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COVID vaccine drive-thru

Crossroads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.,
will be used March 13 for drive-thru COVID-19
vaccines, to be administered through Mitchell
Rx pharmacy. Those who qualify under Phase
1A and 1B are eligible and must register. To
schedule an appointment, call 888-341-6911.

Drive-thru fish fry continues

St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church,
11011 Hall, is hosting a drive-thru fish fry
Fridays through March 26, 4 to 7 p.m. in the
parking lot. Dinner consists of a breaded USA
catfish fried fillet, hush puppies, corn on the
cob, fries, tartar sauce and a drink. Baked fish
fillets are available in limited quantities. Cost
is $10. Cash and credit accepted. Money raised
will benefit KC local and community projects.

South Belt hosts blood drive

On Sunday, March 14, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
South Belt Church is hosting a blood drive by
MD Anderson. All those making a successful
donation will be screened for COVID antibodies
(results emailed in a week). Anyone who has tak-
en a COVID vaccine is eligible to donate blood.

With COVID-19 still here and the need for
blood continuing, the community is encouraged
to donate to help avoid blood shortages. The safe-
ty of the donors and staff has been considered and
the institution has developed COVID-19 precau-
tions. Masks are provided, temperatures are tak-
en and social distancing is observed in the donor
coach. To schedule an appointment, visit https://ti
nyurl.com/sbelt0321.

COVID numbers continue

As of Wednesday, March 10, there were 114
confirmed deaths among South Belt residents
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, up two from
the previous week. Reporting of deaths related
to COVID-19, however, may be delayed by local
officials. Of the 5,080 confirmed cases in 77089
(total population: 53,866), 259 remain active. To
date, 49 from the ZIP code have died from the
disease, no increase from the previous week.

In 77075 (total population: 43,933), 132 of
the 3,678 confirmed cases remain active. A total
of 32 from the ZIP code have died, an increase
of two from the previous week.

Of the 3,775 confirmed cases in 77034 (to-
tal population: 40,532), 117 remain active. To
date, 33 residents from ZIP code 77034 have
died from the disease, no increase from the pre-
vious week.

According to Harris County Public Health
officials, the vast majority of the fatalities suf-
fered from pre-existing health issues. County-
wide, there are 360,421 total confirmed cases.
Of those, 343,405 have recovered from the dis-
ease, while 13,604 cases remain active. A total
of 3,394 deaths have been reported in Harris
County. Statistics are updated daily and include
numbers from within both the Houston city lim-
its and throughout Harris County. To view an
interactive map, visit publichealth.harriscoun
tytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.

Beltway closures planned

At least one eastbound Beltway 8 frontage
road lane will be closed from Furman to Scott
Street/ Fellows Road daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
through Sunday, March 14. At least one north-
bound and one southbound Beltway 8 frontage
road lane will be closed at Red Bluff continu-
ously through 3:30 p.m. Friday, March 12.

The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to four
lanes in each direction.

Gulf Freeway closures set

Two alternate northbound and southbound
main lanes and frontage road lanes on the Gulf
Freeway will be closed from NASA Bypass/
NASA Road 1 to SH 96 daily from 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. and nightly from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. through
Friday, Dec. 31.

At least one northbound and one south-
bound lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed
from FM 517 to FM 518 in League City daily
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m.
to 5 a.m. through Wednesday, March 31. Clo-
sures may intermittently affect two lanes of
traffic and include alternate entrance and exit
ramp closures.

At least one northbound and one south-
bound lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed
from FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access Road to
FM 519/Main Street in La Marque daily from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5
a.m. through Wednesday, March 31.

The northbound exit ramp from the Gulf
Freeway to NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 will
be completely closed through Friday, Dec. 31.
Motorists wishing to access these intersections
may exit using the exit to FM 518 and proceed
on the northbound frontage road to the inter-
sections or exit using the Bay Area Boulevard
exit ramp, then make a U-turn and travel south
to the NASA Bypass or FM 528.

Two alternate northbound and southbound
main lanes and frontage road lanes on the Gulf
Freeway will be closed from IH 610 South
Loop to Broad Street nightly from 7 p.m. to 6
a.m. through Friday, Dec. 31.

Both the northbound and southbound en-
trance and exit ramps between IH 610 South
Loop and Broad Street will be closed nightly
from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. though Friday, Dec. 31.

The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway
from three to five lanes in each direction and
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in
each direction.

Schools, businesses slow to drop required masks

While Gov. Greg Abbott signed an executive
order Tuesday, March 2, lifting the state’s mask
ban, area schools and several local businesses
will still require them or at least encourage their

use. (See related story on Page 8.)
Local schools
Both Pasadena ISD and all students and staff
are relying on guidance from the Texas Educa-

Paul’s meeting on school March 26

The long-awaited public meeting to discuss the
future of the proposed charter school in River-
stone Ranch has been scheduled to take place at 6
p.m. Friday, March 26, at Melillo Middle School,
located at 9220 Hughes Road.

Hosted by state Rep. Dennis Paul, the event has
been delayed multiple times, as officials from the
charter school have been reluctant to meet. Paul
has, however, extended an invitation to school
leaders and their attorneys to attend.

Originally to be built on a nine-acre site on Riv-
erstone Ranch Road at Kirksage, the Elite College
Prep Academy - Riverstone, a branch of Houston
Gateway Academy, has remained half-construct-
ed for several years, causing complaints from res-
idents who view the property as an eyesore.

“The current state of Houston Gateway Acad-
emy-Riverstone Campus is unacceptable,” Paul
said. “I have reached out to their representatives
for a private meeting and have not received a re-
sponse. I find this incredibly disappointing and
hope that they choose to accept my invitation to
our public meeting. It is very important that the
residents of the Riverstone Ranch community
hear from the school on their future plans.” Con-
struction of the area campus has been marred with
problems since work began on it in 2015.

In April 2019, Houston Gateway Superinten-
dent Richard Garza, along with an IT tech from
the school, was indicted on multiple federal
charges, accused of embezzling hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars.

Nurse arrested on felony forgery

Former Morris Middle School nurse Syndey
Golden was arrested Friday, March 5, on felony
forgery charges.

Golden was arrested by Pasadena ISD Police
Department and charged with a third degree fel-
ony offense of forgery of a government instru-

ment. According to Pasadena ISD officials, the
arrest came after a thorough and extended inves-

tigation.
Golden was hired to start the 2020-2021
school year and was only on campus for 10
Continued on Page 2

Police release more info on shooting

More details have
emerged in the double
homicide that took place
Tuesday, March 2, in the
11100 block of Cayman
Mist Drive near Beltway
8 and Blackhawk.

Houston police of-
ficials have identified
the gunman as Derrick
Hayes, 35. (Working
from secondary sources,
the Leader incorrectly

Derrick Hayes

identified the suspect as Eric Hays in the initial
March 4 story.) HPD identified the two victims
as Bryce Alexander, 15, and Carmen Hayes, 71
(incorrectly identified as Carmen Hays in the
March 4 edition of the Leader.) Alexander was
a former Dobie student of Dobie9, dropping out
earlier this year. (At press time, police were not
releasing more information.)

The suspect, Derrick Hayes, is charged with
capital murder, aggravated assault of a family
member and felon in possession of a weapon in
the 262nd State District Court.

Continued on Page 3

Memorial sets vax opportunities

As part of its role as a state-designated
COVID-19 vaccination distribution hub, Me-
morial Hermann Health System is proud to
announce the launch of a digital COVID-19 Vac-
cination Request Form. Eligible members of the
community can now use this online tool to reg-
ister for the opportunity to receive a COVID-19
vaccine from Memorial Hermann.

In Texas, vaccination is currently available to

the state’s Phase 1A and 1B priority groups, as
well as to those who work in school and/or child-
care operations as defined by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (DHHS).
Once the online request form has been complet-
ed, individuals will be placed on a waitlist for
future appointments at Memorial Hermann’s
vaccination clinics. Registered individuals who

Continued on Page 2

HPD investigates bar shooting

Houston police are investigating the shoot-
ing of a man that took place outside a bar around
11:55 p.m. Tuesday, March 2, in the 12000 block
of the Gulf Freeway.

The victim, Marco Garcia, 25, was transport-
ed to an area hospital in critical condition.

According to police, Garcia and his girlfriend
were inside the Ojos Locos Sports Cantina lo-
cated in the Almeda Mall parking lot when an

argument involving three unknown males and
their friend became physical. When Garcia tried
to intervene, the suspects turned their attention to
him and his pregnant girlfriend.

While in the parking lot, Garcia and his girl-
friend got into their vehicle and attempted to
leave the area when they were shot at by a sus-
pect armed with a rifle.

Continued on Page 8

tion Agency and local county health officials.
“At this time, Pasadena ISD will continue to
follow all mask mandates and mitigation strat-
egies while awaiting guidance from our local
health authorities and the Texas Education Agen-
cy,” a letter to Pasadena ISD parents read. “Addi-
tional information will be provided as it becomes
available. Thank you for your continued com-
mitment for our students’ and staff’s safety.”
Clear Creek ISD sent out a similar letter to
parents. “We anticipate that the Texas Education

Agency will release additional guidance on this
topic, possibly as early as later this week,” the
March 2 letter from newly appointed CCISD Su-
perintendent Eric Williams read. “At this time,
all current CCISD public health protocols will
remain in effect at CCISD facilities and during
CCISD events. For information on CCISD’s cur-
rent health and safety protocols, visit www.ccisd.
net/covidl9. We greatly appreciate students,
staff and parents acting in accordance with these

Continued on Page 2

Timmons endures storm with strangers

Former South Belt
resident Chelsea
Timmons (right) re-
cently made national
headlines after she
became stuck at an
unknown  couple’s
house while deliver-
ing food to them in
Austin  during the
recent hard freeze.
A 2007 Dobie gradu-
ate, Timmons stayed
at the house for five
days due to the icy
road conditions. On-
line chronicles of the
story went viral, with
the incident being re-
ported on CNN and
“The Daily Show”
with Trevor Noah.
Pictured above with
Timmons are home-
owner Doug Condon
and his wife, Nina
Richardson. (See re-
lated story on Page 2.)

Flreflghters respond to 3 area fires

Houston firefighters responded to three sepa-
rate fires in the South Belt area recently.

At approximately 8:05 a.m., firefighters re-
sponded to a fire at an automotive sales dealer-
ship in the 11300 block of the Gulf Freeway near
Almeda Genoa/South Shaver Street on Feb. 23.

Firefighters arrived on scene within seven
minutes to find dark smoke coming from the
door way of an auto sales dealership building.
The fire was found in a bathroom with no fire

spread to other parts of the building. Crews ex-
tinguished the fire and noted soot throughout the
entire building.

The manager stated that when he arrived, the
building was secure and left the way it was when
it was closed the previous day.

According to fire department officials, there
was approximately $12,000 in damage. Fire-
fighters were able to save roughly $1.2 million in

Continued on Page 4

Governor sets plan to work with ISDs

Gov. Greg Abbott and the Texas Education
Agency announced Thursday, March 4, the state
will provide a “hold harmless” to Texas school
systems for the rest of the 2020-2021 academic
school year only.

This means funding will be made available to
school systems in Texas that have seen enroll-
ment and attendance declines because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, as long as they maintain

Continued on Page 2

COVID vax waitlist expanded

The Houston Health Department recently ex-
panded its COVID-19 vaccine waitlist to all age
groups eligible for vaccination under the Texas
Department of State Health Services criteria.
The waitlist is used to schedule the department’s
allotment of appointments at the FEMA commu-

Panama City continues ‘helping’ partnership with South Belt

A group of Pasadena ISD educators recently
teamed up with a Florida radio personality to
host a water distribution event at Beverly Hills
Intermediate for families still affected by the re-
cent hard freeze.

Spearheaded locally by Adriana Robinson,
Dobie9 assistant principal, the charitable func-
tion was held in cooperation with a Panama
City Beach, Fla., disc jockey named Dr. Shane,
a relative of Robinson’s husband.

“I received a surprise call late this evening
that we have an 18-wheeler full of donated
water heading our way tomorrow night to as-
sist South Belt community families recover-

Continued on Page 8

Panama City donates water to South Belt schools

An 18-wheeler traveled from Panama Clty, Florlda to Beverly Hills In-
termediate to pay it forward and deliver pallets of water to South Belt
families recovering from the winter storm. The water was donated by
radio personality Dr. Shane with iHeartRadio’s 92.5 WPAP and his gen-
erous listeners. In 2017, Dr. Shane donated an 18-wheeler full of food
to the South Belt community. Fast forward to 2021 and he did it again,

tant principal.

only this time with water. Pasadena ISD and the South Belt community
thank Dr. Shane for his generosity. Shown above are, left to right, Alyta
Harrell, PISD associate superintendent for campus development; Ash-
ley Collier, BHI assistant principal; Adriana Robinson, Dobie9 assistant
principal; Stacey Barber, BHI principal; and Travis Regner, BHI assis-

Photo by Reesha Brown

nity vaccination center at NRG Park and its other
vaccination sites.

Phase 1A of the state’s criteria focuses on
front-line health care workers and residents of
long-term care facilities. Phase 1B focuses on
people 65 and older and people age 16 and older
with medical conditions that put them at greater
risk of severe illness from COVID-19.

