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 Construction of St. Luke the Evangelist Cath-
olic Church’s future Riverstone Ranch campus is 
moving forward after being placed on pause for 
more than a decade.
 Plans call for the area parish to break ground 
next month on its new Family Life Center, after 
the city of Pearland recently approved the build-
ing’s permits.
 Funding for the facility’s construction was 
made possible by a $10 million loan from the 
archdiocese. Cost of the new Family Life Center 
– which will serve as a multipurpose building for 
the church – is estimated at approximately $11 
million. St. Luke parishioners have contributed 

the remaining $1 million as part of the church’s 
Capital Campaign.
 Founded in 1975, the groundbreaking will co-
incide with St. Luke the Evangelist’s 50th anni-
versary. The parish had reach out to the archdio-
cese for assistance once before in 2019 but plans 
were put on hold due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Plans were further delayed later by the win-
ter freeze in 2021 and Hurricane Beryl in 2024, 
church offi cials said.
 This marks the fi rst signifi cant activity at the 
Riverstone site in more than 10 years, with the 
campus’s fi rst building to be constructed – a 
10,000-square-foot structure dubbed the Cenacle 

Learning Center – being offi cially christened 
May 24, 2014, by Bishop George A. Sheltz, 
auxiliary bishop for the Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston.
 The groundbreaking for that building was held 
Dec. 12, 2012. (A groundbreaking scheduled 
for Sept. 1, 2012, was postponed due to heavy 
rains.) The Pearland property, however, had been 
acquired approximately a decade earlier.
 Church offi cials said the Cenacle Learning 
Center currently serves as a meeting/multipur-
pose space but will eventually be designated as 
the Adult Ministry building once the entire cam-
pus has been completed.
 St. Luke offi cials said the move is necessary 
to accommodate growth and because because the 
church’s original Hall Road facilities are aging.

 Located across the street from South Belt 
Elementary and the new Thompson Intermedi-
ate campus, the St. Luke Riverstone site occu-
pies roughly 20 acres of land, compared to the 
church’s current fi ve at its Hall Road campus.
 According to St. Luke offi cials, once con-
struction of the new Family Life Center is com-
plete, the church will be able to completely move 
from its existing Hall Road campus.
 Plans call for the new Pearland site to eventu-
ally feature fi ve buildings, including an educa-
tion center, a social hall, youth center, adminis-
tration building and church. See related map on 
Page 2.
 A groundbreaking on the new Family Life 
Center is scheduled to take place at noon Satur-
day, April 5.

 Both candidates answered a questionnaire 
from the chamber board in advance of the event. 
To see the responses from the candidates, see 
Page 4.
 The April 1 forum is just one of three being 
held by local chambers of commerce in advance 
of the May 3 election. Additional candidate fo-
rums include the following:
 – Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce: 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 8, at the Nassau Bay 
City Hall (1800 Space Park Drive, Suite 200, 
in Nassau Bay. Forum is for both District 1 and 
At-Large Position B candidates. Forum will be 
livestreamed. For additional information, visit 
www.clearlakearea.com.
 – League City Regional Chamber of Com-
merce: 6 p.m. Thursday, April 17, at Grand Liv-
ing at Tuscan Lakes, 1850 E. League City Park-
way in League City. Forum is for both District 1 
and At-Large Position B candidates. Forum will 
be livestreamed. For additional information, visit 
www.leaguecitychamber.com.
 The forum hosted by the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce will be free and open to 
the public but attendees are encouraged to RSVP 
in advance to Offi ce Manager Anita Eakman at 
info@southbeltchamber.com.
 For updates on the 2025 CCISD board of 
trustee election, visit ccisd.net/elections.

 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce will host a forum Tuesday, April 1, for 
candidates campaigning for the At-Large Posi-
tion B seat in the upcoming May 3 Clear Creek 
ISD school board election. The event will take 
place from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Sageglen 
HOA building at 11610 Sageyork.
 At-Large Position B incumbent Scott Bowen 
and challenger Rebecca Lilley have both agreed 
to take part in the forum. 
 While Clear Creek ISD will also hold an elec-
tion for the District 1 position currently held by 
Jessica Cejka, most South Belt voters are ineligi-
ble from participating in that contest. Joe Macho 
has fi led to challenge Cejka for the position. To 
view the 2025 election boundaries, visit ccisd.
net/elections/boundaries.
 A chemical engineer by trade, Bowen was 
fi rst elected to the CCISD board in 2019. A long-
time resident of the Clear Lake area and gradu-
ate from Clear Lake High School, Bowen earned 
a Master of Business Administration from Rice 
University.
 Lilley serves as director of physicians at Me-
morial Hermann Southeast Hospital. She current-
ly serves as secretary on the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce board of trustees. Lilley 
holds a Bachelor of Science in business and mar-
keting from the University of Phoenix.

St. Luke’s plans approved

Following a 10-year hiatus, construction is set to resume next month on the future River-
stone Ranch campus of St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church. Pearland offi cials recent-
ly approved permitting for the church’s new 25,000-square-foot Family Life Center, made 
possible by a $10 million loan from the archdiocese. Slated for an April 5 groundbreaking, 
the construction coincides with the area church’s 50th anniversary. See related photo on 
Page 2.

Deputies nab alleged car thief

A traffi c stop led to multiple felony arrests Saturday, March 15, in the 10500 block of the 
Gulf Freeway near Edgebrook. According to Precinct 8 offi cials, deputies conducted a traf-
fi c stop on a driver for several moving violations only to determine the vehicle had been re-
ported stolen out of Louisiana. Driver, Randy Hanchett, 25, of Glynn, La., (left) was arrest-
ed and charged with unauthorized use of a motor vehicle. A passenger, later identifi ed as 
Trevor David, 30, of Baton Rouge, fl ed the scene on foot and was able to elude authorities. 
David was located the following morning, however, and was arrested on charges of evading, 
as well as felony warrants out of Louisiana. 

 “The best way to protect yourself and your 
loved ones from measles is through vaccination,” 
said Persse. “The MMR (measles, mumps and 
rubella) vaccine is safe, highly effective, and re-
mains the best defense against this potentially se-
vere disease.” 
 Health offi cials encourage parents to en-
sure their children receive the MMR vaccine on 
schedule. The fi rst dose is recommended at 12 to 
15 months of age, with a second dose at 4 to 6 
years. One’s health care provider can help them 
determine if early vaccination is appropriate. 
 “Although measles was declared eliminated in 
the U.S. in 2000, international travel continues to 
present a risk,” said Persse. “Staying up to date 
on vaccinations helps protect both individuals 
and the broader community.”
 HHD is actively monitoring the situation and 
urges anyone who develops symptoms of mea-
sles to contact their health care provider before 
visiting a medical facility to prevent potential ex-
posure to others. 
 For more information on measles and vaccina-
tion, visit HoustonHealth.Org or call the Health 
Department at 832-393-4220.

 The Houston Health Department (HHD) has 
confi rmed the city’s third measles case of 2025.
 The case involves an unvaccinated infant who 
was exposed to measles during international 
travel. The infant was hospitalized and has since 
been discharged and is recovering at home. 
 This case is not connected to the measles out-
break in West Texas. This case is not related 
to the two earlier cases of measles reported in 
Houston in January 2025. 
 HHD is actively investigating the case and is 
working to identify anyone who may have been 
exposed to help prevent it from spreading.  
 Measles is a highly contagious virus that 
spreads through respiratory droplets from cough-
ing and sneezing. Symptoms typically appear 7 
to 14 days after exposure and include high fe-
ver, cough, runny nose, red eyes and a distinctive 
rash. Serious complications can occur, especially 
in young children and those with weakened im-
mune systems. 
 Dr. David Persse, chief medical offi cer for 
the City of Houston emphasized the importance 
of vaccination in preventing the spread of mea-
sles. 

Leader seeks submissions
 The South Belt-Ellington Leader encourages 
local schools, groups and individuals to contin-
ue sending story ideas and photos they’d like 
to see included in the newspaper. Submissions 
have declined following the death of Lead-
er publisher Marie Flickinger in November. 
Contributions may be submitted to mynews@
southbeltleader.com.

Knights sell fi sh during Lent
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will 
hold a weekly fi sh fry at St. Luke the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church, 11011 Hall Road, each 
Friday during Lent from 4 to 7 p.m. 
 Dinners will include fried fi sh, fries, hush 
puppies, coleslaw, corn on the cob and iced 
tea for $15. Dine-in or take-out dinners will be 
available. 
 Desserts will also be available for purchase 
at the events, courtesy of Catholic Daughters 
Court 2292.

City holds BOPA event 
 Houston District E City Council Member 
Fred Flickinger, in coordination with the Solid 
Waste Management Department, will host a a 
batteries, oil, paint and antifreeze (BOPA) mo-
bile collection event Saturday, March 29, at the 
Ellington Airport/Clear Lake Neighborhood 
Recycling Center from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 The event is free, open to all City of Houston 
residents and will be held rain or shine. A valid 
Texas driver’s license or other proof of residen-
cy will be required. Business waste will not be 
accepted.
 Many common household materials are con-
sidered hazardous and need special disposal. 
When Household Hazardous Waste is disposed 
of in the trash, it can contaminate landfi lls and 
subsequently the groundwater. This event pro-
vides a safe alternative for residents to rid their 
homes of potentially dangerous materials. 
 Accepted items include household and au-
tomobile batteries, motor oil and fi lters, latex 
paint, antifreeze, large appliances and scrap 
metal. Used motor oil will be limited to 15 gal-
lons. All liquids are required to be in sealed, 
nonleaking containers that are labeled as to 
contents.
 Items not accepted include business, med-
ical and agricultural waste; oil-based paints; 
household trash; alkaline batteries; solvents; 
fl ammables; tires; pesticides; herbicides; and 
other similar hazardous materials.
 Additionally, electronics recycling will not 
be accepted at BOPA-collection events. Elec-
tronics are to be recycled at the city’s eRecy-
cling events, held at the Ellington center the 
second Saturday of each month from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.
 For more information, visit houstontx.gov/
solidwaste/bopa_event.html.

Freeway Manor to meet
 The Freeway Manor Civic Club will hold a 
meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 27, at Bi-
ble Way Church, 10120 Hartsook. Residents of 
Freeway Manor, Sun Valley and Gulfway Ter-
race are encouraged to attend.

Kirkwood to meet March 31 
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 
31, at the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Road near Beltway 8. Meetings are 
typically held for the last Monday of the month. 
For additional information, call Kirkwood Civ-
ic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-
989-9990.

Sagemont election planned
 Sagemont Maintenance Fund will hold its 
annual election at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 1, 
at The Gardens, 12001 Beamer. One director’s 
seat is up for election. The weekly Sagemont 
Civic Club meeting will be held immediately 
after the election. The civic club meeting will 
discuss the upcoming cleanup project.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from SH 96/Calder/
Brittany Bay in League City to FM 519/Main 
Street in La Marque daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.  

Sagemont to meet April 1
 The Sagemont Civic Club will hold a meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 1, at The Gardens, 
12001 Beamer at Hughes. All Sagemont res-
idents/homeowners are invited to attend. The 
meetings typically take place the fi rst Tuesday 
of each month. For additional information, call 
Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 
713-419-3545.

Amoco hosts shredding event
 AMOCO Federal Credit Union along with 
partners Iron Mountain Secure Shredding will 
host a free document shredding event Saturday, 
March 29, at Houston Methodist Clear Lake 
Hospital, 18300 Houston Methodist, from 9 
a.m. to noon. Shredding personal documents 
like fi nancial statements, receipts and bills can 
help prevent identity theft, which has become 
one of the nation’s costliest crimes in recent 
years. Participating residents are asked to have 
documents in a box that is placed in their trunk 
or backseat and to remain inside of their vehi-
cle until greeted by an AMOCO representative 
when dropping off paperwork to shred.

