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See questwnmur e inside
See Page 3 of this issue for a question-
naire from candidates seeking the positions
of Harris County judge and Precinct 2 com-
missioner.

Stuchbery, Thompson close

A transformer fire unexpectedly closed
down Stuchbery Elementary and Thompson
Intermediate Tuesday, Oct. 25. The school was
expected to reopen the following day.

Local COVID cases decrease

The number of active COVID-19 cases in
the South Belt community continues to drop,
with all three local ZIP codes reporting de-
creases for the second consecutive week.

As of Tuesday, Oct. 25, there were 90 ac-
tive cases in 77089, down 21 from the previ-
ous week. To date, 135 from the ZIP code have
died from the disease. (Harris County reported
137 deaths the previous week.)

In ZIP code 77075, there were 55 active
cases, down 32 from the previous week. To
date, there have been 81 deaths in the ZIP
code. (Harris County reported 83 deaths the
previous week.)

In 77034, there were 64 active cases, down
20 from the previous week. To date, 92 resi-
dents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the
disease, up three from the previous week.

Statistics are updated daily and include
numbers from within the Houston city limits
and throughout Harris County. To view an in-
teractive map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.
arcgis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set

At least one northbound main lane and
one southbound main lane on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed from FM 518 to FM 517
in League City daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. March 31.

Both the northbound entrance and south-
bound entrance ramps from FM 518 in League
City will be completely closed until further no-
tice. Motorists should use the entrance ramps
from SH 96.

The northbound exit ramp to FM 517 in
Dickinson will be completely closed until fur-
ther notice. Motorists should use the north-
bound exit ramp to Holland/Hughes.

Two outside northbound frontage road
lanes on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from
West Medical Boulevard to Bay Area Boule-
vard daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. through Fri-
day, May 5.

Church to host fall fest

Faith Missionary Baptist Church, 9850
Mango, will host its fall festival Saturday, Oct.
29, from 2 to 5 p.m. The event will feature
games, a moonwalk, nachos, snow ones, pop-
corn, candy and prizes.

Sagemeadow hosts fall fest

Sagemeadow will host its first-ever Fall Fes-
tival Saturday, Nov. 5, at Sagemeadow Park,
11219 Sageyork, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
event will commemorate Sagemeadow’s 50th
anniversary. It will feature food, games, con-
tests, crafts, vendors and more.

Organizers are seeking local vendors who
have seasonal crafts and items for sale. If in-
terested, email events@sagemeadow.org. For
more information, visit www.sagemeadow.
org/1stfallfestival.

Community garage sale set

The Riverstone Ranch at Clear Creek sub-
division will host a community garage sale
Saturday, Nov. 12. For additional information,
email rapackic @gmail.com.

Sagemont to meet Nov. 1

The Sagemont Civic Club will meet at 7
p-m. Tuesday, Nov. 1, at The Gardens, 12001
Beamer at Hughes. All Sagemont residents/
homeowners are invited to attend. Meetings
are typically held the first Tuesday of the
month.

Pop-Up Shop set for Nov. 6

The Gardens Pop-Up Shop will be held
Sunday, Nov. 6, at the Gardens Houston,
12001 Beamer at Hughes, from 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. Vendors will set up inside and outside
the venue. The Gardens Pop-Up Shop is an
opportunity for exhibitors, crafters and small
businesses in the South Belt-Ellington and
surrounding areas to sell and display merchan-
dise and promote their services.

Booths include arts and crafts, jams and
jellies, clothing, jewelry and many other cus-
tom and handmade items. Prepared food ven-
dors such as barbecue, funnel cakes and other
sweets will be on site. November will feature
an additional Pop-Up Shop on Sunday, Nov.
20. For more information, contact Kay Barbo-
ur at 713-419-3545.

H-E-B honors veterans

H-E-B, 9828 Blackhawk at Beltway 8, will
host a Veterans Day luncheon Friday, Nov. 11,
from noon to 2 p.m. All veterans are welcome
to attend.

St. Luke’s to honor veterans

St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church,
11011 Hall Road, will hold its annual veterans
blessing for all parishioners who have served
in the U.S. armed forces at 11 a.m. Saturday,
Nov. 5, at the rosary garden located on the
church campus. For more information, call Joe
Tristan at 713-249-2662.

City Council approves redistricting maps
New boundaries will not take effect until January 2024

Houston City Council voted Oct. 12 to ap-
prove and adopt a redistricting plan that will es-
tablish new boundaries of single-member City
Council districts effective January 2024.

Boundaries in the South Belt area will largely
go unchanged, with the community still divided
between District D, which encompasses all areas
west of the Gulf Freeway, and District E, which
includes all to the east.

District D is currently represented by Carolyn
Evans-Shabazz, while District E is represented
by Dave Martin.

The redistricting plan was developed based on
2020 Census data, redistricting criteria approved
by City Council, public input as well as analysis
by the Planning and Development Department,
the city’s demographer and the city’s legal coun-
sel.

Census 2020 data showed the distribution of
population among current City Council districts
is materially imbalanced, thus requiring redis-
tricting to comply with the “one-person, one-
vote” equal population principle established by
the U.S. Constitution.

City Council undertook the process of re-
districting in 2022 to establish new boundar-
ies more than a year before the November 2023
General Election. This will allow prospective
City Council candidates to verify residency eli-
gibility to run in a single-member district before
the November 2023 General Election filing peri-
od. The new district boundaries will be used for
the purpose of electing District Council Mem-
bers at the City General Election to be held Nov.
7,2023, and will go into effect for terms of office
beginning Jan. 2, 2024.

1 car crashes into 2 houses

time of the accident. Photo by Dean Baier

An alleged drunk driver ran into her own home the afternoon of Oct. 13 in the 9800 block
of Sagebud in the Sagemeadow subdivision. Witnesses said the 36-year-old female driver
had minutes earlier crashed into her neighbor’s house across the street. According to Pre-
cinct 2 officials, the resident reversed from her driveway at a high rate of speed, crashing
into her neighbor’s house, before then accelerating forward at a high rate of speed, crash-
ing into her own home. The uninjured driver was arrested on DWI charges, her third time
making it a felony. Authorities said the woman was also driving without a license at the

Suspect ID’d in fatal hit-and-run

The previously un-
known female driver in-
volved in the fatal Sept.
26 hit-and-run crash that
took place in the 9500
block of Clearwood Drive
near Edgebrook and the
Gulf Freeway, killing a
pedestrian, has been iden-
tified and charged.

The suspect, Chan-
tay Solano-Saldana, 26, =
isy charged with failure ~Chantay Saldana
to stop and render aid in the 263rd State District
Court. At press time, she was not in custody. A
2021 booking photo of Solano-Saldana is attached
to this story.

She is wanted for her role in the death of Evelina
Channel McKenzie, 37.

According to Houston Police Department offi-
cials, a black Dodge Charger was traveling south
at a high rate of speed at the above address around
1:20 a.m. when the vehicle veered off the street and
struck a light pole. The impact caused the Dodge to
roll over and then strike the victim, a pedestrian.

Paramedics pronounced the victim dead at the
scene. Witnesses told police they observed a fe-
male driver fleeing from the scene on foot.

Three passengers were inside the Dodge at the
time of the crash. They told police they had just met
the driver at a nightclub.

Officers detained the three for questioning. They
were said to have been cooperative.

Anyone with information on the whereabouts
of Solano-Saldana is urged to contact the Houston
Police Department’s Hit and Run Unit at 713-247-
4072 or speak anonymously to Crime Stoppers of
Houston at 713-222-TIPS (8477).

.

Dobie crowns king, queen

J

contest, winning the game 50-31.

Dobie High School crowned its 2022 homecoming king and queen at its varsity football game
against Sam Rayburn Friday, Oct. 21. Varsity football player Jalen Baldwin was crowned king,
while Nya Sanford was crowned queen. The Longhorns were victorious over the Texans in the

Photo by David Flickinger

“Representation matters, and redistricting re-
quires tough decisions that will affect our Coun-
cil districts for the next 10 years. The law re-
quires us to balance the populations of our Coun-
cil districts and that is what we accomplished
after much thoughtful discussion,” said Mayor
Sylvester Turner. “This is a complicated process
with many moving parts, and I fully appreciate
all the feedback we received from residents and
civic groups, as well as the hard work from of

our redistricting experts and Planning Depart-
ment employees.”

Redistricting public engagement opportuni-
ties included one virtual meeting and 12 in-per-
son town hall meetings, with at least one located
in each Council District. Residents could sub-
mit questions, comments and alternative plans
through an online portal and via email. The city
held three public hearings in July and offered

Continued on Page 2

Early voting currently underway

Early voting for the Nov. 8 general election is
currently underway and will continue through Fri-
day, Nov. 4. Races to be decided include governor,
lieutenant governor, attorney general, county judge,
county commissioner and multiple state and federal
representative positions.

In the race for governor, Republican incumbent
Greg Abbott is being challenged by Democrat Beto
O’Rourke. Also on the ballot are Libertarian can-
didate Mark Tippetts and Green candidate Delilah
Barrios.

In the lieutenant governor contest, Republican
incumbent Dan Patrick is being challenged by
Democrat Mike Collier. Also on the ballot is Liber-
tarian candidate Shanna Steele.

Competing for the position of attorney general
are Republican incumbent Ken Paxton, Democrat
Rochelle Mercedes Garza and Libertarian candi-
date Mark Ash.

In the race for U.S. House District 22, Republi-
can incumbent Rep. Troy Nehls is being challenged
by Democrat Jamie Kaye Jordan and Libertarian
candidate Joseph LeBlanc.

In the race for U.S. House District 29, Demo-
cratic incumbent Sylvia Garcia is being challenged
by Republican Robert Schafranek.

Competing to represent U.S. House District 36
are Republican incumbent Brian Babin and Demo-
cratic challenger Jon Haire.

In the contest to represent state House District
129, Republican incumbent Rep. Dennis Paul is be-

ing challenged by Democrat Kat Marvel.

In the race for Harris County judge, Democrat-
ic incumbent Lina Hidalgo is being challenged by
Republican Alexandra del Moral Mealer. See relat-
ed questionnaire on Page 3.

In the contest for Harris County Precinct 2
commissioner, Democratic incumbent Adrian
Garcia is being challenged by Republican can-
didate Jack Morman, who formerly held the po-
sition prior to Garcia. See related questionnaire
on Page 3. Continued on Page 2

Late bulletin
Jurors still deliberating

At press time, jurors continued to deliberate in
the capital murder trial of A.J. Armstrong, accused
of killing his mother, 1992 Dobie graduate Dawn
Whitely Armstrong, and her husband, Antonio
Armstrong, at the family’s Bellaire-area home in
2016.

This marks the second murder trial for the son,
only 16 at the time of the killings, as the first one
in 2019 ended in a hung jury. Jurors reportedly
returned a lengthy note to the court at the end of
Tuesday’s proceedings, but it was unclear at press
time what it contained. The story has made inter-
national news, as Antonio Armstrong was once a
star football player at Texas A&M University and
briefly played in the NFL for the Miami Dolphins.

Children now offered updated booster

Moderna updated bivalent COVID-19 booster
shots for children are now available at all Hous-
ton Health Department health centers and some
multi-service centers.

The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion announced the expansion allowing the up-
dated booster from Pfizer for children ages 5
through 11 years, and Moderna for children and
adolescents ages 6 through 17.

The department will offer the Pfizer booster
for children ages 5 and older once it receives a
shipment of those doses.

“This is an important time for children and
adults to get their vaccines and booster shots,”
said Dr. David Persse, chief medical officer for
the City of Houston. “The increased protection
will help against COVID-19 illness and death,
especially as we start heading into winter and the
Holiday season.”

The updated vaccines add Omicron BA .4 and
BA.5 protein components which help restore
protection that has waned since the previous vac-

cination and target recent Omicron variants that
are more transmissible and immune evading.

The department offers the shots at its four
health centers and several of its multi-service
centers. Doctors’ offices, pharmacies and clinics
also offer the vaccines and boosters.

Vaccinations at health department sites are
free and do not require insurance or proof of res-
idency.

Children may experience some side effects af-
ter receiving the booster including pain, swell-
ing, and redness in the arm where the shot was
given, fever, tiredness, headache, chills, muscle
or joint pain and swollen lymph nodes.

HHD ofters free COVID-19 testing that does
not require insurance at several of its multi-ser-
vice centers. Some department partner sites re-
quire insurance and ID for testing.

Visit houstonhealth.org or call the Houston
Health Department call center at 832-393-4220
for information on vaccine locations and sched-
ules.

Man Kkilled in Gulf Freeway crash

A man was killed in a single-vehicle crash
around 11:25 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 16, in the 13800
block of the Gulf Freeway service road near
Scarsdale.

The identity of the male victim, 40, was pend-
ing verification by the Harris County Institute of
Forensic Sciences at press time.

According to Houston Police department of-
ficials, witnesses stated the male was driving

Woman murdered

A 57-year-old woman was murdered outside
her apartment around 11:25 p.m. Friday, Oct. 14,
in the10900 block of Tanner Park Court near Al-
meda Mall. The identity of the female victim was
pending verification by the Harris County Institute
of Forensic Sciences at press time.

According to Houston Police Department offi-
cials, a witness reported hearing gunshots, opened
the front door of his apartment and then observed

a silver Honda Accord south on the freeway at
the above address and exited Scarsdale at a high
rate of speed. The vehicle struck a raised medi-
an on the ramp and then a light pole.

Paramedics were called and pronounced the
male dead at the scene.

No other vehicles or persons were involved in
the crash. The investigation was ongoing at press
time.

outside apartment

the victim, a family member, with multiple gunshot
wounds. Paramedics responded and pronounced
the woman dead at the scene.

At press time, there was no known suspect(s) or
motive for the shooting. Anyone with information
in this case is urged to contact the HPD Homicide
Division at 713-308-3600 or speak anonymously
with Crime Stoppers of Houston at 713-222-TIPS
(8477).

Suspect charged in June murder

Charges have been
filed against a suspect ar-
rested in the fatal shoot-
ing of a man that took
place this past June in
the 8200 block of Swiss
Lane near Almeda Ge-
noa and Monroe.

The suspect, Shane
Henry, 20, is charged
with capital murder in
the 174th State District
Court.

He is accused in the June 15 death of Anthony
Merchant, 59.

According to Houston Police Department of-
ficials, officers were dispatched to a shooting
call outside a residence at the above address and

Shane Henry

found Merchant unresponsive in the street. He
had suffered multiple gunshot wounds.

Paramedics transported Merchant to HCA
Houston Healthcare Clear Lake, where he was
pronounced dead. The unknown suspect(s) fled
the scene before officers arrived.

Further investigation identified Henry as the
suspect in this case. He was subsequently arrest-
ed and charged Wednesday, Oct. 12.

Detectives also learned Merchant was a fam-
ily member of a man fatally shot at the same
residence two nights earlier on June 13. The in-
vestigation into the June 13 fatal shooting is on-
going.

Anyone with information in this case is urged
to contact the HPD Homicide Division at 713-
308-3600 or Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS
(8477).
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Early voting currently underway

Continued from Page 1

Also on the ballot are a $1.2
billion county bond and a $478
million city bond, and multi-
ple local propositions. See last
week’s Leader for a complete
breakdown of the two bonds.

The last day to apply for
ballot by mail is Oct. 28 (re-
ceived, not postmarked).

Nearby early voting loca-
tions include the Harris Coun-
ty Scarsdale Annex, 10851
Scarsdale, and El Franco Lee

Community Center, 9500 Hall
Road. Voting hours are 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

For information or to see a
complete list of polling loca-
tions and sample ballot, visit
www.harrisvotes.com.

