
 A speeding violation 
led to a DWI charge for 
a 23-year-old male sus-
pect March 5 in the 5400 
block of the South Sam 
Houston Parkway East 
near Telephone/SH 35, 
according to Precinct 2 
offi cials. 
 Toll road deputies 
with Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Constable Jer-

 On Tuesday, Feb. 28, 
at approximately 8:45 
a.m., Precinct 8 Deputy 
Brinkley with Constable 
Phil Sandlin’s Offi ce was 
conducting narcotic in-
terdiction and observed 
a 2009 black Ford Flex 
traveling in the 1000 
block of Edgebrook near the Gulf Freeway.

 A woman robbed af-
ter making a large cash 
withdrawal from Bank of 
America on Blackhawk 
and Beltway 8 may not 
walk again due to  injuries 
incurred during the vio-
lent attack.
 According to Houston 
Police Department offi -
cials, Nhung Truong, 44, 
was robbed in front of 
a shopping center in the 
9800 block of Bellaire. During the robbery, Truong 
was body slammed to the ground, causing severe 
spinal damage. Her family said doctors gave her a 
50-percent chance at walking again.
 Prior to the attack, Truong had withdrawn more 
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St. Luke’s to hold fi sh fry
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will host 
its Lent Fish Fry Friday, March 17, from 4 to 
7 p.m., at St. Luke’s Catholic Church Social 
Hall, 11011 Hall Road, and via an outside drive-
thru. Dinner includes fried fi sh, French fries, 
hushpuppies, ice tea and corn on the cob for $15.

Sagemeadow meeting, election
 The Sagemeadow HOA will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 16, at The Gardens, 12001 
Beamer. Homeowners are encouraged to at-
tend. For agenda, guest speaker or other infor-
mation, visit www.sagemeadow.org.

Election
 The Sagemeadow HOA will hold its annu-
al election Saturday, March 25, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Sagemeadow MUD building, 10755 
Hall. Voters will decide who will serve as HOA’s 
chairman for the next three years. Homeowners 
interested in submitting their candidacy may do 
so at the monthly meeting March 16 or by write-
in on the day of the election. Proxy ballots and 
election information are available on the website 
at www.sagemeadow.org.

Knights hold blood drive
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will 
host a blood drive Sunday, March 19, at St. 
Luke the Evangelist, located at 11011 Hall 
Road, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Appointments 
are preferred but not necessary. For more in-
formation or to schedule an appointment, visit 
www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_
schedule/354751.

Sageglen to meet March 20
 The Sageglen Community Association will 
hold a homeowners meeting Monday, March 
20, at the Sageglen Community Building, 11610 
Sageyork, beginning at 7 p.m. Special guest 
speaker will be Precinct 2 Judge Jo Ann Del-
gado. All residents are encouraged to attend 
Refreshments will be served. For more informa-
tion, call 281-481-2160. 

Local COVID cases reported
 While ZIP codes 77075 and 77034 reported 
roughly the same number of active COVID-19 
cases this past week, ZIP code 77089 saw a 
sharp spike in cases, according to Harris Coun-
ty health offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, March 14, there were 152 
active cases in 77089, up 56 from the previ-
ous week. To date, 141 from the ZIP code have 
died from the disease, up two from the previous 
week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 24 active cas-
es, up four from the previous week. To date, 
there have been 83 deaths in the ZIP code, no 
increase from the previous week. 
 In 77034, there were 20 active cases, down 
seven from the previous week. To date, 92 resi-
dents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the 
disease, no increase from the previous week. 
 According to Harris County offi cials, the 
vast majority of the fatalities suffered from 
pre-existing health issues.
 Statistics are updated daily and include 
numbers from within the Houston city limits 
and throughout Harris County. To view an in-
teractive map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arc 
gis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound main lane and 
one southbound main lane on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed from FM 518 to FM 517 
in League City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Friday, March 
31.
 Both the northbound entrance and south-
bound entrance ramps from FM 518 in League 
City will be completely closed until further no-
tice. Motorists should use the entrance ramps 
from SH 96.
 The northbound exit ramp to FM 517 in 
Dickinson will be completely closed until fur-
ther notice. Motorists should use the north-
bound exit ramp to Holland/Hughes.
 Two outside northbound frontage road lanes 
on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from West 
Medical Boulevard to Bay Area Boulevard 
daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. through Friday, 
May 5.
 One middle northbound frontage road lane 
on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from NASA 
Bypass/NASA Road 1 to Bay Area Boulevard 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Monday, 
May 22. Two outside southbound lanes on the 
Gulf Freeway will be closed from Texas City 
Railroad to SH 6/SH 146 in La Marque nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further notice.
 The northbound entrance ramps from both 
FM 519/Main Street and FM 1765/Texas Av-
enue in La Marque will be completely closed 
until further notice. Motorists should use the 
next available northbound entrance ramp.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Beltway closures planned
 Two northbound and two southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lanes will be closed at 
Fairmont Parkway daily from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
through Friday, March 31. Signifi cant delays 
are expected. 
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

Privatization of city water plant stirs controversy
Contractor in consideration has checkered past in Kingwood

 As City of Houston offi cials mull privatizing 
water-treatment operations at the city’s Southeast 
Water Purifi cation Plant, one of the two compa-
nies being considered for the contract has drawn 
opposition related to its involvement in a recent 
controversy at a Kingwood wastewater plant – a 
matter currently under criminal investigation.
 The Southeast Water Purifi cation Plant – re-
sponsible for treating the majority of water used 
by South Belt residents – is one of the city’s three 
main facilities for treating drinking water. Ac-

cording to offi cials, the plant treats approximate-
ly 200 million gallons of water per day, provid-
ing potable water for roughly one million people, 
about a quarter of the city’s consumer base.
 The City of Houston is joined by 10 other lo-
cal entities on the operating advisory committee 
of the Southeast plant. 
 With a 37-percent stake of ownership, the city 
serves as managing partner of the facility. Oth-
er partners include City of Pasadena (25-percent 
ownership), Gulf Coast Water Authority,  Clear 

Lake City Water Authority, City of Friendswood, 
City of South Houston, League City, La Porte, 
Baybrook Mall, Clear Brook City MUD and 
Harris County MUD 55. Any privatization plans 
must be approved by the majority of the commit-
tee.
 The partners with the city invested in the es-
tablishment of the Southeast plants construction 
during the 1980s.
 City offi cials are reportedly exploring the op-
tion of privatizing the plant in an effort to be more 
effi cient. As part of the city’s exploration efforts, 

a company called Inframark has been asked to 
submit its “best-and-fi nal” offer on the proposal. 
A second contractor, Jacobs Engineering, is also 
reportedly in consideration for the job.
 This past month, Houston police and envi-
ronmental investigators with the Houston Police 
Department and Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality searched the Kingwood Central 
Wastewater Treatment Plant for evidence as part 
of a criminal investigation following allegations 
Inframark – the company that runs the facility – 
 Continued on Page 2

Vehicle recovered, suspect arrested

A call about suspicious persons in the 8100 block of Wilmerdean near Hobby Airport March 
4 led to a felony arrest and the recovery of a stolen vehicle. According to Precinct 2 offi cials, 
deputies were dispatched to above address after receiving complaints of individuals going 
through a neighbor’s property. One of those individuals had an outstanding felony warrant 
and was arrested (inset) Further investigation discovered the stolen vehicle.

Beamer Ditch work resumes

Work recently resumed on the county’s Beamer Ditch project after being dormant for months 
when the original contractor abandoned the job. In January, Harris County Flood Control Dis-
trict selected Rebel Contractors as the construction company to complete the project.Complete 
Concrete was originally awarded the low-bid contract to widen the ditch and install concrete 
lining from Sagerock to near Dixie Farm Road. Photo by Marie Flickinger

Hitchcock police fatally shoot suspect
 Houston police are investigating the fatal shoot-
ing of an armed suspect by Hitchcock Police De-
partment offi cers at 8406 Mosley Road about 2:05 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 7, in the 8400 block of 
Mosley near Edgebrook and the Gulf Freeway.
 The identity of the deceased male, 54, is pending 
verifi cation by the Harris County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.  
 The Hitchcock Police Department offi cers who 
discharged their duty weapons were not injured.  
 According to Houston Police Department offi -
cials, Hitchcock police offi cers attempted to serve 
a felony warrant on a suspect in a parking lot at the 

above location.
 As the offi cers approached the suspect, he point-
ed a pistol at them. Fearing for their safety, the 
Hitchcock offi cers discharged their duty weapons, 
striking the suspect.
 Houston Fire Department paramedics respond-
ed to the scene and transported the suspect to an 
area hospital where he was pronounced dead.
 As is customary in offi cer-involved shooting in-
cidents that occur in the Houston city limits, this 
case is being investigated by the Houston Police 
Department’s Special Investigations Unit and the 
Harris County District Attorney’s Offi ce.

Jaime Torres

Speeding violation leads to DWI charge
ry Garcia’s offi ce conducted a traffi c stop at the 
above address on a speeding vehicle traveling 93 
mph in a posted 65 mph zone.
 During the course of the traffi c stop, the driv-
er displayed multiple signs of intoxication. Stan-
dardized fi eld sobriety tests were administered, 
and it was determined that the driver was intoxi-
cated.
 The driver, identifi ed as Jaime Alonso Torres, 
was arrested and booked into the Harris County 
Jail on misdemeanor charges of driving while in-
toxicated.

City holds Ellington free pet-chip event
 Houston District E City Counil member and 
Mayor Pro Tem Dave Martin and BARC will 
host a free event to microchip pets Saturday, 
March 18, at the Ellington Airport/Clear Lake 
Neighborhood Recycling Center, located at 246 
Loop Road. The event will take place 8 to 10 
a.m. on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis.
 Pre-registration is not required for this event, 
and no vaccination documentation will be re-
quired. All animals will need to have a collar and 
a leash but will not need to be brought in a carri-
er. Carriers are preferred, however, if an option.
 In January 2022, City Council approved the 
requirement that all dogs and cats be micro-
chipped. However, there was a year-long grace 
period allowing residents to have the time to get 

their pets chipped. A city pet license will still be 
required; however, rather than issuing a physical 
metal tag for the pet’s collar – which can easi-
ly be lost or damaged – BARC will use the mi-
crochip number as the proof of licensing. This 
change will allow BARC Animal Enforcement 
offi cers to scan and return a pet to its owner 
while the offi cers are in the fi eld, eliminating the 
need to bring the animal back to the shelter for 
intake.
 For additional information on the event, con-
tact the District E offi ce by phone at 832-393-
3008 or by email at districte@houstontx.gov.
 To be on the District E mailing list and re-
ceive updates and monthly newsletter, email dis-
tricte@houstontx.gov with name and address.

South Belt Cleanup set for March 25
 Local volunteers are gearing up for the inau-
gural South Belt Cleanup, set to take place Sat-
urday, March 25, beginning at 9 a.m. at Beverly 
Hills Intermediate. (Rain-out date is April 15.)
 A collaboration between the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 9201 and the Sagemont Civic 
Club, the inaugural South Belt Cleanup has at-

tracted a wide range of local supporters. Addi-
tional partners include Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Adrian Garcia, Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Gar-
cia, City of Houston Department of Neighbor-
hoods, City of Houston Solid Waste Department, 
state Rep. Mary Ann Perez, Southeast Volunteer
  Continued on Page 2

Teen shot at Redford apartments
 A 13-year-old girl was shot around 9:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 7, at an apartment complex in 
the 1200 block of Redford Street near Edge-
brook and the Gulf Freeway.
 Contrary to online reports, an infant was not 
killed in the incident.
 According to Houston Police Department of-
fi cials, an adult male was in an argument with 
his girlfriend’s mother when he pulled out a pis-
tol and tried to shoot the woman. Police said the 
shot missed its intended target and struck the 

nearby teen instead.
 Paramedics transported the girl to an area hos-
pital to be treated for a bullet wound to the leg. 
She is expected to be OK, police said. 
 The male suspect reportedly fl ed the scene af-
ter the shooting. At press time, he remained at 
large, police said.
 Although the shooter’s identity was known to 
police, it was not released to the public at press 
time. Charges were pending at press time, police 
said.

Drugs found hidden in Whataburger

Thieves target Fuqua liquor store
 Ralston Discount Liquors in the 10900 block 
of Fuqua at Sabo was burglarized around 6:15 
a.m. Saturday, March 11. 
 The crooks reportedly entered the establish-
ment by cutting a hole through a steel door in the 
rear of the building using an elaborate gas-pow-
ered saw, possibly stolen from the Houston Fire 

Department. 
 The Family Dollar in the same strip center 
was burglarized Feb. 5, 2022, using the same 
method. In that case, two of four suspects were 
caught in the act, while two were able to success-
fully elude police. It is unclear if the two inci-
dents are related.

Suspect

Robbery victim faces paralysis
than $4,000 from the local bank for an upcoming 
trip to her home country of Vietnam. Investigators 
believe she was followed by her robber for 24 miles 
to the Bellaire location.
 The story made national headlines. Contrary 
to some national media reports, however, the cash 
withdrawal was not made from Chinatown.
 Truong’s family has set up a GoFundMe page to 
help defray medical costs. At press time, the page 
had more than $70,000 in donations. To donate, 
visit www.gofundme.com/f/help-my-mom-recov 
er-from-spinal-cord-injury.
 The suspect is described as a black male in his 
early 20s, with a skinny build, standing 5 feet 8-9 
inches, weighing around 140 pounds.
 Anyone with information on this incident is 
urged to contact Crimestoppers of Houston at 713-
222-TIPS (8477).

Jones begins 1st full Congressional term
Freshman replaces longtime rep Coleman

 Effective January 
2023, Jolanda  “Jo” 
Jones began her fi rst full 
term as the state rep-
resentative for House 
District 147, replacing 
Rep. Garnet Coleman, 
who retired last year af-
ter serving more than 40 
years in the position.
 According to the Dis-
trict 147 website, Jones 
rose from a childhood of 
poverty and tragedy to membership in numerous 
halls of fame, a CNN Hero, a four-time national 

track and fi eld champion, a basketball All-Amer-
ican, a Rhodes Scholar nominee, a successful 
businesswoman, author, an unapologetic human 
rights activist, a Houston City Council member 
and school board trustee. 
 Jones is a TV personality on CBS’s Survivor 
Palau and was the star of WEtv’s Sisters in Law. 
Her second book, “Owning My S.H.I.T! (Suf-
fering Hardship Internalizing Trauma)” is an 
Amazon bestseller. She also co-authored School 
Athlete’s Survival Guide ~ Essential Study Skills 
for the Scholar Athlete. Jones has interviewed 
with Roland Martin, Tom Joyner, and Jacque 
Reid and has been featured on the cover of Curve
  Continued on Page 4

Jolanda “Jo” Jones

Contraband

 A check of the vehicle’s temporary permit re-
turned to a blue 2020 Toyota 4 Runner. Brinkley 
activated his emergency equipment and initiated 
a traffi c stop. The vehicle failed to yield and ulti-
mately pulled into a residence in the 2500 block 
of Rodney Street. The driver was identifi ed as 
27-year-old Jesse Abraham Silva. Silva stated 
this was his relative’s residence, and he was de-
livering a Whataburger order to them.

