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 San Jacinto College has been recognized as 
one of America’s Top Online Colleges for 2025, 
according to a new study released by Newsweek.
 Published on Newsweek’s website and print 
publications late last year, the ranking placed 
San Jacinto College 42nd out of 250 institutions 
nationwide to make the list.
 California State University’s online program 
topped the list.
 “Online learning continues to expand in the 
United States as colleges and other education 
providers seek to attract students who live out-
side the immediate area and working adults 
drawn to the flexibility of online classes. Stud-
ies suggest online learning has yet to reach its 
peak and is expected to grow in coming years,” 
said Newsweek Editor Nancy Cooper. “For those 
looking to further their knowledge – from indi-
vidual non-degree courses for the curious or for 

professional development to a full academic de-
gree – online schools offer customized opportu-
nities to people in all stages of life. With so many 
choices and no physical location to visit, finding 
the right program can be challenging.”
 San Jacinto College Chancellor Brenda Helly-
er said the honor validates the area college’s 
commitment to its online program.
 “This recognition from Newsweek validates 
our ongoing commitment to providing accessi-
ble, high-quality online education that meets the 
needs of our diverse student population,” said 
Hellyer. “Being ranked 42nd among the nation’s 
top online colleges demonstrates that our invest-
ment in digital learning technologies and student 
support services is helping students complete 
their higher education credential.”
 The ranking was based on a comprehensive 
evaluation of online education programs across 

the United States. The assessment considered 
four key pillars: institutional indicators, rating of 
experience, overall satisfaction and student rec-
ommendations.
 Rankings were determined through an exten-
sive study involving more than 10,000 individu-
als who have completed online college degrees 
in the United States. The evaluation criteria in-
cluded organization, support, price, reputation, 
success, recommendation, practical relevance 
and overall satisfaction with the online learning 
experience.
 Newsweek was assisted by data research firm 
Statista in calculating the study’s findings.
 San Jacinto College offers 26 associate de-
grees and 34 workforce certificates entirely on-
line. Students can earn a degree in areas such as 

computer information technology, health care, 
global logistics, general studies and business. 
The college’s online programs offer students the 
flexibility to pursue their educational goals while 
maintaining work and family commitments, ac-
cording to college officials.
 “This prestigious recognition reflects the col-
lege’s commitment to delivering high-quality 
online education and meeting the evolving needs 
of today’s students,” a statement from San Jacin-
to College read.
 For more information about San Jacinto Col-
lege’s online programs, visit sanjac.edu/online.
 For more information on the Newsweek study 
or to see the full list of America’s Top Online 
Schools, visit www.newsweek.com/rankings/
americas-top-online-college-2025.

BAHEP holds Quasar banquet

 Taxpayers are warned to watch out also for 
“smishing” scams, in which text messages are 
sent to one’s mobile phone.
 Scammers may also target one via emails, IRS 
officials said.
 Someone impersonating the IRS may send 
“phishing” emails with urgent subject lines and 
active links that demand immediate payment. 
Before clicking any link in an email, check the 
“from” name. Be wary of any sender that doesn’t 
have a “.gov” address.
 The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has is-
sued an alert, reminding consumers that the IRS
  Continued on Page 2

 With the April 15 tax deadline approaching, 
the Internal Revenue Service is urging taxpayers 
to be aware of possible scams.
 During tax season, scammers are working 
overtime to steal one’s refund. Tax scammers of-
ten use pressure and a sense of urgency to gain 
access to one’s personal and financial informa-
tion.
 Scammers use spoofing and robocalls to make 
it seem like the IRS is calling.
 If someone calls pretending to be from the 
IRS, request a reference number, then hang up, 
and use one of the official IRS numbers to call 
back and confirm the call was legitimate.

pass to jump to his death but had second thoughts 
after seeing the inspiring structure. 
 A man died in a fi ery car accident around 12:50 
a.m. Friday, April 19, in the 15900 block of the 
Gulf Freeway near Dixie Farm Road/FM 1959. 
The badly burned body was not immediate-
ly identifi able by the Harris County Institute of 
Forensic Sciences. According to Houston Police 
Department offi cials, a Ford vehicle of unknown 
model was traveling north on the freeway at the 
above address when it struck the wall of the HOV 
lane entrance. The vehicle became engulfed in 
fl ames and the driver was pronounced dead at the 
scene by responding Houston Fire Department 
paramedics.

May 2
 South Houston High School announced its 
2024 Hall of Honor inductees. Two former South
  Continued on Page 2

The Leader continues its 2024 Year in Review, re-
membering some of the more signifi cant stories of 
this past year. Last week’s portion of the review 
had to be cut due to space limitations. To see high-
lights up to April 25, see the Feb. 6 edition of the 
Leader.

April 25
 A man took his own life by jumping from the 
overpass located at Beltway 8 and the Gulf Free-
way. This marked at least the second suicide to 
take place at this location, as another male – a 
Vietnamese national – also leaped from the over-
pass a few years back following an accident at 
the location that left his wife critically injured. 
Sagemont Church offi cials told the Leader in re-
cent years that its massive cross statue located 
on church grounds near Beltway 8 and the Gulf 
Freeway has prevented at least one suicide, as a 
driver reportedly stopped at the peak of the over-

Leader continues its Year in Review

Dozens of community leaders and elected offi cials recently gathered for the annual Quasar 
Award Banquet, hosted by the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership (BAHEP). Houston 
District E City Council Member Fred Flickinger (second from right) is shown above at the 
event with, left to right, Dustin Hodges (Flickinger’s chief of staff), BAHEP President Brian 
Freedman and former BAHEP President and longtime South Belt resident Bob Mitchell. 
Texas A&M University Chancellor John Sharp was presented the 2025 Quasar Award.

Joe 
Bennett

dies 
at 76

Longtime South Belt resi-
dent and youth sports ad-
vocate Joseph “Joe” Ben-
nett died Saturday, Feb. 1, 
at the age of 76. The father 
of both a son (Travis) and a 
daughter (Mandy), Bennett 
was active in both youth 
baseball and softball in 
the South Belt community. 
Bennett was instrumental 
in founding the South Belt 
Area Sports Association and 
served as the group’s presi-
dent. Bennett also served as 
president of the South Belt 
Girls Softball Association. 
Bennett is shown to the left 
holding a plaque and base-
ball presented to him by the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Lit-
tle League for his lifetime 
achievement. 

Leader seeks submissions
 The Leader encourages local schools, 
groups and individuals to continue sending sto-
ry ideas and photos they’d like to see included 
in the newspaper. Submissions have declined 
following the death of Leader publisher Marie 
Flickinger in November. Contributions may be 
submitted to mynews@southbeltleader.com.

Sagemeadow holds election
 The Sagemeadow HOA will hold its annual 
election meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20, 
at The Gardens, 12001 Beamer at Hughes. An 
election for one board member will be held at 
the event. The deadline for absentee and proxy 
ballots is Feb. 19. All Sagemeadow homeown-
ers are encouraged to participate in the elec-
tion. The meeting is open to the public. For ad-
ditional information, visit www.sagemeadow.
org.

City to collect heavy trash
 City of Houston residents living in the South 
Belt community south of Fuqua will have heavy 
trash pickup Thursday, Feb. 13 (second Thurs-
day of the month). City residents north of Fuqua 
(and west of the Gulf Freeway) will have heavy 
trash pickup Friday, Feb. 14 (second Friday of 
the month). February is for junk waste but tree 
waste will also be accepted. Pickups may be de-
layed. For additional information, visit www.
houstontx.gov/solidwaste or call 311.

New Covenant feeds needy
 Each month, New Covenant Christian 
Church, 10603 Blackhawk at Kirkfair, will 
have food distribution events the fi rst and third 
Wednesday from 1 to 2 p.m. and the second 
and fourth Saturday of the month from noon 
to 1 p.m. or until supplies last. The purpose of 
the events is to provide food to people in need. 
For additional information, contact the church 
at 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, 
from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each Thursday as part 
of the weekly Coffee with the Constable se-
ries. The next event will be Thursday, Feb. 6, 
with another event happening the following 
Thursday, Feb. 13. For more information, call 
Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 
713-419-3545.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from SH 96/Calder/
Brittany Bay in League City to FM 519/Main 
Street in La Marque daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.  
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from Deats Road in Dickinson to FM 
2004/Camp Wallace Access in Texas City from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further notice.
  At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 519/
Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive in 
Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Beltway closures planned
 Two northbound and two southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lanes will be closed at 
Fairmont Parkway daily from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
until further notice. Signifi cant delays are ex-
pected.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

HPD’s PIP set for Feb. 18
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive 
Interaction Program will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at the Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria in the CES 
Classroom on the first floor of the main build-
ing. Guest speaker to be announced. 
 Begun in 1983, HPD’s PIP involves police 
and community members working together for 
safer neighborhoods. PIP meetings typically 
take place the third Tuesday of each month. For 
additional information, contact HPD Officer 
Richard Buitron at 832-395-1776 or Richard.
Buitron@HoustonPolice.org.

Kirkwood to meet Feb. 24 
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place 6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 24, 
at the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Road near Beltway 8. Meetings are 
typically held for the last Monday of the month. 
For additional information, call Kirkwood Civ-
ic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-
989-9990.

Hughes/Sabo closure set
 At least one southbound lane on Hughes/
Sabo will be closed continuously at Beltway 8 
until further notice. The closure is associated 
with an ongoing Houston Public Works project 
to replace a force water main at the intersec-
tion.

SJC named a top online school in nation
Area school ranks 42nd on Newsweek’s list of country’s top-250 online colleges

IRS warns of possible tax scams

the Position 3 seat currently held by Nelda Sulli-
van and the Position 4 seat currently held by Ca-
sey Phelan.
 All incumbents have fi led for re-election.
 At press time, challengers for Gonzalez’s Po-
sition 1 seat included Mary Davis and Maria 
Castillo.
 Tammie Nielsen had fi led to chal-
lenge Crystal Dávila for the Position 2 seat.
 Fina Govea is challenging Sullivan for her
  Continued on Page 2

 The deadline for potential candidates to fi le to 
run in an upcoming school board election is 5 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 14.
 On Saturday, May 3, area voters will decide 
who will serve in many Pasadena ISD, Clear 
Creek ISD and San Jacinto College board posi-
tions.

Pasadena ISD
 To be decided in Pasadena ISD are the Posi-
tion 1 seat currently held by Paola Gonzalez, the 
Position 2 seat currently held by Crystal Davila, 

May 3 candidate filing deadline nears
Pasadena ISD, CCISD, SJC to hold school board elections

 According to HPD investigators, the Lex-
us was traveling east on the Beltway 8 frontage 
road at a high rate of speed when it slammed 
into the rear of Medillin’s silver Chevrolet Cav-
alier that was stopped at the traffi c light at Sabo. 
The impact caused the Chevrolet to fl ip over and 
come to a rest on the sidewalk.
 Houston Fire Department paramedics re-
sponded to the incident and pronounced Medillin 
dead at the scene. Medillin’s son was transported 
to the hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. 
The female driver of the Lexus was transported 
to an area hospital in critical condition.
 The investigation was ongoing at press time.

 Houston police are no longer seeking the driv-
er of an 18-wheeler involved in a Jan. 31 crash at 
Beltway 8 and Hughes/Sabo that killed one and 
injured several others.
 Police had originally accused the driver of 
causing the multiple-vehicle accident that killed 
Francisco Medillin, 44, and injured his 9-year-
old son.
 HPD had even released an enhanced image of 
the driver’s tractor trailer to the media in hopes 
of identifying the truck driver. Further investiga-
tion, however, determined it was actually a fe-
male driving a black Lexus RX350 who was re-
sponsible for causing the crash.

Trucker no longer sought in fatal crash
HPD: Female Lexus driver now accused of causing accident

guish the fire. 
 Damage from the blaze was estimated at 
$15,000. Firefighters were able to save approx-
imately $190,000.
 The American Red Cross was requested to as-
sist the residents. No injuries were reported.
 Investigators said the fire was caused by an 
electrical wire that arced on a structural beam. 
 In all, 37 personnel responded to this incident, 
including firefighters from stations 93, 70, 71 
and 94.

 A house caught fire around 5:15 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 9, in the 13700 block of Eastbourne Drive in 
the Sycamore Valley subdivision.
 According to Houston Fire Department offi-
cials, firefighters arrived on scene to find smoke 
coming from a one-story house and found fire in 
the attic. 
 They controlled the fire and placed plastic 
over the contents in the rooms to prevent them 
from being damaged from the water and ceiling 
that had been pulled down by the crews to extin-

House catches fire in Sycamore Valley
dren, son Travis and daughter Mandy.
 Following graduation, Bennett served in the 
U.S. Navy, achieving the rank of petty offi cer 
second class in Interior Communications. 
 After his military service, Bennett pursued 
higher education, enrolling at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake, where he earned both an 
associate degree and a bachelor’s degree
 Along with his children and in-laws, Bennett 
competed in cooking tournaments as part of the 
Lazy B Cookers, taking home many trophies and 
winning multiple chili contests.
 Bennett and his wife also owned a 70-acre 
ranch in Hallettsville, where in 2015, Bennett – 
who worked 30+ years as a general contractor – 
completed building a house himself.
 Memorial plans were not immediately avail-
able at press time. See related obituary on Page 2.

