
Email: mynews@southbeltleader.com www.southbeltleader.com Vol. 43, No. 11

Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

42 years of covering South Belt42 years of covering South Belt42 years of covering South Belt

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Council approves new floodplain regulations 
 Houston City Council voted 9-7 Wednesday, 
April 4, to approve tougher development rules 
for new homes built inside of the 500-year fl ood-
plain.
 The vote came after an unusually lengthy de-
bate of more than three hours.
 Mayor Sylvester Turner said in a press release 
that Council’s approval of his reform proposals 
was a major step forward for protecting lives and 
property in any future Houston fl oods. He also 
said the vote will send a strong signal to the na-
tion about how the city plans for its future.
 “It is a positive day and a defi ning moment 
for Houston,” Turner said. “We are being trans-
formational, becoming a more resilient city, and 
that means doing business in a way we have not 
done before.” 
 The new rules for future construction of 

homes and buildings in fl oodplains will take ef-
fect Sept. 1, close to the 1-year anniversary of 
Hurricane Harvey, which brought record-high 
rainfall to Houston, fl ooded hundreds of thou-
sands of dwellings and triggered the deaths of 
dozens of people in Harris County. 
 New construction will have to sit two feet 
above the 500-year fl oodplain, which is land 
predicted to fl ood during a once-every-500-
years storm (17-19 inches of rain in 24 hours). 
The soon-to-expire standard was set at one foot 
above the 100-year fl oodplain, land that is pre-
dicted to fl ood during a once-every-100-years 
storm (13-14 inches of rain in 24 hours).
 The current regulations proved inadequate for 
Harvey, which dumped up to 51inches of rain on 
the area. The new rules would have protected 90 
percent of the Houston homes that fl ooded last 

August, excluding those affected by water re-
leased from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers res-
ervoirs.
 The new ordinances will also require develop-
ment expansion projects to follow updated rules 
on providing rainwater retention areas.
 Turner said the city will now shift to develop-
ing ordinance changes this year for areas outside 
the fl oodplain and construction of infrastructure 
and drainage projects. The city will also contin-
ue to work with county, state and federal govern-
ments to fund and build fl ood mitigation proj-
ects, such as bayou widening and a third reser-
voir.
 Roy Wright, FEMA’s deputy associate admin-
istrator for insurance and mitigation, wrote to 
the mayor, “For the nation to be more resilient, 
many communities will take these forward-lean-

ing steps. We will be looking to Houston to lead 
the nation in its resilience and capacity to shape 
policies that keep citizens safe through all haz-
ards.”
 The mayor acknowledged that some local 
business interests opposed Wednesday’s City 
Council action with the argument that new con-
struction will cost more. But, he said, saving 
lives is worth the extra cost, and the reforms will 
assure new residents and businesses that Hous-
ton is more prepared for the next storms.
 “Unless we take constructive steps to mitigate 
the risk of fl ooding, why would business own-
ers want to make a signifi cant investment inside 
the city of Houston? They at least want to see us 
doing things that will protect them and their in-
vestment,” Turner said. “We are not going to put 
profi t over the lives of people.”

Cowgirls hold registration
 
 The Sagemont Cowgirls will hold drill 
team and mascot registration for the upcoming 
season Saturday, April 14, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the football fi eld at El Franco Lee 
Park. The Sagemont Cowgirl Drill Team is 
open to participants ages 8 through 13, and the 
Sagemont Cowgirl Mascots is open to partici-
pants ages 5 through 7. A $100 deposit is due 
at registration. For information, contact club 
president Denny Wranich at 281-785-8353.

PIP meets April 17
 
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive 
Interaction Program will meet Tuesday, April 
17, at 7 p.m. at Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital, 11800 Astoria, in the staff meeting 
room on the first floor. Guest speaker will be 
Officer Randy Farmer, who will speak on the 
issue of animal cruelty. PIP consists of police 
and citizens working together for safer neigh-
borhoods. For information, call HPD Officer 
Richard Buitron at 832-395-1776.

Gulf Freeway closures set 
 
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from FM-518 to FM-517 in League 
City will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Saturday, April 21. Alternate entrance 
and exit ramps will be closed.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on the 
Gulf Freeway from the IH-610 South Loop to 
Almeda Genoa Road will be closed daily from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Friday, April 27, (ex-
cluding weekends).
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 
to SH 96/League City Parkway daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Monday, Dec. 31. Alternate entrance 
and exit ramps will be closed.
 The northbound frontage road of the Gulf 
Freeway from FM 518 to NASA Bypass/NASA 
Road 1 will be continuously closed through 5 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 31. Traffi c traveling north on 
the frontage road will take the I-45 north main 
lanes from the FM 518 entrance to the NASA 
Road 1 exit.

Dolphins hold registration
 
 The Southbelt Dolphins football, cheer 
and drill teams will hold registration at the 
Sagemont Community Center, 11507 Hughes 
Road, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 28. Total cost is $300. Required deposit 
at registration is $150. For more information, 
call Raoul Garza at 281-481-7880.

Dobie band hosts car show
 
 The eighth annual Dobie Longhorn Band 
car show will take place Saturday, April 14, 
at Beverly Hills Intermediate, 11111 Beamer, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Rain-out date is April 
21. The event will feature live music, vendors, 
food, door prizes and a silent auction. Tro-
phies and dash plaques will be awarded to all 
winners. Registration will take place from 8 
to 11:30 a.m. Car and motorcycle entry fee is 
$25. The fi rst 50 entrants will receive a goodie 
bag and free T-shirt. Vendor slots are available 
for $25. All proceeds will benefi t the Dobie 
Longhorn Band. Admission is free and open 
to the public. For more information, email JF 
DobieBPO@gmail.com.

AARP offers free tax help 
 
 Volunteers from AARP Foundation Tax-
Aide will be available to answer questions and 
offer tax preparation at Parker Williams Public 
Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., on Mondays 
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. through 
April 16. This service is free and is available 
on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.
 Those seeking help should bring Social Se-
curity cards or other offi cial documentation for 
oneself and all dependents, last year’s income 
tax return, W-2 forms from each employer, un-
employment compensation statements, forms 
and other necessary forms to help the volun-
teer complete the return. For additional infor-
mation, visit aarp.org/taxaide.

Knights host blood drive
 
 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 
will host a blood drive at the St. Luke the 
Evangelist social hall on Sunday, April 15, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Melillo holds carnival
 
 Melillo Middle School will hold its 10th 
annual spring carnival on Friday, April 20, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Attractions include a dunk-
ing booth, an obstacle course, a rock wall, 
DJ music, a cake walk and silent auction bas-
kets. Concessions include turkey legs, sausage 
on a stick, snow cones, nachos, popcorn and 
chopped barbecue sandwiches.

Scouts host garage sale
 
 Boy Scout Venture Crew 692 will host a ga-
rage sale on Saturday, April 21, at 11202 Sage-
willow from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call Robert Mendoza, associate crew 
advisor, at 713-569-2970.

Frazier receives donations

Frazier Elementary has now received more than $385,000 worth of supplies, including 
books, furniture, iPads, laptops, snacks and other classroom materials from the charitable 
organization DonorsChoose. The group, with the help of a signifi cant donation from the 
virtual currency company Ripple, was responsible for funding roughly 50 different projects 
for Frazier. Students shown above sorting through recent deliveries are, left to right, April 
Sample, Blake Turnipseed, Ivannee Morales and Levyn Walker.  Photo submitted

Crashes continue at Beltway at Beamer

The intersection of Beamer and Beltway 8 continues to be a hot spot for automobile colli-
sions, with crashes taking place at an alarming frequency. A 2016 study based on data from 
the Texas Department of Transportation determined the intersection was the most dan-
gerous one in the South Belt community, ranking 66th in the entire state. According to the 
study, between 2012 and 2015, there were 77 accidents at the intersection, with a total of 66 
injuries. A crew from Houston Fire Department Station 70 is shown above responding to an 
accident in front of the Leader offi ce this past week.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Police still searching for H-E-B killers
 Nearly three months after the murder of That 
Huu Le in the parking lot of H-E-B at Blackhawk 
and Beltway 8, Houston police are still searching 
for his killers.
 According to police, the incident took place 
around 1:05 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 20. Le, 75, 
had reportedly been followed by two male sus-
pects to the store from a nearby Wells Fargo 
Bank, where he had made a cash withdrawal.
 As Le was exiting his vehicle, one of the sus-
pects approached him, and an altercation ensued. 
During the dispute, the suspect fi red multiple 
shots at Le.
 The suspects then fl ed the scene in an older 
model gold Infi niti, four-door sedan. The vehicle 
was later recovered by investigators.
 Le was transported to Clear Lake Regional 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead.
 The cash withdrawal was reportedly still in 
Le’s pocket when he was discovered.

 The suspects are described as two black males 
in their early to mid-20s. Surveillance footage 
from the H-E-B shows the shooter wearing a 
gray hoodie and black pants with a white stripe 
running down the leg. Surveillance footage taken 
from the bank shows the driver wearing a long-
sleeve gray Nike shirt, light-colored pants and 
white sneakers.
 Investigators said the driver was seen waiting 
in line at the bank but did not make a transaction. 
He reportedly followed Le out of the building af-
ter he made his withdrawal.
 Surveillance photos of the suspects can be 
seen at http://cityofhouston.news/surveillance-
photos-released-in-fatal-shooting-at-9828-
blackhawk.
 Anyone with information on the identity of the 
suspects or this case is urged to contact the HPD 
Homicide Division at 713-308-3600 or Crime 
Stoppers of Houston at 713-222-TIPS (8477).

Ellis addresses new flood report
 The report released Thursday, April 5, by 
the Greater Houston Flood Mitigation Consor-
tium underscores once again the need for equi-
table funding for fl ood control projects, robust 
and transparent public engagement, and a com-
prehensive buyout program that includes reloca-
tion service and strong case management, Harris 
County Commissioner Rodney Ellis said.
 “The Consortium’s report is a blueprint for 
action on fl ood control that we need to take se-
riously. It outlines clear strategies for how our 
region can minimize the impact of future fl oods 
for every community and foster resiliency,” Ellis 
said 
 One strategy identifi ed in the report calls for 
offsetting the current fl ood mitigation disparities 
in low-income neighborhoods caused by the fed-
eral benefi t/cost ratio that in the past has priori-
tized projects in communities with higher prop-
erty values by focusing dollars on those areas.
 The report specifi cally raised concerns about 
the benefi t/cost ratio, noting that, “This approach 

may skew investment and response to areas with 
higher property values and may leave under-re-
sourced communities out of recovery plans. 
However, this cost-benefi t approach is required 
to qualify for federal funding. It is important to 
ensure that major investments are spread equi-
tably throughout the region so that all residents 
benefi t to the extent possible, by taking into con-
sideration factors such as population density, his-
toric levels of investment and underinvestment, 
and the location of particularly vulnerable or po-
litically disempowered populations.” 
 Ellis, who voiced similar concerns at Com-
missioners Court last week, agreed with the re-
port’s analysis, stating, “Many low-income 
neighborhoods that experienced both chronic 
fl ooding and chronic under-funding for feder-
al fl ood mitigation have been unfairly harmed 
by the federal benefi t/cost ratio. Inequitable 
funding creates an intractable cycle of vulner-
ability that must be interrupted. We can’t ef-

Continued on Page 4A

Monthly Ellington e-recycling continues
 The Leader would like to remind South Belt 
residents of the City of Houston Solid Waste 
Management Department’s monthly electronic 
recycling event at the Neighborhood Recycling 
Center at Ellington Airport.
 The collection events take place the second 
Saturday of each month from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
The next collection event will take place Satur-
day, April 14.
 City offi cials said the ongoing repairs being 
made to the recycling facility will not interfere 
with the collection event.
 The program was placed on hold for several 
months last year due to contract disagreements 
with CompuCycle, the company responsible for 
doing the recycling.
 Recycling electronics keeps potentially harm-
ful materials, such as mercury, cadmium, lead 
and cathode ray tubes out of the waste stream 
and the environment.

 Items accepted include PCs, servers, key-
boards, mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, 
small kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs 
and routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax ma-
chines,  projectors, rechargeable batteries, ca-
ble boxes, car batteries, telephones, cell phones, 
PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables and 
cameras.
 To get to the Ellington site from the Gulf 
Freeway and Beltway 8, drivers should take I-45 
south toward Galveston and turn left onto FM 
1959/Dixie Farm Road; go to Highway 3/Old 
Galveston Road and turn right; drive two blocks 
and turn left onto Brantly; go past a dock with 
signs to the right and turn left onto Loop Road/
Broussard. The recycling center is on the left-
hand side.
 For additional information, visit http://www.
houstontx.gov/solidwaste/treewaste.html or call 
3-1-1.

South Belt cook-off approaches
 Dozens of cooking teams are eager to show 
off their culinary skills at his year’s annual South 
Belt Spectacular Cook-off, set to take place 
Thursday, April 26, through Saturday, April 
28, at El Franco Lee Park, located at 9400 Hall 
Road. (Thursday will be primarily for cookers, 
while Friday and Saturday will be open to the 
public.)
 Teams will be competing for prizes in a num-
ber of different categories, including best bris-
ket, chicken, ribs, beans, chili, chef’s choice and 
margaritas.
 Now in its 22nd year, the event is the lone 
fundraiser for the annual South Belt Fourth of 
July fi reworks display, also held at the area park. 
Any remaining funds will go toward local chari-
ties and future fi rework displays.
 A crawfi sh boil was recently added to Friday 
night’s schedule.
 Also new to this year’s event is the addition 
of live musical performances by Charlie Robison 
and Phineus Reb on Saturday night.
 On Saturday afternoon, children 12 and under 
will be admitted for free from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
On that day, children will have access to a wide 
variety of free activities, including moonwalks, 
rock climbing, pony rides, a petting zoo, a train ride, 
a coin-in-a-haystack game, an obstacle course, a gi-
ant bungee trampoline, face painting, hair braiding, 
Disney princesses and superheroes, a police helicop-
ter and cruiser, a fi re engine and ambulance display 
and photos with a live Watusi bull named Oliver.
 A live auction will also take place Saturday 

night when the cook-off winners are announced.
 Organizers are excited about the event and en-
courage all South Belt residents to attend.
 “The Southeast Volunteer Fire Department is 
presenting the 22nd annual cook-off with near-
ly 80 teams competing,” said Dean Baier, event 
coordinator. “SVFD encourages South Belt resi-
dents to join us for a weekend of fun, starting Fri-
day, April 27, with awesome barbecue and boiled 
crawfi sh from 6 to 10 p.m., followed by a day 
full of free kid’s activities, more barbecue and 
refreshments on Saturday, April 28, and on Sat-
urday evening, we will be featuring live music 
with Charlie Robison and Phineus Reb.”
 A few cooking spots were still available at 
press time. While cooking teams that participat-
ed in last year’s event had fi rst dibs on available 
spots, not all groups paid their deposits by the 
deadline. Organizers said the shortage of early 
registrations for this year’s event can be largely 
attributed to the effects of Hurricane Harvey.
 This year’s cook-off will feature a total of 165 
cooking spots (some teams pay for more than 
one spot). A 40-foot-by-40-foot spot costs $195. 
The fee includes eight wristbands and allows 
team members to purchase half-priced tickets.
 Sponsorship opportunities are also still avail-
able at various levels.
 To reserve a spot, contact event organizer Linda 
Arnone at 281-484-4325.
 For more information, visit http://southbelt
cookoff.com or https://www.facebook.com/South
beltCookoff.

Police chase suspects in stolen U-Haul
 Authorities are searching for two men who 
bailed out of a U-Haul truck after it got stuck at 
the end of a police chase early Friday, April 6.
 According to police, the incident began around 
2 a.m. when they responded to a call about a sus-
picious vehicle that was driving slowly around 
shopping center parking lots near Fuqua and the 
Gulf Freeway. When the offi cers attempted to 
stop the vehicle, the driver of the truck fl ed, and 

a chase ensued. The pursuit ended roughly 11 
miles away on Red Bluff near Genoa Red Bluff 
when the suspects attempted to drive down a trail 
at a park and got stuck, then fl ed on foot into a 
nearby wooded area.
 K9 units and a police helicopter were used to 
try to track down the suspects, but their efforts 
were unsuccessful.
 Investigators believe the truck was stolen.
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Smith thankful
to HFD Engine 94
 Much praise for Houston Fire Dept. 
Engine 94 “D” shift!
 They responded Thurs. afternoon to 
my 91-yr-old friend fallen in bath.
 I stayed talking to my friend until they 
walked in and helped her!
 They were so outstanding, so pro-
fessional and kind to her and to me on 
phone.
 Proud to know we are served by such 
wonderful, dedicated men!
 Carolyn J. Smith

Washington loves, 
misses family
 I just want to tell David, Paula, and 
Brittany that I love and miss them. I’ll be 
home in a couple months. I’ll see you 
soon! Josh Washington

 Tristan explains 
National Poppy Day
 As the spouse of a Marine Corps Vet-
eran, I hold a special place in my heart 
for the parents, siblings, spouses, and 
friends of those who served. I can’t help 
but think of all the men and women who 
have gone to fi ght for this great nation 
and didn’t return home.
 While we are all guilty of celebrating 
the unoffi cial start of summer and en-
couraging each other to “have a good 
weekend,” it is important to remember 
the reason for the holiday: Memorial Day 
is the day Americans set aside to honor 
those brave men and women who met 
tragic ends while defending our free-
dom. It is our duty to honor their sacrifi c-
es, to pray for their families, and to bow 
our heads in recognition of their service.
 On National Poppy Day®, May 25, 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 490 will 
be distributing poppies as a tribute to our 
fallen warriors. We invite Houston res-
idents to stop by and see us Memorial 
Day weekend at 11702 Old Galveston 
Road to receive a poppy in exchange 
for a donation to wear in remembrance 
of those who paid the ultimate price for 
our freedom. We must never forget. The 
poppy, which bloomed on the battlefi elds 
of France after World War I, has grown 
to become an internationally known and 
recognized symbol of the lives sacrifi ced 
in war and the hope that none died in 
vain. One hundred percent of donations 
received will go directly to help veterans, 
military, and their families. The American 
Legion Family has called upon Congress 
to designate the Friday before Memorial 
Day as National Poppy Day.
 The American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) 
is the world’s largest women’s patri-
otic service organization, with nearly 
three-quarters of a million members and 
more 8,000 units in communities across 
the nation. The ALA serves nearly one 
million veterans every year. Right here in 
Houston, we continue to help mitigate the 

challenges our veterans face and deliver 
upon our mission by organizing multiple 
events and fundraisers throughout the 
year to support veterans, military, and 
their families.
 To learn more about the Auxiliary’s 
mission or to volunteer, donate or join, 
visit www.ALAforVeterans.org.

Susie Tristan
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 490

Poppy Chairman

Albrecht on cleaning
up parking lot trash 
 Hoping someone with decision-mak-
ing and good judgment will read this and 
hopefully will act upon my request as it 
does concern my South Belt community, 
where I live.
 Last week, I took my trusty rake and 
two large trash bags and drove my car 
to the corner of the parking lot, Scars-
dale and Beamer, where the snow cone 
business is located. I actually fi lled 
both trash bags and hauled them to 
the FoodTown dumpster, after getting 
permission from, I’m assuming, a well-
dressed manager.
 The cleanup process included bend-
ing over to pull the trash out from under 
the bushes. Which, to my way of thinking, 
as I was huffi ng and puffi ng for a 69 year 
old lady, why couldn’t their lawn service 
do the same thing? They trim those bush-
es and mow while not even paying atten-
tion to age-old trash in plain sight. I know 
of one box that lay in front of the bushes, 
not hidden, for at least six months! Grant-
ed I had to bounce on the box a couple of 
times to get it in my trash bag. But again, 
doing a job with pride must not be a part 
of lawn service description. I even took 
my trusty rake to poke under the bushes 
to pull out beer cans, glass bottles, food 
containers and plastic bottles. Again, I 
had to be mindful of huge ant mounds 
that, to my way of thinking as I ever so 
carefully picked up huge pieces of wood 
and boards, the lawn service does not 
spray either! Looks like this is not money 
well spent and really needs a new lawn 
service where the guidelines clearly need 
to be addressed upfront! The bushes are 
not at all healthy. There are lots of sticks 
for bushes. So again, I’m thinking no one 
reports or accesses the landscape.
 You may ask, why do I do this? Why 
not just let it be? I, for one, cannot stand 
seeing our beautiful community littered 
with trash. So I’m hoping you will take 
note of my letter and take some action 
too! The parking lot and the landscape 
need to be inviting and pleasing to the 
public to come and shop. Trash in the 
baskets and trash in general on the site 
is unacceptable –  and a very simple 
task to complete. Even the dumpster 
area.
 Well, I’ve said my piece. I do hope 
that people, whether private or business, 
would take pride in themselves, where 
they live and the work they do. And might 
I add…without being watched or told 
what to do! Michele Albrecht

Deaths

Leader checks out social media

In My Opinion

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Library, 9002 Kingspoint this week:
 Thursday, April 12, 4:30 p.m. Tween/teen craft
 Saturday, April 14, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer basic class
 Tuesday, April 17, 10:30 a.m. Family storytime and playtime
 Wednesday, April 18, 10:30 a.m. Polliwog Nature Club, sponsored by Harris County Precinct 
One, provides an event for children to hop into nature by developing nature knowledge and skills 
through a variety of books, songs, crafts, and hands-on experiences with live animals. Each pro-
gram is offered as a 5-week series. 
 Wednesday, April 18. Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Basics;  
4:30 p.m. Basic Powerpoint
 For information on events at Bracewell Library, call 832-393-2580.
 Bracewell hours this week are: Thursday, noon – 8 p.m.; Friday, 10 – 5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Parker Williams
 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Tax help is available Friday, April 13, and Monday, April 16, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., from AARP 
Foundation volunteers. Bring appropriate documents. See related article on Page 1A sidebar.
 Saturday, April 14, from 2 – 4 p.m. Magic: The Gathering Gameplay, for ages 8 and older. A 
special thank you is given to Strike Zone for the generous donation of Magic: The Gathering cards. 
For more information, visit http://www.hcpl.net/sites/default/fi les/Feb - MTG-1.jpg.  
 Monday, April 16, 2 – 4 p.m. The Parker Williams Genealogy group is an informal group that 
meets the fi rst and third Monday of each month (unless the library is closed) to discuss family 
history research (beginner to advanced). Meetings are free and open to anyone interested in tracing 
family history.  
 Monday, April 16, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Magic: The Gathering Gameplay, for ages 8 and older.
 Tuesday, April 17, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Building Fiscally Fit Families. Learn simple strategies 
that help individuals and families extend their resources, including preparing a budget, obtain-
ing and maintaining credit, safeguarding against identity theft and maximizing food dollars. This 
program is presented by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Harris County Family and Community 
Health. Registration is requested.
 Wednesday and Thursday, April 18 and 19, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Thrive by Five: Teaching Your 
child about Spending and Saving. Children learn many beliefs about money – from television, 
advertising, and from family members – long before entering school. Parents are their young chil-
dren’s fi rst and most infl uential educators in all areas of life. Meet at the library and plan to bring 
young children to learn basic money concepts as well as fun hands-on learning activities. These 
sessions are designed for parents of preschoolers. 
 Wednesday, April 18, from 1 to 2 p.m. Basic computer classes (Vietnamese). Learn mouse, 
keyboarding, basic internet skills and more at this class in Vietnamese. Registration is requested. 
 Wednesday, April 18, 5 p.m. Science Explorers: Bubbles for ages 5 and older. The best way for 
beginning readers to learn about science is to explore science concepts by experience. Meet in the 
library community room, for the second meeting of Science Explorers during which the kids will 
learn about solutions and a variety of bubble shapes. 
 Below are the programs that occur every week:
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese learning time. Classes begin at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:30 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. For more information on these programs, speak with Loc Bui.
 For more information on events, call the library at 281-484-2036.
 Library hours are: Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; 
Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 – 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

CCART announces meeting for April
 The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers will hold its April meeting Tuesday, April 
17. The meetings are held at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 NASA Parkway. The 
featured speaker is Johanna Wycoff, author of Dancing in the Bomb Shelters-My Diary of 
Holland in World War II. Her book chronicles the German occupation of Holland in 1940 and 
her wartime experiences hiding Jewish friends and encountering SS brutality. The meeting is 
at 9:30 a.m. with a social gathering for coffee and cookies. The business meeting begins at 10 
a.m. All Texas retired school employees from the area are invited. The annual dues are $50.

