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County holds fl ood meeting
 The Harris County Flood Control District 
will hold a virtual meeting on the Clear Creek 
Federal Flood Risk Management Project (a 
partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers) Wednesday, March 27, from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. The purpose of this meeting is to inform 
residents about the project’s status, share proj-
ect information and gather important commu-
nity input on this effort – including input on the 
project’s Supplemental Environmental Assess-
ment (SEA), which will be available for review 
during a 30-day public comment period from 
March 27 to April 26. Residents may join on-
line at www.publicinput.com/C03 or by phone 
at 855-925-2801 with Meeting Code 6958.

Chamber to host Babin staff
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce will host a public event with U.S. Rep. 
Brian Babin’s staff Wednesday, March 27, 
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the chamber offi ce 
located at 10500 Scarsdale. Constituents of 
Babin’s 36th congressional district are invited 
to speak directly with congressional staff to ask 
questions and address concerns involving fed-
eral matters.

Annual egg hunt March 23
 The community is invited to South Belt’s an-
nual Easter Egg Hunt at El Franco Lee Park, 
Saturday, March 23, at 1 p.m. The egg hunt is 
set to start at 2 p.m. Bring Easter baskets and 
the whole family for a day of fun and compli-
mentary food (while supplies last). 

Knights hold weekly fish frys
 Knights of Columbus will hold fi sh frys 
each Friday during Lent before Good Friday 
at St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic Church, 
11011 Hall, from 4 to 7 p.m., through March 
22. Dinners include fried fi sh, fries, hush pup-
pies, coleslaw, corn on the cob and iced tea for 
$15. Dine-in or take-out available. Desserts 
are available for purchase courtesy of Catholic 
Daughters Court 2292.

Sagemeadow HOA to meet
 Sagemeadow’s monthly HOA meeting is at 
The Gardens, 12001 Beamer Thursday, March 
21, at 7 p.m. Meetings are open to the public. 
For agenda or information, visit www.sage 
meadow.org. 

Knights to host blood drive
 The St. Luke’s Knights of Columbus will 
host a blood drive Sunday, March 17, 8:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the church, 11011 Hall Road. For 
information, call Val Comeaux 713-582-5358.

 Sageglen to meet March 18
 The Sageglen Community Association will 
hold a homeowner meeting at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, March 18, at the Community Building, 
11610 Sageyork. Guest speaker will be Harris 
County’s community liaison Susana Castil-
lo. All Sageglen residents are urged to attend. 
Refreshments will be served. For information, 
call 281-481-2160.

HPD to host PIP March 18
 The Houston Police Department’s Posi-
tive Interaction Program meets at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 19, at Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria in the CES 
Classroom, first floor of the main building. 
Guest speaker is HPD Sr. Officer Jason Cur-
tis, who will discuss nuisance abatement and 
squatters procedures. Begun in 1983, HPD’s 
PIP involves police and community members 
working together for safer neighborhoods. PIP 
meetings typically take place the third Tuesday 
of each month. For information, contact HPD 
Officer Richard Buitron at 832-395-1776 or 
Richard.Buitron@HoustonPolice.org.

 Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from SH 96/Calder/
Brittany Bay Boulevard to FM 519/Main Street 
daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and nightly from 
8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further notice. 
 The U-turn lane on the northbound Gulf 
Freeway frontage road (north to south) at FM-
519/Main Street in La Marque will be closed 
until further notice. 
 The U-turn lane on the southbound Gulf 
Freeway frontage road (south to north) at FM-
519/Main Street in La Marque will be closed 
until further notice. 

 Local COVID cases reported
 The number of reported COVID-19 cases in 
the South Belt community remains roughly on 
par with the previous week, according to Harris 
County health offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, March 12, there were 265 ac-
tive cases in 77089, up three from the previ-
ous week. To date, 134 from the ZIP code have 
died from the disease, no increase from the pre-
vious week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 12 active cas-
es, no change from the previous week. To date, 
there have been 78 deaths in the ZIP code, no 
increase from the previous week.
 In 77034, there were nine active cases, no 
change from the previous week. To date, 94 
residents from the ZIP code have died from the 
disease, no increase from the previous week.
 To view the county’s latest COVID statis-
tics, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arcgis.com/
pages/cumulative-data.

 The San Jacinto College Maritime Technol-
ogy and Training Center is a 2024 Center of 
Excellence for Domestic Maritime Workforce 
Training and Education. The U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Maritime Administration desig-
nated 32 Centers of Excellence on Feb. 22.
 This prestigious recognition highlights insti-
tutions that equip students for maritime careers. 
San Jacinto College is the sole Texas institution 
among the 50 maritime training locations across 
17 states and Guam, operating in 44 cities. San 

County makes park improvements

Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia (front) hosted a ribbon-cutting Thurs-
day, Feb. 29, to celebrate the completion of the Juneteenth Park Phase 1 Trail Improvement 
Project. The county spent roughly $1.3 million on the endeavor, which includes a hike-and-
bike trail. Pictured in the background are, left to right, Chris Clark, Clear Brook City MUD; 
Chuck Tylka, Clear Brook City MUD; Dennis Turner, Harris County;  Seth Webb, Sagemead-
ow MUD; and Dr. Milton Rahman, Harris County. 
 Photo by Alonzo Guadarrama, Harris County

Mayor speaks at chamber gala

Newly elected Houston Mayor John Whitmire (shown above) was the featured speaker at 
the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s 38th annual gala, held Friday, March 
8, at the Hope Village Event Center in Friendswood. The chamber’s 2024 offi cers were 
also sworn in at the event, including Noble Alix, who will serve as the group’s new chair-
man. See related letters on Page 2; see additional photos in next week’s Leader. 
 Photo by David Flickinger

 Dozens of community leaders and elected of-
fi cials gathered at the Hope Village Event Cen-
ter in Friendswood Friday, March 8, as the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce held its 
38th annual gala.
 Newly elected Houston Mayor John Whitmire 
delivered an impassioned speech, vowing to ad-
dress the myriad problems facing the city. Whit-
mire touted his early successes – such as reach-
ing a tentative agreement with Houston fi refi ght-
ers over million of dollars in back pay – and 
promised to address current and ongoing issues, 
such as matters associated with the city’s water 
billing and infrastructure.
 The mayor pulled no punches when describ-

Chamber of Commerce holds annual gala
Newly elected Mayor John Whitmire wows the crowd

“You’re so nice, and you have this small town 
atmosphere. I’m going to tell why Houston’s 
a great city. There’s chambers of commerce; 
there’s rotary clubs; there’s institutions all across 
our region that our donating their time and re-
sources, their volunteers, to really make Houston 
a great city.”
 Whitmire said it was this intimacy and sense 
of community that sets Houston apart from other 
major metropolitan cities.
 “If you really examine Houston and how 
unique it is compared to other major cities, they 
don’t have that community pride and unity. What 
if we had a city government that ran as well as 
the institutions I just named?” Whitmire said, 
having previously noted the successes of San Ja-
cinto College, NASA and the Port of Houston 
Authority. “And we will make that happen.”
 A victim of gun violence himself, Whitmire 
said public safety is his top priority. The mayor 
said he also intends to address the city’s home-
less problem and suggested following a model 
used in San Antonio.
 A member of the state Legislature for more 
than 50 years, Whitmire promised to work more 
closely with Austin than his predecessors. A clos-
er relationship with state government would be fi -
nancially benefi cial for the city, the mayor said.
 The event also recognized the chamber’s Citi-
zen of the Year, Volunteer of the Year and Chair-
man Award recipient.

Citizen of the Year
 Judge Jo Ann Delgado was presented the 
South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s 
2023 Citizen of the Year award.
 In January 2001, Delgado was elected justice 
of the peace, Precinct 2, Place 1 of Harris Coun-
ty, the fourth-largest county in the United States. 
She made history as the fi rst Hispanic female to 
hold the offi ce. 
 With more than 41 years of experience in jus-

tice court and county court administration, Del-
gado is a valuable asset to the bench. One of her 
primary responsibilities as a judge is to preside 
over school-related issues, as she is committed 
to ensuring that students achieve academic ex-
cellence and meet graduation requirements.
 Delgado has been a champion for the South 
Belt-Ellington area and is always enthusiastic 
and eager to participate in the chamber and Clear 
Brook City MUD activities. Her favorite vol-
unteer role is playing Mrs. Claus at the Winter 
Wonderland event held in early December.

Volunteer of the Year
 Denise Burleigh was presented the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s 2023 
Volunteer of the Year award.
 This year’s recipient has worked tirelessly 
on many committees and the Executive Board. 
Burleigh, who makes up half of Burleigh Chi-
ropractic, was responsible for organizing and 
chairing successful events, such as the inaugural 
Gold Star Luncheon. She was praised for being 
detail-oriented and always having the best inter-
est of the community and chamber members at 
the forefront of her actions.

Chairman Award
 Anita Eakman was presented the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s second 
annual Chairman Award.
 Eakman, who works for the chamber and 
served on the event’s planning committee, has 
demonstrated exceptional dedication to the 
South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce. 
Since joining in April last year, she has taken 
ownership of many responsibilities, including 
overseeing accounts receivable and payable, cre-
ating marketing material on Canva and manag-
ing chamber events. Her meticulous attention to 
detail and hard work kept the chamber running 
smoothly, even during a transition between exec-
utive directors, presenters said.

ing the city’s status quo.
 “Before we get out of here tonight, I’m going 
to criticize some operations in our city,” said a 
determined Whitmire. “Because I’m going to be 
very transparent about what I’ve discovered in 
my two months and a couple days at city hall. 
First of all, I knew it was a mess and that’s the 
reason I ran for offi ce.”
 Whitmire praised the intimacy of the gather-
ing and the community spirit associated with lo-
cal organizations such as the chamber of com-
merce.
 “I chose to be with the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce tonight because I wanted 
to be around some real people,” said Whitmire. 

Pearland bridge repair to add traffic
Temporary Scarsdale traffi c signal to alleviate congestion

 A bridge repair in Pearland will have an im-
pact on South Belt traffi c, requiring a temporary 
traffi c signal on Scarsdale and Bogey Way near 
Green Tee to alleviate congestion.
 A Texas Department of Transportation en-
deavor, the project will make repairs to the 
bridge along Country Club Drive at Clear Creek 
near FM 518.
 According to TxDOT offi cials, the bridge 
does not meet the standards needed for the fu-
ture Harris County Flood Control District im-
provement project. TxDOT offi cials further said 
the purpose of the projects is to improve safety 
by replacing a aging functionally obsolete local 
bridge, owned by the City of Pearland.
 The project will replace the bridge structure to 
increase the structural integrity and meet current 
design standards, as well as improve the roadway.
 The project will bring the bridge up to current 
design standards and prepare for the upcoming 
$18 million HCFCD Clear Creek Flood Man-
agement Project.
 The new bridge structure will accommodate 
paved shoulders and a shared use path.
 Originally scheduled for the fall of 2023, 
work on the project is now expected to begin in 

mid-March. The bridge on Country Club Drive 
at Clear Creek will remain closed for the dura-
tion of the project, which is expected to be ap-
proximately 12 months. 
 The closure will allow bridge construction ac-
tivities such as demolition, foundation work and 
beam installation. TxDOT will work with the 
contractor to expedite construction.
 Once the bridge is closed, the traffi c signals 
on Scarsdale will be activated. The installation 
of the temporary traffi c signal is being done at 
the behest of Harris County Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia, to help accommodate the 
additional traffi c that is expected with the proj-
ect. The traffi c signals will remain in place for 
the duration of construction.
 While TxDOT is spearheading the repair ef-
fort, cost of the $3.17 million project is being 
divided three ways, with the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and the City of Pearland also 
contributing, $2.2 million and $530,000 respec-
tively. 
 For more information, visit www.pearlandtx.
gov/departments/engineering-and-capital-proj
ects/projects-division/project-updates/tx
dot-projects/green-tee-bridge-closure.

Jacinto College was also named inaugural Cen-
ter of Excellence designee in 2021. The appli-
cation process for this recognition began in July 
of 2023 under the direction of Dr. Ken Tidwell, 
interim vice chancellor.
 Established in 2016, San Jacinto College’s 
Maritime Technology and Training Center spans 
45,000 square feet along a turning basin in Port 
Houston. It boasts cutting-edge bridge and en-
gine room simulators and offers more than 70 

Continued on Page 6

 Harris County Public Health (HCPH) is ask-
ing all county residents aged 18 and over to share 
their insights in a community health survey, 
which runs now through April 12.
 Participants can choose to be entered into a 
drawing to receive grocery gift cards. The draw-
ing will give away 20 $100 grocery gift cards 
following the survey period. 
 The survey is available online in English, 
Spanish, Vietnamese and Chinese at bit.ly/
HCPHSurvey2024.
 The goal of the community health survey, de-

veloped by HCPH in partnership with Conduent 
Healthy Communities Institute, is to help HCPH 
understand how Harris County residents view 
the health status of their community. 
 The results from the survey will give the 
community information to stay informed about 
what is happening in their neighborhoods. Par-
ticipation is completely voluntary and anony-
mous. 