 Longtime South Belt resident and youth 
sports advocate Joseph “Joe” Bennett died Sat-
urday, Feb. 1, at the age of 76.
 Bennett was instrumental in the creation of the 
South Belt Area Sports Association and served 
as the organization’s president. Bennett further 
served as president of the South Belt Girls Soft-
ball Association. He was responsible for secur-
ing the funds and overseeing the construction of 
the sports complex at El Franco Lee Park, allow-
ing generations of youth to play sports at the fa-
cility.
 Bennett also worked closely with the South-
east Volunteer Fire Department and served on its 
board of directors. 
 In 1967, Bennett graduated from Stephen F. 
Austin High School, where he met his wife of 
54 years, Peggy Quast. The couple had two chil-

Longtime resident Joe Bennett dies at 76
Active in youth sports, Bennett also served with Southeast VFD
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Deaths

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

SJC launches global logistics degree
 San Jacinto College is 
launching a new Bachelor of 
Applied Technology in Glob-
al Logistics and Supply Chain 
Management, designed to 
provide students with an af-
fordable, high-quality path-
way into one of the fast-
est-growing industries in the 
nation. The new degree was 
approved by the San Jacinto 
College board of trustees at 
the January 2024 board meet-
ing. As San Jac’s fourth bach-
elor’s degree, logistics will 
join the Bachelor of Applied 
Technology in IT – cyberse-
curity, Bachelor of Applied 
Science in Education – ear-
ly childhood education, and 
Bachelor of Science in nurs-
ing programs already offered 
at the college.
 With the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics projecting a 
19 percent growth in logistics 
jobs by 2033 and the medi-
an salary for logisticians in 
Texas at $78,998 (according 
to Texaswages.com), the de-
mand for highly skilled pro-
fessionals continues to rise. 
The Greater Houston area, a 
key hub for global trade and 
transportation, faces an in-
creasing need for degreed 
professionals who can navi-
gate the complexities of mod-
ern supply chains.
 The new San Jacinto Col-
lege logistics degree offers a 
cost-effective alternative to 
traditional four-year insti-
tutions while providing in-
dustry-relevant curriculum, 
hands-on learning experienc-

es, and direct connections to 
local employers.
 “San Jacinto College re-
mains committed to provid-
ing innovative, affordable ed-
ucational opportunities that 
align with workforce needs,” 
said Dr. Brenda Hellyer, 
chancellor of San Jacinto 
College. “This new bach-
elor’s degree program was 
developed based on industry 
input from a Chancellor’s 
Advisory Council lead by Ed 
Emmett. The focus was to de-
velop a degree with advanced 
logistics skills, leadership 
capabilities, and expertise in 
data-driven decision-making.  
This degree will not only pre-
pare students for rewarding 
careers in logistics but will 
also strengthen the Greater 
Houston economy by supply-
ing well-qualifi ed profession-
als to meet industry work-
force demands.” 
 The Chancellor’s Adviso-
ry Council on Transportation, 
Logistics, and Supply Chain 
Management, in conjunction 
with the college’s Logistics 
and Supply Chain Manage-
ment Advisory Committee 
developed this new program 
under the guidance of in-
dustry representatives from 
key employers such as Ama-
zon, LyondellBasell, Acade-
my, the Port of Houston and 
Union Pacifi c Railroad.
 The program is structured 
to support working profes-
sionals and recent gradu-
ates, offering fl exible course 
options and industry-driven 

training that equips students 
with the critical skills need-
ed to optimize supply chain 
operations, manage transpor-
tation networks, and imple-
ment cutting-edge logistics 
technologies.
 Now that the degree has 
been approved by the board 
of trustees, the college will 
notify the Texas Higher Ed-
ucation Coordinating Board 
and the Higher Education Re-
gional Council. The college 
will also need to develop a 
curriculum proposal which 
will be submitted to the 
Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools Commis-
sion on Schools for accredi-
tation. The program is slated 
to begin in Spring 2026.

CB decathlon competes at regional

Clear Brook’s academic decathlon team competed at their annual regional compe-
tition at Clear Lake High School. After two days of both objective and subjective 
event competition, the team came away with a number of awards. Leading the team 
in medals was Kausav Adhikari who placed third in Interview and was the team’s 
highest varsity level scorer, Rich Vo placed second in the Honor division in mathe-
matics, Natalie Nickell was the team’s highest-scoring Honor member and Jeslyn 
Tran was the team’s highest Scholastic scoring member. Left to right, are (front row) 
Holly Granger, Jeslyn Tran, Nana Yoshimatsu (back row) Nickell, Adhikari and Vo.

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/
online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. 
– 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Brace-
well is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, Feb. 13, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab computer help. Registration required.
 Thursday, Feb. 13, 4 – 5 p.m. Family Storytime. Registration required.
 Monday, Feb. 17, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab computer help. Registration required.
 Tuesday, Feb. 18, 3 – 4 p.m. Board games at the Library. Registration required.
 Tuesday, Feb. 18, 6 – 7 p.m. Living English lessons. Registration required.
Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should not 
be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening informa-
tion or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The li-
brary will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Ins-
tagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Feb. 13, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Toddler and teacups Valentine’s party. Registration re-
quired.
 Friday, Feb. 14, 10 – 2 p.m. AARP Free Tax Services.
 Friday, Feb. 14, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Lego club.
 Monday, Feb. 17, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. AARP Free Tax Services.
 Monday, Feb. 17, 1 – 2:30 p.m. ESL Conversation club. Registration required.
 Monday, Feb. 17, 4 – 5:30 p.m. Cricut orientation. Registration required.
 Tuesday, Feb. 18, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Wednesday, Feb. 19, 10 – 11 a.m. Senior coloring club.
 Wednesday, Feb. 19, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Citizenship classes. Registration required.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital materi-
als and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/services/
iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

JINYA Ramen Bar in 
Pearland recognized Melillo 
Middle School for academic 
excellence in January. JIN-
YA Ramen Bar awarded 
Melillo students that earned 
honor roll and perfect atten-
dance with a free kids meal 
certifi cate to celebrate their 
hard work. 
At left are, science instruc-
tional coach Rebecca Casta-
neda (left) and JINYA Ra-
men Bar marketing director 
Cai Palmiter.
Pictured below left to right, 
are Castaneda, Jeanette Ro-
driguez (Melillo front offi ce 
clerk), Yvette Castillo (Mel-
illo executive secretary) and 
Megan Medina (reading in-
structional coach).

JINYA Ramen Bar awards 
Melillo students certifi cates

 Troy Vaughn Wheeler Jr. 
was born in Houston on Nov. 
17, 1967, and went to his 
heavenly home on Dec. 22, 
2024.
 Troy was a longtime 
South Belt resident until 
he enlisted into the United 
States Navy in October 1986. 
He was a 1986 graduate of 
J. Frank Dobie High School. 
He played baseball in his 
younger years with South-
Belt Beverly Hills Baseball 
League. He joined the ROTC 
while at Dobie High School 
and was an escort for the drill 
team at every home football 
game. While he served in the 
Navy for 20 years he received 

Troy Vaughn 
Wheeler Jr.

 Acie Albert Bell Jr., lov-
ing husband, father and 
grandfather passed away on 
Dec. 23, 2024, at the age of 
79.
 Acie was born on May 3, 
1945 in Huntsville. He at-
tended Austin High School 
and enlisted in the Army 
where he served three years 
in Germany. After his service 
he attended South Texas Ju-
nior College and the Univer-
sity of Houston where he met 
his future wife, Linda Holder. 
They were married on Dec. 
16, 1967, and were married 
for 57 years. 
 Acie also attended South-
western Baptist Seminary 

IRS warns of possible tax scams
Continued from Page 1
will not send tax refunds 
or try to contact anyone by 
email or text.
 Knowing the warning 
signs of a tax scam, and how 
to tell if it’s really the IRS 
attempting to make contact 
can help one avoid possibly 
becoming the victim of fraud.
 The IRS offers the follow-
ing tips to help avoid possible 
tax scams:
 – The IRS does not initi-
ate contact with taxpayers by 
email, text messages or social 

media platforms to request 
personal or financial infor-
mation.
 – If one receives a call 
from someone claiming to be 
from the IRS, do not give out 
any of personal information 
over the phone.
 – If one knows or thinks 
they owe taxes, call the IRS 
at 1-800-829-1040 to validate 
the call. If there is a valid 
issue, the IRS employees at 
this number will assist.
 – If one does not owe tax-
es and/or never received a bill 

in the mail prior to the call, 
hang up immediately. Then 
call the Treasury Inspector 
General for Tax Administra-
tion to report the incident at 
1-800-366-4484.
 – The Taxpayer Advocate 
service is real but will not call 
taxpayers without reason.
 – The Bureau of Tax En-
forcement is not a real orga-
nization.
 To report possible tax 
scams to the IRS, visit www.
irs.gov/help/tax-scams/re
port-a-tax-scam-or-fraud.

Joseph Henry 
Bennett 

 Joseph Henry Bennett, 
known to all as Joe, was born 
in Houston, Texas, on Oct. 17, 
1948. He passed peacefully 
into heaven on Feb. 1, 2025, 
surrounded by his family.
 Anyone who knew Joe nev-
er had a bad thing to say about 
him. Admired by so many, he 
was known for his kindness, 
his willingness to help others, 
his common-sense leadership, 
and the incredible wisdom he 
shared with those around him.
 Joe grew up in Denver 
Harbor with his parents, Ar-
chie Bennett Sr. and Cecelia 
Marie Bennett, and his older 
brother, Archie Bennett Jr. 
Despite an almost 11-year 
age difference, the bond 
between the brothers was 
strong, with Joe following 
in some of his big brother’s 
footsteps — joining the mil-
itary and graduating from the 
University of Houston.
 A proud 1967 graduate 
of Stephen F. Austin High 
School, Joe soon met the love 
of his life, Peggy Quast. They 
built a beautiful life togeth-
er, sharing nearly 54 years 
of marriage fi lled with love, 
adventure and accomplish-
ments.
 Joe served honorably in 
the U.S. Navy, achieving the 
rank of petty offi cer second 
class in Interior Communi-
cations. In a time before air 
conditioning on ships, Joe’s 
quick wit and charm secured 
him a cot in the electrical 
room, the coolest spot on the 
vessel where he could “keep 
an eye” on the equipment 
overnight.
 His time at sea also saw 

him earn the distinguished 
title of Golden Shellback, a 
naval tradition awarded to 
sailors who cross the equator 
at the 180th meridian, also 
known as the International 
Date Line. He accomplished 
this feat twice.
 After his military service, 
Joe pursued higher educa-
tion, earning an associate de-
gree and a bachelor’s degree 
as part of the fi rst graduat-
ing class at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake in 1977. 
A devoted Houston Cougars 
fan, he enjoyed decades of 
attending games and hosting 
tailgate parties with family 
and friends.
 Joe and Peggy made their 
home in the Southbelt area 
of Houston for more than 
50 years before moving to 
Pearland in 2023. 
 A dedicated profession-
al, Joe, spent more than 30 
years with Basic Builders, a 
general contracting fi rm in 
Houston. He took great pride 
in working alongside his son, 
Travis Bennett, for more than 
15 years, completing numer-
ous successful projects to-
gether.
 Joe’s love for the outdoors 
and Texas traditions was ev-
ident in his decades-long 
involvement with the Salt 
Grass Trail Ride. He joined in 
1980, riding alongside Peggy 
and his sister-in-law, Bever-
ly Wilson Bennett (Smith). 
As assistant wagon boss for 
the Desperados for nearly 
40 years, he worked close-
ly with Beverly, who served 
as wagon boss. He even co-
wrote the Desperados signa-
ture song with Jack Wilson. 
Whether acting as camp boss, 
head cook, or taskmaster, Joe 
was a guiding force whose 
legacy will live on in the tra-
ditions and friendships he 
helped build.
 Cooking was another pas-
sion of Joe’s. He competed 
in cook-offs across Texas 
with his children, Mandy and 
Travis, as part of the Lazy B 
Cookers, and with his broth-
ers-in-law, Danny Batten 
and Albert McBride, on the 
In-Law Cookers, using a pit 
trailer they built together. 
His award-winning chili and 
beans earned him numerous 
trophies.

