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Leader seeks submissions

The South Belt-Ellington Leader encourages
local schools, groups and individuals to contin-
ue sending story ideas and photos they’d like
to see included in the newspaper. Submissions
have declined following the death of Lead-
er publisher Marie Flickinger in November.
Contributions may be submitted to mynews@
southbeltleader.com.

Chamber to host annual gala

The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual gala is set to take place from 6
to 11 p.m. Friday, March 7, at the San Jacinto
College Center for Petroleum, Engineering and
Technology, located at 7901 Fairmont Park-
way in Pasadena. Titled Bollywood Nights, this
year’s banquet will feature a blend of tradition-
al Indian cuisine and American food, entertain-
ment and dancing. Indian attire is encouraged.

The gala will feature a tribute to Lead-
er co-founder and chamber co-founder Marie
Flickinger, who died this past November. Both
a Citizen of the Year and a Chamber Member
of the Year will be announced at the event. The
event will also feature the swearing in of new
chamber officers. For additional information or
to purchase tickets, call 281-481-5516 or email
info@southbeltchamber.com.

CBCMUD to close early

The offices of Clear Brook City MUD will
close at 3 p.m. Friday, March 7, to support the
South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce
annual gala. The offices will re-open for reg-
ular business hours Monday, March 10 at 8
a.m. Residents needing immediate assistance
should call the MUD’s after-hours number at
281-484-2893.

Knights sell fish during Lent

Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will
hold a weekly fish fry at St. Luke the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church, 11011 Hall Road, each
Friday during Lent from 4 to 7 p.m. Dinners
will include fried fish, fries, hush puppies,
coleslaw, corn on the cob and iced tea for $15.
Dine-in or take-out will be available.

Clear Brook Landing to meet

The Clear Brook Landing Homeowners As-
sociation will host its annual meeting at 6 p.m.
Monday, March 24, at the Harris County Park-
er Williams Branch Library, located at 10851
Scarsdale at Beamer, Suite 510.

City to collect heavy trash

City of Houston residents living in the South
Belt community south of Fuqua will have
heavy trash pickup Thursday, March 13 (sec-
ond Thursday of the month). City residents
north of Fuqua (and west of the Gulf Freeway)
will have heavy trash pickup Friday, March 14
(second Friday of the month). March is for tree
waste only. Pickups may be delayed. For ad-
ditional information, visit www.houstontx.gov/
solidwaste or call 311.

Blood drive set for March 16

Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will host
a blood drive Sunday, March 16, at St. Luke the
Evangelist, located at 11011 Hall Road, from
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Appointments are preferred
but not necessary. Donors must bring identifi-
cation. For additional information or to sched-
ule an appointment, visit www.commitforlife.
org/donor/schedules/geo.

Sageglen to meet March 17

Sageglen Community Association will hold a
homeowner meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, March
17, at the Sageglen Community Building, 11610
Sageyork. Guest speaker to be announced. Re-
freshments will be served. All Sageglen resi-
dents are encouraged to attend. For additional
information, call 281-481-2160.

Gulf Freeway closures set

At least one northbound and one southbound
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf
Freeway will be closed from SH 96/Calder/
Brittany Bay in League City to FM 519/Main
Street in La Marque daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4
p-m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further
notice.

At least one northbound and one southbound
frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway will be
closed from Deats Road in Dickinson to FM
2004/Camp Wallace Access in Texas City from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further notice.

At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 519/
Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive in
Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further
notice.

Ellington eRecycling set

The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Nov. 9, at
the Neighborhood Recycling Center at Elling-
ton Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Items accepted are PCs, servers, keyboards,
mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, small
kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs and
routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax ma-
chines, projectors, rechargeable batteries, ca-
ble boxes, car batteries and phones.

The collection events take place the second
Saturday of each month. For information, visit
www.houstonsolidwaste.org or call 311.

Pasadena ISD’s CTE program recognized

Career and technical program earns PISD a “District of Distinction” title

Pasadena ISD’s Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) program recently earned a 2025 Dis-
trict of Distinction recognition from the Career
and Technical Association of Texas (CTAT).

This esteemed recognition honors districts
that excel in providing exceptional, high-quali-
ty Career and Technical Education programs de-
signed to meet the diverse needs of students, lo-
cal communities and employers.

“Join us in honoring the 2025 CTAT Districts
of Distinction, recognized for their innovation,

dedication and excellence in advancing career
and technical education,” a post on CTAT’s web-
site read. “These exceptional districts excel in
preparing students for future workforce success
through impactful programs that align with in-
dustry demands, foster achievement and inspire
best practices statewide. Their commitment sets
a benchmark for others to follow as they shape
the future of Texas. Congratulations to this year’s
recipients.”

The CTE District of Distinction program em-

Pct. 2°s Sanchez

Precinct 2 Sgt. Robert Sanchez (second from left), who is leaving the local department after
serving 21 years to take a job as administrative sergeant with the Fort Bend County Pre-
cinct 3 office. Shown above at the event with Sanchez are Kay Barbour, Linda Webster, Seth
Webb, Dawn Salazar and Oscar Salazar.

bids farewell

phasizes innovation and workforce readiness,
showcasing districts that not only lead in educa-
tional offerings but also inspire others through
their dedication and achievements. This presti-
gious designation is awarded to districts that suc-
cessfully meet the rigorous standards established
by the CTAT Board and executive committee.

“The CTE District of Distinction program
recognizes districts that go above and beyond
to offer robust, high-quality CTE programs that
meet the needs of students, local communities
and employers,” CTAT’s website states. “This
award spotlights districts that excel in provid-
ing innovative programs, prioritizing workforce
readiness, and inspiring others through their suc-
cess and dedication.”

Pasadena ISD’s commitment to excellence in
CTE is a testament to its ongoing efforts to pre-
pare students for successful careers in a rapidly
evolving workforce.

CTE programs are available at every high

school campus within Pasadena ISD, supported
by a dedicated team of 170 teachers who serve
more than 10,000 students.

The following is a list of CTE programs of-
fered by Pasadena ISD:

— Agriculture, food and natural resources.

— Architecture and construction.

— Arts, AV technology and communications.

— Business, marketing and finance.

— Cosmetology.

— Education and training.

— Health science.

— Hospitality and tourism.

— Information technology.

— Law and public service.

— STEM.

— Transportation, distribution and logistics.

— Welding.

To view a list of CTE programs by campus,
visit www.pasadenaisd.org/13641_4.

Continued on Page 3

2 students shot near Memorial HS

2nd shooting at school in 1 month; suspect remains at large

Police are searching for a 19-year-old suspect
accused of shooting two Pasadena Memorial
High School students during a fight after school
near campus around 3
p-m. Friday, Feb. 28.

Damian  Alexander
Saiz was charged Mon-
day, March 3, with two
counts of aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weap-
on. The attached pho-
to was enhanced from a
witness video from the
scene.

According to Pasade-
na ISD Police Depart-
ment officials, the inci-
dent took place at what
appeared to be a preplanned fight after early dis-
missal Friday at the church grounds across the
street from the high school. At press time, it re-
mained unclear what the fight was about.

As several different physical altercations were

Damian Saiz

taking place at the church, two cars pulled up —
one containing Saiz.

Witnesses said Saiz produced a pistol and
fired multiple times, striking two students. The
crowd then reportedly dispersed quickly.

Responding paramedics transported the two
victims to the hospital with non-life-threatening
injuries. One student was shot in the arm and the
other in the chest.

One victim was later released from the hospi-
tal, while the second victim remained hospital-
ized at press time in stable condition.

Pasadena ISD officials said Saiz is a former
Memorial student but he hasn’t been enrolled
since the 2022-2023 school year.

While Saiz has been charged, he remained at
large at press time. Police urge the public not to
make contact with Saiz if seen, as he is consid-
ered armed and dangerous.

Additional counselors and police were at the
campus following the incident, Pasadena ISD of-
ficials said.

Continued on Page 2

San Jacinto College launches ‘‘competency-based” program
New option allows students to skip courses already familiar to them

By Miranda Dunlap

This article first appeared in the Houston Land-
ing and is republished with permission.

Forget zoning out in class while the professor
drones on about a concept you’ve got down pat.
Or racing to catch up on a lesson you missed be-
fore the class moves on.

Under a new program at San Jacinto College,
the amount of time students spend on a lesson is
determined by one thing: whether they’ve mas-
tered it.

San Jacinto plans in March to launch its first
“competency-based” education program, which
will allow global logistics and supply chain man-
agement students to move through their online
coursework at their own pace. San Jacinto lead-
ers aim to attract industry workers who want to
advance their careers, without having to spend a
predetermined amount of time — such as a semes-
ter or year — in classes.

“Our goal is to help these working adult learn-
ers be able to accelerate through a program, us-
ing their content knowledge,” said Shelley Rine-
hart, San Jacinto’s assistant vice chancellor of

instructional and support program efficacy. “It
also allows them to spend more time where they
really need the content knowledge, and less time
where they have mastered that.”

While college classes are typically mea-
sured by credit hours or how long a student
spends in a class, competency-based education
“is more about what you know than it is about
the time you spent on it,” said Amber Garrison
Duncan, chief operating officer of the nation-
al Competency-Based Education Network, a
nonprofit that helped San Jacinto build its pro-
gram.

San Jacinto will offer four courses in the
new model, with students completing various
certificates that prove their industry skills and
help them get higher-paying jobs. The pro-
gram will be the first of its kind among large
Houston community colleges.

Here’s what we know about competen-
cy-based education and how the college plans
to get the novel program off the ground.

How does it work?
Under the competency-based model, stu-

Driver Kkilled in Highway 3 train crash

A driver was killed around 7:50 a.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 26, after colliding with a train in the
11400 block of SH 3/0ld Galveston Road near
Scarsdale.

According to officials with Harris County Pre-
cinct 8 Constable Phil Sandlin’s office, the driv-
er of a gray four-door Cadillac drove onto the
railroad tracks in an attempt to pull into the 84
Lumber yard, but a Union Pacific train traveling
south on the tracks was unable to stop and struck
the Cadillac.

Houston Fire Department paramedics trans-

ported the 26-year-old Hispanic male driver to
HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake, where he
was pronounced dead.

There were no passengers in the Cadillac and
no other injuries were reported in this incident.

The northbound lanes of SH 3/01ld Galveston
Road were partially shut down while Precinct 8
crash investigators, in coordination with Union
Pacific officials, processed the scene. All lanes
were reopened at around 8:50 a.m.

This case remained under investigation at
press time.

Hike and bike renovations complete

Harris County Precinct 2 officials held a rib-
bon-cutting Wednesday, Feb. 26, to celebrate
the completion of renovations being made to the
South Belt Hike and Bike Trail

According to Precinct 2 Commissioner Adri-
an Garcia, the improvements were made in re-
sponse to several requests from local constitu-
ents.

Funding for the $765,000 construction project
was provided by Garcia’s office, as the trail was
recently redistricted from Precinct 1 to Precinct
2.

According to Precinct 2 officials, the aging
trail — which runs along Blackhawk from around
Hall Road to FM 1959/Dixie Farm Road — was
in a state of disrepair, as was the adjacent side-

walk.

The project replaced the trail that was in poor
condition with a new 8-foot concrete trail, up-
graded ramps at street crossings and improved
overall conditions.

The new trail will improve conditions for
walking, jogging and biking, while making the
trail more accessible for everyone, county offi-
cials said.

This marked the completion of Phase 2 of the
project, as Phase 1, which upgraded the trail at
Juneteenth Park, connecting Dixie Farm Road
Park to Scarsdale Boulevard. Work on Phase 2
ran from August 2024 to January 2025.

Officials said approximately 700 residents use
the hike and bike trail every day.

dents must demonstrate that they’ve “mas-
tered” class content or skills before they can
move on to the next lessons.

San Jacinto is targeting adult learners who
already work in the logistics field with its first
class, so most students won’t be starting fresh.
Instead, they’ll arrive with varying levels of
industry knowledge. As such, San Jacinto ad-
visers must assess what each student knows.

