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Leader seeks submissions
 The Leader encourages local schools, 
groups and individuals to continue sending 
story ideas and photos they’d like to see in-
cluded in the newspaper. Submissions have 
declined following the death of Leader pub-
lisher Marie Flickinger in November. Con-
tributions may be submitted to mynews@
southbeltleader.com.

Kirkwood to meet Jan. 27 
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place 6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 27, 
at the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Road near Beltway 8. Meetings are 
typically held the last Monday of the month. 
For additional information, call Kirkwood 
Civic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 
281-989-9990.

Knights hold barbecue sale
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will 
host a barbecue fundraiser at St. Luke the 
Evangelist, located at 11011 Hall Road, Sat-
urday, Feb. 1, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun-
day, Feb. 2, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost will 
be $12 for a pulled-pork sandwich, cole slaw, 
chips and soft drink; and $6 for sausage-on-a-
stick. Proceeds will benefi t the church’s capi-
tal campaign.

Sagemont to meet Feb. 4
 The Sagemont Civic Club will hold a meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 4, at The Gardens, 
12001 Beamer at Hughes. All Sagemont res-
idents/homeowners are invited to attend. The 
meetings typically take place the fi rst Tues-
day of each month. For more information, call 
Kay Barbour at 713-419-3545.

Freeway Manor to meet 
 Freeway Manor Civic Club will hold its 
fi rst meeting of the year at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 23, at Bible Way Church, 10120 Hart-
sook. Residents of Freeway Manor, Sun Val-
ley and Gulfway Terrace are encouraged to at-
tend.

New Covenant feeds needy
 Each month, New Covenant Christian 
Church, 10603 Blackhawk at Kirkfair, will 
have food distribution events the fi rst and 
third Wednesday from 1 to 2 p.m. and the sec-
ond and fourth Saturday of the month from 
noon to 1 p.m. or until supplies last. The pur-
pose of the events is to provide food to people 
in need. For additional information, contact 
the church at 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, 
from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each Thursday as part 
of the weekly Coffee with the Constable se-
ries. The next event will be Thursday, Jan. 23, 
with another event happening the following 
Thursday, Jan. 30. For more information, call 
Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 
713-419-3545.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from SH 96/
Calder/Brittany Bay in League City to FM 
519/Main Street in La Marque daily from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 
a.m. until further notice.  
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway 
will be closed from Deats Road in Dickinson 
to FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access in Texas 
City from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further notice.
  At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 
519/Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive in 
Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Beltway closures planned
 Two northbound and two southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lanes will be closed at 
Fairmont Parkway daily from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
until further notice. Signifi cant delays are ex-
pected. 
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

Telephone closure planned
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
lane on SH 35/Telephone Road will be closed 
from Airport Boulevard to Bellfort Avenue daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (excluding Sundays) until 
further notice.

Ellington holds eRecycling
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Feb. 8, 
at the Neighborhood Recycling Center at El-
lington Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 The collection events take place the second 
Saturday of each month. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.houstonsolidwaste.org or 
call 311.

 Dobie High School recently announced its 
2025 Class of Hall of Honor inductees, recogniz-
ing three alumni, two faculty members (a mar-
ried couple) and one volunteer (also an alumni 
and faculty member).
 This year’s group of inductees will offi cial-
ly be sworn in at an induction ceremony set to 
take place at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 31, in the area 
school’s auditorium.
 Now in its 13th year, the Hall of Honor rec-
ognizes graduates who have made signifi cant 
contributions to the community and serve as role 
models for current and future students. 
 Alumni members to be inducted into the Hall 
of Honor this year include Ahmed Badr, Jean 
Liew and Audrey Castoreno Atkinson.
 Faculty members being inducted include the 
science-teaching duo of longtime husband-wife 
team of Jeanne and Louis Parlangeli.
 While he is also an alumni and former faculty 
member, Jim Sawyer will be inducted into the 
Hall of Honor this year for his volunteer work in 
the community.

Ahmed Badr, alumni
 Ahmed Badr is an Iraqi-American author, 

poet and social entrepreneur working at the in-
tersection of creativity, displacement and youth 
empowerment. 
 Badr’s work seeks to combine poetry, ar-
chival collections, and 
multimedia to explore 
the complexities of mi-
gration, identity and 
self-expression, with a 
focus on reframing and 
reclaiming the power of 
tragedy. Badr is the di-
rector of the Patricel-
li Center for Social En-
trepreneurship and as-
sistant professor of the 
Practice in Public Policy 
at Wesleyan University. 
At 26, he is one of the youngest senior univer-
sity faculty and staff members in the world. He 
is author of While the Earth Sleeps We Travel: 
Stories, Poetry, and Art from Young Refugees 
Around the World (Andrews McMeel), featur-
ing a foreword by actor and UNHCR Goodwill 
Ambassador Ben Stiller. WTESWT has been se-

lected as the First-Year Common Read for the 
University of Delaware, Albertus Magnus Col-
lege and CUNY’s Queensborough Community 
College. 
 On July 25, 2006, Badr’s home in Baghdad 
was bombed by militia troops. He and his fam-
ily relocated to Syria, where they lived as ref-
ugees for more than two years before receiving 
approval to move to the United States. As a teen 
(and Dobie Junior), Badr founded Narratio, an 
organization and online platform that activates, 
supports, and highlights the creative expression 
of displaced young people through fellowships, 
workshops, publishing and partnerships. In sum-
mer 2019, Narratio launched an annual storytell-
ing and leadership Fellowship for resettled refu-
gee youth in partnership with the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. Over the past six years, work by 
80 Narratio Fellows has reached 2.5 million in-
dividuals worldwide.
 In 2020, Badr began a storytelling and strate-
gy consultancy with the World Bank’s Connect-
4Climate initiative. For this role, Badr co-host-
ed #Youth4Climate Live, a nine-episode series 
highlighting youth climate leaders in conver-
sation with government ministers, institutional 
executives, and civil society. The series and the 
#Youth4Climate campaign reached more than a 
billion people across 130 countries. Badr’s work 
has been exhibited at Juilliard, Harvard Divin-
ity School, Yale Law School, UNICEF House, 
Christie’s, World Bank Headquarters and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, among others. In 
February 2020, Badr debuted four visual works 
at Educate, an exhibit featuring global emerg-
ing artists at Christie’s New York. In 2023, Badr 
delivered a keynote speech at the Nobel Prize 
Teacher’s Summit. Badr has addressed the Unit-
ed Nations on more than ten occasions, and his 
work has been recognized by National Public 
Radio, Instagram, Buzzfeed, and Global Citizen, 
among others. Badr received a Bachelor of Art  
in anthropology from Wesleyan University and a 
master’s degree in education from Harvard Uni-
versity. He is the recipient of the Adrian Cheng 
Fellowship from Harvard Kennedy School, and 
the Social Innovation Fellowship Fund award 
from Harvard Business School. He is a National 
Geographic Young Explorer, and serves as one of 
17 UN Young Leaders for the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals in the Offi ce of the UN Secretary 
General’s Envoy on Youth.

Jean Liew, alumni
 As a self-proclaimed introvert and lover of 
narrative descriptions of illness, Dr. Jean Liew 
was always drawn to medicine. Her early interest 
was fuelled by reading books about illness, such 
as those by Oliver Sacks, eventually leading to a 
thesis on illness narratives in Charlotte Bronte’s 

work at the University of Texas (Austin), where 
she received honors degrees in both English and 
biology. 
 Liew is now assistant professor of medicine at 
Boston University Med-
ical School, where she 
has worked for the past 
two years doing clin-
ical epidemiology re-
search to identify novel 
risk factors for osteoar-
thritis and their poten-
tial mechanisms. She has 
also been instrumental 
in the implementation of 
the COVID-19 Global 
Rheumatology Alliance 
Registry, as the adminis-
trative lead of its steering committee since March 
2020 – work that has laid the foundation for un-
derstanding risk factors for severe COVID-19 
among people with rheumatological diseases.
 After completing her medical degree at the 
University of Texas, Liew went on to an inter-
nal medicine residency programme at Oregon 
Health and Science University (Portland), where 
she led a small research project that inspired her 
to seek further training in epidemiology. Along 
with a 3-year rheumatology fellowship at the 
University of Washington (Seattle, WA, USA), 
she completed a masters’ degree in epidemiolo-
gy, during which she worked with Susan Heck-
bert at the Cardiovascular Health Research Unit 
and remotely with Lianne Gensler at the Univer-
sity of California-San Francisco to investigate 
the association between pharmacological ther-
apies and cardiovascular risk factors in patients 
with ankylosing spondylitis.
 Outside of work, Liew describes herself as a 
keen but infrequent baker, favoring simple bakes 
that bring happiness to herself and others. She 
has two cats (Socs and Sam) and loves to spend 
time outside and visiting museums – her current 
favorite being the art museum at Yale University.
 Liew is also active on social media, provid-
ing a running commentary of conference presen-
tations that many of her colleagues fi nd invalu-
able. She has grown her Twitter followers from 
around 50 when she fi rst began tweeting about 
the American College of Rheumatology confer-
ence in 2018 to almost 6,000 in 2022, and she is 
often found among the top ten infl uencers at in-
ternational rheumatology conferences.
  Liew uses social media to keep on top of the 
literature and has begun collaborations with peo-
ple she had never met before, some even evolv-
ing into close friendships. She points out that the 
COVID-19 Global Rheumatology Alliance came
  Continued on Page 2

trict’s Elementary Principal of the Year, and Do-
bie High School Principal Dr. Jorly Thomas was 
named the school district’s Secondary Principal 
of the Year. This honor refl ects the impact these 
two leaders have made on their students, staff 
and community. Their dedication and commit-
ment to maintaining high standards of education 
has led to strong ratings, state recognition and 
positive learning outcomes.
 With Lewallen’s leadership, Morris Mid-
dle School became an A-rated school under the 
state’s accountability system, has been named 
a Schools to Watch campus, won the CREST 
Award  for their superb counseling program and 
was designated as a Model Professional Learning 
Community School. Lewallen brings a wealth of 

experience to her leadership position as she has 
spent her career working with at-risk students as 
a teacher, instructional specialist, assistant prin-
cipal, and now principal. Lewallen believes in the 
power of a growth mindset, innovative thinking, 
and focusing on growth as a measure for success. 
Throughout her career she has worked on devel-
oping this set of beliefs in her school community. 
The consistent focus on this vision, along with 
refi nement of systematic processes focused on 
school growth, strengthened her campus teams, 
and ensured equitable learner outcomes for all 
students. During her tenure at Morris Middle 
School, Lewallen has been instrumental in fos-
tering a collaborative environment that strongly
  Continued on Page 3

Leader continues its 2024 Year in Review
 The Leader continues its look back on 2024 
with a list of some of the signifi cant stories of the 
year. For highlights up to March 7, see the Jan. 
16 edition of the Leader.

March 7
 Two local principals were recognized by Pas-
adena ISD, as Morris Middle School Principal 
Allison Lewallen was named the school dis-

Jessica Cejka and the At Large Position B seat 
currently held by Scott Bowen.
 Both incumbents are expected to seek re-elec-
tion.
 Terms are three years each.
 To apply for a position on the ballot, inter-
ested individuals may download the Candidate 
Application and Information Packet at ccisd.net/
elections; pick up a packet in person at the Clear 
Creek ISD Education Support Center at 2425 E. 
Main St. in League City; or request a packet by 
email to elections@ccisd.net.
 For additional information on Clear Creek 
ISD’s 2025 election, visit ccisd.net/elections.

San Jacinto College
 In the San Jacinto College District, voters will 
select who will fi ll the Position 3 seat vacated 
by Leader founder and longtime board member 
Marie Flickinger late last year shortly before her 
death. 
 Candidate Salvador Serrano Jr. has fi led to as-
sume the Position 3 seat.
 Also to be decided is who will serve in San 
Jac’s Position 4 seat currently held Larry Wilson, 
who has fi led to maintain his position.
 Terms are six years each.
 For additional information on San Jacinto 
College 2025 election, visit www.sanjac.edu/
about/board-trustees/board-election.

 Candidate fi ling for a place on the ballot in the 
upcoming area May 3 school board elections be-
gan Jan. 15 and will continue through Feb. 15.
 Pasadena ISD, Clear Creek ISD and San Ja-
cinto College will hold elections.

Pasadena ISD
 To be decided in Pasadena ISD are the Posi-
tion 1 seat currently held by Paola Gonzalez, the 
Position 2 seat currently held by Crystal Davila, 
the Position 3 seat currently held by Nelda Sulli-
van and the Position 4 seat currently held by Ca-
sey Phelan.
 All incumbents are expected to fi le for re-elec-
tion.
 All positions are at large. Terms are four years 
each.
 At press time, it was unclear what was being 
done to fi ll the Position 7 seat recently vacated 
by the death of longtime board member Vick-
ie Morgan late last year. Pasadena ISD offi cials 
said they were in discussions with the district’s 
legal team and hoped to come to a a resolution at 
the  board’s next meeting.
 For additional information on Pasadena ISD’s 
2025 election, visit pasadenaisd.org/trusteese 
lection25.

Clear Creek ISD
 Voters in Clear Creek ISD will decide who 
will fi ll the District 1 position currently held by 

New Beltway 8 Shell opens

After months of construction, the new Shell service station located on Beltway 8 at Hughes Road/
Sabo opened to the public. This marks the third gas station to be located at the area intersection, 
with signage for a possible nearby fourth station to be located on Hughes Road at Sageglen where the 
Church’s Chicken was once located (see inset photo).  Photos by James Bolen

Dobie names 2025 Hall of Honor inductees
Jan. 31 ceremony to recognize 3 alumni, 2 faculty, 1 volunteer

Ahmed Badr Jean Liew

Filing begins in local school elections
PISD, CCISD, SJC to each hold May 3 board elections

 Both Pasadena ISD and Clear Creek ISD were 
closed Tuesday due to the icy conditions. (Mon-
day was a school holiday in honor of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.)
 Both Hobby and Bush Intercontinental air-
ports were closed Tuesday due to the frigid con-
ditions.
 Houston and Harris County opened dozens of
  Continued on Page 3

 The South Belt community was expected to 
experience a hard freeze at press time, with tem-
peratures expected to drop into the lower 20s 
Tuesday, Jan. 21. The winter storm was also ex-
pected to bring between 3 and 5 inches of snow-
fall to the Houston area.
 Dubbed Winter Storm Enzo by meteorolo-
gists, the storm was predicted to be one of the 
iciest in the state’s history.