Continued on Page 2
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In My Opinion

Elected offi cials share their words

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Ida Akin 
McDowell

Deaths

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/
online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. 
– 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Brace-
well is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, March 16, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Thursday, March 16, 4 – 5 p.m. Family storytime. Registration required.
 Monday, March 20, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab - computer class. Registration required.
 Tuesday, March 21, 4 – 5 p.m. Tween craft. Registration required.
 Wednesday, March 22, 6 – 7:30 p.m. English class. Registration required.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should not 
be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for re-
search, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents with a 
library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s What’s 
Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a link for a tem-
porary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Resources for Kids ac-
cesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. The archived 
storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. Another vir-
tual program is Craft.  Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services 
are available 24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and 
e-audiobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. 
Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds 
and check-out. HPL has a  collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog for previ-
ously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading the e-book 
or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. The library will follow state and county guidelines for mask 
and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Ins-
tagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, March 16, 10 – 11:30 a.m. Conversation club.
 Thursday, March 16, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Friday, March 17, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. AARP Tax aid.
 Monday, March 20, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. AARP Tax aid.
 Monday, March 20, 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Family storytime.
 Monday, March 20, 5 – 6 p.m. Nostalgia night: coloring.
 Monday, March 20, 6 – 7 p.m. Laser cutter orientation.
 Tuesday, March 21, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Dr. Kirk Lewis shares
endorsement opinions
 To the Editor:
 The best school board members are 
those who put children at the forefront of 
every decision they make. Their service can 
never be about politics or personal agendas. 
 I had the privilege of working alongside 
Pasadena ISD’s Board of Trustees for 10 
years as Superintendent of Schools prior 
to my retirement in 2016. I can say through 
experience that Marshall Kendrick, Vickie 
Morgan and Kenny Fernandez have a heart 
for the children of Pasadena ISD. Their ser-
vice on the board has been consistently 
centered on what is best for all students, our 
teachers and our community. 
 We all want a school system where our 
children and grandchildren fl ourish aca-
demically and gain confi dence in their abil-
ity to achieve their dreams. If you check the 
achievement scores, various avenues to-
ward college credit and career certifi cations 
and graduation rates, I think you’ll fi nd this to 
be true of Pasadena ISD. Our students have 
multiple pathways to fi nd success. These 
three members of our school board helped 
create that kind of environment. 
 It is my pleasure to endorse these three 
incumbents for another term as school 
board members of the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District. I encourage you to vote 
for Marshall Kendrick, Vickie Morgan and 
Kenny Fernandez in the school board elec-
tions in May. 
 Let’s keep good thing going. Let’s contin-
ue the success experience under their lead-
ership. Dr. Kirk Lewis
Superintendent, Pasadena ISD, Retired.

Bill King dicusses
Houston’s revenue cap
 One of my pet peeves is how frequently 
I hear some City elected offi cial or some-
one in the media refer Houston’s “revenue 
cap.” Let me state this as clearly as possi-
ble: the City of Houston does not have, nor 
has it ever had, a cap on the revenues it 
can collect.
 The easiest way to know that Houston 
does not have a cap on its revenues is to 
look at its revenues since Proposition 1, the 
proposition that is so frequently and inces-
santly mischaracterized as a revenue cap, 
was passed in 2004. Since that time, the 
City’s revenues have increased by 159%.
 That is about a 5.5% average annual 
increase, which has roughly been twice 
the rate of infl ation and wage growth in the 
Houston area for the same period. And not-
withstanding the commonly held belief that 
Houston is still rapidly growing, although 

its population has only increased by about 
15% since 2004, or less than 1% per year.
 What the voters overwhelmingly ap-
proved in 2004 was a charter amendment 
that prohibited City Council from raising 
property taxes by more than the sum of 
infl ation and population growth or 4.5%, 
whichever is lower. The principle reason 
this proposition has not resulted in any 
signifi cant limitation on the City’s revenue 
growth is that property taxes only make up 
about 20% of the City’s revenue. There is 
absolutely no limitation on the other reve-
nue sources for the City. So, for example, 
Proposition 1 had no effect on the City im-
posing a new drainage fee on its citizens 
to the tune of over $100 million per year in 
2014, or say, doubling the water and sewer 
rates.1
 Ironically, Proposition 1 has not even 
been all that effective at tamping down 
property taxes, which have doubled since 
it was adopted. That is primarily because of 
some loopholes in Proposition 1. The most 
notable is that the property taxes collected 
by the TIRZs do not count against the lim-
it. Property tax increases during a state of 
emergency are exempt. You will frequently 
hear City-elected offi cials lament Proposi-
tion 1 and call for its repeal, claiming that 
their hands are tied by it. What they never 
mention is that under Proposition 1’s pro-
visions, Council can raise property taxes 
by whatever amount they want (up to the 
State limit), if they fi rst ask for the voters’ 
approval. Of course, given the sorry state 
of City services, notwithstanding its record 
revenues, they know that would be a hard 
sell.
 So, the next time you hear City offi cials 
whining about the supposed “revenue cap” 
and suggesting we should repeal it, just re-
member what they are really saying is that 
they want to increase property taxes by 
more than population growth and infl ation 
without checking with you fi rst.     Bill King

 Dear residents,
 The beginning of 2023 has fl own by, 
we have successfully kicked off Houston 
Rodeo season and are now preparing for 
Spring Break with the annual kick off of 
our Lake Houston Safety Plan, remind-
ing Lake Houston visitors how import-
ant it is to pay attention to where you 
are and #knowyourzone while enjoying 
Lake Houston. This safety plan identifi es 
seven colored zones across Lake Hous-
ton allowing 9-1-1 dispatchers and fi rst 
responders to identify and respond to 
emergencies more easily. The District E 
Offi ce worked diligently with City of Hous-
ton Departments and Lake Houston resi-
dents to roll out the Lake Houston Safety 
plan over a year ago and we are excited 
to continue to learn of its success.
 Since our initial kick off two years ago, 
Lake Houston Safety Plan Zone Maps 
have been placed at all public marinas, 
boat ramps, and docks as well as a pri-
vate community-run boat ramps through-
out the Lake Houston Area. Additional 
signage has been placed on the West 

Lake Houston Parkway Bridge and FM 
1960 Bridge for boaters to be able to eas-
ily identify zones as they move through 
the water.
 The District E Offi ce continues to ac-
tively work with communities located 
around the lake to circulate and distrib-
ute resources related to the Lake Hous-
ton Safety Plan. I highly encourage each 
Lake Houston resident review the Lake 
Houston Safety Plan, and print out your 
very own map to keep handy around the 
house, on your boat, or jet ski!
 The Lake Houston Safety Plan has 
made such an impact on the community 
it has been used as a model for emergen-
cy response for other large bodies of wa-
ter in the City of Houston. I am extremely 
proud of this endeavor, if your community 
could benefi t from a presentation on the 
Lake Houston Safety Plan, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to the District E Of-
fi ce by emailing districte@houstontx.gov 
or by calling 832-393-3008.

Sincerely,
David Martin

Mayor Pro Tem Martin shares newsletter

 A delegation of about 45 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake students, faculty, staff,  
alumni and UH System 
leaders visited Austin to en-
gage with state legislators 
on behalf of the university 
during the new legislative 
session. Legislators de-
clared March 7 “University 
of Houston-Clear Lake Day 
at the Capitol Day.”
 District 29 Rep. Ed 
Thompson and District 129 
Rep. Dennis Paul met with 
students and administrators 
and spoke about the impor-
tance of university students 
connecting with legislators 
and communicating their 
priorities in person.
 The UH-Clear Lake Day 

at the Capitol event, which 
occurs every biennium, is a 
unique civic engagement op-
portunity and allows UHCL 
ambassadors to share the 
impact of the university’s 
efforts with legislators with 
the goal of continuing to 
secure the needed funding 
for its upcoming priorities, 
which include increasing fi -
nancial aid through funding 
to Texas Grants, expansion 
funding and comprehensive 
regional university funding.
 The delegation broke 
into groups and visited of-
fi ces of more than 25 legis-
lators to advocate for these 
initiatives.
 Nancy Arellano, a junior 
pursuing a Bachelor of Sci-

ence in biological sciences, 
is part of UHCL’s Executive 
Council for Student Gov-
ernment and was among 
the student delegates on the 
trip. “Advocating for UHCL 
is a way to actively leave 
an imprint on the people 
we were able to reach,” she 
said. “Sharing our involve-
ment, our achievement and 
our goals for the future with 
our state representatives’ 
staff keeps them informed 
that the funding we receive 
goes toward the growth of 
the whole student body. We 
students are the living tes-
timonies of UHCL and in 
order to be recognized, we 
need to stay active in sup-
porting our university.”

UHCC students visit legislators

Community Health family fair set
 Community Health Network is hosting a family health and wellness fair at Hope Church 
Pearland, 4209 Broadway St. on March 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 There will be fun activities for the kids and music, along with free health screenings and a 
blood drive. Activities include behavior health screening and medical health screening.

 On March 10, the Texas Supreme 
Court denied a petition for review by the 
Houston Firefi ghters’ Relief and Retire-
ment Fund (in its second lawsuit challeng-
ing the historic pension reform champi-
oned by Mayor Sylvester Turner. In 2017, 
the Texas Legislature approved sweeping 
statutory reforms to the City’s pension 
systems designed to save the City from 
fi scal crisis due to crushing pension obli-
gations. The enacted statute ensures that 
the actuarial assumptions for determining 
the City’s contribution rates are based on 
sound actuarial principles and establishes 
a process for setting the contribution rate 
when the City’s and HFRRF’s proposed 
contribution rates differ by more than two 
percentage points.
 HFRRF twice challenged the statute’s 
constitutionality in Texas state courts, 

fi rst by arguing that it was facially un-
constitutional and, when that failed, by 
arguing that it was unconstitutional as 
applied. Twice now, the Texas Supreme 
Court has rejected HFRRF’s arguments, 
making the pension system more secure 
for Houston’s fi refi ghters now and in the 
future.
 “Following the Texas Supreme Court’s 
latest decision, the City of Houston will 
continue to operate in a fi scally responsi-
ble and transparent way to protect all em-
ployee pensions. When I became mayor, 
the estimated unfunded pension liability 
reached as high as $8.2 billion before the 
2017 reforms. Currently, the unfunded li-
ability of the City’s three pension plans is 
less than $2.2 billion. We cannot afford 
any setbacks. I am grateful for the court’s 
decision," said Mayor Sylvester Turner.

Supreme Court denies HFRRF petition
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 A check of Silva’s infor-
mation revealed several pri-
or arrests for possession of a 
controlled substance. Brinkley 
directed Silva step out of the 
vehicle to conduct a consent 
based search of the vehicle. 
During the course of the inves-
tigation, Silva’s relative came 

out of the residence and was 
standing in the driveway. Sil-
va asked Brinkley if he could 
hand over the Whataburger 
order to his relative before it 
got cold. Brinkley opened the 
bag and recovered 0.80 grams 
of methamphetamine and 0.56 
grams of Xanax hidden with 
the food.

 The Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Offi ce was 
contacted and accepted fel-
ony possession of a con-
trolled substance for the 
methamphetamine. Silva was 
transported the Harris Coun-
ty Joint Processing Center, 
where his bond was set at 
$1,500.

Drugs hidden in Whataburger

 Ida Akin McDowell, resi-
dent of Bacliff, passed away 
on Sunday, March 5, 2023.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband John 
McDowell, son-in-law Doug 
Heller and granddaughter Am-
ber Black. She is a longtime 
South Belt resident.
 Left to cherish her mem-
ory are her daughter, Linda 
Heller; son Kevin Deub-
ner (Chris); grandchildren 
Monika Harper, Barrett (Is-
abelle) Harper, Kyle Deub-
ner, Jordan Terrell; and eight 
great-grandchildren Dallas 
Turner, Shelby Black, Chey-
enne Turner, Briley Mahon, 
Natalie Harper, Nolan Harp-

er, Kruze Deubner and Bro-
dy Terrell.  
 Ida made and kept many 
friends along her life’s  jour-
ney including her classmates 
in the Galveston Ball High 
School Class of ’53, and 
all the ladies of her “Lunch 
Bunch.” She will be dearly 
missed.
 A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Saturday, March 
25, at 11 a.m. at the House 
of Prayer Lutheran Church, 
14045 Space Center Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77062.
 In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rials may be sent to Bacliff 
Volunteer Fire Dept, P.O. 
Box 751, Bacliff, TX 77518

 The 41st Annual Clear 
Creek ISD Livestock Show 
and Auction raised more than 
$312,000 for high school stu-
dents in the FFA program. 
This is the highest amount 
raised in program history. 
 There were also seven in-
dividual sales records set for 
top winners, including the 
Grand Champion steer, pig, 
turkey, broilers, rabbits and 
Best of Show for fl oral design 
and visual arts. 
 “As we close out the 41st 
annual CCISD Livestock 
Show, I am blown away by 
the tremendous amount of 
support that was on display 
throughout the week and es-
pecially at the auction,” said 
JT Buford, CCISD Technical 
Education Program manag-
er and show chairman. “To 
break seven Grand Champion 
auction records, and smash 
the total sale record is a lot to 
take in.”
 Held at the CCISD West 
Agriculture Center from Jan. 
18-19, this event is the cul-
mination of many months of 
hard work, practice and dedi-
cation for more than 200 FFA 
students and their teachers. 
Parents, staff, community 
members and local business-
es bid on numerous livestock 
and nonlivestock projects. 
 “It just showed me that all 
of the hard work really does 
pay off,” said Addi Shannon, 
a junior at Clear Springs High 
School who broke two individ-
ual sales records with her steer 
and pig at the auction. “I was 
so grateful for this experience.”
 Shannon received the high-
est bid of the night for her 
Grand Champion Steer that 
sold for $21,100 to Norman 
Frede Chevrolet. This was her 
fi rst year raising a steer for the 
show. All money raised during 
the live auction goes directly 
back to the students and the 
CCISD FFA program. 
 “The agriculture science 
department is so thankful 
for everyone that showed up 
in person and online to cele-
brate the success of our FFA 
exhibitors,” said Buford. 
“The CCISD Livestock 
Show is all about making a 
lifelong impact on students 
through agriculture educa-
tion, and a large part of that 
impact comes from the in-
vestment sponsors and buy-
ers make in our great stu-
dents.”
 Below is a list of 2023 top 
winners and the top 10 buyers 
for the event: 

Top winners
 – Grand Champion Steer – 
Addi Shannon, Clear Springs 

High School; Norman Frede 
Chevrolet, $21,100.00.
 – Grand Champion Pig – 
Addi Shannon, Clear Springs 
High School; Diversifi ed Va-
por Solutions, $11,500.00.
 – Grand Champion Lamb 
– Sophia Dykes, Clear Springs 
High School; Traffi c Systems 
Controls, $7,000.00.
 – Grand Champion Goat – 
Sophia Dykes, Clear Springs 
High School; Travis Kauff-
man, $5,000.00. 
 – Grand Champion Tur-
key – Zachary O’Brien, Clear 
Springs High School; The 
Jackson Family, $7,000.00.
 – Grand Champion Broilers 
– Kristin Wiley, Clear Creek 
High School; Joe and Jeanie 
Engle, $6,000.00. 
 – Grand Champion Rab-
bits – Avery Robinson, Clear 
Springs High School; Katie 
Carter, $9,000.00. 
 – Grand Champion Ag Me-
chanics – Kaitlin Horacefi eld, 
Clear Brook High School; 
A Cut Above Consulting, 
$4,000.00. 
 – Best of Show Floral De-
sign, – Faith Doza, Clear Falls 
High School; Cindy Bohan-
non, $2,600.00. 
 – Best of Show Visual Arts
Gabriela Ruiz – Clear Brook 
High School; Joe and Jeanie 
Engle, $3,000.00. 
 – Best of Show Food Sci-
ence – Raegan Ball, Clear 
Springs High School; Traffi c 
Systems Controls, $1,500.00. 
 – Reserve Champion 
Steer – Madison Cook, Clear 
Springs High School; Assured 
Partners, $15,000.00. 
 – Reserve Champion Pig – 

Vanessa Ekstrom, Clear Falls 
High School; Diamond Hy-
draulics, $3,500.00. 
 – Reserve Champion Lamb 
– Sarah Conner, Clear Springs 
High School; Jerry Hamilton, 
$8,500.00. 
 – Reserve Champion Goat 
– Audrey Martin, Clear Falls 
High School; ABC Supply, 
$3,000.00. 
 – Reserve Champion Tur-
key – Ashlynn Luedecke, 
Clear Springs High School; 
Diversifi ed Vapor Solutions, 
$1,000.00. 
 – Reserve Champion Broil-
ers – Jack Volesky, Clear Falls 
High School; Clint and Shan-
non Jackson, $2,000.00. 
 – Reserve Champion Rab-
bits – Rosemary Lin, Clear 
Brook High School; Katie Car-
ter, $2,500.00. 
 – Reserve Champion Ag 
Mechanics – Ryan Hall, Clear 
Falls High School; The Jack-
son Family, $1,200.00.

