipping Wednesday, April 19), from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. A make-up rain day will be Friday, April 
21. The camp is open to boys and girls in grades 
kindergarten through fourth grade. Space is 
limited to 20 children per age group. Cost is $5. 
To register, visit www.southbelt church.org.

Easter at Joint Heirs  
 Joint Heirs Fellowship Church will host the 
Superbook Club for kids of all ages. Children 
can travel back in time to meet Bible heroes 
and experience the drama of living through 
some of the greatest moments in Bible history 
and teaching. The free children’s Easter cele-
bration and egg hunt will include Superbook 
movies - The Last Supper and He Is Risen on 
Saturday, April 15, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
10100 Kleckley Drive No. B-8.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway from FM-1959/Dixie Farm 
Road to FM-528/NASA Road 1 will be closed 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Monday, May 1. Alter-
nate exit/entrance ramps will be closed.

Watch for photos next week
 Pictures from the Family Fun Fest and the 
Strut Your Mutt will be in next week’s Leader.

25th annual HobbyFest takes flight
 The 25th annual HobbyFest is set to take place 
Saturday, April 15, at the Hobby Airport East 
Ramp, 8402 Nelms, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 The family friendly event will allow attendees 
to enjoy up-close encounters with vintage and 
modern aircraft. Free children’s activities will 
include face painting, moonwalks, a video game 
bus and a disc jockey. Free lunch will be avail-
able for the first 1,500 guests (between 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. only). There will also be free snacks, bev-
erages and food samples. Raffl e drawings will be 
held throughout the day. Prizes include round-
trip tickets from Southwest Airlines, gift cards 
and more. Raffl e tickets will be sold at the gate 

and the raffl e location in the main hangar. Tick-
ets are $1 or $5 (two different sets of prizes). Boy 
Scouts will have an opportunity to procure a va-
riety of merit badges at the event. Proceeds from 
event sponsorships will go toward $10,000 worth 
of scholarships to benefit local students in transpor-
tation-related fields.
 No pets, smoking or alcoholic beverages will 
be allowed at the festival. Admission is free, 
but attendees are encouraged to bring a canned 
food donation. Free parking will be available on 
site. The function will take place rain or shine. 
For additional information, visit www.Hobby
FestHouston.org.

 Following months of preparation, the annual 
South Belt Spectacular Cook-off is set to take 
place Thursday, April 27, through Saturday, 
April 29, at El Franco Lee Park, located at 9400 
Hall Road. Thursday will be for cookers only.
 As in past years, since the Southeast Volunteer 
Fire Department began organizing the event in 
2011, the cook-off will cater to families and chil-
dren on Saturday afternoon.
 A Kids Fun Zone will take place Saturday be-
tween 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., with children 12 and 
under being admitted for free.
 Free children’s activities include moonwalks, 
rock climbing, an obstacle course, pony rides, a 
petting zoo, a train, face painting and hair braid-

ing, a bungee trampoline, coins in a haystack, a 
bubble blaster and a chance to take photos with 
a live Watusi bull named Oliver. Characters such 
as Snow Queen Elsa, Elena of Avalor, Spiderman 
and Captain America will also be on the grounds, 
as well as a fl eet of emergency vehicles.
 With 85 cooking teams registered, this year’s 
cook-off will be the largest in the event’s 21-year 
history. As the cook-off grows in size, several of 
the cooking teams now have more elaborate dis-
plays, with many hiring professional bands and 
disc jockeys to perform.
 A live auction will coincide with the award 
ceremony on Saturday at 6 p.m.
 This year’s cook-off will once again feature 

the Harris County Sheriff’s Offi ce’s Skywatch 
tower, aimed at preventing crime at the event. 
Skywatch is an observation tower that rises 
nearly 30 feet above the event, giving deputies 
a bird’s-eye view of the cook-off. The platform 
is equipped with fl oodlights, spotlights, a speak-
er system with public address and siren capabil-
ities, as well as daytime and nighttime/infrared 
cameras. The tower, which is also used at other 
events such as the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo, has proven to be an effective deterrent 
against break-ins since being introduced at the 
2015 cook-off.
 While no outside alcohol is allowed to be 
brought in by patrons, beer will be for sale on the 
cook-off grounds, along with barbecue sandwich-
es, sausage on a stick, turkey legs, hot dogs, Frito 
pies, chili, nachos, cotton candy, snow cones and 
drinks.
 Additional parking and a shuttle service will 
be available at Dobie High School and Moore El-
ementary. Dobie students and attendees should 

South Belt Spectacular Cook-off heats up
Saturday activities will cater to families, children

know there will be no parking allowed on Hall 
Road for the duration of the event, beginning 
Wednesday, April 26.
 Although not offi cially affi liated with the 
cook-off, parking will be available for a fee at 
Freeway Baptist Church, located at 8702 King-
spoint.
 Event organizers are still seeking volunteers.
 At press time, there were still two cooking 
spots available. Cooking spots are $175 for a 40- 
foot by 40-foot space.
 A cookers’ meeting for registered teams will 
take place Tuesday, April 18, at The Gardens, 
12001 Beamer, at 6:30 p.m.
 Admission on Friday will be $10. Admission 
on Saturday will be $5 before 4 p.m. and $10 af-
ter. All proceeds will go to the annual South Belt 
Fourth of July fi reworks display. Any addition-
al funds raised will be set aside for scholarships 
and other community projects.
 For more information, to volunteer or reserve 
a spot, contact Linda Arnone at 281-484-4325.

Police seek armed robbery suspect
 Houston police are searching for a suspect 
wanted for allegedly robbing the Frenchy’s 
restaurant, located in the 11000 block of Fuqua 
between Sabo and the Gulf Freeway, on the eve-
ning of Wednesday, April 5.
 According to police, the suspect entered the 
store around 5:45 p.m., waited for one cashier 
to ring up a sale and open her register, then pro-
duced a pistol and demanded cash.
 The suspect then demanded that a second ca-
shier also open her register and hand over mon-
ey. When the second employee took longer than 

expected to act, the crook fi red a shot into the 
ceiling of the establishment. The armed suspect  
fl ed the scene on foot in an unknown direction.
 The suspect is described as a black male with a 
thin build, between 20 and 25 years old, standing 
roughly 5 feet 7 inches tall and weighing around 
155 pounds. He was wearing a blue T-shirt, blue 
jeans and a black baseball cap. Anyone with any 
information about this case is urged to contact 
HPD’s Robbery Division at 713-308-0700 or 
the Crime Stoppers of Houston at 713-222-TIPS 
(8477).

Residents beware of IRS scam
 With the April 15 tax deadline looming, the 
Internal Revenue Service is warning people 
about an old scam that seems to be picking up 
steam again in the Houston area.
 Fraudsters are calling residents, claiming to 
be IRS agents and threatening arrest if immedi-
ate payments are not made.
 To date, the treasury inspector general has re-
ceived nearly 900,000 complaints – on average 
between 9,000 and 12,000 reports a week. The 
Leader has received dozens of complaints over 
the last year.
 The IRS issued the following warning:
 The IRS will always send taxpayers a writ-
ten notifi cation of any tax due via the U.S. mail. 
The IRS never asks for credit card, debit card 
or prepaid card information over the telephone. 
For more information or to report a scam, go to 
www.irs.gov and type “scam” in the search box.
 People have reported a particularly aggressive 
phone scam in the last several months. Immigrants 
are frequently targeted. Potential victims are 
threatened with deportation, arrest, having their 
utilities shut off, or having their driver’s licenses 
revoked. Callers are frequently insulting or hostile 
– apparently to scare their potential victims.
 Potential victims may be told they are enti-

tled to big refunds, or that they owe money that 
must be paid immediately to the IRS. When un-
successful the fi rst time, sometimes phone scam-
mers call back trying a new strategy.
 Other characteristics of this scam include:
 • Scammers use fake names and IRS badge 
numbers. They generally use common names 
and surnames to identify themselves.
 • Scammers may be able to recite the last four 
digits of a victim’s Social Security number.
 • Scammers spoof the IRS toll-free number on 
caller ID to make it appear that it’s the IRS call-
ing.
 • Scammers sometimes send bogus IRS emails 
to some victims to support their bogus calls.
 • Victims hear background noise of other calls 
being conducted to mimic a call site.
 • After threatening victims with jail time or 
driver’s license revocation, scammers hang up 
and others soon call back pretending to be from 
the local police or DMV, and the caller ID sup-
ports their claim.
 If you get a phone call from someone claim-
ing to be from the IRS, here’s what you should 
do:
 • If you know you owe taxes or you think you 

Continued on Page 3A

County holds Easter egg hunt

Harris County offi cials held their 27th annual Easter egg hunt Saturday, April 8, at El 
Franco Lee Park. The event was hosted by Constable Chris Diaz (left), County Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis and Justice of the Peace Jo Ann Delgado. This marked the fi rst year 
Ellis, as Commissioner, participated in the family event. See related photos on Page 6A. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

EFL splash pad now open

The new splash pad at El Franco Lee Park offi cially opened Saturday, April 8. The majori-
ty of the children shown above playing in the water on opening day are not in their bathing 
suits because they just left the Easter egg hunt at the park the same day. The splash pad will 
be open from April to October from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. See related photos on Page 6A. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Convenience store demolished

The convenience store at the intersection of Beamer and Hughes Road was demolished 
Monday, April 10, following a lengthy police investigation. The store had shuttered its doors 
weeks prior to the demolition. Offi cials from the Harris County Precinct 2 Constable’s of-
fi ce allege the store, along with two others in the area, was part of a citywide ring that sold 
the synthetic marijuana product Kush.  Photo by Pam Horst

Multiple Kush-related arrests made
 Following months of complaints from res-
idents, the chamber of commerce, the South 
Belt-Ellington Leader and an extensive police in-
vestigation, the controversial convenience store 
located at the intersection of Beamer and Hughes 
Road was demolished the afternoon of Monday, 
April 10, after being closed for several weeks.
 According to investigators from the Harris 
County Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce, the store, 
along with several others in the Houston area under 
the same ownership, were allegedly selling large 
quantities of Kush, a synthetic marijuana product.
 An investigation conducted by Precinct 2’s 
Special Operations Division and a special unit 

from the Houston Police Department determined 
three area stores were part of the citywide ring, 
including a store in the 500 block of FM 1959 
(Dixie Farm Road) and a previously closed store 
on the Gulf Freeway, in addition to the store lo-
cated at the corner of Beamer and Hughes.
 A search warrant was executed on all three 
stores on Wednesday, March 29. The raid on the 
Dixie Farm store resulted in a large seizure of 
Kush and multiple arrests.
 Investigators believe the store at Beamer and 
Hughes had been previously vacated as the re-
sult of heavy police presence. The investigation 
is ongoing, and additional arrests are expected.

Nalepa, 8, dies in League City crash
 An 8-year-old girl with ties to the South Belt 
community died early Saturday, April 8, follow-
ing a car accident in League City.
 According to police, Kelsey Nalepa was sit-
ting in the back seat of her family’s stopped car 
in the 2600 block of West Main when another ve-
hicle struck them from behind. Nalepa was tak-

en by Life Flight to the hospital, where she lat-
er died. Nalepa was the daughter of Marcus and 
Nicole Nalepa. Marcus Nalepa is a former Dobie 
coach, and Nicole (Myers) Nalepa is a 1995 Do-
bie graduate and played on the 1993 and 1995 
state championship softball teams. The accident 
was still under investigation at press time.
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Bergin: Palm tree 
thief in community
 I would like the residents of South Belt 
area to be notifi ed that we have a Palm 
Tree thief in our area.
 We arrived home from a weekend 
camping trip on Sunday afternoon to dis-
cover that one of our Palm Trees was sto-
len.
 Someone tied a rope around the palm 
tree and pulled it from the ground with 
their vehicle and dragged it off down the 
street. 

 The incident was reported a Constable 
came out completed a report, assessed 
the damage, took photos and issued inci-
dent number 17–56527. 
 The neighbors pinpointed the incident 
possibly occurring Saturday morning 
sometime between the hours of 3 am and 
daylight.    
 Stephen & Lisa Bergin
Publisher’s note: At press time Wednes-
day, the Leader learned the theft was 
captured on a neighbor’s surveillance 
camera and shared with police. The vid-
eo footage can be seen on the People of 
Sagemont Facebook page.

Death

Leader checks out 
social media

Elected offi cials share their wordsIn My Opinion

Local library events set
Parker Williams Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale 
Blvd.
 TaxAide is available Mondays and Fridays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., through April 17. Volun-
teers from AARP TaxAide will assist with federal income tax preparation, tax questions and 
fi ling tax returns at no charge on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Bring a photo-ID, Social 
Security card and any other offi cial documentation for oneself and all dependents, a copy of 
last year’s income tax return, W-2 forms from each employer, unemployment compensation 
statements and other necessary forms. However, there will be no tax assistance on Good 
Friday, April 14, since the library will be closed. 
 Basic computer classes are offered on Wednesdays at 2:30 p.m. Phone the library for 
information and registration details, or check the library’s home page at www.hcpl.net.
 Thursday, April 13, 2 p.m. Movie time for adults has the feature presentation Kiss Me 
Deadly (1955), starring Ralph Meeker.
 Tuesday, April 18, 4 p.m. Teen DIY and movie. Mandalas of light will be made while 
viewing Doctor Strange (PG-13).
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. 
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese learning time. Level 2 begins at 10 a.m., Level 1 begins at 11:15 
a.m. and Level 3 begins at 2:30 p.m.  For more information on these programs, speak with 
Loc Bui.
 For more information on these programs, phone the library at 281-484-2036. Regular 
library hours are: Monday, 1 - 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 9 
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 -  6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Sunday, 
closed. 
 All Harris County Public Library branches are closed for Easter from 5 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 13, through Sunday, April 16.

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
 Saturday, April 15, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Saturday, April 15, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. English learning; 12:30 p.m. Lego playtime
 Saturday, April 15, 2:30 p.m. Manga/Anime Club
 Tuesday, April 18, 10:30 a.m. Baby storytime; 10:30 a.m. Toddler playtime
 Wednesday, April 19, 10:30 a.m. Toddler storytime; 11:15 a.m. Toddler playtime
 Wednesday, April 19, Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet 
Basics;  4:30 p.m. Basic Powerpoint
 For more information on these programs, call the library at 832-393-2580. All events are 
free and open to the public.
 Bracewell hours are: Sunday, closed; Monday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m., Tuesday and Wednesday, 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Thursday, noon - 8 p.m., Friday, 1 - 5 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Nancy Bode
Heeth

Council Member Martin releases newsletter
 It’s been a busy fi rst quar-
ter of 2017. The City of 
Houston Sustainable Pension 
Plan is on the minds of many 
and has passed through a sig-
nifi cant hurdle being voted 
out of the Texas Senate State 
Affairs (Senate Bill 2190) 
committee by a vote of sev-
en to one. On Monday, March 
27, Mayor Sylvester Turner 
testifi ed in support of Texas 
House Bill 43 in front of the 
Texas House Committee on 
Pensions, as members of City 
Council sat in the audience 
for support.
 What is important for us 
all to remember is that this 
problem did not sneak up on 
us; it began in 2001, during 
the days of the dot.com bub-
ble. At that time, the City of 
Houston’s Pension rate of re-
turns were historically high, 
due to this global investment 
windfall. The City’s three 
pensions: Police, Fire, and 
Municipal Employees were 
overfunded by roughly 1 mil-
lion dollars, as the City of 
Houston paid too much into 
these plans.
 In an attempt to counter 
this overpayment Mayor Lee 
P. Brown and the city coun-
cil made changes to the pen-
sion plans. They eliminated 
the cap on maximum contri-
butions the city could make 
and fundamentally changed 
the retirement calculations. 
Overtime pay was included 
in the new calculations and 
a Deferred Retirement Op-
tion Pay (DROP) was add-
ed which enabled police and 
fi re employees the ability to 
retire, and continue to work 
while their retirement pay 
was invested in this DROP 
account, drawing a 3 percent 
annual cost of living adjust-
ment for municipal and fi re 
employees as well as a 2.4 
percent annual cost of living 
adjustment for police em-
ployees in addition to a guar-
anteed rate of return ranging 
from 7 percent to 10 percent.
 The results of those chang-
es to the plan were astronom-
ical and resulted in the City 
of Houston’s unfunded lia-
bility in 2004 jumping from 

zero to $2.2 billion. At that 
time the administration did 
not choose to act or address 
the unfunded liability. It con-
tinued to grow over 16 years 
bringing us to the present 
day where the current City of 
Houston’s unfunded liability 
is $8.1 billion and is growing 
by $1 million each day. We 
have reached a point of no re-
turn and doing nothing is no 
longer an option. 
 Currently, the city con-
tributes 32 percent of payroll 
costs to the three pensions 
and is not funding the pen-
sions fully, which means we 
are not meeting our current 
pension obligations and we 
are continuing to add to our 
unfunded liability. If the city 
were to fully fund all three 
pensions that would require 
the city to contribute 50 per-
cent of all payroll costs to the 
three pensions, adding to an 
$800 million contribution on 
an annual basis.
 The City’s Sustainable 
Pension Plan that is before 
the Texas Legislature lowers 
the payroll contribution per-
centage signifi cantly by issu-
ing $1 billion of Pension Ob-
ligation Bonds (POBs) and 
represents an annual savings 
of $280 million to $360 mil-
lion.
 The State of Texas gave 
the City of Houston the au-
thority to issue POBs several 
years ago, and the city issued 
POBs in 2005, 2006, 2007, 
2008, and 2011. These in-
struments are issued to pay 
off only existing debt, in this 
case, a portion of the $8.1 bil-
lion in unfunded liability. 
 We are simply trading 
Pension debt for Bond debt. 
Issuing POBs were instru-
mental in achieving a negoti-
ated settlement with the three 
Pension Boards, as without 
the issuance of $1 billion 
in bonds, there would be no 
agreement. 
 According to the credit 
agency, Fitch Ratings, “POB 
use in conjunction with re-
forms to benefi t and contri-
bution practices increases the 
odds of strengthening fund-
ing positions and improv-
ing long-term sustainability 
(September 2016).” By issu-
ing $1 billion in POBs, the 
city immediately receives 
an instant elimination of 
$2.5 billion in debt from our 
books. The Pensions imme-
diately reduce the city’s un-
funded liability from $8.1 
billion to $4.5 billion. This is 
debt we’ve owed since 2001, 
and is not a “bailout.”
 Mayor Turner committed 
to pension reform during his 
candidacy of 2015, and he 
has made it his number one 
priority. These reform ob-
jects are threefold. They must 
achieve cost avoidance and 
budget neutrality; they must 
reduce the unfunded liability; 
and they must achieve a solu-
tion that removes pension is-
sues off the table. This Sus-
tainable Pension reform plan 
achieves all three objectives 
and ensures city employees 
and taxpayers receive a pen-
sion plan that is fair, afford-
able and sustainable.
 We have received many 
testimonials regarding the 
positive position this reform 
gives to the City of Houston.
 “It’s a new idea with great 
potential to solve a 15-year- 
old problem in Houston. And, 
if the corridor mechanism is 
airtight and works as intend-

