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Holiday closures set

South Belt-Ellington Leader

The Leader offices will be closed Friday,
March 29, for the 2024 Easter holiday. Offices
will reopen Monday, April 1, at 9 a.m. Poten-
tial news stories may be emailed to mynews @
southbeltleader.com.

Clear Brook City MUD

The offices of Clear Brook City Municipal
Utility District will be closed Friday, March
29, in observance of the Easter holiday. They
will reopen Monday, April 1, at 8 a.m. For
customer convenience, check or money order
payments may be left in the drop box located
on the drive-thru side of the building. No cash
will be accepted in the drop box.

Clear Brook City MUD residents whose
trash service pickup falls on Friday will have
service Good Friday, March 29. All trash
should be at curbside no later than 6 a.m. Res-
idents missing this trash pickup date will be
serviced Tuesday, April 2. MUD Residents
with Monday/Thursday service will not be af-
fected.

Confetti eggs prohibited

Clear Brook City MUD reminds residents
that confetti eggs are prohibited within the
district. While the eggs are a fun tradition for
many, they are harmful to pets and area wild-
life. Cooperation from MUD residents is ap-
preciated by district officials.

Sagemont meeting rescheduled

Due to scheduling conflicts, the Sagemont
Civic Club’s April meeting, originally sched-
uled for April 2, has been rescheduled for 4:30
p-m. Monday, April 1, at The Gardens, located
at 12001 Beamer at Hughes Road. While this
month’s meeting will focus on the upcoming
April 6 South Belt Cleanup, residents are wel-
come to address other Civic Club concerns.
Tuesday meetings will resume next month.

Coffee with the Constable

Harris County Pct. 2 Constable Jerry Gar-
cia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, from
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each Thursday as part of the
weekly Coffee with the Constable series. The
next event will be Thursday, March 28, with an-
other event happening the following Thursday,
April 4. For information, call Sagemont Civic
Club President Kay Barbour, 713-419-3545.

New Covenant feeds needy

New Covenant Christian Church, 10603
Blackhawk, distributes food the second and
fourth Saturday monthly from noon to 1 p.m.
or until supplies run out. The purpose is to pro-
vide food for community people in need. The
next event is April 13. For more information,
call 281-484-4230.

Gulf Freeway closures set

At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from SH 96/
Calder/Brittany Bay Boulevard to FM 519/
Main Street daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until fur-
ther notice.

The U-turn lane on the northbound Gulf
Freeway frontage road (north to south) at
FM-519/Main Street in La Marque will be
closed until further notice.

The U-turn lane on the southbound Gulf
Freeway frontage road (south to north) at
FM-519/Main Street in La Marque will be
closed until further notice.

The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway
from three to five lanes in each direction and
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in
each direction.

Local COVID cases reported

The number of reported COVID-19 cases in
the South Belt community remains roughly on
par with the previous week, according to Harris
County health officials.

As of Tuesday, March 25, there were 267
active cases in 77089, up one from the previ-
ous week. To date, 136 from the ZIP code have
died from the disease. (Harris County reported
137 deaths the previous week.)

In ZIP code 77075, there were six active cas-
es, down six from the previous week. To date,
there have been 84 deaths in the ZIP code, up
one from the previous week.

In 77034, there were six active cases, down
five from the previous week. To date, 92 resi-
dents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the
disease. (Harris County reported 93 deaths the
previous week.)

Statistics are updated daily and include
numbers from within the Houston city limits
and throughout Harris County. To view an in-
teractive map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arc
gis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

Beltway 8 closures planned

At least one northbound frontage road lane
on Beltway 8 will be closed from Fairmont
Parkway to Spencer Highway continuously un-
til further notice. No detour will be needed but
drivers should expect delays.

At least one southbound frontage road lane
on Beltway 8 will be closed from SH 225 to
Pasadena Boulevard continuously until further
notice. No detour will be needed but drivers
should expect delays.

The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to
four lanes in each direction.

Harris County constable program under fire

Reporting on controversial topic called into question by critics

A recent series published by the Houston
Chronicle about the Harris County constable
program has gained widespread attention from
critics who accuse the local newspaper of hav-
ing a political agenda and doing the bidding for a
certain faction of the Democratic Party.

The lengthy eight-part series — approximately

25,000 words written by at least three reporters
— suggests the constables and their departments
have grown in power and revenue but rarely in-
vestigate major crimes and are somehow shield-
ed from legal action unlike their counterparts in
the Houston Police Department and the Harris
County Sherift’s Office.

CONSTABLE JERRY GARGIA
HARRIS COUNTY PRE: &

to-day operations.

Pct. 2’s Kritzler promoted

GONSTABLE JERAY GAACIA
HARRIS COUWTY PRECNCT 2

Pictured at the March 25 ceremony (left to right) are Capt. Zerick Guinn, Capt. Marcus
Anderson, Mario Leal ( who was promoted from lieutenant to captain), Mike Kritzler
(who was promoted from captain to assistant chief) and Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Gar-
cia. Kritzler will be second in command to Garcia and will oversee the department’s day-
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Charter school thefts lead to charges

Investigation leads to drugs, weapons charges

An investigation into two recent thefts from
the construction site of a charter school in River-
stone Ranch led to mul-
tiple felony charges, ac-
cording to officials with
Harris County Precinct 2
Constable Jerry Garcia’s
office.

On both Feb. 2 and |
Feb. 21, Precinct 2 dep- |
uties responded to thefts
at the future Elite Col-
lege Prep Academy in
the 9800 block of Riv-
erstone Ranch Drive.
These two thefts in- Alberto Tovar
volved expensive construction equipment, val-
ued at more than $100,000.

The case was handed over to the Precinct 2
Special Operations Unit, and with the help of
surveillance footage from local businesses, in-
vestigators were able to track the suspects to a
residence in the Clinton Park neighborhood lo-
cated in the northeast portion of the precinct.

With assistance from the Houston Police De-
partment Auto Theft and Precinct 8 constable’s
office, deputies with the Precinct 2 Special Op-
erations Unit executed a search warrant on the
residence Thursday, March 7.

During this search, four stolen vehicles, a sto-

len Polaris all-terrain vehicle and a stolen trail-
er — totaling approximately $200,000 in value —
were all recovered from
the residence. In addi-
tion, numerous illegal
weapons (handguns and
rifles) were located at |/
the residence along with
narcotics in the form of
marijuana and counter- |I*
feit Adderall.

Alberto Tovar, 31,
was arrested and charged
with felony possession
of a controlled substance
with intent to deliver, a
felon in possession of a firearm and felony theft.
Brittany Garza, 29, was charged with felony pos-
session of a controlled substance with intent to
deliver.

Precinct 2 officials said the investigation is
ongoing.

Construction of the campus has been a contro-
versial topic for years, as work has been halted
numerous times, leaving behind what neighbors
describe as an eyesore. The campus has also been
the target of multiple civil and criminal cases.

Work has recently resumed on the charter
school. At press time, however, its future plans
were unclear.

Brittany Garza

Voter registration deadline approaches
Clear Creek ISD, county, MUDs to hold elections

Residents have until Thursday, April 4, to reg-
ister to vote in the upcoming May 4 elections.

Contests include a Clear Creek ISD board
election, as well as multiple MUD board elec-
tions.

Voters will also decide who will sit on a newly
created board of directors to oversee the Harris
County Appraisal District. Scarcely reported on
in the media, formation of the three-person board
was approved by voters in a minor down-ballot
November election.

To be eligible to vote in Texas, residents must
meet the following criteria:

— Must be a citizen of the United States.

— Must be a resident of the county in which
the application for registration is made.

— Must be at least 18 years old.

— Must not be convicted of a felony, or if a
convicted felon, one must have fully discharged
their punishment, including any incarceration,
parole, supervision, period of probation or be
pardoned.

— Must have not been declared mentally in-
competent by final judgment of a court of law.

Potential voters in Texas may register by mail
or in person at any Harris County tax office. To

register, one must first fill out an application.
These are available online from the Texas Sec-
retary of State at votetexas.gov or at any county
tax office, Texas Department of Public Safety lo-
cation or U.S. Post Office branch.

The completed applications are to be returned
to any county tax office at least 30 days prior to
the election, or they may be mailed to the follow-
ing address:

Ann Harris Bennett

Tax Assessor-Collector & Voter Registrar

P.O. Box 3527

Houston, TX 77253-3527

For additional information on registering to
vote in Harris County or to see a list of local tax
offices, visit www.hctax.net/Voter/Registration.

In the Clear Creek ISD election, District 4 in-
cumbent Jeff Larson is being challenged by Al-
bert Wittliff.

District 5 incumbent Jay Cunningham and At-
Large Position A incumbent Jonathan Cottrell
are both running unopposed.

The Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce
will host a candidate forum from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 11, at Nassau Bay City Hall,

Continued on Page 2

“Constables in Harris County under scrutiny
this week in an exhaustive ... some would say
‘hostile’ series ... published by the increasing-
ly and overtly activist daily newspaper here in
Houston,” said Fox 26 host Greg Groogan, who
devoted an entire segment of his What’s Your
Point? show on the subject. “Readers with no
personal experience or exposure could easily
conclude from the series that the constable’s pri-
mary role in Harris County is providing ‘securi-
ty’ patrols for neighborhoods prosperous enough
to pay for the service. I don’t want to be accused
of being cynical, but some could see this as lay-
ing the foundation for yet another stab at consta-
ble force reduction and consolidation.”

This point was reiterated by former Houston
Chronicle reporter Bill King.

“Frankly, I'm just sickened at what the Hous-
ton Chronicle has become. It is no longer an ob-
jective newspaper. It is a political agenda ma-
chine, said King, a guest on Groogan’s March 24
show. “This is absolutely another political agen-
da, just like getting rid of Kim Ogg.”

Houston attorney and conservative political
commentator Gary Polland also agreed, using
his time on the show to praise the existing con-
stable program.

“The response time in unincorporated areas
(of the county) is 5 minutes; the response time
in the City of Houston is whenever, if ever,” said
Polland, noting the crime rate in the unincorpo-
rated areas is one third that in the city. “This is
a political attack orchestrated by (Harris County
Precinct 1 Commissioner) Rodney Ellis in con-

junction with the Houston Chronicle because
he’s one of their fellow travelers.”

In addition to Ellis, the verbose Chronicle se-
ries also included numerous attributions to fel-
low Democratic commissioner Adrian Garcia,
who represents Harris County Precinct 2.

A former Harris County sheriff and Houston
Police Department officer, Garcia has been a vo-
cal opponent of the constable program for sever-
al years.

Last December, the commissioner proposed
an agenda item at Commissioners Court that
would have halted county contributions toward
local constable patrol contracts. The item was
later removed after being met with fierce opposi-
tion.

In 2020, Garcia proposed a study to evaluate
the efficiency of the county’s constable patrol
program. That. too, was dropped as an agenda
item after a crowd of 100+ community leaders
and law enforcement officers filled a standing
room only Commissioners Court in opposition.

At the time, all eight constables and current
Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez spoke out
against the plan.

“It’s part of the community policing DNA in
our Harris County law-enforcement communi-
ty,” said Gonzalez. “In no way should the con-
tract program ever go away.”