Top Ten Buyers 
 – Norman Frede Chevrolet, 
$21,850.00.
 – A Cut Above Consulting, 
$18,575.00.
 – Diversifi ed Vapor Solu-
tions, $18,500.00.
 – Assured Partners, 
$15,000.00.
 – Katie Carter, $13,500.00.
 – Traffi c Systems Construc-
tions, $13,500.00.
 – Travis Kaufmann, 
$11,700.00.
 – The Jackson Family, 
$10,700.00.
 – Joe and Jeanie Engle, 
$9,625.00.
 – Diamond Hydraulics, 
$9,000.00.

FFA gets record-breaking funding 

 Houston Public Works 
is hosting several events to 
highlight ways to save wa-
ter and save money on your 
water bill, including events 
to learn how to fi x common 
water leaks at home.
 More than a trillion gal-
lons of water are wasted 
every year in homes across 
the country, and 10 percent 
of homes have leaks that 
waste 90 gallons of water 
or more per day. Fixing the 
most common water leaks 
can save customers about 10 
percent on their water bills.

Fix-A-Leak week
 The City of Houston is 
teaming up with Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Region-
al Water District, San An-
tonio, Frisco and the North 
Texas Municipal Water Dis-
trict to teach people how 
to fi x common water leaks 
in homes as part of Fix-A-
Leak Week March 20-24. 
 The free virtual events 
will feature expert plumbers 
to demonstrate how to make 
repairs for both indoor leaks 
and outdoor leaks.
 Free registration for 
March 21 indoor leaks 
workshop at 6 p.m. https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/fix-
a-leak-week-indoor-registra
tion-551484514027.
 Free registration for 
March 23 outdoor leaks 
workshop at 6 p.m. https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/fi x-a-
leak-week-outdoor-registra
tion-551472648537.

City offers
free money, 
water-saving 
workshops

Garage sale set at Leader
 A garage sale hosted by a local ministry will be held Saturday, March 25, at the 
Leader offi ce, 11555 Beamer and Beltway 8, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 All funds collected will be donated to the capital campaign of St. Luke the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church.

 Senator Paul Bettencourt (R-Houston) 
fi led Senate Bill 3, and SJR 3, the consti-
tutional amendment which would put to the 
voters of Texas the single largest ISD Prop-
erty Tax Homestead Exemption increase 
in Texas history. SB 3 is part of Lieutenant 
Governor Dan Patrick’s Top 30 Priorities for 
the 2023 Legislative Session, and all 31 Tex-
as Senators have signed onto them as Joint 
Authors.
 SB 3 & SJR 3 will increase the Home-
stead Exemption amount from $40,000 
to $70,000 if approved by the voters. The 
historic 75% increase in SB 3 will provide 
an additional $341 in savings on a Texas 
homeowner’s school tax bill at the statewide 
ISD average tax rate of $1.136* each and 
every year.
 “SB 3 and SJR 3 will save 5.72 million 
Texas Homesteaders on each and every 
homestead property tax bill by raising the 
ISD Homestead property tax exemption to 
$70,000 from $40,000.” Remarked Senator 
Bettencourt, Principal Author of SB 3 and 
SJR 3. The bill cost estimate is $3.5 billion.
 “The fact that unanimously every Senator 
in the Texas Senate signed on to these Lt. 
Governor Dan Patrick priority bills, speaks 
volumes about the Senate’s commitment 
to property tax cuts. This bill will save every 
homestead $341 a year on top of the exist-
ing exemption, $454, totaling $795 per year 
in these exemptions, driving down property 
tax bills.” Said Author Sen. Bettencourt.
 SB 3 and SJR 3 builds on top of the 
property tax relief legislation from previous 
sessions. In the 84th Legislative Session, 
the Legislature passed, and voters later ap-
proved, increasing the Homestead Exemp-
tion from $15,000 to $25,000. In the 87th 

Legislative Session, the Legislature passed 
SJR 2, which was approved by voters in 
May of 2022 increasing the exemption to 
$40,000 from $25,000.
 “I’m thrilled that all 31 Senators have 
signed on as Joint Authors to SB 3 & SJR 
3! I have complete faith in the Texas Senate 
passing this fi rst bill out of $15 Billion in the 
base budget of property tax relief, and full 
faith in Texas voters, who just approved in-
creasing a Homestead Exemption by 85%, 
in May 2022.” Added Senator Bettencourt.
 “This is one of the keys to control the 
growth of property tax bills and in this case 
actually reduce them for as long as you own 
a home in Texas! Just the additional $30,000 
increase in a Homestead Exemption for 
homeowners will save them over $10,000 
plus in their lifetime and nearly $25K over-
all.” He concluded. Senator Bettencourt will 
be fi ling additional property tax legislation.
 The bill will permanently fi x crediting over 
65 and disabled homeowners with these ex-
emption increases in the future. Including, 
retroactively, the increase of $15K from May 
2022 approved by the voters. See previous 
Press Releases below.
 Texas Taxpayers Save $8 billion on Prop-
erty Taxes this year!
Infl ation is up, but Homestead ISD Tax Bills 
are Not! Over 3.5 Million should see savings 
this Fall
 *Source: https://comptroller.texas.gov/
taxes/property-tax/rates/index.php
 2022 School District Rates and Levies 
Report
 Statewide ISD average tax rate calculat-
ed by Local Government Committee staff
 Senator Paul Bettencourt - SD 7 State 
Capitol, Austin, Texas (512) 463-0107

Sen. Bettencourt fi les single largest 
homestead exemption bill

 A Travis County District Court has tem-
porarily blocked Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar’s determination that Harris County 
defunded the Precinct 5 Constable’s offi ce. 
If the ruling stands, it means the State of 
Texas may not block Harris County from 
setting a tax rate and budget.
 Harris County Precinct 2 Commission-
er Adrian Garcia has issued the following 
statement: “The Court looked at the facts, 
looked at the law, and made the right call: 
Harris County has only increased the bud-
gets for our law enforcement since I joined 
Commissioners Court. In fact, I initiated 
many of these investments.”
 “The Comptroller should look at this or-
der, see how future litigation will go, and 
withdraw this complaint. We have the facts 

on our side, and we have the law on our 
side. We have important business to take 
care of in Harris County, especially when 
it comes to protecting the public by making 
smart investments in public safety, such as 
new criminal district courts.”
 “The Comptroller’s actions are purely 
political and have created uncertainty that 
puts those efforts in jeopardy. It is time for 
him to withdraw his inaccurate fi ndings and 
stop playing politics with budgeting, let us 
get back to serving the nearly 5 million peo-
ple of Harris County.”
 The next hearing is set for March 23, 
2023. A copy of Harris County’s lawsuit is 
available here https://fi les.constantcontact.
com/50cc5a01901/f3dc4ec8-fb52-4d4f-
8ec9-844c61701eec.pdf?rdr=true.

Court blocks constable issue
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Fire Department and the 
Leader. Sponsors include 
Pepsi and Los Niños Party 
Rental. Beverly Hills In-
termediate and Dobie High 
School will also be partici-
pating in the cleanup.

  Volunteers will clean up 
from the Gulf Freeway to 
Blackhawk, east to west, and 
from Fuqua to Dixie Farm 
Road, north to south. Vol-
unteers will not clean Dix-
ie Farm Road out of safety 
concerns. The thoroughfares 

encompass an area approxi-
mately 6.25-square miles.
 Organizers are currently 
seeking volunteers. All vol-
unteers must sign a waiver. 
 For more information, 
contact mrwork2@att.net or 
832-338-5156. 

South Belt Cleanup scheduled

Continued from Page 1
released inadequately treated sewage into Lake 
Houston, one of the city’s largest drinking water 
sources, and concealed the problem by falsify-
ing sample reports 
 The inadequately treated wastewater re-
leased from the plant contained about 60 times 
the maximum E. coli bacteria allowed by the 
state, offi cials said. 
 The Southeast Water Purifi cation Plant cur-
rently has 35 city employees and operates on an 
annual budget of $13.5 million.
 At press time, it was unclear if the city was 
moving forward with its privatization plans.

Water controversy . . .



Thursday, March 16, 2023, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Page 3

Clear Brook recognizes
valedictorian, salutatorian

Clear Brook High School offi cials recently recognized the valedictorian and salutato-
rian of the Class of 2023. Principal Sharon Lopez stands between valedictorian Hel-
en Jiang (right) and salutatorian Husam Dweik. Their friends and families are very 
proud of their accomplishments and hard work.

 San Jacinto College an-
nounced a partnership with 
Nuro, a leading autonomous 
vehicle (AV) company, to cre-
ate the fi rst AV technician cer-
tifi cate program in Texas as 
part of Nuro’s national Auton-
omous Upskilling Initiative.
 San Jacinto students will 
be able to start this unique, 
one-year certifi cate program 
starting in the fall of 2023. It 
includes hybrid coursework al-
lowing students to merge com-
puter design and automotive 
engineering skills, and prepare 
for jobs in the AV industry. The 
AV delivery service industry 
has the potential to create and 
sustain 3.4 million jobs annu-
ally between 2025-2035, ac-
cording to a Steer report.
 “San Jacinto College has 
a rich history of being at the 
forefront of helping students 
build industry-relevant skills. 
From maritime, aerospace, and 
automotive technician training, 
to supporting the petrochem-
ical and medical industries in 
our region, our college has al-
ways done a great job prepar-
ing the workforce for the fu-
ture. We’re excited to partner 
with Nuro to create the state’s 
fi rst autonomous technician 
certifi cate program for our stu-
dents, and we appreciate their 
partnership,” said Dr. Brenda 
Hellyer, San Jacinto College 
chancellor.

 Nuro sees tremendous 
potential in the AV industry. 
There is a massive demand for 
autonomous delivery at scale, 
which the company aims to 
meet by partnering with some 
of the world’s leading brands 
and making last-mile deliv-
eries in communities with its 
zero-occupant, zero-emission 
electric delivery vehicles. By 
scaling up this service, Nuro 
wants to strengthen local com-
merce and drive equitable ac-
cess to fresh food and other 
essential goods to underserved 
communities across the United 
States.
 “Nuro’s expansion in the 
Houston area will benefi t from 
our ability not only to attract 
talent but also to meet the 
growing demand in this fi eld. 
What’s unique about this pro-
gram is that it’s open to every-
one from fi rst-year students to 
experienced professionals who 
want to explore the electric and 
autonomous vehicle industry. 
I’m excited to be a part of an 
effort that will redefi ne how 
we train and retain the future 
workforce in this industry,” 
said EV Ellington, head of On-
Road Operations at Nuro.
 Nuro has also partnered 
with the California Bay Ar-
ea-based De Anza College as 
part of its Upskilling Initiative 
to create education and train-
ing opportunities in AV.

San Jac unveils new
vehicle tech program

 Clear Creek ISD crowned 
Luke Nguyen, a sixth-grader 
from Brookside Intermedi-
ate, as the 2023 Spelling Bee 
Champion on Feb. 11. 
 Nguyen won in the 20th 

CCISD crowns spelling bee champ

Brookside Intermediate sixth-grader Luke Nguyen (left),  2023 Spelling Bee Champion 
stands alongside runner-up Mirelle Amalaman, a Greene Elementary fourth-grader.

round of the competition 
against 34 other students af-
ter correctly spelling the word 
“rictus.” Mirelle Amalaman, 
a Greene Elementary fourth 
grader, was the runner-up. 

BHI recognizes 4th six-weeks honor roll students
 Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate faculty recently released 
the honor roll for the fourth 
six-weeks of the 2022-2023 
school year.

Seventh grade
 Lilah Aguayo, Coraline Al-
cala, Daniel Alvarez, Giovan-
nie Alvear, Chloe Anderson, 
Ian Avalos, Joshua Barboza, 
Amiyah Barnes, Angelica 
Barragan, Zadie Battarbee, Ji-
han Ben Saoud, Hailey Bonil-
la and Darryl Campbell.
 Javanni Capuchino, Dami-
an Chavez, Alondra Cruz, Phi 
Dang, Alyssa Davis, Anita 
Djato, Ricky Doan, Jacque-
line Enriquez, Angel Esco-
bar, Jessica Escobar, Kimmie 
Escuadra, Emily Espinoza, 
Karla Fernandez and Carlos 
Flores.
 Mya Flores, Issabella Gai-
tan, Miguel Garcia, Ethan 
Guerrero, Damian Gutierrez, 

Rebekah Hale, Luna Her-
nandez, Mia Hernandez, In-
eke Hicks, Lizbeth Hinojosa, 
Rolando Hinojosa, Angela 
Huynh and Carden Huynh.
 Andrew Jaramillo Zamo-
ra, Cruz Jasso, Serenity John-
son, Zaria Johnson, Nhu Le, 
Tiana Leonard, Alexander 
Limachi, Ava Lopez, Miguel 
Loredo, Ashley Ly, Karely 
Maldonado, Diego Marban, 
Isaias Martinez Gamez and 
Hammad Matin.
 Kyndall McClain, Mat-
thew Mellott, Julianna Mi-
kulski, Janenish Muniz, 
Angel Myles, Ann Nguy-
en, Cathy Nguyen, Johnny 
Nguyen, Justin Nguyen and 
Lucas Nguyen.
 Steven Nguyen, Kendrik 
Norman, Ethan O’Bryant, 
Avery Payne, Martin Peng, 
Luis Perez, Toryn Provost, 
Harsh Rana, Bree Rennert, 

Elisa Reyes, Rubi Reyes, 
Reyna Rivera and Je’licia 
Rivet.
 Joseph Rodriguez, Dayra 
Rojas, Kailani Rudd, Ce-
sar Salinas, Davien San-
ni-Thomas, Emiliano Servin, 
Bella Sherwood, Destiny 
Sidiropoulos, Natalie Soto, 
Sanaa Stephens and Kolby 
Stubblefi eld.
 Shelby Talavera, Gene-
sis Tamez, Jordyn Thomas, 
Dawson Tran, Kahlan Tran, 
Kathleen Tran, Tammy Tran, 
Yen Tran, Gabriel Trevino, 
Olivia Trevino, Omar Vega, 
Kiet Vo, Ethyn Ybarra and 
Candi Zuniga.

