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PISD breaks ground on new Thompson campus
 Pasadena ISD offi cially broke ground on the 
new Thompson Intermediate campus at a cere-
mony held at the school site Thursday, Oct. 28. 
 To be located on a 21-acre plot of land on 
Hughes Road near South Belt Elementary, the 
new 178,000-square-foot campus was approved 

by voters in 2017 as part of a $135 million bond 
referendum.
 Drymalla Construction Company was award-
ed the $39.5 million contract to construct the 
new campus.
 Originally to be constructed on Highland 

Meadows Drive in the Riverstone Ranch at 
Clear Creek subdivision, the project was met 
with opposition from residents of both the Riv-
erstone Ranch at Clear Creek and Green Tee Ter-
race subdivisions, the two neighborhoods which 
would have bordered the campus.
 Some Riverstone Ranch at Clear Creek resi-
dents felt the proposed location presented a safe-
ty hazard, as it was to be located deep within the 
subdivision, with the school’s only entrance be-

ing within a 90-plus-degree curve with limited 
sight of oncoming traffi c in both directions.
 Green Tee Terrace homeowners further com-
plained that the initial site of the campus would 
have generated additional traffi c in their commu-
nity.
 To rectify the problem, Pasadena ISD offi cials 
proposed a land swap with Meritage Homes, the 
developer in the area surrounding the school.
 Continued on Page 8

County now offers all vax boosters
 Harris County Public Health now offers all 
COVID-19 vaccine boosters doses available for 
qualifying fully vaccinated residents.
 Eligible residents include those who complet-
ed their two-dose mRNA vaccine series (Pfi zer 
or Moderna) at least six months ago and anyone 
who received the single-dose Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine at least two months ago. Eligible fully 
vaccinated residents can get a booster dose of the 
vaccine of their choice. 
 All COVID-19 vaccines provide strong pro-
tection for most people. A booster vaccine in an 

additional dose given after the protection pro-
vided by the original series has begun to de-
crease over time. The Pfi zer booster helps certain 
groups of people maintain their level of immuni-
ty longer. 
 For individuals who received a Pfi zer-BioN-
Tech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, the fol-
lowing groups are eligible for a booster shot at 6 
months or more after their primary series:
 – 65 years and older.
 – Age 18+ who live in long-term care settings.

Continued on Page 3

Abbott seeks to ban “porn” in schools
 Gov. Greg Abbott is on a mission to have 
books he deems “clearly pornographic” removed 
from Texas public schools.
 Abbott on Nov.1 sent a letter to Texas Associ-
ation of School Boards Executive Director Dan 
Troxell to ensure no child is exposed to pornog-
raphy or other inappropriate content in a Texas 
public school. 
 “A growing number of parents of Texas stu-
dents are becoming increasingly alarmed about 
some of the books and other content found in 

public school libraries that are extremely inap-
propriate in the public education system,” reads 
the letter. “The most fl agrant examples include 
clearly pornographic images and substance that 
have no place in the Texas public education sys-
tem. You have an obligation to Texas parents 
and students to ensure that no child in Texas is 
exposed to pornography or other inappropriate 
content while inside a Texas public school.”
 The governor, however, fails to cite one specif-

Continued on Page 4

State, MUD election results tallied
Sagemeadow MUD bond, all 8 state amendments pass

 Voters took to the polls Tuesday, Nov. 2, to 
decide a number of municipal elections, as well 
as whether or not to add eight amendments to the 
state Constitution.

Sagemeadow MUD
 Sagemeadow residents voted overwhelmingly 
in favor of a $25 million bond measure.
 The language on the ballot read as follows:
 “The issuance of $25,000,000 in bonds and 
the levy of ad valorem taxes suffi cient to pay 
the principal of and interest on the bonds (water, 
sanitary sewer, drainage, and storm sewer, orga-
nization, and administration).”
 According to Harris County records, 65 per-
cent of voters favored the measure (215 total 
votes), while 35 percent opposed it (114 votes).

State amendments
 Texas voters on Tuesday, Nov. 2, passed all 
eight amendments to the state Constitution.

Proposition 1
 This amendment allows charitable raffl es at 
rodeo events by the Professional Rodeo Cow-
boys Association or the Women’s Professional 
Rodeo Association. Unauthorized raffl es can be 
considered illegal gambling under Texas law.
 The proposition was approved by 84 percent, 
with 1,242,625 people voting for it, and 239,783 
people voting against it.

Proposition 2
 This amendment authorizes counties to issue 
bonds or notes to raise funds for transportation 

and infrastructure in underdeveloped areas. Cit-
ies and towns already have the authority to fund 
projects with this fi nancing method.
 The proposition was approved by 63 percent, 
with 931,453 people voting for it, and 544,834 
people voting against it.

Proposition 3
 This amendment bans the state from prohibit-
ing or limiting religious services, including those 
in churches and other places of worship.
 The proposition was approved by 62 percent, 
with 925,447 people voting for it, and people 
557,093 voting against it.

Proposition 4
 This amendment requires candidates to have 
10 years of experience practicing law in Texas 
to be eligible for election to the Texas Supreme 
Court, the Court of Criminal Appeals or a Tex-
as court of appeals. Currently, the law requires 
10 years of experience but allows for out-of-state 
experience. Also, candidates running to be a dis-
trict judge would be required to have eight years 
of experience practicing law in Texas, up from 
the current requirement of four years.
 The proposition was approved by 59 percent, 
with 845,030 people voting for it, and 592,585 
people voting against it.

Proposition 5
 This amendment allows the State Commis-
sion on Judicial Conduct to have oversight of 
 Continued on Page 3

State extends emergency SNAP benefits
 As part of the response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Gov. Greg Abbott on Tuesday, Nov. 2, an-
nounced that the Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission is providing more than $310 
million in emergency Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) food benefi ts for 
the month of November 2021.
 The allotments are expected to help more than 
1.5 million Texas households.
 “Our continued investment in emergency 
SNAP benefi ts has ensured Texas families can 
put food on the table throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic,” said Abbott. “Thank you to HHSC 
and USDA for ensuring these resources reach 
Texans across the state.” 
 A similar sentiment was shared by Texas HHS 
Access and Eligibility Services Deputy Execu-
tive Commissioner Wayne Salter.
 “We are proud to be able to help Texans get 
nutritious food for their families and have peace 
of mind as they celebrate the holiday season to-
gether,” said Salter.
 HHSC received federal approval from the U.S.

Continued on Page 4

1,000th in-home vax administered

The Houston Health Department recently administered its 1,000th in-home vaccination 
through a county program. Clifford Faggans (left) is shown above receiving the 1,000th 
dose from Bibiana Nwora, RN, Houston Health Department, from the comfort of his own 
bed. Launched by the Harris County Area Agency on Aging, the in-home vaccination pro-
gram is available to qualifying people. 

St. Luke’s honors veterans 

 St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church, 11011 
Hall, invites all who have served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces to attend its annual Veterans Day Blessing 
Nov. 13 at 10 a.m. There will be a lunch for veterans 
and their families in the social hall after the ceremony 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.

Storage facility burglarized 

 There has been a rash of burglaries at the 
CubeSmart Self Storage, 10030 Blackhawk near El 
Franco Lee Park. According to investigators, there 
have been three burglaries in the last week and 19 
total over the past year. Investigators said surveil-
lance footage is of poor quality and of little use. 
Anyone with information on this case is urged to 
contact the Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce at 713-
477-2766.

Sagemont meeting reset
 Due to efforts in restructuring of the Sagemont 
Maintenance Fund, the special meeting scheduled 
for Nov. 16 has been canceled. The annual meeting 
of members will be held the fi rst Tuesday in March 
2022. An election of committee/director(s) will be 
held at that time.

Sageglen to meet Nov. 15 

 Sageglen Community Association will hold its 
next homeowner meeting Monday, Nov. 15, at the 
Sageglen Community Building, 11610 Sageyork, be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be served.

Kirkmont 3, 4 meeting set 

 Kirkmont 3 and 4 will hold its annual meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 16, at 6 p.m. in the Kirkmont MUD 
building parking lot, located at 10102 Blackhawk 
Blvd. All homeowners/residents of Kirkmont Sec-
tions 3 and 4 are encouraged to attend. The 2022 
annual maintenance fees and deed restrictions will 
be discussed, and board members will be elected. 
Homeowners attending the annual meeting may be 
eligible for a discount on their 2022 maintenance 
fees. Call Alfredo Huerta at 832-283-4895 with any 
questions.

Sagemeadow holds meeting 

 The Sagmeadow HOA, with support from the 
Sageglen, Clear Brook Meadows, Kirkwood South, 
Kirkwood, Sagemont and Rainbow Valley HOAs, 
invites all interested South Belt homeowners to a 
Harris County property tax workshop Thursday, 
Nov. 18, beginning at 7 p.m.
 The workshop will be held during Sage-
meadow’s monthly association meeting at The 
Gardens - Houston, 12001 Beamer. Sagemead-
ow residents are encouraged to attend for up-
dates. Copies of the agenda will be available 
at the door but may also be found online at sage
meadow.org/calendar/monthly-hoa-meeting.
 The food truck, Hearsay On The Go, will pro-
vide food for purchase outside The Gardens from 6 
to 9 p.m. There will not be a December meeting, but 
monthly meetings will resume in January.

Ellington e-recycling set 

 The City of Houston Solid Waste Management 
Department’s monthly electronic recycling event 
will take place Saturday, Nov. 13, at the Neighbor-
hood Recycling Center at Ellington Airport from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 Recycling electronics keeps potentially harm-
ful materials, such as mercury, cadmium, lead and 
cathode ray tubes out of the waste stream and the 
environment. Items accepted are PCs, servers, key-
boards, mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, 
small kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs and 
routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax machines, 
projectors, rechargeable batteries, cable boxes, 
car batteries, telephones, cellphones, PDAs, tape 
drives, hard drives, cords, cables and cameras. 
 The collection events take place the second Sat-
urday of each month. For additional information, 
visit www.houstonsolidwaste.org or call 311.

COVID cases decrease
 As of Wednesday, Oct. 27, there were 228 re-
ported South Belt deaths due to COVID-19, up 
four from the previous week. Reporting of COVID 
deaths, however, may be delayed by offi cials.
 Of the 7,676 confi rmed cases in 77089 (total 
population: 53,866), 181 remain active, down 79 
from the previous week. To date, 93 from the ZIP 
code have died from the disease, up three from the 
previous week.
 In 77075 (total population: 43,933), 210 of the 
5,836 confi rmed cases remain active, down 69 from 
the previous week. A total of 65 from the ZIP code 
have died. 
 Of the 5,920 confi rmed cases in 77034 (total 
population: 40,532), 212 remain active, down 61 
from the previous week. To date, 70 residents from 
ZIP code 77034 have died from the disease, up two 
from the previous week.
 According to Harris County Public Health offi -
cials, the vast majority of the fatalities suffered from 
pre-existing health issues. Countywide, there have 
been 573,925 confi rmed cases. Of those, 550,733 
have recovered from the disease, while 17,039 cas-
es remain active. A total of 6,119 deaths have been 
reported in Harris County.
 Statistics are updated daily and include num-
bers from within the Houston city limits and 
throughout Harris County. To view an interac-
tive map, visit publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Re
sources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.

 Beltway closures planned
 The eastbound exit ramp from Beltway 8 to SH 
3/Old Galveston Road will be closed until further 
notice.
 The connector ramps from Beltway 8 to Inter-
state 45N and I-45S will be closed Thursday, Nov. 
11, and Friday, Nov. 12. Expect delays.
 At least one eastbound and one westbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lane will be closed from Kirby 
Drive to Bellfort daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. through 
Monday, Nov. 22.
 At least one northbound and one southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lane will be closed from Vista to 
SH 225 daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and nightly 
from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Tuesday, Dec. 7. 
 The closures are associated with the ongoing 
project to widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes 
in each direction.

City gives 1,000th in-home vaccination
 The Houston Health Department recently vac-
cinated its 1,000th person against COVID-19 in 
the comfort of their own home.
  The in-home vaccination program, launched 
in March by the department’s Harris County 
Area Agency on Aging, brings vaccine and qual-
ifi ed medical professions directly to homebound 
people in Harris County. 
  The 1,000th client is Clifford Faggans, a 
70-year-old black male who has mobility issues 
that require the use of a wheelchair. He, like oth-
er people served by the program, are homebound 
and unable to make it to a vaccination site.
 Faggans received his fi rst dose of the Moderna 

vaccine and has an appointment for his second 
dose to be administered in his home.
 “I think the vaccine program is a very good 
thing and very helpful,” said Faggans. “I am an 
amputee, and when I need to get around to do 
anything, I need my scooter. So, when I was told 
that I could get my vaccine from this program 
in my home I thought it was great not having to 
travel and wait in the long lines.” 
 People ages 60 and older are at increased risk 
of serious illness and death from COVID-19. 
As of Oct. 22, 71 percent of COVID-19 deaths 
among Houstonians are people ages 60 and older.

