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Kirkwood to meet Jan. 26

The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 26, at the Sagemont Community Center,
11507 Hughes Road. Meetings are typically
scheduled for the last Thursday of the month.
For additional information, call Kirkwood
Civic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at
281-989-9990.

Library donations sought

The Friends of Parker Williams Branch
Library group is seeking donated materials
from the South Belt community. Items sought
include DVDs, CDs, gently used children’s
books and adult fiction. Donations can be
dropped off during regular library hours at
10851 Scarsdale Blvd.

Local COVID cases reported

The number of active COVID-19 cases in
the South Belt community remained roughly
on par with the previous week, according to
county health officials.

As of Tuesday, Jan. 24, there were 104 ac-
tive cases in 77089, down three from the pre-
vious week. To date, 137 from the ZIP code
have died from the disease, no increase from
the previous week.

In ZIP code 77075, there were 20 active
cases, no increase from the previous week.
To date, there have been 81 deaths in the ZIP
code, no increase from the previous week.

In 77034, there were 29 active cases, down
one from the previous week. To date, 90 resi-
dents from ZIP code 77034 have died from the
disease, no increase from the previous week.

This marked the fifth consecutive week
with no COVID-related deaths in the imme-
diate South Belt community. See related story
on this page.

According to Harris County officials, the
vast majority of the fatalities suffered from
pre-existing health issues.

Statistics are updated daily and include
numbers from within the Houston city limits
and throughout Harris County. To view an in-
teractive map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.
arcgis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set

At least one northbound main lane and one
southbound main lane on the Gulf Freeway will
be closed from FM 518 to FM 517 in League
City daily from 9 am. to 3 p.m. and nightly
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Friday, March 31.

Both the northbound entrance and south-
bound entrance ramps from FM 518 in League
City will be completely closed until further no-
tice. Motorists should use the entrance ramps
from SH 96.

The northbound exit ramp to FM 517 in
Dickinson will be completely closed until fur-
ther notice. Motorists should use the north-
bound exit ramp to Holland/Hughes.

Two outside northbound frontage road
lanes on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from
West Medical Boulevard to Bay Area Boule-
vard daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. through Fri-
day, May 5.

One middle northbound frontage road
lane on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from
NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to Bay Area
Boulevard daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through
Monday, May 22.

Two outside southbound lanes on the Gulf
Freeway will be closed from Texas City Rail-
road to SH 6/SH 146 in La Marque nightly
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further notice.

The northbound entrance ramps from
both FM 519/Main Street and FM 1765/Tex-
as Avenue in La Marque will be completely
closed until further notice. Motorists should
use the next available northbound entrance
ramp.

Beltway closures planned

Two northbound and two southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lanes will be closed at
Fairmont Parkway daily from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m.
through Friday, March 31. Significant delays
are expected.

The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to
four lanes in each direction.

Ellington e-recycling set

The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Feb. 11,
at the Neighborhood Recycling Center at El-
lington Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Resi-
dents are encouraged to arrive early, however, as
the event ends once trucks are full.

Recycling electronics keeps potentially
harmful materials, such as mercury, cadmium,
lead and cathode ray tubes out of the waste
stream and the environment.

The collection events take place the second
Saturday of each month. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.houstonsolidwaste.org or
call 311.

Knights host spaghetti dinner

The Knights of Columbus Council 9201
will have a spaghetti dinner at the Social Hall
of St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church,
11011 Hall Road this Friday, Jan. 27, from 4
to 7 p.m. Cost is $10.00 for spaghetti, meat-
balls, salad, bread and iced tea or lemonade —
eat in or take out. Children 12 and under cost
is $5.00, eat in only. Proceeds will support the
church capital campaign.

Strong winds rip through South Belt

The South Belt area was hit hard by thunder-
storms the afternoon of Tuesday, Jan. 24, with
strong winds leaving a path a destruction though
much of the community.

A tornado touched down near Beamer just
north of Beltway 8, causing extensive damage to
Beamer Place Apartments and Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate. No injuries were reported at either loca-
tion.

Pasadena ISD Assistant Superintendent Alyta
Harrell praised the Beverly Hills staff for their ef-
forts of caring for the students, who were on cam-
pus at the time of the incident.

(Beverly Hills Principal Stacey Barber) and her
team were amazing,” said Pasadena ISD Assistant
Superintendent Alyta Harrell. “The students and
staff stepped up and literally saved lives. Once
again, the South Belt came together as a commu-
nity.”

According to Harrell, the campus suffered ex-
tensive damage, including broken windows.

Harrell said the school district will offer sup-
port to those affected moving forward.

“Once everyone was safe, we then shifted to
providing support,” Harrell said, noting the school
district has just begun to assess the extensive dam-
age. “And with all the damage and destruction in
the community, we’re going to continue to pro-
vide support.”

Pasadena ISD’s Memorial High School, Bondy
Intermediate and Teague Elementary were also re-
portedly struck by a tornado.

Pasadena ISD was closed Wednesday, due to
lack of power at many campuses. At press time,
it was unclear if the school district would resume
classes on Thursday.

Power outages were widespread throughout the
community, with many still wiout it at press time
Wednesday.

Downed power lines were also common in the

community, with one such downed power line
causing the closure of all southbound main lanes
and frontage road lanes on the Gulf Freeway at
Fuqua, causing extensive traffic delays for several

hours. Another similar downed line caused Sabo
to be closed near Fuqua, adding to the significant
traffic issues.

While less problematic than the wind, the

South Belt area also received substantial rainfall,
with the gauge at the Beamer Ditch at Hughes
Road recording 1 inch of rainfall in just 15 min-
utes, according to county officials.
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Tornado touches down in South Belt community

J

frontage road lanes at Blackhawk Boulevard.

A tornado touched down in the community Jan. 24, causing extensive
damage. An overturned car is shown above on the eastbound Beltway 8

Photo by Griz Gomez Molina

Strong winds toppled a vehicle on Kirkhall Drive in the Kirkwood sub-
division during strong storms Tuesday. At press time, there were no
known fatalities. See more photos on Page 2.

=

LT

Photo by James Saint James

Proposed developments cause concern

Multiple developers are once again applying
to the state for approval to construct subsidized
apartment complexes in the South Belt commu-
nity.

There are currently nine proposed complexes
to be considered for government credit. See re-
lated map on this page.

The nine complexes would all be located
within approximately 3 miles of each other, if
approved. See related map on this page.

The topic of government-subsidized housing
has long been a controversial one in the South
Belt community.

A primary concern is the high concentration
of existing low-income apartment complexes
already in the area. There are currently at least
10 government-subsidized apartment complexes
between Almeda Mall and Dixie Farm Road.

Low-income developments traditionally put
an extra strain on local fire departments and

law enforcement agencies. According to offi-
cials from the Clear Brook City Municipal Util-
ity District, the local Highland Meadow Village
apartment complex has roughly five times more
annual calls for police and ambulance service
than single-family residences in the community.

A second traditional concern involves the add-
ed burden to area schools. If approved, students
living in the proposed complexes would all at-
tend Dobie High School, which is already over-
crowded. Despite being recently constructed, the
school currently has multiple portable buildings
on campus, as it is overcapacity.

Three of the nine proposed apartment com-
plexes would cater exclusively to seniors. Such
developments traditionally attract less opposi-
tion from critics.

While both the Leader and the South Belt-El-
lington Chamber of Commerce have expressed
opposition to any additional subsidized family

HPD: violent crime down in 2022

Incidents down 9 percent compared to 2021

Violent crime in the city of Houston dropped
in 2022, according to Houston Police Chief Troy
Finner.

Based on preliminary crime data from 2022,
the police chief recently presented a detailed
crime summary report to Houston City Council,
highlighting reductions in violent crime across
all council districts.

According to Finner, the violent crime rate de-
creased by 9 percent compared to 2021.

The police chief attributed the decrease in vi-
olent crime to the hard work of Houston Police
Department officers, Mayor Sylvester Turner’s
One Safe Houston initiative and the support of
the Houston City Council and local citizens.

Preliminary data shows decreases in three oth-
er violent crime categories; with robberies down

by 9 percent, aggravated assaults down by 8 per-
cent and rapes down by 18 percent.

Safety and security of our city is paramount.
In 2022, for the fifth consecutive year, HPD offi-
cers and investigators arrested more than 21,000
individuals charged with felony offenses, total-
ing more than 105,000 arrests.

The city experienced an increase in property
crimes in 2022. Thefts of catalytic converters by
an organized crime ring and thefts of firearms not
properly secured in vehicles, drove up the report-
ed auto theft crimes by 11 percent.

To address the thefts, HPD leadership, offi-
cers, and support staff prioritized the education
of Houstonians and utilized its partnerships and
targeted surveillance in communities across the
city to proactively prevent property crime.

Leader remembers 2022 highlights

The Leader continues its look back on 2022
with a list of some of the significant stories of the
year. For highlights up to March 24, see the Jan. 19
edition of the Leader.

March 24

A man was fatally shot outside an apartment
complex about 2:20 a.m. Wednesday, March 16,
in the 1200 block of Redford near Edgebrook and
the Gulf Freeway. According to Houston Police
Department officials, patrol officers responded
to a shooting at the above address and found the
victim, Rufus Banks, lying on a sidewalk unre-
sponsive suffering from a gunshot wound. Hous-
ton Fire Department paramedics arrived and pro-
nounced Banks dead at the scene. At press time,
there was no known suspect(s) or motive. No im-
mediate arrests were made.

March 31

At its March 29 meeting, the Pasadena ISD
board of trustees approved Demond Stafford
as Dobie High School’s new varsity football
head coach. He became the 11th head football
coach in the high school’s 54-year history. Staf-
ford replaced Kevin Berneathy, who now serves
as head coach at La Porte High School. Under
Berneathy’s leadership, Dobie made the playofts

four consecutive years from 2018 to 2021. Most
recently, Stafford was head coach at Sam Ray-
burn, where he had served since 2019. He previ-
ously served as an assistant coach at Dobie.
April 7
During a special called board meeting on Feb.
15, the Pasadena ISD board of trustees unani-
mously called for a $305 million bond referen-
dum for the May 7 ballot. If approved, the pro-
posed bond package will include major safety,
security and technology upgrades. The bond was
to be divided into three ballot propositions (Prop-
osition A, Proposition B and Proposition C) that
residents will have the opportunity to vote on in-
dividually. Proposition A ($281,269,000) would
replace four aging elementary campuses (Bailey,
Jessup, Parks and Williams, all of which were
constructed more than 60 years ago); Proposi-
tion B ($14,921,000) would address technology
upgrades; and Proposition C ($8,810,000) would
address athletics needs.
April 14
Three senior staffers for Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo were indicted Monday, April 11,
on charges that they helped steer a controversial
Continued on Page 4

developments in the area, they have each voiced
their support for the proposed 55+ Laurel at
Blackhawk development, which would be locat-
ed on Blackhawk between Almeda Genoa and
Fuqua.

According to Leader publisher Marie Flick-
inger, the groups back the proposal because the
seniors-only complex won’t put an added strain
on local schools like its family counterparts and

because such facilities are needed in the aging
South Belt community.

In past years, the Leader has been supportive
of multiple other 55+ developments in the South
Belt community, including Southdown Trace
Trail located near Beltway 8 and Conklin.

To move forward with the latest proposals,
developers must first gain the community’s sup-

Continued on Page 2

Low-income complexes proposed
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Developers have proposed nine new subsidized apartment complexes in the South Belt
area, concerning some who feel there already two many such existing developments in
the community. The yellow pins on the above map indicate where the proposed complexes
would be located if approved by local officials. There are currently at least 10 such develop-
ments already located in the South Belt community.

Area goes month with no COVID deaths
Marks Ist time since initial 2020 deaths

This past week, the South Belt community
passed a milestone in its COVID-19 recovery ef-
forts, as it marked the first time the immediate
area went an entire month without any deaths at-
tributed to the disease since the first local deaths
were reported in early August 2020.

According to Harris County health officials,
ZIP code 77089 had 137 COVID-related deaths
as of Tuesday, Dec. 20. Approximately one
month later on Thursday, Jan. 19, that figure was
still being reported by the county.

Similarly, Harris County Health reported 81
COVID-related deaths in ZIP code 77075 on
both Dec. 20 and Jan. 19.

ZIP code 77034 reported 90 COVID-related
deaths on both Dec. 20 and Jan. 19, according to
Harris County health officials.

