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New 43-acre development comes to area
 A massive 43-acre business park is being con-
structed along the 14100 block of the Gulf Free-
way between Beltway 8 and Scarsdale.
 Set to open later this year, the Gulfpoint Busi-
ness Park will be a master-planned, multi-use de-
velopment with easy access to both I-45 and the 
Sam Houston Parkway.
 The park currently includes shovel-ready sites 
for medical, offi ce, distribution, single tenant 
manufacturing, and multi-tenant fl ex space for 
sale and lease. The sites are available for design/
build construction to purchase, as well as build-

to-suit lease options on all buildings.
 Constructed by Wycoff Development, the 
project offers building spaces from 5,000 to 
60,000 square feet.
 The site’s fi rst anchor store has been claimed 
by Texas Injection Molding, a Houston-based 
manufacturer of plastic injection molded prod-
ucts.
 Currently located on Frey Road, Texas Injec-
tion Molding will soon occupy 94,000 square 
feet at the new facility. The fi rst phase of the 
$6.5 million construction project will encom-

pass 64,000 square feet. Starting in 2013 with 10 
molding machines and 22 employees, Texas In-
jection Molding has now evolved to include 23 
presses and 94 employees.
 “This is as state of the art as it gets,” said 
Texas Injection Molding owner Jeff Applegate. 
“This facility will take us to the next level.”
 This point was re-emphasized by Texas Injec-
tion Molding President Scott Kelley.
 “This investment in modern molding technol-

ogy and automation has put our team members 
and company in a position to advance the success 
of our customers businesses with competitive 
and high-quality injection molded components.” 
Kelley said. “We are very proud of our team and 
are excited to see our customers and teammates 
prosper with the new manufacturing facility.”
 For additional information on the develop-
ment, visit http://wycoffdevelopment.com/prop
erties?propertyId=483952-sale.

Carlos Morgan

Dixie Farm Road to close
 The eastbound lanes of Dixie Farm Road/
FM 1959 will be closed from the Gulf Free-
way to SH 3/Old Galveston Road from 9 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 20, through 5 a.m. Monday Feb. 
24, for necessary repairs.

Sagemeadow meet changes
 The Sagemeadow Maintenance Committee 
will host its monthly meeting on a different 
day than usual for February. The meeting will 
be Thursday, Feb. 20, at the Sagemeadow 
MUD building, 10755 Hall Road, at 7 p.m. 
Homeowners, residents and community mem-
bers are encouraged to attend. For additional 
information, email info@sagemeadow.org or 
call and leave a message at 832-377-0847.

SPCIA meeting Feb. 20
 The Sagemont Park Community Improve-
ment Association will hold a homeowners’ 
meeting Thursday, Feb. 20, at the Sagemont 
Park Recreation Center, 11507 Hughes, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Items on the agenda for the meet-
ing include proposed deed restriction changes 
and violations; and community improvement 
issues and actions. All Sagemont Park home-
owners and residents are urged to attend.

Life Church hosts class
 Life Church is hosting a free conversation-
al Spanish/ESL class taught by a certifi ed bi-
lingual teacher Tuesday evenings from 7 to 
8 p.m. at 9901 Windmill Lakes Blvd. Email 
JoAnna De la Garza at islasdelagarza@gmail.
com for more information. 

Beltway closures planned
 At least one inside lane of the westbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road will be closed from 
Scott Street/Fellows Road to SH 288 nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Monday, March 
23.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be 
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
day, Feb. 21.
 At least two alternate southbound frontage 
road lanes on Beltway 8 from Crenshaw to 
Grayson will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. through Friday, Feb. 21.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on Beltway 8 from 
Vista to SH 225 will be closed daily from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. through Sunday, March 1.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on Beltway 8 from 
Vista to SH 225 will be closed nightly from 
8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sunday, March 1.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

Knights to hold fish frys 
 Knights of Columbus Council No. 9201 will 
sponsor a fundraising fi sh fry dinner on Friday, 
Feb. 28; Friday, March 6; Friday, March 13; Fri-
day, March 20; Friday, March 27; and Friday, 
April 4, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the St. Luke Catholic 
Church Social Hall, 11011 Hall Road. The menu 
includes a breaded catfi sh fi llet, fries, hush pup-
pies, cole slaw, corn on the cob and iced tea or 
lemonade. Cost is $10 eat-in or take-out. Baked 
fi sh fi llets will be available in limited quantities. 
All profi ts will go toward local and community 
projects.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf 
Freeway will be completely closed at NASA 
Bypass/NASA Road 1 until further notice.
 The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf 
Freeway will be completely closed at FM 518 
until further notice.
 There will be a total closure of the south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway 
from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to FM 518 
nightly from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Friday, 
Feb. 28.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway 
from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City will 
be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Saturday, Feb. 29.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City 
will be closed nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Saturday, Feb. 29.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Lasso events planned
 There will be a series of mandatory events 
for those wishing to join the Dobie High 
School Lasso JV dance team. A mandatory 
parent meeting will be held at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 3, in the school cafeteria. Mandatory 
Lasso clinics will be held from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
March 30, March 31 and April 1 in the school’s 
Lariaette Room. Mandatory Lasso tryouts will 
be held Thursday, April 2, in the school’s Lar-
iaette Room beginning at 4:30 p.m. The pro-
gram is open to all incoming freshmen. For 
more information, email Chelsea Henning at 
chenning@pasadenaisd.org.

Map of future development

A new 43-acre business park is currently being constructed along the 14100 block of 
the Gulf Freeway. Dubbed the Gulfpoint Business Park, the multi-use development will 
offer large and small retail and industrial space, with easy access to both the Gulf Free-
way and Beltway 8. Texas Injection Molding will serve as the site’s fi rst anchor store. 
The endeavor is expected to open later this year. 

Melillo, Thompson students excel

Pasadena ISD held its annual Spelling Bee, Feb. 11, with Melillo Middle School student Bryce 
Lartigue (left) being crowned this year’s districtwide winner. Y Tran of Thompson Interme-
diate (right) was named 2020 runner-up. The two winners will now advance to represent 
Pasadena ISD in the Houston Public Media Spelling Bee Saturday, Feb. 29, at Houston ISD’s 
Baylor College of Medicine Academy at Ryan Middle School. The event will be televised and 
streamed online. To watch the broadcast, tune into PBS-Channel 8.1. Shown above with the 
students is Amanda Khan, instructional specialist for Gifted and Talented, Pasadena ISD. 
For more information, visit www.houstonpublicmedia.org/education/spelling-bee. See relat-
ed story Page 4A.  Photo submitted

Sparks fly at constable candidate forum
 A near-capacity crowd fi lled a banquet room 
at The Gardens Wednesday, Feb. 12, as dozens 
of residents and local law enforcement offi cers 
attended a Precinct 2 constable candidate fo-
rum hosted by a coalition of local homeowners’ 
groups.
 Democratic candidates participating in the 
event included Jerry Garcia, Alberto “Bert” Ri-
vera and George Goffney Jr. Daniel Vela, the 
lone Republican candidate in the contest, also 
took part in the function.
 While Democratic incumbent Chris Diaz was 
absent from the forum (he had been invited but 
declined to attend, citing previous engagements), 
his current job performance was an ongoing top-
ic of discussion throughout the evening.
 “I’m tired of accepting mediocrity. I’m tired of 
accepting what’s given to us, when it’s not what 
we deserve. We deserve better. Our kids deserve 

better. You deserve better,” said Garcia, who cur-
rently serves as a lieutenant with the Precinct 3 
constable’s offi ce (not to be confused with a sec-
ond  candidate on the ballot who shares the same 
name, who has no police experience). “The lead-
ership we have now is doing things to us – and 
I say ‘us’ because I am a part of this community 
– that has been harmful and detrimental to us. 
Constable Diaz’s lack of experience and his de-
cision-making again has caused great detriment 
to us and this community.”
 This sentiment was shared by Goffney.
 “Our present constable, Chris – and I’m not 
trying to knock but – has not done the job put 
forth,” Goffney said.
 All but Goffney, who made a private career in 
the oil and gas industry, are active law enforce-
ment offi cers.
 “I’m a man of integrity,” Goffney said. “I left 

my law enforcement career in 1980, and I left that 
to follow into the industrial world. And when oil 
was booming, I chose my family over this, but 
now, my heart and my passion is to come back 
and serve my community, as I have always been 
doing.”
 With 21-plus-years of total law-enforcement 
experience (half in criminal and half in civil), 
Garcia highlighted his clerical and bookkeeping 
experience, while Rivera emphasized his time 
spent on the streets.
 “I don’t know numbers. I know how to put 
people in jail. I know how to lead people, and 
that’s what I’m going to do,” said Rivera, who 
himself has 27 years criminal police experience. 
“Numbers? Jerry, I’m going to hire you to do my 
numbers.”
 Vela, who has 25-plus-years police experi-
ence with Pasadena, Galena Park, Shore Acres 

and Spring Branch ISD, also touted his 24-plus-
years as a Pasadena fi refi ghter.
 Garcia further stressed that his immediate ties 
to the South Belt community made him a stron-
ger candidate.
 “There is a disconnect between Constable 
Diaz and this community. I have a vested interest 
in this community,” Garcia said, noting that he 
has been a local youth soccer coach for 18 years.
 All candidates in attendance addressed Diaz’s 
alleged improprieties in offi ce, as he is present-
ly the target of a lawsuit fi led by 11 former em-
ployees that say the constable took illegal steps 
to maintain his current position, as described in 
a recent article published in the Houston Chron-
icle.
 “There’s this thing called integrity,” Rivera 
said. “If you don’t have it, you don’t deserve to

 Continued on Page 2A

Local high school music students make All-State

Early voting currently underway
 Early voting for the March 3 primary elec-
tions is currently underway and will continue 
through Friday, Feb. 28.
 Voters will decide on a number of different 
races, ranging from local judgeships to the posi-
tion of president.
 Local contests of importance to South Belt 
residents include U.S. House District 22, state 
Senate District 11, state House District 129, Har-
ris County Precinct 1 commissioner and Harris 
County Precinct 2 Constable.
 Nearby early voting locations include the Har-
ris County annex at 10851 Scarsdale and Beam-

er; the east Harris County Activity Center at 7340 
Spencer Highway in Pasadena; and the Freeman 
Branch Library at 16616 Diana Lane in the Clear 
Lake area. Residents may cast their ballot at any 
polling location, regardless of their precinct.
 Polling hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. through Feb. 
22; 1 to 6 p.m. Feb. 23; and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Feb. 
24 through Feb. 28. To see a complete list of poll-
ing locations or a sample ballot, visit www.har
risvotes.com.

Candidate questionnaire inside
 See related congressional candidate question-
naire on Page 5A.

Store clerk shot multiple times
 Houston police are searching for a man ac-
cused of shooting a store clerk multiple times 
the night of Friday, Feb. 14, at a smoke shop on 
the Gulf Freeway near Almeda Genoa.
 According to police, the incident took place 
at approximately 11:45 p.m. at the Vitrum 
Smoke Shop 11500 block of the Gulf Freeway. 
 Investigators said a male suspect wearing 
a black hoodie and ski mask walked into the 
shop wielding a pistol and demanded a cus-
tomer’s wallet and money from the cash regis-
ter.

 When the female clerk reportedly reached 
for a weapon of her own from behind the 
counter, the man fi red several shots, striking 
her in the torso, arms and hands.
 The clerk was transported to the hospital in 
stable condition and is expected to survive.
 The suspect is described as a black male, 
standing roughly 6 feet tall.
 Anyone with information on this case is 
urged to contact the HPD Robbery Division at 
713-308-0700 or Crime Stoppers of Houston at 
713-222-TIPS (8477).

Coach charged with indecency
 A softball coach and 
hitting instructor with 
ties to the South Belt 
community was arrested 
in Brazoria County by 
Pearland police Thurs-
day, Feb 13.
 Carlos Morgan, 59, 
was charged with in-
decent assault after al-
legedly touching an un-
derage female player in 
an inappropriate manner.

 Morgan, who resides in the 10900 block 
of Highland Meadow Village, has reportedly 
coached and instructed several girls connect-
ed with the local softball community and Dobie 
High School.
 He was further said to be coaching multiple 
Dobie softball players (outside of school) at the 
time of the alleged crime.
 Morgan is out on a $25,000 bond.
 Police are wanting to hear from any other pos-
sible victims. Anyone with any additional infor-
mation is urged to call the Pearland Police De-
partment at 281-997-4100.

By Reesha Brown, Pasadena ISD
 Six students from the Pasadena Independent 
School District have been named members of the 
All-State band, orchestra and choir – the highest 
individual achievement in a music competition 
that students can obtain at the high school level.
 “These students represent the very best among 
Texas high school musicians,” said Linda Fletch-
er, Pasadena ISD director of Fine Arts. “We are 
so proud of them for their hard work and dedica-

tion in securing this accolade.”
 Sponsored by the Texas Music Educators As-
sociation (TMEA), the annual competition re-
quires those vying for the distinction to audition 
at the district, region, and area levels. This year, 
over 65,000 students across Texas auditioned in 
the process, with only one percent receiving the 
All-State recognition.
 Some of the students will audition once more 
for chairs in the All-State instrumental ensem-

bles. “Then, they plunge into rehearsals for the 
weekend’s fi nal concerts,” said Fletcher. “The 

students recognized below have achieved the
  Continued on Page 6A

Fuqua apartment complex catches fire
 Houston firefighters responded to a fire at 
an apartment complex in the 10700 block of 
Fuqua around 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15.
 Firefighters arrived on scene to find light 
smoke coming from a two-story apartment 
building. Crews worked to find the source of 
the smoke. They pulled decking, ceiling and 
checked the attic space.
 A resident stated they had power issues ear-
lier, and a burn pattern was found under the 
decking of a first floor porch. No electrical 
wires were found in the area.

 HFD Arson investigators were requested to 
determine the cause of the fire and determined 
it was accidental in nature.
 Damage was estimated at approximately 
$8,000. Firefighters were able to save roughly 
$812,000.
 No injuries were reported.
 Two units suffered damage, and crews of-
fered to contact the American Red Cross to 
assist the families. Firefighters from Stations 
26, 70, 52, 61 and 93 responded to this inci-
dent.
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Death

Jessup Elementary fi rst-grader Crystal Sonnier (holding sign), has been chosen by 
school offi cials as the Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school staff, Son-
nier was nominated due to her hard work in reading and she is a good listener who 
follows directions. Teachers can always count on her to do her work. She has a 
smile on her face and raises her hand to participate. Shown above with her are, left 
to right, Rosanne Kerr; Ryan Pavone, Jessup principal; Michael Saperstein; and 
Jennifer Chavez, Jessup assistant principal.

South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce honors 
Outstanding Students of the Month for January 

Frazier Elementary fi rst-grader Marie Sanchez (holding sign) has been selected as the 
Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school staff, Sanchez is kind and re-
spectful to her classmates and teachers and she goes above and beyond to help her 
friends in the classroom. She works extremely hard in school, always putting forth 
her very best effort. Sanchez is an amazing student and friend. Shown with San-
chez are, left to right, Alyta Harrell, Pasadena Independent School District associ-
ate superintendent; Charity Boone, fi rst-grade teacher; Rebecca Lilley, director of 
physician resources community outreach at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital; 
Marie Soria (Sanchez’s mother); Chris Clark, chamber board member; and Wendy 
Wiseburn, Frazier principal.

Melillo Middle School has chosen fi fth-grader Morgan Momie (holding sign), as the 
Outstanding Student of the Month. School offi cials report that Momie is an example 
of kindness, thoughtfulness and respect who comes prepared for class and helps oth-
er students. Momie is a great example of Mustang guidelines for success, hearts that 
care, hands that serve and minds that think. Shown with Momie are, left to right, 
(front row) Jacqueline Carmona, counselor; Erika Jones, Frost Bank representa-
tive and chamber member; Chris Bui, assistant principal; Diane Wheeler, Melillo 
principal; Jennifer Saucedo, Melillo assistant principal; Denise Burleigh, chamber 
member and owner of Insurance for All Ages Agency; and (back row) Kenny Fer-
nandez, chamber board chair and Pasadena ISD board member.

School offi cials at Thomas Hancock Elementary have selected fourth-grader Melany 
Palos (holding sign), as the Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school staff 
members, who are so proud of Palos, she is a model student, always striving to do her 
best regardless of the obstacles. Her grit and perseverance to meet her goals motivate 
her fellow classmates and she is always willing to lend a helping hand to her peers. 
Shown with Palos are, left to right, Michael Saperstein, manager of Parker Williams 
Library; Rosanne Kerr, chamber member; Veroncia Sandoval, Hancock principal; 
and Juliette Walsh, Hancock fourth-grade teacher.