Continued on Page 4

San Jacinto College nominated for prestigious Aspen Prize
 This week, the Aspen Institute named San Ja-
cinto College one of the 150 institutions eligible 
to compete for the $1 million Aspen Prize for 
Community College Excellence, the nation’s sig-
nature recognition of high achievement and per-
formance among America’s community colleges.
 The colleges selected for this honor stand out 

among more than 1,000 community colleges na-
tionwide as having high and improving levels of 
student success as well as equitable outcomes for 
black and Hispanic students and those from low-
er-income backgrounds.
 The 150 eligible colleges have been invited to 
submit data and narratives as the next steps in an 

intensive data and practice review process, cul-
minating in the announcement of the prize win-
ner in spring 2023.
 “It is an honor to be recognized by the As-
pen Institute for the work that we do here at 
San Jacinto College supporting our students as 
they complete their workforce credential, certif-
icate or associate degree,” said San Jacinto Col-
lege Chancellor Dr. Brenda Hellyer. “We know 
that what we do in our community to help fi ll 
workforce gaps and to get students on a path to 
completing their degree is making a difference 
for our students and their families, as well as for 

our region’s economy. On behalf of our board 
of trustees, and our students, faculty and staff, I 
thank the Aspen Institute for considering San Ja-
cinto College for this prestigious award.”
 San Jacinto College is one of eight Texas com-
munity colleges to be among the 2023 Top 150 
fi nalists.
 The Aspen Prize spotlights exemplary com-
munity colleges in order to elevate the sector, 
drive attention to colleges doing the best work, 
and discover and share highly effective student 
success and equity strategies. Since 2010, Aspen

Continued on Page 4

Police search for teen shooting suspects
 Houston police are searching for three teens 
after a nonfatal shooting during a robbery early 
Wednesday, Nov. 3, in the 9900 block of Alme-
da-Genoa Road near Windmill Lakes Boulevard.
 According to police, the incident began 
around midnight at a laundromat at the above ad-
dress when the 19-year-old victim and his girl-
friend were loading clothes into their vehicle and 
they were approached by a group of male juve-

nile teens. 
 Police said the teens demanded the man hand 
over his cellphone, and when he refused, they 
stole it from him. They then walked off.
 According to investigators, the victim then got 
in his vehicle and started following the suspects. 
One of the suspects then allegedly fi red at the 
victim, striking him in the lower body.

Continued on Page 3

New
Thompson

work
begins

Pasadena ISD offi cials broke 
ground on the future Thomp-
son Intermediate campus 
Thursday, Oct. 28. The $39.5 
million campus project is 
part of a voter-approved 2017 
school bond issue. Located 
in the 8700 block of Hughes 
Road near Melillo Middle 
School, the 178,000-square-
foot replacement school will 
be able to accommodate 
1,200 students, roughly 200 
more than Thompson’s cur-
rent enrollment. The school’s 
existing campus suffered ex-
tensive fl ood damage during 
Hurricane Harvey in 2017. 
The new campus is expect-
ed to open in August 2023. 
Shown to the left at the cer-
emony are Thompson prin-
cipal Tanis Griffi n (left) and 
Pasadena ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. DeeAnn Powell.

45 years of covering South Belt
Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

A special thanks to all our Veterans!
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In My Opinion

Help vote “Best of” 
for senior facilities
 From Best Senior Living to Best Re-
spite Care, Senior Resource Guide’s 
annual Readers’ Choice Awards recog-
nizes exceptional businesses and peo-
ple in the senior care industry.
 Voting for 2021 offi cially opens on 
Monday, October 18 and closes on Fri-
day, December 10. With 40 different 
categories, the coveted “Best of” title 
will be awarded to the organizations 
that have made an impact and are do-
ing great things for seniors, caregivers 
and their families.
 The Park at Bay Area provides ex-
cellent care for our surrounding Seniors 
in offering top level Senior Care exper-
tise.

 Being recognized for “Best of Assist-
ed Senior Living” of 2021 would mean 
the world to our facility as we continue 
to improve our services to our Seniors.
 Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation & 
Healthcare needs your support to claim 
the “Best of Skilled Senior Living” title!
 Baywood Crossing strives into lead-
ing the industry in providing the best 
quality nursing care & rehabilitation ser-
vices for our surrounding community.
 Being voted “Best of Skilled Senior 
Living” would be an honor and privilege 
for being able to “SERVE” those who 
need us.
 Help us earn this coveted distinction 
by voting for us daily Oct. 18 through 
Dec. 10: https://srgserv.com/bestof
houston.

Darcy Whatley

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is now open and located at 9002 Kingspoint. For library information, visit 
https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learn
ing-7556 or call 832-393-2580.  Hours are: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 
6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Closed Sundays. Visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events for more 
library events.
 Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11 a.m. Outdoors storytime for all ages. Plan to enjoy a good story 
at Bracewell in the fresh outdoors, weather permitting.

Parker Williams Library
 Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. 
 Visit the website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or 
call 832-927-7870.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are found at Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLi
brary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Closed Sundays. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library 
for details.
 Thursday, Nov. 11, 10:30 a.m. Virtual Toddler Time. Take a moment to have some fun 
and interaction with the little one or little ones. Join John Harbaugh and Jason Cruz for 
a virtual Toddler Time through Microsoft Teams. Parents are encouraged to participate 
to facilitate interaction. While this program is designed for 18 months to 4-year-olds, 
all children and families are welcome to join virtually. Sign up once with a valid email 
address online at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library to get a 
weekly invitation.
 Tuesday, Nov. 16, 10:30 a.m. Virtual Story Time. Join John Harbaugh for a program on 
Facebook Live at Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 Tuesday Nov. 16, noon. Drawing with Ariel Perez for virtual fun and easy cartoon 
drawings featuring various doodles, numbers and letters. This video will be featured on 
Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 Tuesday, Nov. 16, 3 p.m. Thanksgiving Craft-to-Go. Pick up a Thanksgiving craft from 
the library in preparation to make a Paper Turkey Centerpiece. This project is fun for fam-
ilies and children to create a centerpiece for the holiday season. (This is not an in-person 
program.)
 Wednesday, Nov. 17, 11 a.m. Bilingual Vietnamese Storytime with Kathy Pham. Visit 
Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary for singing and fun in English and Vietnamese.
 Wednesday Nov. 17, noon. A Day at the Pow Wow! Celebrate Native American Heritage 
Month by learning about the culture. Join Ariel Perez for a day at the Pow Wow, seeing deli-
cious food, watching the traditional dancers in all their regalia and browsing the stands. This 
video will be featured on Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/Parker
WilliamsLibrary.
 Wednesday Nov. 17, 3:30 p.m., ages 16 and older. Dungeons & Dragons Online. Join 
Tanner Adams online. No prior experience is required. Contact tanner.adams@hcpl.net 
for details.
 Wednesday, Nov. 17, 5 p.m. Virtual Teen Advisory Board. Looking for a way to volun-
teer? Need to get some hours in for National Honor Society? For an invitation to the Mi-
crosoft Teams meeting or for more information, email John Harbaugh at john.harbaugh@
hcpl.net.
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
(Modified during COVID-19)

Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*

*Also Available on Facebook Live 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Deaths

 Alvin “Al” John Birsinger, 
82, passed away peacefully 
surrounded by family mem-
bers Nov. 4, 2021. He was 
born Feb. 20, 1939, in St. 
Louis, Mo., to Alphons and 
Agnes Sedlmayr Birsinger. 
He graduated from Bishop 
DuBourg High School in 
1957 and received a bach-
elor’s degree in electrical 
engineering from St. Louis 
University in 1961. 
 After college, Al worked 
for the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration for two years 
then took a job with McDon-
nell Douglas (Boeing). He 
contributed to several space 
exploration projects includ-
ing Mercury, Gemini, Skylab, 
Space Shuttle and the Space 
Station during his 50-plus-
year career in the aerospace 
industry. He also found time 
to earn a master’s degree in 
behavioral sciences from the 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake.
 Al met Marcia Suzanne 
Heinz in 1963 through a mu-
tual friend. Their love of jit-
terbug dancing sparked a rela-
tionship that grew in strength 
through their common Catho-
lic backgrounds. His practical 
nature complemented her en-
ergetic spirit and they married 
in 1964, a union that would 
last 55 years. They settled in 
St. Louis, then transferred to 
Houston in 1974 due to NA-
SA’s growing space industry.
 Al and Marcia were found-
ing members of the Catholic 
Community of St. Luke the 
Evangelist. They served on 
the parish council, led Bible 
studies, and started a weekly 
prayer meeting. In 1998, Al 
earned a Bachelor of Pastoral 
Theology from the University 
of St. Thomas and in 1999, 

Alvin “Al”
John Birsinger

 Shirley Margaret New-
hard, 97, mother of longtime 
Southbelt resident Pat Kolar, 
passed away peacefully Nov. 
3, 2021. A native Houston- 
ian, she was born March 
13, 1924, at home on Har-
risburg Boulevard to Estella 
and Albert McNichols. She 
graduated from Austin High 
School in 1941 and married 
U.S. Army Capt. Charles Ne-
whard in 1942. They had one 
daughter, Patricia, who was 
the light of their lives. Shirley 
was a parishioner of Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church and 
worked at Suniland Furniture 
until she retired at the age of 
65. The rest of her years were 
devoted to taking care of her 
family. She was often seen at 
the baseball fi elds or at Dobie 
events for her grandchildren. 
 Shirley is remembered 
by all as a truly loving and 
giving woman. “Granny” 
will be missed dearly by 
her daughter Pat Kolar and 
her granddaughters Shirley 
(Wayne) Hoyer, Julie (Miles) 
Voss, and Kimberly Kolar; 
great-grandchildren David, 
Stephanie and Lindsey Hoy-
er, Katherine, Elizabeth, 
and Megan Kolar, and Evan, 
Alexis and Margaret Voss. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband; her son-in-law 
Joseph Kolar; and her grand-
son Stephen Kolar.
 A rosary will be recited at 
St. Luke the Evangelist Cath-
olic Church at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 13, with a funeral 
Mass following at 2 p.m. 
 Graveside services will 
take place at Forest Park 
Lawndale. In lieu of fl owers, 
donations may be made to 
CatholicCharities.org.

Let Us Sell Your Home! 
Call For Your Free Market Analysis

Knights schedule blood drive 

 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 has scheduled a blood drive Sunday, Nov. 21, at St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church, 11011 Hall, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. To schedule an 
appointment, visit www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/324002. For help 
or more information, contact Stefanie Villafana at svillafana@giveblood.org.

Dobie holds FAFSA drive 

 Dobie High School will hold a FAFSA application drive  Saturday, Nov. 20, from 8 to 11 a.m. 
in Portable 16. This drive is for any senior student and parent/guardian to complete their needed 
federal fi nancial aid application, a current graduation requirement for the class of 2022 and be-
yond. Students should bring their 2020 tax documents. For more information, email alozano2@
pasadenaisd.org.

Kirkwood Civic Club meeting rescheduled 

 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meeting, usually scheduled for the last Thursday of 
the month, has been canceled this month due to the Thanksgiving holidays. 
 The function has been rescheduled for the first Thursday of December, Dec. 2. The meet-
ing will take place at the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 Hughes, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
For additional information, call Ericka McCrutcheon, Kirkwood Civic Club president, at 281-
989-9990.

Gulf Freeway closures scheduled 

 Two alternate northbound and southbound main lanes and frontage road lanes on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to SH 96 daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and nightly from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Friday, Dec. 31. 
 The northbound exit ramp from the Gulf Freeway to NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 will be 
completely closed through Friday, Dec. 31. 
  Motorists wishing to access these intersections may exit using the exit to FM 518 and pro-
ceed on the northbound frontage road to the intersections or exit using the Bay Area Boulevard 
ramp, then make a U-turn and travel south to the NASA Bypass or FM 528.
 At least one northbound main lane and one southbound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will 
be closed from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Thursday, March 31, 2022.
 At least one northbound lane and one southbound lane on the Gulf Freeway frontage road 
will be closed from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Thursday, March 31, 2022.
 The closures are associated with an ongoing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and the frontage roads from two to three lanes in each 
direction.

