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Controversy surrounds Precinct 2 arrests
 Recent Precinct 2 arrests, conducted in co-
ordination with the South Houston Police De-
partment, have come under scrutiny, as they may 
have been done in error, exposing the county to 
potential litigation.
 The arrests in question took place Wednes-
day, Jan. 29, in the 600 block of Mississippi 

Street in South Houston. According to a Face-
book post that day from the South Houston Po-
lice Department, the incident stemmed from an 
attempt to remove “squatters” and “trespassers” 
from a property at the owner’s request. The evic-
tion led to several arrests, including two felony 
warrants and the recovery of two stolen vehicles.

 When the defendants appeared in Judge Jo 
Ann Delgado’s court on Thursday, Feb. 6, how-
ever, the case was dropped due to an improper 
vacate notice. 
 Further, it was disclosed that the suspects 
had paid rent to the property’s landlord, making 
them tenants, rather than squatters or trespass-
ers. And tenants are required, by law, to be given 
advance notice before such an eviction.
 Legal experts have told the Leader that if the 
eviction itself was unlawful, the subsequent ar-
rests may also be, and any evidence collected 
may be inadmissible.
 Confounding matters, Precinct 2’s top civil 
of� cer reportedly offered to visit the residence 
in question prior to the arrests but was told by 
a superior to stand down, as it was “being han-
dled.”
 “This thing stinks to high heaven,” said one 
source familiar with the incident. “There were 

certainly laws that were broken.”
 The Leader has been told by multiple sources 
that the incident is currently under investigation 
by the Harris County District Attorney’s Of� ce. 
 A similar incident last March led to the � ring 
of Precinct 2 Deputy Claudia Arellano. In that 
case, however, the error was merely clerical and 
accidental in nature. The mistake was found and 
corrected that same day, well before the defen-
dant’s court date.
 Additionally, the exchange with the affected 
tenant was amicable, and no arrests were made.
 It was unclear at press time, what disciplinary 
actions, if any, would be taken in this incident.
 Numerous calls to both the Precinct 2 consta-
ble’s of� ce and the South Houston Police De-
partment for an of� cial statement went unan-
swered.
 See related letters on Page 2A and candidate 
questionnaire on Page 5A.
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Candidate info sought
 A questionnaire for candidates running for 
the position of U.S. representative for Con-
gressional District 22 will appear in the Feb. 
20 edition of the Leader. At press time, the pa-
per was unable to contact four candidates (all 
Democrats). Anyone who knows how to reach 
Chris Fernandez, Nyanza Davis Moore, Car-
mine Petricco III, Sri Preston Kulkarni or Der-
rick Reed is urged to contact the Leader at my
news@southbeltleader.com.

Sagemeadow meet changes
 The Sagemeadow Maintenance Committee 
will host its monthly meeting on a different 
day than usual for February. The meeting will 
be Thursday, Feb. 20, at the Sagemeadow 
MUD building, 10755 Hall Road, at 7 p.m. 
Homeowners, residents and community mem-
bers are encouraged to attend. For additional 
information, email info@sagemeadow.org or 
call and leave a message at 832-377-0847.

SPCIA meeting Feb. 20
 The Sagemont Park Community Improve-
ment Association will hold a homeowners’ 
meeting Thursday, Feb. 20, at the Sagemont 
Park Recreation Center, 11507 Hughes, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Items on the agenda for the meet-
ing include proposed deed restriction changes 
and violations; and community improvement 
issues and actions.  All Sagemont Park home-
owners and residents are urged to attend.

Life Church hosts class
 Life Church is hosting a free conversation-
al Spanish/ESL class taught by a certi� ed bi-
lingual teacher Tuesday evenings from 7 to 
8 p.m. at 9901 Windmill Lakes Blvd. Email 
JoAnna De la Garza at islasdelagarza@gmail.
com for more information. 

Beltway closures planned
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be 
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
day, Feb. 14.
 At least two alternate southbound frontage 
road lanes on Beltway 8 from Crenshaw to 
Grayson will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. through Friday, Feb. 14.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on Beltway 8 from 
Vista to SH 225 will be closed daily from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. through Sunday, March 1.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on Beltway 8 from 
Vista to SH 225 will be closed nightly from 
8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sunday, March 1.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf 
Freeway will be completely closed at NASA 
Bypass/NASA Road 1 until further notice.
 The southbound entrance ramp on the Gulf 
Freeway will be completely closed at FM 518 
until further notice.
 There will be a total closure of the south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway 
from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to FM 518 
nightly from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Feb. 28.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway 
from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City will 
be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Saturday, Feb. 29.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City 
will be closed nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Saturday, Feb. 29.

Heavy trash pickup set
 City residents south of Fuqua will have 
heavy trash pickup Thursday, Feb. 13, (sec-
ond Thursday of the month). City residents 
north of Fuqua and west of the Gulf Freeway 
will have heavy trash pickup on Friday, Feb. 
14, (second Friday of the month). February is 
for  junk waste, but tree waste will also be ac-
cepted. For additional information, visit www.
houstontx.gov/solidwaste or call 311.

PIP set for Feb. 18 
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive 
Interaction Program will meet Tuesday, Feb. 
18, at 7 p.m. at Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital, 11800 Astoria, in the staff meeting 
room on the first floor. Guest speaker to be 
announced. PIP is held the third Tuesday of 
the month and consists of police and citizens 
working together for safer neighborhoods. 
For additional information, call HPD Officer 
Richard Buitron at 832-395-1776.

Lasso events planned
 There will be a series of mandatory events 
for those wishing to join the Dobie High 
School Lasso JV dance team. A mandatory 
parent meeting will be held at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 3, in the school cafeteria. Mandatory 
Lasso clinics will be held from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
March 30, March 31 and April 1 in the school’s 
Lariaette Room. Mandatory Lasso tryouts will 
be held Thursday, April 2, in the school’s Lar-
iaette Room beginning at 4:30 p.m. The pro-
gram is open to all incoming freshmen. For 
more information, email Chelsea Henning at 
chenning@pasadenaisd.org. 

City clears homeless camp

The Houston Police Department, working in conjunction with City Council Member Dave 
Martin’s of�  ce, recently cleared a homeless camp located near the intersection of Scars-
dale and the Gulf Freeway. The measure was taken in response to a letter from Catherine 
O’Brien that appeared in the Jan. 30 edition of the Leader. Pictured above at the encamp-
ment are, left to right, Sgt. P. Lozano, Clear Lake Division community liaison; Clarisa Pe-
rez, Martin representative; and Of� cer J. Curtis, Clear Lake Division community service. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Sepulveda spreads joy

Former South Belt resident Justin Sepulveda (second from left) recently founded the non-
pro� t organization Clutch City Connect to help those in need. Sepulveda is pictured above at 
a toy drive he organized this past Christmas at the Shriners Hospital for Children in Galves-
ton. Shown with him are, left to right, Omar Gomez, Leigh Ann Trujillo and Jasmin Perla. 