Every voice matters 
 The survey will take a few minutes to com-

 Continued on Page 6

County seeks input on public health
Participating residents eligible for $100 gift cards

SJC maritime nationally honored
Program recognized by U.S. Dept. of Transportation

PROJECT LOCATION
BRIDGE CLOSURE

Detours associated with the year-long Country Club Drive bridge repair project are shown above.
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Deaths

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

In My Opinion

 Imelda Rafaela Garza, 
beloved wife, mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, 
sister, aunt and friend, passed 
away peacefully on Thursday, 
March 7, 2024, at the age of 
81. She was born on Oct. 24, 
1942, in Higueras, Nuevo 
Leon, Mexico. 
 She moved to Houston, in 
1975 where she met her be-
loved husband, Larry J. Garza. 
They were married on Dec. 
3, 1977, at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. Together they raised 
three daughters.
 She is survived by her sis-
ter Jacoba Cortes; her brother 
Jesus Gonzalez; and her three 
devoted daughters, Sandra 
Williams, Adriana Cena and 
Sonia Garza. 
 She is also survived by her 
six grandchildren who were 
the source of immense joy and 
pride in her life Nicholas Vil-
lareal, Erika Burrows, Juliana 
and Liliana Williams, Lucas 
and Vincent Cena; as were her 
great-grandchildren, Elyana 
and Rowan Burrows and Alina 
Spurlock.  
 She is preceded in death 
by her husband; her parents; 
her sisters Virginia, Irene and 
Rogelia Gonzalez; and her 
brothers, Leopoldo, Gerardo 
and Daniel Gonzalez.
 A devoted mother and wife, 
she touched the lives of many 
with her kindness, warmth and 
unwavering love. 
 Her wisdom, strength and 
faith served as a guiding light 
for her family, leaving an in-
delible mark on each genera-
tion.
 The family would like to 
send a heartfelt thanks to the 
many friends and family who 
have offered prayers of love 
and support.
 May she rest in peace in the 
hands of the lord, her memory 
forever in her family’s hearts.
 The family welcomed 
friends at Peevey Funeral 
Home, 12440 Beamer Road, 
Monday, March 11. A celebra-
tion of Imelda’s life was held 
at the Peevey Funeral Home 
March 12. Interment followed 
at Houston National Ceme-
tery, 10410 Veterans Memori-
al Drive. 

Imelda Rafaela 
Garza

 Bobby Lynne Gilmore New-
comb, 86, was born Feb. 13 
1938 and died Feb. 27, 2024.
 She followed Jesus up 
the trail of lights, joining the 
many family and friends that  
preceded her in the journey. 
She passed away at home sur-
rounded by family.
 The diagnosis came in 
2004. At 65 years of age, Par-
kinson’s disease had started to 
deteriorate the communication 
between her mind and body, 
slowly robbing her of indepen-
dence. 
 In 2023, it had become 
diffi cult for her to sit up for 
any length of time and she 
would recline on the sofa. She 
watched “The Price is Right,” 
Barker era, on a regular basis. 
One evening in January 2024, 
a prize up for bid was a cedar 
chest. She recalled and vo-
calized in no uncertain terms 

Bobby Lynne 
Gilmore 

Newcomb

Jacinto College. She was, af-
ter all, an Aquarius, relishing 
change and challenge.
 In 1970, she went to work 
for the U.S. Census. She 
proudly relayed going door-
to-door counting heads. At the 
conclusion of this assignment, 
she made enough to buy a 
solid wood dining room table. 
She ate Thanksgiving dinner in 
2023 at the head of this same 
table in her home with a house 
full of her family.
 Although Bobbie was never 
one to avoid work, this is ex-
actly what she did during the 
1972 move from the Freeway 
Manor house to the Sagemont 
house. One can agree to  call it 
selective labor. She was giving 
birth to her third child, Dena 
Leann. Bobbie and Dena came 
home to a new-to-the-family 
location. There she quickly 
picked up where she left off, 
throwing birthday parties, sup-
porting school and after-school 
activities, boosting everyone 
up at athletic events and at-
tending classes. She would 
not be denied the opportunity 
to advance her education and 
continued as a part-time stu-
dent in the midst of all the ex-
citement of her beautiful life.
 In May 1978, she graduated 
from the University of Houston 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
education and landed her fi rst 
teaching job at Pearland High 
School. She taught typing for 
one year before taking a posi-
tion at her alma mater, Pasade-
na High School, in the business 
education department. 
 She took the baton of the 
business professional offi ce 
education department and ran 
with it. She consistently cre-
ated and fortifi ed the success 
of individuals and teams of 
students in the classroom, at 
competition and on the job. 
 Students under her watch 
held paying jobs at diverse 
companies. Some of the train-
ing stations were at Lyon-
dell Chemical, Shell Oil Co., 
NASA and Villa de Matel. In 
2001, she was nominated and 
subsequently awarded the Dis-
trict Teacher of the Year by the 
Region IV Education Service 
Center. 
 Bobbie served Pasadena 
ISD for 24 years, touching and 
infl uencing the lives of gen-
erations to come. She made a 
fl awless handoff to Pasadena 
ISD’s career and technology 
education in 2003. 
 Bobbie leaves behind her 
husband; son David Vernon 
Newcomb and wife Esther 
Gonzales Newcomb; daugh-
ter Deandra Lynn Newcomb 
McKinney; and daughter Dena 
Leann Newcomb Pratt and 
husband Shane Matthew Pratt.
 Her legacy lives on through 
her 10 grandchildren: Kristi 
Gail Newcomb Endres and 
spouse, Talton Endres; Whit-
ney Allard Bernard and spouse  
Terence Bernard; Joshua 
Daniel McKinney and spouse 
Whitney Parnell McKinney; 
David Vernon Newcomb Jr. 
and spouse, Megan Lucas 
Newcomb; Jeremy Newcomb 
McKinney and spouse, Elise 
Lubanko McKinney; Kel-
sie Newcomb Williams and 
spouse Josh Williams; Ryan 
Kyle Newcomb and spouse, 
Kaylon Nichols Newcomb; 
Chris DaSilva; Tyler Matthew 
Newcomb; Lauren Newcomb 
Townley and husband, Col-
by Townley; Jacob DaSilva; 
Savannah Newcomb Johnson 
and spouse, Dylan Johnson; 
Allison DaSilva; Tatum Pratt; 
Julia DaSilva; and Mable Ad-
dison Pratt.
 The beat goes on through 
the 19 great-grandchildren, 
listed in order of appearance: 
Hadley and Ryan McClain, 
Barrett Williams, Connar En-
dres, Kyndal McClain, Cash 
Townley, Parker Endres, Spen-
cer Newcomb, Holden Wil-
liams, Beaux Evans, Elliott 
Williams, Maddox and Nolan 
Newcomb, Cooper Johnson, 
Maui Townley, Peyton and 
Kamryn Newcomb, Layne 
Johnson and Everett McKin-
ney.
 Services were held, Friday, 
March 8, at Peevey Funeral 
Home and interment was at 
Forest Lawn Cemetery.
 The Newcomb Family has 
set up a savings account at 
Gulf Coast Educators Federal 
Credit Union in Newcomb’s 
name. The scholarship in her 
name will be awarded yearly 
to a Business Professional of 
America student from Pasade-
na High School. 
 In lieu of fl owers, donations 
can be made to the scholarship 
fund via cash, check or Ven-
mo. Checks can be made out to 
Bobby Newcomb or Venmo to 
Bill Newcomb. 

about the cedar chest given to 
her as a graduation gift from 
her parents saying, “Me and 
Daddy went to Norman’s Fur-
niture in Pasadena to pick one 
out.” Then she said, “I worked 
at Norman‘s for a little in high 
school.” 
 Her mind remained strong. 
Her body began breaking 
down rapidly during the last 
two months. Many family 
members and honorary fam-
ily members visited during 
her last few months living on 
this earth. She recognized ev-
ery single one who walked 
through her door and greeted 
them with a big familiar smile. 
 Bobby always worked. 
During high school, she 
worked as a soda jerk at the old 
drugstore fountain on Spencer. 
 In the summer of 1956, 
after graduation she went to 
work for Shell Oil Co. and 
remained there until getting 
married and moving to College 
Station in December 1956.
  It was at the drugstore 
where the love of her life came 
calling, a second time. This 
time was a game changer. In 
her diary on Jan. 21, 1956, 
she wrote, “Tonight, Bill and 
I started going steady. I have 
been going with him exactly 
a month today. I believe I have 
liked him ever since I had my 
fi rst date with him when I was 
a sophomore.” 
 Bobby and Bill were mar-
ried for 67 years and 67 days. 
He says she planned it that way 
to help him remember the ex-
act length of time.
 She went on to work at 
Texas Agricultural Experiment 
Station in College Station 
while he attended Texas A&M 
on a football scholarship. In 
1957, a Restricted Radiotele-
phone Operator Permit was 
issued to her by the Federal 
Communications Commis-
sion. 
 After moving back to Pas-
adena, they lived at the Ann 
Street Apartments and then the 
Austin Street Apartments. She 
worked at Houston Lighting 
and Power while Bill worked 
at Mrs. Baird’s Bakery. Her 
father worked for HL&P as 
a lineman. She affectionately 
recalled the memories of rid-
ing to work, up Allendale/Al-
len Genoa/Lawndale and into 
Houston with her daddy.
 Bobbie, spelling changed 
to Bobbie by her, was born in 
Goose Creek, in 1938 to Mable 
Izora Crowson Gilmore and 
David Gilbert Gilmore. She 
had one older sibling, a sister, 
Betty Joan Gilmore King.
  In the early 1940s, the fam-
ily moved to Houston where 
she attended Houston Gardens 
Elementary. Then they moved 
to Vista Street in South Hous-
ton, where she attended South 
Houston Intermediate and Pas-
adena High School.
 During several years at 
Pasadena High School, she 
was involved in the Booster 
Club and Girl’s Athletic As-
sociation. In her senior year of 
1956, Bobbie was elected class 
vice-president and was chosen 
class friendliest. Bobbie and 
Bill were married at Alta Vis-
ta Baptist church on Dec. 22, 
1956, during a break between 
the fall and spring semester.
 Her fi rst child, David Ver-
non, was born in August  1960. 
She and Bill bought a house 
in Freeway Manor on Hinds 
Street. Despite having good 
jobs and a house, they decided 
they would continue to stack 
the odds in their favor. Bill 
would return to college be-
cause he needed to fi nish what 
he started. 
 Bobbie and Bill moved to 
Abilene, in 1962, where she 
worked for a locally owned 
family-run oil company. He 
was a “walk-on” at McMurry 
University earning a second 
football scholarship, complet-
ing his bachelor’s degree in 
1964.
  The young family immedi-
ately moved back to Pasadena 
and into the house on Hinds 
Street. It had been rented out 
and managed by Bobbie’s 
parents while they were away. 
She was expecting their second 
child. 
 With Bachelor of Science 
degree in hand, Bill was hired 
immediately as a teacher and 
coach for the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District. A few 
months later, Bobbie gave birth 
to Deandra Lynn. She told the 
story many times of being nine 
months pregnant at a football 
game “outside in the rain, 
jumping around,” and a man 
“tapped me on the shoulder 
and said ‘ma’am, you better sit 
down or you are going to have 
that baby right here.’” Bobbie 
was not a sitter, by any means, 
and continued releasing her ex-
citement freely until comple-
tion of the contest. After get-
ting home, her water broke and 
off to the hospital they went. 
 The mother of two stayed 
busy attending Alta Vista Bap-
tist Church and served as an 
elected offi cer in the Pasadena 
Coaches Wives Club. Bobbie 
loved to throw a party and was 
a true fashion icon keeping up 
with the changing styles of the 
60s and 70s.
 During this period, she 
started taking classes at San 

Harrison: Houston
has mayor who cares
 I attended the South Belt – Elling-
ton Chamber Gala Friday night was 
“wowed” by the Mayor of Houston, John 
Whitmire, who was the guest speaker. 
 At most functions where an elected 
offi cial speaks, we hear empty words 
and hollow promises. 
 Not Friday night! Mayor Whitmire was 
direct in identifying the issues the City of 
Houston is facing and how he proposes 
to fi nd solutions. 
 He has already made peace with the 
fi refi ghters, is addressing the police de-
partment’s handling of thousands of 
cases that were deactivated, and has 
appointed an interim Head of Metro, just 
to name a few. 
 Mayor Whitmire listens. He is about 
improving our city and not about person-
al politics. 
 How refreshing. I have resided in the 
South Belt community for over 48 years 
and this is the fi rst time in a long time 
that we have a mayor who cares about 
all communities, ours included.

