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St. Frances pastor dies

The Rev. Frank T. Fabj, pastor of St. Fran-
ces Cabrini Catholic Church, died Jan. 5.
His obituary and information of the church’s
planned remembrance is on Page 2A.

Chamber gala set

The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of
Commerce will hold its 35th annual gala on
Friday, Feb. 8, at Golfcrest Country Club, lo-
cated in Green Tee. Cocktails will begin at 6
p-m. Dinner will follow. State Sen. Larry Tay-
lor will serve as guest speaker at the event. All
incoming chamber officers will also be sworn
in at the function. Sponsorships for the event
are available. For more information, contact
the chamber at 281-481-5516 or info@south
beltchamber.com.

Beltway closures planned

The eastbound and westbound U-turn lanes at
Beltway 8 and Beamer will be closed continu-
ously until Friday, Jan. 18.

The northbound and southbound U-turn
lanes at Beltway 8 and Genoa Red Bluff will
be closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through
Friday, Jan. 11.

At least one inside lane of the northbound
Beltway 8 frontage road at SH 3/0ld Galves-
ton Road will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. through Sunday, Jan. 13.

The northbound and southbound U-turn
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
day, Jan. 11.

The northbound and southbound U-turn
lanes at Beltway 8 and Preston will be closed
daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Friday,
Jan. 11.

The northbound and southbound U-turn
lanes at Beltway 8 and Fairmont Parkway will
be closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through
Friday, Jan. 11.

The southbound U-turn lane at Beltway
8 and Vista will be closed 7 am. to 5 p.m.
through Saturday, Feb. 2.

The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to
four lanes in each direction.

Prayer walk set for Jan. 12

School Prayer Walks USA will host a
prayer walk Saturday, Jan. 12, from 9 to 10
a.m., at Laura Bush Elementary School, lo-
cated at 9100 Blackhawk Blvd.

The community is welcome to join in
praying for the protection, peace and safety
of students and staff. For more information,
call 281-484-0901.

I-45 closures planned

There will be a total closure of the north-
bound frontage road of the Gulf Freeway from
NASA Road 1 to FM 518 through 5 a.m. Sun-
day, June 30.

The closure is associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway
from three to five lanes in each direction and
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in
each direction.

Free karate classes begin

The American Society of Karate will begin
its 2019 self-defense and martial arts classes
for teens and adults (ages 13-80) Friday, Jan.
18, at the Sagemont Park Community Center,
11507 Hughes Road.

The free one-hour classes will be held
weekly from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, email Michael. Alonzo@ASKXKarate.
com, call 281-788-5930 or arrive early at the
class.

Ellington e-recycling set

The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Jan. 12,
at the Neighborhood Recycling Center at El-
lington Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Recycling electronics keeps potential-
ly harmful materials, such as mercury, cad-
mium, lead and cathode ray tubes out of the
waste stream and the environment.

Items accepted are PCs, servers, key-
boards, mice, laptops, game consoles, moni-
tors, small kitchen appliances, memory chips,
hubs and routers, printers, copiers, scanners,
fax machines, projectors, rechargeable bat-
teries, cable boxes, car batteries, telephones,
cell phones, PDAs, tape drives, hard drives,
cords, cables, cameras and more.

The events take place the second Satur-
day monthly. For additional information, visit
www.houstonsolidwaste.org or call 3-1-1.

Toastmasters set open house

The Young Professionals Toastmasters SE
Club will host an open house Monday, Jan.
28, at the Parker Williams Library conference
room, on Scarsdale at Beamer, from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m.

The event will feature a presentation of the
history, programs and benefits of Toastmas-
ters International, an organization dedicated
to all who wish to improve communication
skills and leadership abilities. All ages, pro-
fessions and speaking abilities are welcome.
For more information, visit youngprofession
alstoastmasters.com or call Carolyn Carmi-
chael at 281-481-5032 (leave message).

Pipeline release near schools, wetlands, homes fixed

A pipeline leak was discovered and repaired
near Dobie High over the Christmas holidays.

No students were on campus at the time of the
incident. The source of the refined gasoline release
was quickly detected, and students returned to class
as scheduled on Wednesday, Jan. 9, without issue.

The release, which was located in the green

space in front of Dobie, was also near Moore El-
ementary and multiple area subdivisions, primarily
Clear Brook Meadows.

The problem was reported to the ExxonMobil
Pipeline Company at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 2.
Some teachers and nearby residents said they had
noticed a gasoline type odor for approximately a

Exxon lea gets attention

property and in the adjoining Clear Brook Meadows subdivision. The cause of the release has been
corrected and work continues around the ditch in Clear Brook Meadows.

BAHEP honors Commissioner Bush

Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush has
been selected the 2019 recipient of the Bay Area
Houston Economic Partnership’s prestigious 26th
annual Quasar Award.

The honor is presented each year by the leader-
ship of BAHEP to recognize an outstanding elected
official or business leader who has demonstrated a
strong and continual effort to support the business
foundations of the Greater Bay Area Houston com-
munities.

Bush is being recognized for his unwavering
support of the proposed coastal spine project.

“Commissioner Bush has become the notewor-
thy champion of the coastal barrier system,” said
South Belt resident and BAHEP President Bob
Mitchell. “His undiminished advocacy has been in-
strumental in moving the project forward. Due to
his vision, which is grounded in basic economics,
he has been named the 2019 recipient of BAHEP’s
prestigious 26th Annual Quasar Award.”

Bush was humbled by the honor and said others
also play a key role in the project’s success.

“The lives and security of the people of Texas
and the nation must be our highest priority,” Bush
said. “I am incredibly grateful to the Bay Area
Houston Economic Partnership for the Quasar
Award. I share this honor with many others who
have dedicated themselves to protecting the Bay
Area Houston region from the destruction caused
by storm surge. I have no doubt the efforts of the
General Land Office on the creation of a coast-
al barrier will continue until our goals are accom-
plished.”

Bush is steadfast in his opinion that the expense
of doing nothing far outweighs the investment to
protect and enhance the Texas coast, according to
a press release from BAHEP. For his unique lead-
ership and his willingness to promote this critical
project for Texas and the nation, Texas Land Com-
missioner George P. Bush is highly deserving of the
2019 Quasar Award, the release continued.

The Quasar Award Banquet will be held on Fri-
day, Jan. 25, at the South Shore Harbour Resort and
Conference Center in League City.

Leader looks back

The year in review is continued from the last
issue. Stories up to May 10 can be found in the
Dec. 27 edition of the Leader.

May 10

Longtime community member and optome-
trist Dr. B. J. Garner died unexpectedly Thurs-
day, May 3, at the age of 78. Originally from Bry-
an, Garner moved to the South Belt area during
its infancy and in 1976, opened Garner Vision
Center on Hughes Road near what would later
become Beltway 8. Garner’s involvement in the
community, however, went far beyond his med-
ical practice. He was a lifetime charter member
of the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce, where he served in many leadership roles
on its board of directors; he served six years on
the Pasadena Independent School District Board
of Trustees, partly presiding as its president; he
was a longtime member of Sagemont Church,
where he taught Sunday School and was a mem-
ber of the orchestra; he was a member of the U.S.
Air Force Reserve, where he served as a lieu-
tenant colonel; and he served as a local Republi-
can precinct judge and chairman. Garner and his
wife of 56 years, Laura Nell Sanders Garner, had
two daughters, Julie Ann and Jennifer Kay.

Results from the May 5 Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District Board of Trustees election
were calculated, with two of three incumbents
keeping their positions. In District 4, incum-
bent Page Rander handily defeated challenger
Jeff Larson, receiving 61.9 percent of the vote to
Larsen’s 38.1 percent of the vote. District 5 in-
cumbent Jay Cunningham edged out challengers
Michelle Moore and Yvonne Tibai. Cunningham
received 43.86 percent of the vote, while Moore
received 24.29 percent, and Tibai received 31.85
percent. In the contest for the At-Large Position
A seat, incumbent Charles Pond was defeated by
challenger Jennifer Broddle, who received 53.21
percent to Pond’s 30.85 percent. At-Large Posi-
tion A challenger Jake Berry received 15.95 per-

cent of the vote.
May 17

The Aspen Institute for Community College
Excellence once again named San Jac College
one of 10 finalists for the prestigious 2019 Aspen
Prize for Community College Excellence, the
nation’s preeminent recognition of high achieve-
ment and performance in America’s communi-
ty colleges. Awarded every two years since 2011
by the Aspen Institute, a Washington, D.C.-based
educational and policy studies organization, the
prize recognizes institutions that achieve high
student outcomes, and improve those outcomes.
The Aspen Prize recognizes community colleges
with exceptional achievements in the following
four areas: student learning; certificate and de-
gree completion; employment and earnings rates
after graduation; and access for and success of
minority and low-income students.

May 24

A male student at Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate was arrested for bringing an unloaded gun
to school Wednesday, May 23. School officials
were alerted of the weapon by an anonymous tip
from a fellow student. The incident came fresh
on the heels of the recent school shooting in San-
ta Fe that killed 10 and wounded 13 others.

A woman was robbed Wednesday, May 23,
while she was in the drive-thru pharmacy line
at the H-E-B on Blackhawk and Beltway 8. The
female victim was sitting in her vehicle when
someone in another car allegedly pulled up be-
side her, smashed out her window and took her
purse. The woman said her Bible was also sto-
len during the incident. The victim had reported-
ly just come from the bank, where she had made
a cash withdrawal. Investigators believe she may
have been followed to the pharmacy. The suspect
was merely described as a man wearing a hood-
ie. No immediate arrests were made.

The Pasadena Independent School District
Board of Trustees approved relocating Thomp-

month, but an official complaint wasn’t logged
with the company until inspectors with the Pasa-
dena Independent School District determined the
smell was related to the underground pipeline.

ExxonMobil crews were quick to respond to the
incident, promptly shutting down the pipeline, and
isolating the affected segment.

Immediately after being notified of the event,
ExxonMobil officials erected a makeshift emer-
gency response headquarters in the Dobie parking
lot. More than one hundred ExxonMobil employ-
ees and contractors have been part of the response
since the incident was first reported.

Operating out of a series of trailers, crew mem-
bers worked around the clock to make the neces-
sary repairs. The affected pipeline segment was
replaced and affected soil removed from the area.

Company officials described the problem as a
“pinhole leak” located about 7 feet below ground.
The damaged pipeline is more than 60 years old and
far predates both the schools and nearby homes.

The pipeline, known as the San Antonio Pipe-
line — or SAPL — runs from Baytown to a South
Houston terminal and then to San Antonio. It is one
of three pipelines located on the property, but only
two are currently active.

Residents in the immediate area were notified of
the incident by ExxonMobil personnel.

Air quality monitoring has been in place at mul-
tiple locations in the surrounding community since
shortly after the incident was reported. Monitoring
data indicates levels that are either non-detect or
below occupational exposure limits.

Workers will continue to monitor air quality in
selected areas for several weeks, possibly months.
Some areas, including an adjacent ditch, will re-
quire more stringent testing, as they are located in
protected wetlands.

The leak does not affect any drinking water in
the area.

ExxonMobil has hired the Center for Toxicol-

ogy and Environmental Health (CTEH), an inde-
pendent firm to monitor air quality and is paying
for Pasadena ISD to also hire a third-party environ-
mental company to compare findings.

The pipeline company has pledged to continue
working 24 hours a day until the issue draws to a
safe conclusion.

“The safety of the surrounding community,
the students and faculty, and the protection of the
environment, is our top priority,” Johnita Jones,
ExxonMobil Pipeline Company, vice president of
operations, shared in a statement. “We are commit-
ted to operating in a safe and responsible manner.
We are working closely with school officials and
continue to coordinate with appropriate agencies at
the federal, state and local level on our response.”

Robo calls from the PISD went out to both Do-
bie and Moore parents notifying them of the event.

Before it was decided the students would return
to school on Wednesday, air testing inside Moore
and Dobie was conducted and all test results came
back with “non-detect” for chemicals of concern.

“The pipeline has been repaired and cleanup
operations are nearly complete,” Dobie Principal
Franklin Moses said on the message. “The district
and ExxonMobil are continually monitoring the en-
vironmental impact on the campus and surrounding
area and will do so for the next month. ExxonMo-
bil and district air quality test results indicate that
there is no danger to students and faculty inside the
school. The same applies to areas accessible to stu-
dents. ExxonMobil will continue to have personnel
on site for the duration of post-repair monitoring.”

Residents with any questions or concerns are
urged to call the ExxonMobil hotline at 855-300-
2660.

“We are conducting a full investigation to un-
derstand the cause of the release. We wish to thank
local emergency responders and the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District for their help and efforts,”
added Jones.

HPD investigates Jan. S auto fatality

Houston police are investigating a fatal crash
that took place in the 9000 block of Clearwood
around 2 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 5.

The identity of the deceased male victim, 21, is
pending verification by the Harris County Institute
of Forensic Sciences. According to police, the vic-
tim was a passenger in a black Chevrolet Silverado

traveling west on Clearwood when the vehicle left
the roadway and struck a tree. Paramedics trans-
ported the victim to Clear Lake Regional Medical
Center, where he was pronounced deceased.
A male believed to be the driver of the Chevrolet
was transported to Ben Taub General Hospital.
The investigation was ongoing at press time.

Police officers injured in area crash

A suspect was arrested and charged in the crash
that seriously injured two Houston Police officers
in the 10100 block of Telephone Road around
12:05 a.m. Monday, Dec. 24. The suspect, Cesar
Collazo, 23, is charged with two counts of failure
to stop and render aid and two counts of intoxica-
tion assault with serious bodily injury on a public
servant in the 228th State District Court.

Collazo is accused in the crash that required
the hospitalization of HPD officers J. Daily and
A. Reid. Reid was treated and released on Tues-
day, Dec. 25. Daily remains hospitalized in stable
condition. Both Daily and Reid are assigned to the
Southeast Patrol Division, and both were sworn in
as HPD officers in October 2017.

According to police, officers Daily and Reid

were responding to an “assist the officer” call and
were traveling north in the area with lights and si-
rens activated in a marked patrol vehicle, a black
Chevrolet Tahoe.

Collazo was driving on Telephone in a tan Lin-
coln Navigator south when he failed to yield the
right of way to an emergency vehicle and made a
left turn into an apartment complex lot. The patrol
vehicle struck the Navigator, causing the Tahoe to
roll over onto a parked brown GMC Acadia. The
Tahoe caught fire with Daily and Reid inside. Both
received major injuries (burns) and were transport-
ed to Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital prior
to being transferred to Memorial Hermann Hospital
in the Texas Medical Center. Collazo fled the scene
on foot but was soon arrested without incident.

on 2018 highlights

son Intermediate to a new campus that is to be
built near the Riverstone Ranch subdivision on
a piece of property already owned by the school
district.

The land was originally to be used for an 11th
PISD intermediate campus, but other options

were evaluated after Thompson suffered ex-
tensive damage during Hurricane Harvey. Fol-
lowing the historic storm, Thompson students
were temporarily housed at Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate for five months, while school officials

Continued to Page 6A
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Thompson robotics places 4th in world
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As in past years, South Belt area students continue to excel in many areas. The Thompson
robotics team, the RoboLions, excelled at the VEX World Championships, held in Louis-
ville, Ky., placing fourth of 400 teams from all over the world in programming skills. Un-
der the leadership of Naoreen Shafi, the team accomplished this feat, despite being dis-
placed from their campus for several months due to Hurricane Harvey. Team members
shown above are, left to right, (first row) RJ Schreier, Dominic Alanis, Benson Cubos,
Raul Diaz, Billy Junkin, (second row) Grace Nguyen, Janelle Barreiro, Jade Cabrera,
Jacob Hernandez, Matthew Collins and Jeremiah Palma.

Photo submitted
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In My Opinion

Verden thanks all who
donated to program

The blessings of Christmas come in
many different forms. The Christmas Star
shown bright for everyone to see it. It in-
troduced the lowly shepherds and the
royal wise men to the manger where the
world’s greatest gift was given.

In this season the Christmas Star has
shown again through the businesses
and community of the South-Belt area.
Countless families experienced the “Light
of Christmas” because of the generosity
of this Community.

In this very special season, the South-
Belt Community’s generosity has shown
as bright as the Christmas Star for count-
less families within our community. As
toys, electronics, sports equipment, fro-
zen turkeys and food were given away
the Christmas Light illuminated hope into
families who otherwise would not have
had a great celebration. One such family
of 5 felt the love of this community when
we came alongside them and supplied
personal gifts and necessary food to
meet their holiday needs.

One of these family members is a Vet-
eran who battles a rare blood cancer, but
because of the generosity of the commu-
nity their holiday was a little brighter. Sev-
eral single-mother’s families who did not
know how they would afford presents and
food were given the Christmas Light and
their needs were met. After losing her
home during Hurricane Harvey then los-
ing her father, this wonderful South-Belt
Community rallied to her side and provid-
ed gifts that illuminated her hope in the
giving spirit of the community. This gen-
erosity came from individuals, business
leaders, and area schools. Everyone’s lit-
tle bit made a huge difference that will be
remembered for a lifetime.

The purpose of this letter is to say
THANK YOU to the countless givers who
may never have their names in lights but
have definitely given the “Christmas Light”
to those in need in our own community. |
pray that your hearts will always be willing
to give so that others will receive the very
best South-Belt has to offer!

Tim Verden, M.Ed.
Atkinson Elementary
Counselor/Parent Coordinator

Arp expresses thanks
to neighbors, friends

Our hearts are full of gratitude when
we say many thanks to our friends and
Sagemont neighbors for all of the nu-
merous acts of kindness and sympathy:
food, flowers, cards, visits and kind words
spoken to our family regarding the recent
passing of a wonderful mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother Patricia
Ann Arp.

We are especially grateful for the dis-
patchers, officers, firefighters, and emer-

gency medical technicians who risk their
lives to provide safety and medical atten-
tion to our community. Thank you for all of
your hard work and bravery. David Arp
Publisher’s note: Sadly, David lost his
mother in a fire that occurred in Sagemont
Christmas morning.  — Marie Flickinger

Turner prays blessing;
grateful for gifts, food

| wanted to give thanks to you. | am
truly blessed and grateful for your gener-
osity. Thank you for the gifts and the food.

| pray blessings on your families.
Sharon Turner

Porter praises Leader
for helping family

South Belt Leader has been the angel
to me and my family. | received assistance
from them originally years ago when my
mother and grandmother was alive about
6 or 7 yrs ago. My mother spoke highly
of the staff that she shared her intimate
experience with as a 9/11 victim. Since
then | lost my mom and grandmother and
a lot has changed. As original New York-
ers with no family in the state, South Belt
Leader is the only resource reach for us
at this time of need. | thank the Leader for
being there for my family. = Shay Porter

Wrights appreciate
Good Samaritan

| am writing to let you know about a
Good Samaritan that helped us on New
Year’s Day, January 1, 2019. We were
traveling from Sagemont to Pearland
when we thought we might have a flat tire.
We pulled off into an entrance of High-
land Glen subdivision. A man driving a
pick up pulled up and asked if we needed
any help. We told him we had a flat tire.
He told us to stay put and he would be
right back to help. He arrived again shortly.
Upon getting out of his truck, he said, “I'm
an Aggie, | hope that’s okay.” Of course it
was, as one grandson has already grad-
uated from A&M and another is a Soph-
omore there now. His name is Wes (and
for his privacy we won't give out his last
name). Although, we will never forget
him!! He had a portable tire compressor,
started filling the tire and then he handed
us a sack that had 2 bottles of Coke and
2 bottles of water that his wife had sent for
us. He got our tire filled and we told him
that we would drive straight to Discount
Tire. Wes informed us that they weren’t
open because of it being New Years Day,
as he had tried to call them when he had
gone back home. Wes really took care of
us on that day. He wouldn’t accept any-
thing from us but a big thank you. Which,
of course, we gladly gave him, along with
a hug!! To us, Wes is the true epitome of a
Good Samaritan.

Jim and Dee Wright
Former Sagemont residents

Local library events set

Bracewell Branch Library
The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
Thursday, Jan. 10, 12:15 — 7:45 p.m. Citizenship class. Registration is required.
Thursday, Jan. 10, 6:30 p.m. Spanish computer class
Monday, Jan. 14, 12:15 — 7:45 p.m. Citizenship class. Preregistration is required.
Tuesday, Jan. 15, 12:15 — 7:45 p.m. Citizenship class. Preregistration is required.
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 12:15 — 7:45 p.m. Citizenship class. Preregistration is required.
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 10:30 a.m. Toddler storytime
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Basics; 4:30 p.m. Basic

PowerPoint
Regularly scheduled every week:

Monday through Wednesday: 10:15 a.m.- 5:45 p.m. Citizenship class by appointment only.

For more information, call the library at 832-393-2580.

Bracewell hours this week are: Thursday, noon — 8 p.m.; Friday, 1 — 5 p.m.; Saturday, 1 — 5 p.m.;
Sunday, closed; Monday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.

Parker Williams Library

The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.

Thursday, Jan. 10, 10:30 a.m. Computer Basics: Free online classes. The new year is a great
time to take a computer class to increase skill for work, gain understanding of a topic or learn a new
language. Many free classes are available online at the library website or on the internet, through
universities and other sources. Participants will practice navigating the internet to learn about these

classes and register for one.

Thursday, Jan. 10, 5 p.m. Music and Rhythm with Mr. John, for ages 3 and older. Meet in the
library community room to learn different beats and length of notes from instructor Mr. John.

Wednesday, Jan. 16, 5 p.m. STEM time: Growing Crystals, for ages 8 and older. Meet in the
library community room to learn how snowflakes are formed during crystallization. Participants

can grow some crystals of their own.