Chamber to host Clear Creek ISD forum
April 1 event to feature At-Large Position B candidates

Houston Health confirms measles case
Travel-related case found in infant marks 3rd this year

St. Luke construction plans moving forward
In the works for 20+ years, new Riverstone campus gets $10M loan from Archdiocese

 At a special meeting Thursday, March 27, the 
Pasadena ISD board of trustees is expected to of-
fi cially confi rm former Thompson Intermediate 
Principal Toni Lopez as the area school district’s 
next superintendent.
 The board had named Lopez the lone fi nalist 
for the position earlier this month but state law re-
quires the school district to wait 21 days before 
hiring its selection.
 Lopez holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
interdisciplinary studies from Texas A&M Uni-
versity and a master’s in educational management 
with principal certifi cation from the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake.
 The career educator has served Pasadena ISD 
for approximately three decades, working in many 
capacities, including both as a teacher and an ad-
ministrator. She most recently served as deputy 
superintendent of Staff and Academic Achieve-
ment. 
 Lopez will replace outgoing Pasadena ISD Su-
perintendent Dr. DeeAnn Powell who announced 
in October she was retiring after serving the 
school district for more than 30 years. Also serv-
ing as both a teacher and an administrator, Powell 
took on the role of superintendent in 2015, mak-

ing history as the school district’s fi rst female su-
perintendent.
 Also a Pasadena ISD graduate, Powell leaves 
behind a lasting lega-
cy.
 Under her leader-
ship, Pasadena ISD 
has consistently been 
recognized at the re-
gional, state and na-
tional levels for aca-
demic excellence and 
support of the arts. 
Last year, Pasadena 
ISD graduated one of 
the largest groups of 
Early College High 
School students in 
the state of Texas; was 
named a Model Professional Learning Communi-
ty (PLC) District by Solution Tree; and awarded 
the Texas Art Educators Association District of 
Distinction and repeatedly acclaimed as one of 
the Best Communities for Music Education.  
 Along with excellence in the classroom, PISD’s 
district Business Department has also been rec-

ognized for excellence in business practices by 
earning a Superior Achievement rating on the Fi-
nancial Integrity Rating System of Texas (FIRST) 
each year of Powell’s tenure.
 Powell oversaw the expansion of a districtwide 
full-day pre-K program at each elementary cam-
pus, a K-12 Dual Language program, expanded 
Early College High School opportunities and the 
implementation of a nationally recognized Per-
sonalized Learning program.
 Powell has been recognized often for her out-
standing leadership during her career. In 2018, she 
was named a Hurricane Harvey Hero, leading the 
district and helping the South Belt and surround-
ing communities in the aftermath of the hurricane. 
She also received the 2018 Learning for Texas 
Award for Outstanding Support from a Superin-
tendent for Professional Learning. In addition, as 

a member of the Team of Eight, Powell and the 
board of trustees were recognized as the Region 4 
Board of the Year and selected as one of fi ve Hon-
or Boards recognized by TASA/TASB in 2019.
 Powell’s additional accomplishments include 
staff raises each year under her direction; One 
to One Technology PK-12; Early College High 
school expanded to all fi ve high schools; ad-
ditional crisis counselors/social workers; Dual 
Language One Way; graduation rate consistent-
ly higher than state average; Deaf Ed program 
implementation; Special Education program im-
provements; and safety and security improve-
ments.
 According to Pasadena ISD offi cials, Powell is 
scheduled to stay for a period of time and work as 
superintendent emeritus with her replacement to 
ensure a smooth transition.

Lopez confirmed new PISD superintendent
Outgoing Pasadena ISD Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn Powell leaves behind lasting legacy

Dr. DeeAnn Powell
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

DeathIn My Opinion

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, March 27, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab computer help. Registration required.
 Thursday, March 27, 4 – 5 p.m. Family Storytime. Registration required.
 Thursday, March 27, 5 – 6 p.m. Weekly English language classes. Registration required.
 Monday, March 31, 11 a.m. – noon. Open lab computer help. Registration required.
 Tuesday, April 1, 4 – 5 p.m. Board games. Registration required.
 Wednesday, April 2, 6 – 7 p.m. Living English classes. Registration required.
Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. 
The library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, March 27, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Friday, March 28, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. AARP free tax services.
 Friday, March 28, 1 – 3 p.m. Diamond painting club. Registration required.
 Saturday, March 29, 10 a.m. – noon. Tai Chi.
 Saturday, March 29, 10 a.m. – noon. Sewing with Bianca. Registration required.
 Monday, March 31, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. AARP free tax services.
 Monday, March 31, 1– 2:30 p.m. ESL conversation club. Registration required
 Monday, March 31, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Book buddies. Registration required.
 Tuesday, April 1, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Wednesday, April 2, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Tai Chi.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://
www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.
net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

 Stuart McKinnon Bur-
den, age 64, passed away 

Stuart 
McKinnon 

Burden

Candidate Harrison 
encourages SJC voting
 Dear Fellow South Belters, I am Judy 
Harrison, and I am running for the San 
Jacinto College Board of Trustees Posi-
tion 3. This is the position Marie Flickinger 
held for 30 years.
 I have lived in the South Belt since the 
late 70’s. I am invested in our communi-
ty. I taught at the original Dobie.  I was 
a member of the faculty at San Jacinto 
College, starting on the Central Campus 
as the Women’s Track & Field coach and 
then moving to the South Campus where 
I developed the soccer and softball pro-
grams, chaired the Curriculum Commit-
tee, and was the interim Dual Credit/Ear-
ly College High School Director.  I started 
the Chamber Fun Run to raise money for 
scholarships. Kay Barbour and I started 
the Family Fun Fest which has become 
Winter Wonderland, a fun community 
event. I resurrected the Education Com-
mittee of the Chamber which sought do-
nations to provide our area elementary 
schools with school uniform polo shirts, 
underwear and socks. The committee 
also held a luncheon for our top 10 grad-
uating students. I have taken over orga-
nizing the July 4th Parade, which we will 
have this year! Davie Flickinger, Cece-
lia Ganje, Judge Delgado, and Consta-
ble Jerry Garcia are helping me with the 
many details. These are examples of my 
many involvements
 Education is not an afterthought or a 
whim (I think I will run for a Trustee posi-
tion) for me.  It is part of who I am, what 
I believe in. I see San Jacinto College as 
vital to our success as individuals and to 
the economic health of our community.
 How can you contribute? VOTE! Ed-
ucate yourself on all the candidates. We 
have School Board elections as well as 
the San Jacinto College Board election. 
It only takes a few minutes to vote, but it 
affects a lifetime of success.
 Check out https://pasadenachamber.
org/meet-the-candidates for more infor-
mation on where the candidates stand 
on a variety of issues.

South Belt Proud,
Judy Harrison, Candidate for Position 3

San Jacinto College Board of Trustees

Ganje advises voters
 If you are voting in the San Jacinto Col-
lege or PISD school elections, please be 
careful and verify all information being 
presented by the candidates. There are 
election ads and pamphlets being distrib-
uted with incorrect information. There are 
statements being made by candidates to 
potential voters that are incorrect.
 The San Jacinto College Board of 
Trustee election has an individual asking 
to be re-elected to a seat that the candi-
date was appointed to by the SJC board 
two months ago. The individual has NEV-
ER been elected by voters. Therefore, the 
candidate cannot be re-elected.
 Advertising states that the candidate 
is endorsed by the board or trustees – 
depending on which piece of advertising 
that you receive. No tax recipient agency 
such as a college/school can endorse a 
candidate. This individual has NO expe-
rience in education. Therefore, I question 
what qualifi cations this person has to of-

fer to a higher education foundation and 
what integrity is being displayed as there 
are so many inaccuracies being present-
ed.
 A perpetual candidate running for the 
Pasadena Independent School District 
school board has made inaccurate state-
ments regarding policies. 
 Proposed changes in school start 
times and food are issues that this candi-
date is concerned with. Concerns for defi -
cits on budgets due to school vouchers 
and how to compensate for the shortages 
should be a major focus for any school 
board candidate.
 Two additional candidates asking to 
be re-elected have shown to be diffi cult 
in working with. Elected members should 
be working together for the betterment of 
the students and their education.  It’s time 
for a change.
 Please educate yourself on what you 
are being told and how they have voted 
on issues.  We should want and expect 
honest people with integrity to manage 
our schools.
 Cecelia Ganje

King: US population 
to decline if zero-
immigration
 The US Census Bureau makes pro-
jections of the US population based on 
various immigration scenarios. Currently 
it publishes four scenarios representing 
a high, low, medium (“main”), and a ze-
ro-immigration rate.
 In its main case, which the Census Bu-
reau considers the most likely scenario, 
the US population is projected to increase 
slowly from its current level of about 338 
million to 369 million by 2080, with an 
average annual growth rate of 0.0163%. 
This scenario assumes that the US will 
allow approximately 1 million immigrants 
to enter the country each year.
 In the high case, which assumes ap-
proximately 1.5 million new immigrants 
each year, the population continues to 
grow for the remainder of the century, 
reaching 435 million by 2100. That rep-
resents an annual growth rate of approx-
imately 0.033%.  However, it is important 
to note that the growth rate gradually de-
clines over that period and approaches 
zero by the end of the century.
 In the low case, which assumes about 
500,000 new immigrants each year, the 
population peaks in 2043 at just under 
346 million, representing a 2.8% increase 
from the current population. By the end of 
the century, the population will fall to 319 
million, a 5% drop.
 But the scenario that really caught my 
attention was the zero-immigration pro-
jection. In this scenario, the US popula-
tion is projected to have already peaked 
and will decline by over 30% by 2100, 
reaching approximately 225 million. That 
was approximately the U.S. population 
in 1980. After 2040, the population is ex-
pected to decline by approximately 1 mil-
lion residents annually. That is the equiva-
lent of losing an Austin every year. By the 
end of the century, the loss is estimated 
to be over 2 million annually.
  If you look at the components of the 
zero-immigration projection, you will see 
that net immigration is a negative number 

South Belt Elementary recognized their teachers and 
paraprofessionals for their hard work and dedication. 
Left to right, are assistant principal Sara Cooper; mu-
sic teacher Colt Dement, New Teacher of the Year; kin-

dergarten teacher Arielle Taylor, Teacher of the Year; 
Miranda Rodriguez, Paraprofessional of the Year; and 
principal Amber Morris.
 Photo submitted

South Belt names teachers of the year

for all years. This is because, contrary to 
what many believe and what is trumpeted 
incessantly on social media, many immi-
grants leave the country every year.
 Many leave voluntarily. A good exam-
ple is when young people come here on 
educational visas and then return to their 
country after completing their education. 
Additionally, contrary to social media lore, 
the US has consistently removed a large 
number of people from the country each 
year. In the last two years, the US has 
been removing about 100,000 immigrants 
per month.
 There is a heavy emphasis on immigra-
tion in these projections because it is the 
most impactful factor on population and 
the most diffi cult to predict. When making 
a population projection, three key vari-
ables must be taken into account: the birth 
rate, the death rate, and immigration. The 
birth and death rates are relatively stable 
and tend to change slowly over time. That 
makes the change in natural population 
(births minus deaths) reasonably predict-
able.
 However, the country can regulate the 
number of people who enter the country. 
The rate of immigration, therefore, de-
pends on the public’s attitude toward im-
migration and how their feelings will be 
refl ected in public policy. That makes the 
immigration variable much more challeng-
ing to predict.
 I think the US will have signifi cantly low-
er immigration rates in the near term. That 
is what the American people want, and it 
was the animating issue in the 2024 elec-
tion. How long the public’s current dower 

view on immigration will last is anyone’s 
guess. Previous anti-immigrant cy-
cles have generally lasted about 10-15 
years.
 However, I am not sure that will be a 
good predictor of this cycle. The country 
has never experienced an anti-immigrant 
cycle with this demographic setup or with 
information moving at the speed it does 
today, or with two dysfunctional parties 
representing the extremes in the country.
 But the attitudes will change. Be-
cause this kind of population loss, or 
even a stagnate population, is going to 
create economic hardships for a wide 
swath of the country. When businesses’ 
growth stagnates, and people see their 
favorite restaurant close because the 
owner cannot fi nd enough help to keep 
it open, or they cannot fi nd anyone to do 
their yard work, attitudes toward immi-
gration will soften.
 For those of you who engage in the 
fantasy that native Americans will back-
fi ll these jobs, let me assure that it is ex-
actly that – a fantasy.  In the zero-immi-
gration scenario, there will only be about 
9 million Americans between the ages 
of 14 and 24 would in 2100. The restau-
rant industry alone employs over 15 mil-
lion people today.
 The American ship of state has a 
massive ballast. It will eventually right 
itself and we will not have a net zero 
immigration policy, at least, not for long. 
But in the meantime, the country is 
about to experience demographics un-
like anything in its history.
 Bill King

St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church is set to break 
ground Saturday, April 5, on its new Family Life Center, 
to be located on the church’s future Riverstone Ranch 
campus. This will mark the second of fi ve buildings (il-
lustrated above) to eventually be erected on the 20-acre 

site across the street from South Belt Elementary and 
the new Thompson Intermediate campus. In the works 
for approximately two decades, construction at the site 
had been on a 10-year hiatus. See related story and pho-
to on Page 1.