By comparison, during the same time period
the previous year, each of the three ZIP codes
in the immediate South Belt community was re-
porting at least one COVID-related death per

week, totaling at least 15 deaths for the entire
month.

At press time, there had been 11,466
COVID-related deaths countywide.

Both the infection rate and death rate of the
disease have consistantly dropped since the in-
troduction of the COVID-19 vaccine in the
spring of 2021.

The trend of no new local COVID-related
deaths has continued into its second month, with
no new casualties now being reported again this
week.

See related sidebar entry.

According to Harris County officials, the vast
majority of the fatalities suffered from pre-exist-
ing health issues.

Statistics are updated daily and include num-
bers from within the Houston city limits and
throughout Harris County. To view an interactive
map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.arcgis.com/
pages/cumulative-data.
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Tornado, storm hits South Belt; no fatalities

See more photos in next week’s Leader. Photos by Marie Flickinger, David Flickinger, Natalie Abarca, Kelvin Lopez and Patty Spence.
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One of at least 80 vehicles damaged at Beverly Hills Intermediate is shown above.

Housing proposal

Continued from Page 1
port, before moving up the lad-
der to City Council, then the
state Legislature. The develop-
ments, however, do not specifi-
cally require Council approval,
as state tax-credit awards are
based on a varied point system.
In the spring, the Texas De-
partment of Housing and Com-
munity Affairs will hold public
hearings in various locations
around the state or virtually to
gather input on Competitive
Housing Tax Credit applica-
tions. The hearing schedule

along with contact information
for written public comment
will be published on TDHCA’s
Public Comment Center of its
website later in the spring.

An interested party or
neighborhood  organization
can provide comments on any
and all applications at each
hearing, or can provide written
comments to the department
by email at HTCPC@tdhca.
state.tx.us or by mail at the fol-
lowing address:

Texas Department of Hous-
ing and Community Affairs

Public Comment — Multi-
family Finance Division

P O Box 13941

Austin, Texas 78711-3941

Residents should note that
in order for input on Compet-
itive Housing Tax Credit ap-
plications to be included in the
materials relating to presenta-
tion for awards to be provided
to the Governing Board of the
Texas Department of Hous-
ing and Community Affairs, it
must be received by the depart-
ment by 5 p.m., local Austin
time, June 1.

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.
Bracewell Branch Library

Bracewell Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. For information, visit https://houstonli-
brary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-
393-2580. Hours are: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Wednesdays,

noon — 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 — 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Closed Sundays.
Tuesdays, 10:30 — 11 a.m. Outdoors storytime for all ages. Plan to enjoy a good story at Brace-
well in the fresh outdoors, weather permitting.
Visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events for more library events.

Parker Williams Library

Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Visit the website at https://www.
hepl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or call 832-927-7870.
The book drop is open. No late fees will be charged during the library closure. Social media
links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”

— After receiving notification that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.

— Have a library card number and PIN handy.

— A pickup time and instructions will be given.

— Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.

— Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verification.

Hours are: Monday — Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday, 1- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5
p-m. Closed Sundays. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library.
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Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners

281-481-5656

A tornado caused extensive damage at The Parker at Ellington apartments on Fuqua near SH

Deaths

Patricia Jean
(McQueary)
Hungate

|

Patricia Jean (McQueary)
Hungate, 85, passed away
peacefully on Jan. 15, 2023, at
home, with family by her side.
She was born on March 16,
1937, in Chicago, 11 to Thom-
as P. McQueary and Evelyn M.
(Barnes) McQueary.

Patricia graduated from
Reavis High School in Chi-
cago. She married her high
school sweetheart, Thomas
Edwin Hungate, on Jan. 8,
1955, and they would have cel-
ebrated 68 years of marriage
this year. Patricia was a doting
wife, loving mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother and
faithful friend. While she loved
spending time with family the
most, over the years she was
involved in many hobbies and
activities. She loved to bowl
and was a league bowler in
Florida and Houston.

Patricia and her husband
were both sports enthusiasts,
from local Dobie High Schools
sports teams to their beloved
Oilers (now the Texans) and
Astros. She liked volunteering
for many of her kids’ various
school activities such as her
roles as Westbury and Dobie
HS Bands’ treasurer for many
years. She volunteered for
years at a clothing and house-
hold goods ministry, SEAM
(Southeast Area Ministries).

She and her husband rev-
eled in attending her kids” and
grandkids’ performances, con-
certs, sporting events and recit-
als. She sang in the choir at St.
Thomas More parish. Patricia
loved doing crossword puzzles
and solved them in pen —she
was just that good. She loved
watching game shows and,
of course, got all the answers
correct most of the time. One
of her favorite pastimes was
playing bingo. Patricia was
a fan of her soap operas and
was elated to attend a meet and
greet with her General Hospi-
tal favorites. While raising her
Hungate eight she had lots of
opportunities to cook many
meals for them that they loved
and asked continually for her
to make. Although there are
way too many to name, just a
few that her family mentioned
were her yummy tuna noodle
casserole, boiled peanuts and
chicken and dumplings. And,
of course, don’t forget the des-
serts she made each year for
birthdays and holidays.

In addition to her parents,
she is preceded in death by her
beloved husband; her sister,
Elaine (McQueary) Baczynski
(husband Edward Baczynski);
brother, Thomas McQueary
(wife Sandy McQueary);
son-in-law Robert E Towery;
grandson, Jeremy Towery; and
granddaughter, Jessica Mae
Shirley.

She is survived by two sons
and six daughters, Dawn (Da-
vid) Eagan, Pamela (Marvin)
Towery-Belt, Cheryl (James)
Best, Lori (Bill) Carey, Na-
nette (Steve) Boehme, Thom-
as (Angela) Hungate, Teresa
(Gary) Withrow, and Chris

Hungate; 18 grandchildren,
Jennifer Eagan, Sarah (Chris)
Eagan Baecke, Jeffrey Eagan,
Jeriod (Carole) Towery, Lea-
hanne (Michael) Alexander,
Teresa N. Towery, Jacob Best,
Rachel (Gabe Rivera) Carey,
William Carey, Brianna (Dal-
las) Jacobson, Bailey Hungate,
Mark (Brittany) Brown, Kiris-
tina (Chevosky Arnsworth)
Carpenter, Matthew Withrow,
Caleb Withrow, Liam (fian-
ce’ Caraline Winkel) Hungate,
Olivia Hungate, and Maxfield
Hungate; nine great-grand-
children, Steven Loyde, Kiera
Maldonado, Adrian Arregoyte,
Chezre Arnsworth, Chevosky
Arnsworth, Tyler Withrow,
Emmeline Alexander, Finneg-
an Alexander and Abigail Bae-
cke; two siblings, sister Geri
(Bill) Hambley and brother
Michael (Susan) McQueary
and extended family, friends,
and neighbors.

A drop-in service of re-
membrance and celebration
will be held Sunday, Jan. 29,
from 1 to 4 p.m. (eulogy at 2
p-m.) at Walter Hall Park Ban-
quet Hall, 807 SH 3, League
City, TX 77573.

Joe Henry
Moreno

Retired USMC Sgt. Maj.
Joe Henry Moreno passed
away peacefully into the pres-
ence of his Savior Jan. 18,
2023. Moreno was born Sept.
4, 1935, in Beeville, Texas to
Myrtle and Joe Moreno. Joe
retired from the U.S. Marine
Corps with 41 years and 11
months of service. He was
a 3rd Degree member of the
Knights of Columbus, Council
No. 3700, Pasadena. Joe loved
to fish and hunt and spend time
with his children and grand-
children.

Joe is survived by his loving
wife of 65 years, Ramona Tre-
vino Moreno; son, Joe Frank
Moreno and wife Tami More-
no of Pearland; daughter Kar-
en Bailey and husband David
Bailey of La Grange; daughter,
Jan Muras and husband David
Muras of La Grange; son, Ray-
mond Moreno and wife Lorrie
Moreno of Pearland; 10 grand-
children; and five great-grand-
children.

Joe is preceded in death by
his parents, his sisters Hilda
Lerma and Sylvia Brandon;
and his brother Arturo “Ate”
Moreno.

Funeral Mass services will
be held Thursday, Jan. 26 at
St. Luke the Evangelist, 11011
Hall Road, beginning with a
Rosary to be recited at 10:15
a.m., a funeral Mass at 11 a.m.
and a reception following.

Funeral services are Friday,
Jan. 27 will be at 11 a.m. at
Trevino Funeral Home, 401
W. Springer St, Beeville, fol-
lowed by interment at San Pe-
dro Cemetery, Clareville, TX
78102.

Pallbearers will be David
Muras, Mason Muras, David
Bailey, Homer Bailey, Cory
Moreno and Phillip Adamcik.

Honorary pallbearers will
be Milton Dittrich and James
Muecke.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Catholic Church

11011 Hall Rd.

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Sunday

Tuesday & Thursday

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Monday, Wednesday & Friday

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)

5:30 p.m.

8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*

1 p.m. Misa en Espanol*
9 a.m.

7 p.m.

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251
Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord
in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian
based child care for the local community. Director
Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take
perfect care of your children while you work.

§i 281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com
10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair
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Shown here are Moore Elementary students and teachers celebrating the Lunar New Year with a parade. Above, left to right, are (first row) Sandra
Rodriguez (paraprofessional), Sofia Tahay, Autumn Silva, (second row) Makayla Marr, Sophia Nguyen, Darvin Nguyen, Jessica Tran, Noah Nguyen,
Memphis Alvarez, Miriam Portillo, Kenny Huynh, (third row) Olivia Flores, Mikaela Portillo, Oliver Theriot, Christina Le-Tran (ESL teacher), (fourth
row) Lyann Tran, Jaqueline Pham, Emma Nguyen, Emilie Zamora, Han Tran, Calvin Tran, Damian Hudson, Simon Nguyen, (fifth row) Justin Nguyen,
Joshua Menaham, Zainab Mairaj, Tracy Tran, Sophia Mai, Dharma Figueroa, (sixth row) Noah Canales, Sylvia Theriot (ESL teacher), Priscilla Nguy-
en (ESL paraprofessional), Ava Ahmad and Robert Reyna.
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Lunar New Year celebrated at Moore Elementary

Above are Noah Nguyen (left) and Jessica Tran, cele-
brating the Lunar New Year.

Gala to support CCISD teachers

The Clear Creek Educa-
tion Foundation (CCEF) is
excited to announce its first
Regency gala: A Royal Af-
fair, Saturday, Feb. 4 at South
Shore Harbour Conference
Center to help raise money
for Clear Creek ISD teachers
by funding their innovative
classroom grants. Everyone
is invited to attend.

The evening’s festivities
will begin at 6:30 p.m. with
a three-course meal, live mu-
sic with the Black Cat Choir
Band, dancing, a Golden
Raffle, a whiskey tasting and
a live auction.

The CCEF Regency Gala:
A Royal Affair is support-

Beverly Hills Intermediate celebrates honor roll students

Beverly Hills Intermediate
officials recently announced
their honor roll students for
the third six-weeks period of
the 2022-2023 school year.

Seventh-grade

Yaslin Acosta, Arie Ad-
ams, Lilah Aguayo, Daniel
Alvarez, Giovannie Alvear,
Chloe Anderson, Andrea
Arredondo, Gimenna Arre-
dondo, Amiyah Barnes, An-
gelica Barragan, Zadie Bat-
tarbee, Darryl Campbell,
Javanni Capuchino and Ma-
rio Cardona.

Ivanka Chapa, Dami-
an Chavez, Alondra Cruz,
Alyssa Davis, Anita Djato,
Ricky Doan, Jacqueline En-
riquez, Jessica Escobar, Mya
Flores, Noah Foxworth, Trin-

ity Franks, Issabella Gaitan,
Isabella Garcia, Miguel Gar-
cia, Ethan Guerrero, Dami-
an Gutierrez and Yindianaid
Ayala Hernandez.

Elizabeth Hernandez,
Luna Hernandez, Mia Her-
nandez, Natalia Hernandez,
Ineke Hicks, Lizbeth Hino-
josa, Angela Huynh, Carden
Huynh, Cruz Jasso, Karmen
Jasso, Nhu Le, Alexander
Limachi, Katherine Luvia-
no, Ashley Ly, Emmery Lynn
and Karely Maldonado.