Below are the programs that occur every week, unless the library is closed:
Tuesday, Babytime lapsit, 10:30 a.m. For babies 0 to 18 months, featuring a mother-baby lapsit

time with fingerplays, songs and playtime.

Wednesday, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, features stories,

songs, fingerplays and a craft.

‘Wednesday, 2 — 3 p.m.: Basic computer classes (Vietnamese). Learn mouse, keyboarding, basic
internet skills and more at this weekly class in Vietnamese. Registration is requested.
Thursday, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime features

stories, songs, fingerplays and bubbles.

Saturday, Vietnamese learning time, for adults and children ages 8 and older. Classes begin at 9
am., 10 am., 11:15 am., 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. It’s the new year and a great time to take a class to
help with a skill for work, gain understanding of a topic or learn a language. There are many free
classes available online at the library website or on the internet, through universities or other sourc-
es. Practice navigating the internet to learn about these, or sign up for one. For more information

on these programs, speak with Loc Bui.

For more information on all events, call the library at 281-484-2036.
Library hours this week are: Thursday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 — 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. —
5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 — 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, 10 a.m. -9

p.m.

! |
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low with two locations to
better serve our-community.

Publisher’s Opinion

Leader speaks on leak

We have very little space for a publisher’s opinion, so this
will be brief. But | must mention the great work done by a cou-
ple of groups that highly benefited South Belt this past week.

The Exxon leak could have been a real problem for nearly
4,000 students in Dobie and Moore schools. (See related story
Page 1A.) Due to the conscientious work of Principal Frank-
lin Moses and Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn Powell of Pasadena
ISD, and her helpers, the safety of the students was top priority
and all problems were averted. The Exxon people working with
the problem also must be commended. They worked 24-7 to
ensure safety of the community. The full job is not yet complet-
ed, but they are commended for their high tech, efficient work
done so far. If they finish the job as efficiently as they have

done so far, it will be great. Thanks to all.

—Marie Flickinger

Elected officials share
their words

District

E News

By Council Member Dave Martin

As we head into 2019,
we look forward to the
many exciting things tak-
ing place in Houston. The
Legislative  Session  will
begin shortly, and the Dis-
trict E office will be actively
watching and participating
in the legislative process;
we look forward to creat-
ing relationships with newly
elected officials to continue
advancement of key Har-
vey recovery projects while
planning for future flood risk
reduction; and of course,
we will continue to pursue
much needed infrastructure
and drainage improvements
within the council district.

In 2019, the City of
Houston is tasked with im-
plementing Proposition B.
Mayor Sylvester Turner has
asked that |, as Chair of the
City’s Budget and Fiscal
Affairs Committee, host a
Special Called BFA meeting
this month. The sole pur-
pose of the meeting will be
to discuss how the City will
implement Proposition B. In
addition to tackling Proposi-

Trautman

Dr. Diane Trautman took
the oath of office early Tues-
day morning, Jan. 1, lawful-
ly becoming the county clerk
and chief election officer of
the third largest county in the
nation, home to more than 4.6
million people.

Trautman, the first repre-
sentative of the Democratic
Party to hold the position in
more than two decades, is a na-
tive Houstonian with vast ex-
perience in the public and pri-
vate sector and the first county
clerk to hold a doctoral degree.
She has pledged to inaugurate

tion B, the District E office
has begun planning our an-
nual Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP) town hall meet-
ings.

Please save the date for
the following meeting:
Southeast Houston/Clear

Lake

Tuesday, March 19, 6:30
to 8 p.m., Space Center
Houston, Special, Events
Building, 1601 NASA Park-
way, Houston, Texas 77058.

Members of the public
are invited to attend to hear
from various city depart-
ments as well as commu-
nity representatives about
ongoing projects, issues
and community news relat-
ed to District E. Information
on confirmed speakers will
be provided in next month’s
newsletter, stay tuned for
updates.

| wish each of you a very
Happy New Year and know
2019 has great things in
store for the city and the
council district. As always,
please contact my office if
we can assist in any way.

takes oath

anew voting era by conducting
transparent, trustworthy, effi-
cient and secure elections that
ensure every citizen has equal
access to the voting process.
As county clerk, Traut-
man’s responsibilities  will
also include maintaining the
records of Commissioners
Court, the probate courts, and
the county civil courts at Law,
as well as recording vital doc-
uments such as property re-
cords, marriage licenses, as-
sumed name certificates, birth
records, death records, and no-
tices of government meetings.

Garcia makes history

Joined by many support-
ers, friends, and colleagues,
Congresswoman Sylvia Gar-
cia made history on Jan. 3,
when she was sworn in as one
of the first two Latinas ever to
represent the state of Texas in
the U.S. Congress.

“Today is a significant,
historic moment for the peo-
ple of the Texas 29th Con-
gressional District, partic-
ularly Texas’ Latinas,” said
Garcia. “Never before has

there been a Latino voice and
representation in Houston
delegation. I look forward to
working with my colleagues
to find solutions to the chal-
lenges facing our country and
our community.

“I thank Congressman
Gene Green for his years of
service and look forward to
building on his proud legacy
of fighting for every person
in the 29th District and the
Houston region.”

HCAD releases 2017
mass appraisal report

The Harris County Ap-
praisal District has released
its 2017 Disaster Mass Ap-
praisal Report to provide
information about the reap-
praisal of properties flooded
by Hurricane Harvey.

The report summarizes the
efforts expended and the re-
sults achieved in reappraising
the thousands of properties
damaged by Hurricane Har-
vey in August 2017 and is
intended to make the public
aware of the complexity of
assessing  disaster-damaged
properties in a major urban
area such as Harris County.
The report also satisfies the

281.991.0575

Niday - Fairmont Funeral Home
6777 Fairmont Pkwy. « Pasadena

Niday Funeral Home
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281.464.7200

Still family owned and operated, our exceptional service and affordability set us apart from other
funeral homes. The moment you sit down with us, you will feel and see the difference.
Niday Funeral Home services all cemeteries and offers a range of funeral and cremation options.

Planning in advance can be one of the most thoughtful decisions you
make for your family. Our plans are transferable should you move,
and we also accept most existing policies from other funeral homes.
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requirements of the Uniform
Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice for report-
ing mass appraisal results.

“HCAD is the largest ap-
praisal district in Texas with
a range of properties from
homes to office towers and
from strip centers to petro-
chemical complexes,” said
Roland Altinger, chief ap-
praiser. “We had 10 taxing
units request a disaster re-
appraisal and almost 50,000
residential, commercial and
business properties had to be
inspected in those jurisdic-
tions at the same time we were
doing our annual reappraisal
of all properties for 2018. No
other appraisal district that I
am aware of has ever had to do
what we accomplished, and I
am proud of all my staff who
put in extra time and effort to
make sure damaged properties
were valued correctly.”

The report is available on
the district’s website at www.
hcad.org under Appraisal
on the top tool bar, then un-
der Reports > 2017 Disaster
Mass Appraisal Report or
through the following link
at  http://hcad.org/assets/up
loads/pdf/Reports/2017-Di
saster-Mass-Appraisal-Re
port.pdf.

Ballroom
dance set

Plan to start the New
Year dancing on Jan. 15, 7
to 10 p.m. at the Bay Area
Community Center 5002 E
NASA Pkwy., Seabrook, to
some smooth ballroom/Lat-
in music by DJ Pete Hoth.
There will be refreshments,
door prices and no alcohol.
The cost is $8 per person.

Deaths

Patricia
Ann Arp

Patricia Ann Arp, 83, of
Houston lost her life in a fire
at her home on the morning of
Dec. 25, 2018.

She was born in Houston
on March 18, 1935, to Robert
John Louvier Sr. and Blanche
(Farrell) Louvier,

Patricia was a very out-
going and charitable woman
who dedicated much time and
love to her family and to the
service of others. She was a
caregiver for many years and
an active member of the Cath-
olic Daughters of the Amer-
icas. Patricia also took pride
in regularly participating in an
annual sock campaign for sol-
diers.

She is survived by sons Da-
vid Arp and John Arp; daugh-
ter and son-in-law Deborah
and Patrick Watkins; sisters-
in-law Romilda Hunsucker
and Margaret Wier; grandson
Mathew Arp; granddaughters
Sarah Shannon and Laura
Bartlett; and great-grandchil-
dren Madison Shannon, Ka-
din Arp and Kylie Bartlett.

Patricia was preceded in
death by her parents; step-
mother Alice (Schambacher)
Louvier; husband Norbert
Arp; brother Robert Louvier
Jr.; and son Daniel Arp.

The family received friends
for visitation on Wednes-
day, Jan. 2, at Niday Funeral
Home, with the recitation of
the rosary. The funeral Mass
was celebrated on Thursday,
Jan. 3, at St. Luke the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church fol-
lowed by a Rite of Committal
at South Park Cemetery. A
reception at St. Luke’s social
hall followed the services.

John Enrique
Salinas

.
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South Belt resident John
Enrique Salinas, 67, beloved

husband, father, grandfa-
ther, brother and uncle, died
Friday, Dec. 28, 2018, with
his loving wife Norma by
his side. After some strug-
gle he passed peacefully at
Memorial Hermann Hos-
pital, surrounded by all his
loved ones. John was born
Nov. 27, 1951, in Glendale,
Ariz. He served his country
in the Vietnam War and was
a disabled veteran of the
U.S. Marine Corps. He was
a kind man with a heart of
gold who loved his grand-
children more than anything
in this world.

John is survived by his
wife Norma Elia Salinas;
son John Salinas Jr.; daugh-
ter Gina Salinas; loving
grandchildren Mario Ro-
driguez, Sirena Rodriguez,
Fabian Rodriguez, John
Salinas III, Caleb Salinas;
and his brothers, sisters and
nieces.

He fought a good fight
and, although gone, he is
not forgotten by loved ones.

Visitation was Wednes-
day, Jan. 2 at Niday Funeral
Home - Beamer Chapel. The
funeral Mass was celebrated
on Thursday, Jan. 3 at St.
Pius V Catholic Church in
Pasadena. Burial followed
at South Park Cemetery in
Pearland.

Peggy Kent
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Peggy Kent was born Peg-
gy Ann Nelson in De Queen,
Ark. Feb. 9, 1942, and died

Jan. 5, 2019. She lived on
Peggy Lane in Houston.
Later, she moved to the
Sagemont subdivision where
she lived for many years.

The cozy two-bedroom
home is where she spent her
childhood. Peggy graduat-
ed from Galena Park High
School in 1960. Soon after
she met and married Jack
E. Belden and the couple
had three beautiful children,
Karen Marie (1964), Scott
Allen (1969), and Jayson
Wayne (1970). In 1977 Peg-
gy married Gary Kent, who
stayed by her side for more
than 41 years.

Peggy earned her real
estate licenses in 1975
and spent many years sell-
ing real estate in the Clear
Lake and surrounding ar-
eas, working for Red Car-
pet and Gary Greene. Later
she became a mortgage loan
officer and retired in 2011.
Peggy enjoyed gardening,
cooking, canning and bak-
ing, and loved to entertain.
Most of all, Peggy loved her
children, her grandchildren,
and her great-grandchil-
dren.

A Celebration of Life
service will be held Satur-
day, Jan. 12, at 11:30 a.m.
at First Baptist Church of
Seabrook, located at 1506
Bayport Blvd. (Hwy. 146)
in Seabrook.

Sheryl Anne
Taylor Scott

Sheryl “Nana” Anne Tay-
lor Scott, 74, was born Oct.
9, 1944, in Garden City,
Kan., and died peacefully at
her home surrounded by her
loved ones on Jan. 1, 2019.

She married John “Wal-
don” Scott on Oct. 25,
1980, in Houston and they
enjoyed 38 years together.
They were longtime resi-
dents of the South Belt area
for more than 35 years. Sher
loved playing Bunko, bowl-
ing (she was a longtime
secretary for many leagues,
including some which were
the largest in the city at
the time), Saturday night
poker parties at her home
and, of course, her family
and friends. Sher and Wal-
don hosted an annual New
Year’s Party at their home
which welcomed any and all
to bring in the new year. She
enjoyed trips to Las Vegas
for bowling and fun.

Working in the retail in-
dustry most of her life, she
become the area manager
for all the “Shelley’s Tall
Girls” in Houston. She en-
joyed watching her son
Shawn play football and
baseball, her son Jeff bowl
and her granddaughter
“Lexi” sing and act.

Sher enjoyed having peo-
ple in her home; she had a
knack for making everyone
feel like family — no mat-
ter what baggage one came
with. She could love un-
conditionally. Sher will be
missed by all who knew and
loved her.

She is preceded in death
by her mother Mary Amne
Telford and a favorite aunt
and uncle, Rozada and Phil
Daniels. She is survived by
her husband; sons Shawn
Perez and Jeff Scott; and
granddaughter Alexia Perez.

Marion
Elizabeth Emery

Marion Elizabeth “Liz”
Emery, 75, loving wife,
mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother, died
Monday, Nov. 19, 2018, in
Houston. She was a resident
of Sagemont from 1964 to
1980.

Liz was the daughter of
the late Carl Ferguson and
Marion Ferguson and was
born on May 29, 1943, in
Sylvania, Ga. Liz traveled
the world due to her fa-
ther’s military duty in the

U.S. Army and met the love
of her life, Bob Emery in
Huntsville, Ala.

She was united in holy
matrimony to Robert Lew-
is Emery on Aug. 17, 1963.
This union was blessed with
two children. Both children
graduated from J. Frank Do-
bie High School.

Liz was the consummate
mother, wife and artist. Her
affinity for family activ-
ities, friendly gatherings
and life itself provided an
abundance of cherished mo-
ments, much laughter and a
sense of warmth.

As a mother, she provid-
ed a foundation of love and
nurturing throughout her
family’s lives. As a wife,
Liz gave her heart and soul
to Bob as he gave his to her.
As an artist, possessing ex-
traordinary creativity, she
painted in various medi-
ums, fashioned a holiday
house wonderland, designed
and made exquisite fami-
ly clothes, and created cu-
linary meals which always
made family meals special.

Liz had many friends
through the Friendswood
and  Sagemont  bridge
groups, Eat-Out Group and
Sagemont Garden Club. She
also served as a board mem-
ber of the Friendswood His-
torical Society, member of
the Friends- wood Fine Arts
committee and volunteer
driver for the Lighthouse for
the Blind.

Liz was preceded in
death by her husband, par-
ents and great-grandson
Castor Reid.

Her beautiful life will
forever be cherished in the
lives of her son Mark Em-
ery and wife Melissa of
Huntsville, Ala.; daughter
Leslie Emery Perryman and
husband Jeff of Houston;
grandchildren Alexis Reid,
Samantha Reid, Miles Em-
ery and Marissa Emery;
brother-in-law Joe Michael
Emery of Santa Fe, N.M.;
sisters-in-law  Gay Emery
of Sun Valley, Idaho, and
Kim Emery of Rogers, Ark.;
and a host of devoted niec-
es, nephews, cousins and
friends.

The family is apprecia-
tive to all who gave wonder-
ful care to Liz in her final
days including the staff at
Atria Westchase and Hos-
pice Plus.

A celebration of her life
will be held Saturday, Jan.
12, at 11:30 a.m. at Friends-
wood Friends Church, 502
S. Friendswood Drive, 281-
482-7821, with visitation
starting at 10 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests contribu-
tions be made to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association in tribute
to Elizabeth Emery at http://
act.alz.org/site/TR/Events/
Tributes-AlzheimersCham
pions?pxfid=527040&fr_
id=1060&pg=fund.

William Richard
“Rick’ White I1

William Richard “Rick”
White II, 64, of Pearland, died
peacefully at home with family
by his side on Dec. 27, 2018,
after a courageous battle with
cancer. Rick was born in Hous-
ton Feb. 15, 1954, to William
and Evelyn White.

Rick graduated from Dobie
high school in 1972 and short-
ly thereafter married Catherine
Denise “Cathy” White. Rick
was raised around, and had
an affinity for, motorsports in-
cluding car, boat and motorcy-
cle racing. These passions led
to a 40-year career in the auto-
motive tool business, including
the last 25 years with Cornwell
Tools.

Rick spent many of his ear-
ly years racing motocross with
lifelong friend Frank Harris.
He hung up the boots and hel-
met after the birth of his sons
and transitioned to spending
many years coaching Little
League, Pony/Colt and Amer-
ica Legion baseball teams. He
helped coach the high school
American Legion baseball
team of his oldest son, Jeff, to a
Texas state championship.

After  “retiring”  from
coaching, Rick transitioned to
proud grandparent and took a
seat outside the fence watching
his grandkids play sports.

Rick was preceded in death
by his parents. Rick is sur-
vived by his wife of 44 years;
sons Jeff, Jason, Adam and
wife Lindsey; grandchildren
Jordan, Dylan, Caden, Colin,
Blake and Paige White; sisters
Diann White and Dori Hicks;

brother Nick White; nephew
Kris White; niece and neph-
ew Chrissy White and Darrell
Beadle; and nephews Grant
and Zach White.

The family is appreciative
to all who gave care and sup-
port during Rick’s battle with
cancer, especially the staffs at
Methodist Hospital, Houston
Hospice and Cornwell Tools.

The memorial service cel-
ebrating Rick’s life was held
Monday, Dec. 31, at Niday Fu-
neral Home.

Rev. Frank
Thomas Fabj

———
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The Rev. Frank Thomas

Fabj, 70, known for his de-
votion to Catholic education
and to Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, died Saturday, Jan. 5,
2019.

He was preceded in death
by his loving parents Robert
Fabj and Florence Maceo
Fabj and his brother-in-law
Bill Newkirk.

He is survived by his
loving sister LeLe Fabj
Newkirk; his aunt Concetta
Maceo Arena; and numerous
cousins.

The Rev. Fabj was born
on Galveston Island on Sept.
22, 1948, and was a student
in the Galveston Catholic
School System. His fam-
ily and closest childhood
friends were keenly aware
that, from an early age, his
one and only desire was
to become a priest. He re-
alized his dream on May
12, 1984, when he was or-
dained to the priesthood at
Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral
in Houston by Bishop John
L. Morkovsky.

He served as a priest for
34 years and was extreme-
ly proud that he was able
to lead the congregation of
Sacred Heart in Galveston,
the church in which he was
raised and his family attend-
ed.

His most recent assign-
ment was serving the com-
munity of St. Frances Cabri-
ni in Houston. He saw this as
a blessing since his beloved
grandmother “Mama” Ka-
tie Maceo, who met Moth-
er Cabrini as a child, was a
source of inspiration for his
religious vocation.

The following quote was
taken from the program
used during the ordination
to the priesthood of the Rev.
Fabj: “The priest is not an
angel sent from heaven.
He is a man chosen from
among men, a member of
the church, a Christian. Re-
maining man and Christian,
he begins to speak to you the
word of God. This word is
not his own. No, he comes
to you because God has told
him to proclaim God’s word.
Perhaps he has not entirely
understood it himself. Per-
haps he adulterates it. But
he believes, and despite his
fears, he knows that he must
communicate God’s word to
you.”

A viewing will be held
at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in Galveston Thurs-
day, Jan. 10, from 5 to 6:30
p-m. The recitation of the ro-
sary will begin at 6:30 p.m.,
led by his lifelong friend the
Rev. Lee Flores.

A funeral Mass will be
celebrated at 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, Jan. 11, at Sacred Heart
followed by a private family
burial.

Donations may be made
to a favorite charity on be-
half of the Rev. Frank Thom-
as Fabj.

A novena will begin with
the celebration of the Mass
on Sunday, Jan. 13, at 7 p.m,
with a small reception to fol-
low. Each evening beginning
at 7 p.m. from Monday, Jan.
14, to Sunday, Jan. 20, there
will be the recitation of the
novena rosary.

In the Cabrini tradition,
inspired by Rev. Fabj, the
novena will end with the cel-
ebration of Mass on Mon-
day, Jan. 21, at 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by a small reception
and more food and fun.

Attendees are invited
to bring and share favorite
photos of Rev. Fabj. These
photos will not be returned,
so guests are encouraged to
make a copy. Those submit-
ting photos are asked that
they be no larger than 4 inch-
es by 6 inches.

Memory boards are being
created and will be on dis-
play for all to see.

For additional informa-
tion, call the office at 713-
946-5768.



Cornyn’s push for federal prison reform
helps First Step Act clear U.S. Senate

The U.S. Senate passed a
major overhaul of the coun-
try's federal prison system
Tuesday, Dec. 18. The 87-12
vote is likely to be the tough-
est hurdle for the legislation,
which is expected to easily
pass the U.S. House and be
signed into law by President
Donald Trump.

The First Step Act’s aim
is to save on federal incarcer-
ation spending and prepare
inmates for re-entry into so-

ciety. It is among few piec-
es of legislation with wide
bipartisan backing in the
Trump era. But Republican
John Cornyn, Texas' senior
U.S. senator, has plugged
away at the issue, session af-
ter session, long before it was
in vogue. Its passage in the
upper chamber Tuesday will
be one of Cornyn's final votes
as the GOP Senate majority
whip, a powerful position he
terms out of in January.

Fellow Texas Republican,
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, also vot-
ed for the legislation.

Federal policy advocates
and Cornyn, a former state
attorney general and state su-
preme court justice, modeled
their approach at an overhaul
on former Texas Gov. Rick
Perry's efforts to reduce the
state's prison population.