In My Opinion

Carraway gives good
sound advice

Elizabeth Martinez just called to let
me know she and her husband just
went to the post office to mail their mail-
in ballots. The postal clerk weighed the
ballots and they required $2.28 in post-
age for each ballot.

The clerk told them that quite a few
ballots had been returned for insuffi-
cient postage. The ballot is extra long
this election and can vary depending
on your county/city/jurisdiction, etc.

I would recommend that if you are
voting by mail that you weigh your bal-
lot or have it weighed at the post office
for postage required.

Linda Wolf

Carraway gives good
sound advice

5+ years ago, Hurricane Harvey
flooded this area. In the aftermath, we
didn’t notice the soil and grass missing
from Sabo, Fuqua and Beamer espla-
nades.

City of Houston Parks and Recreation
Dept. is responsible for these green
spaces throughout the Houston city lim-
its with budget consideration from City
Council members.

After Harvey, Federal remediation
funds may also have been available.

Please look at our area esplanades/
green spaces (exception: unincorporat-
ed area residents pay thousands of dol-
lars for landscaping and water annually).

But, Sabo, Fuqua and Beamer are
dependent on City of Houston to keep
our Green Space/Esplanades beautiful.

These 3 area thoroughfare espla-
nades need rehabilitation with soil and
grass.

Please: Call 311 and get a request
number to follow.the job.

Contact: District D Councilperson
Carolyn Evans-Shabazz; 832-393-3001.
email to; :districtd @ houstontx.gov.

We have 5 At-large Councilpersons
who represent the entire City of Houston
1. Mike Knox, 832-393-3014; Email: at-
large1 @houstontx.gov
2. David Robinson 832-393-3013. Email:
atlarge2 @ houstontx.gov
3. Michael Kubosh, 832-393-3005 Email:
atlarge3 @houstontx.gov
4. LetitiaPlummer, 832-393-3012 Email:
atlarge4 @ houstontx.gov
5. Sallie Alcorn, 832-393-3017 Email: at-
large5 @houstontx.gov

This remediation won’t happen with-
out your help. Squeaky wheels ...

Rosemary Carraway

Jackson writes
on “4-letter words”

Election cycles always see an upswing
of words and terms intentionally chosen by
paid professionals to be said -and be re-
peated again and again- to sway the poten-
tial voter into voting for, or against, a partic-
ular person or position.

Fear is one four-letter word and Fact is
another. While both convey information one
is intended to work on emotions, and the
other is directed toward reasoning. The dif-
ferences between the two is important. Es-
pecially in the voting booth.

These same political consultants know
that negative ads against an opponent are
more likely to sway the voter in the way they
want. Especially when their candidate has
few strong points to brag about; always “If
you can't talk up your guy, then talk down
their guy” What a sad way to run an elec-
tion.

And these consultants use this knowl-
edge to manipulate us, the voter, by preying
on our fears of change and the unknown.
They know we won'’t take the time to criti-
cally think about their latest PAC ad, their
latest ‘buzz-word” that is repeated by all the
news sources we follow. They know we're
too busy dealing with distractions at work,
or home, or play, to fact check what we
already choose to believe. After all, we al-
ready “know” our gut feeling is right. Right

Whenever we read, hear, or see things
we subconsciously react on built-in bias-
es. These reactions are a result of lifelong
conditioning. We seek and support those
ideas, things, and people which agree with
us. All those that make us feel good, and
right, and safe about ourselves. Converse-
ly, if any new information conflicts, or dis-
agrees, with our preconceived notions then
it must be wrong.

It's human nature, our animal instinct, to
do this. Therefore, it takes something spe-
cial to go inside and question our own be-
liefs. It takes serious gut-wrenching work to
wonder if we are being honest in our beliefs
or are we're just simply ‘going along to get
along! It's said, “Change isn't easy,” yet we
do it all the time. When we want to. Or when
we learn what we thought was right before
is no longer right. So, when it suits or pur-
pose we can change, and we do change.

Moreover, | believe there are also oth-
er four-letter words worth thinking about as
we vote to choose those who represent us.
Words like: Love or Hate; Help or Hurt; Give
or Take; Harm or Heal; Fake or Real.

Perhaps these choices are no less im-
portant today as they were in 1776 when
Thomas Paine said, “These are the times
that try men’s souls.” Ed Jackson

Toastmasters seeking news members

The Young Professional Southeast Toastmasters club is seeking new members. They meet vir-
tually every Monday at 6:30 p.m. Members will extend a warm welcome and envelop newcomes
in a friendly atmosphere, where meetings are designed for members to practice communication
and leadership skills. Join and learn how Toastmasters can help attendees find their voice and
transform themselves. By unleashing potential some never-before thought they possessed, goals
and dreams can be achieved. For information, visit this website to learn more about the club and
how to attend a session virtually, https://www.youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com.

Local library events set

In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. For information, visit https://houstonli-
brary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-
393-2580. Hours are: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesdays,
noon — 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 — 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Closed Sundays.

Tuesdays, 10:30 — 11 a.m. Outdoors storytime for all ages. Plan to enjoy a good story at Brace-

well in the fresh outdoors, weather permitting.

Visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events for more library events.
Parker Williams Library
Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Visit the website at https://www.
hepl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or call 832-927-7870.
The book drop is open. No late fees will be charged during the library closure. Social media
links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
Parker Williams ‘“No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”

— After receiving notification that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.

— Have a library card number and PIN handy.

— A pickup time and instructions will be given.

— Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.

— Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verification.

Hours are: Monday — Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday, 1- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Closed Sundays. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

You Can :

We WANT YOUR CLUNKER
How Can You Get It Here?

PUSHIT...

= PULLIT..

WANT TO FIGHT INFLATION?
INvesTMeNnT oPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!!

Concact Us For More Information.
Houston Auto Kmporium

12500 Scarsdale Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
www. houstonautoemp.com

281-481-1700

City of Houston
releases new district map

™

e o

e, o
M

s

N

B H

g
@

TNIONIAION

%,
2
e%%

HARRIS.

%

@ 2z
% H u z
3, H y .
% H EI R
v 2 ¢
AUENDALE AuENDALE
2 PAULINE 4
2 £ & avens ]
5 g g & §
H 2 < ]
S 3 150 3 H
3 g 8 o % g
H 5 g
3 ] 2
2 z A=
El %
3 > I
H
Acres h
£ §
E H
g g
onem F
T , “
aua " .
H b % %,
£
& 2
BW 8 : 2

STRANG

BH BTH

SAN AUGUSTINE

GooMu3aNN 310

PASADENA L

8
3

‘aoomuIaNn

FARRINGTON

waND

GENOA RED BLUFF

g,

g,
g
g,

e

- st

January 2024.

The City of Houston recently approved new district maps, which reportedly
better reflect the city’s demographics following the 2020 Census. The South
Belt community will continue to be divided between Carolyn Evans-Shaba-
zz’s District D and Dave Martin’s District E. The new maps will take effect

City approves new district maps

Continued from Page 1
an extended public com-
ment period. Residents were
also invited to use a comput-
er with specialized software
in the Planning Department
lobby to submit their own
alternative redistricting
plan.

Through the process, pro-

posed plans and revisions
were accessible to the public
on the redistricting website.

The redistricting web-
site  (www.letstalkhouston.
org/redistricting) has been
updated to reflect approved
revisions. Maps and voting
precinct and demograph-
ic data tables may also be

viewed at the site.

To verify one’s current
council district, visit www.
houstontx.gov/council/who-
ismycm.html.

Visit  www.letstalkhous-
ton.org/redistricting to com-
pare the existing district
boundaries to the approved
maps for each district.

Thompson
selects
Teacher
of the Month

Assistant football
coach and special ed-
ucation teacher Jacob
Arnold was voted on
by faculty and admin-
istration for October
Teacher of the Month
for Thompson Inter-
mediate.

Deaths

Margaret Mary

Dottie, Dominic and
the Cantalamessa family
moved from Chester, Pa. to
Newark, New Jersey in July
1960. In early November
1961, while visiting fam-
ily and friends in Chester,
Margaret Mary was born on
Nov. 2 at Scared Heart Hos-
pital.

When Margaret Mary
was nine, the family moved
to the South Belt area of
Houston.

There she attended
Stuchbery Elementary and
Thompson  Intermediate.
While at Thompson she
was a twirler and played
flute in the band.

She graduated from Do-
bie High in 1979. For a
while she worked at the lo-
cal Sear's Surplus store and
attended Lamar University
in Beaumont.

After graduation from
San Jacinto College X-Ray
Tech  School, Margaret
Mary worked at Memorial
Hermann Southeast Hospi-
tal for 34 years as an X-ray
tech.

She loved working with
the elderly and challenged
patients.

Margaret Mary was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band Steven Musachia.
They lived in Bayou Vista
where Steven enjoyed fish-
ing, hunting, and barbecu-
ing supported by Margaret
Mary, even though hunting
was not her thing.

She is survived by her
parents Dottie and Domi-
nic; her sister Mary Rose
Burk; and brothers George
(Mona) and Nick (Mar-
gie) Cantalamessa. She is
also survived by nieces and

nephews Bridgid, Aman-
da and Matthew Burk and
Kirby, Olivia, Alana, Eliz-
abeth and David Cantala-
messa; and great-nephews
Levi and Oliver Burk.

She also will be espe-
cially missed by her loving
dog Dove, who followed
her every where she went.

She was preceded in
death by brother Joseph
Cantalamessa.

Friends and especial-
ly her Memorial Her-
mann Southeast Hospi-
tal co-workers are invited
to attend her viewing at
Peevey  Funeral home,
12440 Beamer, from 5 to 8
p.m. on Nov. 3 with a rosa-
ry to be recited at 6:30 p.m.

A funeral Mass will be
held at 11 a.m. Friday, Nov.
4 at St. Luke The Evange-
list, 11011 Hall Road.

A reception at St. Luke’s
will follow interment at
South Park East, 2160 Gulf
Freeway, Webster.

John Manuel
Urdiales Jr.

John Manuel Urdiales Jr.
died Oct. 22, 2022, at age
85. He was born in Houston
on Sept. 5, 1937, to John
Manuel Urdiales Sr. and
Julia Reyes Rodriguez Ur-
diales.

He is preceded in death
by his parents and his
brothers Richard and Ste-
phen Urdiales.

In 1986 he married Elea-
nor Carol Bradley Urdiales
who survives him. Other
survivors include his sons
John Manuel III, Jona Mi-
chael, and Alejandro Urdia-
les; his grandchildren Julia
Megan Urdiales, Jaden Ur-
diales, Jacob Urdiales, and
Sean Chavez; and his sis-

ters Martha Brockman and
Rose Melchor Urdiales.

John was a proud Marine
and even wore the Marine
insignia on his face mask
during COVID and on his
walker as his knees weak-
ened.

He was a diver in the
Marines and suffered injury
that required cornea trans-
plants. He was an amateur
magician and he loved to
dance.

He took college classes
in Maryland and in Hous-
ton. He was in the oil busi-
ness for a while, then went
into sales for manufactur-
ing companies. He was
proud that he was the first
Latino chairman of the lo-
cal Houston Chapter 29 of
the Society of Manufactur-
ing Engineers (SME) from
1994-1995 and taught SME
classes.

John was a member of St.
Luke the Evangelist Catho-
lic Church and the Knights
of Columbus council 9201.
He recently received his
gold card for 25 years with
the Knights. He chaired the
K of C Blood Drive at St.
Luke’s for 30 years, col-
lecting more than 5,000
units of blood. This year
he was awarded the Bill T.
Teague Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the Gulf
Coast Regional Blood Cen-
ter. In his final act of help-
ing others, he donated his
body to science.

The Rev. Douglas Guth-
rie will preside over a me-
morial Mass for John at
11 a.m. Friday, Oct. 28,
at St. Luke the Evangelist
Church, 1101 Hall Road.
To honor John’s memo-
ry, one can donate blood
at a neighborhood blood
drive, where one works, or
at the Gulf Coast Regional
Blood Center in Pasadena
or Pearland; or make a do-
nation in John’s name to St.
Luke the Evangelist Capital
Campaign.

Leader
obituary

policy

Obituaries submitted to the
Leader are published free of
charge. There must
be a South Belt connection.
Obituaries are
edited to conform to
the Leader style.

Meet the legends from upcoming Wings Over Houston Airshow

Attendees at the upcoming
Wings Over Houston Airshow,
taking place at Ellington Airport
on Oct. 29-30, will have the op-
portunity to meet notable guests
from aviation and aerospace in
the Legends and Heroes Tent pri-
or to the headlining performanc-
es by the U.S. Navy Blue Angels.
These flying aces, decorated war
heroes, veterans and living leg-
ends of flight will be present to
sign autographs and share stories.

“The Legends and Heroes
Tent reflects the heart of the air-
show as we exist to honor them
and bring history to life,” said
Bill Roach, executive director
of Wings Over Houston. “The
sacrifices these individuals have
made for our freedom have sig-
nificantly contributed to the ad-
vancement of flight, not only in
the sky, but also in space. It is a
privilege to host them and pro-
vide a platform to share their
stories and passion for their
country.” Special guests making
appearances at the tent will be:

— Frank Emond: One of the
last survivors of Pearl Harbor, he
was aboard the battleship USS
Pennsylvania on Dec. 7, 1941
and witnessed the Japanese at-
tack. As the band played morn-
ing colors, he saw the first bomb
drop and explode at a hangar on
Ford Island. After seven years of
playing the horn, Emond became
a Navy bandleader. He retired in
1968.

— Gene Kranz: Kranz is a
well-known NASA figure for
his time as flight director during
Gemini and Apollo missions.
He received numerous awards,
including the Presidential Med-
al of Freedom from President
Richard Nixon for Apollo 13,
and his designation as a Distin-
guished Member of the Senior
Executive Service by President
Ronald Reagan. After retire-
ment, He served as a flight en-
gineer on a B-17 “Flying For-
tress,” constructed an aerobatic bi
plane. In April 2000, he pub-
lished his memoir about the
space program, called “Failure Is
Not an Option: Mission Control
from Mercury to Apollo 13 and
Beyond.” His book, was selected
by the History Channel as the ba-
sis for a documentary.

— Graciela Tiscarefio-Sato:
Tiscarefio-Sato is a graduate of
the University of California at
Berkeley, School of Environ-
mental Design, where she earned
a degree in Environmental De-
sign/Architecture  while com-
pleting the Aerospace Studies
program as an AFROTC schol-
arship cadet. After Berkeley, she
joined the active-duty Air Force
and completed Undergraduate
Navigator Training at Mather
Air Force Base in Sacramento.
During her military career, Gra-
ciela lived on or visited four con-
tinents and flew for thousands
of hours. As an instructor, she

taught GPS systems, navigation
systems and more in the class-
room and in the cockpit. She
was one of very few women that
served on the NATO Battlestaff
in Vicenza, Italy during the con-
flict in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

She authored the award-win-
ning entrepreneurship book “Lat-
innovating: Green American Jobs
and the Latinos Creating Them,”
which highlights Hispanic entre-
preneurs in the green economy.
She is the author of an Amazon
bestselling bilingual children’s
book titled “Good Night Captain
Mama/Buenas Noches Capitin
Mama,” the first bilingual chil-
dren’s book about why mommies
serve in the military. This book
was honored at the American Li-
brary Association National Con-
vention in the category of “Best
Educational Children’s Book —
Bilingual.” Since then, it’s won
awards in competitions among
military ~ writers, independent
publishers and the prestigious
Writers Digest Magazine. The
second award-winning book in
the series (“Captain Mama’s Sur-
prise”) published in 2016, was re-
viewed in School Library Journal

and featured in USA Today.

