
Leader seeks submissions
 The Leader encourages local schools, 
groups and individuals to continue sending sto-
ry ideas and photos they’d like to see included 
in the newspaper. Submissions have declined 
following the death of Leader publisher Marie 
Flickinger in November. Contributions may be 
submitted to mynews@southbeltleader.com.

HPD’s PIP set for Jan. 21 
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive 
Interaction Program will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, at the Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria in the CES 
Classroom on the first floor of the main build-
ing. Guest speaker to be announced. 
 Begun in 1983, HPD’s PIP involves police 
and community members working together 
for safer neighborhoods. PIP meetings typical-
ly take place the third Tuesday of each month. 
For additional information, contact HPD Offi-
cer Richard Buitron at 832-395-1776 or Rich-
ard.Buitron@HoustonPolice.org.

Sageglen to meet Jan. 20 
 Sageglen Community Association will hold 
a homeowner meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 
20, at the Sageglen Community Building, 
11610 Sageyork. All Sageglen residents are 
encouraged to attend. Refreshments will be 
served. For information, call 281-481-2160.

Knights hold blood drive
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will host 
a blood drive Sunday, Jan. 19, at St. Luke the 
Evangelist, located at 11011 Hall Road, from 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Appointments are preferred 
but not necessary. Donors must bring identifi -
cation. For additional information or to sched-
ule an appointment, visit www.commitforlife.
org/donor/schedules/geo.

Kirkwood to meet Jan. 27 
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place 6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 27, 
at the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Road near Beltway 8. Meetings are 
typically held for the last Monday of the month. 
For additional information, call Kirkwood Civ-
ic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-
989-9990.

Freeway Manor to meet 
 Freeway Manor Civic Club will hold its fi rst 
meeting of the year at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 23, 
at Bible Way Church, 10120 Hartsook. Resi-
dents of Freeway Manor, Sun Valley and Gulf-
way Terrace are encouraged to attend.

New Covenant feeds needy
 Each month, New Covenant Christian 
Church, 10603 Blackhawk at Kirkfair, will 
have food distribution events the fi rst and third 
Wednesday from 1 to 2 p.m. and the second 
and fourth Saturday of the month from noon 
to 1 p.m. or until supplies last. The purpose of 
the events is to provide food to people in need. 
For additional information, contact the church 
at 281-484-4230.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes, 
from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each Thursday as part 
of the weekly Coffee with the Constable se-
ries. The next event will be Thursday, Jan. 16, 
with another event happening the following 
Thursday, Jan. 23. For more information, call 
Sagemont Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 
713-419-3545.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway will be closed from SH 96/Calder/
Brittany Bay in League City to FM 519/Main 
Street in La Marque daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.  
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
frontage road lane on the Gulf Freeway will be 
closed from Deats Road in Dickinson to FM 
2004/Camp Wallace Access in Texas City from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further notice.
  At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 519/
Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive in 
Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until further 
notice.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Beltway closures planned
 Two northbound and two southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lanes will be closed at 
Fairmont Parkway daily from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
until further notice. Signifi cant delays are ex-
pected. 
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

Telephone closure planned
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
lane on SH 35/Telephone Road will be closed 
from Airport Boulevard to Bellfort Avenue daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (excluding Sundays) until 
further notice.

Local deputies make large-scale drug busts
Pct. 2, Pct. 8 deputies independently make large drug busts on same day

 Local deputies have made at least two large 
drug busts in recent weeks, taking thousands of 
dollars worth of contraband off area streets.
 On Thursday, Dec. 19, deputies with Harris 
County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s Spe-
cial Operations Unit, with assistance from Pre-
cinct 2 patrol deputies and agents from the U.S. 
Marshals (Gulf Coast Violent Offenders Task 
Force) executed a successful arrest warrant on a 
known male located in the 10400 block of Sage-
trail near Kirkville.
 Upon executing the search warrant in the ear-
ly morning hours, deputies were able to success-
fully take 24-year-old Ivan Benjamin Rosales 
into custody without incident. 
 As deputies were inside the home, they ob-
served narcotics in plain view all throughout the 
home. Numerous amounts of narcotics, packag-
ing items, several fi rearms and other illegal items 
were recovered. 
 Narcotics recovered included 18 pounds of 

cessful arrest warrant and investigation, as well 
as all his deputies involved,” a post on the con-
stable’s Facebook page read. “Constable Garcia 
will continue to target this type of illegal activity 
in an effort to make a difference in his neighbor-
hoods within his precinct. Please stay safe and 
God bless.”
 Later that same day in a separate incident, 
deputies with Harris County Precinct 8 Consta-
ble Phile Sandlin’s offi ce made another large 
drug bust and cash seizure.
 According to Precinct 8 offi cials, the incident 
began when a patrol deputy initiated a traffi c stop 
on a driver for multiple infractions in the 11200 
block of the Gulf Freeway near Edgebrook.
 Upon making contact with the driver – identi-
fi ed as Nicholas Jerome Harris – the deputy no-
ticed a strong marijuana odor emitting from the 
vehicle.
 Harris was directed to step out of the vehicle 
and was found to have a large amount of U.S. 

currency on his person. 
 Deputies then conducted a probable cause-
based search of Harris’ 
vehicle and discovered 
a large amount of illegal 
drugs and drug parapher-
nalia. Seized narcotics 
included 8.5 ounces of 
marijuana, 18 grams of 
mushrooms, 18 grams of 
crack cocaine, 8.5 grams 
of methamphetamine, 
10.24 grams of powder 
cocaine and multiple 
pressed pills.
 The Harris County 
District Attorney’s Offi ce was contacted and ac-
cepted two felony charges for possession with 
intent to deliver. Harris, 40, was transported to 
the Harris County Joint Processing Center where 
his bonds were set at $30,000 total.

marijuana, cocaine, crystal methamphetamine, 
oxycodone and 375 pounds of promethazine/co-
deine.
 Deputies also recov-
ered several thousand 
dollars in U.S. currency 
and 12 fi rearms, seven of 
which were stolen.
 Rosales was arrested 
for the felony warrant 
and charged with felony 
possession of marijuana 
and two counts of pos-
session of a controlled 
substance with intent to 
distribute.
 Garcia took to social media to thank the U.S. 
Marshals for their assistance with the arrest.
 “Constable Garcia wants to thank the assis-
tance from U.S. Marshals (Gulf Coast Violent 
Offenders Task Force) for assisting with this suc-
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Mall now a shell of former self

Children’s shoe department in the former Foley’s at Almeda Mall

Former Foley’s at Almeda Mall after opening in October 1968

By James Bolen
 The Macy’s store at Almeda Mall will be one 
of six in the state to close this year, company of-
fi cials announced this past week, describing the 
locations as “underproductive.”
 “Macy’s Inc. today (Jan. 9) confi rmed the 
closure of 66 Macy’s non-go-forward store lo-
cations,” a statement from the company read. 
“These closures are a part of the Bold New 
Chapter strategy, which was announced in Feb-
ruary 2024. This plan is designed to return the 
company to sustainable, profi table sales growth 
which includes closing approximately 150 un-
derproductive stores over a three-year period, 

closed approximately two years ago after an-
other branch opened on Beltway 8 and Pearland 
Parkway/Monroe.
 Late last year, the Leader heard reports the 
Almeda Mall Macy’s would be replaced by a 
Fiesta Mart. Numerous calls to multiple sourc-
es, however, were able to verify this claim. For-
mer Almeda Mall General Manager Terry Felton 
laughed at this suggestion, saying he found it 
very doubtful.
 A similar round of Macy’s closures in 2017 
closed the store located at the Pasadena Town 
Square, and within a couple years without an an-
chor store, the mall was forced to close altogeth-
er.
 Originally opened as Foley’s in 1966, the Al-
meda Mall location changed its name in 2006 
when the two companies merged. The location 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2016.
 Around 2008, Almeda Mall was tentatively 
scheduled for a massive renovation similar to 
that of Gulfgate Mall with assistance from the 
city of Houston as part of a Tax Increment Rein-
vestment Zone (TIRZ) plan. The renovation was 
later shelved, however, when the opening of the 
nearby Walmart on Rowlett Road attracted some 
of the mall’s larger remaining tenants, such as 
Ross Dress for Less and the adjacent Circuit City 
(now also closed near Rowlett).
 Unaffected by the recent cuts was the Macy’s 
located at the nearby Baybrook Mall, which it-

self has undergone multiple significant renova-
tions in recent years, including the addition of a 
parking garage and the installation of an outside 
park area surrounded by new dining establish-
ments.
 Unsure of Almeda Mall’s future, Felton re-
members his time there fondly.
 “Sometimes I’ll drive by it and get a tear in 
my eye,” Felton said. “I think to myself ‘what 
is going on?’ I know it will never be a Baybrook 
(Mall), but it (Almeda Mall) made money and 
served a niche market. I was very passionate 
about it for many years.”
 Regarding the recent Macy’s announcement, 
Felton is surprised the location remained open as 
long as it did.
 “I’m amazed it stayed open for so long,” said 
Felton. “I figured the final nail would have been 
made in that coffin a while ago.”
 According to Macy’s offi cials, clearance sales 
at the closing stores are underway and will con-
tinue for approximately six to eight weeks. 
 Merchandise purchased from a closing store 
on or before Jan. 13 cannot be exchanged or re-
turned. Merchandise purchased prior to Jan. 13 
may be returned through Feb. 11 per standard 
store policy.
 For additional information on the closures 
or to see a complete list of affected stores, vis-
it customerservice-macys.com/articles/store-clo 
sures.

while investing in its 350 go-forward Macy’s lo-
cations through fi scal 2026.”
 The 150 total closures includes select Macy’s 
Backstage and Macy’s Furniture Gallery loca-
tions.
 The remaining fi ve Texas locations to be 
closed this year include stores in Dallas, Flow-
er Mound, Fort Worth and Plano (two stores to 
close).
 The planned closure will leave Almeda Mall 
without an anchor store for the fi rst time in its 
nearly 60-year history. The Burlington Coat Fac-
tory that served as the mall’s other anchor, lo-
cated in the store that once housed JCPenney, 

Leader remembers highlights of 2024
 The Leader continues its look back at 2024 
with a compilation of some of the year’s more 
signifi cant stories. See last week’s edition for 
additional highlights from the year.

Jan. 11
 John Whitmire was offi cially sworn in as the 
63rd mayor of Houston Monday, Jan. 1, hav-
ing defeated opponent U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee in November’s general election. A longtime 
member of the Texas state Legislature, Whit-
mire replaced term-limited Sylvester Turner. Lee 
would unexpectedly die in July from pancreatic 
cancer at the age of 74, having served 30 years 
as representative for Texas’ 18th Congressional 
District.
 Also sworn into offi ce Jan. 1 was former South 
Belt resident Fred Flickinger, who are elected to 
serve as Houston District E City Council mem-
ber. The son of Leader founder Marie Flickinger 
and Clear Brook City MUD board member Da-
vid Flickinger, Flickinger replaced David Mar-
tin, who was also term-limited. Martin ran an 
unsuccessful bid for Houston city controller, los-
ing out to Chris Hollins, along with fellow can-
didate Orlando Sanchez.

Jan. 18
 The South Belt community was struck by a 
hard freeze Tuesday, Jan. 16, as an Arctic front 
caused icy conditions across the country. The 
frigid weather – which dipped into the lower 20s 
– caused the closures of schools in Pasadena ISD, 
Clear Creek ISD and San Jacinto College. The 
freezing temperatures subsided by the morning of 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, with local students and city 
workers returning to their normal schedules.

Jan. 25
 The South Belt community rallied around 
a local family who lost everything when their 
house in the 10600 block of Kirkshire Drive was 
destroyed by fi re. The uninsured family had close 
ties to Dobie High School, as the mother taught 
there and the youngest son was a senior at the area 
school. Pasadena ISD also assisted in the family’s 
recovery. Two Houston fi refi ghters suffered mi-
nor injuries when the home’s ceiling collapsed on 
them while battling the blaze. Houston Fire De-
partment offi cials estimated property damage at 
$275,000. The fi re reportedly started in the fi re-
place and spread quickly from there. In all, 33
  Continued on Page 3
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Closure leaves mall without anchor store for 1st time in 60-year history
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

DeathsElected offi cials share their words

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, Jan. 16, 3 – 4 p.m. Open lab computer help.
 Thursday, Jan. 16, 4 – 5 p.m. Family Storytime.
 Tuesday, Jan. 21, 4 – 5 p.m. Board games at the library. 
Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The 
library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Jan. 16, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Friday, Jan. 17, 1 – 3 p.m. Genealogy.
 Monday, Jan. 20, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Citizenship classes.
 Tuesday, Jan. 21, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies ‘n’ books.
 Tuesday, Jan. 21, 1 – 2 p.m. Citizenship classes.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital ma-
terials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/
services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

On Jan. 1, Constable Phil Sandlin Pct. 8; Judge Holly Williamson, justice of the 
peace Pct. 8, Pl. 1; Judge Jo Ann Delgado, justice of the peace Pct. 2, Pl. 1; and Con-
stable Jerry Garcia Pct. 2. were sworn into offi ce by Judge Louie Ditta, justice of the 
peace Pct. 8 Pl. 2. Left to right, are Sandlin, Willimson, Ditta, Delgado and Garcia.