Eighth grade
 Janisleidis Aguila, Arlette 
Aguirre, Marianne Aiello, 
Vianka Alanis, Victor Ala-
nis, Carlos Albarran, Kevin 
Alfaro, Katherine Alvarez, 
Brooke Anderson and Sunisa 

Anderson.
 Kobe Arredondo, Maria 
Arredondo, Roy Azinge, Gis-
sell Barba, Arianna Bermu-
dez, Qumaine Bernard, Va-
nessa Blanco, Charles Bruno, 
Jose Bucio, Hermallony 
Campos and Nicholas Cantu.
 Aaliyah Carter, Alonah 
Carter, Gabrielle Castilleja, 
Britny Cedillos, Lucas Cena, 
Ashlyn Coleman, Jordyn 
Cooper, Sebastian Cordova, 
Lenneth Cruz and Sophia 
Cruz.
 John Dang, Katelin Dang, 
Gabriel Darby, Angel Davis, 
Kiahna Davis, Tahj Davis, 
Ashley De Arcos, Natalie 
De Paz, Aden Dejesus, Sadie 
Dias, Elizabeth Dinh, Mat-
thew Dunn, Devin Duong, 
Kevin Duong, Joel Esparza, 
Ailey Espinoza and Tonilynn 
Esquivel.
 Ruben Flores, Makayla 

Thompson Intermediate names 
its fourth six-weeks honor roll
 Thompson Intermediate 
offi cials recently released 
the honor roll students for 
the fourth six-weeks of the 
2022-2023 school year.

Seventh grade
 Aaden Aguilar, Miranda 
Aguilar, Alec Alvarez, Em-
ily Barrera, Leyla Brensike, 
Kayla Briscoe, Aileen Cas-
tillo, Diana Chicas Lopez, 
Jeff Cuyuch Ordonez, Trin-
ity Dang, Brooke Davis, 
Yenzi Gomez, Samuel Gon-
zales, Jadyn Jaso, Crysta 
Keim and  Paige Martinez.
 Janise Mccrae, Emme 
Mejia, Ava Morin, Hailey 
Naughton, Emily Nazario, 
Hana Nguyen, Yen Nguyen, 
Starling Oviedo Ayala, Heidi 
Padron and Trinity Pafford.
 Gabriela Ramirez, Jor-
dana Rico, Michelle Rive-
ra, Taylor Scott, Madison 
Soto, Dexter Sullivan, Les-
lie Torres, Marco Torres and 
Hyrum Wheeler.

Eighth grade
 Aiden Aguilar, Reemas 
Alazzeh, Syed Alijafri, Is-
abella Allen, Kaleigh An-
toine, Jaslyn Arredondo, 
Adeliz Barahona, Adelle 
Bongfen, Naiven Buendia, 
Hadassah Burgett, Jasmine 
Cabrera and Barbara Chapa.
 Cuthbert Chau, Khloe 
Coronado, Leslie Costa, 
Mariah Davis, Aidan De 
la Rosa, Kyleigh Dorsey, 
James Duncan, Anahi Eche-
verria, Emma Espino, Alana 
Espinoza, Alyssa Espinoza 
and Alina Farooq.
 Macy Figueroa, James 
Flores, James Fortson, Fa-
bian Fraide, Ariel Gallegos, 
Kaylah Gibson, Caela Grif-
fi n, Jaylyn Guevara, Vivian 
Hang, Muzna Hasan, Mykah 
Havard, Julian Hernandez 
and Julius Hernandez.
 Kingston Hernandez, 
Alexia Hoang, Chelsea Hua, 
Anthony Jennings, Marina 
Kostikoglou, Duy Lam, An-
thony Le, Huy Le, Kim Le, 
Sheyla Le, Hayden Limas, 
Leyla Limon and Ava Lo-
pez.
 Esther Lopez, Allyson 
Marquez, Aaden Martinez, 
Ashley Martinez, Adlin 
Mena, Karen Mier, Nikolai 
Miranda, Dylan Mohwin-

kel, Aden Moore, Evan 
Mora, Alena Moya, Junied 
Munshi, Zainab Naveed, 
Anh Nguyen, Hayly Nguy-
en and Jeffery Nguyen.
 Nicholas Nguyen, Quynh 
Nguyen, Ijeoma Nmezi, 
Louisa Obah, Lilly Oliva, 
Nathaniel Padilla, Dakarai 
Parker, Michael Pettis, Jon-
ny Pham, Queana Pham and 
Andy Phan.
 Andy Pineda, Cullen 
Ponder, Isabella Ramirez, 
Kendrick Ramos, Jazalynn 
Randall, Jeremy Rangel, 
Olivia Razo, Kaylee Ro-
bles, Aubree Rodriguez, 
Maylene Rodriguez, Nelson 

Rodriguez, Christopher Ru-
bio and Jasmine Russell.
 Kaylee Salazar, Eduardo 
Sanchez, Jonathon Sanchez, 
Manuel Sanchez, Sophia 
Sauceda, Zaire Scott, Alyza 
Silva, Krystal Silva, Chris-
tiane Simpson, Persephone 
Soria, Samyria Spriggs, 
Jayda Stewart and Kendra 
Tamez.
 Aiden Teran, Delonnie 
Torres, Jaylyn Torres, Anne 
Tran, Katie Tran, Issac Ur-
quieta, Alan Vallejo, Faith 
Vazquez, Adrian Villatoro, 
Alex Vouffo, Angelina Vu, 
Rajanae Woods and Xamira 
Zambrano.

Second-graders become grammar surgeons at Beta Academy

Shown above, left to right, are (front row) Ava Gavidia, Rosie Rios, Aram Torres, 
Meadow Saldana, Gavin Galvan, Damian Morales, Matheo Velazquez-Lopez, (mid-
dle row) David Flores, Elizabeth Rodriguez, Charles Faison, Josue Rodriguez, David 
Pompa, Rainey Blanton, (back row) Dash Carter, Samantha Schuman, Gigi Tukes, 
Arabella Levy, Kortney Duncan, Ariana Rivera, Stella Escobar and Kyrie Arredon-
do. Somebody call a doctor. Beta Academy second-graders came to the aid of Con-
traction Jackson, an imaginary patient with an allergy to commas. In order to save 

him, they sorted words, cut out unnecessary letters, and inserted apostrophe band-
aids. When the operations grew diffi cult, Kristen Flaherty’s class had a “Beta Blood 
Bag” fi lled with red fruit punch to provide a pick-me-up. It was touch-and-go for 
some grammatical patients in Mrs. Heather Lu’s class. “One of mine died, sadly,” 
said second-grader Nicholas Garza. But his classmate Raelynn Long declared, “All 
of my words survived.” Lu found the imaginative learning exercise on TikTok, and 
her scholars enjoyed the challenge. 

Shown are South Belt Elementary’s Super Steers for the month of February for the 2022-
2023 school year. The pictured students were chosen by their teachers, based on their abil-
ity to display the character trait of the month, citizenship. Left to right are (fi rst row) 
Vincent Smith, Eli Sutton, Ayvah Rios, Bentley Phan-Do, Mia Pesina, Shams Adi, Alivia 
Bhakta, Alex Jimenez, (second row) Penelope Castellanos, Bryce Garcia, Max Leal, Shir-
ley Wallace, Abraham Ortiz, Kaila Espinoza, Samantha Reyna, Evalinh Moore, Chris-

Super Steers celebrated at South Belt Elementary

topher Santos, Niko Katsikes, (third row) Nicholas Simpson, Gabriel Cavazos, Arianna 
Correa, Jacquees Adams, Parva Zabihpour, Mila Maldonado, Isabella Davila, Camila 
Bertoni, Dominic Mendoza, Clint Nguyen, Mason Campos, Alice Duong, (fourth row) Le-
ona Senter, Ethan Perez, Chelsea Huynh, Marleen Melendez, Sofi a Garcia, A’riyana Hem-
mings, Naomi Duong and Dannie Nguyen. Not pictured are Irene Gurung and Nicholas 
Torres. Photo by Lakitha Thomas, counselor

Flowers, Cesar Garcia, Diego 
Garcia, Giselle Garcia, Ge-
rardo Garza, Valeria Garza, 
Orlando Gomez, Jadyn Gon-
zalez, Marcos Gonzalez, La-
tice Grier, Angelina Guajardo 
and Wendy Guerrero Celay.
 Jimena Gutierrez Ver-
din, Araceli Gutierrez, Alan 
Hamlett, Gilberto Herrera, 
Cleveland Hill, Kevin Hoang, 
Henry Hong, Hannah Hua, 
Maliah Jackson, Emma Jacob 
and Joshua Jamaica.
 Ximena Jasso Moreno, 
Daniel Jasso, Monica Jas-
so, Ka’mauri Johnson, Ash-
ia Jones, Ariana Kainer, Anh 
Le, Huy Le, Vu Le, Desirae 
Lozano, McKenzie Mandani, 
Adrianne Martinez and Julis-
sa Martinez.
 Serina Martinez, Molly 
Mata, Pretty Mccoy, Grace 
Menahem, Emma Mendio-
la, Mckenzie Milburn, Na-

 The next round of compe-
tition for Nguyen will be the 
2023 Scripps Regional Spell-
ing Bee on March 25. Top win-
ners will advance to the Na-
tional Spelling Bee in May.

dia Mondragon, Ethan Mora, 
Miguel Morales, Ashley 
Moreno, Emmanuel Morgan, 
Sophia Moya and Charleston 
Nash.
 Joshua Negron, Alissa 
Nguyen Hoang, Duy Nguy-
en, Hieu Nguyen, Jocelyn 
Nguyen, Kelvin Nguyen, 
Linh Nguyen, Mark Nguy-
en, Minh Nguyen, Vincent 
Nguyen and Jeremiah O’Ne-
al.
 Estefani Orellana Ramirez, 
Kaden Orozco, Joseph Ovie-
do, Luciano Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Pecina, Nevaeh Perez, Truc 
Pham, Vincent Pham, Savan-
nah Pichardo, Alissa Pittman 
and Andrew Posey.
 Emely Quijano, Amelie 
Ramirez, Fabian Ramirez, 
Mia Ramirez, Cecilia Reyna, 
Marco Rincon, Melvin Ri-
vas, Ismael Rodriguez Mar-
quez, Fernando Rodriguez 
Rodriguez, Tatiana Rodri-
guez, Cherish Rogers, Aid-
en Romero, Isaias Ruiz and 
Daniel Salamanca.
 Eniko Sanchez, Johnathen 
Sauceda, Noah Serna, David 
Shaffner, Deshaun Single-
ton, Jacob Solis, Jonathan 
Solis, Alina Sosa, Nehemi-
ah Stepney, Cecilia Suarez, 
Jennifer Tan, Eva Taylor and 
Aiden Tellez.
 Marlee Tillman, Tiffani 
Tillman, Janasia Tompkins, 
Miriam Torres De Leon, Xi-
mena Torres-Zuniga, Dan-
iel Tran, Kaylie Tran, Alex 
Truong, Tuyet Truong, 
Thomas Turrubiartes and 
Cynthia Vagliente.
 Royal Valentine, Ruben 
Vasquez, Julian Villasenor, 
Tina Vo, Novyanna Von 
Dran, Minh Vu, Christopher 
Wickliff, Courtney Wil-
liams, Amaya Wilson and 
Lily Yam.

 The Harris Central Ap-
praisal District has begun 
mailing personal proper-
ty rendition forms to busi-
nesses known to have been 
operating in Harris County 
during 2022.
 The appraisal district 
will continue offering free 
rendition workshop ses-
sions to help business own-
ers complete the required 
personal property rendition 
forms before the April 17 
fi ling deadline.  
 The deadline, usually is 
April 15, but since that is on 
a Saturday, the fi ling dead-
line is April 17. 
 This year the district will 
conduct eight workshops 
between March 8 and April 

Harris County Tax rendition help available
17 - four online virtual 
workshops and four in-per-
son workshops at the ap-
praisal district offi ce. Reg-
istration is open at www.
hcad.org > Online Services 
> Rendition Workshops, 
with virtual and in-person 
workshop dates listed.  No 
registration is needed for 
the in-person workshops. 
 Participants can sign up 
for a 30-minute time slot 
to meet individually with 
appraisal district staff who 
will answer questions and 
provide one-on-one help 
completing the form.  
 There is no charge for 
this service. 
 Anyone who owns tangi-
ble personal property used 

to produce income, must fi le 
a rendition with the Harris 
Central Appraisal District 
by April 17.  
 A rendition is a report 
that lists all the taxable per-
sonal property owned or 
controlled on Jan. 1 of this 
year. 
 Business personal prop-
erty includes inventory and 
equipment used by a busi-
ness such as furniture and 
fi xtures, supplies, raw mate-
rials, and business vehicles, 
vessels and aircraft.
 “Those who attend these 
workshops will consult indi-
vidually with appraisal dis-
trict staff who will explain 
personal property taxation 
and rendition requirements, 

as well as answer questions 
about completing the ren-
dition forms,” said Roland 
Altinger, chief appraiser.  
“These sessions have been 
very successful in the past 
and have helped business 
owners complete their ren-
ditions on the spot.”
 All business owners are 
required to fi le renditions 
whether or not they have 
received notifi cation. Busi-
nesses that fail to render or 
that render late are subject 
to a 10 percent penalty. Fil-
ing a fraudulent rendition 
carries a 50 percent penalty 
if guilty.
 State law permits busi-
ness owners to obtain an 
automatic extension of the 

fi ling requirement by sub-
mitting a request in writing 
by the April 17 fi ling dead-
line.  The extended deadline 
for such businesses would 
then be May 15. 
 Rendition forms are 
available on the appraisal 
district’s website at www.
hcad.org under the “Forms” 
tab with information on 
rules of the process or on the 
rendition workshops signup 
page mentioned above.
 Business owners with 
questions about the require-
ments are encouraged to at-
tend any of the workshop 
sessions, call the apprais-
al district’s Information 
Center at 713-957-7800 or 
email help@hcad.org.
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Remember When

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

Bay Area Jewelers
WE BUY GOLD!

Jewelry & Watch repair on site
19054 Gulf Fwy. 281-488-8067
Located outside Baybrook Mall across from Forever 21

LARRY CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday Fri-
day, March 17, are sent to local business-
man Larry Morgan from his wife Mary El-
len, family, friends and the Leader staff. 

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff of the 
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays March 16 through March 22, 
2023.

Atkinson Elementary
 Break out the balloons and party favors 
March 16 for Tiffany Aldridge.

Frazier Elementary
 Break out the cake and ice cream for Jen-
nifer Cantu March 19. Bertila Guerrero cel-
ebrates a birthday March 20. Birthday greet-
ings go out to Maria Campos March 21.

Moore Elementary
 Birthday wishes go out to Alicia Carrizal 
March 22. 

Stuchbery Elementary
Light the candles March 18 on a birthday 

Orenia Craven, Gina Rodriguez, Mered-
ity Jones, Derek Jones, Jodi Johnston, 
Charlene Hardin, Alicia Rodriguez, Josh 
Nance, Tristan Soria, Andre Rohrman, 
Daniel Goeman and Andrea Charles; 
Sunday, March 19: Tammie Little, Tonyka 
Smith, Cindy Dominguez, Shanna Young 
and Keith Pinchbec; Monday, March 20: 
Roxanne Wheeler, Ken Dittrich, Martinez 
Joaquin, Carol Dawkins, Al Vanek, James 
Leslie, Martha Heinrich and Sheri Rose; 
Tuesday, March 21: Suni Ballard, Jamacia 
Zabala-Gonzalez and Joseph Block; and 
Wednesday, March 22: Kristy Poole, Maria 
Ybarra, Michael Hansen, Edwin Watson 
and Gary Hooks.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements of anniversaries, 
vacations, and graduations to mynews@
southbeltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line by Friday noon for the next week’s pub-
lication. For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends 
Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

cake for Linda Reyes.
Fred Roberts Middle School

 Marking a birthday March 22 is Shelby 
Willis.

Melillo Middle School
 Kara Ross and Lissnette Burgos enjoy 
a double-layer birthday cake March 18. Han-
nah Crowder enjoys a birthday March 19.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Berenice Mejia enjoys a birthday March 21. 

