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 Plans for a spring Little League season at El 
Franco Lee Park are moving forward, according to 
local offi cials who hosted a meeting at the area park 
Tuesday, Jan. 30.
 “There will be a spring Little League season. 
That, you can count on. Little League has been in 
the community for 50+ years and that’s not going to 
change,” said Stefen Breeding, who serves as exec-
utive director of the Houston Wildcatters, the youth 
baseball organization recently selected by county of-
fi cials to oversee play at El Franco Lee Park follow-
ing a year-long battle between local Little League 
and Pony League groups over fi eld use.
 While the Wildcatters, led by philanthropist 

Little League officials hold public meeting
Harris County appoints official to oversee youth sports at EFL Park

local fi elds up to snuff and meet Little League stan-
dards.
 Breeding stressed to attendees that Tuesday’s 
function was not to relitigate the past but to work 
toward the future.
 “Whatever happened before the Wildcatters 
and Scott Freeman came along is in the past,” said 
Breeding. “Measures have been put in place to pre-
vent what’s happened in the past from happening 
again.”
 Among these measures are posting the group’s 
fi nancials on its website at the end of each month 
to provide full transparency; hiring a third party ac-
counting fi rm to oversee the organization’s books; 
and having a third party present at all board meet-
ings to act as an overseer.
 Breeding said the ultimate goal is for the local 

Little League to be self-sustained and operate on is 
own.
 Moving forward, Southbelt Little League will 
revert to its original name Sagemont Beverly Hills 
Little League, according to President Juan Herrera.
 “We’re going back to where it all started,” said 
Herrera.
 Registration is currently open and tentatively 
scheduled to end Feb. 9, with tryouts taking place 
around spring break and opening day falling on 
March 28. Breeding said cost will be dependent on 
the number of registrations, with Freeman possibly 
subsidizing some of the expenses.
 Volunteers and coaches are also being sought.
 Additional information will be available on the 
local Little League’s Facebook page and through 
the Sports Connect website.

Scott Freeman, will be in control of the local base-
ball fi elds, Breeding assured those in attendance 
that Little League will have fi rst access to their use.
 “Little League is Priority No. 1,” said Breeding, 
noting that the Wildcatters would have second dibs 
on fi eld use, before opening them up to the pub-
lic. “We (the Wildcatters) have no skin in the game. 
There’s no hidden agenda.”
 Breeding added that there will be no charge for 
fi eld use, unlike many other fi elds.
 “This is not a money grab,” said Breeding. “It’s 
not a cash cow for us.”
 Contrarily, Breeding said Freeman will be in-
vesting thousands of his own money to bring the 

Genealogy group meets
 The Parker Williams Genealogy Group meets 
the fi rst and third Fridays of the month from, 1 
to 3 p.m at Parker Williams Library on Scars-
dale and Beamer. Meetings are free and com-
munity members interested in researching their 
family history are invited to attend. The next 
meeting is Friday, Feb. 2.

Sagemont to meet Feb. 6
 The Sagemont Civic Club will hold a meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6, at The Gardens, 
12001 Beamer at Hughes. All Sagemont res-
idents/homeowners are invited to attend. The 
meetings typically take place the fi rst Tuesday 
of each month. For additional information, call 
Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes 
Road from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each Thursday as 
part of the weekly Coffee with the Constable. 
The next event will be Thursday, Feb. 1, with 
another event the following Thursday. For more  
information, call Sagemont Civic Club President 
Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545. 

New Covenant feeds needy
 New Covenant Christian Church, 10603 
Blackhawk, distributes food the second and 
fourth Saturday of each month from noon to 1 
p.m. or until supplies run out. The purpose is 
to provide food for community people in need. 
The next event is Feb. 10. For more informa-
tion, call 281-484-4230.

Pop-Up Shop set for Feb. 4
 There will be a Pop-Up Shop market Sun-
day, Feb. 4, at The Gardens, 12001 Beamer at 
Hughes Road, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Held the 
fi rst Sunday of each month, the markets feature 
a wide variety of local vendors. Vending space is 
available. For additional information, call Kay 
Barbour at 713-419-3545.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lanes and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from SH 96/Calder/
Brittany Bay to FM-519/Main Street until fur-
ther notice. 
 The U-turn lane on the northbound Gulf 
Freeway frontage road (north to south) at FM-
519/Main Street in La Marque will be closed 
until further notice. 
 The U-turn lane on the southbound Gulf 
Freeway frontage road (south to north) at FM-
519/Main Street in La Marque will be closed 
until further notice. 
 The northbound Gulf Freeway exit ramp 
to SH-6/SH-146 in La Marque will close per-
manently at 9 a.m. Wednesday, July 5. Traf-
fi c must exit FM-519 and U-turn. Traffi c will 
merge onto the Gulf Freeway southbound main 
lanes at next available entrance ramp.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

 SH 35 closure planned
 At least one northbound lane and one south-
bound lane on SH 35/Telephone Road will be 
closed at Airport Boulevard daily from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. through Thursday, Feb. 1.

Local COVID cases reported
 The number of reported COVID-19 cases in 
the South Belt community has leveled off after 
a spike the previous week, according to Harris 
County health offi cials.
 As of Tuesday, Jan. 30, there were 218 ac-
tive cases in 77089, up three from the previ-
ous week. To date, 140 from the ZIP code have 
died from the disease, no increase from the pre-
vious week. 
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 17 active cas-
es, up one from the previous week. To date, 
there have been 86 deaths in the ZIP code, no 
increase from the previous week. 
 In 77034, there were 15 active cases, no in-
crease from the previous week. To date, 93 res-
idents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the 
disease, no increase from the previous week.
 According to Harris County Health offi cials, 
the vast majority of the fatalities suffered from 
pre-existing health issues.
 Statistics are updated daily and include 
numbers from within the Houston city limits 
and throughout Harris County. To view an in-
teractive map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arc 
gis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

 Beltway closures planned
 At least one northbound frontage road lane 
on Beltway 8 will be closed from Fairmont 
Parkway to Spencer Highway continuously un-
til further notice. No detour will be needed but 
drivers should expect delays.
 At least one southbound frontage road lane 
on Beltway 8 will be closed from SH 225 to 
Pasadena Boulevard continuously until further 
notice. No detour will be needed but drivers 
should expect delays.

 MUD sets up online portal
 Clear Brook City MUD now has an online 
portal that allows residents to set up recurring 
credit card payments. To set up an account, 
Clear Brook City MUD residents should visit 
www.cbcmud.com.

Kirkbluff home catches fire

A house caught fi re Saturday, Jan. 27, in the 10000 block of Kirkbluff near Blackhawk. Ac-
cording to Southeast Volunteer Fire Department offi cials, the blaze started in the backyard 
when a heater ignited straw/hay bedding used to keep animals warm. In addition to SVFD, 
units from the Houston Fire Department and the Pearland Fire Department also respond-
ed to the incident. No injuries were reported.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Leader remembers highs, lows of 2023
The Leader continues its look back on 2023 with 
a list of some of the signifi cant stories of the 
year. For highlights up to June 29, see previous 
editions of the Leader.

June 29
 A female driver was killed in a fi ery crash 
around 9:30 p.m. Sunday, June 18, in the 8500 
block of SH 3/Old Galveston Road near Fuqua. 
Kasey Ramirez, 37, was pronounced dead at the 
scene. According to a witness, Ramirez’s vehi-
cle was traveling at a high rate of speed when it 
lost control, struck a signal pole and burst into 
fl ames. Ramirez’s car was burned beyond recog-
nition, investigators said.

July 6
 The annual South Belt Fourth of July parade 
returned with a bang Tuesday, July 4, with sev-
eral hundred of area residents taking part in the 
celebration. The yearly parade, held 33 out of 
the last 36 years, had been put on hold since 
2020 due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
(The parade was rained out in 2018.) Dozens of 
local groups decorated their vehicles as part of 
the event, which was a salute to Ellington Field.
 A man was found fatally shot inside a parked 
car about 3:05 a.m. Monday, July 3, at an apart-
ment complex in the 1200 block of Redford near 
Edgebrook and the Gulf Freeway. Erick Romero, 
30, was pronounced dead at the scene. According 
to Houston Police Department offi cials, patrol of-
fi cers responded to a shooting call in the parking 
lot of an apartment complex at the above location 
and found Romero inside a parked vehicle shot to 

death. No immediate arrests were made. Dubbed a 
hot spot for violent crime by Houston police, this 
marked the fi rst fatal shooting of the year at The 
Redford apartment complex. By comparison, there 
were at least fi ve fatal shootings at the complex by 
this time of the previous year. There were at least 
13 total shootings at the complex in 2022.

July 13
 A SWAT standoff took place following a stab-
bing early Friday, July 7, at the Mustang Inn in 
the 12000 block of Beltway 8 at the Gulf Free-
way. According to Houston Police Department 
offi cials, patrol offi cers responded to an incident 
around 4 a.m. in which a female victim had been 
stabbed. The victim was transported to a nearby 
hospital to be treated for non-life-threatening 
injuries. The woman identifi ed Justin Lee Rio-
jas as the suspect, and hotel records confi rmed 
the man’s identity. Offi cers attempted to make 
contact with Riojas but he refused to come out 
of the room. SWAT offi cers were called to the 
scene, and a two-hour standoff ensued. Police 
entered Riojas’ room by force at approximately 
6 a.m. and apprehended the suspect. The knife 
allegedly used in the crime was found inside the 
room, police said. Riojas was also transported 
to a nearby hospital to be treated for unspecifi ed 
wounds. Following his release, Riojas was ar-
rested and placed into custody. Riojas, 34, was 
charged with aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon.

July 20
Continued on Page 3

 Graduating seniors in the class of 2024 who live 
in the San Jacinto College taxing district have until 
Feb. 22 to pledge and apply to become a Promise 
Scholar, allowing them to attend the area college 
free of charge.
 “We are excited to welcome the next cohort of 
Promise Scholars,” said Dr. Allatia Harris, San Ja-
cinto College vice chancellor for Strategic Initia-
tives. “Thanks to generous donations from commu-
nity members and partners to our Promise Schol-
arship, we are able to provide a debt-free college 
education to every high school senior who lives in 
our college taxing district.”
 The Promise @ San Jac Scholarship provides 
money to graduating seniors who live in the San 
Jacinto College taxing district to cover the cost of 
in-district tuition and books. The scholarship is 
good for up to three years or the student’s fi rst cer-
tifi cate or associate degree, regardless of household 
income or high school GPA. Students are required 
to enroll at San Jacinto College the fall semester af-
ter their graduation and remain a full-time student, 
which means taking at least 12 credit hours each 
semester.
 Begun in 2022, the program was original-
ly made possible by a $30 million donation from 
MacKenzie Scott, former wife of Amazon founder 

Jeff Bezos.
 The program was initially offered to only Pas-
adena ISD students but is now offered to graduat-
ing seniors from Channelview ISD, Deer Park ISD, 
Galena Park ISD, La Porte ISD, Pasadena ISD and 
Sheldon ISD as well. Homeschool, private school 
and GED graduates in the district are also eligible.
 Clear Creek ISD is not located in the college’s 
taxing district.
 A few South Belt homes, including some in the 
Ashley Pointe and Villa Verde subdivisions, are still 
located in the San Jacinto College tax district, de-
spite being zoned to Clear Creek ISD and Pearland 
ISD schools, respectively. To verify whether or not 
they are in the college’s taxing district, residents 
should check their Harris County tax records.
 Pasadena ISD has a lengthy relationship work-
ing with San Jac College on mutual projects, in-ing 
Early College High School, Dual Credit programs 
and workforce training.
 The two school districts make a great team, ac-
cording to Pasadena ISD Superintendent Dr. Dee-
Ann Powell.
 “It’s a great collaboration,” Powell said of the re-
lationship. “We share a vision.”
 To learn more about Promise @ San Jac, vis-
it sanjac.edu/promise.

SJC’s Promise program deadline nears

Beamer Ditch work moves forward
Project expected to be complete by end of year

 Work is moving forward on the project to 
make drainage improvements to Beamer Ditch, 
with work expected to be complete by the end of 
the year, according to Harris County offi cials.
 Originally to have been complete by fall 2022, 
the project has been marred by problems since 
work began in January 2021, with workers acci-
dentally busting a city water line on the fi rst day 
of construction.
 Following that, work came to a halt when the 
contractor who had been selected to complete 
work unexpectedly walked off the job, which 
was only around 30 percent complete, according 
to county offi cials. Complete Concrete was orig-
inally awarded the low-bid contract to widen the 

ditch and install concrete lining from Sagerock 
to near Dixie Farm Road. Harris County Flood 
Control District was required by law to accept 
the lowest offer. 
 After Complete Concrete deserted the project, 
massive pieces on concrete piping were left at 
the construction site, along with pieces of equip-
ment belonging to the county.
 In January 2023, Rebel Contractors was ap-
proved by Harris County Commissioners Court 
to complete work on the project. Construction 
resumed in spring 2023.
 Construction on the project is broken into 
three segments. Phase 1 runs from Sagerock to 
 Continued on Page 4

 Pasadena ISD was recently selected one of 
fi ve fi nalists in the 22nd annual H-E-B Excel-
lence in Education Awards program.
 Pasadena ISD is one of fi ve in the program’s 
Large District division. Three additional fi nalists 
were announced in the Small District division.
 This year, H-E-B will award a total of $90,000 
to these fi nalists ($5,000 each), and all fi nalists 
will go on to compete for even greater cash priz-
es at the statewide level in May. 
 This honor is based on the district’s commit-
ment to student achievement through innovative 
programs, parent and community involvement 
and professional development opportunities for 
teachers and administrators. 
 “We are proud to receive this recognition as 

it proves once again we are an incredible dis-
trict and community,” said Pasadena ISD Su-
perintendent Dr. DeeAnn Powell. “Our board, 
administration, and campus faculties work hard 
to provide the best possible education for our stu-
dents.”
 Powell added that if Pasadena ISD reigns vic-
torious in the competition, a small committee of 
district stakeholders will be assembled to decide 
how to best utilize the funds.
 To determine statewide winners, a panel of 
judges tour each fi nalist’s campus to engage 
with administration, staff, parents and commu-
nity members. Winners will be announced at the 
H-E-B Excellence in Education Awards ceremo-
  Continued on Page 4

Pasadena ISD receives statewide honor
H-E-B recognizes district as 1 of top 5 in state

 “Old Man Jackson” – a fi lm made by longtime 
South Belt resident Johnny Ray Gibbs – is now 
available to rent or purchase on Amazon Prime 
Video.
 The independent fi lm made its debut at the 
Star Cinema Grill - Baybrook in June 2023 to 
multiple sold-out showings. The fi lm returned to 
the theater for a second screening in October.
 Despite being made on a relatively small bud-
get, Gibbs was able to attract several well-known 
performers to appear in the fi lm, such as Kathy 
Garver from “Family Affair” and Butch Patrick 
from “The Munsters.”
 The fi lm also features Lorelei Linklater, 
daughter of famous director Richard Linklater, 

as well as David Born, who plays the lead role of 
Andy Jackson.
 The majority of the movie was shot in the 
South Belt area, with former Southeast Volun-
teer Fire Department Chief Chuck Tylka making 
a cameo appearance.
 Gibbs said the family movie is fun for all ages.
 “It’s a comedy,” Gibbs said. “We need come-
dy. Even though it’s a new movie, I’d describe it 
as a classic comedy.”
 A resident of the South Belt community since 
1998, Gibbs is the owner of Lighthouse Electric.
 To rent or purchase “Old Man Jackson,” visit
www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B0CK5236
FM/ref=atv_pp_fi _0.

Gibbs film available on Amazon Prime
“Old Man Jackson” available for rent, purchase

Former PISD principal Hollis Powell dies
Powell, 91, served as 1st principal of both Meador, Atkinson

 Longtime area educator Hollis Powell died 
Thursday, Jan. 25, at the age of 91.
 Powell served in Pasadena ISD for more than 
30 years, working at Meador Elementary and At-
kinson Elementary – serving as the fi rst principal 
for both campuses. 