Diego Marban, Alex-
is Martinez, Cayson Marti-
nez, Gamez Isaias Martinez,
Hammad Matin, Kyndall
McClain, Matthew Mellott,
Janenish Muniz, Angel Myl-
es, Cathy Nguyen, Johnny

Nguyen, Justin Nguyen and
Khai Nguyen.

Lucas Nguyen, Steven
Nguyen, Kendrik Norman,
Avery Payne, Susan Plata
Garcia, Martin Peng, Luis
Perez, Toryn Provost, Harsh
Rana, Bree Rennert, Rubi
Reyes, Reyna Rivera, Je’Li-
cia Rivet, Alyssa Rodriguez
and Joseph Rodriguez.

Dayra Rojas, Kailani
Rudd, Davien Sanni-Thomas,
Emiliano Servin, Bella Sher-
wood, Destiny Sidiropou-
los, Natalie Soto, Sanaa Ste-
phens, Kolby Stubblefield,
Shelby Talavera and Genesis
Tamez.

Dawson Tran, Kahlan
Tran, Kathleen Tran, Tammy
Tran, Yen Tran, Gabriel Tre-

vino, Olivia Trevino, Omar
Vega, Jose Villanueva, Ju-
lian Wagner Gonzales, Ethyn

Ybarra and Candi Zuniga.
Eighth-grade
Marianne Aiello, Vic-

tor Alanis, Carlos Albarran,
Katherine Alvarez, Brooke
Anderson, Sunisa Anderson,
Roy Azinge, Gissell Barba,
Arianna Bermudez, Qumaine
Bernard, Charles Bruno, Jef-
fry Cano Rodriguez, Nicho-
las Cantu and Gabrielle Cas-
tilleja.

Lucas Cena, Ashlyn Cole-
man, Melanie Colindres,
Jordyn Cooper, John Dang,
Gabriel Darby, Angel Davis,
Tahj Davis, Arcos De, Sadie
Dias, Jonathan Diaz, Eliz-
abeth Dinh, Devin Duong,

Ailey Espinoza, Makayla
Flowers, Roberto Gomez and
Marcos Gonzalez.

Angelina Guajardo, Cel-
ay Guerrero, Cleveland Hill,
Hannah Hua, Emma Jacob,
Joshua Jamaica, Monica Jas-
so, Ka’mauri Johnson, Ashia
Jones, Ariana Kainer, Huy Le
and Vu Le.

Thong Luong, McKenzie
Mandani, Serina Martinez,
Pretty Mccoy, Emma Mendi-
ola, Jillian Mikulski, Mcken-
zie Milburn, Nadia Mondrag-
on and Ashley Moreno.

Sophia Moya, Charles-
ton Nash, Duy Nguyen, Kel-
vin Nguyen, Linh Nguyen,
Mark Nguyen, Minh Nguy-
en, Vincent Nguyen, Jeremi-
ah O’neal, Estefani Orellana

Ramirez, Joseph Oviedo, Lu-
ciano Padilla, Kaitlyn Peci-
na, Vincent Pham, Andrew
Posey, Emely Quijano and
Amelie Ramirez.

Mia Ramirez, Cecilia
Reyna, Adelyn Rincon, Ta-
tiana Rodriguez, Cherish
Rogers, Daniel Salamanca,
Jacob Solis, Jonathan Solis,
Samyria Spriggs, Nehemiah
Stepney, Cecilia Suarez, Jen-
nifer Tan, Aiden Tellez and
Taylar Thomas.

Marlee Tillman, Tiffani
Tillman, Ximena Torres-zu-
niga, Daniel Tran, Kaylie
Tran, Alex Truong, Tuyet
Truong, Thomas Turrubi-
artes, Ruben Vasquez, Tina
Vo, Novyanna Von Dran and
Christopher Wickliff.

Meador Mustangs

Congratulations are in order for the five Meador Ele-
mentary students pictured here for being the campus sci-
ence fair finalists. They will take their winning projects
and represent Meador at the district science fair. Above,
fourth-grader Samuel Nfor holds his award in front of
his project titled, “Can U Taste It.” While family mem-
bers assisted with his experiments, Nfor used food color-
ing in a controlled liquid to test if color would affect the
taste of something in this curious project.

double as scientists, advance to district
£l RITMO

Third-grader Alana Rivas-Lopez tested the effects of

pollution on the world’s oceans in this insightful engi-
neering project. Using a variety of materials Rivas-Lo-
pez sought to understand how different liquids, as well
as heat, affect the oceans that protect the earth.

ence fair.

out the difference in energy produced between
windmills and generators. Meza constructed
two devices to emulate both a generator and a
windmill, which she will take to the district sci-

 Third-grader Janessa Murray (right) used inno- |
vative testing to observe if the color of light could
affect plant growth. While it is not shown in the
photo, Murray brought along with her poster
board an organized cubby system of the plants in-
volved in her experiment. Here, one would notice
each plant was receiving the same amount of light,
the only difference being its color.

Valkyrie Dennis, third-grader, took a medical ap-
proach with her project, having some of her family
members assist her in experimenting to determine
the differing effects various cardio activities have on

the human heart.

CARD.

ed by — Diamond sponsors
Chemical Process and Pro-
duction Inc. and Perdue Bran-
don Fielder Collins, Mott
LLP; Queen’s Court sponsors
- Moody Bank, Texas First
Bank and The Woodhouse
Spa; Duke of Hastings spon-
sors — AMOCO Federal Cred-
it Union, Bob Martin and Na-
tional Signs; and Promenade
sponsors - Michael and Kathy
Reeves, Brian and Heidi Rei-
gel, Bay Oaks Country Club,
Lion Aviation, LLC, Waldron
and Schneider, PLLC and Pre-
ferred Climate Solutions.
“What the Clear Creek
Education Foundation does
in our community is person-
al to me having been both an
alumnus of Clear Lake High
School and having my own
children attend CCISD. The
Foundation raises money to

your income taxes.

Shown with Nguyen are, left to right, ESL teacher Christi-
na Le-Tran and paraprofessional Sandra Rodriguez.

help our schools make inno-
vative changes in our class-
room that might not other-
wise occur. It is my absolute
pleasure to assist with com-
munity events that help fund
these projects like our up-
coming gala. This will truly
be the event of the season,”
said Chris Rylant, gala chair-
person.

Tickets and tables are still
available to purchase. Tick-
ets are $150 per person and
tables (seat 8) are $1200. All
are invited to attend to dance
the night away. In addition, a
block of rooms are available

for this event at South Shore
Harbour Resort. For more
information on the gala, vis-
it https://www.clearcreekedu
cationfoundation.org/regen
cy-gala-a-royal-affair.

Since its founding in
1992, CCEF has been a non-
profit dedicated to building
public education in CCISD
through grants and pro-
grams that empower every
student to achieve academic
and personal success. CCEF
has contributed over $5 mil-
lion to CCISD for innova-
tive programs in the class-
room.

19054 Gulf Fwy.
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South Belt-Ellington Leader looking back at 2022 highlights

Continued from Page 1

COVID-19 outreach con-
tract to a small company with
Democratic ties. Alex Trian-
taphyllis, Hidalgo’s former
deputy chief of staff who now
serves as chief of staff; Wallis
Nader, the judge’s deputy pol-
icy director; and Aaron Dunn,
a former top adviser who had
recently stepped down, each
face one count of misuse of
official information and one
count of tampering with a
government record — all fel-
ony charges. The controver-
sy surrounds an $11 million
vaccine-outreach contract that
was awarded this past June to a
company called Elevate Strat-
egies. The one-woman firm
Elevate Strategies beat out
other entities for the bid such
as UT Health, even though its
bid was $4 million higher, and
the company scored lower on
key evaluation criteria. The
three indicted individuals all
sat on the five-person com-
mittee tasked with selecting
the contractor. A month pri-
or to charges, Texas Rangers
raided the offices of the three
indicted staffers, seizing their
phones, laptops and desktops.

April 21

A man was fatally shot
around 4:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, April 13, at an apartment
complex in the 1300 block of
Redford near the Gulf Free-
way and Edgebrook. Robert
Clark was pronounced dead
at the scene. According to
Houston Police Department
officials, patrol officers re-
sponded to a shooting at the
above address and found the
victim lying on a sidewalk
unresponsive suffering from
multiple gunshot wounds.
No immediate arrests were
made.

Dobie High School chem-
istry teacher Selene Verhofs-
tad won the 2022 Shell Urban
Science Educator Develop-
ment award. This national
science award has been giv-
en to only seven teachers in
the nation over the past eight
years. This award provides
support to diverse educators
in pursuit of professional
development with active par-
ticipation at the National Sci-
ence Teaching Association’s
National Conference on Sci-
ence Education and serves to
increase the science educator
talent pool of minority edu-
cators to meet the education
workforce challenge of the
future. The award consists of
$1,800 to be used to partic-

ipate in NSTA virtual con-
ference offerings. Recipients
will be invited to attend a va-
riety of workshops and pre-
sentations that are of particu-
lar interest to urban teachers
at the annual National Con-
ference. Verhofstad has been
a science teacher at the area
school for eight years, five
of which have spent teaching
chemistry. The esteemed ed-
ucator is also a part of Pas-
adena ISD’s Early College
High School program.
April 28

The Walgreens located
in the 10800 block of Scars-
dale at Beamer was robbed at
gunpoint around 11:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 21. Accord-
ing to officials with Precinct 2
constable’s office, two young
black males entered the store,
displayed handguns and forced
an employee toward the office
and demanded he open the
store’s safe. The suspects fled
the store with approximately
$5,000. No one was injured
during the robbery. No imme-
diate arrests were made.

The 10th annual Pasa-
dena ISD Athletics Hall of
Fame induction ceremony
took place Thursday, April
28, at the Pasadena Conven-
tion Center. In honor of the
event’s 10th anniversary, 10
recipients were inducted.
Inductees included Charlie
Goehring — Track and Cross
Country Coach (1971-2007);
TJ Mills (deceased) — Foot-
ball Coach (1977-2005);Wil-
burn Raby — Track Coach
(1952-1980); Steve Prentice
— Swimmer, South Houston
(Class of 1970); Bryan Will-
ingham — Football, Pasadena
(Class of 1971); Ron Schro-
eder — Golf, Sam Rayburn
(Class of 1975); Marlen Es-
parza — Boxing, Pasadena
(Class of 2007); Bo Snelson
— Football, Pasadena Memo-
rial (Class of 2009); Snelson
Family, including Billie (de-
ceased), and her two sons
John and Andy Snelson; and
Dobie Girls Softball Team,
1993 State Champions.

May 5

Precinct 8 District Pa-
trol deputies assisted with a
multiagency narcotics inves-
tigation that resulted in the
seizure of 603 pounds of mar-
ijuana, 1 kilo of cocaine, 2.65
pounds of methamphetamine
and 1.4 pounds of heroin.
Several weapons were also
seized. This case was con-
ducted over a 24-hour period
that involved deputies from

three different shifts.

For the eighth consecutive
year, students from Dobie
High School have qualified
for the state UIL Speech and
Debate competition. Qualify-
ing students included Jordan
Leahmah, 10th grade; Yaretzi
Martinez, ninth grade; Vale-
ria Arredondo, 10th grade;
Malia Curry, 12th Grade;
Lexi Martinez, 12th grade;
and Jocelyn Floyd, 1lth
grade.

May 12

The results from the May
7 elections have been tal-
lied, with voters deciding on
multiple state and local con-
tests. Locally, voters handily
approved all three proposals
of the $305 million Pasade-
na ISD bond referendum. In
the Clear Creek ISD elec-
tion, Misty Dawson narrow-
ly defeated Jessica Cejka in
the race for District 1 trust-
ee, beating her by just one
vote. In the contest for Clear
Creek ISD At-Large Posi-
tion B trustee, incumbent
Scott Bowen will maintain
his seat, defeating challeng-
ers Kyrsten Garcia and Carl
Nunn. In the Sagemeadow
MUD election, incumbent
Ted Heinrich was defeated
by write-in candidate Seth
Webb. Incumbents Edward
“Figg” Figueroa and Dean
Baier maintained their seats
on the Sagemeadow MUD
board.

A plane was forced to crash
land in a field near Dobie9 Fri-
day, May 6. The airplane was
to fly to San Antonio when it
experienced problems taking
off from Hobby and was forced
to land. The plane crashed into
the fence of a nearby residence
before coming to a stop. While
the crash coincided with the
school’s dismissal time, no
one was injured, including the
plane’s four passengers. The
accident knocked out power
to surrounding residences for
several hours.