Dobie High
 Blow out the birthday candles March 16 
for Clara Ullman. Birthday greetings are 
sent to Karrie Valerio who celebrates a 
birthday March 17. Birthday greetings are 
sent to Karrie Valerio who celebrates a 
birthday March 17.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS 
 Thursday, March 16: Brandy Pimental, 
Kelly Cobble, Nathan Lewis and Nikki 
Pullin; Friday, March 17: Nickole Chap-
man, Yvonne Russell, Sherri Golight-
ly and Larry Morgan; Saturday, March 18: 

45 years ago (1978)
 The city of Houston 
approved the purchase of 
44,250 square feet of prop-
erty on Beamer Road for a 
future fi re station.
 The Sonny Encincia 
family got quite a surprise 
at their home on Sageglow 
when an old, abandoned car 
was uncovered by a man 
who was grading their back 
yard. The car had somehow 
been buried in the yard, ap-
parently two or three years 
earlier.

40 years ago (1983)
 The Choate Road USA 
ballpark construction was 
fi nally fi nished with the 
installation of an $80,000 
lighting system. 
 Dobie student Lawrence 
Mitchell won the Steve 
Bledsoe Award for most 
outstanding athlete at the 
Brown Relays.

35 years ago (1988)
 A new task force com-
posed of private citizens 
was formed to work with the 
cleanup of the Brio waste 
site.
 A South Belt Security 
Alliance offi cer arrested a 
rape suspect who was ap-
parently running from the 
scene of the crime. Taken 
into custody was a 17-year-
old identifi ed as R. Jackson 
of the South park area.

30 years ago (1993)
 Houston Police SWAT 
offi cers arrived at the 11700 
block of Kirkmeadow in 
response to a report that a 
possibly armed, hostile man 
was barricaded inside.
 Metro board members 
approved plans to build the 
800-space Fuqua Park & 
Ride.
 South Belt resident Al 
Carter was named best 
sports writer in Texas by 
the Texas Associated Press 
Managing Editors.

25 years ago (1998)
 The baseball fi elds at El 
Franco Lee Park were offi -
cially dedicated to former 
Houston City Councilman 
Frank Mancuso.
 Dedication of the Lu-
theran Education Center 
was held at Lutheran South 
Academy. 

20 years ago (2003)

 Frazier Elementary stu-
dent Jon Lowery won a gold 
medal in physics at the ele-
mentary school science fair 
sponsored by the Pasadena 
Independent School District.
 The possibility of ter-
mination of term-contract 
teachers caused the Pasa-
dena Independent School 
District board of trustees 
to pass a reduction in force 
resolution.

15 years ago (2008)
 Clear Lake Tactical Unit 
made two drug-related ar-
rests in the Kirkwood sub-
division following an inves-
tigation which began earlier 
in the month.
 Homeowners with homes 
with a history of fl ooding in 
the South Belt area were the 
most recent to get an oppor-
tunity for a Harris County 
Flood Control District and 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency buyout. 
Some residents who had 
experienced substantial re-
petitive losses were asked to 
participate in the Severe Re-
petitive Loss Pilot program.
 Vandals painted graffi ti 

on the concession stand of 
the recently opened Black-
hawk Park.
 After six months of 
meetings, fi ve public hear-
ings and countless hours 
of work by the members of 
the School Boundary Advi-
sory Committee, the board 
of trustees approved new 
school boundary zones for 
the Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District.

10 years ago (2013)
 The Pasadena ISD offi-
cially broke ground on its 
future career and technical 
high school. To be located 
on Beltway 8 at Genoa Red 
Bluff Road, the new 
246,000-square-foot cam-
pus was set to open in 
August 2014. Approved in a 
2011 bond vote, the $37 
million facility would offer 
students career and techni-
cal training.
 A unit in the Park Center 
Apartments in the 12300 
block of Beamer caught 
fi re. Two apartments were 
completely destroyed in 
the blaze, and six others 
suffered water and smoke 

damage. Fire department 
offi cials believed the inci-
dent was the result of arson. 
No immediate arrests were 
made.

5 years ago (2018)
 Allen M. Sory, 96, who 
served as the fi rst principal 
of Dobie High School died 
Tuesday, March 20. Sory 
served as Dobie principal 
from the campus’s opening 
in 1968 until his retirement 
in 1979. Sory came up with 
Dobie’s name, mascot and 
colors. Prior to his time at 
Dobie, Sory taught science 
at South Houston High 
School from its opening in 
1957 until 1963. He also 
taught at Pasadena High 
School and served as assis-
tant principal at Sam Ray-
burn High School.

1 year ago (2022)
 A third suspect was 
charged in connection to 
a 2019 fatal shooting that 
took place at an apartment 
complex in the 1400 block 
of Redford near Edgebrook 
and the Gulf Freeway. Dan-
iel Cisneros Leyva, 22, was 
charged with capital mur-

der. Two other suspects, 
Cristofer Ernesto Perez, 20, 
and Juan Castillo, 20, were 
arrested shortly after the 
crime in 2019 and charged 
with murder. All three sus-
pects are accused in the 
killing of Edward Guerre-
ro, 21, on Feb. 18, 2019. 
According to Houston Po-
lice Department offi cials, 
at the time of the original 
crime, patrol offi cers re-
sponded to a shooting call 
and found Guerrero suffer-
ing from multiple gunshot 
wounds in a parking lot at 
the above address. Houston 
Fire Department paramedics 
arrived and pronounced him 
dead at the scene. A witness 
stated Guerrero and another 
male appeared to exchange 
gunfi re, while a third male, 
armed with a pistol, fl ed the 
scene on foot. A sedan of 
unknown make and model 
was seen fl eeing the scene, 
possibly with three males 
inside. Further investigation 
identifi ed Perez and Castil-
lo as suspects in this case, 
and both were taken into 
custody on March 5, 2019, 

without incident and sub-
sequently charged for their 
roles in the shooting. Addi-
tional investigation identi-
fi ed Leyva as a third suspect 
involved in this incident. 
Levya was arrested March 
1 and subsequently charged 
for his role in the shooting.
 On Tuesday, March 1, 
deputies with Harris County 
Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia’s Special Operation 
Unit and District Patrol as-
sisted numerous other law 
enforcement agencies fi n-
ished up a 14-month in-
vestigation led by the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration dubbed Operation 
Twisted Tea. The operation 
was one of the largest in the 
region in several years, ac-
cording to federal offi cials. 
During the undertaking, the 
Special Operations Unit has 
assisted in numerous war-
rant services, narcotics in-
vestigations and seizures 
regarding this case. This 
investigation has led to the 
seizure of more than 150 
kilograms of cocaine, 140 
kilograms of meth, 500 ki-

lograms of marijuana, as 
well 6 kilograms of heroin 
and 18 kilograms of fen-
tanyl. The operation also 
resulted in the recovery of 
39 fi rearms. The multistate 
collaborative effort resulted 
in 50 arrests, two in which 
the Special Operations Unit 
assisted. The charges al-
lege the crimes occurred 
between Dec. 10, 2020 and 
Dec. 15, 2021. The alleged 
crimes primarily took place 
in the Houston and Galves-
ton areas. The indictment, 
returned Feb. 10, alleges the 
individuals engaged in a va-
riety of fentanyl, cocaine, 
meth, heroin and mari-
juana transactions. Some 
also allegedly conspired to 
commit money laundering 
and illegally transferred or 
transported money from 
the United States to Mexico 
to promote the illicit drug 
smuggling activities. If con-
victed, some could face up 
to life in prison.

SoHo High School fourth six-weeks honor roll named
 South Houston High 
School offi cials recently 
recognized their honor roll 
students for the fourth six 
weeks of the 2022-2023 
school year.

Freshman class
 Yessenia Acevedo, Melo-
dy Acosta, Za’niyah Agege, 
Ludvin Aleman Retana, Ar-
len Alvarado Ordonez, Abel 
Alvarez Recendiz, Jose 
Angulo, Audel Arellano 
Duarte, Yefferson Argue-
ta Argueta, Francisco Avila 
Contreras, Christopher Avi-
la and Isabella Avila.
 Ruby Ayala, Devon 
Barnwell, Natalia Barre-
ra, Alan Bello, Christiani 
Bonilla, Isaiah Bonilla, Ja-
son Bonilla, Ronald Brown 
Toirac, Alejandro Castillo, 
Arelyn Castillo, Luis Castro 
and Sonia Chavez Ortega.
 Katia Chavez, Jeovanny 
Corral, Tiana Costa, Angel 
Cruz Mejia, Kristal Dela-
cruz, Kenia Diaz-Rivas, 
Henesis Duarte Luna, Raul 
Duran, Oscar Escamilla 
Barrientos, Nicole Escobar, 
David Flores, Gideon Fowl-
er and Diego Franco Mo-
rales.
 Alejandro Galindo, Ja-
cinto Gallego Cobo, Jo-
heli Garcia Gonzalez, 
Yoandri Garcia Gonzalez, 
Dayana Garcia, Korina Gar-
za, Ladarius Glover, Jose 
Godoy, Arianna Gomez, 
Carlos Gomez, George 
Gonzalez Agulla, Antonio 
Gonzalez and Delilah Gon-
zalez.
 Joel Gonzalez, Raul Gon-
zalez, Meagan Grays, Bri-
anna Grimaldo, Sumayah 
Guadalupe, Ana Hernandez, 
Saleste Hernandez, Dayanis 
Hinojosa, Ann Hounmetin, 
Anthony Jaime Fraga, Alex-
ia Lacio-Wardrop, Averie 
Lasalle, Anahi Ledesma and 
Axel Lopez Carbajal.
 Jaqueline Lopez, Ana-
hi Lule, Dayris Malasquez 
Montalvo, Tekayla Mann, 
Helen Maradiaga Munoz, 
Dylan Martinez, Gerardo 
Martinez, Yair Martinez, 
Maximo Mendoza, Kinereth 
Meraz Zelaya, Beatriz 
Meza, Jonathan Mojica, Isai 
Morales, Juan Morales and 
Tasia Nickerson.
 Arianda Ortiz, Ra’tav-
ia Osborne, Lia Otero Uza, 
Genesis Palma Romero, 
Madelaine Palma, Ria Pan-
dya, Andrea Patino, Adrian 
Pena, Hector Pena, Jayden 
Pena, Wendy Perez Mo-
rales, Gabriela Portillo and 
Kentrell Price.
 Jessica Pulido, Johana 
Ramirez, Jazlin Ramirez-Ri-
vera, Reggie Rangel Qui-
nones, Alexis Rangel, Ceasar 
Rasso, German Realejo Mo-
rataya, Katherin Realejo 
Morataya and Salome Re-

strepo Gamboa.
 Michelle Reyes, Yas-
mine Reyes, Martha 
Reyes-Lechado, Benjamin 
Reyna, Samir Rivera Gar-
cia, Evelyn Rivera Mena, 
Jacob Rivera, Grecia Ro-
driguez Agraz, Junior Ro-
driguez Ramirez and Alexy 
Rodriguez.
 Valerie Rodriguez, Alex-
ia Romero, Marivel Rosales, 
Rubi Rosario Cruz, Jade 
Ruiz, Evelyn Sainz, Fred-
dy Sanchez Lopez, Sheryl 
Sanchez Ortiz, Jhazmany 
Sanchez, Ricardo Sanchez, 
Alexandra Santiago and So-
phia Sauceda.
 Emily Saucedo, Gabriel 
Serrato, Shannon Shaw, An-
drea Silva, Eric Silva, Julio 
Soledad Rivera, Grace Son-
nier, Sarah Suarez and Er-
endira Torres.
 Hayden Tran, Valery 
Trevino, Diego Valdes Leg-
ra, Vanessa Vargas, Isabel 
Vasquez, Amairani Vega, 
Bryan Velasquez Chavez, 
Jayden Victoria, Clarity Vil-
lanueva, Annetthe Zacarias 
Trevizo and Estrella Zavala.

Sophomore class
 Dalilah Acosta, Agus-
tin Aguilar, Ghisell Agurto 
Toapanta, Kelvin Alvarez 
Jandres, Carolina Alvarez, 
Kevin Alvarez, Anderson 
Amaya Urias, Jocelyn Aran-
da, Xavier Arizaga, Amiah 
Atkinson, Galia Barbosa 
and Aryanna Benitez.
 Jazmin Bocanegra, Reg-
inald Brooks, Jordan Buck-
ner, Carlos Burgos Reyes, 
Reynaldo Cabrera, Beni-
to Cadena, Michelle Cano, 
Yeison Carbajal, Gabriella 
Castaneda, Emiliano Cas-
tilleja, Adamari Castillo, 
Natalia Castillo, Eric Cente-
no and Selina Chamorro.
 Melanie Chaverria, Man-
uel Chavez, Da’jonae Citi-
zen, Perla Colmenero, Rosa 
Contreras, Victoria Contre-
ras, Lester Cortes Varela, 
Nataly Coto-Chong, Jeady 
Cruz, Bryan De Leon, Val-
erie Del Valle, Krystal Del-
gado, Lorenzo Delgado and 
Nathan Diaz.
 Jesus Dimas, Elizabeth 
Erwin, Kayleen Erwin, Aar-
on Escareno, Kevin Espinal 
Lemus, Dariana Fierro, Jen-
nifer Flores, Ariana Fran-
co, Kylie Gale, Briahnna 
Garcia, Diego Garcia, Joey 
Garcia, Lupita Garcia and 
Xzavian Garcia.
 Rogelio Garibay, Alinna 
Garza, Giselle Garza, Mia 
Gaytan, Deborah Getu, Ce-
cilia Gomez, Christopher 
Gomez, Evelyn Gomez, Ra-
chel Gonzalez Rodriguez, 
Francisco Gonzalez and Di-
ana Gracia.
 Jonathan Guerra Chacon, 
Amy Guerra, David Gue-
vara, Karina Guillen, Jade 

Guzman, Rayne Hale, Alex-
ia Hernandez, Mario Her-
nandez, Ana Herrera, Kait-
lyn Houston, Rosa Huerta, 
Aniya Johnson, Marina Joya 
Campos, Adrian Juarez, 
Edward Juarez, Navya 
Karunarathne and Norma 
Lazo Sauceda.
 Jayden Leos, Emman-
uel Llanos, Dulce Lopez 
Canseco, Antonio Lopez, 
Jazmin Lopez, Juan Lopez, 
Felix Lozano, Patricia Luna 
Argueta, Raquel Malbro, 
Alonso Marquez, Emely 
Martinez, Joanith Martinez 
and Ramiro Martinez.
 Raphael Martinez, Ri-
cardo Martinez, William 
Martinez, Pricsilla Mendio-
la, Cindy Molina, Jonathan 
Morales, Kevin Morales, 
Yazmine Moreno, Kiara 
Moya De La Rosa, Guada-
lupe Murillo Galloso, Ger-
ald Murillo and Camila Na-
varro Moran.
 Kimberly Negrete, Kris-
ti Nguyen, Leslie Oliveros, 
Vanessa Ortiz, Diego Osejo, 
Leonardo Otero Cuza, Axel 
Otto, Ilian Pacheco Villa-
franca, Noah Parras and 
Kelly Patel.
 Christopher Pena, Chris-
tian Perez, Victoria Per-
rett, Thien Pham, Jack Phu, 
Jovanny Portillo, Valerie 
Portillo, Jovany Queza-
da, Christy Ram, Camila 
Ramirez, Fatima Ramirez 
and Xiomara Ramirez.
 Jason Ramos, Tatyana 
Ramos, Hugo Rangel, Da-
vian Revuelta, Inary Reyes, 
Yaneli Reyes, Cassandra Ri-
vas, Carlos Rivera, Jennifer 
Rivera, Chelsea Robertson, 
Mahia Rodriguez Agraz, 
Angel Rodriguez Castillo 
and Giovany Rodriguez.
 Aldamaris Roman Tell-
ez, Alexis Romero, Antho-
ny Salinas, Carlos Salinas, 
Deevanie Sanchez, Lindsey 
Sanchez, Diego Santillan, 
Madison Scott, Katie So-
lano, Leonardo Solis, Irma 
Sosa Villafranca, Natalie 
Terrones, Betzabet Trinidad 
Yepez and Joaquin Vargas.
 Jonathon Vargas, Maniah 
Velez, Ruby Vences, Pame-
la Viera, Sairah Villalobos, 
Mariah Vizcaino, Courtney 
Wright, Marlen Zavala, Ev-
elin Zavaleta and Yeira Za-
valija Garcia.