Shirley 
Margaret
Newhard
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By Natalie Abarca
 A member of the Neigh-
bors app posted that if any-
one has information or saw 
an accident that happened 
at the intersection of Dix-
ie Farm Road and McGin-
nis Road Sunday, Nov. 7, at 
8:30 a.m. The member stated 
that they were hit by a guy 
driving a light silver Toyota 
truck. The guy then took off 
on Dixie Farm toward Inter-
state 45. The member fi led 
a report but was not able 
to provide the license plate 
number.
 Another member on the 
same app posted that two 
gallons of water were sto-
len from the fi ve gallons that 
were delivered to her front 
door. The incident took place 
Saturday, Nov. 6 in Sagemont 
Park subdivision.
 A member of People of 
Sagemont 2 Facebook page 
posted that her son was hit by 
a car the morning of Thurs-
day, Nov. 4, on his way to 
school. The member states 
that her son was crossing 
Sageglen Drive at Olivewood 
Drive. The member is seek-
ing help locating the driver 
of the vehicle and if anyone 
has information to notify the 
member through Facebook.
 The member later updated 
the status that her son is OK 
and that he will have a nasty 
bruise from the way he fell 
and landed on the bike and 
that she will be calling the 
constable’s offi ce to make a 
report. The member also stat-
ed that she did go to the in-
tersection where the accident 
happened and did not see any 
cameras on the houses.

completed the Diocese of 
Galveston-Houston Diacon-
ate program. He cherished 
his duties as a deacon and had 
an unwavering faith in God. 
Al had a passion for family 
ministry, prison ministry and 
ACTS retreats. He connected 
with parishioners through his 
gentle and kind demeanor, 
witnessing, and leading by 
example.
 Al was actively involved 
in the lives of his children and 
their interests. He coached 
baseball at Sagemont-Bev-
erly Hills Little League. He 
helped create the Sagemont 
Soccer Club and was a ded-
icated soccer coach for sev-
eral years. Al could be found 
attending his children and 
grandchildren’s many sport-
ing events, concerts, recitals, 
plays, musicals and award 
ceremonies.
 Al is survived by sons, 
Alan (Christine) Birsinger 
of Houston, Gary (Michele) 
Birsinger of Friendswood, 
Ryan (Amy) Birsinger of Ful-
shear; daughters, Gina (Will) 
Kehres of Friendswood, 
Joy (Jeff) Marino of Friend-
swood, Julie Birsinger of Gal-
veston and Linda (Joel) Arens 
of Friendswood. He is also 
survived by grandchildren 
Grace and Jacob Birsinger, 
Lindsay McDaniel, Hannah, 
Gabrielle and Evan Birsing-
er, Isabella, Athanasius, Ian, 
and Elliot Birsinger, Liam, 
Jude, Greta, and Gisele Keh-
res, McEwan and Cora Mari-
no, and Jonas, Alec, Canaan, 
Kingston and Aurelia Arens; 
great-grandchildren Haydon, 
Braylon and Aubrielle Wells; 
a host of nieces and nephews; 
and other beloved friends and 
relatives. Al was preceded in 
death by his wife; his parents; 
and siblings Ronald Birsinger 
and Marlene Birsinger Fey.
 Visitation is scheduled at 
Peevey Funeral Home, 12440 
Beamer Road, in Houston on 
Thursday, Nov. 11, from 5 to 
8 p.m. with the recitation of 
the rosary starting at 6 p.m. A 
funeral Mass will be celebrat-
ed at St. Luke the Evangelist 
Catholic Church, 11011 Hall 
Road, on Friday, Nov. 12, be-
ginning at 11 a.m.  
 In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily requests contributions to 
Project Joy and Hope, 3207 
Tulip Street, Pasadena, TX 
77504 or visit www.joyand
hope.org.

Pasadena Memorial High School culinary students were congratulated for winning 
Best in America Cuisine at Pasadena’s Taste of the Town event that took place Nov. 
4. The students prepped and plated 1,200 spicy chicken salad crostini with tomato 
jam and chives and were up against local restaurants. In addition, they collaborated 
with the Sam Rayburn High School culinary students and created delicious desserts 
that won the People’s Choice Award. It was a great night for the Pasadena ISD Ca-
reer and Technical Education Culinary. Shown above, left to right, are (front row) 
Adrianna Zuniga, Natalie Cantu, Christian Ibarra, Elias Banda, Jackie Mendoza, 
(back row) Nicole Rodriguez, Jakob Morris-Diaz, Cesar Cano and Trinity Medina.

PMHS culinary students win

The South Belt community was well represented at the Pasadena Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual Taste of the Town event – held Thursday, Nov. 4, at the Pasadena Con-
vention Center – with both Harris County Precinct 8 Constable Phil Sandlin (left) 
and state District 11 Sen. Larry Taylor (right) attending the function. Shown above 
with the pair is Harris County Precinct 8, Place 1 Justice of the Peace Holly Wil-
liamson, who is dressed as Wonder Woman as part of the event’s superhero theme. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Sandlin, Taylor attend event
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 Citing improved COVID 
active case trends within 
the district and surrounding 
communities, Clear Creek 
ISD announced it will move 
from Stage 3 Mitigation 
to Stage 4 Monitoring on 
Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021. 
 In Stage 4 Monitoring, 
face coverings are recom-
mended indoors for those 
unvaccinated as previously 
advised by the CDC, clean-
ing protocols are main-
tained, and there are no 
restrictions for school ac-
tivities with one temporary 
restriction.
 The temporary restric-
tion applies to visitors for 
breakfast and lunch until 
Jan. 4, 2022. 
 The school district will 
continue to social distance 
in all elementary cafeterias 
until Jan. 4, 2022, and then 
designate certain areas for 
social distancing. 

 This temporary restric-
tion will allow families who 
choose to have their chil-
dren vaccinated to complete 
the fi ve-week process.  
 “When school resumes 
following the winter break 
and if COVID-19 condi-
tions continue to keep us in 
Stage 4, parents will be per-
mitted to join their children 
for breakfast or lunch,” said 
Dr. Eric Williams, superin-
tendent of schools.
 “We know this is a trea-
sured tradition in our school 
district and we look forward 
to resuming this practice. I 
appreciate the patience and 
support from our families 
during this time.”
 In these situations, as in 
the past, students will be 
seated with their parents in 
a designated area and not 
among the general student 
population.
 Additionally, the school 

district revised its Health 
Mitigation Protocol to be 
explicit regarding when 
conditions warrant moving 
up or down a stage. “The 
basic philosophy underly-
ing the protocol remains 
unchanged in that we will 
adjust mitigation measures 
based on conditions in our 
district and community,” 
said Williams. 
 The revised Health Miti-
gation Protocol has received 
the support of the CCISD 
School Opening Commit-
tee, the CCISD board of 
trustees, and the Galveston 
County Health Authority.”
 Clear Creek ISD will be 
hosting a livestream to dis-
cuss these changes as well 
as other COVID-19 related 
topics on Tuesday, Nov. 16, 
at 1 p.m. 
 The livestream and play-
back recording will be 
available at www.ccisd.net. 

CCISD decreases COVID rank
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South Belt celebrates 
Red Ribbon Week 

South Belt celebrat-
ed Good Choices Week, 
in lieu of Red Ribbon 
Week, with various activ-
ities that promote making 
good choices. Activities 
include Book Charac-
ter Day – “exercising my 
mind with reading,” Team 
Spirit Day – “choosing to 
exercise my body” and 
Superhero Day – “eating 
like a superhero.”

Shown left are siblings Av-
ery Thomas, second-grad-
er (left), and John Thom-
as, kindergartener.

Shown above, left to right, are teachers Kassandra Luna, Christina Herrera, Kayla 
Elmore, Courtney Moran, Lesley Cooper, Kellie Hodge and Margo Bravo.

Shown above, left to right, are third-graders Breneisha Leonard, Aubrey Barajas, 
Makenzy Rodriguez, Angel Gil, Daniel Serrano and Jacob Gonzales.

Shown above, left to right, are fi rst-graders (front row) Charlotte Riley, Miabella 
Ledesma, Kinsley Cantrell, Micah Davis, Mason Linder, Ethan Martinez, Royanne 
Montoya, Nina Martinez, Mia DeLeon, (back row) Kenneth Hernandez, Mason 
Campos, Connor Linder, River Hensley, Kaptain Scott, Arian Reyes, Miguel Bedol-
la and Zendaya Holiday.

 The Alfred R. Neumann 
Library at University of 
Houston-Clear Lake is near 
completion of a renovation 
project fi lled with innova-
tions in technology, collab-

oration, instruction and re-
search.
 “We had begun planning 
the renovation before the 
pandemic started,” said Vivi-
enne McClendon Neuman, li-

brary executive director. “We 
had additional funds, so we 
are renovating and refurnish-
ing the entire main fl oor of 
the library.”
 She said their overarching 

plan was to make the library 
more accessible, and above 
all, to give students more 
agency about how and where 
they wanted to study and 
learn.

 The library is also adding 
a new presentation space, an 
active learning classroom, 
and an XR lab, all intended 
to be accessible and fl exible. 
The open presentation space 
in particular lends itself to 
“serendipitous learning.”
 “This means a student 
can serendipitously encoun-
ter something going on, like 
a presentation or a speaker, 
in this open area,” she said. 
“Because there are no barri-
ers or doors, students don’t 
have to feel intimidated about 
just pulling up a chair and lis-
tening. Speakers can be via 
Zoom or in person, and we’ll 
have huge open monitors on 
the wall. We’ll be able to con-
nect seamlessly to other loca-
tions.”
 The Active Learning 
Classroom is unlike “tradi-
tional” classrooms in that the 
instruction librarian is not 
anchored to a podium at the 
front of the room.
 “The instructor can work 
from a mobile device and can 
control everything from any-
where in the room,” she said. 
“We’ll have monitors along 
the wall and the desks won’t 
be connected to the walls, 
so everything is fully con-
fi gurable. From a capability 
standpoint, this is much more 
than a lecture room.”
 Adjacent to the Active 
Learning classroom will be 
the new XR Lab, where fac-
ulty who use augmented or 
virtual reality headsets in 
class can take instruction a 
step further in collaboration 
with library staff.
 “This is a place where 
students can come in and do 
their work using a headset,” 
she said. “VR and AR are a 
continuum. Students can ex-
perience it, but it also creates 
the opportunity to create and 
design. There’s a huge mar-
ket for VR designers – it’s the 
‘next thing’ in technology. 
There are no limits here. The 
laws of physics just don’t ap-
ply.”
 In the study areas of the li-
brary’s second fl oor, the addi-
tion of under carpet power to 
the entire space frees students 
to sit and work anywhere they 
choose, instead of having to 
sit near an outlet along the 
wall. Wheeled, confi gurable 
furniture also allows students 
to easily transition between 
solo and group work.
 “We think our students 

UHCL library renovations will boost students’ productivity
enjoy the ‘coffee shop’ feel, 
to be alone but near others, 
where they can choose to be 
collaborative or study inde-
pendently,” she said.
 The new furnishings were 
selected to encompass the 
needs of all students — in-
cluding students on the au-
tism spectrum. “We’ve got 
nooks that are enclosed, but 
not actual rooms,” she said. 
“We hope these nooks will 
appeal to everyone. They 
have a ‘pressure’ about them, 
a sense of coziness. They 
block out external stimulus, 
and they’re on wheels so 
they’re fully confi gurable.”
 The study rooms will also 
be technology-enhanced. Ex-
tra-large glass boards will re-
place blackboards, and walls 
will feature touchscreens.
 “Many study rooms will 
have monitors, so that stu-
dents can connect their laptop 
to the monitor and work col-
laboratively on presentations 
and other work. The whole 
second fl oor, students should 
be able to connect wireless-
ly. This is a major plus for 
students; it’s no longer nec-
essary to remember connec-
tors. Anyone can come in and 
discuss PowerPoints or group 
projects,” said Neuman.
 With innovative furniture 
and lighting selections, Mc-
Clendon said she hoped stu-
dents would quickly sense 
the library’s new vibe.
 Other amenities and ser-
vices include a new Star-
buck’s coffee machine with a 
huge TV streaming news re-
ports, and a new service desk 
for research assistance.
 “We have added more 
ADA-compliant space for 
each desk to enhance acces-
sibility, and the research as-
sistants will be in a glassed-
in area so everyone can see 
that we have librarian experts 
available to help students 
with their research,” she said.
 McClendon said she 
hoped the library renovation 
would be complete sometime 
during the early part of the 
spring 2022 semester. New 
furnishings are regularly be-
ing delivered, unpacked and 
assembled, and new high-
lights such as the research 
desk, circulation desk, and 
much more are on the way. 
To stay connected to the li-
brary’s renovation process, 
visit https://uhcl.libguides.
com/renovation/renovation.

LMA hosts trunk or treat

Legacy Martial Arts hosted a trunk or treat for kids in the South Belt area on Sat-
urday, Oct. 30. Many martial arts members’ parents participated by decorating 
the trunks of their cars and giving candy to the kids. All the kids were dressed up 
in their favorite Halloween costumes as they received candy. Shown above, left to 
right, are (front row) Bonnie Cubos, (back row) Master Walker (martial arts in-
structor) and Hailey Cubos.

Moore Elementary third-graders performed a “Salute 
to America” program Tuesday, Oct. 19, for students 
and families. Armed services members from the past 
and present were honored during the program. Shown 
above, left to right, are (fi rst row) Simon Nguyen, Jam-
ilyn Pham, Layla Cisneros, Robert Reyna, (second 

row) Celena Hudspeth (teacher), Logan Fritsch, Ryan 
De La Garza, Zoey Trevino, Orion Chapa, (third row) 
Jude Gutierrez, Camila Sanchez, Ava Carter, Adrian 
Sanchez, Ezekial Pena, Sheryl Munn (music teacher), 
(fourth row) Chase Hicks, Ava Ahmad, Justin Nguyen, 
Aryana Cortez and Adrian Castaneda.

Open Garden Day scheduled Nov. 15
 Harris County Master Gardeners will host Open Garden Monday, Nov. 15, from 8:30 
to 11 a.m. at Genoa Friendship Gardens, 1210 Genoa Red Bluff Road. Tour a variety of 
planting exhibits and meet and talk with Harris County Master Gardeners. Plants may be 
purchased online at https://hcmga.tamu.edu/shop/.