HCR 87 by state 
Rep. Dennis Paul 
 Representative Dennis 
Paul lays out House Con-
current Resolution 87 in the 
House, State and Federal 
Power and Responsibility 
Select committee.
 HCR87 urges Congress 
to direct the Department of 
Defense to relocate the Unit-
ed States Africa Command 
to Ellington Field Joint Re-
serve Base in Houston.
 The resolution states:
 Whereas, The Pentagon 
could realize signifi cant sav-
ings by relocating the Unit-
ed States Africa Command 
from Germany to Ellington 
Field Joint Reserve Base in 
Houston; and whereas, when 
AFRICOM was created in 
2007, the Department of De-
fense chose a temporary lo-
cation in Stuttgart;
 it intended to select a per-
manent headquarters in Afri-
ca, but set this plan aside due 
to cost projections, security 
and the sensitivities of Afri-
can nations; 
 and whereas, The Depart-
ment of Defense conducted 
a study in 2012 that found 
maintaining AFRICOM 
headquarters stateside would 
cost $60 million to $70 mil-
lion less per year, and now 
those savings would be even 
greater due to signifi cant in-
creases in Overseas Cost of 
Living Allowances rates; 
 although relocation 
would involve expense, this 
expense could be recouped 
within two to six years;
 moreover, the reloca-
tion would repatriate about 
1,400 direct jobs and create 
as many as 4,300 additional 
jobs for U.S. residents, and 
it would have an annual im-
pact on the local economy 
ranging from $400 million 
to $500 million;
 and whereas, Should the 
defense department decide 
to relocate AFRICOM, El-
lington Field Joint Reserve 
Base in Houston would be 
an ideal home for the head-
quarters;
 the base features strong 
joint service military val-
ue of active duty, reserve, 
and guard units from all fi ve 
U.S. armed services, some 
of which presently conduct 
training and operational mis-
sions for AFRICOM; 
 it is also equipped to han-

Bettencourt’s SB488 wins Senate ok
 The Texas Senate gave its 
approval on April 6 to Sen-
ate Bill 488, the Texas Ballot 
Integrity Act, by Sen. Paul 
Bettencourt (R-Houston), to 
prevent local governments 
from misleading voters at the 
polls with deceptive ballot 
language, spending taxpay-
er money to ignore lawfully 
collected petition signatures, 
and suppressing petitions 
signed by those they are 
sworn to represent.
 “Voters should not be 
faced with the prospect of a 
city simply refusing to fol-
low the law on ballot initia-
tives and charter challeng-
es,” Bettencourt said. “The 
Texas Ballot Integrity Act 
will return transparency and 
accountability to the voting 
booth to ensure uniform and 
fair elections.”
 The city of Houston has 
now been overturned in court 
a total of fi ve times for put-
ting misleading language on 
the ballot and errantly han-

dling petitions that were law-
fully submitted by the citi-
zens of Houston. 
 Three major defeats for 
the city came in opinions 
from the Texas Supreme 
Court with a fourth coming 
from a state district judge, 
and there is currently a fi fth 
case pending.
 Dozens of mistreated pe-
titioners statewide have per-
sonally incurred legal ex-
penses to enact petitions 
when home-rule city councils 
ignored state guidelines re-
garding ballot initiatives.
 Petitioners in San Mar-
cos, for example, were sued 
by the city for trying to use 
their right to initiative and 
referendum. Residents in San 
Antonio, Richmond, Sugar 
Land and Bastrop all faced 
challenges with ballot refer-
endums in their respective 
voting jurisdictions. 
 “Over the interim, we 
heard from citizens from at 
least six different cities in the 

state about major problems 
with the petition process in 
their own home-rule city,” 
said Bettencourt. “Chairman 
Lucio provided an amend-
ment to make sure that the 
voters are not misled,” he 
added.
 Among its provisions, 
SB 488 does the following 
things:
 • Requires clear ballot lan-
guage that accurately defi nes 
the proposition being placed 
before voters.
 • Creates a standard form 
for use by residents for refer-
endum or recall petitions.
 • Removes overly broad 
and unfair restrictions on 
who may collect signatures.
 • Creates a “rocket dock-
et” for expedited court review 
of ballot language to prevent 
the delay of local initiatives 
and allows a court to rewrite 
ballot language if the court 
fi nds that the language is in-
accurate.
 • Provides a “bad actor” 

ed, it could become a case 
study for cities all across the 
country,” said Marc Watts, 
Chairman, Municipal Fi-
nance Task ForceGreater 
Houston Partnership. 
 “The proposed agreements 
contain excellent framing 
language, explaining that the 
normal market fl uctuations 
should be managed by the 
city, but the city and employ-
ees must share the burden of 
unusual economic events ei-
ther good or bad. Other cit-
ies and states should consider 
using this framing language,” 
said Bill Fulton, Kinder Insti-
tute for Urban Studies at Rice 
University.
 “Provision, if strictly en-
forced, would help make 
the proposal ‘one of the 
better reforms in the coun-
try...’ ‘..(What is good) about 
the plan is that cost is now 
capped, whereas before it 

Olson, colleagues resubmit HR 1904
 U.S. Reps. Pete Olson (R-
TX), Mike Doyle (D-PA), 
Dave Reichert (R-WA), Bill 
Pascrell (D-NJ) and Ron 
Kind (D-WI) reintroduced 
HR 1904, the Medicare Ac-
cess to Radiology Care Act 
of 2017. 
 This bipartisan legislation 
by the congressmen would 
allow for Medicare coverage 
of qualifi ed Radiologist As-
sistant (RA) services. 
 “This common sense, bi-
partisan bill will provide 
America’s seniors with more 
effi cient healthcare, while 
saving jobs and money,” Ol-
son said. 
 “This bill fi lls critical gaps 
in doctor shortages by uti-
lizing radiologist assistants. 
This measure will improve 
the quality of care and ensure 
timely access to diagnostic 
and interventional imaging 
procedures. I’m pleased to 
join my colleagues in rein-
troducing this bill and look 
forward to seeing it become 
law,” Olson said.
 “Seniors rely on radiology 
services. They are indispens-
able when detecting diseases 
or abnormalities within the 

body,” Reichert said. “With 
growing doctor shortages, 
highly trained radiology as-
sistants have played an im-
portant role in making sure 
our seniors get this critical 
care. We must make sure 
these potentially life-saving 
services performed by radiol-
ogy assistants are covered by 
Medicare. It is what makes 
sense and it is what is right.” 
 “Most Americans are 
deeply concerned about the 
skyrocketing cost of health-
care,” Doyle observed. “A 
number of us in Congress are 
looking for ways to reduce 
health care costs while main-
taining- or even improving- 
the quality of care provided. 
This bipartisan bill would im-
prove patient access to care 
and ensure that radiology and 
radiology assistants, working 
together, provide the high-
est-quality, most-effective 
medical imaging possible for 
Medicare benefi ciaries.” 
 “Anything that improves 
care and strengthens our 
health care workforce is a 
no-brainer,” Pascrell said. “I 
am proud to reintroduce this 
bill so that highly qualifi ed 

health care professionals, in-
cluding those from radiolo-
gist assistant programs like 
the one at Rutgers School of 
Health Related Professions 
in New Jersey, are recog-
nized for the integral part 
they play on the radiology 
team. Ensuring that Medicare 
pays radiologist assistants for 
the services they provide is 
one more step in solidifying 
care.” 
 “In addition to fi nding 
ways to lower health care 
costs for Wisconsinites, we 
need to work on ways to 
make our health care system 
more effi cient. With shortag-
es of qualifi ed health profes-
sionals in rural areas, allow-
ing radiology assistants to 
be covered under Medicare 
is a win-win, our seniors get 
access to affordable services 
and it is more effi cient and 
cost-effective for the health 
care system,” Kind said.
 The Medicare Access to 
Radiology Care Act of 2017 
would recognize radiologist 
assistants as a non-physician 
Medicare provider and al-
lows Medicare coverage for 
their services.

The Big Shoot Out is a local competition for Pasadena ISD stu-
dents in third through sixth grade. Shown, below, are Stuchbery 
Elementary students Suri Rocha and Anthony De La Rosa. Vic-
toria Galvan, shown right, shows off her dribbling skills during 
the Big Shoot Out.  Photos by Susan Brady

Stuchbery students in the Big Shoot Out

The students were scored based on how many baskets they could 
make in one minute as well as how fast they could dribble and 
pass the basketball. Shown right, champion Kaden Dillard dis-
plays his medal. 

dle large military aircraft, 
and the city boasts one of the 
nation’s most vibrant ports, 
which handles 40 percent of 
all U.S. trade with Africa;
 moreover, the communi-
ty is exceptionally support-
ive of the military, and the 
Greater Houston area has 
strong cultural, educational, 
medical, and diplomatic ties 
with Africa; 
 and whereas, The Gov-
ernment Accountability Of-
fi ce has concluded that the 
relocation of AFRICOM to 
the United States would gen-
erate tremendous cost sav-
ings and economic benefi ts, 
and Ellington Field Joint Re-
serve Base offers advantages 
that would enhance the ef-
fectiveness of the headquar-
ters;
 now, therefore, be it re-
solved, That the 85th Leg-
islature of the State of Tex-
as hereby respectfully urge 
the United States Congress 
to direct the Department of 
Defense to relocate the Unit-
ed States Africa Command 
to Ellington Field Joint Re-
serve Base in Houston; 
 and, be it further resolved, 
That the Texas secretary of 
state forward offi cial copies 
of this resolution to the pres-
ident of the United States, 
to the secretary of the De-
partment of Defense, to the 
president of the Senate and 
the speaker of the House of 
Representatives of the Unit-
ed States Congress, and to 
all the members of the Texas 
delegation to Congress with 
the request that this resolu-
tion be entered in the Con-
gressional Record as a me-
morial to the Congress of the 
United States of America.

Elected offi cials share their words

wasn’t. We’re in a fundamen-
tally different situation than 
we were before,” said Josh 
McGee, Chairman of the 
Texas State Pension Review 
Board and Vice President of 
the Laura and John Arnold 
Foundation.
 This plan, while not the 
“perfect” plan, moves the city 
towards a workable plan and 
gets the city out of debt over 
time.
  The City of Houston has 
all documents relating to 
the City of Houston’s Sus-
tainable Pension Plan avail-
able online at www.hous
tontx.gov/pensions.
 As always, it is a plea-
sure to serve you. Let my-
self and my staff know if we 
can assist you in any way. 
We are available by contact-
ing our council offi ce at dis
tricte@houstontx.gov or by 
calling (832) 393-3008.

By Mary Doan 
 At the Sagemont Civic 
Club’s most recent commu-
nity meeting on Monday, 
April 10, revisions to the 
current bylaws were pre-
sented and discussed during 
the duration of the meeting. 
President of the Sagemont 
Civic Club, Kay Barbour, 
has uploaded the proposed 
bylaws on the Sagemont 
Civic Club Facebook page 
called “Bylaws revised 
2017.” For additional infor-
mation on the local meet-
ings, visit the Sagemont 
Civic Club Facebook page 
or sagemontcc.org.
 A member of the Pets of 
Southbelt Facebook page 
has urged members to keep 
comments on the page rel-
evant to the posts uploaded 
as other members of the 
community page have been 
removed due to negative 
comments on posts. For 
more information visit the 
Pets of Southbelt Facebook 
page.
 A 12-year-old daughter 
of a member of People of 
Sagemont Facebook page, 
was struck by a white two- 
door vehicle at the intersec-
tion of Olivewood Drive 
and Sageglen Drive when 
walking to Thompson Inter-

mediate School on Friday, 
April 7 around 8 a.m. Ac-
cording to the daughter, the 
suspect reportedly stepped 
out of her vehicle to ask her 
a question and then  headed 
back into her vehicle and 
drove off. 
 For additional infor-
mation, visit People of 
Sagemont Facebook page.
 A member of the South 
belt & Sagemont area crime 
alert Facebook page has re-
ported an armed robbery at 
Frenchy’s,  11051 Fuqua, 
on Wednesday, April 5 at 
around 5:45 p.m. The sus-
pect is described as a black 
male. For additional infor-
mation, visit the South belt 
& Sagemont area crime 
alert Facebook page. (See 
story page 1A.)
 The Dobie Longhorn 
Football Booster Club 
spread fl iers across multiple 
South Belt Facebook group 
pages such as the People of 
Sagemont Facebook page 
and the Southbelt This & 
That Facebook page to 
announce their dates for 
summer football practice 
for incoming freshmen. 
For additional information, 
visit the Dobie Longhorns 
Booster Club Facebook 
page.

provision by removing home-
rule municipalities’ author-
ity to write their own ballot 
language for a period of four 
years if they have been found 
in the past to continuously act 
in bad faith.
 • Instills a “three strikes, 
you’re out” provision that 
allows a registered voter to 
challenge ballot language if, 
following a Secretary of State 
(SOS) review, a city is still 
not writing language objec-
tively. After the third strike, 
the ballot language will be 
drafted by the SOS.
 “Court cases of cities re-
peatedly ignoring election 
law have surfaced statewide, 
making ballot integrity a 
widespread issue for the state 
to address,” Bettencourt said.  
 “The Texas Ballot Integ-
rity Act will hold cities ac-
countable for the ballot lan-
guage they use and respect 
the language authored by the 
citizens in initiative and ref-
erendum issues,” he said.

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas               281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

 Nancy Bode Heeth died 
peacefully at home surround-
ed by family on April 9, 
2017. Nancy was born Aug. 
14, 1949, in Springfi eld, Mis-
souri. She grew up in Hous-
ton where she met the love 
of her life and husband of 43 
years, Richard Heeth. They 
met in chemistry class at Mil-
by High School.
 For many years, Nan-
cy stayed home to raise her 
daughter Rebecca, or worked 
part time as a bookkeeper and 
secretary. After Rebecca was 
grown, she returned to school 

and was consistently on 
the dean’s list. In 2003, she 
earned a bachelor of science 
degree in psychology from 
the University of Houston 
main campus. She worked 
as a proofreader at the South 
Belt-Ellington Leader until 
she was diagnosed with colon 
cancer.
 Nancy was a faithful 
member of the First Presby-
terian Church of Pasadena. 
She also loved her German 
heritage and attended annu-
al family reunions for many 
years. She enjoyed working 
crossword puzzles, reading 
and crocheting.
 Nancy is survived by her 
husband; daughter and her 
husband Steven Irvin; sister 
Carolyn Young; brother Rick 
Bode; and a multitude of 
nephews and nieces. Nancy 
was a wonderful friend and 
mother and will be missed 
by all whose lives she has 
touched.
 The memorial service 
will be held at 1 p.m. Friday, 
April 21, at the First Presby-
terian Church of Pasadena, 
4647 Preston Ave. Interment 
will follow at 4 p.m. at Forest 
Lawn Cemetery, 8701 Alme-
da Genoa Road. 
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Graduate’s artwork 
displayed at UHCL
 Experience a variety of 
original art, including paint-
ing, printmaking, ceramics, 
sculpture and digital media at 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake’s 2017 Bachelor of Fine 
Arts Exhibition from April 14 
to May 11.
 Twenty graduating and re-
cently graduated artists will 
display the best of their work 
in the Bayou Building Art 
Gallery, located at 2700 Bay 
Area Blvd. in Houston. The 
opening is free, and the pub-
lic is invited.
 An opening reception 
will be held Thursday, April 

13, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in 
the Art Gallery with light re-
freshments. Free parking for 
the reception is available in 
Student Lot D. 
 Dennis Nance, curator of 
the Galveston Arts Center, 
juried the exhibition and se-
lected award winners. The 
winning students will be an-
nounced at the reception.
 Regular gallery hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Friday, 
9 a.m. to noon. For more in-
formation, call 281-283-3376 
or visit www.uhcl.edu/artgal
lery.
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PISD earns Gold, Silver Keys
 In all, 10 Pasadena In-
dependent School District 
high school students received 
Gold Keys at the regional 
Harris County Department of 
Education Scholastic Art & 
Writing Awards and 19 PISD 
high school students earned 
Silver Keys.
 The artists competed 
against public school dis-
tricts, charter and private 
schools throughout the Hous-
ton area. All submissions 
were judged based on three 
criteria: originality, technical 
skill and emergence of a per-

sonal vision or voice.
 Gold Key winners are:

Dobie
 Karen Flores and Linh 
Trinh.

Pasadena Memorial
 Alondra Cruz, Adrian 
Rogers and Kathryn Wheeler.

Sam Rayburn
 Alexis Cazares, Brittney 
Loza, Elsa Medina, Jose 
Rogers and Melissa Sosa.
 Silver Key winners are:

Dobie
 Tetzal Cornejo, Angelica 
Diaz, Nicole Hernandez Del-
gado, Jennifer Nguyen, Nikki 

Nguyen, Katherin Torres, Bao 
Tran Nguyen and Sami Yu.

Pasadena Memorial
 Alondra Cruz, Desti-
ny Hayes, Arturo Longoria, 
Adrian Rogers, Reena Shol, 
Victoria Valtierra and Kath-
ryn Wheeler.

Sam Rayburn
 Arlene Garcia, Lesley 
Martinez, Melissa Sosa and 
Camryn Uwaifo.
 The Gold Key winners 
have been invited to New 
York for the fi nal round of 
voting at the national compe-
tition in May.

Dobie High School students Karen Flores (left) and Linh Trinh earned Gold Keys 
in the Harris County Department of Education Scholastic Art and Writing compe-
tition. Flores received two Gold Keys. Photo by Reesha Brown

Dobie students earn Gold Keys

Congratulations are in 
order for the 2016-2017 
Pasadena Noon Opti-
mist Outstanding Citi-
zenship recipients from 
Meador Elementary. 
The recipients were hon-
ored at a special cere-
mony which was held on 
March 30. Shown, left to 
right, are Kiera JnLou-
is, third-grader; Mia 
Campos, fourth-grader; 
and Joycelyn Woodard, 
second-grade teacher.
 Photo by Beverly Bolton

PISD awards Noon Optimist to Meador

Burnett announces honor, merit
 The following awards 
have been released by Bur-
nett Elementary for the third 
nine weeks.

Honor Roll
Third Grade

 Kennedy Cavazos, Victo-
ry Nwosu and Alex Perez.

Fourth Grade
 Sydney Rodriguez.

Merit Roll
Third Grade

 Megan Bui and Dulce 
Mejia-Hernandez.