People who meet the criteria can register for
the waitlist online at HoustonEmergency.org/
covidl9. Registration is also available by phone
to people age 60 and older through the Area
Agency on Aging at 832-393-4301. People with

Continued on Page 3

Fun Run March 27

Texas Oral and Facial Surgery is proud to
present the 8th Annual Ima’s Home for Children
5K Run/Walk & Kids 1K on March 27 at 9 a.m.
It will be held at 9901 Windmill Lakes Blvd, just
west of Almeda Mall.

The entire event will take place on the parking
lot where Life Church holds services, since it is a
safe and secure environment.

Ima’s Home for Children, located Northwest
of Manila, Philippines, became the vision of lead

Continued on Page 4

Update on mystery
of the gift of roses

The mystery man who recently delivered
flowers to the houses of strangers during the hard
freeze has been identified.

Residents of Sagetrail, where the gifts were
distributed late Wednesday, Feb. 17, told the
Leader the good Samaritan was Michael Brett —
also a resident of the area street.

The act of kindness was first reported to the
Leader by longtime Sagetrail resident Joyce
Shannon. According to Shannon, dozens of flow-
ers were left on the doorsteps of houses on her
block near Hughes Road during the dead of night.

The flowers were all tagged with a label from
Bloom Haus, a brand associated with Kroger.
Shannon suspected the gesture was inspired in
part by a possible excess of flowers leftover from
Valentine’s Day, as this year’s holiday was mar-

Continued on Page 2
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Timmons makes national news

A former Dobie student
recently made national head-
lines after she found herself
stranded with strangers for
five days while working in
Austin during the recent his-
toric freeze.

A 2007 graduate, Chelsea
Timmons was delivering gro-
ceries for H-E-B when icy con-
ditions caused her vehicle to
get stuck at the house of what
was to be her last customer for
the day Sunday, Feb. 14.

After multiple attempts
calling tow trucks and tax-
is/ride-sharing services for
assistance proved fruitless,
Timmons’ customers offered
to let her stay the night.

“These people let a com-
plete stranger stay the night,”
Timmons posted on her Face-
book page. “Not only that, but
they cooked me a steak dinner.
Definitely not how I imagined
my Valentine’s Day.”

One night soon turned into
five, as the freezing condi-
tions failed to improve.

Timmons chronicled the
event on her Facebook page.

“Their home still has wa-
ter and power so we are clean
and warm,” Timmons post-
ed. “They have groceries (I
know, I delivered them) so
we are fed. How amazingly
blessed am I right in this mo-
ment?”

It turned out Timmons
would have been without wa-
ter and power had she made it
back to her own home.

“Me being stuck here ac-
tually turned into a better
situation than if I had made
it home,” Timmons said in a
video posting. “I definitely
ate a lot better here than if I'd
actually made it home. So,
I’'m so grateful for these two
and grateful that they were
not only able but willing to
let a stranger into their home
and keep me safe, warm and
fed and made me feel com-
fortable and made me feel
part of the family. And that’s
something that you really just
don’t see.”

To show her gratitude to
the couple for taking her in,
Timmons baked them a coco-

nut cake.

Timmons’ mother Arnetta
Timmons is also grateful for
the generosity of the strangers.

“This is a story of ultimate
human kindness,” her mother
said. “I am always worried
when my daughter Chelsea
Timmons travels as it is, so
I am forever grateful to these
strangers (guardian angels)
who invited her into their
home, without hesitation,
during a pandemic, when her
vehicle got stuck in snow.”

The story of Timmons’
experience went viral, being
shared by multiple local news
outlets, as well as CNN, Peo-
ple Magazine and “The Daily
Show” with Trevor Noah.

Timmons is still soaking
in everything that has hap-
pened.

“I can’t believe everything
that has happened,” Timmons
posted on her Facebook page.
“(I’'m) beyond grateful that I
have been able find comfort
with strangers during this un-
precedented winter storm.”
(See related photo Page 1.)

Update on mystery of the roses

Continued from Page 1
red by the historic freezing
conditions.

Shannon’s suspicions
were confirmed when Brett
said he had indeed found
the flowers discarded behind
the Kroger at Beltway 8 and
Sabo and didn’t want to see

them go to waste.

Brett, along with a couple
friends, collected the items
— some even including glass
vases — packed them into his
truck and distributed them to
his neighbors, even had-de-
livering them to at least one
individual in person.

A few of the flowers went
unclaimed, as some resi-
dents were displaced due to
the winter storm. With their
permission, Shannon col-
lected the items and gave
them to a friend of hers who
is currently suffering from
cancer.

Area plans slow to drop masks

Continued from Page 1
protocols.”
Grocery stores

Several area grocery
stores will also continue
to enforce the mask man-
date, including H-E-B,
Kroger, Aldi, Target and
Fiesta.

“Though statewide pol-
icy has changed, our store
policy has not,” a state-
ment from H-E-B read.
“We will continue to ask
shoppers to be masked
while in our stores. Addi-
tionally, we will still re-
quire all our partners and
vendors to wear masks
while at work.”

Food Town will contin-
ue to require all employ-
ees and vendors to wear
masks and encourages all
customers to also do so
while practicing social
distancing. A similar posi-
tion was taken by Kroger.
“Although the statewide
mask mandate has been

lifted in Texas, to ensure
the safety of our custom-
ers and associates, Kroger
will continue to follow
health and safety guide-
lines recommended by
the CDC by requiring all
associates in our stores to
wear a mask,” a statement
from Kroger read. “We
encourage all customers
visiting our stores to con-
tinue to wear a mask to
protect themselves, those
around them and our as-
sociates. We remind those
who can’t wear masks that
we offer low touch or no
touch pickup and delivery
services.”

Aldi also released a
similar statement.

“For the health and
well-being of the commu-
nities we serve and for the
protection of our employ-
ees, we will maintain our
current nationwide policy
requiring all employees
and customers to wear a

face covering when shop-
ping in our stores,” the
Aldi statement read. “We
will continue to assess
any new guidelines issued
by the CDC and will keep
our customers informed
of any future changes.”

Retail store Target will
also continue to enforce
the mask mandate.

“We require guests to
wear masks or face cov-
erings in all of our stores,
except for guests with un-
derlying medical condi-
tions and young children,”
a statement from Target
read. “We also require all
store team members to
wear masks at work and
have provided them with
reusable and disposable
masks. Those who have
been vaccinated for coro-
navirus are still required
to wear a mask and fol-
low all social distancing
guidelines, in line with
current CDC guidance.”

PISD nurse arrested for forgery

Continued from Page 1
school days, officials said.
“While the district has
been unable to authenticate
the licensure and education
records Ms. Golden provid-
ed to obtain employment,
the district’s Health Ser-

vices Department has per-
formed a thorough review
of the documented care
provided by Ms. Golden
and concluded that district
protocols related to student
care were followed,” a letter
to Morris parents read, in

part. “The campus will con-
tinue to cooperate with po-
lice and other governmental
agencies during the ongoing
prosecution of this case and
will provide additional in-
formation to you as autho-
rized.”

Frazier offers scholarships

Frazier Elementary is offering five scholarships to graduating Dobie seniors who
attended Frazier Elementary School.
Applications are available to pick up in the College Now office at Dobie and are
due back to that office by March 26.

Governor working with ISDs

Continued from Page 1
or increase current levels of
on-campus attendance.

Districts will be funded on
attendance in line with projec-
tions made prior to the public
health crisis. This will ensure
that school systems in Texas
can retain their teachers for
the 2020-2021 school year
for whom they originally bud-
geted. This final semester of
hold harmless means districts
have been held harmless for
three consecutive semesters —
spring semester of the 2019-
2020 academic year and the
entirety of the 2020-2021 ac-
ademic year.

“As more districts return
to in-person instruction, we
are ensuring that schools are
not financially penalized for
declines in attendance due
to COVID-19,” said Abbott.
“Providing a hold harmless
for the remainder of the 2020-
2021 school year is a crucial
part of our state’s commit-
ment to supporting our school
systems and teachers and get-
ting more students back in the
classroom.”

A similar position was tak-
en by Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick.
“My goal is to get all of our
students back in the classroom
and this hold harmless funding
will ensure our public schools
can complete the school year
and continue to bring students
back to campuses for in-per-
son learning,” said Patrick.
“As always, we are grateful to
those teachers across the state
who have worked tirelessly
during the pandemic to keep
our students on track.”

This point was reinforced
by House Speaker Dade Phel-
an.

“The State of Texas is
committed to getting more

students back into the class-
room for in-person instruc-
tion and fully funding our
schools — despite challenges
that occurred as a result of
COVID-19,” said Phelan. “I
fully support the decision to
provide necessary funding
and maintain our commitment
to Texas schools.”

The governor was joined
by local lawmakers in his an-
nouncement.

“The legislature was al-
ready dedicated to fulfilling
the commitments made in
House Bill 3 from last ses-
sion,” said Sen. Larry Tay-
lor. “The financial stability
provided by this hold harm-
less will further support our
schools in their efforts to
help our students meet the
challenges brought on by
COVID-19.”

This sentiment was shared
by Rep. Harold Dutton.

“It would be an under-
statement to say that Texas
families have been negatively
affected by the COVID envi-
ronment,” said Dutton. “And
perhaps those most affected
have been our public school
students who have had to ed-
ucate remotely or not at all.
Texas should do everything
possible to get these students
back to school but school dis-
tricts must not be penalized
financially for the absence of
these students. That is why
this hold harmless provision
is a financial must for Texas
school districts.”

Data has shown throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic that
schools are safe, state officials
said. School systems in Tex-
as must follow public health
guidance issued by TEA,
which establishes a variety
of effective virus mitigation

strategies for schools. Based
on this guidance, school dis-
tricts are widely employing a
range of measures including
masks, screening practices,
improvements in ventilation,
the use of rapid COVID-19
tests, and improved hygiene
procedures. Additionally, all
Texas teachers and school
staff are now eligible to re-
ceive the COVID-19 vaccine
in Texas.

In normal times, schools
are funded based on the stu-
dents enrolled and the daily
attendance on campus. This
year, TEA prioritized flexibil-
ity to ensure essential funding
support for school systems, by
providing full funding based
on daily attendance, whether
the attendance was in-person
or remote. The hold harmless,
which was previously provid-
ed in the first semester of the
school year, allocates funding
above the statutory guaranteed
level of funding for students
who are not enrolled, or for
students who attend (even if
remotely) less frequently. For
the current second semester,
it is being provided as long as
on-campus attendance partici-
pation rates do not decline or
those rates otherwise remain
high (at least 80 percent).

TEA has published on its
coronavirus resource website
documents that note the base-
line on-campus attendance
participation rates of every
Texas school system in the fall
of 2020.

More details on the specif-
ics of the hold harmless calcu-
lation can be found in TEA’s
Attendance and Enrollment
Funding FAQ at tea.texas.gov/
sites/default/files/covid/S Y-
2020-21-Attendance-and-En
rollment.pdf.

Publisher’s Opinion

We need to have some happy news!

| am not sure about our readers, but
sometimes | find it hard to keep a happy
face. | am generally an upbeat person, but
the last year has not been easy on anyone.
| love people and enjoy working with all the
different groups in the community.

One of the things | have wanted to do is
print some happy news in the Leader.

While the COVID news is necessary,
reading it does not make our readers feel

better.

Last week | told James (Bo) Bolen, who
writes most of our front page, that | wanted

some happy news.

We found out Franklin Moses had been
named Secondary Principal of the year,
and then we had the story about Joyce
Shannon the woman who, along with some
of her neighbors, found roses anonymous-
ly left at her front door. (See update on this

a paper we would look forward to putting
out for publication.

That was until Tuesday, when we got
word of the double murder. So much for
wanting mainly good news!

We are hoping some of you will be will-
ing to share some good news with us and
help brighten spirits as we struggle through
what is our current normal.

| do believe that most of us are much

better off than many others and thank God

daily for the blessings he has given me, but
look forward to days more like they used to

be — when | could give good friends a hug

story on Page 1 in this week’s issue.)
We thought finally some good news and

and not worry about wearing a mask.

But in the meantime, if you have any
happy news you would like to share, please
do so. We all can use it!

Email your happy news to mynews@
southbeltleader.com.

Marie Flickinger
Publisher

Local library events set

In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Library, is located at 9002 Kingspoint, For information, visit https:/houstonli
brary.org/location/bracewell-neighborhood-library?items_per_page=200#events or for virtual pro-
grams, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events or call 832-393-2580.

Bracewell HPL To Go curbside service is in operation

Contactless Curbside services, known as HPL To Go, is available by appointment Mondays, noon to
7 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Customers walking
or riding a bike may also pick up reserved materials. For questions, call circulation at 832-393-2222. All
overdue fines/fees will be waived through Jan. 1, 2021. To use HPL To Go:

1. Place a hold through the online catalog or by phone.

2. Receive email or phone call of notification prior to scheduling a time for pickup.

3. Upon arrival, park and stay in the vehicle and call to notify staff of arrival.

4. Have MY Link card number and PIN ready.

Parker Williams Library

Parker Williams Library, is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Visit the website at https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or call 832-927-7870.

For tax help through AARP, call the library for an informational packet. Patrons will be given
instructions on setting an appointment after receipt of packet.

The book drop is open. No late fees will be charged during the library closure. Social media links are
Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Parker Williams ‘“No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”

— After receiving notification that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.

— Have a library card number and PIN handy.

— A pickup time and instructions will be given.

— Upon arriving at the library, follow the instructions given.

— Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verification.