Winter storm strikes South Belt area

Dobie DECA dominates district

Dobie DECA students excelled at the district competition held Thursday, Jan. 16, at the Epi-
center in Rosenberg. Alissa Nguyen (left) and Kaitlyn Resendez will each be advancing to state 
competition in business fi nance, hospitality/tourism, respectively. Dobie DECA students are un-
der sponsors Amber Allan and Stacy Thomas.
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

In My Opinion

Elected offi cials share their words

understanding of the craft 
and deepening her passion 
for broadcast news.
 Castoreno’s career tra-
jectory took her to Mid-
land-Odessa, where she spent 
four years as the 4 and 5 p.m. 
anchor at NewsWest 9. This 
experience provided her with 
an opportunity to engage 
with larger audiences.
 In 2015, she made the 
move to San Antonio, where 
she joined KENS 5 as a re-
porter and producer. Over 
the years, Audrey quickly 
rose through the ranks, ul-
timately being promoted to 
anchor. Today, as an anchor 
for the morning show, she has 
become a trusted face for the 
San Antonio community. Her 
work has earned numerous 
accolades, including Emmy 
and Associated Press awards, 
a testament to her unwaver-
ing commitment to delivering 
impactful and informative 
news to her audience.
 Beyond her professional 
success, Castoreno fi nds bal-
ance and joy in her personal 
life with her husband, Brian, 
to whom she has been mar-
ried to for ten years. Togeth-
er, they are raising two young 
daughters: Aurora, who is 4 
years old, and Cora, who is 
1 year old. Family is at the 
heart of everything she does, 
and her role as a wife and 
mother is one of her greatest 
sources of pride. She strives 
to be a positive role model for 
her daughters, showing them 
the importance of hard work, 
kindness, and giving back to 
the community.
 Outside of her profession-
al achievements, Castoreno 
has remained deeply com-
mitted to community service 
and volunteerism. She has 
been an active member of the 
Junior League of San Anto-
nio (JLSA) for the past nine 
years and currently serves on 
the board of directors as the 
vice president of Communi-
ty. Her leadership within the 

organization is a refl ection of 
her dedication to improving 
the lives of others. In 2019, 
she was honored as the JLSA 
Volunteer of the Year for her 
outstanding contributions to 
the League’s mission.
 In addition, Castoreno has 
volunteered with Commu-
nities in Schools, an orga-
nization focused on helping 
at-risk students stay in school 
and achieve in life. Her work 
with these organizations 
highlights her passion for 
making a positive impact, not 
only through her profession 
but also by giving back to the 
community that has support-
ed her throughout her career.
 Castoreno’s career is 
marked by a continuous drive 
for excellence, both on and 
off the screen. Her accom-
plishments in journalism – 
alongside her dedication to 
volunteering and leadership 
– serve as an inspiration to 
aspiring journalists and com-
munity leaders alike. As she 
continues her work at KENS 
5, Castoreno remains focused 
on telling stories that mat-
ter, while also making a dif-
ference in the lives of those 

around her.
Jeanne Louis Parlangeli, 

faculty
 Jeanne and Louis Par-
langeli motivated and in-
spired students at J. Frank 
Dobie in their pre-AP and AP 
physics and chemistry class-
es with their enthusiasm and 
love of learning. With a total 

of 76 years of teaching be-
tween them, they always had 
the goal of opening the eyes 
of their students and being 
the wind beneath their wings.
 Jeanne graduated from 
Southwest Texas University 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in biology and chem-
istry. She began her teaching 
career in Dayton ISD teach-
ing life and earth science 
at Woodrow Wilson Junior 
High and biology and phys-
ics at Dayton High School. 
She continued teaching at 
Friendswood High School, 
where she taught physical 
science and biology II. Later, 
Jeanne began her Pasadena 
ISD teaching career at Bever-
ly Hills Intermediate, where 
she taught earth and life sci-
ence. Finally, she found her 
niche at J. Frank Dobie High 
School teaching fi rst geology 
and physics and then pre-AP 
physics and AP physics.
 Louis graduated from St. 
Francis College in Brooklyn 
with a Bachelor of Science 
in chemistry. In addition, 
he received a Master of Sci-
ence in physical chemis-
try at Bowling Green State 

University. Louis attended 
American Chemical Society 
Short Courses and Princeton 
University Masters Teachers 
Program in biochemistry. He 
also worked at Brookhaven 
National Laboratories as a 
junior technical collaborator. 
For nine years, Louis worked 
at Nazareth Regional High 

Dobie High School to recognize 2025 Hall of Honor inductees

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

 Just down the street from the Austin 
headquarters of the Texas Department of 
Agriculture is a trailer selling consumable 
cannabis products; the sole purpose of 
these products is to inebriate. When did 
the Texas legislature debate recreational 
marijuana and ultimately vote to legalize 
it?
 The answer is, they didn’t. Thanks to 
loose legal language and generous inter-
pretations of the law, an unregulated mar-
ket for recreational marijuana has sprung 
up across Texas.
 Texas has, over the past few years, 
legalized hemp farming and processing, 
as well as creating and then expanding 
a compassionate use program for those 
who benefi t from cannabis as medicine. 
When passing these laws, legislators 
sought to defi ne intoxicating marijuana, 
which remains illegal in most cases. The 
resulting defi nition has led to the prob-
lems we face today.
 The process of testing cannabis for 
the level of intoxicating THC is costly and 
complex. Local police must send samples 
to one of the few labs which does the test-
ing and wait through a long backlog for a 
result. Unless you are dealing with mas-
sive quantities from transnational criminal 
gangs, it’s just not worth the time, hassle, 
and expense for law enforcement to bust 
someone smoking a joint in a city park or 
sneaking a dime bag into a concert.
 As a result, many local authorities have 
largely stopped enforcing marijuana pos-
session laws. Either the time and cost of 
investigating and prosecuting most cases 
simply isn’t worth it on limited police bud-
gets, or they are run by leftists who want 
to thwart Texas’ marijuana laws.
 On top of that, the levels of intoxicants 
permitted by the law are equally diffi cult to 
police. This has led to a fl ood of unregu-
lated “consumer products” such as vape 
pens, edibles, chocolates, and even raw 
cannabis “buds” being sold at retail estab-
lishments across the state.
 What’s worse, there are no consumer 
standards, safety inspections, or chem-
ical analysis of these products to deter-
mine their level of intoxicants or even their 
basic safety.

 I strongly support hemp as a commer-
cial product. I strongly support medical 
marijuana and our state’s compassionate 
use program. In fact, I want to see it ex-
panded to include far more medical con-
ditions than it currently does. Everyone 
who can benefi t from it to help with their 
legitimate medical condition should have 
it available to them. I also strongly support 
robust research into cannabis so we can 
best use it as medicine and for a myriad of 
consumer products.
 While I do not support recreational, re-
tail marijuana for all, it’s up to the legisla-
ture to fi x the legislation on the books and, 
while doing so, have a robust and transpar-
ent debate about whether or not to expand 
its availability. That has not yet happened.
I have received a lot of messages asking 
me to come out against Dan Patrick’s ef-
forts to curtail the unregulated and unsafe 
market that I have described. I will not. 
That’s not how the law works. The Lieu-
tenant Governor is right to go after these 
unregulated and often illegal businesses.
 Even if the legislature voted to legalize 
recreational marijuana tomorrow, that leg-
islation would create a legal market with 
rules, guardrails, checks, and balances. 
What we have now is the wild west.
 These products are potentially danger-
ous. In many cases, we don’t even know 
who the manufacturers are, where these 
products are coming from, or what kinds 
of chemicals and unsafe additives may be 
part of the production process.
 Texas needs clear and understand-
able laws. Texas Republicans need to be 
rowing in the same direction in order to 
achieve this goal. That is why I stand with 
Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick while 
expecting the legislature to do its job.
 Sid Miller
 Texas Agriculture Commissioner
 An eighth-generation Texas farmer and 
rancher, Sid Miller is the 12th Commission-
er of the Texas Department of Agriculture 
(TDA). A twenty-six-time world champion 
rodeo cowboy, he has devoted his life to 
promoting Texas agriculture, rural commu-
nities, and the western heritage of Texas. 
Commissioner Miller will be available for 
television, zoom, and phone interviews. 

Commissioner Miller supports Lt. Gov. 
Patrick’s cannabis curtailment effort

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Wednesday, Jan. 29, 6 – 7 p.m. English living lessons.
Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The 
library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Jan. 23, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Saturday, Jan. 25, 11 a.m. – noon Community craft, lunar new year.
 Monday, Jan. 27, 1 – 2:30 p.m. ESL conversation club.
 Monday, Jan. 27, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Citizenship classes.
 Tuesday, Jan. 28, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Tuesday, Jan. 28, 1 – 2 p.m. Citizenship classes.
 Wednesday, Jan. 29, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Lunar new year 2025, year of the snake.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital ma-
terials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/
services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

King: Harris 
County tax bill 
sticker shock
 As I have previously shared with you, 
when Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo 
claimed that the Commissioners’ Court 
was raising property taxes by 8%. Her 
statement was, to put it nicely, untrue. 
Tax bills for Harris County began going 
out shortly after Thanksgiving and many 
homeowners are seeing jaw-dropping 
increases. Of course, each homeown-
er’s tax bill is highly dependent on their 
individual circumstances, but on aver-
age, the increase may be the largest 
ever imposed by a local government in 
Texas. Here are the numbers.
 The Commissioners’ Court set the 
tax rate for four entities: the County, the 
Hospital District, the Flood Control Dis-
trict, and the Port Authority. Here are 
the increases in the tax rate for each:

 This shows that the tax rate for these 
four entities increased by 14% in just 
one year. To be fair, voters narrowly 
approved the Flood Control District’s in-
crease, although I wonder if they would 
have done so, had Hidalgo not lied 
to them about how much their Harris 
County taxes were really going up.
 But the Flood Control portion of the 
County’s tax bill is a relatively minor 
portion. Even if we eliminate the Flood 
Control District’s rate increase, the in-
crease in the rate that was imposed by 
the Commissioners’ Court was still over 
11%.
  So, there was no universe in which 
the tax increase was only going to be 
8%, as Hidalgo promised.
 But it gets worse because your actu-
al tax bill is the product of the tax rate 
and the taxable value of your property. 
According to the last report from HCAD, 
the taxable value of the average home 
in Harris County is up by just over 3% 
this year. Because of the compounding 
effect, the average homeowner will see 
a nearly 15% increase in their actual 
county tax bill this year.
 Commissioners’ Court was primarily 
able to cram down this onerous tax in-
crease by using a loophole that allows 
local governments to exceed the State 
imposed limits in the case of the dec-
laration of an emergency (Derecho and 
Hurricane Beryl). The Court also used 
several other exceptions to the State 
limit available to it in previous years 
but was blocked by the two Republican 
commissioners boycotting the meeting 
called to set the tax rate.

 Harris County was not the only jurisdic-
tion that jumped on the tax-raising band-
wagon. Almost 100 other taxing entities in 
Harris County raised their tax rates. How-
ever, several large jurisdictions held their 
tax rate even with the City of Houston and 
Houston ISD being the most notable.
 Some homeowners will see truly 
eye-popping increases, especially if they 
live in a jurisdiction that raised taxes like 
Harris County and had a large valuation 
increase. HCAD raised the value of the 
home of a friend of mine by 10% this year. 
He lives in the Houston Community Col-
lege District, which raised its tax rate by 
4.3%. His total tax bill was nearly 18% 
higher than last year. This is the fi ve-year 
history of his tax bill from the Tax Asses-
sor-Collector:
 You will notice that his tax bill declined 
in the previous two years, due to the prop-
erty tax relief passed by the Texas Legis-
lature. However, in his case, local govern-
mental entities have clawed back about 
half of that relief.

 By the way, the fi ve-year history for 
your home is included on the back of your 
tax bill or you can access it on the Coun-
ty Tax-Assessor’s website by looking up 
your property and then clicking the blue 
button in the left-hand margin titled “5 
Year Account History.”
 This year’s tax increases came on top 
of an average increase of over 10% last 
year because even though a taxing entity 
did not raise its tax rate, HCAD increased 
the average home value by that amount. 
As I noted in my earlier post on this topic, 
wages in the Houston region have been 
rising for the last fi ve years at a 3.9% an-
nual rate. So, Harris County’s taxes over 
the last two years have risen roughly four 
times higher than wages. 
 Recent polls have shown the growing 
frustration of young people, in particular, 
at the unaffordability of owning a home. 
The combination of a storage of sin-
gle-family homes, high interest rates, and 
spiraling insurance costs and taxes has 
simply made it impossible for many young 
people to purchase a home.
 Many attribute this frustration to the 
trend of many younger Americans aban-
doning the Democratic Party in favor of 
more populist candidates. However, many 
of our local offi cials, and especially some 
on Harris County Commissioners’ Court, 
do not seem to recognize that they are 
contributing to this home affordability cri-
sis with their obsession with ever-larger 
budgets fueled by ever-higher property 
taxes. Perhaps Harris County voters will 
help them make that connection in the 
next election.

Bill King

Ballroom dancers host Valentine’s Day dance
 A Valentine’s Day dance sponsored by ballroom dancers of League City, Bill and Neva 
Schroder, will take place at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 East League City Parkway, League 
City Saturday, Feb. 1, from 7 to 9:45 p.m. Everyone, with or without a partner, is invited. The 
facility maintains a fl oating hardwood fl oor. 
 The attire is “Dress as You Like,” casual to after-5. Door fee is $10. Neva will DJ. this smoke-
free and alcohol-free event. Questions may be directed to Neva@LetsDanceBallroom.org.

