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 Originally from Baghdad, Badr left home in 
July 2006 after his home was bombed by militia 
troops. He and his family relocated to Syria for 
two years before gaining approval to move to the 
United States, with the 16-year-old Badr entering 
Dobie as a junior.
 Following graduation, Badr received a BA in 
Anthropology from Wesleyan University and a 
Master’s in Education from Harvard Universi-
ty. He is the recipient of the Adrian Cheng Fel-
lowship from Harvard Kennedy School, and the 
Social Innovation Fellowship Fund award from 
Harvard Business School. He is a National Geo-
graphic Young Explorer and serves as one of 17 
UN Young Leaders for the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals in the Offi ce of the UN Secretary 
General’s Envoy on Youth.
 Badr currently serves as director of the Patri-
celli Center for Social Entrepreneurship and as-
sistant professor of the Practice in Public Policy 
at Wesleyan University. At 26, he is one of the
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 Dobie High School inducted its 2025 Honor 
of Honor members at a ceremony held at the area 
campus Friday, Jan. 30. 
 Now in its 13th year, the Hall of Honor rec-
ognizes graduates who have made signifi cant 
contributions to the community and serve as role 
models for current and future students. 
 This year’s event recognized three distin-
guished alumni, two faculty members and one 
community volunteer (who also happens to be a 
Dobie alumnus and former Dobie faculty mem-
ber).
 Distinguished alumni included Ahmed Badr, 
Jean Liew and Audrey Castoreno.
 Married couple Jeanne and Lou Parlangeli 
were the two Dobie faculty members to be rec-
ognized.
 Former Dobie student and teacher/coach Jim 
Sawyer was recognized at the ceremony for his 
volunteer work in the community.
 Badr is an infl uential Iraqi-American author, 
poet and social entrepreneur. 

Dobie inducts Hall of Honor members
Ceremony recognizes 3 alumni, 2 faculty, 1 volunteer

Leader seeks submissions
 The Leader encourages local schools, 
groups and individuals to continue sending sto-
ry ideas and photos they’d like to see included 
in the newspaper. Submissions have declined 
following the death of Leader publisher Marie 
Flickinger in November. Contributions may be 
submitted to mynews@southbeltleader.com.

Beverly Hills to meet Feb. 10
 Beverly Hills Civic Club will host a meeting 
Monday, Feb. 10, at the William Parker branch 
library, located at 10851 Scarsdale at Beamer, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. All Beverly Hills residents are 
welcome to attend.

Ellington holds eRecycling
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Feb. 8, at 
the Neighborhood Recycling Center at Elling-
ton Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 Recycling electronics keeps potentially 
harmful materials, such as mercury, cadmi-
um, lead and cathode ray tubes out of the waste 
stream and the environment. 
 Items accepted are PCs, servers, keyboards, 
mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, small 
kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs and 
routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax ma-
chines, projectors, rechargeable batteries, ca-
ble boxes, car batteries, telephones, cellphones, 
PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables 
and cameras.
 The collection events take place the second 
Saturday of each month. For information, visit 
www.houstonsolidwaste.org or call 311.

City to collect heavy trash
 City of Houston residents living in the South 
Belt community south of Fuqua will have heavy 
trash pickup Thursday, Feb. 13 (second Thurs-
day of the month). City residents north of Fuqua 
(and west of the Gulf Freeway) will have heavy 
trash pickup Friday, Feb. 14 (second Friday of 
the month). February is for junk waste but tree 
waste will also be accepted. Pickups may be de-
layed. For additional information, visit www.
houstontx.gov/solidwaste or call 311.

New Covenant feeds needy
 Each month, New Covenant Christian 
Church, 10603 Blackhawk at Kirkfair, will 
have food distribution events the fi rst and third 
Wednesday from 1 to 2 p.m. and the second 
and fourth Saturday of the month from noon 
to 1 p.m. or until supplies last. The purpose of 
the events is to provide food to people in need. 
For additional information, contact the church 
at 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, 
from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each Thursday as part 
of the weekly Coffee with the Constable se-
ries. The next event will be Thursday, Feb. 6, 
with another event happening the following 
Thursday, Feb. 13. For more information, call 
Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 
713-419-3545.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from SH 96/Calder/
Brittany Bay in League City to FM 519/Main 
Street in La Marque daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.  
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from Deats Road in Dickinson to FM 
2004/Camp Wallace Access in Texas City from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further notice.
  At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 519/
Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive in Gal-
veston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and night-
ly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further notice.

Beltway closures planned
 Two northbound and two southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lanes will be closed at 
Fairmont Parkway daily from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
until further notice. Signifi cant delays are ex-
pected. The closures are associated with the on-
going project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

HPD’s PIP set for Feb. 18
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive 
Interaction Program will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at the Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria in the CES 
Classroom on the first floor of the main build-
ing. Guest speaker to be announced. Begun in 
1983, HPD’s PIP involves police and commu-
nity members working together for safer neigh-
borhoods. PIP meetings typically take place 
the third Tuesday of each month. For addition-
al information, contact HPD Officer Richard 
Buitron at 832-395-1776 or Richard.Buitron@
HoustonPolice.org.

Leader celebrates 50th anniversary!
South Belt community newspaper turns 50, honors golden anniversary

 This week begins the 50th year the South 
Belt-Ellington Leader has brought local news to 
the area one of its founders dubbed the “South 
Belt” community.
 In honor of its golden anniversary, the Leader 
will publish photos and stories from the paper’s 
archives throughout the year. 
 In the 1980s when Texas Super Foods was 
building a grocery store on Scarsdale Boulevard 
where Hong Kong Foods is now located, the 

Belt-Ellington Leader in 1987) has continued to 
be, as its masthead slogan says, “The voice of 
community-minded people.”
 The Leader not only brings local residents 
news of youth sports, family vacations, school 
activities, and local government, it also has 
championed causes for the betterment of the 
community ranging from fl ood control to clean-
ing up a toxic dump site.
 The paper started in 1976 by two housewives, 

Marie Flickinger and Bobby Griffi n, who had an 
uncanny sense of what people wanted to read.
 The women had become close friends when 
they lived in the Genoa subdivision. Soon they 
moved across the freeway to the burgeoning 
community they would later name the South 
Belt area. They were especially interested in Lit-
tle League baseball, since their sons, Fred Flick-
inger and David Griffi n, played ball together.
  Continued on Page 3

company commissioned demographic studies of 
the community.
 The study found that the area had one particu-
larly unique attribute: an unprecedented 85 per-
cent of the residents in the South Belt area read 
the local newspaper, the South Belt Leader.
 No other community in the nation had such 
high readership of a single newspaper.
 Though Texas Super Foods is no longer, 
the Leader (which changed its name to the South 

Leader turns 50 years old!

The South Belt-Ellington Leader turns 50 years old this week! To celebrate its golden anni-
versary, the Leader will publish photos from the paper’s archives throughout the year. The 
above photo appeared on Page 1 of Vol. 1, No. 1, published Feb. 5, 1976. The photo shows 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League offi cial Miles Whittnaw (second from right) regis-
tering youth baseball player Chris Alan Roberts (left), marking the local league’s 1,000th 
child to register for the 1976 season. Shown in rear are, left to right, U.S. Sports Associa-
tion President Dan Muskie, Little League President Alan Muz and Little League Treasurer 
Van Davis. 

Dobie
inducts
Hall of
Honor

Dobie High School inducted 
its 2025 Hall of Honor mem-
bers at a ceremony held at 
the area campus Friday, Jan. 
30. Now in its 13th year, this 
year’s event recognized three 
distinguished alumni, two 
faculty members and one 
community volunteer (also a 
Dobie alumnus and former 
Dobie faculty member). In-
ductees shown to the left at 
the ceremony are, left to right, 
Jim Sawyer (volunteer), Au-
drey Castoreno (alumnus), 
Louis Parlangeli (faculty), 
Ahmed Badr (alumnus) and 
Jeane Parlangeli (faculty). 
Not shown is inductee Dr. 
Jean Liew (alumnus).

Crash kills 1, injures many

A massive accident on the eastbound Beltway 8 frontage road at Hughes/Sabo killed one 
and injured several others the evening of Friday, Jan. 31. The cause of the accident is 
still under investigation. After the accident, the driver of an 18-wheeler, along with an-
other driver involved in the crash, left the scene and remained unidentifi ed at press time. 
 Photo by Jeff Cope

shows that it was actually another vehicle behind 
the truck that was responsible for the crash. Vid-
eo captured from the convenience store shows 
the 18-wheeler also stopped at the light with 
other vehicles, when a fast-moving black SUV 
(possibly a Lexus RX350) coming from be-
hind plowed into Medillin’s Chevrolet Cavalier 
and then a white Chevrolet Tahoe. The impacts 
caused a chain reaction of other subsequent ac-
cidents. Between four and six vehicles were in-
volved in the crash, according to various reports.
 Surveillance footage shows the driver of the 
18-wheeler briefl y pulling over and coming to a 
stop after the accident near the Sagemont Church 
Annex and Chase Bank, before then pulling away 
and leaving the scene of the crash – perhaps after 
assessing the damage to his own vehicle and his 
own personal safety.
 Surveillance footage from the Leader offi ce 
located just one block west of the crash shows the
 Continued on Page 2

 A massive vehicular accident involving an 
18-wheeler on the eastbound Beltway 8 frontage 
road at Hughes/Sabo killed one and injured sev-
eral others the evening of Friday, Jan. 31.
 Francisco Medillin, 44, was pronounced dead 
at the scene.
 While Houston police initially reported the 
accident as a hit-and-run, circumstances might 
not be as clearcut as originally believed by inves-
tigators, as new evidence emerges in the case.
 According to a report from the Houston Po-
lice Department, the fatal accident began around 
7:10 p.m. when the driver of a fl atbed tractor 
trailer slammed into multiple parked vehicles as 
they were stopped at a traffi c light in the 11400 
block of Beltway 8 in front of the new Shell sta-
tion. The report stated the driver of the 18-wheel-
er then fl ed the scene without stopping to provide 
assistance.
 Surveillance footage from the Shell station 
obtained by Channel 13 KTRK News, however, 

Crash investigation changes direction
Witnesses give confl icting reports; crash remains under investigation

Pasadena, prompting him to enter the school and 
fi re his weapon.
 The Pasadena Police Department and Pasade-
na ISD Police Department will be working to-
gether on the investigation. 
 Pasadena ISD Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn 
Powell sent out an alert to parents notifying them 
of the incident.
 “We are grateful for the brave citizens and the 
offi cers who were on the scene for security at 
the event and courageously stepped up to detain 
the shooter and prevent any possible further vi-
olence. While we do not yet know the motive 
for the shooting, we are confi dent that the ac-
tions of the bystanders will prove to be heroic,” 
Powell’s message read in part. “Pasadena ISD 
crisis counselors will be at Pasadena Memorial 
on Monday for students and staff, as well as at 
other campuses for students and staff that may 
have been impacted. Additional security will be 
provided all next week as we work to contin-
ue to keep our campuses safe. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with all involved. I am so proud of 
our staff members, police from our district and 
city and community members who made sure 
there was no further harm that could have taken 
place.”