Local officials sworn in

 Edward James Mikes Sr., 
86, a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, and great-grand-
father, passed away peaceful-
ly on Monday, Jan. 6, 2025, 
surrounded by his family. 
He was born in Shiner and 
grew up on a farm. Edward 
graduated from Shiner High 
School and later attended 
Baldwin Business College.
 Edward was preceded in 
death by his parents, Annie 
(Janik) and Ladik Mikes Sr.; 
his grandson, Jeremy Mikes; 
his brothers, Robert Mikes, 
Ladik Mikes Jr., and Bennie 
Mikes; and his sister, Doro-
thy Rainosek.
 He is survived by his 
devoted wife of 65 years, 
Dorothy (Velek); his sister, 
Adella Patek; his daughters, 
Karen Carnish (Craig) and 
Linda Trahan (Jim); and his 
sons, Eddie Mikes (Deb-
bie) and Alan Mikes (Tina). 
Edward is also survived 
by grandchildren Anthony 
Mikes (Hollie), Travis Mikes, 
Shelby Catney (Cody), Mat-
thew Mikes, Kevin Carnish, 
Zachary Trahan (Kaylee) and 
Katie Carnish (Travis); and 
great-grandchildren Jake and 
Allie Mikes, Luke, Layton 
and Lynnex Catney, Miller 
and Parker Mikes and Tanner 
Foulkrod.
 In his younger years, Ed-
ward enjoyed playing the 
drums and excelled as a fi rst 
baseman for the Shiner Clip-
pers, earning the nickname 
“Shovel.” Edward proudly 
served his country in the 
U.S. Army for two years, 
during which he was sta-
tioned in Germany. He cher-
ished fi shing trips with his 
sons and grandsons, always 
sharing memorable tales of 
his catches. Weekends were 
fi lled with watching the As-
tros and Texans (Oilers) and 
listening to Molly B’s polka 
music. Edward and Dorothy 
enjoyed many laughter-fi lled 
vacations with Della and 
Jimmy Patek and Geraldine 
and Louis Patek. He was an 
active member of Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel Church for 
many years and enjoyed be-
ing a part of the New Gen-
eration Seniors Club. Above 
all, Edward treasured time 
spent with his family, espe-
cially his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, who 

Edward James 
Mikes Sr.

brought him immense joy.
 Edward will be lovingly 
remembered for his incred-
ible sense of humor, gentle 
nature, and the deep love he 
shared with his family and 
friends.
 Visitation was held on 
Friday, Jan. 10, and a funeral 
Mass was held Jan. 11 at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Cath-
olic Church. Interment was 
followed at Shiner Catholic 
Cemetery, 153 CR 348 Shin-
er, Texas 77984.
 To plant Memorial 
Trees in memory of Ed-
ward James Mikes Sr., vis-
it https://sympathy.legacy.
com/en-us/funeral-flowers/
productdetails/?type=obitu
ary&p=208327610&pn=ed
ward-mikes&affi l i a te Id
=4359&sku=tre-tim&pm=
321&_gl=1*12mmebs*_gcl_
au*NzQ2MjQwODIuMTcy
OTc4MTUyMw.

Carolyn Evans-Shabazz stresses unity
 As we step into the new year, the prom-
ise of 2025 brings with it a renewed sense 
of hope, togetherness, and purpose for 
District D. Refl ecting on the past year, it 
is clear that our strength lies in the pow-
er of community and collaboration. This 
year, that unity will be at the forefront as 
we tackle challenges, celebrate achieve-
ments, and work toward a brighter future 
for all.
 Infrastructure improvements are on 
the horizon, and these enhancements 
will serve as a foundation for the growth 
and development of our beloved district. 
Addressing persistent issues like illegal 
dumping remains a top priority, and ef-
forts are being doubled to ensure that our 
neighborhoods are clean, safe, and wel-
coming for everyone. Public safety is also 
a major focus, with initiatives underway to 
enhance security and protect the well-be-
ing of all residents.
 A shining jewel of District D is the 
Houston Zoo, which continues to be a 
source of pride and inspiration for our 
community. The Zoo’s commitment to ac-
cessibility and education—from discount-

ed admissions to free fi eld trips for local 
schools—embodies the spirit of inclusivi-
ty that defi nes our district. It is more than 
a destination; it is a place where families 
connect, children learn, and the love for 
nature is fostered. Let us celebrate this 
remarkable asset as a cornerstone of our 
community.
 As we move forward, 2025 will be a 
year of building bridges—not just physi-
cal ones, but bridges of understanding, 
collaboration, and support. By working to-
gether and uplifting one another, we can 
make remarkable progress in creating a 
District D where every resident thrives. 
Your voices, ideas, and actions are in-
valuable, and they will continue to shape 
our shared success.
 Let’s embrace this year with optimism, 
determination, and a commitment to uni-
ty. Together, we will make 2025 a year of 
growth, progress, and celebration for all 
of District D.
 Wishing you and your loved ones a 
joyous and prosperous new year.

Dr. Carolyn Evans-Shabazz
City of Houston, District D

Harris County Public Library hosts lecture
 Harris County Public Library’s Facebook will host a free lecture titled “Unpaving a Park-
ing Lot – A look at the history, photos and purpose of GFG Demonstration Gardens” on Tues-
day, Jan. 21, 11 a.m. to noon. No reservation is required, visit facebook.com/harriscountypl/
events.

Dec. 19 Meador Ele-
mentary students per-
formed their holiday 
program for students 
and parents on Dec. 19. 
Pictured above, left to 
right, are (front row) 
Christine Jimenez, So-
phia Garcia, An Doan, 
Mallory Rodriguez, 
Nicolas Ramirez, (mid-
dle row) Jaiden Jack-
son, Isabelle de la Cruz, 
Aylin Chairez, Jocelyn 
Valdez, (back row) Josh-
ua Billups, King Speed, 
Aliyanna Knight and 
Dreya White. The staff 
would like to praise the 
students, music teacher 
Tracy Nair and staff who 
assisted.

Meador performs holiday program

Pictured at right, left to 
right, are (fi rst row) Nery 
Cedillos, Lucia Cabria-
les, Kyla Stollings, (mid-
dle row) Alyssa Nelson, 
Evelyn Alanis, Elijah 
Harrison, (back row) 
Freya Teniente, Tracie 
Nair,  Aaliyah Jolivette 
and Zakiya Bradford.

 Elizabeth Anne (Betty) 
Lessert longtime P.E. teach-
er at Stuchbery Elementa-
ry School, passed away on 
Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, at 
Harbor House Hospice Cen-
ter in Houston with Johnny 
Nunez, her longtime partner, 
at her side. Betty was born 
on April 25, 1947 in Borger 
to Walter Lessert and Hazel 
Tennant Lessert.
 Betty graduated from 
Borger High School in 1965 
and earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Texas Tech 

Elizabeth Anne 
(Betty) Lessert

University in Lubbock. Bet-
ty went on to earn her mas-
ter degree in education from 
TSU. While at Texas Tech, 
Betty was a cheerleader and 
a member of Chi Omega So-
rority.
 Betty dedicated her life to 
serving 32 years in education 
in both Friona and Pasade-
na. Most of those years were 
spent at Stuchbery Elementa-
ry where she left her mark on 
hundreds of students.
 After retiring from ed-
ucation, she became the Di-
rector of M.I. Lewis Social 
Service Center in Dickinson. 
During her more than three 
years with M.I. Lewis, she 
was instrumental in estab-
lishing many community out-
reach programs and managed 
the organization through 
devastating impacts of both 
Hurricane Ike and Hurricane 
Harvey to the Dickinson 
community. She also served 
on the board of Dickinson 
Education Foundation and 
Dickinson Historical Soci-
ety. Betty was honored by the 
Galveston Daily News for her 
community service.
 Betty dedicated many 
years to Beta Signa Phi, a 
service sorority. She served 
in many offi ces including 
president of the organization.
 Betty is survived by her 
stepdaughters Michele Clark 
and husband Greg; and Jes-
sica Benson and her husband 
Latseen. She had two grand-
children, Cortney Cross and 
Cameron Clark; and four 
great grandchildren. Betty is 
also survived by her longtime 
partner, Johnny Nunez, who 
was by her side throughout 
her journey.
 Betty was preceded in 
death by her parents.
 Betty’s memorial service 
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 
18, at 2 p.m. at Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Dickin-
son.
 Donations in Betty’s 
honor may be made to M.I. 
Lewis Social Service Cen-
ter and Dickinson Education 
Foundation.

City Council Member Flickinger shares 
planned local crime initiatives

Dear District E Residents,
 I hope you had a wonderful and 
blessed holiday season with family and 
friends. As we step into 2025, I’m look-
ing forward to my second year on City 
Council serving District E.
 I have ramped up several local crime 
initiatives working closely with the Hous-
ton Police Department’s Kingwood, 
Clear Lake, and East Side divisions. In 
total, the District E HPD Divisions have 
been provided with over $250,000 for 
increased patrol initiatives, crime sup-
pression activities, utility terrain vehicles, 
and new jet skis for Lake Patrol. These 
initiatives and vehicles will increase po-
lice presence in District E helping to 
deter criminal activity. It is encouraged 
for residents to report incidents as they 
see them, “See Something, Say Some-
thing” and that can be done by calling 
the City of Houston’s non-emergency, 
in the event of non-life-threatening inci-
dents, at (713) 884-3131. In the event of 
a life-threatening event, residents should 
always call 9-1-1.
 Resident attendance at local Hous-
ton Police Department “Positive Inter-
action Program” meetings is also high-
ly encouraged. Those meetings usually 
take place once a month. These meet-
ings provide residents the opportunity 
to meet the police offi cers patrolling the 
streets daily, get updates on crime sta-
tistics, learn about area crime initiatives, 
and create a more open dialogue with 
our police force learning more about 
how the Houston Police Department is 
making a difference in your area. Please 

let my offi ce know if you would like to be 
added to the email list for your respec-
tive area’s meeting.
 HPD-Clear Lake meets on the third 
Tuesday of the month, time: 6 p.m., at 
Memorial Hermann Southeast (11800 
Astoria Blvd.).
 Policing is not the only component 
of public safety, which is why this year 
you will continue to see infrastructure 
projects throughout the community in 
the form of concrete panel replace-
ments and asphalt overlays, to improve 
drivability within the community fund-
ed through my Council District Ser-
vice Funds. Road projects will be an-
nounced, in advance, through our offi ce 
by press release and those press re-
leases can be found online here as well 
as posted on my Facebook Page. This 
is in addition to the ongoing work on the 
Northpark Drive Overpass Project. You 
can fi nd more information regarding up-
coming work and possible traffi c switch-
es related to this project on the Lake 
Houston Redevelopment Authority’s 
website. I encourage you all to please 
be courteous drivers, and obey signs, 
and fl agmen when entering construc-
tion zones as this will help our crews 
stay on schedule.
 Looking forward to a great year, 
please stay safe, and healthy. Lastly, to 
make you all aware the District E Offi ce 
will be closed on Monday, Jan. 20, in ob-
servance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Sincerely,
Fred Flickinger

City of Houston, District E

 Investigators with Harris 
County Precinct 8 Constable 
Phil Sandlin’s offi ce are seek-
ing the public’s assistance in 
identifying a suspect who 
recently stole nearly $1,000 
worth of merchandise from a 
store near Baybrook Mall.
 According to Precinct 8 
offi cials, the suspect in ques-
tion entered the Best Buy re-
tail store located in the 19400 
block of the Gulf Freeway 
between El Dorado Boule-
vard and Bay Area Boulevard 
on Monday, Dec. 30, and left 
the business without paying 
for more than $900 worth of 
merchandise.
 The wanted suspect then 
reportedly fl ed the store in a 
black Honda sedan. He now 
faces felony theft charges.

 Anyone with informa-
tion in this case is urged to 
contact Precinct 8 Deputy 
Investigator J. Wingfi eld at 
281-488-4040 or by email at 

Pct. 8 seeks theft suspect
Man accused of stealing nearly $1K from Best Buy

ConPct8@hctx.net. 
 Tips can also be submitted 
anonymously through the Pre-
cinct 8 website at constable8.
harriscountytx.gov.

Man charged in 2023 murder
 Charges have been filed 
against a suspect arrested in 
the fatal shooting of a man 
that took place back in June 
2023 in the 15800 block of 
SH 3/Old Galveston Road 
near El Dorado.
 The suspect, Marquise 
Lavell Ward, 25, was charged 
with murder in the 230th 
State District Court.
 He is accused in the death 
of Allen Bianchino, 28.
 According to Houston 
Police Department offi cials, 
offi cers responded to a crash 
at the above address June 14, 
2023, and found the victim 
unresponsive in the driver’s 
seat of a disabled vehicle. He 
had multiple gunshot wounds 
and was pronounced dead at 
the scene by paramedics.

 Witnesses reported the ve-
hicle was traveling on SH 3 
before striking a parked, un-
occupied vehicle and coming 
to a stop. 
 Witnesses further reported 
seeing two men fl ee the scene 
on foot following the crash.
 Investigators said police 
combed the area searching 
for the suspects but came up 
empty-handed.
 At that time, the wanted 
suspects were described only 
as two black males, believed 
to be between 18 to 25 years 
of age.
 Further investigation iden-
tified Ward as a suspect. On 
Dec. 26, officers with HPD 
Narcotics Division’s Tactical 
Team arrested Ward and he 
was subsequently charged for 

his role in this shooting.
 The investigation is ongo-
ing. Anyone with information 
in this case is urged to contact 
the HPD Homicide Division 
at 713-308-3600 or speak 
anonymously with Crime 
Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS 
(8477).