“The foundation of this
legislation is based on the
successful prison reform ef-

forts in states like Texas,
Georgia, Rhode Island, and
other places, where we finally
realized that being smart on
crime is more important than
just being tough on crime,"
Cornyn said at a recent news
conference. "And by that, I
mean that people who go to
prison get out of prison, and
the question is: Are they go-
ing to be better prepared than
when they went in, when they
come out to meet the chal-

Bush students participate in

Students at Laura W. Bush Elementary recently had
the opportunity to participate in the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo Art Contest. Madison Lee, Leilani
Hernandez, Stephanie Ochoa and Isabelle Chavez were
selected to submit their work for judging in Pasadena

Independent School District’s districtwide competition.
These students’ art will be displayed in the administra-
tion building. Shown are, left to right, Lee, Hernandez,

Ochoa and Chavez.

art contest

Photo by Laura Ramsahai

Public Library creates Best
Book Lists eReading room

Libraries have long em-
braced the digital age and
are continually adding inno-
vations and conveniences to
service the members of their
community. As another ex-
ample, Harris County Pub-
lic Library has digitized the
concept of physical reading
rooms by creating a special-
ized eReading room of “Best
Book Lists” eBooks and au-
diobooks. This eReading
room features staff favor-
ites, monthly ‘What’s Pop-
ular’ eBook collections, and
the weekly New York Times
Bestseller List.

With a library card, Hous-
ton residents can browse
digital books sectioned off
from the rest of the catalog

with all searches filtered and
dedicated to these best book
lists. Readers can find this on
https://hcpl.overdrive.com/
library/bestbooks and on Lib-
by, the award-winning one-
tap reading app from Over-
Drive.

“As someone who works
in administration, we don’t
have many opportunities to
interact with patrons on a
day-to-day basis,” said Me-
gan LeMaster, Harris County
Public Library administrative
assistant. “This is a fun and
unique way to share my love
of reading with our custom-
ers, as well as showing them
that we don’t just work here,
we are HCPL customers as
well!”

Harris County Public Li-
brary’s digital collection of-
fers thousands of eBooks
and audiobooks in a variety
of genres for all ages. The
eReading room concept was
born from the existence of
physical spaces in libraries
that are designed specifical-
ly for special subjects, au-
diences and formats. Since
then, eReading rooms have
expanded to highlight mate-
rials with certain themes or
formats and for select age
levels. Within the Libby app,
eReading rooms are called
“guides” while the library’s
website refers to them as
“collections.”

Readers may browse Har-
ris County Public Library’s

Extension made for comments

The Galveston District,
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, in cooperation with the
non-Federal sponsor, Texas
General Land Office, is ex-
tending the public comment
period for 30 days for the
Coastal Texas Protection and
Restoration Study Draft Inte-
grated Feasibility Report and
Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

The comment period for
the Joint Notice of Avail-
ability for the Coastal Texas
Protection and Restoration
Study Draft Integrated Feasi-
bility Report and Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement
published in the Federal Reg-
ister on Friday, Oct. 26, 2018,
required comments be post-
marked on or before Jan. 9.
The comment period has been
extended to Feb. 8. For further
information, see the website at
http://coastalstudy.texas.gov.

About the study:
The U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers, in partnership
with the Texas General Land
Office, began an examination
in November 2015 of the fea-
sibility of constructing proj-
ects for coastal storm risk
management and ecosystem
restoration along the Tex-
as coast. The Coastal Texas
Protection and Restoration
Feasibility Study, also known
as the Coastal Texas Study,
will involve engineering,
economic and environmental
analyses on large-scale proj-
ects, which may be consid-
ered by Congress for authori-
zation and funding.

The study team encourag-
es full public participation to
promote open communica-
tion on the issues surround-
ing the study. In addition,
participation by federal, state
and local agencies, and oth-
er interested organizations is
encouraged.

One may participate in this
process by providing com-

ments for consideration by the
study team. Public involve-
ment is integral to assessing
the environmental conse-
quences of the proposed proj-
ect and improving the quality
of the environmental and fea-
sibility decision making.

Public comments can be
provided to:

USACE, Galveston Dis-
trict, Attn: Jennifer Morgan,
Environmental ~ Compliance
Branch, Regional Planning
and Environmental Center,
P.O. Box 1229, Galveston,
TX 77553-1229; or emailed
to CoastalTexas @usace.army.
mil. Comments must be post-
marked by Feb. 8.

To learn more about the
Coastal Texas study, visit
www.coastalstudy.texas.gov.

For more news and in-
formation, visit Facebook,
www.facebook.com/Gal
vestonDistrict, or follow on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/
USACEgalveston.

BAGS holds monthly dance

The Bay Area Singles Club Monthly Dance will be held Jan. 19 from 7 to 10 p.m. at
VFW Lodge, Post 6378, located at 5204 Highway 3 in Dickinson.
All singles in the area are invited to attend. Guests are encouraged to bring party

snacks to share.

The cost of the event is $8 for members and $10 for nonmembers. For more informa-
tion, call 832-483-3257 or 832-477-6778.

PARC invites all to January meeting

The community is invited to Pearland Area Republican Club’s meeting on Thursday,
Jan. 10 at the Pearland Church of Christ annex, located at 2217 N. Grand Blvd.

Naomi Narvaiz will be the special guest speaker and will discuss Texas values and how
they might be impacted by this year’s legislative session.

The doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting begins at 7 p.m. Plan to meet many of
the Pearland and Brazoria County elected officials and help keep Pearland and Brazoria
County red. Everyone is welcome.

HCMG announce upcoming events

The Harris County Master Gardeners has announced its upcoming events for January,

February and March.

The Harris County Master Gardeners Green Thumb Series “Preparing Garden Beds
and Lawns” will be held Thursday, Jan. 17, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Freeman Branch

Library, 16616 Diana Lane.

The Harris County Master Gardeners fruit tree plant sale will be held on Saturday, Feb.
23, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or until sellout at Campbell Hall, Pasadena Fairgrounds, 7600

Red Bluff Road in Pasadena.

The Harris County Master Gardeners tomato/pepper, herbs, vegetables and perennials
plant sale will be held Saturday, March 30, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or until sellout at Camp-
bell Hall on the Pasadena Fairgrounds.

All these events are free and open to the public. For more information, call 713-274-
0950 or visit hcmga.tamu.edu.

digital collection, instantly
borrow titles and start read-
ing or listening for free with
a valid library card. This ser-
vice is compatible with all
major computers and devic-
es, including iPhone, iPad,
Android devices, Windows
tablets, and Kindle (U.S. li-
braries). All titles will auto-
matically expire at the end of
the lending period and there
are no late fees. Readers can
also download titles onto Lib-
by for offline use.

To explore the library’s
eReading rooms of eBooks
and audiobooks, visit https:/
hepl.overdrive.com/ or down-
load Libby today from Apple,
Android and Windows app
stores.

lenges of living a lawful, or-
derly life?”

Criminal justice reform is
arare policy area that attracts
advocates from both ends of
the political spectrum. The
roots of the exploding Amer-
ican prison population came
about in the 1980s and 1990s,
when crime rates soared.
Elected officials and hopeful
officeholders found that pro-
jecting a "tough on crime"
image was a political winner,
and lawmakers at the state
and federal levels passed se-
vere mandatory sentencing
laws. That led to swelling
prison populations and mas-
sive penitentiary construc-
tion.

But the policies had mas-
sive social implications.

For many liberals, the dis-
proportionately higher rates
at which people of color were
incarcerated is unacceptable.
Meanwhile, many conser-
vatives began to grow wary
of the costs of incarcerating
prisoners serving sentenc-
es that, in retrospect, did not
match their crimes.

All 12 votes in opposition
came from Republicans. Be-
fore the vote, critics said they
feared the legislation will let
violent criminals back into
the public.

Cornyn's bill will require
the Department of Justice to
move low-risk inmates to less
expensive and less restrictive
confines, allow inmates to re-
duce their sentences if they
participate in programs de-
signed to reduce their risk of
reoffending, limit the use of
restraints on pregnant prison-
ers, work on reducing prison
rape, improve prison guard
training and enhance prisoner
preparation for re-entry into
society.

Outgoing U.S. House
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis-
consin, supports the bill. It
is expected to easily pass the
chamber he oversees in the
final days of this Congres-
sional term. Trump is also a
supporter, along with senior
White House adviser Jar-
ed Kushner, his influential
son-in-law. Kushner's father
served time in federal prison.
The presidential adviser often
visited his dad there.

After a Monday procedur-
al vote, U.S. Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell sin-
gled out Cornyn for credit in
a statement.

"Particular credit for this
belongs to Senator Cornyn,
who has carefully and im-
pressively balanced his role
as Majority Whip with his
own personal support for this
legislation," said the Ken-
tucky Republican. "His lead-
ership has benefited everyone
who shares his position and
would like to see this bill be-
come law, and he deserves
every bit of their gratitude.”

Carter

Grace and Abby Reed.

graduates

Zachery Hunter Carter, 2017 Dobie High School
graduate, graduated from Fort Jackson in South Car-
olina on Thursday, Nov. 15. He was made team leader
and earned expert marksmen while in basic training.
Proud parents are dad Jason Carter, stepmom Rebec-
ca Carter, sister Samantha Carter, brothers Joshua,
Johnny, Christian and Benjamin Carter and proud
parents mom Natalie Reed, stepdad Nick Reed, sisters
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Thompson honors students of the month
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er; Maddie Montes,

Thompson Intermediate had a November Students of the Shown are, left to right, Jordan Leahman, seventh-grad-

Month luncheon on Dec. 19. These students were nomi-
nated by their teachers for showing all around Lion Pride.

eighth-grader;
eighth-grader; and Stephen Wiggins, seventh-grader.

Travis Webb,

SJC honors DOW Chemical for donation

San Jacinto College held
a luncheon recently to honor
Dow Chemical for the com-
pany’s $250,000 donation
toward the upcoming Center
for Petrochemical, Energy,
and Technology.

Dow’s investment will en-
sure that training and educa-
tion curriculum in the Center
will align with the needs of
petrochemical manufacturing
employers. The Center will
open in fall 2019 and will be-
come the largest petrochemi-
cal training facility along the
Texas Gulf Coast.

San Jacinto College is a
primary source for new-hire
operators at Dow’s Deer Park
site. As an industry partner
and member of the College’s
Petrochemical Advisory

Council, Dow Deer Park has
hired 25 San Jacinto College

graduates as operators within
the last four years, a number
that represents 23 percent of
the site’s new-hire operators.
Three years ago, Dow also
established an apprenticeship
program at San Jacinto Col-
lege, which has resulted in
the hiring of process operators
and instrument technicians as
they complete the program.
“We expect to see a high-
er than normal level of retire-
ments over the next five plus
years; rebuilding our work-
force is critical at this time,”
said Jeff Garry, operations
director for Dow’s Houston
Hub. “The need to train and
adequately staff our assets
will continue to be a pressing
concern. As the labor market
becomes more competitive
for talent, we understand the
importance to attract and re-

tain highly skilled and edu-
cated workers.”

The 145,000-square-foot
Center for Petrochemical, En-
ergy, and Technology will be
a facility for industry, by in-
dustry, and house programs
and training labs in process
technology, instrumentation
and analyzer technology, elec-
trical, nondestructive testing,
and craft trades. The Center
will feature an 8,000-square-
foot exterior glycol process
unit to develop troubleshoot-
ing skills for entry, advanced
credit students, and incum-
bent workers. Additional fea-
tures will include the new-
est software programming,
equipment, and technology;
and conference, training, and
assembly spaces.

Dow will continue to serve
in an advisory capacity to en-

sure San Jacinto College of-
fers students and instructors
the latest technologies as well
as best-in-class safety and op-
erating practices. Dow will
also utilize the new facility
for special occasions for the
broader workforce as well.
“As a longtime supporter
of our students, Dow contin-
ues to play an instrumental
role in our workforce train-
ing pipeline,” said Jim Grif-
fin, senior vice president of
petrochemicals and energy at
San Jacinto College. “Their
latest contribution toward
the Center for Petrochemi-
cal, Energy, and Technolo-
gy is one of the many ways
Dow has donated time and
resources to supporting the
success of our students, and
in result, the region’s future
petrochemical workforce.”

poze 11-28-18

San Jacinto College held a luncheon recently to honor
Dow Chemical for its $250,000 donation. Present at the
luncheon were, left to right, Dr. Brenda Hellyer, chan-
cellor of San Jacinto College; Monty Heins, site leader
for Houston Operations for Dow; Ruth Keenan, execu-

é:m Jacinto College [$250,000

tive director of the San Jacinto College Foundation; Jeff
Garry, operations director for Dow’s Houston Hub and
Jim Griffin, senior vice president of petrochemicals and
energy at San Jacinto College.

Photo by Melissa Trevizo
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Morris students read to

On Dec. 14, Meador Elementary
pre-K students were very excited
to have a group of Morris Mid-
dle School students from their
Sprinkles of Kindness Club vis-
it and read Christmas stories to
them. Former Meador student
Mia Campos, now in sixth grade,
attended pre-K in that very class-
room and enjoyed visiting with her
former pre-K teacher and read-
ing to the younger kids. Shown
is Campos (left) reading to pre-K
students Nathaly Cortex (center)
and Yaritza Lopez. Shown below
are Meador students, left to right,
(first row) Duece Arias; Sophia
Carbajal; Keyla Zeledon; Mariah
ElKkins; Aylin Infante; Arwen Car-
dona; Waleska Palacios; Kaitlyn
Resendez; (second row) Krysten
Martinez; Kiera Jnlouis; Anthony
Dinh; Maria Vasquez; Campos;
Allison Lewallen, Morris prin-
cipal; Cynthia Stanaland, Mor-
ris peer facilitator; and Yvette

Meador PK students
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Verastegui breaks
cultural barriers

From the moment Edu-
ardo Verastegui stepped into
the production studio of the
Lewis Career and Techni-
cal High School, where he
has studied audio and video
production for the last four
years, it’s clear that the high
school senior is no stranger to
being in front of a camera.

Verastegui, an immigrant
from Mexico, has amassed
more than 314,000 follow-
ers on his YouTube channel
where he creates Spanish vid-
eos, documenting life in his
new country for an audience
who wants to know what life
in America is like.

“I try to share the posi-
tive things about this coun-
try because there is no need
to spread negativity on the
Internet,” said Verastegui. “It
makes me feel humbled and
honored to be able to share
my message, my story, my
thoughts and ideas with peo-
ple across the world.”

Verastegui learned at a
very early age that blending
into the crowd was never an
option for him, so instead, he
decided to stand out and in-
spire others, both in person
and online.

Born with distinctive fa-
cial features caused by Gold-
enhar Syndrome, a rare birth
defect that causes abnormal
development of his eye, ear
and spine, Verastegui has
dealt with questions about his
appearance throughout his
life.

“A lot of people ask me
about it, especially on the In-
ternet, which is where people
behind a screen feel more free
to ask questions or state their
opinions,” said Verastegui.
“T used to feel discouraged
about it but not anymore. I re-
alized that it's not something
that I should let affect me, my
mental state, my desire to be
a better person or from seek-
ing the future that I want.”

As he sits down in front
of the camera, his eyes burn
with passion and a smile
comes across his face. In per-
fect English, he asks techni-
cal questions about the in-
terview as the microphone is
attached to his navy blue vest.

It’s quite an accomplish-
ment considering that just
five years ago, when Veraste-
gui and his family moved to
the U.S. from Mexico, he
could barely say the word
“microphone” in English.

“T used to speak very little
English, just the basics. I had
to learn almost from scratch,”
said Verastegui.

Being an online content
creator and having a passion
for video, Verastegui turned
to the internet and commit-
ted time outside of class to
watching English videos, in

order to overcome the lan-
guage barrier.

“What better way to learn
the language than actually
hearing conversational En-
glish? It really helped me a
lot,” said Verastegui. “T've
also been practicing a lot in
school. I always aim to speak
as much English as I can with
my family and friends...I feel
like practice is what makes
you master anything you aim
to learn.”

Becoming fluent in En-
glish is something that Ver-
astegui placed a high priority
on because he hopes to pur-
sue a future career in Digital
Media and Communications.

Recently, that dream be-
came a little closer to reality
for him as he was condition-
ally accepted, pending his
high school graduation, to
Full Sail University in Orlan-
do, Florida.

“A lot of people consider
Full Sail University to be the
Harvard for AV (audio and
video) production,” said Ver-
astegui. “T am really positive
about this because I feel that
it has everything that I need
to be able to succeed in life.”

He credits the opportu-
nities he received at Lewis
Career and Technical High
School for helping him build
a foundation for a successful
future.

“Being able to attend
CTHS has given me constant
opportunities. It has helped
me get my foot in the door
to a lot of things that I prob-
ably wouldn't have been able
to achieve in another high
school,” said Verastegui. “I
feel like it has helped me in
filling my résumé with expe-
riences and seeing what the
industry actually looks like.”

Even with all his personal
successes and the obstacles
he has overcome, Eduardo
finds the most satisfaction
in being an inspiration and
delivering a message that is
meaningful to others.

“The best advice that I
could give to anyone who is
looking into pursuing a career
in audio and video production
would definitely be open to
learning new things,” said Ve-
rastegui. “That is something
that I always keep in mind be-
cause AV is a really extensive
branch, there is a lot of things
you can do. There is a lot of
competition in this industry
and it's something that you
have to be on the lookout for
and always learn new things
and pick up new technology.”

An immigrant, a YouTube
star and an inspiration, Ver-
astegui is anything but an av-
erage kid.

To view his YouTube vid-
eo, visit https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=pxWYj5_nqis.

Eduardo Verastegui, an immigrant from Mexico and
student at Lewis Career and Technical High School, has
amassed more than 314,000 followers on his YouTube
channel where he creates Spanish videos, documenting
life in his new country for an audience who wants to know
what life in America is like.

AARP holds January meeting

The AARP Webster Area Chapter 199 welcomes all to join
them at 10 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 18, at the Bay Area Commu-
nity Center, 5002 E. NASA Parkway, Seabrook. The group
meets in the large building with the blue roof inside Clear
Lake Park on the north side of NASA Parkway.

Everyone is invited to come to the meetings and to enjoy
coffee, cookies and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. before the meet-
ing starts at 10 a.m. Each month there is entertainment or a
speaker on various topics of interest to seniors. Some months

there is also a potluck Iunch.

On Friday, Jan. 18, The Veterans Administration is plan-
ning to speak to members and guests about its mission and
services to military veterans. They will speak at 10:30 a.m.
after the chapter business meeting ends.

There will be no potluck lunch at the Jan. 18 meeting.
The next day trip will be on Tuesday, Feb. 5, when the group
will tour the Painted Churches in the Schulenburg area. Lunch
will be at Oakridge Smokehouse Restaurant.

If anyone is interested in joining the group, annual dues
are $8 per year per person. However, one must be a member
of national AARP to join any local chapter. AARP Chapters
are separately incorporated affiliates of AARP. For more in-
formation, contact Beth Scully at 281-217-2409 or bethscul

ly57@gmail.com.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, KRISTEN!

Kristen Giles celebrates her 19th birthday
Jan. 13. Her parents, Tracy and Jim Giles,
grandparents Bobby and Ken Griffin, and

brothers Aaron and Cody, extend their best

wishes for a wonderful birthday. Kristen is a
2018 graduate from Dobie.
CARL VALIGURA ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY
On Sunday, Jan. 13, Carl Valigura cele-

brates a birthday. His wife, Frances, four chil-

dren, 13 grandchildren, great-granddaughters
and friends at the Leader wish him well on his

special day. Carl is well known to merchants

where he has delivered the Leader for many

ye

ars.
DR. JOHN MORGAN CELEBRATES

Greetings are sent to Dr. John Morgan,

senior pastor of Sagemont Church, from

friends and the Leader staff as he celebrates

a birthday Jan. 14.

SCHOOL DAZE

Jan. 10 is the day for a celebration for
Jesseca Adamek.

The following personnel of the Pasadena

Independent School District celebrate birth-
days Jan. 10 through Jan. 16.
Atkinson Elementary

Sing a happy birthday song to Sheri

Graham Jan. 11. Send a humorous birthday
greeting Jan. 13 to Idania Alvardo.
Burnett Elementary
Join in the birthday fun Jan. 10 with Kanika

Douglas, Breana Grullon and Viola Guerra.

Light the birthday candles on a double-lay-
er cake Jan. 14 for Jocelyn Chavez and

Nichellet Sherman.

Bush Elementary

Cynthia Covarrubias enjoys a birth-
day Jan. 11. The day for a party for Irma
Henriquez is Jan. 15.

Frazier Elementary

The day for a party for Alma Hernandez
is Jan. 13. Maria Lozano celebrates a happy
birthday Jan. 13. Cecilia Ramirez enjoys a
birthday Jan. 15.

Genoa Elementary

Light the birthday candles Jan. 16 for Luz
Salazar.

Meador Elementary

Enjoy a slice of a double-layer cake Jan. 11
with Tara Merida and Anne Hamilton.

South Belt Elementary

Send a birthday greeting Jan. 10 to Amy
Campos.

Melillo Middle School

Roberts Middle School

Sing a happy birthday song Jan. 12 to
Jennifer Sauceda. The day for a celebration
for Debbie McKelvey is Jan. 14.

Beverly Hills Intermediate

Send a birthday greeting Jan. 11 to Kacee
Peterson. Martha Garcia enjoys a birthday
Jan. 12. Remember Irene Flores on Jan. 16
with a special birthday wish.

Thompson Intermediate

Special birthday wishes are sent to Tiffany
Nelson Jan. 10. Melinda Harrison enjoys a

birthday Jan. 15.