San Jac to offer nursing bachelor’s degrees
 The Texas Board of Nursing approved San Ja-
cinto College’s new bachelor of science in nurs-
ing (RN-to-BSN) program Thursday, Jan. 23, 
2020, clearing the way for the college to launch 
its � rst baccalaureate degree in fall 2020.
 The program was previously approved by the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
and by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges.
 “We’re excited to launch this new program 
and to be able to provide a vital next step for 
registered nurses with an associate degree work-

ing in the health care industry,” said Dr. Bren-
da Hellyer, San Jacinto College chancellor. “San 
Jac has been a nursing educator for more than 50 
years and we’re excited to expand our credential-
ing trajectory to help meet the needs of our local 
hospital partners and our health care graduates 
now looking to further their education.”
 Developed with input from a BSN advisory 
committee comprised of area hospitals, San Jac’s 
new program is designed for working registered 
nurses seeking professional growth, enhanced 
marketability, and opportunities to specialize in 

advanced practice. 
 According to the American Association of 
Colleges of Nursing, an estimated 44 percent 
of health care organizations require new nurses 
to hold a BSN degree, and nearly 80 percent of 
health care employers prefer BSN graduates. 
 “At San Jac, associate degree nursing is our 
launching pad, not our landing pad,” said Dr. Ve-
ronica Jammer, San Jac’s new RN-to-BSN de-
partment chair. “BSN is really the natural next 
step.”
 This next step has been nearly 10 years in the 

making, as San Jacinto College formed advisory 
committees and began planning the path to of-
fering a baccalaureate program on the heels of 
a 2010 Institute of Medicine report, which high-
lighted necessary changes in the evolving health 
care industry and recommended 80 percent of 
RNs should hold BSN degrees by 2020.
 The 2017 Texas Legislature also recognized 
the growing demand for nurses with higher cre-
dentials and authorized community colleges to 
offer workforce-related bachelor’s degree pro-

Continued on Page 4A

Former resident helps area needy
 Former Dobie student Justin Sepulveda is on a 
mission to feed and clothe the area’s homeless.
 A 2008 graduate, Sepulveda launched the 
nonpro� t organization Clutch City Connect this 
past March to help ful� ll that goal.
 “I would go out to feed the homeless behind 
the scenes, and after the discovery of what was 
being done, the outpour of support made me re-
alize that I needed to turn this hobby into an or-
ganization,” Sepulveda said.
 To initially help � nance this mission, Sep-
ulveda, who also attended Moore Elementary 
and Thompson Intermediate, printed 100 Hous-

ton-themed T-shirts. He planned to then use prof-
its from the sales to purchase needed supplies. 
The shirts sold out in less than 24 hours.
 With funds in hand, the former South Belt 
resident reached out to other charity groups and 
made arrangements with � ve other nonpro� t or-
ganizations to make monthly donations of food, 
clothing, hygiene products and other items.
 In May, Sepulveda hosted his � rst of� cial 
community event, a collaboration with SEARCH 
Homeless Services. Held at Ecclesia Church, the 
function was a pet clinic for animals belonging to 

Continued on Page 6A

Early primary voting to begin Feb. 18
 Early voting for the March 3 primary elec-
tions will begin Tuesday, Feb. 18, and continue 
through Friday, Feb. 28.
 In addition to the highly publicized presiden-
tial race, voters will also decide who will � ll a 
number of congressional and legislative seats, as 
well as many county positions, including that of 
judge, commissioner and constable.
 Races relevant to the South Belt include U.S. 
House District 22, state Senate District 11, state 
House District 129, Harris County Precinct 1 com-
missioner and Harris County Precinct 2 Constable.

 Republicans vying for the U.S. House Dis-
trict 22 seat being vacated by Pete Olson include 
Pierce Bush, Diana Miller, Troy Nehls, Brandon 
T. Penko, Shandon Phan, Howard Steele, Jon 
Camarillo, Douglas Haggard, Aaron Hermes, 
Greg Hill, Matt Hinton, Dan Matthews, Bangar 
Reddy, Kathaleen Wall and Joe Walz. Democrats 
competing for the position include Chris Fernan-
dez, Nyanza Davis Moore, Carmine Petricco III, 
Sri Preston Kulkarni and Derrick Reed.
 State Senate District 11 incumbent Larry Taylor

Continued on Page 6A

SJC, Pasadena ISD Promise, provide free tuition
 In partnership with Good Reason Houston, 
San Jacinto College has launched the Harris 
County Promise at San Jacinto College, a pro-
gram for local high school seniors to earn a tui-
tion-free higher education credential.
 Harris County Promise is a partnership be-
tween local independent school districts, higher 
education institutions, and Good Reason Hous-
ton aimed at increasing college credential and 

degree attainment for the region. Data shows that 
65 percent of today’s jobs require more than a 
high school education, but only 21 percent of 
students in Harris County earn a postsecondary 
credential.
 “Harris County Promise provides an incredi-
ble opportunity for high school students and their 
families,” said Dr. Brenda Hellyer, San Jacinto 
College chancellor. “The Promise and college 

staffs will partner to provide additional support 
for our students to enroll in college, stay on a 
path to completion, and ultimately earn their cer-
ti�  cate or associate degree.”
 The Promise program launched last month in 
seven high schools across three school districts 
with three community college partners. The 

participating high schools in the San Jac Prom-
ise program are from Pasadena ISD. Seniors at 
Dobie, Sam Rayburn and South Houston high 
schools are eligible for the tuition-free program, 
which requires that students be Texas residents 
and complete four steps to enroll, regardless of  
 Continued on Page 6A

Sabo drainage issues explored
 State Rep. Dennis Paul recently visited the South 
Belt community to once again inspect a long-stand-
ing � ooding concern near the intersection of Fuqua 
and Sabo.
 The issue in question, a 24-inch stormwater re-
strictor installed on a ditch just south of the afore-
mentioned crossing, has been a topic of discus-
sion for nearly 50 years. Nearby residents have 
long complained the device signi� cantly increases 
� ooding upstream of the installation. Harris Coun-

ty of� cials, however, contend the restrictor is nec-
essary to alleviate � ooding downstream. The topic 
is now being revisited because affected residents 
feel that newly planned retention ponds south of 
device should help with downstream � ooding is-
sues, allowing the size of the Sabo restrictor to be 
increased. The engineering � rm Freese and Nich-
ols has been hired to study the issue, which has 
been pegged as a top priority by county of� cials. 
See related photo on Page 6A.

Local MUDs to hold elections
 Candidate � ling for the local May 2 munici-
pal utility district board elections is currently 
underway and will continue through Friday, Feb. 
14.
 The Clear Brook City, Kirkmont and 
Sagemeadow MUDs all have open positions. All 
incumbents are expected to file to maintain their 
seats. At press time, no challengers had filed to 
contest the open positions.
 Three seats are up on the Clear Brook City 
MUD board. Incumbents David Flickinger, 
Chuck Tylka and Chris Clark are all running for 
re-election. Terms are four years. Those interest-
ed in filing to run for an open seat should call 
Shaila Sreedharan at Fulbright & Jaworski at 
713-651-5398.