John Romney 
Pyper

 John Romney Pyper, 80, 
beloved son, brother, hus-
band, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather and friend 
died March 10 in Boise, Ida-
ho.
 John was born May 22, 
1937, in Tucson, Ariz., to 
Marguerite Romney and Wil-
liam Raleigh Pyper, the eldest 
son of fi ve children, three boys 
and two girls. He was raised 
in Phoenix, attended Phoenix 
public schools and  Phoenix 
Junior College, where he met 
and fell in love with Kathleen 
Derrick.
 John graduated from Phoe-
nix Jr. College in 1957. He 
then served a two-and-a-half-
year mission to Uruguay and 
Paraguay for the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. Three months after 
returning from his mission, 
Kathy and John were married 
in the Mesa LDS Temple on 
June 6, 1960.
 He continued his edu-
cation and graduated from 
Brigham Young University in 
1961 majoring in secondary 
Spanish instruction with mi-
nors in psychology and LDS 
High School religious educa-
tion. He taught one year in the 
LDS Seminary for Bear River 
High School in Tremonton, 
Utah, then attended the Uni-
versity of Illinois College of 
Education on a full-time Na-
tional Defense Education Act 
fellowship. A Master of Arts 
and a Ph.D. in educational 
psychology were awarded in 
1964 and 1968.
 From 1965 to retirement 
in 1996, John worked as a 
professor, teacher, researcher, 
evaluator and administrator at 
Oregon College of Education, 
Purdue University, System 
Development Corporation, 
University of Houston and 
Houston Independent School 
District. He was also the 
founding director of Weber 
County Sheltered Workshop 

in Ogden, Utah. In retirement 
he taught English as a second 
language to large classes of 
adults.
 John and Kathleen raised 
seven children, mostly in 
Houston, but also in Elwood, 
Utah; Champaign, Ill.; Mon-
mouth, Ore.; West Lafayette, 
Ind.; and Layton, Utah. In 
1971, the Pypers relocated to 
Houston with their fi rst fi ve 
children into the develop-
ing Sagemont neighborhood. 
They later welcomed two 
more children into the world 
while living at their longtime 
residence on Sagetrail Drive. 
They were proud to call 
Sagemont home for 43 years. 
John and Kathleen valued ed-
ucation; their children have 
earned a total of eight bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees.
 John’s LDS Church ac-
tivity was consistent through 
the years in a variety of as-
signments as teacher, Young 
Men’s presidency, stake high 
council, and counselor to the 
bishop. 
 In addition to serving the 
Spanish-speaking people as a 
missionary, he served several 
times as a stake missionary, 
Boy Scout leader and branch 
president of the Lehi Branch 
(Spanish-speaking) of the 
Friendswood Texas Stake for 
a total of over 10 years. John 
was always a faithful home 
teacher, blessing the lives of 
many families. 
 John was energetic and 
always working on projects. 
His inquisitive mind led him 
to learn of other cultures and 
a wide variety of topics. His 
avocational interests includ-
ed music (piano, trumpet) 
genealogical research, clas-
sical and LDS religious re-
search (e.g. Hugh Nibley and 
FARMS), home repairs, major 
automotive repairing, automo-
tive painting, gardening and 
limited study of Arabic and 
Chinese. John served on the 
First Educators Credit Union 
board, now Smart Financial 
Credit Union. He was active 
in politics and served as a pre-
cinct chairman.
 In retirement days, he was 
involved in researching and 
recording family history and 
in collecting and comment-
ing on societal events directly 
related to scriptural prophe-
cies. He and Kathleen enjoyed 
spending time with and car-
ing for their grandchildren. 
John and Kathleen moved to 
Eagle, Idaho, in 2014 and re-
sided at Paramount Parks As-
sisted Living and Valley View 
Skilled Nursing and Rehabili-
tation.

Dr. Jon
Erickson

 Dr. Jon Erickson, 80, of 
Houston, died surrounded by 
family on March 18.
 Jon was a loving husband 
to his wife and a loving father 
to his three children. He was 
also the doting grandfather to 
four grandchildren. He is sur-
vived by many loving family 
members and friends.
 Throughout the course of 
his engineering career, Jon 
became internationally rec-
ognized for his expertise in 
artifi cial intelligence, robot-
ics and remote sensing of 
the environment. Though Jon 
enjoyed a life-long passion 
for tennis and served as a 
member of a NCAA National 
Championship team, most of 
all, he loved serving as mem-
ber of the Church of God, 
a Worldwide Association, 
helping his fellow man and 
spending time with his fami-
ly. He was known as one who 
kept his faith until the end of 
his life.
 Memorial donations may 
be made in Jon’s name to 
the Church of God, Houston 
South, c/o Monica Koerner, 
P.O. Box 6087, Katy, TX, 
77491-0687. 

Dorothy 
Reznicek

 Dorothy Reznicek, 94, of 
La Marque died Wednesday, 
April 4, in Texas City. 
 She was born in Galves-
ton to Emanuel and Kath-
leen Endresen. She lived in 
Galveston until she moved 
to La Marque in 1951. She 
was a longtime member of 
the Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church and an active mem-
ber of the ladies guild at the 
church.
 Dorothy is preceded in 
death by her husband Frank 
Reznicek and her daughter 
Robin Reznicek. She is sur-
vived by her son Michael 
Reznicek and wife Melba; 
daughters Janis Wright and 
husband Jimmy of South 
Belt and Sheri Reznicek; 
grandchildren Michael and 
Jackie Reznicek, Allen and 
Mandy Reznicek, Aaron 
Reznicek, Debra and David 
Barton and Scott and Meke-
sha Wright; and great-grand-
children: Gretchen Sacks, 
Rebekah Sacks, Jackson Bar-
ton and Blake Barton.
 A visitation for Doro-
thy was held Sunday, April 
8, with a rosary and vigil 
at James Crowder Funeral, 
Home 401 Texas Ave in La 
Marque.
 A funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated on Monday, April 9, 
at Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church, in La Marque, with 
Father Paul Chovanec offi ci-
ating. Interment followed at 
Hayes Grace Memorial Park 
in Hitchcock.
 Memorials in Dorothy’s 
honor may be made to Queen 
of Peace Catholic Church.

 John is preceded in death 
by his parents (of Phoenix) 
and his wife (of Boise). He is 
survived by children Margue-
rite aka Peggy and husband 
Scott Simpson of Eagle; Da-
vid Kimball and wife Rhonda 
Smith Pyper of Nampa, Ida-
ho; Daniel Romney and wife 
Nancee Lindquist Pyper of 
Houston; Deborah Elizabeth 
and husband Corey Hansen 
of Kenmore, Wash.; Rebec-
ca Vilate and husband Paul 
Busselberg of Houston and 
Rexburg, Idaho; John Der-
rick and wife Michelle Sped-
den Pyper of Friendswood; 
Emma Kathleen and husband 
Michael Enszer of Sioux City, 
Iowa; 25 grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; brothers 
Walter Pyper of Oceanside, 
Calif.; Carl Pyper of Monet, 
Mo.; and sisters Francis Pyper 
of Springville, Utah; and Pa-
mela Pyper and husband Rob 
Nixon of South Jordan, Utah.
 Funeral services were held 
Saturday, March 24, at the 
LDS Church, 6655 N. Merid-
ian Road in Meridian, Idaho, 
at 11 a.m., with viewings pri-
or to the funeral service at the 
church and March 23 at Bow-
man Funeral Home in Garden 
City, Idaho.
 Interment was at Dry 
Creek Cemetery in Boise on 
Saturday, March 24.
 A memorial service will 
be held Saturday, April 14, at 
3 p.m. at the Clear Lake LDS 
Church, 1802 Gunwale Road 
in Houston.

Zuckerberg questioned on bias
 U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, mem-
ber of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation, questioned 
Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-
berg April 10 in a joint hearing 
titled: “Facebook, Social Me-
dia Privacy, and the Use and 
Abuse of Data.” He questioned 
Zuckerberg on whether Face-
book considers itself a neutral 
public forum, emphasizing 
that many Americans believe 
Facebook is engaged in polit-
ical bias and censorship.
 Cruz’s full exchange with 
Zuckerberg may be viewed 
at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-VJeD3zbZZI&fea-
ture=youtu.be. A full transcript 
is below:
 Cruz: “Thank you Mr. 
Chairman. Mr. Zuckerberg, 
thank you for being here. Mr. 
Zuckerberg, does Facebook 
consider itself a neutral public 
forum?”
 Zuckerberg: “Senator, we 
consider ourselves to be a plat-
form for all ideas.”
 Cruz: “Let me ask the ques-
tion again. Does Facebook 
consider itself to be a neutral 
public forum? And represen-
tatives of your company have 
given confl icting answers on 
this. Are you a First Amend-
ment speaker expressing your 
views, or are you a neutral pub-
lic forum allowing everyone to 
speak?”
 Zuckerberg: “Senator, here 
is how we think about this: I 
don’t believe that – there is 
certain content that clearly 
we do not allow. Right? Hate 
speech, terrorist content, nudi-
ty, anything that makes people 
feel unsafe in the community. 
From that perspective, that’s 
why we generally try to refer 
to what we do as a platform for 
all ideas.”
 Cruz: “Because the time is 
constrained, it’s just a simple 
question. The predicate for 
Section 230 immunity under 
the CDA is that you are a neu-
tral public forum. Do you con-
sider yourself a neutral public 
forum, or are you engaged 
in political speech? Which 
is your right under the First 
Amendment.”
 Zuckerberg: “Well Senator, 
our goal is certainly not to en-
gage in political speech. I’m 
not familiar with the specifi c 
legal language of the law that 
you speak to, so I would need 
to follow up with you on that. 
I’m just trying to lay out how 
broadly I think about this.”
 Cruz: “Mr. Zuckerberg, I 
will say there are a great many 
Americans, who I think are 
deeply concerned that Face-
book and other tech compa-
nies are engaged in a pervasive 

pattern of bias and political 
censorship. There have been 
numerous instances with Face-
book. In May of 2016, Giz-
modo reported that Facebook 
had purposefully and routinely 
suppressed conservative stories 
from trending news, including 
stories about CPAC, including 
stories about Mitt Romney, in-
cluding stories about the Lois 
Lerner IRS scandal, including 
stories about Glenn Beck. In 
addition to that, Facebook has 
initially shut down the ‘Chick-
fi l-A Appreciation Day’ page, 
has blocked a post of a Fox 
News reporter, has blocked 
over two dozen Catholic pag-
es, and most recently, blocked 
Trump supporters Diamond 
and Silk’s page with 1.2 mil-
lion Facebook followers, af-
ter determining their content 
and brand were, ‘unsafe to the 
community.’ To a great many 
Americans, that appears to be 
a pervasive pattern of political 
bias. Do you agree with that 
assessment?”
 Zuckerberg: “Senator, let 
me say a few things about this. 
First, I understand where that 
concern is coming from be-
cause Facebook and the tech 
industry are located in Silicon 
Valley, which is an extremely 
Left leaning place. And this is 
actually a concern that I have 
and that I try to root out in the 
company is making sure that 
we don’t have any bias in the 
work that we do, and I think 
it is a fair concern that people 
would at least wonder about.”
 Cruz: “So let me ask. Are 
you aware of any ad or page 
that has been taken down 
from Planned Parenthood?”
 Zuckerberg: “Senator, I’m 
not. But let me just, can I fi n-
ish?”
 Cruz: “How about Move
On.org?”
 Zuckerberg: “Sorry?”
 Cruz: “How about Move
On.org?”
 Zuckerberg: “I’m not spe-
cifi cally aware of those.”
 Cruz: “How about any 
Democratic candidate for of-
fi ce?”
 Zuckerberg: “I’m not spe-
cifi cally aware. I mean, I’m 
not sure.”
 Cruz: “In your testimony, 
you say that you have 15,000 
to 20,000 people working on 
security and content review. 
Do you know the political 
orientation of those 15,000 
to 20,000 people engaged in 
content review?”
 Zuckerberg: “No, Senator. 
We do not generally ask peo-
ple about their political ori-
entation when they’re joining 
the company.”
 Cruz: “So as CEO, have 
you made hiring or fi ring de-

cisions based on political po-
sitions or what candidates they 
supported?”
 Zuckerberg: “No.”
 Cruz: “Why was Palmer 
Luckey fi red?”
 Zuckerberg: “That is a 
specifi c personnel matter that 
seems like it would be inap-
propriate to speak to here.”
 Cruz: “You made a specifi c 
representation that you didn’t 
make decisions based on polit-
ical views. Is that accurate?”
 Zuckerberg: “I can commit 
that it was not because of a po-
litical view.”
 Cruz: “Do you know of the 
15,000 to 20,000 people en-
gaged in content review, how 
many, if any, have ever sup-
ported fi nancially a Republi-
can candidate for offi ce?”
 Zuckerberg: “Senator, I do 
not know that.”
 Cruz: “Your testimony 
says, ‘It is not enough that we 
just connect people. We have 
to make sure those connections 
are positive.’ It says, ‘We have 
to make sure people aren’t us-
ing their voice to hurt people 
or spread misinformation. We 
have a responsibility not just 
to build tools, but to make sure 
those tools are used for good.’ 
Mr. Zuckerberg, do you feel 
it’s your responsibility to as-
sess users whether they are 
good and positive connections 
or ones those 15,000 to 20,000 
people deem unacceptable or 
deplorable?”
 Zuckerberg: “Senator, 
you’re asking about me 
personally?”
 Cruz: “Facebook.”
 Zuckerberg: “Senator, I 
think that there are a number 
of things that we would all 
agree are clearly bad. Foreign 
interference in our elections, 
terrorism, self-harm. Those are 
things…”
 Cruz: “I’m talking about 
censorship.”
 Zuckerberg: “Oh, well, 
I think you would probably 
agree we should remove ter-
rorist propaganda from the 
service. So that I agree, I think 
is clearly bad activity that we 
want to get down and we are 
generally proud of how well 
we do with that. Now, what I 
can say, and I do want to get 
this in before the end here, is 
that I am very committed to 
making sure that Facebook is 
a platform for all ideas. That 
is a very important, found-
ing principle of what we do. 
We’re proud of the discourse 
and different ideas that people 
can share on the service, and 
that is something that as long 
as I’m running the company, 
I’m going to be committed to 
making sure is the case.”
 Cruz: “Thank you.”

By Laura Benavides Scallan
 Two members of the 
Southbelt This & That Face-
book group reported their ve-
hicles were broken into. One 
of the members did have se-
curity cameras and was able 
to catch the theft on surveil-
lance.
 Another member of the 

same Facebook group shared 
a fl ier for the 22nd Annu-
al South Belt Cook-off at El 
Franco Lee Park. 
 See page 6A for a copy of 
the fl ier.
 A member of the Ashley 
Point Subdivision Facebook 
group reported what looked 
like a suspicious vehicle off 

of Nathan’s Cove. 
 A large white cockatoo 
was found in a tree by a mem-
ber of the Pets of Southbelt 
Facebook group. 
 The member posted pic-
tures and was trying to coax 
the bird from the tree. 
 The bird was found in 
Kirkwood South.
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South Belt announces awards for third nine-weeks
 South Belt Elementary has 
announced its awards for the 
third nine-weeks.

All Star Readers
Kindergarten

 Avery Aguilar, Chris Al-
varado, David Alvarenga, 
Aubrey Arrendondo, Giselle 
Ayala, Rylee Bacon, Arian 
Banda, Elijah Barron, Kale-
ah Barsock, Orlo Boardman, 
Hannah Bui, Malachi Cabal-
lero, Dora Campos, Robert 
Capers, Brianna Cardenas, 
and Lizzy Carling.
 Chacidy Carter, Andy 
Castillo, Yvette Castillo, Mi-
chael Castillo, Alessandra 
Cervantes, Sofi a Charles, Di-
ego Davila, Kinsley Freeman, 
Christian Garza, Daniella 
Gonzales, Anthony Gonza-
les, Ariana Guillen, Rhylan 
Harmon, Rylee Hayes and 
Max Hernandez.
 Harley Hurt, Salimah 
James, Xavier Jimenez, Sim-
one Jones, Reagan Landis, 
Sydney Landis, London Leal, 
Daniel Mabry, Mateo Man-
cillas, Delilah Mason, Bre-
anna McNeal, Jayden Miko, 
Jamison Miller, Aryan Nepal, 
Drake Nguyen, Nathaniel 
Nnadi and Deji Oregbesan.
 Skye Orsua, Mia Palacios, 
Adan Palomares, Porus Pan-
dey, Damien Pena, Sophia 
Peters, Arely Pinon, Aaron 
Posadas, Kyle Ramos, Isabel-
la Rembert, Estafania Rodri-
guez, Lia Romney, Viviana 
Salazar, Zoie Sanabria and 
Aubree Sandino.
 Addison Santiago, Tristyn 
Santos, Noah St. Ange, Zoie 
Sudario, Alicia Sypien, Liam 
Thomas, Noelly Torres, Par-
is Valencia, Abby Villanueva, 
Hannah Walker, Anna Wilk-
erson, Suliaman Zafar, Evan 
Zaman and Hussein Zam-
zam.

First Grade
 Jennifer Aguirre, Samuel 
Alexander, Christopher Alva-
rez, Samantha Barraza, Ma-
ham Bukhari, Lola Carrizal, 
Ashton Carter, Lila Collazos, 
Brooklyn Coronado, Carissa 
Cortez, Kaci Curry Shepard, 
Gael Daiz, Kate Dao, Saman-
tha De Luna and Tori De-
Hoyos.
 Peyton Dowell, Ava 
Dyer, Myla Figueroa, Carter 
Fletcher, Bryan Flores, Ga-
briella Franklin, Mia Gon-
zalez, Mikayla Gonzalez, 
Lance Goree, Riley Hensley, 
Sophia Hernandez, Elijah 
Hernandez, Sebastian Her-
nandez, Durriyah Hill, Da-
vion Jones, Bradley Jones, 
Alice Lam, Jayda Lasker and 
Long Le.
 Phuwadet Maingoat, Mel-
anie Martinez, Mason Marti-
nez, Chloe Maycott, Gabriel 
Melchor, Leile Monroe, An-
nie Nguyen, Hillary Nguy-
en, Ethan Nguyen, Nicole 
Nnadi, Abby Palma, Car-
ter Pham, Nathan Precella, 
Daniel Ramirez and Melody 
Ramirez.
 EJ Reynolds, Grayson Ri-
ley, Emily Rodriguez, Josh-
ua Salazar, Jude Schmitt, 
Marion Schoder, Brianna 
Scott, Nathaniel Simspon, 
Nathan Torres, Giselle Tran, 
Evan Treadway, Leonar-
do Trevino, Kaisen Troxler, 
Kallie Troxler, Christina Vu, 
Kelvin Wiley and Ghazal 
Zamzam.

Second Grade
 Devin Aguilar, Jacob 
Aguirre, Juwayriyah Ali, 
Isaiah Ambriz, Iduna Baru-
wa-Etti, Joseph Bellow, Aja 
Breaux, Sophie Centano, 
Sophia Cleary, Kenya De-
long-Thompson, Bryce Ed-
wards, Miguel Galan, Aly 
Garza, Josue Herrera, Mi-
guel Johnson, Crystal Keim, 
Gabriel Laurila and Isaiah 
Machado.
 Jayme Martinez, Ange-
la Mena, Zamira Mosley, 
Hailey Naughton, Lisa Ngo, 
Grace Nguyen, Mia Nguy-
en, MJ Olayimika, Emma 
Olvera, Emma Parker, Kino-

ra Ploucha, Gabi Ramirez, 
Alayna Rodriguez, Jordyn 
Rodriguez, Liliana Salazar, 
Gabriella Sanchez, Emma 
Stone, Dexter Sullivan, Alec 
Tamegnon, Audrey Teters 
and Hassan Zamzam.

Good Citizen
Kindergarten

 Elijah Barron, Dora Cam-
pos, Lizzy Carling, Ryhlan 
Harmon, Angel Hernandez, 
Jeremiah Johnson, Sydney 
Landis, Kaleah Mancillas, 
Meteo Mancillas and Marley 
Manriquez.

First Grade
 Christopher Alvarez, Ga-
brriella Franklin, Aaron 
Guillen, Aubrey Hernandez, 
Sabillah James, Soha Khan, 
Melanie Martinez, Chloe 
Maycott, Gabriel Melchor, 
Grayson Riley, Giselle Tran 
and Oscar Yanez.

Second Grade
 Shelby Armstrong, Sophia 
Cleary, Miguel Galan, Adrian 
Garza, Gabriel Laurila, Isa-
iah Lopez, Santiago Morales, 
Ava Morin, Hailey Naughton, 
Liliana Salazar, Logan Stew-
art and Leslie Torres.

Third Grade
 Ayan Alijafri, Paige Ber-
nard, Evan Bowden, Lynley 
Gillis, Ayzel Gonzalez, Evan 
Mora, Cody Nguyen, Dami-
an Ram, Persephone Soria, 
Elijah Ugalde, Katia Vazquez 
and Angelina Vu.

Honor Roll
Third Grade

 Damien Aguilera, Ibrahim 
Ali, Olivia Antoine, Ibra-
him Asif, Macy Figueroa, 
Courtlyn Fletcher, Vivian 
Hang, Alexia Hoang, Mari-
na Kostikoglou, Sheyla Le, 
Hayden Limas and Audrey 
Lopez.
 Adlin Mena, Morgan Mo-
mie, Zainab Naveed, Andrew 
Nguyen, Hayly Nguyen, Su-
jina Pandit, Juliana Perez, 
Jonny Pham, Vihaan Prakash, 
Kendrick Ramos, Nathan Vu 
and Rachel Wilson.

Fourth Grade
 Alonzo Chapman, Jayden 
Lee, Sarah Massey, Bao Ngo, 
Daniel Nguyen, Haley Nguy-
en, Mary Nguyen, Daniel 
Soto, Jalen Tran, Fernando 
Vargas and Christopher Vu.