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint 
this week:
 Thursday, Feb. 20, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Book club: “Commonwealth” by Ann Patchett. Call 
832-393-2580 to reserve a copy and for more information.
 Thursday, Feb. 20, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Spanish computer class for adults and seniors
 Monday, Feb. 24, 10:15 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. Citizenship class. The classes cover the 100 civics 
questions and how to prepare for the citizenship interview. Other topics include the citizen-
ship application and qualifi cations. Class participation is by appointment only. Call the library 
to sign up.
 Tuesday, Feb. 25, 10:15 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. Citizenship class. Class participation is by ap-
pointment only. Call the library to sign up.
 Wednesday, Feb. 26, 10:15 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. Citizenship class. Class participation is by 
appointment only.
 Wednesday, Feb. 26, 10:30 a.m. Para los niños, bilingual storytime.
 Wednesday, Feb. 26, 10:30 a.m. Toddler storytime.; 11:15 a.m. Toddler playtime. Toddle around 
with the library staff for stories, songs, and activities that will help develop a toddler’s social, motor, 
and literacy skills. This session is intended for children ages 6 months to 4 years and their caregivers.
 Wednesday, Feb. 26, 1– 2:30 p.m. Computer basics
For more information, call the library at 832-393-2580.
 Bracewell hours are: Thursday noon – 8 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 1 – 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Parker Williams Library
 Note: Income tax help by AARP Foundation is available at Parker Williams Library Mon-
days and Fridays and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. until April 13 with volunteer tax assistants. Bring 
all tax documents and Social Security card.
 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. 
this week:
 Thursday, Feb. 20, 10 – 11:30 a.m. Sudoku for Adults. Learn the tricks of solving Sudoku 
puzzles from longtime afi cionado Marie. Practice logical thinking skills and keep one’s brain 
active. Games are provided and all levels are welcome.
 Thursday, Feb. 20, 4:30 p.m. Love Your Dog Day: DIY Dog Treats, for ages 7 and older. 
It is national Love your Dog Day and time to show pups love and care by making them some 
yummy homemade treats! Things may get messy mixing up treats so plan to wear casual 
clothes. The fur babies will give a “million kisses” once they taste what participants whip up 
for them.
 Friday, Feb. 21, 6 – 8  p.m. Anime club “My Teen Romantic Comedy” for ages 13 and 
older.
 Saturday, Feb. 22, 9 – 10:30 a.m. Community Health Walk, for all ages. Plan to attend this 
free health walk with the local Parker Williams Library staff. Wear comfortable clothes, pack 
a reusable water bottle and meet in the library meeting room to start the walk together through 
the neighborhood to the local park. Families are welcome to bring strollers for the little ones. 
Water for filling bottles and sunblock will be available in the meeting room prior to walk. 
Registration is required.
 Saturday, Feb. 22, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. “Estate Planning” with William D. Archer. Meet at 
the library to get answers in matters including estate planning, the requirements to probate a 
will, how to avoid probate, what to do when a loved one passes, how to utilize trusts, when to 
use transfer on death deeds and more.
 Saturday, Feb. 22, 1:30 p.m. Learn Korean With Rhee, for adults. For those interested in 
learning another language, meet at the library and learn the language together. Registration is 
requested.
 Saturday, Feb. 22, 2 p.m. Code Blue Documentary Film Screening. This fi lm follows a 
passionate physician, Dr. Saray Stancic, as she refl ects on a journey from a multiple sclerosis 
diagnosis to wellness through her own adoption of lifestyle medicine. Stancic introduces the 
audience to expert physicians and scientists who are paving the way to make meaningful and 
necessary changes in the health care environment and, in turn, empowering audiences to stand 
up and reclaim control of their health. This documentary is not yet available to the public, so 
take advantage of this screening.
 Monday, Feb. 24, 7 – 8:30 p.m. Nintendo Night, for ages 11 and older. This event is a free-
for-all and is a good time for a brawl. Plan to attend the event in the community room which 
features the Nintendo Switch. Play Super Smash Brothers Ultimate and Mario Kart 8 and plan 
for a night of victory.
 Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2 p.m. Lariat List Book Club. February’s reading is “Boy Swallows 
Universe” by Trent Dalton, a 2020 Lariat List selection. Pick up the book (or check out 
the eBook) and meet at the library to discuss it.
 Tuesday, Feb. 25, 5 p.m. Mardi Gras Jazz and Masks, for all ages. Since Mardi Gras means 
jazz, participants will celebrate African American Heritage month by learning about famous 
jazz musicians from the African American community as they make Mardi Gras masks. Plan 
to attend and enjoy the culture, fun and music in the library community room.
 Tuesday, Feb. 25, 10:15 – 11:45 a.m. Quilting and Conversation Club. Join the 2020 quilt-
ing project. Each participant will create a section of a handmade quilt (a bookshelf design) 
and unite them at the end of the year. Club members meet the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Everyone is welcome.
 Below are the programs that occur every week, unless the library is closed:
 Tuesday, Babytime lapsit, 10:30 a.m. For babies from birth to 18 months, featuring a moth-
er-baby lapsit time with fi ngerplays, songs and playtime.
 Wednesday, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Wednesday, 2 – 3 p.m.: Basic computer classes (Vietnamese). Learn mouse, keyboarding, basic 
internet skills and more at this weekly class in Vietnamese. Registration is requested.
 Thursday, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturday, Vietnamese learning time, for adults and children ages 8 and older. Classes begin at 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. It’s a great time to take a class to help with a skill 
for work, gain understanding of a topic or learn a language. There are many free classes avail-
able online at the library website or on the internet, through universities or other sources. Practice 
navigating the internet to learn about these, or sign up for one. For more information on these 
programs, speak with Loc Bui.
 For more information on all other programs, call the library at 832-927-7870.
 Library hours are: Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; 
Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 – 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

The staff at Laura Bush Elementary have selected second-grader, Ayden Lima, 
(holding sign) as the Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school 
offi cials, Lima is a hard working self-driven student. He arrives with a smile ev-
ery day and is always willing to help anyone in need. Being a friendly, courteous 
and considerate classmate, Lima gives it his all in everything he does. One of the 
qualities school staff members admire most is his perseverance. He may not al-
ways be successful the fi rst time but he continues to try until he succeeds. Shown 
above are, Stephanie Miller, Bush principal; Marlynn Beltran, dual language 
second-grade teacher; Lima; Rosanne Kerr; and Michael Saperstein.

Nancy Lynn
Hewston

 Nancy Lynn Hewston 
(Née Eckmyre), 61, born  
Nov. 26, 1958, in Key West 
died Feb. 12, 2020, at her 
home in Houston. 
 As a daughter to Austin 
Eckmyre and Eleanor Miller 
Powers, she lived in various 
countries in Europe during 
her youth through her fa-
ther’s naval stationing. As an 
accomplished young athlete, 
Nancy won multiple amateur 
tennis tournaments in Europe 
and later advanced to enjoy 

many other athletic endeav-
ors that included basketball, 
badminton and squash. She 
loved horses and was an avid 
equestrian, a passion that she 
passed along to her daughter.  
 After settling in England, 
she began her family in Kid-
derminster and then moved 
to Droitwich, where she re-
mained for the next 12 years. 
In 1993 she moved her young 
family to Houston, seek-
ing greater opportunities for 
them.  She joined Tesoro Pe-
troleum and continued with 
Martin Resource Manage-
ment in the accounting group 
for 22 years. 
 Nancy was extremely 
family oriented and had the 
kindest heart, leaving an im-
pression on everyone she 
knew.  Her home was a wel-
coming place to others and 
friends’ children were treated 
as her own. She was a great 
listener and would share her 
wisdom. Her positive outlook 
on life could be seen in her 
keen sense of humor and con-
tagious smile. Nancy will be 
greatly missed by many.
 She was preceded in death 
by brothers Keith Eckmyre, 

Alan Eckmyre, Kevin Pow-
ers; sister Kathleen Dumais; 
step-father Wilbur Powers; 
and father Austin Eckmyre.
 Nancy is survived by 
her husband of 27 years, 
Raymond Hewston; chil-
dren Henry and wife Jami 
Yu, Jason Yu, Judy and hus-
band Bryan Elizalde; grand-
children Sami Yu, Jack Yu, 
Elli Yu, Logan Elizalde and 
Chloe Elizalde; mother El-
eanor Powers of Gales Ferry, 
Conn.; stepmother Senyou-
ra Eckmyre of Lincolnshire, 
U.K.; brothers Stephen Pow-
ers of Boston, Mass., Glenn 
Eckmyre of Gales Ferry, 
Conn., Carl Eckmyre of Lus-
by, Md., Craig Eckmyre of 
Houston and James Powers 
of Lebanon, Conn.; sisters 
Sharon Wright of Middle-
burg, Fla. and Lisa Powers of 
Gales Ferry, Conn.; and many 
nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends.  
 The family will receive 
friends from 6 to 8 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 21, at Niday Fu-
neral Home, 12440 Beamer 
Road. All are welcome to 
attend and celebrate Nancy’s 
life.

Russi on nuisance 
newspapers 
 I too would like to see the throwing 
of these papers being stopped.  I walk 
for exercise in my neighborhood and 
the problem that these papers cause is 
not good.  I pick them up in the street(I 
don’t pick up the ones in the driveways or 
yards, but they look bad make our neigh-
borhood look trashy) because they make 
our neighborhood look bad and cause 
drainage problems.  The people receiving 
them are not necessarily Houston Chron-

icle subscribers.  I am not and I always 
get one.  I pick mine up but lots of peo-
ple don’t.  Today, as I was walking a burnt 
orange vehicle drove down the street 
randomly throwing them out.  They all 
landed in the street.  I picked up 12 in my 
block because when they get wet they 
are even a bigger problem.  When they 
started throwing these out, all the houses 
received them, but now I think they just 
go down the street throwing them out.  I 
think they must get paid for the number 
they distribute.  Please help us get this 
nuisance stopped.  Thank you.

Dorothy Russi

In My Opinion

Leader checks out social media
By Natalie Abarca

 A member of The Offi cial 
South Belt & Sagemont Area 
Crime Alert Facebook group 
shared a post about an ar-
rest of a local softball coach/ 
trainer who has worked in 
Pearland, Southeast Hous-
ton, Alvin and Friendswood 
areas. The suspect is accused 
of indecent assault. The 
member advices that this is 
a hard lesson for parents on 
who one can trust with chil-
dren, but most importantly 
this should teach parents to 
communicate with their kids 
more. Listen to them when 
they say they feel uncomfort-
able around people, trust and 
let them also know that one 
will always support them. 
Also, if anyone had dealings 
with the suspect and a child 

is a victim, one should speak 
up to local authorities as the 
case is now pending. The 
post was shared by multiple 
people and other Facebook 
groups. For more informa-
tion, see related story on 
page 1A.
 On the same Facebook 
group a member shared a 
post of an armed robbery that 
happened on Friday, Feb. 14, 
around 11:45 p.m. The in-
cident occurred at a smoke 
shop located near the Gulf 
Freeway and Almeda Genoa. 
Houston police are searching 
for a man accused of shoot-
ing a store clerk multiple 
times. Offi cers say a man 
entered the store wearing a 
black ski mask and holding 
a gun. The suspect demand-
ed a customer’s wallet, and 

then turned to the register 
for cash. When the clerk 
tried to reach for a gun from 
behind the counter, the sus-
pect shot her multiple times, 
hitting her in the torso, arms 
and hands. The victim was 
transported to the hospital 
in stable condition. For more 
information, see related sto-
ry on page 1A.
 A member of People of 
Sagemont 2 Facebook group 
posted a vehicle break in 
that occurred at Chili’s on 
Gulf Freeway and Fuqua, 
on Feb. 15. The member 
stated that  he did not have 
anything left in the truck 
so nothing was stolen but a 
suspect left a mess of papers 
all over the front seats. The 
member advices for others 
to be careful.

Houston airport traffic increasing
 Houston Airports closed 
out yet another record-break-
ing year with more than 59.7 
million passengers arriving, 
connecting or departing 
George Bush Intercontinen-
tal (Bush) and William P. 
Hobby (Hobby) airports in 
2019.
 “With a strong local 
economy and confi dent con-
sumers, we are seeing more 
people traveling for both 
business and leisure,” Hous-
ton Airports Director Mario 
Diaz said. “At this rate, we 
will surpass 60 million pas-
sengers in 2020 and are al-
ready making plans for the 
continued growth we are ex-
periencing.”
 That positive trend was 
also refl ected at Hobby Air-
port, where 13.6 million 
passengers fl ew domesti-
cally, a 1.2 percent increase 
from 2018. 
 However, the total pas-
senger traffi c decreased by 
21,000 passengers to 14.46 
million in 2019, primarily 
due to the international pas-
senger reduction that result-
ed from Southwest Airlines 
removal of its Mexico City 
route in March 2019 and Jet 
Blue relocating to Bush Air-
port. 
 Hobby Airport, with 
fi ve-gate international con-
courses as well as 59 do-
mestic and 12 international 

destinations, contributed 
$5.8 billion to the economy 
and secured 36,700 jobs. It 
ranks as the 39th busiest air-
port in the nation (ACI-NA 
rankings, 2018).
 Ellington Airport/Hous-
ton Spaceport completed 
75,397 fl ight operations 
in 2019, its busiest year to 
date. Key infrastructure up-
grades were delivered, such 
as the new state-of-the-art 
air traffi c control tower that 
supports general aviation 
and will be crucial for fu-
ture operations at the Hous-
ton Spaceport. 
 The sprawling facili-
ty welcomed new world-
class aerospace tenants into 
its 600 acres of prime land 
available for lease and real 
estate development. Con-
struction of streets, water, 
wastewater, electrical power 
and distribution and com-
munications facilities con-
tinues in the ongoing Phase 
1 expansion of the Houston 
Spaceport.
 Houston Airports stayed 
focused on its mission— 
connecting people, business-
es, cultures and economies 
of the world to Houston. In 
that spirit, both Bush and 
Hobby airports were ranked 
in the Top 10 airports for 
their size groups in the J.D. 
Power 2019 North America 
Airport Satisfaction Study. 

 Houston continues to be 
the only city in the West-
ern Hemisphere with two 
4-star airports (according 
to Skytrax, an internation-
al air transport rating or-
ganization). The rating is 
determined through direct 
and professional analysis of 
industry quality standards. 
The airport star ratings 
are recognized as a global 
benchmark of airport stan-
dards.
 Nearly 45.3 million pas-
sengers passed through 
Bush Airport in 2019, a 3.3 
percent increase in traf-
fi c from 2018. The growth 
was primarily driven by 
domestic travelers, which 
increased by 1.07 million 
people. The airport also saw 
nearly 380,000 more inter-
national passengers in 2019. 
The air traffi c connectivity 
provided by Houston Air-
ports continues to be a fun-
damental catalyst for Hous-
ton’s economy. 
 Bush Airport stood out 
for contributing $27.3 bil-
lion to the local economy, 
securing 141,500 jobs and 
offering more fl ights to 
more Mexican destinations 
than any other airport in the 
United States. With 118 do-
mestic and 69 international 
destinations, ACI-NA ranks 
IAH as the  16th busiest air-
port in the nation (2018).

Continued from Page 1A
wear the badge.”
 This point was re-enforced 
by Vela.
 “If you break the law, you 
go to jail. My highest priori-
ty right now is what we call 
internal affairs. That’s the 
fi rst thing I’m going to put 
in there. Internal Affairs is 
what keeps an honest cop. If 
you’re a dirty cop, you don’t 
need to wear a badge,” Vela 
said. “If you have a dirty 
cop, he doesn’t need to be 
in law enforcement. Simple 
as that. I’m not going to be 
your friend. I’m not going to 
look the other way. If you’re a 
dirty cop, you’re going to go 
to jail. Simple as that, folks. 
We don’t need somebody like 
that. And the same way with 
the constable’s offi ce. If the 
constable is dirty, he needs to 
get out of offi ce. If you want 
to look the other way, I think 

Sparks fl y at candidate forum
you’re wrong. So, if you’re a 
dirty constable or a dirty po-
lice offi cer, it’s a tarnish to 
the badge because I stand for 
the badge, and I respect the 
badge.”
 Goffney, however, took 
the strongest position of the 
evening, as he suggested that 
Diaz be arrested for his al-
leged actions.
 “Put someone in there 
who’s not crooked, someone 
that you can trust and that has 
honesty,” Goffney said. “If I 
was in offi ce right now and 
worked under Chris Diaz, 
I’m going to tell you now, I’d 
arrest him.”
 Goffney continued by say-
ing the community needed to 
return to a sense of normalcy.
 “We have a problem in 
Precinct 2, and we need to 
clean it up. I’m not trying to 
sugarcoat anything,” Goffney 
said. “We need to bring back 

law and order.”
 Both Vela and Rivera 
urged attendees to vote for 
their opponents over Diaz, 
should they, themselves, not 
be the preferred option for 
residents.
 “If you don’t vote for me, 
vote for one of these candi-
dates,” Vela said. “Constable 
Diaz has not done his job. He 
has no experience.”
 This thought was reiterat-
ed by Rivera.
 “My thing is real easy 
guys – anybody but Chris 
(Diaz),” Rivera said.
 Early voting is currently 
underway and will continue 
through Feb. 28. 
 See related story on Page 
1A. The general election will 
take place Tuesday, Nov. 3. 
The Leader has endorsed 
Jerry Garcia in the race. See 
related editorial in the Feb. 13 
edition.
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Alijah Banda (holding sign), fourth-grade student at South Belt Elementary, has been 
selected as the Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Banda 
has become a buddy to a student in fi rst grade. He is helpful and responsible. He works 
with the student every day and is very encouraging. Banda shows a positive attitude 
and the staff fi nd it a joy watching him help this younger student be successful. Shown 
above with Banda are, left to right, Kenny Fernandez; Jennifer Hernandez, South Belt 
teacher; Denise Burleigh; and Erika Jones.

Phoebe Schlueter (front), third-grader at Stuchbery Elementary, has been selected as 
the Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Schlueter comes 
to class each day ready and prepared to learn. She has a great attitude and comes into 
the classroom each morning smiling. Schlueter never complains about what she can’t 
do because she has such a great attitude. With her positive attitude, she takes on daily 
challenges and works to overcome them. The school staff have said she is a great student 
with a bright future, possessing an attitude of  “I can” and the willingness to work hard 
to overcome any obstacles. Schlueter exhibits  the Stallion Way. Shown above are, left 
to right, Alyta Harrell, Pasadena Independent School District associate superintendent; 
Rebecca Lilley, Jennifer Dowell, third-grade teacher; Shlueter; Jose Hernandez, Stuch-
bery principal; Chris Clark; and Shannon Garris, school counselor.