St. Luke Riverstone plans move forward

at his home in Scotland on 
Feb. 12, 2025. Stuart was a 
Dobie graduate and worked 
as a union ironworker be-
fore moving back to the UK 
in 2000. Stuart loved riding 
dirt bikes and surfi ng in Gal-
veston. His greatest joy was 
his family. He is survived by 
his mother, Marion Burden; 
sister Gillian Austin and 
husband Rick Austin; chil-
dren Maria Lombardi, Bran-
don Burden and Colin Bur-
den; grandchildren Audrey 
Bonilla, Jose Jr. Bonilla 
and Juliana Bonilla; nephew 
Alec Austin; and niece So-
phie Austin. Stuart’s ashes 
will be laid to rest in Dick-
inson on Friday, March 28, 
2025. He was forever grate-
ful for the love and support 

of his family as well as his 
many friends here in Texas 
and in Grangemouth, Scot-
land.
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Stuchbery announces honor roll, merit roll
 Stuchbery Elementary 
School offi cials have an-
nounced the third nine-weeks 
honor roll and merit roll for 
the 2024-2025 school year.

Third grade
Honor roll

 Sophia Banda, Bray-

lon Jenkins and Sophia 
Velazquez.

Merit roll
 Leonardo Batiste, Made-
lyn Jimenez, Bryan Hui and 
Abigail Rangel.

Fourth grade
Honor roll

  Olivia Brito, Macie Sali-
nas, Sophia Pachon, Antho-
ny Nazario, Alan Cummings, 
Sophia Turrubiartes, Kiyomi 
Anderson, Jiselle Guevara, 
Miguel Perez, Miguel Ama-
ya, Alex Nguyen, Katalyna 
Chapa and Jackelin Flores.

Merit roll
 Zahir Bhalai, Peyton 
Broussard, Anabella Amezc-
ua, Vy Le, Elias Gomez, Ju-
lian Paz, Paulino Tovar, Ka-
tie Garza, America Paredes, 
Ethan Thompson, Santiago 
Lara and Dante Segovia.

Atkinson celebrates Teacher, 
Paraprofessional of the year

Atkinson Elementary announced their teacher and paraprofessional of the year. Mandy 
Ramirez (left) is an instructional paraprofessional who works with students in small 
groups during Partners in Education time. Tracy Nguyen is a fourth-grade reading 
teacher. Nguyen also helps as a sponsor with the chess and A+ UIL academics clubs.

CCRW meets April 4
 The Clear Creek Republican Women Group (CCRW) 
is holding their monthly luncheon meeting on April 4 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at La Brisa Mexican Grille, 
501 N. Wesley Drive, League City.
 Founder of Texas Latino Conservative (TLC) Orlan-
do Sanchez, will be the guest speaker. Register today at 
https://clearcreekrw.org. Cost of the luncheon is $20.

Seniors Helping Seniors 
seeks seniors in need

 Organizers of the annual Seniors Helping Seniors event 
are seeking input in identifying local parties deserving of a 
free home overhaul.
 Now in its 17th year, the charitable program pairs area 
high school seniors with local senior citizens in need of mi-
nor home repairs, primarily exterior painting.
 The endeavor is a joint project between Dobie High and 
local sponsors, including Sagemont Church. Students provide 
the manpower, while sponsors provide the necessary materi-
als. Each year, approximately 100 student volunteers step up 
to help restore the homes of three to fi ve local senior citizens. 
The event will take place Friday, May 2. Military veterans are 
also eligible to participate in the program.
 Anyone who knows of a potential recipient may contact 
Sawyer at 281-382-1217.

MASTER PLAN - BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS & SQUARE FOOTAGE
EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE:
1. Cenacle Building 10,000 SF
2a. Parking Lot A (77 spaces) 38,100 SF
2b. Driveway 11,450 SF
NEW CONSTRUCTION:
3. Family Life Center 25,845 SF
4. Parking Lot B (82 spaces) 34,660 SF
5. Bell Tower 400 SF
6. Parking Lot C (56 spaces) 17,234 SF
7. Church (1500 seats) 32,000 SF

8. Administration Building 8,000 SF
9. CCE Building 15,000 SF
10. Chapel (250 seats) 10,000 SF
11. Pavilion 5,600 SF
12. Maintenance Building 6,000 SF
13. Detention Area / Event Lawn 62,500 SF
14. Outdoor Playground 3,500 SF
15a. Parking Lot D (227 spaces) 83,000 SF
15b. Parking Lot E (208 spaces) 77,800 SF
16a. Front Drop-Off Drive 7,417 SF

16b. Back Drop-Off Drive 3,577 SF
17. Driveway 9,884 SF
18. Parking Lot F (51 spaces) 25,815 SF 
19a. Future Road Driveway 3,530 SF 
19b. Future Road Driveway 3,530 SF
20. Detention Area expansion
POTENTIAL FUTURE EXPANSION:
21. FLC Future Expansion 15,800 SF
22. CCE Future Expansion 10,000 SF

Adv. Paid for by the Salvador Serrano Jr Campaign, Esmeralda Serrano, Treasurer.
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For tickets & Hotel Packages

409.744.4673
moodygardens.org

FREE PARKING!

A Celebration of Art, Music and Island Fun

MOODY
GARDENS

The Art of Music Experience
Now Open
Explore this stunning exhibit that reveals the 
stories behind iconic album cover art ranging 
from Pink Floyd and Madonna to the Foo Fighters 
and much more. See large-scale, original hand-
painted artwork, neon displays, live painting and 
a variety of activities 

Lasting Impressions 3D
Now Open

Over 100 famous Impressionist masterpieces 
come to life in immersive 3D! Sit with Renoir’s 

guests, float over Monet’s lilies, and soar 
through Van Gogh’s Starry Night!

Pyramid Kids Camps: May 26 - August 8
Camp includes attraction experiences per day 
(weather dependent); with different program activities, 
ambassador animal presentations, games, crafts, 
and experiments making every camp day unique!

Spring & Summer Junior Golf Camps
Perfect for ages 8-13! Kids will delve into 

golf fundamentals, rules, and etiquette, 
while enjoying hands-on practice 

on the course and range.

Hotel Packages 
& Guided Tours
Enjoy a Spring Break Getaway on Galveston Island. Explore the 
Moody Gardens attractions and fun new guided tours. Choose from 
spa, golf and encounters to meet a penguin, giant river otter and 
other special animal experiences and plan the perfect escape! 

m 

Third-graders (left to right) Anthony Ybarra, Ivy Gonzalez, Mya Da-
vis-Sosa and Jeyko de Hoyos

Frazier announces February mathematicians of the month

Second-graders (left to right) Jordan Jimenez, Cassandra Vega and Paulinna 
Garcia

Pre-K students Brisa Cavazos (left) and Aniyah Rodriguez
First graders (left to right) Mialani Watts, Abraham Hernandez, Makonnen Armstrong 
and Cash Pendleton

Frazier Elementary School has awarded students from each grade with Mathematician of the Month certifi cates for outstanding math progress. 

Left to right, are fourth-graders (front row) Dominic 
Pena and Jesus Mesta, (back row) Hailie Rodriguez, 

Second-grader
Greyson Escobedo

ECSE 
Mya Narvaes

Kindergartener 
Adrian Aldaba

Second-grader 
Omar Estimbo

Levi Selwyn Stephens and Gianna Barron.

Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers
 The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers (CCART) will hold its April meeting 
on Tuesday, April 8. The meetings are held at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 NASA 
Parkway, in Seabrook. The featured speaker is Russian translator, Anya Ezhevskaya, present-
ing “Taking the Next Step.” The association will conduct a book sale with proceeds going to 
the Children’s Book Project.
 The meeting will start at 9:30 a.m. with a social gathering for coffee and cookies. The 
business meeting will begin at 10 a.m. All Texas-retired school employees from the area are 
invited. Annual dues are $50.

Thompson Intermediate announced their January Teacher of the Month. Jennifer 
Perez (left) was voted on by her peers. Left to right, are Perez (seventh-grade science 
teacher), Tanis Griffi n (principal) and Arianna Ibarra ( science instructional coach).

Thompson recognizes January 
Teacher of the Month



Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Nicole

45 years ago (1980)
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District board 
voted to reject bids to repair 
fi re damage at Burnett Ele-
mentary and rebid the job.
 Ribbon-cutting ceremo-
nies were held for the new 
Palmer Drug Abuse Pro-
gram’s South Belt offi ce.
 The Southeast Volunteer 
Fire Department report-
ed they had responded to a 
record 26 calls in 25 days 
during March.
 A farewell reception was 
planned for the Rev. and  
Mrs. Vic Johnson of King of 
Glory Lutheran Church. The 
Johnsons were moving to 
Dayton, Iowa, for a new as-
signment.

40 years ago (1985)
 Burger King decided to 
build a restaurant on Scars-
dale and Chickwood in front 
of the Sagewood Shopping 
Center. The corporation 
agreed to keep its sign under 
25 feet, as recommended by 
MUD 13.

35 Years ago (1990)
 Ribbon-cutting ceremo-
nies celebrated the opening 
of the Harris County Annex 
on Scarsdale at Beamer.
 Friendswood Mayor Paul 
Schrader helped to form the 
Brio/DOP Leadership Group 
in an effort to answer com-
munity questions concern-
ing the South Belt area toxic 
waste dumps.
 At least two suits were 
fi led by former tenants 
against the owners and man-
agement of the Scarsdale 
Village Shopping Center for 
alleged breaches of contract.
 The South Belt Civic Coa-
lition planned a public meet-
ing to answer area residents’ 
questions about water service 
and rates.

30 years ago (1995)
 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District called a 
meeting to receive public in-

put regarding school bound-
aries.
 The Texas Department of 
Transportation announced 
that construction on the 
Fuqua Park  & Ride would 
soon begin.
 South Belt optometrist Dr. 
B. J. Garner attended fi ghter 
pilot school at Kingsley Air 
Force Base in Oregon.
 J. Frank Dobie students 
helped stuff several thousand 

eggs for the upcoming Easter 
egg hunt at El Franco Lee 
Park.

25 years ago (2000)
 Patrol Sgt. Larry Petty 
was credited with the speedy 
apprehension of burglars who 
broke into a next-door neigh-
bor’s home.
 Dr. Allison Cambre, pas-
tor of Cokesbury Methodist 
Church, was offi cially trans-
ferred to West University 

United Methodist Church.
 Audra “Audi” Resendez, 
19, was to compete in the 
Miss Texas Pageant.

