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COVID-19 fears worsen, forcing closures
Schools closed; chamber gala, cook-off, Family Fun Fest canceled

 Fears over the COVID-19 pandemic continue 
to worsen, forcing the closures of local schools, 
businesses and social gatherings.
 Three days after declaring the coronavirus – 
also known as COVID-19 – a national emergen-
cy, President Donald J. Trump offered the fol-
lowing guidelines to slow the spread of the po-
tentially fatal virus:
 – Avoid gathering in groups of 10 or more 
people.
 – Start homeschooling if possible.
 – Avoid discretionary travel.
 – Refrain from visiting bars, restaurants and 
food courts.
 Trump also recommended that citizens prac-
tice social distancing for at least 15 days, allow-
ing 6 to 10 feet of space between individuals.
 These protocol were reinforced by Houston 
Mayor Sylvester Turner, who on Monday, March 
16, made a similar announcement, ordering that 
all city restaurants, bars and nightclubs be closed 
for at least 15 days. Restaurants may only offer 
take-out, pick-up and delivery options until fur-
ther notice. Customers, however, may still go in-
side a restaurant dining room or fast-food estab-
lishment to place a carry-out order.
 In a special-called meeting the morning of 
Tuesday, March 17, Turner and Houston City 
Council members voted to indefi nitely extend 
the proclamation of a local state of disaster due 
to a public health disaster for the City of Hous-
ton. 
 The measure passed 15-1 with District G 
Council Member Greg Travis voting against it. 
 The order allows Turner to make decisions to 
work with the county, state, and federal offi cials 
to contain and mitigate COVID-19 spread and 
protect members of the public.
 “As a city, we must work together,” Turn-
er said. “This is a crisis that is going to be with 
us for several weeks, if not several months. It is 
gravely important for us to take defi nitive steps 
to slow the COVID-19 spread. The measures we 
have put in place will help save lives.”
 Last week, Turner signed the disaster declara-

tion, which was in effect for seven days.
 On Tuesday, Turner also announced the fol-
lowing:
 – All city-produced, sponsored and permitted 
events are canceled through the end of April.
 – Starting Tuesday, March 24, no proclama-
tion presentations will be made during the city 
council public session.
 – The city of Houston remains open for busi-
ness. However, employees are encouraged to 
limit exposure to members of the public and han-
dle business online, if possible.
 – City of Houston Department Directors have 
the discretion to allow employees to work from 
home/telecommute.
 – The Houston Public Library will remain 
closed through the end of March. The HPL sus-
pension includes all public programs and events. 
However, free online resources and digital ser-
vices are available 24/7 with a MY Link Li-
brary Card at www.houstonlibrary.org, including 
e-books and audiobooks, streaming TV, movie 
and music services, online classes and tutoring, 
and databases.
 The City of Houston expects to begin 
COVID-19 testing this week. Turner will an-
nounce the testing site procedures and logistics 
later this week.

Pasadena ISD
 All Pasadena ISD facilities will remain closed 
for normal operations through Friday, April 10, 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
 The Houston area continues to see an increas-
ing number of confi rmed cases of COVID-19, 
and health offi cials report this number is expect-
ed to increase as more testing is made available. 
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has out-
lined the need for all communities to implement 
a social distancing protocol. The district antici-
pates beginning instructional support outside of 
school through the use of electronic and nonelec-
tronic materials on Monday, March 23.
 Right now, Pasadena ISD is working diligent-
ly to prepare its staff to be able to provide sup-
port and feedback to students. Parents will re-

ceive further information regarding instruction 
from their child’s campus. The district’s website 
has optional extended learning opportunities and 
activities for students. PISD encourages parents 
and students to visit the district’s website and so-
cial media often for the most recent updates as 
we navigate this unprecedented situation togeth-
er.
 The health of Pasadena ISD students, staff 
and community continues to be the district’s top 
priority. Pasadena ISD will offer curbside grab-
and-go free breakfast and lunch to all district stu-
dents. Parents may drive by any of the district’s 
traditional high school campuses to pick up a 
meal for each child present in the vehicle. Break-
fast will be served from 7:30-8:30 a.m., and 
lunch will be served from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
While initial plans required families to make two 
separate trips for breakfast and lunch, and the 
Leader’s request, Sen. John Cornyn intervened 
to ensure that multiple trips are not needed.
 See related story on this page.

Clear Creek ISD
 As a measure to prevent the wider spread of 
the Coronavirus, the Clear Creek Independent 
School District will close all CCISD facilities 
through Friday, April 10.
 This decision was made collaboratively with 
other area school districts.
 In a message to the community, CCISD Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Greg Smith reas-
sured families that learning will continue for 
children.
 “While our schools are physically closed, our 
spirit of innovation will continue through dis-
tance learning,” Smith said. “Our community 
has invested in the necessary resources to sup-
port this endeavor. I know there will be challeng-
es along the way, but we will work through them, 
together.”
 District leaders are working around the clock 
to support distance learning for teachers and stu-
dents. The school district will announce more 
substantive learning plans later this week and 
will reach out to families to see what technical 
support is required at home to allow for distance 
learning. 
 All CCISD activities will cease through Fri-
day, April 10, with a plan to re-evaluate the situ-
ation on Saturday, April 4.

Libraries
 The Houston Public Library system has sus-
pended service at all locations until further no-
tice. This suspension also includes all public pro-
grams and events.
 The library’s many free online resources and 
digital services are always available 24/7 with 
one’s MY Link Library Card at www.houston
library.org, including e-books and e-audiobooks, 
streaming TV, movie and music services, online 
classes and tutoring and databases.

H-E-B
 H-E-B has been preparing for coronavirus 
and say they are in a strong position to keep re-
plenishing the shelves, advising customers not to 
panic, as they are continuing to restock shelves 
around-the-clock. They are encouraging pre-
paredness, not stockpiling – customers are urged 
to buy what they need and leave some for their 
neighbor behind.

 The H-E-B chain, which has more than 400 
stores in Texas and Mexico said it would not be 
implementing special hours for vulnerable cus-
tomers.
 “Our leadership team studied this option thor-
oughly and due to recommendations from health 
offi cials we have determined this is not the best 
and safest option for our customers,” the com-
pany said in a statement. “H-E-B takes care of 
Texas, and we feel asking a group to congregate 
at our stores in a certain timeframe is not a safe 
idea.”
 The company said it is working closely with 
local food banks and is encouraging people to 
use their online ordering system.

Food Town
 Food Town, however, announced Monday, 
March 16, that while it will maintain its 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. store hours, it will open its doors an hour 
early for people older than 65 from 7 to 8 a.m.
 Access to the store at this time will require a 
government-issued state ID or Texas drivers li-
cense, the retailer said in a statement.

Dollar General
 Dollar General announced that starting Tues-
day, March 17, it is “strongly encouraging that 
the fi rst hour of operations each day be dedicat-
ed solely for the shopping needs of senior cus-
tomers, who are one of the groups most vulnera-
ble to the COVID-19 virus. Other customers are 
encouraged to plan their shopping trips around 
this window of time to allow the most suscepti-
ble customers in our communities the ability to 
shop during the fi rst hour that stores are open,” 
the retail chain wrote in a press release.

Sagemont Church
 Sagemont Church held its March 15 services 
online only and is expected to continue doing so 
for the foreseeable future. Other church events, 
including iCONNECT Bible studies, were also 
canceled.
 “The coronavirus situation is changing dai-
ly, and now the president has declared a national 
emergency due to the health risks. In light of that 
decision, and in keeping with our sister churches 
in the area, we are making the decision now to 
move all of our services on Sunday, March 15, 
to an online format only. We will still hold wor-
ship services Sunday at 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. at 
sagemontchurch.org and on Facebook Live. The 
church campus, however, will be closed in order 
to minimize health risk to our church family,” the 
church posted on its Facebook page. “Join us in 
praying for wisdom for all decision makers and 
health offi cials as well as for healing for those 
directly affected by the virus. We know that our 
God is in full control even in the midst of this 
storm.”
 For additional information, visit www.
sagemontchurch.org/keeping-our-church-fami
ly-healthy.

Other churches
 Several other local churches, including all 
Catholic parishes in the Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston, have also been affected. See relat-
ed story on Page 6A.

Movie theaters
 Several local movie theaters, including the 
AMC Gulf Pointe 30 located at Beltway 8 and 
the Gulf Freeway, are closed until further notice.

False alarm reported at Taco Bell

With school out and local sporting events canceled, there is currently a shortage of news, 
with the obvious exception of the ongoing COVID-19 virus fears. South Belt resident Bill 
Corcoran, a regular Leader tipster, called the newspaper Wednesday, March 18, to report 
seeing some men on the roof of the Taco Bell on Scarsdale near Beamer. Emergency crews 
were also spotted at the location. A check on the store, however, determined the men were 
doing repair work on the restaurant, and the emergency workers were merely eating lunch. 
Residents are encouraged to send tips to mynews@southbeltleader.com. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Leader takes precautions
 In order to prevent the further spread of 
the COVID-19 virus, the Leader is now im-
plementing a locked-door policy and is asking 
the public to refrain from personal offi ce visits 
unless absolutely necessary.
 Residents are asked rather to direct inqui-
ries and suggestions to either 281-481-5656 
or mynews@southbeltleader.com. After-hours 
phone calls may be directed to Leader publish-
er Marie Flickinger at 281-948-2714.

Beltway closures planned
 At least one inside lane of the westbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road will be closed from Scott 
Street/Fellows Road to SH 288 nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Monday, March 23.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be 
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
day, March 20.
 At least two alternate southbound frontage 
road lanes on Beltway 8 from Crenshaw to 
Grayson will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. through Friday, March 20
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on Beltway 8 from 
Vista to SH 225 will be closed daily from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. through Thursday, April 2.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on Beltway 8 from 
Vista to SH 225 will be closed nightly from 
8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Thursday, April 2.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

Knights fish fry canceled
 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 has 
canceled its fundraising fi sh fry dinner original-
ly planned to take place Friday, March 20, due 
to predicted inclement weather. At press time 
Wednesday, March 18, it was unclear if the fi sh 
dinners scheduled for Friday, March 27, and Fri-
day, April 3, would be affected by the ongoing 
coronavirus fears. See next week’s Leader for 
updates.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf 
Freeway will be completely closed at NASA 
Bypass/NASA Road 1 until further notice.
 The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf 
Freeway will be completely closed at FM 518 
until further notice.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway 
from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City will 
be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Tuesday, March 31.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City 
will be closed nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Tuesday, March 31.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Sagemeadow seeks officers
 Sagemeadow Maintenance Committee can-
didate nominations are still being accepted by 
email, for vice-chairman (one-year term) and 
treasurer (two-year term). Emailed nomina-
tions will be accepted until one week prior to 
the day of the election. In-person nominations 
will be accepted at today’s monthly meeting at 
7 p.m. Thursday, March 19. The election is 
still planned for Saturday, April 4. However, 
due to the continuously developing state of 
current events, the date is subject to change.

Toastmasters go virtual
 Young Professionals SE Toastmasters Club 
is committed to its member’s safety during this 
National Emergency. The group will conduct 
virtual meetings every Monday (except hol-
idays), effective immediately to ensure that 
members continue their journey in becoming 
confi dent communicators and leaders. To be a 
guest at the virtual meeting and access the vir-
tual meeting platform, visit www.youngprofes
sionalstoastmasters.com and select the “con-
tact us” button on the home page menu.

DQ postpones free cones
 Dairy Queen’s free cone giveaway sched-
uled to take place Thursday, March 19, has 
been postponed due to ongoing fears of the 
coronavirus. Originally planned to commem-
orate the fi rst day of spring, the promotion will 
be rescheduled, DQ offi cials said. The store, 
however, remains open.
 “TDQ stores remain open and our top pri-
ority is to provide a clean, safe place for our 
fans to enjoy their favorite eats and treats. We 
are following cleaning and sanitation practices 
that exceed local, state and government stan-
dards,” the company said in a press release. 
“TDQ has implemented updated safety pro-
cedures that include increasing the frequen-
cy of employee handwashing and cleaning of 
high-contact areas in our restaurants including 
door handles, pin pads for transactions, con-
diment and beverage stations, countertops and 
fan seating areas.”
 For information, visit dqtexas.com or fol-
low TDQ on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook.

Turner suspends water disconnections
 On Thursday, March 12, Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner issued an Executive Order to 
suspend water service disconnections through-
out the City of Houston through Thursday, 
April 30.
 The City of Houston takes the health and safe-
ty of its community very seriously. As it contin-
ues its efforts to stop the spread of the COVID-19, 
it is important that everyone in Houston have ac-
cess to clean water.

 Water bills will still need to be paid on time 
to avoid late fees, even though water service dis-
connections will be temporarily suspended. Wa-
ter bill payments can be made online, through 
the automated phone system at 713-371-1265, 
or with a customer service representative at 713-
371-1400.
 Visit HoustonEmergency.org for updated in-
formation regarding COVID-19 in the Houston 
area.