The local Precinct 2 constable patrol con-
tract has been in place with the Clear Brook City
MUD for approximately three decades, and dis-
trict officials praise its effectiveness and focus on

Continued on Page 2

Annual South Belt Cleanup nears
Approximately 250 volunteers expected to take part

The second annual South Belt Cleanup is set
to take place Saturday, April 6, beginning at 9
a.m. at Beverly Hills Intermediate, located at
11111 Beamer.

A collaboration between the Sagemont Civ-
ic Club and Knights of Columbus Council 9201,
organizers are expecting approximately 250 vol-
unteers to take part in this year’s event.

Volunteers will clean up from the Gulf Free-
way to Blackhawk, east to west, and from Fuqua
to FM 1959/Dixie Farm Road, north to south — an
area covering approximately 6.25-square miles.
Volunteers will not clean Dixie Farm Road out
of safety concerns.

Additional partners include the City of Hous-
ton, Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner

Adrian Garcia’s office, Pasadena ISD, Harris
County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s of-
fice and the South Belt-Ellington Leader, as well
as other elected officials, local businesses and or-
ganizations.

According to Sagemont Civic Club president
Kay Barbour, tax-deductible donations are being
sought to offset expenses.

Organizers are currently seeking volunteers.
All supplies will be provided and lunch will be
served by the Knights of Columbus following
the event. To sign up as a volunteer, visit forms.
gle/SSTINHIA2JfGGUts9.

For additional information on this year’s
South Belt Cleanup, visit www.facebook.com/
events/245260951983130.

PISD open enrollment underway

Program allows neighboring students to attend tuition-free

Pasadena ISD’s open enrollment is currently
underway, which allows students from neighbor-
ing areas out of district to attend local campuses.

“We empower students to choose an educa-
tional pathway that fits the learning styles of
each student,” said Pasadena ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. DeeAnn Powell. “This is our way of in-
creasing access to those opportunities. We want
to extend an invitation to all students across the
Greater Houston area to join Pasadena ISD.”

The program will allow out-of-district stu-
dents to attend Pasadena ISD schools tui-

tion-free.

Begun at the beginning of the 2017-2018
school year, the district’s Power of Choice cam-
paign was originally intended to be temporary
but was expanded after Pasadena ISD’s enroll-
ment significantly dropped following Hurricane
Harvey.

At the beginning of the 2017 school year, Pas-
adena ISD saw enrollment numbers hovering
above 56,000. After the storm, however, nearly
2,000 students were displaced or relocated due

Continued on Page 2

County hosts Easter egg hunt

Local Harris County ofﬁcnals on Saturday, March 23, held thelr annual Easter egg hunt at
El Franco Lee Park, providing fun for dozens of area families. Constable Jerry Garcia (back
row left) and Judge Jo Ann Delgado (back row center) served as hosts of the event and are
shown above with egg hunt winners Luke Pantoja, 4, (front row right) Luz Maria Tinajero, 7,
(front row center) and Frank Arthur, 3 (front row left). Also shown above back row is Susana

Castillo of Commissioner Adrian Garcia’s office.

Photo by Marie Flickinger
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In My Opinion

Valdez writes on fund-
raising for Knights

The Knights of Columbus Council 9201
with St. Luke the Evangelist Church locat-
ed at 11011 Hall Rd. would like to thank
the parishioners and the community for
your support for our just completed Lent-
en Fish Frys. It was a great success.

We have started a new project where
we plan to raise $100,000 to $200,000 to
help our Church’ Capital Campaign, by
building a 2,000 SF storage building. The
storage building will be used by all church
ministries at our future church’s location at
1750 Riverstone Ranch Dr., Pearland, TX
77089.

The KC’s are planning several differ-
ent fundraisers, such as: casino bus trip
to Naskila Casino on April 27, for a $30
donation you will receive a bus ride to the
casino and $25.

We will meet at the rear parking lot of
the church at 8 AM.

Then, Saturday May 18 at 6:30 PM in
the Social Hall of St. Luke the Evangelist
Church we will hold another Free Movie
Night with free snacks. Donations for our
building fund will gladly be accepted.

We plan to show a movie produced by
the Knights of Columbus “For The Great-
er Glory” about the history of the Catholic
Church during the 1920s and their fight
with the government to stay opened. To
enter this movie you must be 17 years
old and over, or with someone 18 years
or older.If you wish to donate now to our
Storage Building Fund, please make your
tax-deductible checks payable to St. Luke
the Evangelist Church and in the subject
line Please show for KC Storage Build-
ing Fund. Mail to St Luke the Evange-
list Church, 11011 Hall Rd., Houston TX
77089.

Thank you all for your continued sup-
port to all our events and to our Church,

May God Bless you all. Arthur Valdez,
Grand Knight Council 9201 361-739-5035

Elected officials share their words

Brian Babin: Remain in Canada Act

U.S. Congressman Brian Babin (TX-
36) issued the following statement on his
new bill, the Remain in Canada Act (H.R.
7739), which applies former President
Trump’s “Remain in Mexico” policy to the
U.S.-Canada border.

“Due to the current administration’s ac-
tions — complete negligence at best or,
more likely, an intentional mass-replace-
ment effort — America’s borders are being
overrun by millions of unvetted immigrants
from around the world,” said Babin. “A re-
cord number of illegal aliens have crossed
our southern AND northern borders — and
something must be done.

“According to the CBP’s own data, the
2023 Biden-Trudeau agreement on asy-
lum has failed to lower the number of en-
counters at the U.S.-Canada border. It's
also done nothing to prevent or combat
the Biden administration’s ridiculous pa-
role policies, allowing unchecked illegals
to pour into and across our country. Under

former President Trump, we had the most
secure borders seen in decades. Pres-
ident Trump’s ‘Remain in Mexico’ policy
worked to mitigate unlawful entry, secure
the southern border, and hold Mexico ac-
countable.

“My new bill, the Remain in Canada
Act, will implement the same policy at the
northern border. Instead of blindly allowing
parolees into our nation, my bill will add an
important tool to stop illegal immigration:
ensuring illegal entrants or asylum seek-
ers coming from Canada are not allowed
to freely roam our country and burden
American taxpayers.”

To view the bill text, visit https://babin.
house.gov/uploadedfiles/babin_rica_fi
nal_text.pdf.

To read Fox News’ exclusive on the
bill, visit https:/www.foxnews.com/poli
tics/house-gop-eyes-putting-trump-era-mi
grant-policy-place-northern-border-re
main-canada

PISD open enrollment underway

Continued from Page 1

to flood damage. As a result,
enrollment declined to roughly
54,000. Powell said the dis-
trict’s funding is largely depen-
dent on how many students are
in the classroom, and several
Pasadena campuses have space
to spare. “Our ADA (aver-
age daily attendance) drives
our funding, and some of our
schools have a lot of extra
room,” Powell said.

The district accepts as many
students as space will allow at
the elementary, middle and in-
termediate levels (kindergarten
through eighth grade).

The open enrollment period

has begun and will last as long
as space allows.

Students in Pasadena ISD’s
open enrollment program will
allow incoming students to
take advantage of the district’s
following programs:

— dual language

—advanced placement/Col-
lege Now-dual credit.

— Career and technical path-
ways.

— Early College high schools.

“For families who want to
find the best schools, the best
programs and the best edu-
cational experience for their
child, then Pasadena ISD is the
place be,” Powell said. “We are

putting education in the hands
of students.”

Incoming Pasadena ISD
students will need the follow-
ing documents:

— A copy of the student’s
final report card

— Attendance record from
student’s previous school

— Conduct and discipline
report

— If a student received Spe-
cial Ed services at their previ-
ous school, then the most recent
ARD document is required.
For information on enrollment,
call 713-740-0000 or visit
www l.pasadenaisd.org/par
ents-_students/enrollment.

Local library events set

In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays,
10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon — 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 — 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. — 5
p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.

Thursday, March 28, 10:30 — 11:30 a.m. Family story time.

Thursday, March 28, 3 — 4 p.m. Open Lap - computer class. Registration required.

Monday, April 1, 11 a.m. — noon. Open Lap - computer class. Registration required.

Tuesday, April 2, 4 — 5 p.m. Retro games. Registration required.

Wednesday, April 3, 6 — 7 p.m. Conversational living English lessons. Registration required.

Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop

The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources

The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for re-
search, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents with a
library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s What’s
Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a link for a tem-
porary card. Under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Resources for Kids accesses
a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. The archived sto-
rytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual
program is Craft. The library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 24/7
with a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-audiobooks,
streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Only electron-
ic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and check-out. HPL has a collec-
tion of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog for previously requested hold selection may
be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading e-book or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library

Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The
library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.

The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:

Thursday, March 28, 10 — 11:30 a.m. Conversation club.

Thursday, March 28, 2 — 4 p.m. Tech help.

Monday, April 1, 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. AARP Tax aid.

Monday, April 1, 4:30 — 5:15 p.m. Book buddies.

Tuesday, April 2, 1 — 2 p.m. Citizenship 101.

Wednesday, April 3, 4 — 5:30 p.m. Laser Cutter orientation.

Wednesday, April 3, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”

— After receiving notification that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.

— Have a library card number and PIN handy.

— A pickup time and instructions will be given.

— Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.

— Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verification.

Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. — 8 p.m.;
Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday, 1- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services

— Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.

— Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.

— Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.

— Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.

— Stream classic films, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.

— Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.

—Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.

Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital ma-
terials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/
services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.
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Voter registration deadline approaches

Continued from Page 1
1800 Space Park Drive,
Suite No. 200.

To view the District 4
election boundaries, visit
ccisd.net/elections/bound
aries.

For the latest updates on
the 2024 Clear Creek ISD
board of trustee election,
visit ccisd.net/elections.

Pasadena ISD will not
hold an election this cycle.

In the Clear Brook City
MUD election, candidate
Yen Rabe filed to challenge
incumbent Chris Clark, who
currently serves as secre-
tary.

Assistant Secretary Da-

vid Flickinger and Vice
President Chuck Tylka are
both running unopposed.

In the Sagemeadow
MUD election, candidates
Chuck Miracle and Rene

Benavides filed to chal-
lenge incumbents David
Montgomery and Glenn

Williams. Unlike the Clear
Brook City MUD, candi-
dates in the Sagemeadow
election don’t challenge a
specific incumbent, as the
two open positions will go
to the two candidates who
receive the most votes.
Montgomery  currently
serves as the district’s sec-
retary/treasurer, while Wil-

liams serves as assistant
secretary/treasurer.

There will be no Kirk-
mont MUD election, as Vice
President Lonnie Piquiet
and Assistant Vice President
Jean Ann Williams are run-
ning unopposed.

In the HCAD board elec-
tions, there ere three sepa-
rate contests.

Candidates in the Place 1
contest include Ramsey Isa
Ankar, Katherine Ballard
Blueford-Daniels, Era N.
Ford and William Reinhardt
Frazier.

Place 2 candidates in-
clude Jevon German, Jan-
ice W. Hines, Melissa Lou-

ise Noriega, Austin Ryan
Pooley and Kyle Anthony
Scott.

Competing for the Place
3 position are Oluwapelumi
Adebola Adeleke, James J.
Bill, Melody Genneane El-
lis, Mark V. Goloby, Amy
Ngo Lacy and longtime
South Belt resident Eric-
ka McCrutcheon, who also
serves as president of the
Kirkwood Civic Club.