Curbside hours are: Monday — Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday, 1- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 am. — 5
p-m. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services

— Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s Drive-up Wi-Fi.

— Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.

— Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.

— Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-Books, comics or graphic novels.

— Stream classic films, indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.

— Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.

— Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.

Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital materials and
research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/services/iknow-card
for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

Thursday, March 11, 10:30 a.m. Virtual Toddler Time. Join John Harbaugh and Ja-
son Cruz virtually for family fun. Parents are encouraged to participate. Designed for 18
months to 4-year-olds, but all children and families are welcome to join. Sign up once at

https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library

to get

a weekly invitation. #tod

dlertime #storytime #story #childrensbooks #reading #books #harriscountypl #HCPL.

Thursday, March 11, 4:30 p.m. Discord Chat. The library’s Anime Club has morphed online. Join
Jason Cruz and John Harbaugh on our Discord Anime Channel for a discussion about how the new Win-
ter 2021 season is going. To join in, email John at john.harbaugh @hcpl.net to get added to the channel.
#anime #animefan #manga #otaku #animelove #harriscountypl #HCPL

Friday, March 12, 1 p.m. Draw with Me. Join Ariel Perez who tries something a little more difficult,
but still fun and easy to follow. Residents will need pens and markers for these videos which will be
featured on Facebook and Instagram.

Friday, March 12, 5 p.m. Is It Wrong to Watch So Much Anime? Episode 14: Makoto Shinkai’s
Movies. Interesting. Emotional. Charged. Three words that we can use to describe the works of director
Makoto Shinkai’s films. Join Jason Cruz and John Harbaugh and dive deeper into Shinkai’s works. This
video will be featured on Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
#anime #animefan #manga #otaku #animelove #harriscountypl#HCPL

Sunday, March 14, 1 p.m. Pi (w) Day! 3.14 Join Tanner and John as they teach you how to make a
pizza pie from scratch for Pi (w) Day! This video featured on Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Tuesday, March 16, 10:30 a.m. Virtual Story Time Join Mr. John (John Harbaugh) and Mrs.
Celeste (Celeste Plew) This program will be on Facebook Live at Facebook.com/ParkerWil
liamsLibrary. #storytime #story #childrensbooks #reading #books #harriscountypl #HCPL.

Tuesday, March 16, noon. Drawing with Ariel Perez for virtual fun and easy cartoon drawings fea-
turing various doodles, numbers and letters. This video will be featured on Facebook.com/ParkerWil-
liamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Wednesday, March 17, 3:30 p.m., ages 16 and older. Dungeons & Dragons Online. Join Tanner
Adams online. No prior experience is required. Contact tanner.adams @hcpl.net for details.

Wednesday, March 17, 5 p.m. Virtual Teen Advisory board. Looking for a way to volunteer? Need to
get some hours in for National Honor Society? Join Mr. John Harbaugh. For an invitation, email john.
harbaugh@hcpl.net. #volunteer #volunteering #community #harriscountypl #HCPL

How to apply for FEMA storm aid

Texans with uninsured loss-
es should apply for FEMA
Individual Assistance immedi-
ately. Residents whose homes
are insured should file insur-
ance claims prior to applying
with FEMA at www.disaster
assistance.gov. Select “Apply
Online.” Select the cause of
damage as snow/ice. Insured
people who are applying for
disaster assistance must file a
claim with the insurance com-
pany as soon as possible. By
law, FEMA cannot duplicate
benefits for insurance covered
losses. If insurance does not
cover all damage, one may be
eligible for federal assistance.

FEMA'’s Individual and
Household Assistance pro-
gram is not a substitute for in-
surance and may not pay for all
losses caused by a disaster.

If it is not possible to reg-
ister online, call 800-621-3362
(TTY 800-462-7585) from 6
am. to 10 p.m. daily. Those
who use a relay service such as
a videophone, Innocaption or
CapTel should update FEMA
with the specific number as-
signed to that service.

When applying for assis-
tance, have the following in-
formation readily available:

A current phone number;
address at the time of disaster
and address where applicant
is staying and Social Security
number, general list of damage
and losses, and, if insured, the
insurance policy number, and
the agent or company name.

Disaster assistance may in-
clude financial for temporary
lodging and home repairs,
low-interest loans from the
Small Business Administration
to cover uninsured losses, and
programs to help individuals
and business owners recover
from the effects of the disaster.

For eligible homeowners
and renters in designated coun-
ty, assistance may include:
Property: FEMA may assist
with the repairs to burst pipes

and disaster-damaged heating,
ventilating, and air-condition-
ing, refrigerators and stoves.

Other repairs that may be
covered include: Disaster-re-
lated damage to -electrical,
plumbing or gas; leaks in a
roof that damage ceilings and
threaten electrical components
disaster-damaged subfloor in
essential occupied parts of the
home, and disaster-related bro-
ken windows; lodging expense
reimbursement: DR-4586-TX
only. Survivors who incurred
uninsured lodging expenses
due to utility outages only and
did not have disaster-related
damage to their home may
now be eligible for reimburse-
ment. The standard period is
from Feb. 11- Feb. 28.

Rental assistance: Funds to
rent housing for those whose
homes were made uninhabit-
able by the disaster.

Personal property assis-
tance: Funds to repair or re-
place  essential  uninsured
disaster-damaged personal
property, including property
damaged by burst pipes.

Miscellaneous items: Funds
for certain items purchased due
to the disaster. Reimbursement
for generators is limited to a
generator purchased during the
event by the applicant to power
medically required equipment
after a utility outage.

Transportation ~ assistance:
Funds for primary vehicles
damaged by the disaster, in-
cluding damage from fallen
trees, power lines or vehicle
accidents caused by unsafe
driving conditions.

Medical and Dental assis-
tance: Funds for uninsured
medical and dental needs or
losses caused by the disaster,
such as medically required
items damaged by burst pipes
or medical treatment needed
due to exposure to below freez-
ing temperatures.

Child Care assistance:
FEMA can reimburse child-

care as a result of increased fi-
nancial burden to care for chil-
dren aged 13 and younger and/
or children up to age 21 with a
disability who need assistance
with activities as defined by
federal law.

Volunteer ~ organizations
across Texas may have pro-
grams or additional resources
to assist one if one has imme-
diate needs. Call 211 Texas.

FEMA cannot reimburse
for food loss.

FEMA does not help with
energy or other utilities. Res-
idents seeking assistance are
urged to contact their utility
company for payment plans or
deferred payment options.

FEMA does not cover in-
surance deductibles. However,
when insured disaster-caused
damage is less than the de-
ductible, FEMA may provide
assistance to help with the ap-
plicant’s needs. FEMA cannot
duplicate benefits covered by
insurance so one must provide
information from insurance
claim to determine eligibility
for assistance from FEMA.

For information, visit https:/
www.fema.gov/disaster/4586.

Shots available through Memorial

Continued from Page 1
meet eligibility for vacci-
nation will be selected at
random and notified when
appointments become avail-
able. A link to schedule the
vaccination will be sent via
text message and/or email
based on the communica-
tion preferences entered
when completing the re-
quest form.

Memorial Hermann
will make appointments
available based on vaccine
supply and will prioritize
vaccine distribution in ac-
cordance with guidance
from the Texas Department
of State Health Services.
See below for descriptions
with more detail on current

qualifications.

Those who qualify and
are interested in complet-
ing Memorial Hermann’s
COVID-19 Vaccination
Request Form are invited
to sign up at https://www.
memorialhermann.org/ser
vices/conditions/coronavi
rus/texas-vaccine-hub.

Phase 1A: Frontline
healthcare workers, long-
term care facilities, EMS
9-1-1, Home Health, outpa-
tient, medical clinics, ER/
urgent care, pharmacies,
last responders, school nurs-
es and phase 1B, individuals
65 years of age and older
and individuals 18 and older
who have at least one chron-
ic medical condition that

puts them at increased risk
for severe illness from the
virus that causes COVID-19
as defined by the state’s
Phase 1B criteria.

DHHS defines those who
work in school and/or child-
care operations as: teachers
for pre-primary, primary or
secondary schools (includ-
ing Head Start and Early
Head Start programs); staff
at pre-primary, primary or
secondary schools (includ-
ing Head Start and Ear-
ly Head Start programs);
bBus drivers for a pre-pri-
mary, primary or second-
ary schools (including Head
Start and Early Head Start
programs); and staff at li-
censed childcare providers.

Deaths

John (Johnny)
Allen Lee Jr.

John Allen Lee Jr., aka
Johnny, Honey or Dad to his
family and friends, passed
from this life Wednesday, Feb.
10, 2021. At the time of his
death he was residing at the
Evening Star Personal Care
Facility in Alvin. He was 72
years old, five days short of
his 73rd birthday.

He was born Feb. 15, 1948,
in Galveston to parents Joan
Goode Lee and John Allen
Lee Sr. He grew up in San
Leon, Texas. His childhood
consisted of friends, sports,
teasing his sister, riding his
motor scooter, fishing and
hunting. Johnny’s  parents
loved to fish and hunt and
they passed that love to him.
The family would go fishing
or hunting every chance they
got. It did not matter for those
who wanted to go or not, they
were going. Johnny even
spent one summer running
his own crabbing business.
He used an inner tube to travel
from trap to trap and sold his
daily catch to the old Jimmy
Walker’s restaurant in Kemah.

He attended Dickinson
High School and, with his aca-
demics, he excelled in football
and baseball. Johnny loved to
tell the story of hitting a foul
tip off Alvin’s pitcher, Nolan
Ryan. In 2009 he was placed
on the Dickinson Athletic
Wall of Honor. After high
school, he was awarded a
football scholarship to Lamar
Tech in Beaumont along with
one of his best friends Barry
Lussier. Football dorm rooms
were assigned alphabetically,
three players to a room. Lee
and Lussier were assigned
to room with Bob Lakin.
The three L’s remained close
friends long after their college
playing days ended.

After college, Johnny be-
came an educator, a coach,
and ended his career at Dobie
High School in the Pasadena
ISD as an assistant principal.
‘While he loved sports, he al-
ways knew the importance an
education has on a student’s
life. Throughout his career
he spent years teaching and
coaching in several school
districts in the Houston area.
He enriched the lives of hun-
dreds of students.

Early in his career while
working at O’Connell High
School in Galveston Johnny
met and worked with Steve
Jamail. They became close
friends and began working
together again at Dobie High
School. They both retired in
2012 — full of Dobie pride.
They remained close friends
for the remainder of Johnny’s
life. Steve was present with
Johnny and his family when
he passed.

After retirement, Johnny
continued his work at San Ja-
cinto Community College. He
spent many years working for
the weekend college program
helping students return to col-

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Catholic Church

11011 Hall Rd.

Wednesday & Friday
Tuesday & Thursday

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
(Modified during COVID-19)

Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Espafol*

*Also Available on Facebook Live

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)

9 a.m.
7 p.m.

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251
Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord
in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

lege and still work full-time
jobs. In addition to his work
at the college, he had several
other hobbies that kept him
busy. He became a master
whiskey maker, a moonshiner.
No one could leave his house
without first trying his “hon-
ey shine.” As his son said “it
could be 9 a.m. and if some-
one were leaving he would
offer them a shot of shine.”

He became a self-taught
chef. He would watch cooking
shows, memorizing the ingre-
dients and steps, so he could
surprise his family at the end
of the day. It was wonderful
to come home from work to
one of his delicious meals.
Sometimes he was even able
to incorporate ingredients
from his own garden. He
looked forward to the first
Monday of each month so he
could eat lunch and visit with
the “lunch bunch,” his friends
from Dickinson High School.
He enjoyed fishing whenever
he could find the time. He was
always ready for his family’s
yearly vacation in Rockport,
Texas.

He was preceded in death
by his parents and his father-
in-law Paul Michael Stark.

He is survived by his wife
Cathy Lee; son and daughter-
in-law John and Alex Lee;
sister and brother-in-law Su-
sie and Thomas Grubbs; sis-
ter and brother-in-law Rita
Kay and Douglas Rawlings;
mother-in-law Patti Stark; and
brother-in-law Mike Stark. He
is also survived by numerous
nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends. Johnny loved his fam-
ily and friends who will miss
him dearly.

His family and friends will
celebrate his life at a later
date.

The family would like to
express their sincere appre-
ciation to Darla Hall and the
staff of special caregivers at
Evening Star Personal Care
Facility. They loved and cared
for Johnny like he was a mem-
ber of their own family.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests donations be made
to Evening Star Personal Care
Facility, 2960 Rowan Burton
Road, Alvin, Texas 77511.

Louise
Britain

Louise Britain, 95, of
South Belt/Rainbow Valley,
died peacefully of natural
causes at her home Feb. 22,
2021, surrounded by her loved
ones. She was born July. 4,
1925, in Houston and gradu-
ated from Stephen F. Austin
High School.

In 1941, she met Fred Brit-
ain Jr. The couple wed in 1945
and were blessed to have five
children.

Louise dedicated her life to
being a loving and wonderful
wife, mother, grandmother
and great-grandmother. She
found joy and happiness
through her many years with
her growing family and she
made it her mission to im-

prove their lives.

She was passionate about
cooking, gardening and sew-
ing and, when she wasn’t fill-
ing her home with love and
kindness, she was known by
many in the Kirkwood area as
a dedicated Avon representa-
tive for 25 years. The commu-
nity will miss her dearly.