— SSGT George Truman Wa-
ters: Waters was just 21 years
old when he was drafted. The
trouble would follow him to the
war where he served as a B-17
gunner. After flying 14 missions
in 22 days, he was shot down on
Feb. 22, 1944. His book, “No
Thought for Tomorrow,” details
his experiences, including when
he had to bail from the B-17 as
it fell apart and crashed during
combat. While he survived with a
front-loader parachute he put on
right before the flight, he would
ultimately spend 15 months as a
prisoner of war in Germany —
where he was interrogated and
walked over 600 miles across the
Nazi-controlled country. Today,
Waters — who also nearly died
as a child from scarlet fever —
believes “ignorance is bliss” and
the secret to a long life is to “not
dig too much, and when you’rer
in a hole — stop digging.” His
wife, is Mavis, 101, who he mar-
ried the week before the Pearl
Harbor attack in 1941.”

— Lt. Col. James Harvey III:
Harvey is a retired United States
Army Air Corps officer and for-

mer African-American fight-
er pilot with the 332nd Fighter
Group’s 99th Fighter Squadron,
best known as the Tuskegee Air-
men, “Red Tails,” or among en-
emy German pilots, Schwartze
Vogelmenschen (“black  bird-
men”). He is one of the 1007
documented Tuskegee Airmen
pilots. He is best known as the
first African-American USAF
jet fighter combat pilot to fight in
the Korean War. Harvey and his
332nd Fighter Group Weapons
pilot team won the USAF’s in-
augural “Top Gun” competition
in 1949. Harvey — along with
every member of the Tuskegee
Airmen — received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal in 2006. He,
along with Dr. Harold Brown,
George Hardy, and fellow 1949
Top Gun winner Harry Stewart
Jr., are among the last surviving
members of the Tuskegee Air-
men.
— Ralph Coleman Graham:
Author of “12 Minutes: The Un-
told Story of the Ghost Plane at
the Battle of the Bulge,” Cole-
man tells the true, and riveting,
story of divine intervention in
one of WWII’s most historic bat-

tles. Coleman, at the age of 18,
volunteered 14 months before
Pearl Harbor and the Declaration
of War. His book conveys the
horror and turmoil of the Battle
with striking honesty and objec-
tivity. The book excels as his ex-
amination of God’s guiding hand
in the affairs of man and an ac-
count of one particular celestial
intervention that brought a crew
of Americans home while thou-
sands perished all around them.
Col. Joe McPhail: McPhail
flew with the most successful
Marine Fighting Squadron of
1945 was VMF-323, the “Death
Rattlers” In just a few weeks,
they shot down 1242 Japa-
nese and counted a dozen Aces.
McPhail downed a Zeke and, on
April 12, 1945, while on patrol
flying a FAU Corsair, shot day

an War.

Capt. Don Smith: Finish-
ing at the top of his class with
the USAF Undergraduate Pilot
Training in 1968, Smith’s first
assignment piloting the F-106
at Langley AFB, VA with the
48th  Fighter-Interceptor ~ Sq.
But first to Perrin AFB, TX for
F-102 school then on to Tyndall
AFB, FL for F-106s. He served
with the 57th FIS at Keflavik,
Iceland flying F-102s to protect
P-3s from Soviet bombers vio-
lating NATO airspace. Back to
Tyndall AFB piloting F-101s,
he oversaw test projects like the
PQM-102(drone). Don left ac-
tive duty and joined the Texas Air
National Guard at Ellington. Af-
ter his military service he flew for
Delta Airlines, becoming a senior
check airman on the Boeing 777.

Ki-27 Nate. He is a decorated Sharon Caples McDougle:
combat pilot veteran of the Kore- Continued on Page 8
Bay Area Jewelers

19054 Gulf Fwy.

WE BUY GOLD!

Jewelry & Watch repair on site

Located outside Baybrook Mall across from Forever 21

281-488-8067

Rev.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Catholic Church
Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor

11011 Hall Rd.

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Sunday

Tuesday & Thursday

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
(Modified during COVID-19)

*Also Available on Facebook Live
Monday, Wednesday & Friday

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)

5:30 p.m.
8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
1 p.m. Misa en Espafiol*

9 a.m.
7 p-m.

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office:

in a spirit of love,

Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251
Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord

281-481-6816

sharing, and hope.

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care
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New Covenant Christian

Blackhaw

based child care for the local community. Director
Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take
perfect care of your children while you work.

£i 281.481.2003

www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com
10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
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The Leader sent ques-
tionnaires to all candidates
seeking the positions of
Harris County judge and

Precinct 2 commissioner.
County judge candidates
include Democratic in-

cumbent Lina Hidalgo and
Republican challenger Al-
exandra del Moral Mealer,
while commissioner candi-
dates include Democratic
incumbent Adrian Garcia
and Republican challenger
Jack Morman. Of those, all
but Hidalgo responded.

The following respons-
es run unedited and appear
in the order they are on the
ballot.

Office of Harris
County
Commissioner,
Precinct 2

Jack Morman

Age:44

Occupation: Attorney
Education: Graduate of Bay-
lor University and the Baylor
University Law School
Marital Status / Children:
Married with a son and
daughter. Jordan is 15. Trey

is 14.

What makes you best
qualified to serve the con-
stituents of Harris County
Precinct 2? (100 words or
less)

I served successfully as
the Commissioner of Precinct
Two for eight years from
2011 until 2019. My experi-
ence, judgment, and charac-
ter make me the most quali-
fied to serve in this position
again. I will focus on public
safety and basic services that
are no longer being provided
sufficiently.

Do you have any political
experience? (50 words or
less)

I served as the Precinct
Two Commissioner for two
terms from 2011 until 2019.

What, if any, endorse-
ments do you have? (50
words or less)

Every major law enforce-
ment group, three consta-
bles, two former sheriffs,
members of Congress and
the Texas Legislature, two
members of Commission-
ers Court, former Court
members, local mayors, and
community leaders. Com-
plete list at www.electjack-
morman.com

Do you have any direct
ties to the South Belt com-
munity? (50 words or less)

Yes. I grew up in Deer
Park. However, both my
wife and 1 have many
friends and family members
in South Belt.

If elected, what would
you do to improve the
South Belt community?
(50 words or less)

I would strive to unite
the South Belt area. Cur-
rently South Belt is divided
between two different com-

Genealogical program Oct. 28

OnOct. 28, at 7 p.m., there will be an online meeting for the Bay
Area Genealogical Society of Houston. Details will be posted on
the Bay Area Genealogical Society website. Check out the topics
and links to access meetings on BAGS website at www.TxBayAre

aGen.org.

Shera Broussard LaPoint will be the presenter on the topic of
Law enforcement use of genetic genealogy.

For more information either call Kim at 281-992-2636 or
email newsletter @ TxBayAreaGen.org.
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missioner precincts. I will
advocate to include El Fran-
co Lee Park into Precinct 2.

What one main proj-
ect would you like to ac-
complish if elected? (100
words or less)

The improvement of pub-
lic safety, better support for
law enforcement and a re-
turn to the prioritization of
fundamental services.

What do you see as the
main role of Commission-
ers Court? (100 words or
less)

Public safety, infrastruc-
ture, flood control, protect-
ing and developing jobs,
parks, community services
to seniors and veterans,
and stewardship of Harris
Health.

‘What do you see as the
biggest hurdle for Com-
missioners Court? (100
words or less)

A lack of focus and a
lack of ability to work to-
gether because of the tactics
of the Democratic majority.

In recent years, Com-
missioners Court has be-
come more divided among
party lines. What steps
would you take to mend
these divides? (100 words
or less)

Unlike my opponent, I
would be a focused, hon-
est broker who understands
both his duty to my precinct
and the people of Harris
County. I would be a leader
focused on real results and
not headlines, partisanship
and bullying.

In August 2021, the Tex-
as Supreme Court upheld
Gov. Greg Abbott’s ban
on local mask mandates,
overriding local munici-
palities that had - follow-
ing CDC recommenda-
tions — put such mandates
in place. Do you agree with
this ruling? (100 words or
less)

Yes.

Do you support a pri-
vate business’s right to re-
fuse service to unvaccinat-
ed patrons? (100 words or
less)

I support the rights of lo-

cal businesses to do as they
see best.

Recent maps approved
by the Democrat-led Com-
missioners Court effec-
tively swapped the bulk of
geographic areas in Pre-
cinct 3 and Precinct 4 — the
two districts run by Re-
publicans. Many viewed
this as partisan and possi-
ble even vindictive. What
are your thoughts on the
measure? (100 words or
less)

The Democrat majority
on Commissioners Court,
of which my opponent is a
member, unjustly and un-
fairly gerrymandered the
entire county for political
gain. It was dishonest, un-
necessary and left a lot of
voters alienated.

The recent redistricting
measure also now places
the South Belt community
in Precinct 2 rather than
Precinct 1 but leaves El
Franco Lee Park in Pre-
cinct 1, upsetting many
community leaders. What
are your thoughts on this?
(100 words or less)

A new Commissioners
Court should reconsider
many of the horrible calls
made during the redistrict-
ing. As I said above, I will
do everything I can to unite
South Belt, including El
Franco Lee Park.

Constable funding has
come under fire in re-
cent years, as Precinct 2
and Precinct 8 - the two
districts that patrol the
South belt community -
receiving significantly less
funding than their coun-
terparts. Do you support
measures to make fund-
ing equal for all precincts?
(100 words or less)

I support equalization
based on need and calls for
service and the area cov-
ered. This should be a prior-
ity.

The Harris County
criminal court system has
become backlogged with
tens of thousands of cas-
es. What steps would you
take to improve this? (100

A TRULY ENCHANTING
HOLIDAY DESTINATION
NOVEMBER 19 - JANUARY 7

Hotel Packages Available Now!

ICELANDisback ==

withacoolisland themel o

Save Big:

Value Days, Group Rates and Discounts.
Online Always: The best deals are always at www.moodygardens.org

words or less)

Fix the criminal justice
system and hold the judicia-
ry accountable.

The current bail system
has also come under fire
in recent years, with op-
ponents claiming danger-
ous criminals are routine-
ly released on little to no
bail, only to commit more
crimes. What steps would
you take to prevent this?
(100 words or less)

We first need to elect
judges that come to work
and prioritize public safe-
ty over political games or
anti-law enforcement posi-
tions.

A study of the county’s
contract constable pro-
gram has been proposed
to evaluate its efficacy. Do
you support this measure?
(100 words or less)

No. Such a study can be
performed internally and
without spending more on
unnecessary and wasteful
consultants who know noth-
ing of Harris County, as my
opponent has done.

Adrian Garcia

Age: 61

Occupation: Harris County
Commissioner, Precinct 2
Education: Houston Police
Academy

Marital Status / Children:
Married, 1 child

What makes you best
qualified to serve the con-
stituents of Harris County
Precinct 2? (100 words or
less)

I have nearly four de-
cades of public service ex-
perience in the areas of
law enforcement, gover-
nance and legislation. I ran
for County Commissioner
in 2018 because I saw no
one in county leadership in
Precinct 2 working for the
people. We have complete-
ly turned that around in the
Precinct 2 office. Through-
out my public service career
and for the past three years
as Commissioner, I have
served those in our com-
munity who have been left
behind or left without. I am
working hard every day to
make Precinct 2 safer and
more affordable for all our
families.

Do you have any politi-
cal experience? (50 words
or less)

I served on Houston City
Council representing Dis-
trict H from 2004 to 2007.
I was Mayor Pro Tem for
part of my time on Council.
I served as Harris County
Sheriff from 2009 to 2015. I
have served as Harris Coun-
ty Commissioner, Precinct
2, from 2019 to the present.

What, if any, endorse-
ments do you have? (50
words or less)

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez, the
Houston Chronicle, Texas
Gulf Coast AFL-CIO, Area
5 Democrats, SEIU Tex-
as, Harris County Tejano
Democrats, Houston Black
American Democrats, Har-
ris County Young Dem-
ocrats, Texas Democrats
with Disabilities, Bay Area
Democratic Movement,
LGBTQ+ Political Caucus,
Sierra Club, Planned Par-
enthood Texas Votes, Lati-
no Labor Leadership Coun-
cil of Southeast Texas and
more.

Do you have any direct
ties to the South Belt com-
munity? (50 words or less)

I'am proud to have served
the South Belt Community
for a combined 10 years as
Sheriff and County Com-
missioner, working to keep
South Belt families safe and
healthy and to help small
business thrive. I recognize
the importance of the grow-
ing unincorporated area
of south Belt and that The
Leader and the Chamber
have done tremendous work
in the community. I intend
to stay very active there.

If elected, what would
you do to improve the
South Belt community?
(50 words or less)

Flood improvement is
one of my priorities. We
completed an average of
more than 1 million linear
feet of ditch maintenance,
and broke ground on numer-
ous flood control projects,
and continue to look for
more revenue to finish proj-
ects that were supposed to
be funded by the 2018 flood
bond.

What one main proj-
ect would you like to ac-
complish if elected? (100
words or less)

First among many pri-
orities is increasing public
safety. Law enforcement
spending has INCREASED
by 20% since I took office.
Our public safety Invest-
ments are working. Accord-
ing to Texas Department of
Public Safety data, Crime
rates are down this year:
murder is down 11.7%; ag-
gravated assault is down
9.7%; rape is down 32.8%;
and robbery is down 9.7%.
I have championed Shot
Spotter, a pilot project help-
ing law enforcement deter-
mine where guns have been
fired in Harris County so
they can respond immedi-
ately. And I created VIPER,
a task force that is rounding
up violent persons with out-
standing warrants.

What do you see as the
main role of Commission-
ers Court? (100 words or
less)

Each  Harris County
Commissioner is in charge
of infrastructure, parks and
outreach programs in their
precinct. In addition, Com-
missioners set policies for
the entire county and man-
age the budget for county
departments and agencies.
My focus has been on pub-
lic safety, education, jobs,
healthy families and flood
protection. I am proud of
the significant investment in
public health I have cham-
pioned, including real-time
air quality monitors to pro-
tect families from toxins in
our air, particularly during
chemical emergencies. I am
just getting started and want
to continue this work to im-
prove the lives of Precinct 2
residents.

What do you see as the
biggest hurdle for Com-
missioners Court? (100
words or less)

More local control. We
need the state government
to quit playing politics and
let us do our job. It’s our job
to keep our residents safe
and provide services. Yet,
the governor and the legis-
lature have stripped us of
the power to protect our res-
idents from environmental
hazards, flooded our com-
munities with guns without
background checks or re-
quired training, and choked
off our ability to raise the
revenue we need to do our
job.

In recent years, Com-
missioners Court has be-
come more divided among
party lines. What steps
would you take to mend
these divides? (100 words

or less)
We need to all work to-
gether for the residents

of Harris County. When I
proposed the third straight
property tax decrease for
Harris County, I negotiated
with our Republican com-
missioners to ensure that
they would participate in a
vote to set the tax rate and
keep the county open. I was
a leader in efforts to reach
a compromise tax rate and
budget during the current
impasse. I secured a unani-
mous vote for the 10% min-
imum bail rule. I am willing
to work with all my col-
leagues to provide the ser-
vices our residents need and
deserve.

In August 2021, the Tex-
as Supreme Court upheld
Gov. Greg Abbott’s ban
on local mask mandates,
overriding local munici-
palities that had - follow-
ing CDC recommenda-
tions — put such mandates
in place. Do you agree with
this ruling? (100 words or
less)

No one knows a commu-
nity better than the people
who live and work there. As
I said above, the state needs
to allow local elected offi-
cials to do their jobs. Pro-
tecting our community from
COVID is a public health
issue, not a political issue.
While mask mandates are
not needed at this time, We
need everyone to get their
vaccines and booster shots.
I am proud to have distrib-
uted thousands of vaccine
doses to eligible seniors and
essential workers.

