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PISD names new AD
 The Pasadena ISD has found its next 
generation of leaders within the athletic de-
partment, as the board of director’s offi cially 
approved Rupert Jaso as incoming athletic di-
rector. The board also approved Donna Branch 
of Dobie High School as the district’s assistant 
athletic director.
 Jaso, once the varsity baseball head coach 
at Clear Lake High School, is an assistant 
principal at Clear Creek High School. In turn, 
Branch has been an assistant principal at Do-
bie High School since the 2003-2004 school 
year.
 With Tom Ed Gooden currently in house as 
interim athletic director within Pasadena ISD, 
there is no timetable for just when Jaso or 
Branch will assume their new roles. For more 
information, see Page 1B.

SB Dolphins set sign-ups
 The Southbelt Dolphins of the Bay Area 
Football League has set upcoming registra-
tion dates for the 2017 season, with practices 
starting in July. The registration dates include 
a Saturday, March 4 session from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little 
League’s facility during opening day festivi-
ties, in addition to April 22, May 20 and June 
24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sagemont 
Community Center.

JFD has percussion concert
 The J. Frank Dobie Band will have an 
all-percussion concert Tuesday, Feb. 28, at 7 
p.m. in the school auditorium. It is free to the 
public; however, donations will be accepted. 
All proceeds will benefi t Dobie percussion.

Scouts offer Venturing
 The Boy Scouts of America are search-
ing for young males and females interested 
in joining its Venturing program. Venturing’s 
purpose is to provide positive experiences to 
help young people mature and to prepare them 
to become responsible and caring adults, with 
an emphasis in adventure, leadership, personal 
growth and service.
 Participants must be between 14 years of 
age (or 13 years of age and have complet-
ed the eighth grade) and 21 years of age. To 
learn more about Venturing, visit St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
Room 5, on Friday, Feb. 24, from 7 to 8 p.m. 
For more information, call Robert Mendoza at 
281-481-4246.

Library seeks donations
 The Friends of Parker Williams Branch Li-
brary, 10851 Scarsdale, is currently seeking 
donations of gently used fi ction and nonfi ction 
books. There is a particular need for adult soft-
backs (pocketbooks) and all children’s books. 
CDs and DVDs are also being sought.

Free self-defense offered
 The American Society of Karate is offer-
ing free one-hour self-defense and martial arts 
courses for teens and adults (ages 13-80) at 
the Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 
Hughes, on Fridays through May 26, begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. For more information, email 
Michael.Alonzo@ASKKarate.com or call 
281-788-5930.

Crohn’s group to meet
 The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of Amer-
ica (CCFA) Bay Area support group will meet 
Tuesday, Feb. 28, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the 
State Farm Insurance offi ce, located at 12941 
Gulf Freeway, Suite 101. Patients and caregiv-
ers are invited to attend. Meetings are free.

Dobie 40th reunion set
 The J. Frank Dobie High School Class of 
1977 40th reunion has been set. This will be a 
two-day event, starting Friday evening, Sept. 
15, and ending with the main event Saturday 
night, Sept.16. A Friday night mixer will be 
at South Shore Harbor from 6 to 10 p.m. Sat-
urday’s main event will be at the Green Event 
Center, 2000 W. Parkwood Ave. in Friend-
swood, from 7 p.m. to midnight. For more in-
formation, visit www.jfrankdobie1977.com or 
www.facebook.com/jfd1977.

CrossRoads to host feast
 CrossRoads United Methodist Church, 
10030 Scarsdale, will host a free Shrove Tues-
day pancake supper on Tuesday, Feb. 28, from 
5 to 7 p.m. Sometimes called Mardi Gras, Fat 
Tuesday or pancake day, Shrove Tuesday is 
traditionally the last day of indulgent eating 
before Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Every-
one is welcome to attend.

St. Luke’s sells barbecue
 The Youth of St. Luke the Evangelist Cath-
olic Community will hold a barbecue sale Sat-
urday, Feb. 25, from noon to 7 p.m. and on 
Sunday, Feb. 26, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. (or un-
til they sell out) in the social hall and church 
parking lot, weather permitting. 
 Large barbecue sandwiches with chips and 
a drink will be $7 each. 
 Proceeds will go toward the youth group’s 
summer retreats.

Deputies respond to area crime
 Deputies from Harris County Precinct 2 Con-
stable Chris Diaz’s offi ce have kept busy as of 
late responding to numerous calls and making 
multiple arrests.
 On Saturday, Feb. 18, deputies responded to a 
criminal mischief call around 9 p.m. where a res-
ident had witnessed someone smashing in a win-
dow at an apartment complex in the 10900 block 
of Highland Meadow Village Drive.
 Deputies were able to track down the de-
scribed vehicle, a white Dodge Charger with a 
female and two males, and the witness positively 
identifi ed them as being the suspects.
 A search of the suspects’ vehicle yielded mul-
tiple pieces of stolen property, including laptop 
computers, cell phones, DVD players, a ring dis-
play with jewelry, multiple Social Security cards 
and a sizable amount of yen currency.
 Chelsea Thomas, 23, was arrested for having 
multiple open warrants in Harris County; Lance 
Minnieweather, 26, was arrested and charged 
with felony possession of stolen articles; and 
Jecobie Jackson, 23, was arrested on charges of 
criminal mischief.
 According to Precinct 2 Sgt. Robert Sanchez, 
some of the stolen items were traced back to a 
burglary of a habitation the Houston Police De-
partment was investigating.
 Additional charges are expected to be fi led, 
Sanchez said.
 Deputies responded to multiple calls that were 
similar in nature on the morning of Tuesday, Feb. 
21, when two break-ins and one home invasion 
were all reported within just a few blocks of each 
other.
 The break-ins occurred on Pigeonwood and 
Gullwood, while the home invasion took place 
on Waxwood.
 In the Pigeonwood incident, several items 
were taken from the house. A dog at the Gull-

wood residence reportedly scared off the crooks 
before anything could be taken.
 A woman was showering at the home on Wax-
wood when the crooks broke in. Again, nothing 
was taken from the home, as the crooks were 
scared off when the woman shouted for her hus-
band.
 Investigators believe all three incidents are re-
lated.
 Surveillance footage shows the suspects driv-
ing an older model white Toyota, possibly a Co-
rolla or a Camry. The suspects are described as 
three black males, with one of the men wearing a 
gray hoodie.
 Anyone with any information about this case 
is urged to contact the Precinct 2 Constable’s of-
fi ce at 281-481-9189.
 Deputies are also searching for a suspect(s) 
wanted for breaking into St. Luke’s Catholic 
Church in the 11000 block of Hall Road.
 Investigators said the break-in took place be-
tween 10 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 19, and 6:30 a.m. 
Monday, Feb. 20.
 The church’s worship center, parish hall and 
administration building were all broken into.
 According to investigators, the suspect(s) 
gained entry through an interior window of the 
administration building in the church’s court-
yard.
 Nothing was reported missing as a result of 
the break-ins. Deputies said they found multiple 
empty money bags in an administration offi ce, 
but the money they once contained had already 
been safely placed in the church’s safe.
 There were signs that the crook(s) had at-
tempted to break into the church’s safe, but they 
were unsuccessful, investigators said.
 Anyone with any information about this case 
is urged to contact the Precinct 2 Constable’s of-
fi ce at 281-481-9189.

Intersection
closure set
 Beamer Road will be completely closed at 
Beltway 8 from 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 24, through 
5 a.m. Monday, Feb. 27.
 This will be a full closure of the northbound 
and southbound lanes of Beamer under the belt-
way. Both U-turn lanes will also remain closed.
 The measure is to ensure driver safety, as work 
on the beltway overpass is expected to cause de-
bris to fall down on the Beamer thoroughfare be-
low.
 At least one inside lane on the eastbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road from Beamer to Pearland 
Parkway will also be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. through Thursday, March 9.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from Beamer to 
Highway 288 from two to four lanes in each di-
rection.

Beamer @ BW8 to close this weekend

There will be a complete closure of both the northbound and south-
bound lanes of Beamer Road under the Beltway 8 overpass from 
9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 24, through 5 a.m. Monday, Feb. 27. Contrac-
tors are concerned that work on the overpass, similar to that shown 

Challengers file for school elections
 Several candidates fi led at the last minute Fri-
day, Feb. 17, to run in the upcoming Pasadena In-
dependent School District and San Jacinto Col-
lege school board elections.
 In the PISD election, votes will decide who 
will fi ll the Position 1, Position 2, Position 3 and 
Position 4 seats. All seats are at-large positions. 
 Position 1 incumbent Fred Roberts is being 
challenged by Roel Saldivar; Position 2 incum-
bent Mariselle Quijano is being challenged by 
Maria Vilma Duran; Position 3 incumbent Nelda 
R. Sullivan is being challenged by former PISD 
board member Larry Savala; and Position 4 in-
cumbent Jack Bailey is being challenged by Jóse 

A. Cázares.
 In the San Jacinto College election, voters will 
decide who will fi ll the Position 1 and Position 2 
seats. All seats are at-large positions. Each posi-
tion is for a six-year term.
 Vying for Position 1 are Rick Guerrero, Erica 
Davis Rouse and Richard Serna. Longtime board 
member Brad Hance was forced to forfeit the po-
sition after fi ling to run for another offi ce.
 Position 2 incumbent Dr. Ruede Wheeler is 
running unopposed.
 The elections will be held Saturday, May 6. 
Early voting will begin Monday, April 24, and 
continue through Tuesday, May 2.

Martin meeting addresses panhandlers, other issues
 Houston District E City Council Member Dave 
Martin hosted a town hall meeting Thursday, Feb. 
16, in which he and invited guests spoke about 
ongoing capital improvement plan (CIP) projects 
and other community-related issues.
 In all, roughly $1.3 billion will be spent on 
CIP projects between 2017 and 2021.

 “I know $1.3 billion over fi ve years sounds 
like a lot of money, but it’s really just the tip of 
the iceberg for what really needs to be done,” 
said Houston Public Works and Engineering De-
partment Deputy Director Carol Haddock.
 Of the 26 CIP projects planned for District E, 
only six are planned for the South Belt area, and 

Time changes for Dobie ceremony
 The time and location of Dobie High School’s 
fi fth annual Hall of Honor induction ceremo-
ny, set to take place at the campus Friday, Feb. 
24, have changed. The function will now begin 
at 6:15 p.m., rather than 7 p.m., and it has been 
moved from the school’s auditorium to its front 
foyer.
 A reception for the inductees and their fami-
lies will begin at 5 p.m. in the foyer.
 Honorees include four Dobie alumni and one 

faculty member.
 Distinguished alumni include pediatrician, 
Dr. Barbara Taylor-Cox (Class of 1977), U.S. 
Coast Guard veteran, Commander Jonathan Car-
ter (Class of 1995), Houston Rockets executive, 
Gersson Rosas (Class of 1996) and coffee shop 
entrepreneur, David Buehrer (Class of 2002).
 Former Dobie tennis coach Bobby Kramer is 
the sole faculty member to be honored.
 The event is free and open to the public.

Rabid bat discovered at Weber
 A bat, later determined to be rabid, was dis-
covered in the Weber Elementary gymnasium on 
Tuesday, Feb. 14. 
 The animal was spotted by a fi fth-grade fe-
male student during physical education class. 
The student reportedly touched the bat but was 
not bitten.
 Once aware of the incident, Weber coach-
es quickly cleared the area and notifi ed animal 
control, which did a sweep of the entire campus. 
Animal control offi cials believe the bat entered 
through the exterior gym door.
 On Wednesday, Feb. 15, test results from the 
Harris County Public Health (HCPH) department 
determined the bat was infected with the rabies 
virus. The student was examined by both coun-
ty and independent physicians and determined to 
be free from infection. The student will continue 
to be monitored for several weeks, school district 
offi cials said.
 Weber Principal Cheryl Chaney sent out two 
messages to parents notifying them of the inci-
dent – one immediately after the bat’s discovery 
and a second, lengthier one after the animal test-
ed positive for rabies.

 “As standard protocol, the campus will be 
monitored for a two-week watch period by 
trained school district personnel who will in-
spect the interior and exterior of the facility for 
any signs of bats,” the letter read in part. “School 
offi cials will take the appropriate actions and no-
tify you if any more bats are found. We are com-
mitted to providing a safe environment for our 
children. Inspections to keep the campus free of 
pests are conducted throughout the year.”
 Following the incident, county experts visited 
the school to educate the students about the pos-
sible dangers of bats and the rabies virus.
 “I asked Dr. (Yvonne) Chu from the Harris 
County Health Department to talk to our fi fth-
grade students, who were in the gym yesterday, 
about what happened and what to do if you ever 
see a bat,” Chaney said. “Our district lead nurs-
es, Jerri Stepp and Pam Alford, and I were pres-
ent during today’s discussion. It was informative 
and gave students good information about safety 
precautions.”
 Chaney urges parents to also discuss the issue 
with their children.

Continued on Page 6A

above, will cause debris to fall on vehicles and pedestrians below. At 
least one inside lane on the eastbound Beltway 8 frontage road from 
Beamer to Pearland Parkway will also be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. through Thursday, March 9.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

fi ve of those are focused on the Edgebrook area.
 Four separate drainage and paving projects 
are planned for the Arlington Heights, Gulfway 
Terrace and Freeway Manor neighborhoods. The 
two Arlington Heights projects are expected to 
be complete in 2018, while the remaining three 
projects are scheduled for a 2019 completion 
date.
 Additionally, a moat at Wilson Park that has 
been deemed unsafe is scheduled to be removed 
by 2018.
 Longtime South Belt resident and community 
activist Jim Muecke commended Martin for ad-
dressing these issues.
 “I want to thank you,” Muecke said. “Previous 

Continued on Page 2A

Kirkway
apartments
dropped

Kroger security increased

There’s been a marked increase in police and security presence at the shopping center at 
Beltway 8 and Sabo that houses the Kroger, following a recent meeting hosted by the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce to address growing crime at the intersection. Above, 
two police units and a security guard are shown in the center’s parking lot. Speed bumps 
have also been installed to deter thieves.  Photo courtesy of Facebook member Sherry N Curtis

 Houston City Council announced Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, it withdrew its support for the proposed 
development of The Kirkway, a subsidized apart-
ment complex on the north side of Beltway 8 be-
tween Beamer and Sabo that would cater to se-
niors 55 and over, if approved.
 The move came one week after an earlier vote 
on the measure had been postponed following 
multiple concerns expressed by South Belt com-
munity leaders.
 Critics of the proposed development stressed 
they are not opposed to all subsidized senior fa-
cilities in the South Belt community and are ac-
tually supportive of a second proposed devel-
opment that would be located roughly one mile 
away.
 If approved, Stonebrook Manor would be lo-
cated at the southeast corner of the Gulf Freeway
  Continued on Page 2A
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Lela: values upside 
down, backwards
 So now the liberal “geniuses” running 
the NFL have issued a thinly veiled warn-
ing to Texas about passing laws which 
those “geniuses” might deem “discrimi-
natory.”  This after the NFL warned Geor-
gia not to pass a religious freedom law.  
Hopefully Texas will tell the bullying NFL 
what it can do with its threat.
 Liberal values are so upside-down and 
backwards that many pro-LGBT people 
actually believe it is okay to ignore the 
feelings of decent moral people who don’t 
want their children to share bathrooms 
with adult sexually confused transgen-
ders.  In other words, many liberals place 
the disordered feelings of transgenders 

(and heterophobic homosexuals) above 
the feelings of normal people. Truly bi-
zarre. 
     Trump beat Clinton in part because 
a lot of decent moral people are get-
ting really fed up with liberal judgmen-
talism, liberal self-righteousness, liberal 
name-calling, liberal violence and hate, 
liberal intolerance, and liberal bullying.
     One of the biggest problems with lib-
erals is they don’t seem to understand 
there is a difference between the words 
“legal” and “illegal.”  For example, legal 
immigration is fi ne, generally speaking.  
Illegal immigration is not fi ne.  Pretty sim-
ple, but it’s apparently still too complicat-
ed for a lot of liberals.  Many people who 
voted for Trump are fed up with people 
who have little respect for our laws.

         Wayne Lela

Deaths

Leader checks out social media

Elected offi cials share their words

In My Opinion

Local library events set
Parker Williams Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale 
Blvd., Houston, 77089.
 TaxAide is available Mondays and Fridays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., through April 18. There will 
be no tax assistance on Good Friday, April 14, since the library will be closed. Volunteers 
from AARP TaxAide will assist with federal income tax preparation, tax questions and fi ling 
tax returns. The service is free on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Bring a photo-ID, social 
security card and any other offi cial documentation for oneself and all dependents, a copy of 
last year’s income tax return, W-2 forms from each employer, unemployment compensation 
statements and other necessary forms.
 The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program will be at the library on Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., through April 8. VITA offers free tax for those earning $54,000 or less an-
nually, persons with disabilities and taxpayers with limited English vocabulary. IRS-certifi ed 
volunteers provide free basic income tax return preparation with electronic fi ling to qualifi ed 
individuals.
 Thursday, Feb. 23, 2 p.m. Make a hypertufa pot. Recommended for adults.
 Thursday, Feb. 23, 5 p.m. STEM Time. Focus will be on the different contributions of 
African American inventors and engineers.
 Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 a.m. Transforming Your Life Through Meditation
 Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2 p.m. Book discussion on Tomlinson Hill, by Chris Tomlinson.
 Wednesday, March 1, 2:30 p.m., Computer Basics
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. 
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese Learning Time. Preregistration required. For information on this 
program, speak with Loc Bui.  
 For more information on these programs, call the library at 281-484-2036.

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
 Thursday, Feb. 23, 6:30 p.m. Knitting and crochet
 Saturday, Feb. 25, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Saturday, Feb. 25, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. English learning
 Saturday, Feb. 25, 12:30 p.m. Lego playtime
 Saturday, Feb. 25, 12:30 p.m. Citizenship class
 Tuesday, Feb. 28, 10:30 a.m. Baby storytime; 10:30 a.m. Toddler playtime
 Wednesday, March 1, 10:30 a.m. Polliwog club: Live animals
 Wednesday, March 1: Computer courses:
 2 p.m. Computer Basics - Course covers the main parts of a computer. Common computer 
terminology is defi ned and features of different computers and types of productivity, commu-
nications, educational, and entertainment programs are explained.
 3:15 p.m. Internet Basics - Course explains the purpose of the Internet, what is needed to 
connect to it and important terms. Learn how to use web browsers and search engines. 
 4:30 p.m. Basic Powerpoint - Students learn basic functions of this program to create pre-
sentations, including adding graphics and multimedia. Students learn to identify the printing 
options for presentations.
 For more information on these programs, call the library at 832-393-2580. All events are 
free and open to the public.
 Bracewell hours are Sunday and Monday - Closed; Tuesday and Wednesday - 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Thursday - noon to 8 p.m., Friday - 1 to 5 p.m., and Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 At the Senate Finance Committee 
hearing chaired by Senator Jane Nelson 
(R-Flower Mound), Senator Paul Bet-
tencourt (R-Houston) questioned Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles Executive 
Director Whitney Brewster on the status 
of actual fraud detection software and 
systems in the state’s Registration and 
Title System (RTS). At least 10 coun-
ty tax offi ces and state regional centers 
have been affected by these thefts over 
the last two years per the testimony of 
Brewster.
  “Having six tax assessor-collectors 
arrested for registration and title fraud 
across the state in the last year is appall-
ing to say the least,” Senator Bettencourt 
said.
  “Now that the Texas Department of 
Motor Vehicles has upgraded and mod-
ernized the old Registration and Title 
System (RTS) mainframe to a modern 
server system, fraud detection tools must 
be developed to stop elected tax asses-
sors and/or their employees from steal-
ing and defrauding public monies from 
the state and counties,” he added.
 In testimony tax assessor-collectors in 
Austin, Cameron, Starr, Milam, Leon and 
Van Zandt were arrested in the last year 

Bettencourt insists on protection 
to stop registration, title thefts

Six county Tax Assessor-Collectors arrested in Texas 
recently for defrauding TxDMV and the public

and other state and county offi ces have 
had employees arrested as well.
 “It’s an epidemic. There is just too 
much money changing hands at window 
counters all across the state on titles and 
registrations to ignore this problem any 
longer,” Bettencourt added. “A lot of these 
are cash transactions that can be can-
celed by the lack of RTS fraud tools, and 
it has to stop.”
 As a tax assessor-collector in Harris 
County for a decade, Bettencourt direct-
ed his Harris County tax offi ce executive 
director and offi ce staff at the time to de-
velop fraud detection software programs 
to be “bolted onto” the RTS system that 
is still in service 15 years later to prevent 
similar theft in RTS.
  “It is time that the Texas Department 
of Motor Vehicles adopt similar tools to 
prevent this epidemic of thefts at tax of-
fi ces around the state,” he requested of 
the TxDMV executive director during tes-
timony.
 In response, Brewster said this devel-
opment of anti-fraud tools is being done 
in the base budget request of the depart-
ment. Bettencourt expects to follow this 
software development closely in the leg-
islative session. 