Math Wizards
Kindergarten

 Chris Alvarado, David 
Alvarenga, Mauricio Ama-
ya, Mauricio Amaya, Giselle 
Ayala, Rylee Bacon, Ari-
an Banda, Kaleah Barsock, 
Andy Castillo, Mikey Cas-
tillo, Allessandra Cervant-
es, Diego Davila, Christian 
Garza, Daniella Gonzales, 
Anthony Gonzales, Rhylan 
Harmon, Rylee Hayes, Max 
Hernandez and Simone 
Jones.
 Reagna Landis, Sydney 
Landis, London Leal, Dan-
iel Mabry, Mateo Mancillas, 
Jayden Miko, Jamison Mill-
er, Nathaniel Molina, Warren 
Nedd, Aryan Nepal, Drake 
Nguyen, Alan Nguyen, David 
Nguyen, Adan Palomores, 
Sophia Peters, Arely Pinon, 
Aaron Posadas, Kyle Ramos 
and Isabella Rembert.
 Alexavier Rodriguez, Es-
tefania Rodriguez, Viviana 
Salazar, Zoie Sanabria, Au-
bree Sandino, Tristyn Santos, 
Noah St. Ange, Zoie Sudario, 
Alicia Sypien, Korvin Ton, 
Abby Villanueva, Hannah 
Walker, Anna Wilkerson, 
Evan Zaman and Hussein 
Zamzam.

First Grade
 Jennifer Aguirre, Sam-
uel Alexander, Christopher 
Alvarez, Samantha Barra-
za, Maham Bukhari, Ashton 
Carter, Sabrina Cavazos, 
Lila Collazos, Carissa Cor-
tez, Kate Dao, Emilio De 
La Garza, Gael Diaz, Pey-
ton Dowell, Myla Figueroa, 
Bryan Flores and Mia Gon-
zalez.
 Mikalya Gonzalez, Lance 
Goree, Riley Hensley, Sophia 
Hernandez, Elijah Hernan-

dez, Blake Hughes, Jaden 
Jimenez, Davion Jones, 
Bradley Jones, Alice Lam, 
Long Le, Pablo Lopez, Phu-
wadet Maingot, Mason Mar-
tinez, Chloe Maycott, Brady 
McNeal and Annie Nguyen.
 Hillary Nguyen, Ethan 
Nguyen, Nicole Nnadi, Adi-
ana Padilla, Abby Palma, 
Daniel Ramirez, Melody 
Ramirez, Grayson Riley, 
Jude Schmitt, Marion Schro-
der, Nathaniel Simpson, Na-
than Torres, Evan Treadway 
and Leonardo Trevino.

Second Grade
 Hashim Ali, Juwayriyah 
Ali, Joseph Bellow, Ken-
ya DeLong-Thompson, Aly 
Garza, Miguel Johnson, Ga-
brriel Laurila, Isaiah Macha-
do, Angela Mena, Lisa Ngo, 
Grace Nguyen, Mia Nguy-
en, MJ Olayimika, Kinora 
Ploucha, Alayana Rodriguez, 
Emma Stone, Alec Tameg-
non, Michael Timmons and 
Danica Titus-Williams.

Merit Roll
Third Grade

 Jaslyn Arrendondo, Alys-
sa Espinoza, Allyssa Espi-
noza, Kelvin Lopez, Dylan 
Mowinkle, Cody Nguyen, 
Nicholas Nguyen, Aubree 
Rodriguez, Donovan Serna, 
Evan Taylor, Samantha Tre-
vino, Elijah Ugalade, Jetzi 
Velasquez, Alex Vouffo and 
Angelina Vu.

Fourth Grade
 Ivan Ayala, Mia Bella 
Garza-Sudario and Jakob 
Hasbell.

Perfect Attendance
Kindergarten

 David Alvarenga, Rylee 
Bacon, Hannah Bui, Andy 
Castillo, Mikey Castillo, Di-
ego Davila, Kinsley Freeman, 
Christian Garza, Ariana Guil-
len, Ryhlan Harmon, Max 
Hernandez, Harley Hurt and 
Xavier Jimenez.
 Reagan Landis, Sydney 
Landis, Mateo Mancillas, 
Drake Nguyen, Deji Oreg-
besan, Alexavier Rodriguez, 
Estefania Rodriguez, Carlos 
Soto, Zoie Sudario, Liam 
Thomas, Abby Villanueva, 
Emanuel Williams and Hus-
sein Zamzam.

First Grade
 Adiana Padilla, Chris-
topher Alvarez, Brooklyn 
Coronado, Emilio DelaGar-
za, Samantha DeLuna, Myla 
Figueroa, Alynna Gonzales, 
Howard Green, Elijah Her-
nandez, Jaden Jimenez, Long 
Le, Timothy Lloyd and Pablo 
Lopez.
 Phuwadet Maingot, Ma-
son Martinez, Chloe May-
cott, Gabriel Melchor, Josh-
ua Salazar, Levi Sanchez, 
John Sanchez, Nathan Torres, 
Giselle Tran, Evan Treadway, 
Kallie Troxler, Christiana Vu 
and Oscar Yanez.

Second Grade
 Jacob Aguirre, Noah Ale-
man, Shelby Armstrong, Ali-
jah Banda, Iduna Baruwa-Et-
ti, Aja Breaux, Kayleigh 
Broussard, Adam Cid, Kayla 
De Robles, Delilah Deleon, 
Kenya Delong-Thompson, 
Issaac DeLuna, Bryce Ed-
wards and Adrian Garza.
 Josue Herrera, Jaylen Hill, 
Rya Hurd, Nathalie Huynh, 
Luke Kellen, Jerron Lendsey, 
Isaiah Lopez, Elizabeth Lo-
pez, Andres Lopez, Donovan 
Martinez, Marissa Martinez, 
Caylee Martinez, Damian 
Martinez, David Melchor and 
Santiago Morales.
 Ava Morin, Grace Nguy-
en, MJ Olaymika, Meredyth 
Onsugo, Damien Pereida, 
Kinora Ploucha, Alayna Ro-
driguez, Paul Salinas, Lo-
gan Stewart, Dexter Sulli-
van, Hendrex Taganahan, 
Alec Tamegnon, Nala Tealer, 
Audrey Teters, Danica Ti-
rus-Williams, Benson Ton, 
Leslie Torres, Justin Tran and 
Hassan Zamzam.

Third Grade
 Damian Aguilera, Olivia 
Antoine, Ibrahim Asif, Evan 

Bowden, Alexandria Byrd, 
Mariya Colbert, Cynthia 
Contreras, Khloe Coronado, 
Shawn Deedman, Carlos Del-
gado, Kyleigh Dorsey, Alana 
Espinoza, Macy Figueroa, 
Joey Garcia, Kareli Garza 
and Tristan Gause.
 Lynley Gillis, Dayo-
na Goldsby, Kyler Gomez, 
Ayzel Gonzalez, Gage Gon-
zalez, Ke’Lyjah Jackson, 
Carolyn Jaramillo, Anthony 
Jennings, Jeremiah Johnson, 
Marina Kostikoglou, Sheyla 
Le, Javieah Lewis, Hayden 
Limas, Kelvin Lopez and Au-
drey Lopez.
 Mackenzie Martinez, 
Kailen McLaren, Dylan 
Mohwinkle, Morgan Momie, 
Liberty Moody, Katelinh 
Moore, Evan Mora, Zain-
ab Naveed, Justin Nguyen, 
Andrew Nguyen, Nicholas 
Nguyen, Luciano Padilla and 
Jeremiah Perez.
 Matthew Perez, Jonny 
Pham, Justin Pham, Bian-
ca Pineda, Kendrick Ramos, 
Jeremiah Rivero, Bella Rus-
sell, Carlos Sanchez, Jaliyah 
Silas, Christiane Simpson, 
Jayda Stewart, Marissa Tave-
ra, Evan Taylor, Elijah Ugal-
de, Issac Urquieta, Jasmin 
Vasquez, Alex Vouffo, Ange-
lina Vu and Nathan Vu.

Fourth Grade
 Julian Acevedo, Kayla 
Akinfenwa, Shawn Arm-
strong, Alex Baumgarten, 
Nathaniel Belleville, JaDar-
rell Brooks, Alonzo Chap-
man, Vanessa DelaFuente, 
Caeleb Echavarria, Madelyn 
Esposito, Kenzie Fernandez 
and Ozzi Fuentes.
 Jonathan Garcia, Mia 
Bella Garza-Sudario, Adam 
Gonzales, Evalyna Gonza-
lez, Abigail Gutierrez, Tava-
ris Haulcy, Ava Hernandez, 
London Herrera, Aiden Ho, 
Richsmond Huynh, Davion 
Johnson, Sheyanne Kellan, 
Jayden Lee, Jacob Little and 
Morgan McGee.
 Ayla Mitchell, Ayden 
Munoz, Jawad Naser, Bao 
Ngo, Jennifer Nguyen, Minh 
Nguyen, Daniel Nguyen, 
Haley Nguyen, Mary Nguy-
en, Michelle Nguyen, Chloe 
Nunez, Kinotsu Ploucha, Lei-
la Reyes, Gia Rodrigues, Jus-
tin Rubio and Justin Salinas.
 Oscar Salinas, Matthew 
Salinas, Cy’Moria Silas, 
Daniel Soto, Addison Tay-
lor, Emily Taylor, Mina Tran, 
Blake Treadway, Fernando 
Vargas, Noah Villareal, Jo-
seph Vivier and Christopher 
Vu.

Principal’s Award
First Grade

 Jennifer Aguirre, Saman-
tha Alexander, Christopher 
Alvarez, Kayren Avery, Gen-
esis Banda, Brock Bernard, 
Maham Bukhari, Maddison 
Campos, Lola Carrizal, Ash-
ton Carter, Gabriel Castil-
lo, Sabrina Cavazos, Sophia 
Cavazos, Alex Chavez, Lila 
Collazos, Brooklyn Corona-
do and Carissa Cortez.
 Kate Dao, Tori DeHoyos, 
Emilio DeLaGarza, Saman-
tha DeLuna, Gael Diaz, Pey-
ton Dowell, Iris Durrette, Ava 
Dyer, Myla Figueroa, Carter 
Fletcher, Gabriella Franklin, 
Matteo Garciduenas, Adelyn 
Garza, Alynna Gonzales, Mia 
Gonzalez, Lance Goree and 
Aaron Guillen.
 Erieal Henderson, Ri-
ley Hensley, Aubrey Her-
nandez, Elijah Hernandez, 
Jeanette Hernandez, Sebas-
tian Hernandez, Durriyah 
Hill, Blake Hughes, Sabil-
la James, Ramon Jaramil-
lo, Jaden Jimenez, Davion 
Jones, Bradley Jones, Soha 
Khan, Adrian Kiel, Alessan-
dra Labra, Alice Lam and 
Jayda Lasker.
 Long Le, Timothy Lloyd, 
Pablo Lopez, Phuwadet Ma-
ingot, Juliet Martinez, Mel-
anie Martinez, Mason Mar-
tinez, Chloe Maycott, Brady 
McNeal, Michelle Medra-
no, Gabriel Melchor, Leile 
Monroe, Annie Nguyen, Hil-
lary Nguyen, Ethan Nguyen, 
Isaac Ortiz, Ava Ortiz and 
Adiana Padilla.
 Abby Palma, Carter 
Pham, Nathan Precella, Mel-
ody Ramirez, EJ Reynolds, 
Jayden Richardson, Grayson 
Riley, Emily Rodriguez, John 
Sanchez, Levi Sanchez, Mar-
ion Schroder, Jude Scmitt, 
Brianna Scott and Nathaniel 
Simpson.
 Evelyn Spears, Kelan 
Toney, Nathan Torres, Giselle 
Tran, Evan Treadway, Leon-
ardo Trevino, Kaisen Troxler, 
Kallie Troxler, Brandon Vivi-
er, Christiana Vu, Kelvin Wi-
ley, Cielo Wright, Oscar Ya-
nez, Alex Yonko and Ghazal 
Zamzam.

Second Grade
 Isaiah Ambriz, Adan 
Aguilar, Devin Aguilera, Ja-
cob Aguirre, Noah Aleman, 
Hashim Ali, Juwayriyah Ali, 
Shelby Armstrong, Bethany 
Avelar, Alijah Banda, Iduna 
Barawa-Etti, Teyonna Bea-
son, Braden Bell, Joseph Bel-
low, Kaci Lynn Bernard and 
Aja Breaux.
 Kayleigh Brossard, Ana-
bella Cancel, Sophie Cen-
teno, Elizabeth Cervantes, 
Adam Cid, Sophia Cleary, 
Kayla De Robles, Delilah 
Deleon, Isaac DeLuna, Ken-
ya Deluna-Thompson, Kar-
son Edwards, Trent Edwards, 

Bryce Edwards, Langston 
Edwards, Miguel Galan and 
Chloe Garcia.
 Aly Garza, Adrian Garza, 
Isabella Gonzales, Roberto 
Granados, Jasmin Hernan-
dez, Josue Herrera, Jaylen 
Hill, La’Riah Houston, Rya 
Hurd, Nathalie Huynh, Mi-
guel Johnson, Crysta Keim, 
Luke Kellan, Gabriela Lau-
rila, Jerron Lendsey, Andres 
Lopez, Isaiah Lopez, Eliza-
beth Lopez, Isaiah Machado 
and Ava Marin.
 Donovan Martinez, Ma-
rissa Martinez, Caylee Mar-
tinez, Brandon McNeal, Pau-
la Medrano, David Melchor, 
Angela Mena, Santiago Mo-
rales, Zamira Mosley, Hailey 
Naughton, Lisa Ngo, Grace 
Nguyen, Mia Nguyen, MJ 
Olayimika, Meredyth Ongu-
so, Emma Parker and Damian 
Pereida.
 Kinora Ploucha, Gabi 
Ramirez, Julie Rich, Jacob 
Rios, Alayna Rodriguez, 
Abby Rodriguez, Jayme Ro-
driguez, Mia Roppolo, Lili-
ana Salazar, Makayla Sala-
zar, Paul Salinas, Abriella 
Sanchez, Ty Sandles, Kai-
lynn Scott, Kolton Smith, 
Bella Starks, Logan Stewart, 
Emma Stone and Lori Su-
arez.
 Dexter Sullivan, Alec 
Tamegnon, Nala Teal-
er, Audrey Teters, Kayla 
Thomas, Krystal Thomas, 
Michael Timmons, Danica 
Titus-Williams, Chris Tor-
res, Leslie Torres, Benson 
Tran, Justin Tran, Hayden 
Walker, Simra Zafar and 
Hassan Zamzam.

Third Grade
 Damian Aguilera, Ibra-
him Ali, Ayan Alijafri, Olivia 
Antoine, Jaslyn Arredondo, 
Paige Bernanrd, Jordan Ber-
nard, Evan Bowden, Alexan-
dria Byrd, Savannah Castillo, 
Chancellor Conley, Anthony 
Corbett, Leslie Costa, Alys-
sa Espinoza, Alana Espinoza, 
Macy Figueroa and Courtlyn 
Fletcher.
 Kareli Garza, Tristan 
Gause, Nathan Gaytan, Ro-
meo Gill, Lynely Gillis, 
Ayzel Gonzalez, Isabel-
la Gonzalez, Alyssa Goree, 
Vivian Hang, Nolan Hua, 
Ke’Lijah Jackson, Carolyn 
Jaramillo, Anthony Jennings, 
Jeremiah Johnson, Marina 
Kostikoglou, Allyssa Laurila 
and Sheyla Le.
 Hayden Limas, Kel-
vin Lopez, Audrey Lopez, 
Mackenzie Martinez, Kellan 
McCalla, Kailen McLaren, 
Mariana Mejia, Adlin Mena, 
Morgan Momie, Katelinh 
Moore, Evan Mora, Cody 
Nguyen, Justin Nguyen, An-
drew Nguyen, Hayly Nguyen 
and Nicholas Nguyen.
 Lucian Padilla, Sujina 
Pandit, Ethan Pereida, Juliana 
Perez, Matthew Perez, Bian-
ca Pineda, Vihaan Prakash, 
Damien Ram, Kendrick Ra-
mos, Ashley Reng, Jeremiah 
Rivero, Aubree Rodriguez, 
Emily Salinas, Katelline Sa-
linas, Manuel Sanchez and 
Carlos Sanchez.
 Donovan Serna, Jaliyah 
Silas, Jamaya Simmons, 
Persephone Soria, Jayda 
Steward, Marissa Tavera, 
Evan Taylor, Sara Teng, Sa-
mantha Trevino, Elijah Ugal-
de, Issac Urquieta, Jadyn Val-
ladro Cantu, Faith Vasquez, 
Katia Vazquez, Jetzi Velas-
quez, Jabari Venson, Alex 
Vouffo, Angelina Vu, Na-
than Vu, Azyla Williams and 
Heather Yount.

Fourth Grade
 Julian Acevedo, Anthony 
Agirre, Kayla Akinfenwa, 
Leovanni Alarez, Surre-
al Alcorta, Xavier Ambriz, 
Shelby Armstrong, Joshua 
Arrendondo, Adrian Arre-
ola, Kendall Ashworth, 
Ivan Ayala, Kaila Baltzell, 
Nathaniel Belleville, Ka-
tia Boardman, Akira Bru-
el, Kylie Campos, Anthony 
Cancel, Ava Castillo, Jakei-
da Cervantes and Alonzo 
Chapman.
 Macy Cooper, Cecilia 
Cruz, Khayden Davis, John 
Duarte, Caeleb Echavarria, 
Madelyn Esposito, Foseph 
Faz, Kenzie Fernandez, Joel 
Fisher, Mia Bell Garza-Su-
dario, Emily Golenko, Bel-
en Gomez, Adan Gonzales, 
Evalyna Gonzalez, Abigail 
Gutierrez, Lance Heath and 
Ava Hernandez.
 Audrina Hernandez, Lon-
don Herrera, Aiden Ho, 
Aiden Hughes, Richsmond 
Huynh, Layla Jack, Davion 
Johnson, Sheylanne Kellen, 
Alex Le, Danton Le, Jason 
Leahman, Jayden Lee, Jacob 
Little, Jaylyn Lopez, Santi-
ago Lopez, Mario Martinez 
and Sarah Massey.
 Mia Mata, Lennyn Men-
doza, Ayla Mitchell, Jessica 
Moise, Madison Moore, Lau-
ren Moorer, Ayden Munoz, 
Bao Ngo, Jennifer Nguyen, 
Haley Nguyen, Mary Nguy-
en, Michelle Nguyen, Chloe 
Nunez, Max Perez and Ethan 
Perez.
 Kinotsu Ploucha, Leila 
Reyes, Justin Salinas, Mat-
thew Salinas, Oscar Salinas, 
Cy’Moria Silas, Daniel Soto, 
Makayla St. Romain, Addison 
Taylor, Emily Taylor, Mina 
Tran, Jalen Tran, Gavynn Tre-
vino, Noah Villareal, Joseph 
Vivier and Thu Vo.

CCISD cruises the sea to raise 
money for academic enrichment
 The Clear Creek Educa-
tion Foundation and the Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District partnered with the Ke-
mah Boardwalk to provide a 
unique hands-on learning op-
portunity for CCISD culinary 
arts students aboard the Gulf 
Coast’s largest charter yacht, 
the Boardwalk FantaSea.
 The sold out “Cruising the 
Sea with CCISD” culinary 
cruise took place on March 
1 with more than 100 guests 
in attendance and raised more 
than $8,000 to support aca-
demic enrichment programs 
in CCISD.
 This was an event that 
showcased the many great 
programs offered in CCISD: 
 Clear Creek ISD culinary 
students prepped, cooked and 
served an exquisite meal with 
executive chefs.
 Clear Falls High School 
Troubadours and Clear Brook 
High School’s head choir di-
rector, Jon Marcum, put on 
quite a vocal and musical per-
formance for all the guests.

 Nicolas Mason, Clear 
Springs audio visual produc-
tion student recorded great 
video footage of the night and
centerpieces were created by 
Clear Springs High School 
fl oral design students.
 The event logo was de-
signed by Clear Springs High 
School junior Lisa Kitchen.
 “We are always looking 
for new and diverse opportu-
nities for our students,” said 
Dana Morgan, director of ca-
reer and technical education 
for the Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District. “Pre-
paring and serving a gour-
met dinner on a yacht for a 
dinner cruise was a unique 
experience that the students 
will always remember. We 
are so grateful to the Kemah 
Boardwalk for their mentor-
ship and partnership in this 
endeavor.”
 Funds raised from this 
event will be split with 50 per-
cent going to the CCISD culi-
nary arts program and 50 per-
cent to CCEF to help inspire 

educational excellence through 
special programs.

Educational Grant
Opportunities

 CCEF is proud to offer the 
following educational grant 
opportunities for CCISD 
teachers and students in order 
to help them take education 
to the next level:
 Teacher Innovative Grants: 
Teachers apply for Teacher 
Innovative Grants to imple-
ment innovative, hands-on 
instructional ideas that enrich 
the classroom learning expe-
rience in academic areas such 
as math, science, language 
arts and technology.
 Student–Teacher Inno-
vative Grants: This program 
supports “Student-Teacher 
Innovative Projects.” An in-
dividual student or a team of 
students may apply under the 
guidance and sponsorship of 
a teacher.
 Mini–Grants: A Mini-
Grant is intended to enhance 
classroom learning by pro-
viding needed resources that 

are not available.
 Special Innovative Grants: 
A Special Innovative Grant is 
a large grant amount of up to 
$50,000 designed to encour-
age and support innovative 
teaching and learning on a 
large scale.
 Science Fair Innovative 
Grants: Secondary students 
may apply for a Science Fair 
Innovative Grant to enhance 
their science fair project.  
Students must apply under 
the guidance and sponsorship 
of a teacher.

National Board Teacher 
Certifi cation

 CCEF encourages teach-
ers to achieve the highest and 
most rigorous standards set 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education by offering its fi -
nancial support.

Clear Horizons Early
College High School

 CCEF supplements tuition 
for students who simultane-
ously earn a college associ-
ates degree and a high school 
diploma.

Free self-defense classes
 The American Society of Karate offers free one-hour self-de-
fense and martial arts classes for ages 13-80 at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes, on Fridays at 7:30 p.m. 
through May 25. For details, email Michael.Alonzo@ASKKara
te.com or call 281-788-5930. 

Groundbreaking for new 
Clear Creek ISD elementary 
 The construction of the future home of the Florence Campbell Elementary will begin on 
Thursday, April 19, 2018 with the ceremonial groundbreaking scheduled at 1 p.m. at the 
League City school site. 
 The school will be the Clear Creek Independent School District’s 27th elementary school. 
It is named after the mother of developer, Travis Campbell who generously donated the land to 
the district.
  Some of the features of this 1,000-student capacity elementary school include a dedicated 
building for the Galveston-Brazoria Cooperative for the Hearing Impaired, designated collab-
orative and creative spaces for each grade level, and an expanded stacking lane for vehicles in 
an effort to move cars off the main thoroughfares.
  The $43.0 million school was approved by voters as part of the 2017 CCISD Bond program. 
The project, led by VLK architects, is expected to be open for learning in August 2019. 
  The groundbreaking will be held at 6605 West League City Parkway. 