Thompson Intermediate has chosen Gabriel Martinez (holding sign), eighth-grader, as 
the Outstanding Student of the Month. School offi cials state that Martinez is the type 
of student with whom teachers want to fi ll an entire class. Martinez is willing to help 
anyone at any time, and usually with a smile. He is not only a hard worker, he rarely 
complains about the work that it takes to maintain high marks in pre-AP classes. Mar-
tinez is reliable, dependable and any adult in the school will agree. Selecting Martinez 
for recognition was easy, because he is an all-around great student and valuable commu-
nity member who has the potential to do so many great things today and in the future. 
Shown above are, left to right, Travis Teichelman, assistant principal; Kandace McMul-
lin, teacher; Rebecca Lilley, director of physician resources community outreach at Me-
morial Hermann Southeast Hospital; Martinez; Chris Clark, chamber board member; 
and Christine Veltman, assistant principal. 

Gabriel Borrego (holding sign), senior at Dobie High School, has been chosen as the 
Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Borrego is a great stu-
dent with a fun, outgoing personality.  He serves as treasurer of the student council and 
helps promote schoolwide programs, school spirit and is always up front and center at 
sporting events cheering on his peers. As a member of the student council, he has helped 
kick off the Harris County Promise initiative and even participated in a pep rally to 
inform his fellow senior classmates about the Promise. Borrego currently takes dual 
credit classes at San Jacinto College and plans to continue his education at San Jac to 
take advantage of the Harris County Promise. Shown above are, left to right, Erika 
Jones, Frost Bank representative and chamber member; Kelcey Davis, counselor; Ken-
ny Fernandez, South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce board chair and Pasadena 
ISD board member; Borrego; Franklin Moses, Dobie principal; and Denise Burleigh, 
chamber member.

Dobie9 school offi cials state that freshman Theresa Burchfi eld (holding sign) has ma-
tured and shown signifi cant progress as an AP student over the past few months. She 
uses time management to coordinate academics with her busy extracurricular schedule 
(theater and Engines of Change) and she takes the time and effort to complete her work 
in a timely manner. She is known to be kind and helpful to other students. Burchfi eld, is 
friendly, perseveres when challenged, and has an infectious sense of humor and positive 
disposition. Shown above are, left to right, Denise Burleigh; Adriana Robinson, assis-
tant principal; Erika Jones; Burchfi eld; Kenny Fernandez; and Chad Kearbey, Dobie9 
counselor. 

Fred Roberts Middle School has chosen sixth-grader Devani Morales (holding sign) as 
the Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Morales is a talent-
ed second-year violist in the FRMS orchestra who is also helpful to her classmates and 
always prepared to play her part or lead, if necessary. She is smart, a natural helper, 
kind and always goes above and beyond. Morales has special qualities that make her 
a leader and good friend. Shown above are, left to right, Chris Clark; Rebecca Lilley; 
Morales; Rebecca Deitz, Roberts assistant principal; Citlali Guerrero, Roberts assistant 
principal; and Emily Ontiveros, counselor and parent coordinator.

Hayden Vu, (front), fi rst-grader, has been chosen as Atkinson Elementary’s Outstanding 
Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Vu is a wonderful role model for her 
peers and is always helpful and courteous. Vu is also a very respectful young lady who is 
careful with her words and actions and always considers others’ feelings. She tries her 
best in all that she does. She was chosen due to her remarkable academics and charac-
ter traits. Shown above are Erika Jones; Ha Bui, Vu’s mother; Sheri Graham, teacher; 
Lena Ortiz, Atkinson principal; Vu, Denise Burleigh, and Kenny Fernandez.

Paten Schillaci (holding sign) was chosen Outstanding Student of the Month at the Dr. 
Kirk Lewis Career and Technical High School and is a member of the EMT (Emergency 
Medical Technology) pathway. According to school offi cials Schillaci’s hard work has 
led her to academic excellence awards and success in the dual credit program, with ac-
ceptance to the University of Houston and Lamar University. She has spent many hours 
volunteering with the EMT Explorer program. Schillaci has been able to “ride” with 
Acadian ambulance services to gain valuable experience. Her attention in class has been 
rewarded when, on her very fi rst ambulance ride, she was asked to assist in adminis-
tering CPR to a patient. She intends to continue her dream of becoming a doctor by at-
tending University of Houston Downtown. CTHS teachers are very proud of Schillaci’s 
commitment to being the best she can be and achieving her goals. Celebrating her rec-
ognition are, left to right, Steve Fleming; Tammy Gernander, counselor; Casey Crews, 
teacher; Michael Saperstein; Chris Clark; Rebecca Lilley; Schillaci; Kenny Fernandez; 
Denise Burleigh; Erika Jones; and Jessica McCoy, assistant principal.

Marley Strickney, (holding sign), fourth-grade student at Burnett Elementary, has been 
selected as the Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Strick-
ney has made so much progress this year in the areas of accountability, responsibility 
and academics. He takes ownership for his involvement in situations and is known to 
help his peers with their schoolwork and classroom behavior. He has worked hard to 
improve and maintain his grades in his coursework. The staff members are very proud 
of Strickney for all his hard work and consistency. Shown above are, left to right, Rebec-
ca Lilley; Chris Clark; Strickney; and Esmeralda Paredes, Burnett assistant principal. 

South Belt Chamber of Commerce honors outstanding students for January

Torry Chase, (second from right) eighth-grader at Beverly Hills Intermediate, has been 
selected as the Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Chase 
always follows class expectations, gets along well with his classmates and is respectful 
to his teachers. He displays a love for science and particularly excels in chemistry, at-
oms, and the periodic table. Torry has a “positive” attitude about atoms, and seems to 
be in his “element” when interpreting the periodic table. No “matter” how challenging 
the question, he “reacts” with the correct answer. He is a part of a special “group” of 
students that seem to realize hard work and effort are important to their teachers. His 
teachers would like to congratulate him for being a “PRO”-ton at BHI. Shown above 
are, left to right, Alyta Harrell; Chris Clark; Jennifer Teichelman, BHI assistant princi-
pal; Chase; and Rebecca Lilley.

Meador Elementary school offi cials nominated fi rst-grader Aleishmarie Aponte-Muniz 
(holding sign), as the Outstanding Student of the Month. Aponte-Muniz is an outstand-
ing citizen. She is well respected by her teachers and classmates alike. Her classmates 
chose her for the Citizenship Award for the fi rst nine weeks. According to school offi -
cials, she makes good choices and is reliable to help when a fellow student is not sure 
what to do. Aponte-Muniz is not only respectful, polite, and helpful, she is also a hard-
working student. She is very responsible, always completing her work and turning it in 
on time. Shown above with her are, left to right, Michael Saperstein; Rhonda Parmer, 
Pasadena ISD associate superintendent; Beverly Bolton, school principal; Anne Hamil-
ton, teacher; Rosanne Kerr; and Iraida Muniz-Ortiz, her mother.

Edward “Teddy” Garcia (holding sign), sixth-grader at Morris Middle School, has been 
chosen Outstanding Student of the Month. According to school staff, Garcia is a model 
student, a member of the Trailblazer Times and serves as a top reporter. He is also a 
member of advanced choir and he constantly works for excellence in his personal and 
academic life. Garcia is  always willing to help a teacher or student, he shows up early 
for last year’s teachers to assist them with setting up their classroom and any other task 
that might be required. Shown above are, left to right, Michael Saperstein, manager of 
Parker Williams Library; Rosanne Kerr, chamber member; Garcia; and Lindsay Ja-
cobs, sixth-grade counselor.

Isabella Licon, pre-K student at Moore Elementary, has been chosen as the Outstand-
ing Student of the Month. According to school offi cials, Licon (right of sign) is a kind, 
hardworking student who always tries to do her best, demonstrating great academic 
progress. Licon is example of good behavior to her peers and is always willing to lend a 
hand. She expresses herself very well and is an active participant in class. Shown above 
with Licon are, left to right, Erika Jones; Kenny Fernandez; Liliana Sanchez, teacher; 
and Denise Burleigh.

School offi cials at Thomas Hancock Elementary have selected fourth-grader Melany 
Palos (holding sign), as the Outstanding Student of the Month and have said Palos is a 
model student. She always strives to do her best regardless of the obstacles. Her grit and 
perseverance to meet her goals motivates her fellow classmates. She is always willing to 
lend a helping hand to her peers. School offi cials are so proud of Palos. Shown are, left 
to right, Michael Saperstein; Rosanne Kerr; Palos; Veroncia Sandoval, principal; and 
Juliette Walsh, fourth-grade teacher.
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RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

Half-Price HLSR 
Carnival Packs

while they are still available. Not available after Feb. 29th

$50 Half-Price Carnival Card
• 150 Tickets for rides & Games
• 8 Refreshment coupons (must buy items to
  receive free items)
• 3 FREE games (some games exempt)
• 2 FREE rides (Ferris wheel & Funhouse)

$20 Carnival Food Card
• $30 of refreshments (valid only at food &
  beverage stands in carnival area with RCS flag)

713-876-0532or MDG1104@aol.com

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GLOVER!
 Special birthday wishes for a wonderful 
day are sent to Melvin D. Glover III, local 
businessman and longtime Sagemont resi-
dent, who turns “60” Thursday Feb. 20, from 
wife Shelia Glover, family and friends.

JIM ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY
 Birthday greetings are sent Feb. 25 from fam-
ily and friends to Jim Muecke, an Edgebrook 
area resident active with community volunteer 
work on road and drainage projects.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays Feb. 20 through 
Feb. 26, 2020.
 Atkinson Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Andrea 
Luna Feb. 20. Sing a happy birthday song to 
Norma Flores Feb. 21.

Bush Elementary
 The day for a birthday gift for Martha 
Gomez is Feb. 23. Celebrating a birthday 
Feb. 27 is Kristi Emler.

Genoa Elementary
 The day for a party for Maria Montelongo 
is Feb. 22. Roxana Collazo marks a birthday 
Feb. 25.  

Moore Elementary
 Join in the birthday fun Feb. 22 with 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends birthday wishes to 
friends who have a birthday. For those want-
ing a birthday mentioned in this section, send 
an email to mynews@southbeltleader.com 
with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate Birthdays” in 
the subject line by Friday noon for the next 
week’s publication.
 Thursday, Feb. 20: Paul Brantly, Heidi 
Samford, Judy Lucadou-Dooly and 
Jamie Baggett; Friday, Feb. 21: Michael 
Gabbard, Vonda Byars, Kellie Nelson and 
Richard Salinas; Saturday, Feb. 22: Gerald 
Maduzia; Sunday, Feb. 23: Mark Roberts, 
David Adkins, Brian Groff, Tonya Abel, 
Angie Abel, Charlese Richard, James 
Spence and Liz Cantu; Monday, Feb. 24: 
Wendy Sharpless, Andrew Belmarez, Ken 
Moore, L.A. Dalton, Michael Brown and 
Rebecca Cappello; Tuesday, Feb. 25: Frank 
Acosta, Carla Burback, Kayla Ferrell, 
Rene Hernandez, Kobe Ruiz-Estrada and 
Luciana Serrano; and Wednesday, Feb. 26: 
Jimi Cebulla, Leah Williamson and Mark 
West.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Carmen Chavez. Cindy Montemayor cele-
brates a birthday Feb. 24.

South Belt Elementary
 Celebrating a birthday Feb. 25 is Yoo 
Yang Kum.

Melillo Middle School
 The day for cake and ice cream for Oliv-
ia Mah is Feb. 20. Sing a chorus of a happy 
birthday song Feb. 21 to Wanda Soto. Break 
out the balloons and party favors Feb. 25 for 
Angelica Banda and Rosa Salinas.

Roberts Middle School
  Marking a birthday Feb. 23 are Jessica 
Ray and Tincy Varghese. 

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Blow out the birthday candles on a dou-
ble-layer cake Feb. 23 for Joseph Fee and 
Quan Nguyen. Michael Arroyo and Gary 
Warner mark a birthday on Feb. 25.  

Thompson Intermediate
 Enjoying a birthday Feb. 21 is Melissa 
Prestridge. Kristin Cortese celebrates a 
birthday Feb. 24.
 Dobie High
 Break out the party favors and bal-
loons Feb. 24 for Kevin Berneathy, Wendy 
Sharpless and Tamalar Whiting. Sharing 
a birthday Feb. 25 are Kha Nguyen and 
Derek Rochelle. Light the birthday candles 
for Betty Verrett on Feb. 26.   

Remember When
40 years ago ( 1980)

 The Sageglen Community 
Association received approv-
al of a 10 percent loan from 
First City Bank, Almeda 
Genoa, for construction of 
a swimming pool and tennis 
courts for its residents.
 Projected plans for a 
41.63-acre development to 
include a fi ve-story bank 
building, offi ce buildings, 
shopping facilities, a restau-
rant, a movie theater and 
apartments were announced. 
The project, Southpoint, 
was planned for the I-45 and 
Fuqua intersection.
 Houston City Councilman 
Frank Mancuso announced 
the South Belt area within 
the Houston city limits would 
be getting water service from 
piped-in surface water in-
stead of wells.

35 years ago ( 1985)
 Five-year growth rate fi g-
ures for two-year Texas col-
leges showed the San Jacinto 
College South campus with 
the largest percentage of any 
two-year college in Texas.
 Pasadena Independent 
School District had 19 undis-
closed schools that showed a 
small amount of asbestos.
 Home prices in the South 
Belt area fi nally stabilized 
after experiencing the larg-
est drop in price in 1983 of 
any of the 17 neighborhoods 
surveyed by the University of 
Houston study.
 The Pearland YMCA 
changed its name to the 
Pearland-South Belt YMCA 
in an effort to improve its lo-
cal appeal.

30 years ago (1990)
 The proposed $100 mil-
lion Pasadena Independent 
School District Bond was 
facing intense resistance 
from taxpayers. The PISD 
board scheduled area meet-
ings to explain their view-
points on the bond.
 Dobie students were col-
lecting receipts from Apple 
Tree stores. The chain prom-
ised to donate a new com-
puter for each $70,000 in re-
ceipts the students collected.
 Two Weber Elementary 
teachers were granted trans-

fers by the Clear Creek In-
dependent School District 
citing their proximity to Brio 
as the reason.
 For the fi rst time in sever-
al years, two Dobie students 
qualifi ed for state-level de-
bate competition in the Texas 
Forensic Association. Senior 
John Dies earned a spot in 
oration, and senior Mike 
Scheschuk would compete 
in foreign extemporaneous 
speaking.

25 years ago (1995)
 J. Frank Dobie’s Decath-
lon team placed second in the 
state large-school competi-
tion.
 Clear Creek Independent 
School District board of 
trustees accepted the resigna-
tion of Superintendent Ron-
ald McLeod. McLeod agreed 
to stay on until his contract 
ended in July.
 J. Frank Dobie junior 
Marty Blair won fi rst place in 
the trail event at the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo.
 The South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce hired 
Sherry Trainer as its new ex-
ecutive director.

20 years ago (2000)
 Jerry Speer submitted his 
resignation as principal of J. 
Frank Dobie High School for 
the end of the school year. 
Speer sought an elected posi-
tion on the board. A nation-
wide search was held for his 
replacement.
 The car of Michael Holt, 
who was shot in the face in 
an area carjacking, was found 
on Van Zandt Street.
 Campbell Family Practice 
announced plans to construct 
a new facility on a two-acre 
site at Resource Parkway and 
Highland Meadow.

15 years ago (2005)
 Harris County offi cials 
announced that local offi c-
es would soon be available 
for Commissioner El Franco 
Lee; Paul Bettencourt, tax 
assessor/collector; Constable 
Gary Freeman; and the ju-
venile probation department. 
The offi ces were to be built at 
the intersection of Scarsdale 
and Beamer in the existing 
annex next to the Parker Wil-

liams Library.
 Morris Fifth-Grade Cen-
ter student Catarina Johnson 
met former President George 
H.W. Bush as a result of her 
efforts in raising more than 
$1,000 for the Bush-Clinton 
Tsunami Relief Fund.
 A $25,000 reward was of-
fered for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of 
the person(s) responsible for 
the homicide of South Belt res-
ident Nolan Ryan LeBoube.
 A parent of a student at 
Stuchbery Elementary as-
saulted an attendance clerk 
and an assistant principal af-
ter offi cials refused to release 
her child to her. The refusal 
was due to court orders is-
sued over a custody case. 
PISD police were called and 
the woman then allegedly 
assaulted an offi cer. She was 
arrested for felony assault.
 San Jacinto College South 
trumpet player Stephen Forse 
performed at the 47th annual 
Grammy Awards.