Before starting the program, students will be
quizzed on their existing skills and college ad-
visers will look at any certifications they already
have. With both in mind, advisors will person-
alize each student’s degree or certification plan,
zeroing on areas where the student needs more
practice and allowing them to effectively test out
of areas they’ve already mastered.

“It’s not really about you skipping content
as much as it is that you may have gaps in
your knowledge,” Rinehart said. “You may go

through module one faster than you go through
module two, or you may go faster through part
of module one, but not all of module one. You
may have to spend some additional time learn-
ing that content knowledge.”

Assignments are grouped into eight-week
modules, with one assignment per week,
which students can complete at their own pace.
The assignments will range between projects,
lectures, essays and more. The grading scale is
simple: either you master a skill or you don’t.

Although the program is designed to be flex-
ible, it’s not entirely hands-off. Rinehart said
there will be plenty of opportunities for check-
ins and support from educators, despite the on-
line class format. Faculty will still make sure
students are progressing — and intervene when
they aren’t. Even if a student flies through the
eight-week module in considerably less time,

Continued on Page 3
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the trail after improvements.

County finishes trail work

A ribbon-cutting was held by Harris County officials Wednesday, Feb. 26, to celebrate the
completion of renovations being made to the South Belt Hike and Bike Trail. Begun in Au-
gust 2024, this final phase of construction replaced the trail that was in poor condition with
a new 8-foot concrete trail, upgraded ramps at street crossings and improved overall con-
ditions. A before photo of the trail is shown above left, while the photo above right shows
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In My Opinion

King for Harris
County toll road
reforms

As | have previously shared with you,
the Harris County Toll Road system has
become a cash cow. Last year, it earned
a profit of over $400 million. In just the first
two months of this year, it generated $94
million in profit.

However, we know very little about
how those profits are used, and there
have been increasing questions about
whether they are being used effectively
and appropriately.

Under the law that enabled Harris
County to create the toll road authority, the
Commissioners Court is established as
the governing body and is given broad au-
thority to govern it. That authority includes
how to spend any excess funds generated
by the toll roads. The only restriction is that
the excess must be used for “the study,
design, construction, maintenance, repair,
or operation of roads, streets, highways,
or other related facilities.” That last phrase
— “other related facilities” - creates broad
discretion with the Commissioners Court
on how those funds should be utilized. The
connection of some of the expenditures of
these funds has been quite tangential to
mobility.

To make matters worse, the enabling
legislation specifically says that the Court
may spend those funds “without state ap-
proval, supervision, or regulation.” The
only check on how the Commissioners
Court allocates or spends the excess
funds is a very cursory review occasion-
ally performed by the County Auditor, a
political appointee. The last review was
done in 2022.

In recent years, the Commissioners
Court has divided most of the money be-
tween the four commissioners, allocating
some to other departments, including a
large dollop for “General Administration.”
As of November, the mobility fund held
$463 million in unspent mobility funds.
Certainly, some of the excess proceeds
are being used to fund important infra-
structure projects, but there is virtually
zero visibility or oversight on how they are
being spent.

In addition, there have been some
serious questions about the administra-
tion of the toll road authority. Long-time
investigative reporter, Wayne Dolcefino,
uncovered what appears to be very ques-
tionable staffing contracts. Also, the exec-
utive director was given a 40% raise last
year, which even drew the opposition of
our spendthrift County Judge.

This suggests that it is time to reform
the Authority's governance and how its
excess proceeds are being spent. Toll
roads in Texas are authorized and regu-

lated by state law. Therefore, the Legisla-
ture clearly has the authority, and | would
suggest, the responsibility to step in and
make some badly needed reforms.

The first step would be to reform the
governance. There is no reason the
County Commissioners should be the
only elected officials with input on how the
Authority is run. Metro, for example, has
members from the City of Houston, the
County, and the other cities participating
in the transit agency.

So, we should expand the board to
provide broader representation. Perhaps
we should add two members appoint-
ed by the Houston City Council and two
more members from suburban cities. We
could also add one representing the vast
unincorporated areas of Harris Coun-
ty and municipal utility districts, some of
which perform street maintenance.

This expanded Authority board should
meet in its own public meetings, sepa-
rate and apart from Commissioner Court
meetings. It should retain an outside au-
ditor and its own counsel. In other words,
it should be a truly independent agency
and not the political fiefdom of the County
Commissioners.

Second, any projects financed using
the excess proceeds should be subject to
the review of a third party. Houston-Gal-
veston Area Council's (HGAC) Trans-
portation Policy Council must approve
most mobility projects in the region, so
that would be a possibility. Also, since
the toll roads are integral to the State’s
overall highway system, perhaps the Tex-
as Transportation Commission could be
tasked with approving projects.

Third, the excess funds should be
more equitably distributed. Even the di-
vision of the proceeds evenly between
the Commissioners makes no sense.
Precinct 3 has nearly 50 percent of the
lanes for which the County is responsible
for maintaining but only gets 25 percent of
the money.1

Also, there is no reason that some of
the excess proceeds should not be dis-
tributed to other entities that maintain
roads connecting to the toll system. Most-
ly, this would be the municipalities in Har-
ris County, but some could also be allo-
cated to municipal utility districts.

| am sure there are other good ideas
about reforming HCTRA. However, the
status quo, in my opinion, is unacceptable
and cannot be allowed to continue. The
Authority will probably be producing close
to a billion dollars annually in profit for
the foreseeable future. Those funds are a
great opportunity to improve our mobility
infrastructure. But they also represent the
opportunity for a lot of mischief and the
misuse of public dollars. The Legislature
needs to ensure we get the former and
not the latter.

Bill King

Gunshots fired near Memorial, striking 2 students

Incident marks 2nd shooting at campus in 1 month; suspect remains at large

Continued from Page 1

The Pasadena Police
Department is assisting
the Pasadena ISD Police
Department with the in-
vestigation.

Anyone with informa-
tion on Saiz’s location
was asked to call the Pas-
adena Police Department
at 713-477-1221 or speak

anonymously to Crime
Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS
(8477).

This marked the second

shooting at the area high
school in just one month.
On Saturday, Feb. 1, an
83-year-old man was ar-
rested after allegedly fir-
ing a gun at a band event
being held at Pasadena
Memorial High School.
Dennis Erwin Brandl Jr.
was arrested and charged
with aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon.
According to police,
Brandl had no connec-
tion to the school or any

of the students involved
in the event that involved
schools from multiple dis-
tricts.

Brandl told police he
had been followed from
his house in Spring and
he was in fear for his life
at the time of the shoot-
ing.

A 26-year-old male at
the band event was shot
in the shoulder and had
to be airlifted to an area
hospital for treatment. He

is expected to make a full
recovery.

As Brandle was firing
his small-caliber hand-
gun, a group of attendees,
parents and students led
by Cy-Fair dad Juan Lo-
pez tackled the suspect
and was able to subdue
the shooter until police ar-
rived.

Before he could be sen-
tenced for his role in the
shooting, however, Brandl
died from a medical ep-

isode Sunday, March 2,
according to police.

While being held in
Harris County Jail on no
bond, Brandl was trans-
ported to Ben Taub Hospi-
tal Friday, Feb. 28, follow-
ing a medical emergency.

At this time, court re-
cords indicate the Harris
County District Attorney’s
Office requested to dis-
miss the charges against
Brandl due to medical is-
sues.

On Saturday, March
1, Brandl was released
from county custody and
into the care of a private
health-care provider. The
following day, he died.

Pasadena ISD officials
officially recognized Lo-
pez and the other heroes
responsible for bringing
down the shooter at the
school district’s monthly
board meeting Tuesday,
Feb. 25. See related story
on Page 4.
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Fred Roberts Middle School announced the Aviators of the month for February.
These students are recognized for being engaged collaborators by actively partic-
ipating in class discussions, asking questions, working well with peers and adults assistant principal David Blevins and counselor Crissy Higham.
and showing curiosity, passion and interest in their own learning process. Left to

right, are counselor Michael Evans, assistant principal Karen Pena, fifth-graders
Mariany Delgado, Adam AKkyuz, sixth-graders Vanessa Gonzales, Braden Miller,

Roberts Mlddle School names szators of the Month
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Frazier Elementary receives dictionaries

Shaar Hashalom hosts Purim carnival

Congregation Shaar Hashalom will host a Purim carnival family and attractions for kids of
all ages. Everyone is welcome. Carnival attractions include games with prizes, professional face
painting, jumping castle, live petting zoo, auction and carnival food. Food choices include a ko-
sher hot dog, veggie burger, cotton candy, popcorn and chips.

Presale tickets which are available for $10, include unlimited rides, popcorn and cotton can-
dy. Advance tickets can be purchased at www.shaarhashalom.org/event/purim-carnival2025.
htm. Day of carnival ticket purchase is $13 and meal ticket is $10.

The event will take place Sunday, March 9, from noon to 3 p.m., at 16020 El Camino Real,
Houston, TX 77062 located between Bay Area and El Dorado. Congregation Shaar Hashalom is
the only Conservative synagogue serving the Clear Lake Bay Area Community since 1967. For
information call 281-488-5861.

NASA Aglow Lighthouse meets March 22

NASA Aglow Lighthouse invites all to its meeting on Saturday, March 22, beginning at 10 a.m.
at Praise Chapel, 18516 SH 3, Webster.

Yolanda Cruz is a well-known minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. She had a Damascus en-
counter, where she encountered the love of Christ, healing power and deliverance and surrendered
her life to Jesus.

Cruz traveled serving at United with Christ Ministries full time for 22 years. Her passion is
foremost Jesus and to make him known. Her greatest desire is bringing souls into the Kingdom of
God. She served in a jail and prison ministry, the Community Pregnancy Center, led women’s bible
studies, served in prayer ministry, outreaches in Houston and will be involved in ministering on a
Cuban crusade in the earlier weeks of March.

Bring a friend to the meeting as NASA Aglow welcomes Cruz and celebrates the presence of
the Lord.

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.
Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon — 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 — 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10
a.m. — 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.

Thursday, March 6, 3 — 4 p.m. Open lab computer help. Registration required.

Thursday, March 6, 4 — 5 p.m. Family Storytime. Registration required.

Monday, March 10, 11 a.m. — noon. Open lab computer help. Registration required.

SHSU names Fall
2024 dean’s list

The students listed on
the Dean’s List of Academ-
ic Honors at Sam Houston
State University in Hunts-
ville, are undergraduates
who have achieved a grade
point average of at least 3.5
out of a perfect 4.0 in all
work attempted while en-
rolled in not less than 12
semester hours. The univer-
sity has recognized the fol-
lowing students for earning
the honor for the fall 2024

semester.
Houston
Aric  Albers, Payton
Barkman, Nancy Bazaldua,
Megan Cook, Lillie Crow,
Julissa Duarte, Kaden Fer-
nandez, Kaylee Frank,
Aracely Garcia, Kyah Grif-
fin, Sonia Lopez, Christian
Mariscal, Kyralynn Mcgee,
Bella Perez, Jared Tate and
Ariel Zamora.
Pearland
Kiana Rodriguez

CCRW meets March 7

The Clear Creek Republican Women’s group (CCRW)

Wednesday, March 12, 6 — 7 p.m. Living English lessons. Registration required.
Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide

The Pasadena Rotary Club distributed dictionaries to ev-
ery third-grade student at Frazier. The Rotary Club took
time and taught the students how to use the dictionary to
find word definitions and all the other features included in

a dictionary. Pictured, left to right, are (front row) Kristen
Mesa, Ka’Leigha Ramirez, Leyla Leal, Josephine Mata,
third-grade teacher Sara Rodriguez, (back row) club
members Lee Clark, Dr. Paul Covell and Cecil Ghormly.

online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.
Parker Williams Library

Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library.
The library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.

The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:

Thursday, March 6, 10:15 — 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.

Friday, March 7, 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. AARP free tax services.