 Genealogy enthusiasts welcome!  Bay Area Genealogical 
Society meeting and potluck dinner will be held Friday, Feb. 
24.  
 Guest speaker is former astronaut Retired USAF Col. Jerry 
L Ross. 
 He will discuss transcribing, researching and organizing 
historical diaries to create and publish a book. 
 Dinner (bring a side or dessert to share) starts at 6:30 p.m., 
The program will begin at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall at Uni-
versity Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook Drive, Houston.  
 For more information visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org or 
call Kim Zrubek at 281-992-2636.

Bay Area Genealogical meets

Robby Mitchell 
Little

Jo Ann Mason 
Carr

 Jo Ann Mason Carr, 
77, a long time resident of 
Sagemont died Jan. 17, 2017 
at her home in Houston. She 
was born on April 30, 1939, 
the only daughter of the late 
Gould and Oline Mason.
 Jo Ann graduated from 
Genoa Central High School 
and moved to Houston soon 
after. It was there that she met 
and married her loving hus-
band of more than fi fty years, 
Gary Carr. 
 She enjoyed a variety of 
jobs including sixteen years 
at NASA’s Johnson Space 
Center.
 Jo Ann is survived by her 
husband Gary and her three 
children and their families: 
Teresa Cory and husband 
Mark of West Palm Beach, 
Florida; Sharon Hogg and 
husband Cliff of Houston; 
Joseph Carr of Centerburg, 
Ohio; grandchildren David 
and Stephen Cory, Kelly and 
Daniel Hogg, and Dillon, 
Demi and Tristan Carr; broth-
er and sisters-in-law Sam 
and Shirley Mason, Steve 
and Kathy Mason; nephews 
Scott, Coy and Blake Mason 
and their families. JoAnn is 
preceded in death by her be-
loved grandson Dakota Carr.
 Graveside services offi ci-
ated by the  Rev. Dale Vickers, 
were held on Saturday, Jan. 
21, 2017 at Holly Springs 
Methodist Church and Ceme-
tery in Miller County Arkan-
sas.

 Robby Mitchell Little, age 
57, died on Thursday, Jan. 
12, 2017 at his home in Trin-
ity, Texas. 
 He was born, April 7, 
1959 in Crosbyton, Texas. 
He attended fi rst grade in Lo-
renzo, Texas. His father and 
mother moved the family to 
Houston in 1969. 
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Robert “Bob” 
and Patsy Ruth Little. 
 Rob attended Genoa Ele-
mentary, Beverly Hills Inter-

SJC set upcoming events
 San Jacinto College has 
announced its upcoming 
events. 
 Clear Horizons Early 
College High School 10-year 
Celebration. CHECHS will 
host a 10-year celebration 
event on Friday, Feb. 24 from 
6 to 8 p.m., in the student 
center (building 11) at the 
San Jacinto College South 
Campus. The event will 
include a silent auction 
beginning at 6 p.m.; guest 
speakers at 6:15 p.m.; dinner 
at 6:30 p.m.; and a live auc-
tion at 7 p.m., with the silent 
auction concluding at 8 p.m. 
Payment for the silent and 
live auctions will be credit 
card or cash only. Tickets for 
the dinner are available 
online at chechs.ccisd.net, 
but are not required.
 Baseball vs. Laredo 
Community College and 
Wharton County Junior 
College. The San Jacinto 
College baseball team will 
face Laredo Community 
College on Friday, Feb. 24 at 

7 p.m., and Saturday, Feb. 25 
at noon. They will take on 
Wharton County Junior 
College on Thursday, March 
2 at 6 p.m. All home games 
are played at John Ray 
Harrison Field at Andy 
Pettitte Park on the San 
Jacinto College North 
Campus and are free and 
open to the public.
 Women’s Basketball vs. 
Tyler Junior College. The 
San Jacinto College women’s 
basketball team will host 
Tyler Junior College on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 at 2 p.m. 
All home games are played in 
Nichols Gymnasium (build-
ing N16) at the San Jacinto 
College North Campus and 
are free and open to the pub-
lic.
 Men’s Basketball vs. 
Lamar State College Port 
Arthur. The San Jacinto 
College men’s basketball 
team will host Lamar State 
College Port Arthur on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 at 4 p.m. 
All home games are played in 

Jack Ingram

 Jack Ingram, 41, longtime 
Sagemont resident died sud-
denly on Feb. 18, 2017. He 
was born in Princeton, New 
Jersey to Ronald and Diana 
Ingram on July 25, 1975. 
Jack was named after his un-
cle Jack Ingram.
 Jack was considered a 
top “Alien Atmosphere and 
Dense Loading Specialist,” 
a very precise and dangerous 
discipline. 
 Jack traveled the world 
in his work for International 
Catalyst of Texas and Petrov-
al Densicat of France. Jack’s 
work took him to the furthest 
reaches of the planet and he 
shared many stories of ad-
venture, exotic foods and 
cultures. His father describes 
him as the complete “alpha 
male” accepting the call to 
everyone’s needs, yet consol-
ing and wise.
 Jack attended Poca High 
School in Poca, W.Va., and 
graduated from LaGrange 
High School in Lake Charles, 
La., in 1993 and attended 

mediate and graduated from 
J. Frank Dobie High School 
in 1977. 
 Rob then joined the army 
and met his fi rst wife, Janet 
Syslo of Omaha, the mother 
of their son, Robert Michael. 
He later remarried to Stacy 
Williams, in San Antonio, 
and helped raise her children 
David Little, Wendy Reyes, 
Charity Ros, and Adam Ros. 
Rob “aka Rapid Rob” was an 
iron worker and  a body man. 
He could put back together 
the most wrecked-up cars. 
Rob was a diehard Dallas 
Cowboy fan. He loved Mo-
tocross, NASCAR,  the Tex-
as Longhorns, Star Trek, Star 
Wars and all movies. Rob 
could quote the best lines in 
movies. 
 He is survived by his sis-
ter Jayna Lynne Little of 
LaPorte; fi rst ex-wife Janet
Syslo; second ex-wife Stacy 
Williams; sons Robert Mi-
chael and wife Peggy Hannan 
of Omaha; David Little and 
wife, Yvonne of San Antonio; 
stepchildren Wendy Reyes 
and Charity Ros of San Anto-
nio and Adam Ros of Hous-
ton; and six grandchildren 
to whom he loved being Pe-
paw;  aunt Frances Hunter of 
Lovington, N.M.; and many 
cousins. 
 Family and friends whose 
lives Rob touched are invited 
to celebrate his life  at a me-
morial service Saturday, Feb., 
25, 1 p.m., at Rio Bravo Mo-
tocross Park, 11610 N. Lake 
Houston Parkway, Houston, 
Texas, 77044. See Facebook 
page Robby “Rapid Rob” 
Little Memorial for tribute. 

McNeese State University in 
Lake Charles.
 He is survived by his par-
ents; older brother Ronald 
Ingram Jr. and his wife Rose 
and their three children Trey, 
Andy and Romy; stepdaugh-
ter Madeline and stepsis-
ter Tonya – all of Houston; 
grandmother Joyce Karr; 
many cousins, aunts and un-
cles; and godfather Buster 
Austin of Houston.
 Jack was non-denomina-
tional, but spoke privately of 
his personal faith in a solemn 
and quiet manner often. A 
refl ection of Jack’s faith and 
love was through his music, 
song writing and poetry, and 
all things outdoors. He never 
ceased to wonder at the beau-
ty of God’s work. Tributes 
have arrived from around 
the world and love and sor-
row from his many friends in 
Louisiana and Austin. 
 Jack’s older brother Ron-
ald is deaf. The memories of 
the two debating in sign lan-
guage on a golf course was a 
site that witnesses could nev-
er forget. Jack enjoyed shoot-
ing with his mother, golfi ng 
with his brother and dad, cad-
dying for his dad during ama-
teur events, camping for long 
periods along the wild unin-
habited Texas coast, fi shing 
whenever and wherever, and 
endless hours with his neph-
ews Trey and Andy and niece 
Romy. 
 Jack was a vocal fan at 
Tonya’s basketball games, 
and was the cook and cen-
ter of entertainment at all 
backyard “get-togethers” at 
his parent’s pool parties. His 
many friends considered him 
an extension of their families 
and he cared deeply for all of 
them.
 In 1988 Jack and his fa-
ther completed a 62 day and 
night journey on a small sail-
boat traveling from West Vir-
ginia to Houston along the 
Kanawha, Ohio, Mississippi 
rivers, through the Atchafa-
laya swamp, across the Gulf 
of Mexico and up Galves-
ton Bay. Jack was 12 when 
he departed and 13 when he 
returned home. He always 
viewed that journey as a spe-
cial time. In later years Jack 
would apply those skills as 
a survivalist and had built 
“bugout” kits for all of the 
family members – always 
making plans and taking re-
sponsibility for whom he 
loved and cared.
 Jack was preceded in 
death by his grandparents 
Michael and Imogene Karr, 
R.C. and Betty Ingram, uncle 
Jack Ingram and aunts Nancy 
Ingram Thacker and Rae El-
len Ingram Pendleton. 
 A memorial service and 
celebration of life will be 
held at Forest Park East Fu-
neral Home,  21620 Gulf 
Freeway in Webster on Satur-
day, Feb. 25, 2017, at 6 p.m. 
 Graveside services will be 
held at a later date at Clover 
Hill Church, near Quitman, 
Texas in Wood County. Jack 
is descended from early Tex-
as settlers and will rest with 
the many generations of his 
ancestors at Clover Hill.
 In lieu of fl owers, contri-
butions may be sent to www.
GoFundMe.com, Jack In-
gram.

Anders Gymnasium (build-
ing C18) at the San Jacinto 
College Central Campus and 
are free and open to the pub-
lic.
 Community Education 
Center Events. The 
Community Education 
Center, located in the 
Interactive Learning Center 
(building 1) room 108 on the 
Central Campus, is hosting 
free workshops throughout 
February. Upcoming events 
include: CPD Applied 
Technology and Trades 
Seminar on educational and 
scholarship opportunities- 
Tuesday, Feb. 28 from 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. To register for 
an event, call 281-478-2786.
 Jazz Ensemble Concert. 
The San Jacinto College jazz 
ensemble will host a concert 
on Thursday, March 2 at 7 
p.m. in the Monte Blue Music 
Building (C5). 
 Dr. Henry Darragh will 
direct the concert. 
 The event is free and open 
to the public.

Continued from Page1A
Council members have ignored this.”
 Muecke then presented a large bag 
of homegrown pecans to Martin and his 
staff as a sign of gratitude.
 The sixth local District E CIP proj-
ect involves installing security upgrades 
at the Ellington Recycling Center. That 
project is expected to be complete by the 
end of this year.
 Haddock conceded that some of the 
projects might get messy (particularly 
the drainage projects around Edgebrook) 
but assured those in attendance the end 
results would be worth it.
 “Construction is not fun for anybody,” 
Haddock said. “But when it’s all said 
and done, you’ll be happy we did it.”
 A large portion of the meeting was 
dedicated to addressing the issue of 
homelessness and panhandling in the 
South Sector of District E.
 Houston Police Department Capt. Je-
rome Stevens stressed the need for new 
rules and regulations, saying current 
statutes severely limit how law enforce-

Martin holds area meeting
ment can respond to such instances.
 “Our hands are tied,” Stevens said. 
“We’re doing our best, but it’s an uphill 
battle.”
 According to Stevens, offi cers are 
generally able to initiate a citation or ar-
rest only if the individual in question has 
either littered or is blocking the roadway.
 “These panhandlers are very wise,” 
Stevens said. “They know what they’re 
doing.”
 The captain further advised residents 
to not give panhandlers any money.
 “If the funds dry up, they’ll move 
along,” Stevens said.
 This point was reiterated by Martin. 
“Don’t give them a penny,” Martin said.
 The Council member also took time 
out to praise Houston Mayor Sylves-
ter Turner and lauded him for reaching 
across the aisle on various city projects.
 “Mayor Turner, he gets it,” Martin 
said. “No offense to the previous mayor, 
but a lot of this stuff used to fall on deaf 
ears. Now, it doesn’t. He listens and re-
sponds in a pragmatic manner.”

NOW ENROLLING!

We are currently admitting children from 3 months to 
5 years of age (birthdays after September 1st). Our  
program is standards-based and offers meaningful  

learning experiences within a Catholic setting. We aim
to prepare your child for their elementary and

Catholic school education.

We offer multiple extended care options to meet your
scheduling needs including our Pre-K4 bridge to
Kindergarten class and our after school care for

students enrolled in neighboring elementary schools.

For more information, go to www.stlukesecc.com or
contact the ECC directly at (281) 741-7497
email eccregistrar@stlukescatholic.com

stlukesecc.com

 For our readers who keep up with is-
sues and concerns in the South Belt 
area, you will be interested to know that 
the city offi cials have agreed with us re-
garding a proposed apartment complex 
to be built on the Beltway feeder road be-
tween Sabo and Beamer near Kirkway 
(See related story Page 1A.)
 Chamber members and adjoining civ-
ic club offi cials agreed that the location 
would not be in the best interest of the 
community or the intended residents.
 Safety was one of the main concerns. 
A secondary concern was ability to use 
transportation. 
 The Beamer Beltway 8 intersection 

was named as the 66th in the top dan-
gerous intersections in the state of Texas 
in a 2015 study!
 It is believed that the city will replace 
this complex with one to be located on 
the Gulf Freeway adjacent to Metro on 
the northbound side of the freeway.
 Special thanks to city councilmen 
Dwight Boykins and Dave Martin for their 
help. Special thanks to Mayor Turner and 
the housing director, Tom McCasland, 
who came to South Belt so he could have 
the correct information for the best deci-
sion. How refreshing to see the govern-
ment working for the people.
                 Marie Flickinger, publisher

Publisher’s Opinion
Thanks to Houston city offi cials

By Mary Doan 
 Members of the South 
belt & Sagemont area 
crime alert Facebook 
page warn residents of the 
South Belt area to be cau-
tious of a serial dog thief 
that is stealing pets from 
residents’ backyards to re-
sell on the Pasadena Ga-
rage Sales Facebook page. 
The thief has been caught 
attempting to resell a sto-
len Siberian husky.
 For additional informa-
tion, visit the South belt & 
Sagemont area crime alert 
Facebook page.
 The Dobie High School 
Orchestra will hold a Pre-
UIL concert Thursday, 
Feb. 23, at 7 p.m. in the 
school auditorium. The 
concert is open to the 
public who would like to 
watch the orchestra per-
form selections chosen for 
its UIL competition which 
will be held on Thurs-
day, March 9, and Friday, 
March 10.
 For additional infor-
mation, visit dobieorches
tras.org or contact head 
orchestra director Angela 
Badon at abadon@pasa
denaisd.org.
 A member of the South-
belt This & That Facebook 
page has warned residents 
to be cautious and dili-
gent with any animals or 
pets seen outdoors since 
a bat was discovered on 
the gym fl oor at Weber 
Elementary School, 11955 
Blackhawk Blvd. Subse-

quently, the bat was tested 
positive for rabies. 
 Letters were sent im-
mediately to inform the 
parents of the students of 

the situation. 
 For additional informa-
tion, visit the Southbelt 
This & That Facebook 
page. See Page 1A.

SJC signs Grambling agreement
 San Jacinto College 
recently signed an articula-
tion agreement with 
Grambling State University 
at the College’s January 
board of trustees meeting.
 The agreement allows San 
Jacinto College students who 
complete an Associate of 
Arts, an Associate of Arts in 
Teaching, an Associate of 
Science or an Associate of 
Science in Engineering 
Science with a cumulative 
GPA of 2.5 or greater guaran-
teed admission to Grambling 
State University. 
 A maximum of 66 semes-
ter credit hours earned at 
San Jacinto College with a 
grade of C or better will be 
accepted and applied to a 
d e s i g n a t e d / a p p r o p r i a t e 
Grambling State University 
degree plan.
 “This is an opportunity for 
our students to transfer to a 
recognized four-year institu-
tion and pursue degrees in 
either business, computer sci-
ence or criminal justice,” said 

Dr. Catherine O’Brien, San 
Jacinto College associate 
vice chancellor for learning.
 This articulation agree-
ment is the newest edition to 
the list of numerous transfer 
agreements the College has 
established with four-year 
universities including Baylor 
University, Sam Houston 
State University, Texas A&M 
University, Texas Woman’s 
University, University of 
Houston and University of 
Texas Medical Branch. 
Articulation agreements, also 
known as transfer agree-
ments, allow students to 
seamlessly transfer complet-
ed course credit hours that 
will apply toward a partner-
ing university’s bachelor; 
degree requirements. 
Transferring to a four-year 
institution under an articula-
tion agreement helps students 
to be able to start their junior 
and senior-level university 
courses upon entering their 
first semester.
 “We are extremely pleased 

to establish this agreement 
with San Jacinto College,” 
said Dr. Damon Wade, 
Grambling State University 
vice president for institution-
al effectiveness and enroll-
ment management. “This 
means increased access and 
opportunity for San Jacinto 
College students and clearly 
defined educational path-
ways to their success. Both 
institutions share a common 
vision and values, and we 
feel this agreement provides 
an excellent opportunity for 
students as they plan their 
baccalaureate degree at the 
beginning of their college 
education. We look forward 
to furthering our relationship 
and welcoming students who 
will be proud alumni of both 
institutions.”
 For more information on 
San Jacinto College’s trans-
fer admissions and available 
university transfer options, 
visit sanjac.edu/apply-regis
ter/types-admissions/trans
fers.

Continued from Page 1A
and Kurland Drive near 
Fuqua. It would also cater 
specifi cally to those 55 and 
over.
 City offi cials have stat-
ed that only one of the two 
projects will gain approval, 
and opponents of The Kirk-
way complex contend the 
Stonebrook Manor is much 
more suited for senior liv-
ing.
 “We are family- and se-
nior-friendly,” said Kirk-
wood Civic Club President 
Ericka McCrutcheon at a 
meeting with city offi cials 
last week. “We see and un-
derstand the need for more 
affordable housing, espe-
cially for our aging popula-
tion. Please understand that 
we are for affordable senior 
housing in our area but not 
in this case at this proposed 
location.”
 This sentiment was also 
shared by Sagemont Civic 
Club President Kay Barbo-
ur at the meeting.
 “Collectively, we have 
almost 200 years of fi rst-
hand knowledge about our 
community,” said Barbour, 
who also serves as presi-
dent of the South Belt-El-
lington Chamber of Com-
merce, which also opposes 
The Kirkway project. “Be-
cause we live and work in 
the South Belt, we believe 

that we have a clearer un-
derstanding of what is best 
for our community and 
why building The Kirkway 
is not the best location for 
a senior apartment complex 
from not only the perspec-
tive of our community but 
also for the future residents 
of The Kirkway, if our ef-
forts are unsuccessful, and 
the complex is built.”
 Concerns regarding The 
Kirkway include added 
traffi c at an already crowd-
ed intersection, insuffi cient 
utilities and poor access to 
public transportation. 
 Regarding the last con-
cern, the proposed Stone-
brook Manor development 
would be located imme-
diately adjacent to the 
METRO South Point Park 
& Ride on Kurland, while 
potential residents at The 
Kirkway would have to 
walk along Beltway 8 for 
more than half a mile to 
catch a bus.
 Local civic groups also 
said they were not proper-
ly notifi ed of the proposed 
projects in advance by city 
offi cials. Sagemont Park 
Community Improvement 
Association President 
Wayne Hanks noted the 
city’s rules regarding him 
notifying residents to not 
park in their yards are 
comparatively far more 

extensive, yet they don’t 
affect nearly as many 
people. A group of city 
offi cials – including Tom 
McCasland, director of the 
city’s Housing and Com-
munity Development De-
partment and City Council 
members Dwight Boykins 
and Dave Martin’s repre-
sentative– visited the South 
Belt community Friday, 
Feb. 17 to tour both of the 
proposed sites before mak-
ing any fi nal judgments.
 South Belt Leader pub-
lisher and South Belt-El-
lington Chamber of 
Commerce Chair Marie 
Flickinger is grateful for 
their efforts.
 “I want to thank the may-
or  for his allowing the city 
housing director, Tom Mc-
Casland to take time out of 
his busy schedule to come 
and see the sites in person,” 
Flickinger said. “I was con-
fi dent he would agree with 
us if he could just see what 
we were talking about.”
 While Council approval 
isn’t absolutely necessary 
for The Kirkway project to 
move forward, it is high-
ly unlikely the developer 
would score enough points 
to collect tax credits from 
the state. Council is expect-
ed to vote on the Stone-
brook Manor development 
next Wednesday, Feb. 29.