Marquise Ward

South Belt-Ellington 
 Leader obituary policy
Obituaries submitted to the Leader are 

published free of charge. They are 
edited to conform to the Leader style.

Stuchbery announces 
honor roll, merit roll
 Stuchbery Elementa-
ry School offi cials have an-
nounced the second nine-
weeks honor roll and merit roll 
for the 2024-2025 school year.

Third grade
Honor roll

 Cameron Baines, Sophia 
Banda, Braylon Jenkins and 
Madelyn Jimenez.

Merit roll
 Sophia Velasquez, Sonaya 

Lopez, Hasani Ortiz, Bry-
an Hua, Kristin Nguyen, 
Madeline Jacuinde and Alery 
Zamora.

Fourth grade
Honor roll

 Olivia Brito, Sophia 
Pachon, Miguel Perez and 
Kiyomi Anderson.

Merit roll
 Anthony Nazario and Ma-
cie Salinas.

Schreiner University 
names honors list

 Schreiner University has named qualifi ed students to its pres-
ident’s and dean’s list. Rodolfo Ibarra from the South Belt area 
was named to the roster of high achieving students on the dean’s 
list for the 2024 fall term. To be eligible for the president’s list, 
full-time students must earn at least a 4.0 grade point average for 
the term, passing all classes, and have at least 12 hours credit for 
the term. To qualify for the dean’s list, a full-time student must 
have passing grades in all courses and, must earn at least a 3.50 
grade point average and at least 12 hours credit for the term.
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Leader continues look back at 2024 highlights
Continued from Page 1
personnel responded to this 
incident, including fi re-
fi ghters from stations 23, 
70, 71, 52, 61, 93 and 24.

Feb. 1
 A house caught fi re Sat-
urday, Jan. 27, in the 10000 
block of Kirkbluff near 
Blackhawk. According to 
Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department offi cials, the 
blaze started in the back-
yard when a heater ignited 
straw/hay bedding used to 
keep animals warm. In ad-
dition to SVFD, units from 
the Houston Fire Depart-
ment and the Pearland Fire 
Department also responded 
to the incident. No injuries 
were reported. 
 Pasadena ISD was 
named one of fi ve fi nalists 
in H-E-B’s 22nd annual 
Excellence in Education 
Awards in the program’s 
Large District division. 
Galena Park ISD would 
later be selected winner at 
the groups’ banquet held in 
May.
 Longtime area educator 
Hollis Powell died Thurs-
day, Jan. 25, at the age of 
91. Powell served in Pasa-
dena ISD for more than 30 
years, working at Meador 
Elementary and Atkinson 
Elementary – serving as 
the fi rst principal for both 
campuses. Powell fi rst 
worked as a teacher and 
later serving as principal 
of Meador from 1963 to 
1969. At Atkinson, Hollis 
Powell served as principal 
from 1969 until his retire-
ment in 1995. A service for 
Powell was held Wednes-
day, Jan. 31, in Jasper. 

Feb. 8
 On Jan. 26, San Jacinto 
College held a ribbon-cut-
ting for its new Bioman-
ufacturing Training Pro-
gram at the south campus 
and  Biomanufacturing 
Technology program at 
the school’s new Genera-
tion Park campus. Through 
these programs, San Ja-
cinto College will become 
the exclusive provider of 
the National Institute for 
Bioprocessing Research 
and Training (NIBRT) for 
the southern portion of the 
United States.
 Space Center Houston 
CEO/President William T. 
Harris was presented the 
prestigious BAHEP Qua-
sar Award at the Bay Area 
Houston Economic Part-
nership’s 30th annual Qua-
sar Award Banquet, held 
Jan. 26, at the South Shore 
Harbor Resort and Confer-
ence Center in League City. 
U.S. Rep. Brian Babin 
and newly elected Hous-
ton Mayor John Whitmire 
were among the featured 
speakers of the evening.

Feb. 15
 A male suspect was sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison 
for the 2022 murder of Ste-
phen Johnson, whose body 
was found wrapped inside 
the closet of an apartment 
unit in the 1300 block of 
Redford near Edgebrook 
and the Gulf Freeway. 
Zachary Charles Douglas 
pleaded guilty to the mur-
der, court records indicate. 
While Johnson’s body was 
found Oct. 3, 2022, investi-
gators believe he was killed 
more than a month earlier 
on or around Aug. 21. Ac-
cording to Houston Police 
department offi cials, em-
ployees at the apartment 
complex at the above ad-
dress noticed a foul odor 
and fl ies near the door of an 
apartment. Offi cers were 
called and gained entry to 
the apartment. During a 
search of the apartment, a 
male’s decomposed body 
was found wrapped in 
blankets, inside a closet. 
An autopsy revealed John-
son died due to blunt force 
trauma. An investigation 
determined Douglas to be 
the shooter, and in 2023, 
he was charged with mur-
der. At the time the charge 
was fi led, Douglas was 
already in jail on an unre-
lated charge, having been 
arrested in January 2023. 
Douglas’ motive for the 
murder remains unclear. 
HPD in 2022 deemed The 
Redford apartment com-
plex a “hot spot” for vio-
lent crime, with at least 13 
shootings being reported 
that year – fi ve of which 
being fatal. The week be-
fore Johnson’s body was 
discovered, there was a fi re 
at the apartment complex, 
with badly burned human 
remains found inside one 
unit. The blaze was part of 
a lengthy arson investiga-
tion.
 Dobie High School an-
nounced its 2024 Class of 

Hall of Honor inductees, 
honoring four alumni and 
one former faculty mem-
ber. Now in its 12th year, 
the Hall of Honor recog-
nizes graduates who have 
made signifi cant contri-
butions to the community 
and serve as role models 
for current and future stu-
dents. Alumni members to 
be inducted into the Hall 
of Honor included Mike 
Spencer, Class of 1981; 
Laurie Baker, Class of 
1982; Michelle Manza-
nales, Class of 1993; and 
Devona Fanfair, Class of 
2003. Former Dobie teach-
er Ann Brannen was the 
lone faculty member to be 
selected as a 2024 induct-
ee into the hall. The group 
was offi cially inducted 
at a ceremony held at the 
school Feb. 23.
 A well-rounded stu-
dent, Spencer played on 
the basketball team, served 
on Student Council and 
worked as a photographer 
for the school paper. He 
was also a member of the 
varsity track team, setting 
a district high jump record. 
He attended San Jac on a 
track scholarship and was 
named an All-State De-
cathlete. Spencer began his 
career in dance in 1989 at 
Fred Astaire Dance Studios 
in Houston. In a very short 
time, he won Top Teacher 
awards at local, regional, 
and national competitions. 
He began competing pro-
fessionally in 1992. He 
and his former partner won 
many local and region-
al competitions and three 
national championships. 
He retired from dancing in 
2002 to focus on teaching, 
coaching, and judging. He 
has coached and trained a 
dozen dancers that became 
National and World Cham-
pions. Spencer came out of 
retirement in 2017, going 
on to win the 2018 Nation-
al Championship and was 
named World Champion 
in 2019 and 2023. Spen-
cer was inducted into the 
American Country Dance 
Association Hall of Fame. 
His world travels with 
dance competitions have 
given him opportunities 
outside of dance. Today, 
he does print modeling 
and has worked as a stunt 
man and choreographer in 
the fi lm industry. Spencer 
currently resides in Biloxi, 
Mississippi with his wife, 
Celeste, where he volun-
teers in his community to 
teach dance to elementary 
students. He has one son 
and two grandchildren. 
 While at Dobie, Baker 
was a cheerleader in her 
junior and senior year. She 
represented GSL for three 
years and was an active 
member in the Key Club, 
JETS and NHS. Baker was 
a Trailblazer and was se-
lected as a Rotarian. She 
was a member of Longhorn 
Council all four years and 
a member of the volleyball 
team. Today, Baker is ex-
ecutive vice president and 
chief operating offi cer of 
Camden Property Trust. 
Baker is responsible for 
the oversight and strate-
gy of Camden’s portfolio 
operations and investment 
funds. During her 30 plus 
years with Camden, Baker 
has held several positions 
including senior vice pres-
ident of Fund and Asset 
Management. Baker served 
as the executive sponsor 
for Camden’s technology 
initiative during the 2000s, 
which included $10 mil-
lion in technology invest-
ments and the roll out of 
Camden’s web-based prop-
erty management software, 
revenue management and 
several web-based solu-
tions. Before joining Cam-
den, Baker was vice presi-
dent at Walden Residential 
Properties and spent nine 
years at the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute 
in Chevy Chase, Md. She 
holds an MBA in fi nance 
from George Washington 
University and a bachelor’s 
degree in business admin-
istration from Sam Hous-
ton State University. She 
serves on the board of di-
rectors executive commit-
tee for the National Mul-
tifamily Housing Council, 
is vice chair of ULI’s 
Multifamily Council and 
a frequent speaker in the 
multifamily industry. Bak-
er was the 2016 president 
of CREW Network, a past 
president of CREW Hous-
ton and was honored as one 
of the Top 15 Women in 
Commercial Real Estate in 
Houston. She is a licensed 
real estate broker in the 

state of Texas and was rec-
ognized by Real Estate Fo-
rum as a Women of Infl u-
ence in 2014, 2015, 2016 
and 2022. She received the 
2022 Individual Corporate 
Diversity, Equity and In-
clusion Award and received 
the Texas Executive Wom-
en on the Move Award for 
her efforts to improve lead-
ership success for women 
and people of color.
 During her time at Dobie 
High School, Manzanales 
was a cheerleader, lettered 
track and fi eld triple jump-
er, as well as honor student 
d. Now based in New York 
City, she is a critically ac-
claimed choreographer, 
sought after dance edu-
cator and a co-founder of 
the Latinx Dance Educa-
tors Alliance. Manzanales 
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Houston with a 
BBA in fi nance and spent 
more than a decade danc-
ing professionally in Hous-
ton and Chicago before 
moving to New York. She 
served for seven seasons as 
the rehearsal director and 
artistic associate of Bal-
let Hispánico, a 50+ year 
institution recognized as 
one of America’s Cultur-
al Treasures by the Ford 
Foundation. In addition to 
her leadership role at Ballet 
Hispánico, Manzanales has 
been named the 2024 Cecil 
H. and Ida Green Honors 
chair for the School for 
Classical and Contempo-
rary Dance at Texas Chris-
tian University. She has 
been an invited panelist for 
Teacher’s College, Colum-
bia University’s Interna-
tional Symposium and has 
presented lectures at the 
New York State Dance Ed-
ucation Association, Man-
zanales has served on the 
faculty and/or been a guest 
artist at numerous studios, 
schools, and college dance 
programs nationwide and 
internationally. Her chore-
ography has been featured 
at Lincoln Center and the 
New York City Center 
Dance Festival. She has 
also set choreographies for 
many programs, including 
Rice University, Rutgers 
University, New World 
School of the Arts, Mont-
clair State University and 
San Jacinto College South. 
She has also served multi-
ple terms on the National 
Association of Schools 
of Dance’s Committee on 
Ethics, and as a juror for 
numerous dance programs, 
notable the Ailey BFA pro-
gram’s Independent Study 
in Choreography and the 
American College Dance 
Association.
 Fanfair’s journey spans 
from high school track 
and fi eld achievements to 
pioneering success in the 
startup world. With a high 
school triple jump best 
of 50’5”, Fanfair held the 
ninth furthest jump in Tex-
as history for more than a 
decade and secured state 
runner-up titles in both 
2002 and 2003. His athlet-
ic prowess extended to the 
international stage, repre-
senting the United States 
on the Pan American Team 
in 2003.Transitioning from 
a standout athlete to a 
leader at Rice University, 
Fanfair captained the team 
to an outdoor champion-
ship victory in 2004 while 
consistently achieving top-
four fi nishes at conference 
championships. Armed 
with a mechanical engi-
neering degree and recog-
nized as a National Science 
Foundation Fellow, he 
embarked on an entrepre-
neurial path. Currently, as 
the co-founder of Devland, 
Fanfair drives a venture 
studio and fund, catalyzing 
the success of startups led 
by women and people of 
color, with a total value of 
$85 million. His commit-
ment extends to running 
accelerators nationwide 
and building programs to 
support minority found-
ers, particularly in Tulsa, 
Okla., to rejuvenate the 
city’s entrepreneurial spir-
it. Fanfair has been married 
to his wife Danielle for 13 
years, and the couple have 
an 8-year-old daughter 
named Sage.
 Brannen was there when 
Dobie opened its doors and 
then stayed for 22 years as 
an English and journalism 
teacher, as well as advis-
er for both the Chaparral 
and Roundup publications. 
Under her guidance, her 
journalism students were 
regular winners of local 
and state awards, includ-
ing many all-state and UIL 
awards. Brannen was seri-

Advancing health. Personalizing care.