City cancels local recycling event
 Houston District E City Council Member 
Dave Martin would like to make Clear Lake and 
Southeast Houston area residents aware the Sol-
id Waste Management Department’s batteries, 

oil, paint and antifreeze (B.O.P.A.) event sched-
uled for Saturday, March 21 has been canceled. 
 The cancellation was in response to an an-

Continued on Page 4A

Leader, others offer help to seniors
 The Leader is seeking help the vulnerable in 
the South Belt community, particularly the elder-
ly and the disabled, by providing necessary sup-
plies when possible.
 Anyone who knows of specifi c area residents 
in need is urged to contact the newspaper at 281-

481-5656 or mynews@southbeltleader.com. Af-
ter-hours phone calls may be directed to Leader 
publisher Marie Flickinger at 281-948-2714.
 Hilton Furniture & Mattress has also agreed to 
participate and has offered its store to be used as 
drop center.

By PISD Communication Department
 Note: Plans and protocols are changing at a 
very fast pace.  These are the facts leading up 
to press time.  For around-the-clock, up-to-date 
information, go to the Pasadena ISD website at  
www1.pasadenaisd.org  
 The Houston area continues to see an increas-
ing number of confi rmed cases of COVID-19 
and health offi cials report this number is expect-
ed to increase as more testing is made available. 
As a result the CDC is encouraging a social dis-
tancing protocol to be enacted.

Pasadena ISD complies with social 
distancing protocol

 As a result of the social distancing protocol 
requested by the CDC and county, Pasadena ISD 
has closed facilities from March 16 to April 10.  

What about school?
 Pasadena ISD is working diligently to prepare 
on-line/distance learning instruction for their 
students.  Campuses are working on distributing 
computers this week to students in grades 5-12. 
Training for teachers to become virtual instruc-
tors has begun and the plan is for students to 
begin virtual instruction on Monday, March 23, 
2020.  
 Teachers have begun reaching out to many 
students and will provide ongoing support and 
feedback for the students in their classes.  In ad-
dition to academics, students will receive fi ne 
arts, physical education and social emotional 
lessons while they are learning at home.  
 Pasadena ISD is trying to ensure that their stu-
dents are prepared to graduate at the end of the 
year or to continue successfully in the next grade 
level.

Curbside lunch program
Grab-n-go free breakfast and lunch

 Pasadena Independent School District will 
offer curbside grab-and-go free breakfast and 
lunch to all Pasadena ISD students. This began 
on Tuesday, March 17, and will continue on 
school days for the duration of closed campuses.
 Parents may drive by any of the fi ve tradition-
al high schools to pick up a meal for each child 
who is present in the vehicle. With the require-
ment to maintain a safe social distance, no meals 
will be available for parents or students walking 
up to the campus. Meals will be delivered to each 
vehicle, do not park.
 Those campuses include:
 J. Frank Dobie High School(10220 Black-
hawk Blvd., Houston, TX 77089)
 Sam Rayburn High School (2121 Cherry-
brook Lane, Pasadena, TX 77502)
 Pasadena High School (206 South Shaver St., 
Pasadena, TX 77506)
 South Houston High School(3820 Shaver St., 
South Houston, TX 77587)
 Pasadena Memorial High School (4410 Cren-
shaw Road, Pasadena, TX 77504)
 Breakfast will be served from 7:30-8:30 a.m., 
and lunch will be served from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Both meals may now be picked up at once. 
 There is no cost for these meals, and the pro-
gram is open to all Pre-K - 12th grade Pasadena 
ISD students.

Cancellations:
 All Pasadena ISD events (scheduled for 
March-April 10) have been postponed until fur-
ther notice.

Continued on Page 6A

Pasadena ISD addresses 
COVID-19 pandemic issues
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Publisher’s Opinion

Pre-kindergartener Milan Pecina (holding sign) at Jessup Elementary has been named 
Outstanding Student of the Month by school staff who say that she is a bright and 
cheerful student who comes to class eager to learn and participates in math and read-
ing activities. She loves learning new information and is quickly becoming an inde-
pendent reader. In addition to her academics, Pecina is a kind friend who takes time 
to help her peers when they need it. She will continue to succeed in school with her 
hard work and sparkling personality. Shown above, celebrating Pecina’s recognition 
are, left to right, Barry Burleigh, chamber member and owner of Burleigh Chiroprac-
tic; Denise Burleigh, chamber member and owner of Insurance for All Ages; Pecina; 
Dr. Angela Stallings, Pasadena ISD associate superintendent; Jennifer Chapa, Jessup 
assistant principal; and Dr. Rhonda Parmer, Pasadena ISD associate superintendent.

South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce honors 
Outstanding Students of the Month for February 

Morris Middle School offi cials have selected fi fth-grader Xian Ampando (holding 
sign) as the Outstanding Student of the Month, noting that he demonstrates Trail-
blazer qualities that are very admired, including coming to class prepared, participat-
ing during the lesson and being willing to help others around him. Ampando works 
hard and is excited to be at school as he participates in Sprinkle with Kindness and 
the Boys Book Club. He gets along with his peers and motivates others to do their best. 
This Morris Trailblazer is known to offer his best, remain responsible and strive to 
succeed every day. His teachers enjoy having him in class. Enjoying the day of recog-
nition with Ampando are, left to right, Allison Lewallen, Morris principal; Dr. Angela 
Stallings; Barry Burleigh; Denise Burleigh; and Dr. Rhonda Parmer.

Melillo Middle School staff has named sixth-grader Tiffany Nguyen (holding sign) as 
the Outstanding Student of the Month, citing that she is a role model for others to fol-
low who exemplifi es the school motto “Hearts that Care, Hands that Serve and Minds 
that Think.” Nguyen says her favorite subject is math and “she appreciates learning 
in Mrs. Schafroth’s class.” She knows that math is a skill that she will always be able 
to use in the future. She enjoys vacationing in Vietnam, where she is able to visit with 
relatives and “hang out” with family. During the summer months, Nguyen is enthusi-
astic to spend time drawing, singing and dancing. Her favorite Melillo school memory 
is the event the Mustang Games because she is able to participate as a team member 
to achieve a goal. Shown with Nguyen, left to right, are Jennifer Saucedo, Melillo as-
sistant principal; Jacqueline Carmona, counselor; Kayne Schafroth, teacher; Chris 
Clark, chamber board member; and John Harbaugh, children’s librarian at Parker 
Williams Library.

Mia Roppolo (holding certifi cate), fourth-grade student at South Belt Elementary, 
was chosen Outstanding Student of the Month by school staff who have noted that 
she is a great student because she is a hard worker and never gives up. She works 
hard to be successful, has a great attitude toward school and is a good friend to her 
peers. She is kind and caring and is helpful anytime that someone may need her, 
whether it be a peer or a teacher who needs assistance. Roppolo is a great role model 
for her peers as well. Honoring her in the photo above are, left to right, Marie Goree, 
fourth grade teacher; Linda Moreno, fourth grade teacher; Candy Howard, principal; 
Chris Clark, chamber member; and John Harbaugh.

Fourth-grade Stuchbery Elementary student Ashley Ly (left of sign) was selected Out-
standing Student of the Month by school offi cials who state Ly exhibits several char-
acteristics that the Stallions embody as she strives to follow the school guidelines to 
success of “improving each day” and encourages others to do daily. She is friendly 
and improves her relationships and others by seeing the best in her friends. She is up-
lifting and makes everyone feel welcomed. Since this is her fi rst year in Personalized 
Learning, Ly has taken advantage of the learning opportunities to become a Self-Di-
rected Learner. Shown above are, left to right, Jose Hernandez, Stuchbery principal; 
Alexandra Whited, Ly, teacher; Ly; Kristi Koncaba, president and COO of Texan Bank 
and chamber member; Rebecca Lilley, South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce 
chair-elect; and Linda Bravo, teacher.

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 A notice on the City of Houston Public Library website reads, 
 “Houston Public Library temporarily suspends service to implement COVID-19 proce-
dures.
 The Houston Public Library values the health and safety of our staff and customers as a top 
priority. We are actively monitoring guidance from the Houston Health Department, as well as 
local, state and federal authorities to do our part to support the health of the entire community. 
 This is a time of rapidly changing conditions regarding COVID-19, and in our efforts to 
help prevent the spread of this disease in our region, the Houston Public Library has sus-
pended service at all locations until further notice. This suspension also includes all public 
programs and events.
 Remember that the Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital ser-
vices are always available 24/7 with your MY Link Library Card at www.houstonlibrary.org, 
including e-books and e-audiobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes 
and tutoring, and databases.
 Updated information regarding the immediate future of library services, programs, due 
dates, fi nes and late fees, and more will be communicated within the next 48 hours.
 We encourage you to visit the City of Houston’s Emergency Operations Center website 
at https://houstonemergency.org/covid19 or call 832-393-4220 for more information meant 
to slow the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the number of people infected. For more details 
visit: www.houstonlibrary.”

Parker Williams Library
 The regularly scheduled events for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., have 
been canceled. 
 The notice on the website reads, 
 “For the health and safety of our staff and customers, effective March 17 through April 1st, 
Harris County Public Library will temporarily transition to offering limited and no-contact 
in-person services to the public. Library buildings will not be accessible for public use.
 We will continue to offer limited library services: 
 – Curbside library holds pick up (Monday - Thursday 10 AM to 6 PM, Friday 1 PM to 6 PM, 
Saturday 10 AM to 5 PM). 
 – Curbside Grab-and-Go program kits 
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube 
 – Check your account to renew loans or request books 
 – Download eBooks, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive 
 – Stream classic fi lms, indie cinema, and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy 
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive 
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks 
 – Ask us a question by phone or email 
 – Get book recommendations 
 – Register for a library card online 
 – No late fees will be assessed during this time. Please follow @harriscountypl on Facebook 
or Twitter for updated information.”
 For additional information, call the library at 832-927-7870.

In My Opinion
Trautman touts 
voting improvements
 Over the past three days, I have heard 
from voters, community groups, media, 
and elected offi cials regarding concerns 
about long lines on Election Day. There 
were several factors at play that led to this 
event, but make no mistake – I believe very 
strongly that the right to vote is core to our 
democracy and the voting booth should be 
accessible for everyone.
Running an election in this political climate 
can truly be a balancing act, especially in 
a Texas primary where the political parties 
contract with my offi ce to administer the 
election. The responsibility of the parties, 
is to come to an agreement on the polling 
locations and staffi ng of election workers. 
The responsibility of my offi ce, is to provide 
equipment and to tabulate the results. We 
did the best with what we had and what we 
believed was fair and equitable by allocat-
ing equal amounts of equipment to each 
party. However, we take full responsibility 
for the long lines and wait times, and apol-
ogize to the voters and communities who 
were affected. We will reevaluate machine 
allocations and turnout projections based 
on both the data we have available and 
feedback from the community for the Pri-
mary Runoff Election.
 In the 15 months I have been in of-
fi ce, my team and I have made a vari-
ety of changes to increase equity at the 
polls. Among these, the implementation of 
Countywide Polling, expanded Early Vot-
ing hours and locations, enhanced Elec-
tion Judge training, and adding locations 
on college campuses like Texas Southern 
University.
 It is clear that the history of marginalized 
communities being left behind in the voting 
process has led to polling deserts in areas 
of Harris County. I believe that we have 
made some strides, but we still have work 
left to do.
 Moving forward, the voters of Harris 
County have my commitment to working 
together to make sure the November Gen-
eral Election is a success. There will be 
more than 50 Early Voting locations and 
approximately 750 Election Day polling lo-
cations. I would again like to express my 
immense gratitude toward all election judg-
es, poll workers, and voters who give their 
time and passion to making democracy 
come alive. Diane Trautman
 County Clerk

GOP spokesman
on Biden, debate
 At last night’s debate, Joe Biden capit-
ulated to the left and promised that if he’s 
elected president, he’ll ban new fracking 
and there’d be “no ability for the oil indus-
try to drill, period.”
 Such a move would decimate Texas’ 
oil and gas industry, putting thousands 
out of work. So will Lizzie Fletcher and 
Colin Allred still support their party’s pre-
sumptive nominee despite it being clear 
he’d be a disaster for Texas?