20 years ago (2005)
 After an undefeated sea-
son, the Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate School academic 
team continued to the Nation-
al Academic League’s nation-
al tournament.
 No decision had been an-
nounced by PISD whether 

the controversial book “For-
ever” would be removed 
from school libraries.
 Three unidentifi ed males 
reportedly robbed a beauty 
shop on Scarsdale.
 The League City City 
Council voted to improve and 
expand Palomino Lane into a 
four-lane divided highway. 
Approval was needed in or-
der to further the progress of 
CCISD’s fourth high school.

 Toan Tran and Haley 
O’Neill were honored as 
outstanding male and female 
students at San Jacinto Col-
lege South’s annual student 
awards ceremony.

15 years ago (2010)
 John Ralph Ruff, 51, of 
League City was killed in a 
single-vehicle motorcycle 
accident in the 12600 block 
of Beltway 8. Ruff was riding 
a 2006 Harley Davidson 

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO GEORGE RISNER
 Best wishes for a happy birthday are sent to 
George Risner, former Harris County Justice 
of the Peace, Pct. 2, Place 2, who celebrates a 
birthday March 27 from the Leader staff.

JUDY CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent 
March 30 from friends and the Leader staff to 
Judy Harrison, former staff member at San 
Jacinto College.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CLINT!
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to former Precinct 2 Officer Clint Brown who 
celebrates a birthday Saturday, April 1, from 
friends and the Leader staff.

ROSE MARKS 87 YEARS
 Rose Hardy, longtime resident of Sage-
meadow and St. Luke Catholic Church, is sent 
special blessings for her birthday April 2 from 
family and friends.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff of the 
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays March 27 through April 2.

Atkinson Elementary
 Special birthday greetings are sent to 
Jennifer Youngblood March 27. Light the 
birthday candles March 28 for Lizette Arzate. 
April 2 is a day of celebration for Melissa 
Chapman for her birthday. 

Burnett Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Vanacia 
Barner March 27. Remember to wish Melissa 
Hickman a happy birthday March 28.

 Birthday wishes are sent to Jacob Watson 
on March 28. Blow out the birthday candles for 
Angi Watkins April 1. Warm birthday greetings 
are sent to Clarence McNeill for his birthday 
April 2.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, March 27: Chad Rivers, Erica 
Torres-Saenz, Eudosio Salinas, Cheryl 
Woods, Donna Hanson, Joan Zuñiga, 
Sharon Finney and Jimmy Massicott; Friday, 
March 28: Moses Mondragon, Jennifer 
Blake and Zina Corpus; Saturday, March 
29: Melissa Oliviea, Marquice Scott, Adam 
Stringer, Mary Wilms, Veronica Rivera 
and Bobby Rodriguez; Sunday, March 30: 
Marilynn Kiel, John Berlitz, Gina Escobar, 
Michelle Matzahn, Walter Luna and Kristin 
Baxter; Monday, March 31: Sabita Harnamji, 
Beth McDonald, Marsha Flournoy, Ami 
Havivy, Sabine Jones, Eric Schwab, Gilbert 
Marlowe, Cheryl Padora, Eliza Gillock, Gloria 
Bustamante and Sandy Cline; Tuesday, 
April 1: Sharon Lay, Carol Baccaro, Charlie 
Heaton and Natasha Logan; and Wednesday, 
April 2: Raven Brooks, Minerva Segovia, 
Stephen Hooper, Mona Valerio, Suzette 
Corona, Yvette Cheatwood, Cathy White, 
Edward Gish and Lisa Bourque;

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 For birthdays, “Friends Celebrate Birthdays” 
or announcements email to mynews@south-
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line by 
Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Bush Elementary
 Blow out the candles March 31 for April 
Salazar.

Frazier Elementary
 March 30 is the day for a fun celebration for 
Alazay Angeles. 

Genoa Elementary
 Birthday wishes go out to Livinia Johnson 
April 2.

Hancock Elementary
 Diamond Buckley and Jillian Fernandez 
celebrate a birthday March 31.

Meador Elementary
 Blow out the candles March 29 on a birthday 
cake for Cecelia Stewart.

Moore Elementary
 Birthday wishes go out to Leydi Bonilla 
March 28. 

South Belt Elementary
 Send a happy birthday wish March 27 to 
Diana Arteaga. Mackenzie Watson celebrates 
a birthday March 28.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting March 30 to Daniela 
Cruz.

Melillo Middle School
 Lola Martinez enjoys a birthday March 31.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Brandon Bryant celebrates a birthday April 
1.

Thompson Intermediate
 Shaurice Spellman marks a birthday March 
27.

Dobie High

motorcycle traveling west 
when he lost control on the 
I-45 South connector ramp 
causing him to go down strik-
ing the concrete.
 Clear Brook seniors Brian 
Lemke and Karl Schaefer 
were named fi nalists in the 
2010 competition for 
National Merit Scholarships.

10 years ago (2015)
 A Clear Brook High 
School student was transport-
ed by LifeFlight to the Chil-
dren’s Memorial Hermann 
Hospital after being stabbed 
by another student March 
26. According to Clear Creek 
Independent School District 
offi cials, the ninth-grade 
student was stabbed with a 
folding pocket knife in the 
leg, abdomen and neck. The 
10th-grade student suspected 
in the stabbing was taken into 
police custody.
 On March 30, Sagemead-
ow resident Charles Jordan 
was one of 20 people nation-
wide to be recognized by the 
Carnegie Hero Fund Com-
mission. Jordan was hon-
ored for his selfl ess actions 
that likely saved the life of 
a dog-attack victim, Monica 
Garza, the previous year.

5 years ago (2020)
 While there were still no 
known COVID-19 cases in 
the immediate South Belt 
area, fears over the virus con-
tinued to grow, as there were 
now 134 reported cases in 
Harris County, including 55 
in the City of Houston. The 
Houston Health Department 
on March 20 opened its fi rst 
of four drive-thru testing 
centers. The site was initial-
ly available to only fi rst-re-
sponders with symptoms, be-
fore opening up to residents 
65 or older with symptoms. 
With school now out, the city 
and local school districts be-
gan to provide free meals to 
area youths at local parks and 
campuses. Memorial Her-

mann Health System mod-
ifi ed its visitor policy by re-
ducing the number of visitors 
per patient, limiting visita-
tion hours and implementing 
workforce screening. Harris 
County closed all of its offi c-
es, including the annex locat-
ed at Scarsdale and Beamer, 
until further notice.

1 year ago (2024)
 At a March 25 ceremony, 
local law enforcement offi cer 
Mike Kritzler from Harris 
County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble Jerry Garcia’s offi ce was 
promoted from captain to 
assistant chief. According to 
Precint 2 offi cials, Kritzler is 
now second in command to 
only Garcia and will oversee 
the department’s day-to-day 
operations.
 An investigation into 
two recent thefts from the 
construction site of a char-
ter school in Riverstone 
Ranch led to multiple felony 
charges. A pair of thefts the 
previous month at the site 
targeted expensive construc-
tion equipment, with a value 
totaling more than $100,000. 
The case was handed over to 
the Precinct 2 Special Op-
erations Unit, and with the 
help of surveillance footage 
from local businesses, inves-
tigators were able to track 
the suspects to a residence in 
the Clinton Park neighbor-
hood located in the northeast 

portion of the precinct. With 
assistance from the Hous-
ton Police Department Auto 
Theft and Precinct 8 consta-
ble’s offi ce, deputies with the 
Precinct 2 Special Operations 
Unit executed a search war-
rant on the residence Thurs-
day, March 7. During this 
search, four stolen vehicles, 
a stolen Polaris all-terrain 
vehicle and a stolen trail-
er – totaling approximately 
$200,000 in value – were all 
recovered from the residence. 
In addition, numerous illegal 
weapons (handguns and ri-
fl es) were located at the res-
idence along with narcotics 
in the form of marijuana and 
counterfeit Adderall. Alberto 
Tovar, 31, was arrested and 
charged with felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
with intent to deliver, a felon 
in possession of a fi rearm and 
felony theft. Brittany Garza, 
29, was charged with felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to deliv-
er. Construction of the cam-
pus had been a controversial 
topic for years, as work had 
been halted numerous times, 
leaving behind what neigh-
bors describe as an eyesore. 
The campus had also been the 
target of multiple civil and 
criminal legal cases. While 
work on the school remained 
under construction, its future 
plans remained unclear.

 The following Clear 
Creek ISD candidate ques-
tionnaire runs unedited, as 
it was originally published 
by the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce: 

At-Large Position B
Candidate: Scott Bowen 

(incumbent)
 What is your occupa-
tion? Chemical engineer.
 How many years have 
you been a resident of 
CCISD? 31 years (except 
time in college).
 Why are you running 
for a seat on the school 
board? We’ve improved 
a lot over the time I have 
been on the board – since I 
was elected we have started 
having real discussions and 
debates over the issues we 
face. I now have the expe-
rience to continue driving 
real improvement and to 
guide the district through 
hard decisions we may face 
in the near future.
 How have you con-
tributed to CCISD in the 
past? I’ve served on the 
Board for the past six years. 
Additionally, I am a mem-
ber of several PTAs and 
volunteer for student events 
when I can make a positive 
impact. I’m also a current 
taxpayer and a graduate of 
the district, as are most of 
my family.
 What experiences do 
you have in serving on 
a governance board or 
in another capacity that 
would qualify you to be a 
trustee? Two terms serving 
on the board have taught 
me an incredible amount 
about overseeing an organi-
zation as large as the school 
district, and the distinc-
tion between oversight and 
management. During that 
time we dealt with diffi cult 
policy questions such as re-
opening after COVID, bud-
get challenges, and hiring a 
Superintendent (Dr. Karen 
Engle). I’ve learned how to 
use this role to initiate im-
provement, not just approve 
of what is put in front of 
me.
 What are the most im-
portant issues that CCISD 
and its Board of Trustees 
must address in the next 
three years? Declining 
Enrollment – Demographic 
projections show CCISD 
losing about 3,500 students 
over the next ten years. 
This is because the district 
is largely built out: older 
neighborhoods have fewer 
children, and new subdivi-
sions are being built outside 
the borders of the district 
in Santa Fe and Dickinson 
ISDs. We need to offer bet-
ter, competitive programs 
to ensure parents still want 
to enroll their children in 
CCISD. Also, I wrote a new 
open enrollment policy that 

will allow students outside 
the district to fi ll empty 
spots – we need to be sure 
this is faithfully implement-
ed. Funding – While a lot 
depends on the legislature 
and enrollment, absent ad-
ditional funding we are 
showing signifi cant defi cits 
in the next few years. We 

need to rebuild the program 
audit process to trim inef-
fective and underutilized 
programs while ensuring 
our core instructional pro-
grams and beloved extra-
curriculars are not impacted 
by cuts. Also, any addition-
al funding needs to be spent 
in the classroom, on pay for 
teachers and staff, not on 
administration and waste. 
We need to avoid wasteful 
bond projects and contin-
ue lowering taxes, as we 
have for the past six years 
I have been on the board. 
Discipline – Post-COVID, 
student behavior has gotten 
worse and it is impacting 
the classroom environment. 
There are a lot of causes for 
this, including device de-
pendence and social media, 
but in the immediate term 
we need to ensure bullying 
is addressed quickly and 
that we take a zero-toler-
ance approach to drug use 
(especially vaping). Read-
ing – We have already re-
turned phonics to reading 
education and we are see-
ing good results. We need 
to ensure students are read-
ing actual physical books 
– not excerpts. A classical 
literary canon like the one 
we grew up with is essential 
for passing along American 
culture to the next genera-
tion and needs to be brought 
back. We also need to bring 
back reward programs for 
elementary students who go 
above and beyond reading 
books in their free time.
 What are the most im-
portant issues facing pub-
lic education in Texas? 
Regardless of what hap-
pens in the Legislature, the 
reality is that parents have 
more options than ever both 
within and outside of public 
education, and those will 
continue to expand. We as 
a district need to compete 
and ensure our programs 
and culture are world-class 