 In the Kirkmont MUD election, incumbents 
Jean Ann Williams and Lonnie Piquiet are up for 
re-election. Terms are four years. Those interest-
ed in filing to run for an open seat should call the 
offices of Sanford & Kuhl at 713-850-9000.
 In the Sagemeadow MUD race, board mem-
bers Glenn Williams and David Montgomery are 
running for re-election. Terms are four years. 
Those interested in filing to run for an open seat 
should call the offices of Sanford & Kuhl at 713-
850-9000.
 If no one files to challenge any of the incum-
bents, no elections will be held, saving the dis-
tricts significant funds. Should an election be 
necessary in any of the MUDs, early voting will 
take place April 20 through April 28.

Teen girl killed in head-on crash
 A teenager was killed in a head-on collision 
Monday, Feb. 3, on Allen Genoa near Crenshaw.
 According to police, Destani Oliver, 18, was 
driving at the aforementioned address when 
a driver heading the other way veered off and 
crashed head-on into her vehicle.
 The impact knocked Oliver’s car off the street 
into somebody’s yard. Oliver was killed in the 
crash. The other driver’s condition is unknown.

 A cosmetology student at the Lewis Career 
and Technical High School, Oliver was set to 
graduate this May.
 Oliver’s fellow classmates decorated her work 
station with � owers and balloons. Classmates 
also released balloons with personal notes in Ol-
iver’s honor.
 An investigation is ongoing.
 See related obituary on Page 2A.
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State Rep. Dennis Paul (second from right) has been working closely with county 
of� cials to address a long-standing � ooding concern near the intersection of Fuqua 
and Sabo. The ongoing problem has now been tagged as a “top priority.” Pictured 
above with Paul examining the issue are, left to right, Myron Jones, precinct co-
ordinator for Commissioner Rodney Ellis; Dawn McDonald, district director for 
Paul; Jeremy Phillips, director of community services for the Harris County Flood 
Control District; and Andrew Orlando, property manager for HCFCD. See related 
story on Page 1A.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Sabo ditch study “top priority”
Continued from Page 1A
GPA or family income.
 “Promise at San Jac is 
starting with students from 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District because 
PISD is already working 
with Good Reason Houston 
on another initiative,” stated 
Dr. Allatia Harris, San Jacin-
to College vice chancellor 
for strategic initiatives. “We 
selected these three schools 
because they represent some 
of the lowest and highest 
college-going rates. We will 
be studying the data to deter-
mine how we can ef� ciently 
grow the Promise program 
to get more students on a 
path to meaningful careers.”
 After leveraging any � -
nancial aid awards and grant 
funds, as well as third-party 
scholarships, the students 
who meet the requirements 
will receive a scholarship 
from the San Jacinto College 
Foundation to cover the re-
mainder of their tuition and 
books. 
 Students will be required 
to take a minimum of 12 
hours each fall and spring 

semester and must complete 
the credential within three 
years with a minimum 2.0 
GPA. Staff will be available 
at the college to assist stu-
dents throughout their time 
at San Jacinto College to en-
sure that they complete their 
credential or associate de-
gree on time. 
 “Harris County Promise 
is more than just a schol-
arship,” Hellyer said. “The 
Promise staff provide addi-
tional supports that ensure 
our students stay enrolled in 
college and persist to gradu-
ation.
 Pasadena ISD Superin-
tendent Dr. DeeAnn Powell 
is also enthusiastic about the 
program.
 “We know in a fast-chang-
ing world, our students need 
more skills to remain com-
petitive in today’s job mar-
ket,” Powell said. “This 
program helps our students 
receive the degree or tech-
nical certi� cation needed 
to succeed in the workforce 
and beyond.”
 Modeled after similar 
successful programs across 
Texas and the country, Har-
ris County Promise aims to 
solve the opportunity gap 
and increase college com-
pletion, particularly among 
low-income students. 
 While Harris County 
Promise launched with sev-
en high schools, the program 
plans to expand to more high 
schools and four-year col-
leges in the future.
 “This is an unprecedent-
ed partnership that demon-
strates a community-wide 
investment in our students 
and a dedication to ensur-
ing all students can obtain a 
postsecondary credential and 
enter the workforce ready to 
succeed,” said Paris Woods, 
managing director of Harris 
County Promise. “Our hope 
is that Promise can close the 
equity gap in college com-
pletion and change the life 
trajectory of our students for 
years to come.”
 For more information 
about the Harris Coun-
ty Promise at San Jacinto 
College, visit https://www.
sanjac.edu/admissions-aid/
paying-college/harris-coun
ty-promise-program.

Free tuition available

Continued from Page 1A
people experiencing home-
lessness. Clutch City Connect 
donated more than 180 pounds 
of dog/cat food, leashes/har-
nesses and several other items. 
These animals also received 
free exams, vaccinations and 
grooming. More than 300 peo-
ple were also fed at the event.
 A second event followed 
in August when Sepulveda 
held a clothing drive at The 
Beacon, a day center for the 
homeless in downtown Hous-
ton. For several weeks prior 
to the event, Clutch City Con-
nect had collected clothing 
donations to distribute. In all, 
85 trash bags full of clothes 
were collected from support-
ers who donated in response 
to a promotional video from 
the group. The clothes were 
sorted and placed on tables for 
homeless men and women at 
the facility.

the Shriners Hospital for Chil-
dren and Today’s Harbor for 
Children to provide toys for 
patients and foster children, 
respectively.
 With Clutch City Con-
nect’s one-year anniversa-
ry approaching, Sepulveda 
wants to expand to focus more 
on at-risk youth. “Helping 
at-risk youth is also of great 
importance to us because the 
kids of today are truly the 
future of tomorrow, as cliché 
as that may sound,” Sepulve-
da said. “Over the past year 
of running this organization, 
I have had the privilege of 
working with a lower-income 
elementary school, two foster 
homes and countless children 
that live in homeless shelters. 
There are so many opportu-
nities that they miss out on 
due to funding and the factor 
of not having any family to 
help guide them. I have also 

Continued from Page 1A
is running unopposed on the 
Republican side. Democrats 
competing for the nomination 
include Susan Criss and Mar-
garita Ruiz Johnson.
 In the state House District 
129 race, Republican incum-
bent Dennis Paul is facing 
GOP challenger Ryan Lee. 
Kayla Alix is the lone Demo-
crat in the contest.
 Harris County Precinct 1 
Commissioner Rodney Ellis 
is being challenged by Demo-
cratic opponent Maria T. (Ter-
ri) Jackson.
 In the race for the position 
of Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable, incumbent Chris 
Diaz is being challenged 
by Democrats Jerry Garcia, 
George Goffney Jr. and Alber-
to “Bert” Rivera. Daniel Vela 
is the sole republican candi-

Homeless get help from JFD grad
Early voting begins

Fred Flickinger

Reliable Conservative

for County Dept. of Education Trustee Pos. 5

Fred Flickinger
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date in the race. (See related 
questionnaires Page 5A.)
 Harris County Precinct 8 
Constable Phil Sandlin and 
Harris County Precinct 2, 
Place 1 Justice of the Peace Jo 
Ann Delgado are both running 
unopposed.