 Powell fi rst worked as a teacher and later serv-
ing as principal of Meador from 1963 to 1969. At 
Atkinson, Hollis Powell served as principal from 
1969 until his retirement in 1995.
 A service for Powell was held Wednesday, Jan. 
31, in Jasper. See related obituary on Page 2.

Beamer Ditch work progresses

Work continues on the Beamer Ditch project, which will make drainage improvements 
from Sagerock to around Dixie Farm Road. Marred by multiple setbacks since construc-
tion began in January 2021, the project is expected to be complete by the end of the year, 
according to Harris County offi cials. Crews are shown above lining the ditch with concrete 
near Scarsdale.  Photo by James Bolen
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Deaths

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

In My Opinion

In My Opinion

 George Edwin “Buddy” 
Thomas Jr., 83, formerly of 
South Belt, passed away Jan. 
19, 2024, in Pearland. 
 He was born Oct. 5, 1940, 
in San Antonio, to parents 
George Edwin Thomas Sr. 
and Emma Faye Yelton 
Thomas. He was most re-
cently a resident of Friend-
swood.
 Buddy married Patricia 
“Patty” Ann Tachoir in 1962 
and resided in and around 
the Friendswood area since 
1964. 
 Buddy began his career 
in communications at NASA 
where he was employed 
from 1964 until 1974. He 
then worked in communi-
cations and engineering at 
Exxon serving from 1974 
until retirement in 2001. 
 He lived in South Belt 
from 1973 until 1986. All his 
children attended Thomp-
son Intermediate and Dobie 
High School.
 Buddy enjoyed fi shing, 
hunting, camping, hiking 
and anything that took him 
outside. 
 He was an avid car en-
thusiast; he especially loved 
vintage cars and over his 
lifetime owned and worked 
on several. 
 His fi rst vehicle was a 
1951 Hudson and later a 
1935 Oldsmobile coupe 
which started his love of old 
cars. 
 Buddy enjoyed all kinds 
of music, and would listen to 
many different genres, from 
classical, rock, big band, Te-
jano and classical country.
  Buddy had a knack for 
fi xing things. If anything 
needed to be fi xed, Buddy 
could fi x it. 
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents; daughter, 
Christine Kinnear Baker; 
and grandson, George Edwin 
Thomas IV. 
 Buddy is survived by 
his loving wife, Patty of 61 
years; sons, Edwin Thom-
as III (Tres), Todd Andrew 
Thomas (Judith); grandchil-
dren, Courtney Elise Thom-
as, Ross Thomas Baker, 
Caitlin Elizabeth Thomas, 
Madison Kinnear Bak-
er-Turner, Kyle Edwin Bak-
er, Emma Kincade Thomas, 
Benjamin Tyler Thomas, 
Judith Seth Thomas; and 
great-grandchildren, Abigail 
Rose Turner, William Turn-
er, Aaron Derek Turner, Sky-
lar Kinnear Turner, James 
Dean Vallee and Olsen Er-
skine Hard.
 A Celebration of Life will 
be held Feb. 3, at 11 a.m. at 
Good Shepherd Episcopal 
Church, 1207 Winding Way, 
Friendswood. 
 The Rev. Justin Briggle 
will offi ciate. Memorials 
may be made to Good Shep-
herd Episcopal Church.

George Edwin 
Thomas Jr.

Assault per day will 
keep riders away
 In a great piece of reporting, the Hous-
ton Chronicle published a story this week 
by John Wayne Ferguson regarding his 
research into assaults on Metro’s vehi-
cles and properties. He found that Met-
ro-related assaults hit an all-time high 
last year at 363 . . . just under one every 
day. And new year has seen an continu-
ation of this trend with the fatal stabbing 
two weeks ago on the light rail.
 As John pointed out in his story, most 
of the assaults do not occur on the ve-
hicles but on Metro’s properties where 
people are gathering to catch a vehicle 
like the park and ride lots and light rail 
platforms. Because of the low ridership 
many of these platforms and lots fre-
quently are nearly abandoned.
 But it is not just the actual assaults. I 
regularly hear from readers and see me-
dia reports and social media posts about 
customers being accosted by pan han-
dlers and fi nding homeless people and 
addicts sleeping on vehicles. When I 
wrote recently about Metro’ failure to pro-
vide adequate bus shelters, several read-
ers wrote to me to tell me about shelters 
that have taken over by homeless people 
and that Metro had nothing about it.
 All of the security issues are occurring 
notwithstanding that Metro has its own 
police department with 400 employees 
and a $40 million dollar budget. Mayor 
Whitmire has recently said he intends to 
merge the Metro Police Department with 
HPD. Hopefully, this will improve their 
performance.
 The lack of adequate security on Met-
ro’s properties and vehicles is just anoth-

er example of Metro’s misguided priori-
ties. Metro’s priority is spending billions 
on grandiose transit projects that, if his-
tory is any indication, are highly likely to 
be a fl op. Instead of getting serious about 
improving the ridership experience, Met-
ro spends millions running feel-good pro-
paganda TV ads and “community out-
reach” that provides no information about 
actual using Metro but rather promote its 
agenda to spend more money with their 
consultants and contractors to build more 
of these useless projects.
 In 1979, the City of Houston gave 
away half of its sales tax revenue to fi -
nance Metro. Since then, the City has 
lost something like $15 billion in sales 
tax revenue. Notwithstanding that mas-
sive investment of taxpayer money, Met-
ro’s ridership peaked in 2006. It steadily 
declined after that before falling off a cliff 
in the pandemic. Today, Metro is carrying 
41% fewer riders than it did in 2006. In 
the year before the pandemic its rider-
ship was down by 13%. If you adjusted 
for the roughly 40% increase in Hous-
ton’s population since 1979, the ridership 
number would look even worse.
 “The defi nition of insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over and expecting 
different results” is an axiom frequently 
attributed to Albert Einstein. Although it 
is questionable that Einstein ever actual-
ly said this, it is nonetheless an a priori 
truth. And it perfectly describes our pub-
lic transportation policy in Houston. We 
keep throwing massive amounts of mon-
ey at a system that has been in steady 
decline for two decades, notwithstanding 
that we basically give away the service.
 Perhaps it is time to consider some al-
ternatives.

Bill King

Donations are still being accepted for a local family who lost everything in a house 
fi re Sunday, Jan. 21, when their home in the 10600 block of Kirkshire Drive suc-
cumbed to fl ames. The fi re victims have close ties to Dobie High School, as the moth-
er works at the area school, while one son is a current senior at the school and his 
older brother is a graduate who is now serving in the U.S. Army. Pasadena ISD of-
fi cials and the Leader are collecting clothes, blankets, gift cards, fi nancial donations 
and other items for the family. Donations may be dropped off at the Leader offi ce, 
located at 11555 Beamer at Beltway 8.

Donations sought for fire victims

Floyd Earl 
Brown

 Floyd Earl Brown stopped 
trucking on this earthly high-
way on Dec. 12, 2023, at the 
age of 65 after a harrowing 
battle with sepsis. 
 Floyd was born Dec. 26, 
1957, to Rex and Juanita 
Brown in Seattle. As an Army 
brat, Floyd quickly learned the 
art of making new friends as he 
frequently moved from base to 
base through locations such as 
Germany, Wisconsin and Ari-
zona. 
 Eventually his family set-
tled in the South Belt area 
where Floyd graduated from 
Dobie High School in 1976. 
 Two weeks after gradua-
tion, Floyd discovered his fi rst 
love, truck driving. He attend-
ed trucking school to become 
a long-haul truck driver, who 
went by the CB radio handle 
“Opie.” This was due to his 
crimson beard, much like the 
hair on the beloved Opie from 
“The Andy Griffi th Show” 
and Floyd’s goofy nature.
 Floyd met the one great 
love of his life, Terry Grieger, 
in Inver Grove Heights, Minn. 
on one of his long hauls. She 
made such an impression that 
he found ways to slip through 
Inver Grove Heights until he 
could convince Terry to marry 
him and move to Houston on 
Sept. 11, 1982. 
 Their family quickly grew 
with the births of their daugh-
ters Tiffany and Brandi, whom 
he loved with his whole heart. 
Floyd loved being a father and 
spent many nights at Monster 
truck rallies with Brandi and 
watching, with Tiffany, the 
WWE Wrestling for Mankind.
 Floyd was a member of 
New Life Lutheran Church. 
There he was an active partic-
ipant on the barbecue team. 
He was a jokester who often 
told his daughters he was trav-
eling somewhere between a 
“Stairway to Heaven” and a 
“Highway to Hell.” No matter 
what road he was trucking, he 
always lived life to the fullest. 
  After his grandson Logan 
was born, he rarely missed one 
of his baseball games, which 
was quickly followed by a trip 
to the 7-11 for a Slurpee and 
corn dogs. 
 Floyd never met a stranger, 
Little Debbie snack, or a buf-
fet he didn’t like. If one knew 
Floyd for long, one was likely 
a recipient of one of his famous 
homemade Christmas cookie 
platters, a tradition he passed 
on to his daughter Brandi. 
 His Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held at his favorite 
buffet, Golden Corral, 4021 
Spencer, in Pasadena on Feb. 
3, where friends and family 
can pour one out for Floyd.
  Floyd was preceded in 
death by his parents, Rex 
and Juanita Brown, his wife 
Terry Grieger Brown, and 
children Dustin Floyd and 
Brittany Dawn Brown. He 
is survived by his daughters 
Tiffany of Houston, Brandi 
and Mallory Brown of Mar-
shall; grandsons Logan Pi-
neda of Houston, and Josh 
Farris of Dallas; brothers 
Bruce Brown of Baytown, 
Kevin Brown of Houston, 
Todd and Julie Greiger of 
Eagan, Minn. and sister 
Kim Grieger of Burnsville, 
Minn.; and numerous niec-
es, nephews, great-niec-
es and great-nephews and 
friends.

 Luke Joseph Cash, 86, also 
known as "LJ” passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 21, 2024. 
He was born on Oct. 24, 1937, 
at St. Joseph Hospital to Sam 
and Josie Cash.
 Luke was a loving broth-
er, father and grandfather. 
He is survived by his sister, 
Julia Montalbano; son Rich-
ard Cash; daughters Josie 
Cash and Danielle Krueger; 
grandsons Kameron Kruger 
and Klint Krueger and wife 
Kelsey and son Merric; and 
granddaughter, Jasmine Short 
and husband James. 
 He was preceded in death 
by his brother, Sammy Cash.
 Luke was a proud and ded-
icated Catholic. He worshiped 
at the church of St. Frances 
Cabrini Catholic Church. 
 He attended Stephen F. 
Austin High School and later 
served in the U.S. Army. 
 Luke had long lasting ca-
reers where he met many life-
long friends along the way. 
Luke was also a very loyal 
Astros and Houston Texans 
fan and enjoyed watching the 
games.
 The family is sincerely 
grateful to the many friends 
and family who have given 
support and comfort during 
this time of loss. offering 
homes, help, and love and 
prayers.
 Services were held at St. 
Frances Cabrini Catholic 
Church Wednesday, Jan. 31. 
 Burial followed at For-
est Park Lawndale Funeral 
Home. 

Luke Joseph 
“LJ” Cash

 Hollis Dwain Powell, 91, 
of Pasadena, went to be with 
the Lord on Thursday, Jan. 
25, 2024. 
 He was born on Nov. 22, 
1932, in Brookeland, Texas, 
to Brink and Leona Powell 
and was a devoted husband, 
father, brother, grandfather 
and great-grandfather.
 Hollis graduated from 
Brookeland High School. 
He earned a bachelor’s and a 
master’s degree from Stephen 
F. Austin State University. 
 He also proudly served in 
the U.S. Army.
 Hollis was married for 
53 wonderful years and 
raised their four children in 
the school district they both 
served.
  Until Carolyn passed in 
2011, they enjoyed retire-
ment by traveling, spending 
time at the lake house, cher-
ishing their moments with 
grandchildren and helping 
others. 
 In the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District, Hollis 
served as a teacher and lat-
er was the fi rst principal at 
Meador Elementary. 
 He is best known as the 
fi rst principal at Atkinson El-
ementary, serving from 1969 
until his retirement in 1995. 
He loved working with his 
students, staff and the entire 
South Belt community.
 He was a longtime mem-
ber of Richey Street Baptist 
Church and later Memorial 
Baptist Church in Pasadena. 
He held various leadership 
roles at the church and spent 
many hours as a volunteer 
and will always be remem-
bered as a man of strong 
faith.
 Hollis is survived by his 
son Mark Powell and wife 
Anh, daughter Shelly Bunt 
and husband Don, son Brent 
Powell and wife Laurie, son 
Lance Powell and wife Dee-
Ann; brothers Glen, Herbert 
and Charles Wayne; brother-
in-law Mickey Stewart and 
wife Betty; and brother-in-
law Keith Stewart and wife 
Charlotte. 
 His pride and joy includ-
ed 12 grandchildren, fi ve 
great-grandchildren, and 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.
 He is preceded in death by 
his wife; parents; and siblings 
Iva Franks, Ola Lee, Ruth 
Garlington, Doris Barlow, 
Alfred Powell, Bill Powell 
and Elmer Powell.
 Visitation was held on 
Tuesday, Jan. 30, from 5 to 7 
p.m. 
 The services for Powell, 
were held Wednesday, Jan. 
31, at Grandview Funeral 
Home, 8501 Spencer High-
way, Deer Park. Interment 
followed at Weeks Chapel 
Cemetery, 315 County Road 
233, Jasper, Texas 75951. 

Hollis Dwain 
Powell

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. For information, visit https://houstonli
brary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-
393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon 
– 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Closed Sundays.
 Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11 a.m. Outdoors storytime for all ages. Plan to enjoy a good story at Brace-
well in the fresh outdoors, weather permitting.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events for more library events. 

Parker Williams Library
 Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Visit the website at https://www.
hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or call 832-927-7870.
 The book drop is open. No late fees will be charged during the library closure. Social media 
links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Closed Sundays. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Maria Teresa 
Mata 

 Maria Teresa Mata was 
born on June 16, 1941 to Jose 
Maria Martinez and Andrea 
Garcia in La Huasteca, Nue-
vo Leon, Mex. 
 She studied toward an ad-
ministrative career at Cantu 
Treviño college. She proceed-
ed to accept and fl ourish in an 
internship at a retail center 
called La Aurora, where she 
met her dear mentor. 
 Maria Teresa met her hus-
band, Refugio Champion, 
in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, 
Mex. in 1970 and married 
June 19,1971. 
 Together they had three 
sons in whom they proud-
ly and tirelessly worked to 
instill values of faith, fami-
ly and work. She was a lov-
ing wife, mother, daugh-
ter, sister, grandmother and 
great-grandmother.
 Maria Teresa was a de-
vout Catholic, a founder as 
well as a recognized and 
honored member of the Gua-
dalupana Association of St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catho-
lic Church. Maria Teresa and 
her husband were an integral 
part of bringing the Span-
ish-speaking Masses and 
services to the community at 
St. Luke.
 She was also an inspi-
rational fi gure within the 
Sagemont Southbelt commu-
nity. Maria Teresa was always 
a ray of sunshine throughout 
the darkest of days and will 
always be remembered as 
a compassionate soul and a 
safe harbor to those in need. 
Her love and spiritual guid-
ance were known far and 
wide, touching the hearts of 
everyone she met.
 She is survived by their 
sons Javier Mata (daughter-
in-law, Irma), Omar Mata 
and Ivan Mata; grandchildren 
Bianca Marie Mata, Anthony 
Ray Mata, Annelli Lana Mata, 
Julian Champion-Ray Mata, 
Cynthia Consuelo Mata, Syd-
ney Elle Mata, Laura Denise 
Mata, Madison Grace Mata, 
Ty William Mata, Ava So-
phia Mata and Layla Janet 
Mata; great-grandchildren 
Vincent Anthony Castoreno, 
Omar Francisco Estimbo, 
Kal-El Luther Estimbo, and 
Luna Mae Mata; sisters Irma 
Martinez Garcia and Evita 
Vasquez; and many loving 
nieces and nephews. 
 Maria Teresa was preced-
ed in death by her husband, 
mother, Andrea Garcia; father, 
Jose Maria Martinez; sisters 
Aurora Diaz and Eloina Vil-
larreal; and brothers Ernesto 
Martinez, Jose Maria Marti-
nez and Felipe Martinez.
 Services included a view-
ing Wednesday, Jan. 31, at 
Forest Park East Funeral 
Home, 21620 Gulf Freeway, 
Webster, A rosary was recit-
ed. 
 A Mass will be celebrat-
ed at St. Luke the Evangelist 
Catholic Church, 11011 Hall 
Road at 11a.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 1, followed by burial 
at 12:30 p.m. at Forest Park 
East Funeral Home and Cem-
etery. 
 Reception will held at St. 
Luke the Evangelist social 
hall at 2 p.m.