so that our parents continue 
to trust CCISD with their 
children’s education.
 On a scale of 1 (Terri-
ble) to 10 (Fantastic), how 
would you rate CCISD 
overall? Explain. While 
there are always things that 
can improve, I rate us a 10. 
I’ve been to many statewide 
conferences and met trust-
ees, administrators, teach-
ers, and parents--while 
some have unique ideas, 
and we should always 
seek to learn from anyone 
we can, most of them are 
far behind us both in their 
programs and the way 
their boards operate. Some 
people may disagree with 
that, but I would ask if the 
grass is really greener on 
the other side--I have never 
encountered a district that 
I felt was operating better 
than we are in a comprehen-
sive way.
 What, if anything, 
might CCISD do to im-
prove student achieve-
ment to ensure students 
who graduate are pre-
pared for work, college 
or the military? We are 
already improving this 
considerably and you will 
see it in our next round of 
accountability results. The 
key is individual attention 
for each student--keeping 
track of where they are on 
their path in high school 
and ensuring they take the 
right tests to qualify for col-
lege (even community col-
lege), enroll in CTE classes, 
or whatever else best sets 
them up for a solid future 
beyond graduation.
 Teacher retention is a 
signifi cant issue across the 
State of Texas. What are 
your recommendations 
for CCISD to keep its best 
teachers? Competitive pay 
is key. We have increased 
pay for several years in a 
row and will continue as 
long as budgets allow us to. 
Beyond that, we need to en-
sure that teachers feel sup-
ported in their classrooms. 
That means administrators 
need to support them when 
it comes to student disci-
pline, and also offer good 
opportunities for profes-
sional growth.
 What is your vision for 
public education? I was 
one of the board members 
who participated in writ-
ing our vision statement: 
“Empowering every stu-
dent with a world-class 
education that ignites pas-
sions and fuels endeavors.” 
I agree with every word of 
it. The future of education 
is that we will offer more 
and better opportunities for 
each individual student to 
grow and succeed. Public 
school should be an envi-
ronment where students 

are encouraged to try new 
things, rewarded when they 
succeed, and supported 
when they don’t. We have 
to innovate constantly or we 
will fall behind.
 Like many Texas school 
districts, CCISD has faced 
a budget crunch. Explain. 
a. What recommenda-
tions would you make to 
CCISD to maintain a bal-
anced budget? b. Where 
should CCISD invest 
more resources? c. What 
budgetary items should be 
cut or eliminated?
a. Aside from what the Leg-
islature does, enrollment is 
key. Funding is based on 
enrollment, and our enroll-
ment has been dropping. 
The more we can fi ght that 
or even turn it around, the 
better off we will be, and I 
think it involves doing all 
of the above (in the previ-
ous answers) and attracting 
students through our new 
Open Enrollment program. 
b. In keeping with (a), we 
should invest in new and
innovative programs that 
give students a reason to 
stay with us. We should in-
vest our resources strategi-
cally in programs that con-
tinue to make us better. c. 
Any programs that see lim-
ited use or are not effective. 
In order to determine those, 
we need to return to com-
prehensive program audits 
(something we lost during 
COVID and administrative 
turnovers during that era). 
We won’t know what is 
there until we start looking.
 Many say that public 
education has become 
polarized. Name one con-
troversial issue facing 
CCISD and state your 
position on that issue. 
The true divide on school 
boards is not partisan or 
even political--it’s rubber 
stamps vs people who actu-
ally want to change things, 
initiate ideas, and respond 
to parents. I’m solidly in 
the latter camp. One issue 
that gets a lot of attention 
is library books, but I look 
at it from a different angle. 
My concern is that children 
everywhere aren’t reading 
as much as they used to, 
and nobody seems to be en-
couraging them to. We need 
to return to required reading 
lists and eliminate “read-
er-writer workshops” that 
seem to allow too many stu-
dents to slip through with-
out ever reading anything 
from the classical literary 
canon we all grew up with.
 If elected, what would 
you want your legacy to 
be? I get to watch thou-
sands of students graduate 
every year. If I’m doing 
my job, they will learn 
more, achieve more, and 
experience more than they 

otherwise would have, and 
always remember their time 
in CCISD schools as posi-
tive and challenging. Build-
ings will be renovated and 
policies will change; our 
students and graduates are 
the only legacy that actually 
matters.
 Why should someone 
vote for you? For the same 
reason I’m running--I have 
the experience and vision 
necessary to keep inno-
vating and also hold our 
district accountable to stu-
dent success and parental 
input. This is a position 
that requires active effort 
and constant attention. It’s 
not enough to just sit in a 
seat and vote--you need to 
constantly be bringing new 
ideas and new views to the 
table in order to keep us 
moving forward, and I’m 
the only one in this race 
who does.
 What additional in-
formation would you like 
voters to know about 
you? I am a true product of 
CCISD schools, having at-
tended and graduated from 
Ward Elementary, Webster 
Intermediate and Clear 
Lake High School. My fi ve 
siblings and I participated 
in the WAVE program. I 
went on to graduate from 
Texas A&M and returned to 
Clear Lake to make a home 
and career as a chemical 
engineer, later receiving a 
Master’s degree from Rice 
University. I am a mem-
ber of Clear Lake Baptist 
Church, an Eagle Scout, 
and an avid runner.
Candidate: Rebecca Lil-

ley
 What is your occupa-
tion? Director of Com-
munity and Physician 
Engagement, Memorial 
Hermann
 How many years have 
you been a resident of 
CCISD? 35 years.
 Why are you running 
for a seat on the school 
board? I have a passion for 
public education and mak-
ing our community the best 
it can be. I want the stu-
dents of CCISD to have ev-
ery opportunity for success 
and desire to advocate and 
support the students and ed-
ucators of CCISD. My en-
tire career and personal life 
have been spent in some 
form of community and 
public service. As a moth-
er I have walked in parent’s 
shoes. I want to work for 
the students and educators 
of the district to keep this 
as a District of Choice for 
families looking to move 
into the area. To me, every 
student, teacher and staff 
member of CCISD is fam-
ily and family deserves the 
best. I understand the lega-
cy of world class education 

that CCISD has established 
and am passionate about 
ensuring every classroom is 
a place of opportunity, ev-
ery educator is supported 
and every child is given the 
tools to succeed.
 How have you con-
tributed to CCISD in the 
past? My commitment to 
the students and educators 
of CCISD started when my 
son, Trent, began kinder-
garten at Ed White. From 
being room mother, taking 
fi eld trips, FFA Booster 
Club president and joining 
PTA I have supported the 
district for many years. In 
addition, I have served on 
the Board and Executive 
Board of the Clear Creek 
Education Foundation. I 
have recently returned to 
the Board. I been a mem-
ber of the CCISD Citizens 
Finance Advisory Commit-
tee and the District Educa-
tion Instruction Committee. 
I am currently a member of 
the Clear Lake High School 
PTA and SEPTA (Special 
Education PTA).
 What experiences do 
you have in serving on 
a governance board or 
in another capacity that 
would qualify you to be 
a trustee? I have served 
on multiple boards, gain-
ing extensive experience 
in board dynamics, deci-
sion-making, and strate-
gic planning. I understand 
every board faces tough 
decisions and every board 
member brings a unique 
perspective. Through col-
laboration, trust and re-
spect, we have successfully 
worked through challenges 
that serve the best inter-
est of the organization. My 
board experiences have pre-
pared me to be an effective 
and solution driven trustee 
who prioritizes student suc-
cess, educator support and 
the long term success of our 
district.
 Experience includes:
 – Chairman of the Board 
of the Clear Lake Area. 
Friendswood, League City 
and South Belt Ellington 
Chambers of Commerce.
 – Currently Treasurer 
of the San Jacinto College 
Foundation Board. Board 
member since 2019.
 – 2024/25 President of 
the Galveston County Ag-
gie Moms. Vice President 
of Fundraising 2021/22.
 – Secretary of the Clear 
Creek Education Founda-
tion Board 2018, 2019.
 – Past Board member, 
Adult Education Center, 
Pearland, TX.
 – Multiple trips to Austin 
to advocate for health care 
and public education.
 What are the most im-
portant issues that CCISD 
and its Board of Trustees 

must address in the next 
three years? 1. Funding of 
public education. 2. Declin-
ing enrollment 3. School 
safety including classroom 
behavioral issues 
 What are the most 
important issues facing 
public education in Tex-
as? Texas education faces 

challenges including school 
funding issues, teacher re-
tention and shortages, and 
concerns about student per-
formance and preparedness, 
as well as debates around 
testing and school choice.
 On a scale of 1 (Terri-
ble) to 10 (Fantastic), how 
would you rate CCISD 
overall? Explain. I would 
rate CCISD a 9. CCISD has 
done a good job evaluating 
student needs and providing 
for a variety of pathways for 
success. Whether a student 
is pursuing a career in the 
military, trade school, col-
lege or entering the work-
force, the district offers 
strong programs to support 
their goals. In addition the 
district has a strategic plan 
for 2025-30, Vision 2030 
and the board sets goals 
annually. The district also 
does a great job of engaging 
parents and the community 
and asking for input
 What, if anything, 
might CCISD do to im-
prove student achieve-
ment to ensure students 
who graduate are pre-
pared for work, college or 
the military? 1. Strength-
ening career and college 
readiness programs. 2. 
Enhancing accountability 
and program evaluation 3. 
Supporting educators with 
the resources, training and 
support needed to deliver 
high-quality instruction.
 Teacher retention is a 
signifi cant issue across the 
State of Texas. What are 
your recommendations 
for CCISD to keep its best 
teachers? In a 2024 Teach-
er poll by the Charles Butt 
Foundation 78 percent of 
teachers stated they are se-
riously considering leav-
ing the classroom. Teacher 
retention is key. Listening 
to teachers – establish reg-
ular forums for teachers to 
share ideas and concerns. 
Ensure their feedback leads 

to tangible practices that 
show their voices mat-
ter. Competitive Salaries 
and Benefi ts – ensure that 
CCISD remains competi-
tive in teacher pay and ben-
efi ts, including health care, 
retirement contributions 
and incentives for experi-
enced educators. Respect 
and Support for Teachers 
– foster a culture where 
teachers feel valued by 
publicly recognizing their 
contributions, reducing un-
necessary administrative 
burdens and ensuring they 
have a voice in decision 
making. Addressing class-
room challenges – provide 
more support for teachers 
dealing with behavioral and 
discipline issues. Profes-
sional growth and Leader-
ship Opportunities – Offer 
clear pathways for career 
advancement, mentorship 
programs and high quality 
professional development 
to help teachers grow. Re-
tention is more than just pay 
– it’s about where teachers 
feel respected, supported 
and empowered.
 What is your vision for 
public education? I envi-
sion a system where every 
student, educator and parent 
takes pride in their schools 
- a system that provides the 
foundation for lifelong suc-
cess. Every student should 
graduate fully prepared for 
their future whichever path-
way they take.
 Like many Texas school 
districts, CCISD has 
faced a budget crunch. 
Explain. a. What recom-
mendations would you 
make to CCISD to main-
tain a balanced budget? 
b. Where should CCISD 
invest more resources? 
c. What budgetary items 
should be cut or eliminat-
ed? a. Continue the work 
that is currently being done 
to prioritize the priorities 
of the stake holders for the 
budget cycle. b. Every dol-
lar spent should be spent in 
a way that directly benefi ts 
students, supports educa-
tors and directly enhanc-
es overall performance. c. 
Comprehensive evaluation 
of all expenditures to en-
sure funds are allocated to 
the highest priority needs 
- those that directly impact 
student success, teacher 
support and district opera-
tions.
 Many say that public 
education has become po-
larized. Name one contro-
versial issue facing CCISD 
and state your position on 
that issue. CCISD has ad-
dressed the issue of book 
bans head on. The district 
has put measures in place 
to encourage parent input 
and involve key stake hold-
ers (teachers, librarians, ad-