A Houston police officer
was shot during a drug op-
eration Wednesday, May 4,
at a gas station in the 14300
block of the Gulf Freeway at
Astoria. Officer J. Sallee was
transported by private vehi-
cle and carried by eight of
his colleagues into Memorial
Hermann Southeast Hospital
in stable condition. The sus-
pect, Jimmy Bryan, 23, was
also shot during the incident.
He was also transported to
the hospital in stable condi-
tion.

Two drivers were killed
in a head-on collision around
1:50 a.m. Wednesday, May
4, in the 9600 block of SH
3/0ld Galveston Road near
Fuqua. According to Hous-
ton Police Department of-
ficials, the driver of a red
Toyota Tacoma pickup truck,
38, was traveling south near
the above address and failed
to stay in a single lane. The
Toyota then veered into on-
coming traffic and struck a
silver Nissan Versa traveling
northwest on Old Galveston
Road. Both drivers were pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

May 19

Axiom  Space  broke
ground on a new state-of-the-
art headquarters at Ellington
Airport, home of the future
Houston Spaceport. There,
Axiom Space — which is
developing Axiom Station,
the world’s first commercial
space station — will construct
a campus containing employ-
ee offices, astronaut training
and mission control facilities.
The station will also contain
engineering  development,
testing labs and a high bay
production facility to house
Axiom’s space station mod-
ules under construction.

Weber Elementary volun-
teer Melissa Page was named
Clear Creek ISD’s Volunteer
of the Year for the school
district’s entire elementary
level. Page has volunteered at
the area school for eight years
and supports the teachers and
Weber community by leading
various events and donation
drives and teacher apprecia-
tion activities.

May 26

The results from the May
24 primary runoff elections
were tabulated, with few sur-
prises. In the race to decide
who will be the Democratic
nominee for House District
147, Jolanda Jones edged
out opponent Danielle Keys
Bess. Jones went on to face
Republican Damian Jones in
the November general elec-
tion. In the race to decide
the Republican nominee for
Harris County Judge, Alex-
andra Mealer handily de-
feated opponent Vidal Marti-
nez. Mealer went on to face
County Judge Lina Hidalgo
in the November general
election. In the race to decide
the Republican nominee for
Harris County Precinct com-
missioner, former Precinct 2
Commissioner Jack Morman
was victorious over opponent

Jerry Mouton. In the Novem-
ber general election, Morman
faced Democratic incumbent
Adrian Garcia.

A contract construction
worker was killed around
9:30 a.m. Wednesday, May
18, in the 10400 block of
Fuqua near Beamer. Accord-
ing to police, the victim, was
placing safety cones around
his trailer to block an east-
bound lane at the above ad-
dress when the driver of a
Honda Odyssey van changed
lanes to avoid the closure and
struck the man. Witnesses
told police the worker was
possibly frightened by the
vehicle and jumped into the
roadway. The victim was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.
The driver was not injured,

He was determined to not be
impaired, was questioned and
released.

Longtime South Belt res-
ident Chris McDonald died
Sunday, May 22, at the age
of 50. A 1989 Dobie gradu-
ate, McDonald was active in
the community and served
on the board of the Sageglen
Civic Club. McDonald also
campaigned for public office
on multiple occasions, most
recently for the position of
Harris County Precinct 2
constable. McDonald had
more than 20 years of law
enforcement experience and
served as lieutenant for the
Baytown Police Department
at the time of his death.

Charges were filed against
a suspect arrested in the fatal

shooting of a male that took
place around 6:05 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 14, in the 9200
block of Kingsflower Circle
near Blackhawk and Beltway
8. Carlos Albert Garcia-Ve-
lasquez, 28, is charged with
murder in the 228th State
District Court. Jose Ramirez
was pronounced dead at the
scene. According to Hous-
ton Police Department ofi-
cials, officers responded to a
shooting at the above address
and found the male victim in-
side his vehicle, parked in the
driveway of the residence. He
had sustained multiple gun-
shot wounds. Garcia-Velas-
quez was at the location when
police arrived, and he was
subsequently detained at the
scene. Further investigation

Dobie DECA advances to state
T ) (S R

Shown above, left to right, is Dobie sophomore Jared Toro with juniors Gizelle Flores
and Daniela Garza. Junior Ashley Jimenez is not pictured. The four Dobie High School
DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) students recently earned honors at the
District Career Development Conference, which have qualifies them to compete at the
State Career Development Conference in Dallas March 9-11. Toro competed in financial
consulting; Flores and Ashley Jimenez competed in project management community giv-
ing; and Garza competed in professional selling. The DECA advisers are Jeff McKnight

and Amber Allan.

Math to be celebrated at Genoa

Mathematics will turn fes-
tive, so claims Genoa Ele-
mentary faculty. From Jan. 30
through Feb. 3 students and
teachers will celebrate Math
Spirit Week, and they invite all
PISD students to spend each
day celebrating characteristics
of being a mathematician.

On Monday, Jan. 30 the
theme is Students are Problem
Solvers and Mathletes, so they

will wear sports or athletic gear
with numbers.

Tuesday, Jan. 31 students
“shape” their minds by en-
gaging in productive strug-
gles, and will wear geometric
shapes.

Wednesday, Feb. 1, stu-
dents can dress like a math
superhero to display their pos-
itive disposition and math su-
perpowers.

Thursday, Feb. 2, students
will commemorate the one
hundredth day of school by
wearing a representation of
the number 100.

Friday, Feb. 3 to show that
everyone is a mathematician,
students will wear an example
of math in real life.

Next week’s issue of the
Leader will include photos
from Math Spirit Week.

Remember When

identified Garcia-Velasquez
as a suspect in this case, and
the Harris County District
Attorney’s Office accepted
charges on him for his role in
the shooting.

June 2

Dobie  High  School
named its 2022 Teacher of
the Year and New Teacher
of the Year. Coach Shane
Brown was named Teach-
er of the Year, while Coach
Hector Saldivar was named
New Teacher of the Year.

Clear Brook High School
was placed on lockdown
Wednesday, May 25, after
a scare involving a gun. Ac-
cording to Clear Creek ISD
officials, the incident began
when alert Brook students
reported a social media post
of a student holding a gun.
While the photo was not tak-
en on school grounds, law
enforcement officers still
viewed the post as a possible
threat and removed the stu-
dent in question from class
to be searched. During the
search, police discovered an
unloaded gun and immedi-
ately placed the campus on
lockdown. The lockdown was
lifted once law enforcement
deemed the campuses safe.

June 9

Atkinson teacher Ambika
Adimoolah was selected Pas-
adena ISD’s 2022 New Ele-
mentary Teacher of the Year.
Williams Elementary teacher
Jessica Garza was named the
district’s Elementary Teach-
er of the Year, while South
Houston High School teacher
Tim Laza was named the dis-
trict’s Secondary Teacher of
the Year.

Houston firefighters re-
sponded to an apartment fire
around 1:30 a.m. May 27 in
the 9900 block of Windmill
Lakes Boulevard. According
to Houston Fire Department
officials, firefighters arrived
on scene to find and extin-
guish a small fire that was
confined to one bedroom.
The fire caused approximate-

ly $7,000 in damage. No inju-
ries were reported.
June 16

A fatal crash that took
place around 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 8, in the
13900 block of Beamer near
Dixie Farm Road. Accord-
ing to Houston Police De-
partment officials, Donna
Davis, 58, was driving a red
Kia Soul northbound at the
above address when she had
a medical episode, lost con-
trol of the vehicle, drove over
the grassy median and into
southbound lanes of traffic.
The Kia then struck a blue
Chevrolet Trailblazer travel-
ing south on Beamer. Para-
medics transported Davis to
nearby Memorial Hermann
Southeast Hospital, where
she was pronounced dead. A
passenger in the Kia and the
driver of the Chevrolet were
transported to the hospital for
treatment of non-life-threat-
ening injuries. Davis was
discovered to have suffered a
heart attack prior to the crash.

Murder charges have
been filed against a suspect
accused of fatally shooting
a man the previous January
at an apartment complex in
the 1200 block of Redford
near Edgebrook and the Gulf
Freeway. Eddrel Antonio
Brown, 28, is charged with
murder in the 230th State
District Court. He is accused
in the Jan. 28 killing of Lee
Mayfield, 30. According to
police, officers responded to
a report of a person down at
an apartment complex at the
above address. Upon arrival,
officers found signs of forced
entry to an apartment and the
victim’s body inside. He had
multiple gunshot wounds and
appeared to be in the early
stages of decomposition.
Further investigation identi-
fied Brown as the suspect in
this case. Brown was arrested
Wednesday, June 1, without
incident.

To be continued in next
week’s Leader.
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45 years ago (1978)

Edward O’Brien, Da-
vid Koetter and Larry Eh-
rlich were all awarded as
outstanding players at the
varsity football banquet.

The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District board
of trustees approved the
school calender, sched-
uling of presentations of
diplomas and summer
school for the school year
of 1978 and 1979.

40 years ago (1983)

A crack down on
drugs in Pasadena district
schools resulted in the
search of approximately
100 students at Pasadena
High School.

Members of the United
Sports Association were
asked to approve baseball
fields on Choate Road.
Included in the improve-
ments were lighting for
four fields and a two-sto-
ry concession stand.

35 years ago (1988)

A Columbian citizen
residing in the Kirkmont
subdivision was charged
with possession of an
illegal substance after
Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy investigators found
two kilograms of cocaine
at his home.

Speculation that Dr.
E.T. Lon Luty had a
short future as Pasadena
Independent School Dis-
trict superintendent had
become intense amidst
his evaluation by the
district’s board of trust-
ees. One year later, Luty
accepted the position of
superintendent of the
Fresno Unified School
District in Fresno, Calif.

30 years ago (1993)

A decision by the
Clear Creek Independent
School District board of
trustees left in question
the issue of where We-
ber students would be
schooled for the 1993-
1994 school year.

Sagemeadow resident
John Elam stepped down
from his position on the
Pasadena  Independent
School District school
board after serving for
nine nonconsecutive
years.

25 years ago (1998)

J.A. Babb, a 1982 Do-
bie graduate, published
his first book, titled Let-
ters for Your Children: a
Wake-Up Call for Par-

ents.

A fifth-grade boy from
Burnett Elementary was
diagnosed with  viral
meningitis.

20 years ago (2003)

An outside review of
Pasadena  Independent
School District’s updated
growth study by Ameri-
can Metro Study indicat-
ed that 10,000 new homes
or apartment units would
be built in the western
part of the district before
2006.

Aaron Gary Day, 21,
of Sabo Village Apart-
ments, was shot to death
in a road rage incident
in the 8100 block of the
Gulf Freeway.

15 years ago (2008)

The loose pit bull that
threatened residents and
deputies on Kirkbrush
earlier in the month was
euthanized. The owner
of the dog turned it in
to Harris County Animal
Control within the al-
lotted five days of being
served papers, avoiding
a court hearing. Accord-
ing to Detective Rick

Holloman of the Harris
County Precinct 2 Con-
stable’s Office, the in-
dividual responsible for
filing the necessary pa-
perwork to have the dog
declared dangerous, the
canine’s owner was un-
able to comply with the
strict county regulations
associated with keeping
the animal.

The first phase to con-
struct a new station for
the Southeast Volunteer
Fire Department was
approved at the Clear
Brook City Municipal
Utility District meeting.
To be located on Scars-
dale adjacent to the South
Belt-Ellington Chamber
of Commerce, the station
would replace the un-
manned two-bay building
found on the San Jacinto
College grounds.

James Burkart was
named the new pastor of
St. Luke the Evangelist
Catholic Church. Most
recently, Burkart served
as pastor at St. Kather-
ine Drexel in Hempstead,
where he had been since

2001 when the church
was erected.

Greg Smith official-
ly took over the helm
as superintendent of the
Clear Creek Independent
School District. Most re-
cently, he served as su-
perintendent of the Alvin
Independent School Dis-
trict, where he had been
for six years. Smith re-
placed outgoing superin-
tendent Sandra Mossman.