NARFE set for Nov. 16
 The National Active and Retired Federal Employees 
Chapter 941 meets the third Tuesday of the month at El Franco 
Lee Park Community Center, 9500 Hall Road. Both active and 
retired employees as well as visitors are welcome. 
 The next meeting is set for Nov. 16 at 2 p.m. For more 
information, call Roy at 713-734-1461 or the  EFL Center at 
281-464-9708. 

PARSE meeting set Nov. 16
 Pasadena Area Retired School Employees will meet Nov. 16 
at 9:30 a.m. at the East Harris County Activity Center located at 
7340 Spencer Highway in Pasadena.
 PARSE veterans will be recognized as well as deceased 
PARSE members. Updates on ongoing community projects 
will be given. For more information, email parse.trta@gmail.
com.

Continued from Page 1
 – Age 18+ who have 
underlying medical condi-
tions.
 – Age 18+ who work or 
live in high-risk settings.
 Note: The Moderna 
COVID-19 booster dose is 
half of the dose that is ad-
ministered for the primary 
series dose.
 For individuals who re-
ceived the Johnson & John-

son COVID-19 vaccine, 
booster shots are also rec-
ommended for those who 
are 18 and older and who 
were vaccinated two or 
more months ago. 

Additional doses
 The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention rec-
ommend that people who 
are moderately to severe-
ly immunocompromised 
should receive an additional 

dose of Pfi zer or Moderna 
vaccine at least 28 days af-
ter the initial two doses.
 This includes recipi-
ents of organ or stem cell 
transplants, people with 
advanced or untreated HIV 
infection, active recipients 
of treatment for cancer, 
people taking medications 
that weaken the immune 
system, and others. A full 
list of conditions can be 

found on the CDC’s web-
site at www.cdc.gov/corona
virus/2019-ncov/vaccines/
recommendations/immuno.
html.
 Fully vaccinated peo-
ple with weakened immune 
systems do not get as much 
protection as people with 
healthy immune systems.
 The additional dose 
helps boost their immunity 
to the level of fully vacci-

nated people who are not 
immunocompromised. Res-
idents should contact their 
health care provider to fi nd 
out if an additional dose or 
booster is recommended for 
them.
 Additional doses and 
vaccine boosters are free 
at HCPH designated sites 
and vaccine appointments 
are not required, although 
they are recommended. Go 

to vacstrac.hctx.net or call 
832-927-8787.
 To fi nd a nearby location, 
visit https://publichealth.
h a r r i s c o u n t y t x . g o v / R e
sources/2019-Novel-Coro
n a v i r u s / R e g i s t e r - f o r -
COVID-19-Vaccine#covid-
vaccine-map-dashboard. 
Remember to bring one’s 
COVID-19 vaccination 
card with them to receive a 
booster shot.

County now offers all vaccine boosters available

Continued from Page 1
 The victim thus crashed 
into a curb and went up on 
the median. The suspects  
went up to his vehicle and 
fi red multiple shots into the 
car, but the bullets missed 
both people inside. The sus-

pects fl ed on foot.
 Police said the victim is 
suspected to survive. His girl-
friend was not injured.
 Anyone with information 
on this case is urged to call 
Crimes Stoppers of Houston 
at 713-222-TIPS (8477).

Police seek three teen 
shooting suspects

Continued from Page 1
candidates running for judi-
cial offi ce by accepting com-
plaints or reports, conducting 
investigations and reprimand-
ing them. The commission 
already has oversight over 
current judicial offi ceholders.
 The proposition was ap-
proved by 59 percent, with 
852,336 people voting for it, 
and 586,686 people voting 
against it.

Proposition 6
 This amendment allows 
residents of nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities 
to designate one essential 
caregiver who cannot be 
denied in-person visitation 
rights.
 The proposition was ap-
proved by 88 percent, with 
1,293,922 people voting for 
it, and 178,665 people voting 
against it.

Proposition 7
 This amendment limits 
school district property tax-
es incurred by the surviving 
spouse of a person with dis-
abilities who is older than 65 
and has died. The surviving 
spouse must be at least 55 
years old at the partner’s time 
of death and still live in the 
home.
 The proposition was ap-
proved by 87 percent, with 
1,285,384 people voting for 
it, and 190,109 people voting 
against it.

Proposition 8
 This amendment expands 
eligibility for residential 
homestead property tax ex-
emptions to include spouses 
of military members killed or 
fatally injured in the line of 
duty.
 Currently, the exemption 
is extended to spouses of 

military members killed in 
action.
 The proposition was ap-
proved by 88 percent, with 
1,291,920 people voting for 
it, and 180,179 people voting 
against it.

State, MUD election results tallied
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Remember When
45 years ago (  1976)

 Billy Burge of Ayrshire 
Corporation announced that 
company’s plans for a joint 
venture with Farm and Home 
Savings. The project was the 
development of a subdivision 
located near the intersection 
of Beamer and Choate Road 
consisting of approximately 
500 acres. The subdivision 
would become Sagebend.
 Beverly Hills Intermediate 
Punt, Pass and Kick winners 
Ryan Cooner and Stephen 
Ben were to represent the 
school at Memorial Stadium 
in the Pasadena Independent 
School district competition. 
Wesley Shere, Joe Slack and 
Robert Arrizola represented 
Frazier Elementary.
 The Southeast Volunteer 
Fire Department made 16 re-
sponses to calls in the unin-
corporated areas of the coun-
ty during October 1976.

40 years ago ( 1981)
 The Dobie High School 
band was selected as one of 
the top two 5A bands in the 
region at University Inter-
scholastic League competi-
tion. This won the band a trip 
to participate in the state high 
school band competition in 
Austin.
 The South Belt area be-
came part of the newly cre-
ated Precinct 1, which was 
composed of 64 percent 
minorities. The redistricting 
plan to create the fi rst minori-
ty precinct in Harris County 
history was expected to be 
challenged in court.

35 years ago ( 1986)
 Nicole Ard was named 
Dobie’s homecoming queen 
during the Dobie and North 
Shore football game.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District released 
the results of teacher apprais-
als. Of 109 teachers evalu-
ated, 48 received a “clearly 
outstanding” rating.

30 years ago (1991)
 Clear Creek Independent 
School District offi cials were 
searching for legal assistance 
to recover the fi nancial loss-
es they expected when they 
closed Weber Elementary 
due to the Brio Toxic waste 
site.
 A clerk at the Stop-N-
Go located on Hall Road at 
Beamer was shot in the leg 
during a robbery.

January 2007, approximately 
51 days.
 A Clear Brook City MUD 
election to authorize $42.4 
million in bonds passed by 
more than a 4-to-1 margin.
 Work began on a 
$21,298,652.42 contract to 
widen Dixie Farm Road to 
four lanes. A later contract 
was to follow to widen the 
roadway from FM 518 to SH 
35.
 An incident which began 
as a criminal mischief com-
plaint resulted in a chase 
through Harris County and a 
local deputy constable being 
accidentally tased by a dep-
uty sheriff during a scuffl e 
with the suspect.
 Leigh Ledford, former 
Beverly Hills Intermediate 
orchestra director died Nov. 
7 of ovarian cancer in Boi-
se, Idaho. Ledford’s lifelong 
dream was to take her stu-
dents to the Midwest Con-
ference, an annual showcase 
of talent and lead them in a 
performance. The students 
achieved her dream by per-
forming in Chicago. The per-
formance, dedicated in her 
honor, received a standing 
ovation lasting more than fi ve 
minutes.
 J. Frank Dobie agriculture 

science students won more 
than 20 auction spots at the 
Pasadena Livestock Show 
and Rodeo and earned more 
than $80,000 combined.
 The J. Frank Dobie Choral 
Department presented its an-
nual fall show and fundraiser, 
“Cabaret.”
 Dobie seniors Jour-
dan Simmons and Victoria 
Chavez were crowned Dobie 
High School’s homecom-
ing king and queen during a 
game against South Houston.

10 years ago (2011)
   The Nov. 8 elections were 
held, with the Pasadena In-
dependent School District 
bond easily passing and most 
City of Houston incumbents, 
including local councilmem-
bers Mike Sullivan and Wan-
da Adams, maintaining their 
positions. The $270.1 million 
bond would provide funding 
for several projects, including 
a new career and technical 
high school, three new mid-
dle schools and fi ve replace-
ment campuses for existing 
schools.
 Former South Belt resi-
dent Jeff Larson, 43, plead-
ed guilty to misdemeanor 
charges involving misappro-
priation of funds from the 
Houston Police Offi cers’ 

25 years ago (1996)
 Donald Scheiderman, 40, 
was arrested at his home an 
hour after a robbery of the 
Bank of America in Almeda 
Square. He was also a sus-
pect in the recent Texas Com-
merce Bank-Almeda Genoa 
robbery.
 Nearly a dozen South 
Belters went to Houston’s 
City Council meeting to pro-
test two proposed sexually 
oriented businesses slated for 
the area.

20 years ago (2001)
 County Commissioner El 
Franco Lee was honored at 
a reception at the Golfcrest 
Country Club.
 Dobie senior Brian Mc- 
Kinstry won a gold medal 
at the 5A state cross country 
meet.
 Cokesbury United Meth-
odist Church celebrated its 
40th anniversary.

15 years ago (2006)
 Important seats were fi lled 
in the Nov. 7 general election 
with Democrat Nick Lamp-
son winning Congressional 
District 22 and three local 
incumbents returning to of-
fi ce. Shelley Sekula-Gibbs 
won the special election and 
would serve in Congress until 
the new session convened in 

Union and was placed on 
deferred adjudication for 18 
months and fi ned $500. Lar-
son, a 1986 Dobie graduate, 
and his former father-in-law, 
Ronald Martin, 51, were ac-
cused of bilking more than 
$100,000 from the union, 
where they previously served 
on the board as treasurer and 
secretary, respectively.

5 years ago (2016)
 Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable Chris Diaz easily 
defeated Republican chal-
lenger Daniel Vela Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, taking home 65 per-
cent of the vote. This marked 
the second time Diaz defeat-
ed Vela for the position.
 A suspect was arrested af-
ter allegedly groping multiple 
women at area stores. Chris-
topher Mathews, 32, was 
charged with attempted sex-
ual assault and possession of 
a controlled substance, as he 
also had Kush on him at the 
time of his arrest. Mathews 
was also accused of incidents 
that took place at Sam’s Club 
on El Dorado, Exxon on El 
Dorado and Target on Bay 
Area Boulevard, as well as 
incidents in Kemah, Texas 
City and Harris County Pre-
cinct 8.

1 year ago (2020)

 The Clear Creek ISD 
board of trustees unanimous-
ly named Dr. Eric Williams 
as the sole fi nalist for the 
CCISD superintendent posi-
tion. The live announcement 
made Nov. 9, capped a na-
tionwide search for a leader 
who embodies the charac-
teristics that the board of 
trustees identifi ed as critical, 
with the help of a process of 
community and stakeholder 
input. Williams previously 
served as the superintendent 
of Loudoun County Public 
Schools, a high performing 
school district of approx-
imately 82,000 students, 
13,000 employees and a 
$1.3 billion budget in Lees-
burg,Va. Williams has more 
than 28 years in education, 
spanning from a social stud-
ies teacher in Virginia and an 
English teacher in Brazil to a 
high school principal in Flor-
ida and superintendent in Vir-
ginia. Williams’ educational 
background includes a bach-
elor’s degree in education 
from the College of William 
and Mary, a master’s degree 
in public policy from Harvard 
University and a doctoral de-
gree in educational leader-
ship from Boston University. 
He is married with two grown 

children. In compliance with 
Texas law, the Clear Creek 
ISD board of trustees had to 
wait a minimum of 21 days 
from making the sole fi nalist 
announcement to making the 
appointment offi cial.
 The results from the Nov. 
3 Clear Creek Independent 
School District board elec-
tion with tabulated, with one 
incumbent maintaining their 
position and another being 
defeated. In the race for the 
position of District 2 trustee, 
incumbent Win Weber was 
handily defeated by challeng-
er Michelle M. Davis. Davis 
received 53.93 percent of the 
vote, while Weber received 
31.25 percent. 
 Another challenger Will 
Stromeyer received 14.82 
percent of the vote.
 In the contest for the Dis-
trict 3 trustee position, in-
cumbent Arturo Sanchez 
received 60.84 percent of the 
vote, while challenger Jason 
Clark received 39.16 percent.
 A man was fatally shot 
Monday, Nov. 9, in the 10100 
block of Kirkwren Drive. 
Deputies with the Harris 
County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble’s offi ce responded to the 
incident to fi nd the resident, 
Roman Harris, had been shot 
by an unknown suspect(s). 
His girlfriend told deputies 
they had just returned home 
from the store and were about 
to enter the house when the 
shooting occurred. Harris, 
28, was transported by para-
medics to the hospital, where 
he died. No immediate arrests 
were made.
 A 27-year-old male was 
fatally shot Nov. 6, at a night-
club in the 12300 block of the 
Gulf Freeway near Fuqua. 
According to police, witness-
es stated the male was escort-
ed out of the Paradise City 
gentleman’s club at the above 
address after starting a fi ght. 
A short time later, he returned 
with a gun and pointed it at a 
security guard. A second se-
curity guard shot the male, 
striking him multiple times. 
Paramedics pronounced the 
male dead at the scene. The 
male’s friend, who was not 
involved in the altercation, 
was also struck by gunfi re 
and taken to a hospital in a 
private vehicle. No charges 
were immediately fi led.