Bob Salera
Deputy Communications Director

National Republican Congressional 

Muecke comments: 
nuisance newspapers
 I ask that you read the South Belt 
Leader dated March 12. Page 1 and 
then continued on page 2A. This is not 
the fi rst time, a number of previous is-
sues have discussed the problem of the 
Chronicle distributing this newspaper 
FREE to the many homes in the South 
Belt area. Why, the thinking is many are 
Hispanic. Not so.
 A lady walks this neighborhood with 
her grandson, they take a 33 gallon gar-
bage bag and pick up these papers. She 
said no one picks up the papers and 
they lay there until the rains wash them 
away or they rot. 
 Another gentleman also disapproves, 
it is just littering. The papers are also 
thrown in my neighborhood at times and 
I do the same, pick them up and place in 
the trash.
 Now what is most upsetting to me is 
I have now taken the Chronicle at my 
home for 60 years. The price just keeps 
increasing to the point I am about to 
drop the paper. 
 Here I am paying for you to use my 
money in this manner. Instead of trying 
to keep me your just doing the opposite. 
I well know newsprint is being replaced 
by electronics. This is not the way to 
keep your existing customers.
 Now, you need to learn from the 
South Belt Leader. A very well written/
published newspaper. Very community 
orientated and no paper better supports 
their local schools (PISD & CCISD) 
more than this paper does.
 Jim Muecke
Publisher’ comment: Thanks for the 
kind words!               _Marie Flickinger

Alva Sepulveda
remembers 1st born
 Today my fi rst born Carlos Mottu Sep-
ulveda would’ve turned 40. On December 
28, 2017 Carlos took his own life chang-
ing things for my family and I forever. Car-
los had great qualities one being a good 
athlete he excelled in baseball, basketball 
and track Carlos was a natural towards the 
the end it was golf he took a liking to. Car-
los loved animals he was part of P.E.T.A. 
and on his third Prairie dog who gratefully 
went to a good home. My son was a good 
person with a good heart. There is some-
thing few people knew about him, the love 
he had for Christ and the wonderful knowl-
edge and wisdom of the Holy Bible. Carlos 
was 6’2” and I 4’11” I close my eyes and 
imagine my arms around him falling on his 
hips and he lowering his head to kiss the 
top of my mine.  My son was depressed 
turning to drugs neither one is prejudice 
it can happen to anyone. I love, miss and 
think of him everyday, Until we meet again 
sweet boy I love you forever,          Love,   

Mom (Alva Sepulveda)

 Horace “Buzz” Moore, 
85, of Houston, died March 
11, 2020. 

 He was born in Jacksboro, 
Texas, Oct. 8, 1934, to James 
and Minnie Moore. 
 He grew up in Sweetwa-
ter, Texas. 
 He was married to Oleane 
Moore for 42 years before her 
death in 2004. 
 Buzz had a career as a let-
ter carrier for the U.S. Post 
Offi ce for 35 years. Oleane 
and he were members of 
Sagemont Church and South 
Belt residents for many, 
many years. 
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his loving 
wife; and brothers Coy Lee 
Moore, A.J. “Jack” Moore, 
Wayne Moore and Harold 
“Bugger” Moore.
 Buzz is survived by his 

two sons Larry Moore and 
wife Michelle; and Wes 
Moore and wife Tracey; 
grandchildren Zakery Moore, 
Jerrod Moore and Kaylee 
Moore; sister Ola “Sister” 
Robb; along with numerous 
nieces and nephews.
 A visitation is Wednesday, 
March 18, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at Forest Park East Funeral 
Home, 21620 Gulf Freeway, 
in Webster.
 A funeral service will be 
held Thursday, March 19, at 
2 p.m. at the same venue as 
the visitation.
 Serving as pallbearers 
will be Zakery Moore, Jer-
rod Moore, Mike Moore, Jer-
ry Moore, Mike Myers and 
Gary Carmouche.

Horace “Buzz”
Moore

Leader checks out social media
By Natalie Abarca

 A member of People of 
Sagemont 2 Facebook group 
posted two surveillance vid-
eos of a man that stole from 
a home two times in broad 
daylight. The location is very 
close to H-E-B on Black-
hawk. The family was out of 
town during the fi rst incident 
on March 9, and the sec-
ond time the homeowners’ 
children were home during 

on March 15. The member 
states that the homeowners 
are giving a reward for any 
information on the suspect. 
The post was shared on other 
Facebook groups.
 A member of The Offi cial 
South Belt & Sagemont Area 
Crime Alert Facebook group 
shared a picture of two sus-
pects that robbed a person  
March 14 in the parking lot 
of where Foodarama was 

previously located on Fuqua 
at Sabo. Apparently, the in-
cident was a sale transaction 
gone wrong. The person was 
meeting two men that were 
interested in purchasing a 
golden Frenchie puppy, but 
instead took the puppy. The 
member states that if anyone 
recognizes the suspects to 
contact them. This post has 
been shared on other Face-
book pages.

Time to take a deep breath, relax
 This is about the craziest time of my 77 
years. Having gone through the Brio Su-
perfund Site, Harvey, the great South Belt 
fl ood of 1979, etc. did not prepare us for 
what is going on today. It’s like the world 
has really gone crazy.  It is no fun being to-
tally left out of the loop and with no control. 
Just going along with the fl ow.
 But this is a time we need to grab on 
to family and loved ones and those in our 
lives that make life worth living. Most of all, 
it is time to put our fate in God’s hands, and 
try to relax and make the best of each day.
 The world is much different today than a 
short week ago when the rodeo was shut 
down around noon last Wednesday.
 Life was so simple before that.
 But having lived in a community that 
knows and understands the saying that, 
“What doesn’t kill you, makes you stron-
ger,” I know we will survive.
 As a born and raised a Catholic girl, I 
could never have imagined being told not 
to go to church on Sunday. But that is the 

message now. And imagine New York with-
out its theaters and restaurants and Las 
Vegas with closed-up casinos.
 Talk about a topsy turvy world! We are 
there. I am just so thankful to the many 
people who are working hard for us each 
day at places like Pasadena Independent 
School District and San Jacinto College. 
They are working all day, every day to 
make things right for all our students.
 Thanks to our emergency people - fi re, 
medical and police. God Bless all of you.
 Keep an eye out for an older neighbor 
who may need help.
 The upcoming Leaders will be a lot dif-
ferent than you are used to, as there is not 
much news to report that doesn’t have to 
do with the virus.  
 But we will do our best to keep you in-
formed to help you during this diffi cult time.  
Our prayers and love are with you. As a 
community I know we will survive.

Marie Flickinger,
Publisher
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Atkinson Elementary kindergartener Scarlett Cruz (standing left of sign) was chosen 
Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Cruz comes to school 
every day with a smile on her face. She loves school and always does her best in her 
work each day. She is kind to others and is willing to help her friends and teacher. 
She has a friendly personality and a great attitude. She actively participates and gives 
interesting input in class discussions. Shown above with Cruz are, Samantha Coyle, 
kindergarten teacher; mother of Cruz; Lena Ortiz, school principal; Chris Clark; 
and John Harbaugh.

Beverly Hills Intermediate offi cials selected eighth-grader Matison Mitchell (hold-
ing sign) the Outstanding Student of the Month. Mitchell is a BHI athlete, musician 
and honors student whose hard work and perseverance really deserve to be award-
ed. She works hard every day, even when she isn’t feeling her best. According to 
school staff, she is kind, helpful and caring to her friends and fellow students, and 
always chooses the high road in any situation. She holds herself to a higher stan-
dard and lives up to that standard. Staff say they couldn’t be more proud to call 
Matison Mitchell a BHI Bear and know there are wonderful things in store for her. 
Shown celebrating Mitchell’s accomplishment are, left to right, Kristi Koncaba; 
Jennifer Teichelman, BHI assistant principal; Mitchell; Rebecca Lilley; and Stacey 
Barber, BHI school principal.

Hancock Elementary third-grader Aiden Gilbert (holding sign) is curious, hard-work-
ing and kind. He happily helps others and is respectful of their needs.  He always gets 
his work done in a timely manner and cares enough to do his best.  When he makes 
academic mistakes, he wants to learn what went wrong so he can learn from his mis-
takes. He is a dedicated learner and is an excellent example of a Thomas Hancock 
Bison. Congratulating Gilbert above are, left to right, Dr. Angela Stallings, Pasade-
na ISD associate superintendent; Denise Burleigh, chamber member; Celena Bustos, 
third-grade teacher; Barry Burleigh; Veronica Sandoval, Hancock school principal; 
and Dr. Rhonda Parmer, Pasadena ISD associate superintendent.

J. Frank Dobie Ninth Grade Campus (Dobie9) school offi cials have named Bella 
Perez (holding sign) the Outstanding Student of the Month. “Bella is an outstanding 
young lady. She takes pride in everything that she does. Whether it is in the class-
room or on the court/softball fi eld. Not only is she on the varsity softball team as a 
freshman, she also takes private lessons for volleyball to keep her skills up. Doing 
all of these activities and still maintaining an A/B average, Bella has a great attitude 
and is a joy to be around. She will be successful in the future because of her high 
standards and work ethic.” said teacher Dawn Sexton. “Bella is an extremely kind 
young lady. Always respectful and asking such good thought provoking questions in 
biology. She was asked by her softball coach to write a response to a question about 
the team. The question was, “Do we remove less qualifi ed players or keep them?” 
Bella was all about keeping these players on the team to help build their talents and 
work on becoming a better family as a team. “Just a little story about her sweet 
nature,” said teacher Amanda Langston. Shown celebrating Perez’ accomplishment 
with her are, left to right, Clinton Hopper, assistant principal; Neal Brownlee, assis-
tant principal;  John Harbaugh; and Chris Clark.

Dobie High School named 12th-grader Danielle Colunga (holding sign) as Out-
standing Student of the Month of February. According to school offi cials, Colunga 
is a remarkable young woman and has an excellent attitude toward her education, 
her peers and her community. She is a role model to the student body of Dobie High 
School. She has “cracked the code for time management skills” by not only partici-
pating in Advanced Placement courses, but also taking dual credit courses from the 
local community college. In addition to excelling in her studies, Colunga manages 
to participate in three sports at the varsity level, including volleyball, cross-country 
and softball. She is a determined and motivated individual, and has a bright future 
ahead of her. Joining in recognizing Colunga are, left to right, Teresa Jack, Dobie 
counselor; John Harbaugh; and Chris Clark.

Frazier Elementary School offi cials chose kindergartener Genesis Martinez (standing 
right of sign) as Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Mar-
tinez exemplifi es virtues of her name: G-gentle, E-exemplary, N-noble, E-endearing, 
S-sweet, I-impartial and S-studious. Sharing the moment of honor with Martinez are, 
left to right, Rebecca Lilley; Martinez’ mother; Martinez’ little brother; Wendy Wise-
burn, Frazier school principal; and Kristi Koncaba.

Genoa Elementary offi cials named third-grader Rabail Khan (holding sign) the 
Outstanding Student of the Month. Khan works hard and is always persevering 
through the hard work. She is an honest student who always follows directions in 
class. Celebrating this day of notoriety with Khan are, left to right, Dr. Angela Stall-
ings; Tiffany Bennett, Genoa Elementary principal; Khan; Denise Burleigh; and 
Barry Burleigh.

Burnett Elementary School offi cials are proud to nominate fi rst-grade student Torri 
Caniff (holding sign) as the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce February 
Student of the Month. Caniff is helpful, kindhearted, considerate and hard work-
ing. She is a natural born leader and takes initiative when her teacher needs some-
thing. When she arrives in the morning, she always has a smile and is ready to learn. 
Shown above are, left to right, Caniff’s father and mother; Torri Caniff; Rebecca 
Lilley; and Jae Lee, Burnett principal.

South Belt Chamber of Commerce honors outstanding students for February

The Outstanding Student of the Month for Dr. Kirk Lewis Career & Technical High 
School is 12th-grader Alfredo Rodriguez (holding sign). Rodriguez is a member of 
the auto collision program. Being one of their brightest students and ranking in 
the top 10 percent of the Class of 2020, Rodriguez describes himself as a fast learn-
er and catches on quickly despite his very social personality. He has won several 
SKILLS USA competitions and intends to pursue a career in the auto collision in-
dustry by continuing to learn from mentors and attending Universal Technical In-
stitute. Shown with Rodriguez are, left to right, Jessica McCoy, 12th-grade assistant 
principal; Barry Burleigh, chamber member; Denise Burleigh, chamber member; 
Chris Clark; and John Harbaugh, children’s librarian at Parker Williams Library.

Thompson Intermediate has named eighth-grade student Alexa Gonzalez (hold-
ing sign) the Outstanding Student of the Month for February. According to school 
staff, Gonzalez is a superb student athlete. She has represented the Lady Lions in 
volleyball, basketball, track and soccer. Gonzalez is also in Yearbook and PreAP 
classes. She is a leader among her peers and kind to others; one who is depend-
able, responsible and shows what it means to have Lion Pride. Sharing the mo-
ment of pride with Gonzalez are, left to right, Tanis Griffi n, principal; Kristi Kon-
caba, president and COO of Texan Bank and chamber member; Rebecca Lilley, 
chamber chair-elect; and Daniel Merillas, teacher.
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Remember WhenOver The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JOE!
 Wishes for a very happy birthday are sent 
March 25 to longtime Sagemont resident Joe 
Dominguez from his wife Yolanda, family, 
friends and the staff at the South Belt Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays March 19 
through March 25, 2020.
 Burnett Elementary
 Celebrating a special birthday March 20 
is Jae Lee, principal. Light the candles on a 
birthday cake March 21 for Patricia Castillo. 
Alicia Carrizal and Maria Vargas share a 
day of celebration on March 22. Carmen 
Norris marks a birthday on March 25.