All Star Readers
Kindergarten

 Allyson Adams, Anto-
nio Almendarez, Jay Ama-
ya, Vince Barron, La’Dejah 
Bolding, Daemion Brown, 
Keon Burnett, Ander-
son Castillo, Francisco 
Chavez, Alyanna DeLaGar-
za, Landyn Dimmick, Cain 
Dominguez, Joanna Espi-
tia, Tristin Estrada, Yulissa 
Flores, Avani Galvan, Jacob 
Garces, Andiel Garza, Mar-
cus Garza, Christian Gomez, 
Phenix Gomez and Alexia 
Guerra.
 Kayla Guzman, Aiden 
Gwosdz, Santiago Hernan-
dez, Brisa Martinez, Dream 
Mathews, Jacob Mendez, 
Exander Mendoza, Ivan 
Miles, Ryleigh Navarre, 
Abigail Perez, Isaac Perez, 
Tristen Pickett, Logan Ro-
driguez, Gabriella Salazar, 
Madeline Salgado, Nawaf 
Sharif, Benjamin Tovar, Lau-
ren Tran, Adriana Vazquez, 
Yaretzi Villarreal, Abisai 
Visuet, Elijah Webb, Eliana 
Wright and Corey Young.

First Grade
 Lorena Aguirre, Angelina 
Amaya, Lynette Aviles, Al-
lyson Baltazar, Abrey Ban-
da, Terry Betties, Lucas Bra-
vo, Erick Carrasco, Miriam 
Casas, Kylee Cearley, Gen-
aro Chaves, Alexis Cordova, 
Nathan Cubos, Ariez Curtis, 
Bryce Edwards, Roberto Es-
trada and Kayla Fitzpatrick.
 Luis Flores, Jessica Garc-
es, Adrian Garcia, Jessalyn 
Garcia, Kaedy Garcia, Abi-
gail Gonzalez, Amiya Gor-
don, Adan Hernandez, Erik 
Hoang and Stephanie Ledes-
ma.
 Javier Legaspi, Anjalie 
Liceaga, Eva Lowe, Sydney 
Lumsey, Connor Maldona-
do, Barbara Melchor, Lon-
dyn Miles, Vivianna Montez, 
Aubrey Navarre, Jade Nguy-
en and Ryan Nguyen.
 Thai Nguyen, Michael 

Nwosu, Eliana Oliver, Aiden 
Ortiz, Melany Pineda, Vin-
cent Pineda, Alyssa Porcher, 
Yulianna Ramirez and  Kim-
berly Rodriguez.
 Christopher Romero, 
Jeannette Salinas and Daya-
na Santamaria.
 Madison Seals, Camila 
Serrano, Makaylah Shyne, 
Allurah Stine, Juan-Carlos 
Tamayo, Cayla Tang, Isa-
bella Tovar, Alayana Turner, 
Anthony Vazquez and Liany 
Zarazua.

Second Grade
 Luis Alfaro, Samantha 
Andalla, Alma Argueta, An-
gela Argueta, Louis Aviles, 
Alexavier Barrera, Leigha 
Bolar, Breniyah Braggs, 
Mya Cantu, Andrea Chicas, 
Santiago Diaz, Leilene Diaz 
Martinez, Angel Domin-
guez, Paige Duong, Alisha 
Escobar, Sebastian Esparza, 
Caden Exum, Brandon Gali-
cia, David Gaona, Stephanie 
Gaona, Deigo Garay, Alicia 
Garcia and Samuel Garcia.
 Jalese Gibson, Joseph 
Gonzales, Jaylin Gonzalez, 
Caela Griffi n, Arianna Gue-
vara, Jaxon Humphrey, Ja-
cob Hurtado, Joshua Jack-
son, Ximena Jasso, Payton 
Lister, Adrian Lopez, Walter 
Lopez, Michael Lowe, Ca-
lissa Marquez, Abilyn Mar-
tinez, Nayeli Martinez, Rory 
Martinez, Aliza Mendoza, 
Samuel Moreno, Kennedy 
Mundy, Marley Myles, Mark 
Nguyen, Ngoc Nguyen, 
Toby Nguyen, Isaiah Ochoa 
and Levi Palmer.
 Mikeal Pantaleon, Andy 
Phan, Axel Pion, Eliana Pos-
key, Kaden Ramirez, Mela-
ny Rangel, Gabriel Reyes, 
Ricardo Rodriguez, Lyla 
Rohmfeld, Jasmine Rus-
sell, Gael Salinas, Geovanny 
Sanchez, Isai Saravia, Kallye 
Sigue and Julian Silva.
 Jenesis Soriano, Nathan-
iel Soto, Ashlee Taylor, Da-
mian Torres, Yesly Torres, 
Jacob Torres-Tejada, K’onna 
Udokah, Sebastian Udokah, 
Jose Vela-Puerto, Adrian Vil-
latoro, Jazzlyn Wimbush, Ja-
len Young and Xamira Zam-
brano.

Math Wizards
Kindergarten

 Allyson Adams, Anto-
nio Almendarez, Jay Ama-
ya, Vince Barron, Daemion 
Brown, Keon Burnett, An-
derson Castillo, Alyanna 
DeLaGarza, Avani Galvan, 

Jacob Garces, Andiel Gar-
za, Christian Gomez, Aiden 
Gwosdz, Santiago Hernan-
dez and Brisa Martinez.
 Dream Mathews, Jacob 
Mendez, Ryleigh Navarre, 
Tristen Pickett, Logan Ro-
driguez, Nawaf Sharif, Ben-
jamin Tovar, Lauren Tran, 
Abisai Visuet, Elijah Webb 
and Elliana Wright.

First Grade
 Lynette Aviles, Allyson 
Baltazar, Erick Carrasco, 
Kayla Fitzpatrick, Adri-
an Garcia, Adan Hernan-
dez, Erik Hoang, Alfonso 
Jimenez, Javier Legaspi, Os-
waldo Montecinos-Molina, 
Aubrey Navarre, Jade Nguy-
en, Ryan Nguyen, Mela-
ny Pineda, Vincent Pineda, 
Christopher Romero and 
Dayana Santamaria.

Second Grade
 Alexavier Barrera, Leigha 
Bolar, Paige Duong, Alisha 
Escobar, Brandon Galicia, 
Diego Garay, Jalese Gibson, 
Joseph Gonzales, Caela Grif-
fi n, Samuel Moreno, John 
Munoz, Isaiah Ochoa, Andy 
Pineda, Kaden Ramirez, 
Jasmine Russell, Gael Sali-
nas, Kallye Sigue, Damian 
Torres, Jacob Torres-Tejada, 
Kelyn Turcios, Adrian Villa-
toro, Jalen Young and Xam-
ira Zambrano.

“On a Roll” Roll
Third Grade

 Cheyanne Bravo, Omar 
Cantarero, Kimberly Castillo, 
Candy Condebarca, Alexis 
DeLaRosa, Jennifer Garcia, 
Jeremiah Gutierrez, Travis 
Keith, Edgar Lopez, Melani 
Lopez, Michael Matthews, 
Avery Maxwell, Torey McK-
enzie, Rosalynn Nguyen, Je-
fry Ordonez, Arianna Porch-
er, Raylyn Rhodes, Stephen 
Rodriguez, Joselyn Romero 
and Chrishun Thomas.

Fourth Grade
 Jacob Alvarado, Karen 
Alvarez, Noah Caballero, 
Jada Castaneda, Jaymie Cas-
tillo, Ulani Davis, Elizabeth 
Garcia, Isabella Guajardo, 
Lena Hoang, Riley Martinez, 
Amir Miles, Cierra Ramirez, 
Angel Rhodes, America Ro-
cha, Josue Rubio, Ashunti 
Smith and Jeremiah Walker.

Principal’s Award
Third Grade

 Blue Banda, Edith Bara-
jas, Noe Bautista, Kiara 
Brannon, Cheyanne Bravo, 
Megan Bui, Ethan Ceasar, 
Aaron Carballo, Ashley 

Cantarero, Omar Cantarero, 
Kimberly Castillo, Kenne-
dy Cavazos, Italo Chavarria, 
Candy Condebarca, Davia 
Constantino, David Contre-
ras, Isaura Correa and Hailey 
Cubos,
 Lila Davis, Alexis De-
La-Rosa, Orlando DePaz, 
Amy Flores, Diego Garcia, 
Isaac Garcia, Jeremiah Guti-
errez, Alan Hernandez, Eve-
rardo Hernandez, Miranda 
Hernandez, Himabeli Her-
rera, Travis Keith, Melani 
Lopez, Kenia Machuca, 
Adriana Martinez, Michael 
Matthews, Avery Maxwell, 
Torey McKenzie and Ariela 
Medina.
 Jazliayah Moreno, Mat-
thew Nguyen, Rosalynn 
Nguyen, Victory Nwosu, Je-
fry Ordonez, Michelle Ovie-
do, Alex Perez, Maria Perez, 
Emyly Pineda, Izelle Pineda, 
Arianna Porcher, Anthony 
Reyes, Luis Rocha, Araceli 
Rodriguez, Stephen Rodri-
guez and Jose Romero.
 Joselyn Romero, Edgar 
Solano, Chrishun Thomas, 
Parker Tran, Angel Valerio, 
Hector Vela-Puerto, Kevin 
Velasquez, Nyrell Visuet, 
Delilah Webb and Laisha 
Zarazua.

Fourth Grade
 Sophia Alonso, Madeline 
Amaya, Hector Andrade, 
Ariana Becerra, Karla Blan-
co, Noah Caballero, Miran-
da Cano, Joana Casas, Jada 
Castandea, Jaymie Castillo, 
Ronny Cearley, Ulani Davis, 
Diego Diaz, Kirsten Duong, 
Allison Duran, Nathalia 
Elizalde, Emilee Frank and 
Lauren Galvez.
 Margarita Gaona, Jazmin 
Garcia, Genesis Gomez, Isa-
bella Guajardo, Ava Guerre-
ro, Isabella Guevara, Brenda 
Gutierrez, Ka’Mory Harris, 
Emily Henriquez, Lena Ho-
ang, Bella Liceaga, Kaylee 
Lowe, Jonathan Marquez, 
Fabian Martinez, Paris Mar-
tinez, Riley Martinez, Aerio-
na McCann, Joslyn Miniel, 
Ny Nguyen, Dorothy Nwosu 
and Caiden Oliver.
 Damaris Ortiz, Gustavo 
Pantoja, Angel Rhodes, 
Chloe Robles, Hilda Robles, 
America Rocha, Sydney 
Rodriguez, Carlos Salazar, 
Luis Salazar, Joanna Sali-
nas, Christopher Sidrian, 
Ashunti Smith, Alex Sosa, 
Ally Thompson, Evelyn Tor-
res, Moses Trevino and Kar-

ah Williams.
Perfect Attendance

 Gael Aguirre, Ismael Al-
cantara, Angelina Amaya, 
Madeline Amaya, Hector 
Andrade, Angela Argueta, 
Alfred Arias, Isaiah Arias, 
Lydia Aviles, Nickolas Bau-
tista, Noe Bautista, Car-
los Beltran, Jadier Benitez, 
Jaqaun Betties, Leigha Bo-
lar, Alex Botello, Fergus 
Bourandas, Kiara Brannon, 
Megan Bui, Gabriel Bur-
row, Noah Caballero, Emely 
Callejas and Erick Carrasco.
 Joana Casas, Miriam Ca-
sas, Kimberly Castillo, Kylee 
Cearley, Matthew Cearley, 
Ronny Cearley, Andrea Chi-
cas, Kelsi Coleman, David 
Contreras, Ivan Cortes, Lila 
Davis, Ulani Davis, Kyrsten 
Deal, Orlando DePaz, Diego 
Diaz, Santiago Diaz, Leilene 
Diaz Martinez, Mari Carmen 
Dominguez, Kirsten Duong, 
Paige Duong, Angelica Eliz-
alde, David Elizalde and Na-
thalia Elizalde.
 Sebastian Esparza, Vale-
ria Espinoza, Caden Exum, 
Jairo Figueroa, Brandon 
Galicia, Sara Galicia, Lau-
ren Galvez, David Gaona, 
Irvin Gaona, Stephanie Ga-
ona, Jacob Garces, Jessica 
Garces, Julie Garces, Alicia 
Garcia, Diego Garcia, Isaac 
Garcia, Jennifer Garcia, 
Samuel Garcia, Jackson Go-
mez, Phenix Gomez, Alan 
Gonzalez, Blake Gonzalez, 
Jaylin Gonzalez and Mikkel 
Gonzalez.
 Amiya Gordon, Caela 
Griffi n, Arianna Guevara, 
Isabella Guevara, Antonio 
Gutierrez, Aiden Gwosdz, 
Jaylin Hayes, Emily Hen-
riquez, Erik Hoang, Alfon-
so Jimenez, Travis Keith, 
Cheyenne Kelley, Javier 
Legaspi, Mia Lewis, Payton 
Lister, Hector Lopez, Ronal-
do Lopez, Eva Lowe, Kaylee 
Lowe and Michael Lowe.
 Mariah Lumsey, Syd-
ney Lumsey, Derek Machu-
ca, Kenia Machuca, Marlon 
Machuca, Aylinn Maldonado 
and Humberto Maldonado.
 Calissa Marquez, Jona-
than Marquez, Abilyn Marti-
nez, Adriana Martinez, Brisa 
Martinez, Jesus Martinez, 
Ibrahim Masoom, Ariela 
Medina, Valerie Mercado, 
Amir Miles, Londyn Miles, 
Joslyn Miniel, John Munoz, 
Ryleigh Navarre, Bry’ciana 

Continued on Page 4A

Beware of IRS phishing scams
Continued from Page 1A
might owe taxes, call the 
IRS at 1-800-829-1040. 
The IRS employees at that 
line can help you with a 
payment issue, if there real-
ly is such an issue.
 • If a taxpayer does not 
know if taxes are owed or 
if there is no known reason 
taxes may be owed (for ex-
ample, a bill was never re-
ceived, or the caller made 
some bogus threats as de-
scribed above), the taxpayer 
may call and report the inci-
dent to the treasury inspec-
tor general for tax adminis-
tration at 1-800-366-4484.
 • A taxpayer may fi le 
a complaint using the 
FTC Complaint Assistant; 
choose “Other” and  then 
“Imposter Scams.” If the 
complaint involves some-
one impersonating the 
IRS, include the words 
“IRS Telephone Scam” in 
the notes.
 Taxpayers should be 
aware that there are other 
unrelated scams (such as 
a lottery sweepstakes) and 
solicitations (such as debt 
relief) that fraudulently 
claim to be from the IRS.
 IRS encourages taxpay-
ers to be vigilant against 
phone and email scams that 
use IRS as a lure. IRS does 
not initiate contact with 
taxpayers by email to re-
quest personal or fi nancial 
information. This includes 
electronic communication, 
such as text messages and 
social media channels. 

scams involving the IRS is 
available on the genuine IRS 
website, IRS.gov.

Dobie High School’s UIL one act play production of Wit took fi rst 
place at the UIL district and bidistrict competitions and third at 
area competition. The cast competed in the UIL OAP Region Com-
petition Saturday, April 8, at San Jacinto College Central campus. 
Shown in the photo above, the cast of Wit pose in costume. Left to 
right are (front row) Xitlali Martinez, Elyssa Armenta, Carlos Can-

Dobie Wit cast competes in UIL OAP Region

tu, Caitlyn Woitena, Breanna Coleman, Nathanael Taylor, Tyler 
Tran, Julissa Davila, Stephanie Horton, (back row) Orion Wilson, 
Tiffany Nguyen, Ivy Hua, Jonathan Gonzalez, Sean Saperstein, Kim-
ber Vanek, Lillian Spigner, Ariana Okhuozagbon, Hunter-Christian 
Garcia, Cindy Vuong, Natalie Nguyen and Fiorella Morin. 
 Photo by Juliet Weigand

 The IRS also does not 
ask for PINs, passwords or 
similar confi dential access 

information for credit card, 
bank or other fi nancial ac-
counts. Recipients should 

not open any attachments or 
click on any links contained 
in the message. Instead, for-

ward the email to phishing@
irs.gov. More information 
on how to report phishing 

Sidewalks constructed by Harris County
J. Frank Dobie student, Jessica Contreras, is shown at the 
location of Hall Road where she was injured in October 
2013. On the day of the accident, Contreras was forced to 
walk on the side of the road, since no sidewalks were pres-
ent at that time. Contreras was hit by a car backing out 
of a resident’s driveway at the intersection of Hall Road 
and Sagebluff Drive. The car accident caused Contreras 
to suffer a concussion as well as injuries to her kidney 
and liver. As a result of the accident, community mem-
bers drew up a petition requesting the City of Houston to 
construct sidewalks, but the request was denied. Upon the 
request of Gene Locke, former Harris County Precinct 1 
commissioner, Harris County offi cials met with South Belt 
community leaders who represented the South Belt-El-
lington Chamber of Commerce. Typically, Harris County 
does not construct sidewalks inside Houston city limits, 
but the county was working with the Katy school district 
on sidewalk projects so community leaders requested the 
county to intervene. Harris County offi cials agreed to do 
the project. Under the authorization of Rodney Ellis, the 
new Harris County Precinct 1 commissioner, the project 
was completed. As the photo shows, the newly-constructed 
sidewalk is a benefi t to the safety of the community.