City drops apartment support
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Meador holds Family Fun Night
Meador Elementary held its annual Math and Lit-
eracy Family Fun Night on Feb 2. Staff and families 
powered up their math and reading skills and were 
encouraged to dress in their favorite superhero at-
tire. Almost 700 people attended and participated in 
math and reading games, karaoke, chess, art activi-
ties, and a book fair. 

Shown above, from left to right, Catarina Hlozek, fi rst grade teacher; Andres 
Garcia, fi rst grader; James Waters, fi rst grader; and Gabriel Garcia, fi rst grad-
er, all play a reading game together.                             Photo by Tara Merida

Shown, above, fourth grader Thomas Pollard poses as a 
superhero.                  Photo by Tara Merida

Shown right, from left to right, Kathryn Katsus, peer 
facilitator; Tara Merida, counselor; Beverly Bolton, 
principal; and Connie Daumas, peer facilitator, enjoy 
the superhero themed photo props.   Photo by Alex Daumas

Meador celebrates 100th school day

Meador Elementary students celebrated the 100th 
day of school on Feb. 7. The kindergarten and pre-K 
students had a parade and proudly displayed their 

creative 100th day shirts. Shown, from left to right, 
are kindergarten students Joseph Martinez, Jackson 
Cox and Savannah Garcia. Photo by Tara Merida

Frazier announces science fair winners

Frazier Elementary has announced its Science Fair 
winners. Shown, above, from left to right, (front row) 
Ray Solis, fi rst place; Kaylie Bui, second place; Avery 
Owens, third place; Landon Kenney, fourth place; 

Donovan Harper, fi fth place; and (back row) Patricia 
Singletary, science teacher. The students will represent 
Frazier in the Pasadena ISD Science Fair in March.  
                                             Photo by Susan Blue

CCISD hosts community meetings
 The Clear Creek 
Independent School District 
will host community meet-
ings at the following campus-
es between February and 
April. The meetings are 
intended to inform the public 
of the elements of the pro-
posed $487 million bond, the 
tax impact the bond would 
have on property owners and 
answer questions.
 The meetings are listed by 
date, time, location and 
address:
 • Tuesday, Feb. 28, 5 p.m.;  
Stewart Elementary, 330 FM 
2094, Kemah.
 • Tuesday, Feb. 28, 6:30 
p.m.; Clear View High 
School, 400 South Walnut, 
Webster.
 • Tuesday, Feb. 28, 6:30 
p.m.; Space Center Inter-
mediate, 17400 Saturn Lane, 
Houston.
 • Wednesday, March 1, 
5:45 p.m.; Greene 
Elementary,  2903 
Friendswood Link, Webster.
 • Thursday, March 2, 5 
p.m.; Hyde Elementary, 3700 
FM 518, League City.
 • Thursday, March 2, 5:30 
p.m.; Ross Elementary, 2401 
West Main St., League City.
 • Thursday, March 2, 6 
p.m.; Ward Elementary, 1440 
Bouldercrest, Houston.
 • Monday, March 6, 6 
p.m.; Victory Lakes 
Intermediate, 2880 West 
Walker, League City.

 • Monday, March 6, 6 
p.m.; Wedgewood Elementary, 
4000 Friendswood Link, 
Friendswood.
 • Tuesday, March 7, 6:30 
p.m.; Armand Bayou 
Elementary, 16000 Hickory 
Knoll, Houston.
 • Tuesday, March 7, 6:30 
p.m.; Westbrook Inter-
mediate, 302 W. El Dorado 
Blvd., Friendswood.
 • Wednesday, March 8, 
6:00 p.m.; Clear Springs 
High School, 501 Palomino 
Lane, League City.
 • Thursday, March 9, 6 
p.m.; Robinson Elementary, 
451 Kirby, Seabrook.
 • Thursday, March 9, 6 
p.m.; Seabrook Intermediate, 
2401 Meyer St., Seabrook.
 • Thursday, March 9, 6 
p.m.; Brookwood Elemen-
tary, 16850 Middlebrook 
Drive, Houston.
 • Thursday, March 9, 6 
p.m.; Mossman Elementary, 
4050 Village Way in League 
City.
 • Thursday, March 9, 6 
p.m.; Weber Elementary, 
11955 Blackhawk, Houston.
 • Thursday, March 9, 6:30 
p.m.; Clear Lake Inter-
mediate, 15545 El Camino 
Real, Houston.
 • Tuesday, March 21, 6 
p.m.; Ferguson Elementary, 
1910 Compass Rose, League 
City.
 • Thursday, March 23, 9 
a.m.; Hall Elementary, 5931 

Meadowside, League City.
 • Thursday, March 23, 
5:15 p.m.; McWhirter 
Elementary,  300 
Pennsylvania, Webster.
 • Thursday, March 23, 
5:30 p.m.; Clear Lake City 
Elementary, 1707 Fairwind 
Road, Houston.
 • Thursday, March 23, 
5:30 p.m.; League City 
Elementary, 709 East 
Wilkins, League City.
 • Thursday, March 23, 6 
p.m.; Clear Lake High 
School, 2929 Bay Area Blvd., 
Houston.
 • Thursday, March 23, 
6:15 p.m.; Bauerschlag 
Elementary, 2051 League 
City Parkway, League City.
 • Thursday, March 23, 
6:45 p.m.; Clear Creek Inter-
mediate, 2451 East Main St., 
League City.
 • Tuesday, March 28, 6:30 
p.m.; Clear Brook High 
School, 4607 FM 2351, 
Friendswood.
 • Thursday, March 30, 
6:30 p.m.; Landolt 
Elementary, 2104 Pilgrims 
Point, Friendswood.
 • Wednesday, April 5, 
8:15 a.m.; Brookside 
Intermediate, 3535 East FM 
528, Friendswood.
 • Thursday, April 6, 6:15 
p.m.; Clear Creek High 
School, 2305 East Main St., 
League City.
 • Tuesday, April 11, 6 
p.m.; Goforth Elementary, 

2610 Webster St,. League 
City.
 • Tuesday, April 11, 6:30 
p.m.; Falcon Pass Elementary, 
2465 Falcon Pass Drive, 
Houston.
 • Thursday, April 13, 6 
p.m.; Creekside Intermediate, 
4320 West Main St., League 
City.
 • Tuesday, April 18, 7 
p.m.; Gilmore Elementary, 
3552 League City Parkway, 
League City.
 • Wednesday, April 19, 
5:30 p.m.; North Pointe 
Elementary, 3200 Almond 
Creek Drive, Houston.
 • Thursday, April 20, 6 
p.m.; Whitcomb Elementary, 
900 Reseda, Houston.
 • Friday, April 21, 5:30 
p.m.; White Elementary, 
1708 Les Tally Drive, El 
Lago.
 • Tuesday, April 25, 6 
p.m.; Parr Elementary, 1315 
Highway 3 South, League 
City.
 • Thursday, April 27, 6 
p.m.; Bayside Intermediate, 
4430 Village Way, League 
City.

Virtual Meetings
 • Wednesday, March 8, 
6:30 p.m.; www.ccisd.net or 
Facebook Live.
 • Thursday, March 23, 4 
p.m.; www.ccisd.net or 
Facebook Live.
 • Thursday, April 13, 7:30 
p.m.; www.ccisd.net or 
Facebook Live.

Harris County Appraisal District offers 
business personal property rendition aid
 The Harris County 
Appraisal District has begun 
the process of mailing per-
sonal property rendition 
forms to businesses known to 
have been operating in Harris 
County during 2016.
 The appraisal district is 
offering free workshops to 
help business owners com-
plete the required personal 

property rendition forms 
before the April 17 filing 
deadline. 
 The deadline is usually 
April 15, but because that date 
falls on a Saturday this year, 
the deadline is extended until 
Monday, April 17.
 If one owns tangible per-
sonal property that is used to 
produce income, they must 

file a rendition with the Harris 
County Appraisal District by 
April 17. 
 A rendition is a report 
that lists all the taxable per-
sonal property one owned or 
controlled on Jan. 1 of this 
year. 
 Personal property 
includes inventory and equip-
ment used by a business such 

as furniture and fixtures, sup-
plies, raw materials, and busi-
ness vehicles, vessels and air-
craft. 
 Six rendition workshops 
have been scheduled through-
out the county. 
 Participants can attend at 
any time during the sched-
uled hours and typically will 
be able to complete the pro-

cess in about an hour. 
 There is no charge to 
attend.
 Workshops will be con-
ducted at the following loca-
tions: 
 • Wednesday, March 1, 1 
to 5 p.m.; Galena Park ISD 
Administrative Building, 
14705 Woodforest Blvd.,   
Houston.
 • Wednesday, March 22, 1 
to 5 p.m.; Julia C. Hester 
House, 2020 Solo St. 
Houston.
 • Wednesday, March 29, 1 
to 5 p.m.; HCAD Offices, 
13013 Northwest Freeway 
sixth floor, Houston.
 • Wednesday, April 5, 1 to 
5 p.m.; Tom Bass Community 
Center, 15108 Cullen Blvd., 
Houston.
 • Saturday, April 8, 8 a.m. 
to noon; HCAD Offices, 
13013 Northwest Freeway 
sixth floor, Houston.
 • Wednesday, April 12, 1 
to 5 p.m.; HCAD Offices, 
13013 Northwest  sixth floor, 
Houston.
 Those who attend will be 
able to consult individually 
with appraisal district staff 
who will explain personal 
property taxation and rendi-
tion requirements and will 
answer questions about com-
pletion of the rendition 
forms. 
 “These workshops are part 
of our continuing goal to 
educate business and proper-
ty owners on the appraisal 
process. 
 “These sessions have been 
very successful in the past 
and have helped business 
owners complete their rendi-
tions on the spot,” said 
HCAD Chief Appraiser 
Roland Altinger. 
 “These workshops are 
designed to help business 
owners easily understand 
the rendition and personal 
property taxation require-
ments.”
 All business owners are 
required to file renditions 
whether or not they have 
received notification. 
 Businesses that fail to 
render or that render late are 
subject to a 10 percent tax 
penalty. Filing a fraudulent 
rendition carries a 50 per-
cent penalty if found guilty. 
 State law permits business 
owners to obtain an automat-
ic extension of the filing 
requirement by submitting a 
request in writing by the 
original April 15 deadline. 
The extended deadline for 
such businesses would then 
be May 15.
 A rendition form is avail-
able on the appraisal district’s 
website at www.hcad.org 
under the “Forms” tab along 
with information on the rules 
of the process.
 Business owners with 
questions about the rendition 
requirements are encouraged 
to attend any of the workshop 
sessions or call the appraisal 
district’s Information Center 
at 713-957-7800.

Education seminars set for families
 The Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District has 
teamed up with the Partners 
Resource Network to offer 
seminars for parents of chil-
dren and young adults with 
disabilities. The Partners 
Resource Network TEAM 
Project offers parents, at no 
cost, workshops on important 
topics from a parent’s view.
 “In Clear Creek ISD, we 
continuously strive to improve 
the school-to-home connec-
tion through effective com-

munication,” said Dr. Cyndi 
Short, Executive Director of 
Special Services. “We are 
thrilled to bring this important 
resource to our families as we 
all work together to meet the 
needs of each child.” 
 This is a program designed 
for parents by parents of chil-
dren with special needs.  Celia 
Ulloa, the organization’s 
regional coordinator, said she 
better understood her daugh-
ter’s learning disability and 
what support she could receive 

from the school through the 
TEAM project many years 
ago and this is one important 
way of her giving back.
 “That is what makes this 
program unique. I understand 
what parents go through 
because I was once there. It’s 
truly an initiative designed 
from parents to parents of 
children who have a disability 
and this organization empow-
ers parents through the pro-
cess,” Ulloa said. 
 The Partners Resource 
Network is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education of 
Special Education Programs. 
It is not a parent advocate 
service. The group’s mission 
and funding is tied to ensuring 
parents have access to infor-
mation and training so that 
their children can achieve 
their fullest potential. 
 The parent curriculum, 
approved by the U.S. 
Department of Education, is 
designed to let parents know 
about the different special 
needs education programs and 
what their rights and responsi-
bilities are once they find out 
their child would be receiving 
special education services.
 As a starter, the Partners 

Resource Network TEAM 
project will host two parent 
workshops on assertiveness 
on March 9 from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. and from 5 to 6 p.m. at 
the McWhirter Elementary 
Professional Learning Center 
located at 300 Pennsylvania in 
Webster.
 At the workshop, parents 
will learn about the 
Admission, Review and 
Dismissal (ARD) Process and 
how to communicate opin-
ions, thoughts, needs and feel-
ings effectively in an appro-
priate manner during meet-
ings to ensure their children 
are successful at school.  
 For those parents who can-
not attend, the 3:30 p.m. ses-
sion will be live stream.  
 TEAM stands for Together 
Everyone Achieves More. 
TEAM Project offers individ-
ual assistance over the phone 
and in-person, printed publica-
tions and online courses. 
 All services are offered at 
no cost. TEAM can be con-
tacted directly for questions.  
 There are bilingual person-
nel to assist in English and 
Spanish. For more informa-
tion visit http://prntexas.org/
texas-ptis/team-project-2/.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Spring 
Specials

281-481-9683

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA
Investigation into man’s I-45 death
 Houston police are inves-
tigating a fatal crash that 
occurred at 8300 Gulf 
Freeway (South Interstate 
Highway 45) at about 2:10 
a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 18.
 The identity of the male 
victim, 38, is pending notifi-
cation to family members by 
the Harris County Institute of 
Forensic Sciences. 
 HPD Homicide Division 
Sgt. J. Dominguez and 
Officer S. Jimenez reported 
that HPD officers responded 
to a report of a traffic hazard 
on the Gulf Freeway and 
found the victim walking in 
traffic on the main lanes of 
the freeway near the HOV 
lane. The arriving officer 

began speaking to the victim, 
determined he was in crisis 
and attempted to talk him out 
of traffic. While speaking 
with the officer, the male ran 
into the moving lanes of the 
freeway and was struck by a 

vehicle. He was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 
 The driver of the vehicle 
was questioned, determined 
not to be impaired and 
released.
 As is customary when an 

individual dies in the presence 
of an HPD officer, the inci-
dent is considered an in-custo-
dy death and is being investi-
gated by the HPD Homicide, 
Vehicular Crimes and Internal 
Affairs Divisions.

Space Center concrete 
panels to be replaced 
 On Saturday, Feb. 25 and 
Sunday, Feb. 26, the City of 
Houston’s Public Works and 
Engineering Department will 
replace deteriorated pave-
ment panels at El Dorado 
Boulevard and Space Center 
Boulevard. 
 During the weekend con-
struction, the outside east-
bound lane will be closed on 
Space Center Boulevard. 
Additionally on El Dorado 
Boulevard, the inside lanes 
will be closed in each direc-
tion (northbound and south-
bound) approaching Space 
Center Boulevard.
 The crews will work 
between the hours of 4 a.m. 
6 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 25 
The lanes will be closed 
beginning at 4 a.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 25, and will 
reopen at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
Feb. 26 allowing the concrete 
to reach its required strength.
 At least one lane will 
remain open at all times in 
each direction, however inter-
mittent delays are expected 
during construction. 
 As a result, Council 
Member Martin has alerted 
the Houston Police 
Department’s Clear Lake 
Substation and has asked that 
officers help with traffic miti-

gation when possible. 
Additionally, traffic control 
measures will be in place on 
site including traffic barrels, 
traffic cones, directional sig-
nage and flagmen. The com-
prehensive panel replacement 
along Space Center Boulevard 
is anticipated to be complete 
Spring 2017.
 For information, contact 
the District E office at 832-
393-3008 or by emailing dis
tricte@houstontx.gov.

 Enjoy a variety of local-
ly prepared food or pick up 
farm-fresh weekly groceries 
amidst Houston’s dramatic 
downtown urban setting when 
the City Hall Farmers Market 
returns for the spring season 
on Wednesdays through June 
28, from 11 a.m. until 1:30 
p.m. in Hermann Square. 

 More than 30 local farm-
ers, food trucks and other 
vendors will be on hand out-
side City Hall  with fresh pro-
duce,  cheeses, breads, roast-
ed coffees and a variety of 
prepared meals and packaged 
to-go foods available for pur-
chase. Downtown dwellers 
and employees are encour-

aged to walk, take the Green-
link (the downtown shuttle) 
or ride a bike via Houston 
Bike Share. 
 For information, visit www. 
greenhoustontx.gov or follow 
Green Houston on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/green
houstontx and Twitter www.
twitter.com/greenhoustontx.

City Hall Farmers Market is back
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Over The Back Fence by Alexis

DR. B.J. GARNER IS RELEASED!
 Well wishes are sent to Dr. B.J. Garner, 
owner of Garner Vision Center, who was  
released by his doctor from the hospital. 
Until returning to his practice, Dr. Garner’s 
daughter, Dr. Jennifer Garner Johnson, 
will be assisting at the office She had pre-
viously worked in the office for many years 
and her name is still on the office sign in 
front of the business. The Leader staff and 
friends of Dr. Garner wish him a speedy 
recovery. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JIM!
 Special birthday greetings are sent Feb. 
25 from family and friends to Jim Muecke, 
an Edgebrook area resident active with 
community volunteer work on road and 
drainage projects.

BRAYDEN TURNS 15!
 Brayden Espinosa turns 15 years old 
March 1. Lots of hugs and best wish-
es for a fantastic birthday are sent from 
proud grandparents Jannie and Robert 
Scarberry; mom Jenny Hayes; sisters 
Baylee Espinosa and Olivia Moreno; uncle 
Tyler Scarberry; aunt Stacey Hayes, uncle 
Stephen and cousins Kennedy, Owen and 
Evie Flowers; uncle Joseph Hayes; and 
uncle Austin, aunt Tiffany and cousin Jade 
Scarberry.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel of the Pasadena 
Independent School District celebrate birth-
days Feb. 23 through March 1.

Bush Elementary
 The day for a birthday gift for Kristi 

and Tamalar Whiting. Blow out the birth-
day candles Feb. 25 for Michael Arroyo 
and Derek Rochelle. Celebrating  a birth-
day Feb. 27 are Nicolas Condon, Rachel 
Rodriguez and Christopher Rojas. David 
Chollett, Zoila Salazar and Amanda 
Tetuyev share a birthday Feb. 28. On 
March 1, send birthday wishes to Andrea 
Boyken, Selene Reyes and Jason Roth.

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes to 
its Facebook friends who enjoy a birthday this 
week:
 Thursday, Feb. 23: Mark Roberts, David 
Adkins, Brian Groff, Tonya Abel, Angie 
Abel, Charlese Richard, James Spence and 
Liz Cantu; Friday, Feb. 24: Wendy Sharpless, 
Andrew Belmarez, Ken Moore, L.A. Dalton, 
Michael Brown and Rebecca Cappello; 
Saturday, Feb. 25: Frank Acosta, Carla 
Burback, Kayla Ferrell, Rene Hernandez, 
Kobe Ruiz-Estrada and Luciana Serrano; 
Sunday, Feb. 26: Jimi Cebulla, Leah 
Williamson and Mark West; Monday, Feb. 
27: Sarah Tremont, Cindy Banhart, Miguel 
Villareal, Jared Layne and Beth Northrup; 
Tuesday, Feb. 28: Jessica Shannon, Rudy 
Peralez, Kim Brown and James Myers; and 
Wednesday, March 1: Jacquie Farrey.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line. Items must be submitted by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

Emler is Feb. 27.
Frazier Elementary

 Greetings for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to Brooke DuPont and Maria Munoz 
Feb. 27.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a party for Cindy 
Montemayor is Feb. 24. Blow out the 
birthday candles Feb. 25 for Leah Laredo. 
Celebrating a birthday Feb. 28 is Adriana 
Ramirez. Birthday greetings go to Priscilla 
Nguyen-Vu on Feb. 29.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Light the birthday candles Feb. 28 for 
Alex Whited.