School in Brooklyn, where 
he sponsored students in the 
New York City Science Fair, 
where many awards and rec-
ognition were obtained.
 In 1976, Louis moved to 
Texas, where he began teach-
ing physical science at Dobie 
High School. Eventually, he 
into pre-AP and AP chemis-
try. After Jeanne and Louis 
met at a National Science 
Foundation geology event at 
Texas A&M University, they 
married and began to encour-
age each other in their respec-
tive fi elds.
 At Dobie, Louis sponsored 
the JETS Club and Science 
Olympiad. He also helped 
judge the Science Olympiad 
competition. In addition, he 
sponsored the Science Club, 
where students participated 
in Annual Galveston Beach 
and Galveston Bay clean-
ups. Jeanne helped integrate 
the Physics of Hot Air Bal-
loons, where students fl ew 
their own Hot Air Balloons 
over Dobie High School. 
Eventually, the Science Club 
built a model called Energy 
Town with multiple energy 
sources. The Paper Recycling 
Program began in 1995, with 
Science Club collecting old 
newspaper from community 
business, hospital, old ages 
home, etc. to eventually hav-
ing recycle bins place outside 
of Dobie High School, which 
the district expanded to oth-
er Pasadena ISD schools. At 
Dobie, the money collected 
was used to fi nd programs 
for Special Needs Students. 
Louis was honored by the 
Houston Galveston Area 
Council as a certifi ed teacher 
for water quality of local wa-
terways. Clear Creek, Mary’s 
Creek, Mudd Creek and 
Turkey Creek. He involved 
numerous Science Club stu-
dents to learn how to do water 
quality testing on Saturday 
mornings. 
 Both Jeanne and Louis 
were Academic Decathlon 
team tutors in physics and 
chemistry and student-teach-
er supervisors for Universi-
ty of Houston. They jointly 
received a mini-grant by the 
Houston Business Committee 
for Fascinating Physics and 
Chemistry Program. Their 
students were trained from 
1988 to 1998 to do physics 
and chemistry demonstra-
tions at the local Beverly 
Hills and Thompson inter-
mediates. The program was 
expanded to include students 
from a special topics class, 
who did the physics and 
chemistry demonstrations at 
Moore Elementary. 
 Both teachers led Dobie’s 
AP testing in physics and 
chemistry leading the district 
in students receiving college 
credit. Many hours were 
spent tutoring before and af-
ter school and during lunch 
to help students become suc-
cessful. 
 As lifetime learners, 
Jeanne and Louis attended 
CAST conferences as par-
ticipants and as presenters. 
They also attended numerous 
Woodrow Wilson Nation-
al Foundation Workshops 
to expand their knowledge. 
In 2007, Louis and Jeanne 
become involved with Lay-
ing the Foundation, a Dal-
las-based nonprofi t group 
that promoted quality teach-
er training. Later they both 
become trainers and trainer 
of trainers supporting each 
other as they traveled all over 
the United States presenting 
workshop empowering oth-
er teachers to implement the 
program. Jeanne was award-
ed the 2012 National Science 
Teacher of the Year by the 
Laying the Foundation and 
was honored by the Pasadena 
ISD board.
 In 2007, Jeanne received 
the 2007-2008 Toyota Tap-
estry Grant and in 2011, she 
was recognized as Teacher of 
the Year at Dobie. Jeanne was 
Science Department Chair 
and inspired her teachers 
at Dobie to be the best they 
could be. Louis began the 
Biodiesel Program at Do-
bie where used cooking oil 
was converted into biodiesel 
fuel. Both Jeannie and Lou-
is were honored numerous 
times by the top-10 gradu-
ates of Dobie as their Shining 
Star, the teacher who made 
a difference in their lives. In 
addition, they both received 
awards from the National So-
ciety of High School Schol-
ars. 
Jim Sawyer, volunteer (also 

alumni and faculty)
 While being highlighted 
for his volunteer work for the 
high school and surrounding 
community, Jim Sawyer is 
the fi rst inductee to qualify 
for three areas on the Dobie 
Pride Wall, as alumni, faculty 
member and community vol-
unteer. 
 Sawyer said, however, if 
given his choice, he’d prefer 
to be inducted along with his 
classmates in the alumni sec-
tion. A 1973 Dobie graduate, 
Sawyer was the captain of the 
football and baseball teams. 
Sawyer served as president 
of the Tri Hi Y club and was 

selected as a Rotarian and an 
Optimist. 
 Following graduation 
from high school, Sawyer 
attended Wharton Junior 
College on an athletic schol-
arship. He later received a 
bachelor’s degree from Uni-
versity of Houston and a 
vocational education degree 
from Texas A&M. 
 Sawyer worked as a teach-
er and coach in Pasadena ISD 
for 40 years. Sawyer began 
his teaching career at South 
Houston High School, where 
he taught math and science, 
before switching to teaching 
career and vocational classes. 
 Sawyer coached a variety 
of sports through the years, 
including football, baseball, 
both boys’ and girls’ basket-
ball, golf and tennis. After 
25 years at South Houston, 
Sawyer returned to his alma 
mater Dobie, where he taught 
career and vocational classes 
for 15 years. 
 Sawyer said he took some 
of the lessons he learned at 
Dobie and incorporated into 
his own teaching.
 “The best teacher I had as 
a student at Dobie was Coach 
Lloyd,” said Sawyer. “He 
taught us history by telling 
stories. I loved it and tried to 
incorporate that style into my 
own teaching style.”
 Sawyer was instrumental 
in building the bonfi re each 
year, collecting pallets from 
throughout the South Belt 
area and building the struc-
ture for homecoming. 
 Sawyer volunteered his 

time and skills to build the 
wall for the Dobie Pride Wall, 
and he spent last summer 
with volunteers adding the 
new addition to the Hall of 
Honor. He continues to work 
with the Seniors Helping 
Seniors program, spending 
countless hours organizing 
time and materials and doing 
prep work on area houses to 

allow senior class members 
to help in the community. He 
also drove the bus as a vol-
unteer for numerous campus 
programs.
 The word “no” is not in 
Sawyer’s vocabulary. A high-
light remembered by students 
was going to visit area ele-
mentary schools to read and 
tutor students from feeder 
campuses.
 Sawyer said many of the 
lessons taught at school car-
ried over into his personal 
life.
 “My goal at Dobie be-
came the same as my goal as 
a grandfather – to teach my 
students everything I know.”

Continued from Page 1
about through discussions on 
social media. 
 “You don’t have to sit in 
the same room and have a 
meeting with people,” Liew 
said. “You don’t have to be 
in their research group or at 
their institution. It just shows 
that you can do a lot of things 
that have a real impact on 
people’s lives, completely 
online.”
Audrey Castoreno, alumni

 Audrey Castoreno At-
kinson is an accomplished 
Emmy and AP award-win-
ning anchor at KENS 5 in San 
Antonio, where she currently 
serves as the morning anchor. 
With over a decade of experi-
ence in broadcast journalism, 
she has built a career marked 
by dedication, excellence and 
a passion for storytelling. 
 Castoreno demonstrated 
a strong academic focus and 
leadership potential from an 
early age. A distinguished 
honors student, she excelled 
in both her studies and extra-
curricular activities at Dobie 
High School. As a cheer-
leader, she learned the value 

of teamwork, discipline and 
perseverance – qualities that 
would later become foun-
dational to her career. Her 
involvement in Dobie News, 
where she held the role of 
news director during her se-
nior year, sparked her early 
passion for journalism and 
broadcasting. The program 
allowed her to refi ne her lead-
ership skills while also devel-
oping a deep understanding 
of the media landscape.
 In addition to her aca-
demic and extracurricular 
accomplishments, Castoreno 
was recognized for her com-
mitment to giving back to her 
community. She volunteered 
with Best Buddies, helping 
foster relationships for indi-
viduals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities 
and was honored as a Trail-
blazer in her senior year—a 
recognition of her outstand-
ing leadership and service.
 Following high school, 
Castoreno attended Sam 
Houston State University, 
where she pursued a degree 
in Broadcast Journalism. At 
Sam Houston, she continued 

to hone her skills as a sto-
ryteller, working at the uni-
versity’s TV station, SHSU 
Channel 7 and interning at 
Fox 26 in Houston. During 
her time there, she gained in-
valuable experience in front 
of and behind the camera, 
which laid the foundation for 
her future career in broadcast 
journalism.
 Her fi rst professional ex-

perience came at KAVU-TV 
in Victoria, where she worked 
as a reporter and fi ll-in an-
chor. The small market expe-
rience proved to be a crucial 
stepping stone, shaping her 

Audrey Castoreno
Jim Sawyer

 Louis and Jeanne Parlangeli

 2023 Tax Rate 2024 Tax Rate Rate Increase %Increase in Rate
County 0.35007 0.38529 0.03522 10%
Flood 0.03105 0.04897 0.01792 58%
Port 0.00574 0.00615 0.00041 7%
Hospital 0.14343 0.16348 .0.2005 14%
Total 0.53029 0.60389 0.0736 14%

Death

 Stephen (Steve) Brisbay, 
loving husband, son and father, 
passed away on Jan. 10, 2025, 
at the age of 64.
 Steve was born on Oct. 31, 
1960, in Houston. He lived 
most of his younger years in 
the Aldine area, graduating 
from Aldine High School 
in 1979. He loved horses, 
dogs and fi shing. As a boy 
he wanted to be a cowboy. 
Steve grew up active in many 

Stephen (Steve) 
Brisbay

sports. He rode in the Har-
ris County Junior Mounted 
Posee delivering the Hous-
ton Livestock Show and Ro-
deo invitation to the mayor 
of Brenham. While attend-
ing Texas A&M, he was on 
the water skiing team. Steve 
loved saltwater fi shing and 
spent many weekends fi shing 
at the Laguna Madre in Port 
Isabel. He spent most of his 
professional career working 
in oil and gas at Texaco and 
Marathon Oil Company.
 Steve is survived by his 
wife, Linda Brisbay; daughter 
Ally Brisbay; mother Carol 
Rose; stepfather Don Rose; fa-
ther Ronald Brisbay; stepsister 
Nicole Tupper and husband 
Josh; stepbrother Ryan Ver-
ducci and wife Jessica; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.
 He is preceded in death by 
his grandparents Catherine and 
Claude Brisbay, Helen Zwei-
gel and Abe Sigerman, and 
stepmother Linda S. Brisbay.
 He will be missed im-
mensely by family and friends 
but his memory lives on in 
their hearts forever.

Locals enjoy snow day
South Belters Luna (left) and 
Sol enjoyed snow for the fi rst 
time. On Tuesday, Jan. 21, 
many Houstonians received 
their fi rst-ever snow fall. Lo-
cals played in snow and a few 
even built snowmen. Below 
are snowmen built by Kelvin 
Lopez (CTHS tenth-grader) 
and his dad Jose Abarca.
 Photos by Jose Abarca
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HCAD offers deferred property tax payments
 Texans who are age 65 or 
older or who are disabled as 
defi ned by law may postpone 
paying current and delinquent 
property taxes on their homes 
by signing a tax deferral affi -
davit at the Harris Central Ap-
praisal District offi ce.
 Once the affi davit is on 
fi le, taxes are deferred – but 
not cancelled – as long as the 
owner continues to qualify for 
the exemption. Taxes accu-
mulate with 5 percent interest 
per year. The law extends the 
tax deferral to the surviving 
spouse of the person who de-
ferred taxes on the homestead 
if the surviving spouse was at 
least 55 years old when the de-
ceased spouse died.
 “Homeowners who are 65 
or older or disabled also should 
be sure they have applied for 
and received the appropriate 
homestead exemptions. These 
exemptions will reduce future 

tax burdens, and the tax sav-
ings from homestead exemp-
tions are theirs to keep,” said 
Roland Altinger, chief apprais-
er. “In December, the appraisal 
district mailed postcards listing 
the homestead exemptions the 
property owner has and en-
couraging them to contact us 
if they are eligible for one ad-
ditional exemption because of 
a 65th birthday or becoming 
disabled.”
 A fi led tax deferral affi davit 
keeps homeowners from los-
ing their homesteads because 
of delinquent property taxes. 
A pending sale to foreclose on 
the homestead’s tax lien will 
also cease as a result of fi ling 
a tax deferral affi davit. In ad-
dition, no taxing unit can start 
or continue a lawsuit to col-
lect delinquent taxes once an 
affi davit is fi led. There are no 
penalties on delinquent tax-
es during the deferral period; 

however, a tax deferral does 
not cancel penalties that were 
already due.
 “Homeowners with a mort-
gage on their home should 
fi rst check with their mortgage 
company to make certain the 
deferral does not violate the 
terms of the deed of trust se-
curing the mortgage on the 
property. Most deeds of trust 
require that taxes be paid cur-
rently,” Altinger said.
 All deferred taxes and in-
terest become due when the 
homeowner or surviving 
spouse no longer qualifi es for 
the exemption. If the tax debt 
remains unpaid at that time, 
penalties may be imposed and 
taxing units may take legal 
action to collect the past due 
amount.
 The tax deferral affi davit 
can be found at www.hcad.
org under the FORMS tab on 
the top tool bar. Select ALL 

Hunter Stacey (left) and his brother, Luke Stacey, are shown with their show goat from 
the Pasadena LS&R event.

Dobie FFA participates in Pasadena Livestock Show and Rodeo

Abrianna Carbajal (left) won girls’ fourth-place scramble heifer while Julien Cano 
won boys’ fourth place scramble heifer.

Dobie FFA students participated in the Pasadena Live-
stock Show and RodeoWinter Prospect show. The cattle, 
Swine and goat teams came away with multiple placings 
including a Grand Champion Jr. Goat Showman.

Hunter Stacey won third place in rings A and B in the Pas-
adena steer competition.

The Dobie swine team came home with fi rst- through third-place ribbons. The Pasa-
dena show awardees included, from left, Kevin Rubio, Kiara Torres, Thalia Oddo (Ag 
adviser) Annabelle Sallee, Cierra Hall and Marissa Martinez.

Luke Stacey won fourth place in goat rings A 
and B and Grand Champion Jr. Showman.

Pablo Ruiz’s steer placed fi rst in rings A 
and B.

Melanie Avalos placed third in goat rings A 
and B.

Dobie FFA participants, from left, Vianka Alanis, Sadie 
Jones and Jenna Molina display their show goats during 
the Pasadena Livestock Show and Rodeo.

The cattle team placed fi rst through fourth. Melanie 
Sanchez placed fi rst and second place in both rings.

FORMS > Affi davits > Form 
33.06 > Tax Deferral Affi da-
vit for Over-65 or Disabled 
Homeowner.
 Exemption applications can 
be found on the appraisal dis-
trict’s website, www.hcad.org, 
under the Forms tab on the top 
tool bar.
 For further details about 
property tax deferral, con-
tact the Harris Central Ap-
praisal District’s informa-
tion center at 713-957-7800 
or submit the webform at 
www.hcad.org > ABOUT > 
CONTACT US > Account 
Questions. Information can 
be found online at www.
hcad.org by keying in “tax 
deferrals” in the Search Bar 
at the top right of the screen. 
Information also is available 
on the Comptroller’s Proper-
ty Tax Assistance Division’s 
website at www.window.
state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/.

Ellis praises Commissioners Court’s $1M grant award
 Harris County Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis recently 
supported Commissioners 
Court’s approval to give a 
$1 million grant to the Afri-
can American Male Wellness 
Agency, a nonprofi t that will 
provide opioid prevention 
services and education to 
black men. 
 The grant comes from 
the Overdose Data to Action 
(OD2A), a Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
program that focuses on the 
drug overdose crisis. The 
grant program is adminis-
tered by Harris County Pub-
lic Health (HCPH). 
 “The overdose epidemic 
is a public health emergency 
that’s hitting Harris Coun-
ty hard, especially in our 
most vulnerable neighbor-
hoods,” Ellis said. “I support 
the Overdose Data to Ac-
tion program’s partnership 
with the African American 
Male Wellness Agency that 
takes a grassroots, communi-
ty-based approach to address 
this issue in Harris County. 
Working together, we can 
reverse this trend and save 
lives.”

 In Harris County be-
tween 2018 and 2022, black, 
non-Hispanic and white, 
non-Hispanic adults had the 
highest rates of substance-in-
volved health care facility 
visits, with a 375 percent and 
a 342.7 percent increase over 
the fi ve years, respectively, 
according to HCPH.
 In substance-involved 
deaths during that same pe-
riod, all racial and ethnic 
groups experienced an in-
crease with black non-His-
panic adults experiencing 
the largest increase of 79.3 
percent. The nonprofi t Afri-
can American Male Wellness 
Agency was selected to ad-
dress the signifi cant increase 
in opioid-related deaths 
among African American 
men. 
 With a strong community 
presence and a history of col-
laboration with OD2A, Afri-
can American Male Wellness 
Agency will implement a 
grassroots approach that tar-
gets high-risk areas through 
direct support services, in-
cluding recovery coaching 
and the distribution of nalox-
one, a medicine that rapidly 

reverses an opioid overdose. 
 HCPH will provide data 
support, tracking, and tech-
nical assistance to ensure 

effective, targeted interven-
tions.
 Also, the health depart-
ment will award three other 

partnerships that refl ect vari-
ous demographic groups and 
ensure strategies that recruit 
and reach diverse partici-

pants from different sectors, 
particularly those dispropor-
tionately impacted by over-
dose.