James (Jim) 
Horace 
Hoskins 

 James (Jim) Horace 
Hoskins was born in Handley, 
Texas, Jan. 28, 1936. He went 
home to be with his Lord and 
savior, on Jan. 21, 2024, in 
League City. Jim was the 
son of Jesse and Christine 
Hoskins. He was the middle 
child, between older sister 
Jeannette and younger broth-
er Phil. 
 In his younger years, he 
worked at his uncle’s dairy 
farm, and family enjoyed 
hearing many of his stories. 
During his teen years, he 
worked with another uncle 
learning the skill of carpentry.
 He attended Polytech 
High School in Ft. Worth, 
where he played in the Poly 
High band (trombone), and 
then went to Arlington State 
College in Arlington. 
 In the spring of 1956, 
Jim met the love of his life, 
Leita Margaret Rayford, and 
they were married on Sept. 7, 
1956. In 1960, they had their 
daughter Jill, followed by 
their son Jess in 1965.
 Jim and Margie moved 
to Houston from Ft. Worth, 
where he was working for 
The Corps of Engineers on 
temporary assignment in con-
nection with the construction 
of The Johnson Space Center, 
which led to employment at 
NASA. At NASA, he was a 
camera technician, where he 
took many trips to Sweden to 
be trained on the Hasselblad 
camera. 
 His primary role was to 
instruct the astronauts on the 
use of this camera and pro-
vide camera support for all 
the missions; ranging from 
the Mercury program to the 
Space Shuttle program. The 
highlight of his career was 
downloading the fi lm from 
the Hasselblad camera for the 
original moon mission. He re-
tired from NASA in 1993 af-
ter 29 years of employment. 
 In addition to working for 
NASA, he worked part time at 
H&H Music. He loved play-
ing music in the “Country 
Corner.” He played several 
instruments and had a love of 
bluegrass, classical and gos-
pel music. Lastly, he worked 
at Dorsett Brothers Concrete 
where he was a management 
assistant.
 In his early family years, 
he loved taking the family on 
camping trips over many states 
in the family “VW camper.” As 
a family, they started going to 
New Braunfels every Fourth 
of July, where the tradition has 
grown and thrives today. 
 After his retirement, he 
continued his love of travel 
with annual trips to California 
and later New England with 
his wife and friends.
 He was a longtime member 
of Sagemont Church, where he 

played the French horn in the 
orchestra.
 He was a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather and great- 
grandfather. He was a jack-of-
all-trades and could fi x prac-
tically anything. His hobbies 
included photography, music, 
jewelry making, stained glass, 
hunting, master gardening and 
captain of the Wee Tiki (his 20 
foot sailboat). 
 His greatest accomplish-
ment was the love, respect 
and care of his family. He 
never knew a stranger.
 Jim is preceded in death 
by his parents; his sister Jean-
nette McCally, and her hus-
band James; and other family 
members. 
 Jim is survived by his wife 
Margie of 67 years; brother 
Phil Hoskins and wife Su-
sie; children Jill Dorsett and 
husband, BJ Dorsett and Jess 
Hoskins; grandchildren Ash-
ley Evans and husband, Jor-
dan, Hilary Whitsitt and hus-
band Mike, Savannah Cox and 
husband David, Laci Dorse, 
Shelbey Kyle and husband 
Zac, and Sydney Hoskins; 
and great-grandchildren: 
Chase, Jackson and Cameron 
Whitsitt; Carter Hoskins, Ky-
ler and Kaden Evans; Cason 
and Callie Cox, and Bennett 
Kyle.
 The service honoring his 
life were held at Peevey Fu-
neral Home, Tuesday, Jan. 
30. 
 Interment followed at For-
est Lawn Cemetery, 8601 Al-
meda Genoa Road.

Lera 
Elizabeth

Halpin Leslie

 Lera Elizabeth Halpin 
Leslie, 83, of Houston, went 
to be with the Lord on Jan. 
20, 2024. 
 She was born Nov. 21, 
1940, to John E. Halpin and 
Edna E. Halpin, in Lake 
Charles. She graduated from 
South Park High School in 
Beaumont in 1957. She mar-
ried her loving husband, C.J. 
Leslie, on Jan. 30, 1959. 
 Lera loved to enter sweep-
stakes and won two cars and 
a house along with many oth-
er prizes over the years.
 Lera also loved to play 
piano and sing hymns, espe-

cially in the choirs that her 
husband directed. She also 
loved playing cards with 
her grandkids and doing dai-
ly crossword puzzles with 
her husband while drinking 
their morning coffee. 
 Lera is preceded in death 
by her husband, her parents 
and her brother John Earl 
Halpin. Lera is survived 
by her son, Craig (Shawn); 
daughter, Laura Lea Leslie 
Shelley (Charles); grand-
sons Jacob (fiancé) and 
Joshua Lesie; and grand-
daughter Elizabeth Shelley. 
Lera also leaves behind her 
sister, Claire Jean Perry, as 
well as numerous nieces and 
nephews, who affectionate-
ly knew her as Aunt B. 
 Lera’s heart was full of 
love for her family, espe-
cially her grandchildren, 
who will remember her as 
the best Mamaw.
 A visitation, funeral ser-
vice and committal service 
will be held at Forest Park 
East Funeral Home, 21620 
Gulf Freeway, Webster, Tex-
as 77598.
 The vistation will be Fri-
day, Feb. 2, at 2 p.m. The fu-
neral service will occur Satur-
day, Feb. 3, from 2 to 3 p.m. 
 The committal service 
will occur Saturday, Feb. 3, 
from 3 to 3:30 p.m. 

 Stuchbery Elementary of-
fi cials announced their honor 
roll and merit roll students for 
the second nine-weeks of the 
2023-2024 school year.

Honor roll
Third grade

 Miguel Amaya, Dailyn 
Cuyuch, Jackelin Flores, 
Katie Garza, Elias Go-
mez, Santiago Lara, Antho-
ny Nazario, Alex Nguyen, 
Sophia Pachon, Gilberto 
Reyes, Ethan Thompson 
and Nicole Torres.

Fourth grade
 Andres Arizmendez, 
Leila Arrieta, Javier Gar-
cia, Dorianne Hood, Dylan 
Salmeron, Hector Sanchez 
and Carlos Velazquez.

Merit roll
Third grade

 Olivia Brito, Jiselle Gue-
vara, Clara Kearby, Macie 
Salinas, Dante Segovia and 
Sophia Turrubiartes.

Fourth grade
 Daniela Salinas.

Stuchbery 
names 
honor rolls

 St. Paul's Anglican 
Church will hold a Shrove 
Tuesday pancake and sau-
sage supper on Tuesday, Feb. 
13, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The 
supper is open to the public 
free of charge. Traditionally, 
pancakes were served pri-
or to the beginning of Lent 
when eggs and fats were 
forbidden. Ash Wednesday 
services with the imposition 
of ashes will be held at noon 
and 6 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 
14. 
 Ash Wednesday marks 
the start of the Lenten sea-
son, a time of fasting and re-
pentance. Lent refl ects the 40 
days Jesus spent in the desert 
in prayer and fasting before 
beginning his public minis-
try.
 For more information, 
contact the church at 281-
479-7285. St. Paul's is lo-
cated at 11456 Space Center 
Blvd., Houston, in Clear-
point Crossing, just south 
of Genoa Red Bluff Road. 
between Pasadena and Clear 
Lake. St. Paul's is a parish 
of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church. 
 Services are Sunday at 8 
and 10:15 a.m. with evening 
prayer Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Shrove 
Tuesday
meal Feb. 13

Leader reaches milestone
 We believe most of even our faithful 
readers do not regularly read the numbers 
that are on the top right-hand side of the 
front page and there is really no reason to.

But today we would like to share some 
thoughts with you about those numbers.

 Today  they read Vol. 49, No. 1. This 
means that we are beginning our 49th year 
as your local newspaper. This is the fi rst 
edition of year 49.
 Bobby Griffi n and I started the paper in 
our homes. The fi rst issue was printed Feb. 
5, 1976. I have been keeping track of these 
numbers as they got bigger, I set a personal 
goal of wanting to hit Vol. 50, No. 1.
 When we fi rst started the  paper, known 
as South Belt Press, I had worked for a 
Friendswood paper which turned 18 years 
as a publication. I thought 18 years, how 
neat it would be for our new publication to 

last that long! 
 My main purpose of writing this is to 
thank the many who have been a part of 
our journey so far. Our families fi rst and 
foremost, our readers and advertisers are 
also the top of the list. Doing the paper has 
been fantastic for me. We are able to be a 
vital part of the community, and I believe 
things are better in South Belt because of 
the paper. It is easier to get things done with 
the paper. Our elected offi cials fi nd it easy 
to work with us on area problems.
 One change is Bobby can no longer 
work with us, we miss her. My son Davy, 
who sometimes is my boss, is a most im-
portant part of our operation. We both thank 
all of you for your support and are looking 
forward to Vol. 50 No. 1.

Marie Flickinger
Publisher



Thursday, February 1, 2024, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Page 3

More
discounts.
State Farm® offers more discounts to 
more drivers.
Get to a better State®.
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East • Houston, TX 77089

Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com

M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am

After Hours by Appointment

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1201159

Continued from Page 1
 A teen driver was found fa-
tally shot in a crashed vehicle 
near Windmill Lakes around 
6:35 p.m. Wednesday, July 5. 
Jose Mendoza, 16, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
According to Houston Police 
Department offi cials, patrol 
offi cers responded to a crash 
at the above address and found 
Mendoza shot to death in the 
vehicle’s driver’s seat. No im-
mediate arrests were made. in 
the case.

July 27
 Murder charges were fi led 
against George Dennis West-
ern, 29, in the July 3 shooting 
of Erick Romero, 30, at The 
Redford apartment complex in 
the 1200 block of Redford.

Aug. 3
 A cyclist was killed in 
an accident involving an 
18-wheeler around 4:25 p.m. 
Friday, July 28, near Fuqua and 
Sabo. Longtime resident Greg 
Maduzia, 56, died in the crash. 
According to Houston Police 
Department offi cials, the driv-
er of a white Freightliner trac-
tor-truck pulling a trailer was 
behind the Goodwill store at 
the above address and attempt-
ed to pull out of the parking lot 
onto Sabo. Maduzia was on a 
bicycle and traveling on Sabo 
when he attempted to cross in 
front of the 18-wheeler. The 
driver did not see Maduzia, 
continued to pull onto the street 
and struck the bicyclist. Hous-
ton Fire Department paramed-
ics responded and pronounced 
Maduzia dead at the scene. 
The driver of the 18-wheeler, 
who remained at the scene, 
was determined not to be im-
paired and was questioned and 
released. No charges were im-
mediately fi led.

Aug. 10
 A man was killed in a crash 
around 3:20 a.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 3, in the 12200 block of 
the Gulf Freeway near Alme-
da Genoa/South Shaver. Jose 

Almazan, 30, was pronounced 
dead at the scene. According 
to Houston Police Department 
offi cials, Almazan was driv-
ing a silver Buick LaCrosse on 
the Gulf Freeway service road 
at a high rate of speed when 
he lost control of the vehicle 
and struck a utility pole, kill-
ing him. No other persons or 
vehicles were involved in this 
crash.
 A SWAT standoff involv-
ing a naked man took place 
early Tuesday, Aug. 8, at the 
Mustang Inn on Beltway 8 at 
the Gulf Freeway. According 
to Houston Police Department 
offi cials, offi cers were called 
to the motel just after 2 a.m. 
about a weapons disturbance 
after a naked man was report-
edly walking from room to 
room with a pistol and either a 
large knife or a machete. When 
responding offi cers attempted 
to make contact with the sus-
pect, he produced what looked 
like a pistol, prompting the of-
fi cer to call for SWAT support. 
When the SWAT team arrived, 
the man barricaded himself 
inside a room with a mattress 
against the window. At one 
point during the standoff, the 
SWAT team attempted to send 
in a robotic dog named SPOT 
and the naked suspect came out 
of the room, grabbed the robot 
and took it inside. The standoff 
came to an end around 8:45 
a.m. when the suspect came 
out of the room a second time, 
this time clothed and obeying 
police commands. The suspect, 
who had reportedly been up all 
night smoking methamphet-
amine, was apprehended with-
out incident. He was charged 
with three counts of aggravat-
ed assault with a pistol, with 
additional charges pending. 
HPD offi cials said the suspect 
had previous run-ins with the 
department’s Mental Health 
Division.
 To be continued in next 
week’s Leader.

Leader remembers

PASADENA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2023

Total
Governmental

Funds

Data 
Control 
Codes General Fund

Debt Service
Fund

Capital Projects
Fund

Nonmajor
Governmental

Funds
 Revenue:
5700 Local, intermediate, and out-of-state $  206,124,730 $    64,587,395 $      5,182,558 $    11,484,223 $  287,378,906
5800 State program revenues 314,586,420 2,348,871 -  2,741,311 $  319,676,602
5900 Federal program revenues 28,411,891 - - 148,396,254 176,808,145

5020 Total Revenues: 549,123,041 66,936,266 5,182,558 162,621,788 783,863,653

 Expenditures Current:
0011 Instruction 301,989,028 - - 100,792,363 402,781,391
0012 Instruction resources and media services 7,565,634 - - 222,456 7,788,090
0013 Curriculum and instructional staff development 8,090,724 - - 1,524,985 9,615,709
0021 Instructional leadership 8,990,102 - - 1,425,266 10,415,368
0023 School leadership 42,646,760 - - 1,961,180 44,607,940
0031 Guidance, counseling and evaluation services 25,013,897 - - 7,753,688 32,767,585
0032 Social work services 198,078 - - 225,152 423,230
0033 Health services 5,770,207 - - 368,899 6,139,106
0034 Student transportation 20,492,197 - 3,244,796 1,204,177 24,941,170
0035 Food services 778 - - 36,352,488 36,353,266
0036 Extracurricular activities 8,580,318 - 864,785 4,122,821 13,567,924
0041 General administration 13,814,860 - - 1,442,789 15,257,649
0051 Facilities maintenance and operations 66,334,837 - - 1,571,521 67,906,358
0052 Security and monitoring services 6,429,942 - - 568,733 6,998,675
0053 Data processing services 11,741,988 - 1,081,823 521,496 13,345,307
0061 Community services 211,184 - - 288,445 499,629
 Debt Service:
0071 Principal on long-term debt 3,227,491 33,811,000 - 625,490 37,663,981
0072 Interest on long-term debt 22,437 28,670,795 - 24,510 28,717,742
0073 Bond issuance costs and fees - 2,659,013 959,874 - 3,618,887
 Capital Outlay:
0081 Facilities acquisition and construction 12,714,147 - 68,086,324 1,449,869 82,250,340
 Intergovernmental:
0093 Payments related to shared services arrangements 1,222,504 - - - 1,222,504
0095 Payments to Juvenile Justice Alt. Ed. Prgm. 174,347 - - - 174,347
0099 Other intergovernmental charges 1,620,514 - - - 1,620,514

6030 Total Expenditures: 546,851,974 65,140,808 74,237,602 162,446,328 848,676,712

1100 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 2,271,067 1,795,458 (69,055,044) 175,460 (64,813,059)

 Other Financing Sources (Uses):
7901 Issuance of debt - refunding bonds - 101,230,000 - - 101,230,000
7911 Issuance of debt - bonds - - 116,900,000 - 116,900,000
7916 Premium on issuance of bonds - 3,621,774 9,059,874 - 12,681,648
7949 Issuance of debt - SBITAs 823,399 - - 1,116,311 1,939,710
8949 Payment to refunding agent - (103,972,744) - - (103,972,744)

7080 Total Other Financing Sources (Uses): 823,399 879,030 125,959,874 1,116,311 128,778,614

1200 Net change in fund balances 3,094,466 2,674,488 56,904,830 1,291,771 63,965,555

0100 Fund Balance - Beginning 178,185,566 34,616,008 49,680,588 14,922,111 277,404,273

3000 Fund Balance - Ending $  181,280,032 $    37,290,496 $  106,585,418 $    16,213,882 $  341,369,828

Meador Elementary students, staff participate in the Great Kindness Challenge
Meador Elementary participated 
in the annual Great Kindness Chal-
lenge Jan. 22-26. All students were 
given kindness checklists to com-
plete acts of kindness throughout 
the week. There were schoolwide 
dress-up days, and various kind-
ness activities in which students  
participated. Students received 
kindness certifi cates at the end of 
the week. Meador Mustangs show 
kindness every day and are re-
sponsible, respectful and ready to 
learn. Shown, left to right are Andy 
Reyes (fourth), Rosabella Foster 
(kindergarten), Zariyah De Rouen 
Blue (fi rst), Colton Foster (third), 
Trashaun Woodard, (fourth) and 
Tara Merida (counselor).