Bush Elementary
 Light the candles on a birthday cake 
March 25 for Maria Trela.

Frazier Elementary
 On March 20, Bertila Guerrero cele-
brates a birthday. Send a birthday greeting 
March 21 to Maria Campos. 

Genoa Elementary
 March 19 is a day for a celebration for Liz 
Zalce.

Moore Elementary
 Join in the birthday fun March 23 for 
Katlyn Box. Send a birthday greeting March 
24 to Kirsten Leeper.

South Belt Elementary
 Warm wishes for a wonderful birthday 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader staff sends birthday wishes 
to friends in the community. For those want-
ing a birthday mentioned in this section, 
email mynews@southbeltleader.com with 
“OTBF: Friends Celebrate Birthdays” in 
the subject line by Friday noon for the next 
week’s publication.
 Thursday, March 19: Tammie Little, 
Tonyka Smith, Cindy Dominguez, Shanna 
Young and Keith Pinchbec; Friday, March 
20: Roxanne Wheeler, Ken Dittrich, 
Martinez Joaquin, Carol Dawkins, Al 
Vanek, James Leslie, Martha Heinrich 
and Sheri Rose; Saturday, March 21: Suni 
Ballard, Jamacia Zabala-Gonzalez and 
Joseph Block; Sunday, March 22: Kristy 
Poole, Maria Ybarra, Michael Hansen, 
Edwin Watson and Gary Hooks; Monday, 
March 23: Cindy Kiessling, Monica Garza, 
Michael McKissick and James Lucadou; 
Tuesday, March 24: Jessica Faulkner, 
Jaime Napoli, Rainbow Montenegro, 
Larry Bischof and Michelle Noble; and 
Wednesday, March 25: Joe Dominguez, 
Iris Scentsy, LaMagnolia Trattoria 
Italiana, Chris Williams and Jeff Wright. 

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Send an email for notifications of 
birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

are sent to Chum Kim March 20. Katherine 
Myers and Praisy Thomas enjoy a birthday 
March 23. 

Melillo Middle School
 March 24 is the day for a fun celebration 
for Kimberly Salinas.

Roberts Middle School
 Marking a birthday March 22 are 
Carlynn “Carly” Frank and Shelby Willis. 
Celebrating a March 23 birthday is Melissa 
Hargrave. Send a birthday greeting March 
25 to Narcedalia Reyes.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Light the birthday candles March 21 
for Berenice Mejia. Send a happy birth-
day greeting March 22 to Laura Guzman. 
Share in the birthday celebration for Daniel 
Mullen March 23.

Thompson Intermediate
 Tiffani Saucedo enjoys a birthday March 
22. Blow out the candles for Travis Meyer 
and Joshua Pruneda on March 24.

Dobie High
 Warm birthday greetings are sent to 
Jennifer Johnson on March 19. The day 
for cake and ice cream for Leanna Foster 
is March 20. Light the birthday candles 
on March 21 for Carol Declercq. Robert 
Francis marks a birthday March 23. Break 
out the balloons and party favors March 24 
for Angela Gaston and Emily Lyons. On 
March 24, double birthday wishes are sent 
to Gloria Martinez and Michael White. 

40 years ago ( 1980)
 State Rep. Bill Caraway, 
District 100, sued Randy 
Pennington citing violations 
of the Texas Election Code.
 Houston City Council 
adopted an ordinance re-
stricting development that 
would contribute to area 
fl ooding.
 Although a total of 
$2,750 was offered for in-
formation leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of those 
responsible for a fi re that 
caused $500,000 in dam-
age to Frazier Elementary, 
Houston Arson investigators 
had not worked on the case 
for several months.
 Houston and South-
east Volunteer Firefi ghters 
worked two separate motor 
vehicle accidents. The fi rst 
was an overturned pickup 
truck on Beamer, the other 
was an auto-pedestrian acci-
dent on Scarsdale.
 Absentee voting for four 
South Belt area utility dis-
tricts began.

35 years ago ( 1985)
 Surveys were done to de-
termine the necessary steps 
to be taken to add an autho-
rized vehicle lane (called 
the Gulf Freeway Transit) 

on the Gulf Freeway from 
downtown to the city limits 
at Choate Road.

30 years ago (1990)
 Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District denied 
health-related transfers of 
four families requesting to 
relocate their children from 
the Brio area.
 The Leader reported that 
more than 200 elementa-
ry-aged children were at-
tending private schools in-
stead of Weber because of 
health concerns.
 Several local sports 
teams left fi elds near the 
Dixie Oil Processors toxic 
dump due to the potential 
for toxic chemical exposure.
 A benefi t dance for South 
Belt resident Robert Alcala, 
a quadriplegic after a motor-
cycle accident, was planned 
to help defray medical and 
living expenses.
 A special blood drive 
was underway for Dobie 
graduate Mike Morris who 
experienced complications 
after surgery.

25 years ago (1995)
 J. Frank Dobie sopho-
more Cheryl Ezzell won two 
gold and two bronze medals 
in the Pan American games 
in Argentina.
 Several South Belt res-
idents won medals in the 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District science fair.
 The Thompson Interme-
diate academic team won 
their third straight champi-
onship.

20 years ago (2000)
 The Scarsdale bridge re-
opened at Beamer Road.
 A house fi re across from 
the home of Jaime Barrica 
who had been shot at his 
home was ruled intentional.
 The Clear Brook High 
School Latin Club won fi rst 

in the Gulf Coast area com-
petition for the fourth time 
in fi ve years.

15 years ago (2005)
 The Harris County 
District Attorney’s offi ce 
sought a fi fth suspect in the 
murder-for-hire of Luan 
Cong Pham. This suspect 
was believed to have sup-
plied the weapon used in the 
murder.
 Harris County leaders 
Commissioner El Fran-
co Lee, Constable Gary 
Freeman and Justice of the 
Peace Jo Ann Delgado host-
ed an Easter egg hunt at El 
Franco Lee Park.
 The death of Sandra San-
chez, 32, who had dog bites 
on her body when it was 
found in the backyard of her 
residence, was ruled acci-
dental. 
 Forever, a book by Judy 
Blume, was causing contro-
versy at PISD due to its sex-
ually graphic content. The 
American Library Associ-
ation named it as its eighth 
most banned book.
 The Chase Bank, South 
Belt, was robbed by a male 
suspect of unknown age. No 
weapon was displayed, but 
he gave the teller a note de-
manding money. The teller 
complied and the suspect 
left in an unknown direc-
tion.

10 years ago (2010)
        Pasadena Independent 
School District offi cials 
proposed to open a new fa-
cility in the South Belt to 
cater to would-be incoming 
Dobie freshmen deemed 
not yet prepared for high 
school. To be located on 
Blackhawk between Dobie 
High School and Moore El-
ementary, the center would 
primarily house students 
from Thompson and Bever-

ly Hills intermediates who 
had not passed their Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills (TAKS) tests.

5 years ago (2015)
 Chuck Tylka was 
re-elected by his colleagues 
to serve another term as 
chief of the Southeast Vol-
unteer Fire Department. 
This marked the seventh 
consecutive time Tylka, who 
has 40 years of service, had 
fi lled the position. Founding 
member Jerry Terrell, who 
has 44 years of service, was 
re-elected assistant chief/
fi re marshal.

1 year ago (2019)
 A South Belt resident 
and his son were shot the 
evening of Saturday, March 
16, during a road rage inci-
dent near NRG Park. Ricar-
do Quiroga, 61, and Richard 
Quiroga, 28, were leaving 
the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo around 5:40 p.m. 
in the 1500 block of Fannin 
when they got into an alter-
cation with another driver. 
The argument escalated, 
and the incident led both 
drivers to travel east in the 
1400 block of West Bellfort 
Avenue, where the second 
driver positioned himself 
behind the Quiroga’s vehi-
cle and began fi ring a weap-
on. Ricardo Quiroga then 
returned fi re.
  The father was shot in 
the shoulder area, while his 
son was shot in the head. 
Both were transported to a 
nearby hospital. 
 Richard Quiroga suffered 
serious injuries in the inci-
dent but was expected to 
survive. 
 The second driver fl ed 
the scene. It is unknown if 
he was struck by a bullet. 
No immediate arrests were 
made.
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Moore celebrates Go Texan Day

Moore Elementary students and staff recently observed Go Texan Day. Shown above 
are, left to right, Shelly Blair, second-grade teacher; David Perry; Emiliano Solis; Ny-
roshi Harris; Dahlia Salinas;  Hailey Sichanh; and Kayden Milton.

Shown above are, left to right, Chance Slaughter, Xara Oddo, Maite Ortega and sec-
ond-grade teacher Sara Saxon.  Photos submitted

Displaying all smiles during Go Texan Day are, left to right, Lourdes Guenard, librarian; Denise 
Narvaez, paraprofessional; and third-grade teacher Maury Klann.

Shown above are, left to right, Emmery Lynn; Lakennia Cole, fourth-
grade teacher; and Lilah Aguayo. Shown left are, left to right, (front row) 
Giovani Hernandez, Jorge Moreno, Antonio Aguirre, Arian Arellano, 
Amelia Gomez, Kailey Bustos, Alexia Lozano (back row) Hector Gomez, 
Allyson Moreira, Iker Valdez, David Gloria and Ana Villarreal.

 METRO is stepping up 
its public service efforts to 
help safeguard against the 
spread of the new coro-
navirus also known as 
COVID-19.  
 While METRO has not 
been instructed to take any 
specific protective action, 
the Authority is putting an 
even greater emphasis on 
disinfecting surfaces fre-
quently touched by the pub-
lic during daily bus and rail 
cleaning, displaying posters 
along the system reminding 
riders of public health offi-
cials' recommendations to 
stop the spread of germs, 

communicating safety mes-
sages on service alerts and 
remaining in close and con-
tinuous communication 
with local public health and 
emergency management of-
ficials to monitor develop-
ments.  
 These additional mea-
sures are being put in place 
because METRO under-
stands the importance pub-
lic transit plays in this re-
gion and wants everyone to 
be reassured it will continue 
to evaluate the threat of this 
virus and respond appropri-
ately. 
 Protecting the health and 

safety of patrons, employ-
ees and the community is 
METRO's number one pri-
ority.
 While METRO uses an 
antibacterial disinfectant to 
clean vehicles and facilities, 
self care is still the best pro-
tection. 
 According to METRO 
offi cials, it is important that 
the public relies on credi-
ble sources for information 
and follows the guidance 
of health offi cials who en-
courage proper hygiene, 
frequent hand washing and 
staying home if a person is 
sick. 

METRO steps up safety

UHCL fine arts graduates-to-be 
showcase work in exhibition 
 Nineteen seniors prepar-
ing to graduate from Uni-
versity of Houston-Clear 
Lake with a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts plan to exhib-
it their works in the 2020 
Spring BFA Exhibition, 
opening  April 9 during in 
the university’s Art Gallery.
 Lauren Kussro, assistant 
professor of art and design 
said that the participating 
students had submitted five 
or more of their best works 
from across all media for 
the exhibition.
  “The art faculty choos-
es the strongest works from 
all the selections that reflect 
the students’ best work,” 
she said.
 Kussro said that the stu-

dents had been working 
with art faculty as mentors, 
receiving additional guid-
ance and direction about 
their body of work and what 
choices to make for exhibit-
ing.
 “We have some standout 
pieces in this show,” she 
said. “Eve Maulsby did a 
large sculptural piece called 
“December Reflections” 
that she made with welded 
steel and wire. It’s a beau-
tiful piece she did in (asso-
ciate professor of art) Jason 
Makepeace’s class. It’s im-
pressive.”
 Also, she said Rodri-
go Gamarro’s large lino-
cut print was another focal 
point of the show. “Linocut 
is a print process in which 
linoleum is carved, then 
inked with a brayer, then 
run through the press,” she 
said. “Rodrigo traveled to 
Italy recently and was in-
fluenced strongly by the art 
he saw there. His piece is 
called ‘La Pieta.’”
 Kussro said the goal of 

the exhibition was to show 
the best of what the stu-
dents were creating in the 
Fine Arts program. “We 
want people to understand 
what they’re accomplishing 
and that the faculty are re-
ally proud of their students 
and happy to show off what 
they’re doing,” she said. 
“People who come to the 
exhibition will see a wide 
range of really excellent 
work.”
 As students graduate, 
Kussro said, some are go-
ing on to graduate school, 
some may receive intern-
ships, and some will be do-
ing freelance work. 
 An awards reception is 
currently scheduled from 5 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, April 
16, in which winners for 
Best in Show,  first, second 
and third place will be an-
nounced. 
 For additional infor-
mation about the UH-
CL’s Art Gallery, vis-
it www.uhcl.edu/art-gal
lery/.  