Photo by Jonathan Chapa

Dobie competes at HOSA State Conference

freshman Jessica Vu, junior Kimberly Bui, (second row)
senior Esther Kim, senior Leanna Ta, freshman Kenne-
dy Ho, senior Kevin Phan, senior Thanh Huynh, senior 
Taylor Nguyen and senior Vy Pham.  Photo submitted

J. Frank Dobie students participated at the Health Oc-
cupation Students of America State Conference in Cor-
pus Christi. Shown in the photo above are, left to right, 
(fi rst row) senior Kelly Tran, junior Maxine Gomez, 

 By Jonathan Chapa
 J. Frank Dobie compet-
ed recently at the Health 
Occupation Students of 
America State Conference, 
and fi ve students advanced 
to the International Confer-
ence, to be held in Orlando 
on June 21-24 at the Dis-
ney Coronado Resort. 
 HOSA’s mission is to 
promote career opportuni-
ties in the health care in-
dustry and to increase the 
delivery of equality health 
care to all people. 
 The state conference 
took place in Corpus 
Christi, where 11 Dobie 
students entered and won 
nine medals. 
 Vy Pham, 12th-grade 
student, competed for her 
fi rst time in dental termi-
nology and won fi rst place.
 Nursing assisting com-
petitior, Taylor Nguyen, 

also placed fi rst. Nguyen 
is a 12th-grade student 
who for the fi rst time made 
it beyond online testing.
 In medical reading, 
competitor Maxine Go-
mez placed third. This 
is Gomez’s second year 
competing in HOSA, hav-
ing made it to state last 
year. Gomez is also pres-
ident of the Dobie HOSA 
student organization.
 CPR/fi rst aid freshmen 
team Jessica Vu and Ken-
nedy Ho placed third. This 
is both Vu and Ho’s fi rst 
time competing at HOSA.
 HOSA Bowl Team, 
Thanh Huynh, Kevin 
Phan, Leanna Ta and Es-
ther Kim, placed fourth. 
 Kelly Tran and Kim-
berly Bui, CPR/fi rst aid 
competitiors, advanced 
from the fi rst round test-
ing to second round skills, 

but did not place in the top 
fi ve on the skills portion.
 Each competitor took a 
50 or 100 question multi-
ple-choice test and waited 
for the results to advance to 
the skills level. All compet-
itors with a skill level ad-
vanced to the second level. 
This included CPR/fi rst 
aid, nursing assisting and 
HOSA Bowl. 
 CPR/fi rst aid had an 
emergency situation to 
which they had to respond. 
One team member as-
sessed a victim requiring 
fi rst aid, while the other 
team member assessed a 
victim that required CPR. 
The two freshmen who 
made it to the Internation-
al Leadership Conference 
practiced extensively af-
ter school and at home to 
hone their skills in per-
forming fi rst aid and CPR 

on both adult and infant 
victims.
  The nursing assist-
ing involved performing 
skills an actual nurse as-
sistant would perform in 
the hospital. Nguyen was 
not enrolled in a certifi ed 
nursing assisting program 
as most of the competi-
tors were. He learned all 
the information and skills 
with assistance from his 
advisors, Cheryl Sanders 
RN, Tracie Richeson RN 
and Linu John RN. Nguy-
en also enlisted assistance 
from other students to be 
his patient while he prac-
ticed daily after school.
 “The HOSA Bowl 
Team probably had 
the hardest job as their 
competition required 
them to know the his-
tory of HOSA: Future 

Continued on Page 4A 

Dobie advances to HOSA International
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

ENJOY YOUR BIRTHDAY, SALLY
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to Sally Mitchell, former South Belt-
Ellington Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director, who celebrates a birthday Sunday, 
April 16, from her family, friends and the 
staff at the Leader.
AIDAN CELEBRATES HIS 8TH BIRTHDAY!
 Aidan De La Rosa turns 8 years old April 
15. Lots of love, hugs and birthday wishes 
are sent to him from his mom and dad, 
Kristin and Fernando De La Rosa; big 
brother Jacob; Gran and Pop, Rose and 
Larry Konzelman; Aunt Kimmie and Uncle 
Mike Frazee; Aunt Allison and Uncle Cody 
Reynolds; Grandma and Papo, Hilda 
and Fernando De La Rosa; Aunt Lizet 
Martinez and Uncle Jasson Mata; and 
cousins Matthew, Lauren and Zachary 
Frazee; Avery, Sydney, Kinley, and Easton 
Reynolds; and Nikki Martinez. Aidan is a 
second-grader at Frazier Elementary.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, KELVIN
 Best wishes for a great birthday are 
sent April 16 to Kelvin Lopez from parents 
Natalie and Jose Abarca and Kevin Lopez; 
brother Noah and sisters Isabella and new-
born Elliana Abarca; grandparents David 
and Ellie Flickinger; and great-grandpar-
ents Marie and David Flickinger.

SANDRA CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Greetings for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to Sandra Williams, who celebrates a 
birthday Tuesday, April 18, from her former 
co-workers at Central Ace Hardware, fami-
ly, friends and the staff at the Leader.

CONGRATS TO ANGELA AND DAVID
 Congratulations are sent April 19 to 
Angela and David Griffin, daughter-in-law 
and son of Leader staffer Bobby Griffin 
and husband Kenneth, from friends and 

Thompson Intermediate
 Light the candles April 19 on a dou-
ble-layer cake for Christine Veltman and 
Kandace McMullin.

Dobie High
 Blow out birthday candles for Janice 
Meyer who enjoys a birthday April 14. 
Joseph Janis celebrates a birthday April 17. 
The day for a birthday gift for Christine Kerr 
is April 18. April 19 marks a double celebra-
tion for Christine Prindle and Carey Sink.

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends birthday wishes to its 
Facebook friends enjoying a birthday this week:
 Thursday, April 13: Derek Rudewig, 
Stephen Webb and Laura Townsend; 
Friday, April 14: Derrick Leadon, Kesha 
Benford, Sean Allenberg, Deanna 
Morales and Michael Morris; Saturday, 
April 15: Annette Black, Marsha Fischer, 
Lorita Lynn Destin and Veronica Lopez; 
Sunday, April 16: Janice Elliott, Alex 
Torres, Marissa Jones and April Carter-
Akin; Monday, April 17: Heike Jurado-
Gabino, Tatiana Gonzalez, Allison 
Sutton, Danielle Goodrum and Jason 
Sherrill; Tuesday, April 18: Deadra 
Lozano, Carla Rackley, Lydia Sonier, 
Allison Rogers and Tchad Taormina; 
and Wednesday, April 19: Greg Bartlett, 
Imeanda Martinez, Tiffany LeCompte, 
Tre McCrummen, Marisa Ramirez and 
Kristen Brockman.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversa-
ry, congratulations, birth announce-
ments, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line. Items must be submitted by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

family, as they celebrate their 31st wedding 
anniversary. Angela and David, both Dobie 
graduates, are currently living in Plain City, 
Utah, with their sons, Robert and Kenneth.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff members of the Pasa-
dena Independent School District celebrate 
birthdays April 13 through April 19.
 Frazier Elementary
 A special birthday greeting is sent to 
Aimee Shelton April 15. Kevin McDonald 
celebrates a birthday April 17.

Meador Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles April 19 for 
Anna Ayala.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday party for Denise 
Narvaez is April 16.

South Belt Elementary
 Join in the fun with a double birthday 
celebration for Anita Francis and Kasey 
Negron on April 13. Light the birthday can-
dles April 17 for Allison Sutton.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Silvia Ramirez enjoys a birthday April 17.

Melillo Middle School
 The day for a cake for Patty Gordon is 
April 19.  

Roberts Middle School
 Sing a happy birthday song on April 15 
to Stephani Herring. Light the birthday 
candles April 17 for Danielle Goodrum. 
Send a happy birthday greeting April 18 to 
Joshuah Baker.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Enjoy a slice of a double-layer cake April 
13 with Jenny Hinojosa and Rachel Trader. 
Blow out the birthday candles April 14 for 
Michelle Lester. Send a birthday greeting 
April 17 to Guadalupe Ramirez. A party is in 
order April 18 for Rosalind Hubbard.

40 years ago ( 1977)
 The San Jacinto College 
debate team competed at 
the Junior College Individ-
ual Events Tournament. In 
all, 19 trophies and certifi -
cates were presented to the 
team.
 Terry Graham was pre-
sented a letter of appreci-
ation signed by the com-
manding offi cer of the Navy 
Recruiting District for his 
recruiting efforts for the 
U.S. Navy.

35 years ago ( 1982)
 A South Belt resident, 
who wished to remain anon-
ymous, was responsible for 
the arrest of four juveniles 
who were charged with the 
burglary and vandalism at 
Thompson Intermediate 
School.
 State Sen. Buster Brown 
and state Rep. Randy Pen-
nington were joined by their 
Republican primary oppo-
nents Bill Blythe and Bob 
Graham in Meet the Candi-
dates Night at a Sagemont 
Civic Club meeting.
 PISD trustees agreed to 

again offer summer swim 
lessons at Dobie.

30 years ago (1987)
 William McNabb, prin-
cipal at Meador Elemen-
tary, and Roy Birkhead, 
principal at Stuchbery, both 
announced that they would 
retire after the school year.
 A myriad of witness-
es came to the defense of 
16-year-old Lamont Rob-
erts who, as a result, was 
not tried as an adult for the 
shooting death of his father. 
Roberts shot his father Ben-
ny Roberts in the head with 
a shotgun.

25 years ago (1992)
 The Dobie academic 
decathlon team defeated 
Arizona to win the nation-
al Academic Decathlon 
championship. By winning 
the championship, the team 
won a trip to the White 
House and the opportunity 
to meet President Bush.
 Jamie Smith, a Dobie 
junior, was crowned Miss 
South Belt at the April 
8 meeting of the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 

Commerce. 
 Dobie High School cap-
tured its 12th consecutive 
state championship at the 
Junior Classical League 
competition in Austin. Do-
bie’s fi nal team score of 506 
points was more than dou-
ble the second place score 
of MacArthur High School.

20 years ago (1997)
 The Thompson Interme-
diate School academic team 
advanced to the fi nal four 
by beating Fairfi eld Junior 
High.

15 years ago (2002)
 Offi cials at the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
began re-evaluating plans to 
transfer students from Moore 
to Frazier Elementary.
 Krista Seeton, a 7-year-
old second-grader at Bur-
nett Elementary, was taken 
to Texas Children’s Hospi-
tal Intensive Care Unit, di-
agnosed with aplastic ane-
mia.

10 years ago (2007)
 Dobie senior Austin 
Jones was killed in an auto-
mobile accident in the 9900 

block of Windmill Lakes. 
Matthew Milligan, the driv-
er of the vehicle in which 
Jones was a passenger, was 
charged with negligent ho-
micide.
 Toyota awarded Do-
bie’s science department 
a $10,000 grant toward its 
bio-diesel program. The 
project was geared at con-
verting cafeteria waste into 
fuel.
 Two stray pit bulls at-
tacked and killed a Sage-
meadow resident’s pet Chi-
huahua.
 Ten Dobie High School 
students were honored for 
their dedication to helping 
others at the Pasadena In-
dependent School District’s 
Vanguard Community Ser-
vice Awards.

5 years ago (2012)
 Approximately 500 vol-
unteers from Sagemont 
Church took part in a mas-
sive renovation and beauti-
fi cation project to improve 
Thompson and Beverly 
Hills intermediate schools. 
Titled Project 77089, the 

endeavor was considered 
a missionary project by 
church offi cials. Improve-
ments at Thompson in-
cluded painting, power 
washing, replacing weight 
room equipment, adding a 
sound system to the school 
gymnasium, decorating the 
teachers’ lounge, cleaning 
storage space and landscap-
ing. Renovations for Bever-
ly Hills included an over-
haul of the school’s atrium, 
planting trees, refi nishing 
bleachers and doors, pro-
viding new bulletin boards 
and refurbishing the ten-
nis courts and fi tness trail, 
which double for communi-
ty use.

1 year ago (2016)
 Two former Dobie base-
ball players were among 
the seven honorees induct-
ed into the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame at a 
banquet held April 9. Rep-
resenting Dobie were John 
Scheschuk (class of 1995) 
and Shane Nance (class of 
1996).

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA

DESIGNS
WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Remove Trip Hazards & Standing Water

Sidewalks  +  Driveways  
+  Pool Decks  +  Patio

CONCRETE 
RAISING

CORPORATION

713-991-1777
“We save concrete” 

South BeltSouth Belt

Graphics Graphics 

& Printing& Printing
One stop for all 

your wedding needs:

• Invitations • Reception Cards 
• Response Cards 

• Thank You Notes 
• Matchbooks • Scrolls 

• Napkins

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337

AARP 199 meets April 21
 
 AARP Webster Area Chapter 199 will meet at 10 a.m. on 
Friday, April 21, at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 E. 
NASA Parkway in Seabrook (the large building with the blue 
roof inside Clear Lake Park on the north side of NASA Park-
way). 
 Everyone is invited to attend the meetings and to enjoy 
coffee, cookies and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. before the meet-
ing starts at 10 a.m.
 Each month, the group has entertainment or a speaker on 
various topics of interest to seniors. Every two months the 
group has a potluck lunch.
 The speaker for Friday, April 21, will be Leo Waltz who 
will give an overview of the Citizen Police. The “Over The 
Hill Gang” music group will perform at 10:40 a.m.
 The group also organizes day trips by bus to local area 
points of interest at minimal cost. The next day trip will be on 
Wednesday, June 7, to the Neches River in Beaumont  for a 
pontoon boat ride. 
 Lunch will be at the Golden Corral. A tour of the Babe 
Didrikson Zaharias Museum follows the lunch.
 For those who are interested in joining the group, annual 
dues are $6 per year/per person.
 However, one must be a member of national AARP to join 
any local chapter. 
 For more information, contact Quin Shepperd at 281-486-
7770 or Qeshepperd@yahoo.com.

NASA Aglow to meet
 NASA Aglow welcomes 
women of all ages to join in 
lively worship of the Lord 
and savior Jesus Christ and 
father God at Praise Chapel. 
The meeting will be at 9:30 
a.m. on Thursday, April 13, 
and Vivi Massey will be the 
speaker. If one has a special 
need, the group will pray for 
the need to be met. 
Continuing the fellowship, 
the group will have lunch at a 
nearby restaurant. NASA is 
part of Aglow International 
with groups in more than 170 
countries around the world.
 Vivi Massey is a worship 
leader, wife and mother of 
four from Houston. She and 
her husband, Kendall Massey, 
co-founded the worship min-
istry, The Seraphim Project. 
The heart of their ministry is 

to shift the atmosphere with 
worship, to ignite passion in 
others for deeper worship 
and to raise up worshipers 
wherever they go. It is minis-
try’s privilege to be able to 
partner with other ministries 
and churches around the 
Houston area to help share 
the love and wonder of the 
father with the people of this 
city. Some of their ministry’s 
current partners are Mission 
24, St. Christopher’s Church, 
Dominion Church and Christ 
Healing Centers. 
 Praise Chapel is located at 
15817 Highway 3 in Webster. 
From I-45 south, take NASA 
Road 1 east to Highway 3 
and turn left. The church is 
on the left about one block. 
For more information, call 
Sheila at 281-910-1971.

Moore Elementary Running Club participated in the sixth annual Rugged 
Race on April 8. Shown above, Coach Cade Roberson (right) gets mem-
bers of the club warmed up and ready to race. Warming up, left to right, 

Moore Running Club participates in Rugged Race

(front row) Tariq Riley, Sa’Kai Patel, Victor Chapa, Owen Blair, Tyson 
Riley, (second row) Leslie Sarduy, Shelly Bair, Ethan Blair, Logan Blair, 
Raquel Garza, (third row) Madison Hill, Laina Luna and Cristina Ayala. 

The Moore Elementary Running Club, left to right, (front row) Ashlyn 
Tran, Valeria de la Garza, Madison Hill, Leslie Sarduy, Tyson Riley, Tariq 
Riley, Victor Chapa, Juliet Silva, Aca Macias, Jalynn Flores, Carlos Gar-
za, Sa’Kai Patel, Raquel Garza, (second row) Brooke Tran, Patricia Nor-
man, Christina Le-Tran, Jennifer Meier, Owen Blair, Marie Alanis, Denise 

Nervaez, Beth Leimbach, Ana Chapa, Liana Luna, Cristina Ayala, Logan 
Blair, Erandi Barrera, Deedee Pitts, Eduardo Ledezma, (back row) Ran-
di Howard, Jill Lacamu, Peter Tran, Jeremy Lacamu, Luis Alanis, Jacob 
Lacamu, Chris Lacamu, Ethan Blair, Sara Saxon, Cade Roberson, Shelly 
Blair, Joey Blair and Rajnikant Patel.               Photos by Madeline Lacamu

Morris announces 
3rd 9 weeks rolls
 The following honor roll 
has been released by Morris 
Middle School for the third 
nine weeks.

Honor Roll
 The following students re-
ceived all “A’s” for the third 
nine weeks.

Fifth Grade
 Dylan Dao, Richard Diaz, 
Anna Dinh, Jorge Escobar, 
Daniela Garza, Trenton Ho, 
Trinity Lopez, Ashley Love-
joy, Stephen Lukner, Kaleb 
Luna, Nhut Ly and Cindy 
Nguyen.
 Duyen Nguyen, Vy Nguy-
en, Yulissa Oliva Lopez, Lin-
da Pham, Vina Pham, Gael 
Ramos, Emily Reyes, Evelyn 
Tran, Ngoc Tran, Jaclyn Van-
diver, Mia Vu and Thomas 
Vu.

Sixth Grade
 Janet Armenta, Sayra Bel-
tran Fernandez, Melanie Ce-
jas, Mariana Cuevas, Keiarra 
Davis Hathorne, Diamond 
Ervin, Abel Espinoza, Brian-
na Garcia, Oscar Garza, Van-
eli Gonzalez, Vanessa Hino-
josa, William Ho and Trisha 
Hoang.
 Hue Le, Maryi Lopez 
Fuentes, Hayden Marshall, 
Iliana Mealey, Jacob Mont-
ez, Nhi Ngo, Kelly Nguyen, 
Martin Nguyen, Tien Nguy-
en, Steven Oviedo, Sydnee 
Pector and Mariana Perales 
Rivera.
 Jordan Peralez, Sandra 
Quiroz-Catalan, Elise Samp-
son, Charles Sanchez, Jade 
To Nguyen, Rachel Torres, 
Thang Tran, Carol Tran, Da-
vid Vidal , Natalie Vo and 
Emily Zuniga-Aguilera.
 The following students re-
ceived “A’s” and “B’s” for the 
third nine weeks.

Fifth Grade
 Viviana Acosta, Isabela 
Albarran, Alexander Alon-
so, Layla Araujo, Nico Barr, 
Julian Cavazos, Christopher 
Compean, Christian Covarru-
bias, Nyah Crawford, Oscar 
Espinoza, Jennifer Estrada 
and Leslie Figueroa.
 Justice Garcia, Andrew 
Gonzalez, Manuel Grajales, 
Juan Gutierrez, Emily Ham-
lett, Alyssa Hernandez, Kalen 

Hicks, Kasie Hoang, Malachi 
Hobbs, Alyssa Jones, Heidi 
Karikari, Jacob Kipp, Kalib 
Le, Ryan Le, Angel Limachi 
and Alejandro Lopez.
 Ericka Lopez, Jacob Lo-
pez, Han Ly, Frida Monre-
al, Elias Mottu, Jessica Ngo, 
Linh Ngo, Jesus Orozco, Di-
ego Orta, Ramon Perez, An-
nie Pham, Kim Pham, Loan 
Pham, Christina Prouse and 
Hector Rios.
 Arianna Rivera, Gabriel 
Smiley, Valeria Torres, Kiet 
Tran, Kyle Tran, Lilly Tran, 
Ricardo Trevino Villalobos, 
Chris Truong, Antwoine Wil-
son and Hannah Zamora.