Be a  
healthier you 
with our weight loss 
programs. 
Memorial Hermann NewStart Surgical and Medical Weight Loss® 
programs are designed around your specific needs. Patients with type 
2 diabetes, high blood pressure and infertility have seen successful 
results from our programs. With our Care Concierge Program, our staff 
of experienced professionals will help guide you through the entire 
process and provide the support you need at no additional cost.

memorialhermann.org/newstart

ous about making sure they 
knew the history of Dobie 
High School. Her “Know 
Your School” activity re-
quired them to go out to 
explore and learn facts 
about the high school and 
its history. While she was 
teaching the basics of jour-
nalism or yearbook lay-
out, she was also teaching 
business skills as she sent 
students out to sell ads. 
She was instilling tenacity 
when she sent student re-
porters to interview school 
or district leaders. She was 
making sure her students 
were unafraid to set goals 
and then work to achieve 
them. Brannen was unre-
lenting in her quest to help 
students reach their full 
potential. Often, it wasn’t 
restricted to students in 
her classes. She seemed to 
know every student in the 
halls of Dobie and prob-
ably their parents as well. 
Even now, decades later, 
several of her former stu-
dents remain in her orbit. 
She raised two Longhorns 

of her own – Jeff and Am-
ber (also a Dobie teacher) – 
and has fi ve grandchildren. 
Today, Brannen works in 
the insurance business. She 
is still an active in the com-
munity with the South Belt 
Chamber of Commerce. 
She is fondly remembered 
by many former students 
as “the teacher who made 
a difference.”

Feb. 22
 Emergency crews from 
the Southeast Volunteer 
Fire Department respond-
ed to a house fi re Sunday, 
Feb. 18, on Riverbend 
Canyon Lane in the River-
stone Ranch subdivision. 
The blaze, which started 
on the home’s roof, was 
reportedly electrical in na-
ture, SVFD offi cials said. 
At the time, fi re offi cials 
said the incident was part 
of a “wave of recent house 
fi res,” with at least fi ve 
such incidents taking place 
in just around two weeks.

Feb. 29
 A commercial space 
mission with deep roots to 

Ellington Airport/Houston 
Spaceport made history 
Thursday, Feb. 22, when 
it safely landed a robotic 
probe on the moon – the 
fi rst time for a U.S. expe-
dition in 50+ years. Led 
by local company Intuitive 
Machines, the IM-1, Nova 
C mission successfully 
placed a lunar lander called 
Odysseus near the moon’s 
south pole at 6:23 p.m. ET 
after a few technical de-
lays.
 While backed by NASA, 
this marked the fi rst time 
a private spacecraft suc-
cessfully landed on the 
lunar surface. Commercial 
missions from both Israel 
and Japan have crashed in 
recent years, and the pre-
vious month, another NA-
SA-backed mission from 
the company Astrobotic 
fell back to Earth after 
experiencing a fuel leak. 
NASA offi cials had given 
the mission only an 80-per-
cent chance of success. In-
tuitive Machines was paid 
approximately $100 mil-

lion by NASA to complete 
the endeavor. Beyond its 
international signifi cance, 
the successful landing is a 
milestone in particular for 
the Ellington aerospace 
community, as it houses the 
Intuitive Machines head-
quarters, which served as 
a command center for the 
delicate operation. Further, 
the IM-1, Nova C mission 
was made possible in large 
part through training of-
fered by San Jacinto Col-
lege at its EDGE Center, 
also located at the Houston 
Spaceport at Ellington Air-
port. In recognition of this, 
a San Jacinto College seal 
featuring the names of all 
the students who contribut-
ed toward the project was 
aboard the Odysseus when 
it made its lunar land-
ing. The seal included the 
names of the following San 
Jacinto College aerospace 
students: 
 Kevin Baez, Nicole 
Delaune, Oscar Gil, Gua-
dalupe Hurtado, Greyson 
Netek, Jesus Murillo, 

Austin Sommers, Logan 
Swann, Jose Ortiz, Delores 
Vanhoose, Joseph Weaver, 
Christopher Garcia, Alex-
ander Villeda, Cyrus Shy, 
Nicholas Russell, Benja-
min Tate, Adrian Garcia 
and Mary Faith Covey. 
 Launched from Florida 
Thursday, Feb. 15, aboard 
a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, 
the Odysseus landed near 
the Malapert crater, locat-
ed near the moon’s south 
pole. This location was 
selected in part because its 
near-continuous sunlight 
can better power solar cells 
and the pole’s dark craters 
are believed to contain wa-
ter in the form of ice. The 
hydrogen and oxygen ele-
ments found in water could 
provide oxygen to breathe 
or be used to produce rock-
et fuel, as NASA’s long-
term goal is to utilize the 
moon’s resources to enable 
further exploration into 
space. Under NASA’s Ar-
temis program, the space 
agency plans to send the 
fi rst woman and person of 

color to the moon by the 
end of 2026. From there, 
NASA intends to create 
a lunar base, laying the 
groundwork for a future 
trip to Mars.
 Houston fi refi ghters re-
sponded to a house fi re 
around 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
23, on Sagehurst near Sage-
glen. According to Houston 
Fire Department offi cials, 
the blaze had been report-
ed by the neighbors as the 
home’s residents were out 
to dinner. No injuries were 
reported, as the house was 
vacant at the time of the in-
cident. The cause of the fi re 
was not immediately clear. 
This marked the sixth sig-
nifi cant house fi re in the 
South Belt area in just 
three weeks. Houston Fire 
Department offi cials, how-
ever, said there was no con-
nection between the blazes 
and the incidents shared no 
common characteristics.
 The 2024 Year in Re-
view will be continued in 
next week’s South Belt-El-
lington Leader.
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Nicole

45 years ago (1980)
 The fi fth-grade pod of 
Burnett Elementary school 
was damaged by fi re.
 South Belters breathed 
a sigh of relief after three 
continuous days of rain fi -
nally stopped. No fl ooding 
inside homes was reported.
 Students at Stuchbery El-
ementary remained outside 
for more than an hour while 
police checked for a bomb 
after the school received 
a phone call stating that a 
bomb had been placed in the 
school. No bomb was found, 
and the children fi nished the 
regular school day.
 Spring registration at San 
Jacinto College South was 
expected to reach more than 
1,200.

40 years ago (1985)
 Groundbreaking cere-
monies were held at 11555 
Beamer Road where the 
new offi ces of the South 
Belt Leader and South 
Belt Graphics and Printing 
would be located. Addition-
al offi ces in the building 
would be leased to M & M 
Graphics, Tebco Co. and the 
South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce. Con-
struction was expected to be 
complete by mid-April.
 A quarter-mile jogging 
trail at Sagemeadow Park 
was nearing completion. 
The $12,710 trail was de-
signed by the county and 
paid for by the Sagemeadow 
Maintenance Committee.
 Construction of two ad-
ditional lanes for Beamer 
Road between Scarsdale 
Boulevard and the South 
Bend subdivision was set to 
be underway by June 1986.

 The completion of Fuqua 
from the Gulf Freeway to 
Old Galveston Road was 
underway and expected to 
be complete by midyear.

35 Years ago (1990)
 Pasadena Independent 
School District expelled 
11 Thompson Intermediate 
students for the sale, distri-
bution and use of LSD on 
school district property.
 Dobie High senior Jer-
emy Craft and sophomore 
Zach Burton earned spots 
on the University Inter-
scholastic League All-State 
Choir.
 Offi cials with the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy spoke to about 400 res-
idents at a public meeting 
about the Brio site.

30 years ago (1995)
 The Dobie High School 
Academic Decathlon team 
was headed to state fi nals 
after winning regionals in 
La Porte.
 Marie Flickinger was one 
of two top vote-getters in 
the race to replace longtime 
San Jacinto regent Charles 
Ray Ogden.
 South Belt business own-
ers along with the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce met with the city 
of Houston deputy director 
of public works to protest 
the proposed installation of 
a 36 inch water line down 
Scarsdale Boulevard.
 Dobie High School ju-
nior Heather Ogilvie was 
fourth runner-up in the Miss 
Teen Texas USA Pageant.

25 years ago (2000)
 EPA fi led a multimil-
lion-dollar suit against 22 
companies  to recoup clean-

ing up costs of a 10-acre site 
on Conklin by South Belt 
and I-45.
 City Council approved 
an $80,000 traffi c study 
within the boundaries of 
Dixie Farm Road on the 
east, Highway 35 on the 
west, FM 518 on the South 
and Blackhawk/Beamer on 
the north.

20 years ago (2005)
 Former Tonight Show 
band leader Doc Severin-
sen visited San Jacinto Col-
lege South campus’ music 
department. Professional 
trumpet players were able 
to play Severinsen’s trum-
pet, Destino, at the invita-
tion-only event.
 Harris County offi cials 
were working out fi nal plans 
for two South Belt roadway 
connections. Blackhawk 
would be extended from 
Scarsdale to Dixie Farm 
Road, and Scarsdale would 
be extended westward to 
connect with Yost Road.
 The Rev. Gordon Berg 
and wife Pat, founders of 
Action Ministries, assist-
ed  victims of the Dec. 26, 
2004, tsunami in Indonesia 
by collecting and shipping 
food to that country.

15 years ago (2010)
 A benefi t held to aid John 
Elam in his fi ght against 
cancer was a huge success, 
raising nearly $50,000. 
Roughly 550 people showed 
up to support the 1985 Do-
bie graduate and football 
star in his effort to raise 
money for further treat-
ment. In a moment of gener-
osity, 1983 Dobie graduate 
and former student athletic 
trainer Ken Simmons pur-

chased Elam’s autographed 
Texas A&M football jersey 
for $4,000, then returned it 
to him. Sadly, event orga-
nizer Hugh Lazenberry was 
unable to attend the event 
due to a sudden illness.
 Derek Fitzhenry gained 
Pasadena Independent 
School District board ap-
proval and was formally 
introduced as Dobie’s new 
head football coach/cam-
pus athletic coordinator. 
Fitzhenry had most recent-
ly led the Giddings High 
School program.

10 years ago (2015)
 Beverly Hills Interme-
diate celebrated its 50th 
anniversary Jan. 16 with a 
banquet at the area school 
that was attended by dozens 
of current and former staff 
members, students and com-
munity members. All four of 
the campus’s surviving prin-
cipals were in attendance.
 An off-duty police offi cer 
shot and killed a man Jan. 
16 after he allegedly pointed 
a gun at the offi cer outside 
Bombshells Restaurant and 
Bar on the Gulf Freeway 
at Fuqua. Police said the 
victim had been kicked out 
of the restaurant earlier for 
fi ghting with other patrons.

5 years ago (2020)
 San Jacinto College 
agreed to participate in 
the Harris County Promise 
program, a collaboration 
between SJC and Pasadena 
ISD that allows many local 
students to attend the school 
at no charge. The program is 
open to current graduating 
seniors from Dobie, South 
Houston and Rayburn high 
schools. Offi cials are hoping 

to later expand the Promise 
program to the remaining 
Pasadena ISD high school 
campuses. The Promise 
program is available to all 
resident seniors, regardless 
of high school GPA or in-
come. Eligible seniors who 
become Promise Scholars 
receive up to three years of 
guaranteed tuition and fees, 
assistance with books and 
additional support to help 
them complete their de- 
grees. In order to keep the 
scholarship, students must 
attend full time (12 hours 
per semester) during fall 
and spring semesters, con-
tinue to complete FAFSA or 
TAS- FA applications, and 
earn at least a 2.0 GPA. Stu-
dents in the program have 
up to three years to com-
plete an associate degree or 
other recognized credential.

1 year ago (2024)
 The South Belt commu-
nity was struck by a hard 
freeze this week, as an Arc-
tic front caused icy condi-
tions across the country.
 The frigid weather – 
which dipped into the low-
er 20s on Tuesday, Jan. 16 
– caused the closures of 
schools in Pasadena ISD, 
Clear Creek ISD and San 
Jacinto College.
 Former U.S. Rep. Pete Ol-
son – whose House District 
22 encompassed much of the 
South Belt community – was 
recently named the new chair 
of the board for the Lone Star 
Flight Museum. 
 A former Navy pilot, Ol-
son was unanimously elect-
ed to the position by the 
museum’s board of direc-
tors.

More
discounts.
State Farm® offers more discounts to 
more drivers.
Get to a better State®.
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East • Houston, TX 77089

Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com

M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am

After Hours by Appointment

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1201159

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO MARY 
 Best wishes to Mary Clark who enjoys a 
birthday Jan. 20. Greetings are sent from her 
husband Chris and her friends at the Leader.

MIKE ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY
 Mike Williams celebrates a birthday Jan. 
20. Best wishes are sent for a special day 
from family and friends at the Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff and personnel of the 
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays Jan. 16 through Jan. 22.

Atkinson Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Katherine 
Fielder Jan. 20. 

Burnett Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting Jan. 21 to Maria 
Hernandez.

Bush Elementary
 Enjoy a slice of birthday cake with Myra 
Gomez Jan. 18.

Genoa Elementary
 Send a nice birthday greeting Jan. 16 to 
Luz Salazar. Karina Estrada celebrates a 
birthday Jan. 18. Light the birthday candles 
Jan. 19 for Patricia Williams.