 Members of the Catholic Community of St. Luke the Evangelist church, 11011 Hall 
Road, are planning a parish bazaar to be held Saturday, Nov. 14, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 Anyone who wants to register for a craft or product vendor booth (no food or beverag-
es) should contact Lupe Saiz at communications@stlukescatholic.com. 
 Registration fee is $175 (no refunds, consider this donation if the vendor or the event 
has to cancel due to unforeseen circumstances).  
 This fundraiser will benefi t the St. Luke building fund. Deadline for registering for a 
vendor booth is Sept. 25. 

St. Luke’s plans parish bazaar

City of Houston Public Works meets on force main replacement
 Mayor Pro Tem Dave Mar-
tin and Houston Public Works 
would like to make area resi-
dents aware of an upcoming 
public engagement meeting 

for the Bayfi eld Lift Station 
Wastewater Force Main Re-
newal and Replacement Proj-
ect. 
 The scope of work for this 

 The public engagement 
meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, March 31, from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. in the Club Room 
at Space Center Houston, 

project includes removing 
the aging pipes and replacing 
them with new ones, which 
will ensure reliable wastewa-
ter operations services.

1601 E. NASA Parkway. 
 Residents are invited to at-
tend to provide input, engage 
in one-on-one discussion, and 
ask questions regarding the 

project. 
 The meeting will begin 
with a formal presentation, 
followed by a breakout ses-
sion allowing residents to 
speak directly with the proj-
ect team.  For those unable to 
attend the public engagement 
meeting, residents can request 
project materials and submit 
comments to buildforward@
houstontx.gov.

Moore offers scholarships
 Moore Elementary student council is offering four scholarships to graduating seniors 
from Dobie and Lewis Career & Technical high schools who attended Moore in fourth 
grade. 
 Applications are available through the Dobie senior counselor’s offi ce and must be 
returned by Thursday, April 9, to be considered.

Legal clinics temporarily canceled
 For the health and safety 
of the public, the Veterans 
Administration canceled all 
scheduled Friday and Sat-
urday veterans legal clinics 
held at the Michael E. De-
Bakey VA Medical Center 
and Community-Based Out-
patient Clinics (CBOCs) un-
til further notice.
 This notice applies only 
to the legal clinics spon-

sored by the Houston Bar 
Association and Houston 
Volunteer Lawyers. For in-
formation on medical is-
sues,  visit VA.gov. For up-
dates, visit HBA.org.
 The Veterans Legal Ini-
tiative is a program of the 
Houston Bar Association 
and Houston Volunteer 
Lawyers, with funding from 
the Texas Access to Justice 

Foundation, the Houston 
Bar Foundation and the Tex-
as Veterans Commission.

Support Leader 
advertisers!

Continued from Page 1A
nouncement made Wednes-
day, March 11, by Mayor 
Sylvester Turner who de-
clared a Public Health Emer-
gency due to COVID-19. As 
a result of the emergency or-
der, all City of Houston spon-
sored, produced and permit-
ted events will be postponed 
or canceled through the end 
of March.
 Once a new date is set, 
the District E offi ce will no-
tify residents. For more in-
formation, contact Martin’s 
offi ce at 832-393-3008 or dis
tricte@houstontx.gov.

Houston
cancels 
recycling
event
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice
New Covenant 

Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk 

281-484-4230
Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday Wednesday

Bill & Cheryl Hines

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

Frazier Elementary celebrates Dr. Seuss’ birthday

Frazier Elementary recently celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday, with students and staff 
enjoying the festivities. Shown above left is, fi rst-grader, Ethan Hernandez. Shown top 
middle is fi rst-grader, Jacob Ayala. Shown top right is, second-grader Aizik Chiovaro. 

Shown bottom left are, left to right, Alex Boone, fi rst-grade teacher Charity Boone, 
Ava Boone and Alonso Boone. Shown bottom right are, fi rst-grader Isabelle Covarru-
bias and ABLE teacher Ashley McPeek. Photos submitted

South Belt announces VIPs for the month of March
South Belt Elementary of-
fi cials announced the VIP 
students for the month of 
March. The students were 
chosen by their teachers, 
based on their ability to dis-
play the character trait of 
the month kindness. Shown 
are, left to right, (fi rst row) 
Mario Sanchez, Alessandra 
Gutierrez, Hailee Walk-
er, Noah Abarca, Thomas 
Duong, Camryn Gutierrez, 
(second row) Sophia Frank-
lin, Jacob Stallings, Dannie 
Nguyen, Hannah Walker, 
Kai Gibbs, Felix Gonza-
lez, (third row) Jeremias 
Fred, Alessandra Vasquez, 
Breanna McNeal, Erica 
Gonzalez, Anthony Gon-
zales (fourth row) Jaden 
Jimenez, Maham Bukhari, 
Carlos Soto, Ethan Nguy-
en, Gabriel Melchor, Ruby 
Dent, Juliet Martinez, (fi fth 
row) Belladon Thomas, 
Kailynn Scott, Ke’Mareun 
Adams, Crysta Keim, Jor-
dyn Rodriguez and Emma 
Stone. Not shown are Clay-
ton Davis, Vivian Lara, 
Luna Molina, Anna Nguy-
en and Daniel Velasquez.
 Photo by Lakitha Green

PLT presents “The Glass Menagerie”
 Pasadena Little The-
atre is proud to continue 
celebrating its 65th An-
niversary season with its 
final audience choice pro-
duction. 
 “The Glass Menagerie” 
is a classic drama written 
by Tennessee Williams.
 In the production, Tom 
Wingfield is trapped be-
tween the responsibilities 
he must shoulder, since 
his father abandoned the 
family, by providing for 
his mother, Amanda and 
disabled sister Laura and 
the life of adventure and 
change that he craves just 
beyond his reach. 

 When his mother asks 
him to find a “gentleman 
caller” at his warehouse 
workplace to bring home 
for his sister, Tom’s worlds 
collide and set him on a 
path to planning his es-
cape. 
 Director Alric Davis 
presents this classic drama 
in a new light in PLT’s inti-
mate Black Box space. 
 The innovative staging 
features modern technology 
to juxtapose the revolution-
ary period of the setting of 
the “The Glass Menagerie” 
and advances the memory 
play’s momentum.
 “The Glass Menagerie” 

features director Alric Da-
vis, a first-time director 
at PLT. His cast includes 
Manny Martinez, Shawna 
A. Glad, Rebecca Bern-
stein and Rolando Cantu 
Jr. 
 This production opens 
on the Black Box Stage 
March 20 and continues 
weekends through March 
29. Friday and Saturday 
showtimes are 8 p.m. and 
Sunday matinées are at 
2:30 p.m.
 For more information 
and to purchase tickets, call 
the box office at 713-941-
1758 or visit www.pasade
nalittletheatre.org. 

Shown above is cast member Rebecca Bernstein portraying character Laura as she 
adores playing with her menageries.  Photo by Zack Varela

Moore names spelling bee winner

Moore Elementary third- 
grader, Lilah Aguayo 
(right) placed fi rst in the 
Pasadena ISD Elemen-
tary Spelling Bee. Some 
words she spelled were 
ancient, golden, abandon, 
haven, vial and galaxy. 
Aguayo’s parents are 
Jose Aguayo and Cindy 
Montemayor. Shown be-
low are, left to right, Di-
ego Corona, third-place 
winner from Red Bluff 
Elementary; Aguayo; 
and Madelynne Peve-
to, second-place winner 
from Parks Elementary.
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

 We are so early into the outbreak of COVID-19 it is dangerous to jump to many conclusions 
based on the very limited data we have. We have studied infl uenza for decades with a universe 
of hundreds of millions of cases. Yet, there is still a great deal of uncertainty regarding infl uen-
za’s fatality and transmission rates. With COVID-19, we are dealing with a data on only about 
150,000 cases over less than three months. On top of that, we know little about how accurate 
the data we have is.
 But, with that huge caveat in mind, there may be a pattern developing based on the expe-
riences of China, South Korea, Italy and Iran. These are the current hot spots. All of the other 
countries that have reported cases have fewer than half the cases of these four countries and 
their outbreaks started somewhat later.
 The World Health Organization (WHO) began publishing daily updates on the number of 
cases by country on January 21. (See 1 below.) According to their data China already had 278 
cases at that time. There were only four cases outside of China. The outbreak in China rapidly 
accelerated and by the fi rst week in February, it was reporting over 3,000 new cases per day. 
The number of cases in South Korea, Italy and Iran began to accelerate about two weeks later. 
 The number of new cases in China and S. Korea peaked after about two weeks and then be-
gan to decline almost as fast. Yesterday (March 15) China and S. Korea reported only 27 and 76 
new cases, respectively.
 But Italy’s and Iran’s experience has been different; Italy’s starkly so. In both countries, the 
number of new cases has continued to climb, hitting new highs yesterday of 3,497 and 1,365, 
respectively. And, discouragingly, both are well past the two weeks that it took cases in China 
and S. Korea to peak. 

 Once again, we should be very hesitant about drawing too many conclusions based on the 
very, very limited data we have. There is undoubtedly wide variance in accuracy and method-
ologies of how the data on new cases is being collected. There has also been a fair amount of 
justifi able skepticism about China’s reported numbers given its penchant for secrecy and gild-
ing the lily about anything having to do with its country.
 Nonetheless, there may be some inferences to be drawn.
 First, the increases in the incidences of infection has been not “exponential” anywhere, not-
withstanding the media’s repeated characterization to that effect. I frequently see charts show-
ing the cumulative numbers of cases. Those are always going to show a much steeper increase 
and resemble an exponential function. But the critical parameter is how fast the spread of virus 
is accelerating or decelerating. That will be refl ected by the number of new cases over time, not 
the number of cumulative cases.
 Second, it appears that China and S. Korea were able to contain the virus in about two weeks. 
As nearly as I can determine from media reports, each had somewhat different containment 
strategies, but both took extraordinary measures. But Italy, and Iran to a lesser extent, have not 
been able to contain the outbreak in their countries. Italy’s numbers are particularly alarming 
given they have now locked down the entire country and the virus is still spreading at a rapid 
(but not exponential) rate. It would be very helpful to determine if China and S. Korea did some-
thing(s) that Italy and Iran have not.
 Third, the overall infection rates have been extraordinarily low. In Hubei province where the 
outbreak started, only 1 in 870 people have been infected so far and the number of new cases 
has slowed to a trickle. In other words, even at the epicenter of the outbreak where it is has now 
largely been contained (at least, according to the Chinese), only slightly more than one/tenth of 
one percent was infected. (See 2 below.) The rates have even been lower in the other countries 
(S. Korea=1:6,300 - Italy=1;2,900 - Iran=1:6,600). 
 I offer this perspective on the data not to suggest that anyone is overreacting or underreact-
ing to the outbreak. But, when facing a new threat, we have been programmed by evolution to 
exaggerate danger in our minds, at least until we can accurately assess the degree and lethality 
of the new threat. That instinct can only be overcome by dispassionately examining actual data.
 A link to the spreadsheet I have been working on is https://drive.google.com/fi le/d/1yQx
v1UFoj7HHEnYrRhNOcJ3FsIcOCgNl/view. You are welcome to download it and do your own 
analysis. If anyone fi nds any errors in it, please let me know. I will be regularly updating this 
analysis.
 1. All of these statistics come from the World Health Organization’s situation reports. On 
February 17, the WHO changed the methodology for counting new cases from China’s Hubei 
province. Prior to February 17, the WHO had only included laboratory confi rmed cases, not clin-
ically diagnosed cases. On February 17, WHO added the previously clinically diagnosed cases 
(≈ 17,688 cases) in a lump sum. For charting purposes, I have “spread” the clinically diagnosed 
cases over each previous day proportionate to the laboratory confi rmed cases from China for 
that day.
 2. The actual number of infections in Hubei was undoubted higher than .1% as asymptom-
atic and mild cases likely went undiagnosed. But even if the infection rate was ten times higher 
than reported, that still means that 99% of the population was never infected.