10 years ago (2010)
 Police arrested a suspect 
at the Scarsdale Park Apart-
ments in the 11800 block of 
Algonquin for the killing of 
Texas City resident Teresa 
Marie Wright. Gifford “JJ” 
Johnson III, a 35-year-old 
La Marque resident, was 
reportedly dating Wright 
at the time of the incident. 
Texas City police reported 
that Wright was strangled to 
death in her home while her 
three children were asleep. 
Wright’s body was discov-
ered the following morning 
at roughly 11 a.m. by her 
15-year-old daughter.
 Police initially found no 
evidence of foul play, but the 
Galveston County Medical 
Examiner’s Offi ce concluded 
her death was a homicide 
after fi nding evidence of 
strangulation. There were no 
signs of forced entry, prompt-
ing police to suspect she 
knew her attacker. Wright, 
33, was enrolled in the police 
academy at College of the 
Mainland in Texas City and 
was set to graduate in May.
  The results from the pri-
mary elections were tallied 

with few surprises. In the 
race for the Republican 
gubernatorial nomination, 
incumbent Rick Perry defeat-
ed challengers Kay Bailey 
Hutchison and Debra 
Medina. In the contest for the 
Democrat gubernatorial nod, 
former Houston Mayor Bill 
White handily defeated busi-
nessman Farouk Shami. State 
House District 129 incum-
bent John Davis maintained 
his seat, easily defeating 
challenger Mary Huls. In one 
of the day’s few surprises, 
Harris County tax asses-
sor-collector incumbent Leo 
Vasquez was defeated by 
challenger Don Sumners.
 The Burger King on 
Scarsdale near Beamer 
caught fi re. It took roughly 
two hours for crews from 
both the Southeast and Forest 
Bend volunteer fi re depart-
ments to extinguish the blaze. 
The fi re was determined to be 
electrical in nature, accord-
ing to offi cials. No one was 
injured.
 The South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce held 
its 26th annual banquet. The 
event honored both the 
Citizen of the Year and the 
Chamber Member of the 
Year. Taking home the award 
for Citizen of the Year was 
state Sen. Mike Jackson. The 
chamber Member of the Year 
award was given to Judy 
Harrison. The former athletic 
director and softball coach 
for San Jacinto College, 
Harrison was the fi rst indi-
vidual in the chamber’s his-
tory to receive the honor 
twice.

5 years ago (2015)
 Local hero Charles Jor-
dan was honored at the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce’s 31st annual 
banquet. Jordan is credited 
for saving the life of Moni-
ca Garza the previous March 
when he selfl essly put his 
body between her and a pair 
of angry pit bulls that were 
attacking her as she was jog-
ging along the Blackhawk 
hike-and-bike trail. Also hon-
ored at the event was Sage-
meadow resident Dean Baier, 

who was named the cham-
ber’s volunteer of the year. 
The director of operations for 
the Clear Brook City Munic-
ipal Utility District by trade, 
Baier serves on the Southeast 
Volunteer Fire Department 
and is the top organizer and 
volunteer for the South Belt 
Spectacular Cookoff.
 The Dobie High School 
Academic Decathlon team 
advanced to the state com-
petition following a win at 
the local Region 5 tourna-
ment. This marked the ninth 
consecutive year Dobie 
placed in the top 10 among 
28 schools to advance to 
the state meet. Coached by 
Steven Higginbotham, team 
members included Jacob 
Little, Adolfo Gracia, Diego 
Ramirez, Bill Huynh, Mo-
hammad Shobaki, Gabriel 
Perez, Jacob Bonavita and 
Vincent Gonzales.

1 year ago (2019)
 Former Dobie student Jer-
emy Richardson was named 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District’s secondary 
principal of the year for his 
service at Pasadena Memo-
rial High School. A 1995 
Dobie graduate, Richardson 
has served the students of 
Pasadena ISD for 18 years. 
He returned to his alma ma-
ter in 2002 to teach world 
geography and government, 
while also coaching football, 
soccer and golf. In 2009, he 
assumed the role of assistant 
principal at Memorial until 
the conclusion of the 2015 
– 2016 school year. Since 
then, he has served students 
at Pasadena Memorial as the 
school’s principal. Lindsey 
Lesniewski of Gardens Ele-
mentary was named PISD’s 
elementary principal of the 
year.
 A suspect Edward Charles 
Hill, 37, accused in the fatal 
stabbing of a man at a bus 
stop in the 9900 block of 
Almeda Genoa on Nov. 17, 
2018, was arrested Monday 
Feb. 18. Hill was charged 
with murder in the 178th 
State District Court for his 
role in the death of Jamel 
Brown Jr., 26.

South Belt shines 
at spelling bee
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District held its 
annual district-level spelling 
bee, Tuesday, Feb. 11, to 
crown this year’s spelling bee 
champion. (See photo Page 
1A.)
 Taking home the district 
championship trophy this 
year was Bryce Lartigue 
from Melillo Middle School 
and runner-up was Y Tran, of 
Thompson Intermediate. 
 Both winners will move 
on to represent Pasadena ISD 

in the Houston Public Media 
Spelling Bee Saturday, Feb. 
29, at Houston ISD’s Baylor 
College of Medicine Acade-
my at Ryan Middle School.
 The Houston Public Me-
dia Spelling Bee will televise 
and stream the spelling bee at 
a later date to be determined. 
To watch the broadcast, tune 
into PBS-Channel 8.1. 
 Visit https://www.houston
publicmedia.org/education/
spelling-bee for more infor-
mation.

Andrews shares BETA news
 A host of red umbrellas 
hung from the ceiling as 
Beta Academy Superinten-
dent Latisha Andrews took 
to the stage. It was Na-
tional Umbrella Day, but 
that wasn’t the reason for 
the decorations. Nathaniel 
Mendoza stood in the bal-
cony with a fi shing pole, 
ready to create a special 
moment for the audience. 
Andrews walked to the 
front, and Mendoza’s hand 
spun the reel. One more 
umbrella lowered over her 
head. She grabbed it like 
a modern-day Mary Pop-
pins.  
 “This is us,” she said. 
“We are the umbrella. The 
Beta community. Working 
together, we provide shel-
ter for each other and the 
scholars.”  
 Beta Academy services 
an underprivileged com-
munity and has been des-
ignated a Title 1 school. 
Each year of operation, 
the enrollment has grown 
and campus space is limit-
ed. Plans for a new facility 
were launched to address 
the need. At the parent 
night, Andrews gave up-
dates for the new expan-
sion being built down the 
road that was designed to 
inspire feelings of joy, fun, 
and playfulness. 
 To end the evening, 
Andrews read from a chil-
dren’s book by Amy June 
Bates titled “The Big Um-
brella” that tells the story 

of a big friendly shelter with 
room enough for everyone. 
She fi nished and looked out 
over the audience of par-
ents and children. “The Beta 
community is a lot like the 
big umbrella,” she said. “We 
want everyone to feel wel-
come. Even if you’re tall, or 

hairy or plaid. There is al-
ways room for more.”  
 Beta Academy opened 
its doors in 2015 as a tui-
tion-free charter school to 
the Almeda Genoa area in 
Southeast Houston. It has 
earned an A rating from the 
Texas Education Agency 

Shown above is Latisha Andrews, Beta Academy superintendent.

with six distinguishing aca-
demic awards, and received 
a Superior Financial Rating 
four consecutive years. 
 It has also been listed on 
the Texas Honor Roll, a dis-
tinction that only 7 percent 
of the 9,935 schools in Tex-
as earn. 

CCISD presents 
news, media club
 Extra, extra! Read all about 
it! News and media clubs have 
cropped up on CCISD ele-
mentary campuses during the 
past few years and they offer 
students a great opportunity to 
cover activities happening in 
their own schoolyard.
 Shaun Bright, fourth-grade 
teacher, started the News Club 
at Ross Elementary during the 
2017-2018 school year and 
has seen it grow to 14 fourth- 
and fi fth-graders in the past 
couple of years. They meet on 
two Tuesdays each month. 
 “I have always had a fas-
cination with news and when 
a fi fth-grader approached me 
about starting a news club, I 
jumped on the idea,” Bright 
said.
 She uses her iPhone and 
a tripod to record the club’s 
broadcasts in the kiva of the 
school’s library. Once record-
ing is fi nished, she works with 
students to edit the video on 
her phone and then transfers it 
to a secure YouTube channel. 
Once uploaded, Bright sends a 
video link of the broadcast to 
the entire school.
 While everyone partici-
pates on the production side, 
the broadcast itself only calls 
for two news anchors at a time 
so they take turns. 
 “I use an app on my phone 
that randomly selects students 
for every segment,” Bright 
said. “That way, everyone has 
an opportunity to hone their 
on-air personality and the 
speaking skills.”
 Students at McWhirter 
Elementary are also keeping 
their classmates informed by 
participating in the Media 
Club, which started in Octo-
ber 2019. 
 Fifth-grade teacher Luce-
ro Muñoz Raba and resource 
paraprofessional Angela Can-
cino-Burns currently mentor 
eight fi fth-grade students, giv-
ing instructions on relaying 
news through video and print 
media in both English and 
Spanish. They cover school 
events and they interview 
members of the McWhirter 
community who have a story 
to tell.
 “The media club opens up 
a space for students to express 

themselves, improve their 
writing and ask questions,” 
Muñoz Raba said. “These are 
skills that students need for 
their academic and personal 
lives so this club gives them 
a great opportunity to practice 
them.”
 During weekly afternoon 
meetings, members review 
the issues, discuss the next 
edition, and assign tasks to 
include story ideas, inter-
viewing, recording and edit-
ing. Though Muñoz Raba and 
Cancino-Burns guide them, 
the students are ultimately re-
sponsible for completing all 
tasks themselves.
 “The idea is that all stu-
dents go through the different 
jobs and learn different skills,” 
Muñoz Raba said. 
 Some students enjoy par-
ticipating in the club because 
it allows them to acquire new 
skills. Others like Sabino Ban-
uelos like keeping their fellow 
students in the know.
 “I wanted to join the media 
club because I like being able 
to tell other people what’s go-
ing on in the news,” he said.
 A fellow classmate, how-
ever, saw it as an opportuni-
ty to brush up on his public 
speaking skills. “I knew that it 
would help me with my stage 
fright,” said fi fth-grader Jim-
my Rodriguez.
 Muñoz Raba says that they 
began with a broadcast ver-
sion only, but then added a 
print component called “Bul-
letin Boards,” which they post 
in the hallway for students and 
staff to read as they walk by.
  If there is a schoolwide 
assembly at the end of the 
month, the video broadcast is 
presented to the whole student 
body. If there is no assembly, 
all teachers receive the link 
via email so they can share the 
broadcast with their students 
during their morning meet-
ings.
 Though the club just start-
ed recently, Muñoz Raba en-
joys working with her stu-
dents on how best to cover 
the issues going on in their 
community. 
 “All this is a learning pro-
cess for them and for us, too,” 
she said.

South Belt welcomes Powell

South Belt Elementary recently celebrated Muffi ns with Mom. Students, staff and 
parents proudly welcomed Dr. DeeAnn Powell (right), superintendent of the Pasa-
dena Independent School District, as the guest speaker for the event. The parents 
were “all ears” as she spoke about being a mom and the importance of education. 
Shown above with Powell is Lakitha Green, school counselor. 
  Photo by Isaiah Machado (fourth-grader)

Martin hosts CIP town hall 
 City of Houston Mayor Pro Tem Dave Martin will host a 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Town Hall meeting Thurs-
day, March 5, 6:30 p.m., in the Destiny Theater at Space Center 
Houston, 1601 NASA Parkway. During this meeting, residents 
can plan to hear from Mayor Sylvester Turner and other city 
representatives about ongoing and future capital improvement 
projects. There will also be information tables available for 
those that arrive early, beginning at 5:45 p.m. 
 For more information, contact Mayor Pro Tem Martin’s of-
fi ce at 832-393-3008 or via email at districte@houstontx.gov.

Prayer walkers gather March 14
 School Prayer Walks USA will host a prayer walk from 9 to 
10 a.m. Saturday, March 14, at Genoa Elementary, 12900 Alme-
da Genoa Road. This is a nondenominational gathering to pray 
for the protection and peace of students and staff. The communi-
ty is invited to attend. For more information, call 281-484-0901.

CCISD awards Gold 
Key for art, writing
 A total of 25 student artists 
and writers across Clear Creek 
ISD were named Gold Key 
Award recipients in the 2020 
Regional Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards by the Harris 
County Department of Edu-
cation. Out of nearly 9,000 
entries, these talented interme-
diate and high school students 
will now advance to the nation-
al competition round. 
 Adrianne Ross, a senior at 
Clear Creek High School, was 
also recognized as one of only 
fi ve students across all catego-
ries and grade levels to receive 
an American Visions award 
for her digital art titled “Pro-
grammed Discovery.” 
 Top-award Gold Key re-
cipients advance to national 
judging to be considered for 
Gold and Silver Medals, and 
for Ross an American Visions 
Medal, which will be an-
nounced March 16 and award-
ed June 4 in a ceremony at Car-
negie Hall in New York City.
 The Scholastic Art & Writ-
ing Awards, founded in 1923, 
provide students in grades 
7-12 with the opportunity to 
showcase their art and writ-
ing talents to a national audi-
ence and encourage creative 
and career development. Gold 
Key Art Awards recipients 
were, Georgina Hayden, Clear 
Creek Intermediate School; 

Shanja Akbar, Clear Lake In-
termediate School; Hailey-
McElroy, Clear Lake Interme-
diate School; Kara Clements, 
League City Intermediate 
School; Alisha Hou, Space 
Center Intermediate School; 
Cindy Nguyen, Clear Brook 
High School; Kim Franze, 
Clear Brook High School; 
Reagan Canales, Clear Creek 
High School; Kelly Hen-
dricks, Clear Creek High 
School; Adrianne Ross, Clear 
Creek High School; Angeli-
na Yoon, Clear Creek High 
School; Grace Hawley, Clear 
Falls High School; Madison 
Hoffman, Clear Falls High 
School; Ciara Pratt, Clear 
Falls High School; Kelly Put-
nam, Clear Falls High School; 
Serena Sachdev, Clear Falls 
High School; Emma Camp-
bell, Clear Springs High 
School; Tessa Domsky, Clear 
Springs High School; Isabella 
Pritchard, Clear Springs High 
School; Alaina Sibley, Clear 
Springs High School; Jessi-
ca Song, Clear Springs High 
School; Emma Thibodeaux, 
Clear Springs High School; 
and Jordan Thomas, Clear 
Springs High School.
 Gold Key Writing Awards 
recipients were Hayley Ber-
mond,Victory Lakes Interme-
diate; and Richard Xu, Clear 
Lake High School.

Heroes Park “Mardi Gras” set
 Everyone is welcome to a Mardi Gras party at Hometown He-
roes Park, 1001 East League City Parkway Feb. 29 from 7 to 9:45 
p.m. Coordinated by Bill and Neva Schroder, the event is spon-
sored by Let’s Dance. Music will be selected by John Ruhberg.
 Dress as you like and dance to a variety of rhythms. Tables 
are reserved for “Dancers without Partners” and everyone is wel-
come, regardless of skill level, age or status. This smoke-free, 
alcohol-free venue offers the opportunity to enjoy dancing on 
a large, fl oating hardwood fl oor. For only $8, attendees will be 
dancing, eating king cake and letting the good times roll.
 For more information, send a private message via Ballroom 
Dancers of League City on Facebook.

Black belts teach self-defense
 The American Society of Karate is offering one-hour 
self-defense and martial arts courses for teens and adults 
(ages 13-80) at the Sagemont Park Community Center,  
11507 Hughes, Fridays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 No previous self-defense or martial arts experience is nec-
essary. For more information, email Michael.Alonzo@ASK
Karate.com or call 281-788-5930.

ENROLL NOW 2020
SPARKLE STARS

CHEER & DANCE TEAMS
832-433-5443

Grand Champion Award 
Winning Team!