ministrators) to collaborate 
towards mutually benefi cial 
solutions. I support this ap-
proach because when stu-
dents read about characters 
and stories that refl ect their 
backgrounds, cultures and 
identities, it fosters a sense 
of belonging. It also helps 
build empathy and under-
standing.
 If elected, what would 
you want your legacy 
to be? I want it to be evi-
dent that I brought my ex-
perience to the board and 
strengthened the ability to 
work collaboratively and 
effectively for the best out-
comes for students and ed-
ucators. Most importantly 
I want to know that every 
student felt empowered to 
pursue their dreams.
 Why should someone 
vote for you? I have the 
experience, passion, and 
dedication to serve the 
students and educators of 
CCISD effectively. For 35 
years, I have been deeply 
involved in the district in 
many capacities – serving 
on committees, advocat-
ing for students and work-
ing alongside educators. 
This fi rsthand knowledge 
gives me a well-rounded 
perspective on what makes 
our schools successful and 
where we can improve. I 
have a proven track record 
of tackling tough issues on 
boards and fi nding solutions 
through collaboration and 
leadership. I understand the 
importance of working with 
all stakeholders – parents, 
teachers, administrators 
and community members 
to keep CCISD strong and 
forward thinking. The re-
lationships I have built 
over the years enhance my 
ability to serve as a board 
member and ensure that 
CCISD remains the district 
of choice in Texas. I am 
dedicated to working for, 
and advocating on behalf 
of the students, educators 
and parents of our district. 
Every decision I make will 
be guided by their best in-
terests ensuring that CCISD 
remains a place where stu-
dents thrive, educators feel 
valued, and parents are en-
gaged in their children’s ed-
ucation.
 What additional in-
formation would you like 
voters to know about you? 
I am ready to get to work 
for the students and edu-
cators of CCISD! With my 
experience, passion, and 
deep commitment, I will 
work tirelessly to ensure 
our schools remain safe, 
well-funded, and academ-
ically strong. I believe in 
collaboration, listening to 
all voices and making in-
formed decisions that put 
students fi rst.

CCISD At-Large Position B candidates respond to questions
South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce to host April 1 forum for candidates in May 3 board election

Scott Bowen Rebecca Lilley
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 4/15/25.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
School-age Program 
(Kindergarten and Up)

We pick up from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, and  
Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
Ask about our 
Introductory 
Specials

Join our martial arts family today!
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.

THE EXPERIENCE  
YOU NEED.  

THE NAME YOU TRUST.

281-464-SOLD (7653)

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  316 W. NASA PARKWAY

League City • 281-334-2175  2951 MARINA BAY DR. STE. 150
Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Lunch Specials
Dine in • To-Go • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

McLaurin earns medals

Kamryn McLaurin of Clear Brook ramped up 
her competition level in advance of the postseason 
of the high school track and field season as she 
won the gold medal in the high jump at the Rock-
hold Relays in Baytown March 20 and days later 
brought home a silver medal for second place at 
the Prairie View A&M University High School 
Championships at 5 feet, 4 inches. Conroe’s Eva 
Lantagne was the high school girls’ division gold 
medalist as she made her way over the 5-6 mark. 
McLaurin, also a two-time Defensive Player of 
the Year award winner on the varsity basketball 
court, was a 6A-state high jump qualifier in 2024.

Dobie’s Canales excels at state powerlifting

Dobe freshman Jaxson Canales (center) compet-
ed in the Texas High School Powerlifting Associ-
ation’s state championships March 22 in Abilene, 
coming up with a total of 875 pounds (squat, 
bench press and deadlift) in his weight class to 

finish off a terrific season representing the Long-
horns. Those with Canales in Abilene included 
coach Rice (left), the leader of Dobie’s power-
lifting program, and varsity football head coach 
Danny Fitzmorris.

Dobie track and field rolls at Rockholds; 22-6A meet up next

Johan Villavicencio, putting a strong finish together in what has been a terrific 
junior season for the distance runner, won a gold medal in the 800 as he cap-
tured top honors at the Rockholds with a clocking of 2 minutes, 1.83 seconds.

Dobie football looks ahead to spring action
 The Dobie football pro-
gram will kick off spring 
practices April 15 and 
continue for 17 sessions in 
all, leading up to the May 
15 spring game as “Team 
57” works toward the 
2025 season. 
 It’ll be the first spring 
practice opportunity for 
Longhorn head coach 
Danny Fitzmorris and his 
full staff.  
 A former Dobie stand-
out player himself, Fitz-
morris was hired after 
the final day of school in 
2023-2024. 
 He spent the early 
portion of last summer 
finalizing his own coach-
ing staff and hiring head 
coaches for other sports 
at Dobie, then got his first 
look at the football pro-
gram in August. 
 This time around, Fitz-
morris, his staff and play-
ers will have the benefit 
of a full offseason, spring 
practices and the August 
preseason leading into the 
2025 campaign. 

production, particularly in 
the running back and wide 
receiver rooms. And, the 
Longhorns must also re-
place a three-time All-Dis-
trict left tackle. 
 Randle will surely get a 
look at that quarterback as 
the spring season progress-
es, and Hodges is a proven 
talent at running back. 
 The same goes for the 
defense as the team’s top 
pass rushing specialist 
will graduate, as will a 
good part of the defensive 
secondary. Dobie will also 
need to find a new place 
kicker heading into the 
2025 campaign. 
 The great thing is that 
time is on the side of 
the Longhorns this time 
around as Fitzmorris and 
his staff have had the ben-
efit of a full offseason to 
this point. He and his staff 
clearly understand the pro-
gram top to bottom, and 
will use the spring to fill 
in both the top 22 spots as 
well as key reserve roles 
moving forward.

plenty of opportunities for 
newcomers to show what 
they have to offer at the 
skill spots. 
 Returning senior Mar-
cus Jones should factor 
into the skill group.
 Offensive lineman 
Camron Roberson and 
Alonzo Chapman will 
return to lead the way up 
front, and Fitzmorris has 
as many as five lineman 
returning who can tout 
varsity experience. 
 Dobie’s defense will re-
turn six players, including 
Desmond Talib, a stand-
out linebacker who had 64 
tackles and three quarter-
back sacks on his way to 
first team all district status.
 As the Longhorns move 
out to the grass beginning 
April 15, one of the big 
focuses on both sides of 
the ball will be finding, or 
further developing, play-
makers at the various po-
sitions. 
 The 2025 graduating 
class will take with it a 
tremendous amount of 

 In Fitzmorris’ debut 
season, the Longhorns 
parlayed a last-minute 
victory over Manvel into 
a postseason berth and 
wound up 6-5 overall. 
 As of now, 27 players 
will either graduate or not 
return, leaving 26 return-
ees heading into the off-
season. 
 Offensively, the Long-
horns will return five 
starters but must replace 
plenty of offensive pro-
duction, including several 
collegiate signees. 
 Dobie will once again 
go with a first-year start-
er at quarterback, with 
senior-to-be Titus Randle 
likely earning a solid look 
at the position. 
 Cameron Mathews, the 
school’s all-time leading 
rusher, is headed to Mem-
phis to play for the Tigers. 
 Demarcus Hodges, al-
ready a two-year varsity 
performer for the Long-
horns, should be a feature 
back in the offense, and 
the spring will also offer 

At left, Dobie’s Mar-
cus Jones excelled as 
an All-District return 
man in 2024 but eyes a 
bigger role as a senior.

 Consider the Dobie var-
sity boys’ and girls’ track 
and field squads ready for 
the start of the District 22-
6A Championships March 
31 through April 2 at The 
Rig in Pearland after the 
locals came away with ter-

We are very happy with 
where we are as a group 
with the district meet com-
ing.”
 The Longhorn boys 
should enter the 22-6A 
championships brimming 
with confidence as sever-
al individual athletes and 
relay groups have, as Wat-
son said, reached seasonal 
personal records of late.
 Scoring more than 150 
points and winning the 

Continued on Page 6

son,” Dobie boys’ coach 
Jacob Watson said. 
 “The biggest thing all 
year is that the guys have 
bought into what we’re 
trying to do and have done 
everything we have asked 
them to do. To their credit, 
they have gone out there 
and really put together 
some great personal bests.  
 “As for district, all you 
can ask for is that the guys 
go out there and give their 
best, and I know we will. 

es, which will then qualify 
them for the 21-6A/22-6A 
area championships down 
the line.
 The Longhorn boys 
were victorious as a team 
in Baytown with 154 
points, while the Dobie 
girls finished second with 
152 points as both squads 
were exceptional to close 
the regular season.
 “The guys are really 
performing at their best at 
the right time of the sea-

have positioned them-
selves well for what prom-
ises to be a solid run in 
Pearland as the track and 
field version of the post-
season gets started. 
 The field events in ad-
dition to the running event 
preliminaries will take 
place March 31,  with 
the running finals coming 
April 2.
 At district, athletes in 
each of the events will be 
vying for top-four finish-

for the 22-6A Champion-
ships, without question the 
competition to grab one 
of the top four finishes at 
district along with an area 
round advancement will 
be as challenging as ever.
 But the Dobie teams 

rific performances across 
the board at the Rockhold 
Relays in Baytown to end 
the regular season.
 With the talent of Shad-
ow Creek, Pearland, Man-
vel, Alvin  and Dawson 
joining the PISD ranks 

Dobie junior Vanessa De La Fuente (7) has led 
the varsity girls’ softball program to a 7-2 record 
within District 22-6A play, good for a tie for sec-
ond place with Alvin as the race to the playoffs 
hits the stretch run. Overall, De La Fuente has 
won nine games and posted a 2.81 earned run 
average to lead the pitching staff. At 11-8 all in 
all, prior to facing La Porte March 25 after press 
time, Dobie will return to league play March 28 
at Memorial in a 4 p.m. start.