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

DICK CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY!
 Special birthday wishes are in order 
for longtime South Belt resident and local 
business owner Dick Orth who celebrates 
a birthday Thursday, Nov. 11, from family, 
friends and staff of the South Belt Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff and personnel of the 
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays Nov. 11 through Nov. 17.

Atkinson Elementary
 Sing a chorus of a birthday song to Debra 
Lambert Nov. 11. Remember to wish Amber 
Newman a happy birthday Nov. 15.

Frazier Elementary
 Break out the birthday party favors and 
cake and ice cream for Gustavo Gomez on 
Nov. 17.

Genoa Elementary
Join in the birthday celebration Nov. 11 for 
Deborah Miller.

 FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Nov. 11: Dick Orth, Kristi 
Donaho, Oliver Meili and Rodney Gersteman; 
Friday, Nov. 12: Mark DeVries, Janie Clark 
and Robin Zacks Grosso; Saturday, Nov. 13: 
Jane Tillery, Vicki Brinkley, Chris Herpin 
and Edgar Whorton; Sunday, Nov. 14: Gene 
Sockwell, Justin Sims, Kat Kiel, Valarie 
McCoy and Tracey Harnamji; Monday, Nov. 
15: Larry Soto and Silvia Serna; Tuesday, Nov. 
16: Stephanie Hallmark and Bobby Taylor; 
and Wednesday, Nov. 17: Cynthia McGowen, 
Donna LaRoche, Blake Robinson and Joe 
Jasso.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements of anniversaries, 
vacations and graduations to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publi-
cation. For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends 
Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

Meador Elementary
 The day for a celebration for Ruth Osuna  
is Nov. 17.

Melillo Middle School
 Nov. 16 is the day to break out the bal-
loons and party favors for Cassie Padgett.

Roberts Middle School
 The day for a party for Laura Hill is Nov. 
12. 

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Sing a happy birthday song to Janet 
Hatch Nov. 11. Send a nice birthday greeting 
Nov. 16 to Danielle Pitre. Light the birthday 
candles Nov. 17 for Alma De Leon. 

Dobie High
 Miguel Serna marks a birthday Nov. 6. 
Break out the balloons and party favors Nov. 
7 for Monique Jackson, Michael Johnson, 
Jessica Morris and Tonie Noise. A dou-
ble-fun day is panned Nov. 8 for  Jasmine 
Hooker and Stephen Sutton. 

 On Saturday, Oct. 30, 
Pasadena ISD held its 11th 
annual Fall Chess Classic 
at Beverly Hills Interme-
diate. In total, 231 students 
participated from 49 cam-
puses, including 12 high 
schools, 14 intermediate 
schools, 12 middle schools 

Annual chess tournament winners named

Shown above, left to right, are elementary students 
(front row) Thong Nguyen, Genoa; Tyler Nguyen, Fra-
zier; Suri Nguyen, Frazier; (back row) Abner Morales, 

Genoa; Justin Jimenez, Genoa; Carlos Martinez, Ge-
noa; Aldo Melendez, Pomeroy; and Isabella Squier, 
South Belt.

Shown above, left to right, are middle schoolers (front 
row) Khai Nguyen, Morris; Daniel Alvarez, Morris; Ne-
veah Bumgarner, Melillo; Alayna Rodriguez, Melillo; 

Robert Pheister, Melillo; (back row) Damian Chavez, 
Morris; Martin Peng, Morris; and Justin Guerrero, 
Deer Park Jr. High.

and 11 elementary schools. 
Forty of the schools partici-
pating were from PISD, while 
9 were from other districts.
 The district’s thanks go 
out to all the campus chess 
coaches and other adult vol-
unteers who went and helped. 
 Gratitude is also due to 

the scorekeepers, hall mon-
itors and to the custodians. 
Likewise, to all the campus 
administrators and central 
offi ce personnel (including 
Dr. Karen Hickman, Lindsey 
Lesniewski and Dan Hoppie) 
who attended to support the 
students.

 In all divisions, each 
student played four games. 
Students received one 
point for each win and a 
half-point for each draw.
 The next tournament 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 
12, 2022, at BHI. See re-
lated photos on Page 8.

Congratulations to the Morris Middle School October fi fth-grade female Trailblazer 
of the Month, Melanie Guerrero (center). Guerrero has also been named her teach-
er’s student of the week. She is a model example in all classes and academics. She 
is always willing to help. One can trust that Guerrero will always make the right 
choice and other students notice and follow her actions. Her personality is kind and 
reserved but is always ready to work in groups and help her teachers. Guerrero is 
also a kind and sweet friend. She is a hardworking student who always gives her 
best. She is a great peer tutor to her table. Her teachers are extremely proud of her 
and the school is proud to call her a Morris Trailblazer. Shown with Guerrero, left to 
right, are Allison Lewallen, principal, and Alex Sanchez, assistant principal.

Guerrero honored at Morris

Congratulations to the Morris Middle School October fi fth-grade male Trailblazer 
of the Month, Marcus Jacques (center). Jacques is a compassionate, respectful and 
friendly student to his peers as well as to his teachers. He has a smile that is infec-
tious and can light up any room. He always strives to do his best and he never gives 
up. He listens when he needs to and respectfully understands the reasoning behind 
things. Any one of his peers would be lucky to have Jacques as a friend. The school is 
proud to call him a Morris Trailblazer. Shown with Jacques, left to right, are Allison 
Lewallen, principal, and Kim Edwards, counselor.

Jacques honored as Trailblazer

Continued from Page 1
has chosen to focus intensive-
ly on community colleges be-
cause they are – as First Lady 
Dr. Jill Biden stated at the 
2021 Aspen Prize ceremony 
– “a powerful engine of pros-
perity.”
 But student outcomes vary 
enormously among commu-

nity colleges, and improving 
those outcomes is essential 
to securing the nation’s eco-
nomic future, strengthening 
communities and ensuring 
that diverse populations ex-
perience economic mobility 
and prosperity.
 With these goals in mind, 
the Aspen Prize honors 

colleges with outstanding 
achievement in fi ve critical 
areas: teaching and learning, 
certifi cate and degree com-
pletion, transfer and bache-
lor’s attainment, workforce 
success and equity for stu-
dents of color and students 
from low-income back-
grounds.

 “In an era of persistent in-
equity and workforce talent 
gaps, our nation’s best com-
munity colleges are stepping 
up to deliver more degrees 
to increasingly diverse stu-
dents so they are prepared for 
the good jobs waiting to be 
fi lled,” said Josh Wyner, ex-
ecutive director of the Aspen 
Institute College Excellence 
Program. 
 “Leaders of exceptional 
community colleges under-
stand that achieving excel-
lence requires expanding 
college access and increas-
ing degree completion, but 
it doesn’t stop there. They 
are committed to ensuring 
that all students—including 
students of color and those 
from low-income back-
grounds—graduate with the 
skills needed to secure a job 
with family-sustaining wag-
es or successfully transfer to 
and graduate from a univer-
sity. That same commitment 
that stands at the center of 
the Aspen Prize: to advance 
the goals of social mobility 
and equitable talent develop-
ment,” said Wyner.
 The eligible colleges rep-
resent the diversity and depth 
of the community college 
sector. Located in urban, ru-
ral and suburban areas across 
34 states, these colleges serve 
as few as 230 students and as 
many as 57,000. 
 Winning colleges have 
ranged from smaller institu-
tions serving rural commu-
nity and smaller towns – in-
cluding Lake Area Technical 
Institute (S.D., 2017 Prize 
winner) and Walla Walla 
Community College (Wash., 
2013) — to large commu-
nity colleges serving major 
metropolitan areas, including 
Miami Dade College (Fla., 
2019) and San Antonio Col-
lege (Texas, 2021).

 The four other previous 
winners are Indian River 
State College (Fla., 2019); 
Santa Fe College (Fla., 2015); 
Santa Barbara City College 
(Calif., 2013); and Valencia 
College (Fla., 2011).
 In this fi rst round, eligi-
bility for the Aspen Prize is 
based on publicly available 
data. Eligible colleges must 
show strong and improving 
student outcomes in key ar-
eas such as retention, com-
pletion, transfer and equity. 
Nationwide, 15 percent of 
community colleges (150 of 
the approximately 1,000 pub-
lic two-year colleges nation-
wide assessed for the prize) 
have been invited to apply – 
the full list can be accessed 
on the prize homepage at 
highered.aspeninstitute.org/
aspen-prize.
 The next steps in the pro-
cess include:
 – Selection of the top 10 
fi nalists by an expert panel 
of 15 experts in community 
colleges, higher education 
and workforce training, to be 
announced in spring/summer 
2022.
 – Fall 2022 site visits 
to each of the ten fi nalists, 
during which the Aspen In-
stitute and partners will col-
lect additional information, 
including employment and 
earnings data and insights 
about promising practices.
 – A distinguished jury will 
meet and make award deci-
sions in the fi rst quarter of 
early 2023.
 – Announcement of the 
Aspen Prize in late spring 
2023.
 For a full list of the top 
150 eligible institutions and 
to read more on the selec-
tion process, visit the Aspen 
Institute website at https://
highered.aspeninstitute.org/
aspen-prize/.

SJC nominated for prestigious Aspen Prize

Continued from Page 1
Department of Agriculture 
to extend the maximum, al-
lowable amount of SNAP 
benefi ts to recipients based 
on family size and all SNAP 
households will receive a 
minimum of $95 in emergen-
cy allotments. This additional 
emergency allotment should 
appear in recipients’ accounts 
by November 30.
 The emergency November 
allotments are in addition to 

the more than $4.8 billion in 
benefi ts previously provided 
to Texans since April 2020.
 Administered by HHSC, 
SNAP is a federal program 
that provides food assistance 
to eligible low-income fami-
lies and individuals in Texas. 
Texans in need can apply for 
benefi ts, including SNAP and 
Medicaid, at YourTexasBene
fi ts.com or use the Your Texas 
Benefi ts mobile app to man-
age their benefi ts.

SNAP benefits 
extended longer

Continued from Page 1
 “We saw the need in our 
community’s elderly, dis-
abled and veterans who 
are unable to drive to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine,” said 
Deborah Moore, assistant di-
rector of human services for 
the Houston Health Depart-
ment. 
 “We are excited Housto-
nians are taking advantage 
of the program and we will 
continue offering the service 
as long as there is a need es-
pecially with the recently-ap-
proved booster shots.” 
 Getting vaccinated pre-
vents serious illness, hospi-
talization and death; it also 
helps reduce the spread of 
COVID-19.

  Those who qualify for the 
in-home vaccination program 
are any of the following: 
 – 60-year-olds or older.
 – Homebound patients.
 – Disabled.
 – 79-year-olds or younger 
with health conditions.
 – Veterans.
 The program offers Mod-
erna and Johnson & John-
son COVID-19 vaccine, and 
provides fi rst doses, second 
doses, additional doses and 
booster shots.
 The department also of-
fers an in-home COVID-19 
testing program for the same 
population.
 People may call 832-393-
4301 to see if they qualify for 
the programs.

1,000th in-home vax

Continued from Page 1
ic book to which he is refer-
ring.
 While Abbott’s letter 
lacks specifi cs, it comes fresh 
on the heels of an inquiry 
launched by Republican state 
Rep. Matt Krause, in which 
he sent letters to certain 
school districts asking about 
a list of more than 800 books 
involving racism or sexual-
ity – or more specifi cally, 
concerning LGBTQ issues or 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment.
 The inquiry comes at 
a time when the nation is 

gripped in a discussion about 
“critical race theory” – a top-
ic the state Legislature pro-
hibited public school teach-
ers from addressing this past 
session.
 Neither Pasadena ISD nor 
Clear Creek ISD responded 
to the Leader’s request for a 
statement on Abbott’s vague 
letter.
 To read Abbott’s full let-
ter, visit gov.texas.gov/up
loads/fi les/press/TroxellDan.
pdf.

Abbott seeks to ban 
“porn” in schools

Advertise 
in the Leader!  

Call 
281-481-5656
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 11/26/21.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Texan Bank 
Texan Bank CARESCARES

N
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake

Sugar Land • River Oaks

WWW . T E X A N B A N K . C O M
(

SBA APPROVED

PAYCHECK PROTECTION
PROGRAM

LENDER

11101 Resource Pkwy.    281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109    832-736-9006  

We have space available at each location

Now enrolling for the fall 2021 term.
Transportation from CCISD,  

Pasadena ISD, and Pearland ISD.