Fourth-grader Mia Gonzales-Session is 
shown picking up trash in the morning as an 
act of kindness.

Shown above, left to right are Stephanie Bounds (PE coach), Malorie 
Ehrlich (PE coach), Jennifer Chavez (principal), Tara Merida (school 
counselor) and Lauren Riojas (dyslexia specialist).

At right, shown left to right, are Laila Alvarez (kindergar-
ten), Ma'liyah White and Aaliyah White, (fi rst-graders) 
dressed for Aloha to Kindness Day.
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

20 years ago (2004)
 Plans were announced 
for a major shopping center 
which would be located on 
the north side of Beltway 8 at 
Blackhawk. The center would 
have one of Houston’s largest 
H-E-B stores as well as a Wal-
greens and a Bank of America. 
 Beverly Hills Intermediate 
seventh-grade student Chris-
topher Nguyen and his moth-
er, Hue Nguyen, were killed 
in a car accident near Beau-
mont, Texas.
 A 16-year-old male student 
was charged with two counts 
of aggravated assault in the 
stabbing of two Clear brook 
High students. The incident 
occurred on campus in an up-
stairs hallway.
 A police chase ended near 
Fuqua and Sabo when a red 

ANGELA ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY 
 Bobby Griffin, former Leader staffer, sends 
birthday greetings to daughter-in-law Angela 
Griffin, who celebrates a birthday Feb. 2.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS FOR KARMA
 Birthday wishes are sent Feb. 2 to Karma 
Wright, former Leader staffer, from her family, 
friends and staff at the Leader.

OWEN ENJOYS 15TH BIRTHDAY!
 Owen Michael Flowers celebrates his 15th 
birthday on Saturday, Feb. 3. Best wishes and 
lots of love, hugs and kisses are sent to Owen 
from big sister Kennedy, little sister Evie, par-
ents Stephen and Stacey (Hayes) Flowers; 
grandparents Robert and Jannie Scarberry, 
former longtime South Belt residents and Mike 
and Karen Flowers of Dickinson; uncles Tyler, 
Austin Scarberry, Joey, Wesley, Travis and 
Josh; aunts Jenny and Christine; and cous-
ins Brayden, Baylee, Olivia, Jade, Lily, Sier-
ra, Ryker, Connor, Jesse, Christopher and 
Mason. Owen’s mom is a 2005 Dobie High 
School graduate.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, LANE!
 Happy ninth birthday to Lane Warren Gra-
ham on Feb. 4 from his grandparents, Don 
and Rosa Graham of Sageglen and Janis and 
Lane Howell of Friendswood. Lane is a student 
in Clear Creek ISD and is active in basketball 
and baseball. He is a huge fan of UH basket-
ball and the Houston Astros. His parents, Este-
ban and Amy Graham, are graduates of Clear 
Brook HS and are both employed by CCISD.

OLIVIA CELEBRATES 11TH BIRTHDAY!
 Olivia Moreno celebrates her 11th birth-
day Monday, Feb. 5. Wishing her a wonderful 

rez and Gerri Watkins. 
South Belt Elementary

 Wishes for a happy birthday are sent to Col-
leen Wilkinson Feb. 4.

Fred Roberts Middle School
 Celebrating a birthday Feb. 7 is Carey Thi-
bodeaux.

Melillo Middle School 
 Birthday wishes go out to Marissa Merritt 
on Feb. 4. Take out the balloons and party hats 
for Maria Martinez on Feb. 7.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Feb. 2 is the day for a celebration for Cyn-
thia Wright. Send a birthday greeting Feb. 4 to 
Melanie Thompson.

Thompson Intermediate
 Break out the birthday balloons and party 
favors for Mark Varian Feb. 5. The day for birth-
day fun for Emily Schwenk is Feb. 7.

Dobie High
 Be sure to have cake and ice cream Feb. 4 
for Chastity Hall and Shaqwan Scott. 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Feb. 1: Danice Oliver and Lee 
Terry; Friday, Feb. 2: Lisa Upshaw and John 
Scheschuk; Sunday, Feb. 4: Bobby Kram-
er and Deborah Carmona; Monday, Feb. 5: 
James Kelso; Tuesday, Feb. 6: Lisa Jackson 
and Chastity Napper; and Wednesday, Feb. 7: 
Paula Barnett and Lori McBride.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south-
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line by 
Friday noon for the next week’s publication. For 
birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends Celebrate Birth-
days” in the subject.

birthday with lots of love, hugs and kisses are 
her mom Jenny (Hayes) and husband Josh 
Laney of Spring; big brother Brayden; big sis-
ter Baylee; proud grandparents Robert and 
Jannie Scarberry (former longtime South Belt 
residents)and Mike and Doris Hayes of Ada, 
Okla.; aunt Stacey (Hayes) Flowers; uncles 
Stephen Flowers, Joey Hayes, Austin and 
Tyler Scarberry; and cousins Kennedy, Owen 
and Evie Flowers, and Jade and Lily Scar-
berry. Mom Jenny is a 1997 Dobie High grad.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DANA!
 Dana Lizik enjoys a birthday Feb. 6. Spe-
cial birthday wishes are sent to Dana from 
her family, friends and former co-workers at 
the Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Feb.1 through Feb. 7.

Frazier Elementary
 Give a birthday shoutout Feb. 3 to Amalia 
Sifuentes.

Genoa Elementary
 Light the birthday candles Feb. 2 for Anita 
Thibodeaux. On Feb. 6, Princess McGrew en-
joys a birthday.

Hancock Elementary
Cake and ice cream time for Brenda Mendoza 
is on Feb. 5.

Meador Elementary
 Special birthday wishes are sent to Felipe 
Saucedo Feb. 5. Blow out the birthday candles 
for Maria Gonzalez Feb. 8.

Moore Elementary
 Sharing a birthday Feb. 6 are Angelica Pe-

Irgoyen (the mother of Iris Ir-
goyen), 53, and David Basur-
to, 55, were also indicted by a 
Harris County grand jury but 
were not immediately arrest-
ed.

5 years ago (2019)
 A woman was arrested by 
the FBI for allegedly robbing 
half a dozen Houston-area 
banks – including two in the 
South Belt area – in just fi ve 
days between Jan. 18 and Jan. 
22. The suspect, Lores Clay, 
had originally been dubbed 
“the Hairy Heister” because 
of the colorful wigs she wore 
during the robberies. Targeted 
local banks included the Cap-
ital One Bank at 11408 Gulf 
Freeway near Almeda Genoa 
and the Bank of America lo-
cated at 1127 Edgebrook near 
the Gulf Freeway. 

45 years ago (1979)
 Two neighboring business-
es, The Bottle Barn liquor 
store and Cullen Savings and 
Loan, were both victims of 
criminal activities on separate 
occasions.
 Vandals started a fi re and 
opened the fl ush valves of a 
number of fi re hydrants in 
Sageglen subdivision.
 40 years ago (1984)
 Dobie High School was 
preparing for its fi rst-ever soc-
cer district game against Bay-
town Sterling.
 Three Moore Elementary 
School students confessed to 
vandalizing the school. The 
boys turned over desks, wrote 
obscenities on the wall, spread 
glue over teachers’ desks and 
damaged small items.

35 years ago (1989)
 Students’ requests for the 
return of drug-sniffi ng dogs to 
Pasadena Independent School 
District schools received a re-
sounding, unanimous yes as 
board trustees voted to change 
district policy allowing use of 
the dogs.
  For the third consecutive 
year, Dobie High School’s 
Academic Decathlon team 
qualifi ed for the state fi nals 
held in Austin.

30 years ago (1994)
 Two men who were sus-
pected of stealing mail, alter-
ing checks and attempting to 
cash the checks at a local bank 
were arrested the same day as
the theft occurred.
 Houston police were inves-
tigating a drive-by shooting in 
the 12000 block of Kirkholm.
 Clear Brook High senior 
Kevin Blenham designed the 
logo that would be used at the 
Texas Academic Decathlon 
state fi nals.
 Dobie senior Stephanie 
Coon made a 1600 on the SAT 
test, the highest score possi-
ble.

25 years ago (1999)
 Dobie High School’s Ac-
ademic Decathlon team won 
fi rst place at the large-school 
regional competition. Team 
members received 42 indi-
vidual medals, and the entire 
team won gold medals for the 
Super Quiz.
 Clear Brook High School 
senior Regan Schneider 
signed a scholarship to play 
tennis for Lee College.

Blazer ran a red light and was 
hit by another car. Both sus-
pects were ejected from the 
Blazer.
 Two fatal accidents involv-
ing PT Cruisers were reported 
within two days.

15 years ago (2009)
  City of Houston District E 
Council Member Mike Sulli-
van hosted a Capital Improve-
ment Plan (CIP) meeting to 
discuss future improvement 
projects for the South Belt 
area. Improvements for the 
South Belt area included a 
new Bracewell Library, road 
repair and paving, sports fi eld 
lighting and additional park-
ing at Blackhawk Park and a 
new Sagemont Community 
Center.
 Former South Belt res-
ident Susana De Jesus, 37, 

was abducted at gunpoint in 
a Pearland parking lot as she 
was leaving a strip shopping 
center with a co-worker when 
a masked gunman forced her 
into her own car and drove 
away with her. Her car was 
later found by Houston police, 
but De Jesus remained miss-
ing.
 South Belt resident Guibal-
do Perez, 31, died in a sin-
gle-vehicle automobile acci-
dent at the Gulf Freeway and 
Beltway 8. Perez was south-
bound on the connector road 
from the Gulf Freeway to the 
westbound side of the South 
Sam Houston Parkway when 
the driver lost control, causing 
the pickup truck to roll over. A 
second passenger in the truck 
suffered minor injuries. 

10 years ago (2014)

 Several community leaders 
and elected offi cials gathered 
as the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce cel-
ebrated its 30th anniversary 
with a formal installation ban-
quet. The guest speaker at the 
function was Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett, who spoke 
on the growing challenges of 
keeping up with ongoing ex-
pansion in the area.
 The lawsuit of Judge 
George Risner against the 
Harris County Republican 
Party led to the arrests of two 
campaign workers, with war-
rants being issued for two oth-
ers. Ralph Basil Garcia, 57, 
and Iris Irgoyen, 28, were each 
arrested and charged with en-
gaging in organized criminal 
activity and tampering with a 
governmental record. Annette 
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Scarsdale; Phase 2 runs from 
Scarsdale to Astoria; and Phase 
3 runs from Astoria to Beamer 
near the South Belt Stormwa-
ter Detention Basin. 
 Work on Segment 1 is cur-
rently underway and expected 
to be complete by spring 2024. 
Residents should be advised 
that the left westbound lane 
may be closed outside of reg-
ular working hours to facilitate 
waterline repairs in this area.
 Construction on Segment 2 
is expected to in spring 2024 
and end in summer/fall 2024. 
When construction occurs be-
low the Astoria Bridge, traffi c 

will be routed to either Scars-
dale Boulevard or the U-turn 
available between the Beam-
er Road eastbound and west-
bound lanes.
 Work on Segment 3 is 
also currently underway and 
is anticipated to be complete 
in spring 2024. The Beamer 
Road bridge will shut down 
eastbound traffi c past Astoria 
Boulevard. Eastbound traffi c 
takes Scarsdale Boulevard to 
Blackhawk Road, then west 
to FM 1959, and travel north 
where traffi c meets back up 
at Beamer Road. The Astoria 
Boulevard bridge, as well as 
westbound Beamer Road, will 

remain open during this phase.
 Funding for the the $10.7 
million project is divided be-
tween the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and Harris County, 
with the county’s portion be-
ing part of a $2.5 billion bond 
package.
 Residents near the project 
area may see increased con-
struction activity, which will 
include trucks and heavy ma-
chinery. Residents are urged 
to respect all warning signs as 
work crews move around the 
area. 
 The Mud Gully (Beam-
er Ditch) Channel Convey-
ance Improvements project 

Beamer Road Ditch work advancing

Three Dobie DECA students qualify for state

Dobie High School DECA students competed at the 
DECA district conferance at Ridge Point High School 
on January 13, 2024. Left to right are Malcolm Sher-
wood, Daniela Garza, Gizelle Flores, Katelyn Trevino, 
Ashley Jimenez, Elizabeth Aguirre, Itzel Torres and 
Matthew Vu. Three students qualifi ed for the State 

1 year ago (2023)
 Deputies with Harris Coun-
ty Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia’s offi ce kept busy mak-
ing arrests from crimes ranging 
from DWI to auto theft.
 On Friday Jan. 13, at ap-
proximately 8 p.m., deputies 
with the Precinct 2 Toll road 
Division stopped a vehicle for 
numerous traffi c violations in 
the 8400 block of Beltway 8 
near Pearland Parkway/Mon-
roe. During the stop, the driv-
er was found to have an open 
felony warrant out of Free-
stone County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
for driving while intoxicated. 
This warrant was confi rmed, 
and suspect identifi ed as 
42-year-old John Powell, was 
arrested without incident.
 On Saturday, Jan. 14, at 
approximately 6 p.m., dep-
uties with Precinct 2 Patrol 
Division arrested 41-year-old 
Jose Lopez in the 7600 block 
of Almeda Genoa for an open 
terroristic threat warrant. 
Upon conducting a search 

of the suspect, he was found 
to have a bag of cocaine on 
his person as well. The Har-
ris County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce was contacted, and ac-
cepted an additional charge 
of felony possession of a con-
trolled substance. 
 On Saturday, Jan. 14, at 
approximately 8:45 p.m., 
deputies with the Precinct 2 
Toll Road Division stopped a 
vehicle in the 10100 block of 
Beltway 8 at Blackhawk for 

an illegal buyers tag. During 
the stop, the driver was found 
to have an open felony warrant 
out of the Brazoria County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce for assault of 
a family member and a mis-
demeanor warrant out of the 
Harris County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
for driving while intoxicated/
second offense. These war-
rants were confi rmed, and sus-
pect identifi ed as 38-year-old 
Kenneth Blevins was arrested 
without incident.