Judy Harrison
Community Activist

Barbour appreciates
Mayor Whitmire
 I would like to extend my appreciation 
and thanks to our new mayor, John Whit-
mire. In just a few short weeks, he’s al-
ready proving that he not only listens to 
our concerns, but that he is proactive in 
making changes that have already had a 
positive impact in our community. 
 As a long time resident and advocate 
for maintaining this community, I’ve wit-
nessed the impact of our city leaders fail-
ure to take action by making excuses, or 
making empty promises with no follow 
through.  
 Specifi cally, this lack of enforcement 
in city ordinances, has caused a decline 
in property values. However, since May-
or Whitmire took offi ce, violations have 
been handled in a timely manner, and 
addressed properly. 
 This encourages accountability and is 
a step in making our neighborhood look 
great. A breath of fresh air- that’s what 
John Whitmire has brought to Sagemont, 
and I’m looking forward to the future with 
him in offi ce! 

Kay Barbour   
President, Sagemont Civic Club

Muecke on HPD,
local Bluebonnets
To Chief Finner,
 When you became chief you knew you 
had some issues to address. But nev-

Congressman Brian Babin issues statement on 
bill to expand Big Thicket National Preserve.

 The Big Thicket National Preserve is a 
treasure to our state and nation, and I’m cer-
tain all Southeast Texans will agree that it 
should be protected,” said Babin. “I’ve heard 
various concerns from constituents, county 
and school offi cials, local industry, and oth-
ers about potential expansion, and I share 
their apprehensions. Many Americans dis-
trust the federal government – and under this 
administration, I don’t blame them.

 “I believe that decisions impacting our 
counties should be centered around the input 
of those who live and work there, from the 
ground level up – not with Big Government 
top-down mandates that bypass or ignore local 
concerns. For years, I’ve fought against pro-
posals to disregard community feedback and 
clear-cut trees along the Big Thicket Parkway.
 “All that said, and despite some reports 
to the contrary, I am not planning to sponsor 
a bill to expand the Big Thicket at this time 
without local support and buy-in.”

 Rosa Vasquez Tijerina, 
90, passed away Tuesday, 
March 5, 2024. A longtime 
South Belt resident, she was 
born July 7, 1933, in Hous-
ton, to Martin and Guada-
lupe Vasquez. 
 She engaged in holy mat-
rimony on Nov. 20, 1955, 
to Esequiel Tijerina, cele-
brating a total of 68 years of 
marriage. 
 She is preceded in death 
by her parents; brothers 
Charles Vasquez and Jesse 
Vasquez; and sister Carmen 
Hernandez. 
 She is survived by her 
loving husband; son Kim 
Tijerina and wife Reyna 
Cabrera; daughters Kathy 
Tijerina-Adams and hus-
band James Adams, Rose 
Carey and husband Paul 
Carey; grandchildren Tif-
fany Tijerina, Nicole El-
linger and husband Kyle 
Ellinger, Esequiel Tijeri-
na-Adams and wife Amber 
Tijerina-Adams, Riley Car-
ey, Chelsea Carey and Ally 
Carey; great-grandchildren 
John Silas and Eliseo Ti-
jerina-Adams; brothers 
Salvador Vasquez, John-
ny Vasquez and wife Carol 
Vasquez; sister Socorro Ale-
man; numerous brothers- 
and sisters-in-law; and niec-
es and nephews. She was a 
loving wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother.
 She loved spending time 
with her family and grand-
children. 
 She was the sweetest per-
son who never met a strang-
er and always had a kind 

Rosa Vasquez 
Tijerina
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er dreamed this was on the list. At this 
point you are handling it well with the 
manpower you have and support of the 
mayor and Me. I hope this is at the top of 
the new mayors list to get the manpower 
to HPD so they have the staff to protect 
we citizens and catch/convict criminals. I 
hope some council people step up with 
good recommendations to better staff 
HPD. Thank you. James E. Muecke
P.S.  Don’t drive to Central Texas, just drive 
by 655 Eastlake to see the Blue Bonnets.

Webb works to unite
area communities
 My name is Seth Webb. I am a long-
time resident of the South Belt and the 
chairman of the Sagemeadow HOA.
 As a volunteer in my neighborhood, 
my team and I have struggled to identi-
fy and subsequently address problems 
that arise. Unfortunately, this is not an 
experience unique to Sagemeadow. 
I am certain that many of you or your 
community leaders have experienced 
similar issues. 
 Such unresolved issues weaken our 
ability to serve our communities as well 
as making it very diffi cult for volunteers 
to continue doing what they do when 
they cannot effectively help their com-
munities thrive.
 In the past few years, many of you 
have heard me talk about the need to 
create an organization whose primary 
function is to unify and strengthen our 
efforts as volunteers. 
 Further, such an organization would 
become a valuable resource to all vol-
unteers just trying to help improve 
their respective areas, giving them the 
knowledge that they are not alone in 
their service. 
 I am excited to announce that after 
a lengthy delay, it is now fi nally time to 
make this organization a reality. Now is 
the time for the South Belt Community 
Partnership.
 This is an invitation to EVERY volun-
teer who serves their community here 
in the South Belt. No matter the orga-
nization you serve, all are welcome to 
help us establish this new and import-
ant organization. Also, even if you do 
not currently volunteer but would like to 
be a part of this effort, please feel free 
to join us. 
 We are having a kickoff event on 
Tuesday, March 26, @ 5:30 pm. There 
is no cost to attend, however, we would 
like to be sure we have a spot reserved 
for you. We ask that all participants 
register for the kickoff on our website. 
https://southbeltcp.org/
 I hope to see many of my fellow vol-
unteers at our kickoff!
 Regards. Seth Webb

 Chairman, Sagemeadow HOA

Congressman Brian Babin Addresses 
Potential Big Thicket Expansion Bill   

Local businessman and author Bill King was the guest speaker at the Clear Brook City 
MUD/South Belt Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s monthly Governmental Affairs 
meeting, at the Pasadena Saltgrass Steak House. King spoke on a number of current is-
sues, including METRO and mobilization efforts in the city. Shown above were some of 
the attendees, left to right, Judge Jo Ann Delgado, Cecelia Ganje (arm only), Constable 
Jerry Garcia, Luis Garza and Bill King, standing. Photo by Marie Flickinger

King speaks at governmental event

 William Alan Coffman,  
72, was born Sept. 18, 1951, 
and died Feb. 19, 2024.
 He was a longtime res-
ident of the South Belt El-
lington community. He was 
a native Houstonian born at 
Hermann Hospital to Dan 
W. Coffman and Mildred G. 
Coffman. 
 Alan grew up in the south 
part of Houston and graduat-
ed from Ross Sterling High 
School. He attended U of H 
and worked at a paper com-
pany after high school. He 
married Jan Coffman where 
they resided in Deer Park.  
 At the time he was in-
volved in the Deer Park Op-
timist Club helping in the 
community affairs. As they 
started to raise a family he 
was working in the whole-
sale paper distribution in-
dustry.
 He eventually retired 
from the International Paper 
Company. He had a keen in-
terest in and supported his 
children’s activities over the 
years. 
 He actively ran a fun 
fall ball program while his 
son Kevin played baseball 
for J.Frank Dobie High. He 
helped build all kinds of 
props for daughter Kellye’s 
Lariaette drill team competi-
tions. He enjoyed attending 
Dobie basketball and foot-
ball to watch son Craig play. 
He worked many a con-
cession stand to watch his 
daughter Kelley play sports 
at Beverly Hills and activi-
ties at Dobie.
 Alan is survived by his 
wife Linda of 36 years; 
daughters, Kellye Robinson, 
son-in-law Blake, grandchil-
dren Andy Coffman, Maci 
Robinson, Kayla Robinson, 
Noah Robinson; daughter 
Kelley Brumfi eld, grand-
daughters Brianna Herald, 
and Payton Brumfi eld; son, 
Kevin Coffman, daughter-
in-law Kourtney, grandsons 
Will, Cole, Tyler and Max 
Coffman; son Craig Mount, 
daughter-in-law Brittney, 
grandson Jackson Mount; 
sister Judith Kizer from 
North Carolina; nieces and 
nephews and friends.
 Alan was an Astros’ fan 
and loved the game of base-
ball. He attended games 
with his daughter Kellye 
and son Craig. In the past 
12 years Alan was the vice 
president (for eight years) 
and the president (for the 
past four years) of the Gal-
veston Bay Parrot Head 
Club. The motto being “ Par-
ty with a Purpose.”  His call-
ing was to help raise money, 
lend a helping hand, support 

a charity and have fun all 
while helping charitable or-
ganizations in the area.
 He was a kind and car-
ing man who never met a 
stranger, always had a story 
and always made you feel 
welcome. As in life, with his 
death his body was donated 
to Life’s Gifts. 
 His ashes will be cele-
brated in a private moment 
with his family members at 
a later time.
 A celebration of life will 
be April 7 from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. at Sunset Lounge 
in San Leon.
 In lieu of fl owers, send 
donations to any of the 
following charities in his 
name: https://sailingangels.
org/donate/ (501(c)(3) 1714 
Festival Drive, Houston 
TX. 77062; www.sisterto
sisternetwork.org (501 (c)
(3) cancer victims or https://
bayareapetadoptions.org/
donate/ (501(c)(3) pet adop
tions.

William Alan 
Coffman

Mary Lena 
Smith

 On March 9, 2024, Mary 
Lena Smith passed peace-
fully after a 15-year battle 
with dementia. Her pain 
was no more, her body and 
mind restored to new again. 
A loving reunion took place 
as she was welcomed into 
heaven by the loving arms 
of her momma and daddy; 
husband, George; and her 
son, Curt.
 Mary was born in 
Elkhart, on April 22, 1938, 
to Bill and Opal Murdock. 
She was the second of three 
children.
 In 1975, with her hus-
band George and four boys, 
she moved to Sagemont 
where she lived until 
her passing.   
She lived and loved her 
simple life. She worked in 
retail until retirement. She 
loved to dance and spend 
time with her children and 
grandchildren. She attended 
Sagemont Church and lat-
er found her church home 
at New Hope Church in 
Friendswood. 
 Mary always had a smile 
on her face and kind and 
loving words for everyone 
she met. She loved being 
a mother and grandmother 
and she was a true blessing 
to everyone who knew her.
 She is survived by her 
brothers Billy and Frank 
Murdock; their wives Fran-
cis and Bertha Murdock; 
her sons Thom, Matt, and 
Chris Smith; her grand-
children Cameron, Deven, 
Mattie, Jake, Logan, Aiden, 
Vincent Smith; and several 
great-grandchildren, neph-
ews and nieces.
 Visitation will be at 5 
p.m. with the funeral ser-
vice following at 6 p.m.,  
at Peevey Funeral Home, 
12440 Beamer Road, Mon-
day, March 18.

word. 
 Although she is no longer 
with her family physically, 
she will always remain in 
their hearts. 
 The family will always 
remember her and shall nev-
er forget the amazing and 
loving woman they all knew 
her to be.
 A visitation for Rosa will 
be Friday, March 15, from 6 
to 8 p.m., with a rosary re-
cited at 7:30 p.m. at Forest 
Park East Funeral Home, 
21620 Gulf Freeway. On 
Saturday, March 16, a vis-
itation will be at 1:30 p.m, 
and the funeral service at 2 
p.m. 
 Her internment will fol-
low at 3 p.m. 
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Tickets & Hotel Packages

MOODYGARDENS.ORG

Attractions Hotel Golf

TThis March: One-Day Pass with
Unlimited Entry to the Attractions

Supper Hottteeell DDDeeeaaalllsss            PPyyrramiidd KKiidds Camps

SSSpppprrriiinnngg  AAAddvvveeennnntttuureess ffoooorrrr AAduullttss,, CCouppleesss, FFFaammiilliieess:
fffeeaatuurriinngg gguiddeedd VVVIIPPP TToouurrsss

fffoooorrrr  aaa mmmmooorreee  iimmmmmmmeerrrssiivvvee  eexxxpppeeerrriieennnccceee
aaaatt tttthhheee RRRRaaaiiinnnfffoorrreeesssttt  ooorrr AAAqqquuuaaarriiiuuummm PPPyyyrraaammmiiidddss..