Louise was predeceased by
her husband in 1990; daugh-
ter Karen Elkins in 2020; and
grandson Michael Perry in
2014. She is survived by her
children Terry Britain and
wife Lani, Thomas Britain,
Kristi Lewis and husband
Bryan, and Kenlynn Perry;
grandchildren  Troy  Brit-
ain and wife Kathy, Kindra
Pizarro and fiancé Ernie, Bill
Elkins, Kelly Elkins-Welch,
Laura Downey and husband
Heath, Julianne Urban and
husband Shane, Jay Britain
and wife Tiffany, Jonathan
Lewis, Nicholas Perry and
wife Jessica, Christopher Per-
ry and wife Lauren, Andrew
Perry and partner Mark, Zach-
ary Perry and wife Cheyenne;
and 17 great-grandchildren.

There will be a funeral ser-
vice and Celebration of Life
Friday, March 12, 2021, at
2 p.m. at South Park Funer-
al Home, 1310 N. Main St.,
Pearland.

Leslie C.
Phillips

Leslie Cornelius Phillips,
84, went home to be with his
Lord Feb. 27, 2021. He was
born Aug. 24, 1936, to parents
Dorothy E. (Farr) and Leslie
Phillips in Luling, Texas.

He is preceded in death
by his parents; his son Larry
Phillips; his brother Hugh H.
Phillips; his twin sister Pat-
sy Cowan; and his first wife
Elaine Everheart.

Left to cherish his memo-
ries are his wife Pat Phillips of
more than 42 years; sons Dar-
rin Andrus and wife D’Ann,
Jason Andrus and wife Clar-
issa; sister Sandra J. Stephens
and husband Jay; sister-in-law
Betty Phillips; brother-in-law
Lewis N. Cowan; five grand-
children; two great-grandchil-
dren; and many nieces and
nephews.

Leslie will be greatly
missed by all who knew and
loved him, but his memo-
ry will live forever in their
hearts.

A visitation and funer-
al service were held Friday,
March 5, at the Charlie Mar-
shall Funeral Home Chapel in
Aransas Pass.

Leader
obituary policy
Obituaries submit-

ted to the Leader

are published free
of charge. They are
edited to conform
to the Leader style.

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Cove

based child care for the local community. Director
Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take
perfect care of your children while you work.

§i 281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com
10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair




Double shooting . . .

Continued from Page 1
According to police, in-
vestigators responded to a
double murder scene at a res-
idence at the above address
and were advised by family
members that the suspect,
Hayes, was missing from the
house and possibly armed.
Some family members
took it upon themselves to
track down Hayes following

the shooting. They caught up
with him at Academy Sports
near Edgebrook.

When the family locat-
ed Hayes and attempted to
detain him, the suspect tried
to shoot his uncle but did
not strike him. Investiga-
tors questioned Hayes, and
he was arrested and charged
with three felonies in this
family violence case.

COVID shots expand

Continued from Page 1
disabilities can call the Aging
and Disability Resource Center
at 832-393-5500. Anyone else
needing registration assistance
can contact the COVID-19 call
center at 832-393-4220.

The waitlist was previously
open to people age 65 and old-
er and people age 60 and older

economic and social data.
Johnson & Johnson vax
The Houston Health De-
partment has opened a new
waitlist for its initial allotment
of the one-dose Johnson &
Johnson vaccine. The depart-
ment’s original vaccine waitlist
is for Moderna and Pfizer vac-
cines, which require two doses.

100th day of school celebration at Meador

Meador Elementary celebrated the 100th day of school Feb. 11 with a 100th-day parade and other fun activities.

UHCL
safety
set

In response to Gov. Ab-
bott’s issuance of Executive
Order GA-34, which goes
into effect March 10, the
University of Houston-Clear
Lake takes the health and
safety of its students, staff,
and faculty very seriously.

As such, the university is
seeking additional guidance
on how this executive order
will impact campus safety
measures and health stan-
dards.

All existing safety pro-
tocols will remain in effect
at all UHCL locations un-
til further clarification and
guidance is obtained. Get

with chronic health conditions. Both waitlists are available updates at www.uhcl.edu/
The expansion ensures more at  HoustonEmergency.org/ health-alert.
community members who are covid19 and are open to all age University of  Hous-

eligible will have access.

The NRG Park vaccina-
tion site fully opened Feb. 24.
It will fully vaccinate approx-
imately 126,000 people by
serving 6,000 per day seven
days per week for three weeks
before transitioning to second
doses for three weeks. The
Houston Health Department
schedules 3,000 people per day
for vaccination at the site.

Harris  County  Public
Health also schedules 3,000
appointments per day at the
NRG Park site. Criteria and
registration for the Harris
County waitlist is available at
vacstrac.hctx.net/landing or by
calling 832-927-8787.

The health department will
continue prioritizing people
from its high-risk ZIP codes
when scheduling appoint-
ments. Houston’s high risk
ZIP codes are geographic areas
with people more vulnerable
to severe COVID-19 illness
as identified by positivity rate,
underlying health condition,

groups eligible for vaccination
under the Texas Department of
State Health Services criteria.
The waitlists are used to sched-
ule the department’s allotment
of appointments at the FEMA
community vaccination cen-
ter at NRG Park and its other
vaccination sites. Waitlist reg-
istration is also available by
phone to people age 60 and
older through the Area Agen-
cy on Aging at 832-393-4301.
People with disabilities can
call the Aging and Disability
Resource Center at 832-393-
5500. Anyone else needing
registration assistance can con-
tact the COVID-19 call center
at 832-393-4220.

The Houston Health De-
partment received half of a
12,000-dose allotment of the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine on
March 2 and began administer-
ing it at Bayou City Event Cen-
ter and its other vaccination
sites on March 4. The Johnson
& Johnson vaccine is not being
provided at NRG Park.

Shown above is Daniel Chavez who was named
100th-day king of first grade.

V)

Shown above are pre-K students with 100th-day hats, Da-
nia Gonzalez (left) and Z’nyla Brown.

Shown above are first-graders stacking 100 cups. Left to right,
Jessica Trevino, Thi Yen Trang Hoang, Drayah Brown and Bon-
ni Murillo make a cup pyramid as tall as some students.

Shown above is third-grader Daniel Denova
(left) with his teacher Kacie Hedge.

ton-Clear Lake offers more
than 90 undergraduate and
graduate degree programs,
and three doctoral programs,
from its four colleges, for-
merly known as schools,
which include the College
of Business, College of Ed-
ucation, College of Human
Sciences and Humanities,
and College of Science and
Engineering.

In 2011, the university
gained approval from the
state to add freshman- and
sophomore-level courses to
its roster and welcomed its
first freshman class in fall
2014. For more information
about the university, visit
http://www.uhcl.edu.

To find more UH-Clear
Lake news, visit UH-Clear
Lake’s newsroom, http://
www.uhcl.edu/news, or fol-
low UH-Clear Lake on Face-
book at http://www.face
book.com/UHClearLake,
and Twitter, http://twitter.
com/UHClearLake.
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Spelling bee winner

proud of her.

Frazier Elementary staff congratulates fourth-grad-
er Alexandria Arnes on her third-place finish in the
recent district spelling bee. Arnes won Frazier’s
spelling bee in December and moved on to represent
Frazier at the district level. School officials are very

Hi

Determination letters
aid disaster answers

Anyone who received a
letter from FEMA that says
they’re ineligible for help or
that there is “no decision”
should read the letter carefully.
FEMA may need additional in-
formation from one to contin-
ue processing their application.

If one has insurance and is

Frazier names Dreambox Champs
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Frazier students were recently awarded certificates for being Dreambox Champs for the months of December and teaches various math skills in a fun game-like format. Each month the student in each class who has completed the
January. Dreambox is a math computer program that the students can use both at home and in the classroom that most lessons is recognlzed with a certificate.
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applying for federal assistance,
they must file a claim with
their insurance provider. If ap-
plicable, provide a copy of the
insurance settlement approval
or denial letter.

A few common reasons for
being determined ineligible
or receiving “no decision” in-
clude:

— They are insured. They
should provide a copy of their
insurance settlement approval
or denial letter to FEMA. If
their insurance settlement is
insufficient to meet their disas-
ter-related needs, they may be
eligible for federal assistance.
Contact FEMA to provide any
additional information or doc-
umentation.

— No communication with
FEMA. If one missed an in-
spection and did not follow up
with FEMA, their assistance
could be affected. Be sure
that FEMA has one’s contact
information. If one is unable
to meet with an inspector as
planned, let FEMA know.

— One’s home is safe to
occupy. FEMA housing as-
sistance typically only covers
costs to make one’s home hab-
itable. Damage to nonessential
space, landscaping or spoiled
food is not covered by FEMA
grants.

Anyone who has ques-
tions or needs to speak about
their eligibility status, should
call 800-621-3362, open daily
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Multi-
lingual operators are available.

Applicants can appeal a
FEMA determination. To do
50, one needs to submit sup-
porting information along with
a letter describing in detail the
reason (or reasons) they are ap-
pealing.

One should include one’s
full name, FEMA application
number and disaster number,
predisaster primary residence
address and current phone
number and address on all sub-
mitted documents. One can
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One can submit an appeal
and any associated documen-
tation by:

— Uploading the documen-
tation online at disasterassis
tance.gov.

— Mailing one’s documents
and letter within 60 days of re-
ceiving a determination letter
to the address below. The let-
ter with accompanying docu-
ments should be postmarked
within 60 days of the date on
one’s letter from FEMA re-
garding their eligibility. The
mailing address is:

FEMA  National  Pro-
cessing Service Center, P.O.
Box 10055, Hyattsville, MD
20782-7055. Information can
be faxed to 800-827-8112.

Lok Trizawy -4k 1 - . .

g Lalis L"ccume 3 °ssons A ) Class Champ Class Champ Survivors should register
51 ; - * 2029 Ngurici i i i
5 _lessons g Tanuary 54, — Mauricie oy _ Emave  Loagki g, online at dlsasteras§1stance.
Sembor 2020/anunry 202 L L i : ] — R gov. If one cannot register on-
Ly lessoms _er2020ganuary 205, ng!‘sﬁ;,;)yj = ok N‘::“m oo lcssons line, call 800-621-3362 (TTY:
i PN - Tanuary 202y -

o s 202 0Manuaxy 20 lf. s o i H 3 L& 800'462'7585)' Those who

use a relay service such as a
videophone, Innocaption or
CapTel should update FEMA
with their specific number as-
signed to that service.

FEMA'’s mission is helping
people before, during, and af-
ter disasters. Disaster recovery
assistance is available without
regard to race, color, religion,
nationality, sex, age, disabili-
ty, English proficiency or eco-
nomic status.

If one has been discriminat-
ed against, call FEMA toll-free
at 800-621-3362 (TTY: 800-
462-7585). Multilingual oper-
ators are available. (Press 2 for

Kobee Rodriguez completed 46
lessons.

Mauricio Amaya completed 70
lessons.

Luke Irizarry completed 65 les-
sons.

Marie Sanchez completed 64 les-
sons.

Emare Washington completed 25
lessons.

Left: Miguel Armenta
completed 50 lessons.

s DreamB’i);
Class Champ
Eni lu_Brrpenta
_ 9% lessons

December 2020/ January 20

Right: Sebastian Galan
completed 40 lessons.

Miguel femento— % Spanish.)
s A . 7 Follow on Twitter at
ns
Orzorah Herrera completed 107 lessons. Emily Armenta completed 95 lessons. _se L RO https://twitter.com/FEMARe

gion6.
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Mustache Day.

First-grader Bonni Murillo wears a
creative mask on Lorax Mustache Day.

Second-grader Eliannys Fuentes and
kindergarten sibling Samuel Fuentes
made personalized masks on Lorax

Meador celebrates Dr. Seuss’ birthday

Meador Elementary School celebrated Read Across America the week of March 1 to promote reading and
to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday. Each day was a different theme with students and staff dressing as Dr.
Seuss characters and a Dr. Seuss book was read aloud to the students.

Pre-K student Galilea Torrez has a
perfect outfit for Cat in the Hat day.

Principal Beverly Bolton reads “The
Cat In The Hat” to the students.

First-grader Joseph Moreno gives a
big smile behind his mask.

First-grader Maximus Rivera pos-
es on Lorax Mustache Day.

Zia

Firefighters respond to three area fires

Continued from Page 1
property.

The cause of the fire was
still under investigation at
press time.

No injuries were report-
ed.

Firefighters from stations
26, 70, 61, 93 and 24 re-
sponded to this incident.

Later that day around
7:20 p.m., a house caught
fire in the 10800 block of
Heathercliff near Fuqua and
Monroe.

Firefighters arrived on
scene within six minutes
to find smoke coming from
the front door of a one-story
house.

They made an offensive
attack and conducted a pri-
mary search. The fire was

found and quickly knocked
down.

The residents had been
cooking when the oven
caught fire. They were able
to remove the burning food;
however, the fire had spread
to the surrounding wood
trim.

The home was not livable
and the family stated they
had somewhere to stay.

Firefighters helped the
occupants remove some of
their belongings and advised
them to have an electrician
check the home before they
turned the power back on

Firefighters also evalu-
ated one resident on scene
to ensure they were not in-
jured.

According to fire de-

partment officials, there
was approximately $30,000
in damage. Firefighters
were able to save roughly
$180,000 in property.

The fire was determined
by investigators to be unin-
tentional.

No injuries were report-
ed.