Drug take-back event set for April 28
 Houston District E City 
Council Member Dave 
Martin has announced that 
National Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day will take 
place on Saturday, April 28, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 The event will be held 
at the Houston Police De-

partment’s Clear Lake Sub-
station, located at 2855 Bay 
Area Blvd.
 The national event, spon-
sored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice Drug En-
forcement Administration, 
aims to provide safe and 
convenient disposal of pre-

scription drugs, while also 
educating the public on the 
potential for the abuse of pre-
scription medications. Sites 
will be available throughout 
the city for residents to drop 
off unused or expired drugs 
for safe disposal by law en-
forcement personnel.

 To learn more about Na-
tional Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day, visit www.
deadiversion.usdoj.gov/
drug_disposal/takeback.
 For more information, 
contact the District E of-
fi ce at 832-393-3008 or dis
tricte@houstontx.gov.

LSA presents Visual Fine Arts Night
 Lutheran South Acade-
my’s Fine Arts Department 
will host its inaugural Visual 
Fine Arts Night on Thursday, 
May 3, in the school cafeteria 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
 The event will feature a 
formal presentation by San-
ta Fe artist Mike Quinn. His 
lifelong fascination with ani-

mals is refl ected in his whim-
sical creatures, including 
tribal masks, large scale fi -
berglass sculptures, paintings 
and his trusty line of Fish 
With Attitude. 
 His artwork has been 
sold from coast to coast and 
around the world for more 
than 20 years.

 A gallery of various art 
forms from LSA students 
grades two through 12 will 
also be featured, including 
all winning art pieces from 
the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo, high school Tex-
as Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools (TAPPS) 
art and a variety of two- and 

three-dimensional pieces.
 “This will be a memorable 
evening to experience the arts 
and admire the God-given 
gifts and talents of our ac-
complished student artists,” 
said Susanne Franson, LSA 
assistant to head of school.
 For more information, call 
Franson at 281-464-8299.

Meador’s Pasadena Noon Optimist Outstanding Citi-
zenship recipients Rachel Rivera (fourth-grader, second 
from left), Joey Gonzalez (third-grader, third from left) 
and counselor Tara Merida (far right) were honored 

Students, counselor honored by Optimists

at a ceremony Thursday evening, April 5 with keynote 
speaker Jeff Wagner, mayor of Pasadena. Shown with 
the recipients is Beverly Bolton (Meador principal). 
 Photo by  Amy Clowers 

 The Clear Creek Asso-
ciation of Retired Teachers 
will hold its May meeting on 
Tuesday, May 8.
 The meetings are held at 
the Bay Area Community 
Center, 5002 NASA Parkway 
in Seabrook.
 The featured speakers will 
be Dr. Greg Smith, CCISD 
superintendent and Vicki 
Mimms, Dickinson ISD su-
perintendent.

 The meeting will start at 
9:30 a.m. with a social gath-
ering for coffee. The busi-
ness meeting will begin at 
10 a.m.
 This is the fi nal meeting 
before the summer break 
and will feature the annual 
barbecue luncheon.  
 All Texas retired school 
employees from the area are 
invited.  
 The annual dues are $50.

CCART plans to meet

San Jacinto College sets calendar briefs
 San Jacinto College has 
announced its calendar brief.

Registration now open
 Registration is now open 
for classes that start on May 
14 and June 4. For more in-
formation on steps to register, 
visit sanjac.edu/apply-regis
ter/overview/registration.

Fine Arts Friday concert
 The San Jacinto College 
North campus fi ne arts de-
partment will host a free 
Fine Arts Friday concert on 
Friday, April 13, at noon, in 
the fi ne arts theater, building 
N1. For more information, 
email Edgar Moore at edgar.
moore@sjcd.edu.

Softball vs. Lamar
State College

 The San Jacinto College 
softball team will face Lamar 
State College on Saturday, 
April 14, at 3 p.m. All home 

games are played on the 
South campus softball fi eld 
and are free and open to the 
public.

Cosmetology European 
facials

 San Jacinto College 
North campus cosmetology 
students will provide Euro-
pean facials in the campus 
salon, building 10, room 
N10.212, on Tuesday, April 
17, and Thursday, April 19, 
from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. The 
cost is $20. For more infor-
mation or to make an ap-
pointment, contact the San 
Jacinto College North cam-
pus cosmetology salon at 
281-459-7108.

Spring Application Day
 The San Jacinto College 
offi ce of recruiting will host 
Spring Application Day for 
prospective students at the 

Central, North and South 
campuses:
 Wednesday, April 18, 
Central campus, Interactive 
Learning Center Student Suc-
cess Lab, building one, room 
C1.130.
 Wednesday, April 18, 
North campus, Welcome 
Center Student Success Lab, 
building six, room N6.104.
 Thursday, April 19, South 
campus, Welcome Center 
Student Success Lab, build-
ing six, room S6.150.
 All Spring Application 
Day events are held from 5 
to 7 p.m. Attendees will learn 
more about San Jacinto Col-
lege and receive assistance in 
completing applications for 
admission and fi nancial aid. 
Free snacks, drinks and priz-
es will also be available. For 
more information, contact the 
San Jacinto College offi ce of 
recruiting at 281-998-6150, 
ext. 1076.

“La Speranza”
orchestra concert

 The San Jacinto College 
Central campus music de-
partment will host the La 
Speranza orchestra concert 

on Thursday, April 19, at 7 
p.m. in the Monte Blue Mu-
sic building, building C5. 
The concert is sponsored by 
Fran Koiner. For more infor-
mation, email Geneva Fort at 
geneva.fort@sjcd.edu.

Community Education 
Center events

 The San Jacinto College 
Central Campus Community 
Education Center is located 
at 8060 Spencer Highway in 
Pasadena, Building One, room 
C-1.108. The San Jacinto Col-
lege North Campus Commu-
nity Education Center is lo-
cated at 5800 Uvalde Road in 
building two, room N-2.112. 
The Community Education 
Centers will host the follow-
ing April workshops that are 
free and open to the public. 
To register, call 281-478-2786 
or email communityeduca
tion@sjcd.edu.
 Central campus, Stretch-
ing and Relaxation, April 13,  
from noon to 12:30 p.m.
 World Day for Safety and 
Health at Work, April 16, 
from noon to 1 p.m.
 Spanish for Beginners, 
April 18, from noon 1 p.m.

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confi dential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do
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Remember When

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas               281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

40 years ago ( 1978)
 Boys from Scout Troop 
3 completed a merit badge 
project called “Citizenship in 
the Community” by painting 
all 53 fi replugs in the Sage-
meadow subdivision.
 Stop signs were installed 
at Sabo Road and Kirkglen; 
Sabo Road and Sageforest; 
Kirkdale and Beamer Road; 
Kirkfalls and Kirkmeadow; 
and Kirkholm and Kirkdale.

35 years ago ( 1983)
 Several cars in the park-
ing lot of Sagemont Baptist 
Church were vandalized. 
 George A. Thompson cel-
ebrated his 76th birthday at 
the school which bears his 
name. Principal E.J. Ritchey 
presented Thompson with 
student artwork and a gold 
lion.

30 years ago (1988)
 Galena Park Police Sgt. 
Gary Freeman upset incum-
bent Paul McClure in the 
Democratic runoff for the 
constable seat in Precinct 2.
 The San Jacinto College 
South student campus center 
was to be named in honor of 
college district trustee J.D. 
Bruce.

25 years ago (1993)
 The Thompson Intermedi-
ate School Academic Games 
team won both district and 
state championships and won 
the right to advance to nation-
als against Baltimore via a 
satellite hookup in May. The 
team was coached by Caro-
lyn Carmichael, Nancy Gru-
ber, Rick Flores and Sarah 
Young.
 New tenants pushed Al-
meda Mall toward 100 per-
cent occupancy.
 The interim superinten-
dent of Pasadena schools 
Rick Schneider outlined a re-
tirement incentive program to 
the board. Under the propos-
al, eligible employees would 
need to meet qualifi cations 
for the Teacher Retirement 
System standard benefi t. The 

program was designed to pro-
vide cost savings to the dis-
trict through a reduction in 
total payroll costs, according 
to Schneider. Two different 
options were offered.

20 years ago (1998)
 Thompson’s Academic 
team won the right to com-
pete in the national fi nals of 
the Academic League tour-
nament by defeating Crosby 
Middle School from Jeffer-
son County, Ky. 46-45.
 Dobie students Stephanie 
Willis, Tina Le Blanc, Alfred 
Sanchez and Scott Sexton were 
awarded scholarships from the 
Atkinson Elementary PTO.

15 years ago (2003)
 The South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
broke ground for the building 
which became the organiza-
tion’s permanent home.
 Approximately 15,000 
eggs were gathered in less 
that 90 seconds at the annu-
al Easter egg hunt sponsored 
by County Commissioner El 
Franco Lee, Constable Gary 
Freeman and Justice of the 
Peace Jo Ann Delgado.
 Krystal Marie McCarty, 
18, her brother, a juvenile, 
and Freeman Jason Taylor, 
19, had all charges dropped 
in the aggravated robbery of 
Po Man’s fi reworks stand.

10 years ago (2008)
 An early morning shoot-
ing in the 11900 block of 
Kirkway led to an Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment raid on a house the fol-
lowing evening. Numerous 
residents in the street, located 
in the Sagemont Park sub-
division, called 911 around 
4:30 a.m. after hearing sev-
eral gunshots. One Houston 
police offi cer responded to 
fi nd a man shot in the leg. 
The victim, who had fl ed to a 
neighboring home after being 
shot, said he was one of about 
20 illegal immigrants who 
had just arrived from Mex-
ico at a house on the block 

when multiple cars drove by 
and opened fi re. Witnesses 
said three to fi ve cars were 
involved in the incident.
 An elderly Kirkmont res-
ident narrowly escaped in-
jury when he lost control of 
his vehicle while westbound 
on the Beltway 8 feeder road 
at Beamer. The man’s truck 
leveled a Shell gasoline price 
sign, nearly struck a gas 
pump and clipped another 
truck before slamming into 
an unoccupied parked car.
 South Belt resident Adri-
enne Ingalls was awarded a 
Texas Society of CPA Ac-
counting Education Founda-
tion scholarship. Ingalls was 
a student at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake.
 Melanie Calverley of Riv-
erstone Ranch competed in 
the U.S. Adult National Fig-
ure Skating Championships 
held in Lake Placid, N.Y. 
She received a silver medal 
for second place in the fi nal 
round of the Silver Ladies 
Class II level free skate, earn-
ing her the title of the 2008 
U.S. Silver Ladies II silver 
medalist.

5 years ago (2013)
 Local homebuilder and 
Republican campaign donor 
Bob Perry died in his sleep 
Saturday, April 13, at 80 years 
of age. Perry played a major 
role in the development of 
the South Belt community, as 
his company, Perry Homes, 
was responsible for building 
houses in several area subdi-
visions, including Sagemont, 
Sagemont Park, Sagemead-
ow and Sageglen, as well as 
several local apartment com-
plexes and townhouses.
 Former Dobie track coach 
John Bryan and former Do-
bie track standout Gawain 
Guy (Class of 1981) were 
honored Saturday, April 
13, by the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District as 
two of eight inductees to 
the district’s Athletics Hall 

of Fame. Bryan led the area 
high school to multiple state 
championships during the 
1980s.

1 year ago (2017)
 Following months of 
complaints from residents 
and an extensive police in-
vestigation, the controversial 
convenience store located at 
the intersection of Beamer 
and Hughes Road was de-
molished the afternoon of 
Monday, April 10, after being 
closed for several weeks.
 According to investigators 
from the Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Constable’s offi ce, the 
store, along with several others 
in the Houston area under the 
same ownership, were alleged-
ly selling large quantities of 
Kush, a synthetic marijuana 
product. An investigation 
conducted by Precinct 2’s 
Special Operations Division 
and a special unit from the 
Houston Police Department 
determined three area stores 
were part of the citywide 
ring, including a store in the 
500 block of FM 1959 (Dixie 
Farm Road) and a previous-
ly closed store on the Gulf 
Freeway, in addition to the 
store located at the corner 
of Beamer and Hughes. A 
search warrant was executed 
on all three stores on Wednes-
day, March 29. The raid on 
the Dixie Farm store resulted 
in a large seizure of Kush and 
multiple arrests. Investigators 
believe the store at Beamer 
and Hughes had been previ-
ously vacated as the result of 
heavy police presence. 
 A ribbon-cutting took 
place Saturday, April 8, at 
El Franco Lee Park com-
memorating the opening of 
the park’s new splash pad. 
The event was hosted by 
Harris County Precinct One 
Commissioner Rodney Ellis, 
along with other county offi -
cials. The splash pad was the 
last project the late El Franco 
Lee promised the South Belt 

community.
 An 8-year-old girl with 
ties to the South Belt com-
munity died early Saturday, 
April 8, following a car acci-
dent in League City. Accord-
ing to police, Kelsey Nalepa 
was sitting in the back seat 
of her family’s stopped car 
in the 2600 block of West 
Main when another vehicle 
struck them from behind. 
Nalepa was taken by Life 
Flight to the hospital, where 
she later died. Nalepa was 
the daughter of Marcus and 
Nicole Nalepa. Marcus Nale-
pa is a former Dobie coach, 
and Nicole (Myers) Nalepa 
is a 1995 Dobie graduate and 
played on the 1993 and 1995 
state championship softball 
teams. Erika Diebel, 41, has 
been charged with intoxica-
tion manslaughter with a ve-
hicle for his involvement in 
the accident.

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

ENJOY YOUR BIRTHDAY, SALLY
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to former South Belt-Ellington Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director Sally 
Mitchell, who enjoys a birthday April 16, 
from her family, friends and the staff at the 
Leader.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, KELVIN
 Best wishes for a great birthday are sent 
April 16 to Kelvin Lopez from parents Natalie 
and Jose Abarca and Kevin Lopez; broth-
er Noah and sisters Isabella and Elliana 
Abarca; grandparents David and Ellie 
Flickinger; and great-grandparents Marie 
and David Flickinger.

SANDRA CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Greetings for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to Sandra Williams, who celebrates a birth-
day Wednesday, April 18, from her former 
co-workers at Central Ace Hardware, family, 
friends and the staff at the Leader.

DEAN’S LIST NAMES LOCAL STUDENT
 Congratulations are in order for Chris 
Gohlke, a South Belt student listed on the 
dean’s list for the fall 2017 semester at 
Washington University in St. Louis. Gohlke 
is enrolled in the university’s School of 
Engineering and Applied Science. To qualify 
for this honor, a student must earn a semester 
grade point average of 3.6 or above and be 
enrolled in a minimum of 12 graded units.

for Rosalind Hubbard and Tyler Prestridge. 
Dobie High

 April 12 is the day for a triple birthday cel-
ebration for Connie Hobbs, Stacey LeBlanc 
and Bryan McDonald. Blow out the birthday 
candles for Janice Meyer who enjoys a 
birthday April 14. Joseph Janis celebrates a 
birthday April 17. The day for a birthday gift for 
Joshuah and Christine Kerr is April 18.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes 
to friends who celebrate a birthday this week:
 Thursday, April 12: Elysia Thomas and 
Shelly Little; Friday, April 13: Derek Rudewig, 
Stephen Webb and Laura Townsend; 
Saturday, April 14: Derrick Leadon, Kesha 
Benford, Sean Allenberg, Deanna Morales 
and Michael Morris; Sunday, April 15: Annette 
Black, Marsha Fischer, Lorita Lynn Destin 
and Veronica Lopez; Monday, April 16: Janice 
Elliott, Alex Torres, Marissa Jones and April 
Carter-Akin; Tuesday, April 17: Heike Jurado-
Gabino, Tatiana Gonzalez, Allison Sutton, 
Danielle Goodrum and Jason Sherrill; and 
Wednesday, April 18: Deadra Lozano, Carla 
Rackley, Lydia Sonier, Allison Rogers and 
Tchad Taormina.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south-
beltleader.com by Friday noon for the next 
week’s publication.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel of the Pasadena 
Independent School District celebrate birth-
days April 12 through April 18.

Burnett Elementary
 Victoria Moore marks a birthday April 13.
 Bush Elementary 
 Blow out the birthday candles April 16 for 
Sandra Plaza.

Frazier Elementary
 A special birthday greeting is sent to 
Aimee Shelton April 15. Kevin McDonald 
celebrates a birthday April 17.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday celebration for 
Denise Narvaez is April 16.

South Belt Elementary
 Join in the fun with a birthday celebration 
for Kasey Negron on April 13. Light the birth-
day candles April 17 for Allison Sutton.

Melillo Middle School
 The day for a cake for Carol Tekell is April 
15. Patty Gordon marks a birthday April 19.

Roberts Middle School
 Light the birthday candles April 17 for 
Danielle Goodrum (Hebert).

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Enjoy a slice of a double-layer cake April 
13 with Jenny Hinojosa and Rachel Trader. 
Blow out the birthday candles April 14 for 
Michelle Lester. A party is in order April 18 

UHCL events 
calendar set
 The University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake has announced 
its upcoming calendar of 
events.

“Splendors of the
Italian Baroque”

 Mercury: The Orchestra 
Redefi ned returns to UHCL 
Bayou Theater to treat audi-
ences to sounds of Italian com-
posers from the Baroque peri-
od in a trio of two violins and 
a cello on April 13 at 8 p.m. at 
the Bayou Theater, 2700 Bay 
Area Blvd. 
 Featured composers in-
clude Antonio Vivaldi, Pietro 
Antonio Locatelli, Arcangelo 
Correli and Giuseppe Sam-
martini. Presale tickets are $20 
for adults and $13 for students 
and can be purchased online.
 Tickets at the door are $25 
for adults and $15 for students. 
Free parking available in lot D 
or the visitor lot. To purchase 
tickets or for more informa-
tion, visit www.uhcl.edu/bay
ou-theater.
“Once Upon a Potty: Toilet 

Training Strategies”
 Hear useful tips and tech-
niques on how to successfully 
potty train individuals with au-
tism or developmental disabil-
ities from third-year graduate 
student Morgan Breaux Camp-
bell on April 14 at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Bayou Building, room 
1510, 2700 Bay Area Blvd. 
 The talk is part of the Au-
tism Speaker Series, coordi-
nated by the Center for Autism 
and Developmental Disabil-
ities. Lectures are free and 
open to the public although 
registration is required in ad-
vance.  To learn more or to 
register, visit www.uhcl.edu/au
tism-center.

Film – “The Mask 
You Live In”

 Dive into the multifacet-
ed topic of masculinity as this 
documentary follows young 
men as they navigate today’s 
society where gender, race, 
class and circumstance inter-
sect on April 14 from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Bayou 
Building, room 1510.
 The fi lm will be followed 
by a panel discussion from Bay 
Area Turning Point, a nonprof-
it organization that provides 
resources and services for sur-
vivors of domestic violence 
and sexual assault. The fi lm 
screening is part of the Film 
and Speaker Series. Admis-
sion and parking for the event 
is free. For information, visit 
www.uhcl.edu/campus-life/
arts/fi lm-speaker-series.

UHCL physics
lecture series:

“Spacecraft Charging”
 University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake’s physics lec-
ture series will present “Space-
craft Charging: Hazard Causes, 
Hazard Effects, Hazard Con-
trols” by NASA’s Steven L. 
Koontz, International Space 
Station manager for Space En-
vironments. The lecture is at 7 
p.m. Monday, April 16, in the 
lecture hall of the Student Ser-
vices and Classroom building.
 Koontz, a 30-year NASA 
veteran, specializes in space-
craft charging hazards, which 
are caused by the buildup of 
electrical charge on space-
craft and spacecraft compo-
nents produced by interactions 
with space plasmas, energetic 
charged particles, and solar 
UV photons as well as space-
craft electrical power and pro-
pulsion systems operations. 
These electrical charges can 
affect avionics and electrical 
power systems and have some-

times led to the complete loss 
of spacecraft.
 For his work to understand 
and mitigate these hazards, 
Koontz has been awarded 
several of the space agency’s 
highest honors, including the 
NASA Exceptional Service 
Medal, NASA JSC Center 
Director’s Commendation 
Award, NASA Silver Achieve-
ment Medal and the Astro-
naut’s Personal Achievement 
Award.
 The physics lecture se-
ries is scheduled every week 
in UHCL’s spring semesters, 
in conjunction with two ad-
vanced physics classes. The 
talks are free and open to 
the public. Continuing edu-
cation credits are available 
for a fee. For registration in-
formation, visit www.uhcl.
edu/science-engineering/cen
ters-initiatives/physics-lec
ture-series.

Bayou Theater –
 Brave Combo

 Hear a unique blend of pol-
ka, cumbia, blues and zydeco 
when Texas-based group 
Brave Combo heads to Bayou 
Theater April 27 at 7:30 p.m.
 Presale tickets are $20 for 
adults and $13 for students 
and may be purchased online. 
Tickets at the door are $25 for 
adults and $15 for students. 
Free parking is available in lot 
D or the visitor lot. To purchase 
tickets or for more informa-
tion, visit www.uhcl.edu/bay
ou-theater.
Writing Basics: What All the 

T’s and C’s Mean
 In the second course as 
part of the Purchasing-Supply 
Chain Management Certifi ca-
tion program, attendees will 
learn how to write contracts 
that protect the interests of 
their organization. The course 
will be held April 18 – 19 from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Student 
Services and Classroom build-
ing, room 2237, 2700 Bay Area 
Blvd. The course will cover 
key elements of a contract, 
common clauses and terms 
and the impacts of electronic 
purchasing. Examples of con-
tract language will be provided 
and students are encouraged to 
bring their own contracts for a 
hands-on review. Those who 
register must have already tak-
en “Legal Aspects of Supply 
Chain Management” as a pre-
requisite.
 Costs for the course are 
$995 with group discounts 
available. Participants must 
attend both sessions to re-
ceive credit. For more infor-
mation, call 281-283-3120 
or visit www.uhcl.edu/cen
ter-executive-education.

Implementing
network security

 Students will learn about 
network security, fi rewall con-
fi guration, enabling virtual pri-
vate networks and more to pro-
tect information on network 
devices through hands-on ex-
amples with live equipment.
 Course dates are April 20 – 
21, 27 – 28, May 4 – 5 and 11 – 
12. Fridays session are from 3 
to 8 p.m. and Saturday sessions 
are from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
course will be held at the Delta 
building, room 201, 2700 Bay 
Area Blvd.
 Students who register 
should be familiar with IP ad-
dressing, Windows operating 
system and Cisco IOS net-
working. The fee is $1,300. 
For more information, call 
281-283-3808 or visit www.
uhcl.edu/cyber-security-insti
tute/workforce-development.

CCEF presents annual fashion show
 The 12th annual Clear 
Creek Education Founda-
tion’s fashion show “I Love 
CCISD…. District and Com-

munity Strong” will be held 
on Sunday, April 22, at 4:30 
p.m. at Mercedes Benz of 
Clear Lake, in League City. 