 Joe’s life was marked by 
acts of bravery and selfl ess-
ness. He saved lives in emer-
gencies by rescuing children 
from a burning car, perform-
ing CPR, and even defusing a 
pistol standoff until authori-
ties arrived.
 His dedication to the com-
munity extended beyond per-
sonal heroism. Joe played a 
pivotal role in the creation 
of the Southbelt Area Sports 
Association, securing fund-
ing and overseeing the con-
struction of the El Franco 
Lee Park Sports Complex, 
ensuring generations of local 
children would have a place 
to play. He also served on 
the board of directors for the 
Southeast Volunteer Fire De-
partment and president of the 
HOA board for many years. 
 Joe was instrumental in 
supporting his daughter, 
Mandy Bennett Niscavits, 
in developing her business, 
d’lish Catering, with Peggy’s 
unwavering support. Togeth-
er, they helped build her fi rst 
kitchen at The Shops Down-
town and played a key role in 
her business’s success over 
the last 20 years. Joe was 
also a top contributor to Man-
dy’s Girl Scout cookie sales; 
he served as president of the 
Southbelt Girls Softball As-
sociation and nearly wore 
burnt orange when Mandy’s 
team won the State Champi-
onship her senior year.
 In 2003, Joe and Peggy 
fulfi lled a lifelong dream, 
purchasing the Lazy B 
Ranch, a 70-acre haven in 
Hallettsville. With the help of 
family and friends, they built 
their home there, completing 
it in 2015. Joe loved nothing 
more than hosting friends, 
cooking meals, and riding the 
John Deere Gator on the trails 
with his granddaughters.
 Travel was another great 
joy for Joe and Peggy. They 
explored destinations includ-
ing Alaska, Hawaii, the Ca-
ribbean, Cabo and Scotland, 
often by cruise. A lover of 
music and celebration, Joe 
was the heart of many gath-
erings, always ready to lend 
a hand in making special 
events even more memorable. 
 In 2021, Joe was diag-
nosed with melanoma brain 
metastasis and multiple my-

eloma. His daughter, Mandy, 
became his fi erce advocate, 
navigating his medical jour-
ney, while Peggy stood by 
his side as his devoted care-
giver. His dear friend, Gloria 
Rottger, provided end-of-life 
care, and Joe cherished her 
deeply. He fought coura-
geously for nearly four years 
before his passing.
 Above all, Joe was a de-
voted family man. He trea-
sured every moment with 
his granddaughters, Simone 
Bennett and Logan Niscavits, 
creating unforgettable mem-
ories alongside Peggy, who 
shared in his joy.
 He is survived by his be-
loved wife; his daughter, 
Mandy Bennett Niscavits and 
her husband, Joseph Niscav-
its and their daughter, Logan 
Niscavits; and his son, Travis 
Bennett and his wife, Missy 
Bennett and their daughter, 
Simone Bennett. 
 He is preceded in death by 
his parents, and many of his 
Desperado friends and family. 
 Joe’s legacy of love, kind-
ness, and service contin-
ues through the family and 
friends he cherished.
 Visitation will be held 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 3 p.m. 
in the Beltway Chapel at 
Sagemont Church with me-
morial service and family 
gathering to follow.

Leader continues Year in Review
Continued from Page 1
Houston High School sci-
ence teachers, as well as 
two South Houston alum-
ni with career ties to space 
exploration, were among 
fi ve individuals selected for 
induction. The third alum-
nus to be honored, Michael 
Seale, Class of 1963, made 
his mark in the military as a 
master of material logistics – 
the science of moving things 
in inner space. The most re-
cent graduate in the bunch – 
Carla Thomas, Class of 1980 
– ranks as one of the na-
tion’s leading aviation pho-
tographers and as a valued 
member of NASA’s space 
support team based in Cali-
fornia. Brand Norman Grif-
fi n, Class of 1965, retired last 
year after a prominent career 
as a space futurist and space 
systems architect for various 
NASA contractors. The two 
science teachers chosen rep-
resent opposite ends of South 
Houston’s timeline. Amon 
Alford, who joined the facul-
ty in 1959 – shortly after the 
school opened – made na-
tional headlines in 1963 with 
a nutrition research study in-
volving students in his class-
es. Patrick Fox, joined the 
faculty ranks in 2000 and 
taught a wide range of popu-
lar courses until 2022, when 
he passed away suddenly. 
Fox was the husband of Dr. 
Mary Campbell-Fox, a well-

known family physician in 
the South Belt area. Of the 
fi ve new inductees, Seale, 
Alford and Fox are deceased. 
The new alumni inductees 
bring to 71 the total recog-
nized since the Hall of Hon-
or initiative was launched 
in 2011. The faculty Hall of 
Honor, established two years 
later, now has 42 inductees. 
The fi ve inductees were hon-
ored during homecoming ac-
tivities Friday, Sept. 20, as 
the Trojans played against 
Sam Rayburn Texans.

May 9
 Results from the local 
May 4 elections were tabulat-
ed with incumbents winning 
all races, when applicable. In 
the Clear Brook City MUD 
election, incumbent Chris 
Clark narrowly defeated 
challenger Yen Rabe, beating 
her by only one vote. At the 
end of the count – which was 
observed by representatives 
from both candidates – Clark 
received 312 votes to Rabe’s 
311 votes. In the Sagemead-
ow MUD election, incum-
bents David Montgomery and 
Glenn Williams maintained 
their positions, defeating 
challengers Chuck Miracle 
and Rene Benavides. Mont-
gomery received 58 votes; 
Williams received 60 votes; 
Miracle received 46 votes; 
and Benavides received 37 
votes. In the Sagemeadow 
MUD contest, the two can-

didates who receive the most 
votes will assume the board 
positions, as the challeng-
ers do not run for a specif-
ic seat. In the In the Clear 
Creek ISD board election, 
District 4 incumbent Jeff Lar-
son maintained his position, 
defeating challenger Albert 
Wittliff. Larson received 723 
votes to Wittliff’s 603 votes. 
In the contest to elect mem-
bers to a newly created board 
to oversee the Harris County 
Appraisal District, longtime 
South Belt resident Ericka 
McCrutcheon was success-
ful in her bid for the At-Large 
Place 3 position, receiving 
roughly twice as many votes 
as her closest competitor in 
the fi ve-candidate race. Mc-
Crutcheon received 22,231 
votes; J. Bill received 2,852 
votes; Amy Lacy received 
11,097 votes; Mark V. Golo-
by received 6,180 votes; and 
Pelumi Adeleke received 
11,466 votes. In the race for 
the HCAD At-Large Place 1 
seat, Kathy Blueford-Dan-
iels was victorious, narrow-
ly defeating opponent Bill 
R. Frazer. In the contest for 
the HCAD At-Large Place 2 
position, Kyle Scott handily 
won, receiving approximate-
ly twice as many votes as 
his closest competitor in the 
fi ve-candidate race.
 The Leader will continue 
its 2024 Year in Review in 
next week’s edition.

School board election filing to end
Deadline to appear on May 3 ballot is Feb.14

Continued from Page 1
Position 3 seat.
 And perennial candidate 
Yen Rabe fi led to challenge 
Phelan for his Position 4 seat.
 All positions are at large. 
Terms are four years.
 At press time, it remained 
unclear what was being done 
to fi ll the Position 7 seat re-
cently vacated by the death of 
longtime board member Vick-
ie Morgan late last year. Pas-
adena ISD offi cials said they 
were in discussions with the 
district’s legal team to soon 
come to a resolution on the 
matter.
 For additional information 
on Pasadena ISD’s 2025 elec-
tion, visit www.pasadenaisd.
org/60559_3.

Clear Creek ISD
 Voters in Clear Creek ISD 
will decide who will fi ll the 
District 1 position currently 
held by Jessica Cejka and the 

At Large Position B seat cur-
rently held by Scott Bowen.
 Both incumbents have 
fi led to seek re-election. Joe 
Macho has fi led to challenge 
Cejka for the District 1 po-
sition, and Rebecca Lilley 
(from Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital) has fi led 
to challenge Bowen for the 
At-Large Position B seat.
 Terms are three years 
each.
 To apply for a position on 
the ballot, interested individ-
uals may download the Can-
didate Application and Infor-
mation Packet at ccisd.net/
elections; pick up a packet in 
person at the Clear Creek ISD 
Education Support Center at 
2425 E. Main St. in League 
City; or request a packet by 
email to elections@ccisd.net.
 For additional information 
on Clear Creek ISD’s 2025 
election, visit ccisd.net/elec

tions.
San Jacinto College

 In the San Jacinto Col-
lege District, voters will se-
lect who will fi ll the Posi-
tion 3 seat vacated by Leader 
founder and longtime board 
member Marie Flickinger 
late last year shortly before 
her death. 
 At press time, Oscar Del 
Toro, Mariel Jimenez, Frank 
Ortiz, Salvador Serrano Jr. 
and Judy Harrison had fi led 
to run for the Position 3 seat.
 Also to be decided is who 
will serve in Position 4 seat 
currently held Larry Wilson.
 Wilson has fi led to main-
tain his position. At press 
time, he had no challengers.
 Terms are six years each.
 For additional information 
on San Jacinto College 2025 
election, visit www.sanjac.
edu/about/board-trustees/
board-election.

Acie Albert 
Bell Jr.

where he earned his Master 
of Divinity degree. He served 
as bus minister at First Bap-
tist Church, Pearland and 
First Baptist Church, Pasade-
na. Acie also served as pas-
tor of East Houston Baptist 
Church.
 Acie loved Cougar bas-
ketball, impressionist paint-
ers and taking his wife on 
impromptu trips to Gaido’s 
on the Seawall. As an am-
ateur painter himself, Acie 
loved visiting museums 
across Texas. His favorite 
place to visit was San Anto-
nio and the surrounding riv-
ers and waterways.
 Acie was the most proud 
of his family. He is survived 
by his wife, Linda, his sons 
Michael Bell and wife Luci, 
Mathew Bell and wife Kris-
ti, and Jeffrey Bell and wife, 
Shelby. He is also survived 
by the lights of his life, his 
grandchildren, Margaret, 
Ruby, Katherine and Alexan-
der Bell. He never missed a 
program, a game, a birthday 
or any celebration of these 
children.
 Acie will be missed but 
not forgotten by his loving 
family and friends. There 
will be a memorial service for 
Acie on Feb. 22, at Sagemont 
Church. The service will be 
at 11 a.m. in the Beltway 
Chapel at Sagemont Church.

many awards, medals, and 
citations including the Navy 
and Marine Corps Achieve-
ment Medal (two), the Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal, 
the National Defense Service 
Medal (two), the Southwest 
Asia Service Medal, the Sea 
Service Deployment Rib-
bon (three), and was recog-
nized as an Enlisted Surface 
Warfare Specialist. After 
his military career, he used 
his training in working with 
the Department of Defense 
(MARMC, Norfolk, Va.) as a 
shipbuilding specialist.
 Troy loved to go camp-
ing with his wife, friends and 
dogs Monster and Storm. He 
also loved to barbecue bris-
ket and smoke turkey for ev-
ery get together with family 
and friends. He was a Hous-
ton Astros, Dallas Cowboys 
and NASCAR fan. He would 
help anyone in need and was 
always the fi rst one to say, 
“They need help, let’s go.” 
 He was preceded in death 
by his father, Troy V. Wheel-
er Sr. and uncle Clarence 
Wieters.
 He is survived by his 
mother Erlene Wheeler of 
Houston; wife, Heather Ann 
Huda Wheeler of North Car-
olina; two sisters, Roxanne 
Wheeler of Houston and Mi-
chelle Wheeler Rother (hus-
band, Brock) of McDade; 
nieces Anna and Lara; a 
nephew, Gus; Aunt Lonette 
Wieters and cousin Terri 
Blankenship of LaVernia and 
his in-laws, Dr. Brian D. and 
Maryann Huda of Monroe, 
Conn. as well other relatives, 
friends and co-workers.
 A Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held Saturday, 
Feb. 22, at 11 a.m. at South 
Main Baptist Church, 4300 
East Sam Houston Parkway 
South, Pasadena, TX 77505.
 A military honors service 
celebrating his life will be 
held Friday, April 4, at 10 
a.m. at Albert G. Horton, Jr. 
Memorial Veterans Ceme-
tery, 5310 Milners Road, Suf-
folk, Va. 23434.
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Need emergency care? 
Visit houstonmethodist.org/er to find emergency care near you.  
If you are experiencing a serious or life-threatening medical 
emergency, please call 911.

LEADING
EMERGENCY 
CARE  
in Clear Lake 24/7

Don’t Ignore Your Symptoms 
It’s important to know where to go when unexpected injuries or illnesses occur.

Whether you have a minor emergency or a life-threatening one, Houston Methodist provides 
state-of-the-art emergency care 24/7/365 to patients of all ages. We offer:

• Board-certified emergency doctors

• On-site laboratory

• Full-service X-ray, CT and ultrasound

• Private treatment rooms

• Admission to Houston Methodist Clear 
Lake Hospital, if needed
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HOUSTON METHODIST
CLEAR LAKE HOSPITAL

Deer Park

League City

Houston Methodist Emergency Departments

Houston Methodist Emergency Care Centers
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Nicole

45 years ago (1980)
 South Belters living in 
Houston city limits were sur-
prised to learn that they lived in 
Zone C, the cheapest National 
Flood Insurance zone.
 Pasadena Independent 
School District board voted to 
assess property at 100 percent 
of its value, instead of the pre-
vious 80 percent.

40 years ago (1985)
 Houston Fire Department 
Station 70 opened on Beamer, 
and fi refi ghters moved into the 
new station.

35 years ago (1990)
 The jury in the Slaughter vs. 
Monsanto case absolved Mon-
santo of any liability regarding 
the Brio waste dump. Close to 
$350 million in damages was 
being sought by 222 plaintiffs.
 The Committee for Good 
Schools, made up of commu-
nity watchdogs, encouraged 
a “no” vote on the upcoming 
Pasadena Independent School 
bond issue.
 Thompson Intermediate 
principal Vicki Thomas pro-
moted a sense of school spir-
it and self-achievement by 
starting the “BUG” (Bring Up 
Grades) Club for her 950 stu-
dents.
 Meador Elementary was 
chosen to conduct a pilot pro-
gram which would allow each 
student to use a computer on a 
daily basis.