Clear Brook Wolverines winners at Alief Elsik

Wolverine debaters and speakers were both at Alief 
Elsik High School recently at the annual swing meet 
hosted by their ninth grade and high school campus-
es. At the end of the meets, several members inched 
their way closer to their Texas Forensic Association 
state qualifi cation. To begin, LD Debater Alim Mer-
chant fought his way to a 3-1 victory in prelims, ad-
vancing to octofi nals where he unfortunately dropped 
but did pick up two more state points for a total of six. 
In speaking events, Informative speaker Abiha Altaf 
competed in both halves of the swing and placed fourth 
and fi fth which netted three points for a current total 
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ny Sunday, May 5, at the 
Houston Marriott Marquis.
 The winning large dis-
trict will receive $100,000, 
while the winning small dis-

HEB names PISD as 1 of top 5 in state

 In the wake of the re-
cent fl ood and ice events, 
the City of Houston Of-
fi ce of Emergency Man-
agement is reminding 
residents that if they or 
anyone they know needs 
special assistance in 
times of emergency to 
register with the State 
of Texas’s Emergen-
cy Assistance Registry 
(STEAR) program. 
 The STEAR program 
is a free registry that pro-
vides local emergency 
planners and emergency 
responders with addi-
tional information on the 
needs in their communi-
ty. 
 Texas communities 
use the registry informa-
tion in different ways. 
 Registering one’s self 
in the STEAR registry 
does not, however, neces-
sarily guarantee that they 
will receive a specifi c 
service during an emer-
gency.  
 Houstonians with ac-
cess and functional needs 
are advised to register 
with the STEAR and up-
date their information ev-
ery regularly.
 The STEAR program 
is a free registry for Tex-
ans of any age that need 
additional assistance 
during an emergency 
event due to access or 
functional needs or lack 
of transportation for 
evacuation. 
 The STEAR registry 
assists local emergency 
planners and responders 
with information about 
the needs of individuals 

in their community.
 STEAR is intended for 
people with access and 
functional needs such as 
the following:
 – People with limited 
mobility.
 – People who have 
sensory disabilities.

STEAR program offers emergency help
Special needs residents urged to join registry

 – People who require 
additional medical assis-
tance during an emergen-
cy event.
 – People who require 
transportation assistance.
 – People who require 
personal care assis-
tance. 

 The information that is 
shared through STEAR 
should be updated regu-
larly to ensure informa-
tion is up to date. 
 Last-minute registra-
tions prior to an extreme 
weather event or other 
type of emergency may 

not reach local emergen-
cy.
 For additional infor-
mation on the state’s 
STEAR program, visit 
www.tdem. texas .gov/
response / s ta te -of - tex
a s - e m e r g e n c y - a s s i s
tance-registry.

of seven, putting her within striking distance as well. 
Junior and most decorated speaker Greg Stuart com-
peted in Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking where 
he placed fi fth and third which earned him another 
six points on his already more than 30 points in this 
event this season. Greg also competed in Impromptu 
in which he placed second. Fellow Domestic Extemp 
speaker Ariella Calili, who is also state qualifi ed at this 
time, placed sixth in this event in the fi rst half of this 
tournament. Left to right are (front row)Zaina Abedin, 
Chloe Smith, Kate Blue, (second row) Rich Vo, Natalie 
Nickell and Charles McIntyre.

Conference to be held in Houston Feb. 15-17. Aguirre 
qualifi ed in Quick Service Restaurant Management. 
Garza qualifi ed in Hospitality and Tourism Profession-
al Selling. Jimenez qualifi ed in Professional Selling. 
Not pictured are Dobie DECA advisers Amber Allen 
and Stacy Thomas. 

is funded and constructed as 
part of the Clear Creek Fed-
eral Flood Risk Management 
Project. The project includes 
constructing approximately 
55,911 square yards of con-
crete channel lining to widen 
A120-00-00 (Mud Gully) and 
removing and replacing storm 
sewer system components.
 Once construction is com-
plete, the channel bottom will 
be widened to 45 feet, with a 
side slope range that is typical-
ly two to three feet horizontal 
and one foot vertical. Since the 
width of the channel is limited 
by Beamer Road on both sides, 
the concrete lining allows for 

trict will receive $50,000. 
Additionally, a winning 
early childhood facility 
will receive $25,000 and 
one or more school boards 
will receive up to a total of 

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

the maximum volume of wa-
ter to be conveyed within the 
channel, decreasing the water 
surface elevation, which pro-
vides the benefi t of helping to 
reduce fl ood damage risk. 
 Although the fl ow in the 
channel will increase, areas 
downstream will not be im-
pacted because the additional 
fl ow will be mitigated by the 
South Belt Stormwater Deten-
tion Basin, which was substan-
tially completed in fall 2022. 
 For more information on 
the Beamer Ditch project 
and its corresponding traffi c 
control plan, visit hcfcd.org/
Mud-Gully.

Jan. 24 was the date of the annual Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership dinner held in Clear Lake. Some 
of those attending were, left to right, Leslie Flickinger, 
Councilman Fred Flickinger, former city councilman 

Enjoying BAHEP’s annual event

Michael Sullivan, Carol Wilson, David Flickinger and 
San Jacinto College board of trustee Larry Wilson. Ad-
ditional photos and information will be in next week’s 
issue.

$25,000.
 The 2024 school district 
fi nalists in the H-E-B Excel-
lence in Education Awards 
program are as follows:
 – Large Districts: Pasa-

dena ISD, Galena Park ISD, 
Allen ISD, Wylie ISD and 
Klein ISD.
 – Small Districts: Angle-
ton ISD, La Porte ISD and 
Gregory-Portland ISD.
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 2/13/24.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
Self Defense Classes

Transportation from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, 
and some Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
For More Info
Check Out Our
Website

Join our martial arts family today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

UIL to realign Feb. 1
 The University Interscholastic League will reveal 
its 2024-2025 through 2025-2026 biannual realign-
ment plans Feb. 1, which is almost sure to bring 
about new district competition for the Pasadena ISD 
and Clear Creek ISD athletic programs.
 Pasadena High School is ticketed for Class 5A 
beginning next school year while Dobie, Memorial, 
Rayburn and South Houston will remain at the 6A 
classification. The Leader will post an up-to-date 
brief on its Facebook page Feb. 1 afternoon, with an 
in-print report to follow Feb. 8.
 Regardless of alignment, the Dobie football pro-
gram is all but assured of remaining a candidate to 
land in the Class 6A Division I playoff bracket when 
the time comes.

SBYSC continues sign up
 The South Belt Youth Soccer Club continues regis-
tration for the spring 2024 season, with U-4 through 
U-20 age divisions available to players at southbelt 
soccer.org. Regular registration prices run through 
Feb. 14. 
 Players in the U-4 through U-8 divisions will pay 
$85, while the fee is $95 for the U-9 through U-12 
divisions. The fee is $105 for the U-13 through U-20 
divisions. 
 The fee includes a uniform shirt, socks and shorts 
while families must provide cleats, shin guards and a 
soccer ball. Visit www.southbeltsoccer.org for addi-
tional details.

Cowboys invite new participants 
 The Sagemont Cowboys and Cowgirls of the Bay 
Area Football League will soon accept registration 
for first-time players as well as members of the drill 
and cheer squads as preparation for the 2024 season 
takes shape. 

 The in-person sign-up session will be held Feb. 
3, also from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. A minimum $100 de-
posit is due at the time of registration. For additional 
information, call Cowboys’ athletic director Denny 
Wranich Jr. at 713-476-1491.

Lajaunie continues fundraising
 The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund has 
started raising monies for 2024 as efforts to support 
academic scholarship funds to deserving Dobie High 
School senior tennis players continue. The fund, 
named in honor of Dobie graduate and lifelong tennis 
enthusiast Darren Lajaunie, also annually provides 
youth training funds to those furthering their games 
at the Harry S. Taylor Tennis Center in Pasadena. As 
the Lajaunie fund is a 501(3)(c) entity, all donations 
are tax deductible. For additional details, visit dlten 
nisscholarships.com. For information by phone, call 
tournament founder Camille Lajaunie at 281-480-
6933.

Corey Julks of the Houston Astros’ organization and a former player within 
the University of Houston baseball program, fi red up the crowd at halftime 
of the Cougars’ Big 12 men’s basketball game against Kansas State Jan. 27 
at Fertitta Center with a “Who’s House” chant. Julks played 93 games with 
the Astros at the major league level and then fi nished the 2023 season with 
the Sugarland Space Cowboys. The Clear Brook High School graduate will 
head to spring training later this month as the Astros begin preparation for 
the 2024 season. A strong showing in Florida helped land Julks, who turns  
28 years of age on Feb. 27, with the big league club a year ago. He no doubt 
hopes for a similar result this  time around.

Julks revs up Coogs’ crowd

 The District 22-6A 
champion Dobie varsity 
baseball team, led by head 
coach Miguel Torres, will 
begin a busy preseason 
Feb. 3 at Alvin, with the 
action starting at 11 a.m.  
 The Longhorns will 
then host Angleton Feb. 5 
at Dobie main. Play starts 
at 3 p.m.
 The regular season 
starts Feb. 19 as the JFD 
varsity squad hosts Goose 
Creek Memorial at 3:30 
p.m. at Dobie main. 
 Subvarsity action is at 
Goose Creek Memorial 
High School, with sopho-
more play at 3:30 p.m. and 
junior varsity action at 7 
p.m.
 At Clear Brook, expec-
tations are also high for 

head coach Gene Flores’ 
varsity program bounc-
es back from a three-way 
first place tie a season 
ago.  
 As for 2024, the Wol-
verines start scrimmages 
Feb. 3 at Shadow Creek at 
11 a.m. before hosting La 
Porte Feb. 6 at 4 p.m.
 The Wolverines open 
the regular season Feb. 19 
against Pasadena Memo-
rial at Clear Brook High 
School. First pitch is at 
6:30 p.m. 
 Junior varsity play is 
also at Clear Brook, be-
ginning at 4 p.m.
 The sophomore action 
is at Memorial, with the 
game at 3:30 p.m. as the 
respective programs work 
toward Feb. 19.

JFD, CB baseball
open scrimmages

Wolverines stay close

Dobie boys’ basketball third in 22-6A
 Undefeated South 
Houston (8-0) and Pasa-
dena Memorial (7-1) are 
all but assured the top 
two seeds in the 22-6A 
varsity boys’ basketball, 
but Dobie remains in sol-
id position to lock down 
the third seed.
 Despite a second loss 
to the Mavericks to begin 
the second half of league 
play, the Longhorns first 
celebrated senior Dylan 
Jackson’s surpassing of 
the 1,000-career point 
mark for his career and 
then went out and defeat-
ed visiting Channelview 
Jan. 26.
 Perhaps the Long-
horns at 5-3 are only 
a first-round win over 
Deer Park clear of the 
fourth and final postsea-
son slot, but with Chan-
nelview, Pasadena and 
Rayburn virtually out of 
contention, things are 
taking shape.
 In the 24-6A, a fast 
start for the Dickinson, 
Clear Springs and Clear 
Lake programs has all 
but left Clear Creek and 
Clear Brook battling for 
the fourth playoff seed.
 Dickinson and Clear 
Springs have won seven 
of their first eight league 
games to pace the top of 
the standings, with the 
Chargers delivering Lake 
a second half loss to 
leave the Falcons at 6-2 
prior to play Jan. 28 after 
press time.
 Clear Brook is still 
fifth but has enhanced its 
postseason hopes with a 
51-43 win over the Wild-
cats as Logan Sariga led 
three Wolverines in dou-
ble figures, scoring 16 
points. Christian Brown 
added 15 and Zion Norl 

had 11 in the win.
 The Clear Brook varsi-
ty girls’ team is 7-3 with a 
pair of games to play with-
in the District 24-6A mix 
and could finish as well 
as second overall, while 
the Dobie varsity girls are 
looking to close strong 
prior to the postseason.

Senior Julio Cisneros (10) helped the Dobie varsity boys’ basketball team de-
feat Channelview 56-44 Jan. 26, as the Longhorns improved to 5-3 in District 
22-6A play. Dobie, 18-10 overall, sits third in the league standings.

Photo by Gloria Wallace

JFD soccer leaps ahead 
early on in 22-6A races
 The Longhorns, de-
fending champions of Dis-
trict 22-6A from 2023 and 
the previous eight seasons 
before that, secured six 
big points right out of the 
gate, beating visiting Deer 
Park 2-1 Jan. 23 and then 
blanking Pasadena 2-0 on 
the Eagles’ home field Jan. 
26.
 Geo Arango earned the 
shutout in the nets and Ja-
hir Arias and Gael Pineda 
had goals, both assisted 
by Kevin Dominguez, as 
the Longhorns downed 
the Eagles for a 2-0-0 
start ahead of a Jan. 30 
home game, after press 
time, against the Memori-
al Mavericks, who opened 
the campaign at 0-1-1.
 Dobie was joined by 
South Houston as the big 
winners of the opening 
week, with the Trojans de-
feating Pasadena and Me-
morial to earn six points. 
Rayburn, tying a pair of 
games early on, was third 
in the standings at 0-0-2 
for two points.
 Perhaps predictably the 

case with so many first-
year starters on the field in 
2024, the Longhorns have 
spread the scoring around 
during a 6-1-2 overall start 
prior to press time Jan. 30.
 Dominguez, one of five 
players with a team-high 
two goals, also leads the 
way with five assists. Pi-
neda, Arias, J.P. Rodri-
guez and Jeferson Aleman 
have also notched two 
goals apiece.

JFD nips DP
 Pineda had a goal and 
an assist, and Alex Olme-
do also netted a goal as the 
Longhorns played their 
first-ever on-campus dis-
trict match, dealing rival 
Deer Park a 2-1 loss Jan. 
23 as Jahir Arias also had 
an assist.
 The Dobie boys’ soc-
cer program celebrated 
its 40th season late last 
month, and the varsity 
squad aims to make its 
own mark by winning a 
10th straight league title 
come mid-March. So far, 
so good.

JFD girls also 2-0

 A 2-0 win over Pasade-
na also had the Dobie var-
sity girls’ team standing 
tall at 2-0-0 heading into a 
key matchup at Memorial 
Jan. 30 after press time.
 With its quick start, the 
girls’ team has already 
surpassed its 2023 total of 
10 wins. 
 The Lady Longhorns 
scored one of the pro-
gram’s biggest wins in re-
cent memory, taking down 
a Deer Park program that 
had 13 previous years 
worth of win over them.
 Dobie head coach 
Theresa Kamara told the 
Leader prior to the start 
of league play that belief 
and confidence were keys 
to getting over the hump 
against a Deer Park pro-
gram that had a 13-year 
run of wins against Dobie.
 Following a 1-0 road 
win over the Deer Jan. 23 
in which Sofia Rodriguez 
broke a scoreless tie with a 
second-half goal, consider 
the Longhorns capable of 
anything this season in 22-
6A play.

Dobie netters to host Franklin/Kramer Invitational Feb. 2-3
 Pasadena ISD’s signa-
ture spring tennis season 
event, the Jerry Franklin/
Bobby Kramer Invitation-
al will play out Feb. 2-3, 
with players from 41 area 
high school programs tak-
ing part.
 The Deer Park High 
School North site will 

host 21 teams in the Jerry 
Franklin White division, 
with the Dobie main cam-
pus welcoming another 
20 programs in the Bobby 
Kramer Burnt Orange Di-
vision as players compete 
in a choice of boys’ and 
girls’ singles, boys’ and 
girls’ doubles and mixed 

doubles over the two days.
 Dobie’s boys’ singles 
players include Nestor 
Garza, Nolan Tran, Pitou 

So and Jacob Kostikoglou, 
while the girls’ singles 
entrants include Hailey 
Maldonado, Leena Pham, 

Leslie Figueroa, Amalia 
Reyes and Tiffany Tran.
 The Longhorns will 
send boys’ doubles com-

binations of Tre Ramirez 
and Rigo Alaniz, Vince 
Bui and Isaac Reynolds as 
well as Eric Perez ans Jon-
athan Alexander.
 Dobie’s girls’ doubles 
teams are set to include 
Vyvy Do and Abby Panza.
 Moreno plans to team 
Ryan Le with Hallie Vu, 
and Kayla Tran with Di-
ego Flores.
 Play in the boys’ and 
girls’ doubles brackets 

at Dobie main will begin 
Feb. 2 at 9 a.m.

Dobie powerlifters excel 
 Patience Thomas led the way for the Dobie varsity 
girls’ powerlifting team as the Longhorns were sec-
ond as a team Jan. 24 at Dobie. 
 Competing in the 132-pound weight class, Thomas 
won the class. Elsewhere, Victoria Arnsworth placed 
second in the 132-pound division, while Alexis Van 
Houten-Guerrero (105 weight division) and Hailey 
Cubos (181 weight division) both captured third 
place.
 Also in the 132-pound class, Dobie’s Keyli Van 
Houten-Guerrero (fourth place) and Madeline Medi-
na (fifth place) excelled.