Sixth Grade
 Jordi Acosta, Paloma Al-
varado, Katherine Alvarez 
Benitez, Vu Anh Tran, Vic-
tor Arguello, Ruby Arriaga, 
Izabella Avila, Pedro Ayala, 
Jennifer Ben-Smith, Xavier 
Bernal and Gisele Bonilla.
 An Bui, Hoa Bui, Chris-
tian Cantu, Lorenzo Cantu, 
Sully Cantu, Gavin Carrillo, 
Linda Castelan, Christopher 
Chavez, Fernando Cordova, 
Raymundo De la Garza and  
Carolina Elizalde.
 Ruben Figueroa, Tristan 
Fuentes, Emily Gaona, Ju-
lissa Garcia, Kevin Garcia, 
Gracie Garcia Turner, Dami-
an Garza, Dibanhi Hernan-
dez, Jalyssa Hernandez and  
Kaylee Hernandez.
 Victor Hernandez, Ashley 
Huynh, Victoria Jasso, Isa-
bella Lara, Brandon Le, Qui 
Le, Juanmanuel Leon, Nayah 
Lopez, Olivia Lugo, Ngoc 
Luu, Lilliana Mares, Julissa 
Melenciano, Taylor Mendez, 
Mia Munoz and  Khoi Nguy-
en.
 Ju’dah Orobiyi, Mari-
ana Pabon Angulo, Marisa 
Perla, David Pichardo, John 
Pozo, Carlos Puente, Clarissa 
Ramirez, Dayan Rodriguez 
Juarez, Alisa Sanchez, Nya 
Sanford and Marcelo Sauce-
do Carrillo.
 Karina Serrano, Justin 
Thach, Chamaria Thomas, 
Luis Torres, Yarah Tovar, Tif-
fany Tran, Alan Vargas, Don 
Vu, Khoi Vu and Samantha 
Wilkerson.

Continued from Page 3A
Neville, Jade Nguyen, Mark 
Nguyen, Matthew Nguyen, 
Ngoc Nguyen and Ny Nguy-
en.
 Rosalynn Nguyen, Ryan 
Nguyen, Thai Nguyen, Toby 
Nguyen, Dorothy Nwosu, Mi-
chael Nwosu, Miracle Nwosu, 
Victory Nwosu, Isaiah Ochoa, 
Eliana Oliver, Jefry Ordonez, 
Xavier Palomares, Maria Pe-
rez, Andy Phan, Andy Pine-
da, Melany Pineda, Vincent 
Pineda, Eliana Poskey, Malik 
Powell, Cierra Ramirez, An-
thony Reyes, Angel Rhodes, 
Raylyn Rhodes, Craig Rob-
ertson and Logan Rodriguez.
 Ricardo Rodriguez, Syd-
ney Rodriguez, Zariel Rodri-
guez, Lyla Rohmfeld, Jose 
Romero, Joselyn Romero, 
Joel Rubio, Jasmine Russell, 
Carlos Salazar, Luis Salazar, 
Isai Saravia, Madison Seals, 
Kallye Sigue, Ian Silguero, 
Carlos Soto, Noah St. Ange, 
Aiden Stine, Ally Thompson, 
Damian Torres, Evelyn Tor-
res, Benjamin Tovar and Isa-
bella Tovar.
 Kelyn Turcios, Leyda Va-
ladez, Angel Valerio, Adriana 
Vazquez, Anthony Vazquez, 
Kevin Velasquez, Minh Vo, 
Jeremiah Walker, Izelliah Wil-

liams, Marquise Williams and 
Savannah Yeager.

Good Citizenship
 Sophia Alonso, Jay Ama-
ya, Hector Andrade, Alfonso 
Barajas, Edith Barajas, Vy 
Bui, Omar Cantarero, Aar-
on Carballo, Miriam Casas, 
Kimberly Castillo, Penelope 
Cerda, Italo Chavarria, Na-
than Cubos, Kirsten Duong, 
Nathalia Elizalde, Roberto 
Estrada, Diego Garay, Kaedy 
Garcia, Valerie Garza, Jalese 
Gibson, Jeremiah Gutierrez 
and Everardo Hernandez.
 Ximena Jasso, Robert Kill-
man, Javier Legaspi, Derek 
Machuca, Kenia Machuca, 
Aylinn Maldonado, Humberto 
Maldonado, Calissa Marquez, 
Jonathan Marquez, Nayeli 
Martinez, Torey McKenzie, 
D’Marvia McVea, Ariel Me-
dina and Dulce Mejia-Her-
nandez.
 Vivianna Montez, Noah 
Murphy, Rosalynn Nguyen, 
Ayden Pernilla, Kayden Per-
nilla, Arianna Porcher, Elayna 
Postel, Estrella Rocha, Carlos 
Salazar, Luis Salazar, Gael 
Salinas, Joanna Salinas, Na-
thaniel Soto, Ally Thompson, 
Lauren Tran, Leyda Valadez, 
Alexander Vargas and Adrian 
Villatoro.

Burnett honor, merit, 
citizen rolls named

JFD heads for HOSA 
International meet
Continued from Page 3A
Health Professionals, history 
of health care from early times 
to present day, medical termi-
nology, as well as anatomy and 
physiology,” Sanders said.
 The students studied for 
hours and attained second 
place after the multiple-choice 
test. They then competed in a 
Buzzer round to determine the 
fi nal outcome. After the com-
petitors tied for third place, 

they went into a tiebreaker. It 
took three tiebreakers to de-
termine the fi nal third-place 
winner. The Dobie team was 
eventually defeated by anoth-
er team and took fourth place. 
Only the top three places 
advance to the International 
Leadership Conference.
 “I could not be more proud 
to support and help these stu-
dents. They have made Dobie 
proud,” Sanders said. 

 Here comes
      the bride . . . 
Let South Belt Graphics & Printing 

take care of all your printing 
needs for your special day.

• Invitations • Envelopes •
• Napkins • Matchbooks •

• Thank You Cards •

11555 Beamer 
281-484-4337
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

 

NOTICE OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION 

IN PASADENA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
NOTICE is hereby given that the PASADENA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT will 

conduct a Trustee Election in and throughout the Pasadena Independent School District on 

Saturday, May 6, 2017, in accordance with the Election Order and Notice passed and 

approved on January 24, 2017.  Election day polling locations for the Trustee Election will be 

open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The eleven election day  polling places include the 

following:  Beverly Hills Intermediate School, 11111 Beamer Road, Houston, Texas 77089; 

Bondy Intermediate School, 5101 Keith Road, Pasadena, Texas  77505;  Jackson 

Intermediate School, 1020 East Thomas, Pasadena, Texas  77506; Miller Intermediate 

School, 1002 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Texas  77504; Park View Intermediate School, 

3003 Dabney Drive, Pasadena, Texas  77502; Queens Intermediate School, 1452 Queens 

Road, Houston, Texas  77017; Keller Middle School, 1711 Magnolia Street, Pasadena, 

Texas  77503; South Houston Intermediate, 900 College Avenue, South Houston, Texas  

77587; Shaw Middle School, 1200 East Houston, Pasadena, Texas  77502; Thompson 

Intermediate School, 11309 Sagedowne Lane, Houston, Texas  77089; and South Houston 

High School, 3820 South Shaver, South Houston, Texas 77587. 

 

Early voting will begin on Monday, April 24, 2017, and will continue through Tuesday, May 2, 

2017.  Five Pasadena School District comprehensive high schools will be locations for early 

voting: J. Frank Dobie High School, 10220 Blackhawk Blvd., Houston, Texas 77089; 

Pasadena High School, 206 South Shaver, Pasadena, Texas 77506; Pasadena Memorial 

High School, 4410 Crenshaw, Pasadena, Texas 77504; Sam Rayburn High School, 2121 

Cherrybrook, Pasadena, Texas 77502 and South Houston High School, 3820 South Shaver, 

South Houston, Texas 77587.  Hours for early voting will be 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on each 

day for early voting which is not a Saturday, Sunday or legal state holiday.  On the last two 

days of the early voting period, May 1 and May 2, hours for early voting will be 8:00 a.m. to 

7:00 p.m.  Qualified voters may vote early by personal appearance in the Pasadena 

Independent School District Trustee Election at any one of these five early voting locations. 

 

The mailing address of the early voting clerk for the Pasadena School District election is the 

following:  Early Voting Clerk, Pasadena Independent School District, 1515 Cherrybrook, 
Pasadena, Texas  77502.  The email address for the Early Voting Clerk is 

cawilson@pasadenaisd.org.   

 

AVISO DE ELECCIÓN PARA LA JUNTA DE SÍNDICOS 

EN EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE PASADENA 

 
POR MEDIO DEL PRESENTE SE INFORMA que se llevará a cabo una Elección de 

Síndicos dentro del DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE PASADENA y en todo el 

distrito, el sábado 6 de mayo de 2017, en conformidad con la Orden de Elección y el Aviso 

de Elección aceptados y aprobados el 24 de enero de 2017.  Los lugares de votación para la 

Elección de Síndicos estarán abiertos de 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m.  Los once lugares de 

votación del día de elección incluyen los siguientes:  Beverly Hills Intermediate School, 

11111 Beamer Road, Houston, Texas 77089; Bondy Intermediate School, 5101 Keith Road, 

Pasadena, Texas  77505;  Jackson Intermediate School, 1020 East Thomas, Pasadena, 

Texas  77506; Miller Intermediate School, 1002 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Texas  

77504; Park View Intermediate School, 3003 Dabney Drive, Pasadena, Texas  77502; 

Queens Intermediate School, 1452 Queens Road, Houston, Texas  77017; Keller Middle 

School, 1711 Magnolia Street, Pasadena, Texas  77503; South Houston Intermediate, 900 

College Avenue, South Houston, Texas  77587; Shaw Middle School, 1200 East Houston, 

Pasadena, Texas  77502; Thompson Intermediate School, 11309 Sagedowne Lane, 

Houston, Texas  77089; and South Houston High School, 3820 South Shaver, South 

Houston, Texas 77587. 

 

La votación anticipada comenzará el lunes 24 de abril de 2017 y continuará hasta el martes 

2 de mayo de 2017, inclusive.  Cinco escuelas preparatorias generales del Distrito Escolar 

de Pasadena serán los lugares de la votación anticipada: J. Frank Dobie High School, 10220 

Blackhawk Blvd., Houston, Texas 77089; Pasadena High School, 206 South Shaver, 

Pasadena, Texas 77506; Pasadena Memorial High School, 4410 Crenshaw, Pasadena, 

Texas 77504; Sam Rayburn High School, 2121 Cherrybrook, Pasadena, Texas 77502 y 

South Houston High School, 3820 South Shaver, South Houston, Texas 77587.  El horario 

de la votación anticipada será desde las 8:00 a.m. a las 4:30 p.m., cada día de votación 

anticipada que no sea sábado, domingo o un feriado oficial del Estado.  El horario de la 

votación anticipada los últimos dos días del periodo de votación anticipada, 1 de mayo y 2 

de mayo, será desde las 8:00 a.m. a las 7:00 p.m.  Los votantes habilitados pueden votar de 

forma anticipada en persona para la Elección de Síndicos del Distrito Escolar Independiente 

de Pasadena en cualquiera de los cinco lugares designados para la votación anticipada. 

 

La dirección postal del oficial de votación anticipada para la elección del Distrito Escolar de 

Pasadena es la siguiente:  Early Voting Clerk, Pasadena Independent School District, 1515 

Cherrybrook, Pasadena, Texas  77502.  La dirección de correo electrónico de la Oficial de 

Votación Anticipada es cawilson@pasadenaisd.org.   

 

THÔNG BÁO VỀ CUỘC BẦU CỬ BAN QUẢN TRỊ 
TẠI KHU HỌC CHÁNH ĐỘC LẬP PASADENA 

 
Theo đây xin THÔNG BÁO rằng KHU HỌC CHÁNH ĐỘC LẬP PASADENA sẽ tiến hành một 

Cuộc Bầu Cử Ủy Viên Quản Trị trong và trên toàn Khu Học Chánh Độc Lập Pasadena vào 

thứ Bảy, ngày 6 tháng Năm, 2017, theo Thông Báo và Lệnh Tuyển Cử được thông qua và 

phê chuẩn vào ngày 24 tháng Một, 2017.  Các địa điểm bỏ phiếu trong ngày bầu cử cho 

Cuộc Bầu Cử Ủy Viên Quản Trị sẽ mở cửa từ 7 giờ sáng đến 7 giờ tối. Mười một địa điểm 

bỏ phiếu vào ngày bầu cử là:  Beverly Hills Intermediate School, 11111 Beamer Road, 

Houston, Texas 77089; Bondy Intermediate School, 5101 Keith Road, Pasadena, Texas  

77505;  Jackson Intermediate School, 1020 East Thomas, Pasadena, Texas  77506; Miller 

Intermediate School, 1002 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Texas  77504; Park View 

Intermediate School, 3003 Dabney Drive, Pasadena, Texas  77502; Queens Intermediate 

School, 1452 Queens Road, Houston, Texas  77017; Keller Middle School, 1711 Magnolia 

Street, Pasadena, Texas  77503; South Houston Intermediate, 900 College Avenue, South 

Houston, Texas  77587; Shaw Middle School, 1200 East Houston, Pasadena, Texas  77502; 

Thompson Intermediate School, 11309 Sagedowne Lane, Houston, Texas  77089; và South 

Houston High School, 3820 South Shaver, South Houston, Texas 77587. 

 

Giai đoạn bỏ phiếu sớm sẽ bắt đầu từ thứ Hai, ngày 24 tháng Tư, 2017 và tiếp tục đến hết 

thứ Ba, ngày 2 tháng Năm, 2017.  Năm trường trung học toàn diện của Khu Học Chánh 

Pasadena sẽ là các địa điểm bỏ phiếu sớm:  J. Frank Dobie High School, 10220 Blackhawk 

Blvd., Houston, Texas 77089; Pasadena High School, 206 South Shaver, Pasadena, Texas 

77506; Pasadena Memorial High School, 4410 Crenshaw, Pasadena, Texas 77504; Sam 

Rayburn High School, 2121 Cherrybrook, Pasadena, Texas 77502 và South Houston High 

School, 3820 South Shaver, South Houston, Texas 77587.  Giờ bỏ phiếu sớm sẽ là 8 giờ 

sáng đến 4 giờ 30 chiều vào mỗi ngày bỏ phiếu sớm không phải là thứ Bảy, Chủ nhật hoặc 

ngày nghỉ lễ chính thức của tiểu bang.  Trong hai ngày cuối cùng của giai đoạn bỏ phiếu 

sớm, ngày 1 tháng Năm và 2 tháng Năm, giờ bỏ phiếu sớm sẽ là 8:00 a.m. đến 7:00 p.m. 

Các cử tri hội đủ điều kiện có thể đích thân tới bỏ phiếu sớm trong Cuộc Bầu Cử Ủy Viên 

Quản Trị của Khu Học Chánh Độc Lập Pasadena tại bất kỳ một trong số năm địa điểm bỏ 

phiếu sớm này. 

 

Địa chỉ bưu tín của thư ký phụ trách bỏ phiếu sớm cho cuộc bầu cử của Khu Học Chánh 

Pasadena là như sau:  Early Voting Clerk, Pasadena Independent School District, 1515 

Cherrybrook, Pasadena, Texas  77502.  Địa chỉ email của Thư Ký phụ trách Bỏ Phiếu Sớm 

là cawilson@pasadenaisd.org.   

  LEGAL NOTICE

Legal Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE OF TEST OF  

AUTOMATIC TABULATING EQUIPMENT

 Notice is hereby given that the automatic tabulating equipment that

will be used in the PASADENA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

TRUSTEE ELECTION held on May 6, 2017, will be tested at 5:00 p.m. on 

April 19, 2017, in conference room L101 at the Administration Building of

the PASADENA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, 1515 Cherrybrook, 

Pasadena, Texas  77502.

AVISO PÚBLICO DE PRUEBA DE EQUIPO  

DE TABULACIÓN AUTOMÁTICA

prueba el 19 de abril de 2017 a las 5:00 p.m. en la sala de conferencias L101 

DE PASADENA, 1515 Cherrybrook, Pasadena, Texas 77502.

1515 Cherrybrook, Pasadena, Texas 77502.
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NOW ENROLLING!

We are currently admitting children from 3 months to 
5 years of age (birthdays after September 1st). Our  
program is standards-based and offers meaningful  

learning experiences within a Catholic setting. We aim
to prepare your child for their elementary and

Catholic school education.

We offer multiple extended care options to meet your
scheduling needs including our Pre-K4 bridge to
Kindergarten class and our after school care for

students enrolled in neighboring elementary schools.

For more information, go to www.stlukesecc.com or
contact the ECC directly at (281) 741-7497
email eccregistrar@stlukescatholic.com

stlukesecc.com

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

 Dr. David Rainwater, a 34 year industry veteran, is 
known for building beautiful smiles in the realm of cos-
metic dentistry, as well as his work with implants, root 
canals and dentures. He also has a special interest in treat-
ing sleep apnea and face pain of the head and neck in-
cluding TMJ disorder. Dr. Rainwater holds the esteemed 
distinction of being a Diplomate of the American Board 
of Orofacial Pain, Fellow of the American Academy of 
Orofacial Pain and Fellow of the American Academy of 
Craniofacial Pain. 
 In 2012, Dr. Rainwater received the Mastership 
Award from the Academy of General Dentistry, one of 
the profession’s most distinguished honors awarded to 
less that 2 percent of dentists in the U.S. and Canada.

David C. Rainwater 
DDS, Pllc, MAGD
12929 Gulf Fwy., Suite 204

Houston, Tx. 77034 

281-484-3675

JFD student competes at rodeo 
By Jonathan Chapa

 J. Frank Dobie student Eliz-
abeth Shelley and her steer Mr. 
Sandman recently placed ninth 
at the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo’s scramble show 
medium weight category. 
 Shelley is a junior who 
wants to become a veterinar-
ian. She has competed in the 
HLSR’s junior market for the 
past three years with different 
animals including a lamb, pig, 
chickens and Mr. Sandman. 
 Shelley named Mr. Sand-
man, an 18-month-old Charo-

lais Simbrah cross steer, based 
on his color and because she 
wanted him to bring her dream 
of winning a ribbon or grand 
champion at  Houston contest.
 “I named him Mr. Sandman 
because of his color when I 
fi rst got him. Then my parents 
told me the song and I was like 
that fi ts me well. That is what 
I have always wanted to do,” 
Shelley said. Mr. Sandman 
was purchased using a gift cer-
tifi cate from last year’s HLSR 
calf scramble. Shelley’s steer 
is people-friendly, spoiled and 

loves horse cookies.
 In the calf scramble, 15 
calves are released into the are-
na for 30 students to capture. 
 The students who catch a 
calf are awarded a $1,750 cer-
tifi cate to purchase a registered 
beef heifer or market steer to 
show at the Livestock Show 
the following year.
 Out of all the animals Shel-
ley entered with, only Mr. 
Sandman is still in her pos-
session. Both Shelley and her 
steer will be going to the Harris 
County Show and State Fair of 
Texas in 2017.   
 The HLSR is a charita-
ble organization dedicated to 
benefi ting youth, supporting 
education and facilitating agri-
cultural practices through exhi-
bitions and presentations.

