
 Police have arrested 
one of two suspects in-
volved in an armed rob-
bery of a game room that 
left one woman dead in 
the 8500 block of Alm-
eda Genoa on Friday, 
Aug. 30.
 Obed Rodriguez, 
20, has been charged in 
the 176th State District 
Court with capital mur-
der in the fatal shooting 
of 37-year-old Yolanda Lara, of Pasadena, an 
employee at the Monroe Gameroom.
 According to the Houston Police Department, 
the two suspects were let into the game room by 
a security guard at roughly 6:45 p.m. 
 The men immediately drew pistols and forced 
the security guard to the fl oor along with mul-
tiple customers and employees.
 Lara was shot during the robbery and pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Witnesses told inves-
tigators Lara had complied, and it was unclear 
why she was shot.
 Following the robbery, the two men fl ed on 
foot.

Girl Scouts set rallies
 Local Girl Scout rallies for South Belt area, 
East Pearland, and Friendswood are planned 
for girls in kindergarten through 12th grade as 
well as adults interested in leadership opportu-
nities. South Belt’s will  be Thursday, Sept. 5, 
at The Gardens, 12001 Beamer, from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 7, will be rallies for 
Friendswood and Pearland. For more informa-
tion, visit www.shootingstarsgs.org.

ESL classes at Genoa UMC
 Genoa United Methodist Church, 12501 
Palmsprings, is currently holding free English 
as a Second Language (ESL) classes on 
Wednesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. during the fall 
semester. Call 713-946-2312 to register.

Sagemont to host banquet
 Sagemont Church will  host Christian sing-
er Mark Lowry and pianist Stan Whitmire 
Thursday, Sept. 5, for the annual Less than the 
Least Ministries banquet. Donations are $50 
per seat. A chicken dinner will be provided. 
The event is from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. For more information, call 281-224-
3131 or visit www.lessthantheleast.org.

All invited to parade, bonfire
 The South Belt Community is invited to 
attend the third annual J. Frank Dobie home-
coming parade and bonfire Thursday, Sept. 
12. The parade will honor veterans.
 The route  begins at 7:15 p.m. at El Franco 
Lee Park, goes down Hall Road, turns right on 
Southbluff toward Dobie, then left at the ten-
nis courts, passing the front of the high school 
and making a right at Dobie’s second main 
entrance, then heading to the campus’ back 
student parking lot near the retention pond 
where the pep rally and bonfire will be held. 
The bonfire is estimated to light at 8 p.m. 
Dobie welcomes the entire community at no 
charge..

Lariaettes hold clinic
 The Dobie Lariaettes will hold their annual 
Hand and Stand Dance Clinic Tuesday, Sept. 
24. Participants will learn the Lariaettes’ stand 
routines, and sit with the Lariaettes at the first 
half of the Dobie versus South Houston game 
on Thursday, Sept. 26, at 6 p.m. at Veterans 
Stadium.
 The clinic will be held at Dobie High 
School from 6 to 8 p.m.  Tuesday, Sept. 24, for 
children in pre-k through eighth grade. 
Preregistration is $25 or at the door is $35, 
cash or money order only.  Participants who 
preregister will receive a shirt, which guaran-
tees them free admission to the game. For 
additional information, contact Maria Zuniga 
at Mariadg31@yahoo.com or 713-314-6086.

JFD girls’ soccer to meet
 The Dobie girls’ soccer booster club will 
host its first meeting of the 2013-2014 offsea-
son in preparation for the new season that 
opens in January. The meeting will be held 
Tuesday, Sept. 10, in the annex located across 
from the school’s athletic field house. The 
meeting will begin at  7 p.m. Parents of cur-
rent players are encouraged to attend as 2013-
2014 club officers will be elected.

Blood drive at St. Luke’s
 The Knights of Columbus at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church, 11011 Hall Road 
is hosting a blood drive in the social hall from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Sept. 15. The public 
is invited to participate.

CarePartners at Cabrini
 The Interfaith CarePartners Ministry at St. 
Frances Cabrini Catholic Church, 10727 
Hartsook St., provides a  gathering for persons 
with Alzheimer’s, dementia, Parkinson’s, 
strokes and similar disabilities and their care-
takers on the third Friday of each month from 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. consisting of a continen-
tal breakfast,  arts and crafts, exercises, enter-
tainment, a sing-a-long, devotional break, 
lunch, and ending with a bingo game. The 
next gathering will be Friday, Sept. 20. The 
theme will be “Mexican Fiesta Celebration.” 
Anyone who has a family member or knows 
of someone with these challenges, is welcome 
to attend. Call 713-682-5995 to register or for 
additional information, or visit interfaith 
carepartners.org.

9/11 Heroes Run set
 The third annual Houston 9/11 Heroes Run, 
a 5K run that honors the fallen, will take place 
at Ellington Airport on Saturday, Sept. 7, 
beginning at 8 a.m. Opening ceremonies will 
begin at 7:30 a.m. Registration costs are $30 
for individuals and $100 for a family of four. 
Packet pickup and registration will take place 
at the airport Friday, Sept. 6, from 3 to 8 p.m.  
 Large portions of the proceeds raised stay 
in the host community to support local veter-
ans, their families and fi rst responders. The 
2013 Houston race will donate locally to 
Assist The Offi cer and the Houston Fire 
Fighters Burned and Crippled Children’s 
Fund. Remaining proceeds will support Travis 
Manion Foundation Challenge Grants, which 
benefi t veterans and families of fallen service 
members. For additional information, visit 
911HeroesRun.com.
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Suspects sought in takeover-style bank robbery
 By James Bolen
 Police are searching for three to four suspects 
involved in a bank robbery Tuesday, Sept. 3, at 
the Wells Fargo in the 11100 block of Scarsdale.

 Shauna Dunlap, a spokeswoman for the FBI, 
described the incident as a takeover-style rob-
bery, as the suspects took the bank over by force, 
rather than just handing a teller a note.

 Witnesses said the men entered the bank wear-
ing ski masks and forced everyone to the ground 
at gunpoint.
 Dunlap said the suspects were very aggres-
sive, pushing victims and holding pistols to their 
faces.
 Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce were the fi rst to arrive at the 
scene, getting to the bank just a couple of min-
utes after the robbery.
 They were later joined by Houston police of-
fi cers and FBI agents. 
 There were reportedly around 20 people, in-
cluding employees, inside the bank at the time of 
the robbery.
 Many of the victims’ family members showed 
up at the location following the incident and 
were keeping in contact by cell phone.
 After getting an undisclosed amount of cash 
from both the bank and customers, the suspects 
fl ed the scene in a white Dodge pickup truck. 
Minutes after being relieved at the scene by the 
FBI, Precinct 2 Deputy Marcus Anderson found 
the vehicle in the parking lot of Memorial Her-
mann Southeast Hospital, where it had crashed 
into another car belonging to a patient at the fa-
cility. The truck had been reported stolen earlier 

in the day.
 It is unclear if the suspects then got into an-
other vehicle or fl ed on foot.
 Investigators initially believed the suspects 
had fl ed with a tracking device from the bank, 
but the men soon found the device and discarded 
it.
 Despite the rough physical nature of the 
crime, there were no reported injuries.
 Witnesses reported seeing three men inside 
the bank, but it is suspected a fourth suspect was 
driving the getaway vehicle, according to Pre-
cinct 2 Sgt. Mike Kritzler.
 While the FBI would not release a description 
of the suspects at press time, Kritzler described 
them as all being black.
 The investigation is ongoing, and the FBI is 
currently reviewing surveillance footage of the 
incident.
 A similar robbery at the same bank took place 
back in June 2012 by someone the FBI dubbed 
the “Abe Lincoln Bandit” due to his unique fa-
cial hair. No arrests were ever made in that case.
 Anyone with any information about either in-
cident is urged to contact Crime Stoppers at 713-
222-TIPS (8477) or the Houston FBI branch at 
713-693-5000.

PISD begins 2011 bond items
 Several local Pasadena Independent School 
District campuses are undergoing renovation 
projects as part of a 2011 bond referendum.
 A new roof is being installed at Morris Middle 
School. The $580,000 project began July 25 and 
is expected to be complete Sept. 6.
 The gymnasium at Stuchbery Elementary is 
currently undergoing a massive renovation ef-
fort. The project will add a new ceiling, install 
new heaters and air conditioners and enlarge the 
existing restrooms. Stuchbery students will share 
Thompson’s gym until construction is complete 
Sept. 27. Estimated cost is $500,000.
 A new gymnasium is being constructed at 
Melillo Middle School. The gym will be the sec-
ond one located at the campus. Work on the $1.1 
million project began April 9 and will continue 
through March 2014.
 A new ceiling was recently installed on the 
cafeteria at Thompson Intermediate. Work on 
the $70,000 project began July 23 and was com-
pleted Aug. 26.
 Roof repairs on Frazier Elementary totaling 
$50,000 were recently completed. Work on the 
project began June 11 and were wrapped up on 
July 2.
 Roof repairs were also done on Burnett El-
ementary. Again, work on the $50,000 project 
took place between June 11 and July 2.
 The gymnasium at Jessup Elementary is cur-
rently undergoing a $500,000 renovation. Work 
began on July 30 and is expected to be complete 
Sept. 30.
 Passed by voters in November 2011, the bond 
provided $270.1 million in funding for various 
projects deemed necessary by PISD offi cials.
 Prior to the referendum, a group of 50 commu-
nity members and parents from across the school 
district formed the Future Facilities Committee. 
The group looked at enrollment projections, ana-
lyzed district needs and recommended that the 
school board call for a bond election with these 

items included.
 Projects recommended by the committee in-
cluded a new career and technical high school, 
three new middle schools and fi ve replacement 
campuses for existing schools.
 An estimated 1,500 students will be enrolled 
in the new career and technical high school, 
which is scheduled to open fall 2014. The cam-
pus will provide students the opportunity to pur-
sue pathways in programs such as health science; 
business and public service; agriculture; technol-
ogy, engineering and energy; construction and 
manufacturing; and transportation and shipping.
 The program, currently housed at the L.P. 
Card Career and Technical Center, will be ex-
panded to incorporate a full high-school curricu-
lum, thereby relieving overcrowding issues at all 
fi ve high schools. The 246,000-square-foot facil-
ity is located at Beltway 8 and Genoa-Red Bluff.
 The three new middle schools will complete 
the district’s adoption of the middle-school con-
cept, which began with the previous bond issue 
in 2004. Each middle school provides fi fth- and 
sixth-grade instruction.
 Two of the new schools would feed into 
Queens Intermediate and Park View Intermedi-
ate, which currently follow the Grade 6-8 model. 
One would be built to relieve overcrowding and 
provide for growth in the areas served by Lomax 
and Melillo middle schools.
 Projected cost for the four new schools, in-
cluding the career and technical high school, is 
$101.8 million. 
 The bond provided $80.3 million to replace 
all or part of fi ve existing campuses, all of them 
at least 59 years old.
 The campuses at Queens Intermediate, Gar-
dens Elementary and South Shaver Elementary 
will be completely replaced. Queens was built 
in 1952, Gardens in 1944 and South Shaver in 
1949.

Continued on Page 4A

Getaway truck crashes

Precinct 2 Deputy Marcus Anderson (center) found the getaway vehicle used in the Sept. 
3 Wells Fargo bank robbery in the parking lot of Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital. 
The stolen Dodge truck had crashed into another vehicle and was left running. Shown 
above with Anderson are, left to right, Sgt. Mike Kritzler and Sgt. Fermin Vasquez.