All Star Cheeleading
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY
Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday Wednesday

Bill & Cheryl Hines

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

Name: Aaron Hermes
Age: 41
Occupation: Artist and Mu-
sician
Education: AAS in Audio 
Engineering from HCC and 
formal training in Indian Clas-
sical Music from master teach-
ers here and in India.
Marital Status/Children: 
Single, no children
Party Affi liation: Republican
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the constit-
uents of Congressional Dis-
trict 22? (100 words or less)
 I can empathize with a wide 
swath of people and back-
grounds. I truly want to serve 
the great people of this district 
and am running on actual solu-
tions to our most vexing prob-
lems. What makes me qual-
ifi ed is I’m a visionary, a free 
thinker and an amazing out of 
the box problem solver. What 
I’m not is a lawyer, career pol-
itician, poli-sci major or inde-
pendently wealthy. We have 
enough of that in D.C. and 
Congress is broken. A great 
man once said the defi nition of 
crazy is doing the same thing 
over and over expecting a dif-
ferent result. 
 Do you have any political 
experience? (100 words or 
fewer) 
 The only political experi-
ence I have is supporting the 
Ron Paul campaigns in 2008 
and 2012 and fi ghting hard 
for President Trump to win in 
2016. This is my fi rst offi cial 
entry into the political arena as 
a candidate but I seem to be a 
natural.
 What, if any, endorse-
ments do you have? (50 
words or fewer)
 I have many in the commu-
nity who support me but no po-
litical endorsements to speak 
of as of this interview date.
 Do you have any direct 
ties to the South Belt com-
munity? (50 words or fewer)
 Since 4 years old I grew up 
in Clear Lake in the shadow 
of Ellington Field in Cami-
no South, as well as Webster 
and South Houston. My fami-
ly moved to Clear Lake in the 
70’s and helped develop the 
area. I’ve lived in the Houston 
area my entire life.
 If elected, what would you 
do to improve the South Belt 
community? (50 words or 
fewer) 
 Listen to the entire commu-
nity and problem solve to ad-
dress concerns. Fight to lower 
taxes and address human sex 
traffi cking. Uphold my oath to 
protect and serve the U.S. Con-
stitution. Strive for excellence 
in every aspect of the job and 
do my best to serve everyone. 
Build bridges.
 What one main project 
would you like to accomplish 
if elected? (50 words or few-
er) 
 I would like to solve the 
issue of Election Integrity on 
a national level. We need na-
tional standards and I have a 
multi-tier plan that addresses 
voter fraud with multiple re-
dundancies including voter 
ID, hand written paper ballots, 
blockchain enabled tabulation 

Aaron
Hermes

Republicans

software and more. Details at 
MakeCongressGreat.com
 Do you support the House 
of Representatives recent 
efforts to impeach Presi-
dent Donald Trump? (150 
words or fewer)  
Absolutely not. There was no 
legal or moral basis even. It 
was purely political and quite 
a waste of time and resourc-
es. In fact back in Oct. when 
Sheila Jackson Lee hosted 
an impeachment meeting in 
Houston with some Constitu-
tional attorney guests I showed 
up and blew the roof off using 
facts and my understanding of 
Constitutional Law. Her guests 
verifi ed what I said was cor-
rect, that it’s the president’s 
duty to investigate corruption, 
yet they glossed over many of 
my other more salient points. 
You can view a few video 
clips of the event by going to 
Youtube and typing in “Sheila 
Jackson Lee” and “Aaron Her-
mes” along with “impeach-
ment” if you want to know 
what I really think.
 Do you support the pro-
posed coastal spine project to 
reduce storm surge damage? 
Explain your answer. (100 
words or fewer)
 Based on my current un-
derstanding I would support it 
but an in-depth analysis and 
talking to the experts on both 
sides of the argument would be 
required before I could say so 
with absolute certainty.
 The topic of immigration 
reform is currently a hot-but-
ton issue. What are your po-
sitions on the issues of DACA 
recipients, or DREAMers; 
President Trump’s proposed 
border wall; so-called chain 
migration; and the existing 
“lottery” system? (150 words 
or fewer)
 We need immigration re-
form and I supported President 
Trump when DACA was on 
the bargaining table if Dem-
ocrats would agree to border 
security and building a wall. 
We may not need a contiguous 
wall along the entire border but 
it’s extremely effective as a de-
terrent and we need it in many 
areas along with high tech 
equipment, drones and quick 
response teams to deal with 
security threats. With weapons 
technologies developing as fast 
as they are border security is 
national security. I am pro le-
gal immigrant and against so 
called open borders. I’m open 
to DACA recipients being able 
to stay if we can get a compre-
hensive border security pack-
age that addresses overall con-
cerns, but in that case I believe 
those recipients should not 
qualify for chain migration.
 What changes, if any, 
would you make to the ex-
isting Affordable Care Act? 
(100 words or fewer) 
 We need to completely 
abolish it. Keep pre-exisiting 
conditions. Allow for insur-
ance companies to compete 
across state lines. Take the 
greed out of the equation. Cut 
income taxes for the bottom 
50% of wage earners who only 
contribute 3% to the overall 
revenue so that the people who 
need their money the most can 
keep it for things like health in-
surance. 
 Do you support the idea 
of sanctuary cities and what 
would you do if the Trump 
administration attempted to 
retaliate by blocking federal 
funds for such cities? (100 
words or fewer)
 No I do not. It invites law-
lessness and crime. The name 
itself is literally saying it’s a 
sanctuary for people here ille-
gally. If we don’t like the laws 
we should change them not 
ignore them. I would support 
President Trump in those ef-
forts.
 Do you support the le-
galization of marijuana for 
medical reasons or recre-
ational use? (100 words or 
fewer)
 Yes, absolutely. People talk 

about separating families at 
the border (which Pres. Trump 
didn’t start but signed an exec. 
order to stop), but what about 
the thousands of American 
families being separated over 
a plant that’s never killed any-
one in the history of mankind? 
Yet alcohol and cigarettes kill 
thousands per year and they 
are legal? It’s a travesty MJ 
has been illegal for the last 
100 years. Studies show a re-
duced dependency on opioids 
in states that it’s legal. It needs 
to immediately be delisted as a 
Schedule 1 drug. Free up our 
justice system for crimes with 
victims.

of tax payer dollars that 
could be used to fi x bridges, 
roads, and prevent the epi-
demic of human traffi cking 
(Houston is #1 in US; Texas 
is #2 state).
 Do you support the pro-
posed coastal spine proj-
ect to reduce storm surge 
damage? Explain your an-
swer. (100 words or fewer)
 I support such as long it is 
cost-effective business-like. 
However, we need a multi-
tiered effort because there 
is no single “silver bullet” 
solution.  We should also 
be looking at complemen-
tary ideas, such as the Gal-
veston Bay Park Plan (Rice 
University’s Severe Storm 
Prediction, Education & 
Evacuation from Disasters 
(SSPEED) Center, would 
create a 25-foot-high wall 
up the middle of Galveston 
Bay as a series of islands, 
extending from Houston 
Point down the ship channel 
to Texas City). 
 The topic of immigra-
tion reform is currently 
a hot-button issue. What 
are your positions on the 
issues of DACA recipients, 
or DREAMers; President 
Trump’s proposed bor-
der wall; so-called chain 
migration; and the exist-
ing “lottery” system? (150 
words or fewer)
 I have the exact same po-
sition on these issues as the 
President. I would end all 
of it; but, transition current 
DACA folks here that are 
not criminals. I would make 
it a meritocracy-like the 
Marines’ slogan, “we need 
a few good men/women.” 
If tax payers spent mon-
ey on your public educa-
tion, or you are exceptional 
(welders, doctors and such) 
we make it easier to get a 
work permit. I spent 5 days 
on the border (Laredo and 
Nuevo Laredo) doing in-
terviews. Border agents are 
overworked, low morale, 
high turnover, and want a 
tall wall to create a “choke 
hold” to save resources. 
They are not set up to be 
“baby sitters” of children 
being human traffi cked. The 
wall will stop the drug car-
tel from using children and 
others in the “Caravans” to 
distract and divert the bor-
der patrol.
 What changes, if any, 
would you make to the 
existing Affordable Care 
Act? (100 words or few-
er) 
 Like the President, I 
would advocate that insur-
ance companies be permit-
ted to go across state lines 

Continued on Page 6A

Name: Howard L. Steele, Jr.
Age: 50
Occupation: 
 Board Certifi ed Attorney 
in labor & employment law 
since my 5th year of prac-
tice (earliest you can) & 
Intellectual Property Law 
LLM (Trade Secrets).
Education:
 4 degrees; BA (poli-sci) 
Baylor; BA (Gov’t Policy) 
UT-Dallas; JD (UH Law 
Center); LLM-Intellectu-
al Property Law (UH Law 
Center-a top 5 national 
school in IP law).
Marital Status/Children:
Single, with a wonderful 15 
year old-Howard L. Steele, 
III 
Party Affi liation: 
Republican
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the con-
stituents of Congressional 
District 22? (100 words or 
fewer)
 I’m the only candidate 
that is “ready to go” for 
this federal job (drafting 
federal statutes that federal 
judges interpret). I’m a fed-
eral litigator (20+ years) & 
was appointed federal law 
clerk for US District Judge 
Melinda Harmon & Justice 
Sam Nuchia to help write 
their opinions in federal, 
constitutional & appellate 
law. I’ve been recognized 
by Forbes Magazine, Tex-
as Monthly (“Super Law-
yer,”) US News & World 
Reports, Lawyers of Dis-
tinction, and H-Texas Mag-
azine.  Because Congress is 
a 2 year position, you have 
to start campaigning short-
ly after being elected; there 
is no time to “learn on the 
job.” 
 Do you have any po-
litical experience? (100 
words or fewer) 
 I have a BA in political 
science from Baylor and 
one in government policy 
from UT-Dallas. I worked 
on then Ag Commission-
er Perry’s campaign, and 

Greg Hill 

Name: Greg Hill
Age: 49
Occupation: 
 Former county court at 
law judge
Education:
 BA, Texas A&M & JD, 
South Texas College of Law
Marital Status/Children:
Married / 2 children
Party Affi liation: Republican
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the con-
stituents of Congressional 
District 22? (100 words or 
fewer)
 My experience.  I am the 
only candidate with legisla-
tive elected experience (as a 
three-term elected Pearland 
Council member) that has cut 
taxes, balanced a multi-mil-
lion dollar budget. I am the 
only candidate that has pro-
tected our nation’s border, as 
a former US Border Patrol 
Agent.  I am also the only 
candidate with judicial expe-
rience as an elected County 
Court at Law Judge for Bra-
zoria County.  I have the most 
qualifi ed resume.
 Do you have any political 
experience? (100 words or 
fewer) 
 Yes, I was elected to three 
terms on the Pearland City 
Council, and also served as 
Mayor Pro-Tem.  I was also 
elected countywide for Bra-
zoria County to County Court 
at Law #1 and Probate Court, 

Brandon 
Penko

Name: Brandon Penko
Age: 38
Occupation: 
 Owner of Local Business
Education:
Marital Status/Children:
Married/ 1 child
Party Affi liation: Republican
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the constit-
uents of Congressional Dis-
trict 22? (100 words or less)
 As the voice of district 
22 I would work and listen 
closely to the people of the 
district about what they want 
and need.  I would work hard 
to fi ght for their liberties and 
ability to prosper. I do not 
come from a political back-
ground which I believe will 
help as well.
 Do you have any political 
experience? (100 words or 
fewer)
 No.
 What, if any, endorse-
ments do you have? (50 
words or fewer)
 None
 Do you have any direct 
ties to the South Belt com-
munity? (50 words or fewer)
 I personally live about 20 
minutes away, though have 
friends that reside in the South 
Belt Community.
 If elected, what would 
you do to improve the South 
Belt community? (50 words 
or fewer)
 My main objective would 
be to protect the Freedoms 
and abilities to prosper for ev-
eryone in the district. Though 
most importantly for the future 
generations to come.
 What one main project 
would you like to accomplish 
if elected? (50 words or few-
er)
 To make sure that govern-
ment does not abuse our tax 
dollars or strip away our Free-
doms.
 Do you support the House 
of Representatives recent ef-
forts to impeach President 
Donald Trump? (150 words 
or fewer)
 I did not support these ef-
forts as I believe there were 
more important things, they 
should have spent their time 
on.
 Do you support the pro-
posed coastal spine project 
to reduce storm surge dam-
age? Explain your answer. 
(100 words or fewer)
 I do, anything that protects 
the citizens of district 22 is im-
portant.
 The topic of immigra-
tion reform is currently a 
hot-button issue. What are 
your positions on the is-
sues of DACA recipients, 
or DREAMers; President 

Trump’s proposed border 
wall; so-called chain migra-
tion; and the existing “lot-
tery” system?  (150 words or 
fewer)
 Regarding DACA, I do 
not think that children should 
be punished for the actions of 
their parents as long as they are 
not committing major crimes. 
As for the wall, I believe in 
protecting American citizens 
fi rst, so we do need some sort 
of successful broader protec-
tion.  I am not opposed to chain 
migration though the current 
process needs to be restruc-
tured and limited to protect our 
resources.
 What changes, if any, 
would you make to the ex-
isting Affordable Care Act? 
(100 words or fewer)
 Not many, the goal for ACA 
was to get people that were un-
insured, insured. If you look at 
the amount of people that are 
unissued today many of them 
eligible for Medicaid, CHIP, 
affordable employer cover-
age or a subsidy and still for 
whatever reason choose not to 
have coverage. The main thing 
I would work on is controlling 
the rising out of pocket costs of 
health insurance. 
 Do you support the idea 
of sanctuary cities and what 
would you do if the Trump 
administration attempted to 
retaliate by blocking federal 
funds for such cities? (100 
words or fewer)
 I do not support the idea or 
funding of sanctuary cities. I 
do not believe that the idea of 
sanctuary cities is in the best 
interest of American citizens.
 Do you support the le-
galization of marijuana for 
medical reasons or recre-
ational use? (100 words or 
fewer)
 For medical reasons I 
would support it, though for 
recreational it should probably 
be all or none. I truly think we 
as a country have more import-
ant things to worry about.

Howard L. 
Steele Jr.

helped set up a speech for 
President Reagan. But, I 
have been on President 
Trump’s Campaign, in Tex-
as and Colorado, “since the 
escalator.”  (see attached pic 
of me with Air Force Two 
on the tarmac-I was a driver 
for the VP in Dallas). I also 
help run the rallies you see 
on TV.
 What, if any, endorse-
ments do you have? (50 
words or fewer)
 I have the Texas Rangers 
(dealing with sex traffi ck-
ing), the Latinos for Trump, 
Conservative Latinos, and a 
host of business and local 
thought leaders.
 Do you have any direct 
ties to the South Belt com-
munity? (50 words or few-
er)
 I moved to Pearland as a 
“baby lawyer” after my fed-
eral clerkship and built my 
house in the Lakes at Coun-
try Place in 1999.  I literally 
took a machete and cleared 
brush to fi nd my little plot 
of land on the pond.
 If elected, what would 
you do to improve the 
South Belt community? 
(50 words or fewer)
 I would get things done 
and not just talk about world 
peace. A Junior Congress-
man has very little power 
and must be bi-partisan. I 
think I can get the Demo-
crats to agree to combat hu-
man sex traffi cking (Hous-
ton is #1 city) right off the 
bat.
 What one main project 
would you like to accom-
plish if elected? (50 words 
or fewer) 
 I have drafted the “Pro-
tect Our Children Act,” 
which requires all sexual-
ly oriented business to use 
www.everify.gov and re-
quire that all employees and 
independent contractors are 
21 years of age. This will 
immediately stem sexual 
traffi cking and illegal im-
migration in strip clubs, 
pornographic movies, and 
massage salons. It would 
also make it a federal crime 
(no parole), because there 
are no state resources to 
tackle the problem. You will 
get more time for stealing a 
John Deere tractor than en-
slaving a 15 year old girl/
boy. This is a bi-partisan 
issue that could pass even 
though the Republicans are 
in the minority.
 Do you support the 
House of Representa-
tives recent efforts to im-
peach President Donald 
Trump? (150 words or 
fewer) 
 No; it was a total waste 

and received more votes than 
any statewide Republican 
candidate out of Brazoria 
County in the 2018 Republi-
can Primary.
What, if any, endorsements 
do you have? (50 words or 
fewer)
 Former State Rep., Randy 
Pennington, Texas Municipal 
Police Offi cer Association, 
Pearland Police Offi cer As-
sociation, Former Missouri 
City Mayor Allen Owen, and 
(47) other elected offi cials 
from Brazoria County, to in-
clude the all of the Mayors of 
Pearland, Manvel and Alvin, 
County Commissioners, etc.
 Do you have any direct 
ties to the South Belt com-
munity? (50 words or few-
er)
 Went to Weber Elementa-
ry before the Brio site disas-
ter, and grew up in Friend-
swood/Pearland/Sagemont 
area.  Family moved in in 
1976.  Was born at the old 
Southeast Memorial Hospi-
tal in 1970 off Park Place and 
Belfort.
 If elected, what would 
you do to improve the South 
Belt community? (50 words 
or fewer)
 One of my major platform 
issues is to bring our federal 
tax dollars back into the dis-
trict to help with local proj-
ects, as it relates to drainage, 
transportation/infrastructure 
and mobility.
 What one main project 
would you like to accom-
plish if elected? (50 words 
or fewer)
 Attack the national debt. 
I believe it is our greatest 
threat, and we need to cut 
spending by 5-10 trillion dol-
lars over the next 8-10 years, 
create a balanced budget 
amendment, and stop send-
ing money to foreign coun-
tries that seek to do us harm.  
I also would like to see term 
limits on Senate, and Con-
gress.
 Do you support the 
House of Representatives 
recent efforts to impeach 
President Donald Trump? 
(150 words or fewer)
 No!
 Do you support the pro-
posed coastal spine project 
to reduce storm surge dam-
age? Explain your answer. 
(100 words or fewer) 
 Yes. I believe we should 
look to projects like this that 
are proactive, by way of fl ood 
mitigation, rather than be re-
active.  Had the coastal spine 
been in place just in the area 
of New Orleans before Hur-
ricane Katrina (for a cost es-
timated at $12.7 billion), we 
would have prevented the 
taxpayer from spending $23 

billion took fi x the area. The 
damage in the French Quar-
ter was attributed to storm 
surge, which the coastal spine 
would have prevented saving 
us all that hefty bill.
 The topic of immigra-
tion reform is currently a 
hot-button issue. What are 
your positions on the is-
sues of DACA recipients, 
or DREAMers; President 
Trump’s proposed border 
wall; so-called chain migra-
tion; and the existing “lot-
tery” system? (150 words 
or fewer)
 As a former US Border 
Patrol Agent, I wish I would 
have had the “Wall” when I 
was an agent, as illegal im-
migration where we current-
ly have a wall in place has 
declined by 90-92%, but we 
need more than just the wall.  
We need more agents on 
the ground, more technolo-
gy, more immigration judg-
es, and we should move to 
a “merit-based approach” 
to legal immigration.  The 
true “Dreamer” in my opin-
ion is the single Mom who 
is working two jobs, paying 
local school and property 
taxes, and raising her kids.  
It is not fair to this Mom to 
allow folks to be here ille-
gally, while not paying taxes, 
their kids get educated at her/
our expense, they have a $5 
million dollar Medicaid baby 
at our her/our expense, etc.  
I am also against “chain mi-
gration” and the “lottery sys-
tem.”
 What changes, if any, 
would you make to the ex-
isting Affordable Care Act? 
(100 words or fewer)
 Preserve and protect those 
with pre-existing condi-
tions, and move away from 
a “Fee for service” approach 
to a “Value based approach” 
tracking patients, and push-
ing customized care and pre-
ventative care, as a method 
for provider billing/payment.  
Encourage free market com-
petition, and release generic 
drugs and biosimilars sooner 
to drive drug pricing down.
 Do you support the idea 
of sanctuary cities and what 
would you do if the Trump 
administration attempted 
to retaliate by blocking fed-
eral funds for such cities? 
(100 words or fewer)
 No, I do not support sanc-
tuary cities. I would stand in 
support of Trump’s decision 
in that regard.
 Do you support the le-
galization of marijuana for 
medical reasons or recre-
ational use? (100 words or 
fewer)
 No. I could support it for 
medicinal purposes only.