Presented by the Clear Creek 
Education Foundation, pro-
ceeds of the fashion show will 
benefi t programs that enhance 

student learning in the Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District.
 CCISD high school juniors 
who are in good academic 
standing and who demon-
strate all that is positive about 
CCISD have been selected 
to serve as student models 
showcasing newly inspired 
fashions from the generous 
sponsor, Dillard’s – Baybrook 
Mall.
 Featuring runway seating, 
hors d’oeuvre stations from 
local restaurants and a vari-
ety of vignettes straight from 
the talented halls of CCISD. 
The fashion show will again 
be produced by the acclaimed 
Lenny Matuszewski Jr., na-
tionally known fashion event 
producer.
 In anticipation of this 
event, all kindergarteners 
in CCISD participated in a 
“CCISD Strong” T-shirt art 
contest. 
 Congratulations to Levi 
Maldonado, kindergarten-
er in Charlotte Aalund’s art 
class at League City Ele-
mentary, for designing the 
winning art. 
 The winner’s artwork will 
be featured on T-shirts to be 
sold throughout the district 
and at other participating lo-
cations.
 Additionally, the evening 

will host an array of student 
entertainment, career and 
technology program demon-
strations and much more.
 “CCEF loves CCISD! 
Through the fashion show, 
amazing things are able to be 
done that positively affect the 
lives of CCISD students every 
day.
 “We are truly grateful 
for the many volunteers and 
countless businesses and in-
dividuals who fi nancially sup-
port this one of a kind event,” 
said CCEF Executive Kaci 
Hanson. 
 “We invite our parents 
and community friends to 
come out and join us for this 
exciting afternoon Inspiring 
Educational Excellence in 
CCISD,” 
 Event tickets are $75. 
Sponsorship and silent auc-
tion donation opportunities 
are still available
 To purchase tickets, be-
come a sponsor or donate 
an auction item, go to Clear 
Creek Education Founda-
tion. 
 For additional information, 
contact Kelsey Richardson, 
CCEF community marketing 
and events manager at 281-
284-0174.
 All funds raised from the 
event will support some pro-
grams in CCISD.

Continued from Page 1A
fectively plan for future pro-
tection from fl ooding if we 
don’t address and remedy 
past harms.”
 During the fi rst public 
discussion of a proposed 
fl ood bond election at Com-
missioners Court last week, 
county offi cials stated that 
some bond money would be 
necessary to take advantage 
of federal grant funds for 
fl ood control projects that 
require Harris County to pro-
vide matching funds. 
 The court also discussed 
a bond amount that would 
mostly be focused on better 
addressing the fl ood control 
disparities outlined in the 
Consortium’s report. He also 
supports spending local dol-
lars on fl ood control improve-
ments to smaller tributaries 
that rarely receive federal 
funding. 
 “We can’t only focus on 
the federal match because it 
will tilt more money away 
from vulnerable communities 
and potentially neglect the 
smaller tributaries that need 
fl ood control improvements 
too,” Ellis said.
 A higher bond amount 
would also allow for Harris 

County Flood Control Dis-
trict to enhance its voluntary 
buyout program with strong 
case management and relo-
cation services that help resi-
dents fi nd affordable housing 
solutions, which was another 
clear need identifi ed in the 
consortium report and a pri-
ority for Ellis.
 “The consortium’s re-
port makes it clear that we 
face big challenges related 
to fl ood control but there are 
solutions within reach if we 
call for a bond that appropri-
ately and equitably addresses 
these issues,” Ellis said. 
 Ellis also noted, “This is 
our opportunity to go big and 
do right by every communi-
ty by making sure that we 
have the available funds to 
comprehensively and proac-
tively address fl ood control 
throughout the county. It’s 
also our obligation.”
 The Greater Houston 
Flood Mitigation Consor-
tium is made up of leading 
researchers from various aca-
demic institutions throughout 
the Greater Houston area.
 For more information on 
the group or to read the full 
report, visit http://www.hous
tonconsortium.com.

Commissioner Ellis 
on flooding report

Library friends seek items
 
 The Friends of Parker Williams Branch Library 
group is seeking donations of current, gently used fi c-
tion and nonfi ction books, especially adult soft-backs, 
pocket books and children’s books. CDs and DVDs 
will also be accepted. Proceeds will fund summer pro-
grams and other expenses. Donations may be dropped 
off at 10851 Scarsdale.

 This week, a large crate 
fi lled with 35 photographs 
of prehistoric Omani cave art 
never displayed before on any 
American college campus 
was delivered to University 
of Houston-Clear Lake to be 
exhibited the week of April 
16. Her Excellency Hunaina 
Sultan Ahmed Al Mughairy, 
ambassador of the Sultanate 
of Oman to the United States, 
will visit the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake campus 
to view the exhibition of the 
collection.
 This summer, young art 
students from the Houston 
area participating in the cel-
ebration of UH-Clear Lake’s 
Art School for Children’s 40th 
Anniversary will experience 
Oman from a carefully craft-
ed curriculum steeped in the 
history and archeology of the 
Dhofar province and its an-
cient cave art.  Children will 
learn about culture and artistic 
traditions through printmak-
ing, sculpting, drawing, story-
telling and building their own 
mock cave wall, which they 
will paint together in the style 
found in the cave art.
 The artworks were found 
inside numerous caves in the 
Dhofar region of Oman, a re-
gion on the Arabian Peninsu-
la important for frankincense 
production, seafaring and 
trade. Reproductions, includ-
ing photos and prints, have 
made an 8,400-mile journey 
to UHCL. The collection’s 
cross-global odyssey begins 
with Maria Curtis, associate 
professor and director of an-
thropology and cross-cultural 
and global studies.
 “I’ve always had a thing 
for cave art,” Curtis said. 
“When I was a kid, my dad 
and I read books about ar-
chaeology at home. I am 
just fascinated with cave art 
because it is at once artistic, 
historical, and often spiritual 
expressions from people who 
lived so long ago.”
 Last year, as one of the ad-
visers for Model Arab League 
representing Iraq, Curtis went 
to the Iraqi embassy, having 
just returned from a study 
trip to Oman. “I was invited 
to the Sultan Qaboos Cultural 
Center in Washington, D.C., 
which is a cultural center and 
extension of the Omani Em-
bassy,” Curtis said. “The cen-
ter’s executive director, Kath-
leen Ridolfo, asked me if I’d 
like to see some Omani cave 
art they had on exhibit. She 
showed it to me and our stu-
dents, we were all awestruck 
by the clarity and the variety 
of images.”
 Ridolfo told her that ar-
rangements could be made to 
send the art to Houston. “I’ve 
been working on getting this 
collection of cave art here to 
our campus for about a year,” 
Curtis said. As a frequent 
traveler to Oman, Curtis said 
she had seen the general area 
where the caves were located, 
but that they were inaccessi-
ble to the general public. “The 
rock is soft enough to have 
large openings in this particu-
lar region of Oman,” she ex-
plained. “This part of the Ara-
bian Peninsula is the only one 
where there are monsoons, so 
there are times of year when 
it’s green and cool and misty. 
Prehistoric people moved in 
and out of that area. It’s been 
said that the Queen of Sheba 
had her palace there.”
 The caves were temporary 
seasonal dwellings for people 
to survive the lengthy mon-
soon seasons. “People lived 
in the caves with their fam-
ilies and they brought their 
camels to the region to graze 
in the mild green valleys, 
where they probably also en-

gaged in long distance trade,” 
Curtis said. “The area was an 
ancient center of frankincense 
production and distribution. 
We can tell from the art that 
people came to trade and then 
moved on because there are 
pictographic images of what 
appear to be caravan journeys 
and seafaring with beautiful 
vessels. Materials for crafting 
the dhows is also abundant in 
this region, probably explain 
why there are so many images 
of ships and sea journeys de-
picted on the walls.”
 The art, Curtis said, can 
be divided in two categories: 
pictographs and petroglyphs. 
“The petroglyphs are a kind of 
prehistoric carving. “The pic-
tographs tell more of a com-
plete story about people mov-
ing around and amazingly, we 
see they had boats, they are 
done with fi ner precision and 
thinner lines,” she explained. 
“That tells us that these pre-
historic people were really 
sophisticated in their ability to 
craft ships, move across great 
distance, and their ability to 
express themselves in epic 
stories captured in images 
they obviously took great care 
and time to create.
 “They built boats by hand, 
with no machinery at all. I’ve 
never seen any other examples 
of cave art in which actual ve-
hicles were depicted,” Curtis 
continued. “My colleague, 
(assistant professor of anthro-
pology) Dawit Woldu, worked 
on archaeological projects in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea and he is 
struck by their stylistic sim-
ilarities. This tells us clearly 
that these regions have shared 
long cultural and economic 
ties and exchange.”
 There are so many possible 
interpretations of why there 
were so many ships, Cur-
tis said. But no matter how 
they’re analyzed, it demon-
strates that these ancient peo-
ple were communicating with 
each other, they possessed 
wealth, they endured confl ict, 
and that they certainly moved 
around a great deal.
 Looking closely at the pic-
tographs also demonstrates 
how serious these prehistoric 
people were about business 
and trade. “This art predates 
an actual written language, so 
it’s an important historical re-
cord. It’s beyond art because 
it wasn’t created for purely 
for aesthetic purposes,” she 
said. “It’s a written record 
left behind by the people who 
lived in the caves, and often 
one cave might have been in-
habited by multiple families 
across the years, and they 
added on to what was there. 
The images represent contin-
uations of stories, perhaps, or 
can be seen as being in dia-
logue with each other across 
generations,” she said. 
 Ambassador Al Mughairy 
will visit the UHCL campus 
to view the cave art, which 
will be displayed in the Arbor 
Building as the focal point of 
the Art School for Children’s 
40th Anniversary celebra-
tion. This summer, young 
art students will be studying 
archaeology and prehistoric 
cave art using this collection 
as their guide. 
 Mughairy will also tour 
the UHCL campus and lead 
a discussion titled, “Women 
in International Diploma-
cy and Global Leadership” 
at the Student Research and 
Arts Conference taking place 
at UHCL April 16-19. The 
art will be on display in the 
Garden Room in the Bayou 
Building. For more infor-
mation about the Art School 
for Children, visit the web-
site www.uhcl.edu/children
s-art-school/.

Omani cave art
arrives at UHCL

Pasadena Mayor Jeff Wagner (center) was recently honored at an event held at the 
Golfcrest Country Club in Pearland. Wagner, who was sworn into offi ce in July 2017, 
is shown above at the event with area businessmen Thomas Staudt (left) and Randy 
Sparks.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Event honors mayor Wagner
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Summer camp registration now open at SJC
 San Jacinto College has 
scheduled a variety of fun 
and enriching summer camps 
and activities for children of 
all ages at each of its four 
campuses. There is some-
thing for every interest from 
athletics and career explora-
tion, to arts and STEM and 
everything in between.
 Camp prices vary and 
some offer scholarships to 
those who qualify to assist 
with camp tuition. For more 
information and to register 
for camps, visit sanjac.edu/
summer-camps.

Arts
KidSpot Summer Musical 
Theatre Camp for Youth

 Summer at Theatre San 
Jacinto presents an ideal op-
portunity for a child to expe-
rience the range of activities 
possible at a theater.
 Dates: June 4 - 8 and June 
11 - 15. Time: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Location: Central campus, 
Powell Arena Theatre Cost: 
$150, $275 for both weeks. 
Ages: 4 - 18.

Athletics
Baseball Camp

 The San Jac summer base-
ball camp will cover all as-
pects of the game of baseball 
including hitting, base running 
and defensive play at each po-
sition. Proper throwing will be 
emphasized as well. Games 
will also be played to apply all 
phases of the game of baseball. 
Dates: June 12 - 13. Time: 9 
a.m. – noon. Location: North 
campus, John Ray Harrison 
Field at Andy Pettitte Park. 
Cost: $75. Ages: eight - 12.

Softball Camp
 This camp will teach pro-
gressions, offer constructive 
criticism and give assistance 
in improving techniques and 
training. Date: June 15. Time: 
10 a.m. – noon. Location: 
South campus, softball fi eld. 
Cost: $50. Ages: 6 - 12.

Career Exploration
EnergyVenture

 EnergyVenture is a sum-
mer one-week day camp for 
12 - 15-year-old students. 
Camps focus on STEM activ-
ities, skills needed in the en-
ergy industry and future ca-
reer opportunities in the fi eld. 
Visit sanjac.edu/cpdfor more 

information.
 Dates: June 4 - 8 and June 
11 - 15 at Central campus; 
June 18 - 22 and June 25 - 
29 at South campus; July 16 
- 20 at North campus. Times: 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 8 a.m. 
– noon on Friday. Cost: Free 
to those who qualify. Ages: 
12 - 14.

Maritime Venture Camp
 This is a fun, exciting way 
for students to learn about 
the maritime industry. Camp-
ers will have the opportunity 
to explore exciting careers 
available in the area's thriving 
maritime industry. Students 
will take fi eld trips on vessels 
and will get to explore the 
Houston Ship Channel.
 Dates: June 23 - 27 and 
July 9 - 13. Times: 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day and 9 – 11:30 a.m. on 
Friday. Location: Maritime 
campus, Maritime Technolo-
gy and Training Center. Cost: 
$25. Ages: 14 - 17.

For Everyone
Ink Slingers Writing Camp
 Embark on a nautical 
adventure in individual ex-
pression with short stories, 
character development and 
multimedia activities. Dates: 
June 4 - 8. Time: 9 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. Location: Cen-
tral campus, East Classroom 
Building. Cost: $75. Ages: 8 
- 13.

Education AND STEM
Engineering with

Duct Tape
 Using some of the every-
day recycled material and 
lots of duct tape, campers will 
learn the science and build the 
parts needed for boats, rock-
ets, solar panels and more. 
Dates: June 25 – 28. Time: 
8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Location: 
Central campus, Frels Build-
ing. Cost: $125. Ages: 8 - 10.

STEM Survivor Camp
Campers will split into tribes, 
where they will compete in 
challenges such as building 
a running vehicle with only 
household items, construct-
ing a hand-built robot, cre-
ating a solar oven and more. 
Activities will encourage 
STEM learning through fun 
adventures. Dates: July 16 – 

20. Time: 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Location: Central campus, 
Frels Building. Ages: 11 – 
13.

Water-Bots (Beginner)
 Explore underwater ro-
botics, rockets, drones and 
programming; while learn-
ing what aerospace partners 
are planning in the coming 
decades. The camp will pro-
vide a glimpse into the future 
job market. Dates: July 16 
– 20; and July 30 – Aug. 3. 
Time: 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Lo-
cation: Central campus, Sci-
ence Building. Cost: $200.  
Ages:11 - 16.
Water-Bots (Intermediate)
 Explore underwater ro-
botics, rockets, drones and 
programming; while learning 
what aerospace partners are 
planning in the coming de-
cades. The camp will provide 
a glimpse into the future job 
market. Dates: July 23 – 27. 
Time: 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Lo-
cation: Central campus, Sci-
ence Building. Cost: $200. 
Ages: 11 - 16.

Music
All-State Choir Camp

 The All-State Choir Camp 
offers training for high school 
students on the TMEA All-
State choral repertoire to help 
them successfully compete 
during the annual audition 
process. Dates: July 16 – 19. 
Time: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Loca-
tion: Central campus, Monte 
Blue Music Building. Cost: 

$150 Age: high school, ninth 
– 12th grade.
Middle School Band Camp
 The Middle School Band 
Camp is open to any talent 
level band students ages 11 
- 15. Musical activities will 
vary from large rehearsals to 
master classes to sectionals 
to solo competition. Students 
will perform under the batons 
of excellent band conduc-
tors and work with leading 
professional musicians from 
the Houston area. Students 
will learn band works to per-
form a concert the last day of 
camp, Friday at noon. Snacks 
are provided; students are to 
bring a sack lunch each day 
except for Friday, when there 
will be a pizza party. Dates: 
June 11 – 15. Time: 9 a.m. – 
1 p.m. Location: North Cam-
pus, Fine Arts Center. Cost: 
$30. Ages: 11 – 15.

Piano Camp
 Under the direction of 
Dr. Kinghchi Au, the sum-
mer piano camp is designed 
for beginning level students 
ages 6 to 13. Camp activities 
vary and include fundamental 
skills and drills, master class-
es, piano ensemble, basic 
music theory and musical en-
richment. Students will learn 
piano ensemble pieces to 
perform a concert on the last 
day of camp, Friday at noon. 
Snacks are provided; students 
are to bring a sack lunch each 
day except for Friday, when 

Dobie Theatre students participated in the UIL One-Act Play Area 
Competition last week and advanced to the regional level. This marks 
the fourth time in six years that Dobie has made it to the regionals. 
Dobie will compete at San Jacinto College-Central on Saturday, April 
14. The competition begins at 12:30 p.m., and Dobie will perform their 
play, scenes from They Promised her the Moon around 2 p.m. Shown 

Dobie Theatre students advance to regionals

are, left to right, (front row) Stephanie Horton, Elyssa Armenta, Brisa 
Antuez, Anthony Zavala, (middle row) Scotty Fults, Xitlali Martinez, 
Fernando Ortega, Kayla Newsome, Emily Duren, Carlos Cantu, Julis-
sa Davila, Kelly Hancock, Juliet Weigand, (back row) Nathan Wernig, 
Orion Wilson, Nick Keel, Sam Gilbreath, Riley Gilbert, Anthony Ho, 
Felicia Barton, Christopher Scott and Caitlyn Woitena.

San Jacinto Day Festival, 
battle re-enactment set
 The largest battle re-enact-
ment in the state is the center-
piece of the admission-free 
San Jacinto Day Festival, to 
be held on Saturday, April 21 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the 
grounds surrounding the San 
Jacinto Monument. The re-en-
actment recreates the events 
leading up to Texas winning 
its independence from Mexico 
182 years ago at the decisive 
Battle of San Jacinto on April 
21, 1836.
 On Saturday, re-enactors 
from across the state become 
fi gures in Texas history, for 
the day. Visitors can wander 
freely among the Mexican and 
Texan camps to learn what the 
soldiers and their families 
were doing prior to the battle 
in 1836. At 3 p.m., the offi -
cial and historically accurate 
re-enactment of the Battle of 
San Jacinto will begin. With 
hundreds of history re-enac-
tors, this portrayal—complete 
with cannons, horses and py-
rotechnics—is the largest in 
the southwest United States.
 Sponsored by the San Ja-
cinto Museum of History 
Association, the festival is 
a full day of entertainment, 
vendors, food, family activi-
ties, cultural exhibits, games 
and fun set amid living his-
tory: music and dancing on 
three stages featuring coun-
try-western bands, fl amen-
co dancers, Native American 
presentations, square dancers 
and much more; 15+  food 
vendors; make-and-take ac-
tivities and crafts for chil-
dren; children’s train; petting 
zoo; medicine wagon show; 
birds of prey; weavers, spin-
ners, blacksmiths and other 
demonstrators; and dozens 
of unique handcrafted items 
for sale. All festival activities 
are updated regularly on the 
San Jacinto Museum of His-
tory website at www.sanjacin
to-museum.org and Facebook.
com/sjbattlereenactment.
 The offi cial State of Tex-
as ceremony commemorat-
ing the 182nd Anniversary of 
the Battle of San Jacinto will 
take place at 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, April 21. This annual 
event will take place inside 
the monument at the Jesse H. 
Jones Theatre.
 Parking will be signifi -
cantly closer this year. There 
will be several lots along In-
dependence Parkway open 
for the general public. Dis-
abled parking is available at 
the Battleship Texas parking 

lot, disabled placard or license 
plate required, at 3523 Inde-
pendence Parkway, La Porte. 
Only VIPs and media with 
passes will be allowed to park 
at the monument. A map of 
parking lots will be posted as 
event nears. Free shuttles will 
be running between the lots 
and the festival from 9:30 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m.
 For the convenience of 
out-of-town guests, hotels in 
the neighboring city of Deer 
Park are offering discounted 
lodging during the event. Visit 
www.deerparktx.org/tourism 
for links to each of the hotel 
properties such as the Hamp-
ton Inn. Mention the Stay in 
Deer Park program for associ-
ated discount offers.
 “We are so proud to contin-
ue to present this festival with 
free admission, free shuttles 
and free parking, which would 
not be possible without our 
presenting sponsor H-E-B, as 
well as The Dow Chemical 
Company, Pasadena Straw-
berry Festival, City of Deer 
Park, City of La Porte and Ly-
ondellBasell,” said Larry Spa-
sic, San Jacinto Museum of 
History president. “Just as im-
portant are our partners who 
help us coordinate this event, 
including the City of La Porte, 
TPWD, the volunteers from 
San Jacinto College and Deer 
Park ISD, Clean Harbors, La 
Porte EMS and Hampton Inn 
Deer Park.”
 The San Jacinto Monu-
ment is open all day year- 
round except Thanksgiving 
Day, and Dec. 24 and 25. Visi-
tors can ride the elevator to the 
top for a panoramic view of 
the festivities, and to explore 
the special exhibit, watch a 
Texas history movie and tour 
the hundreds of museum piec-
es on display. 
 There are modest admis-
sion fees for the elevator ride, 
movie and the special exhibit 
titled “A Destined Confl ict: 
The U.S. – Mexican War,” 
located inside the monument. 
For more information, the 
public may visit www.sanja
cinto-museum.org and Face-
book, or call 281-479-2421. 
The event is coordinated by 
the San Jacinto Museum of 
History Association with the 
assistance of Texas Parks & 
Wildlife and the San Jacinto 
Volunteers re-enactors.