SJC softball drops three of four
 It’s almost never about 
how a season starts but 
how it ends. 
 That will be the be-
lief moving forward for 
the San Jacinto College 
softball program after an 
opening weekend trip to 
McLennan College’s Bat-
tle on the Bosque yielded 
a single win in four games.
 The Ravens opened 
2024 with an 8-7 win over 
Odessa as Angelina Mo-
rales drove in five runs in 
her first collegiate game. 
Ari Wright doubled twice 

for San Jacinto College, 
and Mia Perez earned the 
win in relief.
 The locals had little 
luck from there, with host 
McLennan taking advan-
tage of 13 walks during 
a 12-4, five-inning win 
later in the day. Angelina 
Morales and Chloe Foster 
both drove in two runs for 
the Ravens.

 Chipola swept San Ja-
cinto College the final day 
with a 12-3, five-inning 
win in the opener followed 
by a 4-3 victory in the fi-
nale. Madison Carr had 
two hits and knocked in a 
pair in the opener, while 
Maggie Evans drove in 
two runs in the final game. 
Wright struck out 13 de-
spite the loss.

SJC hosts Bossier Parish
Feb. 1, 3 p.m./5:30 p.m.

Dobie boys at Rayburn
Jan. 30, 7 p.m.

Dobie girls host Rayburn
Jan. 30, 7 p.m.

SBGSA’s
parade

is Feb. 10
 The South Belt Girls 
Softball Association will 
celebrate the start of the 
2024 spring season by 
hosting a parade Sat., Feb. 
10.
 The community is 
encouraged to line the 
opening day parade route, 
which starts at  Weber El-
ementary at 8:30 a.m. and 
proceeds to the league 
facility at El Franco Lee 
Park.
 Games will start in all 
age divisions at 11 a.m. as  
the season opens.
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 As the Leader continues 
its year in review for 2023, 
the following is a look back 
at some of August, Septem-
ber and October highlights. 

Aug. 3
 The Leader featured 
longtime Thompson In-
termediate educator and 
coach Bill Kirchman fol-
lowing his retirement at 
the end of the 2022-2023 
school year. 
 Arriving at Thompson 
for the 1981-1982 school 
year, Kirchman spent 42 
years as a Lion, coaching 
the program’s original 
sports of football, basket-
ball and track and field, 
then expanding to others 
in later years.
 Dobie High School 
varsity baseball standout 
Omar Serna was select-
ed to play in the Base-
ball Factory All-America 
Game Aug. 13, at Globe 
Life Field, home of the 
Texas Rangers in Arling-
ton as the game aired live 
on ESPNU.  
 Serna, who is now a 
junior at Dobie, was a 
driving force of the Long-
horns’ District 22-6A 
championship run last sea-
son and has verbally com-
mitted to play at Louisiana 
State University which last 
June captured the NCAA 
national baseball champi-
onship in Omaha, Neb.
 The National Junior 
College Athletic Associ-
ation announced that, in 
part, San Jacinto College 
ranks second national-
ly among junior college 
baseball programs that 
have had their players se-
lected in the Major League 
Baseball First Year Player 
Draft. 
 The Ravens had one 
player from the 2023 team 
picked and saw two former 
players, Sabin Ceballos of 
Oregon and Hunter Hollan 
of Arkansas chosen. 
 Both third-round picks, 
Ceballos signed a pro 
contract with the Atlan-
ta Braves, while Hollan 
signed with the Cincin-
nati Reds. For 2023, San 
Jacinto College’s Cale 
Lansville was chosen by 
the San Francisco Giants 
in the 14th round and 
subsequently agreed to 
a $150,000 signing bo-
nus. Ceballos signed for 
$597,500 with the Braves 
while Hollan’s agreement 
with the Reds also includ-
ed a bonus of $597,500.  
 Both Ceballos and Hol-
lan helped San Jacinto 
College reach the JUCO 
World Series in 2022.

Aug. 10
 Dobie High School 
graduates Taylor Pleas-
ants and Chris Malveaux 
participated in the U.S. 
Women’s National Team’s 
Japan All-Star Series, with 
Pleasants a roster member 
and Malveaux an assis-
tant coach. Japan won the 
series final 1-0 and thus 
captured two of the three 
games. 
 Pleasants is now a se-
nior at Louisiana State 
University (see Page 5) 
while Malveaux is an as-
sistant coach at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee. 
 Texas A&M sophomore 
Camryn Dickson was part 
of the U.S. women’s gold 
medal-winning 4x100 re-
lay squad at the U-20 Pan 
American Championships 
as the foursome set an 
American age group-re-

cord of 42.88 seconds to 
capture gold Aug. 5. 
 Dickson, a Class of 
2022 Clear Brook gradu-
ate, was joined by Avery 
Lewis, Shawnti Jackson 
and Keila Jackson in the 
event in Mayaguez, Puerto 
Rico. Dickson also post-
ed a time of 11.48 for a 
bronze medal in the 100 
final.
 Clear Brook current se-
nior Jaylon Owens put to-
gether a memorable week 
at the Amateur Athletic 
Union’s Junior Olympic 
Games at Drake Univer-
sity in Des Moines, Iowa, 
winning a national cham-
pionship with his H-Town 
Hurricane teammates in 
the 4x400 relay and grab-
bing a bronze medal in the 
200 with a personal record 
of 21.1. 
 Owens also set a PR in 
the 100 at 10.6 for fourth 
place. He also took part in 
the 4x100 with the Hurri-
canes as the relay group 
placed fifth. 
 The Hurricanes won the 
national championship in 
the 17-18-year-old 4x400 
relay at 3 minutes, 11.01 
seconds as Jacorric Allen 
led off with Owens next 
and then Mason Roseboro 
and Nolen Richie finishing 
the win. The 4x100 relay 
included Owens, Richie, 
Cortney Brown and Sin-
cere Timpson, taking fifth 
at 41.38.
 The National Junior 
College Athletic Associ-
ation recognized 13 San 
Jacinto College softball 
student-athletes for their 
achievements on the field 
and in the classroom 
during the 2023 spring 
season. 
 Raven softball ath-
letes earned the following 
awards: Rayne Althaus, 
utility, third team All-Ac-
ademic; Ella Casas, in-
fielder, second team All-
South Conference; Kendra 
Cutlip, utility, first team 
All-Academic; Kiren 
Diaz, outfielder, third 
team All-Academic; Izzy 
Farmer, infielder, first 
team All-South Confer-
ence, second team All-Re-
gion XIV; Chloe Foster, 
outfielder, first team All-
South Conference, second 
team All-Region XIV; 
Emma Garcia, infielder, 
second team All-South 
Conference; Christin Hay-
good, pitcher, first team 
All-South Conference, 
first team All-Region XIV; 
Kylie Hernandez, infield-
er, third team All-Aca-
demic; Leslie Longoria, 
outfielder, first team All-
South Conference, sec-
ond team All-Region XIV, 
second team All-Academ-
ic; Haleigh McDonald, 
catcher, second team All-
South Conference; Mia 
McLeer, catcher, second 
team All-Academic; and 
Arianna Wright, infielder, 
first team All-South Con-
ference, first team All-Re-

gion XIV, second team 
All-American, third team 
All-Academic.
 Additionally, Haygood 
and Wright were named 
Pitcher of the Year and 
Player of the Year respec-
tively for both All-South 
Conference and All-Re-
gion XIV. During the 2023 
season, sophomore pitcher 
Haygood made 161 strike-
outs in 149 innings with a 
1.50 ERA. 
 Wright had a .522 bat-
ting average with 17 home 
runs and 71 runs batted in. 
 Both players were also 
recognized by the Nation-
al Fastpitch Coaches As-
sociation, with Haygood 
earning Second Team 
NFCA Midwest region 
and Wright earning First 
Team NFCA Midwest 
region and Second Team 
NFCA All-American.

Aug. 17
 Week one of the varsi-
ty volleyball season went 
splendidly for local pro-
grams as Dobie scored a 
pair of nondistrict wins, 
Lutheran South claimed 
a trophy and Clear Brook 
gained confidence with a 
solid showing at one of the 
state’s premier events. 
 A confident Dobie 
varsity volleyball team 
was set to open play at 
the Dickinson ISD Ga-
tor Invitational Aug. 17, 
having scored a pair of 
wins in the season’s first 
week.  Avenging a 
straight-set loss to Bay-
town Sterling in the 2022 
season opener, Dobie this 
time around celebrated the 
start of the 2023 campaign 
with a sweep of the Rang-
ers Aug. 8 at Phillips Field 
House. 
 Fast forward to Aug. 11 
at Goose Creek Memori-
al, and Dobie improved to 
2-0 with a 25-22, 28-26, 
19-25, 25-16 win. 
 Returning Dobie girls’ 
cross-country standouts 
Kyla Lobo and Valerie 
Salazar combined to finish 
sixth overall as Clear Lake 
hosted a four mile relay 
event Aug. 11 to start the 
regular season for several 
top area programs. 
 Senior Damian Ro-
sas teamed with junior 
Christopher Lopez for 
fifth place in the varsity 
boys’ division as runners 
covered two miles each, 
grouping their respective 
times. 
 San Jacinto College 
softball head coach Kelly 
Saenz added another Hall 
of Fame induction to her 
resume. 
 Her collegiate alma 
mater, Eastern Kentucky 
University, announced the 
former Ohio Valley Con-
ference Player of the Year 
as one of seven individu-
als, along with the 1971-
1972 men’s basketball 
team, as inductees into the 
2023 EKU Hall of Fame 
class. 
 “I am incredibly hon-

ored to be considered 
among a talented and dis-
tinguished class of Hall 
of Fame inductees,” said 
Saenz, who in January 
began her 21st season as 
head softball coach at San 
Jacinto College.
 Largely a new cast of 
players, yes, but simi-
lar standout results for 
the Dobie varsity girls’ 
cross-country team, which 
took second as a team be-
hind host and champion 
La Porte at the Bulldog 
Relays Aug. 18. 
 At an hour, 22 min-
utes, 47 seconds, La Porte 
edged Dobie’s total of 
1:24.02. Danna Ramirez 
was the overall champi-
on with her clocking of 
26:20.0, and Dobie’s Val-
erie Salazar was second 
overall at 26:49.8. 
 A time of 27:18.3 
placed Dobie’s Arecely 
Alvarado fifth, and a time 
of 29:53.0 had the Long-
horns’ Leyla Martinez 
20th. 
 At 31:28.9, Jasmine 
Mooney was 24th. Julian 
Andrade and Manuel Gar-
za went 1-2 overall in the 
varsity boys’ four-mile re-
lay to lead the Deer to the 
team win, with the Long-
horns’ Christopher Lopez 
pacing the locals to third 
place. 
 Lopez, sixth overall, 
clocked in at 21:46.1, 
while Francisco Dunn was 
ninth in a time of 22.33.1. 
Conner Torres of Dobie 
placed 17th at 23:55.8. 
 The Lutheran South 
Academy cross-country 
program got its season 
off and running with an 
appearance at the Frito 
Friday Night Lights event 
in Sealy as twins Matthew 
and Marcus Gaitan were 
front and center. 
 The Gaitan duo head-
ed the Pioneers’ scoring 
in the Elite division, with 
boys’ competitors cover-
ing four kilometers, or just 
under two miles. 
 Friendswood’s Zade 
Kayyali was the overall 
winner of the Elite boys’ 
race, with Marcus Gaitan 
taking second place at 
12 minutes, 36 seconds. 
Matthew Gaitan’s time of 
13:05 placed him sixth.  
 The race also marked 
the high school debut of 
Lutheran South freshman 
Jeremy Gaitan, who went 
13:33 for 18th place, with 
the Pioneers’ Reid Toner 
23rd in a time of 13:46. 
Lutheran South’s Jonah 
Weber posted a time of 
15:37, while Nicholas 
Pena was at 15:53 to lead 
the Pioneers to 10th place 
in the varsity boys’ divi-
sion. 
 The varsity girls’ event 
featured a 1.5-mile course 
as Lutheran South’s Lyd-
ia Ward was 12th overall 
in a time of 9:45, pacing 
the Pioneers to fifth place 
overall. 
 Mia Fulton’s clocking 

of 10:08 was 21st-best. 
Wolverines at Falls The 
three-person Clear Brook 
varsity boys’ team con-
tinued week two compe-
tition at the Clear Falls 
Invitational Aug. 18 at 
Hometown Heroes Park 
in League City, with Jo-
seph Trevino covering the 
4,000-meter course in a 
time of 13:24.77 for 13th 
place. 
 Tristan Ecord was 
across the finish line at 
15:13.56, with team-
mate Ruben Herrera in at 
15:55.67.
 Dobie High School ju-
nior Stacie Harris again 
excelled on the summer 
track and field scene, 
qualifying for the Ama-
teur Athletic Union Ju-
nior Olympic Games July 
28 through Aug. 5 on the 
Drake University campus 
in Des Moines, Iowa.  
 Harris was part of 
the contingent from the 
Pearland Track Xpress. 
 Harris was fourth in the 
age 15-16 girls’ heptath-
lon with 3,915 points and 
was a relay member in the 
4x800 relay for an eighth-
place finish. 
 She also competed in 
the 400 hurdles and long 
jump at nationals. “I did 
pretty well throughout 
this season, so I’m happy,” 
Harris said. 
 “There are events in the 
HEP I’m strong in that I 
need to get even stron-
ger in so I can earn more 
points. I didn’t do as well 
in the 400 hurdles and 
long jump as I’d like, but 
I’ll get it back. I’m really 
excited about next year.”

Aug. 31
 The Dobie varsity foot-
ball team carried plenty of 
confidence into its home 
opener Sept. 1 against 
Conroe Grand Oaks at 
Pasadena ISD’s Veterans 
Stadium in Pasadena. 
 The Longhorns were 
off to a 1-0 start for the 
second time in two sea-
sons under head coach De-
mond Stafford after throt-
tling Clear Brook during 
zero week play. 
 Taking on neighboring 
Clear Brook in the 2023 
regular season opener, the 
Longhorns put together a 
dominant, one-sided per-
formance on their way to 
a 35-3 win. 
 Dobie’s veteran defense 
was on display throughout 
the night as the Wolver-
ines managed just a field 
goal. 
 Dobie junior Camer-
on Mathews exploded for 
181 yards on 23 carries 
while delivering one of the 
biggest nights during the 
opening week and added 
a touchdown. Demarcus 
Hodges debuted with 101 
yards rushing on 10 car-
ries, including a pair of 
scoring runs. Senior quar-
terback Juan Huerta and 
Tariq Riley connected on a 
scoring pass.
 The Dobie varsity vol-
leyball team won 12 of its 
first 17 matches entering 
play Aug. 29 with contri-
butions from many play-
ers. Senior Lexie Gonza-
lez led the way with 110 
kills and 214 assists. 
 Junior Lauren Gar-
za challenged the lead 
throughout as she posted 
a personal record time to 
get her cross-country sea-
son off and running, while 
senior Kyla Lobo also de-
livered a PR time as the 
pair led the Dobie varsity 
girls’ squad at the Clear 
Creek Invitational Aug. 25 
at Hometown Heroes Park 
in League City.
 Garza and Lobo, key 
members of both the 2021 
and 2022 District 22-6A 
championship teams from 
Dobie, were in top form 
while delivering top-eight 
efforts. 