Melillo Middle School
 Blow out the birthday candles for Andy 
Oquinn on Feb. 26. March 1 is the day for 
Ivetth Santibanez to celebrate a birthday. 

Roberts Middle School
  Enjoying a birthday Feb. 23 are Tincy 
Varghese and Jessica Ray.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Light the birthday candles on a dou-
ble-layer cake Feb. 23 for Joseph Fee 
and Quan Nguyen. Blow out the birthday 
candles Feb. 25 for Gary Warner. 

Thompson Intermediate
 Kristin Cortese enjoys a birthday Feb. 
24. The day for a birthday celebration for 
Justin Duncan is Feb. 26. Send a warm 
birthday wish March 1 to Katina Morris.

Dobie High
 Jesse Goodwin is wished a happy 
birthday Feb. 23. Sharing a double birthday 
celebration Feb. 24 are Wendy Sharpless 

Remember When
40 years ago ( 1977)

 Bill Caraway, state rep-
resentative, introduced 
House Bill 955 which set 
up a program to better ac-
quaint high school students 
with state government.
 The Pasadena ISD Board 
of Trustees held its regular 
meeting in which trustees 
discussed the boundaries 
for many elementary, inter-
mediate and high schools. 
Among these schools were 
South Houston High School 
and Rayburn High School.

35 years ago ( 1982)
 Four voting precincts in 
the South Belt area  – those 
located at Frazier, Bur-
nett, Thompson and Dobie 
schools – led the county in 
total votes cast in the $425 
million county bond elec-
tion. Voters in those four 
precincts also soundly ap-
proved the sale of $175 mil-
lion bonds for fl ood control 
programs.
 The fi ve South Houston 
High School seniors that 
were selected as Beauties 
of Troy were Diana Bea-
vers, Nina Copley, Danielle 
Pelfer, Karen Flint and Twi-
la Lanier.
 Due to an outbreak in 
infl uenza, absenteeism in 
PISD on one particular Fri-
day was more than 10 per-
cent, up from the average 5 
to 6 percent.

30 years ago (1987)
 Houston police offi cers 
confi scated approximately 
$67,000 in property from 
the residence of Charles 
Gene Cortes. Fifty guns, in-
cluding a 1921 Thompson 
machine gun, and several 
appliances were among the 
property seized. Police said 
many of the guns had been 
verifi ed as stolen.
 A motion to retain Dex-
ter Joyner, the district’s tax 
attorney, for three more 
years was passed unani-
mously by the Pasadena In-

Fuqua.
 Pre-construction for a new 
Pasadena Independent School 
District middle school on 
Hughes Road began.
 Annexation meetings 
were held between the city 
of Houston and the Sage-
meadow Municipal Utility 
District. At issue, were the 
regulation of fi reworks and 
the collection  of sales tax. 
 The appearance of two 
Harris County deputy sher-
iffs in Judge Jo Ann Delga-
do’s court on Feb. 16 result-
ed in several people who 
had received traffi c tickets 
changing their minds about 
pleading not guilty. 
 Deputies Tommy Wilks 
and Bilsen Espinoza were 
responsible for writing 
more than 700 tickets in 
four months, but Harris 
County District Attorney 
Jeremy Maldonado offered 
those who appeared to con-
test the tickets an option 
whereby the state would 
dismiss one of the charges if 
the defendant would plead 
no contest or guilty to the 
other charge and pay a fi ne 
and court costs.

5 years ago (2012)
 A suspect who allegedly 
struck two off-duty Hous-
ton police offi cers with his 
vehicle was shot by one 
of them outside a night-
club at Edgebrook and the 
Gulf Freeway. According 
to police, the two offi cers 
were working as security 
at the El Rodeo when they 
were alerted a suspect was 
breaking into a vehicle in 
the parking lot. The two 
offi cers went to the area. 
The suspect, Hector Lopez 
Jr., and his passenger, Jai-
me Acevedo, were backed 
into a parking spot as the 
offi cers approached. The 
offi cers gave Lopez com-
mands to exit the vehicle, 
but instead he allegedly 
revved the engine and left 
the parking space quickly, 
striking one of the offi cers. 
Lopez put the vehicle in re-
verse and backed up quick-
ly and hit the second offi cer.  
At that time, both offi cers 
discharged their weapons 
and struck Lopez, who was 
then taken to the hospital 
with non-life-threatening 

dependent School District 
Board of Trustees.

25 years ago (1992)
 Sageglen resident Roger 
Davis was elected president 
of the Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District Board 
of Trustees.
 PasadenaISD trustees 
approved borrowing $6.8 
million to buy computers 
for school classrooms.

20 years ago (1997)
 The Brio Superfund 
site’s Community Advisory 
Group asked the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
to take over the Brio site.
 The Dobie Academ-
ic Decathlon team placed 
third in state competition.
 A 52-year-old construc-
tion worker was killed 
while working on the Gulf 
Freeway at Beltway 8. He 
was working inside a steel 
reinforcement cage with 
a 70-foot support column 
when it collapsed.

15 years ago (2002)
 A letter from County 
Commissioner El Franco 
Lee to Mayor Tom Reid of 
Pearland appeared to be the 
vehicle that broke loose a 
10-year-long jam that had 
been preventing the connec-
tion of Scarsdale Boulevard 
to Yost Road.
 Three students who 
worked as library assistants 
at Dobie High School were 
accused of tampering with 
government records by fal-
sifying school-issued iden-
tifi cation cards, which is a 
Class A misdemeanor.

10 years ago (2007)
 Offi cials at Texas Equu-
Search confi rmed that Wil-
liam Anthony Gutierrez had 
been found. Citing family 
problems, Gutierrez fl ed 
to Mexico City, where he 
called the American Em-
bassy to check in.
 Offi cials from Kroger 
announced plans to close its 
longtime location at 10998 

injuries. 
 Acevedo ran from the 
scene but was arrested a 
short while later. Lopez, 19, 
was charged with aggravat-
ed assault against a public 
servant and Acevedo, 32, 
with felony evading arrest.
 A federal court in San 
Antonio issued new inter-
im congressional and leg-
islative maps pushing the 
primary elections to Tues-
day, May 29. The redis-
tricting debacle had already 
forced the primaries to be 
moved to April 3. The maps 

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas               281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmers.com

Remove Trip Hazards & Standing Water

Sidewalks  +  Driveways  
+  Pool Decks  +  Patio

CONCRETE 
RAISING

CORPORATION

713-991-1777
“We save concrete” 

CCISD underwriters continue support
 to Keep Kids in School Tourney

 Since 2010, Janice and Rick Gornto and Laura and 
Chris Goldstraw have been underwriting the annual 
Keep Kids in School Golf Tournament, which benefi ts 
Communities In Schools-Bay Area. These tournaments 
have raised more than $1 million and have impacted 
the lives of approximately 15,000 students in the Clear 
Creek and Dickinson Independent School Districts.
 This year’s tournament will be held on April 10 at 
Bay Oaks Country Club, located at 14545 Bay Oaks 
Blvd. in Houston.

Shown above, are Janice and Rick Gornto. Rick 
started the shamble golf tournament and has ad-
vised Community In Schools-Bay Area to make 
Keep Kids in School the premier Bay Area tour-
ney. Rick also served as president of CIS-Bay Area 
board of directors.

Shown left, are Chris and Laura Goldstraw. Both 
Chris and Laura have served on the CIS-Bay Area 
board of directors. 

Photos submitted by Diane Gillebaard

Banjo Bash in Punta Gordo, 
Fla., and a performance of 
the National Anthem for an 
MLB Houston Astros game.
 One of the things for 
which the Banjos on Parade 
is known for is the band’s 
great variety of music. The 
band plays music ranging 
from diffi cult to corny.
 Buddy Griffi n, Banjo 
Hall of Fame inductee, has 
been teaching banjo since 
1982. 
 Griffi n has played in 
every country in the world 
except India and Australia. 
One of the reasons he con-
tinues the band is to make 
sure the banjo instrument is 
preserved. 
 “Back in the turn of the 
century, a band had to have 
rhythm, so a banjo was like 
a guitar is today. There were 
not any electrical things so 

you got to have a rhythm 
player,” Griffi n said.
 Griffi n does not charge 
for instruments and lessons. 
He loans the instruments to 
the kids.  He feels the banjo 
is a dying art, so he believes 
that by teaching young peo-
ple  how to play, then he can 
instill hard work, devout 
lessons, honesty and team-
work.  
 The objective Griffi n 
aims to achieve through his 
band is to teach his students 
godly lessons so that they 
can make good choices and 
be productive citizens. 
 Griffi n had a rough child-
hood growing up, which en-
courages him to help guide 
children toward a better life.
 “I want them to do the 
right thing on purpose, but 
it is hard because that is 
what life is about,” Griffi n 

said.  
 Griffi n hopes the lessons 
he’s taught and the infl uenc-
es he bestows will help the 
students make good choic-
es. 
 “The All Stars Youth 
Banjo Band will put a smile 
on your face, a song in your 
heart, a snap in your fi ngers 
and a tap in your toes,” Grif-
fi n said.
 Sagemont Church will 
offer free admission for 
both one-hour acts. 
 Concessions will be 
available for purchase on 
both days of the concert.
 Former band members 
are invited and will be rec-
ognized at the Saturday 
matinée.
 For questions about 
Banjos on Parade, contact 
Sagemont Church at 281-
493-4993.

By Jonathan Chapa
 Sagemont Church’s All 
Stars Youth Banjo Band 
will have its Banjos on Pa-
rade concert Friday, March 
3, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, 
March 4, at 2 p.m. in the 
church’s hall.
 The All Stars band cur-
rently has 56 members, 
consisting of boys and girls 
ranging in age from 7 to 17 
years, and many have grad-
uated from the band over 
the past years. 
 The band has played 
more than 500 shows in 
more than 60 cities in six 
states. 
 Shows include two per-
formances at Disney World 
in Florida, opening act for 
the Grand Old Opry Gatlin 
Brothers Legends Show, the 
National Jazz Banjo Fes-
tival in Guthrie, Okla., the 

All Stars perform at Sagemont Church

Clear Creek ISD earns 
national recognition
 The Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District has 
no shortage of schools, staff 
and students who are recog-
nized regularly on a district, 
state and national level for 
their academic success inside 
and outside the classroom.  
 Another way the District 
is held accountable is how it 
spends its money. 
 For the 11th straight year, 
CCISD has been honored by 
the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the 
United States (GFOA) and 
the Association of School 
Business Officials Inter-
national (ASBO) for its supe-
rior financial management 
and budget practices.
 The CCISD Financial 
Services Department, led by 
Jeff Kohlenberg, received the 
Certificate of Excellence in 
Financial Reporting for the 
District’s 2015-2016 
Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report. CCISD is 
one of only 49 school dis-
tricts, out of more than 1,200 
public and charter schools in 
Texas, to receive this award. 
The CCISD Business 
Services Department, led by 
Alice Benzaia, received the 
Meritorious Budget Award 
for the 2015-2016 Budget 
document and is one of only 
18 school districts to receive 
this award.
 “I am very proud of our 
financial and business ser-
vices departments,” said Paul 
McLarty, deputy superinten-
dent of business and support 
services. “For the past 11 
years, Clear Creek ISD has 
received the Certificate of 
Excellence in Financial 
Reporting and the Meritorious 
Budget Award. These two 
awards represent the highest 
level of achievement in finan-
cial and budgetary reporting.”
 According to the ASBO, 
school districts who receive 
these awards have demon-
strated excellence in budget 
presentation through under-
standable and clear budget 
guidelines and practices; 
short-and long-term goals; 
sound fiscal management 
practices; and professional 
growth for the school dis-
trict’s budget staff. The 

awards are only given to 
deserving school districts 
after a rigorous review by 
professional auditors who 
review financial statements 
and analyze every aspect of a 
district’s budget and planning 
process.
 “These awards affirm that 
Clear Creek ISD is transpar-
ent in its operation and 
detailed in its approach to 
financial management,” said 
McLarty. 
 “The efforts of Jeff 
Kohlenberg, Alice Benzaia 
and Executive Assistant 
Melody Hermes position our 
District to excel in this arena 
each year. These recognitions 
would not be possible with-
out their hard work.”

Workshops to help identify tax exemptions
 Mayor Sylvester Turner 
is kicking off a series of 
free workshops aimed at 
preserving home affordabil-
ity by helping homeowners 
identify and, if eligible, 
apply for property tax 
exemptions. 
 The first of these work-
shops will take place on 

Tuesday, Feb. 28, at the 
Acres Homes Multi-Service 
Center located at  6719 West 
Montgomery Road from 6 to 
8 p.m.
 Houston is one of the 
nation’s most affordable cit-
ies, yet there are still families 
at risk of losing their homes 
due to the rising cost of their 

property taxes. 
 A homestead exemption 
could provide significant sav-
ings. 
 In Harris County, for 
example, the homestead 
exemption reduces the value 
used for calculating property 
taxes by 20 percent. This 
means a $150,000 home 
would be taxed at a value of 
$120,000, saving the home-
owner, on average, more than 
$650/year.
 “Data show there are over 
3,000 homeowners in Acres 
Homes alone who likely 
qualify for homestead 
exemptions, but don’t have 
them,” said Mayor Turners. 
“By helping homeowners 
stay in their homes, we are 
strengthening the communi-
ties they live in and ensuring 
Houston is affordable for all 
residents.”
 The free workshops will 
be held in Acres Homes, 
Near Northside, and Second 
and Third Wards, communi-
ties identified in the tax rolls 
as having large numbers of 
homeowners who potentially 
qualify for homestead 
exemptions. 
 Workshop participants 
will also learn about other 
possible tax exemptions such 

Thompson hosts students from Japan
 On Friday, Jan. 6, Thompson Intermediate hosted students from 
Hadano, Japan. The sister city association between Pasadena and 
Hadano started more than 50 years ago. Thompson students spent 
the entire school day with six student visitors from Hadano. The 
purpose of this friendly visit was to learn about the culture, educa-

tion and customs of Texans. The students took part in a Skype ses-
sion on Oct. 21, 2016 and on Jan. 6 they were able to meet them 
face to face. These students spent seven days in Pasadena while 
enjoying local attractions, delicious food, friendly host families and 
learning all about Texas. Photo by Anna Allen

Shown above are the Student Delegation and Friends of Hadano 
(FOH) Students, from left to right, (front row) Henry Nguyen, Kana 
Kuramoto, Kanda Nanami, Dieu Duong, Trishta Nguyen, Miu Sasa-

ki, Madison Gates, Tristan Miller, (back row) Xaviar Ramirez, Sarah 
Oba, Kenny Ly, Mary Pham, Tiffany Villarreal, Joshua Nath, Chisei 
Shimoda, Teipei Horiguchi, Kenzie Snook and Jayden Forges.

came after months of legal 
challenges from minority 
groups. At issue was wheth-
er the original boundaries 
drawn by the GOP-led Leg-
islature violated the 1965 
Voting Rights Act by failing 
to give minorities due repre-
sentation.

1 year ago (2016)
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
basketball program ad-
vanced to the Region III 
Final Four for the fi rst time 
since the 1994-1995 season 
after a 59-56 quarterfi nal 
victory over Hightower.

as those for persons older 
than 65 or disabled.
 “The workshops will 
potentially benefit thousands 
of low- and moderate-income 
homeowners who are not tak-
ing advantage of the tax 
exemptions,” said Turner. 
“We want to help them sign 
up for these exemptions and 
save money on their taxes.”
 The City of Houston’s 
Housing and Community 
Development Department 
will be working in collabora-
tion with Harris County 
Appraisal District (HCAD) 
and community-based orga-
nizations to host the Sign Up 
and Save workshops. 
 For more information, 
contact HCAD at 713-957-
7800.
 The times, dates and loca-
tions for the workshops are:
 •  Feb. 28, 6 p.m.; Acres 
Homes Multi-Service Center, 
6919 West Montgomery 
Road.
 •  March 9, 6 p.m.; Third 
Ward Multi-Service Center, 
3611 Ennis St.
 • March 28, 6 p.m.;  
Southwest Multi-Service 
Center, 6400 High Star Drive.
 • March 29, 6 p.m.; 
Magnolia Multi-Service 
Center, 7037 Capitol St.
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

LSA participates in HAMUN 42

Lutheran South Academy’s Model UN Team participated in the 
Houston Area Model United Nations 42 conference on Feb. 9 and 10. 
LSA’s team brought back three awards. Morgan Bates won Honor-
able Mention in her Crisis Committee that role played the French 
and Indian War followed by the American Revolution. Evan Buisson 
won Honorable Mention for UNHCR (United Nations High Commis-
sioner of Refugees) committee that represented China. Claire Mar-
shall won Best Position Paper in her SPECPOL (Special Political and 
Decolonization Committee) that represented the Bahamas. Shown, 
from left to right, (bottom row) Alexis Stahl, Elaine Soliman, Ser-
ena Everett, Alexandra DeVita, Mary Catherine Adams, Madison 

Louvier, Annie Chouke, Archie Buchman, Alyssa Penney, (second 
row) Lauren Adams, Virginia Sabatini, Tara Ruth, Lily Fehst, Alli-
son May, Alison Klein, Claire Marshall, Abi Beck, Kennedy Staples, 
Sony Tran, J.D. Leaverton, Evan Buisson, (third row) Connor Ruth, 
Rachel Bivens, Grace Psencik, Annebelle Clark, Bethany Andress, 
Halle Lin, Katie Barlow, Morgan Bates, Cooper Guidry, Alex Bald-
win, (top row) Zach Giugliano, Bishoy Soliman, Jonah Garrabrant, 
Matthew Ghebranious, Josh Gohlke, Katarina Straub, Adam Zim-
mermann, Dylan Wood, Mark Giugliano, Avery Toomes, Madelyn 
Shutack, Victoria Venable, Alex Thompson and Samantha Burkett.                           
 Photo submitted by Susanne Franson

*ATTENTION*
Pasadena Independent School District Tax 

Foreclosure Sale of Tax Foreclosured Properties
Address Tax Account #
Kentucky 77587 0340520010007
13103 Conklin 77034 0440540000007
702 W Southmore Ave 77502 0771450000083
Shaver St 77502 0610860000099
313 Winona Dr 0660670030014
Gerogia St 77587 0340050080004
Marleen 77034 0842480000033
Farley Rd 77034 0460330000158
Christa Ln 77587 1153230020023
Whelton Dr 77503 1048390000004
1308 Fresa Rd 0840900000021
Conklin 77034 0440540000042
Almeda Genoa Rd 77034 0151040080012
Nyack Dr 77089 0450990000077
Kingsflower Crk 77075 1150740010031
South Green Dr 77034 1152480010005
Trichelle 77506 0752150010001
Witter St 77506 0410340030155
Old Galveston Rd 77034 0151110660015

Contact:
Pasadena Independent School District Tax Office 713-740-0259

Dexter D. Joyner Attorney at Law 281-991-6095

More Information at www.ddjatty.com

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer
       Appliance Therapy: Corrects crowding and a 

                              recessive lower jaw line.

 Eliminates the need for 
 orthodontic tooth removal 
 in many situations.

 Eliminates the need 
 for headgear.

Second Opinions Welcome!

Insurance Assignment Accepted • Quality and Caring Office 

• Certified Specialist • Serving the South Belt Area Since 1981

  Is Purim the Jewish 
Halloween? The compari-
son is correct only in small 
part: Indeed, children and 
adults put on costumes, 
but that’s where the simi-
larity ends.
 Purim celebrates saving 
the Jews from the evil Ha-
man through the courage 
of their leaders, Queen Es-
ther and her cousin, Mor-
dechai. Purim, though is 
a relatively minor Jewish 
holiday. 
 It is one of the most 

joyous holidays, and most 
beloved by all children. It 
is celebrated with eating 
special triangle-shaped 
pastries fi lled with jam 
or sweet poppy seed 
paste, called Hamen-
tashen (Ozney Haman in 
Hebrew); putting on cos-
tumes (especially those of 
the story characters); and 
reading the Megilah – the 
story of the Biblical Book 
of Esther. During the read-
ing, every time Haman’s 
name is mentioned, every-

body drowns it out with 
boisterous noise-making 
groggers (Ra’ashanim in 
Hebrew) and booing. The 
festival takes place each 
year on the 14th day of 
Adar, the sixth month of 
the Jewish calendar.
 Helping the needy is a 
year-round Mitzvah (com-
mandment), and in Pu-
rim Jews are specifi cally 
commanded to send food 
to those who do not have 
enough to eat.
 Congregation Shaar Ha-

shalom, together with Tem-
ple Beth Tikvah, will cele-
brate Purim with the annual 
carnival on Sunday, March 
5, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The carnival will feature car-
nival booths, face painting, 
food and more. It will take 
place at Shaar Hashalom. 
This year, it is sponsored by 
the Jewish Herald Voice and 
Dr. Clay Moliver.
  Investment in a pack-
age that includes 60 game 
tickets and a meal ticket 
is $18 if pre-ordered, and 

Jewish-flavored carnival for everyone
$23 at the door. 
 For ticket packages and 
more information, call 
281-488-5861 between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, or email at csh@
shaarhashalom.org.
 Congregation Shaar 
Hashalom, the conserva-
tive synagogue of the Bay 
Area Houston, is located 
at 16020 El Camino Real.
 The fundraising carni-
val is open to the entire 
community. 