What COVID-19 statistics 
from  other countries tell us

By Bill King

Editorial

China                       S. Korea                       Italy                       Iran

Space X Falcon 9 arrives at NASA
It’s one of only two SpaceX 
Falcon 9 boosters currently 
on display in the world and 
the fi rst commercial space 
exhibit for Space Center 
Houston.
 Its two-stage confi gura-
tion minimizes the number 
of separation events and 
was designed to deliver pay-
loads to orbit for a variety 
of commercial and govern-
ment customers, including 
NASA.
 This particular booster 
launched in June 2017 in 

support of SpaceX’s 11th 
commercial resupply mis-
sion (CRS-11) and per-
formed a successful landing 
back on earth. 
 When the booster was 
fl own a second time in De-
cember 2017 (CRS-13), 
it marked the fi rst time a 
fl own booster was used for 
a NASA mission.
 “We’re thrilled guests 
can now see the real thing 
with this actual piece of 
fl own hardware that’s shap-
ing the future of commercial 

 The Falcon has landed. 
A fl own SpaceX Falcon 9 
rocket exhibit is open at 
Space Center Houston. The 
fl own Falcon 9 fi rst stage 
booster set outside Space 
Center Houston offers an 
intimate look at a reusable 
rocket used to further space 
exploration and America’s 
commercial space industry. 
Its next mission is under-
way to provide an immer-
sive learning experience as 
a commercial space exhibit 
at Space Center Houston.
 Thanks to a generous 
contribution from SpaceX, 
Falcon 9 is the newest 
addition to the nonprof-
it’s growing collection of 
fl own space vehicles and 
historic rockets.
 “Our SpaceX rocket ex-
hibit will inspire people of 
all ages to pursue science 
learning and discovery,” 
said William T. Harris, 
president and CEO of the 
science and space explora-
tion learning center. 
 “We want everyone to 
have access to learn about 
the growing commercial 
space sector which is stim-
ulating the economy and 
drawing more companies 
to provide innovative tech-
nologies, medical advances 
and further NASA’s plans 
to send humans to the 
moon and Mars.” 
 The Falcon 9 booster is 
displayed horizontally, al-
lowing guests to walk un-
derneath the fl own rocket. 
It has a 156.5 feet (47.7 
meters) long frame with a 
stage diameter of 12 feet 
(3.7 meters) and houses 
nine fi rst-stage engines. 

spacefl ight,” said Har-
ris. SpaceX’s Falcon 9 
rocket exhibit is included 
with general admission to 
Space Center Houston. 
 Tickets are available 
online at spacecenter.org 
or at the door. Prices range 
from $24.95 for children 
to $29.95 for adults with 
discounts for seniors and 
members of the military. 
Become a member and 
attend special exhibit pre-
view parties, receive free 
parking and more.

SpaceX Falcon 9  The Harris County Ap-
praisal District will contin-
ue operations but will no 
longer provide face-to-face 
services to the public in-
side the building. This pol-
icy became effective 8 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 18, as 
part of the effort to reduce 
the spread of the COVID-19 
virus in the area.
 “The appraisal district 
will continue operations, 
and we are committed to be-
ing responsive to our prop-
erty owners. 
 However, we believe 
it is in the best interest of 
our property owners and 
employees to temporari-
ly suspend direct face-to-
face contact with the public 
while continuing to provide 
services through other op-
tions, such as the phone or 
our online services,” said 
Roland Altinger, chief ap-
praiser.  
 Forms and applications 
are available on the web-

site at www.hcad.org, and 
property owners can fi le a 
protest using iFile or settle 
a protest using iSettle after 
creating an owner account 
on the website. A drop 
box also will be available 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
building entrance at 13013 
Northwest Freeway.
 “Social distancing is one 
of the best ways to sup-
port the health of the entire 
community, which is why 
we also have postponed 
our public workshops un-
til further notice,” Altinger 
said. “We will continue to 
have employees available 
to answer your questions by 
phone or email during regu-
lar business hours,” Altinger 
said.
 HCAD’s telephone infor-
mation center is available at 
713-957-7800 for account 
questions. 
 Questions and forms 
may also be sent to HELP@
HCAD.org.

HCAD suspends 
service inside office

 As of March 17, all jury 
calls have been suspended 
through Tuesday, March 31, 
2020.
 Harris County jurors who 
have received a summons for 
dates through March 31 do 
not need to appear and do not 
have to reschedule their ser-
vice. 
 Reassessments will be 
considered on an ongoing ba-
sis.
 Jurors summoned for Jus-
tice of the Peace (JP) Court 
will need to call their JP 
Court for the most up-to-date 
information.
 For jurors currently serv-
ing on a trial, you will still 

need to appear. Check with 
the judge for the latest up-
dates.
 If someone has a summons 
for a date beyond March 31, 
they need to make sure to 
sign up for Jury Service re-
minders through the Jury 
Service Tab on the following 
website: https://www.hcdis
trictclerk.com/Common/Ju
ror/Secure/Ju rorSearch.aspx.
 This will be the best way 
to receive alerts on cancella-
tions. 
 Alternatively, make sure 
to check District Clerk Offi ce 
social media and the DCO 
website prior to appearance 
date. 

Harris County juries 
canceled until 3-31

Continued from Page 1A
Mobile Health Clinic 

 Pasadena ISD has given 
The Pasadena Health Center’s 
(PHC) permission to locate its 
mobile health clinic at each 
of the meal distribution sites. 
Medical staff can see and treat 
most minor illnesses.
 At this time, the clinic 
does have the ability to test 
for coronavirus (COVID 19), 
but can see patients of all 
ages for most other reasons. 
If one believes one may have 
been exposed to the corona-
virus (COVID 19), contact  a 
primary care physician.
 For those who do not have 
a primary care physician, the 
Pasadena Health Center can 
see patients at their clinic, lo-
cated at 908 Southmore Ave. 
#100, in Pasadena.
 The mobile clinic will be 
at each of the following meal 
distribution sites according to 
the following schedule. No ap-
pointment is needed. Payments 
can be made via Medicaid, 
CHIP and Sliding Scale.

Mobile Health Clinic 
Schedule: 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Monday

 Pasadena High School, 
206 S. Shaver St., Pasadena, 
TX 77506.

Tuesday
 Dobie High School, 10220 
Blackhawk Blvd., 77089.

Wednesday
 Pasadena Memorial High 
School, 4410 Crenshaw 
Road, Pasadena, TX 77504.

Thursday
 Sam Rayburn High 
School, 2121 Cherry Brook 
Lane, Pasadena, TX 77502.

Friday
 South Houston High 
School, 3820 Shaver St., 
South Houston, TX 77587.
 Visit one of the follow-
ing links for a message 
from Dr. DeeAnn Powell: 
https://drive.google.com/
open?id=13GkAC2_E9g-
R5-nJ75h-mU2qo1cK7TUr 
or https://youtu.be/4px-
44cYh-G8.

Offi cial statement: 
closure through April 10

 All Pasadena ISD facil-
ities will remain closed for 
normal operations through 
Friday, April 10, 2020, in 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Houston area 
continues to see an increas-
ing number of confi rmed cas-
es of COVID-19 and health 
offi cials report this number is 
expected to increase as more 
testing is made available.
 The Centers for Disease 
Control has outlined the need 
for all communities to im-
plement a social distancing 
protocol. The district antici-
pates beginning instruction-
al support outside of school 
through the use of electronic 
and nonelectronic materials 
on Monday, March 23. Right 
now the district is working dil-
igently to prepare the staff to 
be able to provide support and 
feedback to the students. Par-
ents will receive further infor-
mation regarding instruction 
from their child’s campus. 
 The website has optional 
extended learning opportuni-
ties and activities for students. 
The district encourages par-
ents and students to visit the 
district’s website and social 
media often for the most re-
cent updates as we navigate 

this unprecedented situation 
together.  
 The health of Pasadena 
ISD students, staff and com-

munity continues to be the 
District’s top priority.  
 “We wish to thank our 
Child Nutrition Department 

for planning and offering 
these meals for our students,” 
said PISD superintendent 
Powell. 

PISD addresses COVID-19 issues 

 Cardinal Daniel DiNar-
do announced March 17, 
that all weekday and Sun-
day Masses have been sus-
pended in the Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston as of 
Wednesday, March 18.
 Concerning the baptism 
of infants, the celebration 
of the Sacrament of Bap-
tism is to be postponed, 
unless there is danger or 
death. 

Cardinal announces 
changes to ceremonies
Sunday, daily Masses suspended 

 Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced Wednesday, March 
18, that he has directed the 
Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) to temporarily waive 
expiration dates for driver 
licenses, commercial driver 
licenses and other identifi -
cation forms. 
 This action falls with-
in the Governor’s State of 
Disaster Declaration and is 

part of the ongoing effort 
to reduce to the spread of 
COVID-19.
 “Our top priority remains 
public health and safety, and 
we will continue to take ac-
tion to ensure that Texans 
can avoid large public gath-
erings,” said Abbott. 
 “Texas is at a pivotal 
moment in the response to 
COVID-19, and by tem-

porarily delaying driver li-
cense renewals we will help 
limit nonessential trips into 
public settings and slow the 
spread of this virus,” said 
Abbott.
 This suspension will be 
in effect until 60 days after 
the DPS provides further 
public notice that normal 
driver license operations 
have resumed.

Governor Abbott temporarily 
waives DPS expiration dates

 In regard to weddings, 
ceremonies are limited to 
celebration of the Marriage 
Rite outside Mass itself, 
with no more than 10 peo-
ple in attendance, including 
ministers.
 Funerals may only take 
place in the form of “The 
Rite of Committal with Fi-
nal Commendation.” The 
celebration of a memorial 
Mass can be rescheduled.

Due to the current National Health Emergency, 
please call before coming to the office. The safety 
of our patients is our highest concern.

11700 Beamer Rd. 
Houston, TX 77089

(281) 481-1623
www.burleighchiro.com

 The Houston Symphony 
announced that it is canceling 
all remaining concerts for the 
month of March in order to 
protect the health of audienc-
es, musicians and staff.
 “We want to be complete-
ly compliant with Judge Hi-
dalgo’s recommendation to 
avoid all public gatherings 
over 250 people,” explained 
Executive Director, CEO, 
and holder of the Margaret 
Alkek Williams Chair John 
Mangum. “The nature of our 
art form means that not only 
do we typically have thou-
sands of people in the audi-
ence on any given night, but 
we also may have hundreds 
of musicians in close quar-
ters onstage. In light of this, 
the responsible thing to do is 
to cancel performances, and 
continue to closely monitor 
the situation and follow the 
guidance and recommen-
dations of our local health 
offi cials, the CDC and the 
WHO.”
 The Houston Symphony 
is a key contributor to Hous-
ton’s nonprofi t arts and cul-
tural community, which is a 
vital part of Houston’s econ-
omy. The unexpected loss of 
event-dependent revenue and 
related decline in charitable 
contributions is still being 
felt in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Harvey just 3 years ago 
and is expected to grow over 
time as a result of this recent 
health crisis.
 The Houston Symphony 
Patron Services Center is 
available by phone to answer 
any questions or help with 
exchanges at 713-224-7575 
during operating hours Mon-
day–Saturday, noon–6 p.m.

Symphony
cancels
concerts

 
 
 

Regional health care institutions align on  
protective measures for COVID-19 

 
HOUSTON – Regional health care providers in the Texas Medical Center, the largest 
medical complex in the world, are committed to protecting the health and safety of 
patients, visitors, employees and members of the community during the novel 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
Institutions are working together to proactively implement measures that can serve to 
decrease transmission of the virus and “flatten the curve,” which aims to extend new 
cases over a longer time period to avoid overwhelming the capacity of the health care 
system. 
 
To accomplish this goal, institutions are calling on anyone visiting a hospital or any 
health care site to seriously consider the following:  
 

 Patients and visitors should plan ahead. Check your institution’s website for 
specific visitor policy information. 

 If patients are not feeling well, they should contact their care team for direction 
before traveling to the appointment. 

 If visitors are not feeling well, they should stay home. 
 Most institutions only allow two visitors at a time, per patient. Visitors must be 

18 or older and cannot have symptoms of fever, cough or shortness of breath. 
 Allow extra time as building entrances have been reduced and health 

screenings are taking place at these entrances. Screenings include questions 
about recent travel, current health and a possible temperature check. 

 People who do not have a critical reason to be at the hospital or health care site 
should stay home. 

 The best way to prevent the spread of germs is proper hand hygiene and cough 
etiquette. Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your 
nose, coughing or sneezing.  
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/28/20.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS FOR 
DETAIL & HANDWASH SERVICES
www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Mechanic  
On Duty

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

BBB Accredited Business

11101 Resource Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

A varsity player since roughly the midway point 
of his freshman campaign, Dobie senior Mar-
quice Scott (22) averaged 13 points per game in 
2019-2020 on his way to a District 22-6A first-
team nomination. See all of the selections on Page 
3B.                                          Photo by John Bechtle

22-6A honors JFD’s Scott

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
South Belt • 281-484-6888

12933 Gulf Freeway
www.lashaciendasgrill.com

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Open for To-Go 
Orders Only!

Curbside pickup available.

DIXIE DELI 

To-Go Orders Only!   (Temporarily)

281-484-3083
364A FM 1959 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK 

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship event 
has joined the ever-grow-
ing list of events that have 
been postponed and could 
in fact be canceled. 
 Organizers still plan to 
play tennis.  
 That stated, event 
founder Camille Lajaunie 
told the Leader that youth 
scholarships based on pro-
ceeds from the event will 
be awarded as planned.
 The 2020 event was set 
for May 1-3 but has been 
postponed indefinitely. 
Lajaunie is still seeking 
scholarship donations not 
only now but throughout 
the year. 
 To assist with the La-
jaunie scholarship fund, 
direct email to Lajaunie at 
cjlajaunie@gmail.com.