 The following responses 
appear in the same order as 
they do on the ballot. Not all 
candidates responded.

Congressional District 22 candidates respond to Leader questionnaire
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Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

Align your Spine for 2020
Now accepting New Patients,
most insurances, Medicare &
PERSONAL INJURY cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor11700 Beamer Rd. 

Houston, TX 77089
(281) 481-1623 www.burleighchiro.com

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPONA new 43-acre commercial development called Gulf-
point Business Park is being constructed along the 
Gulf Freeway between Beltway 8 and Scarsdale Bou-
levard. Texas Injection Molding will serve as an an-

New development comes to South Belt area

chor site at the new facility. Additional sites ranging 
in size from 5,000 to 60,000 square feet are still avail-
able. See related story on Page 1A.
  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Madeline BlizzardAndrew Garcia Kiley Phillips

Colton Dement

Patricia Medina

Nicholas Russell

Local music students make All-State
Continued from Page1A
highest rank they are able to 
obtain at the high school lev-
el.”
 Honorees include the fol-
lowing:
 Dobie High School
 – Patricia Medina, viola 
– orchestra, led by orches-
tra directors Angela Badon, 
Stephen Payne and Tam 
Duong.
 – Andrew Garcia, bass 2 
– Choir, led by Tyler Ruberg 
and Wendy Sharpless.

Memorial High School
 – Madeline Blizzard, so-
prano 1 – choir, led by choir 
directors Daniel Jones and 
Christina Bartimmo.
 – Kiley Phillips, alto 1 – 
choir, led by choir directors 
Daniel Jones and Christina 
Bartimmo.
 – Colton Dement, cornet 

and trumpet – led by band 
directors Jason Harvey, Mark 
Waldon and Nicole Davis.
 – Nicholas Russell, French 

horn – led by band directors 
Jason Harvey, Mark Waldon 
and Nicole Davis.
 The All-State students at-

tended a three-day rehearsal 
and performed for TMEA  
Saturday, Feb. 15. 
 To view the layout of pho-

tos, visit https://drive.goo
g l e . c o m / d r i v e / f o l d
ers/1Q5b9H8zarrJbBmJO
V1LC28xZ1FVKangv.

Area  candidates 
answer questions
Continued from Page 5A
to promote competition and 
reduce insurance premi-
ums. I would also vote that 
pre-existing conditions are 
covered.
 Do you support the idea 
of sanctuary cities and what 
would you do if the Trump 
administration attempted 
to retaliate by blocking fed-

eral funds for such cities? 
(100 words or fewer)
 Sanctuary cities are illegal 
under the Supremacy Clause 
of the US Constitution. If 
a rogue governmental enti-
ty decides to violate the US 
Constitution, I am in favor of 
refusing to give it our tax dol-
lars. 
 We spend an enormous 
amount on entitlements for 
people that did not come here 
legally. 
 That is one of the reasons 
we are over 20 trillion in debt. 
 Just today, we have spent 
almost $560 million on il-
legal immigrant expenses.  
https://www.oann.com/debt
clock/
  Do you support the le-
galization of marijuana for 
medical reasons or recre-
ational use? (100 words or 
fewer)
 I personally do not sup-
port recreational use. If a doc-
tor thinks it is in a person’s 
healthcare regime, I would 
leave it to the doctor’s profes-
sional opinion.
 Continued on Page 3B

281.333.8899
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-clearlake

Our nationally recognized specialists are 
fi nding new ways to outsmart cancer. 

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced 
treatments, our leading cancer care is available in 
Clear Lake. We offer personalized guidance and support, 
so you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

Clear Lake
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HOUSTON METHODIST 
CANCER CENTER
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in Clear Lake
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/21/20.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS FOR 
DETAIL & HANDWASH SERVICES
www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Mechanic  
On Duty

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

BBB Accredited Business

11101 Resource Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

$5 OFF$5 OFF
Buy one Entree at regular 
price and get $5.00 off 

second entree
Sat. - Thur. only. Not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Limit 1 per 
table. Dine in only after 4 p.m. Not 

valid with Lunch Specials.
Expires 3-14-20

Daily Specials • Catering • Gift Cards
Party and Meeting Rooms Available at all Locations

Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials
from $5.99from $5.99

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

NASA • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

League City • 281-334-2175
2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060
12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. 

C.A.P. Automotive 
Service

The Honda Specialists
Your Satisfaction Is Our #1 Goal

713-944-7723
CV Axles • Air Conditioning

  Honda Transmission Rebuilds
   Tune-ups • Computer Diagnostics

    Brakes • Suspension

10411 Hartsook St. Houston, Tx 77034-3518
www.cap-automotive.com / Fax: 713-944-1725

25% OFF ALL
MAJOR REPAIRS

By Reesha Brown
PISD Communications

 Pasadena ISD’s annu-
al Athletics Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet is once 
again a sold out event, 
organizers announced on 
Monday, Feb. 17.

 Once tickets went on 
sale back in January, fam-
ily and friends of the in-
ductees, along with event 
sponsors and former in-
ductees couldn’t wait to 
take part in the action, 
selling over 450 seats in 

only a month.
 Attendees and Pasade-
na ISD offi cials will gath-
er for the Hall of Fame on 
April 4, at 6 p.m. at Phil-
lips Field House, 2906 
Dabney Road.
 Headlining the Hall of 
Fame banquet this year 
will be Jason Bristol, an-
chor, reporter, journalist 
and Emmy award winner 
from KHOU-TV in Hous-
ton.
 The following individu-
als are slated for induction 
at this year’s ceremony: 
– J. Frank Dobie Girls 
Softball Team (1993 state 
champions).
 – Charlie Goehring – 
track and cross country 
coach (1971-2007).
 – T.J. Mills (deceased) 
– football coach (1977-
2005).
 – Wilburn Raby – track 
coach (1952-1980).
 – Steve Prentice – swim-

Continued on Page 6B

PISD Hall of Fame
banquet sold out

 Freshman Marisa Per-
la spun five innings of 
one-hit softball with eight 
strikeouts, and Yessenia 
Pena went deep to pace 
the offense as Dobie 
opened the 2020 varsity 
softball season by run-rul-
ing Clear Brook 11-0 Feb. 
17 at the Pasadena ISD 
Complex.
 Pena, looking to car-
ry a larger offensive load 
this season, homered 
and doubled, driving in 
three runs to get the Lady 
Longhorns their second 
straight opening night 
win. Leslie Longoria 
picked up where she left 
off last season, doubling 
among her two hits and 
scoring twice. Jasmin 
Benitez also had a pair 
of hits, scoring twice and 
driving in a pair.
 Bella Perez, seeing her 
first significant varsity ac-
tion, lifted the middle of 
the lineup with two runs 
batted in and a run scored.
 Perla, bidding for a 
prominent role in the 
pitching mix moving for-
ward, dazzled in her out-
ing, surrendering a single 
hit and walk over the five 
frames.
 Dobie, looking to build 
off its 2019 season that 
included 26 total wins and 
a regional quarterfinal 
berth, is now at the Col-
lege Station Invitational, 
playing out Feb. 20-22. 
Clear Brook, meanwhile 
is at the Brenham Invita-
tional, also Feb. 20-22.

Horns beat
Brook 11-0
in opener

Leader sports writer John Bechtle was 
sidelined with an orthopedic- related

 problem this week, being hospitalized 
the morning of Monday, Feb. 17, through 

press time Wednesday, Feb. 19. The Leader 
staff apologizes for any related shortcom-
ings in this week’s sports reporting and 

wishes John a speedy recovery.

 Midway through the Dis-
trict 22-6A varsity boys' soc-
cer race, the challengers have 
thrown their blows, and the 
champions have answered

the call.
 Isaac Cortez scored two 
goals and Anthony Nery  had 
a goal and an assist as five-
time defending league cham-

pion Dobie downed rival Me-
morial 3-2 Feb. 15 at Veterans 
Stadium. 
 The win sends the Long-
horns to the top of 22-6A mid-

way through the title chase, 
with Humble now having tak-
en over the second spot. 
 The Mavericks, now 6-2-
0 over the first half of action, 
are third as Kingwood and 
Atascocita trail as well.
 But the story is these Long-
horns. Cortez, Nery, Jonathan 
Mendez and others have as-
cended to the front row.
 Cortez has become a true 
threat up top, and Nery and 
his teammates have been right 
there to help. 
 Yes, there is still half a 
campaign remaining but the 
Longhorns are right where 
they want to be. 
 The team has double-digit 
wins for the season and a sin-
gle defeat. 
 Now it’s the final stretch 
run. The leaders have come 
this far at 7-0-1 and the chase 
goes on.

Defending champs get past 
Mavericks, seize first place

A 3-2 victory over Memorial Feb. 15 at Memorial Sta-
dium has lifted J. Frank Dobie’s varsity soccer team 
to first place with 22 points through the first half of 

Longhorns continue winning ways

league play, as the Longhorns start the second half 
Feb. 21 at Summer Creek. The team is shown here 
celebrating the win.

Anthony Nery (11), 
top photo,  had a goal 
and an assist as Do-
bie topped Memorial 
3-2 in the battle for 
fi rst-half suprema-
cy in District 22-6A 
play. With six goals 
this season, Nery has 
been an ideal com-
plementary member 
of the team’s offen-
sive game plan.

Eris Acosta (1), bot-
tom photo, has been 
the Longhorns’ pri-
mary keeper in the 
nets as 22-6A lead-
er has leaped to the 
front of the standings 
at 7-0-1 through the 
fi rst half.

Helping Dobie Horns advance 

In need of business cards? 

South Belt Graphics & Printing
11555 Beamer  •  281-484-4337

We also print:
Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes 

Menus •  Custom Letterheads • Directories 
Envelopes and much, much more!

Prices: Determined by the paper 
& ink combinations

Bechtle hospitalized

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Let the professional staff at South Belt 
Graphics & Printing help you out.

We can design & print as few as 250 
or as many as 1000 or more!
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Shown above are the chess high school winners in the 10th 
annual competition held Feb. 15. They are, left to right, fi rst 
place 12th-grader Adam Tran, of Pasadena Memorial High 
School; second place ninth-grader Dylan Campos, Dobie9; 
third place 11th-grader Matthew Montemayor, CTHS; 

fourth place 11th-grader Chris Pineda, Deer Park High 
School; fi fth place ninth-grader Oscar Garza, Dobie9; sixth 
place 12th-grader Victor Vargas, Sam Rayburn High School; 
seventh place 11th-grader Blake Danner, CTHS; and eighth 
place 12th-grader Tin Ly, Dobie High School. 

Celebrating the joy of victory are sixth-grade winners, left 
to right, Joshua Arredondo, Melillo Middle School; Marc 
Barrera, Milstead Middle School; John Tran, Roberts Mid-

dle School; Noe Rocha, Bonnette Jr. High; Aaron Hoppie, 
Creekside Intermediate; Quoc-Bao Ngo, Melillo Middle 
School; and Victoria Chioreanu, Roberts Middle School.

Enjoying the winning moment are intermediate Pasa-
dena Independent School District winners, left to right, 
eighth-grader Tam Nguyen, Thompson; seventh-grader 
Octavio Sifuentes, Bondy; eighth-grader Cindy Nguyen, 
Beverly Hills; seventh-grader Jimmy Bui, Beverly Hills; 

seventh-grader Vinh Nguyen, Bondy; and seventh-grader 
Alan Olvera, Bondy. Winners also included seventh-grader 
Dylan Corona (second from right), Raul Yzaguirre School 
for Success; and sixth-grader Juan Vega (far right), Rob-
erts Middle School.

On Saturday, Feb. 15, Pasadena ISD held its 10th annual 
Spring Chess Classic at Beverly Hills Intermediate. A total of 
278 students participated, from 45 campuses, including nine 
high schools, 12 intermediate schools, nine middle schools 
and 15 elementary schools. Of the schools that participated 
35 were from Pasadena ISD, fi ve were from Deer Park ISD, 
two were from Clear Creek ISD, one was from Pearland ISD, 
and two were private or charter schools. In all divisions, stu-

dents received one point for each win and a half-point for each 
draw. The next tournament will be Saturday, May 18, at the 
Dr. Kirk Lewis Career and Technical High School. Shown are 
third-graders, left to right, Adrian Gloria, Genoa; Robert Phe-
ister, South Belt; Carmelo Gutierrez, Frazier; Santiago Vega, 
Genoa; Nevaeh Bumgarner, Frazier; Simon Nguyen, Frazier; 
Damian Garza, Genoa; and Alexis Perez, Genoa.
 Photos submitted

Enjoying the winning moment are fourth-grade winners, left 
to right, Isaiah Machado, South Belt Elementary School; 
Konner Cook, Frazier Elementary School; Alec Tamegnon, 
South Belt Elementary School; Jordan Garcia, Frazier El-

ementary School; Sasha Lewis, Frazier Elementary School; 
Bella Sherwood, Frazier Elementary School; Jessie Garza, 
Genoa Elementary School; and Carlos Vega, Genoa Elemen-
tary School.

Pasadena ISD hosts 10th annual spring Chess Classic

Sharing the winning experience, fi fth-graders posing for the 
photo op are, left to right, Nadia Delavega, Schnier Middle 
School; Cesar Salazar, Deepwater Elementary School; Alexan-
der Healy, Sablatura Middle School; Luke Duffey, Keller Mid-

dle School; Eduardo Sanchez, Melillo Middle School, Nathalie 
Garcia, Deepwater Elementary School; Amudhan Madhanku-
mar, Sablatura Middle School; and Will Wang, Sablatura Mid-
dle School. 

Fred Flickinger

Reliable Conservative

for County Dept. of Education Trustee Pos. 5

Fred Flickinger

My Priorities
• Always keep students & taxpayers as the top priorities.
• Ensure tax dollars are spent wisely & end all wasteful spending.
• Expand Choice Partners program.
• Ensure tax dollars are not spent on lobbyists.
• End wasteful self-promoting marketing campaigns.

Pol. adv. paid for by Fred Flickinger for Harris County Department of Education School Board of Trustee Pos. 5

Endorsed by:
Dave Martin - Mayor Pro-Tem, City Councilman District E;  

Mike Sullivan - Lone Star Trustee, former City Councilman;
David Weekley - TLR, Texans for Lawsuit Reform; 

Kingwood Tea Party,  HRBC - Houston Realty Business Coalition;  
United Republicans of Harris County;  Spring Branch Republicans; 

Dan Huberty - State Rep. District 127, Chairman of House Committee Public Education; 
Steve Kusner - Precinct Chair 670; Rich Stoisits - Precinct Chair 758;  

Charles Blaine - Founder “Urban Reform”; Scott Bowen - Senate District 11 Chair;
Jennifer Martin - Precinct Chair #876; Daphne Hager - Precinct Chair #444

 Dobie Class of 1997 
graduate Shaun Stanton is 
continuing to build a name 
for himself within the Pros-
per ISD, having been named 
varsity baseball head coach 
at new PISD high school 
Rock Hill High School be-
ginning next school year.
 Stanton, an all-district 
performer in both baseball 
and basketball at Dobie, 
is the youngest Stanton 
sibling born to Betty and 
Gloyd Stanton, with Betty 
still residing in the South 
Belt area. Pam, Keith, Da-
vid, Brian and Dale all at-
tended Dobie previous to 
Shaun. 
 An assistant coach in 
baseball and basketball early 
in his career, Stanton elected 
to join the legendary Rick 
Carpenter at Prosper, where 
he was fi rst the junior varsi-
ty head coach and then var-
sity assistant at Prosper. The 
duo produced a state title in 
Class 5A in 2015.
 “When I landed the job 
at PHS, I was very fortu-
nate to start coaching with 
one of the state’s best base-
ball coaches, Rick Carpen-
ter,” Stanton told the Leader 
this week. “I was the junior 
varsity head coach for three 
years and then he promoted 
me to the varsity assistant 
spot.
 “Rick won three state 

championships at Elkins, 
winning his fi rst after beat-
ing Dobie in a one-game 
regional fi nal in 1995 (my 
sophomore year). 
 “We won our own state 
championship in 2015 at 
Prosper. During our six 
years together, I learned so 
much from him.  How to 
get players to play for each 
other, how important the 
fundamentals are, handling 
parents with charisma, etc. 
When the prospect of some-
thing more within Prosper 
ISD developed and then be-
came reality, Stanton was 
the clear choice.
 “I never even thought of 
leaving this district to pur-
sue a head coaching posi-
tion.  It truly is the best and 
we are supported like no 
other, in my opinion. Plus, 
the relationship that I had 
with coach Carpenter was 
second to none. 
 “He allowed me to do 
things on/off the baseball 
fi eld, to where I felt like I 
worked right alongside him 
and not under him. Once he 
retired last June, I had an 
important decision to make 
-apply for the Prosper High 
School head job or wait a 
year and apply for the Rock 
Hill job.
 “Even though PHS has 
established itself as one of 
the premier 6A programs 

in the state, I decided that I 
wanted to start my own leg-
acy somewhere different but 

Newly named Rock 
Hill head baseball 
coach Shaun Stanton 
(center) is joined by 
his family, from left, 
Cooper, Maggie and 
Bennett as well as 
his wife Aimee. Stan-
ton was raised in the 
South Belt area and 
graduated from J. 
Frank Dobie in 1997. 