Locations
 Nearby early voting lo-
cations include the Harris 
County annex, 10851 Scars-
dale Blvd.; the East Harris 
County Activity Center, 7340 
Spencer Highway in Pasade-
na; and the Freeman Branch 
Library, 16616 Diana Lane in 
the Clear Lake area.
 Polling hours are 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Feb. 18 – Feb. 22; 1 to 
6 p.m. Feb. 23; and 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Feb. 24 – Feb. 28.
 For a complete list of poll-
ing locations or sample ballot, 
visit www.harrisvotes.com.

Frazier unveils 
Little Free Library
Frazier Elementary recently opened a Little Free Library. 
This is a place where families can come any time, any day 
to read a book, take a book or donate a book by opening the 
library bench that is located in front of the school. A Girl 
Scout named Ella DeRousse contacted the school librarian 
Lupe Palacios about a Little Free Library service project for 
Frazier. Around the same time, a group of ladies from a Bible 
study group contacted the school. The group raised money on 
behalf of a dear friend Barbara Walton who died in 2018 after 
a long battle with cancer. Walton was a former reading teach-
er at Frazier who had substituted for many years prior to her 
2003-2013 classroom teaching position. The Bible study group 
decided to donate money toward a project to honor Walton’s 
love for teaching children and her years of service to Frazier. 
Thus began the Little Free Library journey. Shown below left 
are, left to right, Staci Grif�  n (Barbara’s daughter), Stephen 
Walton (Barbara’s husband) and Holly Ramirez (Bible study 
member). Shown below are Palacios (left) and Girl Scout Ella 
DeRousse. Photos by Wendy Wiseburn

Cosmetology students host book drive

Dr. Kirk Lewis Career & Technical High School cosme-
tology students are preparing for SkillsUSA district and 
state competitions by hosting a book drive. The goal of 
the students was to donate books for children in need in 
the Houston and Pasadena areas as a community service 
project, contributing to their community and  spreading 

awareness of SkillsUSA. This drive encourages commu-
nity members to donate by dropping off pre-K through 
� fth-grade children’s books at the Dr. Kirk Lewis Ca-
reer & Technical High School through Feb. 14. Shown 
above are, left to right, Rubi Romero, Kamryn Garza, 
and Alexandra Gutierrez. Photo submitted

 Later that month, Sepul-
veda’s group partnered with 
several businesses to host a 
back-to-school bash at R.P. 
Harris Elementary. The event 
provided school supplies to 
more than 400 students.
 In October, the Houston 
Public Library reached out to 
Clutch City Connect seeking 
care packages for the home-
less. The group provided 100 
of these for the cause.
 With winter approaching, 
the group launched a cam-
paign last November to col-
lect 500 blankets to distribute 
to the homeless. With the help 
of multiple businesses, the or-
ganization met its goal.
 Also in November, Clutch 
City Connect hosted its sec-
ond pet clinic at Ecclesia 
Houston, a downtown com-
munity church.
 During the Christmas holi-
days, the group partnered with 

learned the unfortunate statis-
tics of how many foster kids 
become homeless after they 
turn 18. They basically get 
thrown out to the streets and 
are left to be on their own. We 
want to help prevent this on-
going cycle and prepare them 
for when they become adults.”
 Sepulveda also wants to 
help get homeless off the 
street. “Our goal has always 
been to lend a helping hand 
and provide the necessities 
for the survival of the less 
fortunate in our local Hous-
ton/Greater Houston area,” 
Sepulveda said. “We want to 
do more then lending a help-
ing hand. We are going to 
start helping with getting the 
homeless into housing, pre-
paring them to get jobs and 
actually back on their feet.”
 For more information or 
to donate or volunteer, visit 
www.clutchcityconnect.com.
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Include s

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Include s “Expre ss 
Exterior” Plu s

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Include s “Shine & 
Poli sh” Plu s • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 3/21/20.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS FOR 
DETAIL & HANDWASH SERVICES
www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Mechanic  
On Duty

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

BBB Accredited Business

11101 Resource Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

281-464-SOLD (7653)
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
Do What Moves You!

Ashley Pointe - Gorgeous J. Patrick home in gated section!  5-3.5-3 on 
over-sized lot, upgrades galore, outdoor kitchen! #Beth

Sagemont Park Town Homes - Great 3-2.5-2 with formal 
dining and study, updated kitchen and remodeled master bath! #Sabo

Clearview Village - So pretty! 3-2.5-2, no carpet!  Beautiful wood 
floors, fresh paint, granite c-tops, covered patio and deck! #CRO 

SAGEGLEN - 3-2-2, vaulted ceiling in den with fireplace, CCISD, 
investor special! #PER

SOLD

SOLD in 5 DAYS!

Dobie varsity football standouts Cameran Gray 
(seated left) and Jesse Mitchell (seated right) se-
lected where they will continue their education and 
respective playing careers during a national letter 
of intent signing Feb. 5 at Dobie. Gray is headed 
to the University of Houston after inking with the 
Cougars, while Mitchell will go to Southern Naz-
arene University in Bethany, Okla., after sign-

ing with the Storm. Gray starred at receiver and 
Mitchell at linebacker as the Longhorns went 9-1 
this season to give the program nine wins for the 
first time since 1999. Dobie coaches present at the 
signing included, standing left to right, assistant 
coaches Brooke McCain and Zach Whitt, head 
coach Kevin Berneathy and assistant coach Cody 
Blanchard.

Dobie footballers sign letters of intent

Toni Muse

GREEN AND 
ASSOCIATES
REALTORS®

Moving Families 
For 30 Years! 

NEW LISTING
Beautiful listing in Tuscan Lakes, League City, 

CCISD. 5 or 6 bedroom 2 story home that  
features fabulous kitchen, formal dining, den,  

game room(2nd �oor) and a fabulous backyard. 
Enjoy your pool and spa. ML#65157369

NEW LISTING
First time buyers, this precious home in Pasadena 
has 4 bedroom 2 updated baths, price at $159,900. 

ML# 44099225

Thinking of buying or selling, give me a call!
 Call Toni 281-389-6519

JFD, Maverick soccer to clash

C.A.P. Automotive 
Service

The Honda Specialists
Your Satisfaction Is Our #1 Goal

713-944-7723
CV Axles • Air Conditioning

  Honda Transmission Rebuilds
   Tune-ups • Computer Diagnostics

    Brakes • Suspension

10411 Hartsook St. Houston, Tx 77034-3518
www.cap-automotive.com / Fax: 713-944-1725

25% OFF ALL
MAJOR REPAIRS

PISD Brown Relays
hit Auxiliary Feb. 14
 Thirty-eight teams from 
across the region will in-
vade Pasadena ISD’s Aux-
iliary Stadium Fri., Feb. 
14 as the long-standing 
Brown Relays play out.
 The Dobie boys’ and 
girls’ teams, fresh off a 
solid start at the Deer Park 
Kethan Relays to open the 

season, will co-host along 
with the other four Pasa-
dena ISD programs.
 The field events begin 
at noon, with running pre-
lims at 1:30 p.m. and run-
nings finals at 5:30 p.m.  
 See more Dobie and 
Clear Brook track and 
field news on Page 2B.