Crews from stations 52,
26, 70, 61, 29 and 24 re-
sponded to this incident.

Houston firefighters re-
sponded to an apartment fire
around 2:55 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 26, in the 10300 block
of Bessemer near Edge-
brook and the Gulf Freeway.

According to fire depart-
ment officials, firefighters
arrived on scene within three
minutes to find light smoke

coming from a house.

They entered the home
and began an attack on the
fire. The power was cut, and
crews pulled the ceiling.

After the fire was extin-
guished, investigators said
it appeared that an electri-
cal failure caused by a faulty
wire in direct contact with
metal piping caused the fire.
The fire determined to be
unintentional, caused failure
of equipment or heat source.

The blaze caused approx-
imately $3,000 in damage,

Firefighters were able to
save roughly $139,000 in
property.

No reported injuries.

Firefighters from stations
26, 70, 29, 52 and 61 re-
sponded to this incident.

Burnett celebrates Go Texan Day
q

Burnett Elementary students celebrated Western
Heritage last week as they geared up in their favorite

hats and shiny boots.

Shown left sporting their western wear are, left to
right, Kevin Aguilar, Vince Depaz, Dylan Canales, An-
gel Castillo, Diego Mejia and Daniel Prado.
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Shown abo
Elizalde.

At left, donning western attire are, left to right, Zae’Vi-
on Lee, Sebastian Gonzalez, America Cabrera, Adriel
Castillo, Mateo Rubio and Dara Martinez.

ve are Eiza Hernandez (left) and Helen

i

Fernanda Estrada.

Two CTHS students in the EMT program advanced to the state HOSA compe-
tition both coming in third place. Shown above are Kadence Medina (left) and

NS

Fun run March 27

Continued from Page 1
pastor Jim Kilgore after
riding through Manila and
seeing just a portion of the
400,000  street  children
hungry and homeless. His
passion and burden led to
the creation of this facility
named for his mother, Imo-
gene Kilgore.

This facility is in its
eighth year of operation and
currently houses more than
118 children who are also
clothed, educated and giv-
en medical care by a loving,
trained staff.

To learn more about Ima’s
Home, visit https://www.
imashome.com.

To register for the 5K run,
visit www.imashome.com/
events and fill in the infor-
mation. Registration for the
5K run is $35.

The Kids 1K is $25 and
will take place immediately
following the 5K in the park-
ing lot in a safe, secure envi-
ronment.

If one is unable to par-
ticipate and would like to
make a donation, visit www.
imashome.com/events  and
click on the “Give” tab.

Ima’s Home for Children
is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt,
nonprofit organization and
is 100 percent funded by pri-
vate donations.

ASK offers self-defense

The American Society of Karate offers free self-defense

classes.

No previous self-defense or martial arts experience is nec-
essary. Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/askselfdef for free virtu-
al self-defense.

Details on additional martial arts virtual courses for all
ages are found at askkarate.com -->Online classes-->Mind

Body Site.

Email online@askkarate.com or call 281-571-3697 for
more information.

Remember When

45 years ago (1976)

The Sagemont Spurs girls’
soccer team from the South
Belt area represented the Bay
area conference in the State
Playoffs in San Antonio.

Sagemont Civic Club vot-
ed to spend $1,000 on vari-
ous community projects in-
cluding sponsoring two Little
League teams, a scholarship
and a donation to the South-
east Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

40 years ago (1981)

The Sagemont station of
the Houston Fire Department
received an 18-foot flood res-
cue boat. The air Gator boat
was purchased for approxi-
mately $12,000.

Herbert J. “Bo” Brown
told police he heard shots
upon arriving home from his
job at approximately 1 a.m.
when he discovered his sis-
ter Suzanne, 21, holding a
gun in their parents bedroom.
He told police that both of
his parents had been shot by
Suzanne and he wrestled the
gun away from her before she
went into the kitchen and got
a knife with which she began
stabbing him. According to
police, Bo then shot his sister
in self-defense and she died
of chest wounds.

35 years ago (1986)

Mandy Schubert, daughter
of Rudy and Jennie Schubert,
was selected as deputy corps
commander for her senior
year, the highest rank ever
bestowed on a female cadette
in the Texas A&M Corps of
Cadettes.

A group of fourth-graders
at Weber Elementary hoped
to change the “rules of war”
by convincing state and fed-
eral government officials to
rejoin the battle to obtain
the Alamo flag which was
housed in a museum in Mex-
ico City.

30 years ago (1991)

For the first time in seven
years, people could actually
see construction progress of
400 feet on the extension of
Fuqua from Palmhill to State
Highway 3.

Students at Beverly Hills
Intermediate School found

themselves with a new sched-
ule type that allowed students
to take eight courses instead
of seven.

25 years ago (1996)

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency began testing
Clear Creek for Brio-related
toxic chemicals.

A car crashed through the
kitchen of Mrs. Eddy Aba-
jue demolishing a table and
chairs at which she had been
sitting just minutes earlier.

20 years ago (2001)

Thompson academic team
advanced to nationals for the
ninth consecutive year.

Olympic  gold-medalist
Christa Williams helped hon-
or the TCB all-stars that won
a national title.

Thompson increased se-

curity with metal detectors
following the discovery of a
written threat.

Three fifth-grade and one
fourth-grade Burnett Ele-
mentary students went to the
district’s guidance center as
the result of an altercation.
Three of the four involved
were carrying weapons.

Department of Public
Safety officers solved the
mystery of the cause of Drill
James (DJ) Purifoy’s death.
According to troopers, Pu-
rifoy and his friends began
an argument on the ferry.
Purifoy walked off the ferry
before it left Bolivar when a
motorist from Katy hit him.
The driver turned himself in
after being identified.

15 years ago (2006)

The city of Houston’s Of-
fice of Emergency Manage-
ment made residents aware
of the ability to register for
assistance in case of a hurri-
cane evacuation.

The Thompson Intermedi-
ate Academic Team defeated
the Beverly Hills Academic
Team to earn the top place in
PISD. The Thompson team
advanced to the National Ac-
ademic League.

A local convenience store
on Hughes at Beamer was
caught selling alcohol to
minors for the second time
during a sting coordinated by
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission.

Clear Brook High School
presented an alcohol-relat-
ed simulated traffic accident

alongside the campus. Five

seniors portrayed victims of a

DWTI accident in the presenta-

tion of “Shattered Dreams.”
10 years ago (2011)

An arrest was made in
the fatal shooting of David
Davila. Jorge Alaniz, 28,
was charged with murder in
the 177th Criminal District
Court.

Following a two-year
investigation, deputies from
the Harris County Precinct 2
Constable’s office arrested
five suspects in connection
with as many as 20 possible
local home  burglaries.
Marcus Dejean, 18; Deron
Waines, 18; Tierre Williams,
18; Adrian Lewis, 19; and
Jeremy Karnes, 18, were all
charged with burglary of a

habitation. The suspects were
reportedly tied to burglaries
in the 8800 block of Chelsea
Brook, the 10300 block of
Sagevale, the 10300 block of
Kirkvale, the 11600 block of
Grapewood, the 10100 block
of Holly Vine and the 11400
block of Sageking.
5 years ago (2016)

The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District officially
dedicated the new Marshall
Kendrick Middle  School
Tuesday, March 8. Named
in honor of longtime PISD
board member Marshall Ken-
drick, the campus, located at
3000 Watters Road in Pas-
adena, opened the previous
August.

1 year ago (2020)

While there were no

.. .
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Over The Back Fence by Atexis
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EVIE TURNS SEVEN!

Stacey (Hayes) and Stephen Flowers of
League City celebrate the seventh birthday of
their daughter, Evelyn “Evie” Faith Flowers,
on Thursday, March 11. Proud grandparents
are Jannie and Robert Scarberry, former
longtime South Belt residents, and Karen
and Mike Flowers of Dickinson. Sharing
in the celebration are big sister Kennedy;
big brother Owen; aunt Jenny (Hayes)
Laney Scarberry; uncles Joseph Hayes
and Austin and Tyler Scarberry; and cous-
ins Brayden and Baylee Espinosa, Olivia
Moreno and Jade and Lily Scarberry.
Stacey is a 2005 Dobie High School gradu-
ate.

LARRY CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY

Best wishes for a wonderful birthday
Friday, March 17, are sent to local business-
man Larry Morgan from his wife Mary Ellen,
family, friends and the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE

The following personnel and staff of the
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays March 11 through March 17,
2021.

Atkinson Elementary

Sing a verse of a happy birthday song
March 11 to Donna Koonce. Remember
to wish Manuela Juarez a happy birthday
March 15. Break out the balloons and party

favors March 16 for Tiffany Aldridge.
Burnett Elementary
Light the candles on a double-layer cake
for Hong Doan and Maria Ruiz on March 15.
Frazier Elementary
Blow out the candles March 15 for Mirtha
Hernandez.
Genoa Elementary
The day for a party for Veronica August
is March 13.
Meador Elementary
Remember to wish Hannah Schaper a
happy birthday March 11. Bring out the party
favors and balloons for Marissa Nevarez
March 13. Myriam Garcia celebrates a birth-
day March 14.
Moore Elementary
Join in the birthday fun March 15 for
Esmeralda Chacon.
Melillo Middle School
The day to celebrate with a cake and ice
cream for Troy Ralls is March 14.
Roberts Middle School
Enjoying a special birthday March 14 is
Crystal Polo.
Thompson Intermediate
Give a birthday shoutout March 12 to
Elida Torres.
Dobie High
Adrian Amador and Sandra Rodriguez
share a birthday March 12. On March 14,

triple birthday wishes are sent to Robert
McGuill. Blow out the birthday candles
March 16 for Clara Ullman. Birthday greet-
ings are sent to Karrie Valerio who cele-
brates a birthday March 17.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

Thursday, March 11: Raquel Loya,
Michael Martinez, Jesus Romero and
Irma Manriquez; Friday, March 12: Debbie
Clark, Maria Riojas, Debbie Johnson and
Heather Murphy Burris; Saturday, March
13: Matthew Hanks, Heidi Delk, Shane
Terry, Sharon Jobe, Max Hernandez and
Becky Gilley; Sunday, March 14: Allison
Weatherly, Chris Williams, Curtis Scope,
Ron Shafer and Angelique Garcia;
Monday, March 15: Teri Posey, John
Dies, Renee Guillot-Rodriguez, Jeanne
Cook, Christopher Lozano and Melissa
Robinson; Tuesday, March 16: Brandy
Pimental, Kelly Cobble, Nathan Lewis and
Nikki Pullin; and Wednesday, March 17:
Nickole Chapman, Yvonne Russell, Sherri
Golightly and Larry Morgan.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line
by Friday noon for the next week’s publi-
cation. For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends
Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

known local cases of
COVID-19 yet, city officials
and South Belt residents
began to take precautions
to prevent the disease from
spreading. Fears of the vi-
rus caused a shortage at area
stores of supplies, such as
hand sanitizer, toilet paper
and water as many residents
prepared for the worst. On
March 11, Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner issued an
emergency health declaration
and announced that all city
events would be canceled
until further notice, includ-
ing the remainder of the 2020
Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo. Schools remained
open, as officials further
monitored the situation.

The Clear Creek ISD
board of trustees unanimous-
ly approved the appointment
of Dr. Sharon Lopez as the
new principal of Clear Brook
High School. She took over
for Dr. Michele Staley, who
was named as CCISD’s new
executive director of special
services. Lopez returned to
Clear Brook High School,
where she previously served
as an assistant and associate
principal for eight years. She
left the position as principal
of Seabrook Intermediate.

This was her 21st year as
an educator and 11th year in
CCISD. She earned a Bach-
elor of Science in kinesiolo-
gy from Sam Houston State
University; a Master of Sci-
ence in educational manage-
ment from the University of
Houston—Clear Lake; and a
doctorate in education from
Texas A&M University.

LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a (Mix
Beverage Permit and FB by TFC Seafood
LLC dba The Famous Crab Cajun Seafood
N’ Opyster), to be located at 12130 Dickin-
son Rd, Houston, Harris County, Texas.
Officers of said corporation are Raymon
Lin, Wei Zheng.
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FEATURING

EsTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

The Right BRA,

The Right Form! by JODEE
Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After
Breast Surgery Needs.
Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION
F WIG!

[e] S &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street
League City
281-332-6407

Beat Friends Boutique

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

Sense Prices

Groom & Board

Exceptional Grooming at Common

281-484-9655

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes
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EURNITURE RE-DO

e Re-Pair

e Re-Glue
‘We Re-Do For You’

For Free Estimates Call:

281-481-3216
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: Jeff Davis

e Re-Finish
* Re-Screw
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

At 9-4, Lady Longhorns pass eye test as 22-6A top contender

By John Bechtle games. A 6-0 victory over
Sports Editor Channelview to open Dis-
Nine wins in 13 overall trict 22-6A play, featuring

Team now 15-4

After 22 days,
SJC hits field

Sophomore  pitcher
Cat Cavazos dazzled
in wins over Tyler and

with a solo shot from Bel-
la Perez to pave the way.
Barba drove in four
runs in the game, and
Jasmin Benitez had two
hits including a triple and
scored a pair of runs. Ash-
ley Napper also had 2 hits.
Continued on Page 6

the Sienna Classic at Do-
bie, and Brazoswood’s
Preston Tanner struck out
nine over six innings in
a 4-0 shutout a day later,
but Dobie won three oth-
er games by a combined
score of 30-6 in getting to
9-4 overall.

a no-hitter from sopho-
more Marisa Perla.