JFD softball keeps winning
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Continued from Page 5
team title at the Rock-
holds won’t mean much as 
the postseason gets under-
way at The Rig.
 But the Longhorns will 
enter the track and field 
version of the postsea-
son with plenty of con-
fidence after delivering 
a season-high point total 
in Baytown in particular, 
distance runners Jordan 
Roman, Christopher Lo-
pez and Johan Villavicen-
cio.
 A gold medalist in 
back-to-back weeks in the 
3,200, Roman figures to be 
a definite factor in the dis-
tance events at Pearland. 
 After posting a time of 
10 minutes, 10.10 seconds 
for the gold medal at C.E. 
King’s Panther Relays 
the week before, Roman, 
clearly a key player as a 
freshman in the future of 
Dobie’s cross-country and 
track and field distance 
crews, delivered a time of 
10:03.95 for the gold in 
Baytown.
 Lopez, whose success-
ful distance career has led 
to a collegiate opportunity 
at St. Thomas University 
in Houston, was second 
for a silver medal in the 
3,200 courtesy of his time 
of 10:05.00.
 Lopez produced the 
gold standard in the 1,600 
at the Rockholds as his 
time of 4:44.21 was the 
best in the field, with Ro-
man in at 4:50.43 for the 
bronze medal.
 Villavicencio, putting 
a strong finish together in 
what has been a terrific 
junior season for the dis-
tance runner, also won a 
gold medal in the 800 for 
the second straight week 
as he captured top honors 
at the Rockholds with a 
clocking of 2:01.83. 
 Diego Paz of Dobie was 
fourth in the same event as 

of her personal best in 
the long jump as she was 
fourth at 15-9 in the event.
A time of 13.44 was good 
enough for Menefee to 
place fourth in the 100, 
and a time of 27.51 placed 
Jackson fourth in the 200.
 A time of 55.38 placed 
Dobie’s Jessica Moise 
fifth in the 300 hurdles. 
Lila Davis of Dobie was 
sixth in the 100 hurdles 
with a clocking of 19.54.
 Now, it is time for the 
postseason to get started at 
the 22-6A finals.

with teammate Isaura Cor-
rea fourth with a time of 
6:02.81.
 Dobie senior Blessing 
Akinloye was the gold 
medalist  in the shot with 
a toss of 32 feet, 7 3/4 
inches, and a toss of 95-11 
earned Dobie’s Miah Hy-
polite a gold medal in the 
discus.
 Joseph kept the gold 
medals coming for the 
Longhorns in the triple 
jump as she went 36-0 for 
first place. 
 Harris was a bit off 

runner Lauren Garza dom-
inated the field in the 1,600 
as her time of 5:32.66 de-
livered a gold medal. 
 She was also the sil-
ver medalist in a time 
of 2:27.75 in the 800, 
with Rodriguez’s time 
of 2:35.18 fourth. Do-
bie’s Mariah Medina was 
fifth with a clocking of 
2:38.82.
 The Longhorns came 
up big in that 1,600 event 
as a time of 6:01.79 earned 
Araceli Campos third 
place and a bronze medal, 

regional qualifier (long 
jump) in 2024, will also 
look to advance in both the 
long jump and 400 at the 
district championships. 
 In her final regular sea-
son performance at the 
Rockholds, Harris deliv-
ered a time of 1:01.61 and 
the 400 for the gold med-
al as she has positioned 
herself for a solid run in 
Pearland. 
 Rodriguez, a sopho-
more, finished at 1:03.76 
for fifth place.
 Dobie senior distance 

4x400 relay, Dobie took 
third at 3:34.29 as Nathan-
iel Seymore, Riley, De-
shaun Singleton and Bry-
ant represented the locals.
 Jaedon Sinclair was 
part of the mix in the high 
jump as he cleared 5-4 for 
the bronze medal.
 Markel Terry, Gilles-
pie and Nathan Belleville 
went 3-4-5 in the discus, 
with Terry’s bronze med-
al throw coming at 43-6 
1/2. Gillespie had a throw 
of 43-0  for fourth place, 
with a throw of 38-7 3/4 
placing Belleville fifth.
 The Longhorn girls 
were equally as impres-
sive during what proved 
to be a head-to-head battle 
with Humble in the team 
standings, with the Wild-
cats’ gold medal victories 
in the 4x200 and 4x400 
relays providing the nec-
essary margin of victory.
 Humble claimed the 
team championship with 
160 points,  followed by 
the Longhorns with 153.
 The Longhorns won a 
gold medal in the 4x100 
relay and finished second 
in both the 4x200 and 
4x400 events. 
 In that 4x100 relay, Do-
bie finished at 49.59 as 
the group included Daisha 
Jackson, Stacie Harris, 
Aniya Menefee and Kylar 
Joseph.
 As for the 4x200 relay, 
it was Jackson, Menefee, 
Joseph and Lillian Herte 
for a time of 1:46.60 in the 
event that brought silver 
medals to the group. 
 In the 4x400 finale, 
Humble blazed to the fin-
ish line in a time of 3:56.54 
for the victory, with Do-
bie’s group of Christina 
Rodriguez, Menefee, Ti-
ara Charles and Herte in 
for the silver at 4:23.04. 
Menefee also cleared 5-2 
for a silver medal.
 Harris, the school’s lone 

he put together a run of 
2:10.43.
 Kendrick Ramos made 
his varsity debut for the 
Longhorns as he success-
fully made his way over 
the 8-foot mark for the 
gold medal.
 Junior Demarcus Hodg-
es also earned a gold med-
al for the second straight 
week as he prepares for 
the postseason in top form 
in the triple jump, making 
his way to the 43-9 mark 
at the Rockholds. 
 Teammate Clayton 
Washington went 40-5 1/2 
for the bronze, with Do-
bie’s Dakarai Parker fifth 
at 40-3 1/2.
 At 115-9 in the dis-
cus, Leudy Matos was 
the silver medalist in the 
event,  with teammate Ce-
dric Gillespie third for a 
bronze medal with his top 
toss of 113-10.
 Marcus Jones of Do-
bie sprinted to the line in 
a time of 11:18 to claim a 
bronze medal in the 100, 
with fellow junior Hodges 
fourth at 11.43. At the 200 
distance, a time of 23.02 
earned Longhorn senior 
Jaylon Broussard a bronze 
medal.
 A time of 51.77 scored 
senior Tariq Riley a 
bronze medal in the 400 as 
the Longhorns continue to 
deliver points in the speed 
events.
 Dobie was third for 
bronze medals in each of 
the relay events, includ-
ing the 4x100 as the lo-
cals came up with a time 
of 43.38. That foursome 
included Jones, Titus Ran-
dle, Hodges and Adrian 
Taylor.
 Broussard and Jones 
joined Maurice Bryant 
and Taylor in the 4x200 
relay for another bronze 
medal as the foursome put 
together a time of 1:30.44. 
 In the track finale, the 

 Poised with a full 
squad late in the season 
for the postseason push,  
the Clear Brook varsity 
girls’ track and field squad 
came up with a third place 
team finish at the Rock-
hold relays in Baytown.
 Senior Kamryn Mc-
Laurin, a state qualifier in 
the high jump in 2024,  is 
now set for a repeat run 
as she prepares for the 
district  24 6A champion-
ships. 
 At the Rockholds, Mc-
Laurin went over the 5-6 
height for the gold medal. 
Teammate Hope Taylor 
cleared 5-0 for third place 
and a bronze medal.
 Kyra Freeman earned 

Freeman.
 Taylor’s time of 1:02.56 
captured a bronze med-
al for Clear Brook in the 
400, with Barnes fourth at 
a time of 1:02.81.
 In the 4x400 relay, the 
Wolverines put together a 
time of 4:23.29 for third 
place and a bronze medal 
as that foursome included 
Taylor Kingston, Wright, 
Destiny Maldonado and 
Jazlyn Soliz.
 The Wolverines fin-
ished fourth in the 4x100 
relay with a time of 52.05, 
 Clear Brook’s Nicole 
Haeske just missed out on 
a medal in the discus as 
her top throw of 90-9 was 
fourth best in the event.

another gold medal for the 
Wolverines as her posting 
of 17-3 in the long jump 
was the best of the event.
 Freeman also made her 
way to the 33-8 mark for a 
bronze medal in the triple 
jump.
 Tatum Mackey was the 
bronze medalist in the 
shot with a distance of 
31-1, and teammate Milan 
Baker placed fifth at 30-5. 
Freeman’s time of 13.44 
was fifth in the 100.
 A clocking of 1:48.24 
earned the Wolverines a 
bronze medal for third 
place in the 4x200 relay 
as that foursome includ-
ed Patricia Barnes, Deja 
Nelson, Hope Taylor and 

Brook girls capture third at Rockholds;
High jumper McLaurin wins gold medal

Dobie baseball wins four straight in District 22-6A play

Longhorn track and field hits its stride as postseason events arrive; boys win Rockhold Relays

The Dobie varsity baseball team, including sophomore Isaiah Jones (above), 
had won four straight district games within 22-6A entering a two-game series 
beginning March 25 against defending regional champion Pearland. In an 
18-3 and 4-0 sweep of Shadow Creek, the Longhorns improved to 4-2 overall 
in the district after losing two to start play. In the 18-3 win over the Sharks, 

Jones had two doubles, drove in a run and scored four runs. In the 4-0 shut-
out win, Dobie starting pitcher Julian Ricks went the distance, needing just 
64 total pitches to blank the Sharks. Jones tripled and scored two runs in that 
win. Juelz Martinez (above) doubled and tripled while scoring four runs in 
the first win over Shadow Creek. Photos by Gloria Wallace

Dobie freshman distance runner Jordan Roman 
(left) delivered a time of 10 minutes, 3.95 seconds 
for the gold medal at the 1,600 distance in Bay-
town, while senior Chris Lopez was second for a 
silver medal with a time of 10:05.00. Both athletes 

will now look to continue their season at the Dis-
trict 22-6A Championships beginning March 31 at 
The Rig in Pearland. Lopez is set to run collegially 
at St. Thomas University in Houston beginning this 
fall.

Sophomore Madison Carr led the San Jacinto College softball team into 
action at Blinn March 26 after press time as the Ravens looked to improve 
upon a 4-6 start in Region 14 action thus far this season. Carr, one of the top 
returning offensive players from a San Jacinto College team that reached 
nationals a season ago, is hitting .380 with 14 runs driven in and 38 overall 
hits. Vanessa Valdez led the pitching staff with 71 innings pitched and had 
won two of six overall decisions and a 4.93 ERA

San Jac softball continues conference push

The Clear Brook varsity girls’ 4x400 relay squad fi nished eighth in the high 
school division at the Prairie View A&M University Relays March 22 in Prai-
rie View. The Wolverines came up with a time of 4 minutes, 13.07 seconds for 

the finish as the group included, left to right, Kyra Freeman, Deja Nelson, 
Hope Taylor and Patricia Barnes. The Clear Brook track program is now 
preparing for the District 24-6A championships.

Kendrick Ramos made his varsity debut for the 
Longhorns at the Rockhold Relays in Baytown as he 
successfully made his way over the 8-foot mark for 
the gold medal.



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656

       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.
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Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Turn those unwanted items in your 
garage and closets into cash. Bring 
ads into the Leader office by Tuesday 
or use the mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer   281-481-565611555 Beamer   281-481-5656

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Trimming, Shaping, 
Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

THURSDAY, MARCH 27
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United 
Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.
org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or call 
832- 293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time 
kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 
713-472-0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 28
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For de-
tails, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com or https://nastuff.com/.
7 p.m.  Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom. For details 
regarding services or Judaism classes, visit 
https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Family members and friends of problem 
drinkers/addicts share and discover choices 
available. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group AA – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MARCH 29
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– All services are live and Zoom online. For 
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 
9:30 a.m. Saturday service, Judaism class-
es, fi lm series, and lunch with the Rabbi, 
visit https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
offers a knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. 
Call 281-479-7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30
8 a.m./ 10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 
a.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, 
Book of Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday 
at 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Cen-

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

LOPEZ
OVERHEAD 

DOORS
Residential & Commercial

New Garage Door Installation & Repair
24 Hour 

Emergency Service 713-953-1697

Big Edd’s
“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB26543E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Handyman Can.
Fences (Wood or Chain link), 

Decks, Painting, Siding, Flooring, 
Shower Conversions, Granite & 

Laminate countertops
Work done right at the right price

Serving South Belt and surrounding areas.

713.701.7400

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

ter Blvd. (in back of a medical/retail com-
munity). For details, call 281-479-7285 and 
leave a message, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 5125 Preston Ave. 
Pasadena, TX 77505 Call 713-419-2635 
for details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous See 
Friday’s notice. 

MONDAY, MARCH 31
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. 1:30 – 3 
p.m. 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://
aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. 
Call 713-686-6300.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – at Hometown 
Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway, 
League City, 77573, is open. Neva and Bill 
Schroder coordinate Wednesday sessions 
for casual ballroom dancing (not dance 
lessons). Park activity cardholders attend 
free. Call 281-554-1180 for details.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets at 
IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vacci-
nation required. Email huff_reunion@juno.
com for details.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12 Step Recov-
ery open meeting in the education Bldg. 
in room 4, at 11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-725-
8479 or 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
– #0683 chapter meets at the Methodist 
Church, 110 N. Friendswood Dr. in the 
educational bldg., room 201. Call 832-858-
4617 or 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/.