 An 83-year-old man opened fire at a band 
event being held at Pasadena Memorial High 
School Saturday, Feb. 1, striking one male in the 
shoulder.
 According to Pasadena ISD offi cials, the el-
derly man entered the school auditorium where 
numerous schools were having a band compe-
tition around 6 p.m. and began discharging a 
small-caliber handgun. 
 An off-duty Houston police offi cer tackled the 
suspect, and with the help of others, was able to 
subdue the shooter until police arrived. 
 Dennis Erwin Brandl Jr. was arrested and 
charged with aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon. At press time, he was being held with-
out bond.
 A 26-year-old male was hit by a bullet in the 
shoulder and needed to be airlifted to a nearby 
hospital. At press time, the male victim was list-
ed in stable condition and was expected to make 
a full recovery. 
 Investigators said the shooter had no connec-
tion to the victim and no affi liation with any of 
the schools/students involved in the event.
 According to investigators, the suspect told 
police he believed he and his wife had been 
chased from the house in Spring to the campus in 

Man, 83, opens fire at Memorial event
Victim nonfatally shot; off-duty HPD offi cer subdues suspect
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Deaths

 Salvador S. Flores Jr., 
passed away on Feb. 1, 2025. 
Born on Dec. 30, 1946, he 
was a beloved husband, fa-

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, Feb. 6, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab computer help. Registration required.
 Thursday, Feb. 6, 4 – 5 p.m. Family Storytime. Registration required.
 Monday, Feb. 10, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab computer help. Registration required.
 English Lessons. Registration required.
Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. 
The library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Feb. 6, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Friday, Feb. 7, 10 – 2 p.m. AARP Free Tax Services.
 Friday, Feb. 7, 1 – 3 p.m. Genealogy.
 Saturday, Feb. 8, 2 – 4:30 p.m. Book 2 movie club.
 Monday, Feb. 10, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. AARP Free Tax Services.
 Monday, Feb. 10, 1 – 2:30 p.m. ESL Conversation club. Registration required.
 Monday, Feb. 10, 4 – 5:30 p.m. 3D printer orientation. 
 Tuesday, Feb. 11, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Wednesday, Feb. 12, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Citizenship classes. Registration required.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. 
– 8 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit 
https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital 
materials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.
hcpl.net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

 Ronald “Ron” Brisbay, 
loving husband, son, father, 
and grandfather passed away 
on Jan. 26, 2025, at the age of 
82.
 Ron was born on Dec. 13, 
1942, in Houston, graduated 
from Jones High School in 
1961 and attended the Uni-
versity of Houston. Ron had 
a very outgoing personality 
and could talk to anybody 
about anything. He never met 
a stranger. Ron was active in 
his children’s lives coaching 
many baseball and softball 
teams. Ron loved horses, 
Corvettes and saltwater fi sh-
ing. He spent many weekends 
fi shing the Laguna Madre at 
Port Isabel. He rode in the 
Saltgrass Trail for many 
years. Ron could remember 
his past like it was yesterday. 
He amazed his family and 
friends with his ability to re-
member people, their names  
and dates when things hap-
pened to the smallest detail. 
He spent most of his profes-
sional career working in oil 
and gas at Texaco and Shell.
 Ron is survived by his lov-
ing family, including his son 

Ronald “Ron” 
Brisbay

CBHS speech and debate going to state

Clear Brook High School’s speech and debate team announced four more state 
qualifi ers who achieved this feat at Clear Creek High School this past weekend. 
The bulk of the team’s wins came from varsity extemporaneous speakers Zaid 
Asad, Elaina Joseph, Emily Joseph, Khang Ngo and Kendrick Toennies who all 
placed in their fi nal rounds. Wins in this round resulted in the latter four earning 
their second qualifi cation bringing the team’s total state qualifi cation number 
to a total of 14, once again best in CCISD for more than the tenth year running. 
Novice member Hammad Tariq also placed third in the novice division of Extem-
poraneous Speaking. Pictured, left to right, are Kendrick Toennies, Khang Ngo, 
Elaina Joseph, Emily Joseph and Gregory Stuart.

San Jac, ATR Inc. partner to provide SmartProcedures
 San Jacinto College’s 
LyondellBasell Center for 
Petrochemical, Energy, & 
Technology has partnered 
with ATR Inc., to deliver cut-
ting-edge training and educa-
tion for students and industry 
professionals through access 
to state-of-the-art tools and 
training resources needed in 
the petrochemical and energy 
sectors.
 ATR’s donation includes 
a fi ve-year annual license 
for its SmartProcedures soft-
ware—a cutting-edge digital 
platform that revolutioniz-
es procedure management. 
SmartProcedures simplifi es 
the entire lifecycle of proce-
dure management, from im-
porting Microsoft Word doc-
uments to creating structured, 
user-friendly formats ac-
cessible on any device. This 
premier Digital Lifecycle 
Management system brings 
expertise specifi c to proce-
dure digitization, change/ap-
proval, storage and training 
and use on mobile devices. 
By automating manual for-
matting and document con-
trol, the software provides a 
secure, effi cient solution for 

industries such as oil and gas, 
chemical refi ning, pharma-
ceuticals, and power genera-
tion.
 “This collaboration with 
ATR signifi cantly enhances 
our ability to prepare students 
and incumbent operators with 
the tools and expertise re-
quired in the petrochemical 
and energy industries,” said 
Jim Griffi n, CPET associate 
vice chancellor and senior 
vice president.
 The partnership also in-
cludes start-up and digitiza-
tion services, enabling CPET 
to convert paper-based pro-
cedures into digital formats. 
These enhancements will 
streamline accessibility and 
improve training programs 
for students and profession-
als alike. Industry leaders 
such as Chevron, Chevron 
Phillips, Eastman Chemi-
cal, ExxonMobil, Lubrizol, 
LyondellBasell, and Trecora 
Chemical rely on this secure, 
effi cient technology.
 “Our partnership with 
CPET is about preparing the 
next generation and support-
ing current operators,” said 
Elliott Lander, ATR founder 

and managing director. “By 
integrating our tools into San 
Jacinto’s curriculum, stu-
dents and incumbent workers 
can learn how to write, man-
age, and execute procedures 
safely and effi ciently, ensur-
ing compliance and opera-
tional excellence.”
 Whether enrolled in cred-
it-based programs or incum-

bent worker training, San 
Jacinto College students 
will gain hands-on experi-
ence with SmartProcedures 
Mobile. This real-world ex-
posure enhances their un-
derstanding of industry stan-
dards and safety protocols, 
preparing them for the chal-
lenges of high-risk, highly 
regulated industries.

 “Whether it’s day-to-day 
operations or annual tasks 
like winterizing equipment, 
having clear, precise instruc-
tions ensures safety and accu-
racy,” said Jay Culver, CPET 
incumbent workforce direc-
tor. “This partnership gives 
our students access to tools 
that set the benchmark for in-
dustry standards.”

 ATR’s history of support-
ing education and industry 
dates back to the 1990s, when 
the company donated training 
software to Gulf Coast col-
leges, including San Jacinto 
College. This renewed partner-
ship builds on that legacy, pro-
viding modern tools to train fu-
ture professionals and support 
current industry needs.

BAHEP welcomes AIAA Houston 
 The Houston Section of 
the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics 
(AIAA Houston), the world’s 
largest technical society dedi-
cated to the global aerospace 
profession, is welcomed as 
a new member of Bay Area 
Houston Economic Partner-
ship (BAHEP).
 AIAA Houston is an infor-
mation resource devoted to the 
engineering and science prog-
ress in aviation and in space. 
Bay Area Houston Economic 
Partnership President Brian 
Freedman says “To have such 
a prominent organization join 
BAHEP is another step in the 
right direction for the space 
economy here in Houston. We 
are excited to announce this 
new membership and look 
forward to our collaboration 
in the future.”
 John Rangel, chair of 
AIAA Houston, shared Freed-
man’s enthusiasm. “BAHEP 
completely transformed how 
AIAA Houston engages with 
the professional communi-
ties around NASA’s John-
son Space Center. BAHEP’s 
Aerospace Advisory Com-
mittee (AAC) has become our 
top forum for networking and 
information sharing. The con-
nections we’ve established in 

the past few months have put 
AIAA Houston on the space-
fl ight community’s map and 
built momentum we’re eager 
to carry into the new year.” 
 AIAA Houston’s Vice 
Chair Fernando de la Pena 
Llaca further added his ex-
citement about this new en-
deavor, “As a member of the 
BAHEP board of directors, 
former member of the exec-
utive committee, as well as 
vice chair of AIAA, I see tre-
mendous value in the synergy 
between BAHEP and AIAA 
Houston. BAHEP’s commit-
ment to attracting, retaining, 
and expanding industry across 
key sectors such as aerospace, 
maritime, and small business 
aligns seamlessly with AIAA’s 
role as the world’s leading 
professional society in aero-
nautics and astronautics, serv-
ing as a preeminent source of 
aerospace expertise. Together, 
these missions complement 
and amplify each other, foster-
ing innovation, supporting eco-
nomic growth, and advancing 
the aerospace industry region-
ally and globally. By joining 
BAHEP, we will create a dy-
namic partnership that lever-
ages AIAA’s expertise and 
BAHEP’s powerful network, 
ensuring even greater oppor-

tunities to shape the future of 
aerospace and industry leader-
ship in our region.”

AIAA
 With nearly 30,000 pro-
fessional members in 65 sec-
tions, the AIAA members 
have achieved every mile-
stone in modern American 
fl ight since 1963. The AIAA 
is committed to being the vital 
lifelong link to the aerospace 
community and a champi-
on for its achievements. The 
AIAA was created by a merg-
er between two aerospace so-
cieties known as the American 
Rocket Society, and the insti-
tute of the Aerospace Scienc-
es, and now has over 80 years 
of experience, members from 
91 countries, and 95 corporate 
members.

AIAA Houston
 The Houston section ex-
ecutes a set of high-quality 
programs throughout the year 
to provide the 800-plus AIAA 
members living in Houston 
— and the Houston aerospace 
community at large — with 
opportunities for continu-
ing education, professional 
growth and accomplishment 
recognition.
 For more information 
about AIAA Houston, visit 
their LinkedIn Page.

Elected offi cials share their words

 Dear Residents,
 As we step into February, we em-
brace the opportunity to continue the 
spirit of celebration, refl ection, and 
progress in honor of Black History 
Month. This month serves as a power-
ful reminder of the resilience, achieve-
ments, and contributions of Black 
leaders—past and present—who have 
shaped our communities and our na-
tion. Let us not only celebrate their leg-
acies but also carry forward their work 
by fostering unity, equity, and opportu-
nity for all.
 After experiencing some unseason-
ably snowy weather last month, we are 
reminded of the strength and adaptabil-
ity of our city. No matter the challenge, 
Houston always pushes forward, and I 
am grateful for the patience and per-
severance of our residents as we navi-
gate the unexpected.
 I want to assure you that we remain 
steadfast in addressing illegal dump-
ing and 311 reports across District D. 
If your request has not yet been ad-
dressed, please know that we are 
working diligently to ensure your con-

cerns are met with action. Keeping our 
communities clean and safe is a top 
priority, and I appreciate everyone who 
continues to report these issues and 
advocate for their neighborhoods.
 Additionally, this year, we look for-
ward to amplifying the greatness of 
Houston’s art community, further show-
casing the rich cultural talent that 
makes our city so unique. Through 
public art initiatives, community proj-
ects, and cultural investments, we will 
continue to elevate the voices of artists 
who bring beauty, depth, and history to 
our shared spaces. This is just one of 
the many exciting initiatives we have 
in store for 2025, and I look forward to 
keeping you informed on the progress 
ahead.
 Together, let us move forward with 
purpose, passion, and a commitment 
to making District D stronger than ever. 
Thank you for your continued engage-
ment, and as always, my offi ce is here 
to serve you.
 With love and gratitude,
 Dr. Carolyn Evans-Shabazz
 Councilmember, District D

A welcome message from Council
woman Dr. Carolyn Evans-Shabazz

First-grader Arturo 
Molina, second place

First-grader MacKenzie 
Rivas, second place

Second-grader Miguel 
Mondragon, third place

Second-grader Sebastian 
Cortes, second place

Third-grader Alaynna 
Clark, second place

Third-grader David Perez, 
second place

Third-grader Isaac Lopez, 
second place

Third-grader Joshua 
Slagado, second place

Fourth-grader Arian 
Davilla, second place

Genoa Elementary School is proud to announce the students who represented their 
school at the district Rodeo Houston School Art Contest. Students who received a red 
ribbon were awarded a second-place value and students who received white ribbons 
were awarded a third-place value. Photos by Lisa Hernandez

Genoa names rodeo art winners
Salvador S. 
Flores Jr.