Junior class
 Mikaela Acosta, Lynkon 
Alexander, Jessica Alfaro, 
Elizabeth Almaguer, Chris-
topher Almanza, David Al-
varado Paz, Georgianna 
Alvarado, Pedro Alvarez, 
Daniel Arias, Milton Arias 
and Andrea Ayala.
 Jonathan Barrientos, 
Amy Becerra, Christopher 
Bowshier, Ovidio Bustillo, 
Dora Caballero, Marissa 
Caballero, Ashley Cadena, 

Rosa Campos, Gustavo Ca-
no-Mercado, Jose Cardo-
za, Abel Castellano, Daniel 
Castillo, Jenny Chau, Aaron 
Chavarria and Angelina Da-
mian.
 Dalia De La Rosa Pan-
toja, Arlet Delgado, Olga 
Diaz Camacho, Paola Diaz 
Galvan, Abraham Escare-
no, Syntrel Evans, Everth 
Flores, Jayden Flores, Na-
talie Funes, Manuel Gam-
boa and Aldo Garcia Loya.
 Abraham Garcia, Angela 
Garcia, Naomy Garcia, Na-
thalie Garcia, Alexis Garza, 
Emily Garza, Ethan Garza, 
Elias Gauna, Julie Gonza-
les, Angel Gonzalez Torres, 
Nefertiti Guzman and Ed-
win Hernandez Angeles.
 Cristian Hernandez, Vale-
ria Hernandez, Angela Her-
rera, Elissa Herrera, Ruby 
Herrera, Kayla Hughes, 
Ciara Jackson, Jose Labra, 
Natalie Leon Jordan, Abril 
Leon, Stormy Lindsey and 
Francisco Lopez Tejada.
 Yair Lopez, Daniela Mal-
donado, Genesis Marin, 
Kassandra Martinez, Raul 
Martinez, Tristan Mcguff-
ery, Ariana Mendoza, Jos-
ue Miranda, Jazlyn Montes, 
Edgar Najera and Aldo Na-
varro Moran.
 Rogelio Palma, Michelle 
Perez, Ryan Pham, Junior 
Pineda Zuniga, Adrian Pi-
neda, Evyn Ponce, Fernan-
do Pruneda, Giselle Quinte-
ro, Kaylee Ramirez, Joanna 
Ramos, Gerardo Reyes and 
Rosa Reyes.
 Maria Rivera Robles, 
Stacie Rivera, Cheyenne 
Robertson, Karina Roble-
do, Josephine Robles, Sil-
vio Rodriguez Suarez, Man-
sa Rogers, Carlos Roman, 
Victoria Romano, Monika 
Romero, Jose Salazar and 
Natalie Salinas.
 Eytsel Sanchez, Julian 
Sanchez, Roselyn Sanchez, 
Axel Saucedo Estrada, Urva 
Shah, Alan Solis, Adrian 
Soto, Miracle Soto and Bry-
anna Suarez.
 Andrew Trancoso, Ga-
briel Valenzuela, Jamileth 
Vasquez, Noemi Vasquez, 
Oscar Vilchis, Angela Villa-
franco, David Villarreal and 
Leslie Zavala.

Senior class
 Edith Acosta, Denisse 
Aguilar, Jamie Aguirre, 
Juan Alfonso, Nevaonna 
Alfred, Benjamin Anaya 
Cruz, Alejandra Arredondo, 
Steve Ayala, Nelson Banks, 
Stephanie Barrientos, Sa-
mantha Beltran Gonzalez 
and Roland Benavides.
 Jacqueline Bocanegra, 
Cristian Briagas, Jocelyn 
Caballero, Krystela Cabre-
ra, Isaac Camacho, Ariana 
Cantu, Guillermo Cardenas, 
Ami Cardona, Daniel Car-

rillo, Gael Castillo and An-
geles Chamorro Hernandez.
 Daniel Chavez, Joseph 
Chavez, Cesar Conde, Mon-
serrat Cruz Franco, Heidy 
Cruz, Griselda Cuadros, 
Hannian De Leon, Diego 
Espinosa, Joseph Ferguson 
and Heidi Franco.
 Danielle Fuentes, Sara 
Gaeta, Manuel Galindo, Ce-
sia Garcia Velasquez, Kim-
berly Garcia, Natalie Garza, 
Marisol Gomez Camero, 
Angel Gomez, Nathalie Go-
mez, Xavier Gonzalez, Eliz-
abeth Guadarrama and Ever 
Guzman.
 Ashley Hernandez, May-
lyn Hernandez, Melanie 
Hernandez, Nicolas Her-
nandez, Jeremiah Horton, 
Christina Houston, Kimber-
ly Ibarra, Amy Jimenez, Ja-
zlyn Jimenez, Jacob Juarez, 
Carolina Julian, Ashley 
Lara, Sindi Lemus Ruiz and 
Aileen Lopez.
 Jesiel Lopez, Sonia Lo-
pez, Joel Luque, Matthew 
Macias, Stephanie Mal-
donado, Natalia Martinez, 
Daisy Mcgarrity, Angel Me-
jia Mercedes, Daisy Men-
doza, Richard Mendoza, 
Esmeralda Meza, Tomas 
Meza, Mi’jai Mickles and 
Alejandra Miranda.
 Maribel Montalvo, Na-
thanael Morales, Cristina 
Moreno, Brittany Muniz, 
Kevin Murillo-Galloso, 
Juan Nava, Antonio Ne-
grete, Rigoberto Orellana, 
Viet Pham, Jonathan Piche 
and Saul Quintanilla.
 Santos Ramirez Garcia, 
Govany Ramirez, Janeth 
Ramirez, Maritza Ramirez, 
Pamela Ramirez, Sebas-
tian Ramirez, Jose Ramos, 
America Regin, Natalie 
Reinot, Erick Renteria and 
Mauricio Reyes Chapa.
 Vanessa Reyes, Lilisbeth 
Rios Diaz, Angel Rivas, Di-
ana Rivera, Alyssa Rodarte, 
Fernanda Rodriguez Limas, 
Angel Rodriguez, Cesar 
Rodriguez, Kathryn Rodri-
guez, Leslie Rodriguez and 
Leniz Romero.
 Jailyn Saldana, Leiby 
Sanchez Lopez, Nicolas 
Sanchez Ramirez, Destiny 
Sanchez, Ingrid Sanchez, 
Josue Sauceda Sorto, Sha-
kia Scott, Jeremiah Shep-
pard-Rubio, Ximena Solis 
Rodriguez and Mark Tabor.
 Olufunmilayo Talabi, 
Maybel Tinoco, Robert Tor-
res, Ashley Trujillo, Zariya 
Turner, Andrea Valadez Al-
vizo and Isaac Valdez Gon-
zalez.
 Evelyn Valdez, Alexan-
dra Vazquez Garcia, Chris-
tian Vera, Kristal Villa, Han-
son Vo, Demarcus Whitaker, 
Ariel Zamora, Cynthia Zav-
ala, Josue Zuniga and Angie 
Zuviri.

At left, Fred Roberts 
Middle School students 
were encouraged to in-
vite an important male 
fi gure in their lives to 
eat breakfast and lis-
ten to the guest speaker, 
Pct. 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia, during the event 
Dudes and Donuts. Gar-
ica spoke to the students 
about growing up in 
the South Belt area, as 
well as the importance 
of a male fi gure in a 
child’s life. Afterward, 
they attended the school 
book fair. Shown at left 
are Mark (center) and 
James Cruz with their 
father, Mark Cruz, at 
the book fair.

Photo taken by
Crissy Higham

Roberts MS hosts Dudes and Donuts

CCISD board of trustees election upcoming
 During a general election 
to be held on Saturday, May 
6, Clear Creek ISD’s board 
of trustee positions for dis-
tricts 2 and 3 are up for vot-
er consideration to serve 
3-year terms.
 The candidates for Dis-
trict 2 are Glencora Rodgers 
and Jamieson Mackay. For 
District 3, the candidates 
are Arturo Sanchez and Pe-
ter Lauzon.
 This year, the Clear 
Creek ISD board of trustees 
election will be operated by 
Harris County for the Dis-

trict 2 and District 3, and 
by Galveston County for the 
District 2 election. 
 For a full list of polling 
places in Harris County, 
voters may visit harrisvotes.
com. To fi nd one’s polling 
place in Galveston County, 
visit galvestonvotes.org. 
 Early voting will take 
place Monday, April 24, 
through Tuesday, May 2. 
Election day is Saturday, 
May 6. Polling location 
dates and times vary by 
county of residence. 
 Voters may visit the vot-

ing single-member district 
lookup app at ccisd.net/
elections to determine in 
which district they live, be-
ginning March 27.
 The Clear Lake Area 
Chamber of Commerce in-
vites the public to attend the 
CCISD Board of Trustees 
Candidate Forum Thursday, 
April 13, from 5:30-7 p.m. 
at Nassau Bay City Hall, 
1800 Space Park Drive, Ste. 
200. 
 The voter registration 
deadline for the May 2023 
election is April 6. Visit 

votetexas.gov to register to 
vote. 
 For the latest updates on 
the 2023 CCISD board of 
trustee election, visit ccisd.
net/elections.

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all 

your printing needs.

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337

Jones congressional term begins
Freshman replaces longtime rep Coleman

Continued from Page 1
 Magazine.
 A highly sought public 
speaker, Jones attended Uni-
versity of Houston, where she 
was initiated into Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha Sorority at UH’s 
Epsilon Lambda in the fall of 
1987. She remains a current 
dues-paying member of Mu 
Kappa Omega.
 Jones was raised by her 
single mother after her fa-
ther committed suicide in his 
daughter’s presence. Accord-
ing to Jones’ website, she 
was confronted with multi-
ple evictions; houses burning 

down; rape; domestic vio-
lence; being shot at; seeing 
dead bodies; lack of food, 
gas, water, and electricity; 
and bullying. Jones overcame 
the murder of her brother, 
aunt and numerous cousins; 
the SIDS death of her niece; 
and survived death threats re-
lated to her legal practice.
 Jones has distinguished 
herself legally, garnering 
prestigious legal awards. Her 
courtroom expertise helped 
shut down Houston Police 
Department’s Crime Lab that 
faked lab results that con-
victed innocents and allowed 

the guilty to go free. Her le-
gal acumen has won multi-
ple murder cases and serious 
felonies. Her business is 24 
years old.
 Jones prides herself on be-
ing the moral conscience and 
the voice of the disadvan-
taged and disenfranchised. 
She is a fi ghter for the op-
pressed, her page touts.
 A child of a union house-
hold, Jones believes in the 
invaluable power of unions. 
She is a proud supporter of 
small businesses and minori-
ty businesses and works to 
create job opportunities in 
these areas. 
 According to Jones’ web-
site, the representative has 
saved people’s lives on fi ve 
separate occasions. She lists 
the following fi ve people as 
being saved:
 – A gunshot victim. 
 –An SUV rollover victim 
who was ejected on the free-
way. 

 – A hit-and-run victim. 
 – A victim passed out on a 
busy street. 
 – A teenager whose car 
fell approximately 100 feet 
off a freeway interchange, 
caught fi re and exploded sec-
onds after Jones and her son 
extricated her. Jones ran to 
with the teenager in her arms. 
For this life-saving effort, 
Jones was presented a HERO 
Award.
 “If someone is in danger 
and Jones is near, she will 
be the person who rushes in 
to save whoever needs sav-
ing,” the House District 147 
page states. “Jones feels com-
pelled to save people due to 
the many times she was a vic-
tim of circumstance and in 
need of help, combined with 
her mother’s teachings that 
she must have the courage to 
do what is right when it’s eas-
ier to do wrong and that she 
must help people who, but for 
her help, would be helpless.”
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/27/23.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Dine-In • To-Go
Curbside • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pickup

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Choose DAN’S to Dine!
Danosaurus

30-inch, 1-topping pizza $39.99
Everyday Carryout Specials $9.99

16-inch, single-topping or
12-inch, 3-topping

2 pizza slices & a canned soda $6

11101 Resource Pkwy.    281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109    832-736-9006  

We have space available at each location

Now enrolling!
Transportation from CCISD,  

Pasadena ISD, and Pearland ISD.

Call for our weekly rate specials!
COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

USA KARATE

• Weekly Fee 
 Includes Karate
 Training

24-6A girls’ hoops

CB’s Castillo
is again MVP;
McLaurin is
top defender

At right, having led 
the Clear Brook var-
sity girls’ basketball 
program to a first-ever 
Class 6A regional quar-
terfinal appearance fol-
lowing a 12-0 undefeat-
ed run through District 
24-6A play, Wolver-
ines’ sophomore guard 
Rezia Castillo (24) was 
named as the league’s 
Most Valuable Player 
for the second straight 
season. Castillo, one of 
three players to aver-
age 12 points per game 
scoring, has been one 
of the state’s top all-
around performers 
while guiding Clear 
Brook 57 total victories 
and a 24-0 district re-
cord over her two sea-
sons. See more All-Dis-
trict on Page 6.

Photos by Andy Tolbert

Clear Brook sophomore Kamryn McLaurin (with 
ball) led her team in scoring this season but also 
went all out on the defensive end en route to being 

named the Defensive Player of the Year in District 
24-6A as she helped her team to the league cham-
pionship. 

Dobie catcher Bella Perez (5) and her teammates 
were in a celebratory mood after routing Memorial 
March 7. The locals have now won three straight in 
league play.                            Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Hold second place

Fire-hot offensive production
leads JFD softball to three wins

Dobie hosts Sam Rayburn
March 21, 4 p.m.

at Dobie main

Dobie vs. South Houston
March 24, 6 p.m.
PISD Complex

 A rematch with Region 
III champion Deer Park 
will come soon enough, 
but for now the Dobie var-
sity softball team is rolling 
along just fine heading 
into a pause for spring 
break with three straight 
wins.
 Dobie, now 13-7-1 
overall, rebounded from 
a loss to Deer Park in the 
22-6A opener, crushing 
Pasadena, Memorial and 
Channelview by a com-
bined 51-8 to move to 3-1 
for second place.
 After beating Chan-
nelview 10-1 on the road 
March 10, Dobie remains 
off-field until taking on 
Rayburn March 21 at Do-
bie in a 4 p.m. start. 
 Dobie will also go 
against South Houston 
March 24 at the Pasadena 
ISD Complex in a 6 p.m. 
start.

Falcons fall
 Looking forward to 
spring break, Dobie made 

a quick trip to Chan-
nelview and  defeated the 
Falcons 10-1 as Miriam 
Castillo homered and 
drove in two runs.
 Bella Perez, Sandra 
Quiroz and Alyssa Jones 
all drove in two runs.
 Marisa Perla went the 
first three innings for the 
win, and Vanessa De La 
Fuente pitched four hitless 
frames for the save.