TUESDAY, APRIL 1
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally with the exception of the second and 
fourth Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at 
s e h o u s t o n . t o a s t m a s t e r s c l u b s . o r g . 
In-person address 10500 Scarsdale Blvd. 
(SB Chamber of Commerce). Visit the web-

site or call Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 for  
information. 
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See Friday’s 
notice.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational senior 
citizen social group meeting at St. Bernadette 
Catholic Church, 15500 El Camino Real, in 
Clear Lake on the fi rst and third Wednesdays 
for a time fi lled with fun, fellowship, lending 
library with books and puzzles, coffee and 
bingo. The meetings are open to those ages 
55 and older, with no dues. Day trips and 
extended trips available. Deposits are now 
being taken for Poland. For details, call 
Marilyn at 713-444-6744.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – casual ball-
room dance, open to the public, held every 
Wednesday afternoon from 12:30 to 3:00 
p.m. at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 East 
League City Parkway, League City.  
Everyone is welcome to come with or with-
out a partner. The dance itself is free as 
music is provided by volunteer, Neva 
Schroder. The city requires an activity card 
for participants in all of the city’s many 
activities. Call the park office 281-554-1180 
for answers to any questions regarding the 
activity card. Visitors are welcome to walk 
in to observe or participate.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See Fri-
day’s notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, APRIL 3
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United 
Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-
686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.
org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or call 
832- 293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for appoint-
ment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP
WANTED

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 
required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

FURNITURE
HILTON FURNITURE. 
Serving over 27 yrs. 
12100 Gulf Frwy., Hou., 
77034. Mattress clear-
ance - $99 twin mattress 
or $149 full mattress. 
Offering free delivery to 
the South Belt area. Call 
Today - 832-857-4881. 
 3-27
SOLID WOOD, refur-
bished bunk bed set 
complete with used but 
very clean mattresses 
and toppers, bunkie 
boards and all hardware.  
Cleaned and repainted 
medium gray. $125 cash.  
Call 713-532-3344. 4-3 

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 

 

J. Frank Dobie graduate class of 1988 g
Sagemeadow 

Resident since 1979 

10 Year 
Labor 

Warranty 

10 Y
346 - 336 - 6707 3

 Roof 
 Windows 
 Siding 
 Gutters 
 Flooring 
 Multi- Family 

Resident since 1979
Contact us today for a free 

consultation and let us help 
you turn your house into a 

Masterpiece! 

W160 MPH wind warranty 

15% Disc 
Seniors  
60- above

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at 

9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 
Bidding will open (4/1/25 8 a.m.) and

Conclude (4/8/25 10 a.m.) 
Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right to 
withdraw the property at any time before the sale. Unit 
items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property includes the 

contents of spaces of the following tenants: 
Russ L. Nelon: lawn mowers, small engine parts 

and etc.
Leon Clay: scrap steel, iron/metal, wheelbarrow, 

engine block and lawn mower.
Norma J. Suarez: shutters, blinds, TV and icebox.

George A. Obrien: 95 Sprint 18’5” (FIW17031B595), 
‘95 MCCL trailer (4LYBF1813SH002630) and  

outboard motor parts only.
Robert L. Tippins: 87 Riviera 14’11” (F0I00120C787), 
‘86 Johnson 60HP (G7118736) and ‘87 Spor trailer 

(1BTA4GE11H1113756).
Neil F. Stalder: motorcycle parts, golf clubs, car parts, 

propellers, sheet metal, bike and tools/machinery.
Gary L. Miller: artwork, frames, deep fryer, clothes, 

sink, walker and appliance.
BNC - George Brown: various antiques, pottery, glass-

ware, furniture, lamps, exercise equipment and misc.

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at 

9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 
Bidding will open (4/8/25 8 a.m.) and

Conclude (4/15/25 10 a.m.) 
Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale. 
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenants: 

Jeffrey D. Blackshear: 94 Champion 19’0” 
(TSB21620G495), ‘95 Mercury 200HP (0G375120) 

and ‘06 HMDE trailer (82YZKJ).
Eunice Del Bosque: appliance, tires, tools and misc.

Benjamin Garcia: tools and table.
Hector Zelaya: plumbing supplies, pipes/plastic and 

metal fittings and etc.
Ruben Rabago: tools, icebox, metal, iron and misc.

BNC - George Brown: antique furniture, baskets, TV, 
art, tires, bar, antiques and misc.

Mark W. Vance: pool table, bikes, air pump, AC units, 
furniture, cabinets, minifridge and toolbox.

Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 3-27
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. We also clean 
solar panels. Time for 
cleaning. Free Estimates!
 3-27
V.L. LAWN CARE & Tree 
Service. Lawn mowing, 
mulch, tree trimming & 
removal. Wood fences 
and pressure washing. 
Free estimatimes. 346-
577-3347. 3-27

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Providing environmentally friendly services 
with your children and pets’ safety in mind.

281-484-6740
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

The Dobie High School girls’ bowling squad won the district 
championship this season with a 13-1 record, with Zaniya Mc-
Clain then winning the regional championship as an individu-
al. Members of the team are, left to right, Savannah Castillo, 
Natalie Elkins, Ineke Hicks, Anabella Cancel and McClain. 
In the individual competition, McClain compiled a fi ve-game 

total of 946 for a 38-pin win over the remainder of the fi eld. 
One of 28 competitive districts across the state, the Pasadena 
district includes the fi ve Pasadena ISD schools — Dobie, Me-
morial,  Pasadena, Sam Rayburn and South Houston, as well 
as Deer Park and La Porte. McClain will compete March 29-
30 at Bandera Bowl in San Antonio.

The Dobie High School boys’ bowling squad is headed to San 
Antonio to compete in the Dick Atkinson State Championships 
March 29-30 at Bandera Bowl after fi nishing second as a team at 

the regional competition. Members of the team are, left to right, 
Don Fobbs, Gio Melendez, Nate Bennett, Ray Solis, Charleston 
Nash, Jake Bennett, Charles Nash and Donovan Mandani.

Dobie bowler Zaniya McClain will represent Do-
bie at the state championships after winning the 
regional title as an individual. She also helped the 
Longhorns to the district championship during 
the regular season.

Dobie girls’ bowling wins district; McClain to state

Longhorn boys’ bowlers headed to state champs

JFD’s McClain tops region

Pioneer great Ferguson to Lafayette College

Lutheran South Academy star swimmer Lauren 
Ferguson (seated center) offi cially signed her let-
ter of intent to continue her education and aquat-
ics career at Lafayette College in Easton, Pa. She 
was joined at the signing by family members that 
included, left to right, (standing) Jennifer Fer-

guson (mother), Ken Ferguson (father), (seated) 
Chase Ferguson (brother) and Landry Ferguson 
(sister). Chase Ferguson, a Class of 2022 Luther-
an South Academy graduate, is currently a junior 
swimming at Bucknell University.

Dobie spring tennis nets top awards at Eagles’ invite

The Dobie tennis team made a strong showing at the inaugural 
Pasadena Eagle Invitational. Racking up medals were, left to 
right, (front row) Tre Ramirez and Rigo Alanis, fi rst place, 
boys’ “B” doubles; (back row) Chloe Estes, second place, girls’ 
“A” singles; Cindy Nguyen, second place, girls’ “A” doubles; 

SJC baseball, softball teams take on Region 14
 With Region 14 play 
moving along, both the San 
Jacinto College baseball 
and softball programs were 
holding steady within their 
respective divisions.
 Defending Region 14 
baseball champion Blinn 
had again ascended to the 
top of the South division 
standings at 14-2, with the 
Gators good for second 
place at 9-5. 
 The Gators had scored 
an early defeat of the Buc-
caneers earlier in confer-
ence play, but that didn’t 
stop the guys from Bren-
ham climbing to the top of 
the league. As for the 16-12 
overall Ravens, the locals 
had won nine of 14 and 
overall conference games 
with both strong pitching 
to go with a consistent of-
fensive performance.
 Clear Brook High 
School graduate Landon 
Hunt leads the Ravens 
with a .333 batting average 
through 26 overall games 
played, collecting 31 hits to 
go with 17 runs driven in.
 McCabe Moyer is hit-
ting .326, with 11 runs 
driven in to go with a hit 
total of 28. Freshman 
Colton Wemhoff leads the 
Ravens with 22 runs driven 
in while hitting .286. 

Ravens as she was hitting 
.333 for the season. 
 As a team, San jacinto 
College had scored 190 
runs over 32 overall games 
and had hit .342 as a team 
but had hit just four home 
runs.
Freshman Vanessa Valdez 
led the pitching staff with 
71 innings pitched and had 
won two of six overall de-
cisions to go with a 4.93 
earned run average.

average to go with a team-
high 25 runs driven in, 
while Ileana Melendez was 
hitting .383 and had driven 
in 17 runs. 
 Madison Carr was hit-
ting .380 with 14 runs driv-
en in, and Angelina Mo-
rales was hitting .368 and 
had driven in 31 runs. Bree 
Winkelman, a freshman, 
was putting together a ter-
rifi c debut season with the 

Overall, the Gators were 
hitting just .256 as a team 
with 18 home runs over 
the 28 total games played. 
Wemhoff has led the team 
in extra-base hits with fi ve 
doubles and four home 
runs. 
 While the Ravens had 
certainly hoped to gener-
ate a bit more offense, the 
team’s pitching has been 
outstanding through the 18 
games. Freshman Patrick 
Lewis led the way with 39 
1/3 innings pitched, pro-
ducing a 3-3 overall record 
with a 2.52 earned run av-
erage. 
 Anthony Diaz, a soph-
omore, pitched to a 4.40 
earned run average and had 
won three of fi ve overall 
decisions. Red-shirt fresh-
man Hogan Shelby was 
1-1 with 19 overall innings 
pitched, and Jared Bon-
net was next with a 1.93 
earned run average over 11 
total appearances, includ-
ing a 2-1 overall record. 
 On the softball fi eld, 
the Ravens had certainly 
hoped to be in a little bit 
better spot than is current-
ly held (4-6 in conference), 
but there is time to make up 
ground within the region. 
 Individually, Madelynn 
Perez had a .392 batting 

Dickson wins 100

Dulce Mejia, fi rst place, girls’ “A” singles consolation; Alena 
Morgan, second place, girls’ “A” doubles; Marina Kostikoglou 
and Vivian Hang, fi rst place, girls’ “B” doubles. Not pictured 
is Hope Ortiz, second place, girls’ “B” singles.

Clear Brook High School graduate and current 
Texas A&M University sprinter Camryn Dick-
son ran a gold-medal time of 11.06 seconds in 
the 100 as the Aggies made a splash on the fi nal 
day of the University of Texas at San Antonio 
relays March 22 in San Antonio. Earlier in the 
day in the 4x100 relay, Dickson teamed with 
Jaiya Covington, Bria Bullard and Jasmine 
Montgomery to win a gold in the event at 43.43 
seconds.

 The Sagemont Cowboys and Cowgirls are now 
accepting applicants for the fourth Annual Mary 
Beth and Tom Fitzmorris Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. This scholarship is dedicated to honoring the 
lives of two members of the organization, the parents 
of Dobie varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmor-
ris.
 In honor of Mary Beth and Tom, the organization 
will award a scholarship to a former participant of 
the Cowboys/Cowgirls program. Class of 2025 high 
school graduates who are former Cowboys or Cow-
girls, having been part of the organization for at least 
four seasons, are eligible to apply.
 Applicants must submit an essay explaining their 
time with the organization, what they are planning 
to study in college, including their career path after 
graduation. Each applicant will also be required to 
submit a copy of their high school transcripts with 
their essay.  
 All paperwork/documents must be submitted to 
the Sagemont Cowboys’ organization no later than 
April 17, 2025.
 Submit all information to dwranich82@gmail.
com

Cowboys/Cowgirls now offering
Fitzmorris college scholarship
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