Ryan Verducci and daugh-
ter-in-law Jessica Verducci; 
his daughter Nicole Tupper 
and son-in-law Josh Tup-
per; daughter-in-law Linda 
Brisbay; granddaughter Ally 
Brisbay; and grandsons Tim 
Verducci, Tyler Prentice, 
Brandon Verducci, Nicholas 
Verducci, Brady Tupper, Na-
than Verducci, Logan Tupper 
and Bailey Tupper.
 He is preceded in death by 
his wife of 36 years Linda S. 
(Fountain) Brisbay, parents 
Catherine and Claude Bris-
bay, son Steve Brisbay and 
sister Mary Bell.
 He will be missed im-
mensely but his memory lives 
on in his family’s hearts for-
ever.
 The visitation was held 
at Peevey Funeral Home, 
Friday, Jan. 31. The service 
was also held at the funeral 
home, Saturday, Feb. 1. Inter-
ment followed at Forest Park 
Westheimer.

ther, grandfather, brother and 
friend.
 Salvador graduated from 
Jeff Davis High School in 
1964 before joining the Unit-
ed States Army. He proud-
ly served for three years in 
Vietnam as a paratrooper and 
combat medic.
 After his military service, 
Salvador attended the Univer-
sity of Houston’s main cam-
pus for three years, pursuing 
a bachelor’s degree in history. 
He then dedicated 33 years of 
his career to ExxonMobil in 
Baytown, where he worked as 
a process technician.
 Outside of his profession-
al life, Salvador was deeply 
involved in the Boy Scouts 
of America, achieving the es-
teemed rank of Eagle Scout 
and later serving as a Scout-
master.
 A passionate sports fan, 
Salvador enjoyed attending 
and watching Astros games 
with his grandsons, as well as 
playing golf and fi shing. He 
was also an avid camper.
 Salvador is preceded in 
death by his daughter, Feli-
cia Marie Flores. He is sur-
vived by his loving wife of 
48 years, Mary; his son Zach-
ary and daughter-in-law Lan 
Flores; his grandson Nich-
olas Silva; his sister Marga-
ret Quiroz and brother-in-
law Joe Quiroz; and cousins 
Mark Garza, Rachel Garza, 
Alex Garza and Matthew 
Ross Garza.
 In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily requests that donations be 
made to the American Heart 
Association in Salvador’s 
honor.
 Burial services and visita-
tion were held at Forest Park 
Lawndale on Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, 2025. 

Dobie High School recognizes 2025 Hall on Honor inductees
Continued from Page 1
youngest senior university 
faculty and staff members 
in the world. He is author of 
“While the Earth Sleeps We 
Travel: Stories, Poetry, and 
Art from Young Refugees 
Around the World,” featuring 
a foreword by actor and UN-
HCR Goodwill Ambassador 
Ben Stiller. 
 Badr’s work has been ex-
hibited at Juilliard, Harvard 
Divinity School, Yale Law 
School, UNICEF House, 
Christie’s, World Bank Head-
quarters and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, among oth-
ers. In February 2020, Badr 
debuted four visual works at 
Educate, an exhibit featur-
ing global emerging artists at 
Christie’s New York. In 2023, 
Badr delivered a keynote 
speech at the Nobel Prize 
Teacher’s Summit. Badr has 
addressed the United Nations 
on more than ten occasions, 
and his work has been rec-
ognized by National Public 
Radio, Instagram, Buzzfeed 
and Global Citizen, among 
others.
 Following high school, 
Liew graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas with degrees 
in biology and English before 
earning her MD at University 
of Texas Medical Branch in 

Galveston. She then relocat-
ed to the Pacifi c Northwest 
to complete an Internal Med-
icine residency at Oregon 
Health and Science Universi-
ty in Portland, followed by a 
rheutmatology fellowship at 
the University of Washington 
School of Public Health. 
 She is currently an assis-
tant professor of medicine 
in rheumatology at Boston 
University. She is a mem-
ber of the COVID-19 Glob-
al Rheumatology Alliance 
and member of its Steering 
Committee, where she has 
led multiple projects relating 
to global data collection on 
the impact of COVID-19 on 
individuals with rheumatic 
disease.
 A cheerleader in High 
School, Castoreno went on to  
a successful career in broad-
cast journalism, winning 
Emmy and AP awards in the 
fi eld. 
 After graduation, Castore-
no attended Sam Houston 
State University, where she 
pursued a degree in broad-
cast journalism. While at 
Sam Houston, she worked at 
the university’s TV station, 
SHSU Channel 7, and in-
terned at Fox 26 in Houston. 
 Castoreno’s fi rst profes-
sional experience was at KA-

VU-TV in Victoria, where she 
worked as a reporter and fi ll-
in anchor. She then moved to 
Midland-Odessa, where she 
spent four years as an anchor 
at NewsWest 9. In 2015, she 
took a job as a morning show 
anchor on KENS 5 in San 
Antonio, where she remains 
to live and work.
 In addition to her work in 
broadcast, Castoreno spends 
much of her time volunteer-
ing and providing commu-
nity service. She is an active 
member of the Junior League 
of San Antonio (JLSA) and 
in 2019, was named the 
group’s Volunteer of the Year. 
Castoreno has also volun-
teered with Communities in 
Schools, an organization fo-
cused on helping at-risk stu-
dents stay in school.
 Longtime married couple 
Jeanne and Lou Parlangeli 
served as science teachers at 
Dobie for decades, teaching 
multiple generations of stu-
dents. Between the two of 
them, the couple has 76 years 
of combined years of teach-
ing.
 Jeanne graduated from 
Southwest Texas University 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in biology and chem-
istry. She began her teaching 
career in Dayton ISD teach-

ing life and earth science 
at Woodrow Wilson Junior 
High and biology and phys-
ics at Dayton High School. 
She continued teaching at 
Friendswood High School, 
where she taught physical 
science and biology II. Later, 
Jeanne began her Pasadena 
ISD teaching career at Bever-
ly Hills Intermediate, where 
she taught earth and life sci-
ence. Finally, she found her 
niche at J. Frank Dobie High 
School teaching fi rst geology 
and physics and then pre-AP 
physics and AP physics.
 Louis graduated from St. 
Francis College in Brooklyn 
with a Bachelor of Science 
in chemistry. In addition, 
he received a Master of Sci-
ence in physical chemis-
try at Bowling Green State 
University. Louis attended 
American Chemical Society 
Short Courses and Princeton 
University Masters Teachers 
Program in biochemistry. He 
also worked at Brookhaven 
National Laboratories as a 
junior technical collaborator. 
For nine years, Louis worked 
at Nazareth Regional High 
School in Brooklyn, where 
he sponsored students in the 
New York City Science Fair, 
where many awards and rec-
ognition were obtained.

 In 1976, Louis moved to 
Texas, where he began teach-
ing physical science at Dobie 
High School. Eventually, he 
landed into teaching pre-AP 
and AP chemistry. 
 Both Jeanne and Louis 
were Academic Decathlon 
tutors in physics and chem-
istry, helping multiple teams 
win state and national titles.
 The two esteemed educa-
tors have a long list of awards 
and honors. In 2007, Jeanne 
received the 2007-2008 Toyo-
ta Tapestry Grant and in 2011, 
she was recognized as Teacher 
of the Year at Dobie. In 2012, 
Jeanne was named the Nation-
al Science Teacher of the Year 
by the Laying the Foundation 
organization and subsequent-
ly honored by the Pasadena 
ISD board of trustees. Both 
teachers received awards from 
the National Society of High 
School Scholars. 
 While he’s being highlight-
ed for his volunteer work for 
the high school and surround-
ing community, Sawyer is the 
fi rst inductee to qualify for 
three Hall of Honor categories 
– as an alumni, faculty mem-
ber and community volunteer. 
 Following graduation 
from high school, Sawyer 
attended Wharton Junior 
College on an athletic schol-

arship. He later received a 
bachelor’s degree from Uni-
versity of Houston and a 
vocational education degree 
from Texas A&M. 
 Sawyer worked as a teach-
er and coach in Pasadena ISD 
for 40 years. Sawyer began 
his teaching career at South 
Houston High School, where 
he taught math and science, 
before switching to teaching 
career and vocational classes. 
 The inductee coached a 
variety of sports through the 
years, including football, 
baseball, both boys and girls 
basketball, golf and tennis. 
After 25 years at South Hous-
ton, Sawyer returned to his 
alma mater Dobie, where he 
taught career and vocational 
classes for 15 years.
 Sawyer was instrumental 
in building the bonfi re each 
year for homecoming, col-
lecting pallets from through-
out the South Belt area for the 
occasion. The coach/teacher 
also volunteered his time and 
skills to build the Dobie Pride 
Wall and its Hall of Honor, 
which now bears his name. 
Sawyer continues to be active 
in Dobie’s Seniors Helping 
Seniors program, in which 
high school seniors help re-
furbish the homes of area se-
nior citizens.

Friday night crash kills 1, injures many
Continued from Page 1
18-wheeler coming to a 
normal stop at the previous 
traffi c light at Beltway 8 and 
Beamer, casting doubts of 
a runaway truck or a driver 
asleep at the wheel.
 Footage from the Leader 
was shared with police. In-
vestigators asked the Leader 
staff if the surveillance foot-
age showed any signs of a 
road rage incident. It did not.
 Medillin’s 9-year-old 
son was a passenger in 
the Cavalier and suffered 
non-life-threatening injuries 
that required hospitalization.

 The female driver of a 
black Lexus RX350 SUV had 
to be pulled from her vehicle 
and transported to the hospi-
tal in critical condition. Her 
condition remained unclear 
at press time.
 Several others involved in 
the accident also had to be 
transported to nearby hospi-
tals with non-life-threatening 
injuries.
 The Channel 13 report 
suggested the woman driving 
the Lexus was responsible for 
causing the multiple-car pile-
up. It was unclear, however, 
at press time if the critically 

injured female was able to 
communicate with police.
 While evidence now sug-
gests the accident was not the 
fault of the 18-wheeler driver, 
police said they’d still like to 
question him as to why he left 
the scene of the crash.
 At press time, the crash re-
mained an active investigation.
 Anyone with information 
on this crash or the truck 
driver’s identity is urged to 
contact the HPD Hit and 
Run Unit at 713-247-4065 
or speak anonymously to 
Crimes Stoppers of Houston 
at 713-222-TIPS (8477).



Nicole Jones.
 Further investigation re-
vealed that Jones was wanted 

by the Nashville Police De-
partment for identity theft. 
Following her arrest, Jones 
was transported to the Harris 
County Joint Processing Cen-
ter, where she was booked on 
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Advancing health. Personalizing care.

 You are at  
the heart of  
our advanced 
cardiac care.
Whatever your heart requires, we’ll help keep it beating strong. We personalize 
treatment plans that utilize cutting-edge techniques, like a heart arrhythmia 
treatment that minimizes the risk of heart failure and stroke without the need 
for blood thinners. This is innovative heart care designed around you. 

memorialhermann.org/heart

South Belt-Ellington Leader celebrates golden anniversary!
Community newspaper begins its 50th year of publication

Continued from Page 1
 So it was that their 
newspaper, which was fi rst 
named South Belt Press, 
brought hundreds of par-
ents and players news of 
their games, along with 
standings and articles on 
the boards of the local 
sports association. People 
were hungry for this news 
they could get nowhere 
else.
 The fi rst three years, 
the paper was housed in 
Flickinger’s and Griffi n’s 
homes. Bobby and Ma-
rie sold ads, wrote stories, 
pasted up pages, and did ev-
erything themselves those 
early days. They were not 
only fi xtures at the Choate 
Road (Dixie Farm Road) 
ballpark, but they were fre-
quently seen at local ele-
mentary schools, gathering 
the news.
 In 1979, Flickinger 
persuaded local resident 
Cheryl Bolen to leave her 
reporting job at a rival pa-
per to become the Lead-
er’s fi rst editor (and fi rst 
journalism grad) shortly 

after the paper moved to 
an offi ce in the strip cen-
ter at Hughes and Beamer, 
where The Gardens is now 
located. For that fi rst of-
fi ce, Marie’s and Bobby’s 
husbands, David and Ken-
neth, did the interior parti-
tions. 
 It was at this time, the 
paper hired its fi rst sports 
editor, Glenn Sattell. In 
subsequent years, he has 
been succeeded by Stephen 
Thompson and John Bech-
tel. 
 A contest to rename 
the former Who’s Who 
gossip column was held, 
with Over the Back Fence 
emerging as the winner. 
Bolen reformatted the col-
umn, which had been one 
long paragraph, to be bro-
ken up into separate para-
graphs for each item and to 
have subheads. 
 For the past 50 years, 
the paper has continued to 
deliver news that could not 
be obtained anywhere else. 
The PTA stories. Civic as-
sociations. Articles on road 
construction. Features on 