Former Sugar Land
mayor and 22nd Con-
gressional District hope-
ful Dean Hrbacek was
found to have mailed out
campaign brochures that
included a doctored pho-
to of himself, making the
candidate appear thinner
than he truly was. In the
photo, Hrbacek’s head
was placed on someone
else’s suited body. The
Patriot Group, Hrbacek’s
campaign consultants out
of Austin, claimed re-
sponsibility for the gaffe.
Hrbacek’s campaign
manager, Scott Bro-
schart, said the candidate
had been so busy meeting

voters in the district that
he had no time to take a
genuine photo for the po-
litical mailing.

10 years ago (2013)

The Jan. 26 special
election to fill the state
Senate District 6 seat
formerly held by the late
Mario Gallegos headed
to a runoff between for-
mer Harris County Com-
missioner Sylvia Garcia
and state Rep. Carol Al-
varado. Garcia received
roughly 45.4 percent of
the ballots cast, while
Alvarado received about
41.6 percent. Republican
R.W. Bray, who lost to
the deceased Gallegos in
November’s general elec-
tion, received about 6.2
percent. Also running for
the District 6 seat were
Democrats Joaquin Mar-
tinez and Susan Delga-
do, Republican Dorothy
Olmos, Independent Ro-
dolfo “Rudy” Reyes and
Green Party candidate
Maria Selva.

5 years ago (2018)

An elderly man was
fatally shot in the parking

lot of H-E-B in the 9800
block of Blackhawk at
Beltway 8 the afternoon
of Saturday, Jan. 20. Ac-
cording to police, the in-
cident took place around
1:05 p.m. The victim,
That Huu Le, 75, had re-
portedly been followed
by two male suspects to
the store from a nearby
Wells Fargo Bank, where
he had made a cash with-
drawal. As Le was exit-
ing, his vehicle, one of the
suspects approached him,
and an altercation en-
sued. During the dispute,
the suspect fired multiple
shots at Le. The suspects
then fled the scene in a
vehicle later recovered
by investigators. Le was
transported to Clear Lake
Regional Hospital, where
he was pronounced dead.
The cash withdrawal was
reportedly still in Le’s
pocket when he was dis-
covered. He left behind
a wife of more than 50
years, five children and
five grandchildren.
1 year ago (2022)
Longtime Harris Coun-
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LAILA CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
Best wishes for a happy birthday are sent
Jan. 27 to Dr. Laila Hassan from her family,
friends, office staff and the Leader staff.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DAVID!
Happy birthday greetings are sent to Davy
Flickinger, Leader president, on Jan. 27.

David is wished a great day by his wife Ellie;

daughter Natalie and husband Jose Abarca;
grandchildren Kelvin Lopez, Noah, Elliana
and Isabella Abarca; parents Marie and
David Flickinger; brother Fred and wife
Leslie Flickinger; niece Kimberly and Matt

Lipino; niece Courtney and husband Chris

Durham and children Abigail, Jackson and
Penelope; and the staff at the Leader.
SCHOOL DAZE
The following staff and personnel of the

Pasadena Independent School District cele-

brate birthdays Jan. 26 through Feb. 1.
Frazier Elementary

Jan. 26 is the day for a double-layer birth-

day cake for Ashley Jones and Janielle

Wiley.

Genoa Elementary

Sing a happy birthday song to Francisca

Tarango Jan. 29.

Meador Elementary
Celebrating a birthday Jan. 22 is Joycelyn

Elke Cerre celebrates a birthday Jan. 30.
Special birthday wishes are sent to Laura
Guerrero Jan. 31. The day for cake and ice

Webster. Rubi Rocha enjoys a birthday
Jan. 24. Special birthday wishes are sent to
Constance Peel on Jan. 27. The day for cake
and ice cream for Lety Gonzalez is Jan. 29.
Break out the balloons and party favors Jan.
31 for Kourtney Roopwa. Join in the birthday
fun Feb. 1 with Kateri Angel-Williams.

South Belt Elementary

Give a birthday shoutout Jan. 26 to
Samantha Rhodes. Break out the party
favors and balloons Jan. 28 for Kayla Elmore.
Join in the birthday fun Jan. 30 with Lauren
Hughes.

Melillo Middle School

Kelly Schwenk celebrates a birthday on
Jan. 27. Send a special birthday greeting Jan.
30 to Evangeline Joyce. Sing a happy birthday
song to Kelly Jurek Jan. 31.

Beverly Hills Intermediate

Jacqueline Resendez celebrates a birth-

day Jan. 26.

Thompson Intermediate

Sing a happy birthday song to Lukus Mc-
Cuiston Jan. 27. Light the birthday candles
Jan. 31 for Kayla Matlock.

Dobie High

Craig Green;

cream for Frank Mora is Feb. 1.
FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
Thursday, Jan. 26: Gene Webster and
Friday,
Arnesen, Nicole Crader, Raquel Jones,
Derek Cooley, Donald Gillock Sr. and
Solomon Ard; Saturday, Jan. 28: Daryn

Jan. 27: Cheryl

Edwards, Toni O’Bryan, Chris Valvaneda,

Jan. 29:

Nealda Whitley, Lewis Cambiaso, Edgar
Ramirez and Jennifer Hernandez; Sunday,
Stephanie
Yvonne Moffitt, Margarito Rivera, Debra

Martinez-Hinton,

Dorn, Lauretta Massicott and Holly Conrad;
Monday, Jan. 30: Bill Heavin, Karen Price,

Kimberly Istre, Kristen Mata, Christine
Cline and Amy Reichelderfer; Tuesday, Jan.
31: Maria Olvera, Erica Bush, Veronica

Tanguma-Mejia, Ernie Banks, Josh Keim,
Angeles Rios, Maria Zuniga and Craig

Thompson; Wednesday,

Feb. 1: Danice

Oliver and Lee Terry.
LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Send an email of announcements including
congratulations, vacation, anniversary, etc. to

mynews @ southbeltleader.com with OTBF in
the subject line by Friday noon for the next

subject line.

week’s publication. For general birthdays, type
“OTBF: Friends Celebrate Birthdays” in the

ty Precinct 2, Place 2 Jus-
tice of the Peace George
Risner officially launched
his 2022 campaign to un-
seat Adrian Garcia as
Harris County Precinct
2 commissioner. On the
bench for roughly 35
years, Risner said his ex-
perience on the bench
made him the best candi-
date to address the coun-
ty’s growing criminal
justice problem. Although
a Democrat himself, Ris-
ner said he felt compelled
to run after seeing first-
hand how the court system
is failing under the current
Democratic  leadership.
Risner’s campaign was ul-
timately unsuccessful.

Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced $10 million in
trust fund grants asso-
ciated with the Houston
Spaceport at Ellington
Airport. Of the $10 mil-
lion in grants, $5 million
will go to the Houston
Spaceport Development
Corporation, while the
remaining $5 million will
go to the Cameron Coun-
ty Spaceport Develop-
ment Corporation.
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SPORTS NEWS

NOTES

Manrique’s bunch wins two more matches,
goes 9-0-1 through nondistrict soccer play

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

Poised with a near-per-
fect 9-0-1 record enter-
ing District 22-6A play
at Deer Park Jan. 24 after
press time, it’s easy to see
the Dobie varsity boys’
soccer team as the clear-
cut championship front-
runner with the 12-match
league slate now taking
center stage.

Head coach Justo Man-
rique has already guided his
program to a Region III best
eight consecutive district
championships, yet each
quest must start anew and be
earned match win by match
win. To this point, the Long-
horns look the part.

Manrique pointed out
that the unbeaten nondis-
trict run is the program’s
first in a decade.

With 22-6A nemesis
Deer Park no doubt pay-
ing close attention, Dobie
downed Bellaire 4-1 Jan.
19 and then blanked Alief
Taylor 2-0 a day later to
win its first two matches
of the Deer-hosted Battle-
ground Invitational.

A Jan. 21 planned
match between Dobie and
Beaumont West Brook
was canceled due to
weather.

In the 4-1 win over
Bellaire Jan. 19 at Abshi-
er Stadium in Deer Park,
Alex Escobar and Jordi
Garcia found the net twice
each, with Juan Lopez and
Victor Hernandez assist-
ing twice each.

The 2-0 win over Alief
Taylor saw Andres Hernan-
dez and Victor Hernandez
score goals, with Daniel
Blanco dishing the assists.

The Longhorns will
host Pasadena Jan. 27 at
5:30 p.m. and then take on
Pasadena Memorial Jan.
31 at 7:30 p.m., with both
matches at Pasadena ISD’s
Veterans Stadium.

The bar has obvious-
ly been set high within
the program given the
Longhorns’ eight straight
league crowns. The 2017
run brought a Region III
championship and state
semifinal appearance.

Still, it’s hard to imag-
ine many within or outside

the program expecting a
9-0-1 nondistrict stretch
over three weeks to start
the 2023 campaign. Do-
bie went 3-0-1 at the sea-
son-opening Pearland/
Pasadena Cup to seize top
honors at that event.

A week later, the Long-
horns were one of 28 pro-
grams to compete in the
Austin Lakes Elite Show-
case, emerging as one of
just three with an unblem-
ished 3-0-0 record.

Then came the two
wins at the Battleground
Invitational.

Victor Hernandez has
led the way in goals scored
with 11 through Jan. 20,
but the Longhorns have
received a wealth of scor-
ing punch, with 11 differ-
ent players combining to
score 34 goals.

Meanwhile, 13 differ-
ent players have handed
out 24 total assists.

Continued on Page 6

Dobie vs. Pasadena
Jan. 27, 5:30 p.m.

Veterans Stadium

Dobie vs. Memorial
Jan. 31, 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Stadium

At right, Dobie junior midfielder Daniel Saravia
(6) has dealt a pair of assists this season as one of
13 different players who have set up goals during
the Longhorns’ impressive 9-0-1 start.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Logan Sariga (20) and his Clear Brook varsity boys’ basketball teammates are
looking to win their way into playoff position while the Dickinson Gators, with
Tyler Thomas (32) and Harrison Karse (14) chipping in, are holding down first
place in the District 24-6A standings with five games for most of the field.

Photo by Andy Tolbert

District bketb -

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

High school basketball
programs across the state
are in win-now mode as
most district playoff push-
es have narrowed down to
a few precious nights.

In the varsity girls’ rac-
es out of districts 22-6A
and 24-6A, as few as four
games remained at press
time.

In the 22-6A girls’ race,
undefeated Deer Park (7-
0) owns a pair of wins over
Dobie and will almost as-
suredly win the league
championship as well as
the coveted top playoff
seed.

Deer Park, which has
put together a 23-3 over-
all record to this point,
has scored 51-40 and 34-
31 wins over Dobie while

b 118 WEH
TR =t

remaining unbeaten in
league play.

Dobie, meanwhile, will
see its two-season grip
on the league champion-
ship come to a close but
can still ensure the No. 2
seed with a second victory
over Memorial, with the
two programs slated to go
head-to-head Jan. 25 after
press time.

Over in the District 24-
6A varsity girls’ race, the
Clear Brook Wolverines
are bidding for back-to-
back undefeated cham-
pionships, with the pro-
gram now having won 20
consecutive league games
since the start of the 2021-
2022 season.

The District 22-6A var-
sity boys’ race may boil
down to a rematch be-
tween South Houston and

Deer Park for the top spot,
with the Trojans owning
a first-round win over the
Deer.

Pasadena owns the most
overall wins among the
seven programs league-
wide but currently sits in
fifth place.

South  Houston and
Deer Park are both 5-1
through the first half of
district action, with Me-
morial at 4-2 heading into
a Jan. 25 game with Do-
bie.

Dobie lost first-round
games to Deer Park, Me-
morial and South Houston
but then defeated the Ea-
gles to grab the tiebreaker
edge for the No. 4 playoff
seed.

Down the stretch, the
Longhorns would benefit
greatly by beating a team

San Jacinto College softball team
debuts at McLennan tournament

A new program mascot
to go with new color con-
cepts on the uniforms and
equipment bags.

Sure seems like a great
time to hit the field with a
vastly new roster of play-
ers, which is exactly what

the San Jacinto College
Ravens’ softball program
will do as the 2023 regu-
lar season opens with the
locals heading to the Jan.
27-28 McLennan Classic
in Waco.

Counting San Jacinto

San Jac off to McLennan

Jan. 27: vs. Grayson, 2 p.m.;
vs. Odessa, 7 p.m.
Jan. 28: vs. Butler, 9 a.m.;
vs. Chipola, 11:30 a.m.

Dobie softball program
sets Jan. 28 scrimmages

Dobie hosts

Victoria West
Jan. 28, 9:45 a.m.