30 years ago (1995)
 Leader publisher Marie 
Flickinger received 90.5 per-
cent of the votes cast at Dobie 
High School for San Jacinto 
College District’s board of re-
gents Position 3. 
 Dobie High School’s Aca-
demic Decathlon Team would 
be among 40 large schools 
competing at Clear Creek High 
School.
 The Pasadena Independent 
School District board unveiled 
a facilities plan that could lead 
to a $44.86 million bond elec-
tion in the fall.
 Merchants along Scarsdale 
Boulevard were alerted that 
a contractor had been telling 
some that they had been an-
nexed by the city, when in fact 
they had not.

25 years ago (2000)
 The Pasadena Independent 
School District’s $200 million 
bond issue was approved by 88 
percent of the voters.
 Minh Pham, three-year Do-
bie varsity football letter win-
ner on the line, was selected to 
the 5A academic all-state team.

20 years ago (2005)
 The city council for the 
city of League City did not ap-

prove an interlocal agreement 
which would have provided 
infrastructure to build CCISD’s 
fourth high school.
 A previous article in the 
Leader resulted in the newspa-
per offi ce being deluged with 
telephone calls informing the 
staff of illegal gaming oper-
ations in the South Belt area. 
One location in a shopping 
center on Hughes at Beamer 
removed gaming machines and 
closed its doors for business.

15 years ago (2010)
  Eighth-grade Thompson 
student Alexander Mays won 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District’s annual spell-
ing bee, allowing him to 
advance to the citywide 
Houston PBS Spelling Bee. 
Mays won the competition by 
successfully spelling the word, 
toucan.

10 years ago (2015)
 A homeless man was arrest-
ed for starting a Feb. 13 fi re that 
destroyed a storage building at 
the Quba Islamic Institute on 
Dixie Farm Road. Darryl Fer-
guson, 55, was charged with 
fi rst-degree felony arson. The 
incident garnered national me-

dia attention, as many suspect-
ed it to be a hate crime. Fergu-
son, however, said the fi re was 
unintentional.

5 years ago (2020)
 A softball coach and hit-
ting instructor with ties to the 
South Belt community was 
arrested in Brazoria County by 
Pearland police Feb 13. Carlos 
Morgan, 59, was charged with 
indecent assault after allegedly 
touching an underage female 
player in an inappropriate man-
ner. Morgan had reportedly 
coached and instructed several 
girls connected with the local 
softball community and Dobie 
High School.

1 year ago (2024)
 A male suspect was sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison 
for the 2022 murder of Ste-
phen Johnson, whose body 
was found wrapped inside the 
closet of an apartment unit in 
the 1300 block of Redford near 
Edgebrook and the Gulf Free-
way. Zachary Charles Douglas 
pleaded guilty to the murder, 
court records indicate. While 
Johnson’s body was found 
Oct. 3, 2022, investigators be-
lieve he was killed more than 

a month earlier on or around 
Aug. 21. According to Hous-
ton Police department offi cials, 
employees at the apartment 
complex at the above address 
noticed a foul odor and fl ies 
near the door of an apartment. 
Offi cers were called and gained 
entry to the apartment. During 
a search of the apartment, a 
male’s decomposed body was 
found wrapped in blankets, 
inside a closet. An autopsy 
revealed Johnson died due to 
blunt force trauma. An inves-
tigation determined Douglas to 
be the shooter, and in 2023, he 
was charged with murder. At 
the time the charge was fi led, 
Douglas was already in jail on 
an unrelated charge, having 
been arrested in January 2023. 
Douglas’ motive for the murder 
remains unclear. HPD in 2022 
deemed The Redford apart-
ment complex a “hot spot” for 
violent crime, with at least 13 
shootings being reported that 
year – fi ve of which being fa-
tal. The week before Johnson’s 
body was discovered, there was 
a fi re at the apartment complex, 
with badly burned human re-
mains found inside one unit. 

The blaze was part of a lengthy 
arson investigation.
 Dobie High School an-
nounced its 2024 Class of Hall 
of Honor inductees, honoring 
four alumni and one former 
faculty member. Now in its 
12th year, the Hall of Honor 
recognizes graduates who have 
made signifi cant contributions 
to the community and serve 
as role models for current and 
future students. Alumni mem-
bers to be inducted into the 
Hall of Honor included Mike 
Spencer, Class of 1981; Laurie 
Baker, Class of 1982; Michelle 
Manzanales, Class of 1993; 
and Devona Fanfair, Class of 
2003. Former Dobie teacher 
Ann Brannen was the lone fac-
ulty member to be selected as a 
2024 inductee into the hall. The 
group was offi cially inducted at 
a ceremony held at the school 
Feb. 23.
 A well-rounded student, 
Spencer played on the basket-
ball team, served on Student 
Council and worked as a pho-
tographer for the school paper. 
He was also a member of the 
varsity track team, setting a 
district high jump record. He 

attended San Jac on a track 
scholarship and was named 
an All-State Decathlete. Spen-
cer began his career in dance 
in 1989 at Fred Astaire Dance 
Studios in Houston. In a very 
short time, he won Top Teach-
er awards at local, regional, 
and national competitions. 
He began competing profes-
sionally in 1992. He and his 
former partner won many lo-
cal and regional competitions 
and three national champion-
ships. He retired from dancing 
in 2002 to focus on teaching, 
coaching, and judging. He has 
coached and trained a dozen 
dancers that became National 
and World Champions. Spen-
cer came out of retirement in 
2017, going on to win the 2018 
National Championship and 
was named World Champi-
on in 2019 and 2023. Spencer 
was inducted into the Ameri-
can Country Dance Associa-
tion Hall of Fame. His world 
travels with dance competi-
tions have given him opportu-
nities outside of dance. Today, 
he does print modeling and has 
worked as a stunt man and cho-
reographer in the fi lm industry. 

DEAN CELEBRATES AN ANNIVERSARY
 Congratulations are in order for Dean 
Baier and his wife Barb as they celebrate the 
four years of their marriage. Dean and Barb 
married Feb. 13, 2021. Here’s to many more 
wonderful years of marriage.

JADE CELEBRATES 17TH BIRTHDAY
 Special happy birthday wishes are sent to 
Jade Elizabeth Scarberry who turns 17 years 
old Tuesday, Feb. 18. Hugs and kisses are sent 
to her from dad Austin, wife Tiffany and little 
sister Lily Scarberry; mom Nicole Scarberry; 
grandparents Jannie and Robert Scarberry, 
former longtime South Belt residents; aunts 
Jenny Hayes and Stacey Flowers; uncles 
Stephen Flowers, Joey Hayes and Tyler 
Scarberry; and cousins Brayden and Baylee 
Espinosa, Olivia Moreno and Kennedy, 
Owen and Evie Flowers. Jade’s parents are 
both Dobie High School graduates.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Feb. 13 through Feb. 19.

Atkinson Elementary
 The day for a party for Diana Trevino is 
Feb. 14. Send a birthday greeting Feb. 17 to 
Ludivina Perez.

Burnett Elementary
 Remember to wish Carla Reyes a happy 
birthday Feb. 13. 

a wonderful birthday on Feb. 13. The day for 
birthday balloons and party favors for Wil-
lard Joiner is Feb. 16. The day for a party for 
Sebrina Roy is Feb. 17.Send birthday greet-
ings on Feb. 18 to Mariah Maya and Ree-
ma Shaukat. Light the birthday candles on 
Feb. 19 for Kellen Fernandez and Jessica 
Priestley. 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Feb. 13: Celeste Beaty, Trisha 
Waguespack, Cristi Skerrett and Randy 
Harms; and Friday, Feb. 14: Cathi Brock-
man and Jon Baker. Saturday, Feb. 15: Mark 
Wilson, Laura Allison, Gene Cearnal and 
Kelley Huebner; Monday, Feb. 17: Jeannie 
Nelson, Monica Gonzales, Dawn Arm-
strong, Jeri Joslin, Donn Reichelt, Russell 
Janacek and Susan Slater. Tuesday, Feb. 
18: Sonja Britt, Jason Jaeger, Leslie Barr, 
Sterling Washington, Rose Pena, Tianne 
Bernal, LeRoy Peters, Shana Kiser, Daer 
Platt, Valerie Chavez and Troy  Taormina; 
and Wednesday, Feb. 19: Jason Minck, Da-
laina Rounsavall-Harris, Patricia Doran and 
Ryan Mint.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south-
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication. 
For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line.

Bush Elementary
 Party with Aide Buenrostro on her birth-
day Feb. 18.

Genoa Elementary
 The day for a party for Summer Bradley is 
Feb. 18.

Hancock Elementary
 Maritza De La Garza enjoys a birthday 
Feb. 15.

Meador Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Natalie 
Aviles Feb. 15. Feb. 16 is the day for a fun 
celebration for Tania Castillo. 

Moore Elementary
 Join in on the birthday fun Feb. 18 for 
Ashley Evans.

South Belt Elementary
 Celebrating a birthday Feb. 19 is Amber 
Morris, school principal.

Melillo Middle School
 The day for a birthday cake for Gabrielle 
Creagh is Feb. 14.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Birthday wishes are in order on Feb. 15 for 
Barbara Henderson.

Thompson Intermediate
 Heidi Applegate enjoys a birthday Feb. 13. 
Selena Dela Fuente celebrates a birthday 
Feb. 17.

Dobie High
 Holly Peel and Alexyss Salguero enjoys 

Spencer currently resides in Bi-
loxi, Mississippi with his wife, 
Celeste, where he volunteers in 
his community to teach dance 
to elementary students. He has 
one son and two grandchildren. 
 While at Dobie, Baker was 
a cheerleader in her junior and 
senior year. She represented 
GSL for three years and was an 
active member in the Key Club, 
JETS and NHS. Baker was a 
Trailblazer and was selected as 
a Rotarian. She was a member 
of Longhorn Council all four 
years and a member of the 
volleyball team. Today, Bak-
er is executive vice president 
and chief operating offi cer of 
Camden Property Trust. Baker 
is responsible for the oversight 
and strategy of Camden’s port-
folio operations and investment 
funds. During her 30 plus years 
with Camden, Baker has held 
several positions including 
senior vice president of Fund 
and Asset Management. Baker 
served as the executive spon-
sor for Camden’s technology 
initiative during the 2000s, 
which included $10 million in 
technology investments and 
the roll out of Camden’s web-
based property management 
software, revenue management 
and several web-based solu-
tions. Before joining Camden, 
Baker was vice president at 
Walden Residential Proper-
ties and spent nine years at the 
Howard Hughes Medical Insti-
tute in Chevy Chase, Md. She 
holds an MBA in fi nance from 
George Washington University 
and a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration from Sam 
Houston State University. She 
serves on the board of directors 
executive committee for the 
National Multifamily Housing 
Council, is vice chair of ULI’s 
Multifamily Council and a fre-
quent speaker in the multifami-
ly industry. Baker was the 2016 
president of CREW Network, 
a past president of CREW 
Houston and was honored as 
one of the Top 15 Women in 
Commercial Real Estate in 
Houston. She is a licensed real 
estate broker in the state of 
Texas and was recognized by 
Real Estate Forum as a Wom-
en of Infl uence in 2014, 2015, 
2016 and 2022. She received 
the 2022 Individual Corporate 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Award and received the Tex-
as Executive Women on the 
Move Award for her efforts to 
improve leadership success for 
women and people of color.
 During her time at Dobie 
High School, Manzanales was 
a cheerleader, lettered track 

and fi eld triple jumper, as 
well as honor student d. Now 
based in New York City, she is 
a critically acclaimed choreog-
rapher, sought after dance ed-
ucator and a co-founder of the 
Latinx Dance Educators Alli-
ance. Manzanales graduated 
from the University of Hous-
ton with a BBA in fi nance and 
spent more than a decade danc-
ing professionally in Houston 
and Chicago before moving 
to New York. She served for 
seven seasons as the rehearsal 
director and artistic associate 
of Ballet Hispánico, a 50+ year 
institution recognized as one 
of America’s Cultural Trea-
sures by the Ford Foundation. 
In addition to her leadership 
role at Ballet Hispánico, Man-
zanales has been named the 
2024 Cecil H. and Ida Green 
Honors chair for the School 
for Classical and Contempo-
rary Dance at Texas Christian 
University. She has been an 
invited panelist for Teacher’s 
College, Columbia Universi-
ty’s International Symposium 
and has presented lectures at 
the New York State Dance 
Education Association, Man-
zanales has served on the fac-
ulty and/or been a guest artist 
at numerous studios, schools, 
and college dance programs 
nationwide and international-
ly. Her choreography has been 
featured at Lincoln Center 
and the New York City Center 
Dance Festival. She has also 
set choreographies for many 
programs, including Rice Uni-
versity, Rutgers University, 
New World School of the Arts, 
Montclair State University and 
San Jacinto College South. She 
has also served multiple terms 
on the National Association of 
Schools of Dance’s Committee 
on Ethics, and as a juror for 
numerous dance programs, no-
table the Ailey BFA program’s 
Independent Study in Cho-
reography and the American 
College Dance Association.
 Fanfair’s journey spans 
from high school track and 
fi eld achievements to pio-
neering success in the startup 
world. With a high school tri-
ple jump best of 50’5”, Fanfair 
held the ninth furthest jump in 
Texas history for more than a 
decade and secured state run-
ner-up titles in both 2002 and 
2003. His athletic prowess 
extended to the international 
stage, representing the United 
States on the Pan American 
Team in 2003.Transitioning 
from a standout athlete to a 
leader at Rice University, Fan-
fair captained the team to an 