By Jonathan Chapa
 John Germ, Rotary Inter-
national president, attended 
Beta Academy’s knighting 
ceremony of its Early Act 
First Knight program Feb. 
13.
 Beta Academy was se-
lected by Germ to be the 
school he would visit while 
in town. 
 Germ is not only the RI 
president for the United 
States but also the president 
all over the world for 166 
countries. 
 Rotary International is 
the only  non-government 
organization to have a seat 
at the United Nations.
 The motto of Rotary 
International is “service 
above self” as everything 
they do is for service.
 As RI President, Germ 
not only thinks about help-
ing just one person, but he 

helps millions of people 
around the world.
 The Early Act First 
Knight program is a year-
around character and ser-
vice education program 
for elementary and mid-
dle schools. The program 
teaches and encourages 
students to become more 
civil, service-oriented peo-
ple during their formative 
years.  
 The knighting ceremo-
ny is about the virtue “ser-
vice.” The virtue of service 
is to improve other people’s 
lives, to make other peo-
ple’s lives better and it is 
not about what is thought or 
said but it is about what is 
accomplished.
 At the ceremony, select-
ed children will be award-
ed by their teachers with a 
medal for their acts of ser-
vice that they have done at 

Beta Academy. 
 Beta Academy’s Early 
Act First Knight program 
was sponsored by Gulf-
way-Hobby Airport Rotary.
 Gulfway-Hobby Airport 
Rotary is a community ser-
vice organization made of 
business leaders in the com-
munity who support local 
and international service 
projects. 
 Barbara Somers, past 
President of Gulfway-Hob-
by Airport Rotary, made 
Early Act First Knight pos-
sible for Beta Academy.
 “The Knighting Cere-
monies have been a mov-
ing and extremely de-
lightful experience for all 
who attend them,” Somers 
said. 
 Beta Academy honors 
the four-way Rotary test, 
which is used by Rotarians 
as a moral code for personal 
and business relationships. 
 The test is as follows 
“is it the truth, is it fair to 
all concerned, will it build 
goodwill and better friend-
ships, and will it be benefi -
cial to all concerned?” 
 The test can be applied 
to almost any aspect of life. 
 Germ congratulates ev-
ery child at Beta Academy, 

because their virtual actions 
will help the world today 
and tomorrow. 
 “Too many times, too 
often do we hear that our 
country, our world, is not 
in good shape, because the 
young people do not care 
about truth, the four-way 
test, their neighbors and 
they do not trust anyone. 
 “You’re the ones who 
prove that totally wrong. 
You’re the ones who are 
the leaders of this commu-
nity, where you live. You’re 
the future leaders of Rota-
ry schools and that all the 
things you stand for is vir-
tue, truth, confi dence and 
loyalty,” Germ said.

RI President Germ visits Beta Academy

Rotarians attend Knighting Ceremony  

President of Rotary International John Germ (third 
from the left, respectively) attended the Knighting 
Ceremony of Early Act First Knight program Mon-
day, Feb. 13, at Beta Academy along with mem-
bers of Gulfway-Hobby Airport Rotary. Shown in 
the photo above are, left to right, (fi rst row) Andy 
Smallwood, Judy Germ, President of Gulfway Hob-

by Airport Rotary Club Gordon Berg, Pat Berg, 
Becky Coulson, (second row) Anita Smallwood, 
past President of Gulfway Hobby Airport Rotary 
Club Barbara Sommers, Sir James, District Gove-
nor of Rotary District 5890 Eric Liu, Sandra Liu, 
Robert McCain and Attorney and Counselor at 
Law Mike Coulson.           Photo by Jonathan Chapa

Moore represented at Big Shootout
Moore Elementary was represented by 
Grant Garcia, third grade; Luis Ibar-
ra, fourth grade; and Tahllon Provost, 
fourth grade at the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Big Shootout on 
Monday, Feb. 13, at Phillips Field House. 
All three contestants had beat out all the 
other students in their own grade lev-
el at Moore for a shot at the PISD Big 
Shootout. Below, Ibarra shows off his 
medal as he placed in second overall in 
his category.

Shown above, Grant Garcia prepares himself to 
take a shot at the PISD Big Shootout. 

Shown above, Tahllon Provost shows off her drib-
bling skills.

 The Visual and Performing 
Arts Department in Clear Creek 
Independent School District 
announced that 31 students have 
received “superior” rating 
awards at both the regional and 
area Visual Art Scholastic Event 
(VASE) for their artwork, and 
will be advancing to the State 
VASE Competition. 
 Two students from Clear Falls 
High School, Jessie Chen and 
Kari Langford, each have two 
pieces of art advancing. 
 VASE is the only art event of 
its kind for academically eligible 
high school students in grades 
nine through 12 throughout 
Texas. 
 Students have the opportunity 
to bring artwork created at 
school to their regional event 
where they are interviewed by a 
certified juror who evaluates 
their work and tests their under-
standing of the art processes 
involved.
 “VASE is a unique experience 
for our students because it is the 
only competition offered that 
allows the students direct interac-
tion with the judges and immedi-
ate feedback,” says Nina 
Makepeace, an art teacher at 
Clear Falls High School. “The 
students have to not only create a 
quality work of art, but also justi-
fy their artistic decisions in an 
interview. This is an extremely 
valuable experience for a young 
artist.”
 Jurors assess each work of art 

for originality of concept, tech-
nical expertise, understanding of 
the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS) for visual art, 
and the interpretation of the stu-
dent’s stated intent. 
 Artists who receive a superior 
rating at region are juried again 
at the area competition. Area 
medalists advance to the state 
competition. 
 CCISD’s area medalists will 
compete at the State VASE com-
petition on April 28 and 29 in 
San Antonio. The complete list 
of qualifying students is below:

Clear Brook High School
 Elena Michnovicz, Nathan 
Peterson, Gabriela Sanchez, 
Gianna Scillieri, Anzulie Sosa 
and Azam Syed.

Clear Creek High School
 Timothy Brazzel, Jasmine 
Christensen, Kristal L. Dillehay, 
Jake Gonzales, Dominic Nguyen, 
Ieva Paslavska and Angelina 
Yoon.

Clear Falls High School
 Jessie Chen, Nallely Garza, 
Kari Langford, Kyra Morphis 
and Kelly Putnam.
 Clear Horizons High School
 Matthew Roberts and 
Caroline Upchurch.

Clear Lake High School
 Ellie W. Salim.

Clear Springs High School
 Emily Albritton, Eriane 
Austria, Shayla Bowen, Juliana 
Bozeman, Summer Elliott, Alyssa 
Fontanilla, Morgan Grice, Jessica 
Levy, Sanjida Lura and Han Vu.

Students go to State VASE 

Get Half-Price HLSR Carnival Packs
while they are still available. Not available after March 5th

713-876-0532
or email

MDG1104@aol.com
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CHILDREN’S
LEARNING CENTER

VIEW YOUR CHILD 
ANYTIME FROM

ANYWHERE
STEM Curriculum

832-672-8706
Kidz Kampus

Cosmetic, Implants and
General Dentistry

Bring ad for free whitening after a
new patient exam, xrays, and cleaning.

10950 Resource Parkway
Suite C

(Near Memorial Southeast Hospital)

281-481-0056
Dr. Angel Román

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

  Lariaettes compete in Houston Coastal Classic
 The J. Frank Dobie Lariaettes Of-
fi cers and Ensembles competed at the 
American Dance/Drill Team Hous-
ton Coastal Classic for the fi rst time 
this season on Feb. 18. The Lariaettes 
walked away with many awards in-
cluding: Solo Finalist - third runner 
up Col. Marissa Krustchinsky; Win-
ner Best in Class Large Ensemble 
- Lyrical Ensemble; Super Sweep-
stakes with all routines scoring 90 
or above; WOW Award (one of only 
three for the entire competition) for 
Offi cer Hip Hop; Judges Award for 
all three routines - Hip Hop, Jazz 
and Lyrical; Platinum Award for re-
ceiving outstanding scores in all four 
categories - Performance, Precision, 
Choreography and Technique; fi rst 
runner up Super Division Best in 
Class Offi cers; and named third place 
overall Best of the Best Offi cers of 
the entire competition, regardless of 
division or team size. Shown, above, with their awards, from left to right, Lt. Jazmin Guerrero, Maj. Julia Dasilva, 

Col. Marissa Krustchinsky, Lt. Col. Alayna Cano and Lt. Adela Alanis.

Shown, right, with 
their awards, from left 
to right, (front row) 
Lt. Jazmin Guerrero, 
Maj. Julia Dasilva, Col. 
Marissa Krustchinsky, 
Lt. Col. Alayna Cano, 
Lt. Adela Alanis, (sec-
ond row) Co-Head 
Social Executive Ga-
briela Munoz, Faith 
Renteria, Ni Truong, 
Karina Gutierrez, 
Maritza Hernandez,  
Social Executive Sylar 
Rocha, (back row) Sara 
Cortez, Gabby Gonza-
lez, Naya Cooper and 
Maria Pedroza. 

Photos submitted by
Lori Alexander 

Stuchbery Elementary 
celebrates Chinese New Year

 On Jan. 27, students and staff at Stuchbery Ele-
mentary celebrated the Chinese New Year, the Year of 
the Rooster. Students were allowed to dress and dance 
in honor of the beginning of the new year. Dancers 
performed during the HERO assembly which includ-
ed half of the school in the audience and the other half 
watched by broadcast in their classrooms. 

Photos by Julie Sanchez

Shown right, from left to right, Jenny Trinh, Kaly-
na Tran and Vivian Nguyen.

Shown below, from left to right, (front row) Le-
Hang Nguyen (teacher), Kahlan Tran, Anh Le, 
Vivian Cai, Ashley Le, Michelle Nguyen, Jenny 
Lam, (back row) Sophie Nguyen, Tammy Tran, 
Linh Le, Victoria Hoang, Diana Nguyen and Cher-
yl Fox.

Rabid bat discovered at Weber Elementary
Continued from Page 1A
 “It is very important for 
parents to talk to their chil-
dren to fi nd out if they have 
ever had contact with a bat or 
if a bat might have brushed 
up against them,” Chaney 
said. 
 “If you think that your 
child may have touched a bat, 
please call HCPH Veterinary 
Public Health (VPH) at 832-

927-1143 as soon as possible. 
It is very important for HCPH 
to identify and talk to any stu-
dent or adult who may have 
been exposed to the rabid 
bat.”
 Residents near Weber are 
encouraged to be cautious, as 
the deadly virus can spread to 
humans and animals in rare 
cases.
 According to the Centers 

for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, while bats constitute 
around only 25 percent of re-
ported cases of rabies in wild 
animals, their bites account 
for the vast majority of cases 
of the virus in humans. 
 Of the 36 cases of rabies 
reported in humans in the 
United States between 1995 
and 2010, two were caused 
by dog bites, while the re-

mainder were caused by bat 
bites.
 Rabies is fully preventable 
if the patient is vaccinated be-
fore the onset of symptoms. 
However, bat bites may go ig-
nored or unnoticed and hence 
untreated. Many victims may 
not realize they have been 
bitten, because bats have very 
small teeth and do not always 
leave obvious marks.

 The most severe threat 
to humans and domestic 
animals comes from sick, 
downed or dead bats, which 
typically have a very high in-
fection rate. Since they may 
be clumsy, disoriented and 
unable to fl y, these stricken 
bats are much more likely to 
come into contact with hu-
mans.
 For information, visit 
www.cdc.gov/rabies/expo
sure/animals/bats.html.

Get Half-Price HLSR 
Carnival Packs

while they are still available.
Not available after March 5th

713-876-0532 or email
MDG1104@aol.com

Cook-off date announced
 The 21st annual South Belt Spectacular Cook-off will be 
held Thursday, April 27, through Saturday, April 29, at El 
Franco Lee Park, 9400 Hall Road. 
 See future editions of the Leader for additional informa-
tion.
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.com

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

LUBE • SERVICE • REPAIR

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/31/17.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

Now picking up from Fred 
Roberts Middle School

NO
JUST
SALES GOALS!

GREAT SERVICE.

Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake • Sugar Land

(281) 276-1800

www.texanbank.com

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
          281-481-3733

Celebrating  “47” years!

Call for FREE Home Inspection & Valuation Today

ATTN:  HOMEOWNERS
We’re Selling Homes for TOP DOLLAR!

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!

1,000s of HOMES SOLD

Thinking of Buying a HOME?
Get Our Services for FREE!

Put Us in Your Corner.
Let Our Experience Work for You!

Missed chances aside, 
hoops future is bright
 Admittedly still get-
ting over the sting of the 
end of the varsity girls’ 
basketball season, head 
coach Shane Brown finds 
himself caught in between 
relishing the successes of 
2016-2017 and looking to-
ward the future.
 The Lady Longhorns’ 
season came to an end 
in the area round of the 
playoffs as Clear Creek 
advanced with a 53-40 
victory over the Lady 
Longhorns Feb. 16, at 
Pearland High School.

 In the first round, King-
wood made just two field 
goals in the second half as 
the Lady Longhorns won 
their first playoff game 
since 2011.
 Just days later, it was 
the Lady Longhorns who 
struggled. Dobie made just 
two field goals in the sec-
ond quarter, trailed 22-12 
at halftime and played in 
recovery-mode for much 
of the rest of the way.
 The Lady Longhorns 
got within 43-40 in the fi-
nal 2:27, but Clear Creek 

closed on a 10-0 run to 
close out the win.
 Brown said he believes 
it’s the first time all season 
that his team had failed to 
make a 3-pointer. 
 The Lady Longhorns 
also struggled from the 
free throw line. In general, 
it seemed there was a lid 
on Dobie’s bucket no mat-
ter the end of the floor.
  “We have to give Clear 
Creek credit because they 
are one of the more phys-
ical teams we have faced 
all season, and they made 
it tough on us,” Brown 
said.

Continued on Page 6B

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

$5 OFF$5 OFF
Buy one Entree at regular 
price and get $5.00 off 

second entree
Sat. - Thur. only. Not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Limit 1 per 
table. Dine in only after 4 p.m. Not 

valid with Lunch Specials.
Expires 3-02-17

Daily Specials • Catering • Gift Cards
Party and Meeting Rooms Available at all Locations

Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials
from $5.99from $5.99

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

NASA • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

League City • 281-334-2175
2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060
12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. 

Brook, Dobie boys’ hoops suffer bidistrict losses
 After one rough night 
on the hardwood, the var-
sity boys’ basketball play-
offs are one-and-done for 
the senior-laden Clear 
Brook and Dobie squads.
 Pearland, the District 
23-6A co-champion, used 

a late 17-1 to close out 
Clear Brook 66-49 in the 
bidistrict round at Manvel 
High School. 
 Pearland led 24-16 at 
the half, only to see the 
Wolverines close to within 
three at the end of the third 

quarter. The Wolverines 
got within a point midway 
through the fourth before 
the Oilers slowed the pace 
and forced the Wolverines 
into fouling. Pearland then 
did much of its work from 
the free throw line to ad-

vance to the area round, 
where a matchup with 
Channelview awaits.
 Channelview is in the 
area round thanks to a 
mild upset of District 22-
6A champion South Hous-
ton in the opening round. 

The teams were tied late 
before the Falcons closed 
on a fourth-quarter run to 
win 66-62.
 North Shore knocked 
Dobie out in the bidistrict  
round for the second time 
in three seasons. The ac-

tion was tight for much 
of the way, with the Mus-
tangs holding on for a 
46-43 victory at Summer 
Creek High School.
 Royce Hunter and Jer-
emy Williams led Dobie 
with 11 points each, but 

the Longhorns shot just 
35 percent from the floor, 
including 28 percent on 
two-point tries.
 North Shore now 
moves on to face Dawson 
in the area round of the

Continued on Page 6B

Jaso, Branch to oversee PISD athletics
 The Pasadena ISD 
Board of Trustees ap-
proved Ruperto Jaso and 
Dobie assistant principal 
Donna Branch for the po-
sitions of district athletic 
director and assistant ath-
letic director at its month-
ly meeting Feb. 21.
 “I look forward to 
working with everyone at 
Pasadena ISD and con-
tinuing to build on the al-
ready great athletics pro-
gram,” Jaso said.
 Jaso brings an array of 
leadership experience to 
the district. He has served 
as an assistant principal at 
Clear Creek High School 
since 2013. From 1999 to 
2012, he was an assistant 
basketball and football 
coach and was eventually 
promoted to head baseball 
coach at Clear Lake High 
School.
 “Through his experi-
ence as an administrator 

in various capacities, he 
has garnered respect from 
the Clear Creek ISD com-
munity,” said Dr. DeeAnn 
Powell, Pasadena ISD su-
perintendent of schools.  
 “His philosophy is in 
line with where we want 
the athletic department to 
go, and I look forward to 
seeing what he will bring 
to Pasadena ISD.”
 Jaso holds a master’s 
degree in educational ad-
ministration from Lamar 
University, a bachelor’s 
degree in physical educa-
tion from Texas Southern 
University and an associ-
ate’s degree in kinesiol-
ogy from Laredo Junior 
College. 
 He has also earned 
certifications in all lev-
els of physical education 
health (8 through 12) and 
as an assistant  principal 
and as a member of vari-

Continued on Page 2B

Dobie baseballers
to open ’17 season
 There will be plenty of 
fresh faces for Dobie var-
sity baseball fans to see 
when the Longhorns begin 
the 2017 season Feb. 23 in 
Laredo.
 With the exception of 
center fielder Euro Diaz, 
catcher Jeremy Green 
Jr. and first baseman/
designated hitter Isaiah 
Vasquez, the makeup of 
this year’s team will be 
vastly different from that 
of the 2016 squad that 
ended the season with a 
2-1 loss to Memorial.
 In the offseason, prob-
able outfield starter Jojo 
Castaneda suffered an in-
jury in football and is like-
ly to miss the entire base-
ball season.
 Jacob Salas, who had 
varsity pitching experi-
ence, elected to forgo his 
senior baseball season 

while focusing on track 
and field.
 Matthew Morales and 
David Rojas were also on 
the varsity roster a season 
ago, and that’s about the 
extent of it.
 If one is talented and is 
looking for a great chance 
to earn a starting role, Do-
bie has roles available.
 Make no mistake, vet-
eran head coach Miguel 
Torres settles for nothing 
less than winning. 
 Dobie will play in three 
tournaments prior to the 
start of District 22-6A 
play. Torres estimates that 
if his team plays 12 games 
over those three tourna-
ment stops, he would like 
to go 12-0.
 “Of course we would 
like to win them all, but 
the big key is making sure

Continued on Page 6B

Ruperto Jaso (left) and Donna Branch will now head up the Pasadena ISD ath-
letic department as Jaso has been named athletic director, with Branch the as-
sistant athletic director. Jaso has spent much of his career in Clear Creek ISD, 
while Branch is a Sam Rayburn graduate and longtime Dobie staff member.