Dobie hosts
Ridge Point
Jan. 28, 3:45 p.m.

At right, Dobie senior Marisa Perla (11) will do
double duty in 2023 as she is expected to join senior
teammate Sandra Quiroz to form a solid duo in the
circle. Perla is also one of the Longhorns’ top-pro-
ducing offensive players as she looks to deliver in
the middle of the lineup. Scrimmages begin Jan.
28 on Dobie’s main campus and the regular season
starts Feb. 13 as the Longhorns host Clear Brook
at the Pasadena ISD Complex. Perla will look to
build upon a junior season that saw her hit .520
with 41 runs scored, 53 hits and three triples, all
team highs among returning players. Catcher Bella
Perez, a McNeese State University signee, is back
for her senior season after hitting .440 with 26 runs
batted in during the 2022 season, while Angelina
College commit Quiroz hit .333 with 19 runs bat-
ted in as a junior. Perla and Quiroz also combined
to earn 20 of the 2022 squad’s 22 overall wins in
the circle, with 13 coming from Perla. As for Perla,
she has announced via Twitter that she will play at
Texas Southern University. Photo by Donna Alsdorf

and McLennan, two na-
tionnal tournament con-
tenders from a season ago,
the tournament will also
feature several prominent
programs on a national
level.

“We are definitely go-
ing to see where we stand
in a hurry,” said San Ja-
cinto College head coach
Kelly Saenz.

“When you consider
Grayson, Chipola, Butler
and elite programs like
that, you know the compe-
tition is going to be tough.
It’s going to feel like being
at a mininational tourna-
ment right out of the gate.”

Any other year, San Ja-
cinto would welcome the
early competition. Truth
is, the Ravens welcome all
challengers.

But with as few as three
regulars back from a sea-
son ago, this group will
almost certainly face a few

Continued on Page 6
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in front of them.

Dobie will not repeat as
district champion but can
still make the postseason
with a strong second-half
run.

With six games to play,
wins are as critical as ever
for all teams.

CB boys stay close

Will the Clear Brook
boys’ squad see its play-
off fortunes boil down to
a head-to-head match-
up Feb. 4 against Clear
Springs at home?

Actually, it’s probably
a position the Wolverines
wouldn’t be disappointed
to see.

At 3-3 at the end of
the first half of league
play, the Wolverines were

Continued on Page 6

Pioneer swimmers
earn state berths

Lauren Ferguson will
lead the Lutheran South
Academy program back
to the Texas Association
of Private and Parochial
Schools Division II State
Swimming  Champion-
ships Feb. 7 in San Anto-
nio.

Ferguson is hunting for
state gold this season after
finishing third for bronze
medals in both the 200
free and 500 free events a
season ago.

Last week at the TAPPS
District 3 Regional Cham-
pionships in Houston, Fer-
guson won the 200 free
and was second in the 500
free, setting the stage for
her performance at state.

Tristan Haver and El-
liott Miles, big contribu-
tors to the Lutheran South
boys’ state championship
run a season ago, will also
return to the state meet in
as many as four events.

In the relays, the Pio-
neer boys punched their
state ticket in both the
400 free and 200 medley
events.

LSA was second at re-
gionals in the 400 free as
Haver and Miles teamed
with Kai Beckum and
Luis Ordaz to automati-
cally qualify for state with

regional silvers in pocket.

The same four compet-
itors joined their talents in
the 200 medley relay for
third place and a state in-
vitation.

Miles will also return to
state in the 200 individu-
al medley and 100 breast
events after grabbing third
in both events at regionals.

At state a season ago,
Miles was fourth in the
200 IM and fifth in the 100
breast,

Haver, a state qualifier
in two individual events
last season, will be one of
the favorites for gold in
the 100 free after winning
the regional crown this
time around.

Second at regionals last
week in the 200 free, Ha-
ver will also aim at a state
medal.

As for Beckum, he was
fourth in the 100 back at
regionals and ninth in the
50 free. Ordaz was 13th
in the 100 breast and 17th
in the 50 free, while Sam
Hergengrader placed 14th
in the 100 free and 19th in
the 50 free.

Capping the LSA girls’
effort at regionals, Fergu-
son was also part of the
Pioneers” 200 free relay

Continued on Page 8

* Weekly Fee
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Training

Riee

USA KARATE

Now enrolling!

Transportation from CCISD,
Pasadena ISD, and Pearland ISD.

Call for our weekly rate specials!

COME LEARN:
* RESPECT
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The Works
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e Wheel Cleaning
o Clear Coat Protectant
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Full Service Oil Change
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o Check &Fill Transmission Fluid
o Check Air Pressure in all Tires
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o Check Battery Fluid
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o Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
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 Check Wiper Blades
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Dickson sixth in 200 at TTU

et

Clear Brook High School graduate and current Texas A&M University
sprinter Camryn Dickson captured sixth place in the 200-meter dash as the
Aggies competed in the Texas Tech Red Raider Invitational indoor track
and field meet at the Sports Performance Center in Lubbock. Dickson was
also 16th overall in the 60-meters at the completion of the preliminary heats.

. . s

Off to a 9-0-1 start through nondistrict play, the Dobie varsity boys’ soccer
team has shown true roster depth from across the board through three weeks.

SJC softball opens Jan. 27

Continued from Page 5
early-season bumps in the
road.

San Jacinto College
will eventually rely greatly
on 2022 Region 14 Pitcher
of the Year Christin Hay-
good, who went 18-5 with
a 1.50 earned run aver-
age while leading the way
along the program’s sec-
ond consecutive national
tournament appearance.

Haygood, a sophomore
from Huffman, Texas, will
get early-season work, but
Saenz said the focus is to
have the right-hander rest-
ed and ready to go when
the games matter the most.

On the offensive side
of things, Emily Garcia of

Dickinson and Tabby Bai-
ley of Deer Park are easi-
ly the most college-tested
talents so quite a few play-
ers will be getting their
first big chances to con-
tribute.

Aside from Haygood,
Saenz listed Reanna Nie-
man as another top option
along with Hannah Bena-
vides.

Lineup wise, the Ra-
vens figure to have as
many as five players vying
for regular playing time
in the outfield including
Leslie Longoria, who was
a four-year varsity starter
at Dobie and is now in her
sophomore season with
San Jacinto College.

Days prior to the start of
the regular season, Saenz
and her staff were still
making decisions within
the infield, particularly aat
shortstop and second base.

“We have some ques-
tions, but we know players
will step up and do the job.
The general rule for us is
that if you hit, you're go-
ing to play.

“Overall, we feel good
about the group. You're
not going to have a team
with plenty of playing
time every year, but we
know that some of these
ladies are going to step
up when they have the
chance. Our expectations
remain high.

LSU’s Pleasants draws national attention

Area varsity basketball

Brook girls host
Clear Creek

Jan. 28, 1 p.m.
Brook boys

at Clear Creek
Jan. 28, 1 p.m.

Dobie boys

at Channelview
Jan. 28, 1 p.m.

Dobie boys
host Rayburn

Feb. 1,7 p.m.

continue to push for postseason

Brook girls
at Clear Springs

Feb. 4, 1 p.m.
Brook boys
host Clear Springs

Feb. 4, 1 p.m.
Dobie girls

host Channelview
Jan. 28, 1 p.m.

Dobie girls

host Pas. Memorial
Feb. 1, 7 p.m.

programs

Jordi Garcia (10) is second on the team with six goals. Also in on the play is

midfielder Daniel Saravia (6).

JFD boys’ soccer unbeaten

Continued from Page 5

Manrique is thrilled that
his group entered district
play with an undefeated
record, however unlikely
is may have seemed weeks
ago.

In the offseason, Man-
rique received word that
Ronaldo Guzman, the
2022 District 22-6A Of-
fensive Most Valuable
Player, would miss the
majority of his final sea-
son after suffering a knee
ligament injury during
club play.

As it stands, Guzman is
a late-season return candi-
ate. Victor Hernandez also
dealt with preseason knee
issues, and there have
been plenty of aches and
pains teamwide.

The primary concern
of course is the health of
the players, but along with
the injuries came multiple
schematic changes on the
field.

Through it all, the
Longhorns have hung to-
gether.

Dobie has a history of
dominating the Pasadena/
Pearland Cup and did so
again to open this season
as the locals opened at
3-0-1. A tie, 2-2 against
Goose Creek Memorial,
remains the Longhorns’
nonwin.

In week two, Dobie
was one of three unbeaten
squads at the Austin Lakes
Elite Showcase.

“The kids have stuck to
the plan, and we are get-

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

ting contributions from
a lot of different guys,”
Manrique said.

“We have had some
guys come off the bench
and give us a lift, and just
have a lot of different guys
chipping in.

“Dobie is always going
to get everybody’s best ef-
fort in the district race, but
I do think we have estab-
lished ourselves as a team
to beat in the race.

“Every night, you have
to be ready to play. We
have had injuries and oth-
er internal team issues like
everyone else, but for the
most part have given our-
selves a chance in every
game. As a coach, that is
really all you can ask of
your players.”

Heading into the 2023 season at Louisiana State University, Tigers’ star
Taylor Pleasants is drawing attention as one of the nation’s top performers.
Pleasants, a Dobie graduate, ranks No. 41 on Extra Inning Softball’s list
and No. 53 by D1Softball. Pleasants, a 2021 All-American and two-time All-
SEC honoree, concluded the 2022 campaign with a .295 average and led the
team with 28 extra-base hits, including 15 doubles, 12 home runs and one
triple. She was also second on the team with 48 RBIs. Pleasants current-
ly ranks No. 3 all-time in the program’s record book with a .610 slugging
percentage and is tied with teammate Ciara Briggs at No. 10 all-time with
a .425 on-base percentage. LSU opens its 2023 season Feb. 10, hosting the

LSU Invitational in Baton Rouge.

Playoff races down to a few precious games as hoops’ teams battle to advance

Continued from Page 5
rather thoroughly handled
by Dickinson and Clear
Falls, while Clear Lake
won its straight up match-
up with Brook by nine
points.

The District 24-6A var-
sity boys’ ranks do not
currently hold any state-
ranked teams, but Dickin-

son, Clear Falls and Clear
Lake and Clear Falls all
have at least 17 total wins.

Defending District 24-
6A champion Dickinson
held down first place at
5-1 halfway through the
race, with Clear Lake,
Clear Falls and Clear
Springs all 4-2.

The Wolverines contin-

ue to lean on their veterans
as they make a postseason
push. At 3-3 entering the
second half of league play,
the locals need a big win
or two.

At 164 points per
game, Broderick Jackson
Jr. leads the Wolverines in
scoring, while fellow se-
nior Ja’Michael Young is

at 14.8 points per game.
Raymond Felton is at nine
points per game, while
Tristan Lisbony has scored
eight points per outing.
Brook girls title hunt
With a playoff berth al-
ready secured along with
a second consecutive 20-
plus win season, the Clear
Brook varsity girls’ team

still has plenty for which
to play.

Heading into a Jan. 24
game against Clear Lake,
the Lady Wolverines, 20-8
overall and 8-0 in league
play, still had work to do
in order to finish off what
could potentially be a sec-
ond straight unbeaten run.

A season ago, Clear

Brook reached 30 total
wins and went 12-0 in the
District 24-6A action to
win its first Class 6A dis-
trict title.

Sophomore Rezia Cas-
tillo, the 24-6A Most
Valuable Player a season
ago, has again delivered in
a big way as one of three
second-year standouts for

the Wolverines.

Kamryn McLaurin is
averaging 12 points per
game to lead the team,
while Castillo is a smidge
under 12 per game. Char-

del  Terrell  averages
more than 10 points per
game.

Brook and Dickinson
have been the class of the

Clear Brook’s Tristan Lisbony (2) looks for a driving lane earlier this season
against Dickinson. With half of the District 24-6A race remaining at press time,

the Wolverines stood at 3-3, tied for fourth place.
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Jacque Giron (11) of Dobie rips down a rebound go in the regular season at press time Jan. 24, the
against Pasadena Jan. 20 win with teammate Valerie Longhorns were looking to hold on to the second
Photo by Andy Tolbert Okinloye (34) guarding the lane. With five games to seed in District 22-6A.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf

league, making the regu-
lar season finale at Clear
Brook early next month a
huge game.

Each of the four races
involving 22-6A and 24-
6A teams seem headed

for a photo finish where
the playoffs are con-
cerned.