Down goes PMHS
 Having defeated Me-
morial 20-3 at the Nation-
al Fastpitch Coaches As-
sociation tournament the 

first weekend of the sea-
son in College Station, the 
Longhorns continued their 
domination of the Mavs 
March 7 with a 17-0 win 
over just three innings.
 Claire Ramirez, a San 
Jacinto College signee, 
homered and doubled 
while driving in a career 
high five runs and also 
scored twice.
 Bella Perez and Per-
la both doubled and 
drove in three runs each, 
and Brianna Garcia had 
two hits, drove in a pair

Continued on Page 6

Dobie baseball pockets 10 wins;
District 22-6A race gets started

in Baytown, including 
1-1 against Goose Creek 
Memorial and 5-5 against 
Atascocita. 
 Before taking down 
Galveston, the Longhorns 
lost a tough 7-6 decision 
to Texas City.
 The Longhorns began 
their week on a high note, 
taking down Dawson 5-3  
as Torres earned the win 
and Juelz Martinez had the 
save. 
 Omar Serna paced the 
offense with a double and 
a run batted in, while Lo-
era scored twice to lead 
the Longhorns.

 The 22-6A season be-
gan March 14 after press 
time with the Longhorns 
going against state-ranked 
Deer Park. The Long-
horns will play at the Deer 
March 16 at Jim Kethan 
Field, with first pitch set 
for 11 a.m.
 Deer Park is the de-
fending league champion, 
while Dobie was 9-3 a sea-
son ago for a second-place 
tie with Memorial,
 Dobie also played two 
games to time-limited ties 

 Cruz Torres struck out 
four over five shutout in-
nings to improve to 4-0 
on the mound as the Do-
bie varsity baseball team 
highlighted its four-game 
trip to the Goose Creek 
ISD Invitational with a 9-0 
win over Galveston Ball 
March 10.
 Junior Orozco drove in 
three runs and Eduardo 
Loera had two hits as the 
Longhorns cruised to the 
win, their 10th overall thus 
far with four losses.

JFD’s Harris
shines bright
at Bayshores
At right, Dobie sopho-
more Stacie Harris had 
herself a memorable 
day at the Bayshore 
Olympics in La Porte, 
taking a gold med-
al in the long jump at 
17 feet, 7 inches and 
placing second in the 
400 in a time of 1 min-
ute, 03.61 seconds. 
Harris also anchored 
the Longhorns’ 4x100 
relay team to a sec-
ond-place finish. See 
more coverage of Do-
bie track and field on 
Page 6.

Dobie girls collect medal haul at La Porte
 Sophomore Stacie Har-
ris won gold in the long 
jump and was second in 
the 400 as she paced the 
Dobie varsity girls’ per-
formance at the Bayshore 
Olympics at Bulldog Sta-
dium in La Porte March 9.
 Harris went 17 feet, 7 
inches to easily champion 

the long jump event. In the 
400, Alvin’s Randi Beck-
ham, who also claimed 
gold in the 200, led the 
way at the 400 distance at 
1 minute, 00.03 seconds. 
 Continuing her stellar 
day, Harris was second for 
a silver medal in a time of 
1:03.61. Dobie’s Ashley 

Dunn fi nished at 1:05.61 
for fi fth place.
 Host La Porte dominat-
ed the team standings with 
171.5 points, followed by 
second-place Deer Park 
with 112 points. Dobie’s 
86 points were fi fth-best.
 Sophomore Cameron 
Mathews stood out for the 

Dobie varsity boys, who 
were ninth in the team 
standings with 37 points.
 Strake Jesuit held off 
Clear Lake for the varsi-
ty boys’ team crown, with 
the Crusaders earning 130 
points. Clear Lake had 125 
at meet’s end. 
 The Dobie boys’ group 
continues to build mo-
mentum with the District 
22-6A championship meet 
set to play out early next 
month. 
 Mathews was the gold 
medalist in the 200 at 
22.06 as he produced the 
program’s top medal of 
the meet.
 Dobie sophomore Lau-
ren Garza was a silver 
medalist in the 3,200 run 

Continued on Page 6

Dobie at Deer Park
March 16, 11 a.m.

at Kethan Field

Dobie vs. Pasadena
March 21, 6 p.m.

Maguire Field

Dobie vs. Pasadena
March 24, 4 p.m.

at Dobie main
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
THE EXPERIENCE  

YOU NEED.  
THE NAME  

YOU TRUST.
281-464-SOLD (7653)

NEW! Sagemeadow - Great opportunity! Nice 4-2-2 det, both for-
mals, large bedrooms, den with FP, covered patio, carport! #Mor

New Listing! Pine Hollow - Beautiful 5-2.5-2 on corner lot! Formal 
dining, game room, updates galore! #PIN

New Listing! Sageglen -  Beautiful 4-2.5-2 DET with study and 
game room! Updated kitchen and bathrooms! #GAT

New Listing! Pearland -  Lovely 4-3.5-2ATT, large formal dining, 
second floor game room with open balcony to den, covered patio! #FALL

NEW! Ashley Pointe - Gorgeous 4-3.5-3 one story on the lake in 
gated section!! Formal dining, fabulous chef’s kitchen, plantation shutters 
throughout! #Ana

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD in 3 DAYS
SOLD in 5 DAYS

SOLD
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District 24-6A Basketball
 Girls’ All-District Selections

Most Valuable Player
Rezia Castillo, Clear Brook

Offensive Player of the Year
Amirah Gray, Clear Springs

Defensive Player of the Year
Kamryn McLaurin, Clear Brook

Newcomer of the Year
Rileigh Hairston, Clear Creek

Coach of the Year
Mileka Loydrake, Clear Brook

First-Team Honorees
Chardel Terrell, Clear Brook

Ja’Delle Major, Clear Brook

Morgan Williamson, Clear Brook

Danielle Porter, Dickinson

Jazmine Hansley, Dickinson

Ciara Williams, Dickinson

Olivia Shaw, Clear Creek

Sierra Woods, Clear Creek

Bria Jackson, Clear Springs

Alyssa Freeman, Clear Springs

Second-Team Honorees
Alexa Smith, Clear Brook

Bella Robbins, Clear Brook

Ja’Ron’Ey Lymuel, Dickinson

Jewel Bradley, Dickinson

Darriah Rooph, Clear Creek

Katrina Smith, Clear Creek

Bria Bierschwhale, Clear Springs

Caela Trivitt, Clear Springs

Carmen Evans, Clear Lake

Ayah Palomares, Clear Lake

Kyndall King, Clear Falls

Cassidy Rodriguez, Clear Falls

Reagan Blank, Brazoswood

Honorable Mention - Brook
Nalani Smith, Sr.

Kailyn Hitch, Sr.

All-Academic - Brook
Rezia Castillo, Soph.

Ryleigh Hackman, Soph.

Kim Hingle, Soph.

Kailyn Hitch, Sr.

Bella Robbins, Fr.

Ja’Delle Major, Sr.

Kamryn McLaurin, Soph.

Emily Pham, Jr.

Morgan Williams, Fr.

At left, Clear Brook 
senior Ja’Delle Ma-
jor (12) was a 24-6A 
All-District fi rst team 
selection as she aver-
aged eight points per 
game and helped the 
Wolverines to 26 over-
all wins this season. 
Major was a three-
year varsity performer 
at Clear Brook.

At right, Mileka Loy-
drake was the top as-
sistant a season ago 
before taking over as 
the head coach of the 
Clear Brook girls’ 
basketball program 
last spring. Loydrake 
guided her group 
through the transi-
tion seamlessly as she 
earned Coach of the 
Year honors in District 
24-6A while the Wol-
verines went 12-0 for 
a second straight sea-
son. Loydrake then led 
to Clear Brook to the 
regional quarterfi nal 
playoff round for the 
fi rst time in the Class 
6A ranks.
Photos by Andy Tolbert

At left, freshman Mor-
gan Williams (32) 
stepped into a key role 
for the Clear Brook 
varsity girls’ basket-
ball team, playing in 
23 games overall as she 
wound up with a Dis-
trict 24-6A fi rst team 
all-league role for her 
efforts. Williams was 
able to add scoring, 
rebounding and sol-
id defensive play as 
she helped the team 
to a 12-0 undefeated 
run through district 
play. Williams also ex-
celled as Clear Brook 
reached the regional 
quarterfi nal playoff 
round.

At right, sophomore 
Chardel Terrell (5) 
continued her rise as 
one of the Houston ar-
ea’s top second-year 
players, averaging 12 
points per game to 
make the 24-6A fi rst 
team. Terrell has been 
a key player for a 
Clear Brook program 
that has now won 24 
straight district games 
dating back to last sea-
son.
Photos by Andy Tolbert 

Clear Brook girls’ basketball lands 24-6A All-District accolades

Dolphins registering FB, drill, etc.
 The Southbelt Dolphins of the Bay Area Football 
League are currently registering players each Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to noon at Blackhawk Park for 
football and drill/cheer and mascot members for the 
2023 season, with activities beginning in July. Foot-
ball players ages 5 through 12 as of Aug. 1, 2023 
may register at $275 per player, with full uniform in-
cluded for the 10-game schedule. There is a $50 dis-
count available to those who recommend a registered 
first-year player. Drill team/cheer members in the 8 
to 13 age group are welcome, as are mascot candi-
dates ages 5 to 7. The Dolphins are also set to play 
an 8-game spring flag football 9 on 9 season at $35 
per player. For football opportunities, contact Raoul 
Garza at 281-818-7880. Reach out to Delores Garza 
for drill/cheer/mascot at 713-459-4721.

Dobie graduate Garcia gets a win
 Dobie graduate A.J. Garcia earned his first colle-
giate win at Wiley College as he finished off a 9-8 win 
over Arkansas Baptist March 7. Garcia, a left-handed 
reliever for the Wildcats, went two frames, allowing 
three hits and an earned run. Wiley used a seven-run 
eighth inning to steal the win.

Carpio sets St. Thomas record
 Jhancarlos Carpio, a Class of 2021 Dobie graduate 
and current sophomore distance runner at St. Thom-
as University in Houston, set a program record in the 
5,000-meter run at 15 minutes, 05.52 seconds at the 
Occidental Distance Carnival in California March 11.

Continued from Page 5
of runs and scored twice 
as the locals coasted to the 
win.
 Perez is hitting .545 to 
lead the batting average 
leaders, with Quiroz at 
.509 and Perla carrying a 

.486 mark.
 Quiroz leads in runs 
batted in with 22, and Per-
la has 20 runs driven in. 
Perla, who also paces the 
team in runs scored with 
22, also has a team-best of  
34 hits.

Dobie’s Marisa Perla has again come up big both 
in the circle and in the middle of the lineup as the 
locals have now won three straight games within the 
22-6A varsity softball race. Photo by Donna Alsdorf

The Dobie girls’ 4x100 relay team was second for 
a silver medal at 50.77 seconds to pace the school’s 
relay fi nishes at the Bayshore Olympics in La Porte 

at Bulldog Stadium March 9. Dobie’s 4x100 team 
included, left to to right, Mia Sanchez, Tailin Cur-
tis, Chloye Matthews and Stacie Harris.

JFD track teams take on fi eld at Bayshores
Continued from Page 5
with a clocking of 12 
minutes, 44.63 seconds 
as she also led the varsity 
girls’ performance.
 The Longhorns also 
took second behind Staf-
ford in the 4x100 relay 
in a time of 50.77 as the 
foursome included Mia 
Sanchez, Tailin Curtis, 
Chloye Matthews and 
Stacie Harris.
 Dobie was fourth 
in the 4x200 relay in a 
time of 1:49.42, and the 
4x400 relay group was 
also fourth in a time of 
4:19.45.

Dobie girls are fi fth
 Senior Mia Sanchez 
continued her solid 
spring on the track as she 
went 27.35 in the 200 for 
sixth place, with soph-
omore teammate Tailin 
Curtis eighth in a time of 
27.80.
 At 2:36.37, Dunn was 
fi fth overall in the 800 to 
go with her sixth in the 
400.
 A time of 5:49.62 
earned Garza fourth 
place in the 1,600, with 
teammate Kyla Lobo 
eighth in a time of 
6:03.52.
 A best of 33 feet 
placed Curtis seventh in 
the triple jump.
 Junior Jordan Davis 
was one of three athletes 
to clear 4-8 as she was 
eighth in the high jump.

Dobie boys net 37
 Dobie junior Rodrick 
Drumgo led the way in 
the fi eld events as he was 
third for a bronze medal 
at 133-11 in the discus. 
 The Longhorns’ Jer-
emiah Davis was fi fth 
in the 100 as he clocked 
in at 11.17, and while 
Mathews took the win in 

the 200, sophomore team-
mate Jacobi Booker was 
eighth in a time of 23.09.
 At 2:07.20, Dobie’s 
Johan Villavicenio was 
eighth at the 800 distance, 
and Yohander Mercado 
fi nished at 16.11 in the 
110 hurdles for eighth 

place.
 Dobie fi nished in a time 
of 11:36.75 to take fi fth in 
the distance medley relay.
Dobie’s Jeremiah Jack-
son was sixth in the long 
jump as he reached 21-3 
1/2, and teammate Charles 
Richard went 20-9 for 

eighth place.
 Freshman Demarcus 
Hodges posted a distance 
of 41-8 for fourth place in 
the triple jump, with Jack-
son fi fth at 41-6. Dobie’s 
Richard was eighth with 
his best of 40-3.
 The Deer Park varsity 

girls’ program appears 
primed to be the front-
runner at the District 22-
6A championships next 
month, but the Long-
horns have also proven 
that several standout per-
formers are set to make a 
difference, too.

Dobie softball cruises
to three straight wins



       SERVICE

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates
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Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

CALENDAR

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LAWN & GARDEN

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534
A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

ESTATE SALE
2314 SOUTH VENICE, 
Bella Vita. Fri. Sat. & Sat., 
Mar.17 - 19, 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Electrical tools, car-
pentry tools and other 
assorted tools, dining 
room set, bedroom set, 
coffee table with three 
matching end tables and 
a tall table, kitchenware, 
lots of wine glasses and 
original artwork. 3-16 

MISCELLANEOUS
2021 LONE STAR roll-off 
dump trailer includes 14 
yard bin. Works great, 
blue title in hand. $20,000 
OBO. Serious inquiries 
only. Call 832-606-1074.  
 3-23

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

LEADER 
READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Wanted
Part-Time Office Staff/Assistant

Located in the South Belt Area

Looking for individual with computer &  
verbal skills

Detail oriented, needs experience  
with Outlook, Access & Word 

Small Office with 
Flexible Hours: Mon. - Thur.

Salary is commensurate with abilities.

Send resume with current phone number to: 
worker.needed101@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.

Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.

Fluent Spanish required!