Do you support a pri-
vate business’s right to re-
fuse service to unvaccinat-
ed patrons? (100 words or
less)

Yes. If a businessperson
wants to protect his or her
customers and staff, they
have the right to refuse ser-
vice to unvaccinated per-
sons. We need to keep our
businesses open to ensure
our economy stays strong.
They cannot stay open
if staff has to quarantine
when they are exposed to
COVID or customers refuse
to patronize them because
they don’t feel safe there. I
worked to ensure that Har-
ris County’s forgivable
loan program funds went to
small businesses in Precinct
2 so they could stay open
during the pandemic, keep-
ing our economy going and
ensuring jobs are not lost.
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Potential Harris County officials answer South Belt Leader questionnaire

Recent maps approved
by the democrat-led Com-
missioners Court effec-
tively swapped the bulk of
geographic areas in Pre-
cinct 3 and Precinct 4 — the
two districts run by Re-
publicans. Many viewed
this as partisan and pos-
sible even vindictive. What
are your thoughts on the
measure? (100 words or
less)

1 categorically reject
those views. Populations are
changing in Harris Coun-
ty. We are constitutionally
bound to protect the princi-
ple of one person, one vote.
In addition, boundaries for
political entities should re-
flect the people who live in
a community and not be con-
cerned with which political
party should win a particular
seat.

The recent redistricting
measure also now places
the South Belt community
in Precinct 2 rather than
Precinct 1 but leaves El
Franco Lee Park in Pre-
cinct 1, upsetting many
community leaders. What
are your thoughts on this?
(100 words or less)

It’s unfortunate that EI
Franco Lee Park was not put
into Precinct 2 with the rest
of the South Belt communi-
ty. I will personally appeal to
my colleague Commissioner
Ellis to re-consider allowing
the annual Barbeque Cook-
Off to be held there. If un-
successful, I will diligently
work to find another loca-
tion. I also commit to look-
ing at the vacant, undevel-
oped county-owned property
in South Belt for develop-
ment into more green space
in the community.

Constable funding has
come under fire in recent
years, as Precinct 2 and
Precinct 8 — the two dis-
tricts that patrol the South
belt community — receiving
significantly less funding
than their counterparts.
Do you support measures
to make funding equal for
all precincts? (100 words
or less)

Constable precincts
should all receive the same
basic funding. However, in
areas of high crime and addi-
tional need, I would support
additional funding until the
crime rate there is reduced
and community needs are
met. As I pointed out above,
improving public safety is
one of my highest priorities,
which I have worked on dil-
igently the past three years.
Constables are a major part
of our public safety system
and they need to have the re-
sources to keep our commu-
nities safe.

The Harris County
criminal court system has
become backlogged with
tens of thousands of cas-
es. What steps would you
take to improve this? (100
words or less)

I won Commissioners’
approval to add additional
funding for the District At-
torney’s Office and Pre-Tri-
al Services to help with
the county’s backlog of
non-violent criminal cases,
which will free up the jus-
tice system to focus on vi-
olent crime. We approved
the creation of a new crim-
inal court and the hiring of
three visiting judges to clear
the backlog in our criminal
court that is contributing to
crime. Because of these and
other initiatives, the overall
felony court backlog is down
by 23% and the overall mis-
demeanor court backlog is
down by 26%. We are con-
tinuing to make substantial
progress.

The current bail system
has also come under fire
in recent years, with op-
ponents claiming danger-
ous criminals are routine-
ly released on little to no
bail , only to commit more
crimes. What steps would
you take to prevent this?
(100 words or less)

Violent offenders should
not be on our streets, period.
Sadly, there is a lot of mis-
information being spread for
political purposes. Misde-
meanor bail reform, which
I support, is not connected
to this crisis. Our judges are
setting higher and higher
bail amounts for violent of-
fenders, but the bail bonds
industry is giving higher and
higher discounts to these of-
fenders so they can get out
of jail. We recently success-
fully advocated that the Bail
Bond Board require a ten
percent minimum on bond
payments. We should make
it more difficult for violent
offenders to get out of jail.

A study of the county’s
contract constable pro-
gram has been proposed to
evaluate its efficacy. Do you
support this measure? (100
words or less)

That proposal was with-
drawn in 2019 and there are
no plans for another study.

VOTE

Office of Harris
County
Judge

Incumbent, Harris County
Judge Lena Heldago’s
office said they would
submit the questionnaire,
but did not even when given
additional time.

Alexandra del
Moral Mealer

Age: 38

Occupation: Energy Invest-
ment Banker
Education: West
Harvard JD/MBA
Marital Status/Children

: married with 2 kids

Why are you running
for the position of county
judge? (100 words or less)

I watched as petty crime
in my neighborhood turned
into violent crime and our
local officials refused to
even acknowledge the prob-
lem. When I launched my
campaign public safety was
my top priority, yet wasn’t
a priority for our County
Judge. We have enough re-
sources in Harris County to
make every neighborhood
safe, not just for my kids but
for every kid in our commu-
nity. The position of County
Judge, along with the votes
of the other Commissioners,
has the power of the purse
through our county budget
over our jails, law enforce-
ment, evidence processing,
and our court system.

What makes you best
qualified to serve the con-
stituents of Harris Coun-
ty? (100 words or less)

I have a plan. It starts
with more law enforcement
working in our jails and pa-
trolling our neighborhoods
and I have committed to
fund 1,000 additional law
enforcement positions once
in office. In addition, we
know that the current back-
log of cases is unacceptable
and funding will be needed
for additional prosecutors,
evidence processing and
courtroom hours to move
and I am committed to pro-
viding the resources to make
that happen. I have the abil-
ity to work across the aisle
as long as our primary goal
is addressing crime, my hy-
per-partisan opponent can-
not do that.

What do you see as the
main role(s) of county
judge? (100 words or less)

The first and foremost re-
sponsibility of any local of-
ficial is to protect the most
vulnerable—our local lead-
ers were failing in that re-
sponsibility so I stepped up
and raised my hand.

Do you have any politi-
cal experience? (50 words
or less)

T have never sought elect-
ed office before however I
do have experience dealing
with burdensome govern-
ment regulations, bureau-
cratic processes, and work-
ing with those with whom I
may disagree.

What, if any, endorse-
ments do you have? (50
words or less)

I have the endorsement
of twenty law enforcement
organizations, the Houston
Chronicle, Mattress Mack,
Houston news legend Dave
Ward, among many others
that can be found at alex-
andramealer.com/endorse-
ments/

Do you have any direct
ties to the South Belt com-
munity? (50 words or less)

I didn’t prior to this cam-
paign but after campaigning
for more than a year I feel
as though I have gotten to
know and connected with
nearly every community in
our county including the
South Belt.

Current County Judge
Lina Hidalgo recent-
ly made headlines when
three of her staffers were
indicted on felony charges
but retained their jobs
while they await trial (one
had already voluntarily
stepped down). What are
your feelings about this?
(100 words or less)

It’s a reflection on her
leadership that three of her
senior staffers felt comfort-
able enough with the behav-
ior they displayed. What’s
worse is that she has kept
one of the indicted staffers
on as her Chief-of-staff. I
believe people are innocent
until proven guilty howev-
er if an employee who has
access to sensitive informa-

Point,

tion and is in a position of
authority is indicted, they
should at least be put on
leave until and unless they
are cleared of any wrongdo-
ing.

In recent years, Com-
missioners Court has be-
come more divided among
party lines. What steps
would you take to mend
these divides? (100 words
or less)

Our priority on Commis-
sioners Court will be public
safety and as long as we are
in agreement that that is the
top priority, we will be able
to work together. My obliga-
tion as Judge will be to res-
idents above partisanship.
Prior to Lina’s administra-
tion, Harris County worked
in a bipartisan fashion and
didn’t get bogged down in
left vs. right. That’s what I
believe we need to be mov-
ing toward. Furthermore, I
think there is an opportuni-
ty to work more efficiently
with cities in the County
and am very proud to have
the support of many mayors
within the county.

What do you see as the
biggest hurdle for Harris
County? (100 words or
less)

The biggest issue facing
Harris County is the law-
lessness allowed to fester
because Lina Hidalgo has
starved the criminal justice
system of much needed re-
sources. To tackle this un-
precedented rise in crime
there is a funding element
and a legal element. Starting
on Day 1, I will file a motion
dissolving the ODonnell
Consent Decree and pro-
pose a mission statement for
a safer County; by day 30
we will have an interagency
law enforcement summit, by
day 60 we will fund 1,000
additional law enforcement
to help with response times,
deterrence, catching violent
offenders, and making our
jail safer.

What main goal would
you like to accomplish if
elected county judge? (50
words or less)

My main goal is to ag-
gressively fund our en-
tire criminal justice sys-
tem which will expedite
the court case backlog and
close the revolving door at
the county jail.

Recent maps approved
by the democrat-led Com-
missioners Court effec-
tively swapped the bulk of
geographic areas in Pre-
cinct 3 and Precinct 4 — the
two districts run by Re-
publicans. Many viewed
this as partisan and possi-
ble even vindictive. What
are your thoughts on the
measure? (100 words or
less)

It was done to punish
the Republican members of
Commissioners Court and
try to make their re-elec-

tions harder. But, while
trying to punish their col-
leagues, the Democratic

majority in effect disenfran-
chised millions of voters
who selected their repre-
sentation and had no say in
the change. Taxpayers who
were used to their repre-
sentation, had connections
within the office to help
address neighborhood con-
cerns, and some who were
gearing up for the chance to
cast their vote again had all
of that stripped from them
because of a decision made
by a select few.

The recent redistricting
measure also now places
the South Belt community
in Precinct 2 rather than
Precinct 1 but leaves El
Franco Lee Park in Pre-
cinct 1, upsetting many
community leaders. What
are your thoughts on this?
(100 words or less)

Similar to above, I feel
that the recent redistricting
was done for political pur-
poses rather than with the
community in mind.

Constable funding has
come under fire in re-
cent years, as Precinct 2
and Precinct 8 - the two
districts that patrol the
South belt community -
receiving significantly less
funding than their coun-
terparts. Do you support
measures to make fund-
ing equal for all precincts?
(100 words or less)

I believe every resident
deserves the same level of
security regardless of what
part of the county they live
in. We need more policing
not less.

A study of the county’s
contract constable pro-
gram has been proposed
to evaluate its efficacy. Do
you support this measure?
(100 words or less)

T have long been support-
ive of the contract deputy
program.

For more
voting
info see story on
Page 1
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South Belt recognizes October Super Steers

South Belt Elementary faculty have selected this month’s Super
Steers. Chosen by their teachers, these students were recognized
based on their ability to display kindness, the character trait of the
month for October. Photographed above are, left to right, (first row)
Stephen Arevalo, Xavier Puente, Kymora Tair, Olivia Mendoza,
Monserrat Gongora, Mekhala Caballero, Gabriella Varhese, Kailee
Wilson, Zay’Lah Saylor, (second row) Liam Gonzales, Aubree Mar-
tinez, Josiah Babalola, Avery Pavlock, Alex Rodriguez, Darien Jack-

son, (third row) Faith Cavazos, Charlize Nunez, Isidro Garcia, Lo-
relei Cabrera, Luke Spillars, (fourth row) Anna Nguyen, Emmanuel
Thomas, Natalia Gallegos, Arianna Molina, Gabriella Padilla, Jessie
Alvarez, (fifth row) Isabella Vega, Claudette Reyna, Zayan Jafri, Ra-
him Jafri, Angel Davila, Isabella Cruz and Tristan Vigil. Not pictured
are Sebastian Rodriguez, Al’lena Foxx, Jordyn Lasker, Sherry Fran-
co, Desiree Vasquez, Carlie Rangel and Avery Thomas.

Photo by Lakitha Thomas, counselor

Wolverine debate triumphs, best in district

The Clear Brook debate
team once again won big in a
recent tournament in Atascoc-
ita, this being their first time
attending this specific speech
and debate tournament. The
novice contingent came out
strong and saw two of their

members — Stephen Wiggins
and Victoria Constanza -
make it to the semifinal round
of Novice Extemporaneous
Speaking. Meanwhile, the
freshman member Alim Mer-
chant fought his way to the fi-
nals bracket in Novice Lincoln

Shown above are the dominating debate Wolverines from
left to right, Aqsa Babar, Hareem Tariq, Daniela Paul, Ava

Douglas Debate and walked
away with a second place fin-
ish.

The varsity team racked
up the team’s next five state
qualified members to bring
the team’s total to eight. The
‘World Schools Debate team of

Ava Soza, Gabriel Torres and
Daniela Paul came in at third
place which garnered them
their last four points needed.
Informative Speaker Safa
Prasla placed second while
Agsa Babar placed third in
Original Oratory — both wins

Soza, Gabriel Torres, Alim Merchant, Jasmine Tran, Ste-
phen Wiggins, Victoria Constanza and Abiha Altaf.

which helped these young la-
dies seize the brass ring. Fel-
low Informative Speakers,
Jasmine Tran and Hareem
Tariq placed first and third re-
spectively which earned Jas-
mine her first six points this
year while Hareem’s win cat-
apulted her to nine points.

In addition to these wins,
Ayla Yoakum placed fourth in
her specialty event, Program
of Oral Interpretation which
netted her two additional
points, culminating in eight
points, to date, while fellow
speaker Abiha Altaf took on
her latest challenge in Domes-
tic Extemporaneous Speaking
where she placed fifth, earn-
ing her the first two points of
the season.

These wins resulted in
the team ending the month
of their October travels with
eight state qualifiers, the best
in Clear Creek ISD. The team
NOW moves on to preparing to
host their own meet at Clear
Brook on Nov. 4 and 5.

For more information
about Clear Brook Speech
and Debate, follow the team at
www.wolverinedebate.com.

New technology transforms campus security

Technology on college
campuses is becoming much
more than just adding more
computer labs and Smart
Boards. University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake is elevating
campus safety by using ad-
vanced technology that can
help police officers respond
virtually immediately to situ-
ations ranging from an active
shooter to a weather alert, or
from a medical emergency to
a simple burst pipe or broken
window.

UH-Clear Lake Chief of
Police Russell Miller is im-
plementing the use of Safe-
Zone, a unified safety and
communications service
from CriticalArc. The ser-
vice, which can be down-
loaded onto any smart-phone,
allows campus security to
respond to any safety risk as
soon as they occur.

“The unique feature about
SafeZone is that UHCL Police
can ‘see’ you only when you
interact with the app,” Miller
said. ““You will do a one-time
sign-in, and then you can just
use it as you need to.”

Miller explained that the
UHCL campus was mapped
out on the app and when
someone opts in, they can
zoom in very closely as
needed in an emergency, or
if youre simply wanting
someone to know where you
are. He said students could
benefit most from the app’s
“check-in” button.

“Let’s say you’re work-
ing alone in a lab and it’s
late, and you’d like someone
to know where you are,” he
said. “Simply check in. Press
the button and someone in
our dispatch will see you pop
up on a screen. You'll get a

call and you can just say, ‘I’'m
here.” And dispatch will say
they can see you, and that’s
all there is to it.”

He added that no one can
be “seen” on the app unless
they opt in. “When you no
longer need us to know where
you are, you can just opt out
by pushing the button,” he
said. “You go off our screen
at that moment.”

SafeZone has many fea-
tures, including an option to
send texts if speaking isn’t
possible, and an option to
send photos. Officers in the
field can see the text stream,
even if they did not see the
initial outreach. This real-time
information can empower
those directly affected with
vital details and a lifeline.