South Belt area residents. 
It was news of the commu-
nity.
 And when there were 
problems or controversies 
or tragedies, the Lead-
er was at the forefront of 
informing the community 
of these, too.
 One of the area’s fi rst 
controversies was when 
Sagemont Park residents 
stormed the Pasadena 
school board meetings 
demanding that their chil-
dren continue at Stuchbery 
Elementary instead of be-
ing transferred to Meador, 
which was less crowded. 
(The parents lost.)
 When hundreds of area 
houses fl ooded in 1979, it 
was the Leader that stepped 
forward and worked with 
county offi cials to allevi-
ate the problems that cause 
fl ooding.
 Marie spent thousands 
of hours working with resi-
dents, meeting with county 
offi cials and spearhead-
ing meetings. She worked 
probably 12 hours a day, 
solely on addressing the 

fl ooding issues.
 Her efforts resulted in a 
$30 million fl ood control 
project in the South Belt 
area.
 For one of her fl ooding 
articles, Marie, with Bo-
len serving as a co-writ-
er, won the Leader’s fi rst 
journalism award. It placed 
second in the Texas Com-
munity Newspaper Associ-
ation contest in 1984.
 Bolen also won a sec-
ond award in the same con-
test for a series of articles 
she wrote on pregnancies 
in the Pasadena schools. 
Bolen said the series was 
suggested by Marie, who 
“had a remarkable nose for 
news – much better than 
mine.”
 In 1984, the Leader also 
began its annual Christmas 
food and toy drive for the 
needy. It all began when a 
Scarsdale man, who asked 
to remain anonymous, 
dropped off a turkey dinner 

at the Leader offi ces with 
instructions to “fi nd some-
one needy.”
 The Leader is so much a 
part of the community that 
residents call the Lead-
er offi ce when they want 
information on trash pick-
up or on who their con-
gressman is.
 They’ve even been 
known to call the Lead-
er offi ce when their toi-
let gets stopped up, their 
house is on fi re or even if 
someone is having a heart 
attack. One woman, whose 
child was fatally struck by 
a vehicle, called for Marie 
at the accident site, and 
Marie said she hardly knew 
the woman. 
 “People just felt a close-
ness to Marie,” said Bolen. 
“She was probably the 
most nurturing woman I’ve 
ever known. She was also 
the toughest. Whenever I 
couldn’t get a public offi -
cial to talk with me, Marie 

would always say, ‘Let me 
get a hold of them.’ And 
she always would.”
 The 1980s were profi t-
able years for the commu-
nity and for the Leader, 
which sometimes ran 30 
pages weekly.
 By the late 1980s, how-
ever, growth of both the 
South Belt community and 
the Leader had declined. 
This can largely be attribut-
ed to the Brio Superfund 
site, located at the corner 
of Beamer and Dixie Farm 
Road.
 Marie got involved – 
some would say obsessed. 
She dug deeper and learned 
many disturbing things, in-
cluding a high number of 
birth defects in children 
living in the Southbend 
subdivision adjacent to the 
site. At her own expense, 
she attended conferences 
all over the country to learn 
about toxins.
 Though she had no for-

mal education, she could 
intelligently discuss toxic 
waste with any Ph.D. She 
became obsessed over 
Brio, working on it 18 and 
more hours a day, seven 
days a week.
 As she had done during 
the community’s fl ood cri-
sis a decade earlier, she 
organized and listened to 
community groups.
 All of her fi ndings were 
printed in the newspaper. 
This was a costly move 
because the community 
was so polarized over the 
toxic waste site. Many peo-
ple fi rmly believed there 
were no problems. Others 
blamed the Leader’s publi-
cizing of the situation for 
the total lack of growth in 
the community. Realtors 
and others dropped their 
ads. The paper began to 
struggle fi nancially.
 Marie was vindicated 
when Weber Elementary, 
a school that was only 13 

years old, was demolished 
along with the 677-home 
Southbend subdivision.
 Now measures have 
been taken to stop the tox-
ic air emissions, and new 
homes have once again 
been built near the remedi-
ated Brio Superfund site. 
 Because of Marie, with 
Bobby’s full support, the 
air in the community is 
safe.
 The newspaper’s fi rst 
color photo appeared in 
1998, and the following 
year in 1999, the Leader 
became totally digital (no 
more paste up), with Ma-
rie’s son Davy designing 
and installing the newspa-
per’s computer system.
 Marie’s reach and pow-
er were extensive, accord-
ing to Bolen. 
 “She was very infl u-
ential in who would fi ll 
many local positions,” said 
Bolen. “But, she never did 
these things for personal 

gain. It was always about 
what was best for the South 
Belt community.”
 Many things about the 
paper have changed over 
the years. In 1998 Bobby 
sold her interest to Marie. 
Davy, who had worked in 
the company’s print shop 
since he was 16, became 
company president, and 
since his mother’s Novem-
ber death, has served as 
newspaper publisher.
 After 1998, Bobby con-
tinued working for the pa-
per as a trusted proofread-
er for several years until 
her health deteriorated a 
couple of years ago. Two 
weeks after Marie died at 
age 82, Bobby died at 86.
 Although Bobby and 
Marie – along with so 
many other stalwarts for 
the community – are now 
gone, their legacy of bring-
ing local and unique news 
to the South Belt commu-
nity has not changed.

Tarsha Jones

 A warehouse caught fi re 
the morning of Wednesday, 
Jan. 23, in the 10500 block of 
Moers Road near Fuqua and 
Monroe.
 According to Houston 
Fire Department offi cials, 
fi refi ghters arrived on scene 
around 10:30 a.m. to fi nd 
heavy smoke coming from 
a medium-sized warehouse. 
Due to the amount of smoke, 
a defensive attack was made. 

The fi re was determined to be 
in an offi ce area. 
 A warming trailer was 
provided for the crews and a 
team from Hazardous Mate-
rials determined there was no 
hazmat issue. 
 The fi re was controlled 
and extinguished and HFD 
Arson investigators were 
requested to determine the 
cause and origin. Investiga-
tors determined the fi re was 

accidental in nature.
 Damage was estimated to 
be approximately $150,000. 
Firefi ghters were able to save 
roughly $200,000 on proper-
ty.
 No injuries were reported. 
 In all, 58 personnel re-
sponded to this incident, in-
cluding fi refi ghters from sta-
tions 15, 26, 70, 29, 36, 52, 
61, 93, 94, 24, 30, Hazmat 
and Rescue 42.

Warehouse near Fuqua catches fire
Blaze causes $150K in damage; no injuries reported

 A shoplifting call at the 
Target in the 1800 block of 
West Bay Area Boulevard 
near Baybrook Mall recent-
ly resulted in the arrest of 
a female suspect wanted 
for identity theft in another 
state.
 According to offi cials 
with Harris County Precinct 
2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s 
offi ce, deputies responded to 
a shoplifting-in-progress call 
the afternoon of Friday, Jan. 
24, and swiftly detained the 
female suspect.
 Initially, the suspect at-
tempted to mislead law en-
forcement by providing a 
false name and date of birth. 
However, thanks to the Auto-
matic Fingerprint Identifi ca-
tion System (AFIS), deputies 
were able to confi rm the sus-
pect’s true identity as Tarsha 

charges of theft.
 Garcia took to social me-
dia to celebrate the arrest. 
“We commend our deputies 
for their quick response and 
diligent investigative work 
that not only resolved the 
theft incident but also en-
sured a wanted individual 
was taken off the streets,” a 
post on Garcia’s Facebook 
page read.
 This past November, dep-
uties arrested two females at 
the same store for reportedly 
stealing merchandise worth 
more than $3,000. In that 
case, suspect Cierra Collins 
was accused of being a shop-
lifter, while fellow suspect 
Kanika Williams was alleged 
to be a getaway driver. The 
pair were accused of target-
ing the store on at least three 
occasions.

Shoplifting call leads to felony arrest
Baybrook Mall suspect wanted for ID theft in Nashville

 The Clear Creek ISD 
Board of Trustees is seeking 
nominations for the 2025 Cit-
izen of the Year. 
 This distinguished award 
is presented each year to 
honor an outstanding mem-
ber of the community who 
champions Clear Creek ISD 
and devotes their efforts to 
the betterment of public ed-
ucation.
 The recipient will be an-
nounced at the Clear Creek 
Education Foundation’s 
(CCEF) Awards Dinner on 
Aug. 23, 2025.
 Recipients eligible for the 
Citizen of the Year award 
must meet the following re-
quirements:

 – Demonstrated a com-
mitment to Clear Creek ISD 
through volunteer efforts.
 – Contributed signifi cant-
ly in ways that have benefi ted 
the entirety of Clear Creek 
ISD.
 – Maintained a reputation 
across the Clear Creek ISD 
community as an individual 
with high standards and dedi-
cation to excellence in public 
education.
 – Voluntarily served the 
District and its students and 
patrons over an extended pe-
riod of time. 
 Former recipients of the 
CCISD Citizen of the Year 
honor include Dr. Glenn 
Freedman, Dr. Laura DuPont, 

Lucien Junkin, Ralph Parr 
(posthumously), Chris Reed 
(posthumously), League City 
Mayor Pat Hallisey, Trent 
Martin, Joyce Abbey, Harv 
Hartman, Jamieson Mackay, 
David Braun and Dr. James 
O’Malley.
 All nominations must be 
submitted no later than March 
7, 2025, to be considered for 
the 2025 award. Nomination 
forms are available online 
on the CCEF website. Once 
completed, nominations may 
be emailed to ccef@ccisd.net 
or mailed to:
 Clear Creek Education 
Foundation
 P.O. Box 1631
 League City, TX 77574.

CCISD seeks Citizen of Year nominations
Winner to be honored in August; March 7 submission deadline
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Nicole

45 years ago (1980)
 Scarsdale resident Charles 
Snyder was in good condition 
after being hit head-on in his 
car just south of the Beam-
er-Choate Road intersection.
 Questions surrounding 
school taxes were being 
asked of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District. A 
districtwide reappraisal pro-
gram was underway, and the 
tax rate and appraisal would 
determine tax due.
 The Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Pony-Colt baseball di-
vision formally changed its 
name to the South Belt Area 
Pony-Colt.

40 years ago (1985)
 The investigation of a Jan. 
4 shooting death of a 13-year-
old Kirkwood South resident 
was turned over to Harris 
County Juvenile Probation.

35 years ago (1990)
 The Slaughter vs. Mon-
santo trial surrounding the 
Brio site went to the jurors 
as both sides completed their 
arguments.
 South Belters Joe and Peg-
gy Bennett were preparing 
for their annual Salt Grass 
Trail Ride. They served as 
cooks for the ride and had 
been involved for more than 
10 years.
 Clear Creek Independent 
School District offi cials gath-
ered soil samples from the 
play area at Weber Elemen-
tary. The soil was gathered 
from depths ranging to three 
feet to test for toxicity.

30 years ago (1995)
 A runoff election for San 
Jacinto College and city of-
fi ces was scheduled.
 Dobie students Ashley 
Smith and Aaron Brown were 
selected to perform with the 
all-state band at the Texas 
Music Educators Association 
convention.
 Southeast Area Ministries 
annual report stated the min-
istry assisted more than 7,000 
persons the previous year.
 A Galveston County dep-
uty constable working a se-
curity job at Frankie Carter 
Randolph Park shot a suicid-
al man. The man had fi red a 
shotgun once then put the 
barrel to his mouth. The con-
stable ordered him to drop the 
weapon and fi red a warning 

shot before shooting the sus-
pect in the leg.

25 years ago (2000)
 A newborn was aban-
doned at Memorial Hermann  
Southeast Hospital. She was 
named Danielle Martin – af-
ter hospital CEO Dan Martin.
 Longhorn cheerleaders 
fi nished fi fth in the United 
Cheerleading Association 
national fi nals held in Disney 
World.

20 years ago (2005)
 Sixteen-year-old Melis-
sa Mata died as a result of 
a multi-vehicle accident on 
Beamer at the Beltway.
 The San Jacinto College 
South music department 
hosted jazz musician May-
nard Ferguson for a perfor-
mance.

 A new business in a strip 
center on Hughes at Beamer 
raised questions. The win-
dows were blacked out, a 
camera monitored the front 
door, and only select persons 
were admitted after ringing a 
doorbell. The business was 
later found to be an illegal 
gambling establishment with 
eight-liner machines and was 
closed after a raid.
 Frazier Elementary held 
its second annual Family 
Hoedown. Proceeds from the 
event helped defray medical 
costs for Principal Rhonda 
Parmer, who was receiving 
treatment for cancer.