Regional quarterfinalist Dobie will open the 2020 
varsity softball season Monday, Feb. 17, taking 
on neighboring Clear Brook at the Pasadena ISD 
Complex at 6 p.m. Above, senior pitcher Jessica 
De La Cerda, who figured prominently in that run 
to the third round, is again expected to see a ton 

of time in the circle for a team coming off a 26-
win season. Head coach Robin Rackley welcomes 
back De La Cerda in addition to as many as sev-
en position players who played quite a bit in 2019. 
What’s in store for this season? See more on the 
Lady Longhorns on Page 2B.       Photo by Jade Wise

Lady Longhorns open against Brook Feb. 17

SJC softball wins three more
 Cat Cavazos and Kaylee 
Thomas came up with ter-
rific pitching performanc-
es as the San Jacinto Col-
lege softball team finished 
the Galveston Invitational 
with a pair of wins, giving 
the team seven victories 
in nine games to open the 
season.
 Kaylee Thomas won 
her fifth game of the 
young season as she threw 
a seven-inning gem in the 
finale, getting San Jacinto 
(7-2) past Angelina 2-1.
 Thomas, a freshman 
from Clear Springs High 
School, struck out nine 
over the seven frames, 
allowing four hits and no 
earned runs.
 Kylee Hatton and Au-
drey Garcia drove in runs, 
and Lexi Saenz and Tam-
era McKnight had two hits 

apiece.
 Cavazos was just as 
good as part of a nine-in-
ning outing in a 4-1 win 
over Connors State.
 The freshman from 
North Shore High School 
allowed four hits and an 
earned run while striking 
out 10 in the game.
 Morgan Childs led San 
Jacinto offensively with a 
pair of hits and three runs 
scored.
 McKnight and Laura 
Hernandez also had two 
hits each in the game.
 In the tournament 
opener, Childs homered 
and drove in four runs 
while collecting two hits 
and scoring three times as 
the locals defeated Boss-
ier Parish 15-3 by mer-
cy rule in five innings. 
Thomas was the benefi-

SBHLL accepting Jrs./Srs.
 Sagemont-Bever ly 
Hills Little League offi-
cials are still hosting reg-
istration for junior/senior 
division players (ages 13 
to 16) through Feb. 15.
 The registration fee is 
$200 per player. Those 
wishing to play this sea-
son may complete the 

process online at http://
sbhll.activesports.com/
Register. There will also 
be separate in-person 
sign-up dates Feb. 14 and 
Feb. 15, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Tryouts will then  
follow Feb. 15 thereafter 
the registration session is 
complete.

ciary of the big run sup-
port  as she worked just 
three frames for the win, 
with Cavazos finishing 
up. as the locals came 
away with three wins.

 Four teams battling for 
very different things right 
now are set to clash as the 
Dobie/Memorial varsity 
soccer rivalry continues.

Dobie girls 
vs. Memorial

Fri., Feb. 14
San Jacinto College
 South campus, 5:30 p.m.

Dobie boys 
vs. Memorial

Sat., Feb. 15
Veterans, 2 p.m.

 First place superiori-
ty at the midway point in 
the season will be on the 
line as five-time defending 
District 22-6A champion  
Dobie, currently leading 
the league at 6-0-1, going 
against Memorial, which 
is second at 6-1-0.
 Those two teams will 
meet Saturday, Feb. 15, 
at Veterans Stadium at 2 
p.m., the final game of a 
tripleheader at the stadi-
um.
 The Dobie girls, cur-
rently fighting for the No. 

4 playoff seed in 22-6A 
with Memorial and oth-
ers, will take on the Lady 
Mavericks Friday, Feb. 

14 at San Jacinto College 
South at 7:30 p.m. See 
more soccer news on Page 
6B.

 The Southbelt Dol-
phins of the Bay Area 
Football League continue 
to host new player/drill 
team, cheer/mascot regis-
tration Feb. 22, at Black-
hawk Park.
 The in-person registra-
tion session will be held 

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Blackhawk Park.
 For additional football 
player information or 
about the program, call 
Cheryl Arnesen at 713-
459-4330 or direct email 
to her at cheryl_arnesen@
att.net.

SB Dolphins to register

Brook boys take big step

Dobie basketball playoff bound
 It’s official. Both the 
Dobie boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball teams are headed 
to the postseason.
 And, the Clear Brook 
varsity boys’ team has tak-
en a huge step in its quest 
to reach the playoffs out 
of Distrct 24-6A after an 
impressive win over sec-
ond-place Clear Lake Feb. 
11.
Lady Horns grab third

 Dominant wins over 
South Houston and Me-
morial were enough for 

the Dobie varsity girls’ 
team to finish 12-4 overall 
for the second straight sea-
son, which again comes 
with the No. 3 playoff 
seed out of District 22-6A. 
 At press time, Dobie 
was waiting for the out-
come of a District 21-6A 
tiebreaker between Beau-
mont United and North 
Shore to determine its 
bidistrict playoff foe.

JFD boys are in
 Anything can happen 
in the playoffs, and that’s 

just what the Dobie var-
sity boys’ basketball team 
is thinking after a 70-54 
victory over Memorial 
pushed the locals to 10-5 
in league play and into the 
postseason.
 Atascocita and Summer 
Creek are locked into the 
No. 1 and No. 2 playoff 
seeds, and a peer at re-
maining schedules would 
appear to give Kingwood 
an edge over the Horns for 
the third seed.

Continued on Page 6B
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 As expected, Dobie’s 
distance runners stood out 
at the 2020 track and � eld 
debut at the Jim Kethan 
Relays, giving the team 
some momentum head-
ing into the Brown Relays 
Feb. 14 at Auxiliary Stadi-
um in Pasadena.
 Junior Alberto Campa, 
a state quali� er during the 
cross-country season, was 
off and running in Deer 
Park as his time of 10 min-
utes, 19-one hundredths of 
a second easily won the 
3,200-run to get his season 
off and running.
 Javier Martinez was 
also on his game during 
� rst-week action as he was 
third in the 800 run with a 
time of 2:07.40.
 Junior Amari Single-
ton, turning her focus 
to the 800 run in Deer 
Park, came up with a sec-
ond-place � nish in that 
event with an outstanding 
time  of 2:28.55.

Clear Brook High School bowler Allison Lee (seated center) signed with Mid-
land University, owner of one of the top bowling programs in the nation, to 
continue her education and bowling career with the Warriors. Those with 
her at the signing included Clear Brook assistant bowling coach and her fa-
ther,  Jason Lee (left), and her mother, Nanette Lee. A four-year member of 

the Lady Wolverines’ program, Lee has contributed greatly to three straight 
district championships for the team and has also helped lead the squad to  
a pair of regional titles as well as a state berth. Lee has been named to and 
competed on the Houston Southeast All- District Team.  