Enjoy a Super Fun, Super Value, Super-sized Spring Break that offers maximum value. 
This March, the One-Day Value Pass provides unlimited admission to the Rainforest, Aquarium and Discovery 

Pyramids, Colonel Paddlewheeler, Ropes Course; MG3D, 4D and Audience Recognition Theaters, and the Discovery 
Museum. Check out the Pyramid Kids Camps as well as Spring Adventure experiences for the adults that provide 

a VIP Guided Tour to learn more and see more of the Aquarium and Rainforest Pyramids.

BOOK NOW AND SAVE

OPENS MARCH 9

Moore Elementary second-graders practicing on the bass xylophone, are   Mariana 
Anderson (left) and Noah Nguyen.

Second-graders on xylophone

Three students from Moore Elementary worked hard to perfect their bass xylophone 
skills. Second-graders, shown, left to right, are Jacob Martinez, Paiden Coleman and 
Lilly Cardenas.

Trio works on xylophone skills

Crayfi sh dance performed by Moore students

Performing the crayfi sh dance with their crayfi sh claw 
hats, are second-grade students from Moore Elementa-
ry. Left to right, are (front row)Abel Martinez, Devyn 

Brown, Arie Marron, Lorelai Mayorga, Zoey Hernan-
dez, (back row) Lina Garcia, Leilani Garcia, Elle Lar, 
Canon Masone and Jessica Tran.

Second-graders from Moore Elementary performed 
“Music Across the States” Feb. 6 for students and 
parents. The program included special performances 
representing the culture and customs of several states. 
Sheryl Munn, music teacher, directed the perfor-
mance. Moore students used puili sticks from Hawaii, 

Hawaiian puili sticks demonstrated at Moore

to perform “Kapulu Kane.” Shown above are (front 
row) Adrianna Portillo, Ava Whitaker, Isaac Valdez, 
Katalina Contreras, Jenaya Perez, (back row) Mem-
phis Alvarez, Max Valles, Jacob Oviedo, Karla Ramos 
and Zoey DeLeon. 
    See related photos this page.

Moore students enjoyed per-
forming a ribbon routine to 
“Let’s Go Fly a Kite” from 
the Broadway musical, “Mary 
Poppins.”  Shown are (front 
row) Briana Alba, Brittany 
Nunez, Leia Garcia, Edric Sa-
mayo, (back row) Enmanuel 
Barcenas, Joel Beteta, Allison 
Villarreal and Edwin Ortiz.

Students 
perform 
ribbon 
dance

 – The Chesmar Foundation 
and San Jacinto College Foun-
dation are proud to announce 
their partnership through the 
Chesmar Teacher Scholarship 
Fund, a groundbreaking initia-
tive aimed at supporting Texas 
residents pursuing a four-year 
teaching degree at the college. 
 This scholarship program 
not only provides fi nancial as-
sistance to aspiring educators 
but also addresses the critical 
need for qualifi ed teachers in 
high-need school districts, par-
ticularly in urban areas.
 The Chesmar Founda-
tion has committed a total 
of $900,000 to the Chesmar 
Teacher Scholarship Fund, 
with half allocated for direct 
scholarship support. These 
funds will cover tuition, fees, 
and other associated course 
materials for program comple-
tion. 
 Additionally, $450,000 will 
be allocated for Alternative 
Certifi cation Program testing 
support, ensuring that graduat-
ing students can become fully 

Jacinto College’s Bachelor of 
Applied Science in education. 
Scholars will have the opportu-
nity for renewed funding each 
semester until the completion 
of their degree program, pro-
vided they meet established el-
igibility requirements.
 The new bachelor in educa-
tion degree curriculum at San 
Jacinto College is designed 
with built-in student teaching 
opportunities, preparing each 
student to enter the classroom 
immediately after program 
completion.
  The college is also estab-
lishing partnerships with lo-
cal school districts, including 

San Jacinto College, Chesmar offer scholarship
licensed to teach in the state of 
Texas.
 "We are excited about the 
Chesmar Teacher Scholarship 
Fund and the impact it will 
have on aspiring educators,” 
said Robert Cage, executive 
director of the San Jacinto Col-
lege Foundation. “Through 
this partnership with the Ches-
mar Foundation, San Jacinto 
College aims to empower stu-
dents to become highly qual-
ifi ed teachers, addressing the 
shortage of educators in our 
community."
 The scholarship program 
targets 100 students with fi -
nancial needs enrolled in San 

Crosby ISD, Deer Park ISD, 
Pasadena ISD and Sheldon 
ISD to promote scholarship 
opportunities and provide 
gainful employment opportu-
nities for graduates.

 For more information about 
the Chesmar Teacher Scholar-
ship Fund and application de-
tails, visit the San Jacinto Col-
lege website at www.sanjac.
edu.

 Bring a guest and have fun representing San Jacinto Col-
lege at Deer Park Rotary Club’s Bubba Bingo night Friday, 
March 22. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. and  bingo starts at 6 p.m. 
Deer Park Rotary will be presenting an evening of fun at Bub-
ba Bingo. There will be 20 bingo games, door prizes, card 
draw and a silent auction. Tickets are $50 and tables of eight 
are $500.
  This event will be held at the Jimmy Burke Activity Cen-
ter located at 500 W. 13 Street, Deer Park. Contact Justin 
League for more information  at 832-493-1075.

Bubba’s Bingo Night

 Capt. Amy Arrowood, 
San Jacinto College's direc-
tor of the maritime credit 
program, has been named 
one of the 2023 Top Wom-
en in Maritime by “Marine 
Log” magazine.
 With a career that spans 
more than 20 years, Ar-
rowood served in the U.S. 
Coast Guard and sailed U.S. 
fl ag vessels coastwide and 
internationally. 
 “This designation is an 
honor,” Arrowood said. 
“I’m proud of the maritime 
network I’ve made for my-
self over the years and the 
professionals I call friends. 
I’ve received several awards 
for my work, and I’m hon-
ored by my recognition.” 
 Arrowood graduated 
from Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Galveston with a Bach-
elor of Science in marine 
transportation and joined 
the Coast Guard as a com-
missioned offi cer in 2002. 
Besides racking up many 
memorable experiences 
while being in port in 15 
countries, she earned the 
U.S. Coast Guard Merito-
rious Team Commendation 
and Unit Commendation in 
2004 and Commendation 
Medal in 2005. 
 Arrowood’s connection 
to San Jac began in 2014 
when she joined an advisory 

SJC’s Arrowood one of top in maritime
committee for the Maritime 
Technology and Training 
Center as a port captain and 
marine operations manager 
for J.A.M. Marine Services. 
After signing on as a mar-
itime transportation faculty 
member, she began to teach 
classes and curate the pro-
gram’s curriculum. 
 “It was a small program 
that fi lled up quickly, and I 
knew each of my students 
well,” Arrowood said. “If 
they ever missed class, I was 
checking up on them to see 
if they were OK. Even now, 
if my students are absent or 
miss assignments, I’m wait-
ing at the top of the stairs to 
catch them to see how they 
are doing.” 
 Arrowood earned the col-
lege’s 2018-2019 Admin-
istrator Excellence Award 
for serving as a role mod-
el, working collaboratively, 
meeting students’ and other 
employees’ needs, and ex-
emplifying dedication, ser-
vice and involvement in the 
college community. 
 “Part of the joy of being 
an instructor is seeing the 
outcomes of our program,” 
she said. “I have also en-
joyed seeing some of my 
students achieving ‘fi rsts.’ 
I’ve seen the fi rst female 
deckhand and tankerman 
for a few companies now. 

I’m proud to have helped 
my students get into those 
positions.” 
 Since Arrowood joined 
San Jacinto Collete, the 
maritime programs have 
grown. Two years after 
starting maritime training, 
the college introduced the 
state’s fi rst and only asso-
ciate degree for maritime 
transportation. 
 This degree program 
combines the Coast Guard 
and standards of training, 
certifi cation, and watch-
keeping-approved maritime 
training with the college 
level academics required of 
an associate degree. 
 “We are so proud of 
Capt. Arrowood for her 
nomination and selection as 
one of “Marine Log” mag-
azine’s Top Women in Mar-
itime for 2023,” said Ken 
Tidwell, maritime interim 
associate vice chancellor. 
“As the maritime industry 
continues to increase diver-
sity and bring more women 
into its ranks, her selection 
out of over 200 profession-
als is more than deserving. I 
cannot think of a better am-
bassador for excellence as a 
maritime transportation pro-
fessional or greater champi-
on for opening doors and 
breaking ceilings for future 
generations of mariners.”
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Over The Back Fence by Natalie

Remember When
45 Years Ago (1979)

 Pasadena Independent 
School District students Jay 
Rasco, Charles Farmer, Chris 
Dorfl inger, Erin Walsh and Jeff 
Ehrlich had their artwork sent 
to New York for the National 
Scholastic Art Awards compe-
tition.
 Beverly Hills Intermediate 
School band members received 
90 First Division medals at the 
Intermediate Solo and Ensem-
ble contest held at their school.

40 Years Ago (1984)
 Houston City Council au-
thorized a fi ve-acre expansion 
of Sagemont Park.
 Though Sagemont residents 
complained about their water 
quality, department heads at 
several city of Houston water 
departments said there were no 
major problems in Sagemont’s 
water..

35 Years Ago (1989)
  Harris County Commiss-
ioners Court’s plan to cut the 
number of unpaid reserve dep-
uties who could serve on a 
constable’s staff was to end the 
South Belt area’s 24-hour con-

tract service.
 Constable Precinct 2 dep-
uties arrested three adults and 
three juveniles for trespassing 
after discovering the group 
playing the fantasy game Dun-
geons and Dragons in an aban-
doned house.
 An early evening walk 
turned violent for an 80-year-
old South Belt man when he 
was attacked by a pit bull on 
Blackhawk and Sageaspen.

30 Years ago (1994)
 Because half of the Brio 
Superfund Site was in an unin-
corporated area of Harris 
County and half was in the city 
of Friendswood, complications 
had arisen over who would 
respond to emergency calls 
from the site.
 A Dobie High School 
freshman was arrested and 
expelled after marijuana and 
a 25-caliber gun were found 
in his backpack in a locker he 
was using.

25 Years Ago (1999)
 The South Belt chapter of 
the American Association of 
Retired Persons celebrated its 

10th anniversary.
 Members of the Thomp-
son Intermediate School’s 
academic team completed an 
undefeated season against the 
schools in the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District.

20 Years Ago (2004)
 Burnett Elementary and 
Thompson Intermediate were 
recognized for their sustained 
high academic performance.
 Genoa United Methodist 
Church celebrated its 110th 
anniversary.
 Houston City Council 
member for District E Addie 
Wiseman hosted a CIP (Capi-
tal Improvement Plan) meeting 
at San Jacinto College South 
campus to discuss upcoming 
City of Houston projects.
 Thompson Intermediate 
inducted 66 students into the 
National Junior Honor Society.
 Local real estate agent San-
dra Yandell was named “Top 
Dog” by the South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce for 
recruiting 16 new members.
 Three young men were vic-
tims of a drive-by shooting on 

Almeda-Genoa.
15 Years Ago (2009)

   Brazoria County authorities 
made a second arrest in con-
nection with the Feb. 2 abduc-
tion and shooting of former 
South Belt resident Susana De 
Jesus. Wallace Ledet IV, 25, 
was arrested and charged with 
aggravated kidnapping after 
allegedly admitting to being at 
the scene of the De Jesus 
abduction along with prime 
suspect, Nicholas-Michael 
Edwin Jean. Ledet, however, 
denied having anything to do 
with the woman’s killing.
 METRO offi cials added 
roughly 125 temporary park-
ing spots at the South Point 
Park & Ride to alleviate over-
crowding there and at the near-
by Fuqua Park & Ride. Both of 
the Park & Ride locations 
reached their parking capacity 
the previous summer as gas 
prices rose to record highs. 
Surprisingly, however, bus rid-
ership remained steady even as 
fuel prices dramatically 
dropped.
 A 79-year-old resident of 

the Almeda Chateau apartment 
complex reportedly committed 
suicide as City of Houston 
offi cials attempted to vacate 
the premises due to unsafe liv-
ing conditions. Dimas Yanez 
was found hanging in his door-
way by a city worker passing 
out fl iers to residents of the 
complex. Yanez had reportedly 
told neighboring tenants he 
had nowhere else to go once 
the apartments were vacated.

10 Years Ago (2014)
 The website for Haywood 
Management had gone blank, 
renewing concerns on the cur-
rent state of the company that 
once oversaw the majority of 
homeowner associations in the 
South Belt area. The lone mes-
sage on the website, www.hay
woodmgt.com, read “Please 
contact your Board of Direc-
tors or attend your next regu-
larly scheduled Board Meeting 
for more information about 
your individual Association.”