Stanton
named 
head

baseball
coach

still in Prosper ISD. 
 “I am super excited to 
start a program from scratch 

and to build a culture sim-
ilar, but unique, to that at 
Prosper High School.”

JFD’s Stanton succeeding at Prosper ISD
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 7:30 
a.m. at Allendale’s Kitchen & Cocktails, 5010 Broadway 
St., in Pearland. Variety of speakers. For information, call 
281-900-7257 or email nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the 
club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochs
ner@aol.com for details.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 
713-686-6300. 

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A 
social group focused on the culture, music, heritage 
and language of Texas German immigrants. Meets  in 
the fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 
10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Visitors welcome. Email 
OpaGivesHugs@gmail.com for details.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drinkers/
addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are 
not alone, and discover choices available. For details, 
call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill,” 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

11 a.m.
StartSchoolLater.net (SSL) Houston Chapter - infor-
mational meeting about the link of teen sleep deprivation 
to depression and low academic performance. The pub-
lic is welcome, 11 a.m., on the fourth Saturday at the 
Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. For de-
tails, call 281-229-1409. RSVP is requested for meeting 
attendance.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
women affected by an addict. First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell 
Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email jpochsner@aol.com for details.

8 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email jpochsner@aol.com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a 
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter 
and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, 
call 281-487-8787.
Scleroderma Support Group – Do you know someone 
with scleroderma? Join a support group on the fourth Sun-
day, 2 to 4 p.m., at the Waterford in the Blue Bonnet room, 
201 McDermott St. in Deer Park, 77536. Contact Kathy 
Baker at 713-826-6214 or KBaker58@comcast.net.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to 
RSVP for child care.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 – 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 
409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship 
Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through 
Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for 
details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 
713-686-6300.

  6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 
281-488-2923 for details. No meetings on holidays.

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets Mondays, 6:30 – 
7:30 p.m., at the South Belt Chamber of 
Commerce, 10500 Scarsdale Blvd., next to the fi re 
station. For details, call Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or 
Carolyn Carmichael at 832-372-3565 or visit https://
youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com/.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 
Step Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
in the Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, 
call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or Rita at 281-309-2801.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing 
on Monday, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 
77062. $4/session or $35/10 sessions for CSH mem-
bers and $5/session or $45/10 sessions for nonmem-
bers. Everyone is welcome. For information, contact 
281-488-5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.
 Continued on Page 4B
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Sports Calendar
SOCCER

Friday, Feb. 21
Brook varsity boys at Clear Falls, 7:30
Brook varsity girls at Clear Falls, 7:30
Dobie varsity boys at Summer Creek, 7:30
Dobie JV boys at Summer Creek, 5:30
Brook JV boys host Clear Falls, 5:30
Brook JV girls host Clear Falls, 5:30

Saturday, Feb. 22
Dobie varsity girls host Summer Creek, Vet., noon
Dobie JV girls host Summer Creek, Aux., 5:30

Tuesday, Feb. 25
Brook varsity boys at Clear Springs, 7:30
Brook varsity girls host Clear Springs, 7:30
Dobie varsity girls vs. Pasadena, Vet., 7:30
Dobie varsity boys vs. Pasadena, Vet., 5:30
Dobie JV boys vs. Pasadena, Aux., 7:30
Dobie JV girls vs. Pasadena, Aux., 5:30
Brook JV boys at Clear Springs, 5:30
Brook JV girls host Clear Springs, 5:30

TENNIS

Friday, Feb. 28
Dobie varsity at San Marcos Inv., TBA

SOFTBALL
Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 20-22

Dobie varsity at College Station tourn., TBA

Tuesday, Feb. 25
Dobie varsity at Summer Creek, 6:00
Dobie JV at Summer Creek, 4:30

Friday and Saturday, Feb. 28-29
San Jacinto College at MCC Rush tourn., TBA

Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 27-29
Dobie varsity hosts Pearland Haynie tourn., TBA

TRACK AND FIELD
Friday, Feb. 21

Dobie varsity boys at Manvel/Angleton Inv., TBA

Saturday, Feb.22
Dobie varsity girls host City Meet, Dobie, TBA

BASEBALL
Friday, Feb. 21

Brook varsity at Dobie scrimm., 3:00
Brook JV hosts Dobie scrimm., 5:30
Brook sophomores host Dobie scrimm., 3:30

Monday, Feb. 24
Brook varsity hosts Pas. Memorial, 6:30
Brook JV hosts Pas. Memorial, 4:00
Brook sophomores at Pas. Memorial, 3:30

Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 27-29
Dobie varsity at Laredo Border Olympics
Brook varsity at La Porte Anzaldua Inv., TBA

Tuesday, March 3
Brook varsity a St. Thomas, 6:30
Brook JV hosts St. Thomas, 6:30
Brook sophomores host St. Thomas, 4:30

UH-Clear Lake announces calender briefs
UHCL staff member’s 

study explores reality of 
‘underprepared’ students

 Scott Richardson, Title 
IX Coordinator at University 
of Houston-Clear Lake, has 
co-authored an article focus-
ing on the life and academic 
factors in college students’ 
lives that impact their ability 
to persist through graduation. 
The article, titled “Addressing 
Misperceptions of Underpre-
pared Students: A Case Study 
at a Public American Univer-
sity,” will be published this 
year in the Journal of Global 
Education Review.
 The article examines the 
faculty and staff’s percep-
tions of underprepared stu-
dents. Although most students 

believe that their professors 
want them to succeed, they 
offered insight into where fac-
ulty could assist their progress 
even further.
 “We will celebrate the 4.0 
student, but not the 2.0 stu-
dent,” Richardson said. “In 
fact, that underprepared stu-
dent is probably that institu-
tion’s biggest population. The 
phrase I have coined is ‘at 
promise.’ These are students 
who have untapped potential, 
and they’re resilient.”
 The study found that good 
advising and modeling are 
key factors in helping a stu-
dent persist through to gradu-
ation.
UHCL Bayou Theater and 

Art Gallery names new 

cultural arts director
 University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake named Eric 
Despard as its new cultural 
arts director, Feb. 3, 2020. 
Despard, who will oversee 
the university’s Bayou The-
ater as well as its Art Gallery, 
has spent his 30-year career 
as a professional musician, a 
professor of music and art, a 
community music school and 
a director of university cul-
tural arts programs.
 Despard said that during 
the interview process, he 
could almost immediately 
see himself in the job. “When 
I was applying, UH-Clear 
Lake seemed very attractive 
to me. Everything about it 
was what I was looking for,” 

he said. “I’m thinking about 
ways I’ll be expanding the 
program, and fi nding oppor-
tunities to create community 
music programs. I love work-
ing with the community.”
 He has his Master of Mu-
sic from Yale University and 
is an accomplished classical 
guitarist. In addition to his 
administrative work, Despard 
is an active performer, com-
poser and champion of new 
music. His group, The Pro-
gram Ensemble, has commis-
sioned and premiered over 20 
pieces by national and inter-
national composers.
 For additional information 
about the Bayou Theater, vis-
it www.uhcl.edu/bayou-the
ater/.

Pierce 
Bush

Name: Pierce Bush
Age: 33
Occupation: 
 CEO of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters Lone Star
Education:
 University of Texas at 
Austin
Marital Status/Children:
 Married
Party Affiliation: Repub-
lican
 What makes you best 
qualified to serve the con-
stituents of Congressional 
District 22? (100 words or 
less)
 Make no mistake, the 
22nd District is a target for 
the Democrats who desper-
ately want to add another 
seat under Nancy Pelosi’s 
control.  We must elect a 
Republican candidate who 
is capable of energizing 
our base and earning sup-
port from a broad coalition 
of people who believe in 
the values and principles 
of America– I believe I’m 
the best candidate to reach 
and earn support from all 
these communities.  I’ve 
been a lifelong resident of 
this incredible region and 
I am one of the only can-
didates who can say they 
have served the entire dis-
trict in their recent profes-
sional experience.
 Do you have any po-
litical experience? (100 
words or fewer)
 I have never run for of-
fice before but as the CEO 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Lone Star, I had the honor 
of working with thousands 
of people from across Bra-
zoria, Fort Bend and Har-
ris Counties to help at-risk 
youth reach their God-giv-
en potential.  As CEO, I 
also worked with our state 
legislators and local elect-
ed officials to help support 
our programs, giving me 
great familiarity with pass-
ing legislation and fund-
ing to support local needs.  
Service to our country runs 
deep in my family as my 
grandfather and uncle both 
served as President of the 
United States.
 What, if any, endorse-
ments do you have? (50 
words or fewer)
 I am honored to be en-
dorsed by Congressman 
Pete Olson, former Con-
gressman Judge Ted Poe, 
former State Representa-
tive John Zerwas, the C 
Club of Houston, Houston 
area legend Mattress Mack, 
Friendswood Mayor Mike 
Foreman and numerous 
local elected officials and 
Republican activists.
 Do you have any di-
rect ties to the South Belt 
community? (50 words or 
fewer)
 My service to Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters includes 
this community. My family 

has been involved and lived 
in this region for decades.  
I know and treasure El-
lington Field Joint Reserve 
Base as a vital regional as-
set where my grandfather 
and uncle flew into while 
they served as President.
 If elected, what would 
you do to improve the 
South Belt community? 
(50 words or fewer)
 The main issues I hear 
from people that they want 
our U.S. Representative to 
address are: continued eco-
nomic growth and job op-
portunities, public safety 
that includes national and 
border security, and mak-
ing sure infrastructure proj-
ect, like Clear Creek flood 
control stay funded and are 
completed as quickly as 
possible.
 What one main project 
would you like to accom-
plish if elected? (50 words 
or fewer)
 For the South Belt com-
munity, the main project we 
must see moving forward 
and completed is the Clear 
Creek Flood Risk Reduc-
tion.  Congressman Olson 
secured $295 million for 
this project and it will be up 
to our next Representative 
to make sure this project is 
done correctly and on time.
 Do you support the 
House of Representatives 
recent efforts to impeach 
President Donald Trump? 
(150 words or fewer)
 By voting to impeach 
President Trump, Democrat 
leadership of the House of 
Representatives complete-
ly caved to the extremists 
in their party, who open-
ly stated they were look-
ing to impeach President 
Trump from the day he was 
elected.  Despite the near 
universal cry from House 
Democrats that the Presi-
dent posed an immediate 
threat to the United States, 
Nancy Pelosi delayed send-
ing the articles over to the 
U.S. Senate thereby expos-
ing another sad example of 
what a farce and fraud this 
entire process has been.  It 
is time for Congress to start 
working on the issues the 
American people actually 
care about: lowering the 
cost of healthcare, stopping 
the drug cartels and human 
traffickers from harming 
more of our citizens, pass-
ing an infrastructure bill, 
and expanding growth so 
our hard-working families 
have more job opportuni-
ties and higher wages.
 Do you support the 
proposed coastal spine 
project to reduce storm 
surge damage? Explain 
your answer. (100 words 
or fewer)
 I do support the pro-
posed coastal spine proj-
ect.  We must do everything 
possible to protect our re-
gion from flooding.  The 
Congressman from this dis-
trict must make it one of 
their top priorities to work 
to fix our flooding issues.  
This needs to be a full-
scale all-inclusive project, 
including all stakeholders.
 The topic of immigra-
tion reform is currently 
a hot-button issue. What 
are your positions on the 
issues of DACA recipients, 
or DREAMers; President 
Trump’s proposed border 
wall; so-called chain mi-
gration; and the existing 
“lottery” system?  (150 
words or fewer)
 Many millions of peo-

ple living in our country 
illegally are contributing 
to the growth, culture, and 
rich fabric of America. 
However, they have also 
broken our laws and en-
joyed tremendous benefits 
of living in America where 
their children can go to 
schools, their families are 
safe, and the opportunities 
for work far outstrip the 
employees we have avail-
able at this time. I would 
support a pathway to legal 
status as long as these in-
dividuals passed criminal 
background checks, paid 
fines for breaking our laws, 
submitted to a probationary 
period during which they 
could commit no crimes 
and became proficient in 
the English language. For 
those who serve in the mil-
itary and are honorably dis-
charged, there should be a 
pathway to citizenship.
 What changes, if any, 
would you make to the 
existing Affordable Care 
Act? (100 words or fewer)
 The “Affordable Care 
Act”, more commonly 
known as Obamacare was 
sold to the American pub-
lic based on lies – “you 
can keep your doctor, you 
can keep your health plan, 
costs will go down”. When 
the Washington Post calls 
that marketing gimmick 
“The Lie of the Year”, you 
know it is a deeply flawed 
and dishonest program. But 
more than the utter dishon-
esty of Obamacare’s ori-
gins, the program is failing 
stupendously and creating 
hardships for millions of 
other Americans who had 
better health insurance op-
tions before the mandates, 
taxes, and restrictions of 
Obamacare were forced on 
our country.
 Do you support the 
idea of sanctuary cities 
and what would you do if 
the Trump administration 
attempted to retaliate by 
blocking federal funds for 
such cities? (100 words or 
fewer)
 The combination of 
sanctuary city polices and 
DAs and judges being un-
willing to prosecute crim-
inals to take them off our 
streets contribute to more 
violence and danger in our 
communities.  The Pres-
ident is right to call out 
local elected officials and 
law enforcement who re-
fuse to hand over danger-
ous, criminal illegals for 
prosecution, deportation, 
or incarceration.  I will 
be supportive of President 
Trump’s efforts to stop the 
drug cartels, human traf-
fickers, and secure our bor-
der – including building 
walls where we need them, 
using military to support 
border patrol efforts, and 
increased funding for more 
border patrol.
 Do you support the le-
galization of marijuana 
for medical reasons or 
recreational use? (100 
words or fewer)
 As long as peer-re-
viewed and medically prov-
en research shows there are 
valuable uses to help peo-
ple with issues such as in-
tractable epilepsy or pain 
management that is not be-
ing helped by traditional 
means, yes, I would support 
the use of medicinal canna-
binoids.

22-6A Girls’ Soccer Standings
As of Feb. 19

Team W L T Pts.
Atascocita  8 0 0 24
Kingwood  6 2 1 21
Summer Creek       6 2 1 19
Memorial 5 3 1 16
Dobie 4 4 0 16
Pasadena 3                 6             0               9
S. Houston 1 6 3 3
Rayburn                  0                7 0 0
Humble 0 8 0 0

22-6A Boys’ Soccer Standings
As of Feb. 19

Team W L T Pts.
Dobie 7 0 1 22
Humble 6 1 1 19
Memorial 6 2 0 18
Kingwood 4 1 3 15
Atascocita 4 4 0 12
Pasadena 3 5 0 9
Soho 1 6 1 4
Rayburn 1 6 1 4
Summer Creek 0 7 1 1

District 22 candidates give 
insight through questionnaire

★ ★ ★ ★ 

Lajaunie tennis tournament moves forward
Annual event held in honor of Dobie grad

 The annual Darren La-
jaunie Memorial Tennis 
Tournament will return to 
the Harry Taylor Tennis 
Center in Pasadena Friday, 
May 1, through Sunday, 
May 3.
 Now in its ninth year, 
the tournament – named 
in honor of former Long-
horn tennis player Darren 
Lajaunie – offers scholar-
ships to seniors on the Do-
bie tennis team, as well as 
qualifying members of the 
Harry Taylor Tennis Cen-
ter.

 A co-valedictorian from 
Dobie in 1984, Lajaunie 
lost his battle with mela-
noma May 3, 2011. This 
scholarship fund and tour-
nament is a way to honor 
his memory by helping 
junior tennis players enjoy 
the sport and assist with 
their college education.
 Following graduation, 
Lajaunie went on to attend 
the University of Texas in 
Austin, before working as 
an electrical engineer for 
the Johnson Space Center.
 All 2020 players will 

receive a free tournament 
T-shirt and goodie bag, as 
well as a complimentary 
breakfast and lunch.
 Highlights include 
match play and compli-
mentary drinks beginning 
at 6 p.m. Friday, May 1, 
with a silent auction end-
ing at 3 p.m. Saturday, 
May 2 .
 Organizers are currently 
seeking donors and silent 
auction items. The Darren 
Lajaunie Tennis Scholar-
ship Fund is a nonprofit 
corporation, and all dona-

tions are tax-deductible.
 Donations may be 
made via credit at the or-
ganization’s website at 
h t tps : / /d l tennisscholar
ships.com/wp-content/up
loads/2019/01/entryform.
pdf, while donations may 
be made via check or mon-
ey order to: Darren La-
jaunie Tennis Scholarship 
Fund, 3106 Mossy Elm 
Court, Houston, TX 77059.
 For additional informa-
tion, contact Camille La-
jaunie, committee chair, at 
cjlajaunie@mail.com.

Continued from Page 6A
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CALENDAR
Hometown Heroes Park – has Hump Day Dance to practice 
ballroom dances (not lessons) in a casual environment. A variety 
of rhythms are played from entry to advanced dancing levels at 
1001 E. League City Pkwy. League City nonresidents must pur-
chase activity card (see Tuesday 12:30 p.m. dance for details). 
Help is available to assist learning dance moves. For information 
on the activity card, call 281-554-1180.