Clear Brook’s Lee to join Midland bowling program

It’s hard to imagine 
that even Taylor Pleas-
ants herself could have 
imagined delivering the 
kind of collegiate debut 
she put together while 
helping Louisiana State 
University’s softball 
program to a 4-0 run 
of the table at the Tiger 
Classic in Baton Rouge. 
The 2019 Dobie gradu-
ate and reigning 22-6A 
Most Valuable Play-
er smacked doubles in 
wins over Central Ar-
kansas (3-2) and Okla-
homa State (1-0) and 
then went 1 for 2 with 
a pair of runs scored 
in an 8-0 shutout over  
Florida A&M. Pleasants 
then saved her best for 
last, going 3 for 3 with 
a walkoff solo homer in 
the bottom of the sev-
enth inning as LSU got 
past Oklahoma State 
3-2. She also added a 
solid display of defense 
over the weekend from 
her shortstop position, 
including diving to catch 
a liner in the hole for 
a putout. Through the 
four games, Pleasants 
hit .692. 

Pleasants dazzles in LSU softball debut weekend
 The Longhorns’ Jere-
miah Ballard did his part 
as he wound up second in 
the 110 hurdles at 16.45, 
and his top high jump of 
5-10 was � fth.
 Jason Brooks, a Van-
derbilt University football 
signee, helped out in the 
shot event with a throw of 
46-1 for second place. In 
the same event, Dobie’s 
Dominic Caballero had 
a throw of 42-5 for sixth 
place.
 Dobie also got a boost 
from Dontavion Crosby 
in a pair of � eld events. 
In the triple jump, Crosby 
went 40-1 for third place, 
and his mark of 19-5 1/4 
gave him fourth in the 
long jump.
 The Longhorns did 
well in the relays for key 
points, getting second in 
the 4x2, third in the 4x1 
and sixth in the 4x4.
 Along with Singleton, 
there were other Lady 

Longhorn standouts. 
 Isabella Delgado was 
third with a time of 54.66 
in the 300 hurdles, and 
Kenya Horton’s leap of 
32-4 1/4  was fourth-best 
in the event.
 Amya Ray scored in 
the sprints, taking � fth in 
both the 100 (13.41) and 
the 200 (28.03), and team-
mate Izzy Padilla was � fth 
at 12:41.68 in the 3,200 
run.
 Jordyn Ridge went 14-5 
1/2 for sixth in the long 
jump, and Janelle Mooney 
placed sixth in the 400 
with a time of 1:03.79.
 Like the Dobie boys, 
the Lady Longhorns 
scored well in the relays, 
taking second in each of 
the three.
 In the 4x1, it was Raven 
Finister, Briana Haywood, 
Mia Sanchez and Ray as 
the Lady Longhorns came 
in at 51.34.
 A time of 1:52.28 was 

also good for second place 
as that foursome included  
Finister, Ridge, Sanchez 
and Horton.
 Mooney, Sanchez, Va-
nessa Villareal and Sin-
gleton combined in the 
4x4 for second in a time of 
4:16.94.
 “We were very proud 
of our group,” Dobie head 
coach Charles Washington 
said.
 “The girls compet-
ed well, particularly for 
the � rst meet of the year. 
We still have some work 
to do to get our times 
down. Amari Singleton is 
looking strong, And our 
freshman, Mia Sanchez, 
is � tting in well with our 
varsity group.
 “The Brown Relays will 
present a big test. There 
are more schools (38) and 
tough competition.”
 The tougher compe-
tition is what the Dobie 
teams welcome this sea-
son as the District 22-6A 
meet is expected to be 
perhaps the most competi-
tive throughout the Region 
III ranks when the time 
comes in April.

 If it wasn’t for bad 
luck... San Jacinto Col-
lege’s baseball team began 
perhaps it’s most import-
ant nonconference week-
end of the season with a 
blowout win but then suf-
fered three single-run loss-
es to go 1-3 for the trip to 
Marianna, Fla.
 Alan Shibley, Raphael 
Ochoa and Tyriece Silas 
drove in two runs apiece 
over � ve innings as the 
Gators began things with 
a 17-3 blowout of Motlow 

State. Silas homered in the 
game, and Brandon Bird-
sell struck out six over his 
three innings for the win.
 The locals then went 
nine innings against 
Northwest Florida State, 
getting just one hit. Staff 
ace Parker Mitchell struck 
out 12 over � ve frames in 
a no-decision.
 Top-ranked Chipo-
la scored late for a 3-2 
win over San Jacinto de-
spite solo home runs from 
Hunter Townsend and 

Blaine Robinson.
 SJC’s Bryant Salgado 
was solid in his start, go-
ing four innings and fan-
ning seven with no earned 
runs.
 Townsend was 2 for 5 
with a home run, two runs 
scored and three runs bat-
ted in while Jordan Wil-
liams drove in two, but 
Florida SouthWestern 
State scored a run in the 
last of the 10th to take a 
3-2 victory as SJC fell to 
5-3 overall.

Clear Brook graduate Cassity will attend medical school

Class of 2016 Clear Brook High School graduate and two-time all district 
football player Andrew Cassity just may one day focus his attention  on help-
ing athletes return from injury as he has been accepted to join the Texas 
A&M School of Medicine’s Health Science Center in Bryan, Texas, with a 
projected graduation date of May 2024. He is anticipated to earn his ud-
ergraduate in biochemistry pre-med bachelor of science degree and mi-
nor in biology in May of this year from Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss., 
where he also  played football while holding a grade point average of 3.933 
on a 4.0 scale. Last year, Cassity earned numerous honors, including the 
Allstate American Football Coaches Association Good Works Team Nom-

inee: 169 college football athletes from around the nation were selected for 
their achievements off the � eld, selected by their community service and abil-
ity to overcome adversity; as well as the Mississippi Association of Colleges 
and Universities David M. Halbrook Certi� cate for Academic Achievement 
among Athletes: Awarded to one student athlete at each of the 8 member Mis-
sissippi Colleges for academic excellence. He has logged hundreds of hours 
of shadowing, research and presentation work during his academic career at 
Millsaps, including summer  internships and more. He also participated in 
lacrosse, powerlifting and water polo while at Clear Brook High School.

SJC baseball drops three

A Region III �  nal eight appearance was nice in 2019, but the Dobie varsity girls 
softball team is now gunning for more with plenty of previous varsity experi-
ence to draw from throughout the lineup. Dobie head coach Robin Rackley 
(above) will lead her team into the 2020 season opener Feb. 17 against Clear 
Brook before the team travels to the College Station Invitational Feb. 20-22.