5 Years Ago (2019)
 Two local crimes involved 
heroic dogs. The fi rst incident 
occurred Friday, March 8, 

when a dog named Hurricane 
spotted a dead female body in 
a fi eld by the corner of Sandy 
Hook and Binghamton. The 
body was later identifi ed as 
Angel Marie Peckham, 21. No 
immediate arrests were made 
in the case. The second inci-
dent took place two days later 
on Sunday, March 10, just a 
few blocks away in the 11700 
block of Davenwood Court. In 
that case, three people suffered 
nonlethal gunshots. A heroic 
dog named Zero attempted to 
stop the shooter but was fatally 
shot, itself. Local fi refi ghters 
attempted to save the dog, but 
their efforts were unsuccess-
ful. Javian Castaneda, 17, was 
charged with three counts of 
felony aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon.

1 Year Ago (2023)1 Year Ago (2023)
  Approximately 10 years in 
development, the South Belt 
Stormwater Detention Basin is 
set to open this week, accord-
ing to Harris County Flood 
Control District offi cials.
 This project is on a 174-acre 
site on Mud Gully, near the in-
tersection of Beamer Road and 
Dixie Farm Road/FM 1959 in 
the Clear Creek watershed of 
southeast Harris County.
 The Children at Risk orga-
nization recently recognized 
Meador Elementary as its top 

Gold Ribbon school in the 
Greater Houston area.
 A Gold Ribbon school is 
characterized by the group as 
a campus that is “high-poverty, 
high-performing.”
 In order to qualify as a 
Gold Ribbon school, 75 per-
cent or more of a campus’s 
students must be classifi ed as 
low-income, and the school 
must receive an A or B grade 
in Children At Risk annual 
school rankings. Meador re-
cently received an A ranking 
from TEA, also.
 San Jacinto College recent-
ly announced a partnership 
with Nuro, a leading auton-
omous vehicle company, to 
create the fi rst AV technician 
certifi cate program in Texas as 
part of Nuro’s national Auton-
omous Upskilling Initiative.
 San Jacinto College stu-
dents will be able to start this 
unique, one-year certifi cate 
program starting Fall 2023. 
It includes hybrid course-
work allowing students to 
merge computer design and 
automotive engineering skills, 
and prepare for jobs in the 
AV industry. The AV delivery 
service industry has the poten-
tial to create and sustain 3.4 
million jobs annually between 
2025-2035, according to a 
Steer report.

LARRY CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday 
Friday, March 17, are sent to local busi-
nessman Larry Morgan from his wife Mary 
Ellen, family, friends and the Leader staff. 

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff of the 
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays March 14 through March 20.

Atkinson Elementary
 Remember to wish Manuela Juarez and 
Maria Zavala a happy birthday March 15. 
Break out the balloons and party favors 
March 16 for Tiffany Aldridge.

Burnett Elementary
 Light the birthday candles on a cake for 
Hong Doan March 15.

Frazier Elementary
 Kaly Franco celebrates a birthday March 
18. Break out the cake and ice cream for 
Jennifer Cantu March 19.

Genoa Elementary
 Birthday greetings go out to Liz Zalce 
March 19.

Hancock Elementary
 Blow out the candles March 14 for Myrssa 
Fruto.

Moore Elementary

 Thursday, March 14: Allison Weatherly, 
Chris Williams, Curtis Scope, Ron Shafer 
and Angelique Garcia; and Friday, March 
15: Teri Posey, John Dies, Renee Guillot-
Rodriguez, Jeanne Cook, Christopher 
Lozano and Melissa Robinson; Saturday, 
March 16: Brandy Pimental, Kelly 
Cobble, Nathan Lewis and Nikki Pullin; 
Sunday, March 17: Nickole Chapman, 
Yvonne Russell, Sherri Golightly and 
Larry Morgan; Monday, March 18: Orenia 
Craven, Gina Rodriguez, Meredity Jones, 
Derek Jones, Jodi Johnston, Charlene 
Hardin, Alicia Rodriguez, Josh Nance, 
Tristan Soria, Andre Rohrman, Daniel 
Goeman and Andrea Charles; Tuesday, 
March 19: Tammie Little, Tonyka Smith, 
Cindy Dominguez, Shanna Young and 
Keith Pinchbec; and Wednesday, March 
20: Roxanne Wheeler, Ken Dittrich, 
Martinez Joaquin, Carol Dawkins, Al 
Vanek, James Leslie, Martha Heinrich 
and Sheri Rose.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@
southbeltleader.com with OTBF in the sub-
ject line by Friday noon for the next week’s 
issue.

 Join in the birthday fun March 15 for 
Esmeralda Chacon.

South Belt Elementary
 Meaghan Rivas celebrates a birthday 
March 14.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Light the candles March 18 on a birthday 
cake for Linda Reyes.

Melillo Middle School
 Birthday greetings go out to Troy Ralls 
and Crystal Polo March 14. Kara Ross 
and Lissnette Burgos enjoy a double-layer 
birthday cake March 18. Hannah Crowder 
enjoys a birthday March 19.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Carla Bradford enjoys a birthday March 
14.

Thompson Intermediate
 Tiffany Laday celebrates a birthday 
March 14.

Dobie High
 On March 14, birthday wishes are sent 
to Robert McGuill. Blow out the birthday 
candles March 16 for Clara Ullman. 
 Birthday greetings are sent to Karrie 
Valerio who celebrates a birthday March 
17. 
 FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

Atkinson Student of the Month for January, Bianca 
Elizalde, is in pre-K. “Bianca is thoughtful and makes 
a daily effort to treat her classmates the same,” said 
Maria Hubley, teacher. “She helps others communi-
cate when they are unable or timid to say they want a 
turn during an activity.”

January Student of the Month, Margaret Irizary, is 
a kindergartener in Cheri Cundiff’s class at Atkin-
son. “Margaret shows fairness by treating others 
with kindness and helping them be successful,” said 
Cundiff.

Irizary is helpful

Alexa Ibarra, fi rst-grader, was selected as January’s 
Student of the Month by her teacher Jeannette Guer-
rero at Atkinson. “She demonstrates fairness consis-
tently throughout the week,” claims Guerrero. 

Ibarra is fair

Gisselle Cardona, third-grader, is in Amber Watson’s 
homeroom. “She is a very honest and trustworthy 
lady. She shows great leadership skills and is a friend 
to all. We can always count on Gisselle to tell the 
truth in any situation. She values the feeling of her 
classmates and teachers. Giselle is a great example of 
what honesty means,” said Watson. She was selected 
as February’s Student of the Month.

Cardona is truthful

Isabella Rico, fourth-grader, is from Nancy Vazquez’s 
homeroom at Atkinson. Vasquez claims, “Isabella is 
an honest and thoughtful student. She strives to make 
good choices and accepts responsibility when she is 
at fault. She is a great friend and we are proud to 
have Isabella as one of our fourth-grade students.” 
She was selected as February’s Student of the Month.

Rico is thoughtful

Kara Nguyen is in Prachi Bhatt’s third-grade home-
room and is a stellar example of an honest student. 
According to Bhatt, “She shows many qualities of 
an honest hardworking student through her work 
in class. When a chance to help a student arises she 
never leaves the student behind. She is honest with 
her true feelings.” Kara was selected as February’s 
Student of the Month.

Nguyen works hard Newton is honest

Gabriel Newton, pre-K student, at Atkinson, “shows 
honesty by answering questions truthfully when 
asked,” claims his teacher Aushanay Banala. He was 
chosen to be February’s Student of the Month.

Atkinson students of the months honored
Atkinson Elementary offi cials  recently submitted students of the month for Novem-
ber/December, January and February. The students are recognized for many different 

Wednesday, March 27, 2024
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Join the Harris County Flood 
Control District for a virtual 
community engagement 
meeting to discuss the  
Clear Creek Federal Flood  
Risk Management Project,  
a partnership with the U.S.  
Army Corps of Engineers.

CLEAR CREEK FEDERAL FLOOD 
RISK MANAGEMENT PROJECT

The project’s Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA)*  
will be available for review during a 30-day public comment  

period from March 27 – April 26, 2024.

*Note: A printed copy of the SEA will be available in English and Spanish at the Harris County Flood Control 
District’s office, located at 9900 Northwest Freeway, Houston, TX 77092, during the 30-day public comment 
period. A digital copy and a comment form will also be available at hcfcd.org/C03.

For more information about the project or the public meeting, visit hcfcd.org/C03.

Join online at: 
PublicInput.com/C03
Or by phone: 855-925-2801

with Meeting Code: 6958

character traits  by their teachers. These traits include citizenship, caring, fairness 
honesty, kindness, helpfulness, integrity and respect. See Page 6 for more photos. 

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, March 14, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Family story time.
 Thursday, March 14, 2 – 5 p.m. Mini birthday party.
 Thursday, March 14, 3 – 4 p.m. Open Lap - computer class. Registration required.
 Monday, March 18, 11 a.m. – noon. Open Lap - computer class. Registration required.
 Tuesday, March 19, 4 – 5 p.m. Retro games. Registration required.
 Wednesday, March 20, 6 – 7 p.m. Conversational living English lessons. Registration required.
 Wednesday, March 20, 6:30 – 7;30 p.m. Family Night Unplugged. Registration required.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for re-
search, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents with a 
library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s What’s 
Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a link for a 
temporary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Resources for Kids 
accesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. The 
archived storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. 
Another virtual program is Craft.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 24/7 with 
a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-audiobooks, streaming 
TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Until further notice, only 
electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and check-out. HPL has a  
collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog for previously requested hold selection 
may be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading the e-book or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The 
library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, March 14, 10 – 11:30 a.m. Conversation club.
 Thursday, March 14, 2 – 4 p.m. Tech help.
 Friday, March 15, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. AARP Tax aid.
 Friday, March 15, 1 – 2 p.m. Genealogy.
 Monday, March 18, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. AARP Tax aid.
 Monday, March 18, 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Family story time.
 Monday, March 18, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m. Book buddies.
 Monday, March 18, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Adult craft: Book display birdhouse.
 Tuesday, March 19, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies and books.
 Tuesday, March 19, 1 – 2 p.m. Citizenship 101.
 Wednesday, March 20, 4 – 5:30 p.m. Cricut orientation.
 Wednesday, March 13, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi.
 Wednesday, March 13, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Teen and tween game night.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital ma-
terials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/
services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

Elizalde is awarded

 Harris County Pct. 2 Work-
force Development an-
nounced the opening of the 
online application for 2024 
Step-Up Internship Program.
 It is a yearly goal of Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia  to 
offer students an internship 
position where they earn 

Pct. 2 County internships available
while they learn. The pro-
gram will last  nine to 10 
weeks at $15 per hour and 32 
hours per week. Applicants 
must be a Pct. 2 resident, be 
18 years old at the time of ap-
plication, be a high school se-
nior or enrolled in a college, 
university, or in a trade tech-

nical program. Applicants 
must pass a drug screen, 
background check and have 
reliable transportation.
 Interested students may 
apply at bit.ly/2024StepUp 
Internship. For information, 
call 346-217-5297 or  email, 
workforce@pct2.hctx.net.
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/28/24.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Self Defense Classes

Transportation from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, 
and some Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
For More Info
Check Out Our
Website

Join our martial arts family today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

Karyme Leal smacked her third home run of the season in Dobie’s 
9-3 win over Memorial as the locals continued to hold supremacy 
in the rivalry between the two programs. Leal has driven in 10 
runs and scored seven more. The win was the Longhorns’ third 

straight in District 22-6A play. After a pause for spring break, 
Dobie is set to resume action March 19 against Rayburn at the 
Pasadena ISD Complex, then hosting South Houston March 22.

Photos by Gloria Wallace

Longhorn softball moves to 3-1 with wins over Memorial, Channelview
 A rematch with reign-
ing District 22-6A cham-
pion Deer Park will have 
to wait for now, but things 
are otherwise going very 
well for the Dobie varsity 
softball team as it coasts 
through the rest of the 
league.
 Heading into spring 
break week with wins 
over Memorial and Chan-
nelview, Dobie had quick-
ly improved to 12-10 

overall, with three straight 
22-6A wins included in 
the mix.
 The 22-6A ranks have 
paused for spring break, 
with Dobie set to resume 
action March 19 against 
Rayburn at the Pasadena 
ISD Complex, then host-
ing South Houston March 
22.
 In the final game for 
Dobie before the break, 
the Longhorns won at 

Channelview 8-0 March 8, 
doing much of its damage 
during a five-run second 
inning. 
 Junior Viviana Fernan-
dez had two hits, drove 
in three runs and scored 
twice while Karyme Leal 
doubled and drove in two 
runs. 
 Persephone Soria also 
knocked in a pair of runs 
as the locals erupted for 15 
hits.