Entertainment and
educational activities

 Jake Worthington will 
headline the main stage. The 

La Porte native was named 
“Runner-Up” on Season 6 of 
the hit NBC TV Show “The 
Voice” in 2014. 
 Fred Rusk & The Zydeco 
Hi-Steppers will perform on 
the main stage. This band has 
been serving the Houston/
Louisiana and surrounding ar-
eas for 12 years and consists 
of fi ve faithful zydeco musi-
cians that collaborate to bring 
the unique sound of a soulful 
Cajun-French gumbo.
 Danza Azteca Taxcayolotl 
will perform a version of a 
Danza Azteca ceremony with 
a dozen dancers from around 
Texas dressed in colorful re-
galia, wearing headdress 
with beautiful long feathers, 
and utilizing natural instru-
ments to compose traditional 
rhythms for ceremonial danc-
ing. Through dance steps and 
drumbeats, the dancers will 
honor generations of indige-
nous traditions.
 Last Chance Forever, The 
Birds of Prey Conservancy 
will present interactive demon-
strations of magnifi cent birds 
including hawks, owls, eagles, 
falcons and vultures.
 The High School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts 
Mariachi consists of the fol-
lowing instruments: violin, 
trumpet, harp and guitar. The 
program was established 
in 1998 and has performed 
throughout the state.
 Texas Snakes is a fun and 
hands-on educational show of 
many different species of non-
venomous indigenous snakes 
of Texas for the children to 
view and touch. Emphasis is 
on teaching about the environ-
ment and how reptiles provide 
their part for the balance of 
nature.
 Rathkamp German Folk 
Dancers strive to preserve and 
perpetuate the folk dances, 
customs and culture of Ger-
many, Austria and Switzer-
land, and to cultivate a public 
appreciation of these by per-
forming in authentic costume 
accompanied by traditional 
music.
 Bruce Manners presents 
an interactive show that com-
bines family friendly stand-up 
comedy with world class jug-
gling and is best described as 
stand-up juggling. As a stroll-
ing or “atmosphere” entertain-
er, Manners presents world 
class three-ball juggling and 
amazing balance tricks while 
engaging the crowd in a re-
laxed and unobtrusive man-

ner.
 Camel Rides will be avail-
able for a small fee from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Camels played 
an important role in Texas 
history when the state hosted 
the U.S. Army’s camel experi-
ment, a short-lived project that 
used camels to ferry supplies 
across west Texas and the 
Great American Desert from 
1856 to 1866.
 The Park View Interme-
diate Steel Drum Band from 
Pasadena will perform a vari-
ety of steel drum music.
 Gilbert Hernandez is a re-
enactor portraying his great 
grandfather, Santiago Tafolla. 
Tafolla was a Hispanic pioneer 
in Texas and part of the Tex-
as Camel Experiment as well 
as the only known Hispan-
ic in Texas to leave memoirs 
during the Civil War. Hernan-
dez’s presentations consist of 
the story of the Texas Camel 
Connection, working with the 
camels as a Calvary soldier 
and a government employee 
all during the 1850s and 1860s. 
 Mixteco Ballet Folklorico 
provides Houston area youth 
with cultural activities that 
preserve Mexican customs, 
traditions and culture through 
the art of music and dance.
 J.R. “Jack” Edmondson is 
a celebrated historian, author, 
and re-enactor. An alumnus 
of the University of Texas at 
Austin and Texas Christian 
University, he is best known 
for his educational portrayal 
of the illustrious General Sam 
Houston.
 Charles Lara aka Black 
Beaver will re-enact a Dela-
ware blanket trader to teach 
festivalgoers about the Texas 
of the 1800s.
 Dan Barth will use his 
Medicine Show Wagon to tell 
the tales of special 19th cen-
tury cure-all elixirs, and enter-
tain with a little magic. 
 North Harris County Dul-
cimer Society will provide 
musical entertainment on the 
main stage and throughout the 
day.
 Weavers, spinners and oth-
er demonstrators will give visi-
tors a full sense of how life was 
in the early 1800s. Sutlers, ci-
vilians who sold provisions to 
military posts, will be on hand 
to sell or show their wares. 
 Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department will offer archery 
classes for young people. 
 Visitors can also view the 
restored marshlands and look 
for otters, great blue herons, 
osprey, mottled ducks and 
American avocets. The marsh 
is historically important be-
cause it barred the escape of 
many of General Santa Anna's 
troops during the 1836 battle. 
 Representatives of the 
Sons of the Republic of Texas, 
the Texas General Land Offi ce 
and the Texas Independence 
Trail Region will be on hand 
to share their history. 
 Local cities will share their 
information as part of the 
Tourism Trail. 
 Texas Independence Square 
Dancers—square dancers from 
various groups throughout Tex-
as—will demonstrate square 
dancing and give lessons.
 Visitors can browse 
through the vendor area to 
admire unique handcrafted 
items, Texas products and his-
tory-related items. 
 The Children's Area—
sponsored by The Dow 
Chemical Company and Deer 
Park ISD—includes:
 A 55-foot train complete 
with train whistle and Texan 
and American fl ags. 
 Make-and-take history ac-
tivities and crafts created and 
overseen by Gifted/Talented 
specialists from Deer Park ISD.
 Marsha's Petting Zoo with 
sheep, goats and other friendly 
small animals.

there will be a pizza party. 
Dates: June 18 – 22. Time: 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m. Location: North 
campus, Fine Arts Center. 
Cost: $95. Ages: 6 – 13. 

Woodwind and
Brass Camp

 The Woodwind and 
Brass Camp is open to high 
school-level woodwind play-
ers and brass players. Daily 
musical activities will in-
clude large rehearsals, com-
prehensive master classes, 
and sectionals led by some 
of the fi nest woodwind and 
brass musicians in Houston.
 The camp is designed to 
provide teens with the insight 
and skill development to be 
more consistent performers 
through an intensive program 
of study. Snacks are provid-
ed; students are to bring a 
sack lunch each day except 
for Friday, when there will be 
a pizza party.
 Dates: July 17 – 21. Time: 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Location: 
North campus, Fine Arts Cen-
ter. Cost: $30. Ages: 14 – 19.

San Jacinto College
campus locations

 Central campus - 8060 
Spencer Highway, Pasadena.
 North campus - 5600 
Uvalde Road, Houston.
 South campus - 13735 
Beamer Road, Houston.
 Maritime campus - 3700 
Old Hwy. 146, La Porte.
 Camp dates, times and 
costs are subject to change.

HCMG sets upcoming event dates
 The Harris County Master Gardeners has announced the upcoming events for April.
 Open Garden Day will be held on Monday, April 16, from 9 to 11 a.m. at the Genoa Friend-
ship Gardens Educational Center Building, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff Road. This event is free. 
There will be plants for sale in the greenhouse. For more information, call 713-274-0950 or 
visit the website hcmga.tamu.edu.
 On Thursday, April 19, the  Harris County Master Gardeners Green Thumb Series Soils And 
Composting will be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Freeman Branch Library, 16616 Diana 
Lane. This event is free. For more information, call 713-274-0950 or visit hcmga.tamu.edu.

Houston METRO offers free rides
 School is almost out, and METRO wants to give free rides to where the fun is all summer 
long. The 2018 METRO Student Summer of Fun Pass offers K-12 students the opportunity to 
travel anywhere METRO goes, any time, any day for free.
 Don’t delay and get the card early. Cards must be registered for activation. Apply for the 
card one of three ways:
 Applying Online: Apply now for a METRO’s Summer of Fun Pass.
 Applying by Mail: Download the form, fi ll it out and mail it. If one does not have a printer, 
call 713-635-4000 and a form will be mailed. A parent or guardian must sign the application 
before mailing it to the address on the form.
 Applying in Person: Visit one of the RideStores, weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 1900 Main 
St. or 1001 Travis St. Provide only one of the following: a current school ID, a report card or 
a class schedule.
 The Summer of Fun Pass is good from June 1 - Sept. 1, 2018. Plus, a student can keep the 
card and use it like a Student METRO Q Fare Card once school starts. Get 50 percent off with 
the regular Student METRO Q Fare Card.

UHCL’s Art School for Children 
spotlights Omani cave art
 For the 40th anniversary 
of the Art School for Chil-
dren at University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake, Director 
David Moya was looking for 
a special way to celebrate 
when he happened to have 
a conversation with Maria 
Curtis, associate professor 
of anthropology. As they say, 
there is no such thing as a 
coincidence. 
 “Dr. Curtis said she was 
taking a group of students on 
a study trip to Oman last Jan-
uary, where some prehistor-
ic cave art had been discov-
ered. Arrangements could be 
made to have reproductions, 
including photos and prints 
of the cave art, brought to 
UH-Clear Lake and exhibit-
ed,” Moya said. “I am always 
trying to work collaborative-
ly with our faculty on Art 
School programs, and this 
was such a great exhibition. 
So, after Dr. Curtis collected 
a lot of books about prehis-
toric cave art from that region 
and brought them to me, I 
was able to develop a curric-
ulum for our young students 
to use this summer.”
 The curriculum that stu-
dents will be studying refl ects 
the storytelling aspects of the 
pictograms that are part of the 
35-piece collection.
 “The images in the exhi-
bition represent a larger nar-
rative,” Moya said. “Those 
ancient people’s lives are cat-

alogued on these rocks. One 
perspective we’re covering in 
the curriculum is storytelling 
about our own lives and the 
way we live.”
 There’s a second, more 
ambitious undertaking in 
Moya’s curriculum.
 “We’re planning to do a 
community-based art proj-
ect,” Moya said. “I’m mak-
ing a faux cave wall and 
we’ll have students create 
their own personal imagery 
to draw on it. First, we’ll vis-
it the exhibition in the Arbor 
Building, and then based on 
what they learned and ob-
served, they’ll recreate a 
small version of what they’re 
doing on the wall. It’ll be our 
own UHCL cave art, and I’d 
like to display it permanent-
ly as a cultural exemplar for 
kids and college students.”
 The eight-lesson curricu-
lum covers everything from 
the animals depicted in the 
cave art, to the sea vessels 
in which people sailed the 
world.
 “All the lessons tie in with 
the exhibition, and we’re fo-
cusing on all the Gulf States, 
not just Oman,” Moya said. 
“The message is that cul-
ture is fl uid and instead of 
highlighting the differences, 
we’re learning about our sim-
ilarities.”
 On April 16, a group of 
children will demonstrate a 
lesson in printmaking to Her 

Excellency, Hunaina Sultan 
Al Mughairy, the Ambassa-
dor of the Sultanate of Oman 
to the U.S., as she visits 
UHCL to view the exhibition 
and visit the Art School for 
Children.
 “Since the ambassador 
can’t be here in the sum-
mer, we’ve invited a group 
of home-schooled kids to be 
here and we will show her the 
printmaking lesson,” Moya 
said. “The kids will demon-
strate their printmaking tech-
niques with imagery inspired 
by the cave art and make 
postage stamps.” 
 Stamps are symbolic for 
traveling, said Moya, and the 
kids plan to make a print to 
share with Ambassador Al 
Mughairy to take as a re-
membrance of her time with 
the Art School for Children.
 “We want the kids to think 
about traveling the world in 
their minds,” said Moya.
 Moya’s cave art curricu-
lum will be sent to the Sul-
tan Qaboos Cultural Center 
in Washington D.C. One of 
the primary objectives of the 
SQCC, which is closely af-
fi liated with the Embassy of 
Oman, is to provide cultural 
outreach and education pro-
grams. 
 For more information or 
to register for Art School for 
Children, visit https://apps.
uhcl.edu/Ecommerce/Sched
ule/AS.

Clear Lake Bridge Club shares dates
 One can play bridge every day of the week at the Clear Lake Bridge Club located at 16614 
Sea Lark. This location is in the heart of Clear Lake City, just off El Camino Real and Bay 
Area Blvd. Each weekday there is a game at 10 a.m. On Monday and Wednesday afternoons 
there is a beginner’s game at 2 p.m. On Saturday there is a game at 1 p.m., and on Sunday a 
team game starts at 1 p.m. There is one night game at 7 p.m. on Tuesday.
 The club also has a bridge lab game each Sunday and Tuesday afternoon at 2 p.m. These 
games have a teacher there who will help with bidding and plays of the hand. Registration for 
the next series of classes, covering both beginning and advanced bridge techniques, is sched-
uled for late April. For more information, contact Dave Glandorf at 281-488-6318 or email 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net. For more information on club projects, call the club manager Jim 
Ochsner at 281-480-0776 or email jpochsner@aol.com.

Local high school Democrats meeting
 The local chapter of the High School Democrats of America gathers at the Nassau Bay of-
fi ces of Democratic Texas Congressional candidate Dayna Steele where it says it is gaining 
momentum and new members. The group which is directly affi liated with Young Democrats 
and the Democratic Party says all Bay Area high school students are welcome to join meetings 
which are held every other Wednesday. President Anna Alves says the group is concerned with 
gun reform and other issues affecting high school students. For more information or to join the 
local chapter, students can send a direct message on Instagram to @highschooldemslctx.
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

ages 6-18
sanjac.edu/summer-camps 

281-998-6150  |  An Equal Opportunity Institution

2 0 1 82 0 1 82 0 1 802 12 0 1 8

Friday, April 27 & Sat., 
April 28, 2018

Admission $10  –  Free admission for ages 12 & under
Saturday Admission $5 before 4 p.m.; $10 After 4 p.m. 

Live Music Saturday Night
Charlie Robison

& Phineus Reb
Boiled Crawfish Friday Night

Kids Fun Zone Saturday 9 to 4:30
Free Games & Rides for Kids include...

Petting Zoo, Pony Rides, Rock Climbing, Obstacle Course, Moonwalks, 
Face painting, Hair-Braiding, Giant Trampoline, Inflatable Adrenaline 

Rush Jr., Bubble Blaster, Train Rides, Princess Party Productions–
Snow Queen-Elsa, Elena of Avalor, HPD Helicopter, Batman and  

Superman, Police, Fire & Ambulance Displays, Photo Opportunity 
with Oliver the Watusi Bull & Much More. 

Food & Refreshments
 Barbecue Sandwiches, Turkey Legs, Hot Dogs, Frito Pies, Chili,  

Sausage On A Stick, Cotton Candy, Nachos, Snow Cones & Drinks 
Will Be Available For Purchase. 

Sponsorship opportunities include Banners, Golf Carts & Kids', Activities. For 
information call 281-481-5656  or email mynews@southbeltleader.com

South Belt Spectacular is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Proceeds fund South Belt July 4th Fireworks, community youth programs, 
area scholarships & other IRS approved charitable/tax exempt organizations.

www.southbeltcookoff.com

Presents 22nd Annual 
South Belt Cook-Off
El Franco Lee Park

Beltway 8 traffi c issues persist

South Belt drivers should be aware that traffi c conges-
tion along Beltway 8 shows no signs of letting up in the 
foreseeable future, as two separate construction proj-
ects have caused multiple closures both east and west 
of the Gulf Freeway, often with little or no advanced 

notice. Such a closure on the westbound frontage road 
is pictured above near the Beamer intersection. It, 
along with its eastbound counterpart, will be closed 
continuously through 9 p.m. Friday, May 4. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Turner joins Boykins, Martin at crawfi sh boil

Dozens of community members and civic leaders gathered Tuesday, 
April 10, as Houston City Council Members Dwight Boykins (left) and 
Dave Martin (right) hosted a crawfi sh boil. Despite being polar oppo-

sites in many ways, the Democrat/Republican pair routinely hold joint 
functions. Shown above with the two are Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner and Martin’s wife, Julie.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

IL Texas presents matinée
 International Leadership of Texas Windmill Lakes The-
atre Department presents its fi rst annual spring production 
called “Creative Thinkers Matinée” on Saturday, April 28.
 The production will take place at ILTexas Windmill 
Lakes gymnasium, 9898 Windmill Lakes Blvd.
 It will be held from 1 to 3 p.m.
 Admission and parking are free. 
 For more information, call 832-667-0453.

BAGS sets April meeting
 Bay Area Genealogical Society invites the community to 
come Friday, April 27, to hear Daughters of the American 
Revolution member Alice Braud-Jones as she discusses us-
ing the Daughters of the American Revolution Library online 
database, www.dar.org, for research. The meet-and-greet is 
at 6:30 p.m. and the program begins at 7 p.m. in the Chapel 
at University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook Drive. For 
more information, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org or call Kim 
Zrubek at 281-992-2636.

Ellis calls for auditing  
charges against Lueb
 Theft allegations against 
fi rst assistant treasurer Greg-
ory Lueb are deeply troubling 
and warrant an independent 
audit of the Harris County 
Treasurer’s Offi ce, Harris 
County Commissioner Rod-
ney Ellis said on April 6.
 District Attorney Kim Ogg, 
who also called for an inde-
pendent audit, raised concerns 
that Lueb, charged with felo-
ny theft for allegedly stealing 
more than $35,000 from the 
Harris County Federal Cred-
it Union, also had access to 
multiple accounts containing 
taxpayer dollars. 
 “Mr. Lueb’s alleged ac-
tions are a clear violation of 
the public trust. 
 “We need an independent 

audit to ensure that no oth-
er theft or fraudulent activ-
ity took place at the Harris 
County Treasurer’s Offi ce, 
especially where taxpayer 
dollars may be involved,” El-
lis said.
 “We need complete trans-
parency on this matter. I am 
calling for Commissioners 
Court to conduct a special 
investigation of the Harris 
County Treasurer’s Offi ce.  
 “The public needs to be re-
assured that no other wrong-
doing has taken place and 
County leaders need to un-
derstand why this happened 
in the fi rst place so steps can 
be taken to make sure this 
doesn’t happen again,” Ellis 
said.

Frazier sets date for Pre-K 
Round Up

 Frazier Elementary will host the Pre-K Round Up on 
Wednesday, May 2, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
 This meeting will provide information on Frazier’s 
pre-K program and criteria for qualifying and each family 
will be scheduled for an individual preregistration appoint-
ment sometime in May. To qualify for pre-K, a child must 
turn four years old by Sept. 1. 



Thursday, April 12, 2018, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Section B, Page 1

 SECTION B

SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

Region III Golf
Tues. and Wed., April 24-25

Eagle Point Golf Club
Mont Belvieu

Cosmetic, Implants and
General Dentistry

Bring ad for free whitening after a
new patient exam, xrays, and cleaning.

10950 Resource Parkway
Suite C

(Near Memorial Southeast Hospital)

281-481-0056
Dr. Angel Román

USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$75 Registration Special

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

$5 OFF$5 OFF
Buy one Entree at regular 
price and get $5.00 off 

second entree
Sat. - Thur. only. Not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Limit 1 per 
table. Dine in only after 4 p.m. Not 

valid with Lunch Specials.
Expires 4-30-18

Daily Specials • Catering • Gift Cards
Party and Meeting Rooms Available at all Locations

Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials
from $5.99from $5.99

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

NASA • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

League City • 281-334-2175
2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060
12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. 

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945
Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm, Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

Join our eClub for more savings

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/13/18.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • SERVICE • REPAIR
NOW HIRING MECHANIC AND CAR WASH PERSONNEL

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

In the midst of arguably the most special season in program his-
tory, the Dobie varsity girls’ golf team is headed to the Region III 
Championships later this month. The two-day girls’ tournament 
is set for April 24-25 at Eagle Pointe Golf Club in Mont Belvieu. 
The first tee shot will be hit at 8 a.m. Dobie will be playing in the 

regional event as a team for the first time in program history. 
Members of the Lady Longhorns’ squad include, left to right,  
Alena Hay, Cecilia Torres, Alexis Perez, Savannah Garza, Ce-
lestine DeLuna and head coach Chris Ferguson. Not pictured is 
assistant coach Kristen Tolley.

Lady Longhorns score program-first
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 Perhaps it took the bet-
ter part of six decades, but 
then again that just may be 
what makes it even sweet-
er.
 The Dobie varsity girls’ 
golf team has qualified for 
the Region III Champion-
ships for the first time in 
program history, and what 
a feeling it is.

 With senior and team 
captain Cecilia Perez lead-
ing the way with a two-day 
total of 182, and up-and-
coming sophomore Alexis 
Perez just three back at 
185, the Lady Longhorns 
were able to hold off La 
Porte for third place at the 
District 22-6A event.
 Deer Park’s A team, a 
bonafide Region III title 
contender, was the clear 
runaway winner of the top 
spot at district, with Dobie 

second at 825 for a team of 
five golfers over two days.
 La Porte and Deer 
Park’s B team made a run 
on the second day, but Do-
bie held on for the other 
qualifying spot.
 “We knew we were in 
good shape heading into 
the second day, and we 
challenged the ladies to go 
out there and shoot their 
best rounds. Four of the 

five did, and the other was 
just one shot over her best. 
It was a great team perfor-
mance,” Dobie head coach 
Chris Ferguson said. 
 It’s also something Fer-
guson has been aiming for 
all along.
 Taking over the pro-
gram six years ago, Fergu-
son said he made a vow to 
Dobie principal Franklin 
Moses that he wanted to 
build a true program.
 That first year, Fergu-

The Shore scores late;
pushes champions out
 District 21-6A champi-
on North Shore is headed 
to the Region III boys’ 
soccer tournament at the 
expense of Dobie.
 The Mustangs got it 
done by scoring a goal 
with roughly 15 min-
utes remaining, defeating 
the defending Region III 
champion Longhorns 2-1 
April 6 at Galena Park ISD 
Stadium.
 It was the third straight 
time that North Shore and 
Dobie had met in the re-
gional quarterfinals. The 
Mustangs prevailed in 
2016 and this year, with 
the Longhorns using a win 
last season as a spring-
board to the state tourna-
ment.
 North Shore, now 22-1-
3 this season, advances to 

the Region III Final Four 
to meet 2011 state cham-
pion Strake Jesuit. Alief 
Elsik and Tompkins will 
meet in the first semifinal 
April 13, at Abshier Stadi-
um in Deer Park.
 For Dobie, the 2018 
season has come to a 
close at 21-4-2. The three-
time running District 22-
6A winners had won 13 
straight matches before 
the loss to North Shore.
 Sebastian Leal scored 
the Longhorns’ goal on an 
assist by Antonio Arias, 
who finished 2018 with a 
team-high 12.
 Heading into 2019, the 
Longhorns will lose out-
standing goalkeeper Ra-
mon Cahue, while a good 
bit of the team’s scoring

Continued on Page 6B

Dobie varsity tennis player “Little” Tommy Nguyen serves during second-set 
action in the District 22-6A boys’ doubles championship match against Deer 
Park April 7, at the Harry Taylor Tennis Center in Pasadena. He and partner 
Adrian Tamez, seeded No. 2 in the draw, won the draw.

Longhorn tennis takes shots at 22-6As

R-III Championships

Thursday and Friday,
April 19-20

Deer Park High School

 Five games remain in 
the District 22-6A var-
sity baseball race, and it 
looks more and more like 
the Dobie nine has a very 
good chance to reach the 
playoffs.
 Trouble is, the Long-
horns are not of a mind 
to settle for merely reach-
ing the postseason. After 
claiming the fourth seed 
a season ago, the Long-
horns were handled by 
District 21-6A champion 

Kingwood. Once again, 
it appears Kingwood and 
Atascocita will occupy 
the top seeds in 21-6A. In 
22-6A, unbeaten La Porte 
is the clear front-runner, 
with Deer Park and Beau-
mont West Brook two 
games behind. 
 Dobie, coming off 
a 10-0 win over South 
Houston April 10, is now 
6-3 with five to play.
 For the Longhorns, the

Continued on Page 6B

JFD softball’s stretch run
Fri., April 13 – Deer Park, at PISD, 6:30 p.m.

Tues., April 17 – La Porte, at Dobie, 4:30 p.m.

Friday, April 20 – Memorial, at PISD, 6:30 p.m.

Dobie baseball squad
faces tough close-out

District 22-6A softball
too close to determine
 Memo: The Dobie var-
sity softball team will ad-
vance to the postseason. 
That much is for sure.
 The rest of the story? 
That’s very much to be 
determined as the Lady 
Longhorns, currently 9-2 

in league play, close out 
the regular season taking 
on the other three likely 
playoff qualifiers.
 Dobie, which crushed 
Pasadena 19-0 April 10 to 
get to 9-2, will now take 

Continued on Page 6B

son worked with two play-
ers. 
 That number grew to 
four  in year two, and the 
Lady Longhorns have been 
building on their collective 

successes since that time. 
 Dobie’s Candace Mer-
rill qualified for the state 
tournament from Dobie, 
and Ben Arnett should

Continued on Page 6B

gional tournament.  
 He was right, and fortu-
nately for his Longhorns, 
four of those players were 
wearing burnt orange and 
white colors.
 Four seniors, including 

Continued on Page 2B

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Dobie tennis coach 
Manuel Moreno Jr. 
correctly predicted that 
those who played their 
best two days of tennis 
would advance to the re-

Toni Muse

GREEN AND 
ASSOCIATES
REALTORS®

Kirkwood great price and great home!! 
4-2-2 

Call Toni 281-389-6519.

Moving Families 
For 30 Years! 

JFD, Brook track
moves on to areas
 District competition 
has been completed, and 
the cream is rising to the 
top as the track and fi eld 
season reaches the Area 
Championship round.
 District qualifi ers from 
22-6A will go against 
those from District 21-
6A, with that meet com-
ing Thursday, April 19, at 
Galena Park ISD.
 Meanwhile, 24-6A 
qualifi ers, including those 
from Clear Brook, will 
go up against those from 
23-6A, with the meet set 
to play out April 19, at 
The Rig in Pearland.