Dobie High

Enjoying a birthday Jan. 10 is Camille
Calo Widaski. Jan. 11 is the day for a party

for Stacy Thomas. Send a birthday greeting
Jan. 13 to Audrena Soto. Light the birthday

candles Jan. 14 for Chrystal Limon and
Constance Ramos. Sing a happy birthday
song Jan. 15 to Neal Brownlee. Celebrating

a birthday Jan. 16 is Jessy George.
FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

The Leader sends happy birthday wishes

to friends who celebrate a birthday:
Thursday, Jan. 10: Jennifer Murillo, Roy

Gunter and Caron Cantu; Friday, Jan. 11: Kelly
Cavazos, Myles Barkman, Amy Villareal,

Kathleen Wenzel, Deirdre Davis and James

Mouton Jr; Saturday, Jan. 12: Rosalind Vela,

Troy Vessel, William Carpenter, Jose Pena,
Barry Francis and Tammy Overstreet; Sunday,

Jan. 13: Scott Langefeld, Claire Mules,
Gregden Martin,

Betty Shamblin, Jessica

Hynes, Joseph Farrias and Shane Poynter;

Monday, Jan. 14: Tracy Oliver, Laurie Lynn,
Tiffany Defreitas and Louis Casas; Tuesday,

Jan. 15: Denise Montano, Patrick Lesley,
Heather White, Cody Fountain and Barbara

Bennett-Northern; and Wednesday, Jan. 16:
Rachel Perez, Heidi Ferguson, Troy Merkal,
Samesia Bass-Hamlett,

Kimberly Dann-

Mandy, Dana Willis and Lisa Pennington.
LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

Email announcements to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line

by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Occidental Petroleum hires process technology students

Six San Jacinto College
process technology graduates
were recently hired by Oc-
cidental Petroleum, proving
they have the training it takes
to fill the skills gap in today’s
petrochemical industry.

A signing ceremony was
held to celebrate the gradu-
ates’ achievements of earning
their associate degrees and
being offered full-time posi-
tions with OXY. Occidental
Petroleum plays a key role on
the San Jacinto College Pet-
rochemical Advisory Coun-
cil, which ensures students

receive training in the skill-
sets requested by industry
employers.

“Here at San Jac, you have
a great group of students who
are receiving top-notch tech-
nical training, and who are
eager to find a career in our
industry,” said Jason Sevin,
director of strategic planning
with Occidental Petroleum.
“This hiring initiative is a real
opportunity to expand where
we find valuable people for
our workforce in the Permian
Basin.”

The process of recruiting

these San Jacinto College stu-
dents started in September,
when representatives from
OXY contacted Jeff Pearce,
career coordinator for the fu-
ture Center for Petrochemi-
cal, Energy, and Technology
set to open in the summer of
2019.

“I was thrilled when OXY
contacted me to set up in-
terviews with our students,”
said Pearce. “Being able to
provide our students direct
contact with the companies
they are looking to work for
is priceless.”

During the interview pro-
cess, OXY met with a group
of 100 students to introduce
them to the idea of the hir-
ing initiative. This meeting
led to interviews with 22 of
San Jacinto College’s process
technology students before
narrowing it down to the six
students who were offered
positions in November of this
year.

The students, Adrian
Boutte, Tracy Guerra, Jesse
Killen, Ruben Perez, Miguel
Ramos, and Joseph Ramirez
all see this as an opportunity
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Occidental Petroleum has hired six San Jacinto College students for
its facilities in the Permian Basin and celebrated with a signing event.
Present at the signing were, left to right, (first row) Ruben Perez, grad-
uate; Adrian Boutte, graduate; Tracy Guerra, graduate; Jesse Killen,
graduate; Joseph Ramirez, graduate; (back row) Jeff Pearce, career
coordinator; Joseph Zwiercan, department chair for petrochemical
and energy; James Ragaisis, dean of business and technology; Jim

dar Sphrit with Decidental,

)

graduate.

of a lifetime.

“I'm so lucky to be part
of this hiring initiative,” said
Ramirez. “When OXY first
came to speak with us we
were all excited. Shortly after
the first meeting, I was in an
interview and I was offered
the position. It has been such
a smooth transition.”

All six students were hired
for positions in the Permian
Basin region of West Texas.
This region is known as the
United States’ top oil produc-
ing region, generating 1 mil-
lion barrels of oil each day.

SAN JACINTO

COLLEGE

Your Goals. Your College.

Griffin, associate vice chancellor and senior vice president of the
Center for Petrochemical, Energy, and Technology; Van Wigginton,
provost of the San Jacinto College Central campus; Darryl Reeves,
Michael King and Greg Smith, process technology instructors; Kevin
Adams, p-tech program director and instructor and Steven Torres,
president of the student p-tech club. Not pictured is Miguel Ramos,

Photo by Melissa Trevizo

Remember When

40 years ago (1979)

Capt. Jim Woods, a mem-
ber of the Texas Air National
Guard 147th Fighter Inter-
ceptor Group, was presumed
dead after he apparently went
down with the F-101 he was
piloting.

Dr. Parker Williams,
vice president of San Jacin-
to College’s South campus,
received a check from Clint
Oglesbee of Houston to es-
tablish the campus’s first
scholarship fund.

35 years ago (1984)

Between 35 and 40 Pas-
adena Independent School
District facilities suffered
approximately $25,000 in
damage from broken pipes
caused by a freeze.

South Belt Security Alli-
ance handed over an 11-year-
old and an 8-year-old to their
parents after being caught
driving a brand new car be-
longing to the father of one
of the boys.

30 years ago (1989)

Emory Gadd, youth min-
ister at Sagemont Baptist
Church from 1971 to 1981,
returned in the same capac-
ity after a seven-year hiatus
during which he traveled as a
speaker.

Harris County Commis-
sioners Court approved an
agreement between Precinct
2 Constable Gary Freeman’s
office and the South Belt Se-
curity Alliance on a contract
basis to augment the group’s
existing forces.

25 years ago (1994)

One Dobie High School
student was arrested as the
investigation continued into
the local home invasions.

Scarsdale’s Denny
Wranich was awarded one

year free use of a brand-new
Corvette after posting one of
the top scores in the nation
in his section of the annual
Chevrolet Technician test.

20 years ago (1999)

The annual South Belt-El-
lington Chamber of Com-
merce banquet marked the
installation of Sagemead-
ow resident Jackie Wiess as
chamber president.

Gilbert Aguilar, longtime
Sagemont resident and re-
tired lieutenant commander
of the U.S. Coast Guard, was
recognized for his five years
of volunteer service at Dobie
High School.

15 years ago (2004)

An issue between the
Southeast Volunteer Fire
Department and Insurance
Services Office Inc. was
causing confusion over local

residents’ homeowners’ in-
surance premiums.
The Blackhawk Park foot-

ball fields, located at Fuqua
and Blackhawk, were van-
dalized.

Susan Blalock officially
assumed the principal’s job
at the Billie and Kathleen
Morris Fifth-Grade Center in
South Belt.

Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate School students Phuong
Tran, Khai Nguyen and
Shelby  Trahan received
commended  performance
awards for their perfect
TAKS scores. They had per-
fect scores on TAKS math
and reading tests in spring of
2003.

10 years ago (2009)

Brandon Nguyen was the
first baby born in 2009 at
Children’s Memorial Her-
mann Southeast, a service of
Memorial Hermann South-

east Hospital. Nguyen is the
son of South Belt residents
Chan Quach and Jim Nguy-
en. The baby was delivered
at 1:01 a.m., weighed in at 6
pounds and 3 ounces and was
19.5 inches in length.

Mary A. Cross, M.D.,
was elected chief of staff at
Memorial Hermann South-
east Hospital by her physi-
cian peers. She succeeded
Dr. Michael Warneke, who
served from Jan. 1, 2006, to
Dec. 31, 2008. In addition to
her position at the hospital,
Cross is also in private prac-
tice at Memorial Hermann
Medical Group in Pearland,
a physician-led subsidiary of
Memorial Hermann Health-
care System. A graduate of
Northwest Missouri  State
University, Cross received
her medical degree from the
University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia. After completing an
internship at the U.S. Public
Health Service Hospital in
New Orleans, Cross spent the
next four years with the fed-
eral government, assigned to
various locations throughout
the United States.

Highland Meadow res-
ident Homero Rosales Jr.
was killed when his car was
struck by another vehicle
fleeing from police in east
Houston. Houston police
were chasing Frank Anthony
Marron, 17, who was driving
a stolen black Ford F-350,
shortly before noon when he
sped through a yield sign at
South 79th and Elwood near
Harrisburg and smashed into
Rosales’ blue Ford Expedi-
tion, causing it to crash into
a tree. Rosales, 41, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.
Rosales’ passenger, Maurillo

Alvarado, 53, was injured
in the collision and taken to
Ben Taub General Hospital.
Marron was charged with
felony murder with bail set at
$100,000. He was already on
probation in the juvenile sys-
tem and had been convicted
of several crimes, including
car theft.

The Southbelt Dolphins
football team’s storage con-
tainer at Blackhawk Park
caught fire. The Houston Fire
Department was dispatched
to the scene, but the fire had
already been extinguished by
a park employee. According
to fire department officials,
the fire had spread from a
nearby dumpster. Arson was
not suspected. Almost all the
team’s equipment stored in
the container was destroyed,
including field equipment,
football equipment and drill
team equipment.

5 years ago (2014)

The Gulf Freeway at
Edgebrook was the site of
two separate fatal motorcycle
accidents. The first incident
occurred as Roberto Arre-
dondo was operating a Har-
ley-Davidson motorcycle on
the service road in the 10400
block of the Gulf Freeway
and was involved in a traffic
accident with a BMW sedan.
Arredondo, 65, was observed
to have minor injuries, re-
fused treatment and left the
scene on his motorcycle. He
died the following day from
head injuries suffered in the
accident. No charges were
filed.

Just four days later, a fe-
male passenger on another
Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cle was killed in a collision
in the 9900 block of the

Gulf Freeway. The motor-
cycle reportedly rear-ended
a van as it was entering the
freeway. Witnesses said the
van had made a late lane
change to enter the freeway,
but the motorcycle was trav-
eling at a high rate of speed
and was unable to avoid the
crash. Cynthia Ann Lozano,
56, was pronounced dead at
the scene. Again, no charges
were filed in the case.
1 year ago (2018)

The new Dobie ninth-
grade center officially opened
for class Tuesday, Jan. 9. Lo-
cated at the southeast corner
of Fuqua and Monroe, the fa-
cility was approved by voters
in November 2014 as part of
a $175 million bond pack-
age.

The new campus, now in-
formally known as Dobie9,
was needed to alleviate over-
crowding at the main cam-
pus, as Dobie has long been
at its maximum capacity. The
facility holds approximately
1,000 students, all of whom
have the same academic and
extracurricular opportunities
as students on the main cam-
pus.

Work began on the
long-awaited city project
to make drainage and pave-
ment improvements in the
Sagemont subdivision. Orig-
inally scheduled to begin in
2012, the endeavor involved
making improvements on
selected streets determined
to be in the most need of re-
pair. Improvements included
drainage systems, neces-
sary concrete paving, curbs,
sidewalks, driveways and
underground utilities. In all,
eight area streets were to be
addressed.

CB debate

competes

at Dobie in new year

Clear Brook High School
debaters cut their holiday
break a few days short when
they arrived at J. Frank Dobie
High School on Jan. 4 and 5
to compete at the first debate
tournament of the new year.

Coming out with the best
finish of the team for the week-
end was Benjamin Eappen
who placed as the top speak-
er overall in Lincoln Douglas
Debate as well as placing third
in the event overall. Fellow de-
baters Kent Pham and the team
of Christa Westheimer and
Fizza Dhanani both made it to
the quarter finals round in Lin-
coln Douglas Debate and PF
Debate respectively. Pham, al-
ready qualified for state in Lin-
coln Douglas Debate, adds to

his total, while the girls picked
up two additional points, put-
ting them in easy striking dis-
tance of their qualification for
the year.

Picking up his second
qualification of the season
was Adarsh Suresh who
placed seventh overall in
Domestic  Extemporaneous
Speaking. Also picking up
two points in this same event
was Christa Westheimer, put-
ting her close to a second state
goal that she is still working
toward. Finishing out the list
of point earners this week-
end was Maryam Babar who
placed fifth overall in Infor-
mative Speaking, putting her
within three points of her first
state qualification.

Benjamin Eappen

. H -
Richard Moore Elementary

pionship. Carter Burback is
san will represent Moore in

Feb. 7,2019.

Moore spellers win

on Dec. 18. Each third- and fourth-grade class conduct-
ed spelling bees throughout October and November. The
two winners from each class participated in the school
spelling bee. Muzna Hassan (left)won the school cham-

School District’s Elementary School Spelling Bee on

held its annual spelling bee

this year’s runner-up. Has-
the Pasadena Independent

Photo by BethAnne Mullen
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The Right Form! by JODEE
Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits
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HAIR ADDITIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street
League City
281-332-6407
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| heed a pregnancy test

| need to know what to do

All Services are Free and Confidential.

are here for you. We care!!

281-484-0005

Beltway 8 South
Crisis Pregnancy Center
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After Hours by Appointment
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL




Study finds San Jacinto College has
$1.3 billion impact on local economy

A recent study has found
that San Jacinto College had a
$1.3 billion impact on the re-
gion’s economy in fiscal year
2016-2017.

The study, conducted by
Economic Modeling Special-
ists International, reported that
the impacts created during
the 2016-2017 fiscal year are
comprised of $143 million in
added income from operations
spending, $24.4 million from
student spending, and another
$1.1 billion from alumni. The
college’s impact equals 2.4
percent of the regions gross
regional product, and a total of
13,044 jobs.

“This study takes into ac-
count the investments of our
students, our taxpayers, and
our communities,” said Dr.
Brenda Hellyer, San Jacinto

College chancellor. “It reflects
our ongoing efforts and com-
mitment to improve our com-
munities and the Gulf Coast
region by providing an educat-
ed and skilled workforce, and
offering our students a quality
education that allows them to
pursue a higher education cre-
dential or gain and maintain
employment in high-demand
careers.”

In return for their invest-
ment in the college, the present
value of the higher future earn-
ings that San Jac’s students
will receive during their work-
ing careers is $1.6 billion. This
amounts to a return of $6.30 in
higher future earnings for ev-
ery dollar that students invest
in their education. The study
also found that students receive
a 19.8 percent annual return on

their investment in a San Jacin-
to College education.

Taxpayers provided $139.2
million of state and local fund-
ing to San Jac in fiscal year
2016-2017. In return, taxpay-
ers will receive an estimated
present value of $586.2 million
in added tax revenue stemming
from the students’ higher life-
time earnings and the increased
output of businesses. Savings
to the public add another esti-
mated $34 million in benefits.
The average annual return on
investment for taxpayers in the
San Jacinto College District is
10.8 percent.

For every dollar that society
spent on San Jacinto College
during the 2016-2017 fiscal
year, society receives a cumu-
lative value of $21.80 in ben-
efits for as long as the 2016-

2017 fiscal year San Jacinto
College student population re-
mains active in the state work-
force.

“The results of this study
confirm the value of a certifi-
cate or associate degree from
San Jacinto College,” said Ma-
rie Flickinger, chair of the San
Jacinto College board of trust-
ees. “For more than 50 years,
we have provided an education
that is producing a return on in-
vestment for our students and
the taxpayers in our region. It
is critical that we continue to
work hard, and invest in our
people and our communities,
so that we can provide quality
training and transfer programs
that are producing more grad-
uates and helping to fill the
workforce pipeline in the re-
gion.”

APPLY, REGISTER AND
PAY ONLINE AT

SANJAC.EDU

_r'_

DO MORE. BE MORE.

GET SAN JAC CERTIFIED.

G SAN JACINTO

" COLLEGE

The San Jacinto College District s committed to equal opportunity for all students, employees, and applicants
without regard to race, ereed, eolar, national arigin, citizenship status, age, disability, pregnancy, religion,
gender, sexual arientation, gender expression or identity, genetic information, marital status or veleran status in
accordance with applicable federal and state laws. The lollewing College official has been designated Lo handle
Inguirias regarding the Collage’s non-discrimination policles: Vice President of Human Resaurces, 4620 Fairmant
Pkwy., Pasadena, TX 77504; 281-991-2659; Sandra. Ramirezdsjcd.edu.
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Family 1s why

WE DO IT ALL.

needs. Call me today.

Ann Brannen, Agent
107 Landing Blvd

Bus: 281-332-0568

STATE FARM

@

INSURANCE
G

We all feel the same commitment to care
for our families. Asyour good neighbor
agent, I can help you meet your insurance

League City TX 77573-3461

ann.brannen.b4sq@statefarm.com

STATE FARM IS THERE.®
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South Belt Elementary names December VIPs

- S

South Belt Elementary has named its VIPs for the month of December.
The students were chosen by their teachers based on their ability to
display the character trait of the month: compassion. Shown are, left
to right, (first row) Madelyn Rangel, Claudette Reyna, Kristen Lott,
Jaclyn Nguyen, Jesslyn Garcia, Maximus Ochoa, Sarah Sufyan, (sec-
ond row) Nikolas Padilla, Isabella Rembert, Maesyn Poullard, Chac-
idy Carter, Giselle Ayala, Anna Wilkerson, (third row) Leile Monroe,

Gabriel Castillo, Carissa Cortez, Nathaniel Simpson, Raiden Adamo,
Sophia Hernandez, (fourth row) Lori Suarez, Jordyn Rodriguez, Isa-
iah Machado, Johnathan Villela, Meredyth Onguso, Nathalie Huynh,
Caylee Martinez, (fifth row) Audrey Lopez, Adlin Mena, Aubree Ro-
driguez, Ibrahim Ali, Matthew Salinas and Chancellor Conley. Not
pictured is Manuel Sanchez.

Photo by Lakitha Green

Lutheran South offers AP Capstone Diploma program

Lutheran South Academy
is one of approximately 1,800
schools worldwide to imple-
ment the AP Capstone Diplo-
ma program, an innovative
program that allows students
to develop the skills that matter

most for college success, such
as research, collaboration, and
communication. The program
consists of two courses taken
in sequence: AP Seminar and
AP Research.

Students who score a 3 or

higher in AP seminar and AP
research and on four addition-
al AP exams of their choosing
earn the AP Capstone Diplo-
ma. This signifies outstanding
academic achievement and at-
tainment of college-level aca-

s

e

assistant principal.

¢ =
Laura W. Bush Elementary recently had its school spelling bee. All students who
participated did an amazing job. The student who will be representing Laura Bush
at the 2018-2019 District Spelling Bee is Ariana Kainer, with the runner-up being
Lyla Crake. Both students are in the fourth grade. Shown are, left to right, Stepha-
nie Miller, principal; Crake, runner-up; Kainer, first place; and Maria Hernandez,

- s .

Photo by Rubi Contreras

demic and research skills. Stu-
dents who score a 3 or higher
in both AP seminar and AP
research (but not on four addi-
tional AP Exams) earn the AP
Seminar and Research Certifi-
cate.

Lutheran South Academy
will start offering AP seminar
in fall 2019.

“The addition of this pro-
gram fits well with our mission
of ‘Securing Their Future,”
said Steve Garrabrant, Lu-
theran South Academy’s high
school principal. “This pro-
gram further enhances LSA’s
Advanced Placement curricu-
lar offerings. This opportuni-
ty reinforces our commitment
of preparing our students for
college and beyond by con-
tinuing to provide more chal-
lenging coursework and sharp-
ening their reading and writing
skills.”

In AP seminar, typically
taken in 10th or 11th grade,
students choose and evaluate
complex topics through mul-
tiple lenses; identify credibil-
ity and bias in sources; and
develop arguments in support
of a recommendation. AP
seminar is a project-based
learning course. Official AP
seminar assessments include
research reports, written ar-
guments, and presentations
completed during the aca-
demic year.

In the subsequent AP re-
search course, students design,
execute, present, and defend
a yearlong research-based in-
vestigation on a topic of indi-
vidual interest. They build on
skills developed in AP seminar

by learning how to understand
research methodology; employ
ethical research practices; and
collect, analyze, and synthe-
size information to contribute
to academic research. Like
AP seminar, AP research is
a project-based course. Each
student’s official AP research
score is based on their academ-
ic paper, presentation, and oral
defense.

“We're proud to offer AP
Capstone, which enables stu-
dents and teachers to focus on
topics of their choice in great
depth,” said Trevor Packer,
senior vice president for AP
and instruction at the college
board. He adds, “This provides
terrific opportunities for stu-
dents to develop the ability to
write and present their work
effectively, individually and in
groups—the very skills college
professors want their students
to possess.”

In partnership with the
higher education community,
the college board developed
AP Capstone so students can
practice skills that serve them
well in college and career.
Colleges and universities have
voiced their support for the
program.

“We are excited more
schools are offering the AP
Capstone Diploma program,”
said Kedra Ishop, vice provost
for enrollment management
at the University of Michigan.
“We believe the research, col-
laboration, and presentation
skills taught in the two cours-
es will be valuable to students
throughout their academic and
professional careers.”

Shaar Hashalom starts new class

Congregation Shaar Hashalom is happy to announce the start of a new class with Rabbi
Stuart Federow. Learn more about Jewish traditions and home celebrations. The congregation
invites interfaith families as well as anyone wanting to learn about Shabbat customs including
the conclusion of the Shabbat with the Havdalah, about the holy days and the holidays, festi-
vals, traditions in the home and much more.

Participants will have the opportunity to ask any questions. This course is designed to as-
sist in the practical practice and celebration of Judaic customs and traditions in their homes
as well as celebrations in the synagogue. This class will meet on Sundays from 11:15 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. at Congregation Shaar Hashalom, commencing Jan. 20.

The congregation, located at 16020 El Camino Real, is the conservative synagogue in the Bay
Area. The course is sponsored by CSH Adult Education Committee. For more information, contact
the synagogue office at 281-488-5861 or Sandy at AdultEd @shaarhashalom.org.