The Dobie varsity soft-
ball team has certainly
looked the part of front-
runner through the open-
ing three weeks of the
season, and now comes
the uninterrupted chance

Rackley has also watched
as a senior-driven lineup
has delivered again and
again to this point.
Angleton’s Bree Dent
scattered five hits and al-
lowed just one run March
4 as the Wildcats defeat-
ed Dobie 4-1 as part of

Dobie’s strong overall
week began March 2 as
Perla no-hit Channelview
on the road as Dobie won
the 22-6A opener 6-0.

The Lady Longhorns
banged out 11 hits overall
and got a two-run homer
from Karlie Barba to go

*
Toni Muse innings, allowing just
three hits as the visitors

won the opener.

Moving Families

For 35 Years!
GREEN AND
ASSOCIATES

REALTORS®

#Experience Matters — over 35
years of Selling Real Estate.

#Former Remax Hall Of Fame
Member

#Call me and lets talk
Real Estate!

281-389-6519
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Haciendas
MEXICAN] GRILELE

Limited Indoor Seating
Available!

Order Online @
www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Curbside pickup available.
Margaritas available with food orders!
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt  281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

NASA - 281-557-3500 1020 Nasa Roap 1 @ 45
League City * 281-334-2175 2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150
Stafford ¢ 281-240-3060 12821 Southwest Frwy.

Choose DAN'’S to Dinel!

20 Wings and Fries $18.99
Every Day Carry-Out Specials $8.99
16-inch single topping or
12-inch 3-topping

Local Delivery/ CurbSIde Pick-Up

281-369-9000

12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thur.11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.
11 am. to 11 p.m. Fri & Sat.

to prove it.

The Lady Longhorns
went up against Pasadena
March 9 after press time
and will now head to Deer
Park March 12 for what
figures to be a battle of top
contenders. Game time is
7 p.m.

To this point in the sea-
son, it’s hard to imagine
the script playing out any
better for Dobie than it
has.

Perla and junior team-
mate Karlie Barba have
become a solid 1-2 pitch-
ing punch in either order,
and both have been forces
at the plate.

Head coach Robin

Paris as the San Jacinto
College softball team
went 2-2 to jump-start
its season.

Due to COVID-19
concerns in addition to
a winter storm that hin-
dered travel, the Coyotes
went 22 days without
playing a game.

Now, the National
Junior College Athletic
Association’s  Division
I l4th-ranked team is
eyeing a strong push in

Cavazos then tossed
a one-hitter in the 1-0
nightcap win for the lo-
cals as she fanned 10.

Tabby Burnett dou-
bled twice for San Jacin-
to and scored the game’s
lone run on a run-scoring
double by Lexi Saenz.

In a 9-0 win over Par-
is March 5, San Jacinto
scored four runs in the
first inning as Tamera
McKnight was 3 for 3
with two runs scored and

At right, Dobie soph-
omore pitcher Mari-
sa Perla (11), shown
in action during the
March 4-6 Sienna In-
vitational at Dobie,
got the Lady Long-
horns off and running
in District 22-6A play
March 2 at Chan-
nelview with a no-hit-
ter against the Falcons.
Now, Perla and Dobie
will turn their collec-
tive attention to Deer
Park March 12 at Deer
Park.

Photo by Gloria Wallace

five more batted in.

Cavazos went five in-
nings for the victory, al-
lowing just two hits and
striking out nine.

Paris won the second
game 8-0 as San Jacinto
slipped to 15-4 overall in
2021.

conference play.

The Coyotes returned
to action March 3 in a
doubleheader  against
Tyler as the Apaches
took the opener 6-1 on
the South campus.

Tyler pitcher Ryleigh

3 959 A

wwiv ol Daiy Special - $9.99

281-484-3083 ”
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Now enrolling for the fall 2020 term.

We are set up to assist our students

with their online learning.

JED boys’ soccer surges toward another crown

It may very well be that
Channelview will lead
the District 22-6A varsity

boys’ soccer race most of

the way - until Dobie wins
the championship on the
final day of the regular
season.

Heading into March
9 action after press time,
Channelview in fact held
a one-point lead over the
Longhorns.

Title Hunt
Dobie boys
Vs.

S. Houston
Fri., March 12
Veterans, 6:30 p.m.

Trouble is for Chan-
nelview, the Falcons had

just one more game re-

maining against South
Houston March 9.

A win would give the
Falcons 28 points to close
out the regular season at
9-2-1.

As for Dobie, the Long-
horns had a March 9 game
against Rayburn to be fol-
lowed by a March 12 clos-

TEXAN BANKIS A
SBA APPROVED

LENDER

CALL US TODAY TO APPLY FOR THE

PAYCHECK PROTECTION

PROGRAM

pexan B

ank CARES

Bd TEXAN BANK

BANKING TO THE N™ DEGREE.

Houston * Friendswood ¢ Clear Lake

Sugar Land ¢ River Oaks

(281) 276-1800

WWW. TEXANBANK.

COM

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

er against South Houston.
The Longhorns, already
winners of seven straight,

will likely need to win
their final two matches in
order to secure a seventh

ety

e

Denton went six solid
(between 1-45 & Hwy 3)

USA KARATE
Call for our weekly rate specials!

* Weekly Fee COME LEARN:
Includes Karate * RESPECT
straight District 22-6A  Now 14-3-1 overall and Training = 7 +FOCUS
crown, but the bottom line 8-2-0 in league play, the . * CONFIDENCE
is it’s reachable. Longhorns inched a step s pr— VS « DISCIPLINE
closer March 5 with a 3-1 oo ovsness « AND MORE

win over Pasadena Memo-
rial.
Isaac Cortez had a goal
and an assist as the ju-
Continued on Page 6

11101 Resource Pkwy. 281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109 832-736-9006

We have space available at each location

Roy hiflet Realtos
281-481-3733

SHIFLETT |
REALTORS

281-481-3733

% 50 Years Experience
% Great Office Location

% Knowledgeable
Personal Service

The Name You Know! oV
With Experience You Can Trust! LGy

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value) Z81AB1SZ8S

w7 LIKE US ON
facebook

Dobie senior forward Gerardo Martinez (99) has contributed five goals and
a team-high 10 assists as the Longhorns’ varsity soccer team rolled to seven

straight league wins heading into play March 9.

JFD baseball wins three;
GCISD tourney is next

The Dobie varsity base-
ball team hopes to gain
more momentum with an
appearance at the Bay-
town Invitational March
11-13 after winning three
of four at the Pasadena

ISD tournament.

The Longhorns entered
play at the Pasadena three-
day event with an 0-6 re-
cord but bounced back
with wins in three of four

Continued on Page 6

A Trip to Baytown

JFD vs. Kingwood
March 11, 8:15 p.m., Sterling H.S.

JFD vs Kingwood Park
March 12, 9 a.m., GCM H.S.

JED vs. Conroe
March 12, 11:15 a.m., GCM H.S.

JFD vs. Episcopal
March 12, 10 a.m., Lee H.S.

Call Today! Bwa®

Photo by Donna Alsdorf
APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)
All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

] = ] _
Kwik Kar.
LUBE « AUTO REPAIR No need to wait Off Auto
CARWASH shuttle service $1 0 Alignment
Now HiriNG CasHIERs, CAR WasH NOW available!! ottt oy e oo Cﬁ/ﬂﬁ
PersONNEL & Luse TECHNICIANS  *“shuitle service 11210 Scarsdale \-—

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 5pm Jiﬂ'hy..??é'?#.'ﬁa (Between I-45 & Beamer) ISLAND BREEZE
Sun. 9am - 5pm radius** 281-484-5945

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes “Wash & Go in under 5 mm.”

The Works
Includes

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

* Rain-Guard

* Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

o Clear Coat Protectant

Express
Exterior

* Wash
« High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

Includes “Express
Exterior” Plus

o Tri-Color Wax

* Wheel Cleaning

(In Tunnel) $29

° Underbody Rinse  *yonthly

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
 Underbody Rinse

o Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

o Clear Coat Protectant

‘35

‘Monthly

*MoNTHLY UNLIMITED WaAsH PLans (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change $29.99

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil) plus

© Install New Oil Filter * Check &Fill Transmission Fluid * Check & Fill Windshield Washer F R E E

 Complete Chassis Lube o Check Air Pressure in all Tires  Vacuum Interior
Car Wash

* Check PCV Valve
* Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
o Check Brake Fluid * Check Gear Boxes o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter o Check Belts
o Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid. o Check Battery Fluid  Check Breather Element  Check Wiper Blades
Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Qil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/28/21.
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Davis twins ready to pace Lamar University during spring campaign

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

Their college football
journey began in the fall
of 2017 at Missouri South-
ern State University in Jo-
plin, Mo., but Dobie High
School graduates Jacoby
and Jeremy Davis have
now settled in nicely at
Lamar University in Beau-
mont.

Both looked to contrib-
ute this spring season as

the Cardinals began an ab-
breviated 6-game South-
land Conference schedule
earlier this month.

Lamar will transition to
the Western Athletic Con-
ference this fall during the
regular 2021 season, and
the Davises are committed
to that campaign as well
before determining what
the future holds.

Looking back at the
spring prior to their gradu-

ation from Dobie in 2017,
the Davis twins were part
of a large group of seniors
choosing to play college
football.

Back then, Jeremy, who
had been the Longhorns’
starting quarterback as a
senior, still had his sights
set on the signal-caller po-
sition despite drawing a
decent amount of interest
as a tight end at the college
level.

Jacoby, meanwhile,
stuck at receiver both at
Dobie and heading into
the college ranks.

The Davis duo chose
Missouri Southern State
University in  Joplin,
where Jeremy caught 11
passes for 120 yards and
four touchdowns as a tight
end and Jacoby earned
time at receiver.

After two seasons,
it was simply time for a

change of scenery and
perhaps a move closer to
home.

Now at Lamar after a
redshirt season and a post-
poned 2020 fall season
stalled by the coronavirus,
Jacoby and Jeremy now
make up a large portion
of the Cardinals’ tight end
room.

“There’s been a lot of
excitement out there on
the field, particularly after

HTX 8-under Hustlers are first at Sugar Land

=g

The South Belt-based 8-under HTX Hustlers took first place at
the March Mayhem Invitational in Sugar Land in their first out-
ing as a select team. Members of the team include, left to right,
(front row) zzy Rocha, Madeline Herrera, Zoie Escobar, Chloe

Vasquez, Emma Hernandez (middle row) Sophia Garza, Khloe
Williams, Sophia Nava, Victoria Tamayo, Mila Elizondo, Ciara
Frias, Mandy Hall (back row) coaches Danny Garza, Dee Esco-
bar and Aaron Vasquez.

not being able to play in
the fall,” Jeremy said.

“Everybody is just
looking for the chance to
contribute to the success
of the team and do whatev-
er we can to win games.”

Jacoby, who has gained
weight as part of a shift to
tight end, echoed some of
his brother’s sentiments,
adding,

“Just having the chance
to be out there on the field
contributing is all any of
us want. Regardless of
who plays when, it’s all
about making something
positive happen when you
are out there.”

Former longtime mem-
bers of the Southbelt Dol-
phins youth organization
before playing at Bever-
ly Hills Intermediate and
then Dobie, the Davises
understand the gridiron
grind will end sooner or
later, but they are focused
on the here and now.

Jeremy has spent a good
portion of the preseason
as the starter at tight end,
with the Cardinals em-
ploying their tight ends in
hybrid roles, frequently
aligned off the ball along
the line of scrimmage.

Lamar University me-
dia has identified Jeremy
as a solid blocking tight
end, yet he aims to be
much more.

Jeremy said first-year
Lamar head coach Blane
Morgan and his staff have
instituted a series of plays
predicated on getting Da-
vis, 6-foot-5, 240 pounds,
the football.

“If the team needs me
to block, that’s what I'll
do,” Jeremy said.

“But when I get the
ball in my hands, I’'m also
looking forward to making
plays.”

Following this mini six-

Hustle 6U
WIins crown

At right, the South
Belt Girls Softball
Association’s  6-un-
der Hustle went un-
defeated to win the
tournament champi-
onship at the South
Houston Girls Soft-
ball Association’s
Invitational. Mem-
bers of the team are,
left to right, (front
row) Emma Hino-
jos, Charlize Nunez,
Elizabella Echegoy-
en, Avery Romero,
(back row) Addison
Hampton, Kamila
Martinez, Annabelle
Trevino, Audrey Tor-
res, Taylor Hender-
son, Mykah Gibson
and Montse Villa.

Brandon Waddell, son of Dobie graduates Terrie (Birdsong) and Charles
Waddell, was inducted into the University of Virginia baseball Hall of Fame
earlier this year. A left-handed pitcher now in the Minnesota Twins organi-
zation, Waddell pitched in two College World Series runs with the Cavaliers,
including the 2015 championship season for the program. Waddell made five
CWS starts, with Virginia 5-0 in those starts. He went 6-1 with a 2.34 earned

viREmER

BASEBALL

tha Waddell.

run average in 11 career NCAA tournament starts over the 2013 through 2015
seasons. He ranks seventh in UVA baseball history in both career wins (21)
and strikeouts (246). Now 26, Waddell made his MLB debut with the Pitts-
burgh Pirates in 2020 and has since landed in the Minnesota Twins organiza-
tion. Above, Brandon Waddell (second from left), is shown with his mother,
Terri (Birdsong) Waddell; his father, Charles Waddell; and his sister, Saman-
Photos courtesy of Samantha Waddell

game run in the Southland
Conference, Lamar Uni-
versity will then shift to
the WAC this fall.