Meador Elementary
 Send a special birthday wish to Melisa 
Hinojosa who enjoys a birthday Jan. 16. 
Sing a happy birthday song to Lizeth Flores 
Jan. 20. Join in the birthday fun Jan. 22 for 

A double-fun day is planned Jan. 19 for Cathy 
Meek and Yadira Razo-Perez. Jan 21 is the 
day for a fun celebration for Miguel Ovalle. 
Deena Delarosa and Elissa Nandin cele-
brate a birthday Jan. 22.

 FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Jan. 16: Rachel Perez, Heidi 
Ferguson, Troy Merkal, Samesia Bass-
Hamlett, Kimberly Dann-Mandy, Dana 
Willis and Lisa Pennington; Friday, 
Jan. 17: Scott Greene, Tiffany Juarez, 
Donald Adams, Katherine Macias, Carla 
Parker, Jodie Lawson and Kevin Jasso; 
Saturday, Jan. 18: Charlie Boldt, Theria 
Malone, Lynn Carnes, Dwight Baker 
and Theresa Touchette; Sunday, Jan. 19: 
Janet Thompson, Lisa Gates, Grace Lazo, 
and Brenda Mahoney; Monday, Jan. 20: 
Jeremiah Orsak, Stephanie Johnson, Mary 
Belz and Mark Roden; Tuesday, Jan. 21: 
Traci Fort, Kim Saucedo, Karen Harlan, 
Connie Birmingham and Lisa Allen-Bragg; 
and Wednesday, Jan. 22: Amber Estrada, 
Shad Taylor and Mitchal Nordstrom

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements of anniversaries, 
vacations and graduations to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publi-
cation. For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends 
Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

Joycelyn Webster.
Moore Elementary

 Jan. 19 is the day for a party for Sandra 
Rodriguez and Marisol Salazar.

South Belt Elementary
Jan. 19 is the day for a fun celebration for 
Linh Moore. Mallory Stephens celebrates a 
birthday Jan. 20. 

Stuchbery Elementary
Blow out the candles Jan. 19 for Charlene 
Provence.

Fred Roberts Middle School
 Give a birthday shoutout Jan. 22 to Julie 
Lanham.

Melillo Middle School
 Send a humorous birthday card Jan. 20 to 
Denise Martinez.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Remember Irene Flores on Jan. 16 with a 
special birthday wish. Send a festive birthday 
greeting to Amber Estrada Jan. 22.

Thompson Intermediate
 Lauren Soto and Telma Triana celebrate a 
birthday Jan. 19. A double-fun day is planned 
Jan. 22 for Alyssa Rosas and Leticia San-
chez.

Dobie High
 Celebrating a birthday Jan. 16 is Jessy 
George. Jan. 17 is the day for a party for 
Fiorella Morin and Deborah Scheffer.Light 
the birthday candles Jan. 18 for Remi Yusuf. 

Melillo Middle School 
collected nonperish-
able food items and un-
wrapped toys to donate 
to the South Belt Lead-
er food and toy drive. 
NEHS group members 
dropped off the items 
collected to the Leader. 
Pictured, left to right, 
are (front row) read-
ing instructional coach 
Megan Medina, Daniel 
Patterson Jr., Mahim 
Alexander, Usman Al-
eem, Claudette Reyna, 
(middle row) Leonardo 
Segovia, Ba Tram, Vin-
cent Nguyen, (back row) 
Camila Fernandez and 
Mikaela Portillo.

Melillo delivers to South Belt Leader toy drive

Pictured, left to right, are (front row) Camila Fernandez, Paulette 
Jimenez, Neveah Flores, Emma Villa, Leonardo Segovia, Maximus 
Ochoa, Ba Tram, Victor Hernandez, Nathan Chavez, Quan Nguyen, 
(middle row) Usman Aleem, Mikaela Portillo, Soraya Shah, princi-
pal Jennifer Sauceda, Camila Licon, Tyler Ragin, Zayan Jafri, Mae 

Green, Claudette Reyna, Benedict Duncan, Dannie Nguyen, (back 
row) Vincent Nguyen, math instructional coach Michelle Rush, read-
ing instructional coach Megan Medina, Roselyn Ramirez, Austine 
Arce, Ava Ahmad, Daniel Patterson Jr., Jorge Sanchez, Mahim Alex-
ander and Andrew Duong.  Photos by Nicole Rodriguez

These students were chosen as Fred Roberts Middle 
School Aviators for November and December for 
being self-directed learners. They set goals, actively 
engage in the learning process, evaluate their own 
learning, and they work well independently, as well 

Fred Roberts announces Aviators of the month

as in a group setting. Pictured from left to right, are 
counselor Crissy Higham, sixth-grader Torrie Can-
iff, fi fth-graders Khoi Nguyen, Maria Martinez and 
counselor Mike Evans.
 Photo by Alexis Vega

Melillo collected a large amount of goods for their food 
and toy drive. Shown above is the class that collected the 
most amount of items. Pictured, left to right, are (front 
row) Alexia Lozano, Benjamin Pham, Jose Rodriguez, 
(middle row) Kevin Vo, Rogelio Palomino, Isaac Espinoza, 

Melillo students lead food, toy drive

Raul Jimenez, Barsam Shirkhani, Han Tran, Miah Nolas-
co, Jaqueline Pham, Angie Sanchez, (back row) Genesis 
Martinez, Fernando Valdez Castillo, Emma Nguyen, Sofi a 
Contreras, Nahomi De la Fuente, Gabriela Gomez, Liam 
Montoya, Kayli Salinas and teacher Lauren Sanchez.

Atkinson collects toys for annual toy drive

Atkinson Elementary School collected a total of 208 toys 
from Dec. 2 to Dec. 17. Shown above is the fourth grade 
class that donated the most amount of toys. Pictured, left 
to right, are (front row) Edmundo Martinez, Dang Doan, 
Olivia Guzman, Jonah Lopez, Annabel Vasquez. (middle 
row) Desiree Vazquez, Elijah Moya, Julian Peralta, Joce-
lynn Limas, Zayden Urrabazo. (back row) Nancy Vazquez, 
Anehli Martinez, Hayle Delgado, Kyree Pipkins, Andrew 
Araujo, Harmony Galloway, Teresa Guerrero, Sophia 
Castillo, Emma Valadez, Olivia Lanza. Not pictured are 
Kaitlynn Hill, Nikko Cepeda and Sofi a Campos-Morales. 
The total toys the class collected are shown at left.
 Photo by Andrea Luna

Stuart places in 
academic decathlon

Clear Brook Speech 
and Debate team 
president and senior 
Gregory Stuart ven-
tured out solo after 
the holiday break to 
the 50th anniversary 
of the Winston Chur-
chill High School 
speech and debate 
tournament in San 
Antonio to work on 
his Extemp and Stu-
dent Congress skills 
as he looks forward to 
the team’s upcoming 
state meet in March. While he did well in Student Con-
gress, he just missed the break but found his greatest 
success in Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking.
After beginning his fi rst round with the topic “Does 
California Need to Ban Resettlement in Fire Prone 
Areas?” and then competing in two more preliminary 
rounds, he found himself situated in a grueling semi-
fi nals round before fi nally seeing his name dropped 
from the rafters on a fi nals posting. His fi nal topic for 
the meet was “What Viable Approaches Can the U.S. 
Pursue to Help Workers Shift from Fossil Fuel Em-
ployment to New Industries?” In this fi nal round with 
a panel of fi ve judges, he walked away fi fth place with 
ranks of 1, 4, 4, 5 and 5 from the panel, besting 30 other 
competitors who began the meet with him in prelims 
on Friday, Jan. 10.
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 2/9/25.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

USA Karate - Now serving East Pearland
Licensed after school program
Homework assistance

Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
School-age Program 
(Kindergarten and Up)

We pick up from CCISD, Pasadena ISD, and  
Pearland ISD Schools

ENROLL TODAY
Ask about our 
Introductory 
Specials

Join our martial arts family today!

Ferguson sets 100 back record

Dobie volleyball’s Ortiz to join Richland

Dobie varsity volleyball standout libero and Class 
of 2025 senior Hope Ortiz has signed a letter of 
intent to join National Junior College Athletic 
Association DIII volleyball power Dallas Col-
lege Richland as part of head coach Grace Wells’ 
eight-player haul for the 2025 recruiting cycle. 

Ortiz, an honorable mention All-District selec-
tion for her play on the court in 2024 as well as 
an All-Academic Team honoree, will join a Dallas 
Richland program that finished ninth in the NJ-
CAA Division III poll and was second in the 2024 
Dallas Athletic Conference standings.

Lutheran South Academy swimming legend Lau-
ren Ferguson added to her legacy this season as 
she became the program record holder in the 100 
back, delivering a time of 1 minute, 2.24 seconds 
at the HYCA Texas Interscholastic Swimming 
Coaches Association meet Jan. 6.

SBYSC registration is online;
 The South Belt Youth Soccer Club is offering ear-
ly registration for the spring season through Jan. 19, 
with U4 through U20 age divisions available to play-
ers at southbeltsoccer.org. Regular registration prices 
begin Jan. 20. 

 Players in the U4 through U8 divisions will pay 
$85, while the fee is $95 for the U9 through U12 
divisions. The fee is $105 for the U13 through U20 
divisions. 

 The fee includes a uniform shirt, socks and shorts 
while families must provide cleats, shin guards and a 
soccer ball. Visit www.southbeltsoccer.org for addi-
tional details.

 Practices will start second half of January, games 
for the older age groups will start in late February 
and in March for the younger age groups, games will 
be played through mid-May.

Dobie senior defensive end Aiden Sanchez (19) led the District 22-6A ranks with 
12 quarterback sacks and five forced fumbles as he proved to be a disruptive 
force for the Longhorns as they reached the postseason in 2024. While he is also 
a standout left-handed pitcher, Sanchez says his true love is football. Looking 
ahead, he hopes to have the opportunity to play both sports collegiately.

Sanchez proves worth as dual-sport star
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 Aiden Sanchez is in 
the midst of a high school 
senior season that he and 
many of his peers dream 
about. 
 Over the weekend, he 
collected the Dobie varsi-
ty football team’s Defen-
sive Most Valuable Player 
Award at the season-end-
ing banquet. 
 With 12.5 quarterback 
sacks to go with five 
forced fumbles over nine 
games, Sanchez was truly 
the type of game wrecker 
along the defensive front 

some during my football 
career, which has been 
frustrating, but I really do 
love football and would 
like the chance to play in 
college. 
 “Then again, I enjoy 
being a pitcher out there 
on the mound because you 
can control the pace of the 
game and the action. We’ll 
have to see how things go. 

Ideally, I would love the 
opportunity to play both 
sports, but we’ll just have 
to see how things play 
out.”
 For those on the outside 
looking in, it’s easy to un-
derstand the assumption 
that Sanchez is a standout 
pitcher looking to contin-
ue his baseball career at 
the college level. 
 That much is still a true, 
but the senior’s terrific 
season on the gridiron in 
2024 has perhaps provided 
other options in addition 
to the baseball diamond. 
 In today’s world, the 
NCAA transfer portal 
as well as the seemingly 
endless ability for current 
college athletes to name 
their price and/or school 
has made it much more 
difficult for high school 
graduates to navigate the 
recruiting scene.
 There are opportunities 
available for the five-star 
recruits for sure. For those 
like Sanchez who have put 
together a late run of suc-
cess, it may take a little bit 
longer for things to come 
together. 
 While Sanchez still

Continued on Page 8

ish out his baseball career 
with the Longhorns this 
spring and then head for 
San Jacinto College begin-
ning this fall, but his love 
of football could very well 
get in the way. 
 “I guess I really do 
consider myself a football 
player playing baseball,” 
Sanchez said. “I love foot-
ball. I have been injured 

they prepare for the 2025 
season. 
 Sanchez, who helped 
lead the Longhorns to a 
22-6A district champion-
ship in 2023, will again 
play a big role for Dobie 
as the district 22-6A line-
up of teams figures to be 
deeper than ever.
 It would make perfect 
sense for Sanchez to fin-

that the Longhorns needed 
and they ultimately rallied 
with a game-10 win over 
Manvel to reach the post-
season. 
 Yet for as much suc-
cess as Sanchez has had 
on the football field, he 
for two seasons has been 
equally as impressive 
as a left-handed starting 
pitcher with the Long-
horns.  
 Verbally committed to 
attend San Jacinto College 
to play for the Ravens, 
Sanchez on Jan. 19 will 
begin preseason workouts 
with the Longhorns as 

Basketball programs shoot for postseason shot
 A Division II playoff 
seed all but secured, all 
the remains for the Clear 
Brook varsity girls’ bas-
ketball team is to go get 
the District 24-6A cham-
pionship. 
 The second half of 
league play began Jan. 
14 after press time as the 
Wolverines took on a 1-6 
Clear Springs team on the 
road. Clear Brook, tied 
with Dickinson and Clear 
Creek at 6-1 entering the 
final stretch run, will host 
the Gators Jan. 17 and 
then host Clear Creek Jan. 

the playoffs. 
 At 4-6, Dobie continues 
to put together a solid sea-
son in his time with South 
Houston for fifth place. 
Dobie is 11-15 overall and 
will look to close out the 
regular season strong in 
head coach Rachel Flores’ 
debut season. 
 Senior Ulani Davis and 

junior Audrey Volper con-
tinue to lead the way as the 
locals have been competi-
tive in every game. 
 The same goes for 
District 22-6A as far as 
the varsity boys are con-
cerned as Shadow Creek, 
Pearland, Manvel and Pas-
adena Memorial current-
ly hold the four playoff 

against Dickinson Jan. 17. 
The second half of district 
play figures to be much of 
the same as the battle for 
postseason berths will go 
down to the wire. 
 Head coach Nathan 
Janak has his Wolverines 
in great shape for now, 
and the locals will aim to 
continue their hot play as 
the season progresses. 
 The postseason qualifi-
ers are all but set in the 22- 
6A varsity girls’ ranks as 
Dawson, Pearland, Man-
vel and Shadow Creek are 
almost assured of reaching 

Clear Brook, the Wolver-
ines’ best course of action 
is to win out.
 While the Clear Brook 
girls are in terrific shape 
as far as the postseason is 
concerned, the Wolverine 
boys have also fashioned 
a quick start in league 
play with four wins and 
five overall games to sit in 
second place behind unde-
feated Clear Springs.  
 The Wolverines went 
up against the Chargers 
Jan. 13 after press time 
and will close out the 
first half of district play 

25 and a pair of games that 
will no doubt go a long 
way toward determining 
the eventual league cham-
pion. Deer Park was in 
fourth place at 4-3 after 
the first round ended.
 Should the current top 
four teams in the standings 
advance to the postseason, 
Dickinson and Deer Park 
would be seated in the 
Division 1 bracket, with 
Clear Brook and Clear 
Creek then headed to Di-
vision 2.
 Given Clear Creek’s 
47-41 first-round win over 

seeds, with South Houston 
just a game back at 4-4.  
 The Dobie varsity boys 
have won a pair of dis-
trict games within a very 
strong lineup of teams 
and, like the JFD  girls, 
will be looking to gain as 
much momentum as pos-
sible as the final stretch of 
games plays out.