 San Jacinto College has 
been awarded a $109,020 
Jobs and Education for Tex-
ans (JET) grant from the Tex-
as Workforce Commission 
to train 20 students in the 
high-demand fi eld of radiolog-
ic technology. These funds will 
equip students with the skills 
necessary to pursue careers as 
radiologic technologists and 
technicians.
 “As the demand for skilled 
professionals in health care 
continues to grow, this grant 
ensures San Jacinto College 
can provide cutting-edge train-
ing that directly meets the 
needs of our region's work-
force,” said Dr. Brenda Helly-
er, chancellor of San Jacinto 
College. “By investing in our 
students and their future ca-
reers, we are not only empow-
ering them but also strength-
ening the economic vitality of 
our region.”
 The JET grant is part of a 
broader initiative announced 
by Gov. Greg Abbott, who 
awarded more than $15 mil-

lion in career training grants 
to 60 Texas higher education 
institutions and independent 
school districts. These funds 
will provide students with ac-
cess to state-of-the-art equip-
ment and resources for career 
and technical education pro-
grams, helping them transition 
into high-demand, good-pay-
ing jobs after graduation.
 Abbott highlighted the im-
portance of initiatives like the 
JET program in sustaining 
Texas’ economic growth. “As 
Texas’ economy continues to 
grow, it is critical that we in-
vest in our future workforce,” 
said Abbott. “This $15 million 
in career training grants will 
support career and technical 
training programs for thou-
sands of Texas students across 
our great state. I thank the Tex-
as Workforce Commission for 
their continued partnership 
with Texas’ high schools, col-
leges, and universities to help 
students achieve high-demand, 
good-paying jobs after gradua-
tion.”

 San Jacinto College’s radi-
ography/medical imaging pro-
gram launched a new Associ-
ate of Applied Science degree 
in magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) fall 2024 to address the 
healthcare workforce needs of 
the Gulf Coast region. This di-
rect-entry pathway allows stu-
dents to achieve certifi cation 
more quickly, enabling them to 
enter the workforce sooner. 
 “The JET grant will provide 
San Jacinto College with state-
of-the art equipment to train 
our students,” said Dr. Rhonda 
Bell, dean of health and natu-
ral sciences. “This ensures our 
graduates are well-prepared 
to excel in the fast-paced, 
high-demand fi eld of medical 
imaging, meeting the critical 
needs of our region and be-
yond.”
 Through the strategic use 
of JET grants, TWC continues 
to invest in programs that open 
doors for Texans to secure re-
warding careers while meeting 
the workforce needs of local 
communities.

San Jac receives workforce grant

Leader remembers 2024 highlights
Continued from Page 1
emphasizes every student’s 
holistic development and 
every staff member’s 
unique value. Under her 
leadership Morris Middle 
School has been recog-
nized as a Model Profes-
sional Learning Communi-
ty (PLC) at Work Campus 
through innovative sched-
uling, a focus on profes-
sional development and 
the establishment of a co-
hesive staff.
 In his short time as Do-
bie High School principal, 
Thomas has displayed the 
characteristics of a strong 
leader by offering support 
for all of those around him 
through the capacity of 
coaching, mentoring and 
opportunities for faculty 
and students. He is known 
to take extra time to meet 
with his staff individually 
to hear their concerns and 
gives feedback on growth. 
Thomas has upheld Do-
bie’s culture of excellence 
and most recently received 
the Texas CREST Award 
for their outstanding coun-
seling program. Addition-
ally, Thomas completed his 
doctorate in education in 
2023. Drawing on 25 years 
of education expertise, 
Thomas challenges the 
notion that talent is fi xed. 
Instead, he emphasizes de-
liberate practice, feedback, 
and continuous learning 
to unlock one’s full po-
tential. By nurturing curi-
osity and character skills, 
he positively impacts stu-
dents’ lives. Thomas’s ed-
ucational journey began as 
a history teacher at North 
Shore High School in 
1998. He later transitioned 
to a counselor at Spring 
ISD, where he worked 
with teenage fathers. His 
career progressed to Lake 
Olympia Middle School 
in Fort Bend ISD, fol-

lowed by roles as assis-
tant principal at Beverly 
Hills Intermediate and J. 
Frank Dobie High School 
before assuming the prin-
cipalship of Fred Roberts 
Middle School. Gifted the 
opportunity to build the 
school from the ground 
up, he established a foun-
dation of trust, courage, 
and empathy, shaping the 
school’s culture and staff 
recruitment. Guided by 
Thomas, Roberts Middle 
School earned recognition 
as a 2020 Texas Schools 
to Watch Campus for its 
academic achievements 
and improvement efforts. 
Roberts Middle School has 
earned several academ-
ic distinctions in student 
progress and growth under 
his guidance. His mentor-
ship has propelled six of 
his admin team members 
into principal and district 
leadership positions with-
in Pasadena ISD. Return-
ing to Dobie High School 
as principal, Thomas con-
tinues championing excel-
lence in Pasadena ISD. In 
addition to his educational 
leadership, he completed 
his Doctor of Education 
in 2023. As a staunch ad-
vocate for public educa-
tion, he participated in the 
Raise Your Hand Princi-
pals Advocacy Fellow-
ship to advocate for Texas 
public schools. Thomas is 
committed to fostering a 
compassionate and nurtur-
ing environment in every 
school setting.
 Nominations for the an-
nual recognition are sub-
mitted every January from 
principals, district levels, 
executive directors, direc-
tors, specialists, manag-
ers, coordinators and the 
superintendent’s cabinet 
members. Later, a com-
mittee of principals who 
were previous honorees 

meet to make a fi nal se-
lection for the elementary 
and secondary principals 
of the year. Lewallen and 
Thomas went on to repre-
sent Pasadena ISD in the 
Region 4 Principal of the 
Year competition by the 
Texas Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals.
 The results from the 
March 5 primary elections 
have been tabulated, with 
few surprises. While many 
of the primary races were 
predictably won by the 
incumbents, one notable 
exception was the contest 
for the position of Harris 
County district attorney, 
in which two-term Dem-
ocratic incumbent Kim 
Ogg was trounced by chal-
lenger Sean Teare for her 
party’s nomination. A one-
time employee of Ogg’s 
in the DA’s offi ce, Teare 
received 75 percent of the 
vote to his fomer boss’s 
25 percent. In November’s 
general election, Teare 
went on to defeat Republi-
can opponent Dan Simons, 
who ran unopposed in his 
party’s primary. The DA 
race was hotly contested 
this year after Ogg ruffl ed 
many feathers in her own 
party last year when she 
criminally charged three 
of County Judge Lina Hi-
dalgo’s staffers for their 
alleged involvement in a 
bribery scheme, prompting 
Teare’s well-funded cam-
paign as a challenger.
 In the race for Harris 
County Precinct 2 consta-
ble, Democratic incum-
bent Jerry Garcia main-
tained his position, easily 
defeating party challenger 
David Garza. Garcia re-
ceived 76 percent of the 
vote to Garza’s 24 per-
cent. No Republicans fi led 
to enter the race. In the 
contest for Harris County 
Precinct 2, Place 1 justice 

of the peace, Democratic 
incumbent Jo Ann Delga-
do also kept her position 
after capably defeating 
her Democratic opponent 
Oscar Salazar Jr. Delgado 
received 71 percent of the 
vote to Salazar’s 29 per-
cent. No Republicans fi led 
to run for the position. 
U.S. Rep. Sylvia Garcia 
(D), state Rep. Dennis Paul 
(R) and state Rep. Mary 
Ann Perez (D) all ran un-
opposed for their party’s 
nomination.
 The historic lunar mis-
sion the previous week 
associated with local com-
pany Intuitive Machines 
– the fi rst of its kind in 
50+ years – had to be cut 
short due to problems as-
sociated with the space-
craft’s sideways landing, 
offi cials with the company 
and NASA announced at a 
press conference. Accord-
ing to offi cials, the lander, 
named Odysseus, came 
in too fast for its landing, 
causing one of its six legs 
to catch the surface, caus-
ing it to tumble over. The 
spill caused the craft to 
land on its side, rather than 
upright as intended. Fur-
ther, the awkward landing 
prevented the craft’s anten-
nas from facing the Earth 
and left the lander’s solar 
panels closer to the surface 
than intended hampering 
communications. Offi cials 
continued to collect data 
until the lander’s power 
depleted Tuesday, about 
two-three days sooner than 
planned.
 Despite the mission’s 
technical diffi culties, Intu-
itive Machines continued 
to release stunning photos 
of the mission, many rem-
iniscent of the lunar land-
ings of the 1960s.
 The Leader will contin-
ue its 2024 Year in Review 
in next week’s edition.

South Belt struck by winter storm
Continued from Page 1
warming centers up to the 
public 
 City and county court-
houses were also closed 
due to the weather and all 
non-essential employees 
were told by offi cials to stay 
home. 
 Residents were urged to 
stay off streets unless it was 
an emergency and to practice 
safe heating practices.
 City of Houston trash 
pickup was expected to be 
delayed by two days, Solid 
Waste offi cials announced 
Monday, Jan. 20. Local 
MUD collections were also 
delayed.
 At press time, power loss 
was a major concern among 
offi cials. According to Cen-
terPoint representatives, ap-
proximately 1,200 support 
crew were on standby in case 
of power restoration emer-
gency.
 Houston Mayor John 
Whitmire and public safety 
offi cials held a press con-
ference Monday afternoon, 
warning of the storm’s con-
ditions and urging residents 
to be prepared and cautious.
 City of Houston offi cials 
offered the following tips to 
help residents stay safe in 
times of low temperatures:

The four Ps
 During periods of ex-
treme cold and/or winter 
weather, remember to pro-
tect the four Ps: People, Pets, 
Pipes and Plants:
 – People should dress 
warmly and in layers. Check 
on family, friends, and 
neighbors who may be sus-
ceptible to this week’s cold 

weather and/or not have ac-
cess to housing and heating, 
including the elderly and 
those with special needs. 
The Coalition for the Home-
less coordinates information 
for partner agencies and the 
general public and maintains 
an updated list of those re-
sources for individuals who 
may be experiencing home-
lessness: http://bit.ly/2TX-
Saan.
 – Pets should be brought 
indoors or provided with a 
warm place to sleep.
 – Pipes that run outside 
or under a house should be 
wrapped in pipe insulation 
to avoid cracks due to wa-
ter freezing in them. Open 
kitchen and bathroom cabi-
nets under your sinks to al-
low heat to enter them.
 – Plants may need to be 
covered or brought inside to 
avoid frost damage.

Driving conditions
 As with any type of pre-
cipitation, such as rain, sleet 
or snow, residents who are 
driving vehicles should take 
steps to protect themselves, 
including the following:
 – Give themselves extra 
stopping distance. Wet con-
ditions mean it takes longer 
for vehicles to come to a 
complete stop.
 – Ensure windshield wip-
ers are in good working con-
dition before heading out on 
the road. When conditions 
are wet or dark, be sure to 
use headlights.
 – Never use high beams 
in urban areas. Highway 
overpasses and bridges pose 
the highest risk of icing. 
Take extra precautions when 

driving over them.
 – Slow down. Rain, sleet, 
and snow can limit visibility, 
giving drivers less time to 
recognize danger.
 – Slowing down gives 
provides extra time to adjust 
to changing conditions.

Space heaters
 Heating devices cause 
more than 100 fi res in the 
City of Houston each year, 
resulting in numerous in-
juries and possible death. 
Citizens should always keep 
in mind that: Space Heaters 
Need Space.
 The Houston Fire De-
partment recommends the 
following safety tips when 
using supplemental heating 
sources:
 – Make sure you have a 
working smoke alarm.
 – Never leave children 
unattended in a room with 
a space heater – Children 
knock over space heaters, 
especially if they are placed 
on top of wobbly tables or 
stools and near where the 
children play. Children may 
also stick paper or toys in the 
grates of the space heaters 
especially gas space heat-
ers. The city had two report-
ed fi res in 2004 caused by 
children playing with space 
heaters.
 – Keep all combustible 
materials, including your-
self, at least three feet from 
the heater.
 – Open face heaters 
should have a screen.
 – Provide ventilation to 
prevent carbon monoxide 
poisoning.

Electric heater tips
 – Never overload outlets 

or breakers.
 – Don’t use extension 
cords for the heater. If the 
cord is hot to the touch, turn 
off the heater and unplug it.
 – Electric heaters perma-
nently installed in the wall or 
ceiling should have lint and 
dust removed regularly. Lint 
and dust will burn.
 – For additional informa-
tion on safely using space 
heaters, visit houstonfi re.org.

Rental property tips
 Landlords are obligat-
ed to maintain their rental 
properties to the minimum 
standards set by the Houston 
Housing Code of Ordinanc-
es (Sec. 10-363).
 Heating equipment must 
be able to maintain a min-
imum inside temperature 
of 70 degrees Fahrenheit 
(measured three feet above 
the fl oor) when it is 20 de-
grees Fahrenheit outside. To 
report suspected violations, 
call 311.

Stay updated
 For the latest forecast 
from the National Weather 
Service, visit weather.gov/
houston.
 Sign up for emergency 
notifi cations via AlertHous-
ton: bit.ly/2zlPeNn. 
 Download a Disaster Pre-
paredness Guide and make 
a plan at bit.ly/2NmO8IZ. 
For information on road-
way conditions, visit hous
tontranstar.org or follow the 
Texas Department of Trans-
portation on Twitter @Tx
DOTHouston.
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Nicole

45 years ago (1980)
 Several fl ood control ex-
perts addressed residents at the 
fi rst meeting of the Regional 
Citizens Task Force. The task 
force was designed to be the 
basis of a fi ve-county fl ood 
control authority.
 Several local radio and 
television stations erroneous-
ly reported fl ooding in the 
Sagemont and Scarsdale areas.
 The Houston Fire Depart-
ment was investigating a fi re 
which gutted Burnett Elemen-
tary’s fi fth-grade pod.
 South Belt resident Rick 
Faulkner, 21, was reported 
missing from the Blackthorn, a 
Coast Guard vessel which col-
lided with a tanker off the Flor-
ida coast.

40 years ago (1985)
 The Dobie Lariaettes drill 
team won its third straight 
sweepstakes award under the 
direction of Patty LaTouche 
in competition at the Houston 
Invitational at the Astroarena 
and would compete in state 
competition in mid-February 
in Spring Branch.
 A locker search by school 
personnel at Beverly Hills In-
termediate School revealed a 
couple of crude Oriental weap-
ons. The search was prompt-
ed by feuding between two 
groups of students.

35 Years ago (1990)
 Justice of the Peace How-
ard Wayland was making plans 
to move into new offi ces at the 
courthouse annex opening on 
Beamer at Scarsdale.
 South Belt residents living 
in the Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District changed 
the makeup of the board of 
trustees with the election of 
two new members.
 The PISD board voted to 
obtain $100 million in revenue 
bonds.
 Several parents of Weber 
students requested transfers for 
their children for health rea-
sons.