Friday, March 7, 1 — 3 p.m. Genealogy.

Friday, March 7, 4:30 — 5:30 p.m. Lego club.

Saturday, March 8, 10 a.m. — noon. Tai Chi.

Monday, March 10, 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. AARP free tax services.

Monday, March 10, 1-2:30 p.m. ESL conversation club. Registration required

Monday, March 10, 4 — 5:30 p.m. 3D printer orientation. Registration required.

Monday, March 10, 4:30 — 5:30 p.m. Book buddies. Registration required.

Tuesday, March 11, 10:15 — 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.

Wednesday, March 12, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Tai Chi.

Wednesday, March 12, 6 — 7:30 p.m. Citizenship classes. Registration required.

Parker Williams ‘“No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”

— After receiving notification that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.

— Have a library card number and PIN handy.

— A pickup time and instructions will be given.

— Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.

— Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verification.

Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 am. — 8
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday, 1- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Visit https://
www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services

— Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.

— Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.

— Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.

— Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.

— Stream classic films, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.

— Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.

— Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.

Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

South Belt Elementary School’s chess team
participated in Pasadena ISD’s winter chess Pictured are (left) Kenneth Hernandez who placed sixth in the
tournament on Feb. 22. Third-grader Max Leal fourth-grade division and Rhett Sullivan who placed third.

received an award for Best Sportsmanship.

South Belt takes on chess tournament

Pasadens IS0 Chess
Touwrnammnt

Photos by Anh Ton

is holding their monthly meeting on Friday, March 7, at
La Brisa Mexican Bar and Grill at 501 N. Wesley Drive in
League City. Doors will open at 11:30 a.m.

Retired Army Lt. Col. Jeffrey Addicott will be the guest
speaker. He will discuss The Trump Doctrine and Emerg-
ing National Security Threats. Register today at https://
ClearCreekrw.org.

CCA of Retired Teachers

The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers (CCART)
will hold its March meeting on Tuesday, March 11. All meetings
will be held at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 NASA
Parkway in Seabrook. Murder mystery novelist, Cherry North-
cutt, will be featured.

The gathering will start at 9:30 a.m. with a social get-together
for coffee and cookies. The business meeting will begin at 10
a.m. All Texas retired school employees from the area are invit-
ed. Annual dues are $50.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church
Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor

11011 HaII Rd.
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Espafiol*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251
Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord
in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Chrlst|an
based child care for the local community. Director
Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take
perfect care of your children while you work.

g 281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com
10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair




“Competency-based” program launched

Continued from Page 1

they must wait until the next
eight-week term begins to start
their next class.

“We would offer things
like additional labs where you
might want to meet with the
faculty member and say, ‘Con-
cept B, I don’t understand, and
I need some additional support
on that,” Rinehart said. “It’s
no longer about ... the teacher
at the front of the classroom, as
much as it is somebody on the
side, kind of walking with you
on that journey.”

Pros and cons

The largest benefit of com-
petency-based education, pro-
ponents and San Jacinto lead-
ers say, is flexibility.

The online format allows
students to learn on their own
time, meaning they can contin-
ue to work their jobs simulta-
neously. Students spend more
time on areas they need more
practice in, and less on topics
they don’t. Plus, if a student
is sick and misses a week, the
class doesn’t move on without
them.

Overall, students might not
have to commit as much time
to securing a credential —
such as a degree or certificate
— from a community college.

“We’ve got a lot of folks
in our community that have
been working for a really long

time in a certain field, but they
don’t have a credential,” Rine-
hart said. “And so what we’re
trying to do is to give them a
flexible learning option that al-
lows them to use their content
knowledge to accelerate and to
be flexible through their learn-
ing, because we really want
them to get that credential.”

However, some colleges
have seen pushback to the
competency-based model,
which has stemmed from a
few concerns: fear that it isn’t
the same quality as typical
classroom education, worries
that students with less self-mo-
tivation may stumble, or reluc-
tance to make such a big shift.

Adopting the model re-
quires colleges to get approval
from their accreditor, and it
can take a while to get off the
ground. San Jacinto’s program
is four years in the making,
college leaders said.

How popular is it?

Competency-based educa-
tion isn’t widespread, but it’s
growing in popularity. Gar-
rison Duncan said it’s grown
from a handful of institutions
offering the model in 2013 to
over 600 colleges now.

“For higher ed, that’s a pret-
ty big change in 10 years,” she
said.

The model has increasing-
ly come to life at community

colleges, particularly in Texas,
after the COVID-19 pandemic
sent many classes into fully on-
line formats, Duncan said.

San Jacinto’s program will
start small, with college lead-
ers hoping to enroll 20 to 30
students in the first year.

“It’s awesome to be the
first one to do something. It is
scary to do it. But, you know, I
don’t think we have a choice,”
Rinehart said. I think we have
to help meet our community
where they’re at and where the
needs are.”

Western Governor’s  Uni-
versity, a Utah-based online
college using the competen-
cy-based model, provides
some insight into the demand
for this kind of learning. Hun-
dreds of Houston-area com-
munity college students have
transferred to the college in re-
cent years, records obtained by
the Landing from each of the
colleges show. Western Gover-
nor’s ranked as the 12th-most
popular transfer destination for
San Jacinto students over the
last four academic years.

‘Why global logistics?

San Jacinto has recently
focused more on the logistics
and distribution industry, a
shift born from an advisory
committee of industry leaders
who help steer the college’s
technical programs. In January,

TWC is now taking applications

The Texas Workforce
Commission (TWC) is now
accepting applications for a
new grant to strengthen the
Texas health care workforce.
The new dual credit health
care grants will provide
funding to programs that
allow high school students
to earn college credits for
courses that lead to health
care careers.

Grant awards will support
dual credit costs to prepare
more Texans for the health-
care industry’s most in-de-

mand occupations. Applica-
tions are open to community,
technical, and state colleges
in Texas. To be eligible, ap-
plicants must partner with at
least one Texas independent
school district or open en-
rollment charter school.

Grantees will be eligi-
ble for a maximum award
amount of $300,000. Eligi-
ble expenses include tuition
and fees, curriculum devel-
opment, and certification
Costs.

TWC approved $3 mil-

7MHD searches for volunteers

The 7 Marines Honor Detail (7MHD) is a nonprofit orga-
nization of Marines who serve veterans of all branches in the
Unites States military. The group provides casket guard, rifle
salute, taps, folding of the flag, color guards, local parades,
Houston National Cemetery functions, Honor Flight recep-
tions, VA hospital events and more.

Founded in December 2024 7MHD has completed all
72 assignments which were delegated to them. Based in the
Southbelt area, the group serves local funeral homes and cem-

eteries.

The group is seeking for fellow Marines to join their team
in providing final honors salutes for veterans’ families. They
outfit any Marine with a uniform and welcome both men and
women, as well as associates who wish to help.

For more information about volunteering, call 832-329-
7250 or 281-793-9811 and leave your name and return number.

PISD’s CTE program recognized

Continued from Page 1

To see a complete list of the
2025 CTAT Districts of Dis-
tinction, visit www.ctat.org/
page/districts_of_distinction.

Lewis Career and
Technical HS

In addition to programs
being available at each of Pas-
adena ISD’s comprehensive
high schools, students may
also take CTE courses at the
Lewis Career and Technical
High School, which offers
nearly all of the programs at
one location.

Opened in 2014, the Lew-
is Career and Technical High
School houses roughly 1,500
students from all five of Pasa-
dena ISD’s other high schools,
helping to alleviate over-
crowding at the campuses.
Located on a 32-acre plot of
land at the corner of Beltway
8 and Genoa Red Bluff, the
school is designed to provide
students with the skills nec-
essary to enter the workforce
immediately following gradu-
ation.

Funding for the campus
was approved by voters in No-
vember 2011 as part of a $270
million bond. Construction of
the 250,000-square-foot cam-

pus cost approximately $37
million.

All PISD students between
ninth and 12th grade are eligi-
ble to attend the school. The
campus provides a full-day
learning program, with stu-
dents returning to their home
campus for athletics and fine
arts.

A joint venture with San
Jacinto College, the campus
will allow participating stu-
dents to graduate with a high
school diploma, receive a pro-
fessional certificate or license
and earn college hours by
taking dual credit courses, ad-
vanced placement courses or
by gaining articulated credits.

The campus is divided
into six separate academies:
business and human services;
health services; agriculture;
transportation and shipping;
manufacturing and construc-
tion; and technology and en-
gineering.

— The business and human
services academy will offer
training in hospitality, culi-
nary arts, cosmetology, child
guidance and management
and criminal justice.

— The health services acad-
emy will offer training to help

lion for this special initiative
through the Skills Develop-
ment Fund to support, create,
and expand dual credit ca-
reer and technical education
(CTE) programs that address
local employer demand for
healthcare occupations. Dual
credit programs allow high
school students to complete
college credit hours while
pursuing their long-term ca-
reer goals.

Applicants can find more
information and access ap-
plication documents on the
Dual Credit Homepage.
Please submit all application
documents and questions to
DChealthcare@twc.texas.
gov.

This new grant is launch-
ing as Texas celebrates CTE
Month, which occurs in
February of each year. CTE
Month recognizes the vital
role these programs play in
preparing students for high-
skill careers across the state.
Through initiatives like the
dual credit healthcare grant,
TWC continues to support
the expansion of CTE pro-
grams to address workforce
needs.

students become a certified
nursing assistant, dental as-
sistant, emergency medical
technician or pharmacy tech-
nician.

— The agriculture academy
will offer training in fl oral
design and presentation, turf
management, horticulture and
how to become a veterinary
technician.

— The transportation and
shipping academy will offer
training in automotive tech-
nology, transportation/distri-
bution/logistics, automotive
collision repair and maritime.

— The manufacturing and
construction academy  will
offer training in engineering,
robotics, welding, construc-
tion technology, HVAC and
electrical.

— The technology and en-
gineering academy will offer
training in information tech-
nology, computer mainte-
nance, computer networking,
audio/video production, arts/
audio video technology and
animation and graphics.

For additional information
about Pasadena ISD’s Lewis
Career and Technical High
School, visit careerandtechni
cal.pasadenaisd.org.
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the college’s board of trustees
approved a bachelor’s degree
in the same subject that will
debut in spring 2026.

The logistics industry,
which handles the movement
of goods from producers to
consumers, drives Houston’s
economy and is especially
prevalent in the south Houston
area, where San Jacinto serves
roughly 32,000 students. Over
70,000 employees work in the
logistics industry in Pasadena,
according to the Pasadena Eco-
nomic Development Council,
fueled by the many nearby pet-
rochemical companies and the
Port of Houston shipping hub.

“We were just hearing from
our industry partners that there
was an issue with employees
that had content knowledge but
didn’t have a credential,” Rine-
hart said. “There are a lot of
companies that are wanting to
advance their employees, but
they don’t have that credential
that goes along with it.”

More to come?

San Jacinto leaders hope
to expand the number of pro-
grams offering a competen-
cy-based format.

In the immediate future,
they’re eying construction
management and child devel-
opment programs, but don’t
yet have solid plans for either.
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Stuchbery recognizes students of the month
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Stuchbery Elementary School has recognized the students pictured as
students of the month for February. Left to right, are (first row) Cesar
Rodriguez, Jasper LeBlanc, Marleigh LeBlanc, Victoria Tavira, Mateo
Tzintzun, Lydia Teko Agbo, (second row) Alissa Tovar, Jayleen Marti-
nez, William Castro, Ivan Velasquez, Abigail Hale, Maya Solis, Grace
Mejia, Skylar Taylor, Lillian Mascorro, (third row) Johnny Knight,
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Mateo Llanas, Ronald Alvarez, Daniel Bui, Vianna Rivera, Frida Ka-
lil, Tiana Thomas, Brantley Lucas, (fourth row) America Paredes,
Kayden Spears, Miguel Amaya, Sadie Jones, Aya Ghneim and Alyssa
Valdez (school counselor). Not pictured, are Rex Puy, Julissa Melgar-
es, Zoe Jimenez, John Blanco, Jose Mendez, Aaliyah Sampson, Allison
Gallegos, Crystalynn Simon and Jace Ramirez.
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the hands of

unparalleled
orthopedic care.

memorialhermann.org/orthopedics

Advancing health. Personalizing care.