San Jacinto softball ends season
 Players like Ashley 
Ramber, Morgan Childs, 
Lillie Grotenhuis, Dalilah 
Bravo and so many others 
delivering career years, 
and the San Jacinto Col-
lege team as a whole put-
ting together a tremen-
dously successful season 
to this point, yet it will be 
all for naught in a sense. 
 The National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-
tion has made the neces-
sary yet unpopular deci-
sion to halt all 2019-2020 
spring sports for good, 

ending San Jac’s as well as 
hundreds of other seasons 
for JUCOs across America.
 For those like Ram-
ber, Grotenhuis, Childs 
and each of the team’s 
other sophomores, their 
Coyote careers are over, 
but what a ride it’s been. 

 With 19 wins in 23 
overall games, San Jac 
went from unranked 
to the nation’s top 16.
 A win over then-fifth 
ranked Tyler boosted San 
Jac’s cred just before the 
start of conference play, 
which now won’t come.

 With a start date not 
projected before about 
mid-April, it’s impossible 
to know when or if the re-
spective high school base-
ball and/or softball sea-
sons will continue. 
 It’s a difficult ending 
to consider if so, and the 
Clear Brook and Dobie 
teams are dealing as well 
as possible.
 To this point, head 
coach Robin Rackley’s 
varsity softball team had 
been rolling. Despite a 
loss to Atascocita just as 
play was halted, the Lady 
Longhorns were 5-1 in 
league play, just a game 
behind 6-0 Atascocita. 
 The team’s offense had 
been as stout as ever, with 
big hits coming from up 
and down a lineup that in-
cludes many. The by-com-
mittee pitching staff was 
also answering the call 
for the most part, with 20 
overall wins on the hori-
zon.
 Dobie, which reached 
the regional quarterfinals 
for the first time since 
2012 last year, simply 
wants an opportunity to 
go farther. Perhaps it will

Continued on Page 2B

LSU softball,
Pleasants 

on  sideline
At right, Dobie Class 
of 2019 graduate Tay-
lor Pleasants started 
fast for the Louisiana 
State University soft-
ball team and could 
have potentially been 
in the running for 
Freshman of the Year 
honors in the South-
eastern Conference 
as well as perhaps 
help her team to great 
heights in the postsea-
son. That’s all on hold 
for now but there is 
chatter of spring sea-
son athletes regaining 
a season of eligibility.

 Kevin Cross, literally 
a Dobie boys’ basketball 
lifer, has resigned after 
12 seasons as its head 
coach and many more as 
its top  varsity assistant. 
 A Dobie graduate, 
Cross played under the 
guidance of longtime 
head coach Scott Talton, 
whom he succeeded in 
2007-2008 upon Talton’s 
retirement.
 A  player on Dobie’s 
1988-1989 regional final 
four team, Cross attend-

cate part of the successes 
of not only the basketball 
program here at Dobie, 
but more importantly the 
lives of many young men 
over the years.  
 “He personifies the 
qualities and traits of 
Dobie Pride,” Dobie 
principal Franklin Moses 
said.
 The original plan 
called for a replacement 
to be on hand sometime 
this fall, but that timeta-
ble may be pushed back.

ed college and joined Tal-
ton’s staff. 
 In 2015-2016, Cross 
guided the Longhorns 
back to that regional final 
four before a loss  to Cy 
-Lakes. That Cy-Lakes 
team was led by current 
NBA standout DeAaron 
Fox.
 “I would like to thank 
Kevin personally, as well 
as on behalf of Dobie 
High School for past 20+ 
years of Dobie Basketball.  
 “He has been an intri-

Dobie hoops’ Cross resigns post

A Dobie graduate, former longtime varsity assistant and then head coach of 
the varsity boys’ program for 12 seasons, Kevin Cross has resigned his post 
but will remain at the school in his teaching role.

Baseball, softball hopes for return

Dobie varsity baseball head coach Miguel Torres will be pleased to see the 2020 
season continue after his Longhorns began the campaign with a 9-2-1 record 
before play was stopped.

 The 2020 offensive 
production was up there 
with the nation’s best and 
was threatening the col-
lege recordbooks, but now 
what’s left is “what if?” 
 The players will be 
remembered, and head 
coach Kelly Saenz will 
surely extend team awards 
at some point, but this 
team had earned the 
right for so much more.
 Thank you, Coro-
navirus – one of many 
seasons you took away 
this spring  season.

2020 Record:19-4
Top 16 National Ranking
What would have been?

Lajaunie tennis
on hold;

youths to benefit

To-Go Orders 
Only!

281-922-1477
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

PISD Hall of Fame
postpones banquet

 Those involved will 
provide status updates fre-
quently to this committee, 
and updates will also be 
posted frequently on the 
Pasadena ISD website and 
on Facebook.
 Officials have not spe-
cifically discussed re-
funds, but if any of the 
ticket holders wish to have 
a refund, those opportuni-
ties will likely come about 
in due time as more is 
known.

 Due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, Pasadena ISD 
has elected to postpone 
the Pasadena ISD Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame Banquet 
of April 4, 2020 at Phillips 
Field House in Pasadena.
 All Pasadena ISD fa-
cilities will be closed un-
til April 13, 2020 and no 
events have been resched-
uled at this point in time.
 Currently, officials do 
not know when the ban-
quet will be rescheduled.  

PISD Athletics Hall of Fame
Canceled for 2020 Entries
Youth Scholarships Honored

www. pasadenaisd.org
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Bush Big Shoot Out winners named

Laura Bush qualifi er David Ramirez Laura Bush qualifi er Brandon Sauceda

Bush student Mercedez Vento, second place at district Laura Bush qualifi er Zaria Edgar

Laura Bush Elementary students fi rst qualifi ed by excelling in their schoolwide Big Shoot Out compe-
tition and then participated in the Pasadena ISD Championships last month.

Swing Queens 6U take La Porte title

The South Belt Girls Softball Association’s 6-un-
der Swing Queens went undefeated, taking fi rst 
place at the La Porte Girls Softball Association’s 
invitational. Members of the team are, left to 
right, (front row)Shannon Logan, Madeline Her-
rera, Juliana Hinojosa, Zahriah Garza, Audryna 

St. Romain, Isabella Granados, (middle row) Mi-
randa Coronado, Sydney Logan, Isabelle Gutier-
rez, Brianna Quiroga, Arianna Quiroga, Sophia 
Paz, (back row) assistant coach Manuel Coronado, 
head coach Pedro Gutierrez and assistant coaches 
Armando Quiroga and Jesus Paz.

Dynamite 10U earn Mayhem crown

The 10-under Dynamite of the South Belt Girls 
Softball Association took fi rst place in the March 
Mayhem tournament in Friendswood. Members 
of the championship team include, left to right, 
(front row) Jazlynn Wimbush, Trinity De Leon, 
Destiny Sidiropoulos, Andilyn Garcia, Jaylyn 

Torres, Aria Victorian, (middle row) Samantha 
Uribe, Alicia Diaz, Madison Villatoro, Makay-
la Lechuga, Gisselle Morales, Emmery Lynn, 
(back row) coaches Mark Victorian, Ruben Gar-
cia, Juan De Leon and April De Leon.

SBGSA 6U Hustle place third at La Porte Co-op

The South Belt Girls Softball Association’s 6-under Hustle 
placed third at the La Porte Co-Op tournament after a solid 
performance. Members of the team are, left to right, (front 
row) Analyse DeLeon, Adriana Rodriquez, Rosalyn Mar-
quez, Liliana Marquez, Aribella Esquivel, (middle row) Aly-

son Salazar, Kendra Varela, Savanna Rodriquez, Esmeralda 
Marquez, Adalina Sosa, Isabella Armas (back row)  assistant 
coach Eseneth Salazar, assistant coach Eric Rodriquez, head 
coach Christina Mendoza-Marquez and assistant coach Artu-
ro Esquivel.

Dobie graduate Garcia hopeful at Howard Payne

At right, Dobie Class 
of 2017 graduate Lesly 
Garcia (1) was second 
on the team in goals 
score (6), shots (36) 
and shots on goal (20) 
in 2019 for the How-
ard Payne University 
women’s soccer team. 
She started in 17 of 
19 matches played in 
for HPU while logging 
over 1,100 minutes of 
action, earning honor-
able mention all-con-
ference status. She 
also started all but one 
of the team’s matches 
over her freshman and 
sophomore seasons 
and is looking forward 
to her fi nal season in 
August when things 
get back to normal. 
She played three varsi-
ty seasons at Dobie.

Continued from Page 1B
come.
 Ditto for  Dobie base-
ball, which got two more 
wins in Baytown before 
the stoppage, including a 
10-0 win over Clear Falls 
that saw left-hander Do-
menic Martinez throw a 
no-hitter. 
 At 9-2-1, the Long-
horns liked where they 
were, even with a daunting 
22-6A schedule forthcom-
ing.
 For Martinez, a Paris 
College signee, and fellow 
standout pitchers Daniel 
Garza (four-year starter, 
UT San Antonio signee) 
and Alan Lopez, not to 
mention three-year catcher 
Justin Blogg, there simply 
has to be more baseball.
 The same can be stated 
for Clear Brook, where the 
Wolverines had dropped 
six straight games at one 
point, largely in part to 
shaky defense but had 
just won two consecutive, 
with the 24-6A race then 
coming. It’s all on hold for 
now, with no start coming 
soon. 

Baseball, softball still eying return to action ASAP

At right, Dobie’s Jus-
tin Blogg (34) and Alan 
Lopez (42) helped the 
Longhorns to a 9-2-1 
start before the Corona-
virus event.

Photo by Gary Williams
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Due to current circumstances, it is 
advisable to verify if meetings are still 

being held prior to attending.
THURSDAY, MARCH 19

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or drop in.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 7:30 
a.m. at Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117 Broadway 
St., in Pearland. Variety of speakers. For information, call 
281-900-7257 or email nalix@texas
citizensbank.com.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 
713-686-6300. 

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A 
social group focused on the culture, music, heritage and 
language of Texas German immigrants. Meets the third 
Thursdayof the monthly at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Visitors welcome. Email OpaGivesHugs@gmail.com for 
additional information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 

Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for addtional information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not alone, and dis-
cover choices available. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill,” 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or 
drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

7 – 10 p.m.
Bay Area Singles Club – monthly dance at 7 – 10 p.m. 
at the VFW Lodge, Post 6378, located at 5204 Highway 
3 in Dickinson,  77539. Bring party snacks to share. Cost 
is $8 for members and $10 for nonmembers. For more 
information, call 832-483-3257 or 832-477-6778.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association – bluegrass music 
show and jam session is held on the third Saturday 
(except December.) The stage show is at 7 p.m. Pickers 
may bring instruments and come early. This event is 
free, open to the public and is held at Johnny Arolfo 
Civic Center, 300 Walker, League City. For additional 
information, visit http://www.bayareablue
grass.org.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, call 281-
487-8787.
Scleroderma Support Group – Do you know someone 
with scleroderma? Join a support group on the fourth Sun-
day, 2 to 4 p.m., at the Waterford in the Blue Bonnet room, 
201 McDermott St. in Deer Park, 77536. Contact Kathy 
Baker at 713-826-6214 or KBaker58@comcast.net.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to RSVP 
for child care.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, MARCH 23
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 – 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 
409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at 
jpochsner@aol.com for additional information.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Literature Study at In His Presence Fellowship 
Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through 
Fellowship Hall in the back of the church. Call 409-454-
5720 for additional information, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 
713-686-6300.

  6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-
488-2923 for details. There are no meetings on holidays.

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! Meeting 
is Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., at the website, https://
youngprofess iona ls toastmasters.com/ .Young 
Professionals SE Toastmasters Club is committed to its 
member’s safety during this National Emergency and 
will conduct virtual meetings every Monday (except 
holidays), effective 3/16/2020, to ensure its members 
continue their journey to becoming confi dent communi-
cators and leaders. To be a guest at the virtual meeting, 
select the “contact us” button on our home page menu 
(www.youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com) to obtain 
access to our virtual meeting platform. For information, 
call Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn Carmichael 
at 832-372-3565. (See Page 1A for notice.)
 Continued on Page 4B

CALENDAR
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District 22-6A
Varsity Boys’ Hoops

Most Valuable Player
Kaleb Stewart, Atascocita

Defensive Player/Year
Dylen Scales, Summer Creek

Offensive Player/Year
Javon Jackson, Summer Creek

Newcomer/Year
Tommy Neuman, Kingwood

Coach of the Year
Kenneth Coleman, Summer Creek

First-Team Selections
Jaylen White, Rayburn

Marquice Scott, Dobie

Dylan Dawson, Atascocita

Reyce Allen, Summer Creek

Darian Ramos, Memorial

Nick Neuman, Kingwood

Dylan Miles, Summer Creek

Walker Blaine, Kingwood

Billy Gould, Kingwood

Keith Oliver, South Houston

Second-Team Selections
Brock Fosnight, Pasadena

Tommy Hart, Atascocita

Shannon Hayes, Dobie

Nick Luckett, Kingwood

Brandon Patton, Memorial

Robert Williams, Humble

Nelson Herrera, Pasadena

Kaeden Sims, Humble

Christian Ashby, Atascocita

Cameron Morrison, Atascocita

Wolverine trio grabs all-24-6A basketball honors

Clear Brook senior Brandon Andrews played big for the Wolverines during 
the 2019-2020 season, leading his team to the area round of the postseason en 
route to garnering Co-Offensive Player of the Year accolades. 