30 years ago (1995)
 South Belt business own-
ers along with the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce met with the city 
of Houston deputy director 
of public works to protest the 
proposed installation of a 36-
inch waterline down Scarsdale 
Boulevard.

25 years ago (2000)
 South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce in-

coming president Johnny Car-
mona received the traditional 
gavel from Terry Felton at a 
banquet held at The Gardens.
 Judy Harrison was named 
the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce Citi-
zen of the Year.
 David Pierce accepted an 
assistant coaching position 
at the University of Houston. 
Bobbye McCain fi lled Pierce’s 
role as coach of the girls’ junior 
varsity basketball team.
 The establishment of a fi re 
and ambulance district in the 
Clear Brook City Municipal 
Utility District passed 73-8. A 
bond issue passed, which in-
creased the bond authority of 
the CBC MUD.

20 years ago (2005)
 Four South Belt residents 

were honored at the 21st annu-
al South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce banquet: Joe 
Craddock, Gilbert Aguilar, 
Jannis Lowery and the Rev. 
Gordon Berg. The four were 
recognized as ordinary people 
doing extraordinary things.
 Five decapitated ducks 
were found in the drainage 
ditch paralleling the Black-
hawk Hike and Bike Trail. 
Local law enforcement and the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment were called.
 Dobie students, faculty and 
parents raised $4,000 in three 
days to donate to the Rev. Gor-
don Berg of Action Ministries 
to benefi t the tsunami victims 
of Indonesia. The donation 
well surpassed the two-day 
goal of raising $3,000.

 Shane Nance, a 1996 Dobie 
graduate, was honored as his 
Arizona Diamondback profes-
sional baseball team jersey was 
dedicated by Dobie’s Diamond 
Club.

15 years ago (2010)
  In a surprising move, new-
ly named Dobie head foot-
ball coach Derek Fitzhenry 
resigned from his post before 
even starting the position. 
According to Fitzhenry, his 
family wanted to remain in 
Giddings, where he planned to 
continue to coach.
 John Elam died after a fi ve-
year battle with cancer. A 1985 
Dobie graduate, Elam was a 
standout football player who 
went on to play at Texas A&M 
University. Elam was diag-
nosed with a rare, unknown 

form of cancer in 2004.
10 years ago (2015)

 The Pasadena Independent 
School District board of trust-
ees approved naming the new 
Career and Technical High 
School the Dr. Kirk Lewis 
Career and Technical High 
School. Voters approved con-
struction of the $37.5 million 
campus, located at Genoa-Red 
Bluff and Beltway 8, in a 2011 
bond election. The campus 
opened in August 2014.

5 years ago (2020)
 San Jacinto College Chan-
cellor Dr. Brenda Hellyer was 
presented the Bay Area Hous-
ton Economic Partnership’s 
prestigious Quasar Award at 
the group’s annual Quasar 
Award banquet Jan. 24. BA- 
HEP President Bob Mitchell 

praised Hellyer’s efforts for 
building and maintaining a 
skilled workforce that is fun-
damental to the economic 
well-being of the region.
 The Pasadena Independent 
School District board of trust-
ees approved an agreement 
providing for the relocation of 
the future Thompson Interme-
diate campus to a site less con-
tentious than its initial nearby 
location. Initially planned 
to be constructed on High-
land Meadows Drive near the 
Green Tee Terrace subdivision, 
the new campus was sched-
uled to be built on Riverstone 
Falls Drive near Hughes Road. 
The original site had been met 
with opposition from residents 
of both the Riverstone Ranch 
at Clear Creek and Green Tee 

MIDWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY FALL
AWARDS DEGREES

 Congratulations are in order for South Belt 
student Jeannie Yen Nguyen who earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in radiologic sci-
ences from Midwestern State University at the 
end of the fall 2024 semester.

BIRTHDAY WISHES FOR REBECCA
 Dobie grad Rebecca (Heeth) Irvine enjoys 
a birthday Jan. 23. Best wishes are sent from 
her husband Steve and her father Richard 
Heeth of Kirkwood.
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO THE WIESSES

 Special wishes to Jacquelyn and Louie 
Wiess who will be celebrating 66 years of mar-
riage Jan. 23. Much love and wishes for many 
more wonderful years to share together. Hugs 
and kisses from their children Heidi, Louie, 
Kara, spouses and grandchildren, Cody, 
Louie, Arianna, Ameila and Jence.

CLAUDIA MARKS A BIRTHDAY
 Birthday wishes are sent to former Leader 
staff member Claudia Cubos who marks a 
birthday Jan. 23 from her family, friends and 
staff at the Leader. 

LAILA CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Best wishes for a happy birthday are sent 
Jan. 27 to Dr. Laila Hassan from her family, 
friends, office staff and the Leader staff.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DAVID!
 Happy birthday greetings are sent to Davy 
Flickinger, Leader president, on Jan. 27. 
David is wished a great day by his wife, Ellie; 
daughter Natalie and husband Jose Abarca; 
grandchildren Kelvin Lopez, Noah, Elliana 
and Isabella Delgado; dad David Flickinger; 
brother Fred and wife Leslie Flickinger; niece 

 Give a birthday shoutout Jan. 28 to Sara 
Cooper.

Melillo Middle School
Best wishes for a special birthday Jan. 27 are 
sent to Kelly Schwenk.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
Jacqueline Resendez celebrates a birthday 
Jan. 26.

Thompson Intermediate
 Send a birthday greeting Jan. 27 to Lukus 
McCuiston.

Dobie High
 On Jan. 24, birthday wishes are sent to 
Jovanna Suarez-Torres. Remember to wish 
Brian Hamlin and Xuan Pham a happy birth-
day Jan. 25.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS 
 Thursday, Jan. 23: Becky Forsyth, Audi Re-
sendez, Rodney Thiel, Wendy Gray and Bill 
A. Stevens; Friday, Jan. 24: Renee Lister and 
Lee Balinas; Sunday, Jan. 26: Gene Webster 
and Craig Green; Monday, Jan. 27: Cheryl 
Arnesen, Nicole Crader, Raquel Jones, Der-
ek Cooley, Donald Gillock Sr. and Solomon 
Ard; Tuesday, Jan. 28: Daryn Edwards, Toni 
O’Bryan, Chris Valvaneda, Nealda Whitley, 
Lewis Cambiaso, Edgar Ramirez and Jen-
nifer Hernandez; and Wednesday, Jan. 29: 
Stephanie Martinez-Hinton, Yvonne Mof-
fi tt, Margarito Rivera, Debra Dorn, Lauretta 
Massicott and Holly Conrad.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 For birthdays, “Friends Celebrate Birthdays” 
or announcements email to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Kimberly and Matt Lipino; niece Courtney 
Durham and children Abigail, Jackson and 
Penelope; and the staff at the Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE 
 The following personnel of the Pasadena 
ISD celebrate birthdays Jan. 23 through Jan. 
29.

Atkinson Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Diana 
Salazar-Rodriguez Jan. 24.

Burnett Elementary
 Light the birthday candles on a birthday 
cake Jan. 23 for Lena Toole. The day for 
Maria Gloria and Ericka Palacios to celebrate 
with ice cream and a double-layer birthday 
cake is Jan. 25. Remember to wish Maggie 
Courville a happy birthday Jan. 26.

Bush Elementary
 Maria Garza and Zorymartha Lopez cele-
brate a birthday Jan. 23.

Frazier Elementary
Light the birthday candles Jan. 26 for Ashley 
Jones.

Hancock Elementary
 Jan. 26 is the day for a party for Judy Living 
and Laura Carillo. Send a happy birthday wish 
Jan. 28 to Elvia Castaneda.

Genoa Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles Jan. 23 for 
Netza Lopez. Remember to wish Mireya 
Macedo a happy birthday Jan. 26. Best wish-
es for a special birthday Jan. 29 are sent to 
Francisca Tarango.

Meador Elementary
 Remember to wish Rubi Rocha a happy 
birthday Jan. 24.

South Belt Elementary

Under the guidance of Dobie’s coach Cohen Landry, 
coach Caitlin Morrison and varsity head football 
coach Daniel Fitzmorris, shown, left to right, Dobie 
football players Lorenzo Aguirre, Thomas Canil, Isaac 
Zamora and Jeremy Valencia dropped off Christmas 

Dobie football team spreads Christmas joy

SJC Central Children’s Center 
earns NAEYC re-accreditation
 The San Jacinto College 
Central Campus Children’s 
Center has earned re-accred-
itation from the National As-
sociation for the Education of 

Young Children, achieving 
an exceptional 91.96 percent 
pass rate. The accreditation is 
valid through February 2030.
 The center is one of only 

four NAEYC-accredited fa-
cilities in the Deer Park, La 
Porte and Pasadena area. With 
more than 30 years of experi-
ence, NAEYC is the nation’s 
leading organization in early 
childhood education accredi-
tation, setting comprehensive 
standards for program quality, 
professional practices, and op-
erational excellence. NAEYC 
accreditation is widely rec-
ognized as the gold standard 
for early childhood educa-
tion programs, representing 
a commitment to operational 
excellence and high-quality 
care.
 “NAEYC accreditation 
helps ensure we continue 
providing high quality care 
and education,” said Abigail 
Ramirez, Children’s Cen-
ter director. “As early child-
hood educators, we believe 
the journey of student suc-
cess begins in the early years. 
Through NAEYC’s stan-
dards, we’re intentionally fo-
cused on building future gen-
erations - including both the 
children in our care and San 
Jacinto College students.”
 The center, which has 
served the community for 
more than 20 years, under-
went a comprehensive eval-

Terrace subdivisions. The 
new campus, which will per-
manently replace the original 
Thompson campus on Sage-
downe Lane, is expected to 
open August 2021.

1 year ago (2024)
 The South Belt communi-
ty rallied around a local fam-
ily who lost everything when 
their house in the 10600 block 
of Kirkshire Drive was de-
stroyed by fi re. The uninsured 
family had close ties to Dobie 
High School, as the mother 
taught there and the youngest 
son was a senior at the area 
school. Pasadena ISD also as-
sisted in the family’s recovery. 
Two Houston fi refi ghters suf-
fered minor injuries when the 
home’s ceiling collapsed on 
them while battling the blaze. 
Houston Fire Department offi -
cials estimated property dam-
age at $275,000. The fi re re-
portedly started in the fi replace 
and spread quickly from there. 
In all, 33 personnel respond-
ed to this incident, includ-
ing fi refi ghters from stations 
23, 70, 71, 52, 61, 93 and 24.

gifts to students at Frazier Elementary.This is the sec-
ond year that the Dobie football team and the Family, 
Career and Community Leaders of America chapter 
collected toys for the goal of spreading joy and love to 
the community.

Left to right, are fi rst-graders (front row) Camila 
Saldivar, Vincent Estrada, (back row) Luka Chavez and 
Leilani Torres.

Frazier announces mathematicians of the month

Pictured left to right, are second-graders (front row) Aria Salas, Ezekial Lopez, Athan 
Garcia, (back row) Sophia Covarrubia and Antonella Bautista.

Frazier Elementary School has recognized students from each grade as Mathema-
tician of the Month. Shown at right, left to right, are pre-k students Hope Solano, 
Aidan Jackson and Gianna Cuadros.

Shown, left to right, are kindergarteners (front row) Yuli Perez, Zoe Garcia, (back row) 
Jada Arizaga and Harrison Cowart.

Left to right, ECSE Elyan Mendoza and Able 1 Nicolas 
Diaz were recognized as mathematicians of the month.

Left to right, are third-graders (front row) Nathan Na-
vaez, Arian Garcia, (back row) Kristel Mesa and Ana-
sofi a Martinez.

First-graders BSS Julian Greer (left) and Able 1 
Dahlia Williams received math certifi cates.

Left to right, are fourth-graders (front row) Orzorah Herrera, Zendaya Serrano, 
(back row) Jeremiah Meda and Giovani Garcia.

uation process including 
classroom observations and 
portfolio reviews. The re-ac-
creditation process began 
immediately following their 
previous accreditation in 
September 2019.
 San Jacinto College
Surrounded by monuments 
of history, evolving indus-
tries, maritime enterprises of 
today, and the space age of 
tomorrow, San Jacinto Col-
lege has served the people 
of east Harris County, since 
1961. The college is one of 
the top 10 community col-
leges in the nation as desig-
nated by the Aspen Institute 
and was named an Achieving 
the Dream Leader College of 
Distinction in 2020. The col-
lege is a Hispanic-serving in-
stitution that spans fi ve cam-
puses, serving approximately 
45,000 credit and noncredit 
students annually. It offers 
more than 200 degrees and 
certifi cates across eight ma-
jor areas of study that put 
students on a path to transfer 
to four-year institutions or 
enter the workforce. The col-
lege is fi scally sound, holding 
bond ratings of AA+ by Stan-
dard & Poor’s, and Aa2 by 
Moody’s.

Meador Elementary School announced Cecilia Stewart 
as their December Teacher of the Month because of ded-
ication to staff and students for the last 35 years. Left to 
right, are principal Jennifer Chavez and Stewart.

Meador Teacher of 
the Month 
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 2/16/25.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
School-age Program 
(Kindergarten and Up)

We pick up from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, and  
Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
Ask about our 
Introductory 
Specials

Join our martial arts family today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

 The Leader contin-
ues its 2024 year in re-
view with a look back at 
some of the outstanding 
achievements for both in-
dividual athletes and their 
teams during both August 
and September,  leading 
into October.