Call for our weekly rate specials!
COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

USA KARATE

• Weekly Fee 
 Includes Karate
 Training

 The Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial 
Schools held its all class-
es State Championship 
Cross-Country meet at the 
Cottonwood Creek Golf 
Club in Waco Nov. 1.
 Sophomore Marcus 
Gaitan led the way with a 
ninth-place individual fin-
ish as the Lutheran South 
boys’ cross-country team 
was third at state over the 
5,000-meter course.
 In the 5A division, 

top overall varsity boys’ 
champion Marcelo Parra, 
also a sophomore, crossed 
the finish line at 16 min-
utes, 22.60 seconds as he 
also led San Antonio TMI 
to the team championship.
 With Marcus Gaitan 
ninth at 17:36.90, LSA 
also saw his brother, soph-
omore Matthew Gaitan, 
take the 22nd overall spot 
in a time of 18:22.90.
 The Pioneers’ other 
qualifying scorers includ-

ed junior Layton Thacker, 
whose time of 18:36.40 
placed him 29th; fresh-
man Easton Bettcher, 
in at 19:07.10 for 40th 
place, and senior Elijah 
Ward (60th in a time of 
19:59.20).
 In the two-mile girls’ 
race at state, Lutheran 
South’s Catherine Her-
genrader was her team’s 
top finisher as she clocked 
in at 15:22.50 for the 76th 
spot.

Gaitans lead LSA at state CC

The 2021 season came to an end for the Dobie var-
sity volleyball program as Kingwood scored a 25-
18, 18-25, 25-23, 25-12 win Nov. 2 in the bidistrict 
playoffs at C.E. King High School. What a season 
it was as the Lady Longhorns won 25 matches, the 
most in program history since the 2003 squad went 

28-5 en route to the regional quarterfinals. At left, 
senior Natalie Onozie ended her standout career 
with more than 1,000 assists and 500 career kills, 
while senior Maya Scott was one of the team’s kill 
leaders during her final season in the program.

Photos by Donna Alsdorf

Lady Longhorns conclude historic season

Elite talent comes to Texas hoops
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 Some of the state’s 
top collegiate recruits as 
well as several of Texas’ 
state-ranked programs 
will come into focus as 
the 2021 McDonald’ Tex-
as Invitational plays out 
Nov. 18-20 at eight Pasa-
dena ISD locations as well 
as two more within Deer 
Park ISD, and there are 
many more winners along 
the way.
 Proceeds from the tour-
nament will go directly 
to the Pasadena ISD and 
Deer Park ISD education 
foundations, both 501(c)
(3) nonprofit, tax exempt 
entities that benefit stu-
dents in their respective 
school districts.
 Pasadena ISD Educa-
tion Foundation Direc-
tor Andrea Nguyen said 
excitement is building 
for many Pasadena ISD 
groups as the tournament 
approaches. 
 For instance, culinary 
students have for sever-
al seasons been involved 
with providing food for 
the hospitality rooms at 
the venues, providing tasty 
meals, refreshments and 
treats for visiting coaches, 
referees, media and other 

dignitaries.
 Journalism students 
will also be busy trying to 
capture the perfect images 
of the action on the court. 
Literally everywhere one 
turns, district students will 
be involved in the fun.
 “We’re so excited for 
the arrival of the Mc-
Donald’s Texas Invita-
tional this year,” Nguyen 
said.  
 “Not only will many 
great boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball players be on the 
court showing their tal-
ents, but many students 
from a variety of groups 
will be involved to collec-
tively make the McDon-
ald’s event be what we 
know will be a tremen-
dous success.”
 Funds from the tour-
nament will go, Nguyen 
said, to aid the district’s 
minigrant program, which 
each year can include mu-
sic, arts and many others 
that might require funding 
to occur. 
 The Pasadena ISD Ed-
ucation Foundation was 
initiated in 2003, around 
the same time this tourna-
ment debuted. Since then, 
the two have developed a 
relationship beneficial to 
all involved.

 “We are so proud of the 
growth of the McDonald’s
 Texas Invitational and 
way the event benefits so 
many students along the 
way,” Nguyen said. “It’s 
an exciting time when the 

Continued on Page 6

Matthew Trevino wrapped up his historic 
cross-country career at Clear Brook High School by 
placing 28th overall at the University Interscholas-
tic League’s Class 6A State Championships Nov. 6 
at Old Settlers Park in Round Rock. See details on 
Page 6.

6A Bidistrict
Dobie at

North Shore
GPISD Stadium
Nov. 11, 7 p.m.

At left, Dobie’s Em-
manuel Drain (7), 
whose punt block led 
to a touchdown return 
late in the second half, 
wrestles down South 
Houston running back  
Christian Epps (5) to 
the ground during the 
Longhorns’ 48-34 win 
over the Trojans to 
close out the regular 
season Nov. 4 at Pas-
adena ISD’s Veterans 
Stadium.
Photo by Donna Alsdorf

It’s Dobie versus North Shore, again
6A Div. I bidistrict FB

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 North Shore at one 
point seven times the first-
round playoff opponent 
over a 10-year span. A 
shift to Atascocita a sea-
son ago and now back to 
North Shore. 
 Any direction a pro-
gram like Dobie turns, the 

Class 6A Division I bidis-
trict playoff round has al-
most always involved go-
ing against a state-ranked 
opponent.
 Dobie, which finished 
off the regular season with 
a 48-34 win over South 
Houston Nov. 4 at Veter-
ans Stadium in Pasadena, 
travels to Galena Park 
ISD Stadium Nov. 11 to 
take on the District 21-6A 
champion Mustangs in the 
opening round. 
 For Dobie, it’s an op-
portunity to win a playoff 
game for the first time 
since 2004, while North 
Shore is looking to ad-
vance as far as possible 

as a former multi-time 6A 
Division I state champion.
Regardless of the out-
come, there is little doubt 
as to the overall strength 
of the Dobie program.  
 With 33 wins in 42 ca-
reer games as the Long-
horns’ head coach, Kevin 
Berneathy is third on the 
program’s all-time wins 
list. 
 That 33-9 overall mark 
is also second-best in pro-
gram history over a con-
secutive four-year span. 
 With 26 of those wins 
coming with Cameron 
Gray at quarterback, the 
three-year starter is the 
winningest signal-caller in 

the 52-year run of the pro-
gram.
 While the Longhorns 
finished 8-2 this season 
and ultimately surren-
dered the 22-6A cham-
pionship to Deer Park, 
the team has scored more 
points – 535 – than any 
other in that more-than-
50-year span of play.
 Dobie and South Hous-
ton had both secured play-
off berths leading up to 
the regular season finale, 
but with second place and 
rivalry bragging rights at 
stake.
 With the two-touch-
down margin of victory

Continued on Page 6

Brook seniors shine despite loss
 Senior quarterback 
Cam McCalister had two 
scoring passes in the sec-
ond half to finish the 2021 
season as the leading 
passer in the District 24-
6A ranks as Clear Brook 
closed out a 3-6 season 
with a 38-12 loss to play-
off-bound Clear Springs 
Nov. 5 at Challenger Sta-
dium.
 The Wolverines won 
just once in six league 
games, but the team’s pass-
ing game produced some 
eye-popping numbers as 

McCalister, a three-year 
starter, completed 177 of 
292 throws for 2,235 yards 
and 20 touchdowns, both 
league highs. He threw 
11 interceptions over the 
team’s nine games.
 Senior running back 
Trent Lacy also played in 
his final game for the Wol-
verines, gaining 90 yards 
to finish with 725 yards 
on 119 carries, including 
eight touchdowns.
 Nathan Barnett, also 
playing in his final game, 
had a 37-yard scoring re-

ception and wound up 
with six grabs for 90 yards, 
giving him 39 catches this 
season for 520 yards and 
nine touchdowns.
 Building blocks for 
2022? Junior receiver Mi-
chael Lewis had the most 
receptions in the district 
by a wide margin, and 
with a 29-yard touch-
down catch against Clear 
Springs finished with 61 
catches for 861 yards and 
nine touchdowns.
 Defensively, the Wol-

Continued on Page 6
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
DON’T LET THIS  

RECORD BREAKING 
MARKET PASS  

YOU BY!
281-464-SOLD (7653)

 Friendswood - Beautiful 5-3.5-6 estate home with game room, media 
room, elevator and more on almost 5 acres with pool, RV storage, barn! #MYR

NEW!  Pearland! -  Gorgeous 4-2-2 with POOL!  Formal dining, den 
with FP, updated! #SUN

NEW! League City -  Gated Community - Gorgeous 2-2.5-2 with 
study, remodeled bathrooms, deck, whole house generator! #MON

NEW! Clearbrook Meadows -  Gorgeous 5-3.5-2 completely updat-
ed! Both formals, kitchen over looks den with fireplace, huge game room! #KVL

NEW! SAGEGLEN - Elegant Perry Executive home, 4-3.5-2det, game 
room, formal dining, island kitchen, screened in porch! #DAL

NEW! Sageglen - Beautiful 4-2-2, updated! Formal dining, vaulted 
ceiling in den, covered patio! #WINSOLD in 3 DAYS

SOLD
SOLD in 4 DAYS

SOLD in 1 DAY
SOLD in 4 DAYS

SOLD

Toni Muse

GREEN AND 
ASSOCIATES
REALTORS®

Moving Families 
For 30 Years! 

Real estate is moving quickly 
and I’m ready to help!

Thinking of selling and or 
buying? Give me a call!

281-389-6519
Five Star Realtor 

Texas Monthly magazine
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 Troy Leland John Bechtle Toni Muse  Emory Gadd Debbie Vaughn

 North Shore  North Shore  Dobie  North Shore  North Shore 

 C.E. King C.E. King C.E. King C.E. King C.E. King

 Summer Creek Channelview Channelview Summer Creek Summer Creek

 Shadow Creek Shadow Creek Shadow Creek Shadow Creek Shadow Creek

 Clear Falls Clear Falla Clear Falls Clear Falls Clear Falls

 Dickinson Dickinson Dickinson Dickinson Dickinson

 Atascocita Atascocita Atascocita Atascocita Atascocita

 Clear Springs Pearland Pearland Clear Springs Clear Springs

 Friendswood Angleton Friendswood Angleton Angleton

 LSA LSA St. Michaels LSA St. Michaels

 8-2 9-1 5-5 8-2 8-2

 86-23 79-30 68-41 87-22 84-25

Dobie at North Shore

South Houston at
C.E. King

Summer Creek 
at Channelview

Clear Creek at Shadow Creek

Dawson at Clear Falls

Alief Taylor at Dickinson

Atascocita at Deer Park

Clear Springs at Pearland

Angleton at Friendswood

Lutheran South
at St. Michael’s

This week’s record

Season record

South Belt 
football 

predictions

McDonald’s Texas Invitational brings star power
 The star power will be 
on display from the open-
ing tip until the fi nal light 
is darkened as the 2021 
McDonald’s Texas Invita-
tional, the state’s largest 
and most prestigious reg-
ular season varsity boys’ 
and girls’ basketball tour-
nament, returns to the area 
Nov. 18-20.
 Once again, 48 boys’ 
teams and 32 more on the 
girls’ side of things will 
vie for supremacy over 
three days at 10 different 
Pasadena ISD and Deer 
Park ISD locations, with 
the Division I Gold Brack-
et championship games 
capping things Nov. 20 at 
Phillips Field House.
 Nine Texas Associa-
tion of Basketball Coach-
es preseason state-ranked 
Class 6A boys’ squads are 
included in the fi eld, as are 
three more state-ranked 
Class 5A programs.
 Opening-day action 
Nov. 18 features a trio of 
boys’ games pitting state-
ranked foes as 6A power 
No. 5 Clear Brook goes 
against No. 14 San Mar-
cos at Dobie main; 6A No. 
3 Atascocita and 5A No. 
4 Katy Paetow do battle 
at South Houston High 
School and 6A No. 19 El-
kins and 5A No. 12 High-
tower tip off at Deer Park’s 
Watkins campus.
 The 32-program girls’ 
fi eld could very well pro-
vide a bit of a preview of 
things to come playoff 
time as state-ranked 6A 
No. 3 Converse Judson, 
No. 10 Summer Creek, 
13th-ranked Cibolo Steele, 
No. 20 Spring Branch Me-
morial and 23rd-ranked 
Cy-Creek are among those 
vying for Division I su-
premacy. 
 Game sites for the Mc-
Donald’s Texas Invitation-
al include the six Pasadena 
ISD high schools (Dobie9 
included), Beverly Hills 
Intermediate, Phillips 
Field House and the Deer 
Park ISD South and Wat-
kins campuses. On Nov. 

18, there are marquee 
matchups at each location:
 Phillips Field House: At 
21-4, the Cy-Creek Cou-
gars’ boys’ team played in 
the Region III semifi nals 
at the Merrill Center in 
2021 and will look to test 
their talents against state-
ranked and 2020-2021 Re-
gion I champion Richard-
son in a 7:30 p.m. battle.
 Pasadena Memorial 
High School: The College 
Park Cavalier boys, 25-4 
a season ago, aim to start 
strong this time around 
with a 3 p.m. game against 
North Crowley, which de-
buts at No. 15 in the Class 
6A Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches pre-
season state poll.
 Dobie High School: 
An early 10:30 a.m. local 
matchup features Pearland 
and veteran Houston area 
coaching standout Steve 
Buckalew going against 
defending 24-6A champi-
on Clear Brook, which has 
made consecutive appear-
ances in the area playoff 
round.
 South Houston High 
School: Another 10:30 
a.m. clash pits Class 6A 
boys’ power Atascoci-
ta against Katy Paetow, 
which sits at No. 4 in the 
TABC preseason Class 
5A rankings. Atascocita is 
also the defending Region 
III champion.
 Sam Rayburn High 
School: The Pearland 
Dawson boys fashioned a 
25-6 run a season ago and 
return this time around to 
go against Spring Branch 
Memorial in the nightcap 
at 7:30 p.m.
 Pasadena High School: 
The Lake Creek boys, win-
ners of 44 overall games 
the previous two seasons 
and a District 20-5A title 
contender for 2021-2022, 
take on fellow Class 5A 
power Manvel in a 3 p.m. 
tilt. The Mavericks start 
18th in the 5A TABC pre-
season rankings.
 Watkins (DPISD): 
Hightower, 12th in the 

TABC’s preseason 5A 
poll, goes against an El-
kins boys’ squad that is 
19th in the 6A rankings. 
The excitement begins 
with a 3 p.m. tipoff.