BREAKING NEWS
REMEMBER ME
1 have moved! Still here & still in business
Still Filing Tax Returns.
It’'s Different Places but with the
same old faces.
Tammy, Kim & Patrica are now
TLC TAX SERVICE LLC
We are local. Our new contact info is:
1506 W Broadway St. Ste.100B Pearland, TX 77581
832-569-5452 832-569-5682 or Tammy’s Cell 832-893-0130
We will match or beat any competitors pricing

..... TAMMY PUES

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choice

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Xavier Bilavendiran, Parochial Vicar

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

11011 Hall Rd.

Tuesday & Thursday

Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Espafiol

Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated

9 a.m.
7 p-m.

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

kpozszto

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

statefarm.com® . -
State FarmInsurance Companies+ Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

1 1/o4j

Parish Office 281-481-6816
Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

New Covenant
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

Bill & Cheryl Hines

We've Enlarged Our
Day Care Facilities
Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Sunday

Early Service * 7:45 a.m.
Sunday School * 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ¢« 10:45 a.m.

Nursery Available at all Services

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting * 7:00 p.m.

Mid-Week Service ¢ 7:45 p.m.
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Leader remembers 2018, a year full of highlights

Continued from Page 1A
and an independent commit-
tee studied the issue. PISD
Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn
Powell said the existing
Thompson campus will still
be utilized for programs that
have yet to be determined.
The new campus is expected
to open in August 2021.
May 31

Dobie High School’s

senior prom was forced to
relocate during the event
Saturday, May 26, after a
small mechanical fire caused
a power outage at the func-
tion’s original location. Ini-
tially located at Galveston
Island Convention Center at
the San Luis Resort, the event
was moved a few blocks
away to a ballroom at the San
Luis Resort, Spa and Con-

ference Center following the
incident, which took place
shortly after the prom started
at 7 p.m., knocking out the
air conditioning, lighting and
music. While a shuttle was
provided to transport the at-
tendees, many of the approx-
imately 800 students opted to
just walk to the new location.
The second room was signifi-
cantly smaller in size than the

first one, but tables were re-
moved to accommodate more
guests.

Meador and Bush elemen-
tary schools were named to
the 2017-2018 Educational
Results Partnership Honor
Roll for outstanding academ-
ic achievements and student
success. The schools were
among 729 public schools in
Texas to receive the distinc-

Timmons publishes first poetry book

Former Dobie graduate,
Robert Timmons II, pub-

lished his first poetry book
in July 2018 and debuted on
Amazon's top 100 for African
American poetry.

Timmons graduated from
Dobie High School in June

2011 and gave the com-
mencement speech at his
graduation. His book is ti-
tled, "Behind the Smile" pub-
lished under his poetry alias,
“Sleight.” This book is a look
into Timmons’ life from 2015
to 2018 as he stepped into

adulthood and dealt with var-
ious road blocks and insecu-
rities, love and heartbreak,
and a developing spiritual re-
lationship with God.

He uses poetry as a way to
process through his emotions
and experiences. His hope is

Robert Timmons II (center), Dobie High School grad-
uate, celebrated with a book release party for the pub-
lication of his first poetry book, “Behind the Smile,”
published under his alias, “Sleight” in July 2018 at Bar

that his story helps to encour-
age others as they walk on

their journey.
“Behind the Smile” is
available online through

Amazon, Barnes and Noble,
iBooks, Kobo and Google
Play.

Boheme. Shown with Robert is his family, left to right,
Robert Timmons, father; Arnetta Timmons, mother;
Chelsea Timmons, sister; and Andre Timmons, brother.

Photo submitted
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Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

FREE NO Obligation Consultations

INSURANCE

ALLAGES AGENCY
Denise Burleigh
-4 Licensed Insurance Sales Agent

1 1706 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976 « email cdb63@att.net

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

TO DISCUSS BETA ACADEMY’S

State Financial Accountability Rating
Beta Academy will hold a public meeting at

4 p.m., Jan. 22, 2019
Bldg. E
9701 Almeda Genoa Rd
Houston, Texas

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss
Beta Academy’s rating on the state’s
financial accountability system.

tion, awarded annually to
campuses that continuous-
ly demonstrate high levels
of academic achievement,
improvement in achieve-
ment levels over time and
reductions in achievement
gaps among student popula-
tions.
June 7

A man was shot inside his
apartment in the 10200 block
of Windmill Lakes Boulevard
on Monday, June 4. Accord-
ing to police, the 18-year-old
victim answered a knock on
his door around 7:30 p.m.,
and three male suspects al-
legedly forced their way
inside, pushed the resident
down to the ground, then shot
him in the head. The suspects
reportedly then fled the scene
in a white Dodge Charger.
The victim was transported
to a nearby hospital and was
expected to recover from his
injuries. The three suspects
are described merely as black
males. No immediate arrests
were made.

A temporary restrain-
ing order was issued June 6
against Bombshells Restau-
rant & Bar on the Gulf Free-
way at Fuqua, citing multiple
alcohol-related crimes. The
TRO demanded the facili-
ty close at 9 p.m. and only
serve food, not alcohol, for
14 days. The business opted
to close its doors rather than
serve food exclusively. The
rare order was put in place
after a series of crimes. Har-
ris County District Attorney
Kim Ogg described the bar
as a “crime factory.” Ac-
cording to court documents,
at least 90 people have been
arrested at the business since
it opened roughly four years
ago. Some of those arrested
have been known gang mem-
bers. In May alone, there
were four DWIs related to the
bar, one of which seriously
injured Houston Police Of-
ficer Chayne Brothers, who
on June 11, filed a lawsuit
against the establishment
for over-serving the driver
responsible for the accident.
A second lawsuit was filed
by an injured party from a
DWI crash in February. Oth-
er reported crimes at the site
include shootings, assaults,
robberies and drug posses-
sion. In January 2015, an
off-duty police officer work-
ing security at the bar shot
and killed a man after he al-
legedly pointed a gun at him
in the parking lot after being
kicked out for fighting. In
March of that year, the busi-
ness made national headlines
after it refused to serve pa-
trons with face and neck tat-
toos, claiming it represented
gang affiliation, most notably
the Houston sect of the Tan-
go Blast prison gang. The

business reopened later that
month under requirements
that it use computerized sys-
tems to monitor alcohol con-
sumption, and that it provide
two police officers on site
from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. daily.
June 14

Nearly six months after the
Jan. 20 murder of That Huu
Le in the parking lot of H-E-B
at Blackhawk and Beltway 8,
Houston police made an ar-
rest in the case. The suspect,
Reginald Hawkins, 18, was
charged with capital murder.
According to police, Le, 75,
had reportedly been followed
by two male suspects to the
store from a nearby Wells Far-
go Bank, where he had made
a cash withdrawal. As Le was
exiting his vehicle, one of the
suspects approached him, and
an altercation ensued. During
the dispute, the suspect fired
multiple shots at Le. The sus-
pects then fled the scene in
an older model gold Infiniti,
four-door sedan. The vehicle
was later recovered by inves-
tigators. Le was transported to
Clear Lake Regional Hospital,
where he was pronounced
dead. The cash withdrawal
was reportedly still in Le’s
pocket when he was discov-
ered. When he was charged,
Hawkins was already in cus-
tody for another crime. In that
case, Hawkins was arrested
and charged with two counts
of aggravated robbery with a
deadly weapon after he and
another suspect reportedly
fired multiple shots at two vic-
tims — an adult and a 15-year-
old — during an alleged rob-
bery outside a Shell station in
the 4400 block of South Loop
East the previous April. Addi-
tional suspects are still being
sought in the H-E-B incident,
and the investigation is ongo-
ing.

A home invasion took
place Friday June 8, in the
10700 block of Sagewillow
in the Kirkwood South sub-
division. The suspects report-
edly fled the scene in both a
silver Kia Optima and a black
Infiniti.

June 21

A former South Belt resi-
dent was found shot to death
possibly Friday, June 15,
in the 300 block of Embry,
located just north of down-
town. The body of Scott Har-
din, 42, was discovered in a
grassy field near a bayou by
a truck driver who was trav-
eling north on Interstate 45.
He had been shot multiple
times. Hardin, a 1994 Dobie
graduate, was pronounced
dead at the scene. His vehicle
had reportedly been found
burned two days earlier near
the intersection of Interstate
45 and Parker (approximately
6 miles from where his body
was discovered). Hardin left

behind two daughters.
June 28
One of the four suspects
wanted for the home inva-
sion that took place in the
10700 block of Sagewillow
on June 8 was apprehended.
Following the incident, in
which four males — at least
three of whom were armed —
kicked in the door of the res-
idence, surveillance footage
was distributed to other area
law enforcement agencies
in hopes of identifying the
suspects. An officer from the
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD Po-
lice Department recognized
the lone unmasked suspect
in the video as being a stu-
dent involved in other crimes.
The suspect was identified
as 17-year-old Jersey Village
resident Jordan Landaverde.
Precinct 2 deputies filed a
warrant for his arrest on a
charge of felony burglary of a
habitation, and he was subse-
quently apprehended.
July 5
For the first time in the
event’s 31-year history, the
annual South Belt Fourth of
July parade was canceled,
due to heavy rains and wide-
spread flooding in the area.
July 12
A hit-and-run  accident
took place Saturday, July 7,
in the 9800 block of Fuqua
between Blackhawk and
Kingspoint, possibly killing
an unborn child. According
to police, the suspect was
traveling east on the street in
a tan Ford Expedition when
he lost control of his vehicle
and drove over the esplanade
and into the westbound lanes
of traffic. Police said the sus-
pect driver crossed the path
of a white Kia Sportage that
struck the right passenger
side of the Expedition, caus-
ing it to roll over. The driv-
er of the Expedition, which
had temporary paper license
plates, reportedly exited the
vehicle and fled on foot. The
driver of the Sportage — a
34-year-old female who was
eight months pregnant — was
transferred to Clear Lake
Regional Hospital in critical
condition. While there, the
woman was forced to under-
g0 an emergency c-section
to deliver the child. A news
report from ABC Channel 13
stated that the child died on
Monday, July 9, but Houston
police were unable to confirm
this. A spokesman for HPD
said the last update they had
listed the child as also be-
ing in critical condition. The
driver of the Expedition, de-
scribed as an adult Hispanic
male, was wanted on a felony
charge of failing to stop and
render aid. No immediate ar-
rests were made.
Continued
in next week’s issue

Maximum Impact CrossFit announces new 2019 program
Open to men & women 50+
Participants will work in small groups with personal trainers to gain:
* Energy * Flexibility « Strength
* Balance * Mental Focus
10810 Scarsdale Blvd. Suite 6
Call 713-819-7629 for more information
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SOUTH BELT

“ELITE REALTORS”

MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER

4.5% COMMISSION

ENDING FEBRUARY 2019

CHERYL & BOB SALINAS
THE SALINAS TEAM

832-788-9157

Houston Auto Emporium

Established 2006

Family — Trust — Respect
* Low Down Payments
* In-house Financing Available
* Used Car Specials )
* Certified Repair Shop
* State Inspection

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Free Mechanic Inspection OR

$250 Off Down Payment

14222 Gulf Frwy., Houston, TX 77034
281-481-1700 www.houstonauto.net
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A Surgical Welght Loss Program

FREE ONLIMNE INSURANCE VERIFICATION AT MHNEWSTART.ORG

Surgical weight loss, with highly experienced specialists and comprehensive support.

Our affiliated, board-certified surgeons, bariatric-trained nurses, dietitians, mental health professionals and peer support groups are with you every step of the way - offering everything

from presurgical counseling to postsurgical recovery and support. 5o when you're ready to commit to overcoming obesity, we're ready to commit to you,

ADVANCING HEALTH

®
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

Pleasants makes USA Softball JWNT

Taylor Pleasants
proven time and

has again over the course of

USA KARATE

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM

SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
* RESPECT
* FOCUS
. * CONFIDENCE
N * DISCIPLINE
. * AND MORE

$75 Registration Special
BBB Accredited Business
Call USA KARATE for details

11101 Resource Parkway, Houston Tx 77089
(Behind Sonic)

281-

484-9006

careers that very little is

time her academic and athletic impossible. And she did

it again over the holiday
break.
Excelling at a Dec. 28

tryout in Florida, Taylor

was named to USA Soft-
ball’s  Junior Women’s
National Team, which
will compete in various
events beginning this sum-
mer, including the World
Baseball Softball Confed-
eration’s Junior Women’s
World Cup and more.

Now in her final semes-
ter at Dobie, Pleasants has
built quite a résumé. The
Leader is in the process
of receiving permission
through USA Softball to
speak with Pleasants and
plans more news on her
for Jan. 17.

[
. Hamburger,

Mon.

Sandra Yandell

ﬁs/mx

Realty

2 Fries

Sold

-7 am. to 9 p.m.

2= I O~ 2% 10606 Fuqua
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Team

Celebrating Our 37" Year1
Our Burgers are the Original I
“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

Now Open Sundays
Serving Breakfast Daily I

Drive through open all night Friday & Saturday
Kids eat Free on Sunday with the purchase of an adult meal I

ENTIRE MENU SERVED ALL DAY

Brown Bag Special

$9.99

— Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sun.
281-481-1491

281-464-50LD

Buying or Selling?
Do What Moves You.
Over 3,000 Homes Sold!

THE SOLD TEAM
e We Are South Belt Strong! “=

281-464-SOLD (7653) ..
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Bd TEXAN BANK

TEXAN LEGENDS

MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT
— Qualifying individual must be 50 years of age or older —

We offer a fair and competitive
interest rate on new and OLD money.

Bd TEX

AN BANK

Houston ¢ Friendswo

od ¢ Clear Lake  Sugar Land

*APY (annual percentage yield) assumes interest and principal will remain on deposit. Rates subject to change.
Fees could reduce the earnings on the account. Interest rates and APYs are current as of 9/18/18.

Limited to 6 transactions per statement cycle by preauthorized, automatic, or tel
transaction (excess trans) fee for withdrawals over the 6 allowed.

WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES TO BE TEXAN.

WWW.TEXANBANK.COM
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transfers; $10

LSU signee
displays talent

At left, Dobie High
School senior and star
softball player Taylor
Pleasants was named
to the USA Softball
Junior Women’s Na-
tional Team after ex-
celling at a tryout late
last month in Florida.
A three-year varsity
starter and first team
all-district  perform-
er from 2016 through
2018, Pleasants is
headed to Louisiana
State University this
fall but will first lead
the Lady Longhorns
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into action beginning
next month as the team
chases a playoff berth
in the revamped 22-
6A ranks. As for USA
Softball, Pleasants
and her Team USA
mates will compete in
the World Baseball
Softball  Confedera-
tion’s Junior Women’s
World Cup Aug. 11-17
in Irvine, Calif., and
will also compete in
- other events this year.
For more on Pleasants,
see the Jan. 17 issue of
the Leader.

At left, Dobie forward
Bryan Nava (11) pushes
the action against Clem-
ents during a pool play
game Jan. 4 at the Pasa-
dena ISD Cup. Nava had
two goals in four games
as his Longhorns beat
Channelview 4-2 and
tied two other matches
before defeating Clear
Creek 3-1 Jan. 5 in the

1 JFD soccer wins PISD Cup

Though certainly not
flawless as a whole, Do-
bie’s performance at the
Pasadena ISD Cup varsity
boys’ soccer event Jan. 3-5
was nonetheless effective
as the locals bagged yet
another tournament cham-
pionship.

The Longhorns, having
entered the season as one
of the Region III contend-
ers, defeated Channelview
4-2 to begin their season
and then tied both Clem-

Area sports registration
SBGSA online sign-up

ents and Manvel in pool
play before meeting Clear
Creek Jan. 5 for the title.

There, the Longhorns
continued their seemingly
annual dominance of the
tournament by topping the
Wildcats 3-1 at The Rig in
Pearland.

Over the four games,
Alberto Chavez, Bryan
Nava and Raul Hernandez
all notched two goals, and
Christian Saldivar handed
out four assists.

The South Belt Girls Softball Association has initi-
ated earlyregistration activities forthe 2019 spring sea-
son. Parents may register their children, ages 4 through
16 as of Jan. 1, 2019, online at www.southbeltsoft
ball.com.

Regular registration within the league is running
now through Jan. 20, 2019, and will cost $75 per
player, and include mandatory participation in the
league’s candy fundraiser.

For those who wish not to take part in the fundraiser,
there is a $135 buyout fee. For more details on the reg-
istration activities or the league itself, visit www.south
beltsoftball.com.

See SBHLL details on Page 6B

Papagayos

Mexican Cantina

10343 SCARSDALE
281-822-1477
BPH San - Thers. 11 am - §pm
Fri B 3al 10 am - 1030 pm

Lunch Menu

Monday - Friday
11awm.-3pwm.

“\? HARRY HOURIEVERY DAY 3-1'EM.

7' Dur Website www.papagayosgrill.com

tournament champion-
ship match at The Rig
in Pearland. Dobie is
headed to Austin Jan.
10-12 to face some of the
state’s best teams.

Photo by John Bechtle

| www.southbeltleader.com |

DIXIE DELI

il Dany Srecia - $4.99
PRI 6~ Po-Bov, Crirs & Prink

Experience Does %

Matter! UTR-TEXAS,
Great Reviews on M
HAR and Zillow! 832.545.7005

owanialendsey  3cal Estate Broker Associate

Riverstone Ranch, 11034 Stoneridge
Canyon Ct. 3/2.1/2 1,752 sqft $205k
Near Almeda Genoa, 8209 Swiss Lane
77075 3/2/2 1,216 sqft $1275 per mo.

Direct: 832.545.7005 1]
@ Website: Har.com/LLendsey L]

SAGEMONT BBQ

Mon. - Fri. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.- 7 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m. - 1 a.m. (Karaoke Night)

10% OFF

All Food Orders with this coupon. Expires 1/28/19

832-672-6553

Now OWNED & OPERATED By SouTH BELT RESIDENTS
MIkE AND CHRISTIE GROSSHANS

12132 Sabo Rd. Suite G (Across from Kroger)
www.sagemontbbq.com K

Toni Muse

Moving Families
For 30 Years!

GREEN AND
ASSOCIATES
REALTORS®
Call me first if you’re
thinking of buying or
selling!

281-389-6519

“The Company Youll Keep"

ROY
SHIFLETT |
REALTORS
Junior Eduardo Bena- 281-481-3733
vides drew the majority of
the action in the nets as a
first-year starter.

The bottom line is the
Longhorns won the tour-
nament for a fourth time
in five years.

That said, head coach
Justo Manrique acknowl-
edged the Longhorns have

Celebrating
49 Years

. . @
to continue to 1mprove,
particularly on the back of Semng
end as a cast of relatively O“r
inexperienced players find o
their footing.
Dobie jumped out to comm“nlty

a quick lead over Chan-
nelview in the opener but
then surrendered a late
goal to Clements that cost
the group what should
have been a win.

With Manvel choosing
to pack things in defensive-

Continued on Page 6B

Bss

Roy Shlflett Realtors

We will SELL your home FAST!

Neighbors Helping Neighbors!

281-481-3733

Receive Home
Inspection with
Estimate of Value
At No Charge

SHIFLETT
REALTORS'

281-481-3733

CALL TODAY! =)

] —n ] _
Kwik -Kar.
CARWASH

Now HIRING CASHIERS &

CAR WasH PERSONNEL

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$1

With coupon only. No reproductions. Nol valid with any other discount.

11210 Scarsdale

(Between 1-45 & Beamer)

The Works
Includes

Wheels

& Tires

Includes “Shine &
Polish” Plus

* Rain-Guard

o Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

o Clear Coat Protectant

o Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
* Underbody Rinse

* Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

o Clear Coat Protectant $

- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Qil)

© Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
 Check Air Pressure in all Tires
 Check Gear Boxes

® Check Battery Fluid

« Install New Oil Filter

© Complete Chassis Lube

 Check Brake Fluid

® Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

 Vacuum Interior

281-484-5945
Gift Cards Ava
Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes

°35

*Monthly

*MonNTHLY UNLimiTED WaAsH PLans (Per VEHICLE)

Full Service Oil Change

 Check & Fill Windshield Washer

 Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
 Check Breather Element

Up to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Qil - 16 Point Check ® With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 1/28/19.

Off Auto
Alignment
=
ISLAND BREEZE

CAR WASH
labl

“Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Express
Exterior

Includes “Express
Exterior” Plus

o Tri-Color Wax

* Wheel Cleaning

(In Tunnel) 529

° Underbody Rinse - *ipnthly

* Wash

* High Velocity
Drying

(In Tunnel)

$29.99

—— plus

FREE

Car Wash

o Check PCV Valve

 Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
o Check Belts

 Check Wiper Blades
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2018 — continuing the Leader’s look at the special year 1n communlty athletlcs

Editor’s note: In contin-
uation of what we started
Dec. 27, 2018, the Leader
is taking a look back at
some of the top sports mo-
ments of the year. Without
further ado, we pick things
back up in April.

Something about the
story was sounding awful-
ly familiar.

Thanks to a pair of late
second-half goals, the de-
fending Region III cham-
pion Dobie varsity boys’
soccer team was still in the

—

playoffs, this time by a 5-0
count.

Dobie had finished the
varsity soccer season with
some momentum head-
ing into the postseason,
but the Lady Eagles used
plenty of firepower around
the net to score the win.

The Dobie boys’ and
girls’ bowling teams won
second and eleventh place,
respectively, at the state
competition in San Anto-
nio and moved on to take
on the top teams in the

g
3
]
3

AR Gkl R

21/22-6A Area Champi-
onships.