Photo by Marie Flickinger

JFD homecoming court named

Dobie recently named its homecoming court. Members shown above are, left to right, 
(front row) Emmi Kieu, Emily Sargent, Joanna Espinoza, Amber Nguyen, (back row)
Jessy Cedeno, Taylor Stoves, Thien Long Nguyen and Josh Guillory. The homecoming 
king and queen will be announced when Dobie takes on the Clear Falls Knights on Sept. 
13 at Veterans Memorial Stadium.                                                                  Photo submitted

Woman murdered at game room
 Surveillance footage 
shows a suspect, later 
identifi ed as Rodriguez, 
as being the gunman.
 Police have released 
surveillance footage of 
the second suspect, but 
his identity remains un-
known at press time.
 The shooting took 
place just hours after 
a similar robbery at a 
game room on Kleckley 
just a few blocks away. 
 In that incident, an attempted robbery suspect 
was shot and transported to Ben Taub General 
Hospital.
 Police said the two crimes do not appear to be 
related.
 Game rooms have become a common tar-
get for robberies in recent months. Police said 
it is because as the operations often have large 
amounts of cash on site.
 Anyone with information on the identity of 
the second suspect is urged to contact the HPD 
Homicide Division at 713-308-3600 or Crime 
Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS (8477).

Multiple new state laws take effect
 Multiple new state traffi c and criminal laws 
went into effect on Sunday, Sept. 1.
 “As a result of these new provisions, Texans 
now have additional protection while traveling 
our roadways, and individuals who disregard our 
laws will face tougher penalties for a variety of 
crimes,” said Texas Department of Public Safety 
Director Steven McCraw. “DPS encourages all 
residents to educate themselves about the laws 
affecting their lives and to do their part in keep-
ing Texas safe.”
 Note that the following is not a comprehen-
sive list of all new laws passed by the Texas Leg-
islature.
 •  HB 347 expands the current limitations 
on wireless communication device (cell phone) 
use in an active school crossing zone to include 
the property of a public elementary, middle, or 
junior high school for which a local authority 
has designated a school crossing zone. The use 
will be restricted only during the time a reduced 
speed limit is in effect for the school crossing 
zone. Further, it will not apply to vehicles that 
are stopped, or drivers using a hands-free device 
or making an emergency call.
 •  HB 1174 amends current statute to increase 
the minimum fi nes for the misdemeanor offense 
of passing a stopped school bus loading or un-
loading children. The minimum fi ne increases 
from $200 to $500, and the maximum fi ne for 
such an offense increases from $1,000 to $1,250. 
The bill also enhances the penalty for a second or 
subsequent conviction of that offense committed 
within fi ve years to a misdemeanor punishable 
by a minimum fi ne of $1,000 and a maximum 
fi ne of $2,000.
 •  SB 181 allows a motor vehicle operator the 
option of using a wireless communication device 
(such as a cell phone) to display motor vehicle 
fi nancial responsibility (proof of insurance) in-
formation as evidence of fi nancial responsibility. 
The display does not constitute effective consent 
for a law enforcement offi cer, or any other per-
son, to access the contents of the wireless com-
munication device except to view the fi nancial 
responsibility information. This bill is effective 
immediately.
 •  SB 510 requires drivers to move over or 
slow down (as required depending on the road-

way) when approaching a stationary Texas De-
partment of Transportation vehicle with its lights 
activated and not separated from the roadway by 
a traffi c-control device. This provision expands 
the state’s Move Over/Slow Down law, which 
already requires drivers to yield to tow trucks, 
police, fi re and emergency vehicles. Violators 
would commit a misdemeanor offense punish-
able by a fi ne of up to $200; punishable by a fi ne 
of $500 if property damage occurs; or a Class 
B misdemeanor if the violation results in bodily 
damage.
 •  HB 625 clarifi es that the penalty for operat-
ing a vehicle on a public highway without dis-
playing the two license plates assigned to the 
vehicle is a misdemeanor offense punishable by 
a fi ne not to exceed $200.
 •  HB 3668 amends current statute to require 
the operator of a vehicle involved in an accident 
that results or is reasonably likely to result in the 
injury or death of a person to immediately de-
termine whether a person is involved in the ac-
cident, and if so, whether the person requires aid, 
in addition to other existing statutory require-
ments.
 •  SB 275 increases the penalty for leaving the 
scene of a motor vehicle accident resulting in the 
death of a person and failing to render aid from 
a third-degree felony to a second-degree felony. 
A second degree felony carries a punishment of 
two to 20 years in prison and an optional fi ne not 
to exceed $10,000, whereas a third degree felony 
carries a penalty of two to 10 years in prison and 
an optional fi ne not to exceed $10,000.
 •  HB 1284 increases the penalty for the of-
fense of initiating, communicating or circulating 
a false report of an emergency (such as a bomb 
threat) involving an institution of higher educa-
tion from a Class A misdemeanor to a state jail 
felony. This bill is effective immediately.
 •  HB 124 adds salvia divinorum (unless un-
harvested and growing in its natural state) – in-
cluding all parts of the plant, seeds and extracts 
from a part of the plant – to Penalty Group 3 of 
the Texas Controlled Substances Act.
 •  HB 2637 provides that an individual fraudu-
lently using identifying information to avoid reg-
istering as a sex offender to be punished at the 
next highest degree felony.

  Obed Rodriguez  Unknown suspect
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 In My Opinion

    South Belt resident John-
ny Martinez, 52, died Sun-
day, Aug. 25, 2013. 
 He fought a courageous 
battle with renal failure 
and other medical compli-

Deaths

Johnny Loredo 
Martinez Jr.

Shirley Richter
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 John E. Connealy, 81, 
died Friday, Aug. 30, 2013, 
after a strong fi ght with 
cancer. He was a longtime 
South Belt resident before 
retiring to Baytown.
 Connealy is survived 
by his wife of 56 years, 
Joan; two sons, State Fire 
Marshall Chris Connealy 
of Austin, and Troy Con-
nealy and wife Sharon of 
Alabama; two daughters, 
Liz Farrell of Friend-
swood, and Sharon Chris-
man and husband Brian of 
Sagemont; eight grandchil-
dren, Brent, Kyle, Rick and 
Samantha Connealy, Eliza-
beth and Johnathan Farrell 
and Danielle and Travis 
Chrisman. Connealy’s life 
was dedicated to his family 
and church. He served in 
the U.S. Navy, and retired 
as a manufacture represen-
tative in the grocery busi-
ness after 34 years.
 Services were held at 
Sacred Heart Church in 
Crosby on Sept. 2. To post 
a tribute to the family, visit 
www.crespoandjirrels.com.

John E. 
Connealy

Protecting yourself
against burglaries
 The fi rst step in arming yourself 
against burglary is to understand how a 
burglar thinks.
 According to a 2010 FBI crime report, 
65 percent of residential burglaries oc-
curred during the day. Thieves tend to 
strike when you’re at work or running 
errands, not at night when everyone is 
home and can be alerted.
 A surprising statistic from the National 
Burglar and Fire Alarm Association esti-
mates nearly one-third of burglars enter 
through the front door. Burglars will also 
be looking for spare keys and unlocked 
windows on the ground level. According 
to a 2013 report by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, “from 1994 to 2011, the 
largest proportion of burglaries involved 
completed unlawful entries, in which 
someone with no legal right to be in the 
residence entered without use of force.”
  Typically, thieves spend less than 
60 seconds infi ltrating your home, 
which means they’ll often abandon a 
well-guarded home. These people often 
live within a few miles of your home and 
tend to be young males under the age of 
25, so it’s unlikely you’re dealing with a 
professional burglar.
 Most burglaries can be avoided 
through simple, preventative measures. 
However, failing to take precautions 
leads to an average of $2,185 in stolen 
property.
Preventative Measures
 Burglary rates spike during the months 
of June, July and August. People tend to 
visit family and go on vacation during 
these months. If you’re leaving town for 
an extended period of time, it’s import-
ant to make your house seem occupied. 
Smart burglars will notice signs of your 
absence, so ask neighbors to pick up 
your newspapers and mail. Also consider 
removing spare keys until you get back 
from your trip.
  Burglars use the environment around 
them to their advantage. High, untrimmed 
shrubbery and trees might add privacy, 
but they’re also an invitation for burglars. 
Keep the exterior greens around your 
home trim and lean.
Hesitation is Prevention
 Instead of giving burglars reason to 
invade your home, give them reason to 
hesitate. Have a dog? Put up a “beware 
of dog” sign. Don’t have a dog? Put one 
up anyway. The same rule applies to 
home security systems. According to the 
National Burglar and Fire Alarm Associ-
ation, 90 percent of convicted burglars 
said they’d abandon a home invasion if 
an alarm went off. However, simply put-
ting up an alarm system sign might deter 
the burglar from entering your home all 
together. Also consider motion-sensitive 
lighting for the 35 percent of burglaries 
that occur at night. Reduce the chance of 
a home invasion by creating mental ob-
stacles for burglars to hurdle.
  Smart home security is habitual and 
basic. Lock the doors and windows every 
time you go out, even if it’s a quick trip. 
Most burglaries only last 8-12 minutes 
and aren’t forced entries, so lock up.
submitted by:                        Gary Waits

Difference between  
observation, admission
 Matt Narrett, M.D., is chief medical 
offi cer for Erickson Living and leads the 
medical team at all Erickson Living com-
munities. He received his medical degree 
from Harvard Medical School and has 
been providing care for seniors for over 
three decades.
 Did you know that an overnight hos-
pital stay may be characterized by Medi-
care in two very distinct and different 
ways? Your stay may be classifi ed as “ob-
servation” or “admission”, even though in 
both cases, you are physically occupying 
the very same hospital bed and receiving 
the very same care. While this may seem 
odd, it is important to understand how 
your stay is characterized because it has 
profound implications for how the cost of 
your care will be paid.
 If you are “admitted,” your stay is 
covered by Medicare Part A benefi ts; 
if you are being “observed” your stay is 
covered by Medicare Part B and Part D 
benefi ts. Depending on your supplemen-
tal or Medicare Advantage insurance 
coverage, there are frequently more co-
pays with an observation stay than an 
admission stay. Being under observation 
means you have a medical problem that 

requires hospital care and a stay, but 
your condition isn’t considered serious 
enough to warrant an actual admission 
to the facility. This classifi cation is on the 
rise; from 2006 to 2010 the number of ob-
servation claims submitted to Medicare 
rose 46% and stays longer than 48 hours 
tripled. This can be costly.
 If you have an observation stay, you 
might be in a position of even greater fi -
nancial liability if you go to a skilled nurs-
ing facility (SNF) for therapy and rehab 
after your hospital stay. Under the current 
rule, Medicare will only cover a SNF stay 
if you’ve been in the hospital for three 
midnights under “admitted” status. You 
are fi nancially responsible for most of the 
cost of the rehab stay if your admission 
to the hospital was for observation un-
der standard Medicare rules. If you have 
Medicare Advantage, you may have the 
rehab stay covered independent of your 
hospitalization status.
 When you review your insurance 
options, it is certainly worth checking 
whether you will have rehab coverage af-
ter an “observation” stay.
 While this may seem overwhelming, 
please know you are not at the mercy of 
the system when it comes to this prob-
lem. Asking the right questions can save 
you a lot of headaches. When in the hos-
pital, speak with a case manager, patient 
advocate, clinical staff, or hospital ad-
ministrative staff. Also, don’t leave your 
doctor out of the loop. A survey of physi-
cians found that 77% are very concerned 
about the issue of their patients being 
placed on observation status, especially 
if it’s without their knowledge. If your doc-
tor disagrees with the hospital’s decision 
about your status, ask them if they can 
help.
 Finally, you have the right to appeal 
any of Medicare’s non-coverage deci-
sions. In most instances, if your initial 
appeal is denied, you can escalate it to a 
second or even third level of review. This 
appeal process is in place for almost 
all private insurances as well. Although 
it might seem like a lot of paperwork, it 
could save you thousands of dollars in 
the end.
 It’s important to know that you are not 
without support in this process. Your doc-
tor can be one of your best advocates. 
Don’t be afraid to ask for help.
Courtesy of G. Mayo, TRTA 