Also this fall, the Da-
vis twins plan to complete
their degree studies.

Jacoby is in a gener-
al studies program with
an emphasis on business,

while Jeremy is well on
his way to a physical edu-
cation degree.

“We just enjoy the fam-
ily culture here,” Jacoby
said.

“Really, there’s a bunch
of younger guys in the
program, so we just try to
show the way with some

of our experience.

“There’s obviously a
big focus on academics,
and Jeremy and I under-
stand that balance between
academics and football.

It’'s been good here
at Lamar, and we’re just
ready to get back out there
on the field.”

Dobie graduates Jacoby (left) and Jeremy Davis are enjoying the 2021 spring
season at Lamar University, where Jeremy has caught five passes for 28 yards
and a touchdown through two games.

Dobie boys’ soccer closes in

Continued from Page 5

nior now has a team-high
20 goals and has added
eight assists. Jean Arre-
guin and Jordi Garcia also
scored for the Longhorns,
who are, quite simply,

rolling.

Gerardo Martinez had
his team-best 10th assist
against Memorial and also
has five goals, and Torres
has eight goals and three
assists.

Yes, the Longhorns
must still finish the deal,
but the odds are on their
side after the seven wins
and all 21 of a possible 21
points over that stretch.
It’s called taking control.

Longhorn baseball wins 3

Continued from Page 5
games to get rolling.

Coming up big in a pair
of games March 4 at Do-
bie, the Longhorns first
punished First Baptist
13-0 and then turned back
Houston Austin 17-0.

Christian Padua came
up big for the locals in
the win over First Baptist,
going five shutout frames
and allowing just two hits
while striking out seven
and walking none.

Juan Estrada was 2 for
4 with two runs scored and
three driven in, and Noah
Torres had a hit, scored
twice and batted in anoth-

er.

Mikey Torres knocked
in a pair of runs, and Ja-
cob Perez and Colton Cox
were both 1 for 2 with a
run scored and two driven
in.

Gavin Carrillo, Noah
Torres, Mikey Torres and
Estrada all drove in three
runs each as the Long-
horns handled Austin.

Noah Torres went three
innings on the mound for
the victory.

Manuel Contreras was
the pacesetter in a 5-1 win
over Baytown Sterling
March 5. Contreras started
on the mound and went 5

2/3 innings, scattering six
hits and giving up just the
one earned run.

Contreras also had a hit,
scored a run and drove in
another. Ryan Saxton and
Perez doubled, with Sax-
ton 2 for 2 with two runs
scored and Perez with an
RBIL

In the tournament finale
at Dobie March 6, MacAr-
thur’s Ryan Dollar tossed
a no-hitter and struck out
nine in a 5-1 win over the
Longhorns.

Dollar also went 2 for 2
at the plate and knocked in
arun to lead the Generals’

Lady Horns out to 9 4 start

Continued from Page 5

As for Perla in the cir-
cle, she threw 97 total
pitches, fanning four and
walking a pair.

Moving ahead to the
Sienna Classic over three
days March 4-6 at Dobie,
Dent surrendered a tri-
ple to Karlie Barba and a
double to Perla but other-
wise was in control for the
Wildcats in the 4-1 win.

Later in the day, Dobie
fell behind early as Klein
Collins enjoyed a three-
run first inning, but the lo-
cals rallied with four runs
in the third and three more
in the fourth en route to an
8-5 win.

Karlie Barba had a
two-run triple, and Yesse-
nia Pena, Perez and Perla
doubled. Benitez was 2 for
3 with a run scored, and
Barba drove in three runs
and scored a pair.

Perla went 2 for 3 with
two runs batted in, and
also earned the pitching
win.

Hailey Henderson
drove in four runs and
Gabby Galvan doubled
twice as the Lady Long-
horns ran past Humble
12-0 to begin March 5 ac-
tion.

Sandra Quiroz-Catalan
was terrific in the circle,
going the first three frames

for the win. Unfortunately,
the day ended with Bra-
zoswood’s 4-0 win.

In the event finale, Do-
bie cruised past Cy-Fair as
Leslie Longoria had two
hits and scored a pair of
runs.

Aliyah Barajas was 2
for 3 with three runs driv-
en in, and Benitez had two
hits and drove in four runs.
Galvan scored three runs.

Perla, who pitched four
innings for the win, also
had two runs batted in.

Now comes a key 22-
6A battle with longtime
rival Deer Park as the top
contenders begin to rise
above.

Dobie third baseman Colton Cox (17) has come through in a big way of late as
the Longhorns have won three of four games after starting the season at 0-6.
Now, the Longhorns are headed to Baytown for a three-day tournament begin-

ning March 11.

Photo by Gloria Wallace
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SERVICE
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TACLB26543E

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

Free Estimates on New Equipment

Amertcam Stamdard.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

281-484-1818 4403 F.M.2351
GET IT TODAY!

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally
friendly services [ #

with your '
children and pets’
safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

22 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

We service all major home appliances.
Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

Same Day SERvicE

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Heating Systems
on Sale Now
Call for Free Estimates.

MM

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
o, ]

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

After Hours Plumbing Service

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer ¢ Water Heaters ¢ Drains
Leaks ¢ Water  Repairs » Gas

Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Espanol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
_— www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441 M-

Mossrcara

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION 3~

www. YourCompleteHomeCare.com

713-944-5257

Quality Work - Dependable
Free Estimates - References

We have been Same
Name & Phone
Number Since 1991

Painting Interior If you want a
e Siding All Types - Floors oty Tob
& Exterior . N we are the
» . Conversions - Patios — Fences  ones for you
Additions - Kitchens ¢y, orote . Carpentry Work
Bathrooms - Garages Owner: Myron Lewis

Please Check Us Out — We Are Here To Stay

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell 281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover II1

Master License # 8069

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
*Genie ®Craftsman eLift Master ®Chamberlain

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

Q

2. Ruben Mufioz — MPL 17449

Greater Horston

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING

A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR
* BATHS / KITCHENS « ROOM ADDITIONS
¢ PAINTING* FLOORING ¢ SHEETROCK WORK
* SIDING ¢ ROOFING * CONCRETE * FENCES
* GARAGE CONVERSION ¢ INTEGRITY
* COMMUNICATION ¢ QUALITY

281-487-2234 rererences - 3o+vns:xp

JT Garage Door Systems

Repair, Replace, Install
Over 20 Years of Experience

Free
Estimates

Contact Jason Teel ’
281-991-7697 -

Flood Disaster

GULF TEX REMODELING

Residential & Commercial - Insured

Kitchens « Baths » Plumbing ¢ Painting » Sheetrock * Flooring
Patios * Concrete * Fences * Commercial Design & Build Out

Serving Houston for over 25 years
832-891-4610

Free
Specialist

Estimates

11555 Beamer

South Belt
Graphics X Printing

One stop for all your printing
needs

281-484-4337

A & M PAINTING

« PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING « SHEETROCK

* TAPE & FLOAT « DEMOLITION « HAULING * FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

* WATER LEAKS

* WATER HEATERS

« SEWER STOPPAGES
* WATER RE-PIPING
EESEETTAL e commEReiAt.  « LEASE SPACES

8-32.896.9860 + CAMERA INSPECTIONS
Ismael Zermeno  RMPL 40258 Izplumhing09@yahoo.com

ﬂo @

PI_UMBING

visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

ELECTRIC

REPAIRS
INSTAI.LATIONS
* Free Estimates
* Senior Citizen Disc.
+ No Service Charge
* Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
* Insured
— * TECL#21246
- = Q
nass?
—
-y e accept most major cred cards,

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

-
perlpen

Support
Leader

Advertisers

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Call

Big Edd’s

Areas Since1979

Garage Door Problems?

Serving Houston & Surrounding

Wea

Kevin Dalley '76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley 79 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

[0)
BBB
MEMBER
* Vinyl
e Hardi Board
Siding

PLUMBING

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers It Is Time For
261-480-8898  713-784-4238 BONANZA. | pynice Checkup!
g N AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

| CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS |

A-Rated on Angie’s List

\ MPL #18439 281-692-1 684 ==

{Goodman

Al Conditioning & Heating

Someone You Can Trust e NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

Financing Available

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

TACLB002755C
*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

SUPPORT LEADER ADVERTISERS

CALENDAR

It is advisable to verify if face-to-face meetings
are being held. For Alcoholics Anonymous
meetings, visit https://aahouston.org/meetings;
for Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meetings, visit
www.hascona.com; for Al-Anon meetings, visit
https://www.houstonalanon.org/online-meet
ings.html.
NOTE: Clear Lake Bridge Club — The club is
currently closed. Visit https://acblunit174.org/
clearlak/clean-blue-working/clearlake.html for
games or email jpochsner@aol.com.
THURSDAY, MARCH 11
7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday
through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday at 7:30
a.m. First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell
Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland — Meets Thursdays
at 7:30 a.m. either at Pearland Chamber of
Commerce, 6117 Broadway St., Pearland,
or online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81372891968. Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968.
Details are on Pearland Chamber of Com-
merce website under calendar.
9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse -
Second Thursday of the month, 9:30 a.m.,
Praise Chapel, 18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. The
public is welcome and encouraged to bring
others. For details, call 281-910-1971 or visit
aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network -
American Business Women’s Association-
South  American  Business Women’s
Association- Meetings are at Big Horn BBQ,
2300 Smith Ranch Rd., Pearland. Lunch is
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. ($20 cash or check).
Includes networking with professional business
women and guest speakers. Women of all
ages/occupations invited. Bring business
cards. Reservations appreciated. Visit www.
seen-abwa.org.
Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect
Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or
online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 for additional
infomation.
7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Women’s
Group, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church. Call

713-661-4200 or visit https://nastuff.com/.

7 p.m.
Pearland Area Republican’s Club — Pearland
Church of Christ Annex, 2217 N. Grand Blvd.,
Pearland. For details, email pearlandareare
publicanclub@gmail.com or visit www.face
book.com/PARCTX.

FRIDAY, MARCH 12

7 a.m.
AA —“Breakfast With Bill” See Thursday’s
notice.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance
Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway
(FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church
(youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200
or visit www.hascona.com.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom — All in-per-
son events are canceled at this time. All ser-
vices will be performed online. To join the 7 p.m.
Friday night service or the 9:30 a.m. Saturday
service, email President@ Shaarhashalom.org
to get the link.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group — meets at
CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Family members and friends of problem drink-
ers/addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles and
discover choices available. For details, call
281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous - meeting at
CrossRoads UMC on Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For
additional information, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MARCH 13
7:30 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” See
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 A.m.

Congregation Shaar Hashalom — See Fri-
day’s notice.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) —
For women affected by an addicts, First United
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111.
Call 281-487-8787. Visit https://www.houstona
lanon.org/online-meetings.html.

SUNDAY, MARCH 14

8 p.m.

AA — CrossRoads UMC. See Friday’s notice.
MONDAY, MARCH 15

Noon
AA - Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s
notice.
6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

Toastmasters — The Young Professionals
Southeast Toastmasters Club #05324194
meets on a virtual site at https:/youngprofes
sionalstoastmasters.com/. To be a guest, select
the “contact us” button on the toastmasters’
home page to obtain access. For additional
information, contact Karen Nunn at 832-722-
9061 or Carolyn Carmichael at 832-372-3565.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Saint Luke’s
12-Step Recovery, open meeting, education
Bldg., room 4,11011 Hall Rd. Call Jesse at
832-725-8479 or Rita at 281-309-2801.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance
Group. See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, MARCH 16

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” See
Thursday’s notice.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect
Nooners. See Thursday noon notice.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance
Group. See Friday’s notice.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17
7 a.m.

AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” See
Thursday’s notice.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect
Nooners. See Thursday noon notice.

7 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance
Group. See Friday’s notice.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention
— Call 281-286-2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for
confidential domestic violence/sexual abuse
support group for women. Visit www.bayarea
turningpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — CrossRoads UMC
meeting. See Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, MARCH 18

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” See
Thursday’s notice.

7:30 a.m.

Rotary Club of Pearland — See Thursday’s
notice.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) - Imperfect
Nooners. See Thursday noon notice.

7p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Women’s
Group, See Thursday’s notice.