 Jackie Peralta was bril-
liant in the circle for the 
Longhorns, shutting out 
the Falcons on three hits 
while striking out nine as 
Dobie improved to 3-1 
in 22-6A action after an 
opening loss to Deer Park.

Down go Mavs
 A four-run fourth in-
ning combined with a 
solid complete-game per-
formance from sophomore 
Vanessa De la fuente was 
enough to lift the Long-
horns to a 9-3 win over 
rival Memorial March 5 
 Allowing five hits and 
two earned runs while 
striking out seven, De la 
fuente went the distance 
for the win.
 Leal smacked her third 
home run of the season, 
and Fernandez doubled 
and knocked in three runs. 
Amaya Corona doubled 
in a pair of runs as Dobie 
downed the Mavs.

At left, Amaya Co-
rona (6) made a run-
ning grab in the out-
field while Dobie’s 
offense produced in a 
big way in a 9-3 win 
over Memorial as 
the Longhorns won a 
third straight game in 
league play. Corona 
has also delivered key 
hits on offense.

Dobie tracksters stand out at Texas City 409 Relays
 With just one remaining 
meet prior to the District 
22-6A Championships 
the first week of April at 
Auxiliary Stadium, the 
Dobie varsity track and 
field teams are gearing up 
for what very well could 
be two-team races against 
Deer Park.
 The Longhorn boys 
took another step forward 
with a third-place honor 
at the 409 Relays in Texas 
City March 7. The Dobie 
girls, meanwhile, were 
sixth with 41 points.
 Both teams will return 

to action March 22 at C.E. 
King for the regular sea-
son finale.
 Dobie’s varsity boys’ 
track and field squad con-
tinued its push toward the 
start of the postseason, 
putting together a great ef-
fort at the 409’s.
 Angleton did not score 
in the 4x400 relay, the fi-
nal event of the meet, but 
still held on for the team 
championship with 111 
points. 
 Host Texas City used a 
4x400 win to secure sec-
ond place with 110, while 

the Longhorns compiled 
99 points for third place.
 Success in the relays 
once again lifted the 
Longhorns as they came 
away with second place in 
both the 4x100 and 4x200 
as well as third place in 
the 4x400 for a total of 44 
points.
 As for the 4x100, the 
Longhorns’ group in-
cluded Ke’Lijah Jackson, 
Cameron Mathews, Mar-
cus Jones and Titus Ran-
dle for the silver medal in 
a time of 42.64 seconds. 
 The Longhorns de-

livered a time of 1 min-
ute, 29.11 seconds in the 
4x200 for second place as 
that group included Jay-
lon Broussard, Mathews, 
Jones and C.J. Richard.
 Finishing strong in the 
meet with a third-place 
clocking of 3:32.34, the 
Longhorns went with Jo-
han Villavencio, Tariq Ri-
ley, Broussard and Rich-
ard,
 Mathews flew to the 
tape in a time of 21.76 
for the gold medal-win 
in the 200, and Roderick 
Drumgo threw the shot 

50 feet, 3 1/2 inches for 
the victory. Drumgo also 
came up with a throw of 
142-6 in the discus for 
third place and a bronze 
medal.
 At 41-10, Dobie’s De-
marcus Hodges was sec-
ond for a silver medal in 
the triple jump, with Vil-
lavencio grabbing a silver 
for second place at 2:03.39 
at the 800 distance.
 Riley delivered a clock-
ing of 49.98 in the 400 for 
third place, while Justin 
Ray cleared 9-0 for third 
place and a bronze medal 

in the pole vault. At 19-5, 
Hodges was sixth in the 
long jump.
 Kyla Lobo made her 
season debut at Texas City 
following the finish of the 
varsity soccer regular sea-
son as she was second for 
a silver medal in the 3,200 
at 13:13.59. Teammate 
Mariah Medina was fifth 
in a time of 13:43.10.
 In a time of 5:57.37, 
Lobo took third place at 
the 1,600 distance, with 
Aracely Alvarado in at 
6:07.70 for fifth place. 
Junior Stacie Harris was 

fourth in the long jump 
with a best of 17-1, and 
she (12.78) and Kylar Jo-
seph (12.91) were fourth 
and fifth, respectively, in 
the 100.
 Harris also took part in 
the 300 hurdles, finishing 
fourth in a time of 50.65, 
while Joseph cleared 4-8 
in the high jump for sixth.
 Izelliah Williams, Christ-
ina Rodriguez, Joseph and 
Tailin Curtis wound up 
with a time of 1:50.03 for 
fourth place in the 4x200 
relay.

Wolverines capture golds at Summer Creek
 Jaylon Owens captured 
gold in the 100 and Clear 
Brook teammates Darwin 
Bolden (discus), Joshua 
Shelton (400) and Joseph 
Trevino (3,200) took silver 
medals as the Wolverines 
made several statements at 
the Generation Park Track 
and Field Invitational, 
hosted by Summer Creek 
High School March 7.

 Azayla Smith led the 
Clear Brook girls as her 
800 time of 2 minutes, 
17.08 seconds earned her 
a silver medal.
 With the District 24-6A 
Championships coming 
up early next month, the 
Wolverines and the rest of 
the league are preparing 
for what promises to be a 
highly competitive start to 

the postseason.
 Consider the Brook 
bunch ready to go after 
a terrific performance at 
Turner Stadium in Hum-
ble, again the host site of 
the Region III Champion-
ships.
 Owens was first to the 
line in 10.66 seconds to 
earn gold in the 100, while 
Shelton, a 2023 regional 

qualifier in the 400 as a 
freshman, was in at 48.93 
for his silver medal.
 Only a couple of weeks 
removed from the basket-
ball court, Trevino was 
second in the 3,200 with a 
time of 10 minutes, 07.93 
seconds.
 Bolden, who like Tre-
vino was delayed in the 
field events while playing 

basketball, has performed 
very well since as his 
throw of 151 feet, 1 inch 
earned a silver in the dis-
cus. 
 Joshua Akinola was 
fourth in the 200 in a time 
of 22.50, and was eighth at 
10.87 in the 100. 
 Akinola also went 22-3 
in the long jump for sixth 
place. At a time of 41.04, 

Jalen Erkine was seventh 
in the 300 hurdles. 
 A throw of 45-1 1/2 in 
the shot was good enough 
for Kenneth Christian to 
place fourth.
 Triple jumper Ja’Dar-
rell Brooks took seventh in 
the event at 42-6 1/2, and 
Camdyn Barnett chipped 
in with an sixth-place 
throw of 133-8 in the dis-
cus.
 In addition to Smith’s 
medal win, Jizzale Davis 
delivered more highlights 
for the Brook girls as she 
narrowly missed a top-
three medal as her 100 
time of 12.10 was fourth, 
and she was also in at 
24.83 for sixth in the 200.
 Kamryn McLaurin 
cleared 5-4 for fourth in 
the high jump, with team-
mate Galicia Bernard sev-
enth at 4-10. 
 At 35-2 1/2, Kyra Free-
man was seventh in the tri-
ple jump. Aailslyn Banks 
was ninth in the shot with 
a toss of 32-3 1/2.

Amanda Nguyen Westman, a 2010 Dobie High School graduate, 
was all smiles as she was inducted into the Pasadena ISD Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame March 6. An All-District player in both volley-
ball and softball, Nguyen Westman went on to become a highly 
decorated softball player at Army. She is the youngest hall of 
fame inductee.                                                   Photos by Gloria Wallace

Dobie Class of 1987 graduate Matt Wingo was part of the 2024 
induction class into the Pasadena ISD Athletics Hall of Fame. 
The group was honored as part of a special evening March 6 at 
the Pasadena Convention Center. Wingo was a star linebacker 
at Dobie and currently ranks sixth in career tackles at Texas 
Tech University.

Dobie legends enter PISD Athletics Hall of Fame 
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Atkinson Student of the Month for December is 
Matheus Mendez, in Sheri Graham’s class. “He is a 
wonderful example of someone who has great citizen-
ship traits. He listens well and is always respectful,” 
said Graham.

Mendez cares

According to Chyna  Zuniga, “Amaia Garcia, a pre-K 
student, is so caring to her classmates and teachers. 
She follows Aktinson’s school rules and helps others 
to do the same.” She was selected as Student of the 
Month for December.

Garcia is helpful

According to her Atkinson teacher, Maria Moncada, 
“Second-grader Sofi a Hernandez exhibits personality 
traits of a good citizen and is honest and trustworthy.”   
She was selected as Student of the month for Decem-
ber.

Hernandez excels

“Kindergartener Ayleth Fuentes (in Ludi Perez’s 
class at Atkinson) is a role model to be followed by her 
classmates and friends. She follows school and class 
rules, and she cares that everybody in the classroom 
does the right thing,” says Perez. Ayleth was chosen as 
Student of the Month for December.

Fuentes is role model

In Tulu Sarkar’s fourth-grade class, Janelynn Torres 
was selected as Atkinson’s December’s Student of the 
Month. “She is kind, courteous, respectful and com-
passionate to her friends,” said Sarkar.

Torres is kind

Avah Montgomery who was selected as December’s 
Student of the Month, is a very caring third-grader 
according to her Atkinson homeroom teacher Diane 
Davis. “She exemplifi es the traits of a good citizen and 
is respectful and responsible,” said Davis.

Montgomery is caring

Olivia Arrambide was selected as December’s Stu-
dent of the Month by her teacher Aushanay Banaia 
at Atkinson. “She is always kind to her teachers and 
peers,” said Banaia.

Arrambide is kind

Benjamin Gonzalez, Atkinson third-grader is in 
Kortnie Rieck’s homeroom. “He is friends with all 
of his classmates and wants to make sure everyone is 
included. He likes to fi nd solutions to problems, even 
when they are not his own.” Benjamin was chosen to 
be Student of the Month for January.

Gonzalez finds solutions

Adrian Rendon, Atkinson Student of the Month for 
January is in Stefanie Covarrubia’s second-grade 
class. “He consistantly demonstrates fairness in the 
classroom,” according to Covarrubia, and “He treats 
everyone equally.”

Rendon is fair

Leo Guzman, fi rst-grader at Atkinson, was selected 
as Student of the Month for January in Ashley Riley’s  
class. Riley says, “He shows fairness in modeling the 
classroom rules and helping other students to follow 
the rules as well.”

Guzman follows rules

Jaziel Rivera is in Velma Medina’s pre-K class at At-
kinson. “He is always fair and willing  to share with 
his classmates. He always has a smile.” said Medina. 
He was selected as January’s Student of the Month.

Rivera likes to share

Alexander Huerta, is a fourth-grader in Andres 
Melchor’s homeroom at Atkinson. “He is always fair 
and inclusive with his classmates. He is an excellent 
addition to our class,” said Melchor. Alexander was 
selected as January’s Student of the Month.

Huerta is inclusive 

Aguilar shows honesty

Giselle Martinez, third-grader in Lisa Byron’s class is 
a role model for honesty. “Giselle will always tell the 
truth when asked. She will also make sure she keeps 
her friends honest by reminding them to tell the truth 
as well. She is a wonderful role model for her peers,” 
says Byron. Giselle was selected to be Atkinson’s third 
grade Student of the Month for February.

Martinez is honored

Jacob Escamilla is in Elizabeth Cecil’s second-grade 
class, at Atkinson. “He shows honesty by admiting 
when he makes mistakes, and works to correct them 
even when it means accepting consequences. He val-
ues the truth and the feelings of others, and does his 
best to be a good friend to his peers. He is a great role 
model for his peers,” said Cecil. He was chosen to be 
Student of the Month for February.

Escamilla is friendly

Feburary Student of the Month, Benjamin Esquivel 
is in Jennifer Chapa’s pre-K class at Atkinson. “He 
shows honesty time and time again,” said Chapa.  “He 
is honest with his teachers and his friends, even when 
he has done the wrong thing. We are proud of his so-
cial emotional development.”

Esquivel is selected

“Kaylani Aguilar shows honesty in our classroom by 
speaking and acting truthfully. She shows honesty 
by treating her classmates with fairness and respect. 
Kaylani is a great friend to all of her classmates and 
I love having her in my class,” says her teacher Cheri 
Cundiff. She was selected as February’s Student of 
the Month.