Submitted by 
Stephen Coycault

Karl Sweet responds 
to Semler’s letter
 Mr. Semler’s article, printed back on 
August 22nd , mentioned many aspects 
of our First Amendment. He ended up 
stressing one aspect and mostly ignored 
the others that balance it.
  Referring to religious symbols being 
removed from public places, he per-
ceives an attack on our religious free-
doms. His article sounds eloquent, but 
it’s the aspects he mostly ignored that 
brings the law back to equally protecting 
all beliefs. The aspects he didn’t focus 
on much, is where the government can’t 
make a law respecting an establishment 
of religion, and Freedom of Speech. The 
First Amendment works in concert with 
all of its wording. So these two aspects 
bring back into focus the extent we and 
our government can operate. By the law 
protecting both Freedom of religion and 
Freedom of Speech, it blends them into 
being our beliefs.
  There is a difference between just 
saying “public places” and this actually 
being about government and state build-
ings. The mall is a public place and the 
owners are still free to display chosen 
belief symbols. Heck, crosses, bibles, 
Buddha fi gures and Pagan symbols are 
on display to sell, but government and 
state buildings like schools, post offi c-
es, courts, etc., by association have to 
follow our First Amendment. That’s so 
all Americans are treated equally when 
visiting them. All Americans either have 
no choice but to show up to those build-
ings (like to court or public schools) or 
they have an equal right to show up (like 
the ability to use a post offi ce). Those 
buildings are representative of what our 
government provides, so by default they 
can’t promote what individuals believe. 
  Belief symbols have slowly made their 
way into our government and state build-
ings. These issues are being brought to 
light within our courts and found to be in 
violation of our constitution. These are 
the symbols being removed. This nation’s 
constitution was constructed to respect 
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and protect all citizens. It blends us into 
one society from being immigrants from 
all over the world.
  An idea would be to display all sym-
bols or none. That would be fair, but how 
realistic is equally displaying thousands 
of belief symbols? By the fact that belief 
symbols have been ordered removed 
by different courts all across America, 
in part, proves the law’s intention and 
ability. And it’s not like the symbols being 
removed have always been there as in-
sinuated. From what I could fi nd, around 
62 years had past before the fi rst sym-
bol showed up on government property 
when phrases with God were added onto 
our currency, (which like our government 
buildings, all Americans have to use). 
The law had been forgotten. 
  Mr. Semler talks about how the First 
Amendment is based around uncon-
ditional protection of religion. He also 
states, “We are guaranteed freedom of 
religion, not freedom from religion”. But 
the Amendment protects everyone’s be-
liefs no matter how involved and loud, no 
matter how simple and quiet. From the 
law’s protection, you shouldn’t be able 
to tell between a person silently holding 
religious beliefs and those with non-reli-
gious philosophical beliefs. As aspects of 
the First Amendment are referred to by 
its parts, (like Freedom of Speech and 
Separation of church and state), Amer-
icans from each end of the belief spec-
trum view the law for how they’re protect-
ed by it. It provides Freedom of religion 
as well as Freedom from religion.
  He stated “The actions and decisions 
of our founding fathers were guided by 
their belief in the Creator…”. Most don’t 
realize that “God” isn’t mentioned one 
time in our constitution. To reference 
God, would go against the First Amend-
ment. The founding fathers who drafted 
our constitution contributed to the En-
lightenment Period and “The Age of Rea-
son,” Then they used values from that 
line of thinking as the basis for outlining 
man-reasoned, “self evident” laws for our 
constitution. 
  There is a documentary that walks 
through actual letters from a few main 
architects of our constitution. The letters 
reveal thoughts and intensions to specifi -
cally make our constitution non-religious. 
From the letters, it becomes obvious that 
many of them may have believed in A 
God, but didn’t care for religion. To see 
for yourself, that documentary is: The 
Hidden Faith of our Founding Fathers, 
by Chris Pinto. It’s currently available to 
watch on-line for free. Use this link to 
search for it. http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xU24fJ4NQxo
  May God saturate everyone and ev-
erything with the Highest Good,
    Karl Sweet 

(Previous resident of Sagemont)

Kee writes on the 
looming jobs crisis
 Five years after the Great Recession, 
Americans are tired of hearing about the 
myriad crises – budget, housing, defi cit 
– they should fear. Unfortunately, there is 
a new crisis looming which until now has 
fl own largely under the radar. This one 
involves not employment or unemploy-
ment, but rather under-employment – 
working at an occupation beneath one’s 
credentials. The twist here is that educa-
tion – long held as the remedy to an em-
ployment crisis – now serves in part as 
its cause.
 According to the book Academically 
Adrift, 31 percent of the class of 2009 
was forced to move back in with their 
parents after graduation. Furthermore, of 

the graduates of this class who did fi nd 
employment, the average salary was less 
than $30,000. According to a New York 
Federal Reserve Bank report, 44 percent 
of recent college graduates are under-
employed, with the overall underem-
ployment rate for the U.S. sitting at 14.3 
percent as of June 2013. Combined with 
a graduate unemployment rate around 8 
percent, a full 51 percent of recent col-
lege graduates are either unemployed or 
underemployed.
 As a reference, in 1967 when the U.S. 
population was 198.7 million and college 
attainment was 10 percent, the underem-
ployment rate for college grads was 10.8 
percent (2,145,960). The most recent 
data available shows that with the U.S. 
population at 313.9 million and college 
attainment at 33 percent, 44 percent (45, 
572,280) of college grads are underem-
ployed. In 45 years, the U.S. has added 
43,432,320 million underemployed col-
lege grads to the population.
 Today, the purpose of higher educa-
tion is to prepare students for the pro-
fessional world, but even at this most 
basic function the university is falling be-
hind. There are myriad reasons for this 
is, among which being that the content 
and skills taught in universities are inade-
quate to the professional life. Poor teach-
ing, however, is not the only factor.
 An arguably greater factor is the “col-
lege for all” crusade, a critical element of 
the “equality of outcome” ethos pervading 
our culture, which has replaced the tradi-
tionally held view of “equality of opportu-
nity.” Policymakers claim the way to solve 
the employment problem is to sow more 
college graduates into the workforce, be-
lieving a more educated workforce to be 
more productive. While there is a basis 
for this expectation, universalizing col-
lege degrees, instead, results in an over-
educated, underemployed workforce by 
way of academic infl ation. As the market 
is fl ooded with more college grads, the 
marginal utility of each college grad, after 
a certain point, begins to decline. Case-
in-point, whether there are two college 
graduates or one-hundred applying for a 
job, there is still only one position avail-
able. One will get the job, the other(s) will 
remain unemployed.
 As signifi cant as this problem is, it 
can easily worsen. Put simply, college 
isn’t getting any cheaper. The price of 
college has been on a steady upward 
march for decades. Since 1980, the cost 
of a four-year degree at a public institu-
tion of higher education has increased 
at four times the rate of general infl ation, 
forcing students to take out increasingly 
cumbersome student loans to fi nance 
an increasingly devalued endeavor. The 
student takes out tens, if not hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of debt and may 
well end up working for minimum wage 
over a prolonged period of time, mak-
ing repayment over any period of time 
a monumental achievement. A recent 
report shows that the average student 
debt amount for the graduating class 
of 2013 is $35,200. How many of them 
would have signed the dotted line for 
these loans if they knew there was only 
a 49 percent chance of fi nding full-time 
employment after soon after graduation?
 The academy is in trouble. What is 
needed are reforms aimed at providing 
more professional benefi cial curricula. If 
college is, indeed, the training ground for 
future professionals, then better prepa-
ration for the ever-changing realities of 
the market must be accounted for. This 
would prove an indispensable fi rst step in 
fulfi lling the promise of higher education 
in the United States.

Jeremy Kee 
Texas Public Policy Foundation

 Publisher’s Opinion

 Like most of you, I get so many things 
through email, lots of junk, some inter-
esting items and once in a while a real 
jewel.
 Cathy Haney, former teacher from J. 
Frank Dobie, forwarded a hint from the 
Harris County health department that I 
would urge everyone to share and clip 
out and put on your refrigerator. I did not 
have it saved, but I remember being 
impressed by it and sending it on to a 
couple of others when I got it. But now, 
after personally experiencing it, I want to 
share with all of you.
 Saturday, I was doing some cooking for 
a Sunday family dinner. To make a long 
story short, I spilled boiling pudding all over 
my left hand. I cannot tell you how horrible 
this felt. I remembered the email and start-
ed yelling to my sister Alexis who was in 
the kitchen helping me, “egg whiles, egg 
whites!” Fortunately we had just been to 
the store and purchased eggs. I occasion-
ally took my hand out of the egg white and 
the burning was unbearable. Putting it back 
in the egg whites soothed it immediately.
  I kept my hand in a plastic baggy with 
the egg whites for about 8 hours. Much of 
the time I also kept my baggy-covered 
hand in cold water because it felt better.
 The next morning, except for a couple 
of spots of tenderness, there was not a 
mark on my hand, no redness, no blisters.

Sharing a fantastic tip
 I understand the Rev. John Morgan, 
pastor of Sagemont Church, had a simi-
lar experience. His wife had also heard 
about this treatment. 
 Thanks to Cathy and all others who 
have spread this great remedy.
 See content from Cathy who appar-
ently got it from C. Martin, program assis-
tant of the Harris County Department of 
Education. Hope you never need this.

–Marie Flickinger

 In My Opinion

Egg white remedy
 First Aid consists of fi rst spraying cold water 
on the affected area until the heat is reduced 
which stops the continued burning of all layers 
of the skin. Then, spread the egg whites onto 
the affected area. One woman burned a large 
part of her hand with boiling water. In spite of 
the pain, she ran cold faucet water on her 
hand, separated 2 egg whites from the yolks, 
beat them slightly and dipped her hand in the 
solution. The whites then dried and formed a 
protective layer. She later learned that the egg 
white is a natural collagen and continued during 
at least one hour to apply layer upon layer of 
beaten egg white. By afternoon she no longer 
felt any pain and the next day there was hardly a 
trace of the burn. 10 days later, no trace was left 
at all and her skin had regained its normal color. 
The burned area was totally regenerated thanks 
to the collagen in the egg whites, a placenta full 
of vitamins.

 The Clear Creek Independent School District is launching an additional feature to 
its communication efforts. Effective Sept. 3, 2013, the district will have the ability to 
text message parents in the event of an emergency. 
 Such emergency notifi cations include school closures, shelter-in-place, or lock-
downs. While the district does not anticipate such emergencies, administrators feel 
they must be prepared to communicate with families as quickly as possible. 
 Text messaging will not be used for general outreach messages. A districtwide 
text message was sent on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2013, at 4 p.m. to the cell phone number 
of the fi rst contact provided on the student registration/verifi cation form. The form 
notifi ed the recipient the cell phone number could be used for SMS/Text messages. 
Standard text message rates do apply. 
 The message is generated from Blackboard Connect, the same communications 
system the district utilizes for emails and call outs.
 Here are some general questions and answers:
 Q. What text message should I have received on Sept. 3?
 A. The message should have read: “CCISD: You are confi rmed to receive alerts 
from us. More info text reply “HELP” or “STOP CCISD” to opt out. Message & 
data rates may apply”
 Q. How do I opt-out to receive text messages?
 A. When you receive the confi rmation, please text reply back with “STOP 
CCISD.” The confi rmation message will read the following: “You are now con-
fi rmed to stop receiving messages from us.”
 Q. What happens if I provide a phone number to receive text messages?
 A. CCISD will input your text-enabled phone number into the system, and the 
Blackboard Connect service will automatically send a text message to your mobile 
phone to confi rm your request.
 Q. From what number will these text messages originate?
 A. All confi rmation text messages and subsequent alerts will come from 23177 or 
63079. Please save this number and program it as CCISD so you can quickly recog-
nize this number as the offi cial source of our messages.
 Q. What will the confi rmation message say?
 A. The confi rmation message will read the following: CCISD: You are now con-
fi rmed to receive alerts from us. More info text reply “HELP” or “STOP CCISD” to 
opt-out.