Sept. 7
 Dobie was among the 
talented boys’ and girls’ 
cross-country programs at 
the South Houston High 
School-hosted Goehring 
Invitational Sept. 1. In 
the varsity girls’ three-
mile event, Dobie junior 
Lauren Garza ran with 
eventual overall champi-
on Bissinatt Abdelasis of 
Elsik before taking second 
place. 
 Abdelasis was in at 18 
minutes, 29.71 seconds 
for the win, while Garza 
also cracked 19 minutes at 
18:43.52 for a PR at that 
distance as she was run-
ner-up. A time of 20:10.56

earned Dobie senior Kyla 
Lobo the 20th overall spot 
in the event. 
 Dobie’s Christopher 
Lopez turned in a personal 
record time on his way to 
a fifth-place overall finish 
at the Charlie Goehring In-
vitational hosted by South 
Houston High School, 
completing the varsity 
boys’ three-mile run at 15 
minutes, 25.25 seconds. 
Teammate Damian Ro-
sas was 20th in a time of 
16:25.06. 
 The Sagemont Cow-
boys held homecoming 
festivities during action 
against the Magnolia Park 
Sharks at El Franco Park 
Sept. 2. 
 A highlight of the day 
came as league officials 
crowned their king, queen, 
prince and princess. Those 
winners included princess 
Avery Pavlock, queen 
Brookelynn Hebert, king 
Fabian Rodriguez and 
prince Xavier Williams. 
 Dobie entered third-
week varsity football play 
against Dickinson intent 
on keeping the train roll-
ing as a quick 2-0 start to 
the regular season played 
out about as close to plan 
as the Longhorns could 
have hoped. 
 A 27-10 win over 
Grand Oaks Sept. 1 at Vet-
erans Stadium in Pasadena 
gave the Longhorns an 
impressive unbeaten start 
to the 2023 campaign and 
came with plenty of high-
lights.  
 Defensive end Rodrick 
Drumgo led a menacing 
effort against the Grizzlies 
that produced five sacks, 
three from Drumgo, and 
the unit went nearly three 
full quarters without sur-
rendering a touchdown. 
 On the offensive side 
of things, the line creat-
ed space for junior tail-
back Cameron Mathews 
throughout the night as he 
rushed for 222 yards and 
three scores. 

Sept. 14
 Many of the region’s top 
cross-country runners in 
all classifications gathered 
at the Sam Houston State 
University Region III Pre-
view Sept. 9 at Kate Ross 
Barr Park in Huntsville as 
Clear Creek High School 
junior Chris Creedon 
emerged as a force, win-
ning the 5A/6A 5,000-me-
ter varsity boys’ race in a 
time of 15:43.92.  
 Clear Brook senior 
Joseph Trevino was 
16th overall in a time of 
16:20.32. Trevino’s team-
mate Ruben Garcia fin-
ished at 21:41.67.
 Junior Lauren Garza 
bested the 20-minute mark 
at the 5,000-meter dis-
tance for the third straight 
week as she led the Dobie 
varsity girls’ cross-country 
team at the Magnolia Run 
the Dog Pound Invitation-
al. 
 Her time of 19 minutes, 
48 seconds was sixth-best.
 Junior Chris Lopez turned 
in his second straight 
fifth-place finish, leading 
the Dobie varsity boys’ 
cross-country program to 
third place as a team at 
the Deer Park Invitational 
Sept. 8. 
 Deer Park’s Julian An-
drade was the top overall 
medalist as he won the 
5,000-meter event at 16 
minutes, 08.01 seconds.  
 Teammate Manuel Gar-
za was next in a time of 
16:16.02 as the duo led the 
Deer to the top team spot. 
As for Lopez, his time of 
17:03.96 kept his run of 
success going, and team-
mate Johan Villavicencio 
was 18th overall with his 
time of 17:57.37.   
 At 18:14.15, Dobie se-
nior Damian Rosas took 
26th place, and a time of 
18:39.83 placed Conner 
Torres 36th. A time of 
18:40.64 had Dobie’s Jose 
Munoz 37th overall, the 
team’s final official scor-
ing qualifier
 The Clear Brook varsity 
football team fell behind 
early and went on to lose 
to host Pasadena Memori-
al 40-13 Sept. 7 at Veter-
ans Stadium in Pasadena. 
Yet while the Wolverines 
slipped to 1-2 overall, 
running back Jaiden Car-
ter had a career night as 
his 93-yard run was the 
team’s longest play from 
scrimmage early in the 
season.

Sept. 21
Putting a loss to Deer

Park in the District 22- 
6A opener quickly be-
hind it, the Dobie varsity 
volleyball team entered 
play Sept. 19 at home 
against Channelview with 
23 overall wins and very 
much looking like a top-ti-
er 22-6A program. 
 The 2021-2022 squad 
won 25 overall matches, 
the most in head coach 
Dawn Sexton’s tenure at 
Dobie. 
 And with senior and 
four-year varsity standout 
Lexie Gonzalez surpass-
ing 1,000 career digs in a 
sweep of Pasadena Sept. 
12, the versatile talent is in 
line to become one of the 
most productive players in 
program history. 
 A Lamar University 
commit, Gonzalez needed 
fewer than 100 kills for 
1,000 in her career. She 
surpassed 1,000 career 
digs Sept. 12 against the 
Eagles, and last season 
eclipsed 1,000 career as-
sists.
 By Gonzalez showing 
the way, Dobie came up 
big this season as nine 
seniors played a key role 
along with freshman Ama-
ya Langellier. 
 Dobie’s Lauren Gar-
za again challenged Alief 
Elsik’s Bissinatt Abdela-

sis at the La Porte Invita-
tional cross-country meet 
at Northwest Park in La 
Porte Sept. 15, with Bis-
sinatt holding on for top 
overall medalist honors 
in the 5,000-meter varsity 
girls’ division. 
 Bissinatt championed 
the event at 19 minutes, 
05.37 seconds, while Gar-
za clocked in at 19:10.22, 
a personal record for the 
sophomore. 
 Lutheran South Acad-
emy sophomore setter 
Aniston Collins eclipsed 
1,000 career assists at the 
varsity level in the Pio-
neers’ district win over 
The Woodlands Christian 
Academy Sept. 14 as the 
locals improved to 27-6 
overall. 
 She had 574 assists 
as a freshman as Luther-
an South won 30 overall 
matches en route to the 
state semifinals.
 A 17-2 win over Pas-
adena Memorial has the 
Dobie varsity team tennis 
squad in control of its own 
destiny for the No. 2 play-
off seed as the District 22-
6A race played out. 
 A challenging nondis-
trict schedule combined 
with a relatively inexperi-
enced lineup added up to 
a lengthy winless start for 

the Longhorns, but wins 
in five of seven overall 
provided for plenty of mo-
mentum.
 “I’m happy for the kids 
first and foremost but also 
proud of the way they have 
continued to work and 
play for a better result,” 
Dobie head coach Manuel 
Moreno Jr. said.
 Clear Brook High 
School was set to join the 
party as two legendary 
female athletes from the 
Wolverines’ athletic pro-
gram will be part of Clear 
Creek ISD’s Athletic Hall 
of Honor Class of 2023 
during a Sept. 23 induction 
ceremony at Challenger 
Stadium in Webster. 
 Terri Hunter Bolden, a 
1996 graduate, made her 
mark as a varsity girls’ 
basketball star and also 
ran track in the spring. 
Bolden joined Wolverine 
multisport standout Jen-
nifer Gordon Womack, 
also a 1996 graduate and 
former varsity basketball 
teammate of Bolden, as 
the first-ever Hall of Hon-
or inductees from Clear 
Brook. 
 The CCISD Athletic 
Hall of Honor debuted 
in 2016 and focused on 
graduates of the district’s 

Continued on Page 8

Legacies, fall season beginnings highlighted 2023 start

Doug Sawyer (left), one of many athletic staff members with whom Bill Kirch-
man worked over a Thompson career that spanned parts of fi ve decades, be-
stowed Kirchman with a T-shirt commemorating his retirement.

With 222 yards rushing and three touchdowns in all, Dobie junior back Camer-
on Mathews (2) lifted the Longhorns to a 27-10 victory over Grand Oaks Sept. 
1 at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. Mathews gained 403 yards and scored four 
touchdowns during his team’s 2-0 start.                              Photo by Kelvin Lopez

Cowboys
celebrated
HC week

At right, the Sagemont 
Cowboys held home-
coming festivities 
during action against 
the Magnolia Park 
Sharks at El Franco 
Park Sept. 2. A high-
light of the day came as 
league officials crowned 
their king, queen, 
prince and princess. 
Those winners includ-
ed, left to right, princess 
Avery Pavlock, queen 
Brookelynn Hebert, 
king Fabian Rodriguez 
and prince Xavier Wil-
liams. 
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Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 
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R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Support Leader Advertisers

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

HELP
WANTED

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.
Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.
Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right person
$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Advertise in
 the Leader

REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR RENT. 4BR,  
(2 MASTER) 3 FULL 
BATHS. Fenced yard, cen-
tral AC & heat. $2000 
deposit and $2000 per 
month. Freshly painted 
and please no pets. 
Located near Gulf Frwy. & 
Bwy. 8 in 77075 ZIP code. 
Contact Manuel at 832-
338-4720, or Arthur at 
832-549-9302. 2-1

SERVICE
RUBEN’S PAINTING.
Interior & exterior paint-
ing, Sheetrock repair, 
wood fences, pressure 
washing. Free estimates. 
Call 346-577-3347. 6-28
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 6-28

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION 
REPAIR OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 6-28

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

South Belt Graphics & Printing
No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!

Now printing small-quantity orders!
Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.

Call 281-481-5656

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com

713-944-5257
lewiscosince1991@gmail.com

Same Name • Same Number • Since 1991
VETERAN OWNED

10% Off up to $500.00

Quality Work 
Free Estimates

Siding - Kitchens - Painting
Bathrooms - Patios - Floors

Additions and so Much More 
References Available

Myron Lewis, 
Owner

THURSDAY, FEBURARY 1
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or 
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets at 
either Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117 
Broadway St., Pearland, or online on Zoom. See 
Pearland Chamber of Commerce calendar or 
call 281-485-3634.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call  713-472-0565 
for tours of exhibits. 
9:30 a.m. NASA Aglow Community Light-
house – 18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. The public 
is welcome and encouraged to bring others. Call 
281-910-1971 or visit aglownet.org.
11:30 a.m. ABWA - Southeast Express 
Network – Meetings are held at Big Horn BBQ, 
2300 Smith Ranch Rd, Pearland. Reservations 
appreciated. Visit www.seenabwa.org.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-
6300.
6:30 p.m. Pearland Area Republican’s Club – 
meets at VFW Post 7109 Pearland, 4202 W 
Walnut St., Pearland. Email pearlandarearepub
licanclub@gmail.com or visit www.facebook.
com/PARCTX.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – free 
discussion about Judaism and religion in gener-
al at Sawa Resaurant and Grill, 16608 El 
Camino Real, Houston. Contact socialaction@
shaarhashalom.org.

FRIDAY, FEBURARY 3
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open meet-
ing, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First Presbyteri-
an Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or https://
nastuff.com/.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Thursday’s notice. 
9 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom. For details regard-
ing services, Judaism classes, fi lm series and 
lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.shaarh
ashalom.org.

8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drink-
ers/addicts share and discover choices avail-
able. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, FEBURARY 3
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Thursday’s notice. 
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All 
services are live and on Zoom. For details re-
garding services, Judaism classes, fi lm series 
and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.shaar
hashalom.org.
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an addict. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-
8787 or visit https://www.houstonalanon.org/. 
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 beforehand.

SUNDAY, FEBURARY 4
8 a.m./ 10:15  a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
– has worship and Bible study programs at 
11456 Space Center Blvd. (in back of a medical/
retail community). Call 281-479-7285. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Revive Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy. Call 713-944-9186.
4 – 6 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 
Interfaith Call for Peace event. Members of dif-
ferent faith communities expressing their mes-
sages for hope and peace throughout the world. 
Participating faiths include Jewish, Muslim, Hin-
du, Sikh, Unity, Unitarian Universalis, and many 
Christian denominations. Security will be present 
and there will be refreshments and fellowship.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at Life 
Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-
2635.
8 p.m. AA – See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, FEBURARY 5
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway. Volunteers teach dance lessons. Call 

281-554-1180.  
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets at IHOP, 
11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and improve cross-
word skills. COVID-19 vaccination required. 
Email huff_reunion@juno.com for details.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery open 
meeting in the education Bldg. in room 4, at 
11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-725-8479 or 281-309-
2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – 
#0683 chapter meets at the Methodist Church, 
110 N Friendswood Dr. in the educational bldg., 
room 201. Call 832-858-4617 or 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, FEBURARY 6
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
10:00 a.m. CCART – Clear Creek Association of 
Retired Teachers meets at the Bay Area 
Community Center, 5002 NASA Parkway. 
Annual dues are $50. 
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Thursday’s notice.
10:30 a.m. Tri County Republican Women – 
General meetings are held at the Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr. Exact cash 
or check requested for lunch ($15). RSVP at 
www.tricountyrw.club/ or call 832-250-8901.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.  
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
noon notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – Club #05324194 meets in- per-
son at 10500 Scarsdale Blvd (SB Chamber of 
Commerce). Visit sehouston.toastmastersclubs.
org or call 832-722-9061. 
7 p.m. NA – See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, FEBURARY 7
7:30a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Thursday’s notice. 
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday 
notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes Park, 
1001 E. League City Parkway. Casual ballroom 
dancing offered. Call 281-554-1180.

Support 
Leader

Advertisers

Insurance Office
We are looking to add an additional 

person to our office.  This person must 
be dependable, friendly, and detailed 

oriented.  You will be helping our existing 
clients with their Homeowners and Auto 

insurance policies.
We provide training, health insurance,  
and a happy professional workplace.

3 years office experience is a MUST.
Bilingual is a plus.

Please email your resume to:  
southbeltarea@yahoo.com



Page 8, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, February 1, 2024

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Four Louisiana State University softball student-athletes were listed on the 
annual D100 Player Rankings by D1Softball ahead of the 2024 season. In-
fi elder Taylor Pleasants, a Dobie graduate, is ranked No. 22 as she begins 
her senior season. Despite battling a core injury throughout the 2023 season, 
Pleasants earned a spot on the NFCA South All-Region First Team for the 
second consecutive year, became a three-time All-SEC selection and was on 
the SEC All-Defensive Team. In 55 starts, Pleasants batted .346 and led the 
team with a .562 slugging percentage, thanks to 56 hits and eight home runs. 
She also boasted a team-high 53 runs driven in. Defensively, Pleasants paced 
the team with 118 assists and was part of turning 15 double plays. Pleasants 
will enter the 2024 season ranked No. 5 in the LSU record book with 37 
career home runs and a .597 career slugging percentage, No. 6 with 171 
career RBIs, and No. 7 with 389 career assists. The Tigers open the season 
Feb. 8 against Nichols and then host the LSU Invitational Feb. 9-11 with 
Pittsburgh and Memphis attending.

Pleasants ready to lead LSU

Continued from Page 6
two original high schools 
— Clear Creek, which 
opened in 1956 and Clear 
Lake, which opened in 
1972.

Sept. 28
 Dobie junior Lauren 
Garza had great expec-
tations at October’s Dis-
trict 22-6A Cross-Coun-
try Championships after 
leading the varsity girls’ 
squad for much of this 
season.  
 Garza, a big contribu-
tor to Dobie’s 2021 and 
2022 league champion-
ship teams, was fifth at 
the Dobie-hosted Long-
horn Stampede Sept. 21, 
finishing fifth over the 
5,000-meter course at 
19 minutes, 40.80 sec-
onds.   
 Senior Kyla Lobo, last 
year’s 22-6A runner-up 
finisher, was 29th-best on 
her home turf, clocking in 
at 22:39.40. 
 With the district cham-
pionship meet coming 
in mid-October, the Lu-
theran South Academy 
cross-country program set 
the tone for what promised 
to be a special final stretch 
run. 
 The Pioneers were 
dominant at The Wood-
lands Christian Acade-
my-hosted event Sept. 23, 
with the varsity boys’ team 
cruising to the team crown 
as brothers Marcus, Mat-
thew and Jeremy Gaitan 
went 1-2-3, with sopho-
more teammate Reid Ton-
er sixth. 
 LSA’s five qualifi-
ers delivered a low of 29 
points based on place-
ments, easily ahead of 
second-place Providence 
Classical. Marcus Gai-
tan, on quite a run during 
his senior season, was the 
top overall medalist in the 
5,000-meter event as he 
edged his twin, Matthew 
Gaitan, who was second. 
 Marcus Gaitan won at 
16 minutes, 16.97 seconds, 
and Matthew Gaitan’s run-
ner-up time was 16:22.95. 
Freshman Jeremy Gaitan, 
certainly part of the next 
wave of runners for the 
Pioneers, was third for his 
best placing of the season 
at 17:04.86.
 In what will go down 
as the greatest come-from- 
behind win in program 
history, the Dobie varsity 
football team thrust itself 
smack dab in the middle 
of the 22-6A league title 
chase following a stun-
ning 38-35 victory over 
host Deer Park Sept. 2 at 
Abshier Stadium in Deer 
Park. 
 Outscored 130-14 over 
the previous 10 quarters 
of football and trailing the 
Deer 28-7 at halftime, the 
Longhorns put together 
one of their most import-
ant second halves ever, 
getting a one-yard touch-
down plunge and subse-
quent 2-point conversion 
run from senior quarter-
back Juan Huerta with 36 
seconds remaining to cap 
the victory. 