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Reaching the regional 
quarter� nals a season ago 
has only whetted the ap-
petite of the Dobie varsi-
ty girls’ softball program 
heading into the 2020 
campaign.
 Losing the services 
of District 22-6A Most 
Valuable Player Taylor 
Pleasants to Louisiana 
State University certain-
ly doesn’t help – head 
coach Robin Rackley free-
ly admits Pleasants cannot 
merely be replaced – but 
the Lady Longhorns will 
push on.
 Make no mistake, 
2019 proved magical for 
the program. Dobie � rst 
won a three-way battle 
for second place and then 
downed North Shore and 
Clear Falls before eventu-
ally losing to La Porte in 
the regional quarter� nals.
 Along the way, Dobie 
reached the regional quar-
ter� nals for the � rst time 
since the 2012 campaign, 
won 26 overall games and 
saw Pleasants become an 
all-state selection.
 Pleasants is now at LSU 
having already collected 
Southeastern Conference 
Freshman of the Week 
honors for her outstanding 
play during opening week-
end (see above).
 Those now vying to � ll 

the vacancy at shortstop 
for the � rst time in � ve 
seasons are Jasmin Beni-
tez and Kristen Barba, 
while Jessenia Pena will 
likely shift to third base to 
cover some extra ground.
 Karlie Barba will get 
a good look at � rst base, 
and Mykayla Gutierrez 
returns at catcher. Leslie 
Longoria, sporting one of 
the best batting averag-
es in the region a season 
ago, returns to the out� eld 
along with Dani Colunga 
and others.
 In the circle, Jessica 
De La Cerda and Miquela 
Guajardo return, and there 
are other options like Kar-
lie Barba and freshman 
Marissa Perla. Any direc-
tion Rackley turns, there 
is plenty of varsity playing 
experience.
 “I think what we did last 
year made the kids hungri-
er for more, and that’s cer-
tainly what coach (Chris) 
Swinnen (varsity assistant 
coach) and I pushed in the 
offseason,” Rackley said.
 “Nobody likes to lose 
at that point in the season, 
and we also saw the end of 
an era with Taylor playing 
her � nal game, but now we 
are ready to go there again 
and beyond.
 “I feel like we have a 
roster full of players who 
know what it takes to win 
and to go deep in the play-

offs. I expect us to have a 
very good season.”
 After facing Clear 
Brook in the 2020 open-
er Feb. 17 at the Pasade-
na ISD Complex, Dobie 
will head to College Sta-
tion Feb. 20-22 for one of 
the state’s largest annu-
al events. Dobie will also 
compete in the Pearland 
tournament.
 Early on, Rackley is 
seeking chemistry. The 
talent is there, but there is 
a true � t, and she will � nd  
it.
 “I’m big on just how 
we all work together, and I 
want us to feel that vibe as 
a group,” Rackley said.
 “We want to � nd that 
one unit that functions 
well as a whole, but I also 
feel  like we have a lot 
of players capable of � ll-
ing key roles when called 
upon.”
 Dobie will again play in 
one of the best top-heavy 
leagues around, with as 
many as six programs ca-
pable of advancing.
 But the Lady Long-
horns are undeterred. 
They were tested greatly 
in 2019 and were the last 
standing from 22-6A.
 “We’re excited to 
get started,” said Rack-
ley. “This can be another 
memorable year for our 
program, and that’s what 
we all want.”

Lady Longhorn softball
again has high hopes

JFD out of gate at Kethan Relays
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Ja son Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly service s  
      with your 
children and pet s’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention adverti sers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participant s will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com

www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4B

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problem s?

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656

Commercial, Indu strial & Re sidential

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español

832-715-6441
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB26543E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

HIRE A HUSBAND
I do the following and much more!

• Ceiling fans • Tree Trimming • Light Fixtures • Curtains  
• Re-level Mobile Homes • Assemble Furniture • Pressure Washing  
• Vinyl Siding Repair • Tie Down Sheds • Check Our All Day Rates 

THE WORKING LADIES’ FRIEND409-204-2659

Carpentry / Repairs
Doors  Floors  Drywall 

Fascia/Soffit  Painting  Rotten Wood
         Call Alan 713-515-3781  

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not to soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

TACLB002755C

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available *Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

HOME SERVICES
Fencing, House Painting & 

Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 785-614-4945 

LEAK DETECTION
Drywall / Painting
Insurance Claims

Call Adam @ 832-689-5252
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District 24-6A Standings
Varsity Girls’ Basketball

(As of Feb. 12)
 Teams  W  L

 Clear Springs 11 1

 Clear Creek  9 3

 Clear Falls  9 3

 Dickinson  5 7

  Clear Brook  3 9

 Alvin  3 9

 Clear Lake 2                10 

District 24-6A Standings
Varsity Boys’ Basketball

(As of Feb. 12)
 Teams  W  L

 Dickinson 10 0

 Clear Lake  6 4

 Clear Creek  6 4 

 Clear Brook  6 4

 Clear Falls  4 6

 Clear Springs  4 7

 Alvin  0                11

District 22-6A Standings
Varsity Girls’ Basketball

(As of Feb. 12)
 Teams  W  L

 Summer Creek 15 1

 Atascocita 14 2

 Dobie 12 4

 Humble 11 5

 Kingwood  6 8

 Memorial  5                11

 Rayburn  3                13

 Pasadena  2                14  

 South Houston  1                15

District 22-6A Standings
Varsity Boys’ Basketball

(As of Feb. 12)
 Teams  W  L

 Atascocita 14 1

 Summer Creek 13 1

 Kingwood 10 4

 Dobie 10 5

 Humble  6 8  

 Memorial  4                10  

 Rayburn  4                10

 South Houston  2                12 

 Pasadena  1                13

22-6A Girls’ Soccer Standings
As of Feb. 12

Team W L T Pts.
Atascocita  7 0 0 21
Kingwood  5 1 0 15
Summer Creek       4 2 1 13
Memorial 4 2 1 13
Dobie 4 3 0 12
Pasadena 2                 5             0               6
Rayburn                  0                6 0 0
Humble 0 6 0 0
S. Houston 0 6 0 0

22-6A Boys’ Soccer Standings
As of Feb. 12

Team W L T Pts.
Dobie  6 0 1  19
Memorial                6 1 0 18
Humble  5 1 1 16
Kingwood 4 1              3              15
Atascocita 4               3             0 12
Pasadena 2                 5             0               6
Rayburn 1 5 1 4
S. Houston             1                6 0 3
Summer Creek 0 7 0 0