outdoor championship victo-
ry in 2004 while consistently 
achieving top-four fi nishes at 
conference championships. 
Armed with a mechanical engi-
neering degree and recognized 
as a National Science Founda-
tion Fellow, he embarked on an 
entrepreneurial path. Currently, 
as the co-founder of Devland, 
Fanfair drives a venture studio 
and fund, catalyzing the suc-
cess of startups led by women 
and people of color, with a total 
value of $85 million. His com-
mitment extends to running 
accelerators nationwide and 
building programs to support 
minority founders, particularly 
in Tulsa, Okla., to rejuvenate 
the city’s entrepreneurial spirit. 
Fanfair has been married to his 
wife Danielle for 13 years, and 
the couple have an 8-year-old 
daughter named Sage.
 Brannen was there when 
Dobie opened its doors and 
then stayed for 22 years as an 
English and journalism teach-
er, as well as adviser for both 
the Chaparral and Roundup 
publications. Under her guid-
ance, her journalism students 
were regular winners of local 
and state awards, including 
many all-state and UIL awards. 
Brannen was serious about 
making sure they knew the 
history of Dobie High School. 
Her “Know Your School” 
activity required them to go 
out to explore and learn facts 
about the high school and its 
history. While she was teach-
ing the basics of journalism 
or yearbook layout, she was 
also teaching business skills 
as she sent students out to sell 
ads. She was instilling tenacity 
when she sent student report-
ers to interview school or dis-
trict leaders. She was making 
sure her students were unafraid 
to set goals and then work to 
achieve them. Brannen was 
unrelenting in her quest to help 
students reach their full poten-
tial. Often, it wasn’t restricted 
to students in her classes. She 
seemed to know every student 
in the halls of Dobie and prob-
ably their parents as well. Even 
now, decades later, several of 
her former students remain in 
her orbit. She raised two Long-
horns of her own – Jeff and 
Amber (also a Dobie teacher) 
– and has fi ve grandchildren. 
Today, Brannen works in the 
insurance business. She is still 
an active in the community 
with the South Belt Chamber 
of Commerce. She is fondly 
remembered by many former 
students as “the teacher who 
made a difference.”

Thompson Lions observe Chinese New Year

Thompson Intermediate School celebrated Chinese New Year. Pictured, 
left to right, are Jayleen Lam, Chanelle Phan, Alice Lam, Annie Nguyen, 

Ethan Nguyen, Alexander Buntaer, Simon Nguyen, Jocelynn Thach, Lau-
ren Tran, Kim Tran, Ruby (Ngoc) Hyunh and Christina Vu.

South Belt names Super Steers of the month

South Belt Elementary announced their super steers 
for the month of January. The pictured students were 
chosen by their teachers, based on their ability to dis-
play the character trait of the month: honesty. Left 
to right, are (fi rst row) Christian Nguyen, Liam Ho, 
(second row) Adrian Salinas, Aiden Williams, Easton 
Chacon, Emma Nguyen, Greyson Padilla, Joseph 
Saldana, Cosette Bekkers, Carter Chitwood, Valen-

Stuchbery Elementary celebrates Lunar New Year

Stuchbery Elementary School celebrated Lunar New Year. Pictured 
from, left to right, are (front row) Jonathan Nguyen, Kingston Nguy-
en, Kingsley Wysinger, Brianna Le, Jacyln Pham, Anna Nguyen (middle 

row) Kristen Nguyen, Andy Le, Rex Puy, Kathy Nguyen (back row) Alex 
Nguyen, Jaylan Tran, Victoria Vo, Eric Le, Hoang To, Jenny Pham, Vy 
Le, Helen Tran, Elias Ziad, Bryan Hua and Quyen Nguyen.

Stuchbery recognizes Stallions of the month

Stuchbery Elementary School has recognized the stu-
dents pictured as their Stallions of the month for Janu-
ary for showing fairness. Pictured, left to right, are (fi rst 
row) Ian Ondicho, Anna Nguyen, Isabella Hernandez, 
Zenaida Mejia, Milania Sanchez, Sofi a Martinez, Aliah 
Rosales, David Borders, Karter Myers, Marco Cervantes, 
(second row) Izzabella Ross, Micah Samaniego, Valentina 
Moreno, Aliyah Quintero, Gabriel Garcia, Taliah Kam-

tina Sanchez, Hidayah Bandeli, (third row) Mjara 
Domingo, Brooklyn Trinh, Matilda Sok, Evelyn Sal-
dana, Charlotte Bullin, Ryan Musawi, Leo Gonzales, 
Juliana Gonzales, Analia Posadas, Daniel Castaneda, 
(fourth row) Rhett Sullivan, Skyla Duncan, Jaxon 
Miller, Emilio Mata, Landon Cancino, Kaila Espino-
za, Devyn Nguyen, Julia Nguyen, Caleb Banda and 
Khloe Nguyen.

au, Elizabeth Ramirez, Alyssa Valdez (school counselor), 
(third row) Tamara Kamau, Alexa Silva, Dante Segovia, 
Daniel Borne, Jordan Brown, Natalia Sorto, (fourth row) 
Nicole Torres, Adamari Echeverria, Nora McMullin, 
Nayelie Dotson and Elias Gomez. Not pictured are Re-
nata Nunez, Londyn Lopez, Damien Arizmendez, Caro-
lyn Ponce, Kristin Nguyen, Nicholai Valadez, Cameron 
Baines, Francisco Amezcua and Khalessi Beltran.
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/2/25.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
School-age Program 
(Kindergarten and Up)

We pick up from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, and  
Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
Ask about our 
Introductory 
Specials

Join our martial arts family today!
Longhorns’ track programs
start fast at Kethan Relays
 The Dobie track and 
field programs will be 
co-hosts of the Brown Re-
lays Feb. 14 at Auxiliary 
Stadium in Pasadena as 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District presents 
its longstanding meet in-
volving both varsity boys’ 
and girls’ programs from 
across the Houston area.
 The early session at the 
Brown Relays begins at 
11 a.m. with the distance 
medley relay. The field 
events will also take center 
stage, including the pole 
vault, triple jump, high 
jump, discus, long jump 
and shot put. 
 The running portion of 
the meet begins at 1 p.m., 
with the boys’ and girls’ 
3,200 kicking off things 
and the 4x400 relay wrap-
ping up things. 
 The Longhorns are en-
couraged about the pos-
sibilities at the Brown 

al behind Clear Lake ju-
nior Jayla Aldridge, who 
won the event at 18-3. Do-
bie’s Aniya Menefee was 
fourth at 16-1. 
 As for the 400, Clear 
Creek’s Omolade Dada 
was the gold medalist at 
58.38 seconds while lead-
ing the Wildcats to the 
overall team champion-
ship. 
 Harris clocked in at 
1:01.82 for second place. 
Garza, who has signed to 
run collegiately at South-
eastern Oklahoma State 
University beginning this 
fall, took third place for a 
bronze medal in the 800 at 
2:28.58, with sophomore 
teammate Christina Ro-
driguez fifth and a time of 
2:32.50. 
 At the 1600 distance, 
Garza posted a time of 
5:37.75 for another bronze 
medal, with sophomore

Continued on Page 8

Relays after a solid sea-
son-opening performance 
at the Kethan Relays Feb. 
7 in Deer Park.
 Seniors Stacie Harris 
and Lauren Garza led the 
way for the Dobie varsity 
girls at Deer Park, with 
Harris earning silver med-
als in the 400 and long 
jump events and Garza 
collecting bronze medals 
in the 800 and 1600 runs. 
 Harris was also part of 
Dobie’s 4x200 relay squad 
that captured third place 
and bronze medals in the 
event. 
 Overall, it was an out-
standing debut for the 
Longhorns, who finished 
third in the team stand-
ings. 
 A regional qualifier in 
the long jump as a junior 
in 2024, Harris turned 
in a top effort of 17 feet, 
10 inches at the Kethans, 
picking up the silver med-

Boys’ basketball postseason
in focus as bidistrict nears
 As the Leader reported 
last week, the District 22-
6A and District 24-6A var-
sity boys’ basketball play-
off seeds were set heading 
into the final night of the 
regular season Feb. 11 af-
ter press time.
 In 22-6A, the undefeat-
ed Shadow Creek Sharks 
were a home game victory 
away from finishing a per-
fect 16-0 run to the league 
championship and will 
represent the district as the 
top seed in the Division 2 

occupying the second seed 
out of 22-6A in the Divi-
sion 2 field. 
 As for the District 24-
6A alignment, league 
champion Clear Springs 
will be the top seed in 
the Division 1 postseason 
lineup, with second-place 
Dickinson set to take the 
No. 2 spot in the Division 
1 field. 
 The respective Division 
2 playoff seeds will be 
Clear Falls and Clear Lake 
when the postseason gets 
underway Feb. 17.

bracket when the postsea-
son commences Feb. 17.
 Pearland, at 13-2, 
was locked into the sec-
ond-place position and 
will head into the Division 
1 postseason bracket as 
the top seed out of 22-6A.
 South Houston held a 
one-game lead over Pas-
adena Memorial with a 
single game remaining. In 
terms of the postseason, 
the Mavericks will be the 
No. 2 seed in the Division 
1 bracket, with the Trojans 

Key returnees lead Dobie softball
 A trio of proven starting 
pitchers, two district post-
season award winners and 
a four-year middle infield 
starter combine to lead the 
way among as many as 13 
returnees as the Dobie var-
sity girls’ softball team has 
started the 2025 regular 
season.
 The Longhorns opened 
the season Feb. 10 at 
Clear Brook after press 
time and will be part of 
an impressive field at the 
three-day National Fast-
pitch Coaches Association 
Leadoff Classic in Bryan 
Feb. 13-15 before 22-6A 
play begins Feb. 18 as part 
of whirlwind eight-day 
stretch for the locals.
 With a newcomer-
to-the-league foursome 
of programs headed by 
Pearland and Dawson, the 
upcoming 22-6A race to 
the postseason figures to 
present a challenge on a 
nightly basis. Yet as vet-
eran head coach Robin 
Rackley welcomes back a 
lineup stacked with prov-
en performers,  the Long-
horns should very much be 
up to the task.

Coronado had a solid 
freshman season as she 
capitalized on her oppor-
tunities in the circle and 
has proven to be yet an-
other option on the pitch-
ing staff.
 Senior and four-year 
starting middle infielder 
Leslie Sarduy signed with 
Midland College earlier 
this month and is set to 
lead the Longhorns out 
onto the field. 
 Persephone Soria put 
together a tremendous 
freshman season in 2024 
as she was the 22-6A 
Rookie of the Year after 
leading Dobie in numer-
ous offensive categories.
 Chloe Nunez, now a ju-
nior, was the Utility Player 
of the Year in the 22-6A 
ranks last season, and ju-
nior infielder Natalie De 
Hoyos is yet another re-
turning first team All- Dis-
trict performer.   
 Viviana Fernandez is 
back for her senior season 
after she was also a 22-6A 
first team honoree in 2024.
 “We really like this 
group and feel like we 
can have a lot of success 

 “We have at least 13 
players that we can turn to 
that we feel like can do a 
great job out there for us,” 
Rackley said. 
 “I don’t know that 
we’re going to have a ton 
of power, but I feel like we 
have a lot of team speed 
and we are going to be 
able to get around the bas-
es and hopefully use key 
hits to score. 
 “We also have three 
solid pitching options 
back who have already 
shown what they can do at 
this level, so we’re excit-
ed to get out there and get 
started.” 
 Among the pitchers, ju-
nior Vanessa De La Fuen-
te earned 22-6A first team 
All-District honors as she 
was 7-6 with three saves 
and a 3.37 earned run av-
erage over 24 total appear-
ances in 2024.
 Jackie Peralta, a How-
ard Payne University sign-
ee, was a second team all 
district selection in 2024 
and has pitched in a ton of 
big games for the Long-
horns. 
 Sophomore Khloe 

out there on the field this 
year,” Rackley said. 
 “Despite some of the 
uneven weather, we were 
able to get out there on the 
dirt quite a bit, and we got 
it all of our scrimmages in 
so I really feel good going 
into the season.  
 “I wish we weren’t 
starting district as early as 
we are, but it’s a necessi-
ty given how many teams 
we have in the district this 
year.  
 “I think our kids are go-
ing to come out ready to 
play,  and we are excited 
to see what they can do in 
live games.”

JFD grad Davis honored at Alvin
 Dobie High School Class of 2017 graduate Jere-
my Davis, currently in his first season as a tight ends 
coach on the Alvin High School varsity football 
coaching staff and also an assistant boys’ basketball 
coach with the Yellowjackets, has been recognized as 
the Rookie Teacher of the Year at Alvin. Davis was a 
three-year varsity performer in both sports at Dobie 
and made collegiate stops at Missouri Southern State 
and Lamar as a tight end.