CCISD begins new communication

cations that took his life at 
a young age.
 Martinez is preceded in 
death by his parents, Oralia 
and Johnny Martinez.
 He is survived by his 
wife of 16 years, Natalie 
Martinez; his daughter, 
Annalicia Martinez; broth-
ers Eugene and Chris-
topher Martinez; and a 
host of other relatives and 
friends.
 He was born Jan. 28, 
1961, in Houston and grad-
uated from South Houston 
High School. He graduated 
from Houston Community 
College in 1993 with an As-
sociate of Science degree. 
He worked at Houston 
Community College, where 
he served as a student advi-
sor, helping many students 
with educational goals.
 Martinez’s interests 
included reading science 
fi ctions, collecting comic 
books, barbecuing, en-
tering chili cookoffs, and 
having a good afternoon 
debate with his friends and 
family.
 A Mass and memorial 
service will be conducted 
Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, 
4015 Sherman Street in 
Houston. A reception in the 
parish hall for family and 
friends will be held imme-
diately following.

 Shirley Louise Richter, 
76, died on Wednesday, 
Sept. 4, 2013, at home sur-
rounded by her family. She 
was born on Sept. 6, 1936.
 Richter is best remem-
bered for her 15 years of 

dedicated service as the 
school crossing guard at 
the intersection of Beamer 
and Fuqua. The children 
of the community could 
count on her caring nature 
and smiling face to greet 
them every morning and 
afternoon. 
 Richter and her hus-
band, Gary, were active 
members of the commu-
nity, volunteering and 
supporting football, base-
ball, track and drill team. 
They have been longtime 
members of the Catholic 
Community of St. Luke the 
Evangelist. She was a char-
ter member of the Catholic 
Daughters of America, 
Court Mother of Unity, and 
enjoyed fellowship with 
the Red Hat Society. 
 Survivors include her 
husband of 58 years, Gary; 
six children, Cindy Richter 
Jordan, Lisa Richter Re-
ese, Sheila Richter Hardy, 
Glenn Richter, Scott Rich-
ter, and Tina Richter Reed; 
15 grandchildren; one 
soon-to-be great-grand-
child; sister Mindy Jones; 
and brother Richard Jones. 
 In celebration of Rich-
ter’s life, there will be a 
visitation on Sunday, Sept. 
8, 2013, at 5 p.m. at Forest 
Park East, followed by a 
vigil/rosary at 7 p.m. 
 The funeral Mass will be 
held Monday, Sept 9, at 11 
a.m. at Catholic Communi-
ty of St. Luke the Evange-
list, 11011 Hall Road.
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SPONSORSSPONSORS
Almeda Mall • Memorial Hermann SE Hospital• H-E-B (Blackhawk) • Chuck Maricle for State Rep. for Dist. 129 Almeda Mall • Memorial Hermann SE Hospital• H-E-B (Blackhawk) • Chuck Maricle for State Rep. for Dist. 129 

• Clear Brook Realtors • San Jacinto College South • Primeway Federal Credit Union • South Belt-Ellington Leader • Clear Brook Realtors • San Jacinto College South • Primeway Federal Credit Union • South Belt-Ellington Leader 

• Sam’s Club • Gulf States Plumbing • Shell Federal Credit Union • Redford Apartments • Spike Energy • Sam’s Club • Gulf States Plumbing • Shell Federal Credit Union • Redford Apartments • Spike Energy 

• Paradise Golf • Fast Signs • The Gardens Houston • Texas Citizens Bank• Paradise Golf • Fast Signs • The Gardens Houston • Texas Citizens Bank

Tickets available at H-E-B (Blackhawk), South Belt Chamber of Commerce & South Belt-Ellington Leader. 
$15 in advance, $20 at the door.

Call the Chamber for information at 281-481-5516

RESTAURANTSRESTAURANTS
• H-E-B Blackhawk • Casa Ole` • Cakelicious • Outback Steakhouse •• H-E-B Blackhawk • Casa Ole` • Cakelicious • Outback Steakhouse •Silver Eagle Distributors Silver Eagle Distributors 

• San Jacinto College Culinary Dept. • Savannah Cafè & Bakery • Scotty’s Pub • Rene’s Catering • Fox & Hound • San Jacinto College Culinary Dept. • Savannah Cafè & Bakery • Scotty’s Pub • Rene’s Catering • Fox & Hound 

• The Egg & I •Buttercream Dreams • Randy’s BBQ • Barcenas • & more to be announced shortly!• The Egg & I •Buttercream Dreams • Randy’s BBQ • Barcenas • & more to be announced shortly!

Thurs., Oct. 10, 2013 • 5:30-9 p.m.

at The Gardens, 12001 Beamer

Evening of
Evening of

CuisineCuisine
South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce

Proudly Presents

All YouAll You

Can Eat
Can Eat

Music &Music &
DoorDoor

PrizesPrizes

Live &Live &

SilentSilent

Auctions
Auctions

Looking for a Primary Care Doctor? 
Enayet Rahim, MD

• Accepting New Patients • Same Day 
Appointments Available • Open During 

Lunch Time • We take Medicaid, 
Medicare & most private insurance.

Discounts for patients without insurance.
Se Habla Español

Call 281-481-8500

 Bob Mitchell, presi-
dent, Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership, 
and a South Belt area res-
ident, has announced that 
BAHEP is joining forces 

with the Coalition for Sus-
tainable Flood Insurance 
(CSFI), a national organi-
zation created in support 
of a sustainable, fi scal-
ly responsible National 
Flood Insurance Program.
  His announcement 
follows an early August 
meeting, organized and 
hosted by BAHEP, where 
more than 50 representa-
tives from regional cities 
within Brazoria, Harris 
and Galveston counties 
gathered for an urgent 
discussion about the Big-
gert-Waters Flood Insur-
ance Reform Act of 2012 
and actions that need to 
be taken to protect the 
citizens and cities of Bay 
Area Houston from poten-
tially disastrous repercus-
sions of the act.
  Attending that meeting 

were U.S. Rep. Randy 
Weber, state Sen. Larry 
Taylor, and representa-
tives from the offi ces of 
Sens. John Cornyn and 
Ted Cruz, and U.S. Rep. 
Steve Stockman who 
joined elected offi cials 
from the region that in-
cluded Harris County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Jack Morman and City of 
Houston Council Member 
Dave Martin.
  Mitchell stated, “It’s 
going to take a national 
effort to stop the imple-
mentation of the Big-
gert-Waters Act, and BA-
HEP is committed to help 
make that happen. We 
must protect the business-
es and homeowners who 
built according to code 
and have followed all of 
the applicable laws.”
 There is not one com-
munity along the nation’s 
coasts or rivers that can 
afford the consequences 
of this act if we don’t do 
anything to change it.”

Current challenges
 Two major issues af-
fecting the price of fl ood 
insurance are causing 
grave concern to coastal 
and riverine areas across 
the country:
 1) Phase-out of grand-
fathering and subsidized 
rates – The Biggert-Wa-
ters Act of 2012, which 
reauthorized and made 
substantive changes to 
the National Flood Insur-
ance Program, phases out 
grandfathering. 
 That is, properties that 
were built in accordance 
with all Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
required elevations and 
applicable codes at that 

time may now be consid-
ered out of compliance, 
through no fault of their 
own, due to new fl ood 
mapping.  
 2) “All or Nothing” 
protection – New FEMA 
maps, which outline base 
fl ood elevation changes, 
do not currently recog-
nize protection offered 
by unaccredited (less than 
100-year protection) le-
vees, or other elements 
(e.g., pumps) at all. 
 For example, if a le-
vee only offers 50-year 
protection, the property 
protected by this levee is 
considered as having no 
protection.

Potential impacts
 By applying the logic 
of the 2012 Biggert-Wa-
ters Act and the removal 
of grandfathering and 
new maps with higher 
base floods and higher 
hazard zone changes, 
many of the residents 
of the nation could see 
massive increases in 
flood insurance, even if 
their homes have never 
flooded and were con-
structed to exceed Na-
tional Flood Insurance 
Program and communi-
ty guidelines.
 For some families, it is 
important to note that a 
number of fl ood insurance 
policies protecting prop-
erties in high risk coastal 
areas (VE Zones) where 
wave action combined 
with high water causes 
increased damage will see 
signifi cantly higher pre-
miums which could be in 
excess of $20,000 in rare 
cases. 
 Left unchallenged, the 
potential impacts of the 
Biggert-Waters Act are 
huge and could affect ev-
ery American community 
on or near the water:
 • Properties become 
uninsurable
 • Property values go to 
zero
 • Owners lose every-
thing
 • Banks lose mortgage 
portfolio
 • Real estate market 
freezes
 • Companies lose workers

 • Local governments 
lose tax base
 • Economies are de-
stroyed
 • The NFIP program, 
itself, goes into a “death 
spiral” as people leave the 
program

Possible solutions
 CSFI has identifi ed 
possible solutions to cor-

rect provisions within the 
act.
 1) Congress can amend 
the Biggert-Waters Act:
 • to reinstate grandfa-
thering of properties (not 
policies) that were built to 
code, have maintained in-
surance, have not repeat-
edly fl ooded, etc.
 • to refl ect an economi-

cally reasonable and slow-
er increase in rates to actu-
arial rates.
 2) FEMA can work 
with local stakeholders 
to continue to develop 
and refi ne maps to accu-
rately refl ect fl ood risk in 
each affected communi-
ty by taking into account 
non-accredited levees and 

other features that afford 
fl ood protection.

Steps forward
 On May 20, 2013, Rep. 
Bill Cassidy, M.D., R-La., 
along with Co-Chair-
men Sen. David Vitter, 
R-La., and Reps. Cedric 
Richmond, D-La., Mi-
chael Grimm, R-N.Y., and 
Bill Pascrell, D-N.J., and 

BAHEP joins Coalition for Sustainable Flood Insurance
 

Vice-Chairman Steven Pa- 
lazzo, R-Miss., announced 
the creation of the bicamer-
al, bipartisan Congressio-
nal Home Protection Cau-
cus, which is working to 
make fl ood insurance both 
available and affordable.
 “This creation of this 
caucus is just one step in 
a long process,” Mitch-

ell said. “We all need to 
contact our representa-
tives in Congress to make 
sure they understand the 
consequences of the Big-
gert-Waters Act and what 
needs to be done to stop 
them.”
 More information about 
CSFI can be found by vis-
iting www.csfi .info.

Bob Mitchell
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Over The Back Fence 

ELLIE CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY!
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to Ellie Garza Flickinger Thursday, 
Sept. 5, from husband Davy, daughter 
Natalie, grandson Kelvin, her friends and 
the Leader staff.

HAPPY 16TH BIRTHDAY, AARON! 
 Aaron Matthew Whitted will celebrate
his 16th birthday Sept. 9. Happy birthday 
wishes are sent from dad Gary and mom 
Donna, brother Jacob, sister Heather and 
her husband Richard, as well as their 
daughters Amber and Riley. Also send-
ing their love are grandparents Carl and 
Frances Valigura.

MILTON CELEBRATES 80 YEARS 
 Milton A. Dittrich celebrated his 80th 
birthday on Friday, Aug. 30, at Gringo’s in 
Pearland with many family members and 
friends. Milton and Joyce are longtime 
homeowners in Kirkwood and are founding 
members and involved members of St. 
Luke’s Catholic Church. Many more happy 
birthdays are wished for Milton. The Leader 
thanks Jim Muecke for alerting them to this 
special man’s birthday.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays Sept. 5 through 
Sept. 11. 

Atkinson Elementary
 Birthday greetings are sent to Flor 
Trujillo Sept. 7. 