Our care revolves around you, to get you back on your game and keep you there.
Whether you need relief from tendinitis or a torn ligament, you'll get the same
leading-edge treatments that we provide to the Houston Rockets. To help you
come back sooner and stronger. This is orthopedic care designed around you.

MERKPANN

Orthopedics
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Remember When

45 years ago (1980)

Residents in Gulf Palms
were united against allowing a
radioactive waste site in their
neighborhood.

The second article in a se-
ries by the Leader revealed
that 50 percent of all teenagers
have had sexual intercourse
and that 30 percent of sexually
active girls give birth.

Nine local teens, all em-
ployees of Ron’s Krispy Fried
Chicken on Hughes, raised
$156 for two area victims of
spina bifida, making it possi-
ble for them to attend the spi-
na bifida camp.

Richard Moore Elementa-
ry School on Blackhawk was
under construction and was
expected to be completed in
time for students to attend
during the upcoming school
year.
40 years ago (1985)

With the win by the Do-
bie Lariaettes at University
Interscholastic League (UIL)
competition at the Astro Are-
na, the Dobie team headed for
the state competition March 3.

Members of the National
Federation of Decency picket-
ed the 7-11 Store on Hughes
Road, claiming the chain of
stores is the leading retailer of
pornographic magazines.

South Belt Leader publish-
ers Bobby Griffin and Marie
Flickinger and editor Cheryl
Bolen each received a School
Bell Award from the Texas
State Teachers association at
the group’s convention at the
Dallas Hyatt Regency.

35 Years ago (1990)

Pasadena Independent
School District administration
was awaiting the upcoming
election to see if its proposed
$100 million bond election
would pass.

An expert familiar with the
Brio Superfund site said tox-
ins found in the 50- and 100-
foot aquifer were a source of
contamination for Southbend
drinking water, contrary to
Brio Task Force claims.

Several turtles and other
amphibians appeared along

Beamer as construction con-
tinued on the new waterline.
All were relocated.

Dobie High School En-
glish teacher Marsha Mon-
crief died after a long illness.

30 years ago (1995)

Harris County purchased a
large portion of the Scarsdale
Plaza center on Scarsdale at
Beamer for $1.4 million.

The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District board
supported the rebuilding of
Weber Elementary School in
Sageglen.

The occupants of the re-
maining 15 homes in the
Southbend subdivision would
have to bear the costs of fund-
ing the utility district which
would quickly be out of mon-
ey. Southbend Municipal Util-
ity District officials explained
the expenses do not decrease
as homeowners move out.

25 years ago (2000)

Dobie’s academic decath-
lon team won a second-place
state title, 20 individual med-
als and the highest score in
Dobie’s history.

Blackhawk opened to
Fuqua, providing a shortcut to
Hobby Airport.

Melissa Alcala, 19, died in
a motor vehicle accident.
20 years ago (2005)
Councilmember Addie
Wiseman met with District
E constituents in the South
Belt to discuss Capital Im-
provement Projects. Among
the projects discussed was the
paving of Hughes Road from
Beltway 8 to the city limits,
replacement of the Sagemont
pool, improvements to Black-
hawk Park and the eventual
relocation of the Bracewell
Library at Almeda Mall.
Snow was brought to At-
kinson Elementary to reward
students who had met their
accelerated reader goals.
KSEYV radio talk show host
Edd Hendee spoke to a large
crowd at Sagemont Church
about his recent visit to Iraq
and the servicemen with
whom he had talked. He also
shared a slide presentation of

his visit.

Former South Belt resi-
dent Sarah O’Banion, a sec-
ond lieutenant in the U.S. Air
Force, met Good Morning
America co-host Diane Saw-
yer aboard the USS Abraham
Lincoln.

Houston police were fol-
lowing up on several leads in
the shooting death of Luan
Cong Pham, but no arrests had
been made yet.

15 years ago (2010)

President Barack Obama’s
proposed budget called for the
phasing out of NASA’s space
shuttle program, as well as its
Constellation project, which
was to return man to the moon
by 2020. According to Bob
Mitchell, president of the Bay
Area Houston Economic
Partnership, this could entail a
loss of as many as 11,500 jobs
in the area.

The Memorial Hermann
Healthcare System announced
the appointment of Erin
Asprec as CEO of Memorial
Hermann Southeast. Asprec
was the first female CEO in
the hospital’s 24-year history.

10 years ago (2015)

A local restaurant’s deci-
sion to deny service to a man
because of his facial tattoos
drew national media atten-
tion. Would-be customer Erik
Leighton said he and a friend
were escorted by police out of
Bombshells Restaurant and
Bar, located on the Gulf Free-
way at Fuqua, on March 7, as
the establishment does not al-
low patrons to have tattoos on
either their face or neck. Frus-
trated, Leighton took to social
media to air his grievances.
Online support for Leighton
was overwhelming, with sev-
eral leaving negative com-
ments on Facebook and Yelp.
Within  hours, Bombshells’
Facebook page had been tak-
en down. A representative
from Bombshells replied to
Leighton on Facebook, saying
the tattoo policy is in place to
dissuade gang members from
going to the restaurant/bar.
Leighton, who has no criminal

record, said he is not a gang
member.
5 years ago (2020)

The results from the March
3 primary elections were tal-
lied, with the hotly contest race
for the Democratic nomina-
tion in the race for the position
of Precinct 2 constable headed
to a May runoff. Incumbent
Chris Diaz received 35 per-
cent of the vote to challenger
Jerry Garcia’s 39 percent. The
race had proven to be contro-
versial, as a second candidate
also named Jerry Garcia — the
cousin of Diaz’s wife, Jacinto
City Mayor Ana Diaz — also
appeared on the ballot, caus-
ing confusion among voters.
Despite withdrawing from
the race, the second Garcia
still received 9 percent of the
vote (1,347 votes), roughly on
par with legitimate challenger
George Coffney Jr. and ahead
of Alberto “Bert” Rivera, who
received only 7 percent. Even
if the scores of both Garcias
were combined, however, it
would have still been just shy
of the 50 percent threshold
needed to circumvent
a runoff. The winner of May’s
Democratic runoff election
faced Republican Daniel Vela
in November’s general elec-
tion.

Dobie High School senior
Cameron Tobias excelled at
the state Academic Decath-
lon championship, held in
San Antonio Feb. 28 through
March 1, taking home gold
medals in essay and social
sciences and silver medals in
economics and literature at
the varsity level. This capped
a successful competition sea-
son for Tobias, who also came
in overall first place varsity at
the district and region compe-
titions.

1 year ago (2024)

Two local principals were
recognized by Pasadena ISD,
as Morris Middle School
Principal Allison Lewallen
was named the school dis-
trict’s Elementary Principal
of the Year, and Dobie High
School Principal Dr. Jor-

FREE
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STEM
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Enjoy a fun night with hands-on
science, technology, engineering,
and math demonstrations.

San Jacinto College Central Campus
LyondellBasell Center for Petrochemical,

Energy, & Technology (Building C45)

7901 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, TX 77507

ly Thomas was named the
school district’s Secondary
Principal of the Year. This
honor reflects the impact
these two leaders have made
on their students, staff and
community. Their dedication
and commitment to maintain-
ing high standards of educa-
tion has led to strong ratings,
state recognition and positive
learning outcomes.

With Lewallen’s leader-
ship, Morris Middle School
became an A-rated school
under the state’s accountabil-
ity system, has been named
a Schools to Watch campus,
won the CREST Award for
their superb counseling pro-
gram and was designated as a
Model Professional Learning
Community School. Lewallen
took a wealth of experience to

her leadership position as she
had spent her career work-
ing with at-risk students as a
teacher, instructional special-
ist and assistant principal. Le-
wallen believes in the power
of a growth mindset, innova-
tive thinking, and focusing on
growth as a measure for suc-
cess. Throughout her career
she has worked on developing
this set of beliefs in her school

community. The consistent
focus on this vision, along
with refinement of systematic
processes focused on school
growth, strengthened her cam-
pus teams, and ensured equi-
table learner outcomes for all
students. During her tenure
at Morris Middle School,
Lewallen was instrumental
in fostering a collaborative
environment that strongly

emphasizes every student’s
holistic development and ev-
ery staff member’s unique
value. Under her leadership
Morris Middle School was
recognized as a Model Pro-
fessional Learning Commu-
nity (PLC) at Work Campus
through innovative schedul-
ing, a focus on professional
development and the estab-
lishment of a cohesive staff.
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SIBLINGS CELEBRATE SAME BIRTHDAY
Special birthday hugs are sent to Robert
(2007 Dobie grad)

“Austin” Scarberry

day from her family, friends and co-workers at
the Leader.

EVIE TURNS ELEVEN!

Cardenas.

Melillo Middle School
Break out the cake and ice cream March 6

Friday, March 7, from his daughters Jade
and Lily Scarberry. Austin served his country
in the U.S. Coast Guard. His sister, Jenny
(Hayes) Laney (1997 Dobie grad), also has
a birthday March 7. Hugs and kisses are sent
from Jenny’s husband Josh Laney and chil-
dren Brayden, Baylee and Olivia. Best wish-
es for a great birthday are sent to both from
proud parents Robert and Jannie Scarberry,
former longtime South Belt residents; broth-
er Joseph Hayes (2000 Dobie grad); sister
Stacey (Hayes) Flowers (2005 Dobie grad),
husband Stephen and children Kennedy,
Owen and Evie; and brother Tyler Scarberry
(2010 Dobie grad).
ROBERT MARKS A BIRTHDAY

Robert Scarberry, retired longtime Dobie
auto collision repair teacher and former long-
time South Belt resident, celebrates his birthday
Sunday, March 9. Birthday wishes are sent from
wife Jannie; children Jenny (Hayes) Laney
and husband Josh, Joseph Hayes, Stacey
(Hayes) Flowers and husband Stephen,
Austin Scarberry and Tyler Scarberry; and
grandchildren Brayden and Baylee Espinosa,
Olivia Moreno, Jade and Lily Scarberry, and
Kennedy, Owen and Evie Flowers.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DIDDY!

Diddy Clark celebrates a birthday Sunday,

March 9. Best wishes are sent for a wonderful

Stacey (Hayes) and Stephen Flowers of
League City celebrate the tenth birthday of
their daughter, Evelyn “Evie” Faith Flowers,
on Saturday, March 11. Proud grandparents
are Jannie and Robert Scarberry, former
longtime South Belt residents, and Karen and
Mike Flowers of Dickinson. Sharing in the
celebration are big sister Kennedy; big brother
Owen; aunt Jenny (Hayes) Laney Scarberry;
uncles Joseph Hayes and Austin and Tyler
Scarberry; and cousins Brayden and Baylee
Espinosa, Olivia Moreno and Jade and Lily
Scarberry. Stacey is a 2005 Dobie High School
graduate.

SCHOOL DAZE

The following personnel and staff of the
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays March 6 through March.12.

Burnett Elementary

Sing a verse of a happy birthday song March
11 to Tracy Stockton.

Bush Elementary

The day for a birthday gift for Pilar Ibarra is
March 7.

Moore Elementary

Send a birthday greeting March. 8 to Taylor
Voncille. The day for a party for Guadalupe
Hudson is March 9.