J. Frank Dobie student Elizabeth Shelley and her Charolais Simbrah cross steer Mr. 
Sandman placed ninth at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo’s scramble show 
medium weight. Photo submitted

Dobie student places at rodeo

 
 
   

 Holy Thursday April 13 Jueves Santo 
No Confessions  No Confesiones 

 

 7:00 pm  Bilingual Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

 11:15 pm   Night Prayer and close of Night Watch (in Parish Hall) 
 

 Good Friday April 14 Viernes Santo 

 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer  Laudes  

 3:00 p.m. Veneration of the Cross & Communion Service 

 6:00 p.m. English Stations of the Cross  

 7:30 p.m. Servicio con Veneración de la Cruz y Comunión   

  April 15  
No Confessions  No Confesiones 

 

 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer  Laudes 

 8:30 p.m. The Great Easter Vigil  La Gran Vigilia Pascual 

  April 16  

Holy Week at St. Luke 
11011 Hall Road, Houston, TX 77089 

 7:30 a.m. Mass in the Church 

 9:15 a.m. Mass in the Church 

 *9:30 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall 

11:15 a.m. Mass in the Church 

*11:30 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall 
1:00 p.m. Misa en Español en la Iglesia 

  

Shown, above, cutting the ribbon to the new splash pad at El Franco Lee Park 
are, left to right, South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce President Kay Bar-
bour,  Jacinto City Mayor Ana Diaz (Chris Diaz’s wife), Constable Chris Diaz, 
Justice of the Peace Jo Ann Delgado and County Commissioner Rodney Ellis.   

County offi cials cut ribbon

Harris County Com-
missioner Rodney Ellis 
(right) is shown persuad-
ing Leader publisher 
Marie Flickinger to try 
out the new splash pad 
at El Franco Lee Park 
at its grand opening on 
Saturday, April 8. Like 
many of the children who 
played in the water park 
that day, the pair are ful-
ly clothed, rather than in 
their bathing suits. See 
related photo on Page 1A. 
 
 Photo by David Ellison

Multiple children swarm County Commissioner Rodney Ellis (black suit), 
Constable Chris Diaz (rear) and county staff member Joseph Lee (red shirt) 
in search of a golden egg at the annual Easter egg hunt Saturday, April 8, at 
El Franco Lee Park.

Children search for golden egg

Local Harris County staff members joined the offi -
cial ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new splash pad 
at El Franco Lee Park on Saturday, April 8.  Shown 
above at the event are, left to right, (front row) 

Harris County staff joins celebration

Harris County offi cials open new splash pad, hold annual Easter egg hunt

Ellis,
Flickinger

get wet
Constable Chris Diaz (left) and 
County Commissioner Rodney El-
lis enjoy a good laugh at the annu-
al Easter egg hunt Saturday, April 
8, at El Franco Lee Park after chil-
dren jump the gun and begin their 
search before being told to do so. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Diaz, Ellis
enjoy a laugh

Andrea Usanga, Stephanie Gilder, Delsie Stoute, 
Commissioner Rodney Ellis, Constable Chris Diaz, 
Joseph Le, (back row) Resha Thomas, David Mat-
thews and Justice of the Peace Jo Ann Delgado.
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 SECTION B

SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

Now picking up from Fred 
Roberts Middle School

Coyotes in Region XIV
San Jacinto at Blinn

Thursday, April 13, 3 p.m., 2 games

San Jacinto hosts Blinn
Friday, April 21, 4 p.m., 2 games

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.com

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

LUBE • SERVICE • REPAIR

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/4/17.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.

We Can Cater Your Special Event!

www.texanbank.com

We Offer Mortgages
Competitive Rates • Fast And Convenient

12941 Gulf Freeway, Suite 100
Houston, Texas 77034

(281) 276-1800

Dobie High School senior Royce Hunter, the District 22-6A Most Valuable 
Player during the varsity boys’ basketball season, has been selected to com-
pete in the Houston Area Basketball Coaches Association All-Star Game 
May 4 at St. Thomas University in Houston. Tipoff is at 8 p.m. South Hous-
ton’s Jalen Amos is also among the invitees.

JFD’s Hunter to play HABCA

San Jacinto softball now 17-3;
Gonzalez takes over wins mark
 Niki Gonzalez has been 
every bit as good as ex-
pected since she joined the 
San Jacinto College soft-
ball program in the spring 
of 2015.
 A graduate of Baytown 
Sterling High School, 
Gonzalez elected to join 
her sister, Gabby Gon-
zalez, with the Coyotes. 
At the time, San Jacinto 
College head coach Kelly 
Saenz believed she was 
getting the latest in a long 
line of top-notch pitching 
talent.
 Turns out, Gonzalez 
might just be the best of 
all. As a freshman, she 
struck out 302 batters over 
the course of the season, 
smashing the previous re-
cord for a single season.
 With 27 wins as a fresh-
man, Gonzalez also put 

herself on pace to become 
the program’s all-time 
leader in career pitching 
wins.
 Gaining both wins in 
a double-header sweep 
over Lone Star-Port Ar-
thur April 7, Gonzalez did 
just that, moving to the top 
of the list with 53 career 
wins.
 That’s two more than 
previous record holder and 
current SJC pitching coach 
Kelsey McClain Walters, a 

Pasadena Memorial High 
School graduate.
 Of most importance, 
San Jacinto is 17-3 in con-
ference play and in terrific 
shape heading toward the 
postseason.
 Blinn leads the Region 
XIV South standings at 
14-2 but still has four 
games remaining with 
San Jacinto as well as 
two more with third-place 
Lone Star-Port Arthur to

Continued on Page 2B

State Soccer Tournament
6A Semifinals

Dobie boys (20-2-4)

vs. Arling. Sam Houston (21-2-2)

Friday, April 14, 5 p.m.

La Joya Jaurez Lincoln (30-3-1)

vs. Dallas Jesuit (20-3-1)
Friday, April 14, 7 p.m.

6A Championship
Saturday, April 15, 6:30 p.m.

All games played at 

Birkelbach Field, Georgetown 

A PISD first: Dobie boys’ soccer to state tournament
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 The greatest of the 

greats. That’s the claim 
this 2017 Dobie varsi-
ty boys’ soccer team can 

make after reaching the 
state tournament for the 
first time in program his-
tory. 
 Dobie defeated Chan-
nelview of District 21-6A 
via sudden death penalty 
kicks. The Longhorns’ 
shot-takers certainly 
did their part in the 7-6 
shootout win after a 2-2 
tie through regulation and 
the overtime periods.
 But it was junior Ra-
mon Cahue who saw his 
star shine brightest, stop-
ping a pair of Falcon tries 
in the shootout to help the 
Longhorns advance.
 The Longhorns reached 
state by getting some-
thing done that the 2011 
team could not do, win 
the regional title in a 
shootout.  
 That season, Dobie 
realistically outplayed 
Strake Jesuit throughout 
regulation and the two 
10-minute overtime ses-
sions yet fell apart in the 
shootout as Strake moved 
on to Georgetown. 

 There would be no such 
collapse this time. The 
Longhorns did miss one 
shot in the PK session, but 
Cahue was even better, 
stopping a pair of Chan-
nelview shots, including 

the last one of the session 
to give the Longhorns a 
thrilling victory.
 “We knew all along 
there was a chance we 
could get into a shootout 
situation at some point in 

the playoffs, and we were 
determined to win it this 
time,” said Dobie head 
coach Justo Manrique, 
who described the sud-
den-death scenario as a 
nightmare.
 Both Cahue and the 
Channelview goalkeeper 
were called for line vio-
lations in the shootout, re-
sulting in re-kicks for both 
teams. Whether the calls 
were correct or not, Dobie 
held on.
 With the shootout 
win came the Region III 
championship trophy, the 
first-ever for a Pasadena 
ISD varsity soccer pro-
gram.
 Dobie advanced to the 
Region III Final Four three 
other times, in 2009, 2011 
and 2013. That 2011 team 
made its way to the cham-
pionship game courtesy of 
a win over MacArthur.
 Manrique was MacAr-
thur’s head coach that 
season. He felt the pain of 
a semifinal loss, too, but 
gained redemption this go-

around.
 Manrique knows all 
about Dobie’s previous 
three Region III Final 
Four appearances leading 
up to now, but he cares lit-
tle about the past or those 
involved in it. He’s merely 
focused on this 2017 crew, 
some of whom began the 
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Warranty
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WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

 To celebrate the Dobie 
varsity boys’ soccer team’s 
Region III championship 
and subsequent trip to the 
Class 6A State Champion-
ship Tournament, Pasade-
na ISD superintendent Dr. 
DeAnn Powell has desig-
nated Thursday, April 13, 
as “Orange Out Day.”
 The South Belt com-
munity, including all of its 
Longhorn supporters, are 
encouraged to don orange 
attire to recognize the spe-
cial occasion.

Orange Out Day at JFD
 In accordance, Dobie 
principal Franklin Moses 
has scheduled a fun day of 
activities on campus prior 
to the team’s departure for 
Georgetown in the after-
noon.
 At Dobie, there will be a 
campus walk to help hon-
or the team. The school’s 
drumline will escort the 
team’s players through 
the hallways beginning 
at 10:30 a.m., and there 
will be a pep rally in the 
gymnasium at 1:30 p.m., 

which will come just prior 
to the team’s bus departure 
at 3 p.m.
 On game day Friday, 
April 14, the Longhorns 
will host Arlington Sam 
Houston at 5 p.m. at Birke-
lach Field in Georgetown. 
 For those who cannot 
attend, the game will be 
live streamed at www.NF 
HSNetwork.com.
 The Class 6A state 
championship match is set 
for Saturday, April 15, at 
6:30 p.m.

journey in 2014 with Man-
rique when he took over 
the program.
 “My reflection at this 
point is that I just love my 
guys,” Manrique said. 
 “We were just not go-
ing to let each other down. 
It was a grueling match 
against Channelview. That 

is the greatest team that 
we have faced all season. 
They had a team with a 
spirit that would never die.
 “We got in late after the 
match with Seven Lakes 
(the second of two Region 
III semifinals the night 
prior), then had to be back 

Continued on Page 6B

State Bound!
His teammate charging in from 
midfield, Dobie goalkeeper Ra-
mon Cahue cradles the ball in 
disbelief as his stop of a Chan-
nelview shootout try sent the 
Longhorns to the state tourna-
ment for the first time in school 
history. Cahue was the star in 
the shootout, leading the locals 
to a 7-6 win following a 2-2 tie 
through regulation and two over-
times.           Photo by John Bechtle

Netters Le, Neira to regionals
 Thanks to a gut-check 
effort from the mixed dou-
bles team of Hellen Le and 
Luis Neira, the Dobie var-
sity tennis team will have 
representation at the Re-
gion III Championships.
 Le and Neira dropped 
the first set to the sec-
ond-seeded team from 
Deer Park but then fought 
back for a 2-6, 6-4, 7-5 
win in the playback match 
at the District 22-6A 
Championships April 8, at 
Deer Park High School.
 Le, a senior, and Nei-
ra, a sophomore, had not 
teamed together much 
during the 2016-2017 sea-
son, yet were at their best 
when it mattered most.
 Now, the duo will rep-
resent the Longhorns be-
ginning Tuesday, April 18, 
in the Region III Champi-
onships at Deer Park High 
School’s South campus.
 While the Dobie pair is 
likely to face a tough first-
round match at regionals, 
making it to this point is a 
tremendous achievement, 
said Dobie coach Manuel 
Moreno Jr.
 “Hellen and Luis were 
down 4-3 in the second 
set and 5-4 in the third 
set, and won three straight 
games in both of those sets 

to win the match as the 
No. 4 seeds,” Moreno said. 
 “At this point in the 
season, it’s all about win-
ning the big points in key 
games, and they did that, 
particularly late in the 
match. I’m real happy for 
and proud of both of them. 
It’s a tremendous accom-
plishment.”
 With the exception of 
one bracket, Deer Park 
held down the No. 1 and 
No. 2 seedings in each of 
the others, including boys’ 
singles and doubles, girls’ 
doubles and mixed dou-
bles.
 To advance to region-
als, singles players and 
doubles teams from oth-
er schools were going to 
have to go through the 
Deer to advance at some 
point.
 Le and Neira drew a 
first-round by and then 
defeated a team from 
West Brook 6-2, 6-3 in 
the quarterfinals. The lo-
cals lost 6-0, 6-0 to the top 
seeds from Deer Park in 
the semifinals in a match 
Moreno said was closer 
than the score indicated.
 In the third-place 
match, Dobie downed Me-
morial 2-6, 6-1, 6-1, then 
came back to beat Deer 

Park to advance to region-
als.
 Dobie was not as fortu-
nate in some of the other 
brackets.
 Leilani Vargas of Do-
bie, the No. 2 seed in
 Continued on Page 2B
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Lajaunie tennis coming 
 The 2017 Darren Lajaunie Memorial Tennis Tour-
nament will now be held at the Harry Taylor Tennis 
Center in Pasadena formerly known as Strawberry 
Park, April 28-30. The DLTSF will continue to award 
college scholarships to the seniors on the Dobie High 
School tennis team, in addition to qualifying members 
of the Harry Taylor Tennis Center.
 The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund vol-
unteers are finalizing plans for its 6th annual memori-
al tennis tournament, set to make its first appearance 
at the Harry Taylor Tennis Center.
 Darren Lajaunie began his tennis career playing 
tennis at Dobie High School and graduated co-vale-
dictorian in 1984. Members of the Dobie tennis team 
will be awarded entry fees to play in the tournament in 
his honor.
 Lajaunie lost his battle with melanoma May 3, 
2011. This scholarship fund and tournament is a way 
to honor his memory by helping junior tennis players 
enjoy tennis and assist with their education in college. 
 He was an electrical engineer graduate from the 
University of Texas in Austin, and a pillar of the com-
munity while working at the Johnson Space Center. 
Lajaunie was also dedicated and passionate for his fa-
vorite pastime of playing tennis.
 All players will receive a tournament T-shirt, a lug-
gage tag and enjoy a complimentary opening morning 
breakfast snack.
 A free lunch will also be available for players and 
spectators, donated by the Lajaunie family.  The Dar-
ren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund volunteers are 
busy seeking donors and silent auction items.  
 Opening ceremonies, including a scholarship 
awards dinner and silent auction, will be held Friday, 
April 28. There will be several camp scholarships as 
well as two college scholarships awarded to HTTC ju-
nior tennis players. Dinner tickets are now on sale and 
are $15.
 Opening night special activities this year include 
HTTC hosting a complimentary cardio tennis clinic 
for adults, and a children’s clinic full of fun tennis 
games for ages 12 and under.  There will also be plen-
ty of giveaway prizes.
 Tickets may be purchased at the HTTC or on the 
DLTSF website at present. In May, the Dobie recipi-
ents will be awarded their scholarships at the school. 
Entry fee for the tournament is: $35 for singles; 
$22.50 per player for doubles. Players may also regis-
ter at www.setteo.com. Registration deadline is April 
14.
 The tournament will begin Saturday, April 29, at 8 
a.m. and finish the next afternoon, with trophy presen-
tations at the conclusion of each division of play.
 Silent auction items this year include an auto-
graphed tournament T-shirt from the band Los Lobos, 
an autographed polo shirt from retired race car driver 
Mario Andretti and current Indy race car driver Marco 
Andretti (grandson), an autographed picture from the 
Houston Rockets, dance lessons from the Fred Astaire 
Dance Studio in Clear Lake and much more.
 The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund 
website at www.DLtennisscholarships.com includes 
pictures from last year’s tournament and information 
on this year’s tournament, sponsorship opportunities, 
scholarship details and more. 
 Those who would like to donate may also do so on 
the website. The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship 
Fund is a nonprofit corporation, and all donations are 
tax deductible. 
 Donations may now be made via the website with 
a credit card or one may mail a check or money order 
to: Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund, 3106 
Mossy Elm Court, Houston, Texas, 77059, or contact 
Camille Lajaunie, committee chairperson at cjlajau 
nie@gmail.com with any questions.

SB Dolphins offer registration
 The Southbelt Dolphins of the Bay Area Football 
League has set upcoming registration dates for the 
2017 season, with practices starting in July. 
 The registration dates include April 22, May 20, 
and June 24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sagemont 
Community Center. Games begin in August, and the 
regular season runs into November.

SJC’s Davis picks UH hoops
 Corey Davis, who helped lead the San Jacinto 
College men’s basketball team to the national quar-
terfi nals, is set to continue his education and playing 
career at the University of Houston.
 Davis, a graduate of Lafayette High School in 
Louisiana, fi elded offers from several big-time Divi-
sion I programs before deciding to join head coach 
Kelvin Sampson and his program at Houston.
 In helping San Jac to a 33-2 fi nish this season, Da-
vis averaged more than 17 points per game, making 
46 percent of his 3-point tries.

Dobie VB sets youth training
 Dobie varsity volleyball head coach and staff 
members will host a series of youth training sessions 
for current fi fth- and sixth-grade students. The ses-
sions will be held on Wednesdays from 5 to 7 p.m., 
including April 19, April 26, May 3, May 10, May 
17 and May 24.
 Staff members will provide training in all phases 
of the game, including serving, setting, passing, hit-
ting, blocking, etc. Team offensive and defensive 
concepts will be covered. 
 Pasadena ISD does not provide medical insurance 
to students for these types of events, so parents will 
be responsible for providing their own insurance. 
For additional information, call Sexton at 832-509-
7269 or direct email to her at dgutierrez2@pasade 
naisd.org.