San Jacinto maritime nationally honored by U.S. Department of Transportation

Harris County seeking input on public health

Continued from Page 1
courses approved by the 
U.S. Coast Guard and 
Standards of Training 
Certifi cation and Watch-
keeping for Seafarers. 
Moreover, it is the sole 
provider in Texas of an 
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree in maritime 
transportation, integrating 

nationally approved train-
ing with collegiate-level 
academics.
 The college’s Maritime 
program has been instru-
mental in addressing the 
shortage of Gulf Coast 
mariners by fostering ac-
ademic excellence and 
strong ties with industry 
partners. The Center of 

Excellence designation 
further strengthens these 
efforts, as the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
Maritime Administration 
collaborates with designat-
ed institutions to enhance 
recruitment of students and 
faculty, improve facilities, 
and provide equipment and 
vessel usage support.

 “We are honored to be 
recognized as a Center 
of Excellence,” said John 
Stauffer, associate vice 
Chancellor, Maritime. 
“This recognition refl ects 
the support of our maritime 
industry partners, which 
allows us to navigate the 
waters to provide academic 
excellence and career suc-

cess for our students.” 
 More information about 
the San Jacinto College 

Maritime Technology and 
Training Center is avail-
able on the college’s web-

site, while specifi cs about 
the Center of Excellence 
designation can be ac-

cessed on the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
Maritime Administration 

website, including the offi -
cial press release and list of 
designees.

Continued from Page 1
plete and covers a wide 
range of topics, includ-
ing: 

 – Access to health 
care. 
 – Mental and physical 
health concerns. 

 – Social and economic 
factors impacting health. 
 – Residents’ percep-
tion of the overall health 

of their community. 
Help build a healthier 

Harris County
 By taking the survey, 

one can play a vital role 
in shaping the future of 
public health in Harris 
County. 
 The responses will be 
used to: 
 – Identify the most 
pressing health needs of 
the community. 
 – Develop targeted 
programs and initiatives 
to address those needs. 
 – Track progress and 
measure the impact of 
HCPH’s work.
 – Strengthen partner-
ships with community 
organizations and stake-
holders. 
 The online survey will 
also be accessible at var-
ious HCPH locations, 
including the health ser-
vices and mobile health 
clinics, as well as in vari-
ous outreach events host-
ed by HCPH. 
 Information about fu-
ture community outreach 
events will be available 
on HCPH’s social me-
dia platforms. For addi-
tional information, visit 
HCPHTx.org

 The San Jacinto College 
music department presents 
a series of spring concerts 
from choir and percussion to 
guitar and piano. All events 
are free and open to the 
public, at the Central Cam-
pus Blue Music Building in 
Corbin Hall, (C5.151).
 March 22 - Orpheus Con-
cert - 3 p.m.
 March 26 - Choir Con-
cert - 7 p.m.
 March 27 - Percussion 
Area Recital - 3 p.m.
 March 28 - Neil Jody Ex-
hibit - The San Jacinto Col-
lege North Campus Gallery 
presents the Neil Jody Ex-
hibit from March 28 through 
April 11 at the Grant Fine 
Arts Center (N1). 
 This exhibit will feature 
works from faculty mem-
ber Neil Jody. Learn more 
at facebook.com/NorthGal
lery.
 The college will be 
closed on Friday, March 29, 
in observance of the spring 
holiday. The college will be 
open for normal operations 
beginning Monday, April 1.

SJC theater
events set 
for March

 The annual On a Mission 
Craft Fair on May 4 at St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church, 
11456 Space Center Blvd, 
is seeking churches, schools 
and individuals to sell craft 
items to support their mis-
sion’s efforts. 
 The fair is a great way to 
raise funds for short-term 
mission’s trips, fulfi ll stu-
dent community service or 
provide support for a sum-
mer mission’s project or 
agency. 
 Items offered could in-
clude crafts, art work, plants 
or homemade food items.
 The fair was created to 
increase awareness of mis-
sion groups and provide an 
opportunity for them to sell 
handcrafted items. 
 Coming before Mother’s 
Day and graduations, the 
fair provides an opportuni-
ty to purchase a variety of 
items not available at local 
retailers.
 Last year’s craft fair in-
cluded jewelry from Nepal, 
embroidered and woven 
purses from China, clothing 
from Africa, intricately-cut 
pop-up cards from Vietnam 
and Cambodia, coffee from 
Guatemala, and olivewood 
bowls and stuffed animals 
from Africa, among many 
other items. 
 For more information, 
contact Marjorie Fowler,  cor-
dinator, at 281-381-6484 or 
at Marjorie.fowler@sbcglob
al.net. 
 St. Paul's is a parish of 
the Reformed Episcopal 
Church. 
 Services are Sunday at 8 
and 10:15 a.m. St. Paul's is 
located in Clearpoint Cross-
ing, just south of Genoa Red 
Bluff Road, between Pasa-
dena and Clear Lake. 

St. Paul’s 
seeking 
crafts 
items
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R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Turn those unwanted items in 
your garage and closets into 
cash. Bring ads into the Leader 
office by Tuesday or use the 
mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer   281-481-565611555 Beamer   281-481-5656

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

HELP
WANTED

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Support
Leader

Advertisers

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

THURSDAY, MARCH 14
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets 
at either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 
6117 Broadway St., Pearland, or online on 
Zoom. See Pearland Chamber of Commerce 
calendar or call 281-485-3634.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express 
Network – Meetings are held at Big Horn 
BBQ, 2300 Smith Ranch Road., Pearland. 
Reservations appreciated. Visit www.seen
abwa.org.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-
686-6300.
6:30 p.m. Pearland Area Republican’s Club 
– meets at VFW Post 7109 Pearland, 4202 W. 
Walnut St., Pearland. Email pearlandareare
publicanclub@gmail.com or visit www.face
book.com/PARCTX.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
free discussion about Judaism and religion in 
general at Sawa Restaurant and Grill, 16608 
El Camino Real, Houston. Contact socialac
tion@shaarhashalom.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For de-
tails, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com or https://nastuff.com/.
7 p.m.  Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom. For details re-
garding services, Judaism classes, fi lm series 
and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.
shaarhashalom.org.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd.  Family members and friends of problem 
drinkers/addicts share and discover choices 
available. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– All services are live and on Zoom. For de-
tails regarding services, Judaism classes, fi lm 
series and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://

www.shaarhashalom.org.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an addict. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. 
Call 281-487-8787 or visit https://www.hous-
tonalanon.org/. 
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 beforehand.

SUNDAY, MARCH 17
8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship and Bible study pro-
grams at 11456 Space Center Blvd. (in back 
of a medical/retail community). Call 281-479-
7285. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Revive Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy. Call 713-944-9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. 
Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, MARCH 18
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s 
noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway. Volunteers teach dance lessons. 
Call 281-554-1180.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets at IHOP, 
11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and improve 
crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccination 
required. Email huff_reunion@juno.com for 
details.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery open 
meeting in the education Bldg. in room 4, at 
11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-725-8479 or 281-
309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – 
#0683 chapter meets at the Methodist Church, 
110 N. Friendswood Dr. in the educational 
bldg., room 201. Call 832-858-4617 or 713-
875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
10:00 a.m. CCART – Clear Creek Association 
of Retired Teachers meets at the Bay Area 
Community Center, 5002 NASA Parkway. 
Annual dues are $50. 
10:30 a.m. Tri-County Republican Women – 
General meetings are held at the Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr. Exact 
cash or check requested for lunch ($15). RSVP 
at www.tricountyrw.club/ or call 832-250-8901.

11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.  
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – Club #05324194 meets in- 
person at 10500 Scarsdale Blvd. (SB Chamber 
of Commerce). Visit sehouston.toastmaster
9:30 a.m. NASA Aglow Community 
Lighthouse – 18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. The 
public is welcome and encouraged to bring 
others. Call 281-910-1971 or visit aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express 
Network – Meetings are held at Big Horn BBQ, 
2300 Smith Ranch Rd., Pearland. Reservations 
appreciated. Visit www.seenabwa.org.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
7:30a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s 
notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway. Casual 
ballroom dancing offered. Call 281-554-1180.

THURSDAY, MARCH 21
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets at 
either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117 
Broadway St., Pearland, or online on Zoom. 
See Pearland Chamber of Commerce calendar 
or call 281-485-3634.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express 
Network – Meetings are held at Big Horn BBQ, 
2300 Smith Ranch Rd., Pearland. Reservations 
appreciated. Visit www.seenabwa.org.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-
6300.
6:30 p.m. Pearland Area Republican’s Club 
– meets at VFW Post 7109 Pearland, 4202 W. 
Walnut St., Pearland. Email pearlandareare
publicanclub@gmail.com or visit www.face
book.com/PARCTX.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – free 
discussion about Judaism and religion in gen-
eral at Sawa Restaurant and Grill, 16608 El 
Camino Real, Houston. Contact socialaction@
shaarhashalom.org.

GARAGE SALE
11111 SAGE GALE. Thur. 
& Fri., Mar. 21 & 22, 8 a.m. 
- noon. 3 Families. Kitchen 
table, shower door, elec-
tric bike, clothes, kitchen, 
bathroom, bedding & 
misc. items.  3-21

HELP WANTED 
DISABLED NEEDS HELP. 
Once a week, hours for 
light housework, looking 
after a lady. Bilingual 
(Spanish/English). House 
near Fuqua -Telephone 
Rd. Call Normans 832-
878-1507.  3-14

PART-TIME PORTER. 2-3 
hrs/day, additional hours 
occasionally. Light cleaning, 
power washing, moving fur-
niture, trash removal, etc. 
Must have reliable trans-
portation. Call 281-464-
3150 if interested. 3-28  

SERVICE
RUBEN’S PAINTING.
Interior & exterior paint-
ing, Sheetrock repair, 
wood fences, pressure 
washing. Free estimates. 
Call 346-577-3347. 6-28
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION 
REPAIR OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 6-28
LAWN & TREE SERVICE. 
Tree removal, trimming 
and care. Mulch installa-
tion, pressure washing 
and wood fences. Call 
346-577-3347.  3-14
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 6-28

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
713-944-5257

Siding - Kitchens - Painting
Bathrooms - Patios - Floors

Additions and so Much More 
References Available

lewiscosince1991@gmail.com

Same Name  
Same Number 

Since 1991
VETERAN OWNED

10% Off up to $500.00Quality Work 
Free Estimates Myron Lewis, 

Owner

Low Cost AC, Heat & Refrigeration
Free Service Call with repair.

FREE PHONE CONSULTATIONS!

20% OFF REPAIRS

346.772.7120Houston HVAC & Refrigeration
TACLB12845C

$400 OFF NEW EQUIPMENT

NO CREDIT CHECK FINANCING Repairs 
& Units

Commercial space for lease 
in South East Houston area

3565 sq. ft. move in ready, great for 
medical or office and can be divided.

Plenty of Parking!   Low Rates!
Up to 6 months FREE Rent!

Call 281-484-1111

Silk Road Properties

LOPEZ
OVERHEAD DOORS

Residential & Commercial
New Garage Door Installation & Repair

24 Hour 
Emergency Service 713-953-1697

FOR LEASEAdvertise in the Leader

South BeltGraphics& Printing

One stop for all your printing needs

11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

Big Edd’s
“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?
Call
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District 22-6A Basketball
 Boys’ All-District Selections

Most Valuable Player
Robert Miller III, Memorial, Sr.

Offensive Player of the Year
Jordan Buckner, S. Houston, Jr.

Defensive Player of the Year
Robert Miller III, Memorial, Sr.

Newcomer of the Year
Xavier Muhammad, S. Houston, Fr.

Coaches of the Year
Frank Watson, S. Houston

Trent Oliver, Memorial

First-Team Selections
Gustavo Escamilla, Pasadena, Sr.

Josh Larry, S. Houston, Jr.

Chris Jones Jr., Memorial, Sr.

Julio Cisneros, Dobie, Sr.

Dylan Jackson, Dobie, Sr.

Josh Anderson, Deer Park, Sr.

Dylan Marbury, Deer Park, Sr.

Mike Mathews, Pasadena, Jr.

Kamron Webb, S. Houston, Sr.

Xavier Palmer, Channelview, Sr.

Second-Team Selections
Gary Brown III, Pasadena Memorial, Sr.

Evan Goodson, Deer Park, Sr.

Jayden Baxter, Sam Rayburn, Sr.

Bryce Thomas, Channelview, Sr.

Malachi Hobbs, Dobie, Sr.

Josiah Ware, S. Houston, Sr.

Syntrel Evans, S. Houston, Sr.

Christopher Fultz, Jr., Channelview, Sr.

Lorenzo Delgado Jr., Memorial, Jr.

Isaiah Aguirre, Deer Park, Jr.

Jeremyah Vela, Sam Rayburn, Jr.

Damon Miles, Dobie, Fr.

Hector Manriquez, Pasadena, Jr.

Marcos Salinas, Pasadena, Jr.

Honorable Mention – Dobie
Kalaeb Helm, Sr.

Kyler Thomas, Sr.