Early voting will be-
gin Monday, April 22, and
continue through Tuesday,
April 30.

For more information on
the May 4 elections, visit
www.harrisvotes.org.

Weekly ballroom dance lessons offered

The public can attend a
weekly ballroom dance at
Hometown Heroes Park's ball-
room. This facility at 1001
East League City Parkway,
League City, has a floating
hardwood floor. This casual
dance is from 12:30 p.m. to 3
p-m. and includes everyone's
favorite rhythms.

These daytime hours, al-

low dancers to enjoy dancing
without the need for night driv-
ing and enables them to miss
heavy traffic.

This dance is offered as one
of League City Park System's
activities, and the volunteers
accept zero pay. Neva and Bill
Schroder have been responsi-
ble for providing this opportu-
nity since mid-January, 2013.

Attendance is strong and danc-
ers without partners are very
welcome to attend and share
partners.

This ballroom dance activi-
ty does not include lessons but
encourages all levels of ability,
or lack thereof, to join the fun.
The purpose of this activity is
to provide a free opportunity
for fun, physical activity and

Chamber changing of the guard

Chamber outgoing chair Ezreal Garia, right, is shown here with incoming chair
Nobel Alex Jr. at the recent South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce dinner
which featured Houston’s new mayor, John Whitmire.

Photo by Marie Flickinger

fellowship. Lessons are pro-
vided by the League City Park
System on Mondays from 1:30
to 3 p.m. in the same ballroom
taught by Jerry Sandford. Par-
ticipants are not charged for
either of these Monday lessons
or the Wednesday dances.

The League City Park Sys-
tem requires participants of
park activities to register for
an activity card. The activity
card price ranges from free for
League City seniors to differ-
ent prices for nonresident se-
niors and youth. For details on
the activity card, call the park
desk at 281-554-1180.

For information about
the Wednesday dance, email
neva@Iletsdanceballroom.org.

Constable
program
under fire

Continued from Page 1
community.

“We chose the constable
program because the man-
agement covers a relatively
small area and it has been
very responsive to our com-
munity’s safety and needs,” a
statement from Clear Brook
City MUD read. “The con-
tract officers work only our
small area and many of the
officers have been raised and/
or live in our community.
They have a stake in our area.
Local employment of these
officers results in great pro-
fessionalism, consideration
and response to our commu-
nity.”

T
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Shown during their visit with City of Houston Mayor John
‘Whitmire (second from right) are, left to right (front row)
Jim Tooey, Jim Bishop, Dean Baier (CBCMUD operations

CBCMUD visits Houston mayor, Whitmire

manager), (back row) David Flickinger, Chuck Tylka, Ce-
celia Ganje (CBCMUD general manager), Whitmire and
Chris Clark. Photo by Marie Flickinger

11}

annual dinner.

Dignitaries at dinner

Sageglen board member Sam Weeke (left) is shown
here with developer Billy Burge (center) and Mayor
John Whitmire at the South Belt-Ellington chamber

Free tour of Genoa Garden

A free tour of Genoa
Friendship Gardens, at 1210
Genoa Red Bluff Road, will
be offered Monday, April 15,
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. One can
tour a variety of plant ex-
hibits and meet with Harris
County Master Gardeners.

Learn how to get a spring

vegetable  garden  start-
ed and see how easy it is
to grow one’s own vegeta-
bles Friday, April 19, at 10
a.m. at Harris County Pre-
cinct 1, 9500 Hall Road.
The presentation is free
and open to the public. For
more information, visit hcm
ga.tamu.edu.

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian
based child care for the local community. Director
Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take
perfect care of your children while you work.

g 281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com
10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Death

James Winthor
Davis-Hebert

James Winthor Davis-He-

bert, 73, was born May 17,
1950, in Lake Charles, La.
and passed peacefully March
14, 2024, after a lengthy battle
with ILD-pulmonary fibrosis.
He was a longtime resident of
Kirkwood South and a mem-
ber of Sagemont Church.

James attended La Grange
High School and McNeese
State University in Lake
Charles.

He retired from ATOFINA
after 42 years. After retiring,
he worked part time for En-
terprise. The friendships he
made with those with whom
he worked remained until his
death.

James married Estella Val-
dez one month after they met
in 1980 their love story is
original. During their 43 years
together, they enjoyed many
outdoor adventures: hull flying
on the Nacra catamaran; fish-
ing in Galveston Bay on their
Wellcraft Fisherman; dove
hunting in rice fields around
Texas; golfing at some of the
most beautiful golf course re-
sorts in the Texas Hill Coun-
try and San Antonio area; and
shooting at the Pearland Gun
Club. But most of all, fun
memories were made travel-
ing the back roads of Texas on
their 2019 Harley touring bike
with family and friends.

James is preceded in death

by his parents Mabel Lee La-
Fleur and Joseph Harry He-
bert, Clarence Edward Davis;
brother Robert Davis; and sis-
ter JoNellwyn Davis Clifton.

He is survived by his
wife Estella Valdez Davis;
stepsons Christopher P. and
Shawn Michael Alldredge;
stepdaughter ~ Stephanie  E.
Alldredge Beal and husband
Robert; and grandchildren
Austin W. Vickers, Madelynn
E. Vickers, Vincente N. All-
dredge and fiancé Alissa Rob-
erts and Madison Beal. Before
his death, James met his new-
born great-grandson, John Al-
ister Alldredge.

James will miss his daily
phone conversation with his
sister Jackie A. Goodfellow
and husband David Friend of
Austin. He was an uncle to
Robby and Rachel Davis of
Austin, Jo Lee Clifton and
husband Steve Day, Merrell
Clifton and wife Jackie; and
many nephews and nieces in
Zavalla.

The family thanks the
Sagemont Church pastorial
volunteers, friends, neighbors,
the Southeast Volunteer Fire
Department medical crews;
TheraCare Home Health Care;
and also, the Harbor Hospice
(Kirby location) and the med-
ical professionals for their
compassion and skilled care.
James experienced dignity and
peace in his last moments.

A Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held at South Park
Funeral Home, 1310 N. Main
St., Pearland, on March 30 at
11 a.m. in the chapel. Details
are available on the funeral
home’s website.

In lieu of flowers, consid-
er a donation to the Pearland
Animal Shelter and Adoption
Center, 8311 Freedom Drive,
Pearland, in James’s name, or
a center of one’s choice.

“Praise be to the Lord, for
he has heard my cry for mer-
cy.” Psalm 28:6.

“I sought the Lord, and he
answered me and delivered me
from all my fears.” Psalm 34

SJC, LyondellBasell
are college finalists

San Jacinto College and
LyondellBasell are finalists
for the American Associa-
tion of Community Colleges
Award of Excellence in the
Outstanding College/Corpo-
rate Partnership category.

The American Associa-
tion of Community Colleges’
annual Awards of Excellence
underscore the association’s
priorities and bring national
visibility to promising prac-
tices among its member col-
leges. The college and Ly-
ondellBasell are among five
finalists in the Outstanding
College/Corporate  Partner-
ship category “We are hon-
ored to share this recogni-
tion with LyondellBasell,”
said Dr. Brenda Hellyer,
chancellor, San Jacinto Col-
lege. “Our partnership is a
testament to the dedication
of LyondellBasell and the
College to provide a skilled
and trained workforce for
the petrochemical industry.
I thank them for their con-
tinued support and all they
do for our students and staff,
and appreciate the AACC for
naming us as a finalist for the
Award of Excellence.”

In 2019, with the grand
opening of the Center for
Petrochemical, Energy, &
Technology (CPET), it was
announced that Lyondell-
Basell was the facility’s
naming rights partner, hon-
oring the company’s gener-
ous $5 million donation and
its support in developing the
program curriculum. Sever-
al LyondellBasell employ-
ees serve on the college’s
Curriculum Advisory com-
mittees, driving curriculum
to stay not only current, but
looking ahead to what is

on the horizon for industry
training.

LyondellBasell supports
San Jacinto College instru-
mentation and process tech-
nology program by award-
ing a $2,500 scholarship
each year to 10 students.
Since 2020, the company
has awarded scholarships
to 50 San Jacinto College
students. LyondellBasell’s
support of San Jacinto Col-
lege students also includes
monthly lunch and learns,
plant tours, virtual interview
trainings, and resume work-
shops. The company also
created a scaled model glass
distillation lab at the train-
ing facility, exclusively de-
signed and built by a team of
LyondellBasell employees.

In addition to monetary
support, LyondellBasell fre-
quently holds events at the
College that benefit the en-
tire community. The compa-
ny held a massive tree give-
away for East Harris County
residents while also planting
trees on the San Jacinto Col-
lege campuses. They held a
computer giveaway for hun-
dreds of residents and have
continued to support the an-
nual Mindtrekkers Adven-
tures in STEM Festival, and
provide support to the Ener-
gy Venture Summer Camp,
events which introduce stu-
dents to the energy fields as
early as the sixth grade.

Award of Excellence
winners will be announced
at the Awards of Excellence
Gala on April 8 during the
AACC Annual Conference
in Louisville, Ky. For a com-
plete list of AACC Award of
Excellence finalists, visit the
AACC website.

Leader obituary policy
Obituaries submitted to the Leader
are published free of charge. There

must be a South Belt
connection.
Obituaries are edited
to the Leader style.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church
Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Sunday
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
Tuesday & Thursday
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.
Parish Office: 281-481-6816
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251
Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862

All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord
in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

5:30 p.m.

8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*

1 p.m. Misa en Espafiol*
9 a.m.

7 p.m.
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THERE'S A

BETTER APPROACH

TO CANCER CARE in Clear Lake

At Houston Methodist Neal Cancer Center, we treat every
aspect of your cancer. Leading oncologists work with our

specialists across disciplines to minimize cancer’s effects Hillogrreox
on major organs. One comprehensive team — dedicated
to your individual care — uses the latest research,

@ The Woodlands

Katy-West Houston

treatments and technology to stop your cancer. From @ o
infusion and clinical trials to surgery and reconstruction, Baytown
our innovative care is available in Clear Lake. ® o SicalCaher
That’s the difference between practicing medicine ° Clear Lake
and leading it. Sugar Land ®
HOUSTON

Methalist

NEAL CANCER CENTER

281.333.8899
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-clearlake
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The Clear Creek Education Foundation seeks nominees

The Clear Creek Educa-
tion Foundation is seeking-
nominees for annual awards-
The deadline for submitting
nominations is May 1, 2024.

Nominations are being
accepted for annual awards
for the 2024 Citizen of the
Year, George B. Carlisle
Distinguished Service, Dis-
tinguished CCISD Alumni,
Valor Award and the Den-
nis Johnson Memorial Small
Business Award. Recipients
are selected by the Clear
Creek Education Foundation.

The Citizen of the Year
Award is given each year to
honor an outstanding com-
munity member for their sup-
port of CCISD programs and
activities. The nominee must
have demonstrated a com-
mitment to CCISD through
volunteer efforts; contribut-
ed significantly in ways that
have benefited the entirety of
CCISD; maintained a reputa-
tion across the CCISD com-
munity as an individual with
high standards and dedication
to excellence in public educa-
tion and voluntarily served
the district and its students
and patrons over an extended
period of time.