The Brook and Dobie
squads are focused on
reaching the postseason
tournament.

, LAY

Dobie’s Aubree Myers (20) drives to the rim during
the Longhorns’ easy win over Pasadena. Dobie is
aiming to hold on to the No. 2 playoff seed down the

stretch.

Photo by Donna Alsdorf
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A/C & HEATING INC.

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

Free Estimates on New Equipment

HEATING & AIR

281-484-1818

www. Southbeltair.com

Americam Stamdard.
| 100% Financing to Qualified Buyers |

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

GET IT TODAY!

CONDITIONING

4403 F.M.2351

TACLB26543E

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally
friendly services

with your
children and pets’

safety in mind.

Jimmie Sue Orth  Richard (Dick) Orth
wner Operator

B.S. Chemistry

Trinity University

25 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

Same Day SERvicE

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Heating Systems
on Sale Now
Call for Free Estimates.

iratrean

AIR GONDITI(_)NING & HEATING
TAE:i;;;?SOE

281-481-6308 |

After Hours Plumbing Service

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer * Water Heaters ¢ Drains
Leaks * Water * Repairs * Gas

[ R T L L |
Free Estimates - MPL#41513 - Hablo Espaiiol
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
- www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com
832-715-6441 =
- - .

M ors

Triple M Plumbing
281-455-1175

/ P! Melvin D. Glover III
e § [

Master License # 40217

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION 3~

www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com

713-944-5257
Quality Work - Dependable
Free Estimates - References

We have been Same
Name & Phone
Number Since 1991

Painting Interior
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

If you want a
Quality Job
we are the
ones for you

Siding All
Conversions - Patios — Fences

Concrete - Carpentry Work
Bathrooms - Garages 0

es - Floors

wner: Myron Lewis
Please Check Us Out — We Are Here To Stay

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228

3]
22 Ruben Mufioz - MPL 17449 i3

® p ® .
\esihggsmomaal.l'n'c' "llg

* BATHS / KITCHENS « ROOM ADDITIONS
* PAINTING ¢ FLOORING * SHEETROCK WORK
* PLUMBING ¢ SIDING * ROOFING * CONCRETE
* FENCES » GARAGE CONVERSION

281-779-5053

www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly References ¢ 25+ Yrs. Exp|

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
o Genie ®Craftsman eLift Master ®Chamberlain

A/C & Appliance Repair

« Former Sear’s Technician
« Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534
JT Garage Door Systems

- Repair, Replace, Install
Estimates Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

281-991-7697 .-

Free

Crm

GULF TEX REMODELING

Residential & Commercial - Insured
Kitchens * Baths ¢ Plumbing ¢ Painting * Sheetrock ¢ Flooring
Patios * Concrete » Fences » Commercial Design & Build Out

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610

Licensed ¢ Insured

L
T W Yy Y -

- Master Electrician

]" lgh thﬂuhe Johnny R. Gibbs

ELECTRIC

“Look on the bright side” hJ

7-1111 o

TECL #19197 &=

Flood Disaster
Specialist

Free
Estimates

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.org

ADRIAN’S HANDYMAN

PAINTING, FENCING, PRESSURE WASHING,
GENERAL HomE IMPROVEMENTS,
Wo0DWORKING & CONCRETE

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

¢ All Tax Preparations
e Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
* Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4134

A & M PAINTING

 PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR ¢« REMODELING ¢« SHEETROCK
 TAPE & FLOAT « DEMOLITION * HAULING * FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

Mike’s Affordable Pressure /|
Washing Service
832-606-1074

Driveways ¢ Sidewalks e Patios e Etc...=

N mm Em COUPON ™= = mm n

r
$ FOUNDATION REPAIR
| (ZJQQ)OQ';F OR SEWER REPAIR ||

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.
N N N BN BN B B .

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-52417 Y

FREE ESTIMATES  ~T—

—
TR

=]

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS
« Free Estimates
« Senior Citizen Disc
* No Service Charge
* Res./Comm.
 Master Electrician
 Insured
« TECL#21246
- - i
DRASERR
o We accept most major credit cards. - MEMBER

Support
Leader

Advertisers

5 Year Labor

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

Warranty

-

PLUMBING

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

N

Kevin Dalley '76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad *

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Since
1978

¢ Hardi Board
Siding

| CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS |

A-Rated on Angie’s List

\ MPL #18439 281-692-1 684 ==y

ey 281-481-9683

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call

Big Edd’s

Areas Since1979

L |
1S4
I

Repair/Replacement

281-480-8898

Garage Door Problems?

Serving Houston & Surrounding

Garage Doors & Openers

713-784-4238

AIBROEAI-Nl E‘XT " A F:Itr:niztie“(‘:i::;up!
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust « NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models * We Honor Competitor Coupons

Financing Available

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!

WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

Goodman

Ar {ordsioning & Hegeng

TACLB002755C

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26
7 a.m. AA - “Breakfast With Bill,” at
Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room.
Call 713-686-6300 visit https://aahouston.
org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland —
Meets either at Pearland Chamber of
Commerce, 6117 Broadway St., Pearland,
or on Zoom. See Pearland Chamber of
Commerce website calendar or call 281-
485-3634.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners Group,
3525 Broadway, Pearland, or at https:/
aahouston.org/meetings/imperfect-noon-
ers. Call 713-686-6300.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27

7 a.m. AA - “Breakfast With Bill” See
Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom —
All services are live and Zoom online. Visit
https://www.shaarhashalom.org.
7 p.m. NA — Vigilance Group of NA, open
meeting, 2930 FM 518, Pearland, First
Presbyterian Church (youth building). Call
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com
or https://nastuff.com/.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group —
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays,
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family members
and friends of problem drinkers/addicts
share and discover choices available.
Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA — meets at CrossRoads UMC,
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-
9243.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28
12-2 p.m. Food Drive — New Covenant
Christian Church hosts food drive at
10603 Blackhawk Blvd, Houston. Call
281-484-4230.
6:30 p.m. Bay Area Genealogical

Society meeting will be held at University
Baptist Church,16106 Middlebrook Drive,
Houston Speaker: Fred Roe — History of
New York and potluck luncheon. Visit
info@txbayareagen.org.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
8 a.m./ 10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church — worship at 11456 Space Center
Blvd. (in back of a medical/retail commu-
nity). Call 281-479-7285.
2 p.m. Grief Support Group — For adults
who have lost a loved one. Meets at 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. Call 713-944-
9186.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery — A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids
Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda Ge-
noa. Call 713-419-2635.
8 p.m. AA — meeting at CrossRoads
UMC, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, JANUARY 30
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and
Museum — Exhibits include dioramas, a
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an
old-time kitchen. 204 S. Main, Pasadena.
Call Karen Hollon 713-472-0565 for
appointment.
Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See
Thursday noon notice.
1:30 — 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance
— at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E.
League City Parkway. Dance lessons
offered. Call 281-554-1180.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 — Meets
Monday at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join in the
fun and improve crossword skills. COVID-
19 vaccination required. Call 281-488-
2923.
7 p.m. AA — St. Luke’s Group, 12 Step
Recovery, open meeting in the Education
Bldg. in room 4, 11011 Hall Rd. Call 832-

725-8479 or 281-309-2801.

7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensi-

bly) — Friendswood chapter meets at the

Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 N

Friendswood Dr. in the educational bldg.,

room 201. Call 832-858-4617 or 713-875-

8820.

7 p.m. NA - See Friday’s notice.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31

7 a.m. AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill.”

See Thursday’s notice.

9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and

Museum — See Monday’s notice.

9 a.m. American Begonia Society —

Houston Satellite meets at Helen Hall

Library, 300 W. Walker, League City. Call

281-481-2458.

11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church

— See Sunday’s notice.

Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See

Thursday noon notice.

7 p.m. NA - See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1

7 a.m. AA — “Breakfast With Bill” See

Thursday’s notice.

9:30 a.m. Carmeliters — a nondenomina-

tional senior citizen social group meeting

at St. Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500

El Camino Real, Clear Lake. Call 713-

444-6744.

9:30 a.m. Young at Heart Senior Club —

Meets at Covenant United Methodist

Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities,

trips, etc. Call 832-298-9480

Noon AA - Imperfect Nooners. See

Thursday’s noon notice.

12:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes

Humpday Dance — See Monday’s notice.

7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church — See

Sunday’s notice.

7 p.m. NA - See Friday’s notice.

8 p.m. AA — See Friday’s notice.

LEADER HELP WANTED

READERS

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time

Wanted

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks;
Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

AUTO Free estimates. Call 832-

406-0183. 1-26
FOR SALE. Sun Quest
tanning bed with new CARPENTER/ HANDY-
bulbs, $200. Attractive king MAN. Light electrical,

plumbing & painting,
replace/repair. No Job
Too Small. 281-948-8887.

size bed frame with slats,
$200. Call 281-460-8539

or713-851-1417. 126 o7
GARAGE SALE -
11110 KIRKPARK DR. PRESSURE WASHING!
Free Estimates. Call

Thur. - Fri., Jan. 26 - 27,
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Moving -
Everything must go!
Electronics, tools, cloth-
ing, DVD movies and
household items.  1-26

Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats,
R.V’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 1-26

SERVICE
ALL SEASON WOOD
FENCES. Installation
and repair, interior &
exterior painting, drywall
repair and installation

Advertise
in the

Leader

and pressure washing.

LAWN & GARDEN

Licensed, Insured,

Affordable
¢ Free Estimates ¢
Professional Trimming,

Shaping, R I, G
713-501-0184 gy iving

Arbor King Tree Service
+Tree Removal « Tree Topping * Trimming
+ Thinning Out « Elevating * Stump Grinding
e Emergency Storm Damage
Free Estimates

South Belt Resident 832'660'3622 We will work with you

and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs
and LVNSs. If you want to work in a
dynamic and fulfilling team
environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

We offer competitive pay rates
and benefits.

Please stop by and complete an
application at 5020 Space Center
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800

Hydraulic equipment

repair technician
needed.

Flexible hours full or part
time. Paid vacation and
holidays.

Fluent Spanish required!
Will train the right
person
$14.00 per hour and up

with experience.

832-671-0978

Part-Time Office Staff/Assistant
Located in the South Belt Area

Looking for individual with computer &
verbal skills

Detail oriented, needs experience
with Outlook, Access & Word

Small Office with
Flexible Hours: Mon. - Thur.

Salary is commensurate with abilities.

Send resume with current phone number to:
worker.needed101 @gmail.com

Looking to sell or
lease your home?

Let us help you!

Place an ad in the
South Belt-Ellington
Leader's weekly Real

Estate section!

11555 Beamer
281-481-5656
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As 2023 season nears, Julks earns spring training invite with Astros

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

Spring training 2023
for the Houston Astros
just got much more excit-
ing for Corey Julks.

Coming off one of the
most impressive  pow-
er-induced seasons across
minor league baseball
in 2022, Julks last week
was one of 19 players the
world champion Astros
named as non-roster invi-
tees to spring training in
Florida.

Julks led the Class
AAA Sugar Land Space
Cowboys in several offen-
sive categories in 2022,
becoming just one of only
two minor leaguers to hit
at least 30 home runs (31)

and steal at least 20 (22)
bases.

Taking organizational
encouragement to heart,
Julks made some adjust-
ments at the plate aimed
at increasing his overall
power and run production,
and it paid off.

Julks, who made 49
starts at third base and 61
in all at corner outfield
spots, hit .270 across 590
plate appearances, scoring
100 runs and driving in an-
other 89.

Along with the 31 long
balls, 21 doubles and four
triples, Julks slugged .523
for the season.

Listed as one of the As-
tros” Top 30 minor league
prospects throughout

Julks’ 2022 at AAA Sugar Land
At bats: 523

Hits: 141
Batting Average: .270
Home Runs: 31
Runs Batted In: 89
Stolen Bases: 22
Doubles: 21
Triples: 4
Slugging Percentage: .523

Julks’ Career Since 2017 Debut
At bats: 1,809

Hits: 479
Batting Average: .265
Home Runs: 60
Runs Batted In: 235
Stolen Bases: 86
Doubles: 102
Triples: 13
Slugging Percentage: .435

much of the 2022 season,
Julks, who turns 27 next
month on Feb. 27, certain-
ly caused some heads to
turn within the Astros’ de-
cision makers, but the plan
remains the same as the
2023 campaign approach-
es.