Stuchbery Elementary
Marking a birthday March 6 is Melissa

for Patricia Rhoads.
Thompson Intermediate

The day for a birthday celebration for Caleb

Lopez is March 6.
Dobie High

Celebrating a happy birthday March 10 is
Jennifer Haynes. Enjoy a triple-layer birthday
cake with Adrian Amador, Angela Cruz and

Sandra Rodriguez on March. 12.
FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

Thursday, March 6: Keith Kirby and
Cydryce McMillian; Friday, March 7: Amber
McMurrough, Susan Metger and Christopher
Kennard; Saturday, March 8: Diana Vela, Matt
Anderson, Michelle Fuller and Mark Solis;
Sunday, March 9: Cheryl Stell, Rudy Rivera,
Leah Lister, Lance Botkin, Susan Zientek,
Monte Long and Bo Richards; Monday, March
10: Jim Daigle and Sheila Dill; Tuesday,
March 11: Raquel Loya, Michael Martinez,
Jesus Romero and Irma Manriquez; and
Wednesday, March 12: Debbie Clark, Maria
Riojas, Debbie Johnson and Heather Murphy
Burris.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email anniversary, vacation, congratulations,
etc., to mynews@southbeltleader.com with
OTBF as the subject by Friday noon for the next
week’s publication. For birthdays, type “OTBF:
Friends Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

The San Jacinto College District is committed to equal
opportunity for all students, employees, and applicants
without regard to race, creed, color, national origin,
citizenship status, age, disability, pregnancy, religion, gender,
sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, genetic
information, marital status, or veteran status in accordance
with applicable federal and state laws. The following College
official has been designated to handle inquiries regarding
the College’s nondiscrimination policies: Vice Chancellor

of Human Resources, 4624 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, TX
77504, 281-991-2659; Sandra.Ramirez@sjcd.edu.
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Pasadena ISD honors Memorial shooting heroes
83-year-old shooting suspect dies before sentencing

The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District and the
PISD board of trustees held
a special ceremony on Feb.
25, to honor the brave indi-
viduals who acted heroically
during the shooting at Pasa-
dena Memorial High School
Feb. 1.

During the event, the
district recognized the cou-
rageous actions of several
individuals, including Juan
Lopez, a Cy-Fair dad and
teacher, who initially took
down the shooter, and Corey
Veazey, an Angleton employ-
ee, who assisted in restrain-
ing the suspect. Additional-
ly, four dads from Pearland

ISD — Abram Trevino, Joe
Sanchez, Polo Castillo and
Adam Curow — raced toward
the gunfire to help secure the
suspect and weapon until po-
lice arrived.

The district also hon-
ored three Health Occupa-
tions Students of America
(HOSA) members — Makayl-
la Talavera, Charles Mitchell
and Jorge Garza — all Pas-
adena ISD students, who
provided immediate med-
ical assistance to gunshot
victim Dwight Benjamin, a
percussion consultant with
Angleton ISD. Their prompt
and skilled response was
instrumental in stabilizing

Benjamin until emergency
medical services could take
over.

The Pasadena ISD Police
and Pasadena Police Depart-
ment were commended for
their seamless cooperation
and swift response during the
incident. Their coordinated
efforts were vital in manag-
ing the situation and ensur-
ing the safety of everyone
involved.

Pasadena ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. DeeAnn Powell ex-
pressed deep gratitude to all
the honorees, stating, “We are
immensely proud of the brav-
ery and quick actions of the
band parents, students, staff

recognized

| PISD board

Cy-Fair parent Juan Lopez was
honored by the Pasadena ISD
Board of Trustees at its monthly
board meeting Tuesday, Feb. 25,
for his heroic efforts in taking
down the 83-year-old shooter
Feb. 1 at Pasadena Memorial
High School. Lopez along with
several others recognized were
responsible for tackling and sub-
duing the suspect, Dennis Erwin
Brandl Jr.,, and detaining him
until police could arrive and ar-
rest him. Brandl died from med-
ical issues before he could could
be sentenced. See related story
on Page 1.

Lopez

by

SJC presents “Our Town”’

San  Jacinto  College
South Theatre and Film
is proud to present the lo-
cal premiere of the multi-
lingual version of Pulitzer
Prize-winning classic “Our
Town,” written by Thornton
Wilder and enhanced with
translated passages by Nilo
Cruz and Jeff Augustin. Per-
formances will play Thurs-
day, March 6, through Sat-
urday, March 15.

Described by Edward Al-
bee as “the greatest Ameri-
can play ever written,” “Our
Town” follows the Webb
and Gibbs families as their
children fall in love, marry
and eventually — in one of
the most famous scenes in
American theatre — die.

Narrated by a stage man-
ager and performed with
minimal props and sets,
“Our Town” depicts the
small town of Grover’s Cor-
ners, N.H., through three
acts: “Daily Life,” “Love

and Marriage” and “Death
and Eternity.”

In the next step for a
play that Wilder conceived
from the beginning as a play
about everywhere, “Our
Town” is performed in En-
glish and Spanish.

Currently running an ac-
claimed revival on Broad-
way, “Our Town” speaks to a
desire for stronger communi-
ty ties and appreciating sim-
ple joys in complex times.

The production team in-
cludes San Jacinto College
alumni Ty James, scenic
design; Kyra Nappier, light-
ing design; DeVonte’ Rog-
ers, costume design; and
San Jacinto College Theatre
and Film Professor Jonelle
Walker, director. The pro-
duction features original
live sound effects designed
by Theatre and Film stu-
dents.

When: Thursday, March
6; 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 8; 2
.m.

Thursday, March 13, Fri-
day, March 14; 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 15; 2
p.m.

Where: San Jacinto Col-
lege South, 13735 Beamer
Road, Flickinger Fine Arts
Center, Black Box Theatre
(S15.135).

Tickets: Tickets to “Our
Town” are available at sjcs-
theatrefilm.ludus.com. Price
is $3 for San Jacinto Col-
lege students; $5 for San
Jacinto College faculty and
staff; and $7 for the rest of
the community.

“Our Town” runs approx-
imately 2 hours 30 minutes,
including two 10-minute in-
termissions.

For additional informa-
tion, visit the San Jacin-
to College South Theatre
and Film website or email
Jonelle Walker at jonelle.
walker @sjcd.edu.

and law enforcement. Their
heroism in the face of danger
exemplifies the strength and
resilience of our community.”

The 83-year-old suspect

charged in the Feb. 1 shoot-
ing — Dennis Erwin Brandl Jr.
— died Sunday, March 2, ac-
cording to police. See related
story on Page 1.
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McCoy places second
in Big Shoot Out

Fourth-grader Conner McCoy from South Belt El-
ementary placed second in the boys’ fourth-grade
competition in the PISD Big Shoot Out which took
place Monday, Feb. 3.

more drivers.

Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm” offers more discounts to

Get to a better State’.

11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East e Houston, TX 77089

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General

Cynthia Beecher, Agent

Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com
M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am
After Hours by Appointment

o StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

2025 PISD Athletics Hall
induction event March 12

The big event is quickly
approaching as the Pasa-
dena ISD Athletics Hall of
Fame extravaganza comes
to the Pasadena Conven-
tion Center March 12.

Matt Musil, former
longtime CBS channel 11
sportscaster, will emcee
the event.

The 2025 induction
class once again includes
several individuals who
achieved great things for
the Dobie Longhorns.

The 1980 Dobie boys’
state championship
cross-country team will be
inducted, as will softball
star Sharonda McDon-
ald-Kelley and longtime
JFD tennis coach Bobby
Kramer.

Others set to become
part of the Athletics Hall

of Fame in this class in-
clude Sam Rayburn Class
of 1985 graduate Bruce
Aguilar, a football /base-
ball star; Pasadena High
School graduate Rick
Brewer, who starred on
both the football and
baseball fields for the Ea-
gles prior to graduating
in 1963; Kristine Kelly,
a class of 2006 Pasade-
na High School graduate,
who was a star swimmer
and also competed in track
and field for the Eagles;
Nancy Cole Bowman is a
Pasadena Memorial High
School Class of 2009
graduate who starred on
the volleyball court; and
South Houston Class of
2003 graduate Josh Rodri-
guez who starred for the
Trojans on the baseball di-

amond.

McDonald-Kelley, cur-
rently the head softball
coach at Michigan State
University, is set to speak
on behalf of the 2025
class.

Individual tickets re-
main on sale for the event
that begins at 6:00 p.m.,
with tickets available for
$75 each. Text HOF25 to
41444 in order to get tick-
ets.

Many of Kramer’s ca-
reer highlights are tied
to his leadership on the
tennis court, but the ca-
reer educator began his
coaching career at Nuec-
es Canyon, where he led
girls’ athletics programs in
the seventh through 12th
grade in the beginning.

Continued on Page 8

At right, Dobie senior
right-hander  Cruz
Torres and his team-
mates will compete in
the Gary Harrington
Battle by the Bay
event March 6 and
March 8 hosted by
Goose Creek ISD in
Baytown. The Long-
horns will take on
Deer Park March 6 at
Deer Park beginning
at 5:30 p.m., then will
return to 22-6A action
March 7, hosting the
Dawson Eagles begin-
ning at 4 p.m. at Do-
bie main. Dobie will
face Kingwood March
8 at 10 p.m., then play
Texas City at 12:30
p-m., both at Baytown
Sterling High School
to conclude the Har-
rington event.

JFD tracksters enjoy impressive medal haul at relays

The Dobie varsity girls
came up with 52 points
in the relays and a dou-
ble-gold medal perfor-
mance from senior Lauren
Garza, while Chris Lopez,
Damarcus Hodges and
Jaylon Broussard were
gold medalist on the var-
sity boys’ side to lead the
locals at the Longhorn
Relays Feb. 27 at Dobie
main.

Like many programs
across the Houston area,
the Dobie teams returned
to competition following
a 13-day layoff after rain
wiped out much of the pre-
vious week’s schedule.

JFD girls third

Garza has little left to
prove in her distance run-
ning career as she has se-
cured a collegiate future

at Southeastern Oklahoma
State. Still, she seems in-
tent on finishing her sto-
ry career at Dobie with
a strong final push this
spring.

Running on a familiar
course, Garza delivered
gold medal-performanc-
es in both the 1,600 and
3,200 events, clocking in
at 5 minutes, 32.60 in the
1,600 for the gold and
11:49.22 at the 3,200 dis-
tance to double up.

Aniya Menefee was
another gold medalist for
the Dobie girls in the high
jump as she cleared 5 feet,
2 inches in fewest attempts
to claim the top spot.

Dobie captured a gold
medal in the 4x200 re-
lay with a clocking of
1:4590, and a time of

Dobie junior distance runner Johan Villavicencio

came away with a top-three medal as he was third
for a bronze medal at the 800 distance, clocking in

at 2 minutes, 4.33 seconds.

50.94 brought a silver
medal to the Dobie girls in
the 4x100 relay.

At 4:17.26, the Long-
horns also won a silver in
the 4x400 relay.

Senior Stacie Harris’
medal haul included a sil-
ver for second place in the
200 with a time of 26.58,

with teammate Aniya
Menefee capturing fourth
place at 28.25.

Harris and former 22-
6A rival Ally Marbury of
Deer Park went head-to-
head in the long jump.
Marbury was the gold
medalist this time with a
best of 17-4, while Har-
ris went 17-4 for second
place and a silver medal.

Sophomore  Christina
Rodriguez came away

with a bronze medal for
her clocking of 1:02.58 in
the 400, and Daisha Jack-
son picked up a bronze
medal in the 100 with a
time of 13.49.

Sophomore  Aracely
Alvarado, certainly an im-
portant player in the future
of Dobie’s cross-country
and track and field dis-
tance running plans, was
fourth in the 3,200 at
12:28.15, and sixth with
a time of 5:50.93 in the
1,600.

While Menefee was the
gold medalist in the high
jump at 5-2, teammate Ky-
lar Joseph was sixth as she
cleared 4-10 in the event.

Joseph wound up with
a bronze medal for third
place in the triple jump,

making her way to 36-
0. Tailin Curtis of Dobie
posted a distance of 33-5
for sixth place.

Blessing Okinloye of
Dobie tossed the shot 31-7
for fifth place.

JED boys excel

Senior Jaylon Brous-
sard was one of the gold
medalists for the Long-
horn varsity boys as he
claimed the top spot in the
200 at 23.03.