Leading the way for the
Dobie girls was Singleton,
who won the 400-meter
dash at the District 22-6A
Championships in a time
of 1:00.42. Teammate Bri-
asia Garza ran a season
best of 1:03.53 to place
third, reaching the area
meet.

Singleton also qualified
for the area meet in the
800-meter run as she was
third in a time of 2:26.22.

. e,

Leilani Vargas (above), a four-year varsity player at Dobie, and “Big” Kev-
in Nguyen both played No. 1 singles for the team during the fall team tennis
season. Seeded No. 1 in the draw, they came up with first place and a regional

berth, losing just seven total games in three matches.

hunt to repeat as Region
III champions.

And like in 2017, mak-
ing a trip to the Region
III Final Four meant the
Longhorns would have to
go through North Shore in
the regional quarterfinals,
the third straight meeting
in the same round between
the two teams.

In 2016, North Shore
ended the Longhorns’ sea-
son with a win.

But a season later, the
Longhorns turned the ta-
bles on the Mustangs, us-
ing a big quarterfinal win
as a springboard to the
program’s first-ever Re-
gion III championship.

In the opening two
rounds of the 2018 play-
offs, the Longhorns used
late-game scores to ad-
vance, setting up the clash
with North Shore.

In the opening bidistrict
round at Goose Creek Me-
morial, Dobie’s Raul Her-
nandez scored the eventu-
al game-winner midway
through the second half as
the locals moved on with a
2-1 win over the Patriots.

Moving ahead to the
area-round tilt against
Friendswood, Dobie’s
Bryan Nava scored the
game’s first goal in the
52nd minute, and team-
mate Luis Arellano put
the game on ice with a
score with five minutes re-
maining as the Longhorns
punched their ticket for a
rematch with North Shore.

Just five games re-
mained in the regular sea-
son for the Dobie varsity
softball team.

While the locals are not
exactly where they want
to be just yet, they were
close. Best yet, they had
every opportunity to con-
trol their fate down the
stretch.

A 17-4 pounding of
South Houston gave the
Lady Longhorns their
third straight win, their
seventh in nine District
22-6A contests. The team
would continue its mo-
mentum.

Lutheran South Acad-
emy’s Alan Ngo qualified
to compete at the Texas
Association of Private and
Parochial Schools state
tennis championships at
the Waco Regional Ten-
nis Center after winning
the district championship
without losing a game.

Atascocita, a Region III
finalist a season ago, de-
feated Dobie for the sec-
ond time in the bidistrict

country at nationals later
in the summer.

The state competition
began with 24 competing
teams bowling three com-
plete games in the singles
event.

The scores were totaled
cumulatively and the top
12 teams advanced to the
second round, where they
seeded and placed in the
bracket play.

Bracket play featured
games with five players
bowling together for one
complete game, and the
winning team advanced to
the next round.

Dobie head coach Ste-
ven Mullins said that the
margin of error that kept
the boys’ team from secur-
ing a first place finish and
a state title was razor thin.

“For the tournament,
our boys averaged a 221,
while the champions only
averaged a 206,” said Mul-
lins.

“They beat us when we
just happened to have our
lowest scoring games of
the competition.”

The Lady Longhorns’
varsity track and field
team certainly entered
the 22-6A championships
with confidence after their
performance at the Rock-
hold Relays in Baytown.

Each of Dobie’s three
relay teams scored points,
and freshman Amari Sin-
gleton was also on point
in a couple of individual
events, as was Kiome Dix-
on.

Singleton landed Do-
bie’s lone gold medal,
winning the 400-meter run
in a time of 58.32 seconds.

At the 800-meter dis-
tance, Singleton’s time of
2 minutes, 28.94 seconds
placed her fifth.

Dobie’s best relay fin-
ish came in the 4x200
as Erin Fleming, Deiara
Jackson, Ambreon Jones
and Aajaylah Reed teamed
for a time of 1:45.87 for
second place, a full two
seconds behind champion
Baytown Sterling.

Fleming, Jackson, Jones
and Rachel Smith com-
bined in the 4x100-meter
relay as Dobie posted a
time of 50.35 for fourth
place.

In the 4x400-meter
event, it was Briasia Gar-
za, Jones, Atziri Galarza
and Singleton teaming for
a clocking of 4:12.24 and
fifth place.

The Dobie track and
field teams also sent sev-
eral athletes to the District

The Lady Longhorns
are also off to the area
meet in the relays as the
4x100-meter team of Erin
Fleming, Deiara Jackson,
Ambreon Jones and Ra-
chel Smith placed second
at 50.23.

Also, Fleming, Jack-
son, Amya Ray and Aajay-
lah Reed competed in the
4x200 as Dobie was third
in a time of 1:46.52.

In the 4x400-meter
event, Dobie was second
in a time of 4:19.51 as It-
ziri Galarza was joined by
Garza, Jones and Single-
ton.

A time of 49.87 got
Jones to the area meet in
the 300-meter hurdles as
she was fourth at district.
In the 100-meter dash,
Reed advanced as the No.
3 finisher at 12.64. Kiome
Dixon was fourth at 12.75.

District 21-6A champi-
on North Shore headed to
the Region III boys’ soccer
tournament at the expense
of Dobie.

The Mustangs got it
done by scoring a goal
with roughly 15 min-
utes remaining, defeating
the defending Region III
champion Longhorns 2-1
at Galena Park ISD Stadi-
um.

For Dobie, the 2018
season came to a close at
21-4-2. The three-time
running District 22-6A
winners had won 13
straight matches before
the loss to North Shore.

Against the Mustangs,
Sebastian Leal scored the
Longhorns’ goal on an as-
sist by Antonio Arias, who
finished 2018 with a team-
high 12.

It was the third straight
time that North Shore and
Dobie had met in the re-
gional quarterfinals. The
Mustangs previously pre-
vailed in 2016 as well.

North Shore, 22-1-3 in
2018 after its win over
Dobie, advanced to the
Region III Final Four to
meet 2011 state champion
Strake Jesuit. Jesuit de-
feated North Shore before
Alief Elsik downed Jesuit
for the Region III crown.

Dobie tennis coach
Manuel Moreno Jr. cor-
rectly predicted that those
who played their best two
days of tennis would ad-
vance to the regional tour-
nament.

He was right, and fortu-
nately for his Longhorns,
four of those players were
wearing burnt orange and
white colors.

Four seniors, includ-
ing the top-seeded mixed
doubles team of Leilani
Vargas and “Big” Tom-
my Nguyen, as well as
the boys’ doubles team of
“Little” Tommy Nguyen
and Adrian Tamez, qual-
ified for the Region III
Tennis Championships.

Vargas, a four-year var-
sity player at Dobie, and
“Big” Kevin Nguyen both
played No. 1 singles for
the team during the fall
team tennis season.

Seeded No. 1 in the
draw, they came up with
first place and a regional
berth, losing just seven to-
tal games in three match-
es.

In the championship
final, Vargas and Nguyen
met the overall No. 3 seed-
ed squad from Memorial,
prevailing 6-3, 6-2.

Perhaps it took the bet-
ter part of six decades, but
then again that just may
have been what made it
even sweeter.

The Dobie varsity girls’
golf team qualified for the
Region III Championships
for the first time in pro-
gram history.

With senior and team
captain  Cecilia  Perez
leading the way with a
two-day total of 182, and
sophomore Alexis Perez
just three back at 185, the
Lady Longhorns were able
to hold off La Porte for
third place at the District
22-6A event.

Deer Park’s A team, a
bona fide Region III title
contender, was the clear
runaway winner of the top
spot at district, with Dobie
second at 825 for a team of
five golfers over two days.

La Porte and Deer
Park’s B team made a run
on the second day, but Do-
bie held on for the other
qualifying spot.

“We knew we were in
good shape heading into
the second day, and we
challenged the ladies to go
out there and shoot their
best rounds. Four of the
five did, and the other was
just one shot over her best.
It was a great team perfor-
mance,” Dobie head coach
Chris Ferguson said.

It’s also something Fer-
guson has been aiming for
all along.

Taking over the pro-
gram six years previously,
Ferguson said he made a
vow to Dobie principal
Franklin Moses that he
wanted to build a true pro-
gram.

That first year, Fergu-
son worked with two play-
ers.

That number grew to
four in year two, and the
Lady Longhorns proceed-
ed to build on their collec-
tive successes since that
time.

Midway through the
Region XIV race, the San
Jacinto College baseball
team appeared to be pick-
ing up steam.

At 28-9 overall, includ-

ing 15-4 in conference
action, the Gators swept
Laredo to keep its roll go-
ing.

Laredo was victim-
ized by many SJC players
during the series, but Ty-
riece Silas was a particular
problem for the Palomi-
nos.

Overall, Silas’ 10 hits in
the four games, kick-start-
ing the offense at every
turn.

The Gators won the
opener 12-4 as four play-
ers went deep, including
Alerick Soularie, Jacob
Matheny, Nick Neville
and Jordan Myrow.

Silas tripled and dou-
bled, and Matheny led the
way with three runs batted
in.

SJC’s Jacob Cantleber-
ry, the team’s top start-
ing pitcher, went 5 2/3 in-
nings, fanning seven along
the way to get the win.

In more collegiate
news, San Jacinto Col-
lege Women’s basketball
head coach Kayla Weav-
er was named the District
L Coach of the Year after
guiding San Jac to a 25-
11 overall record and the
team’s second consecutive
National Junior College
Athletic Association na-
tional tournament appear-
ance.

In a way, Dobie’s four-
run rally that produced
a 9-8 walk-off win over
La Porte in the bottom of
the seventh inning was
meant to be as the varsi-
ty softball season wound
down.

Or perhaps it was
simply meant to bring
uber-excitement to the
regular season finale fea-
turing a heated rivalry.

As it stood, the Dobie
varsity softball team was
sitting alone in second
place within 22-6A af-
ter the spirited comeback
over La Porte.

The Lady Bulldogs
had won their first meet-
ing with Dobie by a 15-5
count, and a second win
would have all but guar-
anteed the Bulldogs a sec-
ond-place finish behind
undefeated 22-6A cham-
pion Deer Park.

La Porte appeared on
its way to a second win af-
ter a five-run, sixth inning
and an insurance run in
the seventh inning deliv-
ered an 8-5 lead. But back
came Dobie.

A walk, four straight
singles and a sacrifice fly
tied the game at 8-all in
the bottom of the seventh
inning.

Freshman Leslie Lon-
goria then sent the Dobie
faithful into a frenzy as
she lined a walk-off single
into left-center field.

Dani Colunga crossed
the plate for the 9-8 win,
suddenly thrusting Dobie
into second place.

Yet if not for the ral-
ly, the Lady Longhorns
might have been staring at
a fourth-place finish in the

face with a game to play
against heated rival Me-
morial.

Gutierrez  began the
bottom of the seventh with
a walk, and Jacqueline
Garcia’s single sent runner
Jasmine Benitez to second
base. Elizalde then singled
to load the bases with no
outs.

Colunga delivered Do-
bie’s third straight hit as
Benitez scored to trim the
La Porte lead to 8-6. Ala-
na Ortega’s infield single
scored Garcia, getting the
score to 8-7.

Yvonne Whaley then
tied the game with a sac-
rifice fly, bringing Lon-
goria to the plate. The
freshman got the job done,
lashing a ball into the gap
in left-center field for the
win.

San Jacinto College
women’s basketball player
Eryka Sydney was recog-
nized as a National Junior
College Athletic Associa-
tion Division I honorable
mention All-American
selection after leading
SJC in scoring during the
2017-2018 season at 17
points per game.

Also a first team
All-American as a fresh-
man, Sydney scored more
than 1,000 points over her
two seasons with the Ga-

tors.
Now at Texas Tech
University, Sydney has

started nine of the Lady
Red Raiders’ 12 games,
averaging just over seven
points per contest.

A clutch 4-3 win at La
Porte had the Dobie Long-
horns in the varsity base-
ball playoffs moving for-
ward, and a season-ending
win over Memorial April
brought a playoff berth.

Dobie senior midfielder
Sebastian Leal was named
the Most Valuable Player
in District 22-6A varsity
boys’ soccer, while fellow
senior Ramon Cahue was
named the Goalkeeper of
the Year for the second
straight season.

The team captains
helped the Longhorns to
their third straight league
championship at 13-1, in-
cluding a 12-match win-
ning streak before the
team’s regional quarterfi-
nal playoff loss to North
Shore.

At the Class 5A Dis-
trict 4 meet, the Lutheran
South Academy Pioneers
were led by a pair of se-
nior girls, who pocketed

district championships
along with invitations to
regionals.

At 98 feet, 11 inches,
Skylar Johnson won the
discus for Lutheran South,
and teammate Gabi Scot-
to championed the triple
jump with a leap of 31-9.

Johnson also represent
ed the Lady Pioneers in
the shot put after she was
second in the event, com-
ing through with a top
throw of 33-2.

Francesca Scotto, a

—

Eryka Sidney was a two-time All-American guard at San Jacinto College, lead-
ing the program to consecutive national tournament appearances along the
way. She is now a junior playing at Texas Tech University in Lubbock.

Sophomore right-hander Daniel Garza was brilliant throughout the season as
he helped guide Dobie to a playoff berth against Atascocita. For his effort, Gar-
za was a first team all-district selection in District 22-6A.

sophomore and young-
er sister of Gabi Scotto,
made her way to regionals
as her throw of 84-6 was
second in the event.

Other silver medalists
for Lutheran South Acad-
emy at the district meet
included junior Bethany
Andress, who cleared 4-8
in the high jump for sec-
ond place.

Teammate Laura Dem-
chak, a sophomore, made
her way over the 4-4 mark
for fourth place in the
same event.

At 7-0, junior Allison
Klein was second in the
pole vault, with freshman
teammate Isla  Dietert
fourth at 6-6 for a regional
qualification.

Senior Vanessa Campos
ran the 3,200-meter event
in 13 minutes, 42.79 sec-
onds for third place and a
regional berth, and soph-
omore Laiya Palmer was
third in the long jump with
a top effort of 15-9 1/2 to
advance.

Eight games remained
in Region XIV action as
the San Jacinto College
baseball team kept prepar-
ing for what promised to
be another deep postsea-
son run.

With 13 straight wins
and counting, the Gators
were playing as well as
any team in the country as
the regular season neared
a close.

The Gators swept Gal-
veston in April as the
Whitecaps were allowed
no earned runs over the
four games.

In the series opener,
San Jacinto staff ace Jacob
Cantleberry won his 21st

career game, tossing five
innings to run his record
this season to 10-1.

Cantleberry  scattered
four hits and struck out
four to get the win.

Thanks in large part to
an explosive night from
Taylor Pleasants and a
shutout pitching perfor-
mance from Alana Ortega,
the Dobie varsity softball
program remained alive in
the Region III playoffs.

Crushing North Shore
11-0 in five innings at San
Jacinto College South, the
Lady Longhorns advanced
to the area playoff round
for the first time since
2012.

Dobie went on to face
Clear Falls in the area
round and led 3-0 enter-
ing the bottom of the sixth
inning before the Lady
Knights plated four runs
to steal a 4-3 win, ending
Dobie’s season.

In a precursor of what
is surely to become a heat-
ed rivalry in the revamped
District 22-6A ranks later
this spring, the Dobie and
Atascocita varsity baseball
teams met in the bidistrict
baseball playoffs, with the
Eagles sweeping the series
two games to none.

Atascocita arrived at
that point by taking sec-
ond place in 21-6A, going
20-9 overall and 11-3 in
21-6A, second to King-
wood.

Dobie, in the midst
of its finest season since
2011 in terms of overall
record, was 22-8 entering
the postseason after clos-
ing out the District 22-6A
slate with a 4-1 win over
Memorial that netted a

10-4 record and the No. 3
seed.

Dobie graduate Chel-
sea Blakely clearly loves
volleyball. Following
four-year and record-set-
ting playing careers both
with the Lady Longhorns
and at UT-Pan American,
Blakely is now one of the
sport’s top ambassadors at
the collegiate level.

Now a Senior Asso-
ciate Athletic Director
at UT-Rio Grand Valley,
Blakely was in 2018 ap-
pointed to the NCAA
women’s Volleyball Rules
Comnmittee.

“It really has been such
an amazing experience,’
Blakely said of her career
path to this point.

“I’m so grateful for the
opportunity to contribute
to the sport. It has provid-
ed so much opportunity in
my life.”

Dobie High School
graduate and current Uni-
versity of Houston-Victo-
ria junior softball player
Marissa Longoria was
named the Jaguars’ Soft-
ball Player of the Year at
the team’s annual ban-
quet to end the 2018 sea-
son.

Longoria, the Jaguars’
primary starting catcher
since the start of the 2017
campaign, hit .218 this
season with 10 runs scored
and 12 runs batted in over
39 games.

Her biggest contribu-
tions came defensively as
Longoria was named the
Defensive Player of the
Year in the Red River Ath-
letic Conference and was
also an all-conference first-

Continued on Page 3B

Dobie High School graduate and current UH-Victoria junior softball player
Marissa Longoria (in catching gear) enjoyed a banner season in 2018 for the
Lady Jaguars. Making just one error in 240 chances, Longoria was named the
Defensive Player of the Year in the Red River Athletic Conference, which in-
cluded a berth as the league’s first-team catcher. She was also a Scholar Athlete

within the RRAC for the second straight school year.

Photo courtesy UHV



Continued from Page 2B
team pick after her stel-
lar play behind the dish.
Longoria, a health scienc-
es major, was also named
a Scholar Athlete within
the RRAC for the second
straight school year.

Last month, Longoria
was also honored with the
RRAC’s Character Athlete
of the Week designation.

From a local standpoint,
the high school track and
field season come to a
close, and select athletes
from Clear Brook and Do-
bie high schools had quite
a bit of which to be proud.

The Region III Cham-
pionships, long considered
the most competitive of
any of the four in the Class
6A ranks, played out at
Turner Stadium in Hum-
ble with only state berths
left to be had.

Kenneth Pree, who is
now at the University of
Houston, was involved in
the long jump finals, the
final event of his prep ca-
reer.

There, he went against
teammate John’te Horace
and others from across the
region. In the end, Pree’s
top jump of 22 feet, 7 3/4
inches landed him fifth
place overall.

Horace, meanwhile,
was just a tick behind
Pree, soaring 22-4 3/4 for
sixth place in the same
event.

Could the San Jacinto
College baseball team fi-
nally crack through and
win a national title after
two near misses?

Gator fans were about
to find out as the locals
prepared to compete in the
Region XIV Postseason
Tournament at Roadrun-

ner Field on the campus
of Angelina College in
Lufkin, an event the Ga-
tors had dominated over
the previous three seasons.

San Jacinto, which
was ranked No. 1 in the
National Junior College
Athletic Association’s Di-
vision I poll on multiple
occasions, was the top
seed from the South di-
vision at the Region XIV
event.

The Gators finished the
regular season at 44-12
overall after winning their
final three games against
Alvin. The locals wound
up 28-7 in the region.

Alvin won the series
opener by a 5-2 count be-
fore the Gators finished
strong. In the second
game of the twin bill, the
Gators won 11-1 as Luke
Matheny went five innings
for the win on the mound.

Matt Goodheart tripled
and doubled and drove
in three runs. Peter Zim-
merman, who also drove
in three runs, had two
hits, as did Tyriese Silas
and Sergio Macias. Jacob
Matheny also doubled.

Alerick Soularie had
three hits and drove in
four as SJC defeated Al-
vin 12-1 May 5. Silas and
Herbert Iser also had two
hits each.

Striking for five runs
in the sixth inning, Blinn
ended San Jacinto Col-
lege’s softball season at
the Region XIV Postsea-
son Tournament in Port
Arthur.

San Jacinto finished the
season at 24-31 overall af-
ter losing to Bossier Parish
4-3 and defeating Angeli-
na 6-1 before the elimina-
tion game setback against

the Bucs.

In the end, South divi-
sion No. 1 seed Galveston
and North division No. 1
seed Tyler advanced to the
National Junior College
Athletic Association’s Di-
vision I World Series in St.
George, Utah.

As few as four outs
stood between the Dobie
team and an appearance in
Class 6A Region III quar-
terfinal round.

But Clear Falls had oth-
er thoughts. First getting a
two-run single from Juli
Niedermaier and then a
two-out, go-ahead two-
run double from Aaliyah
Garcia, the Lady Knights
rallied from a 3-0 deficit
in the bottom of the sixth
inning, stunning Dobie
4-3 in an area-round win-
ner-take-all clash at Clear
Lake High School.

Dobie junior starting
pitcher Alana Ortega was
working on a scoreless
string of 10 innings in
the postseason when she
stepped into the circle for
the top of the sixth inning.

The Lady Longhorns,
who got a solo homer in
the top of the first inning
from Taylor Pleasants to
go with a two-run single
from Jacqueline Garcia in
the fifth, seemed in control
with its then 3-0 advan-
tage.

But the Lady Knights
got things started in the
sixth with a lead-off walk
from Katie Hoke.

Ortega came back to
strike out Erica Riley for
the first out, but Baylee
Freudenberg followed
with an RBI double, get-
ting Falls on the score-
board.

Niedermaier then

Having guided the Dobie varsity gir

Is’ basketball program to back-to-back dis-
trict titles and then bidistrict playoff round victories, head coach Shane Brown
stepped away from coaching to spend more time with family.

smacked an RBI single as
Falls got within 3-2.

A fielder’s  choice
helped Dobie register the
second out, and Ortega
took Garcia to 0-2 in the
count before it went full at
3-2.

Garcia then sent the
go-ahead, two-run double
to left, sending the Lady
Knights’ faithful into a
frenzy.