6 p.m.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church – Ash Wednesday services at noon 
and 6 p.m. with imposition of ashes & holy communion, at St Paul’s 
Anglican Church located at 11456 Space Center Blvd., Houston 
77059, between Pasadena & Clear Lake.  We will continue our 
preparation for Easter with a Lenten Supper each Wednesday in 
March at 6 p.m, & a different guest speaker each week. 

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-
2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/
sexual abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturn-
ingpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. at Al-
lendale’s Kitchen & Cocktails, 5010 Broadway St., in Pearland. 
Variety of speakers. For information, call 281-900-7257 or email 
nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 
or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont Park and 
Community Center (new location), 11507 Hughes Road. For more 
information, call Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com.

Continued from Page 3B
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitch-
en. Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, 
Pasadena. For details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Houston Satellite meets on the 
fourth Tuesday, Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Pkwy. (on the lake 
side), Seabrook. No meetings during holiday weeks. For informa-
tion, call Joe at 281-481-2458.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 
or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Free dance lessons – taught by Lewis and Betty Whistler (35 
years of experience) at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E League 
City Parkway, on Tuesdays. Bringing a partner is not required. 
There is a different dance focus monthly. For details, call Betty 
at 832-517-5833. For questions about League City’s activity card, 
call the park offi ce at 281-554-1180.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-686-6300.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 
p.m. For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 
Sea Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
will be held at St. Paul’s Anglican Church located at 11456 Space 
Center Blvd., between Pasadena & Clear Lake. As we “use up the 
lard before Lent” we will serve pancakes & sausage, no charge, but 
donations will be accepted.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Senior Club – Meets the second and fourth 
week monthly (Nov./Dec. meet second week only) at Covenant 
United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, 
etc. Call Jan Okumura at 832-298-9480 for details.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
St. Paul’s Anglican Church – Ash Wednesday services at noon 
and 6 p.m. with imposition of ashes & holy communion, at St Paul’s 
Anglican Church located at 11456 Space Center Blvd., Houston 
77059, between Pasadena & Clear Lake.  We will continue our 
preparation for Easter with a Lenten Supper each Wednesday in 
March at 6 p.m, & a different guest speaker each week. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-686-6300.

1 - 3:30 p.m.

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 2-20

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Antiques - 
Early American - before 
1830. 3 walnut chests, 1 
walnut commode, 2 
hanging oil lamps - made 
electric, 2 slant top desks  
(cherry & maple), 1 cher-
ry wall cupboard, 1 pine 
washstand and 1 antique 
bed. Call 281-795-9474.  
 TF

REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR SALE - by 
owner. 11107 Sage-
heather. 1781 sq. ft. Call 
281-795-9474. TF

SERVICES
PRESSURE WASHING. 
All your exterior cleaning 
needs. Free estimates. 
Call 832-425-9404. 4-2
LOOKING TO GET 
Married/Hitched? Non-
Denominational Minister 
available to Officiate Vow 
Renewals, Anniversaries 
and Elopements. Same 
day ceremonies. Anytime 
and any place. Price start 
at $150. Call/text Rev. 
Lance 281-919-7748.  
 2-20

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!
11555 

Beamer 
281-

481-5656

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Need Help Finding 
Your Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

To submit items for the 

CALENDAR
at the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader 
send an email to: 

mynews@southbeltleader.com

LAWN & GARDEN

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

HELP WANTED
Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 

& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯   

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Turn those 
unwanted 
items in

your gar-
age and 

closets into 
cash. Bring 
ads into the 

Leader office 
by Tuesday 
or use the 
mail slot by 

the front 
door.

11555 11555 
Beamer    Beamer    
281-481-281-481-

56565656

Southeast VFD needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS 
Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving 
record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 
7PM at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very 
limited training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon 
acceptance. If you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Depart-
ment, Forest Service, Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. 
You can visit our website:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download 
an application package and see some of the activities that we participate in 
yearly.  Please come to one of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers 
and join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued 
and needed part of our growing community where Neighbors Help Neigh-
bors!  Your community needs you!  

VOLUNTEERS 
SOUGHT

TUTORING
TUTORING MATH & SCIENCE

MD/PhD - Nuclear Physics tutor
Math - algebra, geometry, trigonometry, calculus

Science - physics, chemistry, biology
Individuals or small groups

281-731-0300

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

es 

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident

B&L Lock and Safe, Inc.
Wanted: 

Warehouse Associate/Safe Installation Technician

Valid D.L. – No Criminal Record
Must be able to pass Background check

Apply in Person @
10638 Almeda Genoa Rd

Or Call 713-947-0237

Let the 
Leader help 

with your 
advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

Support Leader 
Advertisers!
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

Let the 
Leader help 

with your 
advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com

www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Looking to 

improve your 

yard the easy 

way. See our 

Advertisers 

for your 

Lawn 

& Garden!

on  page 4B

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

 

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656

Commercial, Industrial & Residential

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español

832-715-6441
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB26543E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

HIRE A HUSBAND
I do the following and much more!

• Ceiling fans • Tree Trimming • Light Fixtures • Curtains  
• Re-level Mobile Homes • Assemble Furniture • Pressure Washing  
• Vinyl Siding Repair • Tie Down Sheds • Check Our All Day Rates 

THE WORKING LADIES’ FRIEND409-204-2659
Carpentry / Repairs

Doors  Floors  Drywall 
Fascia/Soffit  Painting  Rotten Wood

         Call Alan 713-515-3781  

HOME SERVICES
Fencing, House Painting & 

Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 785-614-4945 

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not to soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

LEAK DETECTION
Drywall / Painting
Insurance Claims

Call Adam @ 832-689-5252

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service
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No Job No Job 
Too Small!Too Small!

Now printing 
small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337
HANDYMAN
713-419-4768
Kenny Pipkins

South Belt resident / Dobie graduate

Support Leader 
Advertisers!
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South Belt Bandits bring home 3rd place

The South Belt Bandits placed third in 14/16u at the Valen-
tin’s Day Sweetheart tournament. Shown are, left to right, 
(front row) Aubrey Gerardo, Avery Gutierrez, Carly Car-
penter, Katelyn Carpenter, Ella Castillo, Gabrielle Morales, 

Gisele Ramirez (back row) Coach Karl Carpenter, Heaven 
Vargas, Laila Jack, Natalie Graciano, Samantha Lira, Sarah 
Tamez, Sildy Mireles, Ziara Gaona and Coach Harvey Mo-
rales. Photos submitted

 Stonebrook Senior Residences is a 120-unit affordable housing com-
munity for seniors developed by Robinson Capital & Investment, Inc. Locat-
ed at I-45 and Kurland Drive, Stonebrook contains 72 one-bedroom apart-
ments and 48 two-bedroom apartments.
 Stonebrook was designed with seniors in mind.  The property has a variety 
of amenities including a swimming pool, covered pavilion with BBQ grills 
and tables, furnished community room, beauty salon, fi tness center, movie 
room and much more.  Scheduled transportation services, health and nutri-
tion classes, fi nancial planning, and other tenant services will be offered.
  Stonebrook has three 4-story elevator equipped buildings with attractive 
stone exteriors.  For the comfort of our residents, the units have microwave 
ovens, self-cleaning ovens, refrigerators with ice makers, washers and dry-
ers in each unit, ceiling fans, island kitchens, walk in closets, 9-foot ceilings 
and green building features.  The property is equipped with full perime-
ter fencing and controlled gate access, and is managed by Greater Coastal 
Management, LLC, a division of Robinson Capital & Investment, Inc.
 Robinson Capital & Investment, Inc. has been developing, constructing 
and managing affordable housing communities in Texas since 1994, having 
completed in excess of 3,150 units.

Stonebrook now open in South Belt

HoF banquet sold out
Continued from Page 1B 
-ming (South Houston, 
Class of 1970).
 – Bryan Willingham – 
football (Pasadena, Class 
of 1971).
 – Ron Schroeder – golf 
(Sam Rayburn, Class of 
1975).
 – Marlen Esparza – 
boxing (Pasadena, Class 
of 2007).
 – Bo Snelson – foot-
ball (Pasadena Memorial, 
Class of 2009).
 – Snelson family, in-
cluding Billie (deceased) 
and sons John and Andy.

Dobie softball team 
(1993 state champions)

 Dobie’s 12-member 
1993 Lady Longhorn soft-
ball team made history 
after winning the school’s 
fi rst softball champion-
ship, 1-0, against Tom-
ball. Christa Williams, a 
two-time Olympic gold 
medalist and PISD Hall 
of Famer, led the Lady 
Longhorns to the title, 
pitching a three-hitter and 
striking out 11, outdueling 
an equally matched Tom-
ball pitcher and scoring 
on a fi elding error. Dobie 
earned a seat on the road 
to state after pounding El 
Paso Bel Air for 17 hits in 
a 10-2 victory in the semi-
fi nals.

Charlie Goehring – 
track and cross-country 

coach (1971-2007)

 An alumnus of Pasade-
na High School, Charlie 
Goehring coached track 
and cross county in Pas-
adena ISD for well over 
30 years. While attending 
PHS, Goehring earned two 
varsity letters in football 
and was a wide receiver 
on the Eagles’ state run-
ner-up team. After gradu-
ating from the University 
of Houston, Goehring 
coached at various schools 
throughout Pasadena ISD 
and spent 16 years as the 
head boys’ cross-country 
and track coach for South 
Houston High School and 
10 years coaching boys’ 
cross-country at Pasadena 
High School. Goehring 
retired in 2008 and was 
inducted into the Hall of 
Honor of the Gulf Coast 
Scholastic Track Coaches 
Association in 2009.

T.J. Mills – football 
coach (1977-2005)

 As head coach of the 
Sealy Tiger football team, 
T. J. Mills became one of 
only two 11-man coach-
es in Texas HS football 
history to lead a team to 
four straight state titles 
from 1993 to 1997. The 
Tigers were 63-1 during 
that time, with a streak of 
24-straight playoff victo-
ries. The four-peat con-
secutive winning streak 
produced 20 fi rst-team 
All-State players. His 
Sealy team reached the 
title game again in 1999. 
Mills coached the Tigers 
for 14 years before mov-
ing on to Odessa HS and 
then La Porte HS. While 
Mills retired in 2005, he 
continued to earn multi-
ple accolades including 

Coach of the Year by the 
Texas Sports Writers As-
sociation, also a four-peat 
victory. He was later en-
shrined in the Texas High 
School Coaches Asso-
ciation’s Hall of Honor 
in 2014. Mills graduat-
ed from Pasadena High 
School in 1972 and played 
quarterback, receiver and 
defensive lineman on the 
football team, in addition  
to basketball. He married 
his high school sweet-
heart and classmate Becky 
Chambers Mills.

Wilburn Raby – track 
coach (1952-1980)

 Wilburn “Willy” 
Raby coached track and 
cross-country in Pasadena 
ISD for 27 years. While 
growing up in Corsicana, 
he played football and 
basketball during high 
school. After bravely serv-
ing in the Navy during 
World War II, he attended 
Navarro College and Dan-
iel Baker College, playing 
football for both schools. 
Raby went on to earn 
his bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Sam 
Houston State and began 
his Pasadena ISD coach-
ing career in 1953 with a 
two-year stint at Jackson 
Junior High. Raby spent 
14 years as the head track 
and cross-country coach 
at Sam Rayburn High 
School, leading the Texans 
to two district titles and 
one regional team title.

Bryan Willingham – 
football (Pasadena, 

Class of 1971)

 Bryan Willingham, 
a graduate of Pasade-
na High School, was the 
go-to receiver for the Ea-
gles football team. While 
playing in the 1971 Texas 
Coaches Association All-
Star Game, Willingham 
set a record with 11 catch-
es for 166 yards and three 
touchdown grabs. After 
high school graduation, 
Willingham attended the 
University of Houston and 
lettered for three years as 
a receiver. He performed 
exceptionally well during 
his junior year of college, 
catching an impressive 83-
yard touchdown pass and 
completing 16 catches for 
328 yards.

Marlen Esparza – 
boxing (Pasadena, 

Class of 2007)

 Marlen Esparza is a 
barrier-breaking Olym-
pic boxer who won the 
bronze medal in the Wom-
en’s Flyweight Division 
at the 2012 Olympics in 
London. Esparza gradu-
ated from Pasadena High 
School in 2007, where she 

ran cross-country, partic-
ipated in swimming and 
competed in debate. As a 
high school junior, Espar-
za won the bronze med-
al in the 2006 Women’s 
World Boxing Champion-
ships. Today, she is an un-
defeated boxer with Gold-
en Goy Productions and 
is a member of the PHS 
Alumni Hall of Honor.

Steve Prentice – 
swimming (South 

Houston, Class of 1970)

 Steve Prentice is a 
graduate of South Hous-
ton High School’s class 
of 1970. While attending 
SHHS,  Prentice lettered in 
swimming all four years, 
earned All-American hon-
ors and was elected as 
the president of his senior 
class. After graduation, 
Prentice attended Texas 
A&M and quickly be-
came known as one of the 
Southwest Conference’s 
most accomplished swim-
mers. He qualifi ed for the 
NCAA meet in each of his 
four years attending A&M, 
served as the team’s cap-
tain for three seasons and 
set school records for three 
individual events.

Ron Schroeder – golf 
(Sam Rayburn, Class of 

1975)

 Ron Schroeder is a 
standout golfer who has 
played in amateur and 
professional leagues. 
During his high school 
career, Schroeder was 
known as the district’s 
top golfer and he was 
the Pasadena ISD indi-
vidual champion, dis-
trict champion and an 
all-city honoree. As an 
amateur, Schroeder won 
the Greater Houston Am-
ateur Championship fi ve 
times. While playing pro-
fessionally, he has won 
multiple tournaments and 
was named the Southern 
Texas PGA senior play-
er of the year in 2017. In 
2018, he won the Texas 
open and in April 2019, 
he won the PGA’s Se-
nior Series for the second 
time.

Bo Snelson – football 
(Memorial, 

Class of 2009)

 Bo Snelson lettered in 
football, track and base-
ball before graduating 
in 2009 from Pasadena 
Memorial. After his se-
nior season of football, 
he was named an Old 
Spice Red Zone National 
Player of the Year, a title 
given to only 50 players 
throughout the U.S. Snel-
son attended the United 
States Naval Academy 
after graduating from 
high school and was the 

team captain of the foot-
ball team, where he was 
known for his leadership 
skills, as well as, his sta-
tistical contributions.  Af-
ter receiving his commis-
sion, Snelson graduated 
from the Marine Corps 
Offi cer’s School and he 
now serves as a series 
commander and infan-
try offi cer for the Marine 
Corps in San Diego.

Snelson Family/Billie 
Snelson (deceased), and 

sons Andy and John
Billie Snelson – former 
basketball and volley-

ball coach
 Billie M. Snelson 
graduated from Oklaho-
ma Baptist University in 
1948, where she received 
her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education. She played 
basketball at Oklahoma 
Baptist University, using 
that background to coach 
basketball, plus volley-
ball during her 31-year-
long career in Pasadena 
ISD.
Andy Snelson – football 

(Sam Rayburn, 
Class of 1974)

 Andy Snelson, a grad-
uate of Sam Rayburn 
High School, was an All-
State sprinter in track and 
three-year letterman in 
football, earning multiple 
All-District awards. An-
dy’s record-breaking 9.4 
seconds in the 100-yard 
dash and 21.6 seconds in 
the 220-yard dash are still 
among the top in Pasade-
na ISD history. At Sam 
Rayburn, he was coached 
by Odell Harrison and 
soon-to-be PISD Hall of 
Famer Wilburn “Willy” 
Raby. Coach Raby en-
joyed taking his 1973 and 
1974 track team all over 
the state, showcasing the 
talents of his boys. After 
graduation, Snelson at-
tended the University of 
Houston, where he sprint-
ed for Coach Johnny 
Morris and Tom Tellez. 
He also attended Odessa 
College for one year and 
was coached by James 
Segrest. Due to injuries, 
Snelson never fi nished up 
his career at University of 
Houston. He is now re-
tired and resides in Pasa-
dena.
John Snelson – football/
baseball (Sam Rayburn, 

Class of 1986)/
Memorial Football 

Coach
 John Snelson’s Pas-
adena roots run deep. 
He graduated from Sam 
Rayburn High School 
with an impressive high 
school football resume. 
Coached under Charlie 
Lyles, John became of 
the football program’s 
top players, starting three 
years. A four-year let-
terman in baseball, John 
was also a member of 
Rayburn’s 1985 baseball 
team that played for the 
Class 5A state champi-
onship under head coach 
Al Campo as the team’s 
defensive coordinator 
during the football pro-
gram’s inaugural year in 
2003. In 2006, Tom Ed 
Gooden stepped down 
from his head coaching 
position at Memorial and 
John fi lled in. With John 
at the helm, Pasadena 
Memorial’s football pro-
gram was the fi rst to ad-
vance to the third round 
of the playoffs for a dis-
trict title since the 1960s 
in 2007, falling to Katy 
in the Class 5A Division 
II regional semifi nals. 
Memorial won their fi rst 
district championship in 
2009, going 6-1 in dis-
trict 22-5A after winning 
against Pearland and 
La Porte. In 2006, John 
joined the Dickinson Ga-
tors football program as 
head coach, where he’s 
tallied 112-55, some of 
the most wins in Gator 
history.

Charlie Goehring

Ron Schroeder

Marlen Esparza

T. J. Mills

Wilburn “Willy” Raby

Bryan Willingham

Steve Prentice

Bo Snelson
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