Senior Chris Lopez,
who will continue his col-
legiate career at St. Thom-
as University in Houston,
was the gold medal winner
at the 3200 distance, mak-
ing his way to the finish
line in a time of 10:02 80.

Dobie teammate and
freshman Jordan Roman

was third for a bronze
medal as he was in at
2:07.12.

Jacob Morris was the
gold medalist in the 400
for Friendswood High
School as he made his
way to the tape in a time
of 51.38, and Dobie senior
Tariq Riley was the silver
medalist as he took second
place at 51.71. Dobie’s
DeShaun Singleton was
fourth in the event as he
posted a time of 52.36.

Johan Villavicencio
came away with a top-
three medal as he was
third for a bronze at the
800 distance, clocking in
at 2:04.33.

In the 1600, Lopez
again turned in a top three-
time as he was the bronze

5

Dobie varsity girls’ 4x100 relay, including from left, Daisha Jackson, placed second at 50.94 seconds at

Lillian Herte, Kylar Joseph, Aniya Menefee and the Longhorn Relays.

i

At right, Texas A&M
University junior Cam-
ryn Dickson dashed
to the finish line in a
time of 22.86 seconds
to claim the silver
medal in the 200 final
at the Southeastern
Conference indoor
track and field cham-
pionships Feb. 1 on her
home track at the R.A.
“Murray” Fasken ’38
Indoor Track & Field
facility in College Sta-
tion. The A&M women
ended their champion-
ships on the track in
fifth place as a team as
the 4x400 relay team
of Dickson, Jasmine
Montgomery, Latasha
Smith and Jermaisha
Arnold placed fifth
with a season-best time
of 3 minutes, 28.43
seconds to move into
the top-10 nationally
in the event. Dickson
and the 4x4 relay team
have now qualified to
compete in the NCAA
Indoor Championships
at the Virginia Beach
Sports Center March
14-15.

Texas A&M’s Dickson claims 200 silver at SECs

SEC indoors
set to invade
Virginia
March 14-15

medalist with a clocking
of 4:44.54.

The Dobie boys per-
formed exceptionally well
in the relays with a pair of
silver medals as well as a
fourth-place finish.

The Longhorns posted
a time of 1:30.37 in the
4x200 relay, then came
up with a time of 3:29.32
for the silver medal in the
4x400 relay to wrap up the
meet.

Junior Demarcus Hodg-
es led the way for the Do-
bie boys in the field events
as he was a gold medal
winner in the triple jump
after making his way to
the 43-8 mark for the
win. Clayton Washington
of Dobie was fifth in the
same event as he came up
with a distance of 39-2.

Senior James Spivey
was one of the Longhorns’
top contributors in the
field events for the Dobie
boys as he cleared 5-7 in
the high jump for a bronze
medal.

Dobie softball team
to take on Pearland

With a key game com-
ing at Pearland March 7,
the Dobie varsity softball
team will look to stay at
the top of the standings
in the 22-6A race. The lo-
cals were 6-6 overall as of
press time March 5 but had
scored wins over Dawson
and Pasadena Memorial to
stay unbeaten.

Hosting Memorial
Feb. 28 at Dobie main,
the Longhorns walked off
with a 1-0 victory in the
bottom of the seventh in-
ning as Chloe Nunez came
up with a run-scoring sin-
gle to end the game in cel-

ebration for the locals.

Vanessa De La Fuente
was the star of the game
for Dobie as she tossed a
complete-game  shutout
against the Mavericks,
allowing three hits while
striking out nine as part of
a gem of a performance.

With a bye in the 22-6A
schedule March 25, Do-
bie traveled to Kingwood
to take on the defending
Region 3 champion Mus-
tangs, losing the game 4-0
as the Mustangs plated
three runs in the bottom of
the fifth inning and went
on to win.

Clear Brook track
returns to routine

The Clear Brook var-
sity track and field teams
went separate directions to
close out the month, with
the boys competing at the
Longhorn Relays Feb.
27 at Dobie and the girls
showing off their talent at
the Ed Taylor Invitational
in Beaumont a day later.

CB boys excel

Jalen Erskine of Clear
Brook along with team-
mate Darwin Bolden guid-
ed The Wolverines at Do-
bie.

Erskine grabbed silver

Ask about our
Introductory
Specials

Join our'martial arts fam

v'Homework assistance
v/ Evening Karate Classes
/Self Defense Classes

Pearland |

ENROLL TODAY

medals in the 110 and 300
hurdles, finishing the 110s
in a time of 15.92 seconds
and the 300s at 40.01.

With a top throw of
145 feet, 4 inches, Bolden
was the silver medalist in
the discus and also placed
third for a bronze medal
in the shot with a throw of
48.4.

In the discus, the Wol-
verines’ Camdyn Barnett
was sixth with a distance
of 131-2. Montez Hadnot
was seventh at 130-8.

Continued on Page 8
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SHIFLETT
REALTORS"

281-481-3733
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% Great Office Location
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Personal Service
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Call Today!
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Auto

The Works
Includes

¢ Underbody Rinse
* Wheel Cleaning
o Clear Coat Protectant

o Hand Drying

© Install New Oil Filter

© Complete Chassis Lube

o Check Brake Fluid

 Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

Service Center
& Car Wash

Now HiriNG CasHiErs, Car Wasu NOW available!!

PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am -
Sun. 9am - 5pm

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax

°50

*Monthly

6pm
radius™*

* Rain-Guard

 Vacuum Interior

**shuttle service
only available
within a 5 mile

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Check & Fill Windshield Washer

o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
* Check Breather Element

Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Qil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/23/25.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)
All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait
shuttle service

10
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*35

*Monthly

*MonNTHLY UNLIMITED WaASH PLans (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
o Check &Fill Transmission Fluid
o Check Air Pressure in all Tires
o Check Gear Boxes

o Check Battery Fluid

* Check PCV Valve

o Check Radiator Overflow Rese
o Check Belts

 Check Wiper Blades

Off Auto
Alignment

With coupon only. No reproductions.
Not valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

(Between 1-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945 :
“Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

* Wash

—
ISLAND BREEZE

Express
Exterior

igh Velocity
Drying
(In Tunnel)

20

*Monthly

$49.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash
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Ferguson delivers record-setting career with LSA swimming team

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

A basic 14 minute, 49
second-phone conversa-
tion will not do justice to
the lasting legacy and re-
cord-setting career that
Lutheran South Academy
swimming star and Class
of 2025 senior Lauren
Ferguson has delivered in
the pool, yet it was long
enough for a sportswriter
with 35-plus years in the
business to come away
with the realization that
Ferguson has been and
will continue to be a dif-
ference maker.

Ferguson  completed
her dazzling swimming
career with the Pioneers
at the Texas Association

of Private and Parochial
Schools Division II State
Championships Feb. 11 at
the Josh Davis Natatorium
in San Antonio.

She established pro-
gram records in both the
200 free and 100 back, and
helped guide the Pioneers’
200-yard medley relay
team to a seventh-place
finish.

Already the LSA re-
cord holder in the 500
free as a junior, Fergu-
son this season wound up
second for a silver medal
and school record at state
in the 200-yard free at 2
minutes, 00.31 seconds,
trailing only gold medal-
ist Logos Prep freshman
Charlee McEvoy’s time of

1:58.84.

In the 100 back, Fergu-
son was the state bronze
medalist in a time of
1:01.54. Grapevine Faith
Christian senior Vivian
Anderson was the gold
medalist at 56.80.

In the 200-yard med-
ley relay, Ferguson also
joined freshmen Sara Mc-
Grady and Hope Gonza-
lez as well as sophomore
Parker McNatt for eighth
place at 2:14.51. The
same four ladies also took
10th place at state in the
200 freestyle relay.

In addition to her suc-
cesses in the pool, Fergu-
son was one of three LSA
swimmers to earn TAPPS
Academic All-State hon-

ors for the 2024-2025
school year, joining junior
teammates Elijah Brown
and Luis Ordaz.

Her high school swim-
ming career NOow com-
plete, Ferguson  will
turn her attention to the
school’s senior gradua-
tion ceremony May 23
before focusing on a jour-
ney to Easton, Pa., where
she will join the women’s
swimming program at
NCAA Division I Lafay-
ette College.

There, she won’t be
far away from her older
brother, Chase Ferguson,
who is currently a junior
at Bucknell University in
Union County, Pa. The
two collegiate institutions

At right, Lutheran
South Academy se-
nior and star swimmer
Lauren Ferguson has
excelled both in the
classroom and in the
pool during her stay
with the Pioneers. The
owner of program all-
time records individ-
ually in the 200- and
500-yard freestyles
and the 100 back as
well as the 200 free-
style relay, Ferguson
has earned the honor
of valedictorian for her
2025 graduating class
and will speak May
23 at graduation. She
will swim collegiate-
ly beginning this fall
at Lafayette College
in Easton, Pa. Fergu-
son will dual major in
mechanical engineer-
ing and internation-
al studies. Her older
brother, Chase Fergu-
son, swims collegially
at Bucknell University.
The family’s youngest
daughter, Landry, is a
seventh-grade student
and also is a competi-
tive swimmer.

>

Jacque Giron upholds family

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

Continuing what has
been a family tradition
over the years, Jacque
Rose Giron has been noth-
ing short of one of the top
performers within the Na-
tional Junior College Ath-
letic Association JUCO
women’s basketball ranks
over the past two seasons.

The Dobie Class of
2023 graduate and for-
mer District 22-6A Most
Valuable Player as a high
school senior is wrapping
up what has been a terrific
two-year run at Weather-

ford College, and certainly
has done everything with-
in her power to earn a shot
at continuing her playing
career at a four-year pro-
gram.

There isn’t shame at
playing for Weatherford
College, where the main
campus in Weatherford is
roughly 60 miles west of
Dallas.

With just a couple of
games remaining in the
North Texas Junior Col-
lege  Athletic Confer-
ence season, Weatherford
was 17-10 overall and
8-6 within league play,
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good for fifth place in the
eight-program confer-
ence.

As for Giron, she has
been one of the top overall
performers within the NT-
JCAC, leading the league
in assists at 6.4 per game
and sitting fifth overall in
scoring at 15.1 points per
game, third in 3-point field
goal percentage (35.9),
sixth at 44.9 in overall
field goal percentage.

On Feb. 15, in an 80-42
victory over Hill College
at home, Giron scored
a career high 25 points,
making good on 5 of 8

from beyond the 3-point
line.

Giron, the youngest of
the four children of Yvette
and Elbert Giron, admits
that there wasn’t a huge
market for 5-foot-6-inch
guards as she navigated
the recruiting scene during
the latter stages of her
high school career.

The bottom line is, and
this is true at most junior
colleges across the coun-
try, Weatherford offered
Giron the opportunity to
have her education paid
for nearly 100 percent.

In turn, Giron truly has
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Dobie Class of 2023 graduate Jacque Giron has anticipating the opportunity to find a rotation
put together a standout two-year stay at Weath- spot at a four-year institution. She was a four-
erford College on the basketball court and is year varsity performer with the Longhorns.

are roughly 2 hours apart
via ground travel, with
just 118 miles separating
the two.

Chase Ferguson, a 2022
Lutheran South Academy
graduate, put together a
storied High School ca-
reer of his own with the
Pioneers, named an All-
State performer in the 200
back as a senior and hav-
ing helped guide the pro-
gram to state team cham-
pionships in both 2020
and 2022.

At the Patriot League
championships late last
month on the campus of
Bucknell University, La-
fayette College senior
Maggie Ivey established
a school record while
swimming in the prelims
of the 200 back, finishing
at 2:03.07. In 2023, Ivey
set the Lafayette program
record in the 200 free at
1:52.58. Alex Brannick
in 2012 set the school re-
cord in the hundred back
at 56.61.

Interestingly ~ enough,
both Bucknell and La-
fayette College are com-
petitors within the Patriot
League, meaning the Fer-
guson siblings are likely
to be in the same building
for the conference cham-
pionships in 2026.