Will train the right 
person

$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

THURSDAY, MARCH 16
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets at 
either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117 
Broadway St., Pearland, or on Zoom. See 
Chamber of Commerce calendar or call 281-
485-3634.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-
6300.
6 p.m. Texas German Society, South Belt 
(SE) Chapter – A social group focused on the 
heritage of Texas German immigrants. Visitors 
welcome. Meets at the Fellowship Hall of 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 
Scarsdale Blvd. Email OpaGivesHugs@gmail.
com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
1 - 3 p.m. Parker Williams Genealogy Group 
– meets at Parker Williams library, free and 
open to the public. Email erootrot@usa.net.
3:30 – 6:30 p.m. Bay Area Singles Club – 
monthly dance, at the VFW Lodge Post 6378, 
5204 Hwy. 3. For attendance and pricing infor-
mation, call 281-470-2750 or 281-337-3112.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and Zoom online. For details 
visit https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E.  
FM 518, Pearland, First Presbyterian Church 
(youth building). Call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com or https://nastuff.com/.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of addicts share, 
learn they are not alone. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 

Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
See Friday’s notice.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an addict. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. 
Call 281-487-8787 or visit https://www.hous
tonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 prior to com-
ing.
Jam-3:30 / Bands-6:30 p.m. Bay Area 
Bluegrass Association – bluegrass music 
show and jam session at 311 Pennsylvania 
Ave. Pickers may come early. Visit http://www.
bayareabluegrass.org

SUNDAY, MARCH 19
8 a.m./ 10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
– worship at 11456 Space Center Blvd. (in 
back of a medical/retail community). Call 281-
479-7285.
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – For adults who 
have lost a loved one. Meets at Revive Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. Call 713-
944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at 
Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-
419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, MARCH 20
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 713-472-0565 
for appointment / tour.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s 
noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway. Dance lessons offered. Call 281-554-
1180. 
6 p.m. New Directions Singles – Age 55 and 
older meets for a potluck dinner at Webster 
Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway. 
Call 832-715-9658.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. COVID-19 vaccination 

required. Call 281-488-2923.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
– Friendswood chapter meets at Methodist 
Church, 110 N Friendswood Dr. in the educa-
tional  bldg, room 201. Call 832-858-4617 or  
713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery in the 
Education Bldg. in room 4, 11011 Hall Rd., Call 
832-725-8479 or 281-309-2801.
7 p.m. The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral 
Society – meeting held at League City Library, 
100 W Walker St, League City, See https://
www.clgms.org.

TUESDAY, MARCH 21
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Monday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice. 
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
2 p.m. Local NARFE Meeting – Chapter 941 
meets at El Franco Lee Park Community 
Center, 9500 Hall Rd. Call 713-734-1461 or  
281-464-9708. 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – meets virtually at southeast
houston.toastmastersclub.org or call 281-467-
1880.
7 p.m. Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civic 
Club – meets at Covenant of Faith United 
Methodist Church. Contact Cathy@houston
skyscrapershadows.org or call 713-332-6294.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s 
notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – See Monday’s notice
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.ELLIOTT’S REMODELING

A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

WE HAUL
We haul almost anything
Maybe we haul or U haul
The working ladies friend

409-245-1512 

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Looking to sell or 
lease your home?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the 

South Belt-Ellington 
Leader's weekly Real 

Estate section!
11555 Beamer

281-481-5656

BETO’S REMODELING

Free Estimates
Cell: 832-563-9321 Ask for Beto

SERVICE
ALL SEASON WOOD 
FENCES. Installation  
and repair, interior & 
exterior painting,  drywall  
repair and installation 
and pressure washing. 
Free estimates. Call 832-
406-0183.  6-1
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job Too 
Small. 281-948-8887. 6-1
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 6-1
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Vipers’ 10-U unbeaten at March Madness

The 10-under Vipers of the South Belt Girls Soft-
ball Association won eight games and went un-
beaten by a combined 50 runs to 19 to capture 
the March Madness Invitational in Friendswood.
Members of the team are, left to right, (front row)  
Dori Hood, Janelle Augurson, Victoria Del Angel, 

Abigail Orozco, Olivia Gutierrez, Kelsie Bolling, 
(middle row) Jesselyn Vargas, Brooklyn Jefferies,  
Victoria Perez, Olivia Bailey, Amber Saldana, Pa-
tricia Longoria, (back row) assistant coaches Jes-
sie Vargas, Johnny Orozco, Robert Bolling, Cesar 
Longoria and head coach Daniel Del Angel.

 Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing is the fi fth of nine 
weekly features recogniz-
ing the Class of 2023 Pas-
adena ISD Athletics Hall 
of Fame inductees.
 In the March 23 issue of 
the Leader, Sam Rayburn 
star softball pitcher Charla 
Moore will be featured.

By Al Carter
PISD Hall of Fame 

 It seemed only natural 
that nearly everyone who 
watched him grow up 
called him “Legs.” 
 It wasn’t that Scott 
Lengefeld was ripe for 
any kind of beauty contest 
or a future with the mob.
It’s just that his legs never 
stopped moving.
 His days at Dobie High 
School would usually be-
gin with some kind of 
running, usually for the 
cross-country team. 
 After school, he would 
bolt to the track behind 
the high school, usually to 
train with the track team.  
 That done, he would 
sprint back to his locker 
for a change of gear before 
a dash to baseball practice.
Lengefeld wasn’t trace-
able by trained blood 
hounds. But the path he 
took was unmistakable – 
and also unprecedented.  
 It led to All-America 
honors at Texas A&M in 
both cross-country and 
track. Of all the Aggies 
ever to put on track spikes, 
Lengefeld was the fi rst to 
accomplish such a double 
feat.
 A 1995 Dobie graduate, 
Lengefeld will be one of 
eight individuals induct-

ed into the Pasadena ISD 
Athletics Hall of Fame at 
a gala banquet April 20 at 
the Pasadena Convention 
Center. Dobie High’s 1981 
state champion track team 
will also be honored.
 Lengefeld earned three 
varsity baseball letters at 
Dobie and made a signif-
icant contribution to one 
of the best teams in school 
history. 
 Still, Lengefeld’s signa-
ture skill as an athlete was 
always running. He earned 
four letters in cross-coun-
try, emerging as one of the 
area’s best almost from the 
time he left Thompson In-
termediate.
 Twice he reigned as the 
District 23-5A cross-coun-
try champ. As a junior, he 
fi nished 15th at state. As 
a senior, he fi nished 12th, 
earning all-state honors.
 Then it was on to track, 
where he claimed district 
titles in the 1,600 and 
3,200 both his junior and 
senior years.
 Oddly enough, Lenge-
feld attracted almost as 
much attention for his 
baseball achievements.  
 Confl icts with cross- 
country in the fall and 
track in the spring forced 
him to make decisions 
about which sports to 
play.  
 As a young football 
player, he stood out as 
a talented receiver and 
place-kicker, once booting 
a 43-yard fi eld goal in a 
freshman game. 
 Eventually, he nar-
rowed his list of sports to 
year-round running and 

baseball in the spring.
 As a sophomore and 
junior, he started at short-
stop for Dobie teams that 
reached the regional quar-
terfi nals each season.  
 As a senior, he moved 
to second base and earned 
second-team all-district 
honors for a squad that 
stormed to the 1995 re-
gional fi nals. Only two 
other Dobie teams had 
ever advanced that far.
 College baseball in-
quiries came and went. 
Lengefeld signed early to 
continue his running ca-
reer at Texas A&M.  
 Slowly, he found his 
niche as one of the top 
three-sport runners in the 
newly formed Big 12.
 Lengefeld fi nished 
fourth at the Big 12 
cross-country meet as a 
senior and then 14th at the 
NCAAs to earn All-Amer-
ica designation.
 In both indoor and out-
door track, he left an im-
print in the Aggie record 
book that included a Big 
12 championship in the 
10,000-meter indoor run 
as a senior.
 Indoors, among all 
A&M runners, Lengefeld 
still ranks No. 2 in the 
10,000 meters, No. 4 in 
the 5,000 and No. 11 in the 
3,000. 
 Just before his gradu-
ation in 2000, Lengefeld 
set an A&M record in the 
outdoor 10,000 that still 
stands.
His time of 29 minutes, 
02.12 seconds is still more 
than a half-minute fast-
er than any Aggie ever to 

compete in the event.
 General admission 
seats for the Hall of Fame 
banquet are available. 
 For details about the 
evening, contact Kathy 

Richardson at the Pasade-
na ISD Education Foun-
dation offi ce, by phone: 
713-740-0034, or email:  
KRichardson@pasade 
naisd.org.

Former longtime Dobie High School coach Rhonda Foster, who coached two 
of the school’s athletic programs to state championships, is shown with Dobie 
Class of 1995 graduate Scott Lengefeld, who twice reached the Class 5A state 
cross-country meet. Both are part of the Pasadena ISD Athletics Hall of Fame 
Class of 2023 inductees set to be honored April 20 in Pasadena.

Twice reaching the state cross-country meet while at 
Dobie, Scott Lengefeld also enjoyed a storied career 
at Texas A&M University and still holds a universi-
ty-best time in the outdoor 10,000 run.

At right, Lutheran South Academy’s Addison 
Trahan (far right) fi red an 18-hole round of 79 
to win top overall girls’ medalist honors at the 
Northlands Christian Invitational earlier this 
month. Teammate Emma Poffi nbarger took 
second overall with a 93 as the pair combined 
to lead LSA to the team championship.

Below, the Lutheran South Academy varsity 
girls’ golf team won the Northlands Christian 
Invitational with a low of 388 as the team con-
tinued a terrifi c spring season of play. Mem-
bers of the Pioneers’ squad include, left to 
right, Olivia Rivas, Emma Poffi nbarger, Lucia 
DeLuca, Addison Trahan and Audra Poffi n-
barger.

LSA girls’ linksters
win; Trahan wins

Dobie runner Lengefeld was a multisport star

 The Darren Lajaunie 
Scholarship Fund Tennis 
Tournament will celebrate 
its 12th year with an excit-
ing new format for 2023 
that includes three doubles 
jamboree mixer events 
as organizers continue to 
raise funds for youth ten-
nis and graduating senior 
class educational scholar-
ships.
 As the sponsorship ef-
forts start for 2023, vari-
ous sponsorship levels are 
available to individuals or 
businesses at DLTTennis 
Scholarships.com, where 
the “Be A Sponsor” tab 
may then be selected. 
 For students applying 
for the tennis camp and 
college scholarships on 
the same site, deadline 
for submissions is April 
7, 2023. The scholarships 
will be awarded to all hon-

orees in the latter part of 
April.
 Dobie seniors who wish 
to apply for the college 
scholarships may do so 
by visiting the Lajaunie 
website or by picking up 
a packet in the school’s 
counseling office. 
 The deadline for Dobie 
senior scholarship submis-
sions is April 6, 2023.
 The scholarship fund is 
named in honor of Lajau-
nie, a Dobie High School 
graduate and lifelong ten-
nis enthusiast who died in 
2011 after a lengthy can-
cer battle.
 Over the years, the fund 
has provided dozens of 
youth tennis scholarships 
and college education 
scholarships to deserving 
players.
 The three jamboree se-
ries events will be held at 

the Harry Taylor Tennis 
Center in Pasadena, with 
as many as 60 players (30 
doubles teams) competing 
during the April 29, Aug. 
19 and Dec. 2 events. 
 Individual players who 
would like to register 
without a predetermined 
playing partner will be 
paired with another player 
prior to the start of the first 
of the three jamborees.
 Players/teams will earn 
points for performance 
during each jamboree seg-
ment, with an emphasis 
placed on competing in 
each of the three three-
hour Saturday events. 
 The first segment –
April 29 – will include 
a fun-filled April Fools 
theme. 
 Players may register for 
play at DLTTennisSchol 
arships.com.

Berry stars at Hill basketball

Lajaunie Scholarship tennis 
accepting player registration

Lutheran South track and fi eld excels, Klein sets mark
 Wilson Klein snatched 
the school record in the 
pole vault, clearing 15 
feet, 1 inch to win the 
event as the Pioneer track 
and fi eld programs hosted 
the LSA Track Night Un-

der The Lights March 9 at 
Glassel Stadium.
 Ben Hughes won  a gold 
for his leap of 20-04 in the 
high jump, and teammate 
Jaylin Lowery was eighth 
with a distance of 18-10 

3/4.
 Lutheran South also ex-
celled in the three relays, 
winning the 4x200 in a 
time of 1:31.41 and also 
taking the gold medal in 
the 4x400 at 3:28.39.

 The Pioneers’ 4x100 re-
lay group took third place 
and a bronze medal in a 
time of 43.91.
 A time of 16.03 in the 
110 hurdles got the Pio-
neers’ Alec Salerno to the 
medal stand with a sil-
ver for second place, and 
junior Noah Robert was 
eighth in a time of 18.02. 
Robert’s time of 45.73 
placed him eighth in the 
300 hurdles.
 In other events, fresh-
man Reid Toner fi nished 
the 800 at 2:07.00 for 
fi fth place, and junior Ben 
Hughes cleared 5-6 for 
fi fth in the high jump.
 The triple jump had 
Lutheran South’s Jacob 
Howard seventh at 36-11, 
and teammate Shamon 
Madison placed eighth 
with an effort of 36-5.
 Four different compet-
itors earned silver medals 
for second place to lead 
the Pioneer girls.
 Makynna Robbins was 
second in the discus with a 
throw of 110-6, with team-
mate Emily Bell fourth at 
102-4. Bell was third in 
the shot put with a best 
of 32-1 3/4, and Robbins 
took eighth with a best of 
28-11 1/2. 
 Sophomore Elli Stoeck-

el cleared 4-8 in the high 
jump for a silver med-
al, and freshman Anna 
Schepmann went over the 
4-6 mark for third place.
 A best of 15-11 3/4 
earned Schepmann a silver 
medal for second place in 
the long jump.
 Sophomore Alma Mar-
tin was one of three ath-
letes to clear 11-00 in the 
pole vault as she was sec-
ond, with teammate Lanie 
Ward over the 7-00 mark 
for fi fth place.
 Junior Cassidy Pfeiffer 
fi nished at 18.20 for third 
place and a silver medal in 

the 100 hurdles, and a time 
of 52.50 earned Pfeiffer 
fi fth place in the 300 hur-
dles.
 The Pioneers clocked in 
at 1:3.09 for third place in 
the 4x200 relay, while the 
4x400 relay group placed 
sixth in a time of 4:36.93.
 Schepmann clocked 
in at 27.81 in the 200 for 
sixth place, and junior 
Lydia Ward went 2:34.04 
in the 800 for sixth place.
 At 28-11 1/4, senior 
Caroline Schepmann was 
fourth best in the triple 
jump as she contributed to 
the LSA effort.

 San Jacinto has pitched 
very well to this point, 
with returning regional 
Pitcher of the Year Chris-
tin Haygood having been 
terrific. 
 The sophomore right-
hander is 7-1 with a 1.14 
earned run average over 
10 starts, while sopho-
more Hannah Benavides is 
4-2 with a 1.94 earned run 
average in nine appearanc-
es. 
 Freshmen Rianna Nie-
man and Kristina Nash 
have also pitched well in 
their first seasons with 
the Ravens, with Nieman 
pitching to an ERA of 2.69 
and Nash at 3.20.
 San Jacinto will host 
Coastal Bend March 18 
for a pair of games starting 
at 2 p.m., then will play 
two games at Alvin March 
22 at 2 p.m.

 San Jacinto College 
will begin a stretch of 12 
consecutive Region XIV 
games as the softball pro-
gram takes aim at a third 
consecutive title.
 Thus far in 2023, the 
locals have put together 
16 wins against 10 losses 
as an offensive lineup with 
plenty of first-year players 
has adjusted on the fly.
 Freshman Arriana 
Wright has been the Ra-
vens’ top tun producer 
through 28 games with a 
team-high 15 extra-base 
hits, including seven home 
runs. 
 She also has a team-
best 26 runs batted in to 
go with a .485 batting av-
erage.
 Chloe Foster has hit 
.400 to this point, and five 
different players have dou-
ble-digit runs batted in.

Clear Brook High School Class of 2022 graduate Alyssa Berry has fi nished 
off a strong fi rst season at Hill College, a National Junior College Athlet-
ic Association program. Berry led Hill in scoring at 17.4 points per game, 
which was 29th nationally. Hill was 18-13 overall as Berry also averaged 5.2 
rebounds and 3.9 assists per game.

SJC Ravens’ softball
prepared to defend
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