 South Auxiliary 
(DPISD): 
 Dobie9: Cibolo Steele, 
which is 13th in the pre-
season girls’ TABC state 
6A rankings, makes 

the trip to the McDon-
ald’s event and takes on 
Pearland in a 9 a.m. game 
at Dobie9. 
 Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate: A full day of 

Division I girls’ games 
includes TABC presea-
son 6A No. 10 Summer 
Creek going against Clear 
Springs in a 1:30 p.m. start 
as two Region III contend-

ers collide.
 Visit www.texasinvi
tational.com and choose 
pool and bracket play for 
a full schedule.
 Advance sales of tour-

nament passes and indi-
vidual game tickets be-
gan Nov. 1 and will run 
through the end of the 
event Nov. 20. 
 Tournament passes will 

allow access to all tour-
nament games over three 
days and are $20. 
 Individual tickets are 
also available at $5 per 
adult and $2 per student.

McDonald’s Invites State’s Elite!
TABC Ranked Teams Coming

No. 2 6A Richardson Boys
No. 3 6A Atascocita Boys
No. 4 5A Katy Paetow Boys
No. 6 6A Summer Creek Boys
No. 7 6A Clear Brook Boys
No. 10 5A Crosby Boys
No. 12 5A Hightower Boys
No. 14 6A San Marcos Boys
No. 15 6A North Crowley Boys
No. 18 5A Manvel Boys
No. 19 6A Elkins Boys
No. 24 6A Tompkins Boys
No. 1 5A Cedar Park Girls
No. 3 6A Converse Judson Girls
No. 10 6A Summer Creek Girls
No. 12 6A Cibolo Steele Girls
No. 23 6A Cy-Creek Girls

Brook’s Trevino 28th at state

Continued from Page 5
verines got a 24-6A best 
five interceptions from 
Jaylen Price, who will also 
return.
 In the big picture, 
Dickinson won the 24-6A 
championship and has ad-
vanced to face Dawson in 
a 6A Division I playoff 

game, while second-place 
Clear Springs will host 
Alief Taylor in a 6A Divi-
sion II playoff tilt.
 Clear Springs, which 
wound up third in the 24-
6A standings, will play at 
Pearland in a 6A Division 
I game, and fourth-place 
Clear Creek is set to play a 

6A Division II postseason 
game at Shadow Creek.
 University Interscho-
lastic League realignment 
coming in February, 2022 
could bring about a lineup 
change in 24-6A, yet it’s 
hard to predict much until 
the announcement comes 
in February.

Wolverines wrap up 3-7 push

Longhorns to playoffs at 8-2
Continued from Page 5
over South Houston, Dobie 
extended its district record 
of consecutive wins over 
Pasadena ISD opponents to 
17.
 And while there were 82 
total points scored in the 
game, one could very well 
point to the final 7 minutes, 
41 seconds of the first half 
as the turning point.
 The Trojans led 13-7 ear-
ly in the second quarter but 
then saw Dobie’s Raynard 
Hall give the Longhorns a 
14-13 lead following a 28-
yard scoring run.
 Fair enough, as the Tro-
jans to that point had stood 
toe-to-toe with the Long-
horns. Only at this point, 
the Trojans went back on 
offense down a point and 
standout sophomore quar-
terback Kam’ron Webb sit-
ting out the drive in favor of 
Kendrick Banks, usually a 
receiver.
 The Trojans were held 
to six yards as part of a 
three-and-out, and Dobie 
proceeded to travel 96 yards 
on 10 plays, with Gray 
bursting the final 52 down 

the left sideline for a touch-
down and a 21-13 lead with 
:33 left in the half.
 And if the Longhorns’ 
96-yard drive weren’t 
enough damage, Berneathy 
and his staff successfully 
utilized a pair of timeouts to 
force a South Houston punt.
 More trouble for the Tro-
jans ensued as the Long-
horns’ Emmanuel Drain 
broke through to block the 
punt, with sophomore and 
varsity newcomer Der-
rick Kelley scooping up 
the loose ball and racing 
21 yards untouched for a 
touchdown and a 28-13 
halftime lead.
 The 21 unanswered 
points for the Longhorns 
to close the first half would 
prove to be the difference in 
this one. 
 The Longhorns forced a 
turnover on downs to start 
the second stanza and went 
44 yards in five plays with 
the aid of a face mask pen-
alty as Trajan Davis went 
three yards for a score and a 
35-13 lead at the 6:52 mark 
of the third quarter.
 From there, Webb, who 

missed just the one critical 
drive in the first half, scored 
on a 1-yard run to get the 
Trojans within 35-20. But 
Davis made it 41-20 on a 
two-yard run with just over 
nine minutes left. 
 And while the senior 
Davis heads into the post-
season as the leading rusher 
in the district and leader in 
rushing touchdowns, Do-
bie fans also got another 
glimpse of the future. 
 Freshman running back 
Cameron Mathews, playing 
in just his second varsity 
game, got free and deliv-
ered a 77-yard touchdown 
sprint in the fourth as Dobie 
led 48-20 with just under 
seven minutes left.
 Webb, who threw for 
three touchdowns in the 
game, also caught a touch-
down pass and ran for an-
other to account for each 
of his team’s scores in the 
game.
 South Houston is set to 
play C.E. King in a Class 
6A Division II bidistrict 
playoff game Nov. 12 at 
Sheldon ISD’s Panther Sta-
dium. 

 There are now plenty 
of social media options 
available for fans looking 
to keep up with all of the 
action from the state’s pre-
miere high school basket-
ball tournament, the three-
day spectacular that is the 
2021 McDonald’s Texas 
Invitational.
 Tickets, including 
three-day all-inclusive 
passes, remain on sale 
leading up to and during 
the tournament. 
 The tournament passes 
are $20 each, while indi-
vidual game tickets will 
be sold at each tournament 
game venue and are $5 per 
for adults and $2 per for 

students with a valid stu-
dent ID card. 
 Visit www.texasinvita
tional.com for ticket pur-
chase options.
 For basketball fans on 
the go who would like to 
keep up with their favor-
ite teams via social media 
platforms, there are sev-
eral a single click or tap 
away:
 The tournament site on 
Facebook can be found at 
McDonald’s Texas Invi-
tational Basketball Tour-
nament; while the event’s 
Twitter feed is at Texas 
Invitational 2021 and will 
include up-to-the-moment 
scores, tournament up-

dates and more as students 
in the district’s audio vi-
sual programs will deliver 
the news in a rush.
 Prefer TikTok? There’s 
updates, videos and more 
by visiting @texasinvita
tional, and photos of game 
action and daily updates 
are also available on Insta-
gram by way of the Pasa-
dena ISD’s offi cial page at 
pasadenaisdtx.
 As always, brackets 
are updated throughout 
the day at texasinvitation
al.com as fans may track 
their team’s progress, par-
ticularly during day two 
and then championship 
Saturday bracket action.

 The event has come a 
long way since debuting in 
1999 with 15 boys’ teams 
and 26 total games played 
at four sites, with no social 
media platforms in play.
 The McDonald’s Tex-
as Invitational is indeed 
the premier high school 
basketball tournament in 
the state and in many re-
cent seasons has provided 
an early look at several 
regional and state tourna-
ment contenders in both 
boys’ and girls’ play.
 The best part is there’s 
now more social media 
options available at a click 
to keep up with all of the 
action.

Dobie sophomore special teamer Derrick Kelley (12) 
heads to the end zone as part of a blocked punt recov-
ery that he returned 21 yards for a touchdown just be-
fore halftime of the Longhorns’ eventual 48-34 victory 

over the Trojans Nov. 4 at Veterans Stadium in Pasade-
na. At left is Dobie’s Dempsey Spears (13) while Trojan 
lineman Sa’Von Mitchell (74) trails the action.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

McDonald’s hoops offers social media follows

At right, Clear Brook 
senior cross-country 
runner Matthew Trev-
ino, already the holder 
of the school’s best-ev-
er 5,000-meter time, 
ran in Round Rock 
at the Class 6A State 
Championships and 
was 28th overall in the 
Class 6A boys’ fi eld 
Nov. 6.

At right, Clear 
Brook state-bound 
cross-country runner 
Matthew Trevino (cen-
ter) was treated with 
quite the send-off as 
school band members, 
cheerleaders,  and sup-
porting students sent 
him and cross-country 
coaches Christopher 
Gillis (left) and Eri-
ca Alexander off with 
a celebration Nov. 5 
on campus. Once in 
Round Rock for the 
University Interscho-
lastic League’s Class 
6A 5,000-meter run 
Nov. 6, Trevino clocked 
in at 15 minutes, 52.10 
seconds for 28th place 
as he finished off his 
high school cross-coun-
try career in style.

Continued from Page 5
event is in our area and 
other communities.”
 The Deer Park ISD Ed-
ucation Foundation was 
founded in 1991 to help 

Deer Park ISD meet needs 
beyond those provided for 
by state support. 
 Over the last 21 years 
since inception, the foun-
dation has awarded more 

than $1 million dollars to 
Deer Park ISD, which has, 
in turn, made a difference 
in the lives of thousands 
of students within the dis-
trict.

Tourney aids education foundations

South Belt’s sports news
Clear Brook varsity girls open with easy win 

 Clear Brook opened the varsity girls’ basketball season with an easy 58-39 vic-
tory at Crosby Nov. 5 as Rezia Castillo led the way with a game-high 16 points. 
Alyssa Berry added 15 points, and Ja’Delle Major had 11 as the locals coasted to 
the victory.

JFD graduate Poullard offers youth 7-on-7  
 Dobie graduate and former Longhorn standout defensive back Maurice Poul-
lard is set to host tryouts for his Mike Evans Elite 7-on-7 youth football action, 
featuring age 6U through 15U divisions. 
 The tryouts will be held Dec. 5 from 2 to 6 p.m. at the Sagemont Cowboys’ 
practice fi eld at El Franco Lee Park. The Evans league produced two national 
champions in 2021 and is looking for more this time around. For more informa-
tion, call Poullard at 214-394-6797.

Cowboys’ freshmen headed to BAFL Super Bowl  
 The Bay Area Football League Super Bowl round is headed to Rice Stadium 
Saturday, Nov. 20 as league supremacy is decided. The Sagemont Cowboys, 9-3 
overall this season, will go against the 9-2-1 Hitchcock Red Raiders in the fresh-
man division. The Cowboys and Red Raiders will play in the fi nal game of the day 
at 3 p.m. During regular-season action as part of week 6, the Red Raiders scored a 
tight 20-19 victory over the Cowboys.
 All tickets are $7, and there is no outside food or drinks allowed. There are no 
tents allowed on the premises. See more about the Cowboys in the Nov. 18 and 
Nov. 25 Leader issues.

 Matthew Trevino, the 
top-performing boys’ 
cross-country runner 
in Clear Brook history, 
wrapped up his terrific ca-
reer with a 28th-place finish 
at 15 minutes, 52.10 sec-
onds during the University 
Interscholastic League’s all 
classes State Championship 
Meet Nov. 6 at Old Settlers 
Park in Round Rock.
 Vandergrift junior Kevin 
Sanchez was the 6A boys’ 
champion at 14 minutes, 
53.40 seconds over the 
5,000-meter course, while 
Southlake Carroll was the 
team champion with a low 
of 65 points.
 On the 6A girls’ side of 
things, Flower Mound’s 
Natalie Cook was the top
overall  medalist at 16:32.40 
as her crew also won the 
team championship. 

 Matthew’s brother, 
sophomore Joseph Trevi-
no, reached the Region III 

championships this season 
and has two remaining sea-
sons with the Wolverines.



       SERVICE

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates
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Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

✯✯✯✯
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal, Grass 
Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

AUTO
OLD LADY - offers Chry-
sler Town & Country mini-
van, 2003 model for 
$2,290. Gold color, at 
Monroe - Fuqua location. 
Call 713-855-4032. 11-11

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 11-18

ESTATE SALE
907 BOUNDARY COURT 
(Friendswood). Fri. & 
Sat., Nov. 12 & 13, 8 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. Country antique 
sturdy handmade furni-
ture; fireplaces, wooden 
ducks, crocks, pewter 
housewares, teddy bears 
and baskets; like new 
washer, dryer and refrig-
erator, entertainment 
centers; housewares, 
tools, home decor, holi-
day decorations, various 
linens, homemade wood-
en benches and bird-
houses and much more! 
ht tps: / /www.youtube.
c o m / wa t c h ? v = m C 0 q
jA4M2Do. 11-11

LOST & FOUND
FOUND: VACCINATION 
CARD for David Norton. 
Please call the South Belt 
Leader office to claim. 
281-481-5656. TF

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LAWN & GARDEN

WOOD FLOORS • TILE • LAMINATE • GRANITE • CUSTOM SHOWERS

832-236-4898
When Quality Counts! • Est. 1996 • South Belt Area Resident

Owner Operater • Fully Insured      mayozflooringinc@yahoo.com

MAYOZ
Flooring & Remodeling

KITCHEN 
REMODELING

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Help Wanted
Service technician for high 
pressure hydraulics shop.  
No experience necessary, 
will train the mechanically 

inclined individual.  Machine 
shop (manual) and Spanish 

a plus but not necessary.  
Starting pay $13.00 per hour 
and up with experience.  For 
additional information contact 

us at fdf@fmpte.com

Barber Needed
@ Ellington AFB

Must pass 
background 

check!
$10 per hour

713-305-3335

Support Leader 
Advertisers

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

281-488-3362
Eco-Pest, Inc.