The George B. Carlisle
Distinguished Service Award
is the highest award the foun-
dation gives to a community
member. The nominee must
have made exceptional con-
tributions that have benefited
the Clear Creek Independent
School District; is widely

known as a community lead-
er dedicated to excellence in
education; exemplifies public
service; and has served the
district, the students and pa-
trons over an extended period
of time.

The Distinguished Alum-
ni Award is presented to a
CCISD graduate who has ex-
celled in their chosen profes-
sion and has made a signifi-
cant contribution to his/her
community. One grad from
each CCISD high school can
be honored annually.

The Valor Award is
awarded to an individual, liv-
ing or deceased, that through
their actions has demonstrat-
ed unselfish dedication to
protect others; and has sac-
rificed for the well-being of
others. The nominee must
have made exceptional con-
tributions that have benefited
the Clear Creek Independent
School District, is widely
known as a community lead-
er dedicated to excellence
in education, and has served
the district, the students and
families for a lengthy period
of time. This award can be
awarded posthumously.

The Dennis Johnson
Memorial Small Business
Award, created in 2013, is the
award the Clear Creek Edu-
cation Foundation awards to
a small business or franchise
in recognition of its owner’s
exceptional contributions
that have benefited the Clear
Creek Independent School

District. Nominees should be
widely known as a communi-
ty leader dedicated to excel-
lence in education and should
have served the district, the
students and families for a
lengthy amount of time.

Last year recipients in-
cluded Jill Reason who was
selected for the George B.
Carlisle Distinguished Ser-
vice Award.

The distinguished Alum-
ni Award was presented to
individuals who are CCISD
alumni and are now accom-
plished professionals who
support their community:
Brian Freedman, Clear Lake
High School, 2000; Dr. Jere-
my Holzabach, Clear Brook
High School, 2002; Con-
nor Tomkies, Clear Springs
High School, 2011; and Ross
Wycoff, Clear Creek High
School, 2003.

Misty Ryan received the
Valor Award and Carl Join-
er was selected for the Den-
nis Johnson Memorial Small
Business Award. The 2023
CCISD Citizen of the Year
was Dr. Laura Dupont.

Nomination forms may
be found on the Education
Foundation website www.
ClearCreekEducationFoun
dation.org. Nominations
may be mailed to the Clear
Education Foundation, P.O.
Box 1631, League City, TX
77574 or emailed to CCEF at
CCEF@ccisd.net.

Awards will be presented
at the Education Foundation

Keels-Wheels calls for exhibitors
of classic automobiles, boats

Keels-Wheels is current-
ly considering registration
applications from owners of
classic or exotic automobiles
and wooden or glass boats
for the 28th Annual Con-
course d’Elegance to be held
at Lakewood Yacht Club in
Seabrook. This year’s event
will be Saturday, May , and
Sunday, May 5.

If one has an entry that
could qualify for this event
and would like to submit
the vehicle or watercraft for
review, visit www.keels-
wheels.com and select Be-
come an Entrant. The regis-
tration fee is $75 per entry.
After an application is sub-
mitted, the Keels-Wheels
committee will notify exhib-
itors of acceptance via email.
Prospective registrations will
be accepted until March 25.

The website has more in-
formation such as participat-
ing hotels for out-of-town

exhibitors. One may call 713-
521-0105 with questions.

Other dates of importance
for the show are the follow-
ing:

—Friday, May 3, exhibi-
tors check in and sponsors
set up.

—Saturday, May 4, judg-
ing begins at 9 a.m., gates
open to the public at 10 a.m.
with boat awards at 2 p.m.

—Sunday, May 5, gates
open to the public at 9 a.m.
with car awards at 2 p.m. and
the show closes at 4 p.m.

This year Keels-Wheels
will be honoring 60 years of
Mustangs, 60 years of Donz-
ies, and Restomods “The
Ride Reimagined.” As usual
the Keels-Wheels event will
have a variety of hot rods,
race cars, unique vehicles,
trucks and motorcycles as
well as vintage watercraft.
Keels-Wheels is the largest
gathering of classic automo-

biles and vintage boats in
the nation. Lakewood’s kept
grounds and 100-year-old
oak trees make a backdrop
for displaying the hundreds
of vintage cars.

The large inner harbor and
marina is the place to show
off the wooden boats and
other watercraft restored to
pristine condition. Boats on
trailers can also be accom-
modated.

Being an exhibitor at
Keels-Wheels can be a fun
and rewarding experience.
It’s an opportunity to meet
and socialize with others
who share an interest in the
hobby of restoring and pre-
serving the wonderful engi-
neering achievements of a
time gone by. Many of the
entries come back year after
year. If one wants to partic-
ipate, call 713-521-0105 or
go to info@keels-wheels.
com.

Annual Awards Dinner on
Saturday, August 24 at the
Lone Star Flight Museum.
Established in 1992, the
Clear Creek Education Foun-
dation is a 501(c)(3) organi-
zation located in League City.
Comprised of volunteers con-
sidered to have a passion for

excellence, the Foundation
raises funds to enrich aca-
demic achievement within
(CCISD). While the founda-
tion operates independent-
ly of the school district, it
is aligned and collaborates
closely with CCISD to pro-
mote excellence in education.

AARP plans meeting

AARP  Webster Area
Chapter 199 invites seniors
to attend the 10 a.m. meet-
ing, Thurs., April 11, at the
Bay Area Community Cen-
ter, 5002 E. NASA Parkway
The meeting is in the build-
ing with the blue roof inside
Clear Lake Park on the north
side of NASA Parkway.

All are invited to come to
the meetings to enjoy coffee,
cookies and fellowship at 9:30
a.m. before the meeting starts
at 10 a.m.

Each month features en-
tertainment or a speaker on \
topics of interest to seniors,
followed by a social activity.

Thur., April 11 the speaker
will be Dr. Hani Jneid, Chair-
man of Cardiovascular Ser-
vices at UTMB. There will be
no social event in April so he
will have additional time to
show informational slides and
to have an extended question
and answer session.

UTMB will be doing blood
pressure screenings and have
product giveaways.

This AARP Chapter orga-
nizes day trips for the AARP
Chapter 199 members by bus
to local area points of interest
at minimal cost.

The next bus trip will be
April 24. The group will tour
the Neches River in Beau-
mont on the "Ivory Bill" boat.
Lunch will be at Golden Cor-
ral. The maximum number of

CCART meets
on April 9

The Clear Creek Associa-
tion of Retired Teachers will
meet April 9 at the Bay Area
Community Center, 5002
NASA Parkway.

The speaker, local author
James Kingsmill, will discuss
his book, “At the Top of the
Lighthouse.” There will be a
book sale with proceeds go-
ing to the Children’s Book
Project. The gathering starts
at 9:30 a.m. with a social for
coffee and cookies. The busi-
ness meeting begins at 10
a.m.

All Texas retired school
employees from the area are
invited. Annual dues are $50.

members for this trip is 32.
One may register for this trip
at the April 11 AARP meet-
ing. One must be a member of
the local chapter to participate
in the bus trips.

If those interested in join-
ing the AARP Chapter 199,
annual dues are $8 per year
per person. However, one
must be a member of national
AARP and show their current
national membership card to
join any local chapter. AARP
Chapters are separately incor-
porated affiliates of AARP.
For information, contact
President Veronica Stanford,
409-256-1195, or veronica_st
frd46 @yahoo.com.

Singles 55+
hold meetings

New Directions Singles
Social Group is a singles
group for those ages 55+.
Meetings are the first and
third Monday held in the
community room at Maple-
wood Crossing 600 Hobbs
Road, League City. There
will be a potluck dinner and
may include group activities.
For information, call Jill
Macomber at 646-489-4367.
See Facebook page: New
Directions  Singles Social
Group.

Aglow meets

NASA Aglow Lighthouse
will welcome Desiree Dantas
to minister at the Thursday,
April 11, meeting at Praise
Chapel, 18516 Highway 3, at
10 am.

Desiree is originally from
Brazil and will be sharing her
visitation encounter with the
Lord through which she was
anointed by the Lord to oper-
ate in a deliverance and pro-
phetic ministry. Desiree is an
author and does Facebook vid-
eos weekly titled “She, Jesus
and Coffee” to encourage the
body of Christ and teaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ without
comprise.

All are invited to attend and
to bring a friend and be bless-
ed. There is a nursery for child
care provided at each meeting.

Remember When

45 years ago (1979)

In excess of $100,000
worth of damage was done to
Frazier Elementary School
on Hughes Road in a fire,
which was ruled arson. A
pipe breaking during the fire
caused the entire school to be
flooded with approximately
three to five inches of water.

The South Belt Leader
office formally opened at
12007 Beamer Road.

40 years ago (1984)

Two left-turn signal boxes
on Fuqua and Beamer were
confusing drivers. Some city
traffic officials said two lanes
could turn, while others re-
ported only one lane could
turn. Police reportedly gave
tickets to those turning from
the middle lane.

A husband and wife in
Scarsdale were charged with
possession of a controlled
substance after being arrest-
ed by Houston police.

Having a constable pa-
trol the unincorporated sec-
tions of the South Belt area
resulted in the confiscation
of $7,000 in stolen property
during the first three weeks.

35 years ago (1989)

With more than 730 con-
cerned parents and teachers
looking on, Clear Creek ISD
board members answered the

question of Weber sixth-grad-
ers attending  Webster
Intermediate by rejecting
proposed  administration
solutions and leaving the sit-
uation at status quo.

An aggravated robbery
and an attempted capital
murder left one man wound-
ed in the foot following a
holdup and shootout at the
Texaco station at Fuqua and
Sabo.

30 years ago (1994)

Dobie graduate C. Mark
Chassay, M.D., was one of
50 young medical profes-
sionals to receive the
American Medical Assoc-
iation/Glaxo Achievement
Award and a $900 grant to
attend educational sessions
at the AMA National
Leadership Conference in
San Francisco.

Part of Beamer Road and
Scarsdale would be blocked
off for the Saturday morning
fun run held at San Jacinto
College South and sponsored
by the South Belt-Ellington
Chamber of Commerce.

25 years ago (1999)

The South Belt-Ellington
Leader, in an attempt to catch
up with modern technology,
established an email address
for news submissions.

Atkinson Elementary

School was recognized as a
Title I Distinguished School
at the Association for Com-
pensatory Educators of Tex-
as’ spring workshop.

20 years ago (2004)

Senior Department of
Defense officials agreed in
principle to a plan offered
by Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchi-
son, R-Texas, to move 2,300
Army, Navy and Marine
Corps Reserve troops from
the Old Spanish Trail Re-
serve Center to Ellington
Field, creating a Joint Re-
serve Base that would allow
the military to operate more
efficiently and better utilize
the base.

Eight South Belt elemen-
tary schools in the Pasadena
Independent School District
scored 90 or better on the
third-grade reading section
of the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Academic
Skills test.

15 years ago (2009)

Capt. Michael Mayfield, a
former longtime Sagemead-
ow resident, was injured
when two Houston Fire De-
partment trucks collided at
Dunlavy and Westheimer
while responding to a call.
Mayfield broke his femur
in two spots, broke multiple
ribs and suffered other mi-

nor injuries. He had a plate
implanted in his wrist and
screws installed in his elbow.
Ten others were injured in
the collision, including eight
firefighters.