It might seem like just
yesterday that Ferguson
entered the hallways of
Lutheran South Acade-
my for the first time. The
daughter of Jennifer and
Ken Ferguson, Lauren
Ferguson said she began
attending LSA in the fifth
grade.

“I have really come
to appreciate the small-
er class settings and be-
ing able to have a strong
teacher-student base in
order to help with your
studies,” Ferguson said,
adding that she estimates
the Pioneers’ 2024-2025
senior class to be fewer
than 100 total students.

Ferguson expects
have a
ence at Lafayette College
and looks forward to the
smaller, more closely knit
learning environment that

to

given Weatherford head
coach Bob McKinley, his
coaching staff and the
Coyote program a top-end
stat sheet stuffer the past
two seasons.

“I think I've really
learned a lot about being a
leader and giving my team
whatever it needs in order
to reach our goals,” Giron
said. “During my fresh-
man season, I was really
called upon to be more of
a distributor with the bas-
ketball.

“This year, I've added
increased scoring. I'm re-
ally just trying to do what-
ever the team needs.

“We missed the post-
season tournament last
year, and our goal was to
get back to the postseason
tournament this year. All
of us are just doing what-
ever it takes to try to help
get there.”

Roughly a month ago,
Giron told the Leader that
it’s a team policy within
the Weatherford program
to keep recruiting conver-
sations at a minimum.

Therefore, she was un-
sure at the time as to just
what the future may hold
on the hardwood.

Again, Giron under-
stands that between the
NCAA transfer portal and
the annual influx of high
school seniors also com-
peting with junior college
transfers for opportunities
at the four-year program
level,

Tyler Giron is the el-
dest Giron sibling and is
a Class of 2016 Dobie
graduate, while his sister
Jade Giron, who was also
a four-year varsity girls’
basketball standout at Do-
bie, graduated in 2017.

Luke Giron was a Class
of 2021 senior who was
the starting quarterback
at Pasadena Memorial
in 2020 before transfer-
ring back to Dobie in or-
der to graduate on the
stage alongside his moth-
er, Yvette Giron, who is a
faculty member at Dobie.

Tyler has studied in pre-
dental. Jade, as previously
stated, is a 2023 Dobie

lies ahead for her.

As for being one of
the all-time greats in the
pool for the Pioneers,
and quite honestly so was
Chase Ferguson, Lauren
Ferguson said she is com-
fortable in knowing that
she has given her best ef-
fort along the way.

“I think I learned a lot
about myself and knowing
that no matter how I feel
on a daily basis I was able
to get up every day, get

in the pool for my work-
outs and give it my all not
only for myself but for
my teammates,” Ferguson
said.

“Just like with any oth-

er sport, the daily work-
outs can be a grind and
seem a little bit isolating
at times, but you just have
to work toward the end
goal,” Ferguson said.

“In swimming, it has
never been about going
100 percent all of the time
and giving a max per-
formance every day. It’s
about knowing what the
goal is at, let’s say, the
championship meets and
working toward that goal.
You have to taper your
workouts toward what is
most important.

“As a team, we have ac-
complished a lot of great
things at Lutheran South,

and I am proud to have
been a part of that. I don’t
know if I'm one of the
greats or not, I was just
giving my best and trying
to be proud at the end. 1
think I did that, and I’'m
also excited about what
the future holds.”

Lauren Ferguson said
at this point she is not con-
cerned about program or
conference records while
attending Lafayette.

She merely wants to be
the best teammate with the
Leopards that she can pos-
sibly be while also being
at her individual best in
the water, including what-
ever times come with that.

Ferguson will also fo-
cus on building toward a
career in engineering and
hopes to one day travel in-
ternationally as part of her
professional journey.

Ferguson referred to
being interviewed by the
local newspaper, the South
Belt-Ellington Leader, as
a true honor and was look-
ing forward to seeing this
piece appear in print.

The reality is, it is tru-
ly an honor to be able to
share some of Ferguson’s
achievements with the
community.

Ferguson truly has been
a difference maker at Lu-
theran South Academy.

similar experi- A school record holder in three individual swim-

ming events as well as having contributed to an-
other school record in a relay, Lauren Ferguson
can be comfortable knowing that she is one of the
all-time greats at Lutheran South Academy. She

reputation as productive hoops star

graduate.

Tyler went on to play
both football and basket-
ball in some capacity at
three colleges during a
successful finish to his
athletics career.

Jade began her colle-
giate career at Linden-
wood University and then
competed at Lyon College,
where she put together, to
be frank, a star-studded
women’s basketball ca-

reer. She has focused her
studies in the veterinary
field.

Luke is currently study-
ing business, leadership
and management while
playing quarterback at
OUAZ-Ottawa Universi-
ty Arizona College while
Jacque is rounding out her
second season at Weather-
ford and has plans to be-
come an architect.

Along the way, no mat-

holds the Lutheran South Academy all-time re-
cord in the 200 freestyle, the 500 freestyle and
the 100 backstrock and is also a member of the
school’s 200 freestyle relay record holding four-

some.

ter the path or the loca-
tion, the Girons have de-
livered both on and off the
athletic fields and courts.
The journey surely con-
tinues for Jacque some-
where on the basketball
court for the 2025- 2026
season, and some fortu-
nate university is going to
get a player who will pay
it forward both on and off
the court.

“I just want an oppor-

tunity to continue my bas-
ketball career,” Jade Giron
said.

“I feel like I have real-
ly grown both as a person
and as a student athlete
these last two years. Just
like I did at Dobie, I went
from being the freshman
newcomer to being a good
teammate who, I believe,
can be counted on to be at
my best and late-game sit-
uations.

!
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Jacque Giron has been one of the top overall overall in scoring at 15.1 points per game, third
performers within the NTJCAC, leading the in 3-point field goal percentage (35.9), sixth at
league in assists at 6.4 per game and sitting fifth 44.9 in overall field goal percentage.
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ERVICE

TACLB26543E

South Belt
AlIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

Free Estimates on New Equipment

Americam Stamdard.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

281-484-1818 4403 F.M.2351
GET IT TODAY!

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

We service all major home appliances.
Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

Same DAY SERvicE

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Heating SystemsjE
on Sale Now
Call for Free Estimates.
7%{)&4]‘/&5@0/ i
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

L |
TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

JT Garage Door Systems

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

[A)
2, Ruben Murioz - MPL 17449 i3

(The Handyman Can.)

& Fences (Wood or Chain link),
T Decks, Painting, Siding, Flooring,
| Shower Conversions, Granite &
Laminate countertops
Work done right at the right price

[®Serving South Belt and surrounding areas.

| 713.701.7400 -

Triple M Plumbing
281-455-1175

// ;| Melvin D. Glover II1

batteries, change light bulbs, hang curtains, assem-
ble furniture, toilets, small jobs and odd jobs, any
personal services.
The working ladies friend.
Call 409-245-1512

Free  Repair, Replace, Install
Estimates Over 20 Years of Experience  Lift "'
Contact JasonTeel =~ . Master License # 40217
281-991-7697 b l
HIRE A HUSBAND
We haul and dump. Ceiling fan specialist, haul off RoBo GARAGE DOORS

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

¢ All Tax Preparations
e Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

2381-481-4134

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
*Genie o Craftsman e Lift Master ® Chamberlain

After Hours Plumbing Service @
Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer ¢ Water Heaters ¢ Drains
Leaks ¢ Water  Repairs * Gas

I $75 OFF Any Service w/coupon :

frave

832-715-6441

Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Espanol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
== www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

£3
HBB
ape
MEMBER

¢ Vinyl ®

oo
\t\? szna,

) 5 Year
BBB Labor
Warranty

Windows

T
MEMBER
et Magriee

Serving
‘f,c.v_-;_;;g [1ip South Belt
since 1978

Hardi Board Siding
* Replacement & Storm

WINNER OF BEST ROOFING
COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Tl 281-481-9683

BONANZA A F::rllasa:(ien:;l::lr(up!
AlIR & HEAT" —
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust e NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

24 Hour

A & M PAINTING

* PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING « SHEETROCK

* TAPE & FLOAT « DEMOLITION * HAULING » FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

* K K KK

LAWN & GARDEN

Licensed, Insured,
Affordable
¢ Free Estimates ¢

I\DRMNS»

n 3-501 -0184

Trimming, Shaping,
Removal, Grass
Installation, Mulching

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal ¢ Tree Topping ¢ Trimming
+ Thinning Out * Elevating * Stump Grinding
* Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 832-660-3622 e will work with you

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Sale

This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien.
Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com.
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at
9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075.
Bidding will open (3/11/25 8 a.m.) and
Conclude (3/18/25 10 a.m.)

Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale.
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenants:
Russ L. Nelon: lawn mowers, wood chippers, small
engines and misc.

Rhonda Williams: 2001 Polaris Jet Ski (8596JW)
on Sportsman Dual WC Boat Trailer (VIN:1BTD8KA
1031J55936), homemade mini 18-Wheeler (parts only).
Manuel M. Trejo: 2001 CHEV BZR (VIN:
1GNCS13WX12124870) and misc items.
Eartha N. Brown: power tools, furniture, sinks and
wood.

Jacquelyn D. Emmanuel: 1986 Hyundai EXL (VIN:
KMHLA11J7GU051016), furniture, toys, bike and misc.
Alfred Rocha: 1992 Crestliner 192" (Serial: NOR
33405C292) on single axle Shoreliner trailer (VIN:
1MDEO05V17PM597870).

Roselia Santibanez: furniture, paint sprayer and misc.

Notice of Public Sale

This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien.
Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com.
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located
at 9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075.
Bidding will open (3/18/25 8 a.m.) and
Conclude (3/25/25 10 a.m.)

Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale.
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenants:
Heriberto Garcia: Kenmore/Samsung/LG/
Whirlpool appliances.

Ricardo X. Sarduy: 1984 Stingray 20°1” (HIN:
PNYJ2636M84A), double axle trailer (11X-VKN),
engine block.

Israel Hernandez: tires/rims, various car parts, go
trax scooters, doors, engine blocks and refrigerator.
Russ L. Nelon: tools, tractors, push mowers
and misc.

Frederick Easter: 1986 Bayliner 18'8” (BLODO9F
CAB86) on single axle trailer.

Prosper DeBee: miscellaneous.

ELECTRIC

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS
* Free Estimates
« Senior Citizen Disc.
« No Service Charge
« Res./Comm.
« Master Electrician
« Insured
— * TECL#21246
281-484-8542 il
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY
We accept most mejor credit cards.

Support
Leader
= | |Advertisers

Residential & Commercial
New Garage Door Installation & Repair

Emergency Service 713-953-1697

Financing Available TACLB002755C
Looking to

L O P EZ sell or lease

OVERHEAD your home?
DOORS Let us

help
you!

Place an ad in

the South Belt-

=
SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

g Let the Leadsr é&[/)

with your ac[us’zﬁwmg

N Call 281-481-5656

S

JRepair/Replacement

281-480-8898

s |

Garage Door Problems?

“'Big Edd’s

“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Garage Doors & Openers

_ 713-784-4238

Ellington
Leader's weekly
Real Estate
section!

11555 Beamer
281-481-
5656

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, MARCH 6
7 am. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill,”
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday
at 7:30 a.m., Hope Community United Methodist
Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7)
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland — Check
website for time and location https:/pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832-293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum
— Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-of-the-cen-
tury doctor's office and an old-time kitchen.
Open Tues. — Sat.,, 9 am. — 4 p.m., 204 S.
Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-
0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 7

7:30 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill.”
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum
See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) -
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway,
Pearland, or at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 for
more information. Meets Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vig-
ilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E.
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presby-
terian Church (youth building). For details, call
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or
https:/nastuff.com/. Meets Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group — meets
at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m.,
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family members and
friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, learn
Al-Anon principles, that they are not alone, and
discover choices available. For details, call
281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous - meets at
CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For
details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill.”
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum
— See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom —
All services are live and Zoom online. For de-
tails on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 a.m.
Saturday service, Judaism classes, film series,
and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.
shaarhashalom.org.
1 p.m. St. Paul's Anglican Church — offers a
knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-479-
7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, MARCH 9
8a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church
—has worship Tuesday at 11:30 a.m., Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. (Bible study, Book of Revelation,

at 6 p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:15
a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. (in back of a
medical/retail community). For details, call 281-
479-7285 and leave a message, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery — A faith-based
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at
Life Church, 5125 Preston Ave. Pasadena, TX
77505. Call 713-419-2635 for details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous See Friday’s
notice.