Dobie junior Audrey Volper and her teammates were 4-6 for a fifth-place  tie in 
the standings thanks to solid play since the holiday break and are now focused 
on a strong finish to the regular season. 
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.

THE EXPERIENCE  
YOU NEED.  

THE NAME YOU TRUST.

281-464-SOLD (7653)

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  316 W. NASA PARKWAY

League City • 281-334-2175  2951 MARINA BAY DR. STE. 150
Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Lunch Specials
Dine in • To-Go • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials
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 The Leader’s Year In 
Review for 2024 contin-
ues.

May 2
 Atascocita advanced to 
the area round of the var-
sity softball playoffs at 
the expense of Dobie after 
defeating the Longhorns 
8-2 and 12-4 to sweep a 
best-of-three series April 
19-20.
 The Eagles won the 
series with a big closing 
stretch in the second and 
deciding game at San Ja-
cinto College South.  
 Breaking a 3-3 tie with 
a pair of runs in the top of 
the fifth inning, Atascoc-
ita added two runs in the 
sixth and five more in the 
seventh to finish off the se-
ries. 
 In the series opener 
April 19, the host Eagles 
used a seven-run second 
inning en route to the 8-2 
win. Dobie, which entered 
the postseason as the sec-
ond seed out of District 
22-6A, finished the season 
at 19-14. 
 It was all about chasing 
the gold as the Luther-
an South Academy track 
and field teams headed 
to the Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial 
Schools State Champion-
ships in Hewitt, Texas. 
 The Pioneer boys’ team 
headed to the champion-
ship finale as the South 
Regional team champion. 
 The Pioneers’ Wilson 
Klein was one of several 
gold-medal seeking ath-
letes heading to Waco as 
his regional clearance of 
15 feet, 7 inches en route 
to a regional gold medal 
was both a school and per-
sonal record for the senior. 
 A time of 3 minutes, 

27.25 seconds was good 
for a gold medal in the 
4x400 as Marcus Gaitan 
and Matthew Gaitan were 
joined by Corey Griffith 
and Case Noack in the 
event. 
 Matthew Gaitan posted 
a time of 4:19.91 as the 
regional gold medalist in 
the 1,600, with teammate 
Reid Toner fourth for a 
state berth at 4:24.74. A 
time of 42.20 also had 
Case Noack reaching state 
in the 300 hurdles. 
 Senior Makynna Rob-
bins was among LSA’s 
regional medalists as she 
was third in the shot with 
a toss of 37-1/4. Robbins 
also reached state in the 
discus with a fourth-place 
toss of 112-0. 
 Pioneers Alma Mar-
tin and Lanie Ward both 
cleared 10-0 in the pole 
vault, with Martin ulti-
mately second for a silver 
medal and Ward fourth. 
 Lutheran South’s 4x400 
relay squad closed the 
meet with a fourth-place 
time of 4:17.19 to advance 
to state as the group in-
cluded Robbins, Stoeckel, 
Lydia Ward and Mia Ful-
ton. 
 The Pioneers’ Cassidy 
Pfeiffer delivered a time 
of 49.90 for fourth place 
in the 300 hurdles to ad-
vance. It was LSA’s Lanie 
Ward third for a bronze 
medal in the 100 hurdles 
at 17.15, while Pfeiffer’s 
clocking of 17.18 was 
fourth-best for a state 
berth. 
 A time of 50.43 earned 
the Lutheran South girls’ 
4x100 relay squad fourth 
place and a state invita-
tion. The team included 
Emma Schepmann, Avery 

McPhail, Reed Brenner 
and Lauren Bonnecaze. 
 The Pioneer boys’ 
4x100 relay squad took 
the bronze medal for third 
place at 43.95.
 Lutheran South Acad-
emy, the defending Texas 
Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools 5A state 
girls’ team champions, be-
gan the 2024 postseason 
by winning the district 
championship with a sin-
gle-day team score of 359. 
 The Pioneers’ Addison 
Trahan fired an 82 for 
third place, with Emma 
Poffinbarger fourth with 
an 83 and Audra Poffin-
barger eighth with a 94.

May 9
 Dobie was set to take on 
defending 6A state finalist 
Pearland in an area round 
baseball playoff matchup 
after both programs swept 
past their opponents in the 
opening round as the state 
postseason opened. 
 The Longhorns reached 
the area round in consec-
utive seasons (2023-2024) 
after dispatching Summer 
Creek 10-4 in the opener 
May 3 at Summer Creek, 
then shut out the Bulldogs 
3-0 a day later at Maguire 
Field in Pasadena. 
 Pearland, the 23-6A 
champion, handed Clear 
Brook 6-2 and 4-0 defeats 
to advance, taking out the 
Wolverines in the opening 
round for a second straight 
season.
 The start of the series 
delayed a day, the Long-
horns and Bulldogs got go-
ing at Summer Creek May 
3 as junior righthander 
Cruz Torres was solid in 
his start for the locals.  
 With Torres allowing 
three hits and three earned 

runs over five innings, the 
offense came through with 
plenty of run support as 
A.J. Hernandez homered 
and tripled, driving in 
four runs. Juelz Martinez 
also homered, while Will 
Joiner III drove in a pair of 
runs and Isaiah Jones had 
three hits and scored three 
runs. 
 In the series clincher 
at Maguire, junior left-
hander Aiden Sanchez 
blanked the Bulldogs over 
six innings while scatter-
ing six hits, and Martinez 
earned the save as he fin-
ished it off in the top of the 
seventh inning. 
 Hernandez drove in 
a pair of runs, Joiner 
knocked in another and 
Martinez went 2 for 4 with 
a run scored. Summer 
Creek finished the regular 
season with a 14-17 re-
cord.
 In a final push for the 
ages, the Lutheran South 
Academy boys’ team 
captured the Texas Asso-
ciation of Private and Pa-
rochial Schools 5A State 
Track and Field Champi-
onship May 3-4 at Waco 
Midway High School. 
 The capper came as 
the Pioneers’ 4x400 relay 
squad took third place for 
a bronze medal and 12 
crucial team points in the 
meet’s final event, thereby 
posting 107 points to sur-
pass Fort Bend Christian 
(105.5) and Liberty Chris-
tian (102). 
 With a time of 3 min-
utes, 27.41 seconds, Case 
Noack, Corey Griffith, 
Matthew Gaitan and Mar-
cus Gaitan teamed for third 
place and a bronze medal 
in the 4x400 to bring the 
Pioneers the state title. 
 Matthew Gaitan was 
the 5A gold medalist at the 
800 distance at 1:57.06, 
and Marcus Gaitan’s time 
of 1:57.64 won him a 
silver medal for second 
place. A time of 2:00.14 
placed Jeremy Gaitan 
fifth. 
 Day-one field events 
proved to be equally valu-
able to Lutheran South as 
seniors Wilson Klein (pole 
vault) and Kris St. Clair 
(discus) won individu-
al state championships. 
Klein cleared 13 feet for 
his gold medal in the pole 
vault, while St. Clair won 
his gold with a discus 
throw of 142-3. LSA’s 
Cole Noack was sixth in 
the discus at 125- 0. St. 
Clair threw the shot 46-6 
for seventh in the shot. 
 Elsewhere in the run-
ning events, Matthew 
Gaitan claimed bronze in 
the 1,600 with a time of 
4:22.38. 
 A time of 4:22.95 
placed Lutheran South’s 
Reid Toner fourth in the 
event. A time of 1:31.24 
delivered by the team 
of Rhet Lavergne, Ben 
Hughes, Klein and Leb-
lanc brought fourth place 
in the 4x200 relay. In a 
time of 43.85, Klein, We-
ber, Leblanc and Hughes 
teamed for fifth in the 
4x100 relay. Jonah Weber 
missed out on a medal in 
the 200, but scored with 

his fourth-place clocking 
of 22.978, with teammate 
John Leblanc sixth in a 
time of 22.980. Hughes 
went 43-10 3/4 for fifth in 
the triple jump. and a time 
of 42.60 placed Case No-
ack was sixth in the 300 
hurdles. 

May 16
 Demond Stafford 
was out as Dobie High 
School’s varsity head foot-
ball coach after two sea-
sons after being approved 
for the same role at Spring 
Branch ISD’s Northbrook 
High School following 
school board approval 
May 6.
 Choccolocco Park in 
Oxford, Ala. was the host 
site for the NJCAA’s Divi-
sion I World Series, with 
Florida SouthWestern 
state bidding for a fourth 
straight crown and top-
ranked McLennan also 
aiming to win it all. 
 McLennan, 57-2 over-
all leading up to the series, 
earned the top seed at the 
World Series. Region 14 
postseason tournament 
champion Galveston was 
at the World Series for the 
first time since 2018 as the 
No. 7 seed. 
 The Whitecaps would 
take on No. 10 seed Wal-
lace State. San Jacinto 
College was back at the 
series for the third time in 
four seasons and drew the 
No. 12 seed. 
 The Ravens were led 
into the national champi-
onship tournament by star 
shortstop Arriana Wright, 
who was named the con-
ference and region Player 
of the Year for the second 
straight season. 
 Wright hit .500 with 
70 runs driven in, having 
delivered 27 doubles, 15 
home runs and 77 runs 
scored, all team bests by a 
wide margin.
 The Lutheran South 
Academy varsity girls’ 
golf team repeated as the 
Texas Association of Pri-
vate and Parochial Schools 
5A state tournament 
champions after posting a 
two-day total of 671 for a 
20-shot margin of victory. 
 Seniors Emma Poffin-
barger (80-77 for fifth 
place) and Addie Trahan 
(79-79 for sixth place) led 
the way at the Squaw Val-
ley Golf Club. Members of 
the team were Olivia Ri-
vas, Emma Poffinbarger, 
Audra Poffinbarger, Sofia 
Maxwell and Trahan. 
 Rivas, the Poffinbargers 
and Trahan were members 
of the 2023 state champi-
onship squad.

May 23
 Alyssa Jones of Dobie 
was named the Offensive 
Player of the Year in Dis-
trict 22-6A as she hit .435 
during her senior softball 
season with 12 runs batted 
in, seven extra-base hits 
and eight runs scored.  
 Jones, now a freshman 
collegiately at UT-Perm-
ian Basin, played in all of 
the Longhorns’ 33 games, 
helping the team a 19-14 
overall mark, including 
10-2 in league play.
 Chloe Nunez of Do-
bie was named the Utility 
Player of the Year in the 
district, while Persephone 
Soria was named the 
Rookie of the Year in the 
league.  
 In addition to Johnson, 
Viviana Fernandez, Va-
nessa De La Fuente and 
Natalie De Hoyos were 
named first team All-Dis-
trict performers.