15 years ago (2010)
  Jim Phillips was named 
the new head football coach 
at Dobie High School. The 

move came just two weeks 
after newly appointed Derek 
Fitzhenry resigned from the 
position before even starting.
 A man was arrested after 
fatally shooting his estranged 
wife and her 15-year-old 
daughter at the  Summer 
Cove apartments on FM 1959 
at Gulfstream. Police say Jai-
me Piero Cole, 39, came to 
the apartment around 7:30 
p.m. to drop off his 2-year-
old and 10-year-old sons. 
Upon his arrival, Cole and 
his wife, Melissa Dawn Cole, 
31, got into an argument. At 
some point, the fi ght escalat-
ed and turned violent. When 
Melissa Cole’s 15-year-old 
daughter tried to intervene, 
Jaime Cole pulled out a gun 
and opened fi re. Both were 

struck multiple times and 
were pronounced dead at the 
scene. Jaime Cole left his 
10-year-old son at the scene 
but fl ed with the toddler. An 
Amber Alert was issued, and 
the pair were spotted at a 
Wal-Mart in Wharton Coun-
ty. Police say Cole was trying 
to buy ammunition. A state 
trooper took Cole into cus-
tody. He was charged with 
capital murder. Cole’s sons 
were unharmed, as was a 
second juvenile female at the 
residence at the time of the 
shootings.

10 years ago (2015)
 A former South Houston 
High School student and his 
parents fi led a $1 million 
civil rights lawsuit against 
the Pasadena Independent 

School District, alleging that 
an on-campus police offi cer 
used excessive force the pre-
vious May, causing bodily in-
jury and psychological dam-
age. In the suit, Cesar Suquet 
alleged that Michael Y’Bar-
bo, an on-campus PISD po-
lice offi cer, repeatedly struck 
him with a metal baton fol-
lowing a dispute over a con-
fi scated cellphone. The case 
was settled later in November 
for $60,000. 
 The father of a 3-week-
old baby died Feb. 8, fol-
lowing a fi ght the previous 
night when he was accused 
of breaking into his neigh-
bor’s car near Southport and 
Bazin. Melvin Lee Nelson, 
30, initially refused medi-
cal help before being pro-

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DANA!
 Dana Lizik enjoys a birthday Feb. 6. Spe-
cial birthday wishes are sent to Dana from her 
family, friends and former co-workers at the 
Leader.

DOUBLE BIRTHDAY WISHES
 Kenney Griffi n, son of Angela and David 
Griffi n, and son-in-law Jim Giles of Kirkwood 
South celebrate their birthday Feb. 8. Birthday 
wishes are also sent from Kenney’s wife Lac-
ie and daughter Ellie Vera; and Jim’s wife 
Tracy and children Cody, Kristen and Aaron 
and his wife, Ashley and sons, Jaxson and 
Jace.

CHRIS ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY
 Chris Clark marks a birthday Saturday, 
Feb. 10. Birthday greetings are sent to Chris 
from wife Mary and “babies” Zelda and 
Maude. Special birthday wishes are sent from 
the Leader staff as well as a big thank-you for 
all he does for the community.

LILY TURNS SEVEN!
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to Lilian 
(Lily) Margaret Scarberry who celebrates 
her sixth birthday Monday, Feb. 12, from dad 
Austin, mom Tiffany and big sister Jade 
Scarberry; grandparents Jannie and Robert 
Scarberry, former longtime South Belt res-
idents; aunts Jenny (Hayes) Laney and 
Stacey (Hayes) Flowers; uncles Stephen 
Flowers, Joey Hayes and Tyler Scarberry; 
and cousins Brayden and Baylee Espinosa, 
Olivia Moreno, and Kennedy, Owen and 

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Tina Delgado celebrates a birthday Feb. 
10. Esmeralda Calvillo and Ronnie Thomas 
celebrate a birthday Feb. 11. A double-fun day 
is planned Feb. 12 for Juan Fernandez and 
Yesenia Ramirez.

Thompson Intermediate
 Ruth Horton celebrates a birthday Feb. 10.

Dobie High
 The day for a party for Derek Beckham and 
Eric Bellah is Feb. 8. Remember to wish An-
gelica Benavides a happy birthday Feb. 10.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Feb. 6: Lisa Jackson and 
Chastity Napper; and Friday, Feb. 7: Paula 
Barnett and Lori McBride. Saturday, Feb. 8: 
Kim Scott and Mark Stanley; Sunday, Feb. 
9: Erica Rodriguez, Amanda Bergeron, Tra-
cy Matthieu and Tammy Schweigert; Mon-
day Feb. 10: Kathy Ramirez, Morgan Wingo, 
Angie Baucum, Jesse Chavez, Christina 
Parasco and Mike Huffman; Tuesday, Feb. 
11: Cesar Ramirez and Jennifer Zanders; 
and Wednesday, Feb. 12: Greg Banhart, 
C.J. Jareo III, Chris Smith, Cynthia Tavera, 
Clyde Jones, Lisa Jones, Jacqueline Pres-
ton, Alex Lerma and Robert Barbosa.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south-
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication. 
For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject.

Evie Flowers.
SCHOOL DAZE

 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Feb.6 through Feb. 12.

Burnett Elementary
 Give a birthday shoutout Feb. 12 to Victoria 
Perez.

Frazier Elementary
 On Feb. 9, Jennifer Wilson enjoys a birth-
day. Send a humorous birthday card Feb. 10 
to Rainy Sciba. 

Meador Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Maria 
Gonzalez Feb. 8. Remember to wish Erika 
Rodarte a happy birthday Feb. 12.

Moore Elementary
 Enjoy a triple-layer birthday cake with An-
gelica Perez, Gerri Watkins and Princess 
McGrew on Feb. 6. On Feb. 8 Mary Medina 
celebrates a birthday. Give a birthday shout-
out Feb. 9 to Anita Nickelson. Kristy Chapa 
enjoys a birthday Feb. 12.

South Belt Elementary
 Melissa Cerda enjoys a birthday Feb.12.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting Feb. 9 to Kimberly 
Amaya.

Melillo Middle School 
 Take out the balloons and party hats for 
Maria Martinez on Feb. 7.The day for birth-
day fun for Dawn Tomlinson is Feb. 9. Enjoy-
ing a birthday Feb. 12 is Michelle Rush. 

More
discounts.
State Farm® offers more discounts to 
more drivers.
Get to a better State®.
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East • Houston, TX 77089

Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com

M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am

After Hours by Appointment

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1201159

nounced dead at his home. 
Autopsy results later deter-
mined his death was caused 
by heroin and alprazolam 
(Xanax) toxicity.

5 years ago (2020)
 Dobie High School an-
nounced its 2020 Hall of 
Honor inductees. Five in-
dividuals were recognized, 
including four graduates and 
one faculty member. Honor-
ees included Houston Police 
department Sgt. Chris Brew-
ster, Class of 2006; baseball 
player Shane Nance, Class 
of 1996; security analyst Joe 
Olivarez, Class of 1984; U.S. 
Army veteran Sgt. First Class 
James Daigle, Class of 1983; 
and former faculty member 
Rhonda Foster. An induction 
ceremony was held at the 
school Feb. 21.

1 year ago (2024)
 A house caught fi re Sat-
urday, Jan. 27, in the 10000 
block of Kirkbluff near 
Blackhawk. According to 
Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department offi cials, the 
blaze started in the backyard 
when a heater ignited straw/
hay bedding used to keep 
animals warm. In addition to 
SVFD, units from the Hous-
ton Fire Department and the 
Pearland Fire Department 
also responded to the inci-
dent. No injuries were re-
ported. 
 Pasadena ISD was named 
one of fi ve fi nalists in H-E-
B’s 22nd annual Excellence 
in Education Awards in the 
program’s Large District 
division. Galena Park ISD 
would later be selected win-
ner at the groups’ banquet 
held in May.
 Longtime area educator 
Hollis Powell died Thursday, 
Jan. 25, at the age of 91. Pow-
ell served in Pasadena ISD 
for more than 30 years, work-
ing at Meador Elementary 
and Atkinson Elementary – 
serving as the fi rst principal 
for both campuses. Powell 
fi rst worked as a teacher and 
later serving as principal of 
Meador from 1963 to 1969. 
At Atkinson, Hollis Powell 
served as principal from 1969 
until his retirement in 1995. 
A service for Powell was 
held Wednesday, Jan. 31, in 
Jasper. 

Genoa names Big Shoot Out winners
The elementary school Big Shoot Out competition is a 
basketball skills contest open to all elementary girls and 
boys in third and fourth grade. The contest consists of two 
parts—shooting from the numbered “hot-spots” for one 
minute and then the “dribble, weave, pass” which is run 

Third-grader Ezalayah 
Romero, second place

Third-grader Amalynn 
Vasquez, third place

Third-grader Ariel Pina, 
fi rst place

Third-grader Eduardo 
Diaz, second place

Third-grader Damari 
Robinson, third place

Third-grader Tadeo 
Alvarez, fi rst place

Fourth-grader Neya 
Coopers, second place

Fourth-grader Genesis 
Favila, third place

Fourth-grader Jaycee 
Hawthorne, fi rst place

Fourth-grader King 
Smith, second place

Fourth-grader Dainel 
Espinoza, third place

Fourth-grader Jake 
Trevino, fi rst place

against time. Scores from the two parts of the contest are 
added together to determine the winners. The students pic-
tured below are Genoa’s champions. The four fi rst-place 
winners moved onto the district competition on Feb. 3 and 
competed against the other 35 elementary winners.

Genoa Elementary hosts career day

teacher James Jackson, commercial farmer Roy Kreitz, 
aspiring administrator Andrea Luna, Lone Star Flight 
Museum Chief Operating Offi cer Jerry Scott and Lone 
Star Flight Museum pilot Angie Terrell. 

Genoa hosted a career day for their youngest students, 
educating them about the various learning opportuni-
ties in high school and beyond. Left to right, are NASA 
technologist Dr. Gary Kitmacher, CTHS auto technology 

PISD announces top three elementary winners
On Dec. 14, several of Pasadena’s elementary schools participated in 
Pasadena ISD UIL A+ Academic Competition. This competition con-
sisted of the elementary school students showcasing their skills in sub-

Frazier Elementary fourth-grade students placed fi rst in Pasadena ISD 
UIL competition. Left to right, are (fi rst row) Xavi Mesta, Felix Star-
ghill, Coach Patricia Perez, Coach Cathy Silas, Bailey Pharms, (second 
row) Delilah Dammel, Gabriel Luna, Levi Murphy, Orzorah Herrera, 
lsy Gonzalez, (third row) Noah Manzano, Jamya McGilbray, Jeremi-

Atkinson Elementary 
fourth-grade students 
placed third in Pasade-
na ISD UIL competition. 
Pictured, left to right, are 
(front row) Martha Far-
jardo Martinez, Emma 
Valdez, Valerie Saenz, 
Sophia Garcia, Aiden 
Adame, Olivia Guzman, 
Benjamin Garcia, (back 
row) Kortnie Rieck (in-
structional coach), Nan-
cy Vazquez (fourth-grade 
teacher), Andrew Vuong, 
Jacob Fonseca, Trang Ho-
ang, Peyton Nunez, Isa-
bella Caballero, Angelica 
Flores, Anna Ly and Tra-
cy Nguyen.

jects such as number sense, music memory, chess puzzles, spelling and 
poetry. The top three winners are Frazier Elementary, Stuchbery Ele-
mentary and Atkinson Elementary.