Burnett Elementary
 Esmerelda Paredes is sent a birthday 

greeting Sept. 5. Sept. 8 is the day for 
a cake for Kelly Douglas. On Sept. 11, 
Glenda Moore and Cassandra Sneed are 
wished a happy birthday.

Frazier Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Raquel 
Rojas Sept. 6. Paula Golden is wished a 
happy birthday Sept. 8.

Moore Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Sofia 
Cruz Sept. 9.  

South Belt Elementary
 Anh Ton is sent a birthday greeting Sept. 
8. 

Stuchbery Elementary
 Laurie Graham and Curtis Halvorson 
are wished a happy birthday Sept. 8.  

Melillo Middle School
 Having a birthday Sept. 6 is Maria Gonzalez.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Patricia Marshall celebrates a birthday 
Sept. 5. America Mendoza is sent birthday 
greetings Sept. 10.

Thompson Intermediate
 On Sept. 6, Jessica Quintanilla is 
wished a happy birthday. The day for a cake 
for Ca-Lishea Woods is Sept. 7.

Dobie High
 Birthday greetings are sent to Julia 
Hernandez Sept. 5. Sept. 6 is the day for 
a cake for Alexander Garcia. The day 
for a party for Dianne Berreth is Sept. 8. 
Birthday greetings are sent to Luke Hales 
and Irma Iracheta Sept. 9. Kelly Cooling-
Davis and Tucker Smith are sent birthday 
greetings Sept. 10. 

FACEBOOK FRIENDS’ BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wish 
es to its Facebook friends who celebrate a 
birthday this week:
 Thursday, Sept. 5: London Shelton, 
Stacy McNaughton and Cathy  Tate; Friday, 
Sept. 6: Coleen Terrell, Jennifer Navarro, 
Titus Purdy, Robert Evans, Jill Lambert, 
Debbie Bennett, Christina Gordon, Candi 
Beasley and  John Evans; Saturday, Sept. 
7: Gerard Dougherty, Shaun Stevenson, 
Shelly Robinson, Perla Gonzales, Nicholas 
Chiapetta, Nora Rangel, George Mottu, Stacy 
Parker, Paula Oliva, Liliana Olivares, Leann 
Stokes, Edna Salinas, Angie Hernandez 
and Yvette Rodriguez; Sunday, Sept. 8: Scott 
Carpenter, Donna Fress, Blades Barber, 
Joy Witt, Susan Jackson, Deondre Corbin, 
Rick Coates, Mike Kickirillo, Paula Golden 
and  Carl Heinrich; Monday, Sept. 9: Sonny 
Salazar, Carolyn Simon, Maria Aguilar, Jack 
Staudt, Martin Garcia, Richard Williamson, 
Amanda Silverthorn-Caldwell and Sarah 
Joseph; Tuesday, Sept. 10: Shellie Ortiz, 
Veronica Adame, Robert Resendez, Emily 
Auffarber, Suzy Krienitz, Diane Hall, Christy 
Cobb and Charles Monty; and Wednesday, 
Sept. 11: Kyle Patterson, Amber Edwards, 
Sherrie Hosek-Vandament, Phillip Ford and 
Dan Sciba.
LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south 
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line. Items must be submitted by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

Remember When
11011 Hall Road

Houston
281-481-0314
www.stlukescatholic.com

Email: earlychildhoodcenter@stlukescatholic.com

Enrolling Now! 
2013-2014 Registration
For children 18 months

 to 5 years old
Our program is located on the grounds of 

St. Luke’s Catholic Church where we provide 
a warm & loving environment

For more information about our pro-
gram or to schedule a tour, please call 

the ECC Offi ce or visit us on the web.

   35 years ago ( 1978)
 Several Sageglen par-
ents were organizing to 
protest a transportation 
problem with Clear Creek 
Independent School Dis-
trict offi cials.
 Mary Ellis Jones Brown, 
27, of Wood Meadow sub-
division, was shot in the 
chest by her estranged hus-
band.

  30 years ago (1983)
 The nine South Belt 
area campuses in PISD fol-
lowed a districtwide trend 
in declining enrollments, 
dropping by 3.2 percent 
from enrollments during 
the same period the year 
before.
 In the wake of major 
damage caused by Hurri-
cane Alicia to southeast 
Texas, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agen-
cy, which is responsible for 
coordinating federal, state 
and local disaster relief 
efforts, designated Cham-
bers, Galveston and Harris 
counties eligible for both 
individual and public as-
sistance.

  25 years ago (1988)
 Air samples taken near 
the abandoned Brio waste 
site revealed no health haz-
ard to the general public, 
according to the results 
released by the Texas Air 
Control Board.
 The Federal Housing 
Administration was ex-
pected to once again insure 
home loans in the South-
bend Subdivision.

20 years ago (1993)
 Time magazine featured 
an article on the Brio Su-
perfund site titled Tox-
ic Dumps: The Lawyers’ 
Money Pit. The article 
stated that nearly $1 bil-
lion had vanished in liti-
gation, damages and other 
costs, but virtually nothing 
had been done to the Brio 
mess in the way of actual 
cleanup. It also stated air 

contaminants were respon-
sible for a rash of birth de-
fects and also mentioned 
the 1992 record toxic set-
tlement of $207 million in 
Brio-related litigation.
 Two Houston gang 
members were charged 
with the murder of 15-year-
old Francisco Rivas, who 
was shot in the head after 
leaving a movie theater. 
The shooting occurred af-
ter a confrontation at the 
theater.
 The founder of the Brio 
disposal site and Dixie Oil 
Processing fi led a $70 mil-
lion-plus lawsuit in district 
court against Monsanto 
and his former legal coun-
sel, charging that the law 
fi rm which represented 
him entered into a contract 
with Monsanto and worked 
against him.

15 years ago (1998)
 USA Pictures filmed a 
move tentatively titled 
Makeover, at Memorial 
Hospital Southeast. 
Several hospital employ-
ees were used as extras in 
the movie.
 Antonio De la Cruz, a 
murder suspect, set himself 
on fi re near the Scarsdale 
exit of the Gulf Freeway 
as he was trying to elude 
police. He doused himself 
with gasoline and used a 
cigarette lighter to start the 
fi re.
  10 years ago (2003)
 J. Frank Dobie principal 
Steve Jamail was honored 
with KPRC-TV’s Sunshine 
Award.
 Thomas Vargas, 16, was 
found guilty of the capital 
murder of Veda Sutton.
 Crystal Tapioca, a cof-
fee shop on Scarsdale, was 
totaled by fi re.
    5 years ago (2008)
 Fortunately for South 
Belt residents, the Houston 
area was spared the brunt 
of Hurricane Gustav, as it 
made landfall well east of 

the area.
 Cliff Swearingen, 57, 
longtime assistant princi-
pal of  Moore Elementary 
School, died. Swearingen 
began working as a fi fth-
grade teacher at  Moore 
in 1986 and became the 
school’s assistant principal 
in 1987.
 An extensive search for 
a missing 3-year-old Sage-
meadow boy came to a 
happy conclusion. Several 
deputies from the Harris 
County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble’s offi ce responded to a 
complaint from a worried 
mother that her son was 
unaccounted for. Deter-
mined to fi nd the missing 
child, deputies quickly 
called for backup from 
several other local munic-
ipalities. Shortly before 3 
p.m. the child was safely 
returned to his home. His 
older sister, a 16-year-old 
who lives at a different ad-
dress, had picked the child 
up and taken him to eat 
lunch at a local restaurant. 
She said she took the child 
because the boy’s moth-
er and father were behind 
closed doors, and his oth-
er sister, a 9-year-old, was 
sleeping. 
 The proposed removal 
of a stop sign on Black-
hawk near Weber Ele-
mentary prompted con-
cern from many parents 
in the area, particularly 
those who lived in Ashley 
Pointe. The four-way stop 
was the only safe place for 
children who lived in the 
subdivision to cross the 
busy street.
    1 year ago (2012)
 Zerick Guinn filed a civil 
lawsuit against Chris Diaz, 
contesting the runoff elec-
tion results for the Demo-
cratic nomination of Harris 
County Precinct 2 consta-
ble. Guinn contended that 
Diaz’s campaign, which 
narrowly defeated Guinn in 

the controversial May 29 
runoff and subsequent re- 
count, benefited from illegal 
voting practices.
 A man critically injured 
in a traffi c accident in the 
10900 block of the Gulf 
Freeway service road died 
from his injuries. Law-
rence Lemaire, 65, was 
transported to Memorial 
Hermann Hospital with 
head trauma. Doctors pro-
nounced him dead a week 
later. According to police, 
the victim was operating a 
motorcycle and leaving a 
private driveway on to the 
service road when he was 
struck by a Nissan trav-
eling north. The driver of 
the Nissan was not injured. 
Further investigation deter-
mined Lemaire was at fault 
in the accident.
 Barbara Legler, wife 
of the late state Rep. Ken 
Legler, was sworn in to fi ll 
the remainder of her hus-
band’s term. Ken Legler 
died in June from a heart 
attack.
  Two area residents try-
ing to save someone’s life 
inadvertently also helped 
arrest a suspected home 
burglar. David Matthews 
Jr. and Ryan Baier had 
stopped at the Shell gas 
station in the 10300 block 
of Blackhawk to eat break-
fast when they spotted 
someone pulling into the 
parking lot driving errat-
ically. Matthews said the 
driver was bloody from 
head to toe and in and out 
of consciousness.
 Although he could bare-
ly speak, the driver told the 
pair he had been in a fight 
with his girlfriend and had 
swung to hit a wall in anger 
but instead hit a window by 
accident, slicing his wrist. 
The two Good Samaritans 
sat the man down, elevated 
his arm and wrapped a belt 
around it to stop the blood 
loss. 

 They then called 911 
for help, and paramedics 
took the man to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast Hos-
pital for treatment. Unbe-
knownst to Matthews and 
Baier, Sgt. Zerick Guinn 
of the Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Constable’s office 
was conducting his own 
investigation into a home 
burglary on Sagemark that 
had taken place that same 
day, where the suspect left 
a large puddle of blood at 
the scene near a window 
that had been broken. After 
putting the pieces together, 
Precinct 2 deputies were 
able to tie the two incidents 
together and arrested the 
suspect. Sergio Garcia, 18, 
was charged with attempt-
ed burglary of a habitation. 
At the time of the incident, 
Garcia was reportedly with 
a 15-year-old female run-
away from Pearland, who 
was subsequently returned 
to her family.

PW Library sets
coming weekly events
 The following events 
are scheduled for the 
Parker Williams Library, 
10851 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Sept. 5 through Sept. 11.
 Preschool storytime is 
at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
and toddler storytime is at 

10:30 a.m. Thursday.
 Vietnamese storytime 
is held every Saturday and 
will include elementary 
storytime at 10:30 a.m., 
followed by preschool 
storytime at 1 p.m., and 
Reading Club at 2:30 p.m.

 There will be a busi-
ness networking, training, 
and empowerment event 
for women entrepreneurs 
within the South Belt 
community.  
 This event will occur 
on Saturday, Sept. 14, 
from  1:30 to 3:30 p.m,, 
at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd, 

Room 110-D of the Park-
er Williams Branch Li-
brary. Register for this 
free event as seating is 
limited. 
 Register by submitting 
an email with registrant’s 
name in the subject line 
to LaunchHerLiveNetwo 
rk@gmail.com.