The Catholic Community
of St. Luke the Evangelist
held a celebratory blessing of
its land on Riverstone Ranch
Road that would house its
future church. The move was
necessary because the area
church had outgrown its lo-
cation on Hall Road.

10 years ago (2014)

A Whataburger employee
was taken to the hospital
after getting cut by an attack-
er at the fast-food restaurant
in the 11000 block of Fuqua
at Park Fuqua near Sabo. The
incident took place shortly
after 3 a.m. when a masked
man entered the establish-
ment. While the suspect
reportedly didn’t make any
specific demands, he got into
a physical altercation with
the employee. During the
brawl, the suspect produced
a knife and slashed the
employee’s hand. The
employee was transported to
the hospital and treated for
his wounds. No immediate
arrests were made.

5 years ago (2019)

Two armed robberies took

place in a two-day period,
as residents were outside
their own homes. The first
incident occurred Saturday,
March 23, in the 9400 block
of Tree Bridge near Black-
hawk, while the second oc-
curred the following day on
Sunday, March 24, in the
11900 block of Sagecliff.
Police did not believe the
two incidents were related.
No immediate arrests were
made.
1 year ago (2023)

As part of its ongoing
improvement efforts to the
Clear Creek watershed, Har-
ris County Flood Control
District announced that con-
struction on the final phase,
Phase 3, of the South Belt
Stormwater Detention Basin
was substantially complete.

A controversial company
reportedly under consider-
ation to operate the city’s
Southeast Water Purification
Plant has been terminated
from an existing contract to
operate a similar facility in
Kingwood.

Houston police are inves-
tigating the fatal stabbing of
a man that took place around
8:45 p.m. Monday, March
20, in the 16300 block of El
Camino Real near El Dorado
Boulevard.
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JUDY CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY

Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent
March 30 from friends and the Leader staff to

Judy Harrison, longtime South Belt area resi-

dent.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CLINT!

Mackenzie Watson celebrates a birthday
March 28.

Best wishes for a wonderful birthday are

sent to former Precinct 2 Officer Clint Brown
who celebrates a birthday Monday, April 1,

from friends and the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
The following personnel and staff of the
Pasadena Independent School District cele-

brate birthdays March 28 through April 3.

Atkinson Elementary

Special birthday greetings are sent to

Melissa Chapman April 2.

Genoa Elementary

April 1.

Birthday wishes go out to Livinia Johnson

April 2.

Hancock Elementary
The day for a celebration for Diamond

Buckley is March 31.

Meador Elementary
Blow out the candles March 29 on a birth-
day cake for Cecelia Stewart.

Birthday wishes are sent to Maria Martinez
on March 28. Warm birthday greetings are
sent to Clarence McNeill for his birthday April

Moore Elementary

Birthday wishes go out to Leydi Bonilla
March 28.

South Belt Elementary

Stuchbery Elementary

Remember to wish Laurie Chmarney a
wonderful birthday April 3.
Fred Roberts Middle School

Maribel Delafuente enjoys a special birth-
day March 31. Happy birthday wishes go out
to Noah Boldt April 1.

Melillo Middle School

Lola Martinez enjoys a birthday March 31.
Beverly Hills Intermediate
Brandon Bryant celebrates a birthday

Dobie High

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
Thursday, March 28: Moses Mondragon,
Jennifer Blake and Zina Corpus; Friday,

March 29: Melissa Oliviea, Marquice Scott,

Adam Stringer,

Mary Wilms, Veronica

Rivera and Bobby Rodriguez; Saturday,
March 30: Marilynn Kiel, John Berlitz,

Gina Escobar, Michelle Matzahn, Walter

Luna and Kristin Baxter; Sunday, March 31:
Sabita Harnamji, Beth McDonald, Marsha

Flournoy, Ami

Havivy, Sabine Jones,

Eric Schwab, Gilbert Marlowe, Cheryl

Padora, Eliza Gillock, Gloria Bustamante
and Sandy Cline; Monday, April 1: Sharon
Lay, Carol Baccaro, Charlie Heaton and
Natasha Logan;

Tuesday, April 2: Raven

Brooks, Minerva Segovia, Stephen Hooper,

Mona Valerio, Suzette Corona, Yvette

Cheatwood, Cathy White, Edward Gish

and Lisa Bourque; and Wednesday, April 3:

Erika Saavedra, Lillian Lee, Aimee Salazar-
Arroyo, Maria Keim and Sharon Rhoads.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
Email announcements of anniversaries,
vacations, and graduations to mynews @ south

beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line

by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.
For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends Celebrate
Birthdays” in the subject line.

Brad Paisley surprises Abigail Koplin

Local resident and
Dobie student Abi-
gail Koplin was all
smiles as she got a
surprise visit while
at the Houston
Livestock Show
and Rodeo. Coun-
try music singer
Brad Paisley ap-
proached her as
he was working
the east side of the
NRG Stadium and
started to sing to
her. He reached
out to her and got
a hug. Abigail is
the daughter of
South Belt resi-
dents Scott and
Stacie Koplin.

"PASADENA
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Dr. DeeAnn Powell (left), superintendent of PISD, con-
gradulates students from Laura Bush Elementary on

their winning science fair projects. Shown above with
Powell, (left to right) are fourth-graders Santiago Gar-
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PASADENA
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za, Adriel Velazquez and Mario Moreni lll; third-grad-
ers Benjamin Varner and Anthony Contreras and Tori

Lopez, deputy superintendent of staff and academic
achievement.

Time to clean out your garage and closets!
Durham Park Community Garage Sale
Saturday, April 6, 2024, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Rain or Shine
PLEASE DO NOT BLOCK THE SIDEWALK WITH YOUR ITEMS
POR FAVOR NO BLOQUEE LA ACERA CON SUS ARTICULOS

GAEJ.GE f.l.?

YT SAT, APRIL 13

S8AM - 2PM
Blackhawk HOA Community Wide

GARAGE SALE!

Neighborhood located at the corner of

Blackhawk and Astoria
Multi-Family, electronics, furniture, baby items,
clothes, household items and much more!
Rain Date is April 20th.

Pastor Roy Love

Nathan Rocha

Pastor Love will be preaching a spe-
cial Easter message with amazing |
worship with Pastor Nathan Rocha
and Bill & Renee Morris

)]

Renee & Bill Morris

Family Easter picture.

Easter basket for each kid.
Rides and games for the kids

Saturday,

March 30th

6:00 p.m.

with Pastor John Morgan

Sunday, March 31st

7:00 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m. Servicio en Espafol, Pastor
Nathan Rocha y un concierto con in-
vitado especial Alex Rodriguez

6:00 p.m.

Alex Rodriguez

Praise Chapel

18516 HWY 3, Webster, 77598
PraiseChapelHouston.com
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

The Dobie varsity boys’ and girls’ soccer teams
went up against Summer Creek in bidistrict round of
the playoffs March 26 at Turner Stadium in Humble.
The first match featured the 22-6A co-champion Do-
bie girls, who set a single-season record for wins with
18. Meanwhile, the Dobie varsity boys’ team won a
10th straight 22-6A championship this season prior to

Dobie soccer teams take on Summer Creek Bulldogs

the start of the playoffs.

The Dobie boys shut out Summer Creek 3-0 and
will meet Alief Elsik in the area round. Meanwhile,
the Summer Creek girls defeated Dobie 4-0, ending
the locals’ season at 18-4-3. The Leader will post up-
dated boys’ playoff details to its Facebook page as

they become available.

Dobie’s Rackley earns 400th career win

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

Dobie varsity softball
head coach Robin Rack-
ley achieved yet another
career milestone March 20
as her team defeated Ray-
burn 11-1 in five innings
at the Pasadena ISD Com-
plex.

The win, No. 400 in
Rackley’s career, allowed
the Longhorns to improve
to 4-1 in District 22-6A
play.

A subsequent 16-0
win over South Houston
March 22 pushed Dobie
to 5-1 in the first half with
a rematch coming March
28 against first-place Deer
Park, also at the Pasadena
ISD Complex.

Rackley no doubt is
always most concerned
about her team’s achieve-
ments from year to year,
with both the team and in-
dividual accomplishments
of her players the primary
focus of the longtime head
coach.

At right, Dobie var-
sity  softball head
coach Robin Rackley
reached 400 career
wins as her team de-
feated Rayburn 11-1
March 19 at the Pasa-
dena ISD Complex.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Still, it’s important to An All-District and onship squad, she joined Athletics Hall of Fame in

2022.
Continued on Page 6

honor the achievements of All-State catcher for the her teammates as induct-
Rackley, a true Dobie lifer.

1993 Dobie state champi- ees into the Pasadena ISD

Junior Leslie Sarduy (1), a three-year starter at second base, is now a veteran
on a Dobie varsity softball team that includes just four seniors. Through the
first half of district play, Dobie went 5-1 and was 13-10 overall.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf cals roll toward no worse

Wolverines eye district track finals

Consider the Clear
Brook varsity track and
field teams ready for the
District 24-6A Champion-
ships after the Wolverine
boys ended the regular
season with a great show-
ing at Clear Springs’ Char-
ger Relays March 22.

Despite not competing
at full strength in all of
the events, the Wolverines
used 36 points in the re-
lays to pave the way to a

second-place team total of

112.

Host Clear Springs led
the way with 153 points
to take top honors, while
the other Clear Creek ISD
programs were in close
proximity.

The Wolverines were
first to the tape in the
4x100 relay in a time of
41.73 seconds as the four-
some included Thurston
Roberson Jr., Jaylon Ow-
ens, Joshua Akinola and
Joshua Shelton.

In the 4x200, Thurston
and Shelton teamed with
Malik Merrick and Thom-
as Daugherty for second
place and a time of 1 min-
ute, 32.68 seconds.

Senior Joseph Trevino
was the gold medalist in
the 3,200 at 10:07.60, and
Trevino was in at 4:36.23
for third place in the 1600.
A time of 39.72 was good
for Thomas Erskine to win
the 100 hurdles, while
teammate Phong Le was
third at 43.52.

Darwin  Bolden II
championed the discus
with a throw of 143 feet 6
1/2 inches, with teammate

Camdyn Barnett second
for the silver medal at a
distance of 134-2.
Teammates Cedric
Barnes and Akinola both
went 21-9 in the long
jump, with Barnes tak-
ing second and Akinola
then third. Clear Brook’s

Ja’Dein Carter went 20-7
1/2 for fifth place.

In the 200, Brook’s
Shelton was second for a
silver medal in a time of
21.87.

In the varsity girls’ di-
vision, Clear Brook post-
ed 117 points for second

Longhorn softball wins five stralght
ahead of rematch against Deer Park

Heading into a rematch
with Deer Park that will
decide the District 22-6A
championship, the Dobie
varsity softball team was
riding a five-game win-
ning streak and aiming to
build momentum for the

postseason.
Dobie head coach
Robin Rackley, having

secured her 400th career
win with an 11-1 win over
Rayburn March 19, then
waved runner after runner
around third base in a 16-0
win over South Houston
March 22 as the Long-
horns improved to 13-10
overall.

Deer Park defeated Do-
bie 9-2 in the first round of
league play and has shown
no signs of surrendering a
league crown it has owned
for two alignment cycles.

As for Dobie, very little
resistance exists as the lo-

place, with Clear Springs
also winning the division
with 164 points.