Stuchbery Elementa-
ry fourth-grade students 
placed second in Pasade-
na ISD UIL competition. 
Pictured, left to right, are 
(front row) Elias Gomez, 
Charles Cummings, San-
tiago Lara, Jace Ramirez, 
Nayelie Doston, Weston 
Havard, Dante Segovia, 
(middle row) Aya Ghneim, 
Alan Cummings, Ethan 
Thompson, Macie Salinas, 
Sophia Turrubiartes, Pau-
lino Tovar, (back row) Lin-
da Reyes (Pre-K bilingual 
teacher), Gilberto Reyes, 
Mckenzee Busbee, Alex 
Whited (fourth-grade 
teacher), Katalina Cha-
pa, Jiselle Guevara, Vy Le 
and Sharon Idoux (ESL/
GT teacher).

ah Vizcarra, Aiden Munoz, Arianna Vizcarro, Ashley Aguilar, Chiara 
Moreno, (fourth row) A’meliya Ailsworth Noah Forms, Isaac Torres, 
Dylan Valdez, counselor Araceli Rodriguez, (fi fth row) principal Kris-
tina Ponce, Jada Vargas, Julian Gurrusquieta, coach Chris Baldoff and 
assistant principal Isaac Romero.
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 2/16/25.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
School-age Program 
(Kindergarten and Up)

We pick up from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, and  
Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
Ask about our 
Introductory 
Specials

Join our martial arts family today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

 The race to reach San 
Antonio’s Alamodome 
for the Class 6A Division 
I and Division 2 varsi-
ty girls’ basketball state 
championship final fours 
Feb. 28-March 1 begins 
Feb. 10-11, and the Clear 
Brook girls are looking to 
make a deep push within 
the Division 2 bracket as 
the postseason gets under-
way.
 As the regular season 
came to a close Feb. 5 
after press time, the Wol-
verines were assured of no 
worse than a second place 
overall finish in District 
24-6A. 
 With first-place Dickin-
son (12-1) a win over Deer 
Park away from claiming 
the league championship 

for a second consecutive 
season and Clear Creek all 
but assured of third place, 
Deer Park had control of 
fourth place and the final 
postseason seed out of the 
league. 
 With the University 
Interscholastic League 
employing separate Divi-
sion 1 and Division 2 post-
season brackets based on  
total student enrollment 
among the seeds, Dick-
inson and Deer Park will 
head to Division 1 begin-
ning Feb. 10, while Clear 
Brook and Clear Creek 
will be part of the field in 
the Division 2 mix.
 Winners of what would 
be 31 regular season 
games with a final win at 
Brazoswood Feb. 5 after 

 Heading into the reg-
ular season finales Feb. 5 
after press time, Dawson 
was a road win over Alvin 
away from finishing with 
31 overall wins and a per-
fect 14-0 record within 22-
6A. 
 The Eagles, much like 
Dickinson in 24-6A, had 
reeled off nine consecu-
tive wins on this side of 
the 2024-2025 schedule to 
close strong. 
 The four 22-6A post-
season qualifiers, all new 
to the district beginning 
this school year following 
realignment, were con-
sidered heavy favorites to 
reach the postseason and 
did just that. Clear Brook 
was also second in the 
2023-2024 season.

press time, the Wolverines 
were solely focused on the 
postseason as the super se-
nior trio of Rezia Castillo, 
Kamryn McLaurin and 
Chardel Terrell takes part 
in their final run of their 
standout careers.  
 Each of the three will 
play collegiate basketball 
beginning this fall but 
headed into the postseason 
focused on making a solid 
push toward San Antonio. 
 In District 22-6A, 
league champion Daw-
son, led by head coach 
and Dobie graduate Sha-
ree (Shepherd) Griffin, is 
headed to Division 1 along 
with runner-up Pearland, 
while Manvel and Shadow 
Creek will advance to the 
Division 2 field.

Event runner-up Camryn Dickson (above) led a trio of Texas A&M women’s 
sprinters to the line in the 60-meter dash as she was second at 7.32 seconds, 
with Aggies Bria Bullard third (personal best of 7.34) and Jasmine Mong-
tomery fourth (7.36) at the New Mexico Team Open Feb. 1 in Albuquerque. 
The Aggies also closed the meet with flourish as Dickson and Montgomery 
joined Latasha Smith and Kennedy Wade for the gold medal in the 4x400 
relay at 3:37.08. Dickson, a Clear Brook graduate, and Montgomery went 
against one another in the 2021 Texas state championships in Austin in the 
100 and 200 sprints. Montgomery won the gold in both events before begin-
ning her collegiate career at Oregon then Florida. The pair are now team-
mates at A&M. Wade is a Clear Falls graduate. 

SBGSA parade, opening day Feb. 9
 The South Belt Girls Softball Association will 
host its annual opening day parade Sunday, Feb. 9, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. as the community will have a 
chance to get out and support the players and coaches 
as they begin the 2025 regular season at El Franco 
Lee Park. The parade will begin at Weber Elementary 
at 8:30 a.m., and proceed to El Franco Lee Park, as 
each of the league’s teams will then line up on the 
field at 9:30 a.m. with celebratory banners in hand. 
The 2025 regular season will then officially start at 
10 a.m. as games commence. The community is in-
vited to come out and celebrate along with the league 
and its sponsors during the special day. 

PISD intermediates run Feb. 19
 The Pasadena ISD intermediate school track and 
field schedule will begin Feb. 19 as the Beverly 
Hills and Thompson programs will be in compe-
tition against South Houston and Miller at Dobie 
High School. Each of the district’s 10 intermediate 
programs will then compete in other regular season 
meets prior to the PISD District Championships 
March 10-11 at Auxiliary Stadium in Pasadena. 

Baseball season opens Feb. 17
 The 2025 high school baseball regular season will 
begin Feb. 17 as Dobie plays at Goose Creek Memo-
rial at 3:30 p.m. 
 The Clear Brook Wolverines will open their sea-
son the same day at Pasadena Memorial, beginning at 
3 p.m. Dobie head coach Miguel Torres and his staff 
continue to lead the Longhorns in scrimmage action 
in preparation for the regular season. 
 The Longhorns will scrimmage at Baytown Ster-
ling Feb. 7, then scrimmage at La Porte Feb. 11 be-
fore rounding out the preseason with an appearance 
at Clear Brook Feb. 14. 
 The Wolverines will scrimmage at Pasadena Me-
morial Feb. 7, then scrimmage at Santa Fe Feb. 10 
before welcoming Dobie Feb. 14. The Wolverines 
will also host their annual Marathon Day, a Feb. 15. 
fundraising event at Wolverine Field.

Brook girls’ basketball grabs D2 top seedDickson takes 60m indoor silver

Mathews, Terry choose collegiate football homes

At press time, a pair of Dobie football standouts, Cameron 
Mathews (left) and Markel Terry, verbally committed to play 
collegiately. Mathews, the all-time leading rusher in the histo-
ry of Longhorn football, has announced via X that he will play 
at Memphis beginning this fall. Mathews, the two-time District 

22-6A Most Valuable Player, will join the Tigers while Terry, a 
three-time All-District honoree at left tackle, goes to a Bucca-
neer program that struggled to an uncharacteristic 4-5 overall 
finish in 2024 but has been historically very successful in the 
JUCO ranks.

 The Dobie boys’ and 
girls’ track and field teams 
will get the 2025 season 
started with an appearance 
at the Jim Kethan Relays 
in Deer Park Feb. 7 as 
regional qualifier Stacie 
Harris as well as the rest 
of the Longhorn program 
looks to get off to a solid 
start. 
 Week two action will be 
highlighted by Pasadena 
ISD’s annual Brown Re-
lays Feb. 14 at Auxiliary 
Stadium in Pasadena. 
 The early session at the 
Brown Relays begins at 
11 a.m. with the distance 
medley relay. 
 The field events will 
also take center stage, 
including the pole vault, 
triple jump, high jump, 
discus, long jump and shot 
put. 
 The running portion of 
the meet begins at 1 p.m., 
with the boys’ and girls’ 
3,200 kicking off things 
and the 4x400 relay wrap-
ping up things. At left is 
Dobie’s Stacie Harris, 
who will compete in a va-
riety of events this season 
as a senior with the Long-
horns.

Dobie tracksters eye Kethan, Brown meets

 Eric Weaver’s debut as 
the head baseball coach at 
San Jacinto College could 
not have gone any better 
as he and his staff watched 
the Ravens sweep past 
Baton Rouge Community 
College in a three-game 
set Feb. 1-2 in Louisiana.
 The Ravens shortened 
their workload in each 
of the three games, win-
ning the opener 14-0 in 
a five-inning, run-rule 
contest, then getting past 
Baton Rouge 13-4 in the 
nightcap over eight in-
nings. The final game of 
the series saw the Ravens 
come away with a 13-3 
victory over six innings of 
play. 
 In the opener, San Ja-
cinto starting pitcher An-
thony Diaz was brilliant, 

striking out 10 over five 
shutout innings while 
scattering five hits. Offen-
sively, Clear Brook High 
School graduate Landon 
Hunt homered and drove 
in three runs while scoring 
three more runs. 
 Rafael Furcal Jr. had a 
hit and drove in a pair of 
runs, as did designated hit-
ter Eduardo Castillo. Zach 
Grizalis also homered and 
plated a pair of runs. 
 In the second game 
of the day, the Ravens 
cruised 13-4 in eight 
frames as seven different 
players drove in runs. 
 Leadoff hitter Roman 
Trinidad had three hits 
and drove in a pair of runs, 
McCabe Moyer Byron 
Robinson had a pair of hits 
and knocked in three runs, 

and catcher Mitchell Bird-
sall had two hits, drove in 
two runs and scored two 
runs. 
 On the mound, Patrick 
Lewis started the game 
and struck out nine over 
four innings of work to get 
the win. 
 In the series finale Feb. 
2, the Ravens again con-
trolled the action against 
the home team, needing 
just six innings to close 
out yet another run-rule 
win in the series. 
 Hunt, starting at third 
base for the third time in 
the series, had three hits, 
scored three runs and 
drove in a pair. Furcal 
homered and plated two 
runs, while Robinson also 
drove in a pair of runs. 
 Four different San Ja-
cinto College pitchers 
worked in the game, with 
starter Hogan Shelby cov-
ering the opening three in-
nings and earning the win. 
It’s only the first week of 
the season, but Weaver 
and his staff certainly had 
to appreciate what they 
saw early on from their 
program.

the day. The 17 remaining 
programs will follow the 
same schedule Feb. 7 at 
Pasadena Memorial High 
School 
 Dobie will host the 
Kramer Burnt Orange di-
vision, with Galveston 
Ball, Brazosport, Dawson, 
Alief Elsik, Richmond 
Foster, Friendswood, Alief 
Hastings, Iowa Colony, 
Katy, Magnolia, Magnolia 
West, Pearland, Randle, 
Alief Taylor, Terry,  Tomp-

 The 2025 Franklin/
Kramer Invitational ten-
nis tournament will play 
out Feb. 7-8 as 35 differ-
ent high school programs 
have committed to partici-
pate in the Pasadena ISD’s 
long-standing event. 
 Eighteen of those pro-
grams will play in the Bob-
by Kramer Burnt Orange 
division beginning Feb. 
7 at the Dobie main cam-
pus beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
and continuing throughout 

SJC baseball impressive to open 2025

 Three games remained 
in the District 24-6A varsi-
ty boys’ basketball race as 
of press time February 5, 
yet, the four playoff seeds 
heading into the postsea-
son beginning Feb. 17 had 
all but been decided.
 Clear Springs, the cur-
rent Region III champion, 

24-6A boys’ hoops seeds decided

kins and Willowridge all 
in action.
 The Franklin White di-
vision at Pasadena Memo-
rial will include Atascoc-
ita,  Barbers Hill, Clear 
Creek, Deer Park, Dick-
inson, Galena Park, Hum-
ble, La Porte, Kingwood, 
C.E. King, Baytown Lee, 
Pasadena, Baytown Ster-
ling, Sam Rayburn, South 
Houston and Summer 
Creek competing over the 
two days.

is on its way to winning 
the 24-6A champion-
ship with a record of 10-
1, while Dickinson is at 
8-3 and looking to hold 
off Clear Falls and Clear 
Lake. 
 Clear Springs and 
Dickinson will be the Di-
vision 1 playoff represen-

tative, while Clear Falls 
and Clear Lake will head 
to Division 2. 
 Clear Brook got off to a 
hot start and league play, 
winning four of his first 
five games but has since 
slipped to 5-6 and finishes 
with one of the toughest 
schedules league-wide.

Dobie tennis hosts Franklin/Kramer
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Dobie varsity boys’ hoops push Trojans to the limit in 22-6A action as season nears close

Dobie junior Johan Villavicencio (14) challenges the Trojans’ Makih Cowart (5) at 
the rim during South Houston’s 56-53 win over the Longhorns Feb. 1 at Trojan Gym.