“Of course, the dream
is to play major league
baseball for the Houston
Astros, my hometown
team, and to have my fam-
ily and friends be able to
come to the games and see
me play,” Julks said just
days prior to learning of
his spring training invita-
tion.

“No matter what hap-
pens within the organiza-
tion, I know there are still

things I can improve on,
aspects of my game that
I can put in work and im-
prove. I was really happy
with my increased ability
to drive the ball with pow-
er to all fields last season,
and I can still be more
consistent.

“I stole 22 bases last
season, but looking to be
more aggressive in certain
situations is something
I’m focusing on.

“Plate  discipline is
something every player
is always looking to im-
prove, so there are plenty
of things within my con-
trol that I can work on.”

Chosen by the Astros
in the eighth round of the
2017 MLB  First-Year

Player Draft just months
before the Astros won
their first World Series
crown that October, Julks
is proud to be part of what
is widely considered one
of the game’s top organi-
zation’s in terms of player
development.

The Astros do not pos-
sess the total number of
top minor league prospects
to be rated among MLB’s
best, yet players who ulti-
mately make their way to
Houston via their system
more times than not pay
big dividends upon arrival.
Perhaps the day of Julks’
arrival is close.

Then again, the vacancy
sign at the big league level
doesn’t burn bright. While

-~
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the Astros over six seasons
have played in four World
Series and won two, the
depth chart at the positions
Julks plays hasn’t seen a
ton of turnover.

For 2023, Kyle Tucker
is a Gold Glove right field-
er, Alex Bregman is a two-
time world champion at
third base and left field is
likely to be shared by Yor-
dan Alvarez and Michael
Brantley.

Julks played shortstop
during his high school
career at Clear Brook and
shifted to the outfield at
the University of Hous-
ton.

Over 542 career minor
league games, Julks has
shown flashes of both con-

LD

LY

Corey Julks, a Clear Brook graduate, has been sum- of an impressive run of things at AAA Sugar Land a
moned to the Houston Astros spring training workouts season ago that included 31 home runs, 100 runs scored
as a nonroster invitee for 2023 largely on the strength and 89 runs batted in over 130 total games.

Feb. 14
4:30 p.m.

Feb. 22
4:30 p.m.

Feb. 23
4:30 p.m.

March 1
4:30 p.m.

March 2
4:30 p.m.

March 6
March 8

Pasadena ISD Intermediate Track and Field

Beverly Hills and Thompson 7th/8th at Dobie
San Jacinto and Bondy 7th/8th at Pas. Mem.
Jackson and Queens 7th/8th at Pasadena

Park View and Southmore 7th/8th at Rayburn
Miller and South Houston 7th/8th at S. Houston

Beverly Hills, Thompson, Bondy, Miller
and South Houston boys/girls at Auxiliary

Queens, Park View, San Jacinto, Jackson
and Southmore boys/girls at Auxiliary

Bondy, Park View, Beverly Hills, San Jacinto
and Southmore boys/girls at Auxiliary

Queens, Jackson, Miller, Thompson
and South Houston boys/girls at Auxiliary

District Championships at Auxiliary, 4:30 p.m.
District Championships at Auxiliary, 4:30 p.m.

Lajaunie tennis making plans

The Darren Lajaunie
Scholarship Fund Tennis
Tournament will celebrate
its 12th year with an excit-
ing new format for 2023
that includes three doubles
jamboree mixer events
as organizers continue to
raise funds for youth ten-
nis and graduating senior
class educational scholar-
ships.

As the sponsorship ef-
forts start for 2023, vari-
ous sponsorship levels are
available to individuals or
businesses at DLTTennis
Scholarships.com, where
the “Be A Sponsor” tab
may then be selected.

For students applying
for the tennis camp and
college scholarships on
the same site, deadline
for submissions is April
7, 2023. The scholarships
will be awarded to all hon-

orees in the latter part of
April.

Dobie seniors who wish
to apply for the college
scholarships may do so
by visiting the Lajaunie
website or by picking up
a packet in the school’s
counseling office.

The deadline for Dobie
senior scholarship submis-
sions is April 6, 2023.

The scholarship fund is
named in honor of Lajau-
nie, a Dobie High School
graduate and lifelong ten-
nis enthusiast who died in
2011 after a lengthy can-
cer battle.

Over the years, the fund
has provided dozens of
youth tennis scholarships

and college education
scholarships to deserving
players.

The three jamboree se-
ries events will be held at

the Harry Taylor Tennis
Center in Pasadena, with
as many as 60 players (30
doubles teams) competing
during the April 29, Aug.
19 and Dec. 2 events.

Individual players who
would like to register
without a predetermined
playing partner will be
paired with another player
prior to the start of the first
of the three jamborees.

Players/teams will earn
points for performance
during each jamboree seg-
ment, with an emphasis
placed on competing in
each of the three three-
hour Saturday events.

The first segment -
April 29 — will include
a fun-filled April Fools
theme.

Players may register for
play at DLTTennisSchol
arships.com.

Youths offered JFD Buddies Baseball

Area youth baseball
players will once again
have the chance to take
part in the Dobie baseball
program’s fun-filled Bud-
dies Baseball group for
2023.

Youths ages 5 through
13 may join the program,
which partners the youth
players with those from
the Dobie varsity baseball

program for just $30.

The Dobie Diamond
Club is partnering with
the Longhorns’ baseball
program to host the event.
Registratiom deadline is
Jan. 28.

Participants will be
paired with a Dobie play-
er and receive a Buddies
Baseball T-shirt while
also taking part in two

separate one-hour train-
ing sessions, an invitation
to all Dobie home games,
a meet-and-greet prior to
the start of Dobie’s season
Feb. 20 and an end-of-sea-
son team mingling event.

Direct questions via
email to jfdiamondclub@
gmail.com or visit www.
dobiediamond club.com to
register.

sistency and the versatility
of having what it takes to
play in the big leagues. It’s
all a matter of opportunity.

“It’s a privilege to be
able to play baseball for

.
- ¥

-

a living, and if the plan is
for me to be back in Sug-
ar Land this season, then
I'll be the best teammate
and representative of the
Astros’ organization that I

can be.

“As a player, all you
can do is prepare yourself
as best as possible and be
ready when the opportuni-
ties come. I’1l be ready.”

a4
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Playing the entire 2022 season at AAA Sugar Land afforded Corey Julks (cen-
ter) and his family including Daren Julks, his father (left) and Darren’s wife,
Tracy, the chance to connect after Space Cowboys’ games.

scrim., 3:30 p.m.

Baseball Scrimmage Action Upcoming

Clear Brook schedule — Feb. 4 Shadow Creek scrim., 11 a.m.;
Feb. 6 at La Porte scrim., 4 p.m.; Feb. 10
3:30 p.m.; Feb. 14 at Santa Fe scrim.,4 p.m.; Feb. 17 at Dobie

Dobie schedule — Feb. 4 Abvin scrim., 11 a.m.; Feb. 6 Angleton
scrim., 4 p.m.; Feb. 10 at Bay. Sterling. scrim., 4 p.m.; Feb. 14 La
Porte scrim., 4 p.m.; Feb. 17 Clear Brook scrim., 3:30 p.m.

at Pas. Mem. scrim.,

Dobie graduate Christmas-Kelly discusses
joining Indiana Fever as assistant coach

The Jan. 19 issue of the
Leader detailed Karima
Christmas-Kelly’s hiring
as an assistant coach with
the Indiana Fever of the
WNBA.

Christmas-Kelly, a
2007 Dobie High School
graduate, played parts of
10 seasons in the WNBA,
including the 2012-2014
seasons with the Fever.
Indiana won the 2012
WNBA crown with Christ-
mas-Kelly playing a key
reserve role after coming
in a midseason trade with

Tulsa.

A four-year varsity
girls’ basketball letter-
winner at Dobie who

helped the Longhorns to
the state tournament in
2004,  Christmas-Kelly
was twice an All-ACC
selection while at Duke
and was originally a sec-
ond-round draft choice of
the Washington Mystics in
2011.

Christmas-Kelly is both
a member of the Pasade-
na ISD Athletics Hall of
Fame and the Dobie High
School Hall of Honor.

Earlier this month, the
Leader connected with
Christmas-Kelly for a Q
and A following the an-
nouncement of her Indiana
hire.

Leader: You won a title
with the Fever and have
tremendous career mem-
ories with the franchise.
Explain how regarding it
feels to have the opportu-
nity to “give back” to the
next generation.
Christmas: I can tell you
that the world works in
mysterious ways. 1 was
trying to figure out what
was next and me knowing
that I wanted to impact
the next generation, but I
didn’t think it would hap-
pen so quickly.

I’'m excited for this
journey and being able to
put a different spin on the
league from a coaching

perspective.
Leader: How did the
coaching opp come

about? Had you viewed
this is a next step, were
ya talked into it? Just
how did it all come to-
gether?

Christmas: 1 definitely
viewed it as a possible

next step, just wasn’t sure
if it would be collegiately
or in the pros.

But I had great conver-
sations early with the new
head coach and now GM
(my former head coach)
when I was playing in
Indy, and just felt right at
home.

They value my knowl-

edge for the game and ul-
timately believe that I can
influence the next genera-
tion of WNBA players in a
positive way.
Leader: Obviously your
role will evolve, but what
areas of the game/opera-
tion will you be focusing
on for 2023?

Christmas: I think I will be
immersed into it all. Right
now we'’re dealing with
free agency and building
our roster for the upcom-
ing season. So this has al-
ready been an eye-opening
experience seeing the oth-
er side of the process that
it takes to build a team.
As time goes on, scout-
ing and game prep will be-
come another piece of the
routine that I will get more
and more familiar with.
Leader: This transition
must be exciting for you.
Explain the excitement
about being able to pass
on your knowledge of the
game. How will it feel to

be called “coach.”
Christmas: I think it will
take some time once it ac-
tually hits me. I'm excited
and anxious to get to work
and experience a season in
that role.

I know I'm surrounded
by great people who will
help guide me in the best
direction to help my team
succeed.

Leader: Your husband
(Austin Kelly) is a coach,
and you two have likely
discussed the intricacies
of the role. Might this
just be the first step to a
lengthy career along the
baseline?

Christmas: It just might!

Karima Christmas-Kelly played in the WNBA with the Indiana Fever during
the 2012 season in which the Fever won a league championship. The Dobie High
School graduate has now joined the Fever staff as an assistant coach working

alongside first-year head coach Christie Sides.

Indiana Fever photo

headed to

Continued from Page 5
team at regionals that
just missed an automat-
ic state qualification by
placing fourth. The LSA
foursome also included
Haleigh Pham, Taryn
Bladt and Jojo Miles.
The four competitors
also represented Lu-
theran South in the 200

medley relay, capturing
fifth place.
Elsewhere, Pham

was eighth in the 100
free and 10th in the 100
breast, and Blant took
10th in the 100 back and

LSA swimming team

state meet

16th in the 50 free. As
for Miles, she was 13th
in the 50 free and 16th in
the 100 free.

The TAPPS 2022-
2023 state meet will be
held over three days at
the John Davis Natatori-
um in San Antonio.

After winning the
state boys’ crown last
season the Lutheran
South boys were third
at regionals this time
around.

Ferguson, mean-
while, has gold medals
in mind at state.

South Belt youth soccer
continues online sign-up

The South Belt Youth
Soccer Club is now ac-
cepting online registra-
tion through Jan. 31 for
the upcoming 2023 spring
season as the league con-
tinues decades of play-
er development on local
fields.

The registration fee for
under-4, under-5, under-6,
under-7 and under-8 di-
visions is $85 per player,
while the fee is $95 for
the under-9, under-10, un-
der-11 and under-12 divi-
sions.

Players in the under-13,
under-14, under-15, un-
der-16, under-17, un-
der-18 and under-19 di-
visions will pay $105 per
player.

Payment must be made
by credit card or debit card
only.

Player families will be

required to provide a soc-
cer ball, shin guards and
cleats, while the league
will  provide uniform
items including a jersey,
game shorts and socks.

League officials also
encourage parents to ap-
ply online for head coach,
assistant coach, team par-
ent and team manager op-
portunities.

A typical league week
includes two practices
and games on Saturdays,
with no games on Easter
weekend or during spring
break.

Most age groups will
compete in an §-game
regular season, with no
Sunday games.

Visit ~ www.southbelt
soccer.org for registration
options as well as oth-
er information about the
league and the season.
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