Jizzale Davis, Journey
Wilson, Azayla Smith and
Patricia Barnes teamed
for the gold medal in the
4x400 relay for 20 points

Continued on Page 8

than the No. 2 postseason
seed.

Coming off a fifth
straight season of 20 or
more overall victories, the
youth movement hit Dobie
quickly following the final
out of 2023.

In the bidistrict series
finale 5-2 loss to Summer
Creek, seven of the 13
players who took at-bats
for the Longhorns were
seniors.

Three players, three-
year infield starter Les-
lie Sarduy is among two
returning  juniors who
played in that last game,
including Amaya Corona.

Alyssa Jones and Aidan
Johnson are two of seniors
on the 2024 roster who
started in the playoffs a
season ago, and sopho-
more Natalie Dehoyos
played often as a freshman
and is now in her second
season.

While top starting that. We will see how it For More Info
pitcher Marisa Perla is all plays out, but given our Check Out Our
now at Texas Southern youth and inexperience at Website E- ‘

University,  sophomores
Vanessa De La Fuente and
Chloe Nunez as well as
junior Jackie Peralta all
pitched in the bidistrict fi-
nale last season and have
shared time in the circle to
this point.

“I’m proud of the kids
and the effort they have
put out there on the field
this season so far,” Rack-

this level, I'm very proud
of the kids.”

Dobie will host Deer
Park March 28 at the Pas-
adena ISD Complex. First
pitch is at 6 p.m.

The Longhorns will
then host Pasadena April 2
at the Dobie main campus,
at4 p.m.

Join our martial arts family today/"
USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
/ Licensed after school program v Mighty-Mights Program
v/ Homework assistance (Ages 3-5)
/ Evening Karate Classes / Self Defense Classes

Transportation from CCISD, Pasadena ISD,
and some Pearland ISD Schools

ley said.
“We have quite a few
freshmen and  sopho-

mores who have given us
a big lift. Our juniors and
seniors have provided
leadership and shown the
younger kids the Dobie
way.

“Really, it’s about the
players understanding the
roles and going out there
and executing, and they
have done a great job of

:{0)%
SHIFLETT
REALTORS”
281-481-3733

Roy Shlflett Realtors
281-481-3733

Dobie softball

hosts Deer Park
March 28, 6 p.m.
Pasadena ISD Complex

% 50 Years Experience
* Great Office Location

Dobie offers physicals April 9

Dobie student-athletes, including members of the
ROTC and Lariaette drill teams, are encouraged to
take care of their athletics physical obligation as the
school’s Sports Medicine department will host an
open session April 9, from 1 to 5 p.m. in the main
campus gymnasium. The physicals cover the 2024-
2025 school year and are $25 cash per student. Stu-
dents may also pay online via Rev Trak. A prephys-
ical form is available in the training rooms on either
campus and must be submitted April. 9.

* Knowledgeable
Personal Service
ROY

The Name You Know! For
With Experience You Can Trust! [ZMMESY

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value) 281-481-3733

Call Today! B &

a7 LIKE LS ON

“The Company You'l Keep"

At left, Jaylon Owens
(left) of Clear Brook
has positioned himself
to be one of the area’s
most discussed athletes
with the track and field
postseason soon com-
ing as he is on a roll
of late. Owens clocked
in at 21.64 seconds to
win a gold medal in
the high school boys’
200 and also won gold
in the 100 in a time of
10.78 at the 72nd TSU
Relays March 15-16 at
Texas Southern Uni-
versity in Houston.
Wolverine sophomore
Joshua Shelton (right)
captured gold in the
400 with the win at
49.61, and sophomore

Darwin Bolden (not
shown) was fourth
in the discus with
a throw of 139 feet.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)
All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait $ Off Auto
shuttle service 1 0 Alignment

With coupon only. No reproductions.
Not valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

Auto

Service Center
& Car Wash

Now HiriNG CasHIERs, CAr Wash NOW available!!

**shuttle service C\_—;-

only available

PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS
Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm within 2 5 mile (Between 1-45 & Beamer)
Sun. 9am - 5pm radius** 281-484-5945
Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

ISLAND BREEZE

The Works
Includes

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

* Rain-Guard

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

o Clear Coat Protectant

Express
Exterior

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
¢ Underbody Rinse
e Wheel Cleaning
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Wash

« High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

20

*Monthly

°50

*Monthly

*35

*Monthly

* Hand Drying

*MonNTHLY UNLIMITED WaAsH PLaNs (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
© Install New Oil Filter * Check &Fill Transmission Fluid * Check & Fill Windshield Washer
* Complete Chassis Lube o Check Air Pressure in all Tires  Vacuum Interior
o Check Brake Fluid o Check Gear Boxes o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter o Check Belts
 Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid. o Check Battery Fluid  Check Breather Element  Check Wiper Blades
Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Qil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 4/14/24.

$49.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash

o Check PCV Valve
 Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
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Will Joiner homered,
drove in four runs and
scored twice as he led
the Dobie varsity base-
ball team to a 10-0 win
over Pasadena March 19
at Maguire Field in Pas-
adena.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

| Longhorns host Memo-

Dobie junior left-hander
Aiden Sanchez (7) and
his teammates bounced
back from consecutive
one-run losses to Deer
Park to sweep Pasadena
in a pair of games. The

rial March 28 at Dobie
main, beginning at 4 p.m.
Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Dobie’s Rackley now has 400-plus career wins

Continued from Page 5

Following a standout
playing career at Cente-
nary College in Louisiana,
she coached state title high
school teams at St. Amant
(La.) and at Bryan before
becoming an assistant to
Rhonda Foster, another
PISD Hall of Fame induct-
ee, for two seasons.

When Foster left Do-
bie after the 2005 season,
Rackley was clearly the
right choice to lead the
Longhorns.

Now in her 19th season
and hundreds of wins col-
lected, Rackley is among
the longest tenured head
coaches at the school as
she also was an assistant
on the school’s volleyball
staff when she first ar-
rived.

“l was young when
I came back, and even
though Dobie has always
been home, I don’t know
that I expected to be able
to get to a number like 400
wins,” Rackley said.

“But it’s never been
about me. These kids are
the ones putting in the
hard work to achieve our
goals.

“And (assistant coach
Chris) Swinnen has been
with me almost the entire
way. The credit goes to
them. Coach Swinnen and
I put them in the best pos-
sible positions to have suc-
cess, and it’s up to them to
godoit.

“All of the players who
have been part of this pro-
gram have contributed
to our success over the
years. Maybe we haven’t
won state, but our kids are
gritty and they are going
to battle all the way to be
successful.

“We have had the star
players like Taylor Pleas-
ants (currently a senior at
Louisiana State Universi-
ty), Yvonne Whaley (Tex-
as Tech then Pittsburgh),
Amanda Nguyen (induct-
ed into the Pasadena ISD
Athletics Hall of Honor
earlier this month) and
others, but for the most
part our success has come
from battling until the last
out, doing whatever it

takes to win and playing
for each other.”

Today’s athletic pro-
grams work year-round
in an effort to be as best
prepared as possible come
opening day of a given
season. Dobie is no excep-
tion.

Rackley challenges her
players to push their lim-
its whether offseason or
in-season, and the results
on the field usual are a

mark of that. To date, Do-
bie has just one playoff
miss dating back to 1993.
“Softball, and really
any sport, is a lot like life
itself,” Rackley said.
“You’re not always go-
ing to have success (wins),
there are going to be set-
backs (losses), but you
have to be able to get back
up, dust yourself off and
find ways to come back
stronger the next time.

“l feel like our kids
have done that during my
stay here. We’ve always
been in the role of the un-
derdog, but I like that. We
have had to hang in there,
play with that grittiness
and battle to be successful.

“That’s what makes 400
wins special to me. Dobie
will always compete hard
and push the best of the
best to the limit, and that’s
what I’m most proud of.”

Dobie varsity softball

the school.

Now in her 19th season and
hundreds of wins collected,

coach Robin Rackley is among
the longest tenured coaches at

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

head

Marathoner Anderson-Blair completes rare feat,
completing six Abbott World Marathon Majors

By John Bechtle

Jetola Anderson-Blair
never intended for things
to get carried away like
this, yet they did.

Now, just over a dozen
years since taking up com-
petitive running serious-
ly, Anderson-Blair is the
proud owner of one of the
most coveted medals in
marathoning.

What a special few days
it was earlier this month in
the capital of Japan for
the longtime South Belt
resident, who completed
the Tokyo Marathon as
the final leg of the Abbott
World Marathon Majors.

Perhaps for many the
prestigious Six Star Medal
Anderson-Blair now owns
appears to be little more

Dobie football standout Stacey shows steer at rodeo

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

BMOC has been a mon-
iker that has long stood for
something else, yet in the
case of Dobie junior Hunt-
er Stacey, the words “bus-
iest man on campus” cer-
tainly come to mind.

Those who follow the
Longhorn football pro-
gram may indeed recog-
nize Stacey as an All-Dis-
trict defensive lineman
who played a key role for
the 2023 District 22-6A
championship squad.

Dobie will begin spring
football practices next
month, and with the de-
fensive side of the field set
to graduate at least four

I —

players who have signed
letters of intent to play
collegiately beginning this
fall, Stacey will return for
his senior season as one of
the team’s key returnees
for the 2024 season.

Football is definitely
important to Stacey, and he
looks forward to providing
leadership and guidance
as the Longhorns prepare
to enter a revamped Dis-
trict 22-6A alignment that
includes seven programs
that qualified for the post-
season in 2023.

But Stacey has much
more on his plate, includ-
ing his presidency within
Dobie’s FFA program, his
secretarial duties within

the Gulf Coast District of
the FFA and the seeming-
ly round-the-clock work
involved while handling
his own animals within the
agricultural barn.

Stacey has in recent
days taken a bit of a break
after showing his steer
“Sting” at the Houston
Livestock Show and Ro-
deo earlier this month.

In terms of awards
during the grand finale
showing, Stacey nor Sting
walked away with ribbons
or medals, but the lessons
were well learned and Sta-
cey has moved on to the
next role, likely showing a
calf as the Pasadena show
in September, yes, during

football season.

“My uncle has proper-
ty in Alvin, and I’ve been
working with and around
animals for as long as I can
remember,” Stacey said.

“I’ve been very fortu-
nate to have a lot of fam-
ily support helping out at
the barn with everything
and everything. One per-
son can’t do it alone. It’s
an every day job. Early
hours, late hours. Whatev-
er it takes.”

As busy as his life can
be, Stacey truly is in his
element in the barn, out on
the farm and in and around
livestock shows. He envi-
sions attending Texas Tech
University in Lubbock and

eventually earning a mas-
ter’s in agriculture. Stacey
also believes a career in
the field as an instructor
could be in his future.

“I’ve been around ani-
mals for my whole life, so
it’s what I do. Yes, it’s a lot
of work but I enjoy it and
truly am at my best when
I’'m at the AG barn.”

Spring football practic-
es will get Stacey’s full at-
tention next month, but he
will have already tended
to things at the barn and
will likely be headed back
there after practice. It’s all
part of his life.

“I’m used to being busy
and staying active,” Stacey
said.

—

than just another medal-
lion, yet it means so much
more to her.

Fewer than 14,000 run-
ners worldwide have com-
pleted the Abbott World
Marathon Majors.