Photos by Donna Alsdorf

Dobie sophomore Anthony Miles (12) and his teammates will close out the 
2024-2025 regular season by taking on the Sam Rayburn Texans Feb. 8. The 
postseason participants out of 22-6A will be Shadow Creek, Pearland, South 
Houston and Pasadena Memorial, with Pearland and Pasadena Memorial in 
the Division 1 bracket. Shadow Creek will be a No. 1 seed in the Division 2 
bracket,  with the Trojans occupying a No. 2 seed out of 22-6A. Miles had 38 
points against South Houston Feb. 1.

South Houston’s Xavier Muhammed (24) and Dobie’s Roy Azinge (31) went to 
work against one another in the paint frequently as the two varsity boys’ bas-
ketball teams went head-to-head Feb. 1 at South Houston. The Trojans came 
away with a 56-53 victory and will be a Division 2 playoff seed out of 22-6A 
when the postseason begins Feb. 17.

Hoyas’ Rivera scores BIG EAST basketball honor
At right, Dobie grad-
uate Victoria Rive-
ra, currently a junior 
with the Georgetown 
University women’s 
basketball program, 
was named to the BIG 
EAST Weekly Hon-
or Roll Jan. 20 after 
a big performance in 
the Hoyas’ victory at 
Providence. Rivera 
bounced back from 
missing the Hoyas’ 
game against national-
ly-ranked UCONN due 
to injury, sinking 5 of 7 
shots from beyond the 
3-point arc and scoring 
19 points overall to lead 
Georgetown to a 60-48 
victory over the Fri-
ars. Rivera is currently 
second on the George-
town roster in scoring 
this season at just over 
13 points per game. 
She also leads the BIG 
EAST with more than 
50 three-pointers this 
season, which ranks 
her top 20 nationally.

The Beverly Hills Intermediate seventh-grade boys’ A team 
won the Pasadena ISD district basketball championship 
this season. Members of the team are, left to right, (front 

row) Kai Tillman, Arias Garcia, Sean Umanzor, Joseph 
Martinez, (back row) Kayden Morris, Aiden Ruiz, Rylan 
Barker, Mekhi Royal and Desean Simmons.

The Beverly Hills Intermediate seventh-grade girls’ 
basketball team celebrated winning the Pasadena ISD 
district championship for the 2024-2025 season. Mem-
bers of the team are, left to right, (front row) Crystal 

Ventura, Noemi Vallejo Ramirez, Miia Soto, Marlee John-
son, Neriah LeBlanc, (back row) Aya Bahar, Tatiana Gam-
boa, Serenity Martinez, Abigail Rodriguez and Skylar 
Glayzer.

Beverly Hills seventh-grade basketball teams win district championships in Pasadena ISD action

 The “spring” portion 
of the 2024-2025 District 
22-6A races promises to 
deliver more than enough 
competition for each of 
the nine programs in-
volved in team sports such 
as softball, baseball and 
track and field
 On the varsity softball 
field, Dobie no longer has 
to contend with longtime 
nemesis Deer Park as the 
Deer now reside in 24-6A, 
but the Longhorns will 
nonetheless find the new 
22-6A nine-program as 
challenging as any in re-
cent memory.
 Rosters do indeed 
change from season to sea-
son, but the decades-long 
success of programs such 
as Pearland and Alvin are 
sure to provide Dobie, 
also a perennial postsea-
son attendee, with plenty 
of competition.
 With 16 total games 
to be played within the 
league, the 22-6A starts 
relatively early in 2025, 
with Dobie opening play 
Feb. 18 at Dawson.
 Pearland is just one of 
the stiff competitors set to 
make a run in the 22-6A 
varsity softball ranks after 
winning 34 overall games 

a season ago, including an 
11-1 roll through District 
23-6A that won the dis-
trict.
 Longtime varsity as-
sistant Michelle Hyden 
enjoyed a successful first 
season as the leader of 
the Oilers’ program as the 
team ultimately reached 
the regional quarterfinals 
before enduring a sweep 
to Brazoswood. In 2023, 
Pearland won the Class 
6A state crown.
 Another 22-6A new-
comer, Alvin, also has one 
of the most competitive 
programs in the region 
year-in, year-out and pro-
duced 30 overall victories 
a season ago, ultimately 
finishing second and 23-
6A to Pearland. 
 Alvin also reached 
the regional quarterfinals 
in 2024 before losing to 
eventual Region 3 cham-
pion Kingwood.
 Dawson, yet another 
tough customer arriving 
in the 22-6A field, won 
20 overall games a season 
ago, finished third in the 
23-6A ranks and pushed 
Clear Springs to a decisive 
third game in the bidistrict 
playoff round before fall-
ing.

 Dobie remains far and 
away the class of the Pas-
adena ISD ranks, while 
Shadow Creek finished 
below .500 in league play 
in 2024. 
 In short, Dobie and 
Pearland would seem to 
be the top contenders for 
eventual Division 1 post-
season berths, with Daw-
son and Alvin then headed 
to Division 2. 
 While it’s certainly far 
too early to be predicting 
the exact order of finish in 
the 22-6A race, the likes 
of Dobie, Pearland, Daw-
son and Manvel certainly 
appear to have an advan-
tage over the rest of the 
field.
 Two-time regional 
champion Pearland no 
doubt heads the field in 
the revamped 22-6A var-
sity baseball lineup as the 
Oilers, despite significant 
graduation losses follow-
ing the 2024 season, will 
again be a team to beat 
as the regular season gets 
started Feb. 17.

22-6A softball race fi gures to be as competitive as ever

Dobie’s Vanessa De La 
Fuente (7) is in line for 
a big season in the cir-
cle for  the Longhorns 
in 2025.



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656

       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.
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Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP
WANTED

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United 
Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832- 293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time 
kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 
713-472-0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway, 
Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 
for more information. Meets Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vig-
ilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presby-
terian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com 
or https://nastuff.com/. Meets Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family members 
and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not 
alone, and discover choices available. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meets at 
CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– All services are live and Zoom online. For 
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 
a.m. Saturday service, Judaism classes, fi lm 
series, and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://
www.shaarhashalom.org.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers 
a knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-
479-7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
8 a.m./ 10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 a.m., 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, Book of 

Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m. 
and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. 
(in back of a medical/retail community). For 
details, call 281-479-7285 and leave a mes-
sage, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 5215 Preston Ave. 
Pasadena, 77505 Call 713-419-2635 for de-
tails.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous 
See Friday’s notice. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) See 
Friday’s notice.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vacci-
nation required. Email huff_reunion@juno.
com for details.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – St. 
Luke’s Group, 12-Step Recovery, open 
meeting Mondays, 7 p.m. in the Education 
Bldg. in room 6, at 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. 
For details, call Rita at 281-309-2801.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #0683 
Friendswood chapter meets at the 
Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 N.
Friendswood Dr. in the educational  bldg., 
room 201. For information, call Lynette 
Ringrose 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau 
713-875-8820.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 
See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Join Wise Owls on every second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month. For companionship 
and games at, United Methodist Church , 
12501 Palmsprings Dr. in Houston. Call 
Shirley at 713-449-9959.
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice. 
10 a.m. CCART – The Clear Creek 
Association of Retired Teachers meets the 
second Tuesday, monthly, Sept.-May, 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m., Bay Area Community Center, 
5002 NASA Parkway in Seabrook near 
Landolt Pavilion. Texas-retired school 
employees from surrounding school districts 
welcome. Annual dues are $50. 
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
10:30 a.m. Tri County Republican Women 
– General meetings are held the second 
Tuesday, except June and July, Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., 
Pearland. Lunch available for $20. Exact 
cash or a check requested. To RSVP, visit 
www.tricountyrw.club/.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally with the exception of the second and 

fourth Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at sehous
ton.toastmastersclubs.org. In-person 
address 10500 Scarsdale Blvd.  (SB 
Chamber of Commerce). Visit the website or 
call Karen Nunn, at 832-722-9061 for  infor-
mation. 
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See 
Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational senior 
citizen social group meeting at St. Bernadette 
Catholic Church, 15500 El Camino Real, in 
Clear Lake on the fi rst and third Wednesdays 
for a time fi lled with fun, fellowship, lending 
library with books and puzzles, coffee and 
bingo. The meetings are open to those ages 
55 and older, with no dues. Day trips and 
extended trips available. Deposits are now 
being taken for Poland For details, call 
Marilyn at 713-444-6744.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – A ballroom 
dance group welcomes visitors every 
Wednesday to enjoy free dancing from 12:30 
to 3:00 p.m. at Hometown Heroes Park 
Ballroom, 1001 East League City Parkway, 
League City.   Everyone is welcome to enjoy 
dancing to a selection of CD music provided 
by DJ Neva Schroder and guest DJs. This 
weekly dance does not include lessons.  
Free lessons are taught by Jerry Sanford at 
the same location on Mondays from 1:30 to 
3:00 p.m. While these opportunities are free 
and provided by volunteers, the park system 
requires participants to register and get an 
activity card for all park activities. For more 
information about the activity card, one may 
ask at the front desk or call 281-554-1180.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See Friday’s 
notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community 
United Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 
713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832-
293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call Karen 
Hollon at 713-472-0565 for appointment. 
Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

LOPEZ
OVERHEAD 

DOORS
Residential & Commercial

New Garage Door Installation & Repair
24 Hour 

Emergency Service 713-953-1697

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 
required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

Big Edd’s
“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB26543E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at 

9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 
Bidding will open (2/11/25 8 a.m.) and

Conclude (2/18/25 10 a.m.) 
Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the 
right to withdraw the property at any time before 
the sale. Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. 
Property includes the contents of spaces of the 

following tenants: 
Cooper Penning: 1991 Suntracker Pontoon 

Boat (HIN#BUJ29130K192) 
Mary Jackson: furniture, display cases,  

antiques, paintings, bikes and misc.
David Stremmel: motorcycle parts, scrap 

metal, tools, misc.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Handyman Can.
Fences (Wood or Chain link), 

Decks, Painting, Siding, Flooring, 
Shower Conversions, Granite & 

Laminate countertops
Work done right at the right price

Serving South Belt and surrounding areas.

713.701.7400

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Adrian’s Junk Removal & Demolition
•Interior/exterior demolition 

• Trash removal • Fill dirt 
• Bobcat work • Pressure 

washing • Affordable pricing.
Lic. & Ins. 713-501-0184

Now Hiring
Established auto repair center located in Seabrook 

Experienced techs must have their own tools. 
Licensed Wrecker Driver. 5-day workweek. 

Contact Chuck at 281-474-7300 or 281-543-0942.

HIRE A HUSBAND
We haul and dump. Ceiling fan specialist, haul off 

batteries, change light bulbs, hang curtains, assem-
ble furniture, toilets, small jobs and odd jobs, any 

personal services.
The working ladies friend.