Women’s networking 
program Sept. 14

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer

 • Braces Without Tooth Removal

 • Headgear NOT Required

 • Insurance Assignment Accepted 

 • Quality and Caring Office 

 • Certified Specialist

Serving the South Belt Area Since 1981

Second 
Opinions
Welcome

Melillo gets a second gym

The Pasadena Independent School District is constructing a new gymnasium at Me-
lillo Middle School. The gym will be the second one located at the campus. All PISD 
schools will now have two gyms to provide additional room for students. The project 
was funded by a bond that voters approved in 2011. Work on the $1.1 million en-
deavor began this past April  and will continue through March 2014.                                                                                

Photo by Marie Flickinger

Continued from Page 1A
 A newer portion of South Shaver will be re-
tained and designated for other purposes.
 The oldest portions of South Houston El-
ementary and Keller Middle School will be 
replaced. Newer portions of the two schools, 
such as the Keller gym, will be retained. South 
Houston was built in 1935. Keller (formerly San 
Jacinto Intermediate) was built in 1959.
 The bond also provided for renovations at 30 
campuses, including the seven South Belt cam-
puses previously mentioned, and various dis-
trict athletic facilities at a cost of $49 million. 
Renovations include the installation, replace-
ment and/or repair of such things as heating and 
air-conditioning systems, air quality controls, 
security systems and roofs. 
 New competition gyms are planned at South 
Houston and Sam Rayburn high schools. 
 Six middle schools will receive second gyms. 
New gyms will be built at fi ve elementary 
schools.
 Districtwide projects include renovations to 
Veterans Stadium, Phillips Fieldhouse, Auxilia-
ry Stadium and to the surrounding parking lots.
 Plans also include a central indoor/outdoor 
competitive swimming pool, to be constructed 
on the Veterans Stadium grounds.
 The bond earmarked $30 million for new 
classroom technology, $2 million for new 
school buses and $5 million for the purchase of 
property to accommodate future expansion.

PISD bond 
improvements 
underway

Brian Goodwin
Owner

Darts,Pool
Shuffl eboard

Internet Jukebox

4 p.m. - 2 a.m. Daily
Drink Specials Daily

12057 Beamer Rd.
See us on Facebook

Lariaette of the Week

The Dobie Lariaette of the Week for Aug. 26 
through Aug. 30 is sophomore Laura Torres. She 
is the daughter of Christina Gomez and Jose 
Torres and is a first-year line member.

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business Cards 
• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes 

• Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes 
• Menus • Directories & much more!

11555 Beamer     281-484-4337

Lariaette Escort 
of the Week

The Lariaette Escort of the Week for Aug. 26 
through Aug. 30 is sophomore Wesley Smith. He 
is a first-year escort and is the son of Wes and 
Sandy Smith.

For life 
insurance,
call a good 
neighbor. 

Call me and I’ll help you get the right 
life insurance for you and your family.  

 Cynthia Beecher, Agent,  LUTCF
 11705 S Sam Houston Parkway East
 Houston, TX 77089
 Bus: 281-464-2422
 cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com

 Se habla español

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY
Attend the

Church of Your Choice

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Desmond Daniels, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816  Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School              9:45 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru  Sept. 19FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru  Sept. 19
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash

6 wks - 23 mo, $110 per wk •2 yrs old, $100 per wk
3 yrs old & up, $90 per wk

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS middle schools and SOUTH BELT elementary.

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

Call center for pricesCall center for prices

Lions Club 
meeting set

 The Houston Space 
City Lions Club will meet 
Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 7 
p.m. at the Golden Corral, 
12500 Gulf Freeway. 
 For more information, 
call George Malone at 
281-438-7243.

GARNER VISION CENTER
Family Owned & Operated

“We Specialize in Old-fashioned Service”

     

      
 

  

Dr. B.J. Garner
Therapeutic Optometrist

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

Laura Garner, 
Registered Optician

Melinda McClure, 
Optometry Tech

• Laser Surgery   
 Consultations

• Treatment of
    Eye Diseases

– Serving the South Belt Area for 37 Years –
11408 Hughes Rd.     281-484-2020

• Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear

Almeda Antique Mall
Invites you to come do your 

Shopping with us.

We Have a Large Variety of
Gifts, Collectibles, Furniture, Costume Jewelry 

& other items for you to choose from.

Come Visit Us at
9837 Almeda Genoa (1/2 mi. West of I-45 South)

http://aamalls.com/

Over 15 Years at This Location.
Open Wed. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. & Sun. 1-6 p.m.

713-941-7744

OVER
100

SHOPS

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Special 
Summer Prices!

281-481-9683

Clear Brook added 
to dropout prevention program

Connie Maldonado (second from left), new program coordinator, is wel-
comed to Clear Brook High School by Janet Summers (left), Communities 
In Schools-Bay Area program director, and Clear Brook’s principal Michele 
Staley and associate principal Sharon Lopez (right). CIS-Bay Area has ex-
panded its dropout prevention program in Clear Creek Independent School 
District to Clear Brook High School. Clear Brook’s inclusion brings to 13 
the number of schools in the program, which also serves Dickinson Inde-
pendent School District. Connie Maldonado will be the new program coor-
dinator at Clear Brook. She comes to Clear Brook with 13 years experience 
in the Communities In Schools program. More than 28 percent of students 
attending Clear Brook are economically disadvantaged, and more than 39 
percent are considered at risk of dropping out of school.

Atkinson names new teachers

Above are the new 2013-2014 teachers assigned 
to Atkinson Elementary, left to right, (front) 
Tracy Nguyen, Elena Asher, Courtney Fravala, 

Misty Connell, Karen Jernigan,  (back) Lashon-
dra Evans and Brenda Mendoza.

Photo submitted

2013-14 
Dobie 

principals 
named

The J. Frank Dobie 
High School principals 
for the 2013-2014 school 
year are, left to right, 
(front) Donna Branch, 
Franklin Moses, Melis-
sa Allen, (middle row) 
Marcia Griffi n, Ste-
fanie McKinney, (back 
row) Jorly Thomas, 
Eric Martinez, Michael 
Van Essen, Carey Sink 
and Tonie Noise.

 During the regular Aug. 
19, 2013, Clear Creek In-
dependent School District 
Board of Trustees meet-
ing, Kelly Mooney, prin-
cipal of North Pointe El-
ementary, and Gail Love, 
principal of Clear Springs 
High School, were recog-
nized as CCISD Princi-
pals of the Year.
 This award acknowl-
edges the role of the 
campus principal by cel-
ebrating individuals who 
embody the character-
istics that are necessary 
to serve as an exemplary 
campus administrator. 
These individuals serve as 
role models in their fi eld 
and consistently make a 
positive difference in the 
lives of children.
 “Gail Love has created 
a student-centered culture 
where every child counts,” 
said Assistant Superinten-

Principals of the Year honored 
by CCISD board of trustees

Shown, CCISD Superintendent Dr. Greg Smith, North Pointe Elementary Prin-
cipal Kelly Mooney, Clear Springs High School Principal Gail Love and Dr. Pam 
Wells, executive director at Region 4, celebrate CCISD’s Principals of the Year.

dent of Secondary Educa-
tion Alex Torrez. “Clear 
Springs High School is an 
environment that allows 
teachers to be creative and 
innovative, resulting in an 
airplane being built and 
fl own, a hypotonic tank 
that will be sent out in 
space, and this year build-
ing and racing a car that 
runs on small amounts 
of fuel. Love has set a 
high standard of expec-
tations for programs that 
represent Clear Springs 
High School and, most 
important, she has the 
respect of her students, 
staff, and parents because 
they know she truly cares 
about the children she is 
entrusted with.”
 North Pointe Ele-
mentary School’s Kelly 
Mooney was nominated 
by her peers and cho-
sen for her outstanding 

leadership this past year. 
“CCISD is proud of 
her work leading to her 
school being recognized 
as a National School of 
Character,” said Assistant 
Superintendent of Ele-
mentary Education Holly 
Hughes. 
 “Ms. Mooney has also 
shown that she is a team 
player by focusing on 
collaborative efforts dis-
trictwide and on individ-
ual student success.”

Email your news to 
mynews@southbelt 

leader.com

This Sunday with Rev. Joni Sutton:

www.KSCchurch.org

“The Potter’s Hand”
Jeremiah 18:1-4

Kirkwood South Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.
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The name has changed – we are The name has changed – we are 
no longer no longer MagnoliaMagnolia, but . . ., but . . .

We are still the same people - We have the We are still the same people - We have the 
same great food - We have the same great same great food - We have the same great 

service - We are at the same locationservice - We are at the same location

VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 
YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

14020 Galveston Road 
Suite 180

Webster, Texas  77598
281-218-6744

Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway 
Suite F

Pasadena, Texas  77505
281-487-1400

Catering - 281-979-6846

WE’RE STILL THE WE’RE STILL THE 
SAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERYSAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERY

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

Exclusively 55+  ...  L U X U R I O US  ...  Apartment Living.

Phone (281) 481-0988 • Fax: (281) 481-0985
10603 Southdown Trace Trail, Houston, TX  77034

• Movies • Bingo • Computer Classes 
• Knitting • Book Club • Arts and Crafts

• Exercise Classes • Health Seminars 
• Pot Luck Dinners

ACTIVITIES WE OFFER
• Private Garage Included • Large Club House 

• Sparkling Swimming Pool • Business Center • Fitness Center 
• Laundry Care Center • Concierge • Library • Kitchen 

• Card Room • Media Room • Conference Room 
• On Site Hair Salon • Planned Activities and Events

AMENITIES WE OFFER

SPECIALS ON ONE 

BEDROOM APARTMENTS

More South Belt Leader vacation contest photos
 Peter Dailey family travels to the Bahamas 

In early August, Peter Dailey, Christine Dailey, daughter Faith Roberts and son PJ Dailey traveled to Eleu-
thera Island, an island in the Bahamas that is 110 miles long and two miles wide. During their stay they visited 
caves, beaches and the light house beach at the south end of the island. The vacation concluded with snorkel-
ing, spear fi shing, and visiting Spanish Wells Island and Harbor Island.

Evening of Cuisine set for Oct. 10
 The South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual Evening 
of Cuisine will take place 
Thursday, Oct. 10, at The 
Gardens, 12001 Beamer, 
from 5:30 to 9 p.m.
 Now in its 16th year, 
the event is by far the 
chamber’s largest fund-
raiser of the year. The 
all-you-can-eat function 
allows attendees to sample 

a wide variety of food and 
beverages for a myriad of 
local vendors.
 This year’s event will 
feature cuisine rang-
ing from Mexican to 
all-American, as well as 
multiple desserts.
 Confi rmed vendors 
include Outback Steak-
house, H-E-B Blackhawk, 
San Jacinto College Cu-
linary Department, Casa 

Bill, Elaine visit California

South Belt resident and former Leader staffer Bill Edwards and his wife, 
Elaine, recently vacationed in northern California. While with Elaine’s sis-
ter and brother-in-law, Dave and Lisa Russell, they visited the historic Em-
pire Gold Mine at the Empire State Park in Grass Valley. The mine operated 
for more than 100 years, and even though only about 20 percent of the gold 
ore had been mined, it closed in 1956 because the cost of excavating the 
ore was no longer profi table. They were able to walk about 100 feet down 
into the mine as well as see the blacksmith and mechanic shops and offi ce 
buildings. Bill and Elaine also visited the San Francisco Bay Area where 
they toured the Winchester Mystery House, the 160-room residence of Sar-
ah Winchester, heir to the Winchester fi rearms fortune.

Olé, Cakelicious, Sa-
vannah Café & Bakery, 
Rene’s Catering, Scot-
ty’s Pub, Fox and Hound 
Smokehouse & Tavern, 
Egg & I, Buttercream 
Dreams and Silver Eagle 
Distributors.
 Awards will be given to 
best entree, best dessert, 
best decorated, rookie of 
the year, people’s choice 
and best of show. The 

event will also feature live 
and silent auctions.
 Dining tickets are $15 
in advance and $20 at the 
door and are available at 
the chamber, 10500 Scars-
dale; H-E-B, 9828 Black-
hawk; and the Leader of-
fi ces, 11555 Beamer. 
 For more information, 
call chamber Executive 
Director Sally Mitchell at 
281-481-5516.