Area sports, news

Sports Calendar
SOCCER

Friday, April 14
State Semifinals

Dobie varsity boys Arling. Houston, Georgetown, 5:00

Monday, April 17
Thompson 7th girls host Bondy, 5:00

Thompson 8th girls host Bondy, 6:00

Beverly Hills 7th girls at Southmore, 5:00

Beverly Hills 8th girls at Southmore, 6:00

Tuesday, April 18
Thompson 7th boys at Bondy, 5:00

Thompson 8th boys at Bondy, 6:00

Beverly Hills 7th boys host Southmore, 5:00

Beverly Hills 8th boys host Southmore, 6:00

SOFTBALL
Thursday, April 13

Dobie varsity at Deer Park, 6:30

Dobie JV at Deer Park, 4:30

Tuesday, April 18
Dobie varsity at La Porte, 6:30

Dobie JV at La Porte, 4:30

Friday, April 21
Dobie varsity hosts Memorial, 4:00, Dobie

Dobie JV at Memorial, PISD, 4:30

BASEBALL
Thursday, April 13

Dobie varsity vs. Rayburn, Maguire, 4:00

Brook varsity at Clear Springs, 7:00

Brook JV hosts Clear Springs, 7:00

Brook sophomores host Clear Springs, 4:30

Tuesday, April 18
Dobie varsity vs. Pasadena, Maguire, 7:00

Brook varsity at Alvin, Nolan Ryan Field, 7:00

Friday, April 21
Dobie varsity hosts Deer Park, Dobie, 4:00

Brook varsity hosts Alvin, 7:00

Brook JV at Alvin, Nolan Ryan Field, 7:00

 Just about a week ago, 
Dobie had seemed to have 
backed its way into a cor-
ner.
 A rather ugly 12-0 
run-rule loss to Memorial 
April 4 left the Longhorns 
at 3-4 through the first half 
of district play.
 To make matters worse, 
Deer Park, La Porte and 
Memorial had cruised 
through the first half of 

league play, essentially 
qualifying for the postsea-
son early.
 For Dobie, the task was 
rather easily defined if not 
achieved. The Longhorns 
needed to defeat Beaumont 
West Brook and South 
Houston in consecutive 
games  in order to rebuild 
its fading playoff hopes. 
Consider it half done.
 Dobie got back to 

even at 4-4 with a big 
win against West Brook. 
The Longhorns were then 
rained out, as was most of 
the action in the area, for 
April 12. 
 The Longhorns, weath-
er pending, played at 
South Houston April 11, 
after press time.
 Dobie 6

West Brook 3
 Three runs in the bot-
tom of the fifth turned the 
trick against the Bruins 
April 7 at Dobie.
 Zach Frias had three 

hits and drove in a pair of 
runs. 
 On the mound, Euro 
Diaz Jr. went the first five 
innings, and Dejuan Dix-
son came on late. 
 Longhorn pitchers al-
lowed just two hits while 
Dobie swept the season 
series against the Bruins.
 Now at 5-4 with five 
district games remaining, 
the Longhorns need only 
to avoid potential road-
blocks in games down the 
stretch against Rayburn 
and Pasadena to advance 

to the playoffs.
 While reaching any 
better than the No. 4 play-
off seed at this point may 

Longhorn varsity baseball now controls playoff chances

Lady Horns still hold second place

Dobie softball to face tough trio to close out 22-6A
the Lady Mavs still having 
a chance to get even with 
Dobie.

Dobie 14
Rayburn 4

 Allison Bravo contin-
ued her late-season surge 
with three hits as the Lady 
Longhorns made quick 
work of Sam Rayburn 
April 7, at the Pasadena 
ISD Complex.

 Bravo, who will contin-
ue her education and play-
ing career at San Jacinto 
College beginning this 
fall, smacked two triples 
and drove in two runs in 
the easy win.
 Dobie put the game 
away for good in the fifth 
inning, scoring eight times 
to take a commanding 
lead.

 Taylor Pleasants came 
up with a home run in the 
game, and starting pitch-
er Kristoff, also headed 
to San Jacinto College, 
doubled and tripled in the 
game.
 Yvonne Whaley had 
another two-hit game, and 
Kristoff allowed just one 
earned run while fanning 
six over five innings.

 Dobie will make the 
playoffs. There is no 
question about that after 
the Lady Longhorns have 
made their way to 9-1 in 
the standings with four 
games remaining.
 After playing Pasadena 
after press time April 12, 
Dobie will now head to 
Deer Park Thursday, April 
13 to take on unbeaten 

Deer Park. While Deer 
Park has handled the rest 
of the District 22-6A field 
with ease to this point, the 
Lady Longhorns are look-
ing for the upset.
 If not, things will get 
a bit tougher. The Lady 
Longhorns travel to La 
Porte Tuesday, April 18, 
for a rematch with the 
Lady Bulldogs, who will 

likely finish fourth.
 In the first round of dis-
trict play, Dobie defeated 
La Porte 4-0, getting each 
of its runs in the first in-
ning, then letting starting 
pitcher Michelle Kristoff 
handle the rest.
 The most likely scenar-
io has Dobie hosting Me-
morial on the final day of 
the regular season, with 

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Another harmless Pas-
adena ISD opponent, and 
another big win. With that 
in mind, now the Dobie 
varsity girls’ softball team 
has to close out the regu-
lar season with a tough 
stretch of three games 
against teams that are also 
headed to the playoffs.

District 22-6A Standings
Varsity Baseball

(As of April 13)
 
 Teams  W  L
 Deer Park  7 1
 La Porte  7 1
 Memorial  6 2
 Dobie  4 4
 South Houston  4 4
 West Brook  3 5
 Rayburn  2 6
 Pasadena  2 6

SJC softball to deal with Blinn in Region XIV
game. Gonzalez was great 
throughout the game, al-
lowing just four hits while 
fanning 11.
 In the nightcap, SJC 
scored a 6-1 victory. Riley 
Bullen went 2 for 3 with 
a home run, and Deleon 
went 2 for 4 with a pair of 
runs driven in.
 Hernandez and McHen-
ry doubled in the game to 
set the table for run-scor-
ing chances.
 In the circle, Gonzalez 
allowed no earned runs 
and struck out eight more. 
She leads the nation in 
victories with 26 at pres-
ent, and her 205 strikeouts 
ranked her second nation-

ally. 
 San Jacinto is now 34-
16 overall this season.

No luck with LSU-E
 San Jacinto has had an 
ongoing series with Di-
vision II power LSU-Eu-
nice, with LSU-Eunice 
holding a solid advantage 
in the win-loss column.

LSU-Eunice 7
San Jacinto 6

 Bullen doubled twice, 
and Damian, Doherty and 
Taylor McHenry also dou-
bled, but LSU-Eunice won 
the game 7-6.
 LSU-E also won the 
second game, 9-2, with 
Taylor Office driving in 
two.

Continued from Page 1B
end the season. San Jacin-
to College has put itself in 
great shape in the stand-
ings thanks to a pair of big 
wins at Lamar State-Port 
Arthur.
 With Gonzalez setting 
the college’s all-time win 
record, San Jacinto won 
the opener by a 2-0 count 
over the Seahawks.
 SJC scored a run in the 
top of the fifth inning and 
another in the top of the 
sixth inning to come away 
with the shutout victory.
 Missy Hernandez had 
a pair of hits, and Shelbi 
Doherty and Dani Da-
mian drove in runs in the 

Jacqueline Garcia and her Lady Longhorns have 
four games remaining in the regular season, includ-
ing three against fellow playoff contenders as the 
District 22-6A goes down to the wire.

District 22-6A Standings
Varsity Softball

(As of April 12)
 
Teams  W  L
 Deer Park 10 0
 Dobie   9 1
 Memorial  8 2
 La Porte  6 4
 West Brook  3 7
 Rayburn  2 8
 South Houston  2 8
 Pasadena  0 10

prove to be too difficult to 
achieve, the Longhorns do 
have home games coming 
against frontrunners Deer 

Park and La Porte prior to 
the regular season finale at 
Memorial. It’s down to a 
six-game stretch.

Region XIV Standings
South Division

Teams  W  L
 Blinn 14  2
 San Jacinto  17  3
 LS-Port Arthur 13  7
 Galveston 10  8
 Alvin  5 13
 Laredo  2 14
 Coastal Bend  1 15

Clear Brook baseball moves into second place
 All action in the league 
was rained out April 11, 
with teams set to resume 
play April 12, after press 
time.
 Clear Brook, standing 
at 5-3, trails frontrunner 
Dickinson (7-1) and is one 
game in front of four other 
teams. 
 The Wolverines still 
have two remaining games 
each with Clear Springs, 
Alvin and Dickinson, a 
series that closes out the 
regular season. 

 The Wolverines took a 
one-game edge over those 
four opponents courtesy of 
a 2-1 win  over last-place 
Clear Lake April 7, at 
Clear Brook.
 Evan Albright delivered 
the walk-off hit in the bot-
tom of the eighth inning, 
with relief pitcher A.J. 
Winger earning the win.
 Clear Lake, which is 
0-8 in the standings, had 
tied the game by scoring a 
run in the top of the sev-
enth inning. 

District 24-6A Standings
Varsity Baseball

(As of April 13)

Dickinson 7-1; Clear Brook 5-3; 

Clear Springs 4-4, Clear Falls 

4-4, Alvin 4-4, Friendswood 4-4, 

Clear Creek 4-4, Clear Lake 0-8.

 Make no mistake, there 
is a long way to go before 
the District 24-6A varsi-
ty baseball picture comes 
clearly into focus.
 But to this point, Clear 
Brook is more than hold-
ing its own with six games 
remaining for all of the 
teams in the mix.
 Trouble is, as well as 
the Wolverines have navi-
gated the first eight games 
of the 24-6A chase, the 
toughest stretch may yet 
lie ahead.

Cook, Davis grab 22-6A track/fi eld titles
April 10, but those results 
were not available as of 
press time.
 The 22-6A and the 42-
6A running event finals 
were held April 12, after 
press time. The 22/24-6A 
area meet is April 20, at 
Challenger Stadium.

and also made his way to 
regionals. So far, so good 
for Davis, who is also ex-
pected to take part in the 
hurdles.
 In the shot put, Davis 
came away with a top 
throw of 50 feet, 10 1/4” 
to win the event easily. 
 Moving ahead to the 
discus, Davis delivered a 
first-place throw of 140’4,” 
with teammate Brandon 
Flores placing third with a 
throw of 134’6.”
 For the Lady Long-
horns, Ladayijah Cook 
also won a district title, as 
she was the lone partici-
pant to clear 5’5” in the 
high jump for that crown.
 Elsewhere in the field 
events, Jacoby Davis will 
return to the area meet in 
the high jump as his top 
leap of 6’0” was fourth in 
the high jump.
 Also for the Lady Long-
horns, Victoria Onozie 
placed second in the dis-

cus with a throw of 110’7,” 
and teammate Jamesetta 
Seals placed third with a 
throw of 106’11.”
 In the shot put, Seals 
made her way to the area 
competition after plac-
ing third with a throw of 
33’5 1/2,” and Kiera Wells 

also advanced after taking 
fourth place at 32’9 1/4.”
 A leap of 17’0 1/4” 
placed Erin Flemings third 
in the long jump, and Jade 
Giron was third in the high 
jump as she cleared 5’0.”
 The District 24-6A field 
events were also contested 

 The field events at the 
District 22-6A varsity 
track and field meet were 
contested April 10, and al-
ready several Dobie Long-
horns have qualified for 
area-round  competition.
 The top four individual 
event and relay finishers 
in each of the state’s dis-
trict’s will qualify for area 
competition.
 Those who qualify from 
District 22-6A will vie  
against those from Dis-
trict 21-6A in area-round 
action Thursday, April 20, 
at Galena Park ISD Stadi-
um. The field events will 
be held beginning at 2:30 
p.m., with the running 
events coming at 6 p.m.
 As expected, the Long-
horns’ Jeremy Davis was 
the 22-6A champion in 
both the discus and shot 
put events.
 The Dobie senior was 
a regional and area-round 
participant last season, 

Dobie netters strong at 22-6As
Continued from Page 1B
girls’ singles, wound up in 
third place.
 After a first-round bye, 
Vargas, a junior, defeated 
Sam Rayburn’s Daniella 
Hernandez 6-1, 6-0. In a 
key semifinal duel, Vargas 
lost 6-2, 6-1 to La Porte’s 
Laurie Cerrone.
 For third place, Vargas 
downed La Porte’s Alycia 
Allen by a 6-1, 6-2 count.
 Mylan Phan and Ann 
Truong defeated Pasadena 
in straight sets in the first 
round, won by default in 
the quarterfinals of girls’ 

doubles, but then lost 6-2, 
6-0 in the semifinals to 
Deer Park.  
 “Big” Tommy Nguyen 
and Steven Phan finished 
third in boys’ doubles. 
Entering play as the No. 
3-seeded team, Nguyen 
and Phan beat Memorial 
6-1, 6-1 in the quarterfi-
nals and then won the first 
set 6-1 against Deer Park 
before losing 6-3, 6-3.
 For third place, the 
Longhorns downed Me-
morial 6-2, 4-6, 7-5.
 So now it’s off to re-
gionals. A season ago, the 

Dobie team went in sup-
port of boys’ singles play-
er Luis Cabreja.
 This time around, it’s 
Le and Neira playing in 
the big tournament. For 
Le, it’s an outstanding way 
to close out her career at 
Dobie.
 For Neira, it’s a chance 
to make a big splash as he 
prepares for his final two 
varsity seasons at Dobie.
 At press time, the time 
of Le and Neira’s first-
round match at regionals 
had yet to be established 
via a coaches’ meeting.

Dobie defeated Beaumont 
West Brook 6-3 April 7 to 
earn a big District 22-6A 
victory and sweep the sea-
son series against the Bru-
ins. Euro Diaz Jr. started 
the game and went fi ve 
innings for the win, and 
reliever Dejuan Dixson 
(shown) pitched an inning 
for the save, picking up a 
pair of strikeouts.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 13
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – Second Thursday 
of the month, 9:30 a.m., Praise Chapel, 18516 Hwy. 3 in 
Webster. Public welcome and encouraged to bring others. 
For details, call 281-910-1971.

10 a.m.
Fun Bunch – for senior citizens, ages 55 and older, meets 
the second Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. at the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce, 10500 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For details, call Ronn Canon at 281-610-8999 or the 
chamber at 281-481-5516.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American 
Business Women’s Association-South meets the second 
Thursday, Spring Creek Barbeque, 9005 Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland. Lunch is 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. ($20). 
Includes networking with professional business women 
and guest speaker. Women of all ages/occupations invited. 
Bring business cards. Reservations appreciated. Visit 
www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday 
night service beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 
6 p.m. followed by a praise, worship and prayer service at 
7 p.m. at 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Afterward both pastors 
lead a Bible study in English and Spanish. Everyone is 
welcome.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom’s – Rabbi Stuart Fede-
row hosts free discussions on Judaism and religion in 

general, open to the public, second Thursdays, at Victor’s, 
1425 NASA Pkwy., (next to “space” McDonald’s). This is 
the conservative synagogue in the Bay Area. For details, 
contact the synagogue offi ce at 281-488-5861 or at csh@
shaarhashalom.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, 
call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

FRIDAY, APRIL 14
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, noon, 
Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 12005 
County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-856-
1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not alone, and dis-
cover choices available. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, Saturdays, 
7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-
8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or drop 
in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association – bluegrass music 
show and jam session on the third Saturday (except 
December.) Stage show is at 7 p.m. Pickers may bring 
instruments and come early. Free. Johnny Arolfo Civic 
Center, 300 Walker, League City. For details, visit http://
www.bayareabluegrass.org.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

SUNDAY, APRIL 16
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, call 281-487-
8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to RSVP 
for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For 

details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, 
call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

MONDAY,  APRIL 17
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of 
church. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

10:30 a.m.
Seniors and Law Enforcement Together – SALT meet-
ings are 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., Madison Jobe Senior Center, 
1700 East Thomas St., Pasadena on the third Monday. No 
December meeting. January meeting is on the second 
Monday. Meetings start timely and teach seniors how to 
avoid identity theft, scams, fraud, etc. Police officers and 
sheriffs may be in attendance. Free. Refreshments served. 
For details, call 713-477-0175.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 
1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship 
Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or 
drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

2 p.m.
Genealogy Group – The Parker Williams Genealogy 
Group meets from 2 to 4 p.m. on the fi rst and third Mon-
days at the Parker Williams Library, Beamer at Scarsdale. 
The public is invited to attend. For details, email Liz Hicks 
at erootrot@usa.net. 
 Continued on Page 4B
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 Dobie High School 
graduate Sharonda Mc-
Donald is continuing her 
ascension in the women’s 
softball ranks – both colle-
giately and professionally.
 The 2003 Dobie grad-
uate, currently in her sec-
ond season as an assistant 
coach at the University of 
Florida, has been named 
the head coach of the Chi-
cago Bandits,  one of the 
most successful organiza-
tions in the National Pro 
Fastpitch League.
 The pro coaching role 
includes time away from 
the University of Florida 
program in the summer 
months and in no way will 
affect her duties with the 
Gators.
 McDonald, who played 
collegiately at Texas A&M 
University, is taking over a 
Bandits team that has won 
the NPFL’s championship 
award – the Cowles Cup 
– in each of the last two 
seasons. 
 Overall, the Bandits 
have won four league 
championships since the 
Cowles Cup was intro-
duced in 2004.
 One of three McDonald 
siblings to star within the 
Dobie program along with 
Krystal and Iver McDon-
ald, Sharonda has simply 
done little but excel with-
in the game no matter the 
level or role.

 At A&M, McDonald 
still owns program records 
for career runs scored 
(195) and career stolen 
bases (153). She owns the 
team records in both cat-
egories for an individual 
season as well.
 One of the few players 
to earn All-Big 12 hon-
ors in each of her four 
seasons, she is second on 
TAMU’s list for career hits 
with 249. 
 Her 73 consecutive 
stolen bases at one point 
in her career still has 
McDonald tied for the 
best-ever mark.
 Following the comple-
tion of a very successful 
collegiate career, McDon-
ald also had a terrific ca-
reer in professional soft-
ball, including the NPF. 
She ended her playing ca-
reer in 2014.
 McDonald was a three-
time All-NPF selection 
and garnered the presti-
gious Diamond Spikes 
Award after hitting .303 
with 13 steals during the 
2012 campaign.
 Now done playing, Mc-
Donald has already left 
her mark on several top 
programs.
 Prior to landing at the 
University of Florida in 
the summer of 2015, Mc-
Donald coached at Texas 
Southern University, Ohio 
University, Louisiana 

State University and Texas 
Tech University.
 McDonald, considered 
one of the bright young 
minds in the game, is pri-
marily responsible for the 
development of the out-
fielders at the University 
of Florida, which is cur-
rently ranked No. 3 in the 
nation.
 McDonald’s profes-
sional coaching respon-
sibilities don’t figure to 
interfere with her duties at 
Florida as the NPF season 
gets underway in June and 
concludes in August. 
 Chicago Bandits’ gen-
eral manager Toni Calm-
eyn said McDonald’s 
name was at the top of 
the Bandits’ list during its 
coaching search. 
 “We are excited to have 
Sharonda McDonald join 
the Bandits program,” 
Calmeyn said. 
 “She comes highly rec-
ommend by her peers and 
when it came to filling 
our head coaching posi-
tion, she was the first and 
foremost candidate that 
we looked at when going 
through this process. 
 “The amount of knowl-
edge and experience that 
she has gained through 
having a successful play-
ing career in the NPF and 
now most recently as an 
assistant coach at Florida; 
it gives us the utmost con-

Representing the South Belt Girls Softball Asso-
ciation, the South Belt Rage captured third place 
honors at the SBGSA’s Trophy Hunt tournament 
April 1 at El Franco Lee Park. The Rage fi rst de-
feated the South Belt Jawbreakers 6-2 and the 
Pasadena Crushers 8-3 in pool play, then defeat-
ed the Jawbreakers once more. Despite a loss, the 
Rage climbed back to take third place courtesy of 

a 6-3 win over the South Houston Outlawz. Mem-
bers of the team are, left to right, (front row) GiGi 
Abrego, Malia Landingin, Rae Rae Roman, Sal-
yssa Soto, (middle row) Erica Gonzales, Jennifer 
Lopez, Marisol Valadez, (back row) coach Mike 
Jimenez, Ally Davis, Micaela Jimenez, Loren Gar-
cia, Skylar Galvan and coach Eric Gonzales.