Aug. 1
 Lutheran South Acad-
emy varsity volleyball 
standout Aniston Collins 
announced that she ver-
bally committed to con-
tinue her education and 
playing career at Stephen 
F. Austin State University 
in Nacogdoches. Collins, 
a junior with the Pioneers, 
has been a varsity standout 
for three seasons and has 
helped LSA to a pair of 
state tournament appear-
ances. She will begin her 
senior season in August.
Josh Kluka once witnessed 
the success of the Dobie 
boys’ soccer program from 
afar and last summer ac-
cepted the responsibility of 
leading the Longhorns into 
a new era as their newly 
hired varsity head coach. 
A soccer lifer first as a 
youth player in Nebraska 
and now as a Houston area 
high school coach, Kluka, 
a 2016 college graduate, 
was an assistant at Pasa-
dena High School before 
a three-year head coaching 
stint at Santa Fe. 
 He was the varsity boys’ 
head coach at Katy Paetow 
during the 2023 season, 
and simply couldn’t pass 
up the opportunity to pur-
sue the Dobie opening. “I 
think the success shown at 
Dobie speaks for itself,” 
Kluka said. “I’m excited 
for this opportunity but 
also understand the re-
sponsibility to the kids and 
the program as a whole.”
 Clear Brook’s Pat-
ty Barnes concluded her 
Amateur Athletic Union 
track and field season in 
Greensboro, N.C., placing 
eighth nationally in the 
age 15-16 girls’ 800 at 2 
minutes, 30.71 seconds.
 Clear Brook junior 
Joshua Shelton came up 
with a personal record 
time of 47.76 seconds in 
the boys’ age 15-16 400 as 
he earned a bronze med-

Aguirre added a team-high 
17 digs, Campos had 16 
and Hope Ortiz added 14 
more. Sophomore setter 
Alysa Sanchez had 13 as-
sists. Against Goose Creek 
Memorial, Aguirre’s 11 
kills paced Dobie, while 
Campos had nine and 
Johnson delivered eight 
of her own. Goree had 20 
assists and 18 digs, while 
Aguirre had 18 digs. San-
chez had 12 more assists.
 Terry Brotherton, 
whose half-century com-
mitment to community 
service and love for the 
traditions of his hometown 
school district helped to 
enrich all of Pasadena, 
died Aug. 13. He was 73. 

going, she turned to 10 
players against the Rang-
ers and 15 against Goose 
Creek Memorial. The 
Longhorns were essential-
ly starting fresh after the 
graduation of 10 seniors a 
season ago.
 Dobie defeated host 
Baytown Sterling Aug. 13 
in four sets, with first-year 
players making solid con-
tributions in all phases of 
the game. Senior Juliana 
Aguirre led the way with 
12 kills against Sterling, 
while junior Jordan John-
son had six kills. 
 Senior Mia Campos and 
sophomore Alyssa Goree 
had five kills each. Goree 
also had nine service aces. 

boys’ 3,200-meter event in 
a time of 13:06.70.

August 22
 The Dobie varsity vol-
leyball team was just two 
matches into the 2024 
regular season, and head 
coach Dawn Sexton and 
her staff continued to tin-
ker with the rotation.
 The Longhorns opened 
the season Aug. 13 with a 
four-set road win at Bay-
town Sterling. Three days 
later, Dobie went the dis-
tance with Goose Creek 
Memorial, with the visit-
ing Patriots emerging vic-
torious. 
 Sexton opened the sea-
son with 17 players on the 
varsity roster. In the early 

al for third place during 
the USA Track and Field 
National Junior Olympic 
Championships July 27 
in College Station. Shel-
ton reached the Region III 
Championships in the 400 
during his first two sea-
sons with the Wolverines 
and would begin his junior 
season in September.

August 15
 The Dobie cross-country 
program opened the 2024 
season with an appearance 
at Dawson High School’s 
Will Sirmon Alumni Invi-
tational Aug. 9 in Pearland 
as competitors navigated a 
3,200-meter course. 
 In the varsity girls’ di-
vision, a time of 11 min-
utes, 21.10 seconds was 
the gold-medal time for 
senior Keara Zver of Con-
roe Grand Oaks. A time 
of 12:52.50 landed Dobie 
senior Lauren Garza 18th 
overall as the state meet 
qualifier from 2023 got her 
final season going. Dobie 
sophomore Aracely Alvara-
do had a time of 12:58.20 
as the Longhorns’ second 
overall finisher, and Leyla 
Martinez (14:28.60) and 
Mariah Medina (15:23.50) 
also ran for the locals. 
 A time of 10:00.40 got 
senior Zachary Madsen 
of Clear Lake to the fin-
ish line first overall in the 
varsity boys’ 3,200-meter 
race. As for Dobie, fresh-
man Jordan Roman was 
17th-best at 10:43.70. 
Also for the Longhorns, 
junior Johan Villavicen-
cio, the Longhorns’ top 
returnee from 2023, was 
in at 11:08.20, with ju-
nior Orlando Paz posting 
a time of 11:34.20. Senior 
Carlos Salazar crossed 
the finish line in a time of 
11:45.30, and Jorge Jasso 
finished at 12:43. The ju-
nior varsity girls’ course 
measured 3,200-meters as 
sophomore Christina Ro-
driguez placed 13th over-
all in a time of 15:21.70. 
Skyler Mendiola, also 
a sophomore, was in at 
15:55, with teammate 
Aliyah Sanchez, also a 
sophomore, earning a time 
of 15:58.90. Junior Peter 
Ngo was Dobie’s best fin-
isher in the junior varsity 

With a shock of silver hair 
and thick Texas drawl as 
calling cards, Brotherton 
lent his business skills to a 
myriad service ventures in 
the community, including 
the Pasadena ISD Educa-
tion Foundation, of which 
he was a founding mem-
ber, and the Pasadena ISD 
Athletics Hall of Fame, 
which he helped establish 
in 2012. He served as the 
first president of the Hall 
of Fame organizing com-
mittee and brought de-
cades of knowledge and 
personal insight to the 
Hall of Fame’s selection 
committee. 

August 29
 The Lutheran South 
Academy varsity volley-
ball team, coming off a 
Texas Association of Pri-
vate and Parochial Schools 
state tournament champi-
onship match appearance 
in 2023, was again off to a 
hot start to begin the 2024 
campaign. Competing in  
the Mavericks’ Volleybash 
at Pasadena Memorial 
High School Aug. 15-17, 
the Pioneers reached the 
championship match for 
the second straight season, 
 Continued on Page 6

 There is plenty of ac-
tivity surrounding the 
quarter-mile oval at the 
Dobie main campus 
these days as the Long-
horns’ track and field 
programs are preparing 
for the start of the 2025 
season, which will come 
Feb. 7 in Deer Park at the 
Jim Kethan Relays and 
continue Feb. 14 as the 
five Pasadena ISD high 
school programs host the 
Brown Relays at Auxil-
iary Stadium in Pasade-
na.
 Looking ahead to the 
start of the 2025 season, 
the Longhorn girls will 
be led by senior stand-
out Stacie Harris, who 
reached the regional 
level in the long jump in 
both 2023 and 2024 and 
was also the 400 champi-
on at the 22-6A champi-
onships a season ago.
 Senior Lauren Garza 

is one of the region’s top 
distance runners and is 
coming off a gold med-
al win at district in the 
3,200 in 2024 and also 
figures to be a factor at 
the 800 and 1,600 dis-
tances.
 Tariq Riley set a new 
program record in the 
400 at 49.68  as a junior 
and went on to eventu-
ally win a gold medal in 
the event at the district 
championships as he 
looks to have another big 
season in 2025. 
 The Longhorns also 
feature a lengthy list of 
sprinters who should be 
able to contribute in the 
three relay events.
 Charles Washington 
returns as head coach of 
the Dobie girls’ program, 
while Jacob Watson will 
make his debut as head 
coach of the Dobie boys’ 
program.

JFD track programs
will open at Kethans

Leader continues 2024 year in sports review

JFD softball leans on experience
as 2025 season opener is Feb. 10
 With at least 10 play-
ers who appeared in the 
team’s bidistrict playoff 
finale against Atascocita 
last May back on the field 
and participating in pre-
season workouts, the Do-
bie varsity softball pro-
gram knows it has plenty 
of experience to rely on as 
the 2025 regular season 
opener Feb. 10 against 
Clear Brook nears. 
 Amaya Corona, Vanes-
sa De La Fuente, Perse-
phone Soria, Viviana 
Fernandez, Natalie De 
Hoyos, Lili Sepulveda, 
Chloe Nunez and Jack-
ie Peralta all had at least 
one at bat in the bidis-
trict playoff finale against 
Atascocita last May for 
Dobie. De La Fuente, 
Nunez, Eniko Sanchez 
and Peralta pitched in the 
game, while Leslie Sar-
duy started in the infield. 
 The youth movement 
within the Longhorns’ pro-
gram actually began prior 
to the start of last season, 
yet the team still managed 
to put together 19 over-
all victories, including a 
10-2 run which was good 
for second place with-
in District 22-6A. While 
the locals were swept in 
the opening round of the 
postseason against those 
Atascocita Eagles, it’s easy 
to see why there are, again, 
high hopes for 2025.
 Soria made a big dif-
ference during her varsity 
softball debut, earning the 
District 22-6A Rookie of 
the Year nod after hitting 
.393 with team highs of 
33 hits, 30 runs scored, 23 
runs batted in and 10 total 
extra-base hits.
 Nunez earned Utility 
Player of the Year in the 
22-6A varsity softball 
ranks as she scored 17 
runs and knocked in nine 
runs during her sopho-
more season while playing 
in 32 total games.
 De Hoyos had a mem-
orable sophomore softball 

season on her way to first 
team All-District honors in 
the 22-6A ranks as she hit 
.337 with 21 runs scored, 
14 runs batted in and five 
extra-base hits.
 Fernandez earned 22-
6A All-District first team 
accolades as her standout 
softball season included a 
.320 batting average with 
26 runs batted in, 17 runs 
scored and seven doubles 
over 33 total games played.
 In the circle, De La 
Fuente earned District 22-
6A first team All-District 
honors as she was 7-6 with 
three saves and had a 3.37 

earned run average over 
24 total appearances.
 Corona, Peralta and 
Sarduy were All-District 
second team honorees, 
and three other returnees 
garnered honorable men-
tion status.
 There will be talent all 
over the field as Dobie 
opens the regular season 
Feb. 10 at Clear Brook, 
and while the 22-6A align-
ment figures to be as com-
petitive as ever, the Long-
horns are certainly well 
prepared for the challenge 
as preseason scrimmages 
begin.

 The South Belt Youth 
Soccer Club is holding 
registration for the spring 
season with U4 through 
U20 age divisions avail-
able to players at south
beltsoccer.org. Late regis-
tration fees currently ap-
ply. 
 Players in the U4 
through U8 divisions will 
pay $95, while the fee is 
$105 for the U9 through 
U12 divisions. The fee is 
$115 for the U13 through 

U20 divisions. The fee 
includes a uniform shirt, 
socks and shorts while 
families must provide 
cleats, shin guards and a 
soccer ball. Visit www.
southbeltsoccer.org for 
additional details. Practic-
es will start in the second 
half of January. Games for 
the older age groups will 
start in late February and 
in March for the younger 
age groups. Games will be 
played through mid-May.

SBYSC has late 
registration

Brook basketball programs hold steady;
Dobie boys, girls shoot for winning finish 
 The state’s race to the 
postseason Division I and 
Division 2 varsity basket-
ball tournaments has hit 
the stretch run, with both 
the Clear Brook boys’ and 
girls’ teams in solid shape. 
While the respective var-
sity boys’ and girls’ pro-
grams are all but out of the 
race for the playoffs, there 
is plenty of momentum to 
play for in the final hand-
ful of games.

CB boys slip
 Just like that, the Clear 
Brook varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team found itself 
on the outside looking in 

at 4-1 in 24-6A play, but 
then came a 50-45 home 
loss to Clear Springs Jan. 
14. 
 The Chargers trailed 
Clear Brook by 11 points 
late in the third quarter 
but then used a 15-0 run 
to start the final quarter 
en route to the five-point 
win. The Wolverines went 
nearly seven full minutes 
in the fourth quarter with-
out a field goal, leading 
to the eventual loss to the 
league leaders.
 Another low scoring 
game ensued as the Wol-
 Continued on Page 6

League action at 4-3. 
 At this point, there are 
five teams battling for the 
four postseason berths as 
sixth-place Clear Creek 
won just twice through the 
opening round. 
 If the playoffs started 
now, Dickinson and Clear 
Springs would advance 
to the Division 1 playoff 
bracket, should they ad-
vance, with programs such 
as Clear Falls, Clear Lake 
and the Wolverines ticket-
ed for Division 2.
 It wasn’t that long ago 
that Clear Brook owned 17 
overall victories and stood 

after the completion of 
round one in District 24-
6A action following con-
secutive losses to league 
leader Clear Springs and 
Dickinson over the span of 
four days.
 A look at the 24-6A 
standings showed that 
Clear Springs took con-
trol of the top spot at 7-0 
through the first half, 
with both Clear Falls and 
Dickinson at 5-2. Clear 
Lake, at 4-3, found itself 
in fourth place by virtue of 
a first-round victory over 
the Wolverines, who also 
finished the first half of 

 While the wintry 
weather certainly threat-
ened to postpone the start 
of Dobie’s spring tennis 
season, the Longhorns are 
nonetheless excited to get 
started as players will have 
the opportunity to focus 
on individual play in boys’ 
and girls’ singles, boys’ 
and girls’ doubles and 
mixed doubles as part of 
a busy four-month run to 
the 22-6A tournament in 
late April and perhaps the 
Region III event in May. 
 Head coach Manuel 
Moreno’s team was sched-
uled to get started at the 

taking part in the Pearland 
ISD Invitational Feb. 28.
 Following a successful 
fall team tennis season 
in which the Longhorns 
again qualified for the 
postseason, the spring 
schedule offers an op-
portunity for individual 
players to showcase their 
talents in either singles 
or doubles play, and even 
mixed doubles. 
 Largely based on their 
performance during the 
spring, players will have 
a chance to qualify for the 
postseason coming in late 
April.

Pearland Invitational Jan. 
23, then play at Houston 
Memorial Jan. 28. 
 The Longhorns will 
have a busy month of Feb-
ruary, with the Pasadena 
ISD Franklin - Kramer 
Invitational coming Feb-
ruary 7-8, followed by 
the program’s annual ap-
pearance Feb. 14 at the 
Lamar University Ron 
Wesbrooks Invitational in 
Beaumont. 
 The Longhorns will 
also compete at the Cor-
pus Christi ISD Spring 
Fling Feb. 21-22, then 
close out the month by 

Dobie netters serve up spring play

Dobie varsity boys’ players Ryan White (11), E.J. 
Carter (2) and Damon Miles (12) went into action 
Jan. 22 after press time against Pasadena Memorial 

looking to deal the Mavs a loss in league play. Me-
morial defeated the Longhorns by a 67-58 count in 
the first round of action. Photo by Donna Alsdorf

 Expectations will again 
be high as the San Jacinto 
College softball program 
opens the 2025 season 
with its customary appear-
ance at the Battle on the 
Bosque invitational, host-
ed by McLennan Commu-
nity College Jan. 24-25. 
 The Ravens, who made 
a third appearance in the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association Di-
vision 1 World Series a 
season ago, have rebuilt 
the lineup both offensively 
and in the circle in antici-
pation of another big sea-
son. 
 To open the 2025 cam-
paign, veteran San Jacinto 
College head coach Kelly 
Saenz will lead her pro-

gram into action against 
Odessa and then McLen-
nan on Jan. 24, with games 
against Odessa and then 
Chipola to follow Jan. 25. 
 Offensively, four play-
ers who were in the lineup 
during San Jacinto Col-
lege’s final game of the 
2024 season, a 3-2 loss 
to Galveston College at 
the World Series, return. 
Sophomores Madison 
Carr, Angelina Morales, 
Peyton Watson and Illiana 
Melendez played in that 
final game last May and 
will return to the field for 
the Ravens in 2025. Ash-
ley Heiderscheit is back 
as the team’s most veteran 
picture on the roster.
 Elsewhere, Saenz and 

assistant coach Kelsey 
Walters have reloaded the 
roster and developed a 
good look during the fall 
at what the team will look 
like now in Waco and be-
yond.
 The leader of a two-
year college program, 
Saenz has consistently 
built rosters season after 
season while recruiting 
top talent from the Hous-
ton and surrounding areas. 
As for 2025, it could take 
some time for the lineup 
and pitching staff to come 
together.  still, the expecta-
tions will remain the same. 
 San Jacinto tied for the 
conference title in 2024 
and will settle for nothing 
less this time around.