Donna Coleman retires,  
honored at celebrations

Jennings promoted

Adam C. Jennings, a 1987 graduate of Dobie 
High School and currently a lieutenant in the U.S. 
Navy, was recently selected for promotion to lieu-
tenant commander. The promotion is effective in 
2014. He is currently assigned to the U. S. Nation-
al/Naval Ice Center in Suitland, Md., where he is 
operations manager. His parents, Tom and Sandy 
Jennings, are longtime residents of Sagemont.

Donna Coleman, who most currently has served 
as an aide to state Sen. Larry Taylor, and previ-
ously to state Sen. Mike Jackson and U.S. Rep. 
Tom DeLay, retired as of last week and looks 
forward to traveling with her husband, Don. 
In the photo at right, she is shown with South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce First 
Vice President, Chris Clark. Clark presented 
her with roses and an orange “Nixon” watch. 
The presentation was made at last week’s 
chamber board meeting. On Thursday, Cole-
man was honored by Taylor and members of 
the community. Shown below at that event are, 
left to right, Robert Mitchell, president of the 
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership, Don 
Coleman, Donna Coleman, Taylor, Sally Mitch-
ell, director of the South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Mike Sullivan, Harris 
County tax collector and assessor. At the event, 
Taylor presented Donna Coleman with a state 
proclamation, a Texas state fl ag and a huge cer-
emonial gavel.

Photos by Marie Flickinger

Up Close Beauty MaxUp Close Beauty Max
12804 Gulf Freeway • 77034

713-398-6861 • 281-464-2760

*Thicker, longer hair and color correction may be extra   *Call us for info on massage

Tuesday's Color DayTuesday's Color Day
Color ...  Color ...  $45$45

Hi Lights ... Hi Lights ... $55$55

Wednesday-Thursday SpecialWednesday-Thursday Special
European Facial is on your side

for    $25.00$25.00  Reg. $45.00
A deep pores cleansing, relaxing facial massage and top it off with your skin type 
of sea weed mask, then fi nalizing with sea weed moisturizer or Vitamin E cream 

and sun protecting cream to combat with hot summer days ahead.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB 

SEWER REPAIR
HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations

 281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up) 

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news and 
updates between 
issues!
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

281-484-KWIK281-484-KWIK(5945)(5945)
Mon-Sat 8am-7pm  Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 9/30/13

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

www.kwikkaronline.com            www.kwikkaronline.com            oceancarwashtx.comoceancarwashtx.com

Kwik KarKwik Kar®Kwik Kar®

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

SUMMER CAMP
SIGN UP NOW!
INCLUDED:
 • KARATE TRAINING
 • SWIMMING
 • BOWLING
 • SKATING
 • MOVIES
 • & MUCH MORE

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATEUSA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

“FULL SERVICE Makes Your
Investment EASIER”

11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100 
Houston, TX 77089

TRAVIS ESTATES - 5/3/2, Like New, 3170 Sq Ft. Beautiful. $240,000

KIRKWOOD SOUTH - 4/2/2, Foundation Repaired, New Electric Box. $98,900

PASADENA - 3BR, 2Bath, Completely Remodeled, Crown Molding, Like This.

KIRKWOOD SOUTH - 4/2/2 Investor Special. Foundation Repaired, New Elec-
tric Box, Kitchen Upgraded. Short Sell $92,000.
BAYWOOD OAKS WEST - 4/2.5/2, Two Story, Open, Master Down, 42” Cabi-
nets, Granite, Crown Molding, Shed, Simply Beautiful.  

Sandra & Laura Yandell, LLC
“The Sold Team”

“THE SOLD TEAM!”
 281-464-SOLD (7653)Re/Max Top Realty

Remax Hall of Fame

Houston Business Journal Top 50 
Multi-Million Dollar Producers

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT
 BUYING OR SELLING A HOME…CALL:

WE NEED LISTINGS!
OURS ARE
SOLD!

OVER 3000 HOMES SOLD - 
LET’S MAKE YOURS NEXT!

★KIRKWOOD - Super 3-2-2, huge den w/brick fireplace, fresh paint, new 
carpet, updated fixtures, looks great! #KIRK
★SABO TOWNHOMES - Beautiful 4-2.5-2, Updates, shows great!  #SAB 
★PEARLAND - SOUTHERN TRAILS - Fabulous 3-2-2 w/study, 
almost new, beautiful granite, gourmet kitchen, covered porch! #CREE
★SAGEMONT PARK - Lovely 4-2-2, Beautiful Kitchen remodel w/
custom Cabinets, Silestone, Stainless, French Doors to Formals, Wood 
Laminate Floors! #KNOLL 
★SAGEMEADOW - Beautiful 4-2-2, Silestone C-tops, Wood Laminte 
and Floors, Den w/FP! #MOSS
★CLEARBROOK MEADOWS - Fabulous 4-2.5-2, Modern, Sleek 
Beauty with Kitchen Remodel, Master Bath Remodel, Upgrades Galore 
-Nothing else like it! #CHEL
★SAGEGLEN - Elegant 4-2.5-3 Det, Both Formals, Study, Spacious 
Master Bedroom w/sitting area, Den w/FP, over 3000 sq. ft.! #DAL
★CLEAR BROOK MEADOWS - Extraordinary 4-2-2, Wood 
Laminate and Ceramic Tile throughout, Granite C-Tops in Kitchen and 
Baths, Huge Extended Covered Patio. #Formal Dining, Ceramic Tile & Wood 
Laminate Floors, Den W/Fireplace! #CHEL
★SAGEGLEN - Lovely 3-2-2, both formals, Den w/Vauted Ceiling and 
Fireplace, Wood Laminate Flooring! #VAL
★SAGEMONT - Lovely 3-2-2 Det., Formal Dining, Spacious Den, 
Updated AC/Heat! #BUR
★MEADOWS OF CLEAR CREEK - Lovely 5-3.5-2 Det., Study, 
Formal Dining, Gameroom, Corner Lot! #GLEN
★SAGEGLEN - Great House, Great Price! 5-3.5-3, Det., Both Formals, 
Large Lot, Handy Man’s Dream! #SDL 
★RIVERSTONE RANCH - SUPER 4-2.5-2 Formal Dining, 
Gameroom, Second Floor Open to Spacious Den with Fireplace! #PAINT
★SCARSDALE - Fabulous Renovation, 3-2-2, New Roof, Granite 
C-Tops, Fresh Paint! #WHIT

SOLD IN 5 DAYS!SOLD IN 5 DAYS!

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLD in 2 days!SOLD in 2 days!

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLD in 10 days!SOLD in 10 days!

SOLD in 10 days!SOLD in 10 days!

SOLD in 2 days!SOLD in 2 days!

SOLD in 14 days!SOLD in 14 days!

Donna Branch Court Dedication
Tuesday, Sept. 10, Dobie

Reception – 5 to 6:15 p.m.; ceremony 6:30 p.m.
Dobie varsity vs. Deer Park, 7 p.m.

 Intermediate football 
scrimmages will mark the 
opening of the season at 
Thompson and Beverly 
Hills Saturday, Sept. 7.
 Lions’ head football 
coach Doug Sawyer and 
his staff will lead the 
school’s Red and White 
scrimmage as the sev-
enth-grade teams will be in 
action prior to the eighth-
grade teams running onto 
the fi eld for play.
 The festivities, which 
will include food  and re-
freshment items for pur-
chase, will begin at 9 a.m.  
 The Lions’ incoming 
seventh-grade teams, play-
ing public school football 
for the fi rst time, will 
debut. The eighth-grade 
scrimmage will then begin 
at 10:30 a.m. 
 At Beverly Hills, head 
football coach Ben Por-
tis, his staff and players 
will host Food, Fun and 
Football at the school, 
also Sept. 7. All of the 
action will take place

from 8 a.m. to noon on 
campus. 
 Team supporters will 
also have hamburger and 
barbecue sandwich com-
bination plates available 
for $7 apiece.
 The scrimmages will 
signal a fast start to the 
2013 season as the Lions 
and Bears will join the 
Pasadena Independent 
School District’s other 
eight middle schools in 
play. 
 The PISD regular sea-
son is set to begin Sept. 
9-10. There will be six 
regular season games.
 Thompson will kick 
off the season against the 
South Houston Indians. 
Beverly Hills, meanwhile, 
will take on the Miller Fal-
cons. 
 All of the campus 
games will begin at 5 p.m. 
this season. 
 For the schedule of 
opening week games, see 
the Sports Calendar  on 
Page 2B.

Thompson, Beverly Hills
host football scrimmages

Fun starts Sept. 7

Atascocita air attack takes down Dobie;
locals look to recover against Chargers

Overwhelmed Branch awaits volleyball court naming Sept. 10

 The Dobie High School 
varsity football program 
has simply seen enough of 
Atascocita’s Greg Camp-
bell and Taylor Stump.
 Campbell made the suc-
cessful transition to quarter-
back, leading Atascocita to 
a two-year series sweep of 
the Longhorns with a 34-7 
win Aug. 30 at Humble’s 
Turner Stadium.
 A year ago, Campbell 
helped the Eagles defeat 
Dobie 31-6 in the opener as 
a receiver.
 Stump did his part this 

time around with six grabs 
for 137 yards, including 
touchdown receptions of 
13, 25 and 20 yards.
 The Longhorns, looking 
to get their read-option of-
fense off the ground with 
Joe Gonzalez at quarter-
back and a host of skilled 
running backs, fell behind 
17-0 at halftime and could 
not recover.
 Dobie had just 124 yards 
of total offense, while 
Atascocita amassed 405. 
 Throw in Dominique 
Harrison’s 59-yard fumble 

return for a score early in 
the third quarter, and the 
hosts had little trouble get-
ting the win after taking 
a 24-0 advantage at that 
point.
 “We played a very good 
football team, and you just 
about have to play a per-
fect football game against a 
team like that to win,” Do-
bie varsity football coach 
Jim Phillips said.
 “Really, if you take away 
about four poor plays on 
our side, and maybe things 
would have been a little dif-

ferent.”
 The fourth-year head 
coach referred to a mishan-
dle on a lateral that went for 
an Atascocita touchdown.  
 An offensive holding call 
held back a potential scor-
ing drive early in the sec-
ond half, and the team had 
a pair of blown assignments 
in the secondary that led to 
Eagles’ points.
 “After we scored (a 
Rashaad Randall 8-yard run 
with 7:03 to go in the third 
quarter), we had a good 
defensive stop and then 
put together a good drive,” 
Phillips said. “We got down 
there inside the 20 and had 
a holding call go against us 
that really hurt. 
 “If we would have 
scored there to make it 24-
14, maybe it’s a different 
game from there. We just 
had some mistakes that we 
have to be able to fi x.”
 The good news? The 
Longhorns won’t see 
Atascocita again this sea-
son. However, the locals 
must now take on Clear 

Continued on Page 2B

Wolverine football
edges past La Porte

SJC soccer’s scoring punch
leads to easy win over Ranger

all scored within a 12-min-
ute span to push the lead to 
4-0.
 In the fi nal four minutes 
of the fi rst half, Monteiro 
scored a goal to go with two 
for Seoane for a 7-0 lead.  
 Monteiro’s goal was the 
lone scoring action of the 
second half.
 Michael Rich earned his 
second win of the season in 
nets for San Jacinto, facing 
little attack from Ranger.
 San Jacinto College head 
coach Ian Spooner knows 
he likely cannot count on 
this type of offensive pro-
duction as the season pro-
gresses, but he’ll take it. 
 He has to like the way 
established standouts like 
Seoane (team-leading 
fi ve goals), Vasquez and 
Amestoy have blended their 
talents with newcomers in-
cluding Moore and Ibarra. 
 All told, 10 different 
players have scored this 
season. Five got in on 
goal-scoring against Rang-
er. Thus, opposing defen-

sive units have not been 
able to focus on locking 
down on Seaone and others.
 “Yes, it’s great to be able 
to have a balanced attack in 
the front,” Spooner said.  
 “The sophomores have 
really stepped up and 
shown the way, and some 
of the freshmen have played 
well and closed the (com-
petitive) gap.
 “I’m very pleased with 
the way all of the guys are 
trusting each other and 
working together. 
 “At the end of the day, 
all you can do is take it one 
game at a time and make 
each and every practice and 
game as competitive as pos-
sible.” 
 Rich has been solid in 
goal, and hasn’t faced much 
pressure along the way. The 
defense has been that good.
 “That’s been encourag-
ing, especially in that last 
season we just let in too 
many goals as the season 
closed out,” Spooner said. 