LSA’s Smith reaches milestone
 Lutheran South Academy varsity boys’ soccer star 
Brody Smith scored his 100th career goal Feb. 6 in 
the Pioneers’ game against Second Baptist, with LSA 
winning 4-3.

CB’s McCalister joins TSU FB
 Clear Brook High School graduate Cameron Mc-
Calister has announced via X that he has signed with 
Texas Southern University to join the Tigers’ football 
program. McCalister, a former two-year left-handed 
starting quarterback with the Wolverines, played the 
2024 season at Independence Community College, 
splitting time at quarterback. Overall, McCalister was 
24 of 56 through the air with three touchdown tosses 
and five interceptions. He will have three years of eli-
gibility remaining at TSU.

Brook girls’ hoops advances
The Clear Brook varsity girls’ basketball team advanc-
es within the Class 6A Division 2 playoff bracket, de-
feating Humble 49-42 Feb. 10 at South Houston High 
School. The Wolverines, winners of 32 overall games 
this season, have advanced to the area layoff round 
to face either Manvel or Fort Bend Austin,  now led 
by former Dobie head coach Jasmine Hartman. Else-
where in the bidistrict round prior to press time, 24-6A 
champion Dickinson was eliminated by North Shore, 
56-48, in the Division 1 bracket. Pearland of District 
22-6A defeated Ridge Point, 47-32 in a Division I 
bidistrict game.

Dobie senior track standout Stacie Harris earned silver medals in the 400 and 
long jump events and Lauren Garza collected bronze medals in the 800 and 
1600 runs. Harris was also part of Dobie’s 4x200 relay squad that captured 
third place and bronze medals in the event. 

San Jac baseball wins five of seven
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball team has 
won five of seven games 
through the first two 
weeks of the National Ju-
nior College Athletic As-
sociation season following 
a challenging weekend at 

University 10-1 Feb. 5 to 
get to 4-0. 
 The Ravens opened 
the Tournament of Cham-
pions event Feb. 7 with a 
3-1 loss to Seminole State 
college but then bounced 
back to shut out Wabash 
Valley college 8-0. In the 
tournament finale, the Ra-
vens suffered an 11-2 loss 
to New Mexico Junior 
College. 
 The locals will return 
to action Feb. 14, hosting 
Grayson College in a dou-
ble header beginning at 2 
p.m. in Houston. 
 In the Feb. 5 win over 
Monroe, second baseman 
Rafael Furcal Jr. contin-
ued his torrid start to the 

Continued on Page 8

the Tournament of Cham-
pions at Andy Pettitte Park 
in Houston. 
 The Ravens opened the 
season with a three-game 
sweep of Baton Rouge 
Community College and 
then defeated Monroe 

At right, Manuel 
Moreno Jr. shows off 
his new hardware as 
the 2025 recipient 
of the United States 
Tennis Association’s 
prestigious Texas 
Lloyd Sessions Edu-
cational Merit Award 
during the USTA’s 
awards luncheon 
Feb. 8. Established 
in 1973, the Sessions 
honor annually rec-
ognizes an individual 
who is committed to 
the growth of junior 
tennis in Texas. More-
no also won the award 
in 2020. Moreno is in 
his 46th year as a high 
school tennis instruc-
tor, including the past 
26 at Dobie.

Dobie at
NFCAs

Feb. 13-15

Dobie at
Manvel
Feb. 18

At left, Dobie Varsity soft-
ball standout Persephone 
Soria is shown in 2024 
during a terrific debut sea-
son at the varsity level that 
saw her honored as the Dis-
trict 22-6A Freshman of 
the Year. She and her team-
mates got off to a rousing 
start to the 2025 campaign, 
winning 16-5 in just five 
frames in the regular season 
opener at Clear Brook Feb. 
10. In the game, Soria went 
2 for 3, scoring three runs 
and driving in three more. 
Vanessa De La Fuente dou-
bled and knocked in three 
runs, and Jackie Peralta 
also doubled while knocking 
in three runs. Alexis Mar-
tinez, Amaya Corona and 
Gabby Ramirez all drove in 
two runs each.
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.

THE EXPERIENCE  
YOU NEED.  

THE NAME YOU TRUST.

281-464-SOLD (7653)

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  316 W. NASA PARKWAY

League City • 281-334-2175  2951 MARINA BAY DR. STE. 150
Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Lunch Specials
Dine in • To-Go • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials
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Springs’ court
now honors

CCISD legend
At far right, Pam 
Crawford addresses at-
tendees Feb. 8 at Clear 
Springs High School 
prior to a varsity boys’ 
basketball game be-
tween the Knights and 
Clear Brook as the 
hardwood was offi cial-
ly named Pam Craw-
ford Court.

The main basketball 
court at Clear Springs 
High School will now 
forever be known as 
Pam Crawford Court, 
honoring the longtime 
varsity girls’ basket-
ball coaching legend 
who won more than 
700 career games,  pri-
marily during stops at 
both Clear Brook and 
Clear Springs High 
School.

 Bob Cobb Field, Krueger Field House and Lynn McDonald Court at Clear Lake High School. Vir-
ginia Butler Gymnasium, Carlisle Field House and (Jim) Mallory Field at Clear Creek High School.
Clear Creek ISD’s two oldest high schools have long immortalized some of their most prestigious 
head coaches by naming athletic facilities in their honor. Now, Clear Springs High School is joined 
in, honoring legendary varsity girls’ basketball head coach Pam Crawford. The Knights’ varsity boys’ 
basketball team took on Clear Brook in an afternoon contest Feb. 8 at Clear Springs, defeating the 
Wolverines to offi cially secure the 24-6A championship. Prior to the game, Clear Creek ISD superin-

tendent Dr. Karen Engle was joined by a host of district dignitaries, former coaches and plenty of fans 
as the hardwood offi cially became Pam Crawford Court. Crawford, a high school legend in Louisiana 
as a player, began her head coaching career with a brief stop at Crosby, taking her fi nal team to the 
state tournament. Crawford then spent the remainder of her illustrious career at fi rst Clear Brook and 
then Clear Springs as varsity girls’ basketball head coach. She retired after the 2021-2022 season with 
more than 700 career wins and will be inducted into the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame 
in May.

Crawford, a Clear Creek ISD coaching legend, now owns a court at Clear Springs

Atkinson Eagles
compete during

PISD’s BSO
Atkinson Elementary’s Big Shoot Out champi-
ons participated in the Pasadena ISD districtwide 
competition earlier this month at Phillips Field 
House. As part of the event, students were al-
lowed one minute to shoot a basketball from fi ve 
designated spots around the goal, with their total 
baskets made recorded as part of their score. Par-
ticipants performed a timed dribble and weave 
around cones, sent fi ve chest passes to a coach, 
then dribbled back through the cones to the fi n-
ish line. The students’ shooting score and drib-
ble time were combined for their fi nal score. At 
far right, representing the Eagles, from left, were 
Adrian Sigaran (third-grade boys’ winner), Val-
entina Tran (third-grade girls’ winner), Harmony 
Galloway (fourth-grade girls’ winner) and Isaiah 
Sanchez (fourth-grade boys’ winner). Tran won 
second place at the district contest for the third-
grade girls. At right, Tran (right) celebrated with 
Atkinson physical education instructor Katy 
Fielder after placing third at district.

Stuchbery Big Shoot Out winners

Third-graders Christopher Cahee (left) and Madelyn Jimenez

Four Stuchbery Elementary students were the winners of their school’s Big 
Shoot Out contest and went on to represent the Stallions at the Pasadena ISD 
districtwide competition on Feb. 3 at San Jacinto Intermediate. The competition 
is for shooting, passing and dribbling skills for each of the 36 elementary schools 
in the district.

Fourth-graders Daliany Rodriguez (left) and Jace Ramirez

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Aaron Calhoun’s col-
legiate baseball career be-
gan with such promise at 
the end of the 2022 season 
with a trip to the NCAA 
Division I College World 
Series in Omaha, Neb. 
for he and his Oklahoma 
Sooner teammates. 
 Fast forward to 2025, 
and Calhoun, now at 
UT-Arlington, just may 
see his career come to a 
quiet end at the Western 
Athletic Conference tour-
nament in late May in 
Mesa, Ariz. And Calhoun 
would be fi ne with that.
 Despite the ups and 
downs for Calhoun as 
a collegiate pitcher, the 
2021 District 24-6A Most 
Valuable Player out of 
Clear Brook High School 
promises to cherish his fi -
nal season at the Universi-
ty of Texas at Arlington as 
the Mavericks look to put 
together a special run of 
their own. 
 Calhoun was quite sim-
ply  one of the top 
collegiate prospects com-
ing out of high school at 
the end of the 2021 sea-
son. 
 He was ranked by Per-
fect Game as the No. 11 
overall high school hurler 
in the state, including the 
No. 5 right-hander. Cal-
houn was rated by Prep 
Baseball Report as the No. 
24 overall player in Tex-
as, including the No. 10 
right-handed pitcher. 
 During a masterful se-
nior season with the Wol-
verines, Calhoun was the 
24-6A Most Valuable 
Player after posting a 2.30 
earned run average, strik-
ing out 70 batters across 
50 2/3 innings. 
 At that point, it was 
easy to see why national 
power Oklahoma heavily 

 “There have been times 
when the opportunities 
have not exactly been 
there for me. I have had 
some hit-or-miss outings 
along the way, but it’s 
been a great ride to this 
point.   
 “I had a great fi rst sea-
son here at Arlington with 
the guys last year, and 
it looks like I very well 
could be pitching out of 
the bullpen and possibly 
in the closer’s role for us 
this season. 
 “I’m looking forward 
to it. We have a terrifi c 
bunch of guys, we play for 
one another and really en-
joy being out there on the 
fi eld. 
 “We realize that per-
haps not a lot is expected 
of us this season, but we 
really feel like we’re going 
to surprise some people 
and put together a terrifi c 
season.”
 “My arm feels good,” 
Calhoun said. “I have 
learned how to take care 
of my body and feel fresh 
heading into the season. 
I’m very much looking 
forward to getting things 
going. This is my last year, 
so I’m going to leave it all 
hang out there. It’s been a 
blessing to pitch at the col-
lege level.”
 Seemingly regardless 
of how things play out 
for Calhoun the player or 
the Mavericks as a team 
during the season, he will 
be fi ne with the fi nal out-
come.
 “You have to look at the 
positives. Not a lot of guys 
get a chance to pitch in the 
college game. Even fewer 
guys get a chance to pitch 
in the College World Se-
ries. 
 “The game of baseball 
has afforded me a lot of 
great opportunities, and 
I’m looking forward to 

recruited Calhoun, then 
brought him into the pro-
gram to help compete in 
the Big 12. 
 Used sparingly as a 
freshman at Oklahoma 
likely due primarily to a 
plethora of outstanding 
pitching talent elsewhere 
on the staff, Calhoun ap-
peared in 12 total games 
and was in on the fun as 
the Sooners made their 
way to Omaha for the Col-
lege World Series even-
tually fi nishing second 
overall after dropping two 
games straight in a best-
of-three title series against 
eventual national champi-
on Ole Miss.
 During his sophomore 
season in 2023, Calhoun 
appeared in 14 total games 
with the Sooners, regis-
tering 14 strikeouts in 14 
1/3 total innings. He then 
made the decision to trans-
fer to UT-Arlington. 
 A season ago with the 
Mavericks, Calhoun made 
12 starts and a relief ap-
pearance, fanning 20 bat-
ters over the course of 40 
total innings. He unfortu-
nately allowed 37 earned 
runs over that time frame. 
 Over the fi rst three 
years of his career, it’s 
easy to surmise that Cal-
houn has had few oppor-
tunities but has also deliv-
ered mixed results on the 
mound. 
 Still, Calhoun remains 
grateful to have been able 
to pitch at the collegiate 
level. He has nothing but 
great memories of his 
journey to this point. 
 “To be able to attend 
the College World Series 
in my freshman year at 
Oklahoma is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience for a 
lot of players in my posi-
tion, and I don’t take that 
for granted,” Calhoun 
said. 

Calhoun vows to soak in final season at UT-Arlington
closing it out strong this 
year with my teammates.” 
 Calhoun told the Leader 
he has two semesters to go 
as to his degree plan and 
will graduate with a bach-
elor’s in kinesiology.  
 He has yet to decide ex-
actly what he wants to do 
professionally but plans to 

soon make a decision. 
 For now, it’s all about 
going out there and try-
ing to do what he can do 
both individually and as a 
teammate to help the Mav-
ericks win ball games and 
chase a Western Athletic 
Conference title. 
 “I really think it’s go-

ing to be a big year for 
us,” Calhoun said. “Like 
I said, I feel like we have 
a lot of talent on this team 
and are going to surprise 
some people along the 
way. We’ve had a great 
offseason of preparation, 
and I there are great things 
in store for us ahead.”

A season ago with the Mavericks, Aaron Calhoun made 12 starts and a relief 
appearance, fanning 20 batters over the course of 40 total innings. He unfortu-
nately allowed 37 earned runs over that time frame. 