 Getting a pair of long 
touchdown passes, one 
from Huerta and anoth-
er from receiver Ethan 
Nguyen to Tariq Riley in 
the second half, the Long-
horns still found them-
selves trailing 35-30 in 
the closing minutes before 
Huerta found the end one 
in the final minute. 
 Senior Ariana Garza 
registered her 500th ca-
reer kill as the Dobie var-
sity volleyball team won 
its fourth straight league 
match, tightening its grip 
on the No. 2 spot in the 
22-6A standings along the 
way with a sweep at Sam 
Rayburn Sept. 22. 
 Garza, a four-year var-
sity performer, was the 
star of the night as the 
Longhorns also tied their 
single-season best of 25 
overall wins during head 
coach Dawn Sexton’s ten-
ure. 

October 5
 Dobie junior Lauren 
Garza had a personal re-
cord time at the Nike 
South Invitational in The 
Woodlands as she fi nished 
41st overall in the elite 
girls’ division 5K at 19 
minutes, 10.60 seconds. 
 Senior Kyla Lobo 
was at 21:45.10 for 49th 
place in the girls’ Red 
division 5K, while team-
mates Aracely Alvarado 
(23:23.40 for 36th place), 
Mariah Medina (24:26.90 
for 54th place), Jasmine 
Mooney (23:30.40 for 
75th place and Madison 
Puente (25:48.30 for 77th 
place) competed in the 
girls’ 5K White division. 
 The Dobie boys, in-
cluding Chris Lopez (fi fth 
at 17:04.40), Francisco 
Dunn (27th at 18:09.80), 
Jose Munoz (37th at 
18:21.20), Damian Rosas 
(43rd at 18:34.40) and Jo-
han Villavicencio (49th at 
18:41.40) competed in the 
boys’ 5K White division.
 The Dobie varsity team 
tennis squad fi nished with 
fi ve straight wins in Dis-
trict 22-6A play and host-
ed Atascocita as the bidis-
trict playoff round started 
Oct. 10. 
 On the strength of a 
fi ve-match winning streak 
to close out District 22-
6A play, the Longhorns 
earned the right to host 
Atascocita in the bidistrict 
playoff round. 
 Steven Craft’s two-yard 
quarterback keeper in 
overtime was the differ-
ence as the Clear Brook 
Wolverines stunned Bra-
zoswood 14-7 in a key 
District 24-6A varsity 
football game Sept. 28 in 
Webster. 
 The win evened the 
Wolverines’ league mark 
at 1-1. Craft, the third 
player to line up at quar-
terback for Clear Brook 
this season, also had a 60-
yard touchdown run for 
his team’s other score. 
 Kelly Saenz, who has 
won more than 700 ca-
reer games as San Jacin-
to College softball head 
coach, was inducted into 

the Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity Hall of Fame Sept. 
23, recognizing her stellar 
career as a player. 
 Then Kelly Swanson, 
she hit .321 over a four-
year career and was the 
1998 Ohio Valley Confer-
ence Player of the Year. 
“Shocked, honored, sur-
prised,” Saenz told the 
Leader of her initial reac-
tion when she received the 
call notifying her of the 
induction. “It’s both hum-
bling and gratifying to be 
joining such a prestigious 
group and to be consid-
ered among the greats.”

Oct. 12
 Lutheran South Acade-
my senior Matthew Gaitan 
was second in a time of 15 
minutes, 57 seconds and 
his brother, Marcus Gaitan 
was third (16:00) in the 
varsity boys’ 5,000-meter 
run to lead the Pioneers 
at the St. John’s Maverick 
Ramble in Tomball.
 The Battle of the Belt-
way trophy returned to the 
Dobie fi eld house follow-
ing the Longhorns’ 42-27 
win over Pasadena Memo-
rial as the locals delivered 
a sixth consecutive win in 
the series Oct. 6 at Veter-
ans Stadium in Pasadena. 
 Dobie then 5-2 overall 
and 3-0 in District 22-
6A play heading into its 
home matchup with Chan-
nelview.
 Longtime Dobie varsi-
ty football staff member 
Charles Washington was 
lauded by “Dave Camp-
bell’s Texas Football” 
magazine as its week fi ve 
Offensive Coordinator of 
the Week after engineer-
ing the Longhorns’ thrill-
ing fi nal-minute win at 
Deer Park to open District 
22-6A play.  
 A Dobie graduate, 
Washington starred at 
quarterback for the Long-
horns during his high 
school career and is the 
longest-tenured member 
of the Dobie staff.

Oct. 19
 An epic overtime win 
over Channelview had 
the Dobie varsity football 
team a win away from the 
District 22-6A champion-
ship as the Longhorns pur-
sued their fi rst crown since 
2020. 
 Dobie, leading the 22-
6A fi eld at 4-0, improved 
to 6-2 overall with the 
41-40 overtime win over 
Channelview Oct. 14 at 
Veterans Stadium. The 
game was originally set 
for Oct. 12 but was post-
poned due to a power out-
age in the Pasadena area 
that rendered Veterans 
Stadium dark. 
 Once the game played 
out, there was nonstop 
action throughout. Chan-
nelview struck fi rst, get-
ting a 59-yard touchdown 
run from Tyrone Scyrus on 
the game’s fi rst offensive 
play as the Falcons led 7-0 
just 19 seconds into the 
game. 
 The Longhorns 
bounced back with a big 
play of their own on their 

opening series as quarter-
back Juan Huerta lofted a 
deep ball down the seam 
for 61 yards and a touch-
down to Ethan Nguyen. 
 Dobie was stopped 
short on the two-point 
conversion run try but got 
within 7-6.   
 The Falcons took ad-
vantage of a short fi eld 
later in the quarter, going 
46 yards on six plays, with 
quarterback Jason Whee-
lock plunging two yards 
for a touchdown.  
 With 4:31 left in the 
opening quarter, Chan-
nelview led 14-6. But 
Dobie, which produced 
touchdowns on three 
straight drives to open the 
game, would answer. 
 Sophomore Demarcus 
Hodges forced his way 
into the end zone on a 
4-yard run with 1:59 left 
in the fi rst. 
 The conversion run 
from Cameron Mathews 
tied the game at 14-14. 
Mathews, the leading 
rusher in the District 22- 
6A ranks, put together a 
performance for the record 
books, rushing for 265 
yards on 28 totes and three 
touchdowns.
 Champions never give 
in, so it is easy to under-
stand how it was Lauren 
Garza and Kyla Lobo 
leading the way as the 
Dobie varsity girls’ team 
pursued a fourth straight 
district cross-country team 
crown Oct. 12 at the Jim-
my Burke Center in Deer 
Park. 
 Garza and Lobo, with 
a combined fi ve district 
championship team con-
tributions between them 
entering this season, domi-
nated the 5,000-meter fi eld 
this time around.  
 Garza won top overall 
medalist honors in a time 
of 19 minutes, 38.01 sec-
onds, a win of more than 
a minute, 20 seconds over 
the rest of the fi eld for the 
junior. 
 And while Lobo trailed 
Garza by a considerable 
margin, the senior was 
the 22-6A runner-up for 
the second straight year, 
taking second overall with 
her time of 20:58.08. 
 Senior Lexie Gonzalez 
had 12 kills and 16 assists 
as the Dobie varsity vol-
leyball team assured itself 
of at least the No. 2 post-
season seed out of District 
22-6A with a 25-15, 25- 
22, 25-20 sweep of Me-
morial Oct. 10 at Dobie. 
 The team’s senior class, 
nine in all, enjoyed Senior 
Night pre-match festivi-
ties before fi nishing off a 
series sweep of third-place 
Memorial. 
 The Longhorns went on 
to score a 25-12, 25-18, 
25-15 win at Channelview 
Oct. 13, getting to 29 wins 
overall, a program record, 
and 8-2 in league play. 
 Clear Brook senior Jo-
seph Trevino was on his 
way back to the Region III 
Cross-Country Champi-
onships for the third con-
secutive season after qual-

ifying as the fourth-place 
fi nisher out of District 24-
6A Oct. 12 as the postsea-
son began at Hometown 
Heroes Park in League 
City. Clear Lake was the 
boys’ team champion by a 
wide margin. 
 Sam Golla of Clear 
Lake was the 24-6A top 
overall boys’ medalist as 
he won by more than 13 
seconds in a time of 15 
minutes, 02.8 seconds on 
the 5,000-meter course. 
 Chris Creedon of Clear 
Creek was in at 15:16.0 
for second place, with 
Clear Lake’s Anthony 
Roberts third in a time of 
16:00.5. Trevino clocked 
in at 16:03.4 for fourth 
place. 

 An extremely strong 
boys’ lineup proved to be 
the difference as Atascoc-
ita, the No. 3 seed out of 
District 21-6A, eliminated 
Dobie by a 10-3 count in 
the bidistrict team tennis 
playoffs Oct. 10 at Dobie. 
 An ineligibility issue 
forced the Longhorns to 
shuffl e their lineup essen-
tially 24 hours before the 
playoffs began, but Dobie 
head coach Manuel More-
no made no excuses in the 
end. His team had chances 
to change the trajectory of 
the match, but the Eagles 
were able to do what was 
needed to come away with 
the necessary 10 wins. 
 “We knew going into 
the match that Atascocita 

was strong on the boys’ 
side, and losing such a key 
player for us hurt,” More-
no said. “Tre Ramirez and 
Vince Bui stepped up and 
played well for us, and re-
ally, the kids gave it their 
all. We gave ourselves a 
chance to win entering the 
singles, and that’s what we 
always want to try to do. 
 “Whether it’s 10-3, 
10-9 or 19-0, a loss is a 
loss, but I’m very proud of 
our kids not only for their 
effort in the playoffs but 
the entire season.”

Oct. 26
 Dobie junior Lauren 
Garza is now one of the 
school’s all-time greats 
as she qualifi ed to com-
pete in the Class 6A State 

Cross-Country Champion-
ships in Round Rock. 
 Covering the 5,000-me-
ter course in a personal 
record of 19 minutes, 01.8 
seconds, Garza was 19th 
overall among the Region 
III fi nishers at Kate Barr 
Ross Park Oct. 24. 
 Aside from runners 
who qualifi ed for state 
with their teams, the next 
10 individual runners ad-
vanced. Garza, the 22-
6A champion earlier this 
month, was No. 10.
 Guaranteed a share of 
the District 22-6A varsi-
ty football championship 
and having locked up the 
top seed in the Division I 
playoff bracket, the Dobie 
Longhorns looked to fi n-
ish their impressive jour-
ney Oct. 27 against South 
Houston. 
 A dominant 64-0 win 
over the Sam Rayburn 
Texans, complete with a 
28-0 lead over the game’s 
fi rst eight minutes, locked 
away the top seed out of 
the 6A Division I playoff 
bracket for Dobie.
 Arianna Borrego. Aly 
Frias. Haley DeHoyos. Ar-
iana Garza. Lexie Gonza-
lez. Alana Goree. Student 
Trainer Alyssa Hernandez. 
Student trainer Jordan Le-
ahman. Naima LeBlanc. 
Matison Mitchell. Belle 
Perridon. Haley Precel-
la. Student trainer Vale-
ria Quiroz. Each of those 
seniors along with their 
families deservedly took a 
bow on Senior Night Oct. 
17 in the Dobie varsity 
volleyball team’s home fi -
nale against Sam Rayburn. 
 The special night in-
cluded the team’s 30th 
regular season win, which 
has since been extended to 
a program all-time best of 
31 wins following an Oct. 
20 victory at South Hous-
ton. 
 At 31-7 overall and 
10-2 for second place in 
District 22-6A, the Long-
horns and head coach 
Dawn Sexton, who during 
league play secured career 
win No. 450 and count-
ing, looked forward to the 
bidistrict playoffs.
 The Lutheran South 
varsity boys’ cross-coun-
try team, led by top overall 
medalist Marcus Gaitan, 
won the 5,000-meter Tex-
as Association of Private 
and Parochial Schools 
5A District 5 champion-

ship and will head to state 
Oct. 30 in Waco with high 
hopes. 
 The Pioneer varsi-
ty girls’ team, pushed 
by senior Lydia Ward’s 
fi fth-place fi nish at the 
3,200-meter distance, 
placed second as a team 
and will advance to state 
as well. 
 Marcus Gaitan was the 
fi rst to the fi nish line at 
The Woodlands course, 
fi nishing at 15 minutes, 
59.36 seconds for the gold 
medal with Christopher 
Pietrak of St. John’s XXIII 
second at 16:05.13. 
 The Gaitan brothers 
were out in front for the 
Pioneers as they delivered 
a low of 30 among their 
fi ve offi cial qualifi ers. Pi-
etrak’s St. John’s XXIII 
team was runner-up at 46. 
 Matthew Gaitan, the 
twin of Marcus Gaitan, 
was third for a bronze 
medal as he paced the next 
wave in at 16:49.18. 
 Jeremy Gaitan, a fresh-
man for the Pioneers, 
placed fi fth overall as he 
clocked in with a time 
of 17:08.83, and sopho-
more Reid Toner was sev-
enth-best for the Pioneers 
at 17:20.70. 
 Clear Brook senior Jo-
seph Trevino was 22nd 
overall at 16 minutes, 
05.68 seconds at the Re-
gion III Cross-Country 
Championships Oct. 24 in 
Huntsville. A three-time 
regional qualifi er, Trevi-
no completed his stellar 
career by missing a state 
berth by three spots.
 Had Manuel Moreno Jr. 
stuck to his original plan, 
he wouldn’t have had 
nearly as many memories 
to scan through Oct. 7 as 
25 seasons worth of for-
mer players and support-
ers turned out at Dobie 
High School to celebrate 
the head tennis coach’s 
silver anniversary. 
 Moreno may have only 
meant to spend one season 
along the baselines at Do-
bie but has instead turned 
his 25 years into the most 
rewarding segment of his 
career. 
 “It’s rewarding. It’s 
humbling, and it’s just so 
nice to see all of the for-
mer players, talk about 
their lives and get a chance 
to just see their faces after 
the years have passed.” 
Moreno said.

Thompson boys’ basketball teams win three Pasadena ISD tournament championships

The Thompson Intermediate seventh-grade A and B teams both 
won tournament championships as the Pasadena Independent 
School District basketball season closed out. Members of the 
seventh-grade title-holding teams included, left to right, (front 
row) Jayden Villarreal, Luke Kearbey, Ashton Wilson, Jayden 
Grimaldo, Alexander Hernandez, Zaire Zavala, Garren Gar-

dinar, (middle row) D’Marvia McVea, Chase Flower, Lance 
Goree, Jayden McNair, Malachi Starks-Glispie, Gabriel Rincon, 
Fernando Balanta, David Harris, (back row) coach Daniel Saw-
yer, Me’shai Alexander, Prince Hubbard, Jealae’bion Daniels, 
Jamal Tillman, Marius Winston, Kelvin Wiley, Zion Taylor and 
coach Doug Sawyer.

Thompson Intermediate’s eighth-grade B division 
boys’ basketball team went unbeaten during the 
regular season and then took down Bondy 42-30 to 
capture the Pasadena Independent School District 
postseason tournament championship. Members of 
the trophy-winning team include, left to right, (front 

row) Nathan Arizpe, Juan Arredondo, Jordan 
Ramirez, Xavier Arizmendez, Anthony Chapa, 
Johnathan Villela, Alec Tamgnon, Quenton Tay-
lor, Dexter Sullivan, (back row) Ethan Tran, Ter-
ry Betties, Quenton Taylor and head coach Aaron 
Kutra.

2023 year in review recalls more sports through October
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