Continued on Page 6B

 San Jacinto College’s 
home debut was a thrill a 
minute as the men’s soccer 
team kept up its early sea-
son scoring barrage with 
an 8-0 shutout victory over 
Ranger College.
 Jose “Sito” Seoane had 
two goals and two assists in 
the win, while Joao Mon-
teiro tallied two goals. 
 Pablo Vasquez got in 
on the act with a goal and 
two assists as San Jacin-
to, ranked 6th in the latest  
National Junior College 
Athletic Association regular 
season poll, moved to 3-0 
with a second straight shut-
out.
 Freshman forward  
O’Neal Moore, a big piece 
to the puzzle early this sea-
son, got things started in the 
10th minute. 
 Moore’s fourth goal of 
the season came on an assist 
by Seoane and started a big 
run by the locals.
 Beginning in the 19th 
minute, Ezequiel Amestoy, 
Vasquez and Carlos Ibarra 

Team now No. 6 nationally 

Donna Branch

At left, the Clear Brook varsity volleyball team seeks 
solid footing by the time 24-5A play begins Sept. 13. 
Some of the players focused on that goal include, from 
left, Bailey Knight (10), Madison Guerra, Chelsea Sin-
cox (11), Jaden Newsome (8), Celia Wakeling (7) and 
Jasmine Juliette.

 Like many high school 
students she encounters this 
time of year, Dobie High 
School assistant principal 
Donna Branch admits she 
wasn’t really paying much 
attention when the big an-
nouncement came.
 Branch was in a school-
wide faculty meeting in 
mid-August as principal 
Franklin Moses made a va-
riety of announcements to 
those in attendance. 
 Having been on staff for 
many years now, Branch 
must’ve fi gured she’d heard 

it all.
 Until now.
 “I remember (Moses) 
talking about career wins 
and years at the school, 
but never realized he was 
talking about me,” Branch 
said. 

 “I had no idea this was 
coming.”
 Moses’ big announce-
ment included plans to 
name the school’s volley-
ball court in Branch’s hon-
or. 
 The evening, which will 

include a reception, the of-
fi cial unveiling and plenty 
of Dobie versus Deer Park 
action on the court, is set for 
Tuesday, Sept. 10.
 Before becoming an as-
sistant principal prior to 
the 2004-2005 school year, 

Branch won more than 500 
matches as the Lady Long-
horns’ varsity volleyball 
head coach from 1981 to 
2003.
 She had several district 
titles, numerous playoff ap-
pearances and helped guide 
more than a dozen Dobie 
graduates to the collegiate 
playing ranks.
 Despite all of the accom-
plishments, Branch never 
saw this coming.
 Within moments of the 
announcement taking hold, 
Branch pondered whether 
or not she needed to leave 
for the day.
 “I just couldn’t believe it, 
and I had all of these emo-
tions,” Branch said. “I won-
dered for a minute if maybe 
I needed to go home. That’s 
what the moment felt like.”

 Having had a couple of 
weeks to digest the news 
now, Branch is still awed by 
the gesture.
 “It’s overwhelming, to 

be honest,” she said. “We 
had some great years, and I 
have so many memories of 

Continued on Page 6B

 Clear Brook varsity foot-
ball head coach Paul Lanier 
promised to add a few new 
wrinkles to the team’s usu-
al fl exbone offensive attack 
this season.
 Perhaps now the opposi-
tion will take notice.
 Trailing La Porte 21-11 
entering the fi nal 12 min-
utes, the usually run-happy 
Wolverines got two scoring 
passes from quarterback 
Josh Ramos over the fi nal 
seven minutes and change.
 Ramos’ second big play, 
a 32-yard touchdown throw 
to Cody Williams, provid-
ed the margin of victory 
as Clear Brook stunned La 
Porte 25-21 Aug. 30, at Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium in 
League City.
 La Porte also led 14-3 
at one point, but the Wol-
verines, as has always been 

their MO under Lanier, 
would not give in.
 Ramos, inserted as the 
starter at quarterback last 
season due to injury, even-
tually helped lead Clear 
Brook to the playoffs and 
a victory in the bidistrict 
round.
 Now, the dual-threat 
signal-caller has picked up 
where he left off.
 Prior to hitting Williams 
with the game-winner, Ra-
mos tossed a 48-yard scor-
ing pass to Corey Jelks. 
That was the start of the 
fourth-quarter uprising.
 For the game, Ramos 
fi nished 9 of 17 for 121 and 
two scores. He was not in-
tercepted.
 D’Andre Jackson, a fi rst-
time player in the offensive 
backfi eld, rushed for 103
yards in the game. 

As district play nears, Brook, Dobie eye consistency

Come watch the Houston Texans and Come watch the Houston Texans and 
Houston Dynamos on our Big Screen TVsHouston Dynamos on our Big Screen TVs

Call us for 
Catering!

Gift
Certificates
Available!

99¢ Appetizers
Daily 3-7p.m.
@ Bar Only

Lunch Menu Monday-Friday 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.Lunch Menu Monday-Friday 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Happy Hour EverydayHappy Hour Everyday

3-7 p.m. 3-7 p.m. 

District volleyball openers
Dobie hosts South Houston
Friday, Sept. 13, 4:30 p.m.

Brook at Clear Springs
Friday, Sept. 13, 4:15 p.m.

Note: Due to homecoming, Dobie’s varsity match 
will be played fi rst. Brook varsity match will be 
played at 4:15 p.m. so Springs’ players have time 
to prepare for the school’s homecoming festivities 
later that evening.

 Things haven’t gone as 
well as hoped for the Clear 
Brook and Dobie varsi-
ty volleyball teams to this 
point, but there is plenty of 
time for redemption.
 Dobie is coming off a 
win over Baytown Lee Aug. 
30, while Clear Brook has 
now been swept in its last 
two matches against Daw-
son and Friendswood.
 Neither Brook nor Dobie 
will enter district play with 
a winning record, but that 
means little in the big pic-
ture.
 The race to the playoffs 
is about to begin, and both 

programs are starting the 
action with a clean slate.
 Clear Brook, which 
missed the playoffs a sea-
son ago for the fi rst time 
since 2004, will compete in 
perhaps the region’s most 
competitive districts.
 A season ago, 24-5A 
programs from Clear Lake 
and Clear Falls met in the 
Region III fi nal with Lake 
moving on to state.
 Clear Creek has been one 
of the area’s most success-
ful programs for the better 
part of two decades, and 
Clear Springs is looking to

Continued on Page 6B 
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JFD baseball boosters host golf tourney Oct. 12
 
 The Dobie High School Diamond Club will host its fourth annual golf tour-
nament Saturday, Oct. 12, at Country Place Golf Club in Pearland. The $80 per 
player entry fee includes lunch prior to the tournament, which tees off at 1 p.m. 
Deadline for registration is Oct. 1. Foursomes are encouraged to register by call-
ing tournament coordinator Henry Caballero at 832-372-0266 or by directing 
email to him at Hcaballero142@Gmail.com. The tournament serves as a primary 
fundraiser for the Longhorns’ baseball program each year.

JFD softball boosters host golf tourney Oct. 19
 
 The Dobie High School softball booster club will host its fourth annual golf 
tournament Saturday, Oct. 19, at Country Place Golf Club in Pearland. The $80 
per player entry fee includes lunch after the tournament, which tees off at 8 a.m. 
Deadline for registration is Oct. 15. For more information, call booster club 
member Nick Medina at 713-206-8224.

Sports news, registrations

Sports calendar Regular Season Week Three Results 
 Teams  Sr.  Jr.  Soph.  Fr.
Cowboys 19 0   6      13
Texans 28            46  27      32

Rams 18            38    0       6
Stingrays 13             7   29       7

Dolphins 41              1   24      30
Tigers  0               0    6       6

Senior Division American
Team  W  L  T 

Sharks   3 0 0

Cowboys 2 1 0

Steelers  2 1 0

Texans   2 1 0

’49ers              1  1 0

Panthers  1 2 0 

Saints 1 2  0

Patriots 0 2   0 

Gators   0 3 0

BAFL Weekly Standings – 3

Junior Division American
Team  W  L  T 

Texans 3 0  0 

’49ers              2  0 0

Cowboys  2 1 0

Saints   2 1 0 

Patriots 1 1  0

Gators   1 2 0

Sharks 1 2 0

Panthers 0 3  0 

Steelers  0 3 0

Sophomore Division American
Team  W  L  T 

Texans   3 0 0

’49ers              2  0 0

Patriots 2 0  0

Sharks 2 1 0

Saints   2 1 0 

Cowboys  1 2  0

Panthers 1 2   0 

Gators   1 2  0 

Steelers  0 3 0

Freshman Division American
Team  W  L  T 

Saints 3 0   0 

Gators   3 0 0

Texans   3 0 0

’49ers 1 1 0

Patriots 1 1  0

Cowboys             1 2 0

Steelers  1 2 0

Panthers  0 3 0 

Sharks 0 3  0

Senior Division National
Team  W  L  T 

Eagles 3 0   0 

Cougars  2 0 0

Rams              2  0 0

Stingrays  2 1 0

Hurricanes 2 1 0

Bulls   1 2 0 

Dolphins 1 2  0

Braves   0 3 0

Tigers 0 3  0

Junior Division National
Team  W  L  T 

Bulls              3  0 0

Eagles 2 1 0

Hurricanes  2 1 0

Dolphins  2 1 0

Cougars  1 1 0

Rams   1 1 0 

Braves 1 2   0 

Stingrays 0 3  0

Tigers 0 3  0

Sophomore Division National
Team  W  L  T 

Hurricanes  3 0 0

Cougars  2 0 0

Dolphins  2 1 0 

Eagles 2 1 0

Bulls              1  2 0

Stingrays 1 2  0

Rams   0 2 0 

Braves 0 3   0 

Tigers 0 3  0

Freshman Division National
Team  W  L  T 

Eagles              3  0 0

Bulls   2 1 0

Hurricanes 2 1   0 

Dolphins 2 1 0

Cougars  1 1 0

Braves   1 2 0

Stingrays 1 2  0

Rams   0 2 0 

Tigers 0 3  0

FOOTBALL
Thursday, Sept. 5

Brook varsity at Seven Lakes, 7:00
Dobie JV at Clear Springs, 4:30
Dobie sophomores at Clear Springs, 4:30
Dobie freshman White hosts Clear Springs, 4:30
Dobie freshman Orange hosts Clear Springs, 4:30

Friday, Sept. 6
Dobie varsity hosts Clear Springs, Veterans, 7:00

Monday, Sept. 9
Beverly Hills 8A at Miller, 5:00
Beverly Hills 8B hosts Miller, 5:00
Thompson 8A hosts South Houston, 5:00
Thompson 8B at South Houston, 5:00

Tuesday, Sept. 10
Beverly Hills 7A at Miller, 5:00
Beverly Hills 7B hosts Miller, 5:00
Thompson 7A hosts South Houston, 5:00
Thompson 7B at South Houston, 5:00

Thursday, Sept. 12
Dobie JV at Clear Falls, campus, 6:30
Brook JV hosts Angleton, campus, 6:30
Brook sophomores host Episcopal, campus, 4:30
Dobie sophomores at Clear Falls, campus, 4:30
Dobie freshman Orange hosts Clear Falls, campus, 4:30
Dobie freshman White hosts Clear Falls, campus, 4:30