Rage earns third place at SBGSA’s Trophy Hunter

Dobie grad McDonald takes on pro coaching role
fidence that she is the right 
fit to lead the Bandits.”
 McDonald, of course, is 
excited to add to her led-
ger while also testing the 
waters at the professional 
coaching level.
 “First, I would just like 
to say thank you to Ban-
dits’ general manager Toni 
Calmeyn for allowing me 
to have this opportunity,” 
McDonald said.

 “I am humbled and ex-
cited to be back as a part of 
the NPF and such a histor-
ic program like the Ban-
dits’ organization.  After 
having spent several years 
in the league as a player, 
to have the chance to gain 
more experience work-
ing with so many talented 
players is something that 
I look forward to in the 
coming months.” 

Brook bowler King to debut within Ottawa University program in 2017-2018

Clear Brook High School varsity bowler Danny King (seated center) will con-
tinue his education and bowling career at Ottawa University in Ottawa, Kan., 
after inking a letter of intent with the Braves’ program. King was joined at 
the signing by, left to to right, (seated) Darryl King (father), Pamela King 
(mother), (standing) Cecil Rutherford (Brook coaching staff), Roxy Casas 

Class of 2003

Sharonda McDonald

(Brook coaching staff) and Dario Vacarro (Brook coaching staff). King was  
given Clear Brook’s King Pin Award this season recognizing skill, atten-
dance and contributions within the program. Ottawa University is starting 
its men’s and women’s bowling programs from scratch and will begin play in 
2017-2018, with King part of head coach Geoff Poston’s fi rst recruiting class.

Dobie High School class of 2003 graduate Sharonda McDonald has excelled at 
every level of softball, both as a player and coach. She was a four-year starter 
at Texas A&M University and went on to enjoy a standout pro career in the Na-
tional Pro Fastpitch League. Currently an assistant coach at the University of 
Florida, McDonald will also coach the NPF’s Chicago Bandits’ team this sum-
mer.                                                                       Photos by Tim Casey/UF athletics
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Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
The Community Club – meets the third Wednesday, monthly, at Gold-
en Corral, 4021 Spencer Hwy., in Pasadena. Social time is 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting is at 10 a.m. The club is a charitable organization of women 
helping the Salvation Army feed and care for homebound elderly/
disabled people, children and the homeless, providing scholarships 
for Bridge Over Troubled Water clients. Day trips may be scheduled, 
followed by a guest speaker/program with fellowship and lunch. New 
members and guests are invited. For information, email Jmopry@ya
hoo.com.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 
for details.

Noon
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets monthly, first and third 
Wednesday, noon, Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena. 
December may be an exception. For information, call Monica Montoya 
at 281-794-5531.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to practice 
ballroom dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m.  Wednesdays, 1001 E. League City 
Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity card. Help is 
available to assist learning dance moves. For details, call Neva 
Schroder at 417-838-2204.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet Mondays 
and Wednesdays, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. No fee to attend. Call Cris at 832-
724-4296 to register. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-2525 
(24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/sexual 
abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org 
for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, APRIL 20
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 for 
details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday night service 
beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 6 p.m. followed by a 
praise, worship and prayer service at 7 p.m. at 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Afterward both pastors lead a Bible study in English and Spanish. 
Everyone is welcome.

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A social group 
focused on the culture, music, heritage and language of Texas 
German immigrants. Meets the third Thursday, monthly, 6 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Visitors welcome. Call 281-481-1238 for details.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 7 
p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

Continued from Page 3B
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3:15 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech ther-
apy for adults with Parkinson’s, 3:15 to 4:45 p.m., Clear Lake 
Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for details.

6 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Age 50 and older meets the first and third 
Mondays for a potluck dinner with activities and/or guest speakers at 
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Pkwy. For details, call 
Margarita at 832-715-9658.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Come, 
improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for details.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet Mondays 
and Wednesdays, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. No fee to attend. Call Cris at 832-
724-4296 to register. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – Mondays at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland. 
Enter door next to recycling bins. For details, call 713-865-3668 or visit 
www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – gives coping skills in a non-
threatening environment to adults who have lost a loved one to sui-
cide. For details email LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or visit www.crisisho
tline.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.

7:30 p.m.
The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society – Meets the third Monday 
at Clear Lake Park Bldg., 5001 NASA Pkwy., Seabrook. Presenters 
explore topics such as fossils, planetary geology, mineralogy, lapidary, 
jewelry making, fossil and mineral collecting. Field trips to Texas col-
lecting sites and surrounding states. Interested persons welcome. 
Door prizes. Free parking. For details, visit www.clgms.org.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Monday, 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or $35/10 
sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 sessions for 
nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For details, contact 281-488-
5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Education 
Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call Russell at 832-483-
6715.

TUESDAY,  APRIL 18
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, 
a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For 
details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m., 
16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch is $15. Variety 
of interesting speakers. For details, call 281-900-7257. Email nalix@
texascitizensbank.com.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., For information, call 
Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
The National Active and Retired Federal Employees – NARFE 
Chapter 941 meets the third Tuesday, 2 p.m., El Franco Lee Park 
Community Center, 9500 Hall Rd. Visitors welcome. For details, call 
Roy at 713-734-1461. No meeting in Aug.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea 
Lark, 77062. For details/classes,  contact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@
sbcglobal.net or  281-488-6318.

6:30 p.m.
Breast Cancer Support Group – Meets monthly on the third Tuesday 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the lobby of the Clear Lake Regional Breast 
Diagnostic Center, 200 Medical Center Blvd., Suite 106, Webster. For 
details call 281-526-6840.
Pearland Area Republican’s Club – meets monthly on the third 
Tuesday (except December, June and July) at the Pearland Church of 
Christ Annex, 2217 N. Grand Blvd. in Pearland. For details, call Gary at 281-
993-8335.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Positive Interaction Program – meets the third Tuesday, 7 p.m., at 
Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria, first floor staff 
meeting room. PIP is police and citizens working together making 
neighborhoods safer. Bring a friend. For information, call Officer 
Richard Buitron at 281-218-3900.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
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clothes (size med), books, 
vases, teapots, misc. 4-13

MISCELLANEOUS
$10 TENNIS CLINIC - May 
6!!! San Jacinto College 
South. For registration, 
contact USPTA coach 
Edward Gonzales at 281-
870-3634, eddiestenni
sacademy@gmail.com or 
visit us at www.eddiesten-
nis.com 4-27
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three spac-
es, choice location Section 
206, lot 89, spaces 7, 8, 9. 
Call 281-487-7932. TF

SERVICES
HANDYMAN: Painting 
interior/exterior, sheet-
rock, wood fences, tree 
services, trimming and 
removal, mulch, lay fresh 
grass, weed flowerbeds, 
lawn service, pressure 
washing. Free Estimates. 
Ruben 832-406-0183  
 4-27
PIANO LESSONS: Mast-
er’s Degree, MTNA Pro-
fessionally Certified, 20+ 
years experience. Recitals, 
Guild, Gold Cup, classical 

CHILD CARE
IN-HOME CHILDCARE. 
Sageglen Subdivision. 
M-F, 7 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
infants/ toddlers. Abeka 
curriculum, yoga and 
Spanish. CPR, Refer-
ences available. Call 
Melinda 713-402-8591.  
 4-20

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
E s t i m a t e s . N e w 
Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician 
Not a Salesman. Call 
Harry 713-991-1355.  
 5-11
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, 
Suite 120, 281-481-0909. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com TF

GARAGE SALE
11507 SAGEHOLLOW 
Sat, April 15, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Huge Garage Sale. 
Hundreds of Ty Beanie 
Babies, early 90s baseball 
cards (unopened), ladies’ 
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MW Exclusive Hair Salon
Hair Stations for Lease

$100 per Week
For More Information Call 713-910-0089

Stylists and Barbers Welcome

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800

and other styles. 281-481-
6911 or  williamwells3427@
att.net 4-27
FREE PRESSURE WASH-
ING Estimates --> Spruce 
up for Spring/ houses, 
driveways, sidewalks, 
boats, etc. Call Scott at 979-
235-0645 (Don’t put it off).  
 4/27

We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

WANTED
HOUSTON
OILERS'

PROGRAMS OR TEAM PHOTOS 
FROM 1974 - 1976.

WOULD LIKE TO BUY OR MAKE COPY.
PLEASE CALL
281-481-0389

To submit items 
for the 

CALENDAR
at the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader 
send an email to: 

mynews@southbeltleader.com

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

– NEEDED –
experienced Part-time

BOOKKEEPER
Mon-Fri, 8 to 5

Please call 713-947-0544

Help bring “Flo” and 
her 2 kittens home. 
Last seen near Sage-
berry and Sagevale. 
If seen, please call 
281-412-7020, 281-
543-0753, or 903-
780-5643. She is 
greatly missed.
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Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance will
save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

281-692-1684MPL #18439

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

281-704-3373
russel.craig4@gmail.com

28 Years South Belt Resident • Local Dealer 14 Years
 Lower your Cable Bill • $100 Referrals • Professional Installation
Same Day Service • Internet Bundles Available

Authorized Dealer
Business & 
Residential

Home Automation

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 or 713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDSELLIOTT’S REMODELING

A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• PLUMBING • SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE 
• FENCES • GARAGE CONVERSION
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectric1111.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Licensed & InsuredAll Major Credit Cards Accepted!
MPL39885 

713-340-0404
www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP

24 Hour Emergency Service

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

SOURCE: Southbelt Leader | Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Minimum $250 Invoice. Limit 1 per Household. Cannot be combined with other offers or used towards 
Service Plan (BAM/AMP/CLUB) Purchase. Show at time of service. Call for Details. 

Alan O’Neill M-20628 | TACLA 31525E | TECL 30557

ANY Repair 
Plumbing
AC / Heating
Electrical

(281) 552-8357
www.AbacusPlumbing.net

SOURCE S hb l L d | Li i d Ti

$50
OFF

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

So
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No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information
281-484-4337

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

Looking to 
improve your yard 

the easy way?

Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your Lawn 
& Garden!

11555 
Beamer

281-
481-5656

LAWN & GARDEN

The Classifieds – read them and use them; 
They’re there when you need them!

FOR WHEN LIFE BRINGS 
YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection of professional service people 
who advertise there. You can compare and choose from among them in the 

SERVICES columns and be ready for anything shocking ahead! 

281-481-5656

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $1,000’s 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!
South Belt

AIR & HEAT INC.
Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Join us on Join us on 
Facebook!Facebook!

Get local 
news and 
updates 
between 
issues!

Support Leader Advertisers!

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Built Out 

VA & ADA experienced • 30 yrs. experience

832-891-4610We pride ourselves on 
quality workmanship.

Free 
Estimates

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

 WATER DAMAGE REPAIR  POWER WASHING 

Jim Elder

E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net
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Early Voting April 24 - May 2

Pol. Adv. Paid by John M
oon, Jr. Cam

paign

MMM

Repair Crumbling

Roads and Drainage

Balance Budget,

Low Taxes

Strengthen Our 

Police, Fight Crime

Provide Top-Quality 

Services For Everyone

Region III Dobie boys’ soccer headed to Class 6A state tournament

Three other Dobie varsity boys’ soccer teams tried but came up just shy at the 
Region III Final Four, but not this time. In a sudden death shootout, the Long-
horns defeated Channelview (7-6) after the two teams had played to a 2-2 tie 
through regulation and a pair of 10-minute overtime sessions, reaching state 
after a brilliant playoff runs. In fi ve playoff matches, the Longhorns trailed just 

once, a 1-0 early defi cit against Channelview. But the Longhorns fought back 
with goals from Bryan Nava and Israel Perez 30 seconds apart with roughly 
six minutes to play in the fi rst half. Although Channelview tied things on a goal 
with 10 minutes left in regulation, the Longhorns persevered in the shootout.

Photo courtesy Pasadena ISD

Continued from Page 1B
at the school at 11 a.m. to 
regroup and get prepared 
for Channelview. We were 
gassed. We didn’t start out 
really well, but we kept 
fighting.”

Title match a thriller
 Channelview, itself a 
shootout winner over Cy-
press Ridge in its regional 
semifinal, started the scor-
ing in the championship 
game on a goal off a free 
kick by Henry Estrada.  

 The score stayed that 
way until late in the first 
half as Bryan Nava and 
Israel Perez scored goals 
30 seconds apart for a 2-1 
Longhorn lead.
 The Longhorns were 
then just 10 minutes away 
from advancing to state in 
regulation when Estrada 
struck one more for the 
tie. Neither team gener-
ated much offense in the 
two overtimes, setting up 
the shootout.

 Channelview’s Laveal 
Gibson became somewhat 
of an overnight sensation 
as his play in goal helped 
lead the Falcons to an 11-
10 shootout win over Cy-
press Ridge in the semifi-
nals. 
 But Gibson, previously 
a competitor in multiple 
other sports before join-
ing the Falcons’ soccer 
program six months ago, 
had his struggles against 
Dobie.

 Gibson, in fact, was 
replaced after both teams 
had attempted five shots 
in the sudden death shoot-
out. Regardless, Dobie’s 
Cahue was the star of the 
shootout.

History begins
 Dobie didn’t even have 
a soccer program until the 
1984 season and never 
made much noise in the 
playoffs until 2009. Start-
ing that season, Dobie 
made three Region III Fi-
nal Four appearances in 
five years.
 Manrique took over the 

Dobie program prior to the 
2014 season. This current 
senior group, including 
four-year lettermen Ale-
jandro Flores, Andy Gar-
cia and Sabino Lozano, 
were freshmen that first 
season.
 Dobie was fourth in the 
district that 2013 season 
and lost in the first round 
of the playoffs to Deer 
Park. A year later, Do-
bie lost in the area round. 
North Shore stymied Do-
bie a season ago in the re-
gional quarterfinals before 
the Longhorns avenged 

that loss this season en 
route to the title.

What’s next
 The regional crown is 
truly special, but a Class 
6A state crown will be 
even better. If the Long-
horns can get past Ar-
lington Houston, a final 
against either La Joya 
Juarez Lincoln (30-3-1) 
or Dallas Jesuit (20-3-1) 
would ensue in the 6A 
matchup April 15 at 6:30 
p.m.
 Sam Houston, Dobie  
and La Joya Juarez Lin-
coln all lost in the regional 

quarterfinals a season ago, 
while Dallas Jesuit fell in 
the area round. The state 
championship path would 
seem to be wide open for 
the taking.
 As for Manrique and 
Dobie, he prefers the un-
derdog role. Despite win-
ning back-to-back district 
titles with unbeaten re-
cords entering this season, 
then earning a top-6 Re-
gion III ranking prior to 
the team’s opening game, 
Manrique feels as though 
other elite teams garnered 
more attention.

 Yet, it’s Dobie that is 
left standing as the Region 
III winner, something that 
has never previously been 
done in the program.
 “We’re going to give 
it everything we have to 
come back with a state 
title,” Manrique said. “We 
appreciate all of those 
who have supported us. 
It’s been a great journey to 
this point. Now we want to 
win the state title.”
Down goes Seven Lakes

 Dobie reached the Re-
gion III final by downing 
Seven Lakes 2-1 in the 

semifinal match April 7, 
also at Abshier Stadium.
 Flores, a team captain, 
notched the first goal with 
12 minutes, 36 seconds to 
go in the first half. 
 With less that five min-
utes to go in the first half, 
Kevin Hernandez found 
the nest as Dobie led 2-0. 
Seven Lakes got a goal 
from Raul Ekmeiro with 
19 minutes left, but the 
Longhorn defense held 
strong from there. 
 The special season sim-
ply continued from there 
with the win.

As the Region III championship shootout started against Channelview April 8, 
at Abshier Stadium, Longhorn teammates, from left, Sabino Lozano (9), Raul 
Hernandez (22), Andy Garcia (7) and Ivan Diaz (12) band together at midfield. 
The Longhorns went on to win the shootout by a 7-6 count, and the champion-
ship celebration began as Dobie qualified for the state tournament for the first 
time in program history.                                                        Photo by John Bechtle

Championship match is April 15, 6:30 p.m.

Dobie’s Alejandro Flores (at right, in white) goes airborne to score the Long-
horns’ first goal in an eventual 2-1 victory over Seven Lakes in the Region III 
semifinals April 7 at Abshier Stadium in Deer Park. Also in on the play for 
Dobie was Sebastian Leal (6) and Edwin Saldivar (10).

Photo by John Bechtle

At right, Dobie mid-
fi elder Sebastian Leal 
(6) and defender Ilsen 
Urrutia (3) encircle 
Channelview’s Rafael 
Limon (14) during the  
late stages of the Re-
gion III championship 
match April 8, at Deer 
Park ISD’s Abshier 
Stadium. The Dobie 
defense, along with 
goalkeeper Ramon Ca-
hue, allowed just two 
goals in four playoff 
matches spanning 320 
minutes of action. Al-
though Channelview 
held the only lead over 
Dobie in the playoffs, 
the Longhorns came 
back to take a 2-1 ad-
vantage. After a 2-2 
tie ended regulation, 
the two teams battled 
through a pair of ho-
hum overtimes before 
the shootout. That’s 
where Dobie took over 
to advance to state for 
the fi rst time in pro-
gram history. Dobie 
enters the state tourna-
ment at 20-2-4.

Photo by John Bechtle

State soccer
to live stream
 As has been the case 
through the entire Region 
III varsity boys’ soccer 
playoffs, Dobie is expect-
ing a large fan base to 
make its way to George-
town for the state semifi-
nal round that begins Fri-
day, April 14, at 5 p.m.
 For those fans who can-
not attend, there is a live 
stream viewing option 
available at www.NFH 
SNetwork.com.
 The website will 
broadcast action from the 
state tournament begin-
ning with the semifinals 
and carrying on through 
the championship round, 
which plays out April 15. 
The 6A final is set for 6:30 
p.m.