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656

       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.
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Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP
WANTED

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

Advertise in the Leader

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community 
United Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 
713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or call 
832- 293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for appoint-
ment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway, 
Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 
for more information. Meets Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vig-
ilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presby-
terian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com or https://nastuff.com/. Meets Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family mem-
bers and friends of problem drinkers/addicts 
share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they 
are not alone, and discover choices avail-
able. For details, call 281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meets at 
CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– All services are live and Zoom online. For 
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 
a.m. Saturday service, Judaism classes, 
fi lm series, and lunch with the Rabbi, visit 
https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers 
a knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-
479-7285 prior to coming.

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

LOPEZ
OVERHEAD 

DOORS
Residential & Commercial

New Garage Door Installation & Repair
24 Hour 

Emergency Service 713-953-1697

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 
required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

Big Edd’s
“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB26543E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Handyman Can.
Fences (Wood or Chain link), 

Decks, Painting, Siding, Flooring, 
Shower Conversions, Granite & 

Laminate countertops
Work done right at the right price

Serving South Belt and surrounding areas.

713.701.7400

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Adrian’s Junk Removal & Demolition
•Interior/exterior demolition 

• Trash removal • Fill dirt 
• Bobcat work • Pressure 

washing • Affordable pricing.
Lic. & Ins. 713-501-0184

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at 

9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 
Bidding will open (2/18/25 8 a.m.) and

Conclude (2/25/25 10 a.m.) 
Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale. 
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenants: 

Juan Cruz: 1980 Arrowglass Boat 170HP (Serial#
ARWZ0023M80F) on single axle trailer, smaller boat on 

trailer (parts only), and portable generator.
Paul J. Duval: record players, guitars, fishing poles, 

ladders, tools, machinery, rugs, and misc.
David Brown: extension ladder, 10’ Iron Horse utility 

trailer and  John Deere riding lawn mower.
Elpidio M. Inocencio: 1995 F150 

(VIN#1FTEX15Y0SKA94149).

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located 
at 9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 

Bidding will open (2/25/25 8 a.m.) and
Conclude (3/4/25 10 a.m.)

Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale. 
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenant: 

Elpidio M. Inocencio: various scrap metal.
Richard Mensinger: 1977 SeaArrow 18’0 (Serial 
#SAV28010M77H) on single axle trailer, appliances, 

furniture and misc.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 
a.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, 
Book of Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday 
at 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Cen-
ter Blvd. (in back of a medical/retail com-
munity). For details, call 281-479-7285 and 
leave a message, or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 5125 Preston Ave. 
Pasadena, TX 77505. Call 713-419-2635 for 
details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
5 p.m. - New Directions Singles Social 
Group is a singles group for those 55+. 
Meetings are the first and third Monday held 
in the community room at Maplewood 
Crossing, 600 Hobbs Road, League City. 
There will a potluck dinner and may include 
group activities. For further information, call 
Carol at 281-508-1663. See their Facebook 
page: New Directions Singles Social Group.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vacci-
nation required. Email huff_reunion@juno.
com for info.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly) – #0683 Friendswood chapter meets 
at Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 N. 
Friendswood Dr. in the educational  bldg., 
room 201. For information, call Lynette Rin-
grose at 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau 
at 713-875-8820.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance 
Group, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway 
(FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or 
https://nastuff.com/. Meets Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – St. Luke’s 
12-Step Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 
in the Education Bldg. in room 4, 11011 Hall 
Rd. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 
or Rita at 281-309-2801.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally with the exception of the second and 

fourth Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at sehous
ton.toastmastersclubs.org. In-person 
address 10500 Scarsdale Blvd. (SB 
Chamber of Commerce). Visit the website 
or call Karen Nunn at (832) 722-9061 for  
information. 
7 p.m. Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civ-
ic Club – meets the third Tuesday of the 
month at 7900 Fuqua (inside Covenant of 
Faith United Methodist Church). No meeting 
in December. Contact Cathy@cheyder@sb
cglobal.net or call 346-970-3507 for details.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners. 3525 Broadway, 
Pearland, or at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 
for more information. Meets Mondays – 
Fridays.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – casual ballroom 
dance, open to the public, held every 
Wednesday afternoon is from 12:30 to 3:00 
pm at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 East 
League City Parkway, League City.  
Everyone is welcome to come with or with-
out a partner. The dance itself is free as 
music is provided by volunteer, Neva 
Schroder.  The city requires an activity card 
for participants in all of the city’s many activ-
ities.  Call the park office (281-554-1180) for 
answers to any questions regarding the 
activity card.  Visitors are welcome to walk 
in to observe or participate.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See Friday’s 
notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community 
United Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 
713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or call 
832- 293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for appoint-
ment. Tours 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

HIRE A HUSBAND
We haul and dump. Ceiling fan specialist, haul off 

batteries, change light bulbs, hang curtains, assem-
ble furniture, toilets, small jobs and odd jobs, any 

personal services.
The working ladies friend.

Call 409-245-1512

Now Hiring
Established auto repair center located in Seabrook 

Experienced techs must have their own tools. 
Licensed Wrecker Driver. 5-day workweek. 

Contact Chuck at 281-474-7300 or 281-543-0942.

Notice of Public Sale
Sale of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien.

Sale to be held online at 
www.SelfStorageAuction.com
Home Free Storage located at 

12450 Beamer Rd Houston, TX 77089
Bidding will open (3/1/25 5:30 AM) 

and conclude (3/7/25 10:00 PM)
Cleanup deposit is required. The seller reserves 
the right to withdraw the property at any time 
before the sale. Unit items sold as-is to highest 
cash bidder. Property includes the contents of 

the space of the following tenant:
Rashunda D. Gipson: Household items.

Jacquan Minnitt: File boxes.
FURNITURE

HILTON FURNITURE. 
Serving over 27 yrs. 
12100 Gulf Frwy., Hou., 
77034. Mattress clear-
ance - $99 twin mattress 
or $149 full mattress. 
Offering free delivery to 
the South Belt area. Call 
Today - 832-857-4881. 
 2-27

HELP WANTED
OFFICE PERSONNEL 
NEEDED. Good comput-
er and grammar skills. 
Tax preparation a plus! 
Part-time Mon. thru Sat. 
Email info to: ezincome@
comcast.net or Fax: 713-
473-2648. 2-27

REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR RENT 4 
Bedrooms, 2 baths and 

converted garage. ZIP 
code 77034. If interested, 
call 713-306-1784. 2-20

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 3-27
PRESSURE WASH-ING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-

235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. We also clean 
solar panels. Time for 
cleaning. Free Estimates!
 3-27
V.L. LAWN CARE & Tree 
Service. Lawn mowing, 
mulch, tree trimming & 
removal. Wood fences 
and pressure washing. 
Free estimatimes. 346-
577-3347. 3-27

Turn those unwanted items in your 
garage and closets into cash. Bring 
ads into the Leader office by Tuesday 
or use the mail slot by the front door.
11555 Beamer   281-481-565611555 Beamer   281-481-5656

Two Cemetary Plots
Forest Park

6900 Lawndale St.
Section 55, Lot 1278,  

Spaces 1 & 2
Value $16,495 each
Asking $8,000 each

Call Rosa 346-252-8616
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By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 A registration flyer 
aimed at drawing young 
players into the South 
Houston Girls Softball As-
sociation started it all for 
the McDonald trio back 
in the 1990s and will soon 
result in the Pasadena ISD 
Athletics Hall of Fame 
induction of the family’s 
middle daughter, Sharon-
da McDonald-Kelley, as 
part of the 2025 class.
 Just as her eldest sister, 
Krystal McDonald, had 
done from 1997 through 
her high school gradua-
tion in 1990, Sharonda 
starred at Dobie from 
1999 through her own 
graduation in 2003, then 
put together a star-studded 
career at Texas A&M Uni-
versity.  
 Following college, she 
played professionally for 
several seasons while also 
coaching and has subse-
quently ascended the col-
legiate ranks for the past 
15-plus years. 
 Earlier this month, Mc-
Donald-Kelley began her 
third season as head coach 
at Michigan State Uni-
versity in East Lansing, 
Mich. but plans to be in 
attendance when the Pas-
adena ISD induction class 
is welcomed March 12 at 
the Pasadena Convention 
Center. 
 McDonald-Kelley is set 
to be the speaker of the 
evening on behalf of the 
2025 class.
 Joining Krystal and 
Sharonda at Dobie was 
2006 graduate Iver Mc-
Donald, who played 
briefly collegially at 
Oklahoma. There is little 
argument that the Mc-
Donald trio contributed so 
much to the success of the 
Dobie softball program 
during their collective 12 
years of varsity action. 
 Krystal played  first at 
San Jacinto College and 
then finished at Texas 
Southern University while 
Iver played with the Soon-
ers in Oklahoma. 
 Of the three, Sharonda 
enjoyed the most success 
on the field and has sub-
sequently become a very 
successful Division I head 
coach. Even so, she was 
not expecting the Hall of 
Fame induction call that 

came her way.
 “I think like most peo-
ple, I didn’t answer the 
phone at first because I 
didn’t recognize the num-
ber,” McDonald-Kelley 
said with a laugh, adding 
that she eventually con-
nected with Hall of Fame 
committee member Al 
Carter. 
 “It’s an absolute honor 
to be inducted. I’m very 
proud not only for my-
self but for my family to 
receive this honor. I think 
when you’re in the midst 
of playing, you don’t re-
ally think about some of 
the things that you achieve 
along the way. 
 “To be joining some of 
the all-time greats within 
the school district is truly 
something I do not take 
for granted. I’m really 
looking forward to the 
evening with my family.”
 The Dobie softball pro-
gram should almost quali-
fy for its own wing within 
the PISD hall. The Long-
horns claimed the first-ev-
er state title under the 
University Interscholastic 
League’s umbrella in 1993 
and followed up with state 
championships in 1995 as 
well as 1997. 
 Star pitcher Christa 
Williams, who led the 
team to state crowns in 
1993 and 1995, was part 
of the Athletics Hall of 
Fame inaugural  class as 
an individual in 2012, and 
the 1993 team also en-
joyed induction. 
 Amanda Nguyen, an-
other former Longhorn 
softball standout, became 
the youngest hall inductee 
last year.
 McDonald played for 
head coach Rhonda Fos-
ter, who is also in the Hall 
of Fame after guiding 
multiple Longhorn pro-
grams to lofty achieve-
ments during her stay at 
Dobie. McDonald-Kelley 
is set to become just the 
second individual Dobie 
softball player inducted.
 Being a high school star 
is one thing, but McDon-
ald-Kelley will also for-
ever be considered one of 
the greats at Texas A&M 
University after putting to-
gether a tremendous four-
year run with the Aggies. 
 McDonald-Kelley was 
a four-time All-Big 12 se-

lection as a player at Texas 
A&M from 2004-2007, 
capping off her intercol-
legiate career with Texas 
A&M’s first trip to the 
Women’s College World 
Series in 20 years. 
 McDonald-Kelley is 
the Aggie career record 
holder with 153 stolen 
bases, while ranking sec-
ond all-time in hits (249) 
and runs scored (195). 
McDonald-Kelley is the 
Texas A&M single-season 
record holder for runs (60) 
and her 73 consecutive 
stolen bases during her 
time in College Station 
tied an NCAA record.  
 With 48 steals in 2005, 
McDonald-Kelley led the 
NCAA and earned the 
Golden Shoe Award. She 
compiled a .338 batting 
average throughout her 
four-year collegiate ca-
reer.
 Following her career at 
Texas A&M, McDon-
ald-Kelley played profes-
sionally for seven years, 
spending time with the 
Philadelphia Force, the 
Akron Racers and the 
USSA Pride of the NPF 
League. 
 M c D o n a l d - K e l l e y 
played for Fiorini Softball 
Club of the Italian Pro-
fessional League in 2009. 
A three-time All-NPF se-
lection during her profes-
sional career, McDonald 
garnered the prestigious 
Diamond Spikes Award 
in 2012 after hitting .303 
with 13 stolen bases for 
the Racers.
 As successful as Mc-
Donald-Kelley was as a 
player, her coaching ca-
reer has been no doubt as 
equally rewarding. 
 Over 10 seasons as an 
assistant coach, she made 
stops at TSU, Ohio, LSU, 
Texas Tech, Florida and 
Ohio State, then put to-
gether an incredible re-
sume as a head coach at 
Campbell University over 
four seasons before Mich-
igan State came calling. 
 “I try to remember the 
things that were important 
to me not only as a play-
er but as a person in the 
sport, and try to impart 
those things into my role 
as a leader of these young 

ladies,” she said. 
 “Winning softball 
games is important, but 
nothing is as important 
as preparing your players 
for life after the game and 
helping them develop into 
strong young women off 
the field.”
 The 2025 induction 
class will also include for-
mer longtime Dobie head 
tennis coach Bobby Kram-
er as well as the 1980 
Longhorn state champion 
cross-country team.
 Others set to join the 
prestigious hall include 
1985 Sam Rayburn foot-
ball/baseball star Bruce 
Aguilar; 1963 Pasade-
na football/baseball star 
Rich Brewer; 2009 Pas-
adena Memorial volley-
ball standout Nancy Cole 
Bowman, Kristine Kelly, 
a Pasadena Class of 2006 
graduate who was a swim-
ming/track and field star 
with the Eagles, and Josh 
Rodriguez, a 2003 South 
Houston graduate and 
baseball star.
Editor’s note: PISD Ath-
letics Hall of Fame com-
mittee member and media 
relations director Al Car-
ter contributed biographi-
cal details 