“There’s an emergency
button, but if you accidental-
ly push it, there’s a 10-seond

delay before it actually goes
through, so you can push it
again and it stops the call,” he
said.

“For me, this will be re-
ally helpful, because we of-
ten study till very late at the
Rec and Wellness Center. I
live off campus and I have
a bike,” said Disha Kapoor,
a freshman fitness and hu-
man performance major.
“We don’t know who to call
if something happens, so this
helps me get out of the threat
if something happens.”

Miller has been introduc-
ing and demonstrating the
use of SafeZone to student
groups and orgs, and facul-
ty and staff groups around
campus. To request a per-
sonal demonstration of Safe-
Zone to your group, contact
Chief Miller at PoliceChief@
UHCL.Edu.

Meador faculty awarded platinum

The following Laura Bush
Elementary students were
awarded perfect attendance
for the first nine weeks of this
school year.

pre-K
Kysen  Barker, Aldo
Cornejo, Peggy Le, Ed Mar-
tinez, Skylar Miller, Justin
Nguyen, Arlo Reyes and

Lariaette of the Week

Dobie color guard’s Lariaette of the Week for Oct.
21 is senior Emilee Sulak.

Remember When

45 years ago (1977)

Sherri ~ Whitnah  was
crowned homecoming queen
for J. Frank Dobie High
School.

Two local teens, Danny
Crow and Mark Goolsby es-
caped a terrible accident with
only minor bumps and bruis-
es. The teens were driving on
Beamer when a truck in front
of them raised a lot of dust.
The next thing the teens saw
was a motorcycle coming
right at them and when they
swerved to miss it they flipped
upside down and landed in the
Beamer ditch.

40 years ago (1982)

An  unoccupied 1972
Chevy coupe was pulled from
the Sageglen Community As-
sociation swimming pool after
passersby noticed the car at
the bottom of the pool.

Approximately 900 people
attended a meeting discussing
the Cosmopolitan Lady Spa.
The spa owed as much as
$183,000 to a contractor and
as little as $525 to most of the
people at the meeting.

Harris County Sheriff’s
deputies were investigating
reports of four home burglar-
ies in Woodmeadow.

35 years ago (1987)

A temporary section of
Beltway 8 from 2.5 miles
south of Fairmont to Texas
Highway 3 opened.

The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District board of
trustees named Jerry Somer-
ford principal of Clear Brook
High School.

30 years ago (1992)

One Thompson Interme-
diate student and two Dobie
High School students were
expelled for weapons viola-
tions involving guns.

Candy Curtis, Wendy
Schultz, Lori Coska, Kyle
Smith, Corey Cephus and
Richard Flores were an-
nounced as Dobie’s home-
coming court.

25 years ago (1997)

Sarah Hughes was named
Merit Scholarship semifinal-
ist. Ethan Block was named
National Hispanic Scholar
semifinalist and Mileton Joliv-
et as National Black Scholar
semifinalist. At Clear Brook,
Leah Hernandez and Shiyama
Mudali were named semifi-
nalists.

Debbie Thomas was hired
as the new executive director
of the South Belt-Ellington
Chamber of Commerce.

20 years ago (2002)
The Pasadena Independent

School District purchased
the former Rollac Shutters
property at Blackhawk and
Kirkfair. PISD planned for the
facility structure to become a
satellite transportation facility.

Dobie  seniors  Brandt
Smith and Shannon Valley
were both named National
Merit semifinalists as a result
of their scores on the Prelimi-
nary Scholastic Aptitude Test/
National Merit Scholarship
qualifying test during their
junior year. In addition, five
students were named com-
mended students in the Merit

Program. Farhad Dokhani,
Francine Lai, Zainab Naqvi,
Khoa Nguyen and Sheila
Scott were recognized for
their academic performance.
15 years ago (2007)
Devin  McNeil James
pleaded not guilty to two
counts of manslaughter. In
July, James was involved in
an automobile accident that
claimed the life of Cynthia
Riojas, who was eight months
pregnant. Her child was deliv-
ered by an emergency Cae-
sarean section, but died soon
after. Police say James was

street racing, but he denied the
accusation.

A demolition crew began
using cutting torches to dis-
assemble the long-standing
water tower on Scarsdale
Boulevard. Built in 1985, the
structure stood 150 feet high,
held 500,000 gallons of water
and originally cost $500,000
to build. The MUD which
was responsible for the tower
and its upkeep had natural gas
standby power that could op-
erate sewage stations in a time
of emergency.

The debate over the con-

struction of  low-income
apartments in the area con-
tinued with Chris Clark, Fred
Roberts and Marie Flickinger
appearing before Houston
City Council. Although origi-
nally allotted only three min-
utes each, Clark, Roberts and
Flickinger spent more than an
hour discussing the issue with
the council and Mayor Bill
White.

South Belters celebrated
Halloween with such festivi-
ties as a haunted house hosted
by the Sagemont Cowboys,
a Halloween carnival at the

I
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ALEXIS!

Special wishes are sent to Alexis Lochner
(former Leader staffer) who enjoys a birth-
day Thursday, Oct. 27, from sister Marie
and husband David Flickinger; daughters
Nicole Manning and Jessica LeBlanc and
husband Michael; sons Dan Sorensen and
Joshua David and wife Tamra; grandchildren
Breanna and Andrew Manning, Dira and
Danny Sorensen and Michaela, Judaea and
Rhett LeBlanc.

TYLER CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY

Happy birthday wishes are sent to Tyler
Scarberry who enjoys a birthday Oct. 28.
Lots of love is sent from parents Jannie and
Robert Scarberry (former longtime South
Belt residents); sister Jenny (Hayes) Laney,
husband Josh and children Brayden, Baylee
and Olivia; sister Stacey (Hayes) Flowers,
husband Stephen and children Kennedy,
Owen and Evie; brother Joey Hayes; and
brother Austin Scarberry and daughters
Jade and Lily. Tyler is a 2010 Dobie High
School graduate.

SCHOOL DAZE

The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays
Oct. 27 through Nov. 2.

Burnett Elementary

Rebecca Wells is wished a happy birthday

Nov. 1.

Frazier Elementary
Send a birthday greeting Oct. 28 to Maria
Martinez. Light the birthday candles for
Gracie Puente Oct. 30. Give a birthday shout-
out Nov. 1 to Jacqueline Cuello.
Meador Elementary
Remember to wish Donna Huemme a
happy birthday Oct. 29.
Moore Elementary
Blow out the birthday candles for Kathy
Young Nov. 2.
South Belt Elementary
The day for a party for Tiffani Thomason
is Oct. 28. Send a birthday greeting Nov. 2 to
Lisa Dupla-Barboza.
Roberts Middle School
Steffanie Purucker celebrates a birthday
Oct. 29. Light the birthday candles Nov. 1 for
Gesina Martin.
Beverly Hills Intermediate
Dominique Thomas enjoys a birthday Oct.
28.
Thompson Intermediate
Send birthday greetings to Angelina
Davila Oct. 27.
Dobie High
On Oct. 27, birthday wishes are sent to
Kelly Hancock. Joshua Lyons enjoys a
birthday Oct. 28. Break out the balloons and
birthday cake Oct. 30 for Leslie Barcelona.
Enjoy a triple-layer birthday cake with Lauren

Calderaro, Santiago Sepeda and William
Yarberry on Oct. 31. Sara Gokey is wished a
happy birthday Nov. 1.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

Thursday, Oct. 27: Rose Garcia, Jose
Estrada, James Burkart, Mario Stewart,
Troy McMullen and Kelly Pritchett. Friday,
Oct. 28: Steve Barbosa, Lynda Lake and
Joanne Juren; Saturday, Oct. 29: Dolores
Garcia, Mary Ortiz, Jackie Aguilar,
Tracey Nance, Rosie Hernandez, Louis
Schumann, Lauren Simpson, Laura King,
Judy Cole and William Scott IV; Sunday,
Oct. 30: Carmen Cantu, Patricia Goforth-
Rakes, Sara Peters-Wiggins, Greg Chavez,
Jennifer Miller, Jennie Minter, Bo Bolar
and Olyn Taylor; Monday, Oct. 31: Carmen
Cantu, Patricia Goforth-Rakes, Sara
Peters-Wiggins, Greg Chavez, Jennifer
Miller, Jennie Minter, Bo Bolar and
Olyn Taylor; Tuesday, Nov. 1: Earl Sword,
Dawn McDonald, Sean Connors, Sherry
Rightmer, Randy Read, Richard Veltman,
and Susan Quintana; and Wednesday, Nov.
2: Debbie Davis, and Kathy Young.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email announcements to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.
For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends Celebrate
Birthdays” in the subject line.

Southeast Volunteer Fire De-
partment, a children’s fall
festival at San Jacinto College
and a Trunk or Treat cele-
bration at Easthaven Baptist
Church.

10 years ago (2012)

The South Belt commu-
nity was plagued by a string
of roughly 20 home burglar-
ies. Affected subdivisions
included Kirkmont, Kirk-
wood South, Sagemont and
Sagemeadow. Police said the
suspects first knocked on the
victims’ door or rang the bell
to determine if anyone was
home. If no one answered,
they allegedly kicked the front
door in. When a resident did
answer the door, they report-
edly asked for someone by
name, then left, saying they
had the wrong address.

5 years ago (2017)

The J. Frank Dobie home-
coming king and queen were
announced at the Longhorns’
game against the South Hous-
ton Trojans. Sebastian Rodri-
guez Leal was crowned king,
and Aleida Gonzalez was
crowned queen. The Long-
horns were defeated in the
game, losing 34-7 to the Tro-
jans.

1 year ago (2021)

Deputies with the Harris
County Precinct 2 Special
Operations  Unit  recently
made a prostitution arrest at a
business posing as a massage
parlor in the 10900 block of
Scarsdale. Police were alert-
ed to the business, located in
a strip center at Beamer, by
an area resident who noticed
suspicious activity at the
storefront while dining at the
nearby Papagayo’s Mexican
Bar & Grill.

A man was fatally shot
Tuesday, Oct. 19, in the 9800
block of Ledge. Patrick Fotso
was pronounced dead at the
scene after being shot multi-
ple times. No immediate ar-
rests were made.

Ethan Vu.
Kindergarten
Max Castillo, Jon Chavez,
Isabella Cuellar, Heather De
La Cruz, Randy De La Cruz
and Victoria De Ochoa. Mor-
gan Faith, Gavin Faz, Jermaine
Flores, Luke Ingalls, Ahtzi-
ri Leon and Allyson Marti-
nez. Christian Martinez, Chris
Nguyen, Hung Phan, Kennzel
Rodriguez and Vanessa Vu.
First grade
Kyiri Addison, Vincent
Cena, Othon Duran, Sophia
Jimenez, Mason Karsten,
Ivan Martinez and Darren

Nguyen.
Second grade
Michael Garza, Kensi
Hernandez, Remy Knight,
Ian Monterrubio, Liliana
Reyna and Zarielys Torres.
Third grade
Eli Bermudez, Mathew

The Meador Elementary
PE teachers and principal
were recently recognized for
receiving the platinum level
of the Excellence and Well-
ness Award for the 2021-
2022 school year.

This is a district award
granted to schools who excel
in coordinated school health
and wellness efforts.

The award is aligned with
the Whole School, Whole
Community, Whole Child
model and the PISD well-
ness policy.

Shown from left to right
with their Excellence and
Wellness Award are Malo-
rie Ehrlich (coach), Jenni-
fer Chavez (principal) and
Stephanie Bounds (coach).

Laura Bush releases perfect attendees

Bonilla, Larry Buell, Bella
Castillo, Liliana Castillo and
Sophia Castrellon. Elizabeth
Chavez, Maverick Clark,
Leonel Cuellar, Jacob Eli-
zondo, Sebastian Fabian and
Veronica Galan. Santiago
Garza, America Jasso, Raul
Jimenez, Aubrey Jiminez
and Mia Langellier.

Katherine Lemus,
Martinez, Clarisse Melo,
Mya Miller and Mario
Moreno. Dylan Nguyen,
Kylie Ponce, Tammy Ramc-
lam, Isabella Rodriguez and
Francisco Serrano. Zailsey
Torres, Karim Vargas, Adri-
el Velazquez and Eyanna
Wells.

Ray

Fourth grade
Juliana Avila, Joel Gar-
za, Rouis Ong and Nevaeha
Reyna. Alayna Rice, Giselle
Solares and Jancarlo Tejada.

PISD Fine Arts states
November dates

Pasadena ISD has an-
nounced dates for its Novem-
ber fine arts performances.

— High School choir re-
gion auditions, Monday, Nov.
7,4 -9 p.m., at Goose Creek
Memorial High School.

— Thompson Intermedi-
ate Band, Monday, Nov. 7,
6:30 — 8 p.m., at Dobie High
School.

— Dobie High School
Steel and Jazz band - night
at the movies concert,
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 7 — 8:30
p.m., in the auditorium.

— Thompson Interme-
diate band - Veteran’s day
program, Friday, Nov. 11, 9
— 10 a.m., in the Thompson
outside gym.

— Stuchberry Elementa-

ry - second grade Veteran’s
day program, Friday, Nov.
11,9 -9:45 a.m., in the caf-
eteria.

— Atkinson Elementary -
second grade fall program,
Thursday, Nov. 17, 5:30
—6:30 p.m., in the cafeteria.

— Moore Elementary -
fourth grade musical “For-
ever Christmas”, Thursday,
Nov. 29, 6 — 6:45 p.m., in
the cafeteria.

— Dobie High School
dance - winter showcase,
Thursday, Nov. 29, 6 -7
p.m., in the main gym.

— Dobie High School Or-
chestra - freshman holiday
concert, Thursday, Nov. 29,
7 -8:30 p.m., in the main
auditorium.
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finalists.

Wolverines named

i [ L
Shown above, left to right, are Lady Wolverines Janani
Murugan, Catherine Nguyen and Clear Brook High
School Principal Sharon Lopez. Murugan and Nguy-
en were recently named National Merit Scholar semi-
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

JFD runners finish at regionals

The District 22-6A
champion Dobie varsity
girls’ cross-country de-
livered its best all-around
performance at regionals
in years, placing 10th in
the final 6A Region III
scoring Oct. 24 in Hunts-
ville.

The top-performing in-
dividual athletes from the
region’s Class 2A through
Class 6A ranks gathered
at Kate Barr Ross Park in
Huntsville as state berths
were on the line.

In the 6A girls’ division,
Pearland High School ju-
nior Maddie Peters con-
tinued her remarkable
2022 season, winning the
regional title by more than
32 seconds at 17 minutes,
47.80 seconds.

The Kingwood girls
were dominant in the team
standings, posting a low
of 47 to easily outdistance

Longhorns look to secure fifth stra1ght playoff berth

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor
Plenty will be riding on
the outcome as Dobie and
South Houston meet Oct.

second-place Stratford
(90), with Tompkins and
George Ranch also quali-
fying for state.

Dobie senior Ashlee
Garcia, who won the gold
medal as the top individ-
ual finisher at the District
22-6A  Championships,
closed her standout career
at regionals as her time of
20:15.20 was 26th-best.

Junior Kyla Lobo, who
will return in 2023 to lead
the Longhorns, wound
up 43rd with a time of
21:06.50 as she ran stride
for stride down the stretch
with teammate Isela Mu-
noz.

Munoz closed her ca-
reer at regionals as she
was 44th overall in a time
of 21:08.20.