PEST

TM

ARRESTERS

Cheerful person needed to help pest 
control company with heavy phone & light 

computer. Tues.-Sat. 40 hrs.

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.

Call 281-481-5656
 

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

Hair Care 
Gallerie

Booth Rentals 

Available at 
11211 Sageglen Dr.

Call/Text 
281-467-4863

CALENDAR
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 12

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth build-
ing). Call 713-661-4200 for details.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – For details on 
the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 a.m. Saturday 
service, visit https://www.shaarhashalom.org. 

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – meets at 
CrossRoads UMC on Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY,   NOVEMBER 13
7:30 a.m.

AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See Nov. 11 notice.
9:30 a.m.

Congregation Shaar Hashalom – See Nov. 11.
11 a.m.

Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
women affected by an addict. Revive Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell 
Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or 
visit https://www.houstonalanon.org/.

1 p.m.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church – knitting class, Call 
281-479-7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14
5:30 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step 
program in the Life Kids Chapel at Life Church, 
9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Literature Study. In His 
Presence Fellowship Church (in back), 1202 East 
P Street, Deer Park. Call 409-454-5720 for details.

5 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Age 55+ meets for a 
potluck dinner with activities and/or guest speak-
ers at Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W. 
NASA Parkway. For details, Call 281-814-4750.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 
11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and improve cross-
word skills. COVID-19 vaccination required. Call 
281-488-2923 for details.

6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals 
Southeast Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets 
virtually except the second and fourth Mondays 

It is advisable to verify meeting prior to 
attending. For AA, https://aahouston.org/
meetings; for NA, visit www.hascona.com; for 
Al-Anon meetings, visit www.houstonalanon.
org.
Contemplating suicide? Visit https://afsp.org/ 
or call 800-273-8255.
The Humpday Dance at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 E League City Parkway is open. 
Wednesday sessions: 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. ball-
room dancing (not lessons).  Monday les-
sons: 1:30 - 3 p.m. Park activity card holders 
attend free. Call 281-554-1180.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” Tuesday 
through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday at 7:30 a.m. 
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 
Pearland Chamber of Commerce, 6117 Broad-
way St. or online on Zoom at https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/81372891968. Meeting ID: 813 7289 
1968. See chamber website-->calendar.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – Meets 
the second Thursday at Praise Chapel, 18516 
Hwy. 3, in Webster. Call 281-910-1971.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – 
American Business Women’s Association-South. 
Meets at Big Horn BBQ, 2300 Smith Ranch Rd., 
Pearland. Lunch is 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. ($20 cash 
or check). Includes networking with professional 
business women/ guest speakers. Reservations 
appreciated. Visit www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect 
Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or  at 
h t tps : / /aahous ton .o rg /meet ings / imper
fect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 for more infor-
mation. Meets Mondays – Thursdays.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Area Republican’s Club – meets 
monthly on the second Thursday (except June, 
July and December) at the Pearland Church of 
Christ Annex, 2217 N. Grand Blvd., Pearland. For 
details, email pearlandarearepublicanclub@
gmail.com or visit www.facebook.com/PARCTX.

(in person) at https://youngprofessionalstoast
masters.com/. Visit the website for information. 

7 p.m.
The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society – 
Meets at League City Library (Helen Hall Library), 
100 W. Walker St. Presenters explore topics as 
fossils, planetary geology, mineralogy, lapidary, 
fossil and mineral collecting. Visit www.clgms.org.
AA – St. Luke’s 12-Step Recovery, open, 11011 
Hall Rd. Call Jesse at 832-725-8479.
NA – Vigilance Group. See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 16
7 a.m.

AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 11/16 notice.
11:30 a.m.

St. Paul’s Anglican Church – worship services 
Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.; Wednesday, (Bible study, 6 
p.m.) 7 p.m.; and Sunday, 8 a.m. and 10:15 
a.m.;11456 Space Center Blvd. For information, 
call 281-479-7285, leave message, or stop by. 

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect 
Nooners. See Thursday noon notice.

2 p.m.
National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees – NARFE Chapter 941 meets the 
third Tuesday, El Franco Lee Park Community 
Center, 9500 Hall Rd. For details, call Roy at 713-
734-1461.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
7 a.m.

AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 11/11 notice.
10 a.m.

The Community Club – meets at Pappa Yolks 
Grill, 5824 Spencer Highway in Pasadena. In No-
vember, musicians from from the Pasadena Phil-
harmonic Orchestra will play. Email Jmopry@
yahoo.com. New attendees welcome.

Noon
AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s notice.

7 p.m.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 11/16 notice.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational senior citi-
zen group meeting (55+) at St. Bernadette 
Catholic Church, 15500 El Camino Real, in Clear 
Lake on for time of  fun. No dues. Day extended 
trips available. Deposits now being taken on 
Carnival Western Caribbean Cruise from 
Galveston, a Big Bend Motor coach trip, a 
Premier Mackinac Island, the Grand Hotel & 
Niagara Falls trip. Call Marilyn at 713-444-6744.

HELP
WANTED

LEADER 
READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 
Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

Local Insurance Office 
has flexible hours

 for someone to handle 
the phones, do computer 

work, and more. 
Please email  mjewell@
jewellinsurance.net

 and/or call us at 
281-481-2221 

ask to speak with 
Michael or Terri Jewell

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

MISCELLANEOUS
R O O M M A T E /
HOUSEMATE wanted. 
Responsible, clean, work-
ing. Southeast Houston 
Townhouse, one extra 
bedroom. All utilities 
included, $750 per month. 
Call Sam @ 832-385-
4161 for details and meet-
ing for interview. 11-11
FOR SALE. FOREST 
PARK LAWNDALE cem-
etery lots for sale. Three 
lots plus one second 
right of interment. Four 
total burial spaces. 
$10,000 + transfer fee. 
Contact: tucker80@sbc
global.net. 11-19 

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY OWNER. 
9814 Fonville Drive, 
77075. 3-2-2 with addi-
tional detached 2-car 
garage. Never flooded. 
$245,000. Call 281-650-
3600. 11-11

SERVICES
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. Robert 281-
948-8887. 11-18
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 12-2
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Mon - Fri 7am - 6pm    Sat & Sun: Closed
9245 S. Sam Houston Pkwy. E., Houston, Tx

832-740-4865  |  cbac.com/pearland

Coupon

$19.95
Semi-synthetic oil change.
Up to 5 qts. & standard filter.

Expires 12/31/2021 

Coupon
Full synthetic oil change.
Up to 5 qts. & standard filter.

$39.95
Expires 12/31/2021

We offer FREE pick up
& delivery!

Keep Healthy in 2021
Call the Office for your

appointment.
Specializing in Personal 

Injury Cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd.  (281) 481-1623
Houston, TX 77089  www.burleighchiro.com

Medicare Annual Enrollment
 Begins Oct. 15
 Ends Dec. 7

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

EMERGENCIES CAN’T WAIT.
NEITHER SHOULD YOU.
Houston Methodist Emergency Care Center

• Board-certifi ed emergency
doctors

• 24/7/365 care

• Easy building access and
free parking

• Treatment for children and adults

• Private treatment rooms
• X-ray, CT and ultrasound
• On-site laboratory

HOUSTON METHODIST
CLEAR LAKE HOSPITAL
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT

W. FAIRMONT PKWY.

FM 518

KEMAH

SEABROOK

WEBSTER

DICKINSON

FRIENDSWOOD

LEAGUE CITY

HOUSTON

NASSAU BAY

45

8

146

225

FM 2094
E. PARKWOOD DR.

FM 528

HOUSTON METHODIST
EMERGENCY CARE CENTER
IN DEER PARK

Houston Methodist Emergency Care Center in Deer Park is a full-service emergency room that offers treatment for minor 
emergencies as well as life-threatening ones, including:

Visit houstonmethodist.org/er to learn more.

Houston Methodist has implemented additional safety precautions to ensure we provide safe and effective care to our patients. 
In-person and virtual appointments are available as needed.

NOW OPEN IN DEER PARK
3701 Center St.  |  Deer Park, TX 77536

Shown above, left to right, are intermediate students 
(front row) Carlos Albarran, Beverly Hills; Andrew 
Posey, Beverly Hills; Julian Trevino, Southmore; Noe 

Rocha, Bonnette Jr. High; (back row) Brandon Loza-
no, Raul Yzaguirre; Hussai Arias, Beverly Hills; John 
Tran, Bondy; and Richard Le, Beverly Hills.

Shown above, left to right, are high school students 
(front row) James Leskowitz, Clear Falls; Brendan Re-
hbein, Deer Park; Jimmy Bui, Dobie 9; Fynnlan Ridge, 

CTHS; Dylan Campos, Dobie; Tristan Fuentes, Dobie; 
(back row) John Abou Elias, Deer Park; and Gustavo 
Escamilla, Pasadena.

 On Saturday, Oct. 30, 
Pasadena ISD held its 11th 
annual Fall Chess Classic 
at Beverly Hills Interme-
diate. In total, 231 students 
participated from 49 cam-
puses, including 12 high 
schools, 14 intermediate 
schools, 12 middle schools 

Annual chess tournament winners named
and 11 elementary schools. 
Forty of the schools partici-
pating were from PISD, while 
9 were from other districts.
 The district’s thanks go 
out to all the campus chess 
coaches and other adult vol-
unteers who went and helped. 
 Gratitude is also due to 

the scorekeepers, hall mon-
itors and to the custodians. 
Likewise, to all the campus 
administrators and central 
offi ce personnel (including 
Dr. Karen Hickman, Lindsey 
Lesniewski and Dan Hoppie) 
who attended to support the 
students.

 In all divisions, each 
student played four games. 
Students received one 
point for each win and a 
half-point for each draw.
 The next tournament 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 
12, 2022, at BHI. See re-
lated photos on Page 4.

Congratulations to the Morris Middle School sixth-grade male Trailblazer of the 
Month for October, Cruz Jasso (center). The school staff say Jasso is a great student 
and a joy to be around. He tries very hard to always give his best and takes pride in 
his work. He asks questions when needed and is very good at meeting deadlines. He 
is independent, a self-starter, very attentive and always helpful around the classroom. 
Jasso is a great role model to his peers as he is always willing to help others with any 
academic struggles. He is very kind, works hard and is respectful to his classmates and 
his teachers. The school is proud to call him a Morris Trailblazer. Shown with Jasso 
are Allison Lewallen, principal, (left) and Robin Cate, assistant principal.

Jasso named a Trailblazer
Continued from Page 1
Such a move, however, would 
cost the district signifi cantly 
more money.
 New plans call for relocat-
ing the Thompson campus to 
a piece of property in the 8700 
block of Hughes Road in the 
Pearland city limits.
 The current campus suf-
fered extensive damage during 

Hurricane Harvey.
 Following the historic 
storm, Thompson students 
were temporarily housed at 
Beverly Hills Intermediate for 
fi ve months, while school offi -
cials and an independent com-
mittee studied the issue.
 “To say I am excited would 
be an understatement,” said Ta-
nis Griffi n, Thompson princi-

pal. “Thousands of Lions have 
walked the halls of Thompson 
on Sagedowne since opening 
the doors in the fall of 1972, 
establishing the high standards 
and traditions that help make 
Thompson the heart of the 
South Belt. As we approach 
the 50-year-anniversary of 
Thompson on Sagedowne, we 
celebrate the precious memo-

ries made and traditions estab-
lished that will carry on in our 
new building on Hughes,” said 
Griffi n.
 Construction of the new 
school was already underway 
prior to the ceremonial ground-
breaking and is expected to be 
complete by March 2023. The 
school is scheduled to open in 
August 2023.

PISD breaks ground on new Thompson

Congratulations to the Morris Middle School sixth-grade female Trailblazer of the 
Month for October, Natalia Hernandez (center). According to the staff Hernandez is 
a hard worker who is always offering her best. She is kind and respectful of others, 
while also remaining responsible by staying on top of her assignments. Every day, 
Hernandez arrives ready to participate in class discussions and to help her peers 
navigate the Summit Learning platform. There is not a day she does not greet every-
one with a smile! The school is proud to call her a Morris Trailblazer. Shown with 
Hernandez are Allison Lewallen, principal, (left) and Jamie Otto, assistant principal.

Hernandez honored at Morris

Advertise in the Leader!

281-481-5656
www.southbeltleader.com
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