Local  basketball teams score playoff berths
Continued from Page 1B
 Kingwood, 10-4 at 
present, has remaining 
games against Summer 
Creek and Sam Rayburn, 
while Dobie � nishes its 
season at home against 
Summer Creek Feb. 14.
 If form holds true, it 
would appear the Long-
horns are headed for a 
bidistrict playoff clash 
with state-ranked North 
Shore.
 However, if the Long-
horns can get out of the 
gate against Summer 
Creek in a similar fashion 
as they did against South 
Houston and Memorial, 
the battle for playoff seed-

ing could get interesting as 
Kingwood and Dobie have 
split their series.
 In a 71-38 rout of South 
Houston, the Longhorns 
outscored the Trojans 18-2 
in the � rst quarter to take 
control early on.
 Already in front by a 
wide margin, the Long-
horns also won the � nal 
period 25-13 to � nish off 
the impressive win.
 Five players scored at 
least eight points in the 
game, with 10 players 
scoring points as head 
coach Kevin Cross was 
able to substitute freely.
 Adrian Young led the 
way with 10 points in the 

game, and Cameran Guy 
added nine of his own. 
Marquice Scott and Jalen 
Lendsey had eight points 
each.
 Then came a 70-54 win 
over Memorial at home 
Feb. 11 as Lendsey led the 
way with 18 points and 
nine rebounds as he con-
tinues to close out his � nal 
regular season strong.
 Scott, the longest-ten-
ured varsity player with 
parts of four seasons to his 
credit, added 16 points as 
he, too, looks to cap his � -
nal regular season with a 
bang.
 Shannon Hayes had 
nine points as the Long-

horns used a 28-5 run in 
the � rst quarter to basical-
ly put the win away.
Wolverines roll past Lake

 A 17-0 run over a key 
juncture of the game al-
lowed the surging Clear 
Brook boys’ team to create 
a log jam in District 24-
6A.
 Dickinson is on its 
way to the District 24-6A 
crown, but there’s now a 
three-way tie for second 
place among Clear Brook, 
Clear Lake and Clear 
Creek after the Wolverines 
bounced Lake 75-55 Feb. 
11 at Krueger Field House 
and Clear Springs scored 
a mild upset over Clear 

Creek.
 The Wolverines got a 
game-high 24 points from 
Ka’Mauri Millender and 
23 more from Brandon 
Andrews.
 Lake held a 22-13 lead 
at one point before a Wol-
verine surge led to a 30-22 
edge for the visitors.
 Brook, now 24-9, hosts 
Clear Creek Feb. 14 while 
Lake takes on Dickinson 
in a a pair of huge games 
as the regular season is 
down to two games each. 
The Wolverines seeming-
ly have a playoff berth in 
hand but would love to get 
up to the No. 2 seed with a 
pair of wins.

Above, senior Victoria Chu (3), Dobie’s leading scorer last season and this, has 
the Lady Longhorns in the mix for what is currently the No. 4 playoff seed in 
District 22-6A following a 4-0 win over Sam Rayburn coupled with a 2-1 win 
over South Houston Feb. 11. At 4-3-0 with a game remaining in the � rst half of 
league play against Memorial, the Lady Longhorns trail the 4-2-1 Lady Mav-
ericks but can overtake them with a win Feb. 14.  Atascocita and Kingwood 
are jockeying for � rst place, with Summer Creek third and Memorial fourth 
at present. Below, Dobie goalkeeper McKenzie Rankins has continued to play 
well of late for her team heading into the big matchup with Memorial as the 
Lady Longhorns have surrendered just one goal in two games since losses to 
Kingwood and Atascocita. Rankins, in � rst full season as the starter, has helped 
Dobie to a 9-6-1 overall record, and the Lady Longhorns are pushing for more 
down the stretch.                                                                                   

Photos by John Bechtle

Serene Wellness Spa
Eugenia-Marie wishes all our valued clients

 Happy Valentine’s Day

FOR MORE SPECIALS CALL
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

281-464-8322
www.serenewellness.net

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

19056 Gulf Frwy., Suite 39
(Inside Salons by JC at Baybrook Mall)

Friendswood, Tx 77546

$5 Off Any Regular 
Spa Service

This coupon must be presented at time of service. 
Good with spa services only.

Dobie’s Tori Nunez (4) advances the ball up� eld af-
ter a takeaway against Rayburn Feb. 8 at Veterans 
Stadium in Pasadena as the Lady Longhorns went 
on to gain an easy 4-0 victory. After losses to King-

wood and Atascocita in consecutive games, Dobie 
tripped Rayburn and then edged South Houston 2-1 
Feb. 11 to set up a key game against Memorial Feb. 
14 at San Jacinto College South.

Dobie soccer teams set as Mavs’ games loom
 The Dobie/Memorial 
rivalry may not be as old 
as some of the others in 
the Pasadena ISD ranks, 
but it’s certainly as � erce 
as any.
 The heat is about to 
pick back up as the respec-
tive boys’ and girls’ soccer 
programs go head-to-head 
in a pair of huge matches 
to close out the � rst half of 
league play.
 Dobie boys’ head coach 
Justo Manrique basically 
pointed to Memorial as 
the chief threat to ending 
the Longhorns’ string of 
� ve consecutive 22-6A 
crowns.
 Now, with just one 
match in round one, it’s 
Dobie versus Memorial 
for sole possession of � rst 
place.
 At 6-0-1 following re-
cent wins over Rayburn 
(5-1) and South Houston 
(5-0), the Longhorns have 
collected 19 points to take 

over � rst place. Memorial, 
meanwhile, is just a point 
back at 6-1-0.
 Dobie got to this point 
by � rst taking down Ray-
burn 5-1 Feb. 7 as Isaac 
Cortez led the way with 
three goals.
 Oscar Aparicio and Os-
car Beltran added goals 
and Imanol Pena had three 
assists as the Longhorns 
controlled things through-
out for the win.
 Against South Houston 
Feb. 11, Cortez had two 
more goals and Antho-
ny Nery, Jonathan Men-

dez and Aparicio also had 
goals. Mendez contributed 
two assists as the Long-
horns grabbed � rst place.
 Dobie and Memorial 
are also pushing to hold 
off the likes of Humble, 
Kingwood and Atascocita 
as the games gain added 
importance.
 So far only a tie at King-
wood has kept the Long-
horns from perfection, but 
it has not been easy.
 With � ve goals over 
two games, Cortez now 
leads the Longhorns with 
11 for the season.

 Nery and Pena have 
� ve each, and Pena leads 
the team with eight assists. 
The Longhorns are 9-1-4 
overall this season.
 The way the 22-6A 
girls’ race has played out 
to this point, Dobie really 
needs a win over the Lady 
Mavericks Feb. 14.
 The Lady Mavericks 
have the edge currently by 
virtue of a tie with Sum-
mer Creek, while the Do-
bie group trailed by just a 
goal at halftime to Sum-
mer Creek before a 6-3 
loss.

 Atascocita is 7-0 and 
out in front, and it will 
also be dif� cult to catch 
Kingwood (5-1-0).
 That has left Summer 
Creek, Memorial and Dor-
bie battling for the � nal 
two playoff seeds.
 So it’s down the stretch 
in the respective varsity 
soccer races, and it’s Do-
bie going head-to-head 
with Memorial.
 Manrique said the boys’ 
race would go this way, 
but he also believed his 
group would prevail. The 
time is here.

Bidistrict Playoff Basketball
Dobie girls vs. North Shore or

Beaumont United, TBA
District 22-6A Basketball
Dobie boys host S. Creek

Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m., Dobie High School

District 24-6A Basketball
Brook boys at Clear Creek

Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m., Creek High School

Brook boys host Clear Falls
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m., Creek High School
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