Sophomore Lauren
Garza posted a time of
22:36.90 for 93rd, and will
join Lobo as top returnees

28 at Veterans Stadium in
Pasadena as the District
22-6A varsity football race
goes down to the wire.
Dobie, which moved to

for the Dobie girls. Senior
Ashley Dunn also finished
her run with the Dobie
program as she was in at
24:14.90 for 128th place.

Making its long-await-
ed return to regionals as
a team, the Longhorn var-
sity boys were 22nd in
Huntsville.

The Longhorns’ top
individual finisher was ju-
nior Simon Sepulveda as
he finished at 18:38.60 for
112th place.

A time of 18:46.40
placed Dobie junior Jose
Munoz in the 119th spot,
and teammate Jovanni
Avila closed out his career
as he placed 126th in a
time of 19:02.70.

At 19:25.10, Longhorn
junior Francisco Dunn
was 140th at regionals,
and the Dobie squad also
had sophomore Chris
Lopez in at 19:27.10 for

3-2 in league play follow-
ing a 50-31 win over Sam
Rayburn Oct. 21, simply
needs a win over the Tro-
jans to secure a Class 6A

143rd place.
In a time of 19:41.60,
Dobie  junior Damian

Rosas was 149th over-
all, while junior Pedro
Acevedo posted a time of
20:04.50 for 157th place.

South Houston senior
Jeremiah Horton was 86th
overall as he finished at
18:00.90.

At right, Dobie’s Ash-
lee Garcia (left) and
Kyla Lobo finished first
and second, respective-
ly, at the District 22-6A
Championships as the
program won its third
straight league team
title. At regionals Oct.
24 in Huntsville, Dobie
was 10th as a team as
Garcia closed her ca-
reer with a 26th place
finish. Lobo, a junior,
was 43rd in the varsi-
ty girls’ standings.

Division I playoff bracket
seeding.

The Trojans, mean-
while, need a win of 13
points or better against

Dobie and then could re-
ally help themselves with
a win over Deer Park Nov.
4.

The short of it is, de-
spite a 4-5 overall mark
entering its final game of
the regular season, Dobie
can secure a fifth straight
playoff berth.

Should the Longhorns
advance, they will travel
to face the Oct. 28 North
Shore/Atascocita winner
in the bidistrict playoff
round Nov. 10-12.

Mathews goes wild

Longhorn  sophomore
Cameron Mathews contin-
ued his breakout season,
scoring five touchdowns
and piling up 260 yards
rushing along the way to

lead the Longhorns to a
50-31 homecoming victo-
ry over Sam Rayburn Oct.
21 at Veterans Stadium.

On the roster for a hand-
ful of games as a freshman
in 2021, Mathews has be-
come one of District 22-
6A’s most explosive offen-
sive players while sharing
the load with Raynard
Hall and Jalen Baldwin.

With his huge night
against  the  Texans,
Mathews has rushed for
1,017 yards and 11 touch-
downs through his team’s
nine games.

Baldwin, who was
crowned as Dobie’s home-
coming king at halftime,
sat out of the game action
against Sam Rayburn,

season game to play.

Dobie vs. South Houston
Fri., Oct. 28, 7 p.m.
PISD Veterans Stadium

At left, Dobie junior offensive lineman Evan Jor-
dan (74) pancakes several Sam Rayburn defenders,
including Michael Espinosa (6) and Frankie Cruz
(33) as he clears the way to the end zone for soph-
omore running back Cameron Mathews (2), who
rushed for 260 yards and five touchdowns against
the Texans in a 50-31 win for the Longhorns Oct.
21 at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. Mathews
eclipsed the 1,000-yard barrier (1,017) and has
scored 11 rushing touchdowns with one regular

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Galtans guide LSA bys cross-country team championship

Juniors Marcus and
Matthew Gaitan led the
Lutheran South varsity
boys’ team to the Texas
Association of Private
and Parochial Schools 5A
District 5 cross-country
championship Oct. 19 at
The Woodlands Christian
Academy and will now
take aim at the state cham-
pionships.

Dominant all season,
the Gaitans helped guide
the Pioneers to the team
win with a low of 53 for
its five qualifiers, edging
runner-up St. John, which

had 55.

Marcus Gaitan was the
boys’ gold medalist as he
conquered the 5,000-me-
ter course in a time of 16
minutes, 14.17 seconds.

Second Baptist’s Chris-
topher Hobbs was the sil-
ver medalist (16:26.55),
and Matthew Gaitan was
third for the bronze medal
with his time of 16:30.42.

At 18:22.67, Pioneers’
junior Tristan Haver was
12th overall, and senior
Nathan Mendoza wound
up 17th with his clocking
of 18:49.70.

LSA’s fifth official
scorer was senior Lucas
Wells, 20th with his time
of 18:53.22.

The Pioneers were
also represented by ju-
nior Nathan  Robert
(27th at 19:42.24), fresh-
man Sam Hergenrader
(28th at 19:51.07), ju-
nior Noah Robert (29th
at 19:54.39), junior Jett
Strack (37th at 20:31.55),
sophomore Ryan Jack-
son (43rd at 20:59.30),
junior James Anthony
(47th at 21:25.82), junior
Colton Leinkuehler (49th

at 21:29.49), sophomore
Manuel Diaz (53rd at
21:47.10), freshman Johan
George (62nd at 23:25.30),
junior Silas Garrabrant
(65th at 24:10.30), junior
Evan Riekert (67th at
24:34.49) and freshman
Davis Newstead (68th at
24:39.64).

Four freshmen and a
sophomore were the LSA
varsity girls’ top five scor-
ers as the Pioneers were
fourth overall in the team
standings.

Freshman Elisabeth
Hergenrader paced LSA

TAPPS State Cross-Country
Monday, Oct. 31
Waco, Texas
Midway High School

as her time of 14:07.16
was 16th best, while fresh-
man Jemma Riekert was
in at 14:23.452 for 20th

place.
At 14:26.61, the Pio-
neers’ Lanie Ward was

21st, and sophomore Mad-
ison Van Wie was 24th af-

The Dobie varsity vol-
leyball team finished
the regular season with
three straight wins to
wrap up the No. 3 play-
off seed out of District
22-6A and will pre-
pare for the start of
the bidistrict playoffs
Nov. 1. The Longhorns
won eight of 12 district
games and wound up
20-18 overall over the
course of the regular
season to grab third
place behind champi-
on Deer Park (12-0)
and Pasadena Memo-
rial (8-4). During the
Longhorns’ sweep of
Sam Rayburn Oct. 18,
junior Alexa Gonza-
lez (11) collected her
1,000th career assist
amidst what has been a
terrific all-around sta-
tistical season for the
second-year standout.
Gonzalez also leads her
team in Kkills entering
the postseason, with
nearly 500 assists and
500 kills for 2022.

Dobie volleyball to playoffs; Alexa earns 1,000 assists

ter clocking in at 14:44.45.
LSA’s fifth official scorer
was freshman Madeleine
Richards, who was 27th in
a time of 15:29.09.

The LSA varsity girls
were also represented
by freshman Becca By-
rom (28th at 15:22.39)
and sophomores Sophie
DeOre (44th at 16:55.21)
and Emma Wells (45th at
16:56.22). The LSA girls
finished strong and will
look ahead to 2023.

with the Longhorns lean-
ing on Mathews and Hall.

Hall had a 3-yard
touchdown run with five
minutes remaining in the
first half and had well over
100 yards rushing in the
game before exiting in the
third quarter with a lower

CB’s Trevino is 32nd

Clear Brook High School junior Joseph Trevino
placed 32nd overall at the Class 6A Region III
Cross-Country Championships Oct. 24 at Kate
Barr Ross Park in Huntsville as the top athletes
and programs from the region challenged a
tough 5,000-meter course. Trevino was in at 16
minutes, 53.10 seconds to close out his season.
The 24-6A champion Brazoswood boys were
fifth at regionals.

leg injury.

As for Mathews, the
Texans simply had no an-
swer as how to slow the
game breaker.

Rayburn opened the
game with an impressive
14-play, 75-yard drive as
quarterback Esteban Nava
flipped a 25-yard scoring
pass to sophomore Jere-
myah Vela for a 6-0 lead
midway through the first
quarter.

Dobie’s first possession
began in favorable territo-
ry at the Longhorn 45, and

Transportation from CCISD,
Pasadena ISD, and Pearland ISD.

Mathews went four yards
on first down and 51 more
for the touchdown a play

Continued on Page 6

USA KARATE

Now enrolling for the fall 2022 term.

Call for our weekly rate specials!

* Weekly Fee COME LEARN:
Includes Karate * RESPECT
Training - v * FOCUS

o + CONFIDENCE
s £V * DISCIPLINE
v E * AND MORE

11101 Resource Pkwy. 281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109 832-736-9006

We have space available at each location

ROY
SHIFLETT
REALTORS®
281-481-3733

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?

puseon We’re South Belt’s 1 Bas &

% 50 Years Experience

% Great Office Location

* Knowledgeable Personal Service

Kirkwood South Patio Homz

Sv’)

eled island kitch ¢
Great backyard wc¢

Price Improvement

*1c 3bed/2 bath w/ remod-
1te t( L1V1ng w/ 20Ft ceilings!
w200 s call today!
d Glen - Adorable 3
star “Excellent” Rated

= Lak=g 0% 'Ilg
bdrm/2 bath. One- SV rlute(
Pearland ISD schod<¥$3%279GU <Call Agent 713-628-4157
The Name You Know!
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Auto

Service Center

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)
All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

& Car Wash

No need to wait
shuttle service

Mon. -

The Works
Includes

¢ Underbody Rinse
e Wheel Cleaning
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Hand Drying

© Install New Oil Filter

© Complete Chassis Lube

o Check Brake Fluid

 Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

PERSONNEL & LuBE TECHNICIANS

Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes

* Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax

°50

*Monthly

Now HiriNG CasHiErs, Car Wasu NOW available!!

**shuttle service
only available
within a 5 mile

radius™*

* Rain-Guard

*MonNTHLY UNLIMITED WaAsH PLaNs (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
o Check &Fill Transmission Fluid
o Check Air Pressure in all Tires
o Check Gear Boxes

o Check Battery Fluid

 Vacuum Interior

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
o Clear Coat Protectant

* Check & Fill Windshield Washer

o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
* Check Breather Element

Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 11/15/22.

Off Auto

$1 0 Alignment

With coupon only. No reproductions.

Not valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

(Between 1-45 & Beamer)

—

ISLAND BREEZE

281-484-5945
“Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Express
Exterior

* Wash

« High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

20

*Monthly

*35

*Monthly

$49.99

plus

FREE

Car Wash

* Check PCV Valve

 Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
o Check Belts

 Check Wiper Blades




Page 6, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, October 27, 2022

At right, the Clear
Brook varsity foot-
ball team will honor
its seniors as part of
Senior Night Oct. 28
at Challenger Sta-
dium in Webster as
the Wolverines take
on the Clear Springs
Chargers in a 7 p.m.
kickoff. Brook receiv-
er Christian Wright
(81) will be one of the
honorees as the Wol-
verines look for their
second straight win
this season. Wright
has 10 catches for 110
yards and a touch-
down through eight
games this season.
Clear Brook will close
out the regular season
by facing the Dickin-
son Gators Nov. 4 at
Sam Vitanza Stadium
in Dickinson.

Photo by Madisson Taylor Duke

Brook vs.

Springs
Oct. 28, 7 p.m.
Challenger Stadium

Wolverines return to action Oct. 28 S h Bel
_ outh belt
football
[ ] [ ]
predictions | m |
John Bechtle Emory Gadd Troy Leland Stephen Sutton Debbie Vaughn
A Dobie Dobie Dobie Dobie Dobie
Cl Brook . . . . .
vs. C‘;:;r ;Szngs Springs Springs Springs Springs Springs
Beaumont United . . .
vs. Beaumont West Brook BWB BWB United United United
iﬁ:ﬂiﬁ:ﬁ; Atascocita North Shore Atascocita North Shore Atascocita
Humble vs. Kingwood Humble Kingwood Kingwood Kingwood Kingwood
k
S:;n én Er I((:il:z CEK Summer Creek Summer Creek CEK Summer Creek
Clear Lake vs. Clear Falls Falls Falls Falls Falls Falls
La Porte at Crosby La Porte La Porte Crosby La Porte Crosby
Barbers Hill at
Port Arthur Memorial PAM PAM PAM PAM PAM
Santa Fe at Texas City Texas City Texas City Texas City Texas City Texas City
Last Week’s Results 4-6 7-3 7-3 6-4 8-2
_ A 7
E‘:.g Rt REVTEN N Season record 50-30 55-25 63-17 53-27 66-14

Mathew ie run pasthayburn

Continued from Page 5
later as the Longhorns
went up 7-6 just 54 sec-
onds later.

Dobie’s Rodrick Drum-
bo helped slow the Texans
with a sack late in the first
quarter. Hall then picked
up 45 yards on three car-
ries, and Mathews went 7
yards for the touchdown.

Following  Mathews’
two-point run, the Texans
found themselves down

15-6 but bounced back.

Another 14-play, 75-
yard drive resulted in a
2-yard scoring run by the
Texans’ Phillip Hernandez
at the 8:03 mark of the
second quarter.

Hall added his 3-yard
touchdown run for a 22-12
Longhorn lead with 5 min-
utes remaining in the half,
but back came the Texans.

Poised with a chance
to pay off a third 75-yard

: i s -
Dobie junior Derrick Kelley (12) pursues Sam Ray-
burn quarterback Esteban Nava during second-half

action of the Longhorns’ 50-31 win to culminate
homecoming week for the Longhorns Oct. 21 at

drive of the half, Rayburn
found itself with a fourth-
down try from inside the
Dobie 1-yard line with 10
ticks left in the half.
That’s when Dobie se-
nior linebacker Nigel Hill
made a huge play, stuffing
Nava for a 2-yard loss as
the Texans came up emp-
ty.
The Texans managed
to wrestle Mathews out of
bounds after a 50-yard run

has 76 total tackles this season, sharing the team lead
with Dempsey Spears. Dobie is 5-4 overall in 2022,

including 3-2 in 22-6A play.

to end the first half, but
Mathews bounced back
with separate scoring runs
of 2 yards and another for
39 yards and a score on
the jet sweep in the second
half.

Davion Lyons turned in
a 62-yard touchdown burst
as Dobie hit the 50-point
mark for the third time this
season.

Now, it’s time to wrap
up a playoft berth.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Bay Area Football League 2022
Divisional Quarterfinal Playoff Round Oct. 29

Cowboys’ seniors vs. Pasadena Panthers, 11 a.m.
at Alvin’s Bob Briscoe Park, 3215 Hwy. 35, 77511
Cowboys’ juniors vs. Pearland Patriots, 9 a.m.

at 5525 Ave. O, Santa Fe, 77510

Cowboys’ sophomores vs. Bay Area Buccaneers, 1 p.m.
at Pearland Dad’s Club, 6614 Fite Road, 77584

Thompson girls’ volleyball completes great district run

At right, the Thompson
Intermediate  eighth-
grade A volleyball team
completed an undefeat-
ed season and placed
first in the Pasadena
ISD tournament. The
Lady Lions defeated
Queens, Parkview and
Miller in the tourna-
ment to complete its
title run undefeated
at 7-0 in the regular
season in addition to
three tournament wins.
Members of the team
are, left to right, (front
row) Brianna Chapa,
Kaylee Robles, coach
Amanda Carroll, So-
phia Sauceda, Allison
Walker, (back row) Al-
yssa Goree, Alexis Mar-
tinez, Unesty Williams,
Alyssa Espinoza, Geni-
sis Leal and Miah Mar-
tinez.