JFD boys’ soccer commands 22-6A; CB in mix 
 Forty straight wins 
in district play, and now 
41.  
 Dobie varsity boys’ 
soccer head coach Justo 
Manrique apparently has 

no superstitions about 
posting the no-loss streak 
for all to see on Twitter, so 
let it be.
 And with a 4-0 win 
over Beaumont West 
Brook Feb. 21 on the road, 
the Longhorns have now 
gone 41 straight matches 
without a defeat in District 
22-6A play. 
 What really matters 
is the present, and the 

Longhorns are making it 
increasingly difficult for 
other teams to climb back 
in the mix for the 22-6A 
title.
 Meanwhile, the Clear 
Brook varsity boys’ team 
is looking to keep pace for 
a playoff spot in District 
24-6A. A big 2-1 victory 
over then league-leading 
Dickinson Feb. 17, se-
cured three big points in 

the standings for the Wol-
verines, but there is still 
work to do.
 But a tie against Clear 
Falls Feb. 21 wasn’t ex-
actly what the Wolverines 
were looking for. 
 So with six games left 
in league play for Clear 
Brook, the locals trail the 
fourth and final playoff 
spot by three points, but 
just five points out of sec-

ond place.
No stopping JFD

 Prior to ending the first 
half of district play against 
Memorial, Manrique said 
the goal was to keep post-
ing wins and let the rest of 
it take care of itself. 
 Ties are okay if need 
be, but wins are better.
 The Longhorns then 
went out and defeated Me-

Continued on Page 6B

Haynie Spirit softball comes to Dobie
 Having long since out-
grown its original sin-
gle-stop location, the 
Pearland ISD Haynie 
Spirit Softball Invitation-
al is using Dobie High 
School as one of its seven 
locations.
 The big event will 
be held Feb. 23-25, at 
Pearland, Dobie, Alvin, 

Dawson, Manvel, Friends-
wood and Santa Fe high 
schools.
 At Dobie, the Lady 
Longhorns will play six 
games over three days at 
the high school. On Feb. 
23, opening day, Dobie 
hosts Katy at 9 a.m., then 
faces Cy-Fair at 1 p.m. 
The full schedule of Do-

bie games is listed on Page 
6B.
 State-ranked Deer Park 
and Pearland head the 
field along with Dobie, 
Katy, Dawson and others. 
 Dobie was idle Feb. 21 
and is looking to get back 
on track after three losses 
at the Bryan tournament 
Feb. 16-18. The Lady 

Longhorns had started 
Continued on Page 6B

COMING SOON RIVERSTONE RANCH - 3-2-2 Beautiful 
Wood Floors, Granite Counter Tops, Wont Last!

NEW! SAGEMEADOW - Elegant 3-2-2, Updated, Granite C-Tops, 
Fresh Paint, FP!  #ASP 

NEW! SAGEGLEN - Beautiful 4-2.5-2, both formals, huge bed-
rooms, wood and ceramic tile floors, covered patio!  #GAT 

NEW! KIRKMONT - Great 3-2-2, ceramic tile, fresh paint, large 
kitchen! #WRN

NEW! RIVERSTONE RANCH - Lovely 4-2-2, den w/FP, island 
kitchen, huge backyard! #STO

Re/Max Top Realty

THE SOLD TEAM
281-464-SOLD (7653)

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

Buying or Selling? 
Do What Moves You.
Buyer Representation!

Listing Discounts!
And More!

$
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$
$
$
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$
$
$
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$
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$
$SOLD in 4 DAYS!

SOLD in 2 DAYS!

Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

Superior Service
Superior Results

SOLD in 4 DAYS!
SOLD

Over 3,000 Homes Sold!

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!
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Sports Calendar
SOCCER

Thursday, Feb. 23
Dobie JV (B) girls host Aldine, Dobie, 4:00

Friday, Feb. 24
Brook varsity boys at Clear Creek, 7:00
Brook JV boys at Cear Creek, 5:00

Saturday, Feb. 25
Dobie varsity girls vs. South Houston, Veterans, 10 a.m.
Dobie JV boys vs. South Houston, Auxiliary, noon
Dobie JV (B) girls at Pasadena, Pasadena H.S., 10 a.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 28
Dobie varsity girls vs. Rayburn, Veterans, 5:00
Dobie JV girls vs. Rayburn, Auxiliary, 7:00

Thursday, March 2
Dobie JV (B) girls host Brazosport, Dobie, 4:00

Friday, March 3
Dobie varsity girls vs. Pasadena, Veterans, 8:00

Dobie JV girls vs. Pasadena, Auxiliary, 6:00

Saturday, March 4
Dobie JV (B) girls at Alvin, 10 a.m.

TENNIS
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 24-25

Dobie varsity at Clear Brook Invitational, TBA

SOFTBALL
Thursday, Feb. 23

Dobie varsity at Pearland Invitational, Dobie, TBA

Friday, Feb. 24
Dobie varsity at Pearland Invitational, Dobie, TBA

Saturday, Feb. 25
Dobie varsity at Pearland Invitational, Dobie, TBA

Tuesday, Feb. 28
Dobie varsity hosts West Brook, Dobie, 4:00
Dobie JV hosts West Brook, PISD complex, 5:00

Thursday, March 2
Dobie JV at Pasadena Memorial tourn., TBA

Friday, March 3
Dobie varsity at Dawson, 6:00
Dobie JV at Dawson, 4:30

Saturday, March 4
Dobie JV at Pasadena Memorial tourn., TBA

TRACK AND FIELD
Thursday, Feb. 23

Dobie JV girls at Deer Park Invit., Abshire, TBA
PISD intermediate boys’ meet, Auxiliary, 4:30

Friday, Feb. 24
Dobie varsity girls at S. Houston Invitational, TBA

BASEBALL
Thursday, Feb. 23

Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity at Laredo tourn., TBA
Brook JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA

Friday, Feb. 24
Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity at Laredo tourn., TBA
Brook JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA

Saturday, Feb. 25
Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity at Laredo tourn., TBA
Brook JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA

SBHLL seeks vendors
 The Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League is 
seeking crafts, food and merchandise vendors to 
participate in the league’s opening day carnival on 
Saturday, March 4, at El Franco Lee Park.
 The cost per vendor spot is $100. Those interested 
in participating or learning more information about 
the day-long event may direct email to league offi-
cials at sbhll@hotmail.com. 

Rising Stars track registering
 The Rising Stars Track Club, led by head coach Ivo-
ry Kimble, is now hosting registration in conjunction 
with practice sessions at the Dobie High School track. 
Staff members will be on hand to register new and re-
turning athletes each Friday beginning at 4:30 p.m., 
each Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon and each Sunday 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Practice sessions are held each Tues-
day and Friday, from 4:30 p.m. until dark, Saturdays 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Those ages 5 to 18 are eligible to compete in the Ris-
ing Stars Track program, which has qualified dozens 
of athletes for national competition over the last few 
summers. For more information, call Kimble at 281-
561-1248.

  Youth Soccer Club online sign up
 The South Belt Youth Soccer Club is now accepting 
online registration for the spring 2017 season. Practic-
es will begin soon, with the season set to begin later 
this month. The registration fees are as follows: U-5 
through U-8 (4, 5, 6, 7) is $85, which includes uniform; 
U-9 and U-10 (8, 9) is $95, and uniform fee is an ad-
ditional cost; and U-11 and older (10 to 18) is $105, 
and uniform fee is an additional cost. Only credit cards 
and debit cards will be accepted as forms of payment. 
To register, visit the league’s website at www.southbelt 
soccer.org.

Lajaunie tennis coming 
 The 2017 Darren Lajaunie Memorial Tennis Tour-
nament will now be held at the Harry Taylor Tennis 
Center in Pasadena formerly known as Strawberry 
Park, April 28-30. The DLTSF will continue to award 
college scholarships to the seniors on the Dobie High 
School tennis team, in addition to qualifying members 
of the Harry Taylor Tennis Center.
 The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund vol-
unteers are finalizing plans for its 6th annual memori-
al tennis tournament, set to make its first appearance 
at the Harry Taylor Tennis Center.
 Darren Lajaunie began his tennis career playing 
tennis at Dobie High School and graduated co-vale-
dictorian in 1984. Members of the Dobie tennis team 
will be awarded entry fees to play in the tournament in 
his honor.
 Lajaunie lost his battle with melanoma May 3, 
2011. This scholarship fund and tournament is a way 
to honor his memory by helping junior tennis players 
enjoy tennis and assist with their education in college. 
 He was an electrical engineer graduate from the 
University of Texas in Austin, and a pillar of the com-
munity while working at the Johnson Space Center. 
Lajaunie was also dedicated and passionate for his fa-
vorite past time of playing tennis.
 All players will receive a tournament T-shirt, a lug-
gage tag and enjoy a complimentary opening morning 
breakfast snack.
 A free lunch will also be available for players and 
spectators, donated by the Lajaunie family.  The Dar-
ren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund volunteers are 
busy seeking donors and silent auction items.  
 Opening ceremonies, including a scholarship 
awards dinner and silent auction, will be held Friday, 
April 28. There will be several camp scholarships as 
well as two college scholarships awarded to HTTC ju-
nior tennis players. Dinner tickets will go on sale in 
March and are $15.
 Silent auction items this year include an auto-
graphed tournament T-shirt from the band Los Lobos, 
an autographed polo shirt from retired race car driver 
Mario Andretti and current Indy race car driver Marco 
Andretti (grandson), an autographed picture from the 
Houston Rockets, dance lessons from the Fred Astaire 
Dance Studio in Clear Lake and much more.
 Opening night special activities this year include 
HTTC hosting a complimentary cardio tennis clinic 
for adults, and a children’s clinic full of fun tennis 
games for ages 12 and under.  There will also be plen-
ty of giveaway prizes.
 Tickets may be purchased at the HTTC or on the 
DLTSF website at the end of March. In May, the Do-
bie recipients will be awarded their scholarships at the 
school. Entry fee for the tournament is: $35 for sin-
gles; $22.50 per player for doubles.
 Players may also register at www.setteo.com. Reg-
istration deadline is April 14.
 The tournament will begin Saturday, April 29, at 8 
a.m. and finish the next afternoon, with trophy presen-
tations at the conclusion of each division of play. 
 The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund 
website at www.DLtennisscholarships.com includes 
pictures from last year’s tournament and information 
on this year’s tournament, sponsorship opportunities, 
scholarships details and more. 
 Those who would like to donate may also do so on 
the website. The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship 
Fund is a nonprofit corporation, and all donations are 
tax deductible. 
 Donations may now be made via the website with 
a credit card or one may mail a check or money order 
to: Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund, 3106 
Mossy Elm Court, Houston, Texas, 77059, or contact 
Camille Lajaunie, committee chairperson at cjlajau 
nie@gmail.com with any questions.

Area sports, news

 The Houston Defenders eighth-grade basketball team captured 
top honors at the Space City Showcase, played at Dobie High 
School. The team went 4-0 in all, including a 53-40 win over 
Total Package in the championship game. Members of the team 
are, left to right, (front row) Harrison Black (Victory Lakes 
Intermediate), Landen Shaffer (Space Center Intermediate), 
Luke Giron (Southmore Intermediate), Braeden Shaffer (Space 

Center Intermediate), Jeremiah Campbell (Space Center Inter-
mediate), (back row) Jonathan Baldwin (Beverly Hills Interme-
diate), William Young (Nolan Ryan Junior High), coach Mike 
Rogers, Michael Purdom (Pearland Junior High West), Austin 
Sikes (League City Intermediate), JuJuan Robinson (Beverly 
Hills Intermediate), Bradon Gant (Thompson Intermediate) 
and Damian Garcia (Beverly Hills Intermediate).

Houston Defenders win Space City Showcase hoops

Jaso, Branch duo
to head athletics 

Dobie track starts strong at Brown Relays
Continued from Page 1B
 The Lady Longhorns 
also received a medal-win-
ning effort from Atziri 
Galarza in the 800-meter 
run as her time of 2:39.25 
placed her third.
 In the 3,200-meter run, 
Andrea Perez wound up 
sixth in an excellent time 
of 13:16.28. 
 Hickman, of course, 
was very pleased with 
the performances of both 
Galarza and Perez.
 “Atziri ran a person-
al best in the 800, and in 
doing so, I think also sur-
prised herself,” Hickman 
said. 
 “But she’s gaining an 
understanding of what the 
splits really mean in a race 
and just having a good feel 
for the event.
 “The same goes for 
Andrea. She did a great 
job for the fi rst time out, 
and we’re excited about 
what she can do in the fu-
ture.” 
 The school’s 4x200-me-

ter relay team placed 
fourth in a time of 1:49.76. 
Dobie was also fi fth in the 
4x100-meter relay.
 It’s important to note 
that Jade Giron, a regular 
member of the 4x100 and 
4x200-meter relay teams 
moving forward, has yet 
to compete after complet-
ing the varsity girls’ bas-
ketball season.
 Also, Hickman is an 
assistant coach on the 
basketball staff and is still 
getting to know some of 
the faces on the varsity 
track and fi eld team. 
 Hickman was on hand 
at the Brown Relays and 
was pleased with the way 
Dobie competed. She feels 
things can only get better.
 At the Browns, the Lady 
Longhorns’ 4x100-meter 
relay team that was fi fth 
was made up of Ladayijah 
Cook, Camryn Ridge, Ra-
chel Smith and Erin Flem-
ing.
 The Lady Longhorns’ 
4x200-meter relay squad 

included Singleton, Ridge, 
Cook and Smith.
 With Hickman now 
on the scene fulltime and 
more athletes joining the 
track and fi eld program 
following the completion 
of the basketball season, 
Dobie should see in-
creased depth and compe-
tition. That can only be a 
good thing.
 The Lady Longhorns 
will now go to South 
Houston for another local 
meet. The plan is to ramp 
things up week by week 
and certainly be ready 
when the bigger and more 
important meets arrive.
 As for the Dobie boys, 
Williams, a hurdling spe-
cialist, also turned in a 
couple of great perfor-
mances as he led the way 
for his team.
 In the 110-hurdles, Wil-
liams’ time of 15.66 was 
second. At the 300-meter 
distance, Williams was 
also second, this time at 
41.23.

 In boys’ events, the 
Longhorns’ distance med-
ley relay team was second 
in a time of 11:24.13. That 
foursome included Mike 
Nwokolo, Jordy Reyes, 
Alford Sears and Jacob 
Salas.
 The Longhorns were 
fourth in the 4x400-meter 
relay behind the work of 
Jeremy Hernandez, Mike 
Nwokolo, Alford Sears 
and Williams. 
 As for the 4x100-me-
ter relay event, Dobie was 
fi fth in a time of 45.12. 
That foursome included 
Hernandez, Kris Mor-
ris, Segdrick Romar and  
Ke’Montre Lowe.
 Salas also started strong 
for the season, posting 
a time of 2:03.87 in the 
800-meter run for second 
place.
 Earl Newton began his 
senior season well, tak-
ing sixth in the 300-meter 
hurdles (44.62) and eighth 
in the 110-meter hurdles 
(17.65).

 Segdrick Romar placed 
fi fth in the 200-meter dash 
in a time of 23.66, and 
teammate Kris Morris was 
just behind him, sixth at 
24.10.
 Jace Young sprinted his 
way to eighth place in the 
100-meter dash, and Ja-
len Clark was ninth in the 
400-meter run with a time 
of 55.74.
 “Yes, the weather con-
ditions were less than ide-
al,” Dobie varsity boys’ 
track and fi eld coach Da-
vid Chollett said.
 “I’m proud of the way 
the team overcame those 
conditions. Daniel Wil-
liams was our ‘high point’ 
member. 
 “Our goal for the season 
is to show improvement 
each week and be ready 
to perform our best at the 
district meet in April.
 The Dobie squad is also 
expected to welcome in 
several others, including 
twins Jacoby and Jeremy 
Davis.

Atkinson Eagles honor Big Shootout winners
At right, the Atkinson 
Elementary physical 
education depart-
ment recognized its 
2017 Big Shootout 
winners following the 
school’s competition, 
and the athletes went 
on to compete at the 
districtwide competi-
tion at Phillips Field 
House. The Atkinson 
winners included, left 
to right, Jadelynn Al-
varez (fourth-grade 
girls’ winner), Leo 
Alvarez (fourth-grade 
boys’ winner), Audrey 
Volper (third-grade 
girls’ winner) and Jo-
seph Intgroen (third-
grade boys’ winner).

San Jacinto basketball
ranked third nationally
 With three games re-
maining in the regular 
season, the San Jacinto 
College men’s basketball 
team is positioning itself 
for what could be a mem-
orable fi nish to the 2016-
2017 campaign.
 At 25-1 overall, the Ra-
vens are ranked third in 
the nation, and are com-
fortably out in front of the 
pack in the Region XIV 
ranks.
 The Ravens played at 
Coastal Bend in Beeville 
Feb. 23, after press time. 
In the fi rst round of Re-
gion XIV play, San Jacin-
to defeated Coastal Bend 
by a 124-96 count.

 South Plains has been 
the top-ranked men’s bas-
ketball team in the Divi-
sion I ranks for the entire 
season, and San Jacinto 
reached the No. 2 spot 
before a loss to Angelina 
College back on Feb. 4.
 At 14-1 in the South 
division of Region XIV 
play, the Ravens are four 
games ahead of Angelina 
(9-5) and need just one 
win to claim the top seed.
 Trinity Valley and Tyler 
lead the North division at 
13-3. 
 The Region XIV tour-
nament is scheduled for 
March 7-11 in Jackson-
ville, Texas.

 The San Jacinto Col-
lege softball team is gain-
ing steam just in time for 
the Region XIV title chase 
to begin.
 The locals scored three 
wins in four games – the 
second straight weekend 
to do so – in taking a big 
step forward with regional 
competition coming..
 At 12-6 overall, the 
Coyotes appear ready to 
assert themselves in con-
ference play, which began 
Feb. 22 after press time.
 San Jacinto got rolling 
in its latest segment by 
taking down Northeast 
Texas 3-2 in the opener.
 Katlin Rivera drew the 
start and pitched seven 
solid innings without giv-
ing up an earned run. Niki 

Gonzalez came on in re-
lief, fanning the side in the 
top of the eighth before 
San Jac scored a single run 
to win.
 Riley Bullen was 2 for 
3 with a run scored, and 
Alexis Deleon also had a 
hit and scored a run.
 San Jac then went 11 
innings to down Angelina 
4-3. Gonzalez went the 
entire way in the circle, 
posting 17 strikeouts. The 
locals scored three times 
in the top of the 11th in-
ning to lead 4-1, then had 
to hold on for the win.
 Dani Damian had two 
hits and scored a run, and 
Mackenzie Kotrla was 1 
for 1 with a run scored.
 San Jac scored five runs 
in the top of the second 

inning against Temple but 
then watched as Temple 
scored five times in its half 
of the third inning.
 In the end, Temple es-
caped with an 8-7 victory 
despite home runs from 
Damian and Bullen.
 Damian had three hits 
and drove in a pair, and 
Hernandez had two hits 
and drove in two.  
 In the final game of the 
tournament, San Jacinto 
defeated McLennan 6-4 as 
four pitchers combined for 
the effort in the circle.
 Hernandez knocked in 
a pair of runs, and Deleon 
drove home another. Kait-
lyn Kerl homered, drove 
in two runs and scored a 
pair. Shelbi Doherty and 
Taylor McHenry both had 

a pair of hits and scored a 
run.
 Tori Stoddard wound 
up getting the win for San 

San Jacinto College softball now 12-6
Jac, she being the last of 
four pitchers in the game 
for the locals.

Continued on Page 6B

Continued from Page 1B
ous athletic organizations 
including the Texas High 
School Athletic Directors 
Association, the Texas 
High School Coaches As-
sociation and the Houston 
Area Coaches Associa-
tion.
 A Sam Rayburn grad-
uate from the Class of 
1975, Branch has served 
Pasadena ISD students for 
35 years. 
 She started her educa-
tional career in 1981 at 
Dobie as a teacher and 
head varsity volleyball 
coach, where she achieved 
10 district titles, with sev-
en appearances in the re-
gional quarterfinals and 
two appearances in the 
regional tournament. 
 Branch retired from 
coaching after the 2003-
2004 school year with 
more than 300 wins and 
has been an assistant prin-
cipal at Dobie since that 
time.
 “I’m very excited and 
honored to take this new 
position,” Branch said.  
 “I’m looking forward 

to getting out there, meet-
ing principals and coach-
es and being a part of the 
competition again.”
 Branch status as a star 
volleyball player at Ray-
burn and volleyball coach 
at Dobie helped her make 
Pasadena ISD history as 
one of the first PISD Hall 
of Fame inductees (induc-
tion class of 2016) to be 
honored for both her suc-
cesses as a student athlete 
and coach.
 Branch holds a bach-
elor’s degree in science, 
health and physical edu-
cation from Texas A&M 
University and a mas-
ter’s degree in educa-
tional management from 
the University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake.
 “As a well-known and 
respected former student, 
athlete, role model, coach 
and administrator, Coach 
Branch brings a level of 
pride and tradition to Pas-
adena ISD as a whole,” 
said Powell. “Her lead-
ership skills add another 
level of expertise to our 
athletic program.

  SJC upcoming games

San Jacinto hosts
Coastal Bend (2)
Friday, March 3, 2 p.m.

San Jacinto hosts
Laredo (2)

Saturday, March 4, 2 p.m.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Reap the 

Horn-of-Plenty, in jobs, 
homes, articles, autos, 
business opportunities 

or anything in this whole 
wide world 

you can imagine.