Pree leads Brook group
 Count Kenneth Pree as 
a real regional contender 
as he leads the Clear Brook 
contingent into the 23/24-
6A Championships at The 
Rig.
 At district, Pree was sec-
ond in both the 200-meter 
dash (22.41 seconds) and 
long jump (22 feet, 3 inch-
es).
 Senior Caleb Chap-
man will also compete in 
the 400-meter dash at ar-
eas after placing third in 
a time of 50.60 at the dis-
trict meet.

Continued on Page 6B
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 Above, Dobie varsity tennis players and sisters 
Kristy Morales (left) and Gisell Morales (right)
got the chance to meet legendary U.S. Men’s dou-
bles champions Mike (second from left) and Bob 
Bryan (second from right) at the U.S. Clay Court 
Championships at the River Oaks Tennis Center. 
 At right, members of the Dobie High School 
tennis team had a chance to meet the greatest 
men’s doubles team in United States history when 
they bumped into Mike (yellow top) and Bob Bry-
an (blue top) at the U.S. Men’s Clay Court Cham-

pionships in Houston April 9. The Bryan brothers 
are the owners of 11 Grand Slam victories over the 
course of their career, including  fi ve championships 
at the Australian Open. Those involved included, left 
to right, (front row)  “Big” Tommy Nguyen, Saman-
tha Velasquez, Stephanie Gonzalez, Daniel Bottello 
Sebastian Leal, (middle row) A’miya Walls, Duy Ho, 
Courtney Chung, Kasey Huerta, (back row) Austin 
Luu, Luis Neira,  Kristy Morales, Mike Bryan, Jor-
dan Tran, Bob Bryan and Gisell Morales. 

Photos by Manuel Moreno Jr.

Dobie tennis team members meet legendary Bryan brothers; take in U.S. Clay Court Championships

Continued from Page 1B
the top-seeded mixed 
doubles team of Leilani 
Vargas and “Big” Tom-
my Nguyen, as well as 
the boys’ doubles team of 
“Little” Tommy” Nguyen 
and Adrian Tamez, are all 
headed for the Region III 
Tennis Championships, 
set for April 19-20, at Deer 
Park High School’s South 
campus.
 Vargas, a four-year var-
sity player at Dobie, and  
“Big” Kevin Nguyen both 
played No. 1 singles for 
the team during the fall 
team tennis season. How-
ever, they did not get the 
chance to play doubles 
together much this spring 
due to a variety of scenari-
os.

 Still, seeded No. 1 in 
the draw, they came up 
with fi rst place and a re-
gional berth, losing just 
seven total games in three 
matches.
 In the championship 
fi nal, Vargas and Nguyen 
met the overall No. 3 seed-
ed squad from Memorial, 
prevailing 6-3, 6-2.
 Vargas’ brother, Luis, 
was a multi-time 22-6A 
boys’ singles regional 
qualifi er during his career. 
Nguyen’s brother, Kevin, 
reached regionals in 2012. 
Obviously, the tradition 
continues.
 “We really felt like Lei-
lani and (“Big)” Kevin 
could win the district title, 
but you still have to go out 
there and do it,” Moreno 

said. “To their credit, they 
did that. You always want 
to see your seniors have a 
chance to play for some-
thing special at this time 
of year, and Leilani and 
Kevin will get the chance 
to do that. I can’t be any 
prouder of them for what 
they have done and what 
they were able to do at dis-
trict.”
 Ditto for “Little” Tom-
my Nguyen and Tamez, 
the second-seeded team 
in the draw. Just like their 
mixed doubles teammates, 
Nguyen and Tamez simply 
got the job done in a big 
way.
 In the quarterfi nals, the 
Dobie pair scored a 6-0, 
6-0 win. Despite being 
pushed to a third set in the 

semifi nals, Nguyen and 
Tamez prevailed. In the fi -
nal, they defeated a talent-
ed Deer Park team, losing 
just fi ve games.
 Along the way, Nguyen 
demonstrated his trade-
mark intensity, and Tamez 
followed with great tennis 
of his own.
 “(Little) Tommy is our 
emotional and vocal lead-
er out there,” Moreno 
said. “He is as competi-
tive as they come. Some-
times you have to remind 
him that the other players 
want it just as bad and are 
playing just as hard for the 
good of the team, but over-
all it’s a good thing.
 Just like with Leilani 
and “Big” Kevin, we are 
proud of them for winning 

the district championship. 
It’s always big when you 
can go through a draw un-
defeated and advance. In 
both cases, they did what 
they had to do.”
 The Dobie girls’ dou-
bles pairing of Kristy 
Morales and Bao Nguyen 
missed out on the chance 
to reach regionals, but 
nonetheless set the table 
for what could be a bright 
future.
 Considered Dobie’s No. 
2 girls’ doubles team at the 
district meet, the unseed-
ed Morales and Nguyen 
won a tough three-setter 
(5-7, 6-4 6-4) in the quar-
terfi nals and then lost to 
the top-seeded team from 
Deer Park, 6-1, 6-3.
 Going against Dobie’s 

Mylan Phan and Ann 
Truong, the tournament’s 
No. 3 overall seeded pair, 
Nguyen and Morales came 
up with a 6-1, 6-2 victory 
to claim third place in the 
tournament.
 Morales and Nguyen, 
Moreno said, very well 
could open the 2018 fall 
team tennis season as the 
No. 1 girls’ doubles pair-
ing.
 Elsewhere, Dobie’s 
Alex Cuaping played well, 
but lost his quarterfi nal 
match to La Porte’s Zach 
Manuel, with Manuel 
winning via a third-set tie-
breaker, 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (7-
4).
 Sebastian Delgado also 
represented the Longhorns 
well in boys’ singles, but 
fell to Memorial’s Dillan 
Tangavellou 7-5, 6-2.
 In girls’ singles, Tina 
Ha, the tournament’s No. 
3 seed, won a fi rst-round 
match before slipping in 
the quarterfi nals. Court-
ney Chung, meanwhile, 
lost her fi rst-round match.
 The Longhorns’ oth-
er mixed doubles team 
of Luis Neira and Emily 
Nguyen won their fi rst-
round match but then 
bowed out in the quarters.
 So the four seniors will 
head to regionals April 19-
20, and many of the team’s 
other nine seniors will be 
there to cheer them on. 
Moreno just wants to the 
entire program to enjoy 
and live in the moment.
 “This senior group is 
just so special to me, prob-
ably more so than any in 
recent years,” he said. 
 “They will all have a 
special place in my heart. 
As for the ones compet-
ing, I hope they realize 
anything is possible. There 
are 15 other competitors 
out there in each of the 
draws, and anything can 
happen.”

JFD’s Tran 
meets Isner

at Clay Courts
At right, as part of what 
has become a tradition 
in recent years, vari-
ous members of the Do-
bie varsity tennis team 
were able to mingle 
with professional ten-
nis players at the Men’s 
Clay Court Champion-
ships, hosted by the Riv-
er Oaks Country Club. 
Here, Lady Longhorn 
Jordan Tran (right) 
greets John Isner, who 
entered the tournament 
as the No. 1 seed in the 
singles draw. The men’s 
doubles pairing of Bob 
and Mike Bryan, shown 
in photo below, were 
the No. 1 seeded team 
in doubles.
Photo by Manuel Moreno Jr.

Longhorn tennis gets boys’ doubles, mixed doubles to regional tournament

At left, Dobie High 
School’s “Big” Tommy 
Nguyen smacks a fore-
hand winner down the 
line during second-set 
action of the District 
22-6A mixed doubles 
championship fi nal 
April 7 at the Harry 
Taylor Tennis Center 
in Pasadena. He and 
partner Leilani Var-
gas went on to win 
the district title and 
earned a fi rst-ever re-
gional tournament ap-
pearance after beating 
the tournament’s No. 
3 seeded pairing from 
Memorial, 6-3, 6-2 in 
the fi nal.
Photos by John Bechtle

Senior Adrian Tamez eyes his Deer Park opponents as teammate “Little” Tom-
my Nguyen serves in the background during the boys’ doubles championship 
match April 7 at the Harry Taylor Tennis Center in Pasadena. Tamez and 
Nguyen, the No. 2 seeded pair in District 22-6A, qualifi ed for regionals after 
defeating the top-seeded Deer Park duo 6-3, 6-3 in the fi nal. 

JFD seniors
to regionals

after big wins

At right, Dobie senior 
Leilani Vargas (left) 
congratulates playing 
partner “Big” Tom-
my Nguyen after win-
ning a point during the 
mixed doubles cham-
pionship fi nal April 
7 in Pasadena. Var-
gas and Nguyen, the 
top-seeded team in the 
mixed doubles draw, 
took care of business 
and won the bracket, 
advancing to region-
als for the fi rst time 
as seniors. Both Var-
gas and Nguyen have 
been a big part of the 
Dobie program for sev-
eral seasons. Both were 
the No. 1 girls’ singles 
and No. 1 boys’ singles 
players, respectively, 
during the fall team 
tennis season and also 
played on top-seeded 
doubles teams.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 12
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – Second 
Thursday of the month, 9:30 a.m., Praise Chapel, 
18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. The public is welcome and 
encouraged to bring others. For details, call 281-910-
1971.

10 a.m.
Fun Bunch – for senior citizens, ages 55 and older, 
meets the second Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. 
at the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce, 
10500 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call Ronn Canon at 
281-610-8999 or the chamber at 281-481-5516.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the 
club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochs
ner@aol.com for details.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American 
Business Women’s Association-South meets the sec-
ond Thursday, Spring Creek Barbeque, 9005 Broadway 
(FM-518), Pearland. Lunch is 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
($20). Includes networking with professional business 
women and guest speaker. Women of all ages/occupa-
tions invited. Bring business cards. Reservations appre-
ciated. Visit www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 
713-856-1611.

12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has dance lessons 
Thursdays, following the senior luncheon. Lewis and 
Betty Whistler teach lessons in two-step, triple two-

step, west coast swing and night club two-step at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Pkwy. A 
$25 activity card is required for nonresidents which is 
free to senior League City residents.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Area Republican Club – meets monthly on 
the second Thursday at the Pearland Church of Christ 
Annex, 2217 N. Grand Blvd. in Pearland. For details, 
call Gary at 281-993-8335.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom’s – Rabbi Stuart 
Federow hosts free discussions on Judaism and reli-
gion in general, open to the public, second Thursdays, 
at Victor’s, 1425 NASA Pkwy., (next to “space” McDon-
ald’s). This is the conservative synagogue in the Bay 
Area. For details, contact the offi ce at 281-488-5861 or 
at csh@shaarhashalom.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM-518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For 
details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

FRIDAY, APRIL 13
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday 
through Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, 
noon, Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 

12005 County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-
856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-
856-1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drinkers/
addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are 
not alone, and discover choices available. For details, 
call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-
487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@
aol.com for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-
9243.

SUNDAY, APRIL 15
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@
aol.com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a 
loved one and need support for grief. The group meets 
Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas, 
2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For more information, call 
281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to 
RSVP for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. 
For details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For 
details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, APRIL 16
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 - 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 
409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.
 Continued on Page 4B
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Rising Stars registering
 The Rising Stars Track Club, the South Belt area’s 
longstanding youth program, is currently accepting 
registration and is conducting preseason workouts at 
the Dobie High School track. Team coaches are host-
ing workouts each Wednesday and Friday, from 4:45 
p.m. to dark, Saturdays from noon to 2 p.m. and Sun-
days from 3 to 5 p.m. Both returning and fi rst-year 
team members may register at any of the workout 
sessions. 

Pearland Rotary charity golf
 Pearland Rotary Club offi cials have announced 
plans for the group’s 47th annual Golf for Charity 
tournament, coming to Golfcrest Country Club Fri-
day, May 4.
 Participants will enjoy golf, a lunch, a celebratory 
dinner, silent auction and more during the course of 
the fun-fi lled day. There will also be a closest-to-the-
pin contest in addition to the ever-popular Fireball 
Challenge.
 Lunch will be served at 11 a.m., and golf begins at 
noon. To register for the event, visit www.Pearland 
RotaryGolf.com.

Blackhawk Seahawks FB signing up

 The Blackhawk Seahawks youth football program, 
complete with drill team and cheerleading squads, is 
currently registering boys and girls ages 5 to 12 years 
old, for the 2018 fall season. The cost is $200 each 
for football players and $350 each for drill team and 
cheerleader members. The Blackhawk Seahawks are 
members of the Texas Intercity Football Inc. (TIFI) 
and play their home games at Dobie High School. 
To register youths, visit the team web site at www.
leaguelineup.com/blackhawkseahawks. For addition-
al information, call team president Lisa Sanchez at 
832-969-8542.

Local sports news

SOCCER
Monday, April 16

Thompson 7th girls at Bondy, 5:00

Beverly Hills 7th girls host Southmore, 5:00

Thompson 8th girls at Bondy, 6:00

Beverly Hills 8th girls host Southmore, 6:00

Tuesday, April 17
Thompson 7th boys host Bondy, 5:00

Beverly Hills 7th boys at Southmore, 5:00

Thompson 8th boys host Bondy, 6:00

Beverly Hills 8th boys at Southmore, 6:00

TENNIS 
Thursday, April 19

Dobie varsity at Region III tourn., Deer Park, TBA

Brook varsity at Region III tourn., Deer Park, TBA

Friday, April 20
Dobie varsity at 22-6A tourn., Harry Taylor, TBA

Brook varsity at Region III tourn., Deer Park, TBA

BASEBALL
Friday, April 13

Brook varsity hosts Clear Springs, 7:00

Dobie varsity vs. Rayburn, Maguire, 4:00 

Brook JV at Clear Springs, 6:30

Dobie JV hosts Rayburn, Dobie, 5:00

Brook sophomores at Clear Springs, 4:30

Dobie sophomores host Rayburn, Dobie, 3:00

Monday, April 16
Brook JV at Alvin, 6:30

Dobie JV vs. Pasadena, Maguire, 7:00

Brook sophomores at Alvin, 4:30

Dobie sophomores vs. Pasadena, Maguire, 4:00

Tuesday, April 17
Brook varsity hosts Alvin, 7:00

Dobie varsity hosts Pasadena, Maguire, 4:00

Friday, April 20
Brook varsity at Alvin, 7:00

Dobie varsity at Deer Park, 7:00

Brook JV hosts Alvin, 6:30

Dobie JV hosts Deer Park, Dobie, 4:00

Brook sophomores host Alvin, 4:30

Saturday, April 21
Dobie sophomores host Deer Park, Dobie, noon

SOFTBALL
Friday, April 13

Brook varsity at Clear Springs, 6:30

Dobie varsity hosts Deer Park, PISD, 6:30

Brook JV at Clear Springs, 5:00

Dobie JV hosts Deer Park, PISD, 5:00

Saturday, April 14
San Jacinto College hosts Lamar State (2), 3:00

Tuesday, April 17
Dobie varsity hosts La Porte, Dobie, 4:30

Brook varsity at Alvin, 5:00

Brook JV at Alvin, 6:30

Friday, April 20
San Jacinto College at Alvin (2), 2:00

Brook varsity hosts Dickinson, 6:30

Dobie varsity vs. Memorial, PISD, 6:30

Brook JV hosts Dickinson, 5:00

Dobie JV vs. Memorial, PISD, 5:00

Saturday, April 21
San Jacinto College at Galveston (2), 1:00

Sports Calendar

 Final preparations are 
being made as the annual 
Darren Lajaunie Memori-
al Tennis Tournament will 
return to the Harry Taylor 
Tennis Center in Pasadena 
April 27-29.   
 Organizers are selling 
tickets for the kickoff din-
ner, scholarship awards 
program and raffle set for 
April 27.
 Attendees will enjoy a 
catered dinner of beef and 
chicken fajitas, with all of 
the fixings included.   
 That evening, children 
and adults will also have 
the opportunity to take 
part in free on-court tennis 
drills, with awards going 
to some lucky winners.
 Dinner tickets are $15 
for adults and $10 for chil-
dren under the age of 10. 
Tickets may be purchased 
at the Harry Taylor Tennis 
Center, or those who wish 
may call the event hotline 
at 281-480-6933. 
 The DLTSF will con-
tinue to award college 
scholarships to the seniors 
on the Dobie High School 
tennis team, in addition to 
qualifying members of the 
Harry Taylor Tennis Cen-
ter.
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
volunteers are in the plan-
ning and sponsorship 
gathering stages for its 
seventh annual memorial 
tennis tournament.
 Darren Lajaunie be-
gan his tennis career 
playing tennis at Dobie 
High School and gradu-
ated co-valedictorian in 
1984.  
 Members of the Dobie 
tennis team will be award-
ed entry fees to play in the 
tournament in his honor.
 Lajaunie lost his bat-
tle with melanoma May 
3, 2011. This scholarship 
fund and tournament is a 
way to honor his memory 
by helping junior tennis 
players enjoy tennis and 
assist with their education 

in college. 
 He was an electrical 
engineer graduate from 
the University of Texas in 
Austin, and a pillar of the 
community while working 
at the Johnson Space Cen-
ter. 
 Lajaunie was also ded-
icated and passionate for 
his favorite pastime of 
playing tennis.
 All players will receive 
a tournament T-shirt, a 
luggage tag and enjoy a 
complimentary opening 
morning breakfast snack.
 A free lunch will also 
be available for players 
and spectators, donated by 
the Lajaunie family.  The 
Darren Lajaunie Tennis 
Scholarship Fund vol-
unteers are busy seeking 
donors and silent auction 
items.  
 Opening ceremonies, 
including a scholarship 
awards dinner and silent 
auction, will be held Fri-
day, April 27. 
 There will be several 
camp scholarships as well 
as two college scholar-
ships awarded to HTTC 
junior tennis players.  
 Opening night special 
activities this year include 
HTTC hosting a com-
plimentary cardio tennis 
clinic for adults, and a 
children’s clinic full of fun 
tennis games for ages 12 
and under.  
 There will also be plen-
ty of give-away prizes over 
the course of the three-day 
event.
 Tickets may now be 
purchased at the HTTC or 
on the DLTSF website. In 
May, the 2018 Dobie re-
cipients will be awarded 
their scholarships at the 
school. Entry fee for the 
tournament is $35 for sin-
gles and $22.50 per player 
for doubles.
 Players may also reg-
ister at www.setteo.com. 
Registration deadline is 
April 13.
 The tournament will 

begin Saturday, April 28, 
at 8 a.m. and finish the 
next afternoon, with tro-
phy presentations at the 
conclusion of each divi-
sion of play. 
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
website at www.DLtennis
scholarships.com includes 
pictures from the 2017 
tournament and informa-
tion on this year’s tour-
nament, sponsorship op-
portunities, scholarships 
details and more. 
 Those who would like 
to donate may also do so 

on the website. 
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
is a nonprofit corpora-
tion, and all donations are 
tax-deductible. 
 Donations may now 
be made via the web-
site with a credit card or 
one may mail a check or 
money order to: Darren 
Lajaunie Tennis Scholar-
ship Fund, 3106 Mossy 
Elm Court, Houston, TX, 
77059, or contact Ca-
mille Lajaunie at cjlajau
nie@gmail.com with any 
questions.

Lajaunie tennis to benefi t local youths

At right, San Jacin-
to College Women’s 
basketball head coach 
Kayla Weaver was 
named the District L 
Coach of the Year af-
ter guiding San Jac to 
a 25-11 overall record 
and the team’s second 
consecutive National 
Junior College Ath-
letic Association (NJ-
CAA) national tourna-
ment appearance. 
Photo by Elizabeth Hertel

By Amanda Fenwick
SJC Marketing

 The San Jacinto Col-
lege women’s basketball 
program may have come 
to an end last month with 
a loss to Gulf Coast State 
at the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association 
national tournament, but 
the accolades keep com-
ing for a team that posted 
the most wins in a single 
season.
 Eryka Sidney of Hous-
ton’s Wheatley High 
School was named to the 
all-Region XIV team as 
well as the all-conference 
team, and was the Region 
XIV Tournament Most 
Valuable Player. 
 Sidney led the team in 
scoring this season at 17 
points per game, a mark 
that ranked her 45th in the 
country. She shot near-
ly 38 percent from long 
range and averaged 4.3 as-
sists per game.
 Alexis Bryant of 
Pfl ugerville High School 
was named to the all-con-
ference and all-Region 
XIV tournament teams 
after averaging 13 points 
and a team-best 8.8 re-
bounds per game. 
 Her 307 total rebounds 
were good for 16th best 
in the nation. Bryant was 
also one of the team’s top 
free throw shooters at 72.2 
percent on the year.

 Alexus Jones of Ale-
do High School in Dal-
las averaged 13.1 points 
per game this season and 
earned honorable mention 
all-conference status. She 
was the team’s leading 
free throw shooter at 76.2 
percent.
 Princess Clemons, a 
graduate of Bonner Pren-
dergast Catholic High 
School in Pennsylvania 
earned all-tournament 
team honors at the Region 
XIV tournament. 
 She posted a 9.1 points- 
per-game average this sea-
son and was one of the 
team’s leading scorers 
from long range, shoot-
ing 38.4 percent from long 
range.
 San Jacinto College 
head coach Kayla Weaver 
was recognized as the Dis-
trict L Coach of the Year.  
 The fi rst-year head 
coach led her team to a 
school-best 25 wins, the 
team’s second consecutive 
appearance at the NJCAA 
national tournament, and 
the school’s fi rst-ever NJ-
CAA national tournament 
victory. 
 This season’s sopho-
more class is the winning-
est in school history with 
50 wins, and this year’s 
team is the fi rst-ever to 
win the Region XIV tour-
nament.
 In addition, the squad 

was honored with the NJ-
CAA Alberta Lee Cox 
Sportsmanship Award.  
 The award is voted on 
by the NJCAA nation-
al tournament staff and 
referees, and is present-
ed in honor of Lee Cox, 
who was the fi rst woman 
to coach a United States 
Olympic team sport and 
the fi rst woman to coach 
a United States women’s 
basketball team on foreign 
soil. 
 It is presented every 
year to the team that has 
shown exemplary and 
outstanding sportsman-
ship skills throughout the 
championship tourna-
ment.
 For more information 
about San Jacinto Col-
lege athletics, visit sanjac 
sports.com.

San Jacinto women’s basketball
turns in memorable 2017-2018

 Midway through the 
Region XIV race, the San 
Jacinto College baseball 
team appears to be picking 
up steam.
 The Gators are no long-
er ranked tops in the na-
tion, as they were earlier 
this season. But the locals 
are beginning to kick 
things into gear as the fi -
nal push to the postseason 
begins.
 At 28-9 overall, includ-
ing 15-4 in conference ac-
tion, the Gators are com-
ing off a four-game sweep 
over Laredo March 29-30.
 Laredo was victim-
ized by many SJC players 
during the series, but Ty-
riece Silas was a particular 
problem for the Palomi-
nos.
 Overall, Silas’ 10 hits in 
the four games, kick-start-
ing the offense at every 
turn.
 The Gators won the 
March 29 opener 12-4 as 
four players went deep, in-
cluding Alerick Soularie, 

Jacob Matheny, Nick Nev-
ille and Jordan Myrow.
 Silas tripled and dou-
bled, and Matheny led the 
way with three runs batted 
in. 
 Jacob Cantleberry, 
SJC’s top starting pitcher, 
went 5 2/3 innings, fan-
ning seven along the way 
to get the win. 
 He did surrender three 
home runs, including a 
pair to Laredo’s Arturo 
Guajardo.
 Cantleberry, now 8-1 
this season, has won 19 
games over this two sea-
sons at San Jacinto Col-
lege.
 In the second game 
of the doubleheader, the 
Gators built a 10-4 edge 
through four innings and 
went on to win 13-5. 
 Silas was again the cat-
alyst on offense, going 
3 for 4 with three runs 
scored and three RBIs.
 Matheny homered, and 
Trey Franson had a triple 
among his four hits.  