“Among many things,
I think it is a display of
resilience, determination
and commitment that I can
use as an example to my
daughter and others that
you can achieve anything
you put your effort into
if you refuse to give up,
you are willing to stay the
course and push yourself.

“By no means was this
an easy journey. I suffered
a broken ankle off course
in New York last year and
had to rehabilitate exten-
sively from that.

“I made rookie mis-
takes early on in my ca-
reer, and of course some-
times life gets in the way,
but I did it. I’'m incredibly
proud of myself. It took
several years to get to the
finish line, but here I am.”

The Six Star Medal
is awarded to those who
complete the world ma-
jors of marathons, which
includes the 26.2-mile
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New York.

‘What a special few days it was
earlier this month in the capital
of Japan for longtime South Belt
resident Jetola Anderson-Blair,
who completed the Tokyo Mar-
athon as the final leg of the Ab-
bott World Marathon Majors.
On her left arm are medals from
her 10 consecutive runnings of
the Boston Marathon, and she
has also completed marathons
in Berlin, London, Chicago and

events in Boston, Chica-
go and New York as well
as those of Berlin, London
and Tokyo.

Anderson-Blair  also
has earned the “legacy”
honor for having complet-
ed the Boston Marathon
event in 10 consecutive
years, with No. 11 to come
April 15. The Boston Mar-
athon is the world’s oldest
marathon.

Runners do not simply
register for the World Ma-
jor marathons and travel to
compete.

Age group qualifying
times must first be met,
and runners are frequent-
ly encouraged to fundraise
for events.

“l originally got into
running for the simple fact
of it being good for my
health, but I've also en-
joyed the friendships and
such that I've developed
within the running com-
munity,” Anderson-Blair
said.

“Being able to raise
funds for worthy and won-
derful causes make it that
much more special. But to
say I ever imagined com-
pleting the majors is not

true.”

It all began in 2011 as
Anderson-Blair ran a half
marathon in as what she
described as a one-and-
done deal, yet in 2012 she
completed five full mara-
thons, including Houston
in a time of 5 hours, 00.23
seconds.

For 2013, she finished
six marathons, including
Chicago, the first of her
World Marathon Majors,
at 3:55.13.

Anderson-Blair had a
busy schedule in 2014 with
eight events, including the
first of her Boston Mara-
thon events in a clocking
of 4:29.05.

In November of that year,
Anderson-Blair  crossed
the finish line at the New
York Marathon at 4:27.53.

The 2015 marathon
season for Anderson-Blair
included another seven
events, including a time of
3:58.52. The Boston event
highlighted a five-mara-
thon tour in 2016.

In 2017, Ander-
son-Blair ran the Boston
Marathon on April 17
then completed the Lon-
don Marathon on April

23 among six events that
year. It also gave Ander-
son Blair four of the cov-
eted six majors.

The Berlin Marathon
happened for  Ander-
son-Blair in September of
2018 as her season also
included Boston, Chicago
and New York.

She completed mara-
thons in Anchorage and
Honolulu in ensuing years
and achieved the world six
earlier this month in To-
kyo.

Since becoming a mar-
athoner in 2012, Ander-
son-Blair, now part of
the age 60-64 division,
has completed 86 events,
including those in five
countries and 14 different
states.

Having already run in
Houston, Surfside Beach,
Tokyo and Seabrook this
year, Anderson-Blair has
marathon No. 87 set for
Boston.

“It’s a proud achieve-
ment to have finished the
world six, not to mention
the wonderful experiences
along the way. It’s been a
rewarding run for myself,”
Anderson-Blair said.
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SERVICE

SOUTH BELT

HEATING & AIR

281-484-1818

www. Southbeltair.com

LEADER IN A/C & HEATING SERVICES

S

B

=
3 TON UNIT ,-/ i\ FREE 2ND
STARTING AT suss 4 ] OPINION!

”ﬂfmms 30 YEARS [N BUSINESS

TAKE ADVANTAGE F gy SPECIALS!

$300 OFF $3000 OFF
ONE PEICE EQUIFMENT [ COMPLETE 18 SEER
A F SYSTEM

i par parum. et vl with st
wiers, Wil oo ey, Engioe: 11500

$30 OFF
AC OR MEATER
CHECKUP!

St par parisa. M vl with psbs
e, Wik o naly. Expec 1153

281-471-2725 | 1701 South Broadway, La Porte
TACLA 11596C | www.anemechanical.com
Annual maintenance
will save you money.
Heating Systems
on Sale Now

Call for Free Estimates.
Ccrateeanmr
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

i |
TACLB23730E

281-481.6308 '

G o s, M ol ik b
sl Witk e maly Exon: 11510

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

GET IT TODAY!

A/C & HEATING INC.

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

Free Estimates on New Equipment

Americam Stamdard.

CONDITIONING

4403 F.M.2351

TACLB26543E

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally
friendly services

with your
children and pets’

safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth  Richard (Dick) Orth
wner perator
B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

2 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

We service all major home appliances.
Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

Same DAy SERvVICE

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

(%]

wame RUDEN Mufioz — MPL 17449

A & M PAINTING

* PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING « SHEETROCK

* TAPE & FLOAT « DEMOLITION * HAULING * FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

JT Garage Door Systems

Repair, Replace, Install
Over 20 Years of Experience

Free
Estimates

Lt

Contact Jason Teel B
281-991-7697 .
BETO’S REMODELING

Painting « Sheetrock « Texture * Pressure Wash ¢ Carpentry
Roofing + Framing « Wood Fence * Hardy Plank Siding

Triple M Plumbing
281-455-1175

_ Melvin D. Glover II1

Master License # 40217

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
*Genie ¢ Craftsman e Lift Master ® Chamberlain

visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

LAWN & GARDEN

After Hours Plumbing Service
Commercial, Industrial & Residential

Sewer * Water Heaters ¢ Drains
Leaks ¢ Water  Repairs » Gas

Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Espanol
Mllnary, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
=== www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441 -~

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

- )
AlliO{N,Al: E‘Z T A F::rrllsa;en::eh::;up!
> 281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust « NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!

WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

24 Hour

ELECTRIC

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS
 Free Estimates
 Senior Citizen Disc.
« No Service Charge
* Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
* Insured
* TECL#21246
= - i)
DREERE
e accept most major credit cards. MEMBER

Support
Leader
Advertisers

Emergency Service

713-953-1697

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION ?{ Financing Available TACLB002755C
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com “ [L
713_944_5257 lewiscosince1991@gmail.com

Siding - Kitchens - Painting Same Name

Bathrooms - Patios - Floors Same Number —

Additions and so Much More Since 1991 I

References Available VETERAN OWNED OV E R H EA D D O O R S ]

Quality Work ™ Of"f’ ’2,3"2 K Residential & Commercial
Free Estimates YOWner o VISA | New Garage Door Installation & Repair

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

Call -
Big

- St ﬁgg Sea JE,Z /25[/2 N “When Excellence Counts”
wit /Z wr c[ hisin Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979
’ © aoetht L g Repair/Replacement PR Garage Doors & Openers
N Call 281-481-5656 - | 281-480-8898 — 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Edd’s

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, MARCH 28
7:30 am. AA — “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland — Meets at
either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117
Broadway St., Pearland, or online on Zoom. See
Pearland Chamber of Commerce calendar or
call 281-485-3634.
9:30 a.m. NASA Aglow Community Light-
house — 18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. The public
is welcome and encouraged to bring others. Call
281-910-1971 or visit aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express
Network — Meetings are held at Big Horn BBQ,
2300 Smith Ranch Rd., Pearland. Reservations
appreciated. Visit www.seenabwa.org.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://aahouston.org/
meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300.
6:30 p.m. Pearland Area Republican’s Club —
meets at VFW Post 7109 Pearland, 4202 W.
Walnut St., Pearland. Email pearlandareare
publicanclub@gmail.com or visit www.face
book.com/PARCTX.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom — free
discussion about Judaism and religion in gener-
al at Sawa Resaurant and Grill, 16608 El
Camino Real, Houston. Contact socialaction@
shaarhashalom.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29

7:30 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill”
See Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA - Vigilance Group of NA, open meet-
ing, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First Presbyteri-
an Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or https://
nastuff.com/.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom — All
services are live and on Zoom. For details re-
garding services, Judaism classes, film series
and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https:/www.
shaarhashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group — meets
at CrossRoads UMC 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Family members and friends of problem drink-
ers/addicts share and discover choices avail-
able. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA — meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030
Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
7:30 a.m. AA - “Breakfast With Bill” See

Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom — All
services are live and on Zoom. For details re-
garding services, Judaism classes, film series
and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.shaar
hashalom.org.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only,
English) — For women affected by an addict.
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena,
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-
8787 or visit https://www.houstonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church — offers a
knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 beforehand.

SUNDAY, MARCH 31
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church
— has worship and Bible study programs at
11456 Space Center Blvd. (in back of a medical/
retail community). Call 281-479-7285.
2 p.m. Grief Support Group — Revive Church,
1062 Fairmont Pkwy. Call 713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery — A faith-based
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at Life
Church, 9900 Aimeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA — See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, APRIL 1
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s
noon notice.
1:30 — 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance - at
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City
Parkway. Volunteers teach dance lessons. Call
281-554-1180.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 — Meets at IHOP,
11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and improve cross-
word skills. COVID-19 vaccination required. Email
huff_reunion@juno.com for details.
7 p.m. AA — St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery open
meeting in the education Bldg.in room 4, at 11011
Hall Rd. Call 832-725-8479 or 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) —
#0683 chapter meets at the Methodist Church,
110 N. Friendswood Dr. in the educational bldg.,
room 201. Call 832-858-4617 or 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA — See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, APRIL 2
7:30 a.m. AA - “Breakfast With Bill” See
Thursday’s notice.
10:00 a.m. CCART - Clear Creek Association of
Retired Teachers meets at the Bay Area
Community Center, 5002 NASA Parkway.
Annual dues are $50.
10:30 a.m. Tri-County Republican Women —
General meetings are held at the Golfcrest
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr. Exact cash

or check requested for lunch ($15). RSVP at
www.tricountyrw.club/ or call 832-250-8901.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’'s Anglican Church — See
Sunday’s notice.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday
noon notice.
6:30 — 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston
Toastmasters — Club #05324194 meets in-per-
son at 10500 Scarsdale Blvd. (SB Chamber of
Commerce). Visit sehouston.toastmastersclub.
org or call 281-467-1880.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3

7:30a.m. AA - “Breakfast With Bill” See
Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA — Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s

notice.
12:30 p.m. — 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes
Humpday Dance — at Hometown Heroes Park,
1001 E. League City Parkway. Casual ballroom
dancing offered. Call 281-554-1180.
THURSDAY, APRIL 4
7:30 a.m. AA — “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland — Meets at
either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117
Broadway St., Pearland, or online on Zoom.
See Pearland Chamber of Commerce 6117
Broadway St., Pearland, or online on Zoom. See
Pearland Chamber of Commerce calendar or
call 281-485-3634.
9:30 a.m. NASA Aglow Community Light-
house — 18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. The public
is welcome and encouraged to bring others. Call
281-910-1971 or visit aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express
Network — Meetings are held at Big Horn BBQ,
2300 Smith Ranch Rd., Pearland. Reservations
appreciated. Visit www.seenabwa.org.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://aahouston.org/
meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300.
6:30 p.m. Pearland Area Republican’s Club —
meets at VFW Post 7109 Pearland, 4202 W.
Walnut St., Pearland. Email pearlandareare
publicanclub@gmail.com or visit www.face
book.com/PARCTX.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom — free
discussion about Judaism and religion in general
at Sawa Resaurant and Grill, 16608 ElI Camino
Real, Houston. Contact socialaction@shaarha
shalom.org.