The seventh-grade A Lady Lions volleyball team completed an (front row) Emme Mejia, Savannah Tellez, A ja Breaux, Aly Gar-

undefeated regular season and placed second in the Pasadena
ISD tournament as the locals defeated Parkview and Bondy be-
fore slipping to Miller. Members of the team are, left to right,

za, (back row) coach James MacGregor, Liliana Salazar, Maley-
iah Hoop, Emily Nazario, Yosselin Banegas, Aliah Garner, Lexi
Rodriguez and coach Kaylyn Harlan.

Freshman Div. Standings || Sophomore Div. Standings Junior Div. Standings
Team w L T Team w L T || Team w L T
Angleton 10 0 0 Hitchcock 10 0 0 | | Pearland Pats 10 0 0
League City 10 0 0 Pearland Patriots 9 1 0 | | League City 10 0 0
Pearland Pats 9 1 0 Sagemont 9 1 0 | | Pearland Texans 9 1 0
Southeast 8 2 0 League City 8 2 0 | | Barbers Hill 8 2 0
Hitchcock 8 2 0 Magnolia Park 8 2 0 | | Brazosport 7 3 0
Bay Area 7 K} 0 Bay Area 7 3 0 | [ Manvel 7 3 0
La Porte 7 3 0 La Porte 7 3 0 | | Hitchcock 6 4 0
Pearland Texans 5 5 0 Angleton 6 4 0 | [ Magnolia Park 6 4 0
Brazosport 5 5 0 Pearland Texans 5 5 0 Sagemont 6 4 0
Magnolia Park 5 5 0 Alvin 5 5 0 || Angleton 5 5 0
Pasadena 4 5 1 Brazosport 4 6 0 [|Alvin 5 5 0
North Shore 4 6 0 Barbers Hill 4 6 0 | |Bay Area 4 6 0
Sagemont 3 6 1 Southeast 4 6 0 | | Pasadena 3 6 0
Barbers Hill 3 7 0 Manvel 3 7 0 | | Santa Fe 3 7 0
East End 2 8 0 Pasadena 2 8 0 | [East End 2 8 0
Alvin 2 8 0 North Shore 2 8 0 | | Southeast 2 8 0
Santa Fe 1 9 0 Southbelt 1 8 1 Southbelt 0 10 0
Manvel 1 9 0 East End 0 9 1 [ |LaPorte 0 10 0
Southbelt 0 10 0 Santa Fe 0 10 0 | | North Shore 0 10 0

Senior Div. Standings

Team

h

Magnolia Park
Hitchcock
League City
Pasadena

East End
Manvel

Barbers Hill
Sagemont
Southeast
Pearland Patriots
Alvin

Bay Area
Angleton

La Porte
Brazosport
Santa Fe
Southbelt
Pearland Texans
North Shore

—
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PeeWee Div. Standings

Team

h

w

Pearland Pats
League City
Bay Area
Hitchcock
Angleton

La Porte
Pasadena
Sagemont
Barbers Hill
Alvin

Manvel
Brazosport
Santa Fe
Magnolia
Pearland Texans
East End
Southeast
Southbelt
North Shore
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SERVICE

SOUTH BELT

A/C & HEATING INC.

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

Free Estimates on New Equipment

www. Southbeltair.com

GET IT TODAY!

Americam Stamdard.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

281-484-1818 4403 F.M.2351

TACLB26543E

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally
friendly services

with your
children and pets’

safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth
wner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator
B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

. 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

Our Professional

MENTION

We service all major home appliances.

provide you with service you can trust.

AND SAVE $10
281-650-4777

Same Day SERvicE

Technicians will

THIS AD

ELECTRIC

REPAIRS &

INSTALLATIONS
* Free Estimates
* Senior Citizen Disc.
* No Service Charge
* Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
* Insured
« TECL#21246

Support
Leader

PLUMBING

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

-  281-484.8542 o y
i Advertisers 5 Year Labor
= We acoept most major credit cards.  MEMEER Wa rranty
SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

( )

Kevin Dalley '76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad *

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

¢ Hardi Board
Siding

GaF

| CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS |

A-Rated on Angie’s List

\ MPL #18439 281 -692-1 684 ==y

ey 281-481-9683

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call

Big Edd’s

Areas Since1979

L |
1S4
I

Repair/Replacement

281-480-8898

Annual maintenance
wm save you money.
on Sale Now
Call for Free Estimates.

iratrean

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
T

TACLB23730E

281-481.6308 |

Commercial, Indus
Sewer ¢ Water H
Leaks * Water

Military, Law Enforcem

M ors

' $50 OFF Any Service w/coupon |

Free Estimates ~ MPL#41513 -

= \/\vW.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

After Hours Plumbing Service

trial & Residential
eaters ¢ Drains
Repairs * Gas

Hablo Espanol
ent & Senior Discount

£
HBB
ERE

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell 281-455-1175

4 Melvin D. Glover 111

Master License # 8069

We have been Same
Name & Phone

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION

www. YourCompleteHomeCare.com

713-

Quality Work - Dependable

944-5257

Number Since 1991

Free Estimates - References

Painting Interior
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Siding All

Bathrooms - Garages 0

Conversions - Patios —
Concrete - Carpentry Work

wner: Myron Lewis
Please Check Us Out — We Are Here To Stay

If you want a
Quality Job

we are the

es - Floors

Fences

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

3

wetas  RUDEN Mufioz — MPL 17449

A/C & Appliance Repair

« Former Sear’s Technician

« Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A Full Service Ge

* BATHS / KITCHENS « ROO

* PAINTING+ FLOORING ¢ SHEETROCK WORK
* SIDING * ROOFING ¢ CONCRETE * FENCES
* GARAGE CONVERSION ¢ INTEGRITY

* COMMUNICATION * QUALITY

281-487-2234 rererences - 30+ YRS. EXP

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING

neral Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

M ADDITIONS

Garage Door Problems?

Serving Houston & Surrounding

Garage Doors & Openers

713-784-4238

Goodman

Ar {ordsioning & Hegeng

AIBROEAI-Nl E‘XT " A F:Itr:niztie“(‘:i::;up!
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust « NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

Financing Available

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!

WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

TACLB002755C

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20
7 a.m. AA Meeting— “Breakfast With Bill,”
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell
Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 or
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland — Meets
at 6117 Broadway St., Pearland, or on
Zoom (attendee preference). See Pearland
Chamber of Commerce website calendar or
call 281-485-3634.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) -
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway,
Pearland, or at https://aahouston.org/meet-
ings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21

7 a.m. AA - “Breakfast With Bill”
Thursday’s notice.
1 - 3 p.m. Parker Williams Genealogy
Group — meets at the library, Beamer at
Scarsdale. Email Liz Hicks at erootrot@usa.
net for details.
3:30 — 6:30 p.m. Bay Area Singles Club —
monthly dance at 5204 Hwy. 3, in Dickinson.
Call 281-470-2750 or 281-337-3112.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hasha-
lom — All services are live and Zoom on-
line. For details visit https://www.shaar
hashalom.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance
Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E.
Broadway, Pearland, First Presbyterian
Church (youth building). For details, call
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or
https://nastuff.com/.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group -
meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030
Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

8 p.m. AA — meets at CrossRoads UMC,
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22
7:30 a.m. AA - “Breakfast With Bill” See

Thursday’s notice.

9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom
— See Friday’s notice.

11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only,
English) — meets at 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111.

See

Call 281-487-8787 or visit https://www.
houstonalanon.org/.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church - offers
a knitting class. Call 281-479-7285 prior to
coming.
Jam-3:30/ Bands-6:30 p.m. Bay Area
Bluegrass Association — music show and
jam session at Webster Civic Center, 311
Pennsylvania Ave. Visit http://www.bayare-
abluegrass.org.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
8 a.m./ 10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church — has worship at 11456 Space
Center Blvd. Call 281-479-7285.
2 p.m. Grief Support Group — Meets at
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery — A faith-
based 12-Step program, at 9900 Almeda
Genoa. Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA — See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum - 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call
713-472-0565 for appointment and details.
10:30 a.m. TRIAD - Meets at 1700 East

Thomas St., in Pasadena. Call 713-477-
0175.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See

Thursday’s noon notice.

1:30 — 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance —
at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League
City Parkway. Call 281-554-1180.

5 p.m. New Directions Singles — meets at
201 W. NASA Parkway. Call Grant at 281-
814-4750.

6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 — Meets at
IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. COVID-19 vaccination
required. Call 281-488-2923.

6:30 — 7:30 p.m. Toastmasters — The
Young Professionals Southeast
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally https://youngprofessionalstoastmas-
ters.com/. Visit the website or call Fatimar
Jones, club president, at 281-467-1880.

7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
— Meets at 110 N Friendswood Dr. in the

educational bldg, room 201. Call Lynette

Ringrose 832-858-4617 or Dorothy

Pourteau 713-875-8820.

7 p.m. NA - Vigilance Group, see Friday’s

notice.

7 p.m. AA - St. Luke’s 12 Step Recovery,

open meeting in the Education Bldg, room

4, 11011 Hall Rd., Call Jesse at 832-725-

8479 or Rita at 281-309-2801.

7 p.m. The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral

Society — Meets at 5001 NASA Pkwy.,

Seabrook. For details, visit www.clgms.org.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25

7 a.m. AA — “Breakfast With Bill” See

Thursday’s notice.

10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and

Museum — See Monday’s notice.

11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church —

see Sunday’s notice.

Noon AA - Imperfect

Thursday noon notice.

2 p.m. The National Active and Retired

Federal Employees — NARFE Chapter 941

meets at 9500 Hall Rd. Call Roy at 713-

734-1461 or EFL Center at 281-464-9708.

7 p.m. Houston Skyscraper Shadows

Civic Club — meets at 7900 Fuqua. Contact

Cathy @houstonskyscrapershadows.org or

call 713-332-6294.

7 p.m. NA - see Friday’s notice.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26

7 a.m. AA — “Breakfast With Bill” See

Thursday’s notice.

9:30 a.m. Carmeliters — meets at 15500 El

Camino Real, Clear Lake Call Marilyn at

713-444-6744 for details.

10 a.m. The Community Club — meets at

5824 Spencer Highway, Pasadena. Email

Jmopry @yahoo.com.

Noon AA - Imperfect

Thursday noon notice.

12:30 p.m. — 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes

Humpday Dance — See Monday’s notice.

7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church — See

Sunday’s notice.

7 p.m. NA - See Friday’s notice..

8 p.m. AA —See Friday’s notice..

Nooners. See

Nooners. See

Affordable Prices
*Replace Garage Doors
*Crashed Door Resets

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience

¢ Free Estimates
*Garage Door Openers
*Lube, Tunes & Springs

LEADER READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks;

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

AUTO 713-448-9214.

10-27 235-0645. House, drive-

HELP

WANTED

GULF TEX REMODELING

Residential & Commercial « Insured
Kitchens ¢ Baths ¢ Plumbing ¢ Painting * Sheetrock ¢ Flooring
Patios * Concrete * Fences * Commercial Design & Build Out
Serving Houston for over 25 years

Free

832-891-4610 -

Flood Disaster
Specialist

Licensed ¢ Insured

ngh thouse

ELECTRIC
“Look on the bright side” g‘

281-847-1111

BEE
www.lighthouseelectrictexas.org TECL #19197 E=3

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

ROGELIO 832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
*Genie @ Craftsman eLift Master ®Chamberlain

[ ] @
essing Pain tin
$\ FULL REMODELING g

* BATHS / KITCHENS *« ROOM ADDITIONS

¢ PAINTING » FLOORING * SHEETROCK WORK
* PLUMBING ¢ SIDING * ROOFING « CONCRETE
* FENCES » GARAGE CONVERSION

281-779-5053

JT Garage Door Systems

Repair, Replace, Install
Over 20 Years of Experience

Free
Estimates

tor
SrTLzziirares

Contact Jason Teel
281.991-7697 b

LR O O O O B ¢
BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

¢ All Tax Preparations
e Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
* Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4134

www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly References ¢ 25+ Yrs. Exp)|

A & M PAINTING

 PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING * SHEETROCK

* TAPE & FLOAT » DEMOLITION  HAULING * FENCES
* CARPENTRY » PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

Mike’s Affordable Pressure
Washing Service

832-606-1074

Driveways ¢ Sidewalks ¢ Patios e Etc...==

- s s COUPON ™= == mm

"
$ FOUNDATION REPAIR
| 200 OFF "og seweR RePAIR I

(on jobs $2,500 & up)
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
I NN I S S S -

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
A 281-479-5247

BEBB
i@ EJ] FREE ESTIMATES =v

FOR SALE. Chrysler
Town & Country, 2005,
PS, AC, VGC and 148K
miles. Not in use, $3,500.
Call 713-855-4032.10-27
GARAGE SALE
10408 SAGEGLOW at
the corner of Sagevale.
Thur., Nov. 3 & Fri., Nov.
4, 8 am. - 5 pm. and
Thur., Nov. 10 & Fri., Nov.
11,8am.-5p.m. 11-3
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Tanning bed,
new bulbs plus 12 tubes
of tanning lotion. $400.
Call 281-460-8539 or
713-851-1417. 10-27
REAL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR RENT.
3/2/2 in Kirkwood South,
recently remodeled with
fenced in backyard.
$1600 per month plus
one month deposit.
Available Nov. 1. Call

SERVICE
IN-YOUR-HOME PIANO
LESSONS by Jimmy
Garza. 15 years experi-
ence with 30 students
currently.  References
provided, if asked. $35/
half hour. Call/text at 832-
457-2884. 11-3
ALL SEASON WOOD
FENCES. Installation
and repair, interior &
exterior painting, drywall
repair and installation
and pressure washing.
Free estimates. Call 832-
406-0183. 10-27
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical,
plumbing & painting,
replace/repair. No Job
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 12-1
PRESSURE WASHING!
Free Estimates. Call
Scott and Sons at 979-

LAWN & GARDEN

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal « Tree Topping * Trimming
+ Thinning Out « Elevating « Stump Grinding
e Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 832-660-3622 We will work with you

Licensed, Insured,
Affordable

¢ Free Estimates ¢
Professional Trimming,

Shaping, R I, G
713-501-0184 insallation, Mulching

ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 12-1

Wanted

Part-Time Office Staff/Assistant
Located in the South Belt Area

Looking for individual with computer &
verbal skills

Detail oriented, needs experience
with Outlook, Access & Word

Small Office with
Flexible Hours: Mon. - Thur.

Salary is commensurate with abilities.

Send resume with current phone number to:
worker.needed101 @gmail.com

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs
and LVNSs. If you want to work in a
dynamic and fulfilling team
environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

Hydraulic equipment

repair technician
needed.

Flexible hours full or part
time. Paid vacation and

holidays.
We offer competitive pay rates . .
and benefits. Fluent Spanish required!
Please stop by and complete an i i i
application at 5020 Space Center Will train the ng ht
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call person
21 (713) 5751800 $14.00 per hour and up

with experience.
832-671-0978

* K

, , S
Hair Care Gallerie
Booth Rentals / Available at

11211 Sageglen Dr.
Call/Text 281-467-4863 -
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The Atkinson Elemen-
tary physical education
staff honored its Punt,
Pass and Kick grade
level winners ahead of
the Pasadena ISD dis-
trictwide competition
that was held earlier
this month at Veterans
Stadium in Pasadena.
The Eagles’ winners
included, left to right,
third-grade  winners
Arabella Gonzalez,
Jason Gamboa and
fourth-grade winners
Tommy Hill and Mela-
nie Mandujano.

Atkinson Elementary PPK winners compete at district level

Dobie 12, Dobie Exes 7

Boys’ Doubles

1) William Ho/Ryan Le (D) def. Sean Lam/Donny Tran, 8-5.