Athletes
 Rick Brewer, Pasadena 
High, Class of 1963. 
 Brewer emerged as Pas-
adena’s pitching mainstay 
as a junior in 1962 when 
he teamed with catcher 
and future major-leaguer 
Paul Ratliff to form one of 
the most formidable bat-
teries in the Houston area.  
 The Eagles won district 
that season and advanced 
to the second round of 
the state playoffs. Brewer 
went on to pitch two years 
for San Jacinto College’s 
fledgling baseball pro-
gram and then it was off 
to UH for a flashy finish to 
his baseball career.
 Over his two seasons, 
he managed to shut out 
both the No. 2 team in the 
country, Oklahoma State 
in 1966, and the nation’s 
No. 1 team, Arizona State 
during the 1967 CWS. 
His four-hit gem against 
the Sun Devils landed the 
Cougars in the national 
title game. Although they 
lost that contest, UH fin-
ished with a No. 2 rank-
ing, still the best showing 
in school history. Brewer 
posted a 2.00 career ERA 
that still ranks third in UH 
history.
 He immediately enlist-
ed in the Air Force and 
served 26 years, retiring as 
a full colonel. He was in-
ducted into the UH Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame in 2023.
 Bruce Aguilar, Sam 
Rayburn, Class of 1985.  
 No Pasadena ISD 
school has ever won a state 
baseball title, but none has 
ever come closer than the 
Al Campo-coached Tex-
ans in 1985. Aguilar led 
the way that season with 
a 14-2 record and a .318 
batting average.
 He pitched Rayburn 
to victory in the regional 
title game and then beat 

Lubbock Monterrey in the 
state semifinals with an-
other complete-game ef-
fort. Although the Texans 
lost to Victoria Stroman 
the next day, it was a late-
game single by Aguilar 
that broke up Stroman’s 
bid for a no-hitter.
 Weeks later, Aguilar 
was named a member 
of the South squad for 
the North-South All-Star 
Game in the Astrodome. 
With Campo at the South 
helm, Aguilar combined 
with two other pitchers on 
a two-hit victory. Aguilar 
also singled in the contest.
 Aguilar moved on to 
Baylor, where he lettered 
four years as one of the 
Bears’ most dependable 
hurlers. His 21 career vic-
tories still ranks eighth in 
Baylor history.
 Josh Rodriguez, South 
Houston, Class of 2003. 
 A three-sport standout 
at South Houston who 
sparkled at shortstop and 
on the mound, Rodri-
guez was drafted out of 
high school by the Oak-
land Athletics in the 39th 
round. 
 But after three sensa-
tional seasons at Rice, 
Rodriguez shot all the way 
up to the second round, 
where the Cleveland Indi-
ans nabbed him.
 His 20-year sojourn in 
pro baseball included a 
brief stretch of big-league 
action with the Pittsburgh 
Pirates in 2011. He played 
on three championship 
teams in the minors and 
was named to two all-star 
teams. He finished his ca-
reer with seven seasons in 
the Mexican League.
 His legacy at Rice re-
mains linked to legendary 
Owls coach Wayne Gra-
ham, who guided Rice to 
the national title shortly 
after Rodriguez’s gradua-
tion from South Houston. 
As a Rice junior, Rodri-
guez helped lead the Owls 
to another CWS berth.
 During his time on the 
Rice roster, the Owls won 
148 of 194 games – a 76.3 
percent clip – and made 
the NCAA playoff each 
season. As a freshman, he 
hit .306 and was named 
Conference Freshman of 
the Year. 
 He hit .345 as a sopho-
more and .344 as a junior. 
He was selected to play for 
Team USA, where he hit 
.326 against international 
competition.
 Kristine Kelly, Pasade-
na High, Class of 2006.
 An academic All-Amer-
ican who graduated sixth 
in her class, Kelly ranked 
as the district’s queen of 
the pool during her days 
at Pasadena. She broke 
(or established) 71 school 
swim records. Only one 
school record on the books 
escaped her wake. She 
wiped out a total of 21 dis-
trict swimming marks.
 Kelly wrapped up her 
competitive career with 
two years on the Universi-
ty of Houston swim team, 
where she reached the 
Conference USA finals 
five times in three differ-
ent events: the 100- and 
200-yard backstroke and 
the 1,650-yard freestyle.
 A decade’s worth of 
competition in the Texas 
Amateur Athletics Feder-
ation state championships 
saw her collect 28 medals, 
21 of them gold. Twice 
she competed in the AAU 
Junior Olympics, win-
ning four national titles in 
backstroke, butterfly and 
freestyle events.
 In high school, Kel-
ly won four district titles 
and was a regional finalist 
each year in the 100-yard 
backstroke. Three times 
she was named unanimous 
all-district, winning most 
valuable swimmer honors 
as both a junior and senior.
 Nancy Cole Bowman, 
Pasadena Memorial, Class 
of 2009.
 Although her family 
roots were rich with bas-
ketball talent, Cole Bow-
man embraced volleyball 
when she arrived at Me-
morial. It proved to be a 
productive choice. 
 By her sophomore year, 
she had a scholarship offer 
from Rice, where she be-
came one of the most ac-
claimed players in school 
history.
 She was named an 
All-American three times, 
starting with her sopho-

more season. As a fresh-
man, Cole led the Owls to 
an NCAA playoff berth, 
just the third in school his-
tory. 
 The Owls finished sec-
ond in Conference USA 
her junior and senior 
seasons, the best league 
showings in Rice history. 
She put up numbers that 
still rank on many of the 
school’s top 10 career and 
single-season lists.
 At Memorial, she was 
first-team all-district from 
her sophomore year on 
and was twice named the 
team’s MVP. As both a ju-
nior and a senior, she led 
the Houston area in kills 
and earned all-state recog-
nition.
 Also packed into her 
volleyball resume were 
numerous club sport he-
roics and other highlights, 
such as the summer after 
her graduation from Me-
morial when she led the 
Absolute Volleyball Club 
to the gold medal in the 
national division of the 
USA Volleyball Junior 
Olympics. She was named 
division MVP.

 Coach
 Bobby Kramer, Dobie, 

tennis.
 The South Belt area, a 

desert of tennis activity 
when Kramer arrived 
at Dobie in 1977 and 
produced a bounty of 

talent under his tutelage 
– enough for Kramer’s 

teams to dominate District 
23-5A in the mid-1980s 
and put the school on the 

state tennis map.
 At its peak, Kramer’s 
program earned top-10 
state rankings with a run 
of district championships. 
Starting in 1983, his girls 
captured five straight team 
tennis titles. Starting in 
1985, his combined boys 
and girls teams won three 
straight district titles.
 His 1985 and 1987 
squads reached the region-
al semifinals. In between, 
in 1986, the Longhorns 
advanced to the regional 
finals, falling just one step 
short of state. That squad 
won 59 of 63 matches in 
district play and swept the 
district field in head-to-
head competition, 7-0.
 Kramer was named to 
Dobie’s Faculty Hall of 
Honor in 2017 and se-
lected to the Texas Tennis 
Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame in 2022.

Team
 1980 Dobie Boys 
Cross-country: Coached 
by John Bryan, the Long-
horns easily captured the 
state championship, the 
first state title of any kind 
in Dobie history.   
And, to date, the only state 
cross-country title ever 
won by a Pasadena ISD 
school.

 Bryan’s star runner, Ga-
wain Guy, came in a solid 
10th.
 Still, Bryan, waiting 
anxiously at the finish 
line, worried that because 
several of his runners had 
started too quickly, they 
might fade at the fin-
ish.  
 Others arrived, among 

them, Phillip Williams, 
who finished 19th, Greg 
Johnson, who was 24th, 
and David Windsor, 29th.
 It was the one non-se-
nior who saved the day. 
Junior Pete Ramos, nor-
mally Dobie’s fourth or 
fifth runner, had hustled 
home in 13th place, just 
three slots – and four sec-

onds – behind Guy. When 
the results were tallied, the 
Longhorns had won with 
a low score of 56 points. 
Edinburg was a distant 
second with 93.
 Guy and Johnson would 
go on to play prominent 
roles in Dobie’s run to the 
state track championship 
the following spring.

Sharonda McDonald heads 2025 PISD Hall of Famers

Sharonda McDonald-Kelley is an all-time great in the NCAA Division I softball ranks 
and has subsequently ascended the sport’s coaching ranks. Now at Michigan State Uni-
versity in East Lansing, she earlier this month began her third season with the Spartans. 
MSU opened the season with three losses to nationallyranked opponents Arizona and 
Alabama and is currently 1-4.

A generational star at Texas A&M University from 2004 
through 2007, Dobie graduate Sharonda McDonald 
Kelley  was one of the most prolifi c base stealers in the 
NCAA ranks and is still among the all-time leaders in 

several offensive categories within the Aggies’ program. 
She will be inducted into the Pasadena ISD Athletics 
Hall of Fame next month in Pasadena as part of a glit-
tering 2025 class. 

Will Joiner II, and Valencia’s mother, Denice Va-
lencia. Along with Joiner III, the other four Hall 
of Honor scholarship recipients included Kaylie 
Bui, Jacob Guzman, Rosette Calvillo and Emily 
Hernandez. Valencia, Joselyn Benitez and Deseree 
Hernandez were awarded the Cherry Foundation 
Vocational Scholarship. 

Longhorn track and field gets off 
to fast start at DP Kethan relays
Continued from Page 5
teammate Aracely Alvara-
do seventh at 5:49.00 .
 The Deer Park event 
did not feature a 4x100 
relay, but Dobie was led 
by Harris in the 4x2 for 
a third-place finish of 
1:50.07. Harris was joined 
by in the event. 
 The Longhorns were 
fourth in the 4x400 at 
4:17.07. 
 Dobie junior Kylar 
Joseph also medaled as 
she was third in the triple 
jump with a leap of 34-02. 
Joseph (4-10, fewer tries) 
and teammate Menefee (4-
10) finished third and fifth 
respectively in the high 
jump.
 A time of 13.26 earned 
the Longhorns’ Daisha 
Jackson third place and a 
bronze medal in the 100, 
and her time of 27.79 was 
sixth at the 200 distance.
 Mathews, who just 
days ago announced his 
intentions to play football 

teammate Deshaun Sin-
gleton third at 52.24. 
 Freshman Jordan Ro-
man and senior Chris Lo-
pez led the way for the 
Longhorns in the distance 
events. 
 Roman delivered a time 
of 10:11.84 in the 3,200 
for second place and a 
silver medal. In the same 
event, Lopez was fourth 
with a time of 10:18.53. 
 Roman also competed 
in the 800, where he was 
seventh at 2:14.79. Lopez, 
meanwhile, took seventh 
at the 1,600 distance in a 
time of 4:51.33. 
 Dobie’s Joseph and 
James Spivey finished tied 
for fifth in the high jump 
at 5-6.
 Blinn College football 
signee Markel Terry was 
fifth at 43-09 in the shot 
put, with teammate Ce-
dric Gillespie eighth and 
40-05. In the discus event, 
Gillespie’s top throw of 
117-08 placed him sixth.

collegiately at Memphis, 
came up golden in the 200 
at Deer Park as he won the 
event at 22.33. 
 Teammate Jaylon 
Broussard was fifth at 
22.95, and Maurice Bry-
ant of Dobie was eighth in 
a time of 23.97. 
 Mathews was joined by 
as the Longhorns claimed 
the gold medal in the 4x1 
relay in a time of 1:31.44. 
Dobie was also sixth at 
3:37.01 in the 4x400 relay.
 Junior Damarcus Hodg-
es was the champion of the 
triple jump as he made his 
way to the 42-03 mark for 
the gold medal. He also 
went 20-00 mark for third 
place in the long jump, 
while Broussard fourth at 
19-11.
 Senior Tariq Riley, 
who has announced that 
he will play football be-
ginning this fall at Mary 
Hardin-Baylor, finished 
second at 52.01 in the 400 
for a silver medal, with 

Dobie baseball players earn collegiate scholarships

Dobie Class of 2025 seniors and Longhorn varsi-
ty baseball players Will Joiner III (second from 
left) and Julian Valencia (second from right) 
were among the academic scholarship recipi-
ents during the Dobie High School 2025 Hall of 
Honor celebration and ceremony Jan. 31 at the 
school. Joining the players was Joiner’s father, 

Continued from Page 5
regular season as he hom-
ered among his three hits, 
scoring twice and driving 
in three runs. 
 Will Franklin also hom-
ered and drove in three 
runs in the win. Starting 
pitcher Mack Mabrey al-
lowed a run over three in-
nings to earn the victory. 
 In the Tournament of 
Champions opener two 
days later, Seminole 
State’s Grason Childers 
slammed a two-run homer 
in the third inning as his 
team went on to win 3-1. 
San Jacinto College used 
a six-run, seventh inning 
to defeat Wabash Valley in 
the nightcap.

San Jacinto
starts hot
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