 Luke Matheny started 
on the mound and went 
fi ve frames to improve his 
record to 3-0.
 The Palominos had few 
answers for San Jacinto 
College the following day, 
either. The Gators posted 
a 12-run fi rst inning and 
coasted to the 17-0 win in 
fi ve innings.
 Silas was 3 for 3, and 
Matheny was 2 for 2 with 
three runs scored. Sergio 
Macias homered.
 The Gators fi nished off 
their second straight dou-
bleheader sweep in the 
nightcap as Silas had two 
hits and scored twice.
 Soularie socked a 
pinch-hit, three-run ho-
mer, and Jacob Matheny 
drove in three runs and 
scored twice.
 SJC catcher Herbert 
Iser got in on the fun with 
a hit and three RBIs, and 
Devon Roedahl improved 
to 5-2 overall with fi ve 
strikeouts over fi ve in-
nings of work.

Gator baseball sweeps Laredo;
Silas leads offensive onslaught

Coyote softball drops pair at Blinn
 It’s not over yet, for sure, 
but San Jacinto College’s 
hopes of returning to the Di-
vision I World Series next 
month may be waning.
 At 17-21 overall this sea-
son, San Jacinto simply has 
not been able to get much 
momentum going. The team 
is a respectable 8-6 in con-
ference play, but freshman 
pitcher Michelle Kristoff has 
been the only steadying force 
in the circle.
 During a 7-3, 11-0 dou-
bleheader loss March 30 

against Blinn in Brenham, 
the Coyotes committed fi ve 
errors in the fi rst-game loss, 
with Kristoff taking the loss 
despite giving up no earned 
runs. SJC then made fi ve 
more errors in the second 
game as Blinn cruised to the 
run-rule win.
 Finding a second or third 
pitcher to throw effective-
ly behind Kristoff has been 
troublesome, but so has the 
defense. Through 36 games, 
the team had made 81 errors 
in the fi eld, which makes 

wins hard to come by.
 Taylor McHenry contin-
ues to lead the team in hitting 
at .448, while Kenzie Kotrla 
is at .391 with a team-high 28 
runs batted in.
 Riley Bullen is hitting 
.366 with 27 runs batted in, 
and Allison Bravo has hit 
.393 as the team’s top-hitting 
freshman.
 Kristoff has a low earned 
run average of 2.52 but is just 
7-9 over 16 starts. She has 
fanned 96 over 97 1/3 innings 
this season.
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We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  
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HELP WANTED

CALENDAR
6:30 p.m.

Breast Cancer Support Group – Meets at 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the lobby 
of the Clear Lake Regional Breast Diagnostic Center, 200 Medical 
Center Blvd., Suite 106, Webster. Call 281-526-6840.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Positive Interaction Program – meets the third Tuesday, 7 p.m., at 
Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria, first floor staff 
meeting room. PIP is police and citizens working together making 
neighborhoods safer. Bring a friend. For information, call Officer 
Richard Buitron at 281-218-3900.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 
Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational senior citizen social group that 
meets at 15500 El Camino Real in Clear Lake on the fi rst and third 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. for a time fi lled with fun, fellowship, lending 
library, coffee and bingo. The meetings are open to anyone age 50 or 
older and there are no dues. Day trips and extended trips are avail-
able. Deposits are being taken on a Canadian Rockies VIA Rail trip 
(July 20 – 27), Scandinavian Treasures Baltic cruise (Sept. 5 – 15)  
and a Nashville Show trip (Dec. 2 – 8). Plan ahead to join the trips. For 
details, call Marilyn at 713-947-2388.

9:30 a.m.
The Community Club – meets the third Wednesday, monthly, at Golden 
Corral, 4021 Spencer Hwy., in Pasadena. Social time is 9:30 a.m.; meet-
ing is at 10 a.m. The club is a charitable organization of women helping 
the Salvation Army feed and care for homebound elderly/disabled peo-
ple, children and the homeless, providing scholarships for Bridge Over 
Troubled Water clients. Day trips may be scheduled, followed by a guest 
speaker/program with fellowship and lunch. New members and guests 
are invited. For information, email Jmopry@yahoo.com.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets monthly, first and third 
Wednesdays, Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena. For 
information, call Monica Montoya at 281-794-5531.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to practice 
ballroom dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m.  Wednesdays, 1001 E. League City 
Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity card. Help is 
available to assist learning dance moves. For details, call Neva 
Schroder at 417-838-2204.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-2525 (24-
hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/sexual abuse 
support for women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, APRIL 19
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email 
the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A social group 
focused on the culture, music, heritage and language of Texas 
German immigrants. Meets the third Thursday, monthly, 6 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Visitors welcome. Email OpaGivesHugs@gmail.com for details.

6:30 p.m.
Harris County Master Gardeners – presents Soils and Composting 
on Thursday, April 19, at 6:30 p.m. in the Freeman Branch 
Library, 16616 Diana Lane. The event is free. For details, visit https://
hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/pubGreenThumb.aspx or call 713-274-0950.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 7 
p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 
2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

7:30 p.m.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first and third Thursdays 
monthly to improve writing skills, Barnes and Noble, 1029 W. Bay 
Area Blvd., 7:30 p.m. Newcomers welcome.

Continued from Page 3B
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10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

10:30 a.m.
Seniors and Law Enforcement Together – SALT meetings are 
10:30 – 11:30 a.m., Madison Jobe Senior Center, 1700 East Thomas 
St., in Pasadena on the third Monday. Meetings start timely and teach 
seniors how to avoid identity theft, scams, fraud, etc. Police officers 
and sheriffs may be in attendance. Free. Refreshments served. For 
details, call 713-477-0175.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of the 
church. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or drop in.

2 p.m.
Genealogy Group – The Parker Williams Genealogy group meets 
from 2 - 4 p.m. on the fi rst and third Mondays at the Parker Williams 
Library, Beamer at Scarsdale. The public is invited to attend. For de-
tails, email Liz Hicks at erootrot@usa.net. 

3:15 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy for adults with Parkinson’s, 3:15 – 4:45 p.m., Clear Lake 
Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for details.

6 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Age 50 and older meets the first and third 
Mondays for a potluck dinner with activities and/or guest speakers at 
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Pkwy. For details, call 
Margarita at 832-715-9658.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Come, 
improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for details.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – Mondays at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland. 
Enter door next to recycling bins. For details, call 713-865-3668 or 
visit www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – gives coping skills in a non-
threatening environment to adults who have lost a loved one to suicide. 
For details email LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.

7:30 p.m.
The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society – Meets the third Monday 
at Clear Lake Park Bldg., 5001 NASA Pkwy., Seabrook. Presenters 
explore topics such as fossils, planetary geology, mineralogy, lapi-
dary, jewelry making, fossil and mineral collecting. Field trips to Texas 
collecting sites and surrounding states. Interested persons welcome. 
Door prizes. Free parking. For details, visit www.clgms.org.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Monday, 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or $35/10 
sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 sessions for 
nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For details, contact 281-488-
5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step Recovery, 
open meeting Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the Education Bldg., 11011 
Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call Russell at 832-483-6715.

TUESDAY, APRIL 17
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, 
a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For 
details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email 
the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 2245 
N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

Noon
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch is $15. Variety 
of interesting speakers. For details, call 281-900-7257. Email nalix@
texascitizensbank.com.

12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has dance lessons Tuesdays following the 
senior luncheon taught by 35-year dance area instructors Lewis and 
Betty Whistler at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Pkwy. 
For questions regarding lessons, call 832-517-5833. A $25 activity 
card is required for nonresidents which is free to senior League City 
residents. For questions about activity card, call the park offi ce at 281-
554-1180.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., For information, call 
Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
The National Active and Retired Federal Employees – NARFE 
Chapter 941 meets the third Tuesday, El Franco Lee Park Community 
Center, 9500 Hall Rd. Visitors welcome. For details, call Roy at 713-
734-1461 or  EFL Center at 281-464-9708. No meeting in Aug.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea 
Lark, 77062. For details/classes,  contact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@
sbcglobal.net or  281-488-6318.

Advertise in the 
Leader!

281-481-5656

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal with 
a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 5-3
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, 
Suite 120, 281-481-0909. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com TF

 GARAGE SALE
9814 RAMBLING TRAIL 
Fri, April 20, 8 a.m. 30 
years of stuff. Furniture, 
clothes, antiques, toys 

and knick-knacks 4-12
11515 SAGEVALLEY 
Sat., April 14, 7 a.m. 
Furniture, kitchen and 
more. 4-12

MISCELLANEOUS
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three spac-
es, choice location Sec-
tion 206, lot 89, spaces 7, 
8, 9. Call 281-487-7932.  
 TF

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY OWNER, 
9515 Carmalee St. Very 
nice all brick house near 
Beltway 8 S/Blackhawk/ 
HEB. 3-bedroom, 2-bath, 
pool, new camera & secu-
rity system, new A/C, new 

REAL ESTATE

Turn those unwanted 
items in your garage and 

closets into cash. Bring ads 
into the Leader office by 
Tuesday or use the mail 
slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer11555 Beamer
281-481-5656281-481-5656

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?
Let us help you!

Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly 
HELP WANTED section!

11555 Beamer        281-481-5656

fence & deck. 1568 SqFt., 
built 1996, 195K. Referral 
commission available. 
Tim: 832-660-2007, Kim: 
832-997-3106 4-19

SERVICES
GENERAL SERVICES: 
Pressure washing (hous-
es & driveways) $50 & 
up. Tree trimming $ 50 & 
up. Mulching, wood fenc-
es, painting interior/exte-
rior and sheetrock. Free 
Estimates. 832-406-0183  
 5-3

RV TECHNICIAN
Minimum 1 to 2 years experience

Great Benefits
Call 713-910-2949

Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Suitably Located On Beltway 8 @ Beamer

281-481-5656 or 281-948-2714

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238
REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectric1111.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 or 713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

Looking to 
improve 

your yard 
the easy    

way?
Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

Support Leader 
Advertisers!

Willie’s Concrete Works  

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% 
Financing 

to Qualified 
Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H76 Dobie Grad

9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Winter
 Specials

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLLLUUUUMMMMBBBBIIIINNNNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

STRODER FENCE CO.STRODER FENCE CO.
• Cedar/Treated

• Chain Link

• Decorative Iron

• Commercial

• Residential

• New & Salvage

713-875-1066
Call or Text

25

Years
Free 

Estimates

So
ut

h B
elt

 Gr
ap

hic
s &

 P
rin

tin
g No Job No Job 

Too Small!Too Small!
Now printing 

small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection 
of professional service people who advertise there. 
You can compare and choose from among them in 
the SERVICES columns and be ready for anything 

shocking ahead! 
The Classifieds – read them and use them; 

They’re there when you need them!

281-481-5656

FOR WHEN 
LIFE  BRINGS

YOU A SHOCK  
OR TWO!

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-
481-5656

Join us on Join us on 
Facebook!Facebook!

Get local news
and updates 
between 
issues!

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
281-481-5656
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Raul Hernandez (9) came up with 14 goals and eight assists this season as a 
sophomore to become one of the team’s leading scorers in his fi rst season of 
signifi cant action. He also scored the eventual match winners in the bidistrict 
playoff round against Goose Creek Memorial.              Photo by Jade Wise/PISD

Continued from Page 1B
punch will also return. 
Bryan Nava, a junior, 
successfully recovered 
from offseason surgery 
and scored a team-high 
17 goals this season. Raul 
Hernandez, a sophomore, 
added 14 goals and eight 
assists. Kevin Hernandez, 
another junior, pitched in 
with fi ve goals and nine 
assists.
 After the 2017 season, 
the Longhorns rebuilt 
without the services of 
as many as nine seniors 
who saw signifi cant time 
during the team’s run to 
its fi rst-ever Region III 
crown. 
 Head coach Justo Man-
rique reloaded the varsity 
roster with talented yet, in 
some spots, inexperienced 
players at the varsity lev-

el. No matter. The Long-
horns have simply become 
somewhat of a soccer ma-
chine.
 An early 1-0 loss to 
Rayburn in district play 
sent off alarms throughout 
the 22-6A ranks, as per-
haps the window was ajar 
for another team to assume 
supremacy. Not so fast, as 
the Longhorns went on to 
close out a third consecu-
tive 22-6A crown with 12 
wins in a row.
 Dobie lost to North 
Shore in the preseason, 
and Manrique knew all 
along that a third meet-
ing with the Mustangs in 
the regional quarterfi nals 
was a real possibility. It 
became reality, of course, 
and the Mustangs survived 
a tight 2-1 contest.
 So the reload has al-

ready started. Cahue must 
be replaced in the nets, 
equally for his leadership 
and play. Several other 
outgoing seniors will also 
need to be replced.
 The District 22-6A 
alignment will also change 
next season. Deer Park, 
La Porte and West Brook 
will exit. However, things 
don’t fi gure to get any 
easier with the arrival of 
Kingwood, Atascocita, 
Humble and others. 
 But bear this in mind. 
While North Shore, Alief 
Elsik, Strake Jesuit and 
Tompkins remain in the 
mix for the Region III ti-
tle, Dobie’s team name 
certainly belongs on the 
list. There’s no arguing the 
overall success of this pro-
gram this decade, and it’s 
far from over.

North Shore edges JFD soccer

Continued from Page 1B
be considered the top 
boys’ golfer at Dobie af-
ter reaching the state tour-
nament during his career. 
But in the team standings, 
Dobie hasn’t had much 
luck in reaching the top 
two until now.
 “We began this season 
with 10 or so girls play-
ing, and we knew we had 
Cecilia and Alexis leading 
the way who were pretty 
good,” Ferguson said.
 “The results were pos-
itive. We had played well 
in some tournaments and 
even had won one of them. 
 “At district, Deer Park 
(A) put things out of reach 
on the fi rst day with a 
great score, but we knew 
what was possible if all 
fi ve girls could play well. 
They all did, and here we 
are.” Torres, who qualifi ed 

for regionals as an indi-
vidual a season ago, was 
solid. She fi red a 93 on 
the fi rst day but came back 
with an 89 to help out.
  Perez, who fi gures to 
lead the team over the next 
two seasons beyond this 
one, was nearly as good. 
Following a fi rst-day 92, 
Perez came back with a 
93.
 Freshman Savannah 
Garza, another building 
block for the future, fi red a 
227 over the 36 holes, and 
senior Alena Hay came in 
at 230. Celistina DeLuna, 
a junior, rounded out Do-
bie’s scoring with a two-
day total of 242.
 As for the regional tour-
nament, it’s time for Do-
bie to have some fun while 
playing golf against the 
best of the best. Clearly, 
the Lady Longhorns want 

to play well and show they 
belong. Still, as newcom-
ers, the fi rst-time experi-
ence fi gures to be a joy no 
matter the outcome.
 And for the future, Re-
gion III power Kingwood 
is entering the District 22-
6A ranks. Atascocita is 
skilled, too.
 But Dobie now has a 
program to be proud of, 
and the results should con-
tinue to come.
 “We have focused on 
playing together as a 
group and doing what it 
takes to improve as an in-
dividual and for the team,” 
Ferguson said.
 “We now have experi-
enced players coming, and 
we have beginners. When 
you can get a group to-
gether and start to develop 
a sense of team, the results 
will show.” 

Lady Longhorns reach RIIIs

Dobie Varsity Girls’ Golf
22-6A Championships Scoring

Team  RD1  RD2 Tot.
Cecilia Torres, Sr. 93 89 182
Alexis Perez, Soph. 92 93 185
Savannah Garza, Fr. 116 111 227
Alena Hay, Sr.  115 115 230
Celestina DeLuna, Jr.   124    118 242

Brook’s Camaya Hayes 
was fourth with her throw 
of 32-5 in the shot put.
Dobie athletes advance

 The Dobie track and 
fi eld teams are also send-
ing several athletes to the 
District 21/22-6A Area 
Championships.
 Leading the way for the 
Dobie girls is freshman 
Amari Singleton, who 
won the 400-meter dash at 
the District 22-6A Cham-
pionships in a time of 
1:00.42. Teammate Bria-
sia Garza ran a season best 
of 1:03.53 to place third, 
reaching the area meet.
 Singleton also qualifi ed 
for the area meet in the 
800-meter run as she was 
third in a time of 2:26.22.

 The Lady Longhorns 
are also off to the area 
meet in the relays as the 
4x100-meter team of Erin 
Fleming, Deiara Jackson, 
Ambreon Jones and Ra-
chel Smith placed second 
at 50.23.
 Fleming, Jackson, 
Amya Ray and Aajay-
lah Reed competed in the 
4x200 as Dobie was third 
in a time of 1:46.52.
 In the 4x400-meter 
event, Dobie was second 
in a time of 4:19.51 as It-
ziri Galarza was joined by 
Garza, Jones and Single-
ton.
 A time of 49.87 got 
Jones to the area meet in 
the 300-meter hurdles as 
she was fourth at district. 

In the 100-meter dash, 
Reed advanced as the No. 
3 fi nisher at 12.64. Kiome 
Dixon was fourth at 12.75.
 Fleming’s leap of 15-10 
1/2 was fourth in the long 
jump, and Georgina La-
barrera was fourth in the 
shot with a throw of 33-11 
1/2. 
 Jamesetta Seals also 
qualifi ed third in the dis-
cus at 104-2.
 In the boys’ division for 
Dobie, Mason Douglas 
won both the 110-meter 
and 300-meter hurdling 
events to advance. 
 Douglas won the 110s 
in a time of 15.26 to reach 
the area championships, 
and teammate Jeremiah 
Ballard also advanced as 
he was second in a time 
of 16.26, a season best for 
him.
 In the 300-meter hur-
dles, Douglas ran a sea-
son-best time of 39.89 for 
the win.
 Teammates Devon 
Brown and Devin Childs 
are headed to the area 
championships in the dis-
cus. 
 Brown won the 22-6A 
crown with a throw of 
135-6, and Childs was sec-
ond with a throw of 129-
11.
 Justin Lavinier was 
third in the pole vault for 
a season best as he also 
reached the area meet, and 
the Longhorns also qual-
ifi ed for the area meet in 
each of the relays. 
 The 4x100-meter 
squad came in at 43.72 
for second, and the 4x200 
group was also third in a 
time of 1:31.93. Dobie’s 
4x400-meter squad was 
also third in a time of 
3:31.09.

Continued from Page 1B
 The Wolverines also 
qualifi ed each of their 
relay teams for the next 
round. At district, the 
4x100-meter foursome 
was third at 43.70, while 
the school’s 4x200-meter 
relay squad was second in 
a time of 1 minute, 30.91 
seconds. The 4x400-meter 
group also entered the mix 
with a fourth-place fi nish 
with a clocking of 3:31.52.
 In the girls’ division, 
Clear Brook’s Keaira 
Connor advanced in the 
200-meter dash as she 
clocked in third in a time 
of 25.79.
 Connor’s time of 12.89 
in the 100-meter dash 
also helped her move on. 

22-6A Varsity Baseball
(As of April 11)

 Teams  W  L
 La Porte  9 0
 Deer Park  7 2
 West Brook  6 3
 Dobie  6                   3
 Deer Park  4   5   
 Pasadena  2                   7
 Rayburn  2                   7 
 S. Houston  0                   9

22-6A Varsity Softball
(As of April 11)

 Teams  W  L
 Deer Park 11 0
 Dobie  9 2
 La Porte  8 3
 Memorial  8                   3
 West Brook  4   7   
 Rayburn  3                   8 
 S. Houston   1                  10 
 Pasadena  0                  11

At right, junior short-
stop Taylor Pleasants 
will lead the Dobie var-
sity softball team into 
the closing stretch of 
its regular season, with 
back-to-back-to-back 
games against playoff 
qualifi ers within Dis-
trict 22-6A. It all starts 
with a battle against 
league leader Deer 
Park April 13, at the 
Pasadena ISD Com-
plex, then shifts to Do-
bie April 17 against La 
Porte. The Lady Long-
horns, currently sec-
ond in the standings, 
will then end the reg-
ular season April 20, 
back at the Pasadena 
ISD Complex against 
Memorial.

Photo by John Bechtle

Continued from Page 1B
on Deer Park, La Porte and 
Memorial to end the regu-
lar season. While Dobie 
currently stands second in 
the standings, the results 
of each upcoming game 
will have a direct effect on 
those said standings.
 Going into these last 
three, it’s not possible for 
the Lady Longhorns to be 
any more confi dent after 
three blowout wins. 
 The string began with a  
victory over South Hous-
ton. On April 6, Dobie 
then took down Rayburn 
18-1.
 Dobie scored seven 
runs in the fi rst inning and 
seven more in the third in-
ning. Combined with four 
runs in the second inning, 
it took Dobie just three 
frames to coast to the win.
 Yvonne Whaley had 
three hits, including a tri-

ple, and drove in three 
runs. She also scored 
twice. 
 Liberty Garcia drew 
three plate appearances 
and had two hits to go with 
a run and two more driven 
in.
 Moving ahead to April 
10, Dobie pounded Pasa-

dena 19-0 in three innings 
as Jacqueline Garcia hom-
ered and Taylor Pleasants 
had a pair of doubles. Jas-
mine Benitez had three 
hits, scored three runs and 
drove in four as the Lady 
Longhorns prepared for 
the fi nal three.

Dobie softball takes on big 3

Horns drop SoHo;
sit in fourth place
Continued from Page 1B
time to win is now.
 Thanks to another solid 
outing from Daniel Garza 
and a multi-hit attack led 
by Jeffry Mercado, David 
Amaya and Justin Blogg, 
the Dobie varsity base-
ball team is very much in 
the playoff hunt with fi ve 
games remaining.
 The Longhorns shook 
off an April 6 loss in Beau-
mont to West Brook (11-
8), coming back to defeat 
South Houston 10-0 April 
10, at Dobie.
 Mercado had two dou-
bles and drove in a pair, 
while Amaya had three 
hits, including a double. 
Blogg, who has had multi 
hits in several games, add-
ed two hits and an RBI.
 Dobie will now prepare 
to face Rayburn (April 13) 
and Pasadena (April 17) in 
games at Maguire Field in 
Pasadena, and both games 
are key as the locals head 
down the home stretch.
 The Longhorns, 17-7 
overall this season, are 

currently 6-3 in District 
22-6A action, which is 
fourth in the standings. 
Although West Brook suf-
fered a 5-4 loss to Memo-
rial April 10, the Bruins, 
by virtue of their season 
sweep of the Longhorns, 
are third in the standings.
 La Porte, a perfect 9-0, 
is out in front and headed 
toward a league title un-
til proven otherwise. The 
Bulldogs have shown to 
have the deepest pitching 
staff to this point and have 
run off the nine straight 
wins in league play to 
prove it.
 While Memorial is two 
games behind Dobie, the 
Longhorns should be in 
solid playoff position if 
they can defeat Rayburn 
and Pasadena. The Long-
horns will then host Me-
morial at Dobie.
 The Longhorns are also 
looking to make their way 
into third place to avoid a 
possible playoff rematch 
with District 21-6A cham-
pion Kingwood.

Tracksters reach area championships