May 30
 Justo Manrique, the ar-
chitect of the greatest era 
in Dobie boys’ soccer his-
tory, resigned as the Long-
horns’ head coach after 11 
seasons and is now in the 
same role at Cypress Fair-
banks ISD’s Bridgeland 
High School. 
 The Longhorns in 2024 
won the District 22-6A 
championship for the 10th 
consecutive season, which 
is one of the longest title 
runs in the Class 6A ranks 
regardless of sport during 
that time span.
 Lutheran South Acad-
emy Class of 2024 senior 
Kat Maldonado, now at 
Texas Southern Univer-
sity, was a Texas Associ-
ation of Private and Pa-
rochial Schools All-State 
first team honoree follow-
ing a standout senior sea-
son. 
 Two Lutheran South 
Academy players were 

honored as All-State sec-
ond team picks, including 
Addison Smith and Bri 
Collazo. 
 The Pioneers’ Lauren 
Brown was an All-State 
honorable mention pick. 
Brown, Collazo, Mal-
donado and Smith were 
first team All-District 
picks, while second team 
All-District choices in-
cluded Emily Bankson, 
Alex Garza and Jill White-
head. 
 The Pioneers’ All-Dis-
trict honorable mention 
honorees were Jadyn Mal-
donado and Ava Zamora. 
Brown and Collazo were 
also Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial 
Schools Academic All-
State honorees.
 San Jacinto College 
softball alumna Chris-
tin Haygood was named 
the NCAA Division II 
World Series Most Valu-
able Player after leading 
her UT-Tyler team to the 
national championship 
following a best-of-three 
series sweep of Western 
Washington May 25 in 
Longwood, Fla. 
 Haygood threw four 
complete games at the se-
ries, carrying a no-hitter 
into the sixth inning of the 
deciding game. 
 At 23-1 overall for her 
junior season, Haygood 
was dominant throughout 
2024 as UT-Tyler finished 
at 58-8. 
 In five total games at 
the World Series, UT-Ty-
ler outscored the opposi-
tion 30-5. Haygood was 
the Lone Star Conference 
Newcomer of the Year 
during the regular season.

June 6
 Danny Fitzmorris, a 
1999 Dobie graduate and 
football standout with the 
Sagemont Cowboys and 
later with the Longhorns, 
was approved May 28 as 
the schools’ varsity foot-
ball head coach and cam-
pus athletic coordinator.
 The former Sagemont 
Cowboy, Thompson Lion 
and then Dobie football 
player told the Leader his 
new role represented a 
dream come true in many 
ways, a full circle moment 
for sure and an opportuni-
ty he won’t take for grant-
ed. 
 “I’d like to of course 
extend my thanks to Dr. 
Jorly Thomas, Dr. Alyta 
Harrell and Dr. DeeAnn 
Powell for giving me this 
opportunity to lead a Do-
bie football program that 
means so much to me,” 
Fitzmorris said as part of 
a chat with the Leader.
 A pair of one-run loss-
es led to a short stay for 
the San Jacinto College 
softball program at the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association’s Di-
vision I Softball World Se-
ries, but all in all, the 2024 
season was another in a 
string of stellar runs for 
head coach Kelly Saenz’s 
program. 
 The Ravens reached the 
World Series for the third 
time in the span of four 
years. This time around, 
Temple walked off San 
Jacinto College 1-0 in the 
opening round with a sev-
enth-inning run. 
 The locals got a bril-
liant pitching performance 
from sophomore Kristina 
Nash in a 4-1 win over 
Iowa Western, but then 
fell from the tournament 
field following a 3-2 loss 
to Galveston College in 
a game pitting the Re-
gion 14 regular season 
co-champions. 
 With the loss came the 
end of the stellar two-
year career of sophomore 
shortstop Arriana Wright, 
who reset the standard for 
offensive players during 
her stay. 
 Wright, now at Grand 
Canyon University in 
Phoenix, Ariz., put togeth-
er the greatest two-year 
run in SJC program histo-
ry, and piled up the acco-
lades to prove it. 
 Wright was a two-
time All-Conference and 
All-Region Player of the 
Year and is the Ravens’ 
career leader in the major 
offensive categories with 
32 home runs and 144 
runs batted in.
 A total of 115 student 
athletes were celebrated 
during the 11th Annual 
Clear Creek ISD Scholar-
ship Luncheon in May for 

committing to play at the 
next level after graduation. 
 Sponsored by Hous-
ton Methodist Clear Lake 
Hospital, the event spot-
lighted students across the 
district’s five high schools 
who are now continuing 
their athletic journeys in 
13 different sports, rang-
ing from wrestling to foot-
ball. 
 “Continue to develop 
as a productive citizen 
through your work ethic, 
discipline and competi-
tion,” said CCISD Athletic 
Director Kirby Killing-
sworth during the ceremo-
ny. “Accept the idea that 
you deserve the right to be 
a champion. We are excit-
ed to watch your journey,” 
she added. 
 The graduating seniors 
also had the opportunity 
to listen to some words of 
wisdom by Clear Creek 
High School alumnus Sam 
Mathews. 
 He is a 2018 graduate 
who was named as Texas 
A&M’s 12th Man desig-
nee for the 2023 football 
season. 
 The Clear Brook High 
School Class of 2024 grad-
uates who signed National 
Letters of Intent to con-

tinue their education and 
collegiate playing careers 
included Jizzale Davis, 
University of Texas-Rio 
Grande Valley (track and 
field); Azayla Smith, 
University of Texas-Rio 
Grande Valley (track and 
field); Inayah Caldera, 
Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University (track and 
field); Maci Miller, Uni-
versity of Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff (volleyball); Kasey 
Oliver, Western Gulf Col-
lege (women’s basket-
ball); Shylien Brister, Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin 
(softball); Jaylon Owens, 
Louisiana Tech Universi-
ty (track and field); Zion 
Norl, Midland Univer-
sity (men’s basketball); 
Joseph Trevino, Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas 
(cross-country/track and 
field); Lily King, McLen-
nan Community College 
(softball); and Alyssa 
Terry, University of Tex-
as-Arlington (softball).

June 13
 Al Campo Sr., a cham-
pionship baseball player 
and coach – a man ad-
mired by his colleagues 
and beloved by those who 
played for him – passed 
away June 6 at age 84. 

 Campo was inducted 
into the Pasadena ISD 
Athletics Hall of Fame 
last March along with a 
legendary 2024 induction 
class. 
 A 1958 Pasadena High 
School graduate, Campo 
twice earned All-District 
honors in baseball and 
helped lead the Eagles to 
the state semifinals as a 
junior. He batted .410 that 
season. 
 He lettered three years 
playing shortstop for the 
University of Houston, 
compiling a .361 batting 
average his senior year. 
His coaching career was 
long and varied. 
 The pinnacle came in 
1985 when he coached 
Sam Rayburn’s varsity 
baseball team to the state 
championship game. In 
all, his Rayburn ball clubs 
captured three district ti-
tles. 
 Campo was named 
the All-Greater Houston 
Coach of the Year and 
was selected to coach the 
South squad All-Stars in 
the Texas High School 
Coaches All-Star Game. 
Campo first doubled up 
as a Texans’ assistant 

Continued on Page 8

2024 Year in Review: Players and their teams stand out

Clear Brook junior Kamryn McLaurin was the first Wolverine in program his-
tory to reach the 6A state high jump final.

The first-place San Jacinto College softball team, including freshman third 
baseman Madison Carr (12), shared the regular season conference champion-
ship with Galveston and eventually advanced to nationals for a third  time in 
four years.

The Lutheran South Academy boys’ 4x400 relay 
squad captured gold medals for winning the event 
at the Texas Association of Private and Parochial 

Schools 5A South Regional as, from left, Marcus 
Gaitan, Case Noack, Corey Griffin and Matthew 
Gaitan teamed.

Dobie’s A.J. Hernandez (right) drove in six runs in all in the Longhorns’ bidis-
trict baseball series win over the Summer Creek Bulldogs.



Looking to 
sell or lease 
your home?
Let us 
help 
you!

Place an ad in 
the South Belt-

Ellington 
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Real Estate 
section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-
5656
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Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP
WANTED

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

Advertise in the Leader

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United Methodist 
Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) 
or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832- 
293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time 
kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call Karen Hollon at 
713-472-0565 for appointment. Tours 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway, 
Pearland, or  at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 
for more information. Meets Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigi-
lance Group of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presby-
terian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com or https://nastuff.com/. Meets Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family members 
and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not 
alone, and discover choices available. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meets at 
CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
– All services are live and Zoom online. For 
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 
a.m. Saturday service, Judaism classes, fi lm 
series, and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://
www.shaarhashalom.org.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers 
a knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-
479-7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 a.m., 

Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, Book of 
Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m. 
and 10:15 a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. (in 
back of a medical/retail community). For de-
tails, call 281-479-7285 and leave a message, 
or stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at 
Life Church, 5125 Preston Ave. Pasadena, TX 
77505. Call 713-419-2635 for details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 20
Noon Ballroom Dancing – A ballroom dance 
group welcomes visitors every Wednesday to 
enjoy free dancing from noon to 3 p.m. at 
Hometown Heroes Park Ballroom, 1001 East 
League City Parkway, League City.   Everyone 
is welcome to enjoy dancing to a selection of 
CD music provided by DJ Neva Schroder and 
guest DJs. This weekly dance does not include 
lessons.  Free lessons are taught by Jerry 
Sanford at the same location on Mondays from 
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. While these opportunities are 
free and provided by volunteers, the park sys-
tem requires participants to register and get an 
activity card for all park activities. For more 
information about the activity card, ask at the 
front desk or call 281-554-1180.
5 p.m. - New Directions Singles Social 
Group is a singles group for those 55+. 
Meetings are the first and third Monday held 
in the community room at Maplewood 
Crossing, 600 Hobbs Road, League City. 
There will a potluck dinner and may include 
group activities. For further information, call 
Carol at 281-508-1663. See their Facebook 
page: New Directions Singles Social Group.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Join the fun and 
improve crossword skills. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion required. Email huff_reunion@juno.com 
for info.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – 
#0683 Friendswood chapter meets at Friend-
swood Methodist Church, 110 N. Friend-
swood Dr. in the educational  bldg., room 
201. For information, call Lynette Ringrose 
at 832-858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau at 713-
875-8820.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance 
Group, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway 
(FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com or 
https://nastuff.com/. Meets Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – St. Luke’s 
12-Step Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 
in the Education Bldg. in room 4, 11011 Hall 
Rd. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 
or Rita at 281-309-2801.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21

7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets virtu-
ally with the exception of the second and 
fourth Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at sehous-
ton.toastmastersclubs.org. In-person 
address 10500 Scarsdale Blvd. (SB Chamber 
of Commerce). Visit the website or call Karen 
Nunn at (832) 722-9061 for  information. 
7 p.m. Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civic 
Club – meets the third Tuesday of the month 
at 7900 Fuqua (inside Covenant of Faith Unit-
ed Methodist Church). No meeting in Decem-
ber. Contact Cathy@cheyder@sbcglobal.net 
or call 346-970-3507 for details.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill.” 
See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational senior 
citizen social group meeting at St. Bernadette 
Catholic Church, 15500 El Camino Real, in 
Clear Lake on the fi rst and third Wednesdays 
for a time fi lled with fun, fellowship, lending 
library with books and puzzles, coffee and 
bingo. The meetings are open to those ages 
55 and older, with no dues. Day trips and 
extended trips available. Deposits are now 
being taken for Poland. For details, call 
Marilyn at 713-444-6744.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – See Monday’s 
notice.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – See Friday’s 
notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill,” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. Hope Community United 
Methodist Church, 2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-
6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/
meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Check 
website for time and location https://pearlan
drotary.com/events/calendar or call 832- 
293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an 
old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 
Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for appoint-
ment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

LOPEZ
OVERHEAD 

DOORS
Residential & Commercial

New Garage Door Installation & Repair
24 Hour 

Emergency Service 713-953-1697

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 
required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

Big Edd’s
“When Excellence Counts”

Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since1979

Garage Door Problems?
Call

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB26543E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located 
at 9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 

Bidding will open (1/21/25 8 a.m.) and
Conclude (1/28/25 10 a.m.) 

Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the 
right to withdraw the property at any time before 
the sale. Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. 
Property includes the contents of spaces of the 

following tenants: 
Isaiah Hunt: furniture, antiques, surveyor 

instrument, tools and misc.
Ray Menifee: 1984 Lincoln (VIN: 

1MRBP97FXEY715800).
James L. Duderstadt: radiator, scrap metal, 

various appliances, furniture and misc. 

Notice of Public Sale
This property is being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Sale to be held online at www.bid13.com. 
Facility is Boat and Camper Storage, Inc. located at 

9021 Almeda Genoa Rd. Houston, TX, 77075. 
Bidding will open (1/28/25 8 a.m.) and

Conclude (2/4/25 10 a.m.) 
Cleanup deposit is required. Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw the property at any time before the sale. 
Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property in-
cludes the contents of spaces of the following tenants: 
Gary E. Pruett: metal, wood, lights, bowling ball 

and misc.
James L. Duderstadt: scrap metal, appliances, 

furniture and misc.
Genaro S. Rincon: tools, bike, big box TV and 

outdoor heater
Edward Foster: 1973 Buick 2D 

(VIN#4B17H3L109888).
Rhonda Williams: tires, shelves, refrigerator 

and misc.
Isaiah Hunt: trunk, toys, engine, furniture and 

misc.

The Handyman Can.
Fences (Wood or Chain link), 

Decks, Painting, Siding, Flooring, 
Shower Conversions, Granite & 

Laminate countertops
Work done right at the right price

Serving South Belt and surrounding areas.

713.701.7400

HIRE A HUSBAND
install doorbells, change light bulbs, hang curtains, 
assemble furniture, toilets, small jobs and odd jobs, 

any personal services.
The working ladies friend.