LEADER READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks;

HELP

Free Estimates Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

WANTED

Cell: 832-563-9321 Ask for Beto

$§o—0— COUPON ™= mm mm my
OFF FOUNDATION REPAIR
(on jobs $2,500 & up) OR SEWER REPAIR l

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
I Il I I S B S -

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
' 281-479-5247

EE] FREE ESTIMATES =¥

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

¢ All Tax Preparations
e Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
* Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4134

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal « Tree Topping * Trimming
* Thinning Out * Elevating * Stump Grinding
e Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 8 32-660-3622 e wil work with you

Licensed, Insured,
Affordable

\?\EE.SER ] C E S 0y ° Free Estimates »

Professional Trimming,

713-501-0184 RN iy
FOR LEASE

Commercial space for lease

in South East Houston area
3565 sq. ft. move in ready, great for
medical or office and can be divided.
Plenty of Parking! Low Rates!
Up to 6 months FREE Rent!

Call 281-484-1111

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME PORTER. 2-3
hrs/day, additional hours
occasionally. Light clean-
ing, power washing, mov-
ing furniture, trash remov-
al, etc. Must have reliable
transportation. Call 281-
464-3150 if interested.

3-28

SERVICE

Interior & exterior paint-
ing, Sheetrock repair,
wood fences, pressure
washing. Free estimates.
Call 346-577-3347. 6-28

Tree removal, trimming
and care. Mulch installa-
tion, pressure washing
and wood fences. Call
346-577-3347. 6-28

CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical,
plumbing & painting,
replace/repair. No Job
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 6-28

RUBEN’S  PAINTING.

LAWN & TREE SERVICE.

PRESSURE WASHING!
Free Estimates. Call
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 6-28

South Belt
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your
printing needs
11555 Beamer

281-484-4337

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs
and LVNS. If you want to work in a
dynamic and fulfilling team
environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

We offer competitive pay rates
and benefits.

Please stop by and complete an
application at 5020 Space Center
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800

Hydraulic equipment

repair technician
needed.

Flexible hours full or part
time. Paid vacation and
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up
with experience.
832-671-0978

Turn those

unwanted

items in your garage and

closets into

cash. Bring

ads into the Leader office
by Tuesday or use the
mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer

281-481-5656




Page 8, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, March 28, 2024

Jackson headed to St. Thomas

Lamar football gets Dobze s Kelley

The University of St. Thomas men’s basketball program in Houston has
welcomed Dobie senior Dylan Jackson (left) after he signed a letter of intent
with the Celts. A four-year varsity player at Dobie, Jackson eclipsed the
1,000-point mark for his career during his final season. At right is Jackson’s
father, Jeremiah Jackson.

Dobie senior safety Derrick Kelley, a three-year varsity starter during his
stay with the Longhorns, is set to continue his education and playing career
at Lamar University in Beaumont after signing a letter of intent with the
Cardinals. Lamar is an NCAA Division I program at the Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision level and competes within the Southland Conference.

JFD’s Orozco picks SJC baseball
J

. Frank Dobie

LONPERNS

Dobie varsity baseball player Junior Orozco has signed a letter of intent to
continue his education and playing career at San Jacinto College after sign-
ing a letter of intent with the Ravens. A season ago, Orozco was an All-Dis-
trict outfielder as he helped the Longhorns to the District 22-6A champion-
ship and a berth in the area playoff round. At San Jacinto College, Orozco
will join a Raven program that has ranked among the nation’s best in the
National Junior College Athletic Association for decades.

%{

JFD’s Jordan to Sul Ross St.

Evan Jordan (right) of Dobie, a three-time All-District offensive lineman
for the Longhorns, will continue his education and collegiate football career
at Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas, after signing a letter of intent
with the Lobos. The Lobos, who were 4-6 overall in 2023, compete in the
NCAA Division III ranks as part of the American Southwest Conference.
The Lobos will open the 2024 regular season Aug. 29 at home against West
Texas A&M. With Jordan, at left, is Dobie offensive line coach Mark Cha-
pa.

SJC softball hot as conference opens

There’s a long way to
go, but the San Jacinto
College softball team is
off to a fast start in confer-
ence play in search of an
eventual title run.

The locals defeated Al-
vin 6-3 in the first game of
a twin bill March 23 to run
their conference mark to
5-0 before a 7-5 loss in the
second game.

In the opener, Madison
Carr had two hits, and
drove in three runs. Kiren
Diaz went 4 2/3 innings in
relief for the win.

Despite the loss in the
second game, Wright and
Diaz drove in two runs
each.

In a 6-5, 10-6 home
sweep of Coastal Bend at
home March 20, the Ra-
vens broke a 5-5 tie with a
solo run in the bottom half
of sixth to win the open-
er, then used a seven-run
fourth inning to win the
finale.

Farmer stunned defend-
ing conference champion
Galveston with a three-run
homer in the bottom of the
sixth inning of the league
opener March 13 as the
Ravens rallied late to win
4-3.

Galveston scored a pair
of runs in the top of the
inning to lead 3-1 before
Farmer victimized Tors’
starter Jenna Johnson for
the eventual game winner.
Gianna Carrion went the
final 1 1/3 innings to get
the win for the Ravens.

San Jacinto then used
the momentum of that
win to run-rule Galves-

Dickson wins
100 sprint,
4x100 relay

At right, Texas A&M
University sophomore
and Clear Brook High
School graduate Cam-
ryn Dickson and many
of her Aggie team-
mates enjoyed a ban-
ner weekend as one of
the nation’s top track
and field programs
hosted the Texas A&M
Invitational in Col-
lege Station. Dickson
won the 100 at 11.31
seconds and teamed
with Nissi Kabongo,
Jermaisha Arnold and
Joniar Thomas for a
first-place finish of 3
minutes, 37.14 seconds
in the 4x100 relay. In

ton 15-7 in the nightcap.
Maggie Evans and Arriana
Wright both homered and
knocked in five runs.

The Ravens, who en-
tered conference play at

just 18-14 overall, scored
seven runs in the bottom of
the fourth inning to length-
en its edge, then closed out
the win to sweep the two
games.

Brook track programs
take second at Springs

Continued from Page 5
in a time of 4:07.64.

Aailslyn Banks was the
gold medalist in the shot
with a throw of 31-10,
and Kyra Freeman went
17-0 in the long jump for
second place and a silver
medal.

Davis and Smith were
1-2 in the 200 for 18 to-
tal team points as a time
of 24.45 earned Davis the
win while Smith’s time of

25.62 was second in the
event.

A time of 2:19.77 was
good enough for the gold
medal at the 800 distance,
with Barnes third for a
bronze medal at 2:25.58.

A time of 1:01.64
earned Barnes the silver
medal in the 400, and
Davis’ clocking of 11.65
gave her the silver in the
100. Freeman’s time of
12.30 was fourth.

JFD’s Richard
set to join
Illinois St.

At right, Dobie varsity
football co-captain and
first team All-District
selection C.J. Richard
will continue his ed-
ucation and playing
career at Illinois State
University in Normal,
1Il., after signing a let-
ter of intent with the
Redbirds. Illinois State
is an NCAA Football
Championship Subdi-
vision program. Rich-
ard is a three-year let-
terwinner who helped
lead Dobie to the 2023
District 22-6A champi-
onship.

\ DOBIE

Dobie graduate Ortiz gets 300th victory at UH-Victoria

UHV  head softball
coach Lindsey (Ferguson)
Ortiz is a UHV softball lif-
er.

The League City na-
tive has been a part of
the Jaguars since the pro-
gram’s inception in 2008
as a player, helping UHV
win its first Association of
Independent  Institutions
conference title and first
NAIA Tournament ap-
pearance in 2009.

She became the team’s

assistant coach in 2010 be-
fore being named UHV’s
second-ever head softball
coach after Keri Lambeth
ahead of the 2014 season.

With a sweep of Texas
A&M-San Antonio, Ortiz
recorded her 300th career
win. She is the quickest
UHYV head coach to reach
300 wins, doing so in the
middle of her 11th season
at the helm.

The previous mark was
held by UHV baseball

coach Terry Puhl.

“I felt proud,” Ortiz
said, “not only of myself,
but of our program. It’s
been such a blessing to
be a part of UHV softball
since the very beginning.

“I know and appreciate
every player who has come
through this program, and
that’s very special to me.”

Ortiz has been a part of
every single one of UHV
softball’s firsts, either as a
coach or a player, includ-

ing coaching the program
to their first Red River
Athletic Championship in
2016 and the university’s
first-ever World Series ap-
pearance in 2021.

The Jaguars (16-4, 8-0)
have reached six consecu-
tive RRAC semifinals un-
der Ortiz’s guidance.

“It speaks to her ability
to recruit and field com-
petitive programs year in
and year out,” said UHV
Director of Athletics Ash-
ley Walyuchow.

“'m proud of what
she’s accomplished.”

But, while the team is
celebrated for its on-field
accomplishments,  Ortiz
is prouder of the off-field
impact the program has
had on Victoria and the
Crossroads region.

From graduation, to
volunteering time at the
Food Bank of the Golden
Crescent, to the team’s
Mentor Program at Hop-
kins Elementary School,
to the Keep Victoria Clean
initiative by the City of
Victoria and many other
volunteer  opportunities,
UHV softball makes sure
to leave its mark.

“Honestly, the highest
accomplishments on my
all-time list are the things
we’ve done off the field,”
Ortiz said.

“Averaging  400-500
service hours per year,

graduating our softball
student-athletes at a high
rate and then keeping up
with them as they take that
Champions of Character
mindset into life after col-
lege. Going to the World
Series was pretty cool,
t00.”

Ortiz boasts a .645 ca-
reer winning percentage,
which ranks second only
to Lambeth of all UHV
coaches. In her first 10 sea-
sons, Ortiz has six 30-win
seasons under her belt.

“Reaching this mile-
stone just gives me an
opportunity to reflect on
my career and how lucky
I'am to have a job I love so
much,” Ortiz added. “I am
surrounded by people who
love and support me. My
family sacrifices so much
to allow me to follow my
passions and I work every
day to make them proud.
I have had amazing as-
sistant coaches and could
never say enough about
what Mac (Christensen)
has brought to our pro-
gram.

“I have friends and
alumni who continually
cheer for us and celebrate
our victories.

“But most importantly,
I’m thankful for all of the
student-athletes who have
put on a Jaguar jersey and
allowed me to be a part of
their journey.”
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I$200 OFF
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all, Texas A&M ath-
letes won 16 different
events and delivered
four all-time program
marks and 17 person-
al best showings at the
event.

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
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UH-Victoria head softball coach Lindsey 30rtiz, a Dobie graduate, has now
= collected 300 career victories with the Jaguars since taking over the lead role in
< 2014. At right is Jaguars’ catcher Kenzie Chambers.

Story courtesy of UH-Victoria athletics. Photo by Sam Fowler
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