Dobie tried one last-
ditch effort in the top of
the seventh inning but it
wasn’t to be as Clear Falls
advanced.

Junior distance runner
Noa Miller was the person
of the week at Lutheran
South Academy after win-
ning a gold medal at the
Texas Association of Pri-
vate and Parochial Schools
5A Track and Field Cham-
pionships in Waco.

In a time of 1 minute,
59.55 seconds, Miller was
the first to the finish line in
the 800-meter run at Waco
Midway High School.

He was the lone gold
medalist for the Pioneers,
who also delivered numer-
ous solid performances
at state. The boys’ team
finished sixth in the final
totals, and the girls were
10th.

LSA’s Carson Noack
made a bid for gold in
the pole vault, where he
cleared 12 feet, 6 inches
but had to settle for a sil-
ver medal.

Atascocita, now one
of four newcomers to the
District  22-6A  varsity
baseball ranks this sea-
son ousted Dobie from
the bidistrict playoffs last
June with 7-0 and 13-6
victories over the Long-
horns. In 2017, King-
wood, which is also set to
join 22-6A, handed Dobie
a bidistrict playoff round
setback.

At 21-8 entering the
postseason, the Longhorns
were planning to give the
Eagles a run for their mon-
ey. But the Eagles sim-
ply got the jump in both
games.

Two runs in the bottom
of the first and two more
in their half of the second
gave the Eagles an early
4-0 lead en route to the 7-0
victory at Atascocita High
School.

Dobie then-sophomore
Daniel Garza pitched well
in his four-inning stint, but
walks, which were a prob-
lem in both games, helped
the Eagles.

Atascocita led the sec-
ond game 5-1 before the
Longhorns got to within
5-4. However, the Eagles’
eight-run fourth inning
provided the difference.

So Dobie’s 2018 season
was ended, while Atascoc-
ita, the No. 2 seed out of
District 21-6A, advanced
to take on Clear Falls in
the area playoffs.

The Texas Association
of Soccer Coaches rec-
ognized a select group of
players from the Dobie
varsity boys’ program.

A season after win-
ning the Region III title,
the Longhorns once again
stood out in 2018, going
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Special athletes, teams made 2018 year in sports one for the ages

Alerick Soularie, a freshman from Atascocita High School, was one of the top
hitters in a variety of categories for the San Jacinto College baseball program
as the team again reached the college world series. Soularie is now a sophomore
at the University of Tennessee after hitting .402 as a freshman with SJC.

20-4-3 over the course of

the season.

Dobie won its fourth
consecutive District 22-
6A championship with a
13-1 record and then went
on to defeat Goose Creek
Memorial and Friends-
wood before a regional
quarterfinal loss to North
Shore.

At season’s end, TAS-
CO honored District 22-
6A Most Valuable Play-
er Sebastian Leal, 22-6A
Goalkeeper of the Year
and 22-6A first team for-
ward Kevin Hernandez as
All-Region III first team
selections.

Oscar Trevino, also a
22-6A first team selection,
was a TASCO Honor-
able Mention pick. Clear
Brook senior Gareth Cup-
ples was a TASCO first
team choice, and senior
teammate Jordan Green-
shield was a TASCO Hon-
orable Mention choice.

Former Dobie High
School varsity football
head coach Mike Norman
landed on the staff at C.E.
King High School in the
Sheldon ISD as an offen-
sive assistant coach.

A longtime assistant
at Pearland High School,
Norman succeeded Jim
Phillips at Dobie prior
to 2015. The Longhorns
reached the postseason
that first year but sub-
sequently missed two
straight. Norman resigned
at Dobie following the
2017 campaign.

Dobie varsity girls’ bas-
ketball head coach Shane
Brown guided his team to
its second straight District
22-6A title and a bidistrict
playoff round win. He
then called it a wrap in the

coaching field.

Following a  sec-
ond-round playoff loss to
Alief Elsik, Brown elected
to leave his role, exiting a
program at Dobie that has
been on the rise under his
leadership.

Senior left-hander Kol-
by Johnson tossed a one-
hit shutout as the Lutheran
South Academy varsity
baseball team reached the
state championship game
with a 4-0 win over San
Antonio Christian at Cros-
by High School.

With the win, the Pio-
neers advanced to the Tex-
as Association of Private
and Parochial Schools’
Class 4A state champion-

ship game.
That meant two state
championships in four

seasons for the Lutheran
South Academy base-
ball program after a 7-3
win over Brook Hill Two
teams, and two very dif-
ferent paths to a crown.

State semifinal hero
Kolby Johnson was a
freshman pitcher on that
2015 team, and Lutheran
South Academy also fea-
tured right-hander Paul
Salazar, who was eventu-
ally drafted by the St. Lou-
is Cardinals.

Salazar, having battled
back from an injury set-
back, is now a free agent
looking to get back into
professional baseball.

Trent Franson and Evan
McDonald, older brother
to LSA’s Ethan McDon-
ald, were also among the
players to compete col-
legiately. Franson played
the 2018 season with San
Jacinto College.

But this 2018 team fea-
tured just four seniors.

Three Lutheran South
Academy baseball players
earned Texas Association
of Private and Parochial
Schools all-state nomi-
nations after helping lead
the Pioneers to the 2018
Division II state champi-

onship.
Johnson, a senior left-
hander and outfielder,

was terrific this season as
he helped the team win a
second state crown.

A University of Central
Arkansas commit, John-
son homered and tossed
a one-hitter in the state
semifinal game.

Following the season,
Johnson earned TAPPS
first team all-state status,
and junior shortstop Jar-
ed Chambers, who had a
two-run single in the state
final, was named to the
TAPPS second team all-
state accolades.

Additionally, Pioneers’
junior catcher Chad Allen
was named to the TAPPS
all-state honorable men-
tion list. Johnson  domi-
nated S.A. Christian on
the mound and also hom-
ered in the first inning to
give his team the only run
it would need to win the
state semifinal.

With one out in the first
inning, Johnson blasted a
solo shot over the left field
fence for a quick 1-0 lead.

LSA tacked on insur-
ance runs three times
during the game, with
leadoff hitter Evan Buis-
son driving in a pair.

Buisson was hit by a
pitch with the bases load-
ed and later rocked an
RBI triple as the Pioneers,
winners of 30 of 37 games
to that point in the season,
got within one win of the

state championship.

LSA began the post-
season with a 12-2, 13-2
series sweep of San Anto-
nio Incarnate Word before
beating rival Second Bap-
tist 3-2 to reach the state
tournament.

The San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball team won the
2018 Region XIV Tourna-
ment with an 8-7 win over
Northeast Texas Commu-
nity College, earning its
fourth consecutive berth
in the Alpine Bank Junior
College World Series.

Overall, it was the
26th JUCO World Series
appearance for San Jac,
which has won five na-
tional titles and finished as
national runner-up on 10
occasions.

Clear Brook High
School catcher Gavin
Machado was named a
District 24-6A first-team
pick for the 2018 sea-
son, as selected by the
league’s respective head
coaches.

Machado, a three-year
starter and currently a
freshman baseball player
at the University of Texas
at San Antonio, was one
of he most productive of-
fensive players in 24-6A
during the 2018 season
even as the Wolverines
struggled to a 2-12 finish
in the league.

Senior Yvonne Whaley
capped her brilliant four-
year varsity softball career
at Dobie by grabbing the
District 22-6A Most Valu-
able Player Award for the
2018 season.

Whaley, who is con-
tinuing her playing career
at Texas Tech University
this spring, led the 22-6A
ranks in hits and batting
average during both the
2017 and 2018 seasons.

Lutheran South Acad-
emy senior-to-be Adrian
Morales was named to
the All-Greater Houston
second team after leading
the Pioneers to the Texas
Association of Private and
Parochial Schools’ Divi-
sion 2 state title in March.

Morales tallied 31 goals
and 10 assists as he helped
the Pioneers to a 27-7-3
record, which included
a sudden death shootout
win over Garland Brighter
Horizons in the state title
game.

Dobie’s Sebastian Leal,
who guided the Longhorns
to a fourth straight District
22-6A championship and
an appearance in the Re-
gion III quarterfinals, was
a first-team AGH pick.

Following the 2018
softball season, seven stu-
dent-athletes from San
Jacinto College earned
post-season honors.

Freshman Allison Bra-
vo, a Class of 2017 Do-
bie High School grad-
uvate and  sophomore
Taylor McHenry were
both named to the all-con-
ference and all-Region
XIV first teams.

In addition, freshman
Michelle Kristoff, also of
Dobie and sophomores
Natalie Hoyt, Macken-
zie Kotrla, Katlyn Rivera
and Riley Bullen earned

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10
7 a.m.

AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse — Second
Thursday of the month, 9:30 a.m., Praise Chapel,
18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. The public is welcome and
encouraged to bring others. For details, call 281-910-
1971.

10 a.m.

Fun Bunch - for senior citizens, ages 55 and older,
meets the second Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. at
the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce, 10500
Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call Ronn Canon at 281-610-
8999 or the chamber at 281-481-5516.
Clear Lake Bridge Club — 299’er games Tuesday and
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club
at 281-480-1911 or email at jpochsner@aol.com for
details.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network — American
Business Women’s Association-South meets the sec-
ond Thursday, Spring Creek Barbeque, 9005 Broadway
(FM-518), Pearland. Lunch is 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(%20). Includes networking with professional business
women and guest speaker. Women of all ages/occupa-
tions invited. Bring business cards. Reservations appre-
ciated. Visit www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call
713-856-1611.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Area Republican’s Club — meets monthly on
the second Thursday (except December, June and July) at
the Pearland Church of Christ Annex, 2217 N. Grand Blvd.,

Pearland. For details, call Gary at 281-993-8335.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom’s — Rabbi Stuart Fede-
row hosts free discussions on Judaism and religion in
general, open to the public, second Thursdays, at Vic-
tor's, 1425 NASA Pkwy., (next to “space” McDonald’s).
This is the conservative synagogue in the Bay Area. For
details, contact the office at 281-488-5861 or at csh@
shaarhashalom.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Women’s Group, open
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM-518), Pearland,
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details,
call 713-856-1611.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11

7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club — Open games Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark,
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — West End Group,
noon, Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church,
12005 County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-
856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-
856-1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group — meets at CrossRoads
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Family members and friends of problem drinkers/
addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are
not alone, and discover choices available. For details,

call 281-484-9243.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous - “Breakfast with Bill”,
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church,
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference
room. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

10 am.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA,
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

11 am.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) — For
women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy.,
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-
487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club — Open games Saturday and
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — meeting at CrossRoads
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-
9243.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club — Open games Saturday and
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group — For adults who have lost a
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter
and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist
Church 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, call
281-487-8787.

Scleroderma Support Group — Do you know someone
with scleroderma? Join a support group on the second
Sunday, 2 to 4 p.m., at Memorial Hermann Northeast
Hospital in Humble. Bring a friend. Call Jacob Davila at
281-706-6232, or email jdavila @ scleroderma.org.
5:30 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery — A faith-based 12-Step Program,
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to
RSVP for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For
details, call 713-856-1611.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — meeting at CrossRoads
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, JANUARY 14

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park — Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 409-
454-5720 for details.
Clear Lake Bridge Club — Open games Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062.
Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

11:30 a.m.

Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park — 11:30 a.m.
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church,
1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship
Hall in back. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call
713-856-1611.

Continued on Page 4B

all-conference second
team honors.
Another season, an-

other without a national
championship for the San
Jacinto College baseball
program.

The Gators, second
overall at National Junior
College Athletic Asso-
ciation’s Division World
Series in both 2016 and
2017, finished third this
time around.

Following a 17-0 loss
to Walters State in sec-
ond-round action, San Ja-
cinto fought its way back
into title contention, elim-
inating Monroe, N.Y. 11-1
and Southern Idaho 8-6,
but then came trouble.

Chipola,, Fla., which
defeated the locals twice
consecutively to win the
2017 World Series crown,
eliminated SJC at the 2018
world series with an 11-0
win.

Chipola went on to win
its second straight national
title, beating Walters State
10-7 in the championship
finale.

San Jacinto, which fin-
ished the 2018 season at
49-17 overall, saw sopho-
more catcher Herbert Iser
named to the all-tourna-
ment squad.

In major league draft
news in June, San Ja-
cinto College freshman
left-handed pitcher Rylan
Kaufman of Friendswood
High School led the way
as San Jacinto College
saw seven of its base-
ball players selected in
the 2018 MLB First-Year
Player Draft earlier this
month.

Kaufman, who went
7-1 in 2018 as a starter
with a 2.18 earned run
average, was taken in the
12th round, the 362nd
player overall, by the
Kansas City Royals. In 53
2/3 innings over the 2-18
season, Kaufman fanned
59 hitters.

He also won a game in
the JUCO World Series as
the Gators finished third
overall in 2018.

Besides Kaufman, the
Gators had three other
pitchers and three posi-
tion players chosen over
the course of the three-
day draft.

Trey Dillard, who
stepped into the closer’s
role for the Gators and
wound up with a 2-0 re-
cord and seven saves, was
picked in the 16th round
by the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers.

Dillard, a Phoenix na-
tive, struck out 33 hitters
in just 21 innings of work.
The hard-throwing right-
hander finished with a
1.71 ERA.

San Jacinto’s first po-
sition player taken in
the draft was sophomore
catcher Iser, who helped
guide the Gators to back-
to-back World Series
appearances during his
career. In next week’s
Leader, we will continue
our look back at 2018 with
the final of three install-
ments. Be sure to pick up
what promises to be a hot
read.
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and you're guaranteed
a spin around the world
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sometimes just a friend...
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Shop in Private
CASH ONLY

environment, then Baywood
Crossing is for you.

We offer competitive pay rates
and benefits.

Please stop by and complete an
application at 5020 Space Center
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call
at (713) 575-1800
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Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?
Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly
HELP WANTED section!
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Turn those unwanted items in your garage
and closets into cash. Bring ads into the
Leader office by Tuesday or use the mail

281-481-5656

Lt the Seadsn /;5[/2
with your ac[as’ztéééng.

281-481-5656

REAL ESTATE

The

Southeast VFD
needs you!

We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd. If you have no, or very limited
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If
you have any previous fire or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service,
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site: www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly. Please come to one
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors! Your community needs you!

Available Office Space

Located in the Leader office building
Suitably Located On Beltway 8 @ Beamer

281-481-5656 or 281-948-2714

CALENDAR

Continued from Page 3B
MONDAY, JANUARY 14
6-8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC — Mercy Hearts meets on the second and fourth
Mondays, 6 p.m., at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale. The focus is
support for families of inmates and ex-offenders. The program will pro-
vide a complimentary meal, group Bible study and discussion. Child
care is provided. This is a confidential ministry and information will be
treated accordingly. For details, contact C. Talbot at 281-245-7072 or
Chucktal@msn.com.
6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 — Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Come,
improve crossword skills. Call 281-488-2923 for detalils.
Mended Hearts Cardiac Support Group — A national organization
dedicated to inspiring hope in heart patients and families meets the sec-
ond Monday at the Clear Lake Heart Towers auditorium, 495 Medical
Center Blvd., Webster. A free meal begins at 6:30 p.m., followed by a
speaker. For information, call 281-538-4648.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting,

First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.
9:30 a.m.
Carmeliters — a nondenominational senior citizen social group that
meets at 15500 El Camino Real in Clear Lake on the first and third
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. for a time filled with fun, fellowship, lending
library, coffee and bingo. The meetings are open to anyone age 50 or
older and there are no dues. Day trips and extended trips are avail-
able. Deposits are being taken for Texas Hill Country and Gulf Coast,
April 1 — 4; Cuba Cruise, Nov. 9 — 16; Classical Italy by Rail, Oct. 15
— 24; New York City Holiday, Dec. 6 — 10; and Classic Danube River
Cruise with Oberammergau Passion Play, June 7 — 16, 2020. Plan
ahead to join the trips. For details, call Marilyn at 713-947-2388.
9:30 a.m.

The Community Club — meets monthly on the third Wednesday at
Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Hwy., in Pasadena. Social time is 9:30
a.m.; meeting is at 10 a.m. The club is a charitable organization of wom-
en helping the Salvation Army feed and care for homebound elderly/
disabled people, children and the homeless, providing scholarships for
Bridge Over Troubled Water clients. Day trips may be scheduled, fol-

\_ J) 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church lowed by a guest speaker/program with fellowship and lunch. New mem-
NS 7" (youth building). For details, call 713-856-1611. bers and guests are invited. For details, email Jmopry @yahoo.com.
. Sagemont Civic Club — Meetings are held the second Monday, 10 a.m.
r HlN N = = = . 1 Sagemont Park Recreation Center, 11507 Hughes Rd. Clear Lake Bridge Club — Open games Monday, Wednesday and
. 7:30 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911
S th B lt Ello t L d LOOklng Congregation Shaar Hashalom - Israeli Folk Dancing on Monday, or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.
Ou e - ll'lg On ea eI' 7:30 — 9:30 p.m., 16020 EI Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or $35/10 11:30 a.m.
to sell sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 sessions for Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club — meets monthly, first and third
D dl- N nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For information, contact 281-488- Wednesday, Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena. For infor-
Leader Reader Ads eadaline: or lease 5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org. mation, email Teresa Dover at doverbookkeeper@aol.com.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Saint Luke’s 12 Step Recovery open Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group, noon,
I Personal: Noon Tuesday your home? meeting Mondays, 7:30 p.m. in the education bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.
77089. For details, call Russell at 832-483-6715. 1-3:30 p.m.
25 Words - $8 ¢ 3 Weeks $21 Ads Are Not Taken let us TUESDAY, JANUARY 15 Hometown Heroes Park — has Hump Day Dance to practice ball-
Business: Over The Phone 7 a.m. room dances (not lessons) in a casual environment. A variety of
’ help you' AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday,First United rhythms are played from entry to advanced dancing levels at 1001 E.
25 Words - $10 ¢ 3 Weeks $27 o Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference League City Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity
no changes, no refunds room. Call 281-487-8787 or drop in. card (see Tuesday 12:30 p.m. dance for d_etails). Help is available to
Place an 9:30 a.m. assist learning dance moves. For details information on the activity
. Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum — Exhibits include dioramas, a card, call the city at 281-554-1180.
ad in the turn-of-the-century doctor's office and an old-time kitchen. Tuesday 7 p.m.
South through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For Narcotics Anonymous (NA) — Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting,
details, call 713-472-0565. 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian
I I Belt_ 10 a.m. Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
. Clear Lake Bridge Club —299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m., Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention — Call 281-286-2525 (24-
Elhngton 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc- hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/sexual abuse sup-
I I L d f tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details. port for women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org for details.
eaaer S Noon 8 p.m.
wee kly Qlcl\c/:lthloligs Alnor(;yr'!wt:js t(A_IA)- I|1n7p1e£fe§<36N1og1n1ers Group, noon, 2245 Ovlcgholtijcs ':_L\.lgjonygmt:ufj - m(c.;:estingd at BCrossli%%%so SLJMCd oln
. Main, Pearland. For details, cal -856- . ednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., carsdale
R l E t t Rotary Club of Pearland — Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golfcrest Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.
I I eal LLSlale | country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch is $15. Variety of THURSDAY, JANUARY 17
. y ! interesting speakers. For details, call 281-900-7257. Email nalix @texas- 7 a.m.
Make checks payable to: section. citizensbank.com. 1930 — 130 QA tMl?gttindgl\] ‘;Er%aktfacs:th Witr? ?i(l)l;z'l'ul_f)sfday terc:IL(Jgh Flriday,d7 am.,
. :30 — 1:30 p.m. irst United Methodis urch, airmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in
S 0 uth B e It_ E I I in to n Le a d e r 11555 Free dance lessons —taught by Lewis and Betty Whistler (35 years of Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or drop in.
g Beamer experience) at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E League City Parkway, 10 a.m.
11555 B R d H t TX 77089 on Tuesdays. Bringing a partner is not required. There is a different Clear Lake Bridge Club — 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10
eamer noa ’ ous On, 281 dance focus monthly. For details, call Betty at 832-517-5833. For ques- a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email
- tions about League City’s activity card, call 281-554-1180. the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.
. . 1:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) — Imperfect Nooners Group, noon,
After Hours: Use mail slot in 281 _481 _5656 481-5656 TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) — #1530 meets at the Sagemont Park 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For more information, call 713-856-1611.
front of building facing Beamer. Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., For details, call Jeanette 6 p.m.
L I I S N BE EE e Sumrall at 713-946-3713. Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter — A social group

" South Belt Graphics & Printing |

NO}JOBETo0)S mall!

Now printing small-quantity orders!
Call§ForjInformation

281-484-433¢

2 p.m.
The National Active and Retired Federal Employees — NARFE
Chapter 941 meets the third Tuesday, El Franco Lee Park Community
Center, 9500 Hall Rd. Visitors welcome. For details, call Roy at 713-734-
1461 or EFL Center at 281-464-9708. No meeting in Aug.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class — Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea
Lark, 77062. For details/classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@
sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318.

7 p.m.
Houston Skyscraper Shadows Civic Club — meets the third Tuesday
of the month at 7 p.m. at 7900 Fuqua (inside Covenant of Faith United
Methodist Church). There is no meeting in December. For details, con-
tact Cathy @houstonskyscrapershadows.org or call 713-332-6294.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting,
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Positive Interaction Program — meets the third Tuesday, 7 p.m., at
Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria, first floor staff
meeting room. PIP is police and citizens working together making
neighborhoods safer. Bring a friend. For information, call Officer Richard
Buitron at 281-218-3900.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16

7 a.m.

AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m.,

focused on the culture, music, heritage and language of Texas
German immigrants. Meets the third Thursday, monthly, 6 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale
Blvd. Visitors welcome. Email OpaGivesHugs @ gmail.com for details.
7 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) - Women’s Group, open meeting, 7
p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian
Church (youth building). For more information, call 713-856-1611.

Smitl Lelt
Graphics & Prid

One stop for all your printing needs
11555 Beamer 281-484-4337
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SERVICE

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley 76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley 79 Dobie Grad

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

Free Estimates on New Equipment

Amertcam Stamdord.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

281-484-1818 4403 F.M.2351

g Lt the
Veadsn ﬁa[/z
with your

ac[os’zﬁiiéng.

Call 281-481-5656
2\ r

ELECTRIC

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS
* Free Estimates
Senior Citizen Disc.
* No Service Charge
* Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
* Insured
« TECL#21246

281-484-8542 V)
low rcss non o SRR

=  We accept most major credit cards.  MEMEAN

ISAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.}

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

A ALL BRAND APPLIANCE
AR & HEAT

SiNce 1972

Free Service Call with Repairs

Sageglen Resident For Over 20 Years

$100.00 Off New Equipment
713-451-0753 281-535-0402

TACLB5017E

Free
Estimates

JT Garage Door Systems

Repair, Replace, Install
Over 20 Years of Experience !

Contact Jason Teel
281-991-7697 k.

-

St Noustom

* Vinyl
* Hardi Board
Siding

PLUMBING

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

N

o JIMBERLINE 28' -48' 9683

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

A & M PAINTING

« PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « REMODELING « SHEETROCK
* TAPE & FLOAT » DEMOLITION * HAULING » FENCES
* CARPENTRY « PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281 '642'2939 Free Estimates

| CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS |

A-Rated on Angie’s List

\ MPL #18439 281-692-1 684 =B

GULF TEX REMODELING

Residential & Commercial - Insured
Kitchens ¢ Baths ¢ Plumbing ¢ Painting * Sheetrock ¢ Flooring
Patios * Concrete * Fences * Commercial Design & Build Out

Serving Houston for over 25 years
Flood Disaster
Specialist 832'891 '461 0

Free
Estimates

ANY SEASON

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Providing
environmentally &
friendly services |

with your
children and pets’
safety in mind.

2£ 281-484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth  Richard (Dick) Orth
Owner Operator
B.S. Chemistry

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

We service all major home appliances.
Our Professional Technicians will
provide you with service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

Same Day SERvICE

J&M SERVICE CO.

A Complete Service Company
Since 19853

Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels

* CERAMIC TILE * TUB & SHOWER
* WOOD FLOORS CONVERSIONS
* GRANITE * MEET ADA STANDARDS

* CULTURED MARBLE % SAFETY GRIP BARS
* PLUMBING * COMPLETE REMODELS

281-235-8073

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

TR -
T eE

7«;@ stimales
Ty mw
00 000000000 O0OCEOGOOGOEONOGONONOGONOEONOSNONOEOEONOIO
Carpentry / Repairs
Doors % Floors % Drywall
Fascia/Soffit % Painting % Rotten Wood
Alan Sallman

alansallman@comcast.net ®
0000 00000OCOEOGOEOGOEOGEONONONOSNOSNOIOS

713-515-3781
° oo

Garage Door Problems?

== cai Big Edd’s -
— Established 1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Soutl Belt
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all your printing needs
* Business Forms  Business Cards ®
Custom Letterheads & Envelopes *

Wedding Invitations * Thank You Notes

* Menus * Directories and much more!

11555 Beamer 281-484-4337

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

e All Tax Preparations
* Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

231-4381-4134

Primary Plumbing Services

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

713-643-7228
Ruben Murioz - MPL 17449 ]

¥

BEB
BER
f i

Support
Leader

Advertisers

LN

-

PAR 5 ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

South-Belt area owned and operated

Residential & Commercial Roofing
Complete Interior & Exterior Home Remodelmg

-'FCértmed

Fully Insured & Bonded—Always Free Estimates!

844-727-3483

cmaricle@par5roof.com
www.par5roof.com

(844) PAR-FIVE

CURRY INC.

A/C - HEATING SERVICE

We Service All =
Brands & Models -

Fall / Winter Checkups

713-643-5765
832-524-6854

Serving the Houston Area since 1965
TACLA#023879E

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

10% off Repairsji

Free estimates on new equipment.

A ratseant
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING .

L,
TACLB23730E

281-481-6308 '

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING

A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR
* BATHS / KITCHENS « ROOM ADDITIONS
¢ PAINTING* FLOORING ¢ SHEETROCK WORK
* SIDING * ROOFING ¢ CONCRETE ¢ FENCES
* GARAGE CONVERSION ¢ INTEGRITY
* COMMUNICATION ¢ QUALITY

281-487-2234 rererences - 3o+m:xn

wlessing Painting General Contractor LLc

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling
Roofing e Interior / Exterior Painting

= 281-779-5053

blessingpainting@yahoo.com
(4] www.blessingpainting.com
BHE

www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly
T OWNER OPERATOR - FREE ESTIMATES

Support Leader
Advertisers!

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts
Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

& Exterior

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION 3~

www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com

We have been Same
Name & Phone
Number Since 1991

Painting Interior

Additions - Kitchens
Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Qut — We Are Here To Stay

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell 281-455-1175

713-944-5257

Quality Work - Dependable
Free Estimates - References

If you want a

Siding All Types - Floors Quality Job
. . we are the
Conversions - Patios — Fences  ones for you
Concrete - Carpentry Work
— I@
Owner: Myron Lewis -
&~ B

Melvin D. Glover II1

Master License # 8069

vvvvvvvvvvvvvv

» SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.

Will Beat Most Estimates

Jim Elder
832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com
+ WATER DAMAGE REPAIR « POWER WASHING 4
* SHEeT Rock REePaIR ® WALLPAPER REMOVAL <
* PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
* RotteN Woop ReraR & SipiNG
¢ BatHrooM REMODELING ® PLUMBING

- B B B BBl BB B B B B

AAAAAAAAAA

VVVVVVVVVYVYVYY

AAAAAA

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways ¢ Patios ¢ Etc
Pool Demos & Trash Hauling

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

www.houstonconcrete.us

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

Garage Door Experts ® 20 Years Experience
Affordable Prices ¢ Free Estimates
*Replace Garage Doors *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets  *Lube, Tunes & Springs
ROGELIO 832-755-5245

www.rbgaragedoors.com rbgaragedoors@gmail.com
o Genie ®Craftsman eLift Master ®Chamberlain

I N . - - I N N - - E.....C.K.R..p.ﬁﬁ’i.\gﬁ....s
r COUPON " : * SHEETROCK % CARPENTRY REPAIRS :
| $200 o FOUNDATION REPAIR 13 *X0RX0oos’y S
(on jobs $2,500 & up) OR SEWER REPAIR I 5 ° .G:\l;y.s.allt:\:\n. o7ol;§:0801060:40909090 ° E
h — '\l wilhany otheroffer. One couponper house. J . '
FOUNDATION REPAIR Join us on Facebook!
OO SLAB SEUIEPAR | ot ool v
d - and updates
; Atticd Foundations | between % f
= - - £ |
— FREE ESTIMATES BB |Ssues )
Looking to
mrore | LAWN & GARDEN
your yard
the éasy ] [ DANS TREE
way? « FREE ESTIMATES » SERVICE
Call the " Shaping. Romoval || | REESTMATES NSURED
Leader g e « Toe « ot O » P S
Adpvertisers * Advertise 832-768-6292
foryour | <\ v AST - -
Lawn > / Arbor King Tree Service
& Garden! i * Trimming * Tree Topping * Tree Removal
) AR P « Trim Shrubs « Stump Grinding * Elevating
11555 Beamer | ./ > a‘\ o % « Emergency Storm - Free Estimates « Local South Belt resident
281-481-5656 832-660-3622  .meiseaen,
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The Dobie High School varsity boys’ team defeated Clear Creek 3-1 Jan. 5 at The Rig (back row) Josh Hernandez, Alan Lopez, Jean Arreguin, Adrian Garcia, Imanol Peiia,
in Pearland to claim the championship trophy at the Pasadena ISD Cup tournament.
Members of the team are, left to right, (front row) Israel Perez, Daniel Hernandez, ho, Gerardo Torres and Oscar Medrano. The Longhorns are now headed to the Austin
Alberto Chavez, Christian Saldivar, Illsen Urrutia, Oscar Trevifio, Fernando Portillo,

‘S "" #‘
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18 e Vil 48"
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Lakes Elite Showcase Jan. 10-12 in Austin.

Eris Acosta, Raul Hernandez, Eddie Benavides, Manuel Trejos, Isaac Cortez, Eli Dona-

L4}

At left, Dobie’s Oscar Trevino (8) watches as team-
mate Alberto Chavez (2) paces up the field against
Clements Jan. 4 during the Longhorns’ 2-2 tie
during Pasadena ISD Cup play. Dobie went on to
win the tournament championship Jan. 5 with a
3-1 win over Clear Creek at The Rig in Pearland.

Photo by John Bechtle

Austin Lakes Elite Showcase
Jan. 10-12, Austin

Dobie boys vs. Juarez Lincoln
Jan. 10, 3 p.m., Westlake H.S.

Dobie boys vs. Seven Lakes
Jan. 11, 1 p.m., Lake Travis H.S.

Dobie boys vs. S.A. Johnson
Jan. 12, 8 a.m., Lake Travis H.S.

Dobie girls at PNG invite
Jan. 10-12, Port Neches

Brook boys host CCISD tourn.
Jan. 10-12, Webster

Brook girls at I-10 Shootout
Jan. 10-12, Katy

Girls Classic January 3rd - 5th

Boys Showcase Janwary 17th - 19¢h

secure yet another tourney

Continued from Page 1B
ly in the final pool play
game for both teams, the
Longhorns were aggres-
sive on the attack but sim-
ply could not find the back
of the net in an eventual
scoreless tie.

Based on goal differ-
ential and other tiebreak-
ers, Dobie advanced to the
Pasadena ISD Cup cham-
pionship match, meeting
Clear Creek.

Like they did against
Channelview, the Long-
horns started quickly and
were able to ease past the
Wildcats for the champi-
onship trophy.

Manrique is not ready
to change the name of the
tournament to the Dobie
Cup. Far from it, but it’s
easy to see that his team
has used the annual event
to get its season off and
running.

This time around, the
Longhorns scored and as-
sisted on nine goals and
surrendered  five. Do-
bie figures to have solid
goal-scoring ability with
the likes of Nava, Chavez
and Hernandez up top.
Yet, the squad does have
some inexperienced play-
ers in the back.

“It doesn’t matter how

we got there (tournament
title), but we got there,”
Manrique said.

“We had to learn the
hard way against Clem-
ents, but we jumped on
Channelview and got
a nice win. Same thing
against Clear Creek.
You’re always proud of
the guys when you win a
tournament.”

The defensive group
gave up the equalizer late
against Clements, and
there were other miscues.
Manrique believes things
will improve with time,
but there is never enough
preparatory time in a reg-
ular season.

Benavides is a junior
with only junior varsi-
ty experience in the nets.
He’s replacing Ramon
Cahue, a two-time Goal-
keeper of the Year in Dis-
trict 22-6A who has since
graduated. Time and ex-
perience will help Bena-
vides, Manrique said, and
the rest of the defense will
need to step it up equally.

“Eddie (Benavides) is
stepping into a new role
in terms of playing var-
sity soccer, and there are
issues with speed of the
game, spacing needed and
other things.

“In terms of the entire
defense, we just have to
be a little smarter, a little
more clever. It’ll come in
time.”

Dobie will now trav-
el to the Austin Lakes
Elite Showcase in Aus-
tin, where a very difficult
three-game stretch awaits.

Over three days, the
Longhorns  will  face
Juarez Lincoln, San An-
tonio Johnson and Seven
Lakes, all ranked in the
Texas Association of Soc-
cer Coaches Preseason
Top 10 regional rankings.

“We’d like to be able to
go out and correct some of
our mistakes on the play-
ing field, but that’s not
going to be easy against
this caliber of opponents,”
Manrique said.

“Juarez, Johnson and
Seven Lakes are all ranked
regionally and will be
tough for us to handle.
We were able to possess
and control the ball for the
most part in this first tour-
nament, but I really think
we are going to be playing
a lot more without the ball
in this tournament.

“It’s another adjustment
we are going to have to
make against solid oppo-
nents.”

2019 postseason ban hits
San Jac baseball program

San Jacinto College,
one of the country’s pre-
miere junior college base-
ball programs, has been
banned from 2019 post-
season play, including the
JUCO World Series.

The National Junior
College Athletic Associ-
ation, the official govern-
ing body for JUCO ath-
letics, had yet as of press
time to formally issue an
announcement regarding
SJC’s penalty.

However, the official
NJCAA web site does list
San Jacinto College North
(home of the baseball pro-
gram) as indeed being on
probation for the remain-
der of the 2018-2019 ac-
ademic year, which en-
compasses the  spring
semester.

And multiple college
sources, including Gator
head coach Tom Arrington
and Amanda Fenwick,
vice president of market-
ing and public relations,
have confirmed that SJC
has been disqualified from

postseason  competition
for the coming spring se-
mester.

In a brief release issued
just prior to the holiday
break, Fenwick stated the
following: San Jacinto
College’s baseball pro-
gram has been placed on
probation for the Spring
2019 season by the NI-
CAA.

The NJCAA’s decision
was based upon what was
determined to be a viola-
tion of NJCAA rules re-
garding student athlete
Letters of Intent.

While San Jacinto Col-
lege had interpreted the
rules in a different way
in good faith, the College
respects the NJCAA’s de-
cision and as a result will
comply with the one-se-
mester probation.

San Jacinto College is
actively working to ad-
dress the situation and to
provide assistance to the
student-athletes affected.

The ruling opens the
door for another Region

XIV program to reach the
college world series lat-
er this summer, and also
dampens the Gators’ plans
for a possible title run.

Heading into 2019, San
Jac’s roster again stacks
up as one of the best in
JUCO baseball, with sev-
eral Gators rated among
the top 100 draft-eligible
junior college players in
the country.

The first official day for
preseason practice is Jan.
10, and the NJCAA will
release its annual presea-
son rankings Jan. 22.

SJC’s postseason ban
does not affect the regular
season, which begins Jan.
25 as the locals take part
in the College of Southern
Nevada Invitational.

Suffice to say, San Ja-
cinto College’s season
will boil down to show-
ing its talent on the field
during the regular season,
especially with a bevy of
professional scouts figur-
ing to be lurking weekly
as the season progresses.

| Lady Longhorn soccer

starts with three wins

Concordia was the win-
ner of the season-opening

.| Waller ISD Classic tourna-

Three wins in four matches at the Jan. 3-5 Waller ISD Classic got the Dobie
varsity girls’ soccer team off to a fast start this season. The locals are now head-
ed to the Port Neches Groves Invitational Jan. 10-12. Members of the team are,
left to right, Marissa Maxwell, Aylin Bonilla, Victoria Chu, Tori Nunez, Isabel

Area varsity basketball teams brace as playoff push nears

The second half of dis- three others in the varsity
trict play is here for one basketball ranks, and each
team and very close for of those programs face

Online registration at SBHLL

Online registration is currently underway within
the Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League as officials
prepare for the 2019 spring season.

For players ages 3 and 4 (born between Sept. 2014
and Jan. 1, 2016), the cost is $125, while those ages 5
through 16 (born between Sept. 2002 and Aug. 2014)
will pay $200 per player.

The league will also for the seventh season offer
children ages 5 to 18 with physical and/or mental
disabilities the chance to compete in the Challenger
division free of charge.

While online registration is preferred, there will be
additional in-person sign-up dates, including Jan. 12
from 9 a.m. to noon and 1:30 to 3 p.m. at the league’s
facility at El Franco Lee Park.

Late registration and tryouts will begin Jan. 19 at
the SBHLL facility.

For more information on sign-up opportunities,
including documents required to be turned into the
league during the sign-up process or the Challenger
division, visit www.eteamz.com/sbhll.

differing scenarios as the
games get bigger and big-
ger.

JFD girls are third

First-year Dobie varsi-
ty girls’ basketball coach
Jasmine Hartman has
her team in the mix for
a late-season run at first
place with eight games re-
maining in the race.

The Lady Longhorns
punished Memorial 52-32
Jan. 4 to close out the first
half of league play before
the team sat out a bye in
the schedule Jan. 8.

If not for a 50-48 loss
to Summer Creek at home
to begin league play, the
Lady Longhorns would be
even closer than their cur-
rent third position in the
standings.

Atascocita, a 43-29
winner over Dobie in the
first round of play, is out to

Castillo, Tania Collier, Kim Lara, (sitting) Natalie Armenta, Mystique Orte-
ga, Miranda Serrano, Marina Vasquez, Bryanna Rodriguez, Alondra Acevedo,
Maribel Garza, (standing) Emily Solis, Jade DeRobles, Hannah Lazo, Emily
Galvan, Yanely Perez, MaKenzie Rankins and Taiya Mitchell.

a 9-0 start in District 22-
6A action, with Summer
Creek at 8-1.

Dobie is third at 6-2
with Humble 6-3. Me-
morial is trying to stay in
the race at 4-5, and the re-
mainder of the league ap-
pears to be playing out the
string.

As for the Lady Long-
horns, they get another
shot at Summer Creek Jan.
11, playing on the road in
what is a huge game in the
standings.

JED boys need wins

The District 22-6A
varsity boys’ race is top-
heavy, with Summer
Creek at 7-0 and Humble
and South Houston both at
6-2. Atascocita scored an
easy win over Kingwood
Jan. 8 to move to 5-3.

What about Dobie?
At 3-4 after a 47-46 win

over Memorial Jan. 4, the
Longhorns are 3-4 with a
home game coming Jan.
11 against first-place Sum-
mer Creek.

Junior Marquice Scott
leads the Longhorns in
scoring at just over 13
points per game, and
Shannon Hayes has aver-
aged nine points a game.

CB boys at 2-1

An important 56-52
victory over Alvin has the
Clear Brook varsity boys’
basketball team in the run-
ning early on in the Dis-
trict 24-6A race.

Dickinson’s ~ Tramon
Mark, one of the area’s
leading scorers, has led the
Gators out to a 3-0 start in
the chase, which has been
matched by Clear Creek’s
3-0 start.

Clear Brook and Clear
Lake have both won two

of their first three league
games, while Clear
Springs and Clear Falls
are at 1-2. Alvin is winless
to this point at 0-4.

The Wolverines, led by
first-year head coach Na-
than Janak, are about to be
tested to the max.

On Jan. 11, the Wol-
verines will take on Clear
Lake at Bill Krueger Field
House.

Shifting ahead to Jan.
15, the Wolverines will
be at Clear Creek High
School to face the Wild-
cats.

Brook girls winless

A loss to Alvin Jan. 8
has left the Clear Brook
Lady Wolverines win-
less in five district games
to this point. The locals
have home games com-
ing against Clear Lake and
Clear Creek.

ment, but that didn’t stop
the Dobie varsity girls’
soccer team from winning
three of four games Jan.
3-5.

Aside from a con-
vincing 5-0 shutout loss
to eventual tournament
champion Concordia, the
Lady Longhorns blanked
three other opponents.

While the team is still
working on a set lineup in-
volving several first-year
players, head coach Bry-
an McDonald was pleased
with the way his team
competed.

“I thought we improved

our play with each game,
and that’s all you can ask
for. We got down 2-0 to
Concordia on a muddy
field, and I decided to sub-
stitute fairly freely in that
one. Concordia was very
good and went on to win
the whole thing. As far as
our play, I thought we did
some things well and gave
everything we had.

Dobie scored a 2-0 win
over Cypress Ranch to
open the season and also
defeated Bellville 2-0 to
finish pool play 2-1.

Concordia advanced to
the trophy round, so Dobie
played a friendly match
against Cypress Creek
Jan. 5, coming away with

another win.
Dobie obviously played
well defensively and capi-
talized on some goal-scor-
ing chances.

Emily Solis led Dobie
with a pair of goals over
the four games, and Vic-
toria Chu and Alondra
Acevedo found the net.
Taiya Mitchell scored on a
penalty kick for the Lady
Longhorns.

Now it’s on to the tough
Port Neches Groves tour-
nament Jan. 10-12, and
McDonald simply wants
to see progress.

“We're still experi-
menting with some play-
ers in different spots as we
go along,” he said.

Age 10-11 select football showcase planned

A group of Dobie High School graduates is set to host a tryout for 10-year-old
football players (can be 11 years old if before July 1, 2019) Saturday, Jan. 26, at
Dobie High School. The tryout is expected to begin around 10 a.m. The staff is
looking to build a roster of 25-30 players to compete in a showcase tournament
Feb. 23-24 in San Antonio. The coaching staff is headed by Dobie graduate and
head coach Emmanuel Edmondson, assistant head coach Kelton Bailey as well as
Vance and Vaughn Leonard, and Maurice Poullard. For additional information or
details, direct email to Bailey at keltonmb@yahoo.com.

Thompson versus Beverly Hills hoops Jan. 14

Pasadena ISD’s annual Beverly Hills versus Thompson intermediate basketball
clashes will play out Monday, Jan. 14, with the boys’ games contested at Dobie
High School and the girls’ games playing out at Thompson Intermediate. In both
cases, the seventh-grade and eighth-grade Dark team action will tip things off at 5
p.m. with the Light divisions to follow around 6:15 p.m.

High school softball practice begins
Dobie and Clear Brook will join the many high school softball programs start-

ing practice Friday, Jan. 18, in preparation for the 2019 season. The first allowable
day for scrimmages is Jan. 26, and the regular season will begin Feb. 11.
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