MONDAY, MARCH 10
5 p.m. New Directions — Age 55 and older
meets the first and third Mondays for a potluck
dinner with activities and/or guest speakers at
600 Hobbs Road, League City, TX 77573,
(community room). For further information, call
Jill at 646-489-4367.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 — Meets Monday
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Email huff_reunion@juno.com
for details.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — St.
Luke’s Group, 12-Step Recovery, open meet-
ing Mondays, 7 p.m. in the Education Bldg. in
room 6, at 11011 Hall Road, 77089. For details,
call Rita at 281-309-2801.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) — #0683
Friendswood chapter meets at the Friendswood
Methodist Church, 110 N. Friendswood Dr. in
the educational bldg., room 201. For informa-
tion, call Lynette Ringrose at 832-858-4617 or
Dorothy Pourteau at 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — See Fri-
day’s notice.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11
Join Wise Owls on every second and fourth
Tuesday of the month. For companionship and
games at United Methodist Church, 12501
Palmsprings Drive. Call Shirley at 713-449-
9959.
7 a.m. AA Meeting —
Thursday’s notice.
10 a.m. CCART — The Clear Creek Association
of Retired Teachers meets the second
Tuesday, monthly, Sept.-May, 9:30 to 11:30
a.m., Bay Area Community Center, 5002
NASA Parkway in Seabrook near Landolt
Pavilion. Texas-retired school employees from
surrounding school districts welcome. Annual
dues are $50.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum
— See Thursday’s notice.
10:30 a.m. Tri County Republican Women —
General meetings are held the second
Tuesday, except June and July, Golfcrest
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland.
Lunch available for $20. Exact cash or a check
requested. To RSVP, visit www.tricountyrw.
club/.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church — See
Sunday’s notice.
6:30-7:30 p.m.

“Breakfast With Bill.” See

Southeast Houston

Toastmasters — The Southeast Houston
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtually
with the exception of the second and fourth
Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at sehouston.toast-
mastersclubs.org. In-person address, 10500
Scarsdale Blvd. (SB Chamber of Commerce).
Visit the website or call Karen Nunn, at 832-
722-9061 for information.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — See Fri-
day’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill.” See
Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum
— See Thursday’s notice.
Carmeliters — a nondenominational senior cit-
izen social group meeting at St. Bernadette
Catholic Church, 15500 EI Camino Real, in
Clear Lake on the first and third Wednesdays
for a time filled with fun, fellowship, lending
library with books and puzzles, coffee and
bingo. The meetings are open to those ages 55
and older, with no dues. Day trips and extend-
ed trips available. Deposits are now being
taken for Poland For details, call Marilyn at
713-444-6744.
Noon Ballroom Dancing — A ballroom dance
group welcomes visitors every Wednesday to
enjoy free dancing from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. at
Hometown Heroes Park Ballroom, 1001 East
League City Parkway, League City. Everyone
is welcome to enjoy dancing to a selection of
CD music provided by DJ Neva Schroder and
guest DJs. This weekly dance does not include
lessons. Free lessons are taught by Jerry
Sanford at the same location on Mondays from
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. While these opportunities are
free and provided by volunteers, the park sys-
tem requires participants to register and get an
activity card for all park activities. For more
information about the activity card, one may
ask at the front desk or call 281-554-1180.
7 p.m. St. Paul’'s Anglican Church — See
Sunday’s notice.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — See Friday’s
notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous — See Friday’s
notice.

THURSDAY, MARCH 13

7 am. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill,”
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United Methodist
Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7)
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland — Check
website for time and location https://pearlandot-
ary.com/events/calendar or call 832-293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum
— Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-of-the-cen-
tury doctor's office and an old-time kitchen.
Open Tues. — Sat., 9 am. — 4 p.m,, 204 S.
Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-
0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

LEADER READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks;
Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP

WANTED
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FURNITURE 8887. 3-27
HILTON FURNITURE. PRESSURE WASH-ING!
Serving over 27 yrs. Free Estimates. Call

Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V.s, etc. We also clean
solar panels. Time for
cleaning. Free Estimates!

3-27
V.L. LAWN CARE & Tree
Service. Lawn mowing,
mulch, tree trimming &
removal. Wood fences
and pressure washing.
Free estimatimes. 346-
577-3347. 3-27

12100 Gulf Frwy., Hou.,
77034. Mattress clear-
ance - $99 twin mattress
or $149 full mattress.
Offering free delivery to
the South Belt area. Call
Today - 832-857-4881.
3-27

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical,
plumbing & painting,
replace/repair. No Job
Too Small. 281-948-

Now Hiring Office Personnel

Requirements: Good computer and grammar skills.
Tax preparation or Bilingual a plus! Part-time
Monday thru Saturday.

Email: ezincome@comcast.net or Fax: 713-473-2648

Hydraulic equipment repair

technician needed.

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish
required! Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978
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District 24-6A All-District
Varsity Girls’ Basketball

Most Valuable Player
Kamryn McLaurin, Clear Brook

Offensive Most Valuable Player
Jazmine Hansley, Dickinson

Defensive Most Valuable Player
Kirsten Lippold, Clear Lake

Newcomer of the Year
Shelby Tortorici, Deer Park

Coach of the Year

Toya Petterson, Dickinson

First-Team Selections
Carmen Evans, Clear Lake
Kirsten Lippold, Clear Lake
Kyndall King, Clear Falls
Rileigh Hairston, Clear Creek
Sierra Woods, Clear Creek
Tristen Golden, Clear Creek
Ciara Williams, Dickinson
Jazmine Hansley, Dickinson
Kyndall Hosea, Dickinson
Kamryn McLaurin, Clear Brook
Chardel Terrell, Clear Brook
Rezia Castillo, Clear Brook
Alyssa Harms, Deer Park
Shelby Tortorici, Deer Park
Erin Goodson, Deer Park

Second-Team Selections
Marley Auttonberry, Clear Lake
Adarra Vanderford, Clear Falls
Gabrielle Shepherd, Clear Falls

Aniya Brannon, Clear Creek

Kendra Rawls, Clear Creek
Lindsey Scott, Dickinson
Brianna Walston, Dickinson

Morgan Williams, Clear Brook

Katelin Seymore, Clear Brook
Kyla Kimbrough, Clear Springs

Jada McCormick, Deer Park
Audrina Silva, Deer Park

1200 orr

I (on jobs $2,500 & up)

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
I I N N IS S S .

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations

BBB
S

"
FOUNDATION REPAIR y D 00K track
I runs at events

OR
SEWER REPAIR I Continued from Page 5

The Brook girls com-
peted at the Ed Taylor
Invitational in Beaumont
as junior Kyra Freeman
was the gold medalist in
the triple jump at 33-4 1/2
and Aailslyn Blanks won a
gold in the discus (1228-
11 1/2) and a silver in the
shot (33-8).

Patricia Barnes turned
in a time of 2:35.98 for a
silver medal in the 800.
The Wolverines’ 4x400 re-
lay team claimed a bronze
medal.

__281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

B
———

H/F event is March 12

Continued from Page 5

In it all, Kramer is 16
years within the Nuec-
es Canyon Independent
School District, where he
also had assistant princi-
pal duties for a while.

With a new superin-
tendent set to take over
within NCISD, Kramer
elected to take a buy-
out package and stepped
away. It wasn’t long be-
fore one of his former star
athletes, Irene Williams
White, then an assistant
athletic director at Dobie,
convinced him to come to
Pasadena.

“When Irene said Pasa-
dena, I thought she meant
California, Kramer,” told
the leader. “When 1 ar-
rived at Dobie in 1977, 1
actually coached the girls’
basketball program for
two years. They weren’t
having a lot of success
when I got there, and in
no time at all we were de-
feating everybody.”

Having been such a
leader on the tennis courts
during his time at Nueces
County, Kramer fell right
in to his comfort zone
with the Longhorns net-
ters. “I had tremendous
support from Frank Bra-
den, who was principal
at Dobie for many years,”
Kramer said. “The biggest
thing was that we had tre-
mendous kids dedicated
to the program, and we

had tremendous parents
support along the way.”

During his 37-year ca-
reer in coaching, Kramer
guided eight state tennis
champions, a state quali-
fier, four state semifinal-
ists, and 10 players who
wound up second at state.

Kramer graduated from
Knippa high school in
1956 and will forever call
Uvalde his true home, but
he is ever appreciative of
his time at Dobie
First, it was unbelievable
to be inducted into the
Adobe all of Honor, he
said.

“Now to be inducted
into the Pasadena ISD
Athletics Hall of Fame is
truly remarkable and that
there are so many athletes
and coaches who are de-
serving. I’'m sure it will
be a special night, I am so
appreciative to have this
recognition.”

Kramer was induct-
ed into the Dobie High
School Hall of Honor in
2017 and also joined the
Texas tennis coaches as-
sociation Hall of Fame
and 2022.

Now 87 and having
long since retired to Uval-
de, Kramer said the calls
from Dobie for the Hall of
Honor in 2017, the Texas
Tennis Coaches Associa-
tion in 2022 and now the
Pasadena ISD Athletics
Hall of Fame March 12

TEXy
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FREE PARKING!

in Pasadena were each
unexpected and therefore
appreciated all the more.
“Coming to Dobie
High School, working
with and alongside won-
derful colleagues for so
many years and having a
chance to work with ter-
rific student athletes and
having such great parental
support made it all worth
it,” Kramer said. “Maybe
it’s true that coaches get
most of the credit in the
end, but for me it was al-
ways about having terrific
kids who wanted to work
hard and be part of some-
thing special on the court.
“I truly appreciate this
honor with the Athletics
Hall of Fame. There have
been so many deserving
individuals and teams

over the years, so to be
part of this prestigious
Hall of Fame is a great
honor to me.”

LeBlanc to play at Hill College

L]

Dobie Class of 2024 senior and standout volleyball player Naima LeBlanc
has announced via X that she is transferring to Hill College in Hillsboro,
where she will continue her education and collegiate volleyball career. LeB-
lanc played her freshman season at Lee College in Baytown, where she had
109 kills for the Rebels while playing in each of the team’s 30 matches. Hill
College competes in the Region V ranks as part of the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association.

", Music and Island Fun

The Art of Music Experience
Opens March 1

Explore this stunning exhibit that reveals the

stories behind iconic album cover art ranging
from Pink Floyd and Madonna to the Foo Fighters
and much more. See large-scale, original hand-
painted artwork, neon displays, live painting and
a variety of activities

Lasting Impressions 3D

Opens March 1

Over 100 famous Impressionist masterpieces
come to life in immersive 3D! Sit with Renoir’s
guests, float over Monet's lilies, and soar
through Van Gogh's Starry Night!

Pyramid Kids Camps: March 10 - 24

Camp includes attraction experiences per day
(weather dependent); with different program activities,
ambassador animal presentations, games, crafts,

and experiments making every camp day uniquel!

Junior Golf Camps: March 11 - 13

Perfect for ages 8-13! Kids will delve into golf
fundamentals, rules, and etiquette, while enjoying
hands-on practice on the course and range.

Hotel Packages

& Guided Tours

Enjoy a Spring Break Getaway on Galveston Island. Explore the

Moody Gardens attractions and fun new guided tours. Choose from
spa, golf and encounters to meet a penguin, giant river otter and other
special animal experiences and plan the perfect escape!
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