Call 409-245-1512

Adrian’s Trash Removal
We also do demolition and

pressure washing
Contact Adrian @ 713-501-0184

ESTATE SALE
10418 SAGEGLOW DR. 
Fri. & Sat., Jan. 17 & 18. 
Antiques, appliances, 
furniture, tools, a new 
moble scooter and lots of 
other great items. Cash 
Only!  1-16

FURNITURE
HILTON FURNITURE. 
Serving over 27 yrs. 
12100 Gulf Frwy., Hou., 
77034. Mattress clear-
ance - $99 twin mattress 
or $149 full mattress. 
Offering free delivery to 
the South Belt area. Call 
Today - 832-857-4881. 
 1-30

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 3-27
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. We also clean 
solar panels. Time for 
cleaning. Free Estimates!
 1-30
V.L. LAWN CARE & Tree 
Service. Lawn mowing, 
mulch, tree trimming & 

removal. Wood fences 
and pressure washing. 
Free estimatimes. 346-
577-3347. 1-30
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

SPRING LATE START 

CLASSES BEGIN 

JANUARY 27.

IT’S NOT

T OO LAT E!T OO LAT E!

REGISTER
TODAY!

An Equal Opportunity Institution

Continued from Page 6
football coach and later 
served as an assistant foot-
ball coach at South Hous-
ton High School. He was 
the Trojans’ head coach 
from 2001-2006. He was 
inducted in the Sam Ray-
burn Faculty Hall of Hon-
or in 2016.
 Several members of the 
2024 San Jacinto College 
softball team were rec-
ognized for their success 
off the field, and sopho-
more shortstop Arriana 
Wright (College Park 
High School) was select-
ed as a National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association and 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association 
All-American. 
 Twelve student-athletes 
were named to the Re-
gion XIV All-Academic 
team, including Wright 
and fellow sophomores 
Mia McLeer (Atascocita 
High School), Maggie Ev-
ans (Elkins High School), 
Kristina Nash (Woodville 
High School), Chloe Pe-
rez (Clear Springs High 
School), Kiren Diaz (Pas-
adena Memorial High 
School), Kylie Hernan-
dez (Bryan High School), 
Chloe Foster (Alvin High 
School); and freshmen 
Clarissa Ramirez (Do-
bie High School), Iliana 
Melendez (Clear Lake 
High School), Emma 
Pierce (Dayton High 
School), and Ashleigh 
Heiderscheit (Liberty 
Hill High School). NFCA 
All-American Scholar 
Athlete recognition went 
to Wright, Heiderscheit, 
Pierce, Melendez, Diaz, 
Nash, Hernandez, Evans 
and McLeer. 
 As a team, San Jacin-
to College maintained a 
3.338 GPA. “While win-
ning on the field is import-
ant, I am extremely proud 
of this team for what they 
accomplished off the 
field,” said head coach 
Kelly Saenz, who finished 
her 20th year at the helm 
of the program. 
 “We know that their 
academic preparation is 
going to take them far in 
their education after San 
Jac, and well past their 
softball careers, so I ap-
plaud the entire team for 
their focus and dedication 
to their academics.” 
 The Texas A&M Uni-
versity women’s team 
finished 10th nationally 
at the NCAA Division I 
Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships June 5-8 
at the University of Or-
egon in Eugene as Clear 
Brook graduate and cur-
rent Aggies’ sophomore 
Camryn Dickson chipped 
in on the finish. 
 Dickson and team-
mates Jaydan Wood, Jer-
maisha Arnold and Clear 
Falls High School gradu-
ate Kennedy Wade were 
eighth overall in a time 
of 3 minutes, 25.89 sec-
onds. Reaching the final 
earned the foursome a first 
team All-American desig-
nation. The Aggies were 
12th overall in the 4x100 
relay prelims in a time of 
43.54. 
 Individually, Dickson 
was 19th overall at 22.98 
in the 200 prelims and 
23rd with a clocking of 
11.40 in the 100 prelims.
 The Clear Creek ISD 
Athletics Hall of Honor 
has announced its 2024 
induction class as Clear 
Brook girls’ basketball 
great Chameka Scott and 
the school’s 1998 state 
championship girls’ track 
and field team were to be 
among those recognized.
 The 1998 Clear Brook 
4x400 relay squad set 
what was a state record 
at the time, grabbing the 
state championship team 

coaching staff at LSU.
July 18

 Clear Brook High 
School Class of 2024 
graduates Jaylon Owens 
and Josh Akinola were 
part of the H-Town Hur-
ricanes’ age 17-18 relay 
group that captured the sil-
ver medal in the Amateur 
Athletic Union’s National 
Track and Field Primary 
and Club Championships, 
clocking in at 40.95 sec-
onds out of Lane 5 to se-
cure the honor July 13 at 
the University of North 
Florida in Jacksonville, 
Fla. 
 The Brook duo was 
joined by Sincere Timp-
son and Jacorric Allen in 
the event. Owens, the Dis-
trict 24-6A gold medalist 
in both the 100 and 200 
last spring as a senior with 
the Wolverines, also won a 
silver medal in the 200 in 
Jacksonville at 21.21. 
 Lutheran South Acad-
emy’s Aniston Collins 
was selected to the USA 
Volleyball age 16 USA 
All-Tournament team after 
helping her Houston Sky-
line 16 Black club squad 
to a third place finish at 
the USAV Girls Junior 
National Championships 
at the Mandalay Bay Con-
vention Center in Las Ve-
gas. 
 Collins, who helped 
Lutheran South reach 
the Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial 
Schools 5A state tourna-
ment championship match 
in 2023 and subsequently 
earned a TAPPS All-Tour-
nament Team selection, 
had more than 775 assists 
as the team went 41-8 
overall. 

Carolina A&T Universi-
ty in Greensboro. Bolden 
won the discus at 162 feet, 
9 inches and tossed the 
shot 48-11 1/4.

July 11
 The Louisiana State 
University softball pro-
gram had six athletes 
recognized on the 2024 
Louisiana Sports Writers 
Association All-Louisiana 
College Softball Team, 
headlined by pitcher Syd-
ney Berzon, who was 
named LSWA 2024 Pitch-
er of the Year and secured 
her second consecutive 
first-team selection. 
 Joining Berzon on the 
first team were outfielder 
Ciara Briggs, utility pitch-
er Kelley Lynch and short-
stop 
 Taylor Pleasants, a 
Dobie High School grad-
uate. For the fourth con-
secutive year, Pleasants 
gained All-Louisiana first 
team status and is now the 
fourth LSU Tiger all-time 
to be a four-time All-Loui-
siana First Team selection, 
joining Sahvanna Jaquish 
(2014-2017), Bianka Bell 
(2013-2016) and Britni 
Sneed (1999- 2002). 
 Pleasants started a ca-
reer-high 61 games as a 
graduate senior in 2024 
and finished with 46 hits, 
including a team-best 10 
home runs and 46 RBIs.  
 Pleasants had three 
walk-off hits in 2024, in-
cluding two home runs 
over Boise State and No. 
11 Texas A&M. 
 Pleasants also led the 
team with 131 assists, had 
98 putouts, and helped 
turn 16 double plays from 
her shortstop spot. She is 
now a grad assistant on the 

baseball coach.” 
 Weaver came to San Jac 
from Blinn College, where 
he served as associate 
head coach for the previ-
ous two seasons. Weaver 
was part of a Blinn pro-
gram that went 47-17 in 
2024 en route to winning 
the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association 
national championship.

July 4
 Texas A&M sophomore 
sprinter Camryn Dickson 
punctuated her sophomore 
season by advancing to 
the semifinals in the 200 at 
the United States Olympic 
Trials last week at the Uni-
versity of Oregon. A Clear 
Brook High School grad-
uate, she also advanced to 
the NCAA Nationals ear-
lier in the summer in the 
4x400 relay.
 Clear Brook’s Patricia 
Barnes was one of several 
South Belt area summer 
track and field competi-
tors who qualified for the 
Amateur Athletic Union’s 
Junior Olympic Games. 
 Barnes competed na-
tionally in the 800 at 
the JO’s at North Caro-
lina A&T University in 
Greensboro. At the Re-
gion 17 Championships, 
Barnes qualified for na-
tionals as she was second 
in the 800 in a time of 2 
minutes, 26.57 seconds in 
the girls’ age 15-16 divi-
sion.
 Clear Brook student 
Darwin Bolden II of the 
Pearland Track Xpress 
was the discus gold med-
alist and silver medalist in 
the boys’ age 17-18 divi-
sion to reach the Amateur 
Athletic Union’s Junior 
Olympic Games at North 

award in the school’s final 
year within the Class 4A 
ranks. This was the second 
year of eligibility for Clear 
Brook athletes and the 
school’s programs, with 
Terri Hunter Bolden and 
Jennifer Gordon Womack 
honored as the Wolver-
ines’ first-ever inductees 
in 2023. 
 Scott, a girls’ basketball 
star who died in 2018 at 
the age of 33 from colon 
cancer complications, is 
one of the true greats in 
Clear Brook history, both 
on and off the court.

June 20
 Just in time for the start 
of a new 2-year realign-
ment cycle, the Universi-
ty Interscholastic League 
made a big change to its 
postseason format begin-
ning with the 2024-2025 
school year and surely 
continuing well into the 
future. 
 The UIL’s legislative 
council met June 11 to 
make decisions on pro-
posed rule changes in ac-
ademics, athletics, music 
and policy. 
 The legislative council 
passed an amendment to 
set forth split divisions in 
the postseason for volley-
ball, boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball, softball, boys’ and 
girls’ soccer and baseball. 
 This change to the cur-
rent playoff structure in 
the listed sports now al-
lows for split divisions in 
the postseason for Class 
2A through Class 6A vol-
leyball, softball and base-
ball programs, Class 4A 
through Class 6A boys’ 
and girls’ soccer programs 
and Class 1A through 
Class 6A boys’ and girls’ 
basketball programs.

June 27
 San Jacinto College 
named Eric Weaver as the 
next head coach of the Ra-
vens’ baseball team. “We 
are pleased to welcome 
Eric Weaver back to San 
Jacinto College, this time 
as head baseball coach,” 
said Dr. Allatia Harris, 
vice chancellor for strate-
gic initiatives at San Jacin-
to College. 
 “Eric has extensive 
coaching experience at 
the JUCO Division 1 lev-
el and maintains excellent 
contacts in the Houston 
region, which will serve 
our program well. “His 
focus on developing stu-
dent-athletes both on the 
field and in the classroom 
was among many things 
that stood out about Eric, 
and we look forward to 
supporting him as our next 

2024 Year In Review: Summer months

In 2024, the Dobie varsity baseball team defeated Summer Creek in the bidis-
trict playoff round as Aiden Sanchez threw six shutout innings in the series 
clincher at Maguire Field. He also went unbeaten in district play during the 
regular season.                                                                 Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Continued from Page 5
would love to play foot-
ball perhaps at the JUCO 
level, he does have the 
opportunity at San Jacin-
to College in hand and 
could very well wind up 
playing for the Ravens 
beginning next school 
year. 
 In the classroom, San-
chez says he plans to 
study kinesiology with 
the idea of becoming a 
physical therapist. 
 For now, he’s excit-
ed at to get out on the 
practice field with his 
teammates as the Long-
horn varsity baseball 
team is looking for-
ward to making a run 
at a third straight area 
around playoff berth and 
perhaps deeper into the 
postseason.
 The Longhorns won 
the district champion-
ship two seasons ago 
and advanced to the area 
round playoff round af-
ter defeating Beaumont 
West Brook in the post-
season.  A season ago, 
Dobie defeated Summer 
Creek in the bidistrict 
playoff round as Sanchez 
threw six shutout innings 
in the series clincher at 
Maguire Field. 
 The Longhorns ad-
vanced to the area round,  
where they fell to even-
tual Region III champion 
Pearland. 
 Sanchez has obvious-
ly played a huge role for 
the Dobie program over 
the previous two sea-
sons, and is looking for 
a  solid finish to his high 
school career. 
 “It’s going to be a 
little more difficult this 
year, but we want to 
make another run at a 

district championship,” 
Sanchez said. “I’m going 
to do everything I can to 
help us reach our goal. 
Whatever works out for 
me at the college level. 

myself. I’m very happy 
with the things the way 
things have gone to this 
point and now it’s all 
about trying to finish 
strong.”

I’m sure everything will 
fall into place. 
 “I’m just blessed to be 
in this position and to have 
the opportunity to make 
some big decisions for 

2024 Clear Creek ISD Hall of Fame inductee Chameka Scott attended Baylor 
University and was a member of the Bears’ 2005 NCAA National Champion-
ship team. During that season, Scott started 35 games, averaging eight points 
and four rebounds per game. Scott also had a brief stay in the WNBA, including 
the 2006 season with the Sacramento Monarchs. As a four-year varsity player 
at Clear Brook, she was a four-time fi rst team All-District selection and the 
league’s Most Valuable Player in 2002.

Dobie varsity football head coach Danny Fitzmor-
ris (left), is shown with his son, Thomas Fitzmorris, 
on the night he was Pasadena ISD board-approved 
to take over the Longhorns’ program. Fitzmorris, a 

former longtime Sagemont Cowboys’ youth player 
and then a Thompson Lion, is a 1999 Dobie grad-
uate. He guided the Longhorns to the postseason in 
2024.

Sanchez ready to lead JFD baseball 
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