CALL TODAY

South 
Belt-Ellington 

Leader

11555 
Beamer Road

281-481-5656
Continued on Page 4B

CALENDAR
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 
713-856-1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday 
night service beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 
6 p.m. followed by a praise, worship and prayer service at 
7 p.m. at 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Afterward both pastors 
lead a Bible study in English and Spanish. Everyone is 
welcome.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd. For details, call 
Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.
Well Spouse Support Group – meets the last Thursday 
at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale, with the spouse of 
a chronically ill/disabled person, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Childcare is free. No meetings in Nov. or Dec. For details, 
contact Jennifer Miller at houstonwellspouse@gmail.com 
or 713-724-2360, or visit http://www.wellspouse.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English) – Support for family and friends of 
alcoholics/addicts, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, room 215. Call 281-487-

8787, or drop in.
Alateen – Support for teens, friends and family members 
of alcoholics/addicts, 7 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, room 208. Call 
281-487-8787, or drop in.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, 
call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, noon, 
Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 12005 
County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Support for 
family/friends of alcoholics/addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, room 215, First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or 
drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – meeting and potluck 
dinner is Friday, Feb. 24, at University Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 16106 Middlebrook Dr., Clear Lake. The 
special guest speaker is former astronaut retired U.S. Air 
Force Col. Jerry L. Ross who will discuss transcribing, 
researching, and organizing historical diaries in order to 
create and publish a book. Dinner (bring a side or dessert 
to share) is at 6:30 p.m. and the program is at 7 p.m. For 
details, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org or call Kim Zrubek 

at 281-992-2636.
7 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-856-
1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not alone, and dis-
cover choices available. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or 
drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
11:15 a.m.

Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Presents Line by Line 
with the Prophets, sessions by Rabbi Stuart Federow, 

11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., at 16020 El Camino Real, 77062, 
the conservative synagogue in the Bay Area. Everyone is 
welcome. Previous classes are not required. Visit www.
shaarhashalom.org or contact the synagogue offi ce at 
281-488-5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, call 281-
487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to RSVP 
for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting, Sunday, 
6:30 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For 
details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, 
call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-
9243.

Lutheran South Academy senior football stand-
out Christian Shelmire (seated center) will con-
tinue his education and playing career at South-
ern Nazarene University in Bethany, Okla., after 
signing a letter of intent with the Crimson Storm. 
Those with him at the signing included, left to 
right, (seated) Linda Neeley-Shelmire (mother) 
and Richard Stallings (LSA varsity football head 
coach). Shelmire rushed for more than 2,500 

yards over three seasons with the Pioneers. As a 
senior, he was a Texas Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools Class 5A Academic All-State se-
lection and a second-team all-state performer on 
the fi eld. He joins a Southern Nazarene 2017 re-
cruiting class of nearly 60 players, as announced 
on national signing day. The Crimson Storm com-
pete in the NCAA Division II ranks and are part 
of the Greater American Conference.

LSA’s Shelmire to Southern Nazarene football

Dobie High School senior catcher Jeremy Green Jr. (seated) 
will continue his education and playing career at Ecclesia 
Christian College in Springdale, Ark., after signing a letter of 
intent with the Royals. Those with Green at the signing in-
cluded, left to right, Bobby Beynaerts (Dobie assistant coach), 

Miguel Torres (Dobie varsity baseball head coach), Sam More-
no (little league, select coach),  Robert Ayala (grandfather), 
Jeremy Green Sr. (father) and Kevin Schulba (Dobie varsity 
baseball pitching coach). Green is set to begin his senior sea-
son Feb. 23, as the Longhorns play in the Laredo Invitational.

Dobie’s Green Jr. headed to Ecclesia College baseball

 The Bondy Patriots es-
tablished the bar in both 
divisions at the first Pasa-
dena ISD intermediate 
boys’track and field meet, 
holding off Thompson in 
each class. 
 Meanwhile, Beverly 
Hills’ seventh-grade team 
was third, and the Bears’ 
eighth-grade squad was 
fourth.

GAT 7s second
 Bondy wound up with 
quite a solid margin of vic-
tory in the seventh-grade 
division, but the Lions did 
everything they could to 
keep it close.
 Zaire Walker and Con-
lie Christmas scored indi-
vidual wins, and the Lions 
also made their way to the 
finish line first in a pair 
of relays en route to 129 
points. 
 Bondy won the team 
title with 187, and Beverly 
Hills was third at 102.
 The top distance run-
ner in the district during 
the cross-country season, 
Walker stepped up the 
pace in the 2,400-meter 
run at the opening track 
meet. 
 At 8 minutes, 24.47 
seconds, Walker won the 
event by more than 24 sec-
onds, with teammate Isaac 
Cortez taking third place 
in a time of 8:54.09.
 At 16.48, Christmas 
was easily the winner of 
the 100-meter hurdles, 
and Christmas was also 
part of the Lions’ two re-
lay wins. 
 The Lions’ 4x100-me-
ter relay squad of Christ-
mas, Ke’mauri Millender, 
Jefferson Ford and Ter-
rand Booker combined for 
the win in a time of 50.81, 
just edging Bondy.
 In the 4x200-meter 
event, it was Christmas 
joining Walker, Booker 
and Ford for the win at 
1:48.46.
 Bondy won the 4x400-

meter relay, but the Lions 
were second for 16 points 
as Millender, Walker, 
Deveon Moses and Cor-
tez put together a time of 
4:22.29.
 In other events, Mil-
lender placed fourth in 
the 100-meter dash with a 
time of 12.81, and Michael 
Medina placed fourth in 
the 400-meter run with his 
clocking of 1:05.07.
 Medina also chipped 
in for the Lions during 
the 1,600-meter run as he 
posted a time of 5:52.30 
for fourth place.
 Sebastian Cruz me-
daled for Thompson in the 
high jump, clearing 4 feet, 
8 inches for third place on 
fewest tries.
 At 33’5”, Walker was 
the second-place winner 
in the triple jump, and 
Calvin Jeans of Thompson 
was also second for his top 
throw of 33’10” in the shot 
put.
 Abraham Amaro was in 
at 81’ 7 1/2” in the discus 
for sixth place.

BHI 7s place third
 Bondy and Thompson 
set the pace in the seventh-
grade division, but third-
place Beverly Hills also 
reached triple digits with 
102 points.
 Dakarey Ramsay and 
Richard Gary earned indi-
vidual wins for the Bears, 
with Ramsay taking the 
shot put with a great throw 
of 34’8”. 
 Gary, whose throw of 
31’9” was fifth-best in 
the shot put, heaved the 
discus 95’7” for the win, 
and Ramsay’s best throw 
of 86’ 1/2” was good for 
third place.
 Treylyn Burrell placed 
third with a time of 12.74 
in the 100-meter dash, 
and Damonte Seymour 
was fifth in the 100-meter 
event at 12.94.
 The Bears also scored 
well in the 200-meter 

dash, with Brendann Wil-
liams second at 26.59, 
and Trajan Davis fourth at 
27.71.
 Allen Gonzale posted a 
time of 1:05.92 for sixth 
place in the 400-me-
ter run, and Emmanuel 
Drain placed third in the 
300-meter hurdles with a 
time of 52.28.
 The Bears scored key 
points with a second and 
two third-place finishes in 
the respective relays.
 The Bears’ 4x200-me-
ter relay team was second 
at 1:48.09, with Williams, 
Davis, Darren Ortiz and 
Burrell in the mix,
 As for the 4x100-me-
ter relay, the Bears were 
third-best with a time of 
51.16 as Williams, Da-
vis, Trevon Johnson and 
Burrell competed.
 At the 4x400-meter dis-
tance, a time of 4:33.80 
was third in the district 
for the Bears, who were 
represented by Joshua Ro-
driguez, Xavier Malone, 
Gonzale and Johnson. At 
4’8”, Williams claimed 
fourth in the high jump.

GAT 8s earn second
 While Bondy also 
proved to be the team to 
beat in the eighth-grade 
division, the Lions made it 
close to the very end.
 The Patriots scored 142 
points to win, while the 
Lions were near with 132. 
Beverly Hills was fourth at 
95.5.
 Individually, Jayson 
Turner (5’8”) bested team-
mate Jeremiah Ballard 
(5’6”) as the two went 1-2 
in the high jump.
 The Lions also scored 
a relay win, taking the 
4x100-meter event in a 
time of 48.62 behind the 
effort of Darius Hale, 
Razmon Williams, Bran-
don Lopez and Turner.
 The rest of the way, the 
Lions used a team effort to 
collect points.

 At 11.86, Turner wound 
up second in the 100-meter 
dash, and Lopez was third 
at 26.13 in the 200-meter 
dash.
 Marcus Saenz placed 
fifth in the 2,400-meter 
run after  delivering a time 
of 9:01.75, and Bryson 
Phillips was second in the 
100-meter hurdles with a 
clocking of 16.48.
 Ballard’s time of 47.47 
was good for third-best in 
the 300-meter hurdles, and 
Lopez, Hale, Williams and 
Darrius Pamplin teamed 
for second place and a 
time of 1:45.21  in the 
4x200-meter relay.
 Thompson claimed 
sixth place and the final 
scoring spot in the 4x400-
meter relay as Isaac Espi-
nosa, Jacob Perez, Jared 
Tate and Ballard combined 
for a time of 4:18.97.
 Pamplin pole vaulted 
his way over the 7’6” 
mark for third place, and 
the Lions collected key 
points in the long jump.
 There, Ballard was 
third at 16’8”, with Turner 
fourth at 15’8” and Wil-
liams sixth with his top ef-
fort of 15’7”. 
 Perez did a fine job in 
the triple jump as he made 
his way to the 33’3 1/2” 
mark for second place, 
and Lopez’s best jump at 
30’3” placed him fifth.
 Joshua Garcia was 
fourth in the shot put with 
a throw of 39’7 1/2”, and 
teammate Demo Tucker 
was fifth at 38’11”.
 Tucker also helped out 
his team’s cause in the dis-
cus, with his best throw 
going 110’ 2  1/2” for sec-
ond place. The Lions’ Jos-
ue Vasquez placed third at 
107’5”.

BHI 8s capture fourth
 The Bears’ eighth-grade 
boys team turned in a solid 
opening-meet effort, plac-
ing fourth among the 10 
teams in the mix.

 Beverly Hills did a good 
bit of its scoring in the re-
lays, including a 20-point 
gain for a victory in the 
4x200-meter relay.
 In that one, the Bears 
posted a time of 1:44.41 as 
Tommy Guerrero, Manuel 
Hernandez, Grady Dixon 
and Cheziah Lynch com-
bined as the foursome.
 The Bears were also 
second in both the 4x100 
and the 4x400-meter re-
lays.
 At the 4x100 distance, 
the Bears came in at 49.39 
for second place, with 
Keon Thompson, Dixon, 
Trevion Williams and 
Lynch running.
 A time of 4:07.21 
earned the Bears second 
place in the 4x400-re-
lay as Zachary Almazan 
and Brandon Mack were 
joined by Lynch and Adri-
an Barragan.
 Guerrero was second in 
the 200-meter dash with a 
great time of 26.04, and 
Mack’s time of 26.80 was 
sixth-best.
 The Bears’ Damien 
Garcia medaled in the 
2,400-meter run, placing 
third in a time of 8:56.15.
 Teammates Manuel 
Hernandez and Michael 
Ramirez handed the Bears 
a third-place tie in the 
400-meter dash (1:00.97).
 In other events, Taizhon 
McKinney was fourth 
in both the 800-meter 
run (2:25.02) and the 
1,600-meter run (5:30.00), 
and Williams was sixth 
in the 100-meter dash at 
12.31.
 In the 100-meter hur-
dles, the Bears’ Jajuan 
Robinson captured fourth 
with his time of 17.32, 
with teammate Jonathan 
Baldwin sixth at 17.49.
 At the 300-meter hurdle 
distance, the Bears’ Bar-
ragan was fourth at 47.56, 
with Robinson sixth in a 
time of 47.85.

Lions, Bears compete at PISD track and field
Bondy boys sweep

 As was the case in the 
boys’ division, the Bondy 
Patriots won both girls’ 
track and field divisions 
at the Pasadena ISD’s first 
meet of the season at Aux-
iliary Stadium. 
Lady Bear 7s are second
 Bondy’s better results 
in the relay events helped 
the Lady Patriots to win 
the seventh-grade team 
crown, but Beverly Hills 
still had plenty of steam to 
take second place with the 
82 points.
 Nikole Welcome was 
an individual winner for 
the Lady Bears as she 
captured top honors in the 
200-meter dash at 30.32 
seconds.
 Teammates KeAsia 
Robinson and Jennifer Ibe 
went 1-2 in the 300-meter 
hurdles as the Lady Bears 
controlled the event.
 Robinson was the easy 
winner at 57.95, while 
Ibe was next at 1 minute, 
00.22 seconds. 
 The Lady Bears’ Maya 
Scott nearly came up with 
the win in the 100-meter 
dash at 14.39, but settled 
for a tie with Samora Wat-
son of Park View.
 Donyea Porter (15.17) 
was fifth for Beverly Hills, 
with Ibe sixth at 15.18.
 Analura Elizarravas 
was fifth in the 800-me-
ter run at 2:55.24, and 
Victoria Gonzalez placed 
third in the 1,600-meter 
run following a solid time 
of 6:44.51. Gonzalez also 
completed the 2,400-me-
ter run at 10:18.00 for fifth 
place.

 Robinson pushed for 
the top spot in the 300-me-
ter hurdles but was second 
at 19.46, and Ibe’s time of 
20.25 placed her fourth. 
 The Lady Bears’ 
4x100-meter relay team 
placed fourth in the sprint 
event, coming in at 59.37 
behind the team of Leilani 
Zara, Sydnye Ford, Riani 
Benton and Scott.
 Lilly Nguyen, Ford, 
Scott and Zara teamed in 
the 4x200-meter relay as 
the Lady Bears were fifth.
 Beverly Hills was also 
fifth in the 4x400-meter 
relay as Nguyen teamed 
with Elizarravas, Kaylana 
Pham and Ideliya Sifuen-
tes for a time of 5:19.27.
Lady Lions’ 7s are seventh
 Thompson’s seventh-
grade girls’ squad debuted 
with a seventh-place fin-
ish, scoring 26 points.
 Aliyah Barajas scored 
eight of those points as 
she was second overall in 
the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 30.83.
 Kendall Brown scored 
eight more for Thomp-
son as her time of 1:11.19 
landed her second place in 
the 400-meter dash.
 Fifth place in the 
100-meter hurdles went 
to Natalie Onozie as she 
earned a time of 20.37.
 The Lady Lions gained 
four additional points in 
the 4x100-meter relay 
for fifth place as Ashlyn 
Ross, Kyra Jackson, Kori 
Pounds and Barajas came 
up with a time of 1:01.02.
 Sixth place in both the 
4x200-meter relay and the 

4x400-meter relay also 
went to the Lady Lions.
 In the 4x200, Thomp-
son had Ross, Pounds, 
Alayna Calvillo and Bara-
jas involved for a time of 
2:09.77.
 As for the 4x400, Da-
lyza Cisneros and Sid-
ney Puerto teamed with 
Calvillo and Brown for a 
time of 5:20.21.

BHI 8s are second
 The Lady Bears’ 70 
points in the eighth-grade 
division weren’t close to 
catching Bondy, but the 
locals held off Thompson 
for second place.
 Kievia Carlisle and 
Breana Haywood had their 
speed on display early for 
the Lady Bears, taking the 
2-3 spots in the 100-meter 
dash.
 Carlisle’s time of 13.81 
just edged Haywood 
(13.92) for the second 
spot, but both medaled.
 Carlisle came up with 
an individual win in the 
300-meter hurdles, as her 
time of 56.03 was  easily 
the best of the event.
 Devin Richard came 
across the finish line third 
overall in the 100-me-
ter hurdles at 19.46, and 
Amya Ray was fourth 
in the 200-meter dash at 
29.26.
 The Lady Bears won 
the 4x200-meter relay and 
took second in the 4x100-
meter event.
 In the 4x200, the Lady 
Bears delivered a time of 
1:57.22 as Janya Hunt, Ni-
kayla McIntyre, Ray and 
Haywood teamed for the 

championship.
 As for the 4x100, Mc-
Intyre, Carlisle, Haywood 
and Hunt finished at 55.06 
for second place.

GAT 8s take third
 The Lady Lions’ eighth-
grade team came up with 
a fine effort in the open-
ing meet of the season for 
third place.
 Grace Castaneda and 
Ambreon Jones came 
up with individual event 
championships to lead the 
way for the Lady Lions.
 In the 400-meter run, 
Castaneda’s time of 
1:10.20 was the district’s 
best, and teammate De-
siree Miller had a time of 
1:14.09 for fifth place.
 Jones and teammate 
Raven Finister went 1-2 
in the 100-meter hurdles, 
with Jones winning at 
17.96 and Finister in at 
18.89.
 Janelle Mooney was 
second in the 200-meter 
dash for the Lady Lions at 
28.96, and Jordyn Ridge 
was third at 29.08.
 Thompson’s Abby 
Duron was fifth in the 
800-meter run at 3:01.58, 
and Jada Sawyer also fin-
ished sixth in the 100-me-
ter dash at 14.68.
 The Lady Lions’ 4x100-
meter relay squad was 
third at 56.09 as Jones was 
joined by Deaira Jackson, 
Deja Shanklin and Finis-
ter.
 Thompson also placed 
sixth in the 4x400 relay, 
with Janya Yielding, Mill-
er, Emily Gonzalez and 
Castaneda in at 5:14.70.

Lady Lions, Bears excel at PISD track



CALENDAR
7 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-
480-1911 for details.

Noon
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets monthly, first and 
third Wednesday, noon, Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Hwy., 
Pasadena. December may be an exception. For information, call 
Monica Montoya at 281-794-5531.
American Business Women’s Association Bay Area Vision 
Chapter – Meets at Bon Appetit Cafe, 18027 Point Lookout Dr., 
77058, monthly, first Wednesday, noon to 1:30 p.m. Professional 
speaker often present. For details, contact Christie O’Rear at 
christieorear@gmail.com.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to practice 
ballroom dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m.  Wednesdays, 1001 E. League City 
Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity card. Help 
is available to assist learning dance moves. For details, call Neva 
Schroder at 417-838-2204.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Support for family/
friends of alcoholics/addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
room 215, First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – meets the first Wednesday, class-
rooms 3 and 4 (third floor), Bayshore Medical Center, 4000 
Spencer Hwy., Pasadena. For information, call 713-944-4782 or 
713-266-6400. Free.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. No fee to attend. 
Call Cris at 832-724-4296 to register. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-
1611.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-
2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/
sexual abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturn-
ingpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, MARCH 2
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 for 
details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday night ser-
vice beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 6 p.m. followed 
by a praise, worship and prayer service at 7 p.m. at 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. Afterward both pastors lead a Bible study in 
English and Spanish. Everyone is welcome.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 7 
p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English) – Support for family and friends of alcoholics/
addicts, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.
Alateen – Support for teens, friends and family members of alco-
holics/addicts, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, room 208. Call 281-487-8787, or drop 
in.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday month-
ly, Barnes and Noble, 1029 W. Bay Area Blvd., 7 p.m. Newcomers 
welcome. 
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature Study. In 
His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. 
Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-
5720 for details, or  drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-
480-1911 for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. 
Call 409-454-5720 for details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

3:15 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy for adults with Parkinson’s, 3:15 to 4:45 p.m., Clear Lake 
Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. 
Visit www.hapsonline.org for details. 

  6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. 
Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for 
details.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. No fee to attend. 
Call Cris at 832-724-4296 to register. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – Mondays at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland. Enter door next to recycling bins. For details, call 713-
865-3668 or visit www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-
1611.
Friends Helping Friends Grief Support Group – meets 
Mondays, Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center 
Blvd., Webster, 7 to 8:15 p.m., in the Team Conference Room. 
Anyone who’s lost a loved one is welcome. Free. For information, 
call Mrs. Barry Craven at 281-486-4241 or R. Sanchez at 281-
337-4365.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call Russell 
at 832-483-6715.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Mon-
day, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session 
or $35/10 sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 
sessions for nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For information, 
contact 281-488-5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. 
Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, 
Pasadena. For details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 for 
details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golf-
crest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch is 
$15. Variety of interesting speakers. For information, call 281-900-
7257 or visit nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 p.m. 
For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Sunday and Tuesday, 2 
p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. 
Glandorf at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Support for family/
friends of alcoholics/addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
room 215, First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-
1611.