SJC opens 2025 at McLennan 

Dobie 2025 Track and Field Schedule

Feb. 7 Kethan Relays (Deer Park)

Feb. 14 Brown Relays 
(Auxiliary Stadium)

Feb. 21 Fort Bend ISD Invitational 
(Hightower)

Feb. 27  Longhorn Relays (Dobie main)

March 6 Texas City Relays

March 13 C.E. King Relays

March 21 Rockhold Relays 
(Baytown Lee)

April 1-3 District 22-6A Finals  (Pearland)

Note: JFD boys’ and girls’ varsity teams 
will maintain same schedule.
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ultimately going head-to-
head with an undefeated 
Clements before losing in 
three sets. 
 With wins in six of sev-
en overall matches to start 
the season and with fresh-
man Addison Musgrove 
very much looking like 
an instant contributor up 
front, Lutheran South had 
to be pleased with its start 
to the season. Addison 
Musgrove led the Pioneers 
through the first week with 
45 overall kills, with her 
sister, senior Kirra Mus-
grove, delivering 36 more 
kills. Senior Kenna Sam-
brano had 30 kills as she 
got her final season off to 
a strong start as well. Se-
nior Hailey Pham had 27 
kills, with Sutter Addison 
Collins producing 26 kills 
of her own. 
 Collins had 99 assists 
through the team’s first 
15 sets, while Kirra Mus-
grove added 65 assists. 
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
cross-country team is feel-
ing good about itself af-
ter completing its first 5k 
event of the season Aug. 
23 at the Hometown He-
roes meet in League City, 
hosted by the Clear Creek 
Wildcats. The Longhorns 
finished third overall, with 
Clear Lake winning and 
Deer Park finishing sec-
ond by a mere two points 
over the locals. 
 Led by several key vet-
erans as well as a couple 
of terrific newcomers, the 
Longhorns certainly ap-
peared to have both the 
talent and the depth to put 
together a great season. 
At the Hometown Heroes 
event, 2023 state qualifier 
Chris Creedon of Clear 
Creek was the overall win-
ner at 15 minutes, 25.9 
seconds. The Dobie group 
was led by Chris Lopez, a 
senior who finished sev-
enth overall at 16:49.1. 
Freshman Cruz Jasso was 
11th overall at 17:00.5. 
Also for the Longhorns, 
freshman Jordan Roman 
took 20th overall in a time 
of 17: 25.4. 
 Junior Johan Villavi-
cencio was 34th best, as 
he completed the event at 
17:55.3. Dobie’s fifth of-
ficial qualifier was senior 
Carlos Salazar, who was 
58th at 18:35.0. In the var-
sity girls’ division, Dobie 
senior Lauren Garza, a 
state qualifier from a sea-
son ago, led her team and 
she was 14th best in a time 
of 21:08.7.

September 5
 Getting a pair of explo-
sive plays for touchdowns 
barely a half minute into 
the game, Team 56, oth-
erwise known as the Do-
bie varsity football squad, 
went on to defeat the Clear 
Brook Wolverines 53-28 
in the 2024 regular season 
opener for both programs 
Aug. 29 at Veterans Stadi-
um in Pasadena. 
 Dobie junior Marcus 
Jones returned the opening 
kickoff 93 yards down the 
right sideline for a quick 
6-0 lead for the Long-

horns. Following the ensu-
ing kickoff to the Wolver-
ines, linebacker Michael 
Williams returned a fum-
ble 15 yards for a touch-
down on Clear Brook’s 
first offensive snap of the 
season for a 12-0 lead just 
32 seconds into the game. 
 It was a memorable 
start for Danny Fitzmorris 
in his head coaching de-
but with Dobie, and also 
quickly showed just how 
quickly these Longhorns 
can change the scoreboard. 
“There is no doubt that af-
ter the first 32 seconds, I 
thought this stuff (being 
a head coach) was pretty 
easy,” Fitzmorris joked. 
“The guys made some big 
plays early on to get us out 
of the gate quickly. It’s al-
ways great to make some 
big plays early to get some 
momentum going.” 
 Junior Reid Toner led 
the way for the Lutheran 
South Academy varsity 
boys’ cross-country pro-
gram at the Cooper Drag-
on Invitational at Bur-
roughs Park in Tomball, 
capturing seventh place 
overall in the Division I 
Elite two-mile race, post-
ing a time of 9 minutes, 
54.68 seconds. 
 Andrew Wasserman, 
a junior at St. John’s, 
was the gold medalist at 
9:41.25, and several oth-
ers, including Toner, fol-
lowed closely. A time of 
10:11.69 placed Pioneer 
sophomore Jeremy Gaitan 
12th, and Josh Gaitan was 
in at 10:24.97 for the 19th-
best finish. 
 Theron Ayala earned 
a time of 11:19.20 as 
the sophomore was 37th 
overall, and a clocking 

of 11:43.86 placed LSA 
sophomore Nicholas Pena 
47th as the Pioneers were 
fourth as a team. In the 
varsity girls’ Division II 
two-miler, the Pioneers’ 
Jayde Barefield paced her 
team as the freshman was 
12th in a time of 13:36.31. 
Juniors Carys Rodriguez 
and Elisabeth Hergenrad-
er were 23rd and 24th, 
respectively, with Rodri-
guez in at 14:35.17 and 
Hergenrader a stride back 
at 14:35.56.
 Dobie freshman Cruz 
Jasso emphatically an-
nounced his arrival on 
the varsity division 
cross-country scene Aug. 
30, finishing second 
overall while leading the 
Longhorns to the team 
championship at South 
Houston High School’s 
annual Charlie Goehring 
Invitational. 
 Racing at the familiar 
Crenshaw Park in Pasade-
na, very often the home of 
Pasadena ISD intermedi-
ate division cross-country 
races, Jasso completed 
the Goehring 5,000-me-
ter course at 16 minutes, 
25.40 seconds for the in-
dividual silver medal. Tex-
as City’s Amisadai Yanez 
was the gold medalist at 
16:04.42. 
 Placing three of its 
qualifying finishers with-
in the top eight places and 
the other two in the top 18, 
Dobie walked away with 
its first team champion-
ship in several years. In the 
varsity girls’ 5,000-meter 
event, Dobie star Lauren 
Garza was second overall 
in a time of 19:26.83 as 
she paced the Longhorns 
to a fourth-place team fin-

ish. Shadow Creek fresh-
man Anisa Mercado was 
in at 19:18.33 for the indi-
vidual gold medal. 
 After his team finished 
third overall behind a pair 
of 2023 regional quali-
fiers the previous week, 
Dobie boys’ head coach 
Stephen Cross hinted that 
the Longhorns could very 
well be in line for a spe-
cial season. Given Dobie’s 
performance at Crenshaw 
Park the secret just very 
well might be out. The 
team was simply off to an 
eye-opening start to the 
2024 season. 
 Dobie topped 16 other 
programs at the Goehring 
Invitational for the cham-
pions’ hardware, posting 
a low of 44 based on the 
finishes of its top five 
qualifiers. Goose Creek 
Memorial’s tally of 66 was 
second-best.
 Jasso, who set Pasade-
na ISD records at both the 
seventh and eighth grade 
levels while a student at 
Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate, has already shown 
that he has what it takes to 
do great things at the high 
school level. Chris Lopez, 
the veteran of the Dobie 
crew and a standout in his 
own right, was seventh 
overall at 16:49.72. Fresh-
man Jordan Roman was 
impressive to begin his 
high school career, placing 
ninth overall at the Goeh-
ring event in a time of 
16:58.92. The Longhorns’ 
other qualifiers included 
junior Johan Villavicen-
cio, 14th at 17:41.07, and 
senior Carlos Salazar, 
who was 20th overall at 
17:53.65.

September 12
 Lutheran South Acade-
my was off to a 2-0 start 
on the varsity football field 
following a 41-22 win 
over Hyde Park. Junior 
Braeden Robinson had 
seven grabs for 128 yards 
and two touchdowns, and 
also had an interception 
on defense as the Pioneers 
picked up the win on the 
road. 
 Lutheran South built 
a big 21-0 lead after one 
quarter and it extended its 
edge to 35-7 at halftime in 
route to the easy victory. 
Pioneer senior quarter-
back John LeBlanc was 14 
of 20 through the air for 
232 yards and four touch-
downs. Lutheran South 
also produced 179 yards 
on the ground, led by Scott 
Farine, who had 74 yards 
on 14 totes. Robinson was 
the true difference maker 
through the air with his 
128 yards receiving and 
the two touchdowns. 
 Senior Chris Lopez 
guided his team to the 
finish line at the La Porte 
Dog Pound Invitation-
al cross-country meet at 
Northwest Park as the 
Longhorns continued 
what had been an out-
standing start to the season 
with a fourth-place finish 
as a group. Lopez, the 
Longhorns’ top returning 
performer from a season 

ago, was 10th overall at La 
Porte with a time of 16:26. 
 Dobie freshman Cruz 
Jasso came up with a time 
of 16:39 for 16th place 
overall in the individual 
standings. Another stand-
out freshman, Jordan 
Roman, was 30th overall 
with his time of 17:09, 
while junior Johan Villavi-
cencio came up with an 
early-season personal best 
of 17:32 for 44th place. 
 Dobie’s fifth official 
qualifier was Carlos Sala-
zar, whose clocking of 
17:52 was good for 58th 
place. Both Diego Paz and 
Conner Torres have also 
run well for the Long-
horns this season. At La 
Porte, Paz was in at 18:58 
for 85th place, while Tor-
res’ time of 19:00 had him 
86th overall.
 The Sagemont Cow-
boys celebrated their an-
nual homecoming Sept. 
7 at Denny Wranich Sr. 
Field at El Franco Lee 
Park against the East End 
Eagles. The Cowboys’ 
homecoming court includ-
ed Princess Lexi Tovias, 
co-Queen Durriyah Hill, 
King Chance Slaughter, 
co-Queen Alanah Felton 
and Prince Erick Montes.
 Kailin Newsome led 
Mississippi State with 59 
kills through the team’s 
first four matches on 
opening weekend of the 
NCAA women’s volley-
ball season as she got off 
to a solid start during her 
graduate senior season 
with the Bulldogs. 
 Although Mississippi 
State dropped three of four 
matches overall, Newsome 
recorded double-doubles 
of kills and digs in each 
match. Newsome, a Clear 
Brook High School gradu-
ate, Clear Brook’s all-time 
kills leader, previously 
enjoyed an award-collect-
ing career at Southeastern 
Louisiana University.
 Natalie Onozie, a 2022 
Dobie graduate and former 
District 22-6A Most Valu-
able Player, was named a 
Preseason Southern Inter-
collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence first-team selection 
ahead of the start of the 
2024 women’s volleyball 
season with Albany State 
University. 
 Onozie finished her 
four-year Dobie career 
with 1,297 assists, 852 
digs, 463 kills and nearly 
200 service aces in addi-
tion to being honored as an 
All-State Academic Team 
member. She was a sec-
ond-team All Conference 
choice in 2023 with the 
Golden Rams while reg-
istering nearly 300 assists. 
During opening-weekend 
action, Onozie had 70 as-
sists and 28 digs over four 
total matches as Albany 
State went 2-2. 
 Wayne Graham, a true 
legend among all-time 
great collegiate baseball 
head coaches who guided 
the San Jacinto College 
and Rice University pro-
grams to national promi-
nence, died Sept. 4 at the 

New school year highlights 2024 year in review segment

Kyle Jurek took charge of the Dobie girls’ soccer program after spending the 
previous two seasons in the same role at Alvin High School. Jurek is Dobie’s 
fourth head coach in as many seasons and said he aims to provide stability for 
the Longhorns.

Dobie senior Leslie Sarduy led the Longhorns’ varsity volleyball team into its 
home opener Aug. 16 against Goose Creek Memorial at Dobie main. She is set 
to begin her fourth varsity softball season Feb. 10. Photo by Gloria Wallace

Previously a Pasadena ISD record holder at both 
the seventh- and eighth-grade levels while at Beverly 
Hills Intermediate, Dobie freshman Cruz Jasso has 
already shown that he can compete very well at the 
varsity level. His second-place finish at the Goehring 
Invitational Aug. 30 helped lead the Longhorns to 
the team championship.

Lauren Garza collected plenty of medals during 
a 2023 season in which she became the first Dobie 
girls’ runner in many years to qualify for the state 
cross-country meet, and she was impressive at the 
Goehring Invitational Aug. 30, finishing second 
overall.

Pamela Crawford, the former longtime varsity girls’ basketball head coach at 
both Clear Brook and Clear Springs high schools, was inducted into the Texas 
High School Basketball Hall of Fame as part of its Class of 2025.

Photo by Andy Tolbert

Continued from Page 5
verines played at Dickin-
son Jan. 17. In that one, 
the Wolverines were just 
16 for 46 from the field in 
the game, including three 
of 20 from three-point 
land. 
 In the end, the Gators 
improved to 5-2 in league 
play with a 42-38 victory. 
Logan Sariga led the Wol-
verines with 10 points. 
 Clear Brook (17-11, 
4-3), which opened the 
second half of 24-6A 
action Jan. 22 at home 
against Deer Park, will 
face Clear Falls Jan. 29 at 
home and then visit Clear 
Lake Feb. 1 in a pair of 
games with huge playoff 
implications. 
 Dickinson visited Clear 
Lake Jan. 22 after press 
time in another key match-
up. The Gators defeated 
Clear Lake in the first 
round, 69-63 at home

Brook girls now third
 What was once a three-
team race for the top spot 
in the 22-6A varsity girls’ 
basketball race is now 
firmly controlled by de-
fending champion Dickin-
son after the Gators came 
away with wins over Clear 
Creek and Clear Brook to 
move to 8-1 overall with 
five games to go in the race 
as of press time Jan. 21.
 Dickinson actually lost 
to the Wolverines early on 

in the first half of league 
play back on Dec. 13 but 
had reeled off seven con-
secutive victories as of 
press time, including a se-
ries sweep of Clear Creek. 
Courtesy of a first-round 
win over the Wolverines, 
Clear Creek, at 7-2 is in 
second place just ahead of 
the Wolverines, who are 
also 7-2.
 Each of the aforemen-
tioned trio of teams is all 
but assured of making the 
postseason, with Clear 
Brook now needing a win 
over Clear Creek Jan. 25 
to avoid slipping into the 
Division 2 second seed in 
the playoff bracket. Deer 
Park currently is holding 
off all other challengers 
for the fourth spot out of 
24-6A at 5-4.
 Taking on Dickinson 
at home Jan. 17 with a 
chance to take over sole 
possession of the league 
lead, Clear Brook instead 
fell 64-61 to the Gators 
despite 28 points from 
senior Kamryn McLau-
rin, including 18 from the 
standout two-way player 
in the third quarter. Re-
zia Castillo had 12 points 
against Dickinson to go 
with 10 from Morgan Wil-
liams.
 With 26 overall vic-
tories against just three 
losses all season, Clear 
Brook must now focus on 

finishing strong down the 
backstretch and prepare 
for what it hopes will be a 
deep postseason run. First 
comes the Clear Creek re-
match. 