Sophomore Kemo Millender wound up being one of the best do-it-all players 
in 24-6A, capable of delivering double-digit scoring on a nightly basis and 
adding a fair share of rebounds and assists on his way to 24-6A fi rst team 
honors.

Freshman Zyon Little (25) was both an immediate and steady contributor for 
Clear Brook this season as he was a second-team honoree within the 24-6A 
ranks. He and teammate Kemo Millender should form a solid 1-2 punch for 
the Wolverines in 2020-2021.

Largely in part because Dickinson went undefeated in league play and ulti-
mately advanced to state, Clear Brook head coach Nathan Janak missed out 
on 24-6A honors but still delivered big in his second season, leading the Wol-
verines two playoff rounds deep.                                     Photos by John Bechtle
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CALENDAR
rhythms are played from entry to advanced dancing levels at 1001 E. 
League City Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity 
card (see Tuesday 12:30 p.m. dance for details). Help is available to 
assist learning dance moves. For information on the activity card, call 
the city at 281-554-1180.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-2525 
(24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/sexual 
abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org 
for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. at Pearl-
and Chamber of Commerce, 6117 Broadway St., in Pearland. Variety of 
speakers. For information, call 281-900-7257 or email nalix@texasciti-
zensbank.com.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email 
the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont Park and 
Community Center (new location), 11507 Hughes Road. For more 
information, call Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 7 p.m., 
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For more information, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com.

Continued from Page 3B

Due to current circumstances, it is advisable to 
verify if meetings are being held prior to attending.

MONDAY, MARCH 23
7 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the Education 
Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 
or Rita at 281-309-2801.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Monday, 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or $35/10 
sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 sessions for 
nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For information, contact 281-488-
5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.

TUESDAY, MARCH 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, 
a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For 
details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Houston Satellite meets on the fourth 
Tuesday, Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Pkwy. (on the lake side), 
Seabrook. No meetings during holiday weeks. For information, call 
Joe at 281-481-2458.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email 
the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Free dance lessons – taught by Lewis and Betty Whistler (35 years 
of experience) at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E League City Park-
way, on Tuesdays. Bringing a partner is not required. There is a dif-
ferent dance focus monthly. For details, call Betty at 832-517-5833. 
For questions about League City’s activity card, call the park offi ce at 
281-554-1180.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-686-6300.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 p.m. For informa-
tion, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea 
Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@
sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Senior Club – Meets the second and fourth week 
monthly (Nov./Dec. meet second week only) at Covenant United 
Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call Jan 
Okumura at 832-298-9480 for details.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 
or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

1 - 3:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has Hump Day Dance to practice ball-
room dances (not lessons) in a casual environment. A variety of 

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 4-2

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Antiques - 
Early American - before 
1830. 3 walnut chests, 1 
walnut commode, 2 
hanging oil lamps - made 
electric, 2 slant top desks  
(cherry & maple), 1 cher-
ry wall cupboard, 1 pine 
washstand and 1 antique 
bed. Call 281-795-9474.  
 TF

REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR SALE - by 
owner. 11107 Sage-
heather. 1781 sq. ft. Call 
281-795-9474. TF

SERVICES
PRESSURE WASHING. 
All your exterior cleaning 
needs. Free estimates. 
Call 832-425-9404. 4-2
RVM PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Painting 
interior/exterior, wood 
fences, pressure wash-
ing, clean gutters and 
wash windows. Com-
mercial/Residential. Free 
Estimates. 832-406-0183 
www.rvmpainting.com   
 4-2

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!
11555 

Beamer 
281-

481-5656

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Need Help Finding 
Your Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

To submit items for the 

CALENDAR
at the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader 
send an email to: 

mynews@southbeltleader.com

LAWN & GARDEN

Get local news 
and updates 
between issues!

Join us on Facebook!

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

HELP WANTED
Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 

& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯   

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Turn those 
unwanted 
items in

your gar-
age and 

closets into 
cash. Bring 
ads into the 

Leader office 
by Tuesday 
or use the 
mail slot by 

the front 
door.

11555 11555 
Beamer    Beamer    
281-481-281-481-

56565656

Southeast VFD needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS 
Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving 
record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 
7PM at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very 
limited training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon 
acceptance. If you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Depart-
ment, Forest Service, Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. 
You can visit our website:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download 
an application package and see some of the activities that we participate in 
yearly.  Please come to one of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers 
and join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued 
and needed part of our growing community where Neighbors Help Neigh-
bors!  Your community needs you!  

VOLUNTEERS 
SOUGHT

Support

Leader

Advertisers

TUTORING
TUTORING MATH & SCIENCE

MD/PhD - Nuclear Physics tutor
Math - algebra, geometry, trigonometry, calculus

Science - physics, chemistry, biology
Individuals or small groups

281-731-0300

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news
and updates 
between 
issues!

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.

281-481-5656

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com

www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4B

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

Advertise in 
the Leader!

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

 

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656

Commercial, Industrial & Residential

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español

832-715-6441
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB26543E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

HIRE A HUSBAND
I do the following and much more!

• Ceiling fans • Tree Trimming • Light Fixtures • Curtains  
• Re-level Mobile Homes • Assemble Furniture • Pressure Washing  
• Vinyl Siding Repair • Tie Down Sheds • Check Our All Day Rates 

THE WORKING LADIES’ FRIEND409-204-2659

Carpentry / Repairs
Doors  Floors  Drywall 

Fascia/Soffit  Painting  Rotten Wood
         Call Alan 713-515-3781  

HOME SERVICES
Fencing, House Painting & 

Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 785-614-4945 

HANDYMAN
713-419-4768
Kenny Pipkins

South Belt resident / Dobie graduate

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not to soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba
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 Perhaps born of a ven-
geance of sorts following 
a fi rst round playoff loss 
to Deer Park that brought 
about a swift end to head 
coach Justo Manrique’s 
fi rst season in 2014, the 
Dobie boys’ soccer pro-
gram has developed a lev-
el of success rarely seen in 
high school sports.
 Winning the District 
22-6A championship for 
a sixth straight time ear-
lier this season, the Long-
horns, with just a single 
loss on their 2020 ledger, 
will aim at a repeat of the 
program’s 2017 region-
al crown and subsequent 
state semifi nal berth - per-
haps more - when and if 
that time comes. 
 For the very present, 
Manrique and his players 
are left to savor both the 
present as well as the past.

 It all began with a 
2015 group that includ-
ed seniors Bryan Cruz, 
Jesus Eguia, Edwin Go-
mez, Gerardo Infante,-
Rodolfo Jimenez, Jorge 
Martinez, Nixon Melgar, 
Sergio Quintanilla, Alexis 
Saldivar, Nixon Urrutia; 
juniors Mateo Arjona,  Ed-
gar Arzate, Santos Blanco, 
Rigoberto Fuentes, Denis 
Lopez, Jonathan Montal-
vo, Eli Pena, Alejandro 
Polio, Jose Reyes, David 
Saravia, Josue Villalta; 
and sophomores Alejan-
dro Flores, Andy Garcia, 
Sabino Lozano and Edwin 
Saldivar.
 The 2016 champs in-
cluded seniors Mateo Ar-
jona, Edgar Arzate, San-
tos Blanco, Kevin Cortez, 
Juan Flores, Rigoberto 
Fuentes, Rafael Gomes, 
Denis Lopez, Jonathan 

Montalvo, Angel Palo-
mares, Alejandro Polio, 
Miguel Ramirez, Jose 
Reyes, Francisco Sando-
val, David Saravia and  
Josue Villalta.
 The juniors were Thom-
as Carte, Alejandro Flores, 
Andy Garcia, Sabino 
Lozano, Edwin Saldivar; 
the sophomores were  
Jasiel Cruz and Sebastian 
Leal; and the freshmen  
were Kevin Hernandez, 
Bryan Nava, Oscar Trevi-
no and Illsen Urrutia.
 Onto the 2017 team, 
there were seniors Emi-
son Amaya, Ashley Bal-
deras (manager), Thomas 
Carte, Ivan Diaz, Emma 
Espinoza (manager), 
Alejandro Flores, Andy 
Garcia, Sabino Lozano, 
Sebastian Martinez, Mi-
chael Nwokolo (manag-
er), Manuel Parra and Ed-

win Saldivar.
 The juniors included 
Thomas Aleman, David 
Castaneda, Luis Arella-
no, Ramon Cahue, Jasi-
el Cruz, Eduardo Flores 
and Sebastian Leal. There 
were sophomores Diego 
Calderon, Alberto Chavez, 
Kevin Hernandez, Bryan 
Nava, Israel Perez, Oscar 
Trevino and  Illsen Urru-
tia.
 The freshmen were 
Eduardo Benavides, Eli 
Donaho, Adrian Garcia 
and Raul Hernandez.
 As for 2018, there were 
seniors Thomas Aleman, 
Luis Arellano, Antonio 
Arias, Ramon Cahue, Da-
vid Castaneda, Alejan-
dro Castillo, Jasiel Cruz, 
Eduardo Flores, Sebas-
tian Leal, German Reyes 
(manager); juniors Alberto 
Chavez, Daniel Hernan-

dez, Kevin Hernandez, Is-
rael Perez, Fernando Porti-
llo, Bryan Nava, Christian 
Saldivar, Giovani Solis, 
Oscar Trevino and Illsen 
Urrutia.
 The sophomores were 
Eduardo Benavides, Eli 
Donaho, Adrian Garcia, 
Raul Hernandez and Jon-
athan Mendez, in addition  
to freshman Oscar Medra-
no.
 Moving onto 2019, 
there were seniors Diego 
Calderon, Alberto Chavez, 
Daniel Hernandez, Bryan 
Nava, Israel Perez, Fer-
nando Portillo, Christian 
Saldivar, Oscar Trevino 
and Illsen Urrutia.
 The juniors were Oscar 
Beltran, Eduardo Bena-
vides, Eli Donaho, Adrian 
Garcia, Jonathan Mendez 
and Imanol Pena.
 The team’s sophomores 

were Jean Arreguin, Juan 
Castaneda, Natanael Del-
gado, Oscar Medrano, 

2019 Season
PISD Cup Champions

District Champions
Area Playoff Finalists

2018 Season
PISD Cup Champions

District Champions
Region Quarterfinalists

2017 Season
PISD Cup Champions

District Champions
State Semifinalists

2016 Season
PISD Cup Champions

Unbeaten District Champs
Region Quarterfinalists

2015 Season
PISD Cup Champions

Unbeaten District Champs
Area Playoff Finalists

2020 Season
District Champions

????

Dobie track and field still looks forward to competing, finishing season

Dobie boys’ soccer first-ever PISD program with six straight crowns

At left, Harris County 
had light  maintenance 
workers out replac-
ing some bad bulbs at 
El Franco Lee Park 
in preparation for 
the Sagemont-Bever-
ly Hills Little League 
and South Belt Girls 
Softball Association 
seasons that have for 
now been pushed back 
until at least March 31 
or early April.  Plans 
remain fl uid for both 
leagues to get in as 
complete a season as 
possible when play 
does resume. Crews 
are and will continue 
to work with the youth 
leagues on mainte-
nance.

At right, Dobie varsi-
ty boys’ head soccer 
coach Justo Manrique 
(left), shown with 2020 
players Alan Lopez (4) 
and Jean Arreguin (2), 
has led the program to 
six straight titles, with 
hopes of more to come 
this season.

JFD’s Sanchez, 
Villareal 

soar at La Porte

At left, Mia Sanchez 
(left) and Vanessa Vil-
larreal placed second 
and fourth, respective-
ly, at La Porte in the 
400 dash before the 
season was halted.

Dobie’s Singleton
eyes regional

400 berth 

At right, Dobie junior 
Amari Singleton was 
the 800 run winner  at 
La Porte’s Bayshore 
Olympics and is eying 
a regional berth when 
the varsity track and 
fi eld season does con-
tinue.

Max Parra, Gerardo Tor-
res and Oliver Vivas, in 
addition to freshmen  Eris 

Acosta and Isaac Cortez.
 In all, the Dobie district 
mark has been 71-4-3, or 

in other words, dynas-
ty-like, and a Pasadena 
ISD fi rst.
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