Continued from Page 3B

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly 

HELP WANTED section!
11555 Beamer        281-481-5656

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS
SOUGHT

The
Southeast VFD 

needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!
11555 

Beamer 
281-

481-5656

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Need Help Finding Your 
Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

WANTED
HOUSTON
OILERS'
PROGRAMS OR
TEAM PHOTOS

FROM 1974 - 1976. 

WOULD LIKE TO BUY 
OR MAKE COPY.
PLEASE CALL
281-481-0389

LOST PET
MISSING: Black and 
white, male cat with 3 
legs. Please call Shelley 
at 832-545-7434.  2-23  

 MISCELLANEOUS
FUSION 4.0 LX HOME 
Gym weight bench $50. 
713-202-8720 2-23
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY:  Three 
spaces, choice location 
Section 206, lot 89, spac-
es 7, 8, 9. Call 281-487-
7932. TF
FOREST PARK EAST 
Webster. One Space 
$4500. In the Garden of 
Ten Commandments, 
Sec. 214, Lot 46, Space 6. 
Call 281-435-0798. 2-23

SERVICES
PIANO LESSONS: Mast-
er’s Degree, MTNA Pro-
fessionally Certified, 20+ 
years experience. Recitals, 
Guild, Gold Cup, classical 
and other styles. 281-481-
6911 or williamwells
3427@att.net 2-23
HANDYMAN: Painting 
interior/exterior, sheet-
rock, wood fences, tree 
services, trimming and 
removal, mulch, lay fresh 

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
E s t i m a t e s . N e w 
Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician 
Not a Salesman. Call 
Harry 713-991-1355.  
 3-30
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 
Sabo, Suite 120, 281-
481-0909. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com TF

FOUND
FOUND: BIKE at Clear 
Brook City Park. 
Please call 281-484-
1562 to identify and 
claim. TF

GARAGE SALE
11423 SAGEVALLEY 
Sat, Feb. 25, 8 a.m. - noon. 
Moving Sale. One day 
only. No early birds. 2-23

HELP WANTED
LOOKING FOR A CARE-
GIVER for a partially par-
alyzed man. Must have a 
current driver’s license, 
own a vehicle and be a 
non-smoker. Call 281-
813-1428. 2-23
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LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

Advertise 

in 

the 

Leader!

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news
and updates 
between 
issues!

MW Exclusive Hair Salon
Hair Stations for Lease

$100 per Week
For More Information Call 713-910-0089

Stylists and Barbers Welcome

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800

Advertise
in the

Leader!

grass, weed flowerbeds, 
lawn service, pressure 
washing. Free Estimates. 
Ruben 832-406-0183  
 3-9
PRESSURE WASHING 
by Scott. Free estimates. 
Houses, driveways, side-
walks, etc. Looks like 
new when done. 979-
235-0645 2-23

WORK WANTED
CNA (CERT. NURSE 
AIDE) looking to give ten-
der loving care to your 
disabled loved one. 15+ 
yrs. experience at rea-
sonable rate. Updated 
CPR. References. Call 
Margie 832-987-8153. 
2-23
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BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!

WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!
TACLB002755C

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance will
save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

281-692-1684MPL #18439

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

281-704-3373
russel.craig4@gmail.com

28 Years South Belt Resident • Local Dealer 14 Years
 Lower your Cable Bill • $100 Referrals • Professional Installation
Same Day Service • Internet Bundles Available

Authorized Dealer
Business & 
Residential

Home Automation

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 or 713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• PLUMBING • SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE 
• FENCES • GARAGE CONVERSION
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Built Out 

VA & ADA experienced • 30 yrs. experience

832-891-4610We pride ourselves on 
quality workmanship.

Free 
Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectric1111.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

WOOD FLOORS • TILE • LAMINATE • GRANITE • CUSTOM SHOWERS

832-236-4898
When Quality Counts! • Est. 1996 • South Belt Area Resident

OWNER OPERATED • FULLY INSURED      www.mayozflooring.com

MAYOZ
FLOORING

LAMINATE 
FLOORING 
starting from

 2.99

RESIDENTIAL 
& 

COMMERCIAL

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
281-484-2685 • 832-692-7754

E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS
Licensed & InsuredAll Major Credit Cards Accepted!

MPL39885 

713-340-0404
www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP

24 Hour Emergency Service

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

SOURCE: Southbelt Leader | Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Minimum $250 Invoice. Limit 1 per Household. Cannot be combined with other offers or used towards 
Service Plan (BAM/AMP/CLUB) Purchase. Show at time of service. Call for Details. 

Alan O’Neill M-20628 | TACLA 31525E | TECL 30557

ANY Repair 
Plumbing
AC / Heating
Electrical

(281) 552-8357
www.AbacusPlumbing.net

SOURCE S hb l L d | Li i d Ti

$50
OFF

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27
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g

No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information
281-484-4337

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

Looking to 
improve your yard 

the easy way?

Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your Lawn 
& Garden!

11555 
Beamer

281-
481-5656

LAWN & GARDEN

The Classifieds – read them and use them; 
They’re there when you need them!

FOR WHEN LIFE BRINGS 
YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection of professional service people 
who advertise there. You can compare and choose from among them in the 

SERVICES columns and be ready for anything shocking ahead! 

281-481-5656

Join us on Join us on 
Facebook!Facebook!

Get local 
news and 
updates 
between 
issues!
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The Dobie varsity football team both celebrates the successes of the past and 
looks toward the future with excitement as 11 senior players signed nation-
al letters of intent on Feb. 1. The number of players signed that day repre-
sented the largest in program history, and varsity football head coach Mike 
Norman (fifth from left) said he expects to see a few more sign collegiately 
sometime this spring. Those signing included, left to right, Brandon Flores 

(Garden City Community College), Jordan Shae (Alderson Broaddus), West-
ley Crooms (Hardin-Simmons University), Ke’Montre Lowe-Ali (Tarleton 
State University), Breon Simmons (Hardin-Simmons University), Jacoby Da-
vis (Southern Missouri State University), Jeremy Davis (Southern Missouri 
State University), Keith Armstead (Missouri Southern State University) and 
Kyle Saunders (Nichols College).

Dobie football signees look toward collegiate futures

Haynie Spirit Softball
Dobie hosts Katy

Friday, Feb. 24

Dobie High School, 9 a.m. 

Dobie hosts Ridge Point
Friday, Feb. 24

Dobie High School, 3 p.m. 

Dobie hosts Klein Collins
Saturday, Feb. 25

Dobie High School, 9 a.m. 

Dobie hosts Alexandria
Saturday, Feb. 25

Dobie High School, 3 p.m. 

See Dobie’s Feb. 23 games on Page 1B

Continued from Page 1B
 “It’s all about matchups 
in basketball, and we felt 
like if we could have got-
ten past Clear Creek then 
we certainly matched up 
well with Clear Falls in the 
quarterfinals. It just wasn’t 
to be.”
 The matchup problem 
for Dobie against Creek, 
just as Brown had pre-
dicted pregame, was Kai-
tlin Burroway, who had 21 
points in the Lady Wild-
cats’ victory.
 Burroway then scored 
just 10 points against Clear 
Falls and has now reached 
the Region III semifinals 
with Clear Creek. Clear 
Springs of CCISD is also 
in the mix.
 Brown has been a bas-
ketball coach for much 
of his adult life and un-
derstands how it works in 
the postseason. But it still 
makes it no easier when a 
season comes to close.
 “We’re still getting over 
the sting (of the season 
ending),” Brown said.  
 “The tough thing about 
playoff basketball is the 
abrupt end, the dramatic 
finality to it all. 
 “We reached a lot of our 
goals. We won 21 games 
this season, and getting 
more than 20 is a big ac-
complishment. 
 “We also set out to win 
district. We shared that 
spot with a very good 
Deer Park team, but it 
sure would be nice to keep 
playing.”
 Now Dobie must deal 
with what has been lost 
and what remains in terms 
of talent. 
 Senior four-year starter 
Jade Giron will certainly 
gain some Most Valuable 
Player votes next week 
when the league’s coaches 
convene for all-district se-
lections.
 Taja Tillman, a three-
year letterwinner, will also 
be missed after playing 
very well over the course 
of her career. 
 Shanyce Cabrales, ar-

guably the district’s best 
shooter from 3-point land, 
will also graduate, as will 
seniors Zaria Thomas, 
Zada Bridges and Kiara 
Wells.
 “This group was re-
ally one of my favorites to 
coach in that they fought 
for each other and re-
ally wanted to do well as 
a team, and you have to 
have that to be success-
ful,” Brown said. 
 “They came in and 
worked hard every day to 
get better, and that’s what 
you ask for as a coach. I’m 

just really proud of the 
group as a whole.”
 Alexis Oses and Bre-
anna Smith will return to 
bolster the inside for the 
Lady Longhorns next sea-
son, and Victoria Onozie 
will be another key return-
ee with scoring ability.
 And Brown is also ex-
cited about the talent com-
ing from a freshman A 
team that lost just once all 
season. 
 Vanessa Lam, currently 
at Thompson Intermedi-
ate, could also push for a 
spot at the upper levels of 

Continued from Page 2B
 In the end, Temple es-
caped with an 8-7 victory 
despite home runs from 
Damian and Bullen.
 Damian had three hits 
and drove in a pair, and 
Hernandez had two hits 
and drove in two.  
 In the final game of the 
tournament, San Jacinto 
defeated McLennan 6-4 as 
four pitchers combined for 
the effort in the circle.
 Hernandez knocked in 
a pair of runs, and Deleon 
drove home another. Kai-
tlyn Kerl homered, drove 
in two runs and scored a 
pair. Shelbi Doherty and 
Taylor McHenry both had 
a pair of hits and scored a 
run.
 Tori Stoddard wound 
up getting the win for San 
Jac, she being the last of 
four pitchers in the game 
for the locals. M i s s y 
Hernandez is just one of 
the top players respond-
ing offensively as the San 
Jacinto College softball 
team has begun to pick up 
steam. 
 Hernandez, a sopho-
more from Pasadena Me-
morial High School, was 
named the National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-
tion Division I Player of 
the Week for the second 
week of the regular sea-

SJC’s Hernandez scores NJCAA Player of the Week
son, and the honor was 
well-deserved.
 Over a four-game span 
in games against Odessa 
and Howard, Hernandez 
hit .643 with nine runs bat-
ted in. At one point over 
two games, she had seven 
straight hits.
 During that stretch, 
Hernandez was also 
named the Region XIV 
Player of the Week, help-
ing San Jacinto get its 
ninth win against five 
losses.
 Hernandez has picked 
up right where she left 
off after a strong fresh-
man season. In 2016, she 
hit .341 over the campaign 
with 70 hits and 39 runs 
driven in. She had 12 dou-
bles and four home runs to 
help San Jacinto reach the 
national tournament.

At right, San Jacinto 
College’s Missy Her-
nandez was named 
the National Junior 
College Athletic As-
sociation’s Division I 
Player of the Week for 
the second week of the 
regular season after 
hitting .643 with nine 
runs batted in, helping 
the team to three wins 
in four games during 
that span.

Creek downs Lady Longhorns in area round

Continued from Page 1B
four games of the season 
before a rough ending in 
Brenham.
 Dobie won its fi rst three 
games at the Bryan tour-
nament to extend its win 
streak to four to begin the 
season, but then three con-
secutive losses followed.
 In the tournament open-
er for both teams, Dobie 
handed Round Rock a 
4-2 loss, leading 4-0 after 
three innings and holding 
on for the win.
 Yvonne Whaley, Pleas-
ants and Jacqueline Garcia 
all had a pair of hits in the 
win, while Michelle Krist-
off took the victory with 3 
1/3 innings in the circle. 
Alyssa Corpus got the fi -
nal four outs for the save.
 Dobie then scored four 
runs in the fi rst inning and 
two more in the second 
to cruise past Fort Bend 
Christian 6-1.
 Allison Bravo and Gar-
cia drove in two runs each, 
and Kristoff allowed just 
one run over three innings, 
striking out six.
 The Lady Longhorns 
jumped ahead of Alvin 
early on in its next game, 
then scored nine runs in 
the fi fth inning to win the 
game 12-0.
 Up 3-0, the Lady Long-
horns got a bases-loaded 
walk from Kristoff in that 
big fi fth inning. After  a 

passed ball made it 5-0, 
Bravo had an RBI single 
for a 6-0 lead.
 Raylene Martinez add-
ed a two-run double for 
an 8-0 lead, and Dani Col-
unga scored on a passed 
ball.  
 Whaley came up with a 
two-run triple, and Garcia 
drove in the fi nal run with 
a ground out.
 At that point, Dobie 
was 4-0 and feeling good 
about itself. Then came 
some troubles. Deer Park, 

Lady Longhorn softball team
wins pair at Bryan tourney

Continued from Page 1B
morial 1-0 on the strength 
of a goal from co-captain 
Edwin Saldivar and a ter-
rific defensive perfor-
mance.
 In the first half of league 
play, there were 21 possi-
ble points up for grabs for 
each of the teams. Dobie 
secured 19 of those points, 
then grabbed an easy three 
more points with the win 
over West Brook.
 Dobie returns to action 
Friday, Feb. 24, against 
South Houston. The game 
is set for 4 p.m. at Veterans 
Stadium.
 Having come off a 3-2 
win over Deer Park to grab 
a piece of a three-way tie 
for second place, the Tro-
jans will no doubt be rid-
ing an emotional high 
coming into its big game 
against Dobie. 
 The Longhorns simply 
need to start fast and take 
care of its business.

the top-ranked team in the 
state, scored eight runs in 
the fi fth to run away from 
Dobie 13-0 as Deer Park’s 
Madison Nelson allowed 
just one hit.
 Whaley had two hits 
against Santa Fe, but the 
Lady Indians went on to 
win 7-3. 
 In the fi nal game of 
the tournament for both 
teams, Brazoswood edged 
Dobie 5-1. Pleasants, Deja 
Gaines and Whaley had 
two hits each.

JFD baseball opens at Laredo Border Olympics
teams.   “It’s an 
honor to be invited to this 
tournament, and I certain-
ly jumped at the chance to 
get our program involved. 
 It’s a reminder of the 
hard work and solid results 
we have produced over the 
last several years. Not just 
any teams get invited, but 
we also want to play well 
when we get there.
 On the opening day of 
the event, Dobie will play 
Martin early in the day be-
fore a game comes against 
Brennan. 
 The Longhorns also 
have a scheduled game 
against Corpus Christi 
Moody Feb. 24, before 
trophy round play comes 
Feb. 25.
 When District 22-6A 
play finally does come, the 
Longhorns are expected to 
have to contend with Deer 

Park and La Porte as the 
frontrunners. 
 Beaumont West Brook 
has also historically field-
ed a solid team year in, 
year out. Torres knows the 
Pasadena ISD schools are 
always capable of beating 
one another an any given 
time.
 “It was a scrimmage 
game, but we beat North 
Shore 8-6 in one of our 
last scrimmages, and 
North Shore is supposedly 
one of the top-10 teams in 
the Houston area,” Torres 
said. 
 “That shows what we 
can do when we go out 
there and just play the 
game. When you do the 
little things correctly and 
don’t let minor issues af-
fect an inning, you can 
be very successful. That’s 
what we want to do.”
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we are ready to go and 
playing good baseball 
when District 22-6A play 
starts (March 14, at West 
Brook).
 At any level of baseball, 
success starts on the pitch-
ing mound. The Long-
horns graduated a pair of 
solid starters a season ago, 
so now a host of newcom-
ers will get their chances.
 Diaz is the team’s start-
er in center field and will 
be asked to carry a big role 
offensively, and he is also 
likely to see his first exten-
sive action on the mound.
 Based on scrimmage 
performances this pre-
season, Torres also listed 
Julien Flores, Wayne Lo-
minac Jr., Damian Lopez, 
Daniel Garza, Owen Cas-
tillo and Zach Frias, in no 
special order, as pitching 
options.
 The same is likely to 
hold true in the field. Op-
portunities are available, 
and the players who de-

liver and show the ability 
to consistently perform at 
the varsity level will play 
much of the time.
 Torres is pleased to 

be playing in the Laredo 
ISD Border Olympics, 
a 10-year tournament 
that has now grown to be 
the state’s biggest at 60 

At right, senior and 
three-year starter 
Euro Diaz figures to 
play a big role this 
season for the Dobie 
varsity baseball team, 
both in the outfield 
and on the mound. An 
all-district outfielder a 
season ago, Diaz will 
also see his first ex-
tensive action on the 
mound at the varsity 
level.

Dobie’s Breanna Smith (35) was a solid contributor in the post for the Lady 
Longhorns, and she is due back in 2017-2018 as a senior on what could be a 
young varsity basketball team. 

Dobie’s program.
 “Coach (Ashley) 
Moore did a great job of 
developing those fresh-
men, and they went down 
to the wire before losing a 
game.  
 “They will be prepared, 
and we also have the re-
turnees and some upper 
classmen. 
 “I’m really excited 
about the future. It’s just 
that you are never pleased 
to see a great season like 
the one we had come to 
a close It’s just so final 
when you lose.”

Longhorn boys control 22-6A; Dobie girls gain
 At 7-0-1 in the stand-
ings, Dobie has 22 points 
and a seven-point lead 
over three teams for sec-
ond place. 
 Deer Park, Memorial 
and South Houston are all 
tied for second place with 
15 points but have much 
work to do before catching 
Dobie.
 Obviously, the three 
second-place teams all 
could use a win over Do-
bie in this second half, 
but the Longhorns have a 
41-match streak to protect.

Brook boys still in it
 Though running out of 
time, Clear Brook’s var-
sity boys’ team still has 
enough matches remain-
ing to make a late playoff 
move in District 24-6A.
 Friendswood has sud-
denly jumped to the front 
at 5-0-3 for 18 points. The 
Mustangs, clearly, are in 
great shape to reach the 
postseason with just six 

matches remaining.
 From there, things cer-
tainly do get more interest-
ing. While the Wolverines 
missed a chance to gain a 
big win last time out, the 
win over Dickinson surely 
helped things out.
 Dickinson is now sec-
ond with 14 points, and 
Clear Lake has 13 for 
third place. Clear Creek 
and Clear Springs are tied 
for the final spot with 12 
points. 
 Clear Brook has nine 
points and needs a vic-
tory or more in a hurry. 
The Wolverines play at 
Clear Creek Feb. 24, and 
at Friendswood Feb. 28. 
Needless to say, a pair of 
wins would be huge.
Dobie girls look strong

 Deer Park is control-
ling the District 22-6A 
standings, but the Do-
bie girls are very well in 
the mix with the sched-
ule dwindling. The Lady 

Longhorns secured a big 
2-1 victory over Memo-
rial to end the first half of 
league play and sit third in 
the standings behind Deer 
Park and La Porte.
 Dobie closed out the 
first half of 22-6A action 
with a home match against 
Beaumont West Brook 
Feb. 22, after press time.
 The Lady Longhorns 
will then face South Hous-
ton Saturday, Feb. 25, at 
Veterans Stadium, with 
match time at 10 a.m.
 It may be hard for Do-
bie to catch Deer Park at 
this point, but the playoffs 
are a clear reality, and per-
haps getting past La Porte 
and into second place can 
be achieved.
 So it’s down to the  final 
half dozen games for the 
varsity soccer regular sea-
son. Both Dobie teams and 
the Clear Brook boys have 
come too far to let this 
opportunity pass by. It re-

quires one final push. For 
the Dobie boys, it’s about 
staying atop the standings 

to the finish. For the other 
two teams, it’s about a 
strong finish. 
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playoffs, while the sea-
son concludes for Dobie, 
which went 18-14 overall 
this season.
 There will be mass 
turnover in both the Dobie 
and Clear Brook varsity 
boys’ basketball programs 
this offseason.
 Seniors Royce Hunter, 
Joshua Cooper, Jeremy 
Williams and Trey Prater 
were all big contributors a 
season ago when the team-
made a run to the Region 
III semifinals. Another 

senior, Jeremy Davis, av-
eraged double-figure re-
bounds this season. 
 Of those who played 
regularly, only D.J. Garrett 
and Justin Thomas will re-
turn, as well as freshman 
Marquise Scott, who got a 
mid-season call-up.
 Similarly at Clear 
Brook, the Wolverines 
are set to lose key seniors 
David Azore, Spencer 
Schneider, Caleb Lang 
and Onix Little, all three-
year varsity performers in 
the program. 

Brook, Dobie hoops out