Call 409-245-1512

FURNITURE
HILTON FURNITURE. 
Serving over 27 yrs. 
12100 Gulf Frwy., Hou., 
77034. Mattress clear-
ance - $99 twin mattress 
or $149 full mattress. 
Offering free delivery to 
the South Belt area. Call 
Today - 832-857-4881. 
 2-27

REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR RENT 4 
Bedrooms, 2 baths and 
converted garage. ZIP 
code 77034. If interest-
ed, call 713-306-1784. 
 2-20

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 3-27
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. We also clean 
solar panels. Time for 
cleaning. Free Estimates!
 3-27
V.L. LAWN CARE & Tree 
Service. Lawn mowing, 
mulch, tree trimming & 

removal. Wood fences 
and pressure washing. 
Free estimatimes. 346-
577-3347. 3-27

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at 

9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 
Bidding will open (2/18/25 8 a.m.) and

Conclude (2/25/25 10 a.m.) 
Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale. 
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenants: 

Juan Cruz: 1980 Arrowglass Boat 170HP (Serial#
ARWZ0023M80F) on single axle trailer, smaller boat on 

trailer (parts only), and portable generator.
Paul J. Duval: record players, guitars, fishing poles, 

ladders, tools, machinery, rugs, and misc.
David Brown: extension ladder, 10’ Iron Horse utility 

trailer and  John Deere riding lawn mower.
Elpidio M. Inocencio: 1995 F150 

(VIN#1FTEX15Y0SKA94149).
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 With three years as a 
full-time starter at safety 
at the University of Ne-
vada-Las Vegas under his 
belt and a college degree 
promising to be in his 
hand in mere months, Do-
bie Class of 2021 graduate 
Johnathan Baldwin plans 
to turn his attention to the 
National Football League 
Draft in Green Bay, Wis. 
in late April.
 His collegiate playing 
career now complete after 
four seasons with the Reb-
els, Baldwin, easily one 
of the top pure athletes to 
emerge from the Dobie 
High School hallways this 
decade, intends to make a 
run at playing profession-
al football.
 The senior class safe-
ty profiles currently as a 
day-three draft choice or 
as an undrafted free agent 
signee following the draft 
proceedings. No matter 
the case, Baldwin is ready 
for the challenge.
 “I feel like I have 
played a lot of college 
football (more than 32 
career starts) at a high lev-
el, so physically I believe 
I know what it takes to 

come in and help a team,” 
Baldwin said. 
 “I’m willing to learn, 
I’m a good teammate 
and I will come in and do 
whatever is asked of me 
to the best of my abilities. 
We are all just looking for 
an opportunity at the end 
of the day, so we will see 
come April.”
 Since his collegiate ca-
reer ended in December, 
Baldwin has had an op-
portunity to reflect on an 
outstanding four-year run 
with the Rebels as he and 
many of his teammates 
played a huge role and 
elevating the University 
of Nevada-Las Vegas pro-
gram to new heights.
 Overall, the Rebels in 
2024 delivered the pro-
gram’s best overall season 
in decades, going 11-3 
overall and 6-1 in Moun-
tain West Conference play. 
UNLV lost to Boise State 
during the regular season, 
then took on the Broncos 
again in the MWC cham-
pionship game, again won 
by Boise State. 
 UNLV went on to play 
in the Art of Sport LA 
Bowl, defeating Cal 24-
13 as Baldwin totaled four 
tackles and half a sack in 

his final collegiate game.
 With his mind now 
shifting toward prepara-
tion for the NFL Draft in 
April and his expected 
college graduation with 
a degree in multidisci-
plinary studies in May, 
Baldwin said his four-year 
stay in Las Vegas was all 
he could have hoped for 
and then some.
 “When I came here, I 
was really looking to be 
part of something special 
here. My first year, we 
won just two games (2-10) 
and then five games (5-
7) my sophomore year,” 
Baldwin said. 
 Barry Odom was hired 
at UNLV shortly after the 

Dobie graduate Baldwin welcomes NFL possibilities as draft nears
completion of the 2022 
campaign, ultimately 
pushing the Rebels over 
the top within the Moun-
tain West Conference the 
following two seasons. 
 UNLV went 9-5 in 
2023 following a 49-36 
loss to Kansas State in 
the Guaranteed Rate Bowl 
in Arizona and won 11 
games this past season as 
Baldwin was again a key 
contributor at safety.  
 Shortly after the Reb-
els’ bowl game this sea-
son, Odom was named as 
the head coach at Purdue 
University. Dan Mullen 
is now the head coach at 
UNLV heading into the 
2025 season.

the co-Defensive Player 
of the Year in the 22-6A 
varsity boys’ basketball 
ranks. Having signed with 
UNLV that February, he 
joined UNLV in the sum-
mer of 2021.
 Baldwin’s younger 
brother, Jalen Baldwin, 
a 2023 Dobie graduate, 
was also at UNLV in 2023 
and again in 2024 and has 
since made his way to 
Mississippi Valley State 
University through the 
transfer portal.
 Also a defensive back 
at UNLV, Johnathan Bald-
win said the plan is for his 
brother to make the move 
to the offensive side of the 
ball.

he needs to do both on and 
off the field to be a leader 
and a big contributor. It’s 
been great to see Johna-
than have great success at 
UNLV.  
 “He’s put the hard work 
in and deserves everything 
that comes his way.”
 After leading Dobie to 
a 9-1 overall run during 
that 2020 district champi-
onship football season, the 
program’s first-ever at the 
6A level, Baldwin played 
his third and final season 
on the basketball court 
and again turned in an 
All-District performance.
 A physical on-ball, te-
nacious defender, Baldwin 
in 2020-2021 was named 

side of the ball was all 
about being a team-first 
guy and doing what was 
best for the team. 
 “Clearly, he was out-
standing for us in the 
defensive backfield, but 
during what turned out to 
be the pandemic season 
in 2020, we had a need 
at running back and I had 
approached Johnathan 
with the idea during the 
off-season about mak-
ing the move,” Berneathy 
said. 
 “He was all about do-
ing whatever it took to 
help out the team. He’s 
always been a tremendous 
teammate and has been 
willing to do everything 

sity football program as a 
freshman in 2017 during 
then head coach Mike 
Norman’s final season.
 Baldwin became an 
All-District safety the fol-
lowing two seasons under 
head coach Kevin Ber-
neathy, who had a highly 
successful run at Dobie 
from 2018 through 2021, 
then helped guide the 
Longhorns to their first 
district championship in 
10 seasons in 2020 as the 
team’s star running back 
with more than 1,000 
yards rushing. 
 Now the head coach at 
La Porte, Berneathy said 
Baldwin’s willingness to 
switch to the offensive 

 “We really made a 
jump in 2023, coach (Bar-
ry) Odom’s first year, then 
put it all together this 
year,” Baldwin said. “I’m 
very proud of what we 
were able to do at UNLV. 
In my mind, my college 
career was everything I 
could have hoped for. 
 “Make no mistake, I 
put in the work day in, day 
out, and the return was 
getting the chance to start 
each week and battle with 
my teammates out there 
on the field.” 

Elite at Dobie
 Simply put, Baldwin 
was a tremendous over-
all athlete at Dobie. He 
made the leap to the var-

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 As an educator and high 
school tennis coach with 
more than 40 years invest-
ed into the generations of 
young players who have 
come through programs 
such as those at Dobie, 
O’Connell High School in 
Galveston and even Clear 
Lake High School within 
Clear Creek ISD, Manuel 
Moreno Jr. can take com-
fort in knowing that he has 
made a difference more 
than a few times along the 
way.
 And clearly,  there are 
those who are taking no-
tice.  Moreno, now in his 
26th school year as head 
coach of the Dobie tennis 
program, was last Decem-
ber notified that he will 
be the 2025 recipient of 
the United States Tennis 
Association’s prestigious 
Texas Lloyd Sessions Ed-
ucational Merit Award. 
Moreno also won the 

award in 2020. 
 He is one of only four 
individuals to have won 
the honor twice, join-
ing the legendary John 
Wilkerson,  who during 
his career helped guide 
the careers of future pro-
fessional standouts Zina 
Garrison and Lori McNeil 
when they trained at the 
former McGregor Park 
Tennis Center in Houston, 
as well as two others
 Established in 1973, the 
Sessions honor annually 
recognizes an individual 
who is committed to the 
growth of junior tennis in 
Texas. 
 With an emphasis on 
the word “educational,” 
it emphasizes the im-
portance of teaching and 
developing junior tennis 
players of all levels and 
abilities.
 Quite simply, Moreno’s 
lifelong career in the sport 
near-perfectly embodies 
the description of the Ses-

sions Award. 
 As a youth, Moreno 
played tennis at Galves-
ton’s O’Connell High 
School under the tutelage 
of Vince Stiglich Jr. and 
then at Lamar University 
for legendary head coach 
Ron Wesbrooks as a col-
lege student. 
 Along the way, More-
no said he was guided 
by many of the similar 
teachings and beliefs upon 
which he has built his 
coaching career. Regard-
less of tennis skill,  it’s al-
ways been about develop-
ment, and a focus on team 
and family for Moreno.
 “We had one of the most 
successful high school ten-
nis programs anywhere in 
the state of Texas when I 
played there at O’Connell, 
and that includes many of 
the best public high school 
programs,” Moreno said. 
 “We were beating them 
all, the great Clear Lake 
programs at that time, too. 

Longhorns’ Moreno earns a second USTA Lloyd Sessions merit nod
That’s how good we were. 
 “But at the same time, 
coach Stiglich cared about 
us individually as stu-
dent-athletes and really 
focused on family within 
our program. That stuck 
with me and has always 
been part of the founda-
tion of my programs all 
these years.
 “The achievements as a 
team and as players on the 
tennis court were import-
ant, but the other things 
off the court were equally 
as important. It was more 
of the same thing at Lamar 
University when I played 
for coach Wesbrooks. 
 “We were a family on 
and off the court, and he 
really poured a lot of his 
time into how we were do-
ing as students and spent a 
lot of his time helping to 
prepare us for what our 
lives would become. 
 “In a lot of ways, that 
is all I’ve ever tried to do 
during my coaching ca-

know the kids appreciate 
it as well. Year after year, 
the kids here at Dobie 
High School have taken 
tremendous pride in their 
community, Dobie High 
School itself and the ten-
nis program. 
 “As a coach, that’s all 
you can ask for. It’s been 
an award in and of itself 
just to be able to be a part 
of these kids’ lives as their 
coach all of these years.”
 Including the Lloyd 
Sessions Award, Moreno 
has been the recipient of 
countless honors over the 
decades of his career. 
 To him, the credit goes 
elsewhere. “It’s always 
been about the kids. I 
could go on and on with 
the names of some of the 
kids that deserve credit for 
the program that we’ve 
been able to establish here 
at Dobie High School. 
 “I’m just proud to have 
been their head coach all 
these years.”

he’s the longest-tenured 
head coach at the school 
and says he is proud to 
have been a Longhorn for 
much of his career.
 “I have to give credit to 
(former principal) Steve 
Jamail for not only hiring 
me at Dobie but providing 
all the support to both my-
self and the kids during his 
stay as principal,” Moreno 
said. 
 “Mr. Jamail was at 
O’Connell shortly after I 
left there as a player,  and 
he understood the impor-
tance of the tennis program 
and what it could mean to 
young student-athletes.  
 “So his support of our 
program all those years 
was tremendously appre-
ciated. It has always meant 
a lot to the kids to feel like 
the school recognizes their 
accomplishments. 
 “(Current principal) 
“Jorly Thomas has also 
been extremely support-
ive of our program, and I 

reer. None of us are going 
to turn out a ton of profes-
sional players. For most if 
not all of them, their lives 
will include both victories 
and defeats just as they 
face in the game of tennis. 
 “I just try to help these 
kids realize that they have 
support through their fam-
ily on the tennis court, and 
along the way try to guide 
them for life after Dobie 
High School.”
 The Dobie program has 
not cultivated regional fi-
nal four-caliber fall team 
tennis programs nor state 
level individual perform-
ers in the spring, yet in 
many ways that is what’s 
made it as rewarding as it 
has for Moreno all these 
years. 
 He readily admits that 
when he came to Dobie, 
his original intention was 
to stay one year and per-
haps move on to another 
program. 
 Twenty-six years later, 

Dobie tennis coach Manuel Moreno Jr. is the 2025 
recipient of the United States Tennis Association’s 
prestigious Texas Lloyd Sessions Educational Merit 
Award.

JFD girls’ basketball has plenty of which to be proud as 2024-2025 season closes out

Dezire Lewis (23) was another terrifi c performer during her senior season with the 
Longhorns as she helped her team pick up double-digit wins during the 2024-2025 
season and will certainly draw All-District consideration. Photos by Donna Alsdorf

An All-District honoree last season as a junior, Dobie varsity girls’ basketball standout 
Ulani Davis (5) was a team captain for the Longhorns this season and delivered an 
outstanding overall performance in her fi nal season within the program.

With his mind now shift-
ing toward preparation 
for the NFL Draft in 
April and his expected 
college graduation with 
a degree in multidisci-
plinary studies in May, 
Jonathan Baldwin said 
his four-year stay in Las 
Vegas was all he could 
have hoped for and then 
some. Baldwin started 
for two seasons at safe-
ty for the Longhorns 
during his sophomore 
and junior seasons, 
and was then the 22-6A 
Player of the Year in 
2020 as a running back 
as he rushed for more 
than 1,000 yards and 
led Dobie to its first dis-
trict championship in a 
decade. He was also the 
co-Defensive Player of 
the Year as a senior on 
the basketball court as 
he concluded a three-
year run at the varsity 
level. At the University 
of Nevada-Las Vegas, 
Baldwin made more 
than 30 career starts 
and was a key contrib-
utor in the massive 
turnaround within the 
Rebels’ problem both in 
2023 and 2024.

Dobie Tiara Charles (24) was able to pick up varsity basketball playing experience as a 
sophomore this season and certainly will be a key player heading into the future for the 
Longhorns under head coach Rachel Flores. 
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