2) Kevin Nguyen/Lil’ Tommy Nguyen (E) def. David Caballero/Thang Tran, 8-0.
3) Kenny Duong/Dylan Ta (E) def. Diego Flores/Nolan Tran, 8-6.

Girls’ Doubles

1) Ashley Huynh/Hailey Maldonado (D) def. Kristi Morales/Katherine Nguyen,
8-3.

2) Tiffany Tran/Natalie Vo (D) def. Van Le/Tina Nguyen, 8-1.

3) Amalia Reyes/Kayla Tran (D) def. Jennifer Ho/Megan Rodriguez, 8-6.

Mixed Doubles
1) Leslie Figueroa/Pitou So (D) def. Tracy Tran/Piseth So, 8-5.

Boys’ Singles

1) Dat Bui (E) def. William Ho, 8-2.

2) Sean Lam (E) def. Thang Tran, 8-2.

3) Kevin Nguyen (E) def. Nolan Tran, 8-1.

4) Lil’ Tommy Nguyen (E) def. Diego Flores, 9-8 (7-5).
5) Taylor Nguyen (E) def. David Caballero, 8-2.

6) Pitou So (D) def. Dylan Ta, 9-8 (7-5).

Girls’ Singles

1) Hailey Maldonado (D) def. Katherine Nguyen, 8-3.
2) Tiffany Tran (D) def. Megan Rodriguez, 9-7.

3) Natalie Vo (D) def. Kristy Morales, 9-8 (8-6).

4) Ashley Huynh (D) def. Melanie Thompson, 8-3.

5) Kayla Tran (D) def. Erica Hay, 8-6.

6) Leslie Figueroa (D) def. Ivette Alba, 8-2.

Current players in the Dobie tennis program mlngled with some of thelr pals
from the past during the Longhorns’ exes matches earlier this month, including,
left to right, Erica Hay (2021), Megan Rodriguez (2022), Jennifer Ho (2021),
Tiffany Tran (2023), Natalie Vo (2023) and Kristi Morales (2020).

Members of the Class of 2012 had a great visit with head coach Manuel Moreno
Jr. (rear) as they were part of the varsity tennis program’s exes matches earli-
er this month. Members of the class in attendance included, Van Le, Melanie
Thompson, Ivette Alba, Andy Van and Tina Nguyen.

McDonald’s Texas Invitational
Nov. 17-19, 10 locations
www.texasinvitational.com

Dobie Boys’ Basketball

2022-2023 Varsity Schedule
Date Opponent Time
Nov. 12 at Silsbee 2:30 p.m.
Nov. 17-19 at Texas invite. TBA
Nov. 21 Hightower 1p.m.
Nov. 25 Terry 1p.m.
Nov.26  at T.C. Jamboree 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 29  at Clear Brook 7 p.m.
Dec. 1-3  at Beaumont invite. TBA
Dec. 10 at Alief Taylor noon
Dec. 13 Cypress Falls 7 p.m.
Dec. 16 Texas City 5p.m.
Dec. 20 *at Pas. Memorial 1 p.m.
Dec. 28-29 at Bay. Lee invite. TBA
Jan. 3 *Channelview 5p.m.
Jan. 6 *at Rayburn 7 p.m.
Jan. 10 *S. Houston 7 p.m.
Jan. 17 *Deer Park 7 p-m.
Jan. 20 *at Pasadena 7 p.m.
Jan. 25 *Memorial 7 p-m.
Jan. 28 *at Channelview 1 p.m.
Feb. 1 *Rayburn 7 p.m.
Feb. 4 *at S. Houston 1 p.m.
Feb. 11 *at Deer Park 1p.m.
Feb. 15 *Pasadena 7 p.-m.
* District 22-6A games

Clear Brook Boys’ Basketball
2022-2023 Varsity Schedule
Date Opponent Time
Nov. 11 at Texas City 7 p.m.
Nov. 15  at Cypress Falls 7 p.-m.
Nov. 17-19 at Texas invite. TBA
Nov. 22 G.C. Memorial 1p.m.
Nov. 26  at Cypress Creek 1 p.m.
Nov. 29  Dobie 7 p.m.
Dec. 1-3  at Krueger/Calisle TBA
Dec. 6 at Manvel 7 p-m.
Dec. 12 Cypress Ranch 7 p.m.
Dec. 16  Pas. Memorial 3:30 p.m.
Dec. 20 *at Clear Lake 1p.m.
Dec. 27-29 at Allen invite. TBA
Jan. 3 *Clear Creek 7 p.m.
Jan. 10 *at Clear Springs 7 p.m.
Jan. 13 *Dickinson 7 p.m.
Jan. 17 *Clear Falls 7 p.m.
Jan. 20 *at Brazoswood 7 p.m.
Jan. 25 *Clear Lake 7 p-m.
Jan. 28 *at Clear Creek 1 p.m.
Feb. 4 *Clear Springs 1p.m.
Feb. 8 *at Dickinson 7 p.m.
Feb. 11 *at Clear Falls 1p.m.
Feb. 15 *Brazoswood 7 p.m.
* District 24-6A games

USTA honors Moreno of JFD tennis

As the United States Ten-
nis Association celebrated
Hispanic Heritage Month
from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, the
group also recognized those
in the Hispanic community
whose dedication to the sport
as USTA volunteers helps to
keep tennis growing strong.

There are more than 350
national volunteers from all
17 USTA sections, and the
group highlighted longtime
Dobie High School tennis
coach Manuel Moreno Jr.

In this installment, More-
no reflected on what tennis
means to him.

“Tennis has been so good
to me. It’s created many great
opportunities over all of these
years. It all started when I
was 13, when my mom got
me involved in the sport. In
fact, she made me my first
pair of white tennis shorts.

“I attended a summer
tennis program offered in
the Galveston, Texas public
parks. I've lived in Galves-
ton all of my 66 years; I'm
a BOI —‘born on the is-
land.””

“When 1 started tennis,
I didn’t think much of the
sport. I was into baseball and
other team sports. But once I
went out there and realized it
really challenged me, I start-
ed getting hooked. That’s
when I met my high school
tennis instructor, Vince Sti-

glich, Jr., and it was his in-
fectious passion for the sport
that made me fall in love with
tennis—a passion I carry to
this day.

“Coach Stiglich convinced
me that I could get a schol-
arship to college if I worked
at the sport, and that’s what
I did, first for two years at
Navarro College in Corsi-
cana, Texas (where we were
nationally ranked for both
years), then at Lamar Univer-
sity in Beaumont, Texas.

“I played at Lamar for
two years, then was an as-
sistant tennis coach there for
two more years, working for
coach Ron Wesbrooks.

“Now, I'm into my 39th
year as a high school tennis
coach, and 41st year coach-
ing overall. After college,
I went back to O’Connell
High School in Galveston for
13 years, then to Clear Lake
High School for two years,
and now, this is my 24th
year at J. Frank Dobie High
School in Houston, where I
coach varsity, junior varsity
and freshman teams.

“I run no-cut programs
and I've had as many as 100
kids on my teams. I really be-
lieve that if a student wants to
represent their school, they
should have every chance to
do so. That’s where you’ll
find the diamonds in the
rough. (Of note: Moreno re-

ceived the Starfish Award in
2014 for his work with no-cut
high school tennis.)

“But also, remember that
Galveston Parks & Rec sum-
mer program I took part in
when I was a teenager? Af-
ter my senior year in high
school, I helped Coach Sti-
glich run that—and this year,
I just finished my 49th year
with that program!

“Also, with the help of the
City of Galveston, my high
school has hosted one of the
largest, if not THE largest,
high school tennis tourna-
ment in Texas—the popular
Beachcomber Classic, now in
its 35th year.

“I've been honored to
have been named, eight years
ago, to the first-ever USTA
National High School Com-
mittee, which I'm still a part
of.

“All of us on the commit-
tee are very involved in high
school tennis, and if I might
add, we all very much miss
our late chair, Laurie Martin,
and the passion she brought
to promoting and improving
high school tennis.

“I've also been on the
USTA Texas High School
Committee for the last six
years, and I’m involved in the
Texas Tennis Coaches As-
sociation, most recently as a
regional vice president in the
Houston area.

“In 2020, I was honored
to receive the USTA Texas
Lloyd Sessions Educational
Merit Award, given to coach-
es in junior tennis. (Of note:
Moreno has also received the
TTCA’s Class SA (now 6A)
High School Coach of the
Year (2005); the Carey Cald-
well Character Award (2010);
the Loretta Hrncir Dedication
Award (2019); and was the
first recipient of the Holly
Ford Sportsmanship Award
in 2020.)

“One of the most amazing
times for me was in 2002,
when I was one of the coach-
es selected to travel to Paris
for a week for the U.S. vs.
France Davis Cup semifinal
to help chaperone 240 kids
that Jim “Mattress Mack”
MclIngvale sponsored.

“Then there was the time,
many years ago, I played in
the Lipton Tea mixed doubles
tournament, and my partner
Suzanne Schwab and I ad-
vanced to the national tour-
nament in Jacksonville—and
we got to be in a national TV
commercial with Stan Smith
and Bob Lutz promoting
Sawgrass Resort.

“Tennis has been such
a key in my life, and I have
so many people to thank for
helping me along this jour-
ney. I was a shy kid, and the
sport helped me open up, as
I’m sure my mother probably

Wings Over Houston heroes recognized

Continued from Page 2
McDougle joined the NASA
family working in the Space
Shuttle Crew Escape Equip-
ment (CEE) department. She
was the first African-Amer-
ican to join the CEE team as
a suit technician and was re-
sponsible for processing the
orange launch/entry suit as-
semblies worn by astronauts.

McDougle is regarded as a
“modern day hidden figure.”
Everyone knows Dr. Mae
Jemison was the first African
American woman to go to
space — but many don’t know
an African American wom-
an, with her own list of firsts,
“suited her up.”

McDougle was Jemison’s
suit tech for her historic mis-
sion aboard Space Shuttle
Endeavour. McDougle be-
came crew chief making her
the first woman and first Af-
rican-American CEE crew
chief. She was responsible for
leading a team of technicians
to suit up astronaut crews.

She had the honor of lead-
ing the only all-woman suit
tech crew. She was recognized
with the astronaut “Silver
Snoopy” award, and the cov-
eted Women of Color in Flight
award.

McDougle is an Air Force
veteran. She was an aerospace
physiology specialist respon-
sible for training, suiting up,
and strapping in the SR-71
and U-2 reconnaissance pi-
lots. She also worked with
the hypobaric and hyperbaric
chambers.

Lila Holley: Holley is a
multi-award-winning,  best-
selling author, Army veteran,
and founder of Camouflaged
Sisters.

She uses her books and re-
al-life lessons to help service
members maneuver through
the emotional battlefield of
transitioning from the mili-
tary, take ownership of stories,
and heal using the power of
storytelling.

The Camouflaged Sisters
anthology series consists of
eight published books shar-
ing inspirational stories of 130
courageous military women.

The books cover leader-
ship, mentorship, sisterhood,

challenges, combat surviving
military sexual assault, toxic
leadership, PTSD and surviv-
ing domestic violence.

Ashley ~ Booker-Knight:
Booker-Knight served in the
United States Army for 10
years achieving the highest
rank of SSG.

She served with great al-
legiance in locations such as
Heidelberg, Germany, Iraq,
Hawaii and Fort Hood. She
served as a passionate quarter-
master soldier 92Y30.

She is a published author
and a positive life influenc-
er. She walks by faith and is
known for executing missions
beyond fear.

Michael ~ Lynn  Gra-
ham: Graham graduated from
Athens High in Athens, Texas
in 1965 as a proud and eager
Hornet. He attended Hen-
derson County Jr. College
through 1967.

At the height of the Viet-
nam War he volunteered
to serve in the U.S. Navy.
His boot camp was in Great
Lakes, where he became a
seaman apprentice. His first
orders were to report aboard
the USS. John W. Weeks, a
Fletcher Class destroyer.

His next promotion was to
boatswain mate in the first di-
vision. His shakedown cruise
was to Guantanamo Bay, prior
to sailing to Vietnam in 1969.
His ship’s duty was to pro-
tect the aircraft carriers which
were conducting air strikes on
the Vietcong.

They also stationed on
the gun line to fire spot shots
ashore for the troops in the
country. His duty in Vietnam
was completed in nine months
upon returning to Norfolk, Va.

His next deployment was
aboard the USS Gearing de-
stroyer DD710 out of Groton,
Conn. He sailed to the Medi-
terranean area to cruise ports
in Italy and Spain where he
trained reserves until honor-
ably discharged in 1971.

After his service he had a
career in plant operations and
insurance sales while raising
his family in Palestine, Texas.
Upon retirement he spends his
time with family and playing
golf with his 99-yr-old father,

a veteran of WWIL.

William “Buzz” Barron:
Barron’s book, “Crew Chief,
‘be he ne’er so vile,” provides
more than a glimpse into what
it took to maintain, service,
launch, and recover the work-
horse of the air war up north.

His story is more than
just what it was like to be a
crew chief; it is about grow-
ing up, it is about life. He
presents his story with great
detail in the vernacular of his
native language — Texan!

His writing is full of ear-
nest passion, humility and
empathy, sprinkled with sub-
tle humor and some out right
passages of out loud laughter.

Master Sgt. Wes Fields:
Fields is a 24-year service and
a combat veteran. He earned
62 decorations and awards
while serving in the United
States Air Force as an aerial

Bring back

Chris ®

gunner on the AC-130H Spec-
tre Gunship assigned to the
United States Air Force Spe-
cial Operations Command.
He participated in numerous
special operation missions
throughout the world.

In addition to the demon-
strations by the U.S. Navy
Blue Angels and the U.S. Air
Force F-16 Viper Demo Team
this year’s event will also in-
clude performances by the
Houston’s U.S. Coast Guard
Air Station, TORA! TORA!
TORA!, Debby Rihn-Harvey,
RE/MAX Skydive Team, and
Extreme Flight With Patrick
McAlee.

To learn more about tick-
et options, display aircraft,
additional event attractions,
travel accommodations, spon-
sorship, or volunteer opportu-
nities, visit www.wingsover
houston.com.

Daniel

REPUBLICAN for DISTRICT CLERK

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY THESE
PUBLIC SAFETY ORGANIZATIONS

suspected it would.

“I learned how to play the
sport from Coach Stiglich.
From Coach  Wesbrooks
at Lamar, I also learned so
much about family and its
importance in creating the
person I am today.

“It continues to be a plea-
sure working with the USTA
Texas and national staffs to
promote not only tennis, but
also the opportunities for
Hispanics and everyone in
our diverse society.

“And of course, with my
own family—my wife, son

and daughter—I’m so thank-
ful for their support, and even
involvement, in tennis.

“In fact, nothing makes
me prouder than to see my
son, Mitchell, who is now an
assistant tennis coach—at a
rival high school!

“He is truly following in
my footsteps, already direct-
ing a toy-raising Christmas
season tournament in Galves-
ton—"Toys for a Claus”—for
the last five years, benefiting
the island’s Ronald McDon-
ald House on an annual basis
since 2017.”

Dobie High School tennis coach Manuel Moreno Jr.
(right) caught up with Class of 2012 graduate and former
Dobie tennis player Melanie Thompson at the program’s

reunion earlier this month.

l$200 OFF

I on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR I

OR
SEWER REPAIR ||

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations

_281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

* Jury Duty

.
o

» Court Records

* Passports

Early Voting
Oct24-Nov 4

Election Day
Nov 8

pd. pol. Ad, Chris Daniel Campaign, Fred Zeidman Treasurer
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