LEADER READERS

25 Words - $8 for 1 week -
3 Weeks - $21; Business:
25 Words - $10 for 1 week

o 3 Weeks - §27

HELP

Morgan’s Janitor Service

AUTO
FOR SALE. 2010 Mer-
cury Marquis, 103,000

someone full time to do
taxes for tax service and
bankruptcy service. Must

Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates
e All Tax Preparations

* Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

231-4381-4134

Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts
Insured and Bonded

281-485-4341

Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Complete Building Maintenance

miles, kept in garage. be bilingual. Call 832- R.V’s, etc.Time for clean-
WAN‘ I lED Damage to front grill, 893-2262. 3-11 ing. Free Estimates! 3-11
bumper and right fender, SERVICES
but drivable. Selling as is CARPENTER/ HANDY-
for cash only. Clear titte. MAN. Light electrical,
PEST CONTROL TECHNICIAN | win sell to the highest plumbing & painting.
" - bidder. Contact 713-946- replace/repair. No Job
Good Driving Record Required. Background
NG Check. Ex[?erience Pre?erred.Will%ain. 1616. 3-18 Too Small. Robert 281-
ECQREST COMPUTER 948-8887. 3-11
%N 281-488-3362 | covruter RePAIR. GENERAL SERVICES.
™ Eco-Pest, Inc. South Belt Area. Free Exterior/interior painting,
Estimates. New Com- Sheetrock repair, wood
puters For Sale. Deal fences, pressure washing
DleE DEL' NEEDS with a Technician, Not a and more. Affordable pric-
After school student that is ebay savey, Salesman. Call Harry es. Free estimates. Call
to run ebay account 713-991-1355. 3-11 Ruben 832-406-0183. 4-1
Apply in person after 3 p.m. HELP WANTED PRESSURE WASHING!
364-A FM-1959 LOOKING TO HIRE Free Estimates. Call

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs
and LVNSs. If you want to work in a
dynamic and fulfilling team
environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

LAWN & GARDEN

Licensed, Insured,
Affordable

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal « Tree Topping * Trimming
+ Thinning Out « Elevating * Stump Grinding
e Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 832-660-3622 e wil work with you

We offer competitive pay rates
and benefits.

.\Y‘EE—ISER\”C ES 0y ° Free Estimates »

Professional Trimming,

Shaping, R I, G
713-501-0184 |gheagiiving

Please stop by and complete an
application at 5020 Space Center
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800
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Florida sends water in ongoing assistance partnership

Continued from Page 1

ing from the freeze,” Robin-
son emailed fellow Pasadena
ISD administrators Tuesday,
Feb. 23.

“The donations are com-
ing from the extremely giv-
ing listeners and citizens of
Panama City Beach, Fla.,
who donated to a drive host-
ed by radio personality Dr.
Shane with iHeartRADIO’s
92.5 WPAP”

The  partnership  had
worked together before back
in 2017 following Hurri-

I 200 orF

I (on jobs $2,500 & up)

cane Harvey when Shane
and his listeners donated an
18-wheeler full of supplies
for local flood victims.

This generosity was re-
ciprocated the following
year in 2018 when Robinson
organized a local drive to
collect an 18-wheeler full of
supplies to transport to Flor-
ida to aid victims of Hurri-
cane Michael.

“It’s been a really neat
“full circle’ situation,” Rob-
inson said.

While the truckload of

EE s =m COUPON == == mm

FOUNDATION REPAIR

OR I
SEWER REPAR |

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations

281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

appointment

\
\ w
Burleigh
Chir¢ r]}]'ill'[;lltl'
11700 Beamer Rd.
Houston, TX 77089

NOW OPEN - Covid-19
Precautions in Place
Call the Office for your

Specializing in Personal
Injury Cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

(281) 481-1623
www.burleighchiro.com

Confused about Medicare?

ALLAGES AGENCY
Denise Burleigh  FREE NO Obligation
Licensed Insurance .
Sales Agent Consultations

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976 « email cdb63@att.net

(Who isn’t!)
INSURANCE

Christian Brothers

We offer FREE pick up
& delivery!

Coupon

Semi-synthetic oil change.
Up to 5 gts. & standard filter.
Expires 3/31/2021

Coupon
Full synthetic oil change.
Up to 5 gts. & standard filter.

Expires 3/31/2021

Mon - Fri 7am - 6pm Sat & Sun: Closed

9245 S. Sam Houston Pkwy. E., Houston, Tx
832-740-4865 | cbac.com/pearland

bottled water was headquar-
tered at Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate, it was made avail-

able to students throughout
the district who were in
need.

Police investigate . . .

Continued from Page 1

The suspect fired multiple
shots, striking Garcia in the
neck, back and head.

Paramedics  transported
Garcia and his girlfriend to a
hospital.

The girlfriend was not
struck by the gunfire.

The unknown suspect(s)
were seen in a maroon Ford
F-150 pickup truck.

Anyone with information in
this case is urged to call HPD
Major Assaults and Family
Violence Division at 713-308-
8800 or Crime Stoppers at
713-222-TIPS (8477).

Spellman chosen

i

Thompson Intermediate congratulated Shaurice
Spellman as Teacher of the Month for February.
According to her peers, Spellman delivers art lessons
that engage her students, arriving early and staying
late. She exudes much passion in her lessons through-
out the day - it’s even evident in the hallways!

Brook debate better

than all the rest

Though COVID and
quarantines have tightened
the reins on many activities
this year across the coun-
try and have caused schools
to adapt in all areas, Clear
Brook’s Speech and Debate
team has met the challenge
and exceeded expectations
for such a trying year.

The speech and debate
team at Brook has once
again bested all other Clear
Creek ISD teams in the
number of state qualifica-
tions and number of students
who have qualified to attend
the first Virtual Texas Foren-
sic Association Speech &
Debate Tournament.

Lincoln Douglas Debate
students Sarvesh Subrama-
nian, Isaiah Hall, Danil Mer-
chant and Michael French
all seized the gold by qual-
ifying for the state meet and
emerged victorious in debat-
ing topics including the ban-
ning of lethal autonomous
weapons, a federal jobs
guarantee and compulsory
voting.

In addition to Lincoln
Douglas Debate successes,
team president Sarvesh Sub-
ramanian crossed over into
a relatively new style of de-
bate on the circuit — World
Schools Debate.

The team of five in this
event which included Zahra
Virani, Nathan Lee, Misbah
Aziz and Safa Prasla also
qualified for the annual state

tournament.

While debaters did well
this year, so did those who
err more on the creative side
of the activity of speech and
debate.

Team members Zahra
Virani, Safa Prasla, Misbah
Aziz, Muhammad Zain, Jyo-
thi Manoj, Sophie Nguyen
and Agsa Babar all quali-
fied in an event known as
Informative Speaking in
which students are given
the chance to educate an au-
dience on a topic they feel
is important and often over-
looked.

In addition, junior Ann-
santra Sijo became the first
in Brook’s history to qualify
in Dramatic Interpretation, a
new event for Clear Brook.
Sijo performed “The Last
Promise” by Mia Karr in
which she acted out the in-
terplay between a daughter
and her abusive father who
tries to change into the lov-
ing dad she always hoped he
could become.

As Clear Brook students
prepare for their upcoming
state tournament just pri-
or to spring break, they are
looking forward to another
exciting year and, hopefully,
get back to brick and mortar
tournaments in the next year.

Interested students are
encouraged to sign up for
course #1611 or email mrut
ledg @ccisd.net for more in-
formation.

Has anyone pressured you to drug or institutionalize your child?

Call Citizens Commission on Human Rights Texas:
(800) 572-2905

“When I got the call
about the donation coming
our way, I reached out to all
of the South Belt-area prin-
cipals to let them know it
would be coming,” Robin-
son said. “We opened it up to
all South Belt area schools
within the Dobie feeder pat-
tern first, but it was such a
large donation, that we’ve
now extended it to the re-
mainder of the district.

“A team of volunteers as-
sisted in unloading the cases
of water. Shout-out to Team
BHI for unloading every-
thing,” said Robinson.

“The truck driver was try-
ing to get a little shut eye
before getting back on the
road; however, his nap was
cut short. He laughed say-
ing, ‘I make a lot of deliv-
eries around the nation and
they don’t unload anything
like BHIL.’”

Robinson encourages res-
idents to show their gratitude
to Dr. Shane, his crew and
the residents of Panama City.

The radio station’s handle
is @925WPAP and its Face-
book page is https://www.face
book.com/Drshane925.

shirts

Meador wears “I survived Snovid 21’”

LSURVIVED
"t

Meador Elementary staff members recently wore
their #TexasStrong T-shirts that read “I survived
Snovid ‘21°.” Shown above are, left to right, (front
row) Omega Pena, pre-K aide; Amy Clowers, assistant
principal; (back row) Hannah Schaper, pre-K teach-

er; Anne Hamilton, first-grade teacher; Constance
Peel, kindergarten teacher; Maria Rutherford, pre-K
teacher; Ruth Osuna, pre-K teacher; Beverly Bolton,
principal; and Tara Merida, counselor.

Photo by Tara Merida

Governor’s message triggers controversy

Gov. Greg Abbott’s exec-
utive order lifting the mask
mandate in Texas and in-
creasing the capacity of all
businesses and facilities in
the state to 100 percent took
effect Wednesday, March 10.

“With the medical ad-
vancements of vaccines and
antibody therapeutic drugs,
Texas now has the tools to
protect Texans from the vi-
rus,” Abbott said at a press
conference Tuesday, March
2. “We must now do more to
restore livelihoods and nor-
malcy for Texans by opening
Texas 100 percent. Make no
mistake, COVID-19 has not
disappeared, but it is clear
from the recoveries, vacci-
nations, reduced hospital-
izations, and safe practices
that Texans are using that
state mandates are no longer
needed. Today’s announce-
ment does not abandon safe
practices that Texans have
mastered over the past year.
Instead, it is a reminder that
each person has a role to play
in their own personal safety
and the safety of others. With
this executive order, we are
ensuring that all businesses
and families in Texas have
the freedom to determine
their own destiny.”

During his remarks, the
governor discussed the in-
credible advancements that
Texas has made that allow
the state to open fully and
lift the mask mandate — not-
ing the increase of vaccines.
Nearly 5.7 million vaccine
shots have been adminis-
tered to Texans, and the state
is now administering almost
one million shots each week.
By Wednesday, March 10,
about 7 million shots will
have been administered in
Texas and more than half of
seniors in Texas will have
received a vaccine shot. By
the end of March, every se-
nior who wants a vaccine
should be able to get one. The
vaccine supply continues to
increase so that more and
more Texans will soon be eli-
gible to receive a vaccine.

The governor noted that
Texas has a surplus of person-
al protective equipment and
can perform over 100,000
COVID-19 tests a day. The
state has invested in a variety
of antibody therapeutic drugs
that have kept thousands
of Texans out of hospitals.
Texans have also adopted
daily habits that reduce the
risk of COVID-19 exposure
and infection. More than 2.5
million Texans who were
lab-confirmed for COVID-19
have recovered since the be-
ginning of the pandemic, and
experts note the total number
of Texans who have recov-
ered from COVID-19 is like-
ly 4-5 times that amount.

The number of active
COVID-19 cases is the low-
est since November — meaning
more Texans are recovering
from COVID-19 than contract-
ing it.

This executive order re-
scinds most of the governor’s
earlier executive orders relat-
ed to COVID-19.

Businesses may still limit
capacity or implement addi-
tional safety protocols at their
own discretion.

If COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions in any of the 22 hospi-
tal regions in Texas get above
15 percent of the hospital bed
capacity in that region for
seven straight days, a county
judge in that region may use
COVID-19 mitigation strate-
gies. However, county judges
may not impose jail time for
not following COVID-19 or-
ders nor may any penalties be
imposed for failing to wear
a face mask. If restrictions
are imposed at a county lev-
el, those restrictions may not
include reducing capacity to
less than 50 percent for any
type of entity.

The move was met with

harsh criticism from local
Democratic leaders.

“Taking away critical pub-
lic health interventions that
we know are working won’t
make our community safer,
nor will it hasten our return to
normalcy,” said Harris Coun-
ty Judge Lina Hidalgo. “Quite
the opposite, every time pub-
lic health measures have been
pulled back, we’ve seen a
spike in hospitalizations. If
we start the climb now, we’d
be starting from the highest
starting point ever when it
comes to our hospital popu-
lation, an unacceptable and
dangerous proposition. With
the arrival of COVID-19 vac-
cines, we’re inching closer to
the finish line of this pandem-
ic.

Now is not the time to re-
verse the gains we’ve worked

so hard to achieve. At best,
today’s decision is wishful
thinking. At worst, it is a cyn-
ical attempt to distract Tex-
ans from the failures of state
oversight of our power grid.”

This sentiment was shared
by Houston Mayor Sylvester
Turner. “This is the wrong
direction,” said Turner, not-
ing that Abbott’s announce-
ment came on a day the City
of Houston reported 408
new positive cases and five
additional deaths due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Turner further called Ab-
bott’s decision to lift the
statewide mask mandate
“disappointing and disheart-
ening.”

“The governor is wrong to
rollback the statewide mask
order,” Turner said. “The
decision is not supported by

most medical professionals,
science and data. The Texas
Legislature must speak up,
and the people of Texas must
hold their leaders account-
able.”

Before  Abbott’s  an-
nouncement, Turner and Hi-
dalgo sent the governor a
letter urging him not to lift
the mask mandate.

“Masking  requirements
have allowed many small
businesses to remain open
and their employees to return
to work,” the letter read. “The
mask order has allowed more
students to return to in-per-
son learning and has better
protected them, their teachers
and school staff.”

Despite the new executive
order, Turner said the city
plans to still enforce its mask
mandate in city-owned ven-

ues and buildings.

“For people visiting all
city venues and all city em-
ployees, you are still obligat-
ed to wear the face mask,”
Turner said. “If you are going
to the library or the George
R. Brown Convention Center,
you will still be obligated to
wear the mask. The gover-
nor’s decision is a step in the
wrong direction. It does not
make any sense unless the
governor is trying to deflect
what happened two weeks
ago during the winter storm.
It was a statewide system
failure.”

To view the governor’s
executive order, visit open.
texas.gov/uploads/files/
organization/opentexas/
EO-GA-34-opening-Texas-
response-to-COVID-disaster-
IMAGE-03-02-2021.pdf.
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