JFD girls sixth
 Following a tough cou-
ple of games against first 
Manvel and then Dawson, 
the Dobie varsity girls’ 
basketball team was 4-7 
within District 22-6A ac-
tion heading into play 
against Pasadena Memori-
al Jan. 22 after press time.
Unbeaten Dawson is 11-0 
and holds a one-game lead 
over Pearland, which is 
second in the league. Man-
vel is in third place at 9-3, 
with Shadow Creek fourth 
at 8-4. South Houston 
has won five of 11 league 
games and holds fifth 
place just ahead of Dobie.
Dobie boys are seventh

 Shadow Creek has con-
trolled the action with an 
impressive 10-0 record 
to lead the way in the 22-
6A varsity boys’ division. 
Pearland is comfortable 
at 9-1 for second place, 
while Pasadena Memorial 
is third with seven wins in 
10 overall league games.
 South Houston is fourth 
at 5-5 but is working to 
hold off both Manvel and 
Dawson in the fight for 
what is likely a Division 2 
playoff seed. Dobie is sev-
enth at 2-7.

Basketball programs hold steady

age of 88. 
 The headlines about 
Graham’s success with the 
Owls along with plenty of 
photos of the legendary 
coach in a Rice Universi-
ty jersey rightfully poured 
out when word of his death 
hit the news feeds. Even 
the first line of Graham’s 
Wikipedia page states that 
Wayne Leon Graham was 
an American head coach 
of the Rice Owls’ baseball 
program in Houston.
 Graham no doubt over-
saw a golden era in Rice 
baseball history, winning 
a national championship 
with the Owls in 2003. 
The Owls also made sev-
en trips to Omaha during 
Graham’s stay as the head 
coach revitalized the pro-
gram that had previously 
experienced just seven 
winning seasons in 78 
years prior to his arrival. 
 But Graham’s history 
clearly points to the fact 
that he landed with the 
Owls prior to the 1992 
season based on having 
built what was then the 
country’s top junior col-
lege program at San Ja-
cinto College. It was at 
San Jacinto College that 
Graham won five nation-
al championships as the 
head coach, turning the 
then Gators into the most 
prominent program in the 
nation during his stay. 
 San Jacinto College 
won national champion-
ships within the national 
Junior College Athletic 
Association Division 1 
ranks in 1985, 1986, 1987 
and twice more in 1989 
and 1990. 

September 19
 Seven turnovers proved 
to be too much to over-
come for Dobie in the Dis-
trict 22-6A varsity football 
opener against Dawson 
Sept. 13 at The Nest in 
Pearland as the Eagles 
came away with a 51-36 
win over the Longhorns. 
 As it has done for much 
of the season early on, Do-
bie’s rush offense moved 
the football with relative 
ease. Yet the Eagles built 
a 27-7 lead in the game 
and seemingly came away 
with a big turnover when 
needed to keep the Long-
horns at bay. Dobie’s 
Cameron Mathews was 
again the most explosive 
performer on the field as 
he rushed for 243 yards 
and three touchdowns in 
the game. But after finding 
relative success through 
the air in a Week 2 loss to 
Klein, Dobie’s aerial at-
tack had its issues against 
the Eagles.
 Chris Lopez again led 
the way for the Dobie var-
sity boys’ cross-country 
program at the La Porte 
Bulldogs Invitational Sept. 
13 as he finished second 
overall at the 5,000-meter 
distance. Lopez, a senior. 
clocked in at 16 minutes, 
28.19 seconds to pace the 
locals. Teammate Jordan 
Roman, a freshman, was 
12th in a time of 16:58.36. 
Dobie’s Johan Villavicen-
cio was next for the Long-
horns as the junior took 
16th place with a time of 
17:06.03. 
 Next for the Longhorns 
was senior Carlos Salazar 
as his time of 18:17.55 
was good for 61st place. 
Junior Diego Paz was Do-
bie’s fifth qualifying scor-
er as his time of 18:37.68 
placed him 81st. Clear 
Falls was the team cham-
pion at the event, followed 
by Goose Creek Memo-
rial, Ridge Point, Manvel 
and then Dobie. In the 
5,000-meter varsity girls’ 
race, Dobie senior Lauren 
Garza was fifth overall in 
a time of 19:36.49 to lead 
the way for her team. 
 Aracely Alvarado, a 
sophomore, was 26th and 
she ran a solid time of 
21:29.68. Junior Isaura 
Correa came up with a 
time of 22:10.11 for 37th 
place, and Mariah Medi-
na’s time of 23:32.32 was 
65th best in the event. Se-
nior Layla Martinez was 
the team’s fifth and final 
official qualifier as she 
was 77th. 
 Perhaps not surprising-
ly, Dobie class of 2024 
graduate Lexie Gonzalez 
(3) was a Day 1 starter as 
a freshman with the La-
mar University women’s 
volleyball program and 
excelled early on with 
the Cardinals. Lamar had 

won five of nine overall 
matches through Sept. 16, 
with Gonzalez delivering 
a team-high 276 assists 
in 27 sets played for her 
team. 
 Gonzalez was named 
the Setter of the Year af-
ter she helped guide Do-
bie to a program all-time 
best 32 wins and a spot in 
the area Playoff round. A 
four-year varsity perform-
er at Dobie, Gonzalez had 
more than 1,600 assists 
and more than 1,000 digs 

and kills as part of a bril-
liant career with the Long-
horns.
 Famed former Major 
League Baseball and San 
Jacinto College pitcher 
Roger “Rocket” Clemens 
joined 11 other standouts 
who were to be inducted 
as part of the 2024 class of 
the College Baseball Hall 
of Fame as announced 
by the College Baseball 
Foundation Sept. 6. 
 The class of inductees 
comprised seven players, 

three coaches and an um-
pire who have contributed 
to college baseball history 
at the NCAA, NAIA and 
NJCAA levels. “From 
MLB All-Stars to College 
World Series legends, the 
2024 College Baseball 
Hall of Fame class in-
cludes some of the most 
decorated players and 
coaches in the history of 
college baseball,” said 
Craig Ramsey, chair of the 
College Baseball Founda-
tion board of trustees. 



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656

       SERVICE
Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.
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✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯ South Belt 
Graphics 

& Printing
One stop for all your 

printing needs
11555 Beamer     281-484-4337

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Turn those unwanted items 
in your garage and closets 
into cash. Bring ads into the 
Leader office by Tuesday or 
use the mail slot by the front 
door.
11555 Beamer   281-481-565611555 Beamer   281-481-5656

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP
WANTED

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Trimming, Shaping, 
Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United Methodist 
Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) 
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832-293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-of-the-cen-
tury doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. 
Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 204 S. 
Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-
0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vig-
ilance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presby-
terian Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or 
https://nastuff.com/. Meets Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Thursday’s notice.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 – 9 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family members 
and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not 
alone, and discover choices available. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meets at 
CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– All services are live and Zoom online. For 
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 
a.m. Saturday service, Judaism classes, fi lm 
series, and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://

www.shaarhashalom.org.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-479-
7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 a.m., 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, Book of 
Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m. 
and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. (in 
back of a medical/retail community). For de-
tails, call 281-479-7285 and leave a message, 
or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, at the Life Recovery 
Church,  5215 Preston Ave., Pasadena TX, 
77505. Call 713-419-2635 for details.

MONDAY, JANUARY 27
5 p.m. New Directions – Age 55 and older 
meets the first and third Mondays for a potluck 
dinner with activities and/or guest speakers at 
600 Hobbs Road, League City, TX 77573, 
(community room). For further information, 
call Jill at 646-489-4367.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join in the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Email huff_reunion@juno.com 
for details.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – St. 
Luke’s Group, 12-Step Recovery, open meet-
ing Mondays, 7 p.m. in the Education Bldg. in 
room 6, at 11011 Hall Road. For details, call 
Rita at 281-309-2801.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – Chapter 
#0683 Friendswood meets at the Friendswood 
Methodist Church, 110 N. Friendswood Dr. in 
the educational  bldg., room 201. For informa-
tion, call Lynette Ringrose 832-858-4617 or 
Dorothy Pourteau  at 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See 
Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28
Join Wise Owls on every second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month. For companionship 
and games at, United Methodist Church, 
12501 Palmsprings Dr. in Houston. Call 
Shirley at 713-449-9959 for information.
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 

Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m.  – Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
6:30 p.m. Southeast Houston Toastmasters 
– Club #05324194 meets in-person at 10500 
Scarsdale Blvd. (SB Chamber of Commerce). 
Visit sehouston.toastmastersclub.org or call 
281-467-1880.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hasco
na.com or https://nastuff.com/.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – at Hometown 
Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway, 
League City, 77573, is open. Neva and Bill 
Schroder coordinate Wednesday sessions for 
casual ballroom dancing (not dance lessons). 
Park activity cardholders attend free. Call 281-
554-1180 for details.  
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. FM 518, Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For de-
tails, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com or https://nastuff.com/.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United 
Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832- 293-
9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-of-the-cen-
tury doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. 
Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 204 S. 
Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-
0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

LOPEZ
OVERHEAD 

DOORS
Residential & Commercial

New Garage Door Installation & Repair
24 Hour 

Emergency Service 713-953-1697

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 
required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

Big Edd’s
“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB26543E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at 

9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 
Bidding will open (1/28/25 8 a.m.) and

Conclude (2/4/25 10 a.m.) 
Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale. 
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenants: 
Gary E. Pruett: metal, wood, lights, bowling ball 

and misc.
James L. Duderstadt: scrap metal, appliances, 

furniture and misc.
Genaro S. Rincon: tools, bike, big box TV and 

outdoor heater
Edward Foster: 1973 Buick 2D 

(VIN#4B17H3L109888).
Rhonda Williams: tires, shelves, refrigerator 

and misc.
Isaiah Hunt: trunk, toys, engine, furniture and 

misc.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Handyman Can.
Fences (Wood or Chain link), 

Decks, Painting, Siding, Flooring, 
Shower Conversions, Granite & 

Laminate countertops
Work done right at the right price

Serving South Belt and surrounding areas.

713.701.7400

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

HIRE A HUSBAND
install doorbells, change light bulbs, hang curtains, 
assemble furniture, toilets, small jobs and odd jobs, 

any personal services.
The working ladies friend.

Call 409-245-1512

Adrian’s Junk Removal & Demolition
•Interior/exterior demolition 

• Trash removal • Fill dirt 
• Bobcat work • Pressure 

washing • Affordable pricing.
Lic. & Ins. 713-501-0184

FURNITURE
HILTON FURNITURE. 
Serving over 27 yrs. 
12100 Gulf Frwy., Hou., 
77034. Mattress clear-
ance - $99 twin mattress 
or $149 full mattress. 
Offering free delivery to 
the South Belt area. Call 
Today - 832-857-4881. 
 1-30

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 3-27

PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. We also clean 
solar panels. Time for 
cleaning. Free Estimates!
 1-30
V.L. LAWN CARE & Tree 
Service. Lawn mowing, 
mulch, tree trimming & 
removal. Wood fences 
and pressure washing. 
Free estimatimes. 346-
577-3347. 1-30

HELP WANTED
SWIMMING POOL 

TECHNICIAN TRAINEE.- 
Need to speak English, be 
honest, punctual, good 
driving record, ability to 
swim and work in heat or 
cold.  Work well w/others. 
Prior swimming pool ser-
vice experience helpful. 
Email: office@integrity
poolrepair.com.  2-6

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at 

9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 
Bidding will open (2/4/25 8 a.m.) and

Conclude (2/11/25 10 a.m.) 
Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale. 
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenants: 

Shannon D. Thompson: 1983 Robalo 18’1” 
(Serial#CROAF313M83D), Evinrude outboard 

motor 175HP (parts only), double axle boat trail-
er (106694K), Generac generator, fishing gear, 

couch and misc.
Krenisha G. Cowart: 1969 Buick Electra 225 

(VIN#484679H305252).
Richard Craig: Restaurant Equip and misc.
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The fi rst-ever Marie Flickinger Community Service award winner was Dobie 
senior defensive lineman Hunter Stacey (right), who was joined by Longhorns’ 
varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmorris.

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Julian Thomas (center) was the JFD Defensive Hustle Award honoree after his 
terrifi c 2024 season. At left is Dobie varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmor-
ris, with assistant coach Zacorian Blueford at right.

The 2024 All-Academic award went to Dobie tight end Adam Perez (right), who 
was joined by Longhorns’ assistant coach Will Joiner Jr.

Dobie junior Marcus Jones (center) was named the Longhorns Special Teams 
Most Valuable Player for the 2024 season. Jones had seven punt returns for 
157 yards and a touchdown to go with 15 kickoff returns for 306 yards and a 
touchdown. At left is Dobie varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmorris, with 
assistant coach Patrick Nava at right.

Longhorn sophomore defensive lineman Achilles Rostro (center) was honored 
as the 2024 varsity football Newcomer of the Year, joined by varsity football 
head coach Danny Fitzmorris (left) and assistant coach Kameron Eloph (right).

Dobie’s 2024 Offensive Most Valuable Player award went to senior Bryce Evans 
(center), who was joined by varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmorris (left) 
and offensive coordinator Charles Washington (right).

Dobie offensive tackle Markel Terry (right) is the two-time winner of the Long-
horns’ annual Leadership award after earning the honor Jan. 11 at the 2024 
season-capping football banquet. At left is Longhorns’ varsity football head 
coach Danny Fitzmorris.

Nathan Zavala (center) was honored as the Longhorns’ Most Improved Defen-
sive Player of the Year for the 2024 season. At left is Dobie varsity football head 
coach Danny Fitzmorris, with assistant coach Jacob Watson at right.

Standout defensive end Aiden Sanchez (center) was recognized as the Long-
horns’ Defensive Most Valuable Player after registering league highs of 12 
quarterback sacks and fi ve forced fumbles in 2024. At left is varsity football 
head coach Danny Fitzmorris, with defensive coordinator Cohen Landry at 
right.

Cameron Mathews (center), who as a senior became Dobie’s all-time leading 
rusher with more than 5,000 yards for his career, was recognized at the sea-
son-ending banquet as the 22-6A two-time Most Valuable Player. With Mathews 
is varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmorris (left) and offensive coordinator 
Charles Washington (right).

The Dobie varsity football program’s co-Offensive Hustle award recipients 
were James Spivey (second from left) and Tariq Riley (second from right). At 
left is JFD varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmorris, with receivers coach 
Jermaine Gasaway at right.

Above, senior quar-
terback Will Joiner 
III (center) was recog-
nized as the 2024 Most 
Improved Offensive 
Player award hon-
oree. At left is Dobie 
varsity football head 
coach Danny Fitzmor-
ris (left), with team 
offensive coordinator 
Charles Washington at 
right.

Dobie football program celebrates successful 2024 season; players awarded



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /All
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 120
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 120
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [80 80]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