Dobie senior Julio Cisneros (10) celebrated scoring 
1,000 career points late this season while helping the 
Longhorns secure the No. 3 playoff seed out of Dis-
trict 22-6A at 8-4. A consistent threat from 3-point 

land during his three-year varsity career, Cisneros 
was a fi rst team All-District selection following the 
season.

Photos by Gloria Wallace

Dylan Jackson, a four-year varsity performer with the Dobie varsity boys’ bas-
ketball program, delivered his 1,000th career point as a senior en route to being 
chosen as a fi rst team All-District player. Jackson will play collegiately at La-
mar University in Beaumont beginning this fall.

 Thompson enjoyed two 
of its fi nest days of the 
intermediate athletics sea-
son, coasting to three of 
the four team champion-
ships March 4 and March 
6 at Auxiliary Stadium in 
Pasadena as the Pasadena 
ISD track and fi eld season 
came to a rousing conclu-
sion.
 Thompson was far 
and away the top sev-
enth-grade boys’ unit over 
the two days, coming up 
with 170 points to win. 
Bondy was second with 
125 points.
 The eighth-grade boys’ 
division was a bit tight-
er, with the Lions putting 
together 164.5 points 
to distance themselves 
from Bondy’s 134.5 sec-
ond-place points.
 The Thompson sev-
enth-grade girls strutted 
away with an equally im-
pressive team champion-
ship, earning 170 team 
points to easily out-point 
Bondy’s 125 second-place 
points,
 Beverly Hills won the 
eighth-grade girls’ cham-
pionship with 129 points, 
and Thompson’s 110 
points were second.

GAT 7 boys dominate
 The Lions’ sev-
enth-grade boys’ team 
was in control much of the 
way at the championships 
over two days, scoring 170 
points in all to coast to the 
crown.
 Thompson came up big 
in the three relays to score 
44 team points, taking 
the 4x100 gold medals at 
48.63 as the group includ-
ed Lance Goree, Kingston 
Auzenne, Mrius Winston 
and David Harris.
 It was more of the same 
in the 4x200 relay as the 
Lions took the win in a 
time of 1:44.30 as Goree, 
Winston and Harris were 
joined by Jae’Bion Dan-
iels for another 20 points.
 The team championship 
already secured, the Lions 
were fi fth in the 4x400 re-
lay. In the fi nale, the Lions 
went with Daniels, Robert 
Phiester, Jayden McNair 

and Garren Gardiner for a 
time of 4:26.37.
 A time of 9:10.27 
earned Phiester a silver 
medal for second place 
at the 2,400 distance, and 
teammate Grayson Riley 
fi nished at 9:29.46 for 
fourth place.
 Ashton Wilson of 
Thompson was the gold 
medalist in the 800 in 
a time of 2:17.40, with 
teammate D’Marvia 
McVea in at 2:39.56 for 
fi fth place.
 Wilson secured another 
gold medal with a win in 
the 400 at 1:00.40, with 
Phiester sixth in a time of 
1:10.30.
 With golds in the 400 
and 800, Wilson also 
championed the 1,600 
run in a time of 5:25.93. 
McVea’s time of 5:25.54 
was fourth, with Riley 
sixth in a time of 6:06.29.
 The gold medalist in 
the 200 was Harris as he 
came through with a time 
of 25.61, and Auzenne’s 
time of 27.51 was fi fth-
best in the event. Harris 
also delivered a distance 
of 16-10 in the long jump 
for the gold medal.
 Goree won the triple 
jump at 34-10 1/2, and Ri-
ley was sixth at 30-0 1/4.
Daniels’ high jump of 
4-10 brought him a bronze 
medal for third place, and 
 A time of 51.18 placed 
McNair fourth in the 300 
hurdles, and Gardier’s 
clocking of 51.22 was 
good for fi fth.
 Auzenne captured gold 
in the 100 hurdles in a 
time of 16.63, with Mc-
Nair fourth at 17.94.
 Goree pushed for gold 
in the 100 and was ulti-
mately second in a time of 
12.30. The Lions’ Nathan-
iel Gansit took fourth in 
a time of 12.74, with Ian 
Torres sixth in a time of 
13.02.
 McVea was also sixth in 
the pole vault after clear-
ing 5-6. As for the discus, 
Chase Flower of Thomp-
son was fi fth at 75-10, 
with teammate Me’shai 
Alexander sixth at 72-11.

GAT 8th boys
 Thompson got out to a 
quick start in the relays, 
taking gold in the 4x100 
at 46.17 as that foursome 
included Ke’Mareun Ad-
ams, Allen Garza, Ethan 
Tran and Adrian Taylor.
 At 1:38.30, the Lions 
were also victorious in the 
4x200 relay as the group 
included Adams, Terry 
Betties, Garza and Taylor.
 It was Taylor for the 
gold medal in the 100 as 
he clocked in at 11.68. 
The Lions’ Betties was in 
at 11.92 for third place, 
and a time of 12.28 landed 
Tran fi fth.
 Adams and Garza went 
1-2 in the 200 as Adams 
captured the gold medal in 
a time of 23.71, with Gar-
za taking a silver medal in 
a time of 23.71.
 Jaylen Aguilar cleared 
7-6 in the pole vault as the 
district gold medalist, with 
Roberto Granados sixth at 
a height of 6-6.
 In the long jump, the 
Lions’ Adrian Taylor was 
the gold medalist at 17-10 
1/2, with Ferrufi no (15-
11) fi fth and Caleb John-
son (15-6 3/4) sixth.
 Alec Alvarez was one 
of the Lions’ many con-
tributors as his time of 
8:30.00 was second for sil-
ver in the 2,400 run, with 
teammate Alijah Banda 
fourth at 8:50.00.
 Xavier Arizmendez and 
Alvarez crossed simulta-
neously at 1:00.60 for a 
fourth-place tie in the 400.
 Adams won gold in the 
shot with a top throw of 
42-1, and Harley Stewart 
was a bronze medalist for 
third place in the discus 
with a throw of 109-10. 
Stewart’s best of 36-0 was 
sixth in the discus.
 The Lions’ Quintin Tay-
lor posted a time of 47.04 
for fourth in the 300 hur-
dles, and teammate Angel 
Ferrufi no’s time of 48.20 
was fi fth. Aguilar’s dis-
tance of 34-11 was fi fth-
best in the triple jump.
 In at 2:26.00, Devin 
Umanzor was sixth in the 
800, and Banda’s clocking 

of 5:49.00 had him fi fth at 
the 1,600 distance.
 Ezekiel West was fourth 
in the high jump at 5-0, 
with Betties clearing 4-10 
for sixth.

GAT 7 girls
 A time of 54.94 for a 
gold medal in the 4x100 
got the Thompson girls off 
and running as Jaila Ban-
dy, Chelsea Garza, Maddi-
son Campos and Durriyah 
Hill teamed in the event.
 The Lions also won the 
4x200 relay in a time of 
1:55.52 as the group again 
included Bandy, Garza, 
Campos and Hill.
 Makayla Franklin and 
Myah Moses fi nished 1-2 
in the 800, with Franklin’s 
time of 2:31.88 good for 
the gold and Moses in at 
2:40.21 for the silver.
 A time of 1:03.30 al-
lowed Franklin to grab 
gold at the 400 distance, 
and Amber Corpeno’s 
time of 1:10.90 was 
fourth-best. Moses was 
fi fth at 1:11.10.
 At 19.26, Thompson’s 
Jade Rodriguez won the 
100 hurdles gold med-
al, and teammate Mikki 
Gonzalez placed sixth in a 
time of 21.28.
 Hill won top honors in 
the long jump at a distance 
of 13-4, and Garza fi n-
ished at 26-6 in the triple 
jump for a gold medal. In 
the same event, Rodriguez 
won a bronze medal at 26-
4.
 Rodriguez and Gonza-
lez also carried the Lions 
in the 300 hurdles as Ro-
driguez’s time of 58.34 
was good for second 
place. In a time of 1:03.40, 
Gonzalez placed fi fth.
 The Lions also per-
formed well in the 2,400 
run as Dahlia Reyes 
was second in a time of 
10:54.03, with teammate 
Corpeno taking third at 
10:57.06.
 Rodriguez cleared 4-0 
in the high jump for fourth 
place, and Khaylin Mason 
made way over the 3-10 
mark for fi fth place.
 Campos earned a point 
as she was sixth in a time 

of 30.65 in the 200, and 
Demi Rodriguez fi nished 
the 1,600 at 6:58.34 for 
sixth place.
 The Lions capped a daz-
zling relay sweep by tak-
ing the 4x400 gold medal 
in a time of 4:28.00, a win 
of more than 34 seconds, 
as Moses teamed with 
Garza, Hill and Franklin.
 Mia Gonzalez threw the 
discus 55-10 for fi fth in 
the event, and Jayda Lask-
er was sixth in the shot 
with a throw of 24-11 1/2.
GAT girls 8s
 The Lions came away 
with the win for gold at 
54.44 in the 4x100 relay, 
with the team including 
Natallia Uzoukwu, Yos-
selin Banegas, Trinitee 
Hines and Maleiyah Hoop.
The same foursome took 
to the track for the Lions 
in the 4x200 relay, also 
winning gold medals in a 
time of 1:55.51.
 Angelina Amaya was in 
the hunt for the 2,400 lead 
before taking second place 
for a silver medal in a time 
of 10:25.00. In the 400, 
Thompson’s Stella Kudrle 
was second for a silver 
medal in a time of 1:07.80.
 Amaya earned anoth-
er silver medal for sec-
ond place in the 1,600 as 
she fi nished in a time of 
6:34.00, with teammate 
Alayna Rodriguez fi fth at 
7:07.00.
 A time of 19.94 was 
good for the Lions’ Des-
tanee Copeland as she was 
third in the 100 hurdles.
 Thompson secured sec-
ond place with a gold-med-
al run in the 4x400 relay as 
Uzoukwu, Kudrle, Hoop 
and Hines teamed for the 
win in a time of 4:30.00.
 Taylor Palacios was the 
silver medal winner for 
second place at 33-10 1/2 
in the shot.
 Kudrle’s high jump 
of 4-2 was fourth dis-
trictwide, and Rodriguez 
took sixth in the triple 
jump at 25-0 3/4. At 60-5, 
Thompson’s Jurnee Davis 
was fourth in the discus. 
See Beverly Hills’ results 
in the March 21 issue.

Thompson dominates PISD track championships

District 24-6A Basketball
 Boys’ All-District Selections

Most Valuable Player
Qasim Boyd, Dickinson

Offensive Player of the Year
Alec Belter, Clear Springs

Defensive Players of the Year
Diego Sanchez, Dickinson

Jeremy Hinojosa, Clear Springs

Newcomer of the Year
Christian Brown, Clear Brook

Coach of the Year
Jason Wilson, Dickinson

First-Team Selections
David Chong, Dickinson
Emery Allen, Dickinson

Jerrick Guidry, Clear Lake
Jason Obert, Clear Lake

Julien Barclay, Clear Lake
David Emelife, Clear Springs

Izu Emelife, Clear Springs
Devin Nguyen, Clear Creek

Nathan Lueking, Clear Creek
Zion Norl, Clear Brook

Second-Team Selections
Logan Sariga, Clear Brook

Kenye Yzquierdo, Clear Falls

Kaden Solis, Brazoswood

Jeremiah Scoby, Dickinson

Diego Hernandez, Clear Creek

Allen Moody, Clear Creek

Sebastian Vivero, Clear Lake

Romulus Caroseli, Clear Springs

Honorable Mention – Brook
Abdiel Jimenez

The District 22-6A co-champion Dobie varsi-
ty girls’ soccer team has delivered arguably its 
fi nest season in program history after fi nishing 
the regular season at 18-3-3. The 18 wins are the 
most ever for the Longhorns for a single sea-
son, and the team has combined to score 81 to-
tal goals while posting 13 shutouts. Senior Aylin 
Reyes (above) scored 20 goals to lead the way 
offensively. At 9-1-2 in 22-6A action, Dobie tied 
for fi rst place with Memorial as the two teams 
played to a pair of ties. The bidistrict round 
of the playoffs is set for March 25-26, with the 
Longhorns facing a to-be-determined opponent 
from District 21-6A.

JFD’s Reyes nets 20 goals

Longhorns
host Deer

March 14
Dobie main, 11 a.m.

Longhorns
host Pasadena

March 19
Dobie main, 4 p.m.

At right, Dobie used a series 
split against Deer Park to key 
an 11-game win streak last sea-
son that led to the District 22-
6A championship as Cruz Tor-
res (right) went unbeaten on 
the mound through the regular 
season. Dobie took on the Deer 
at Deer Park March 12 after 
press time to start league play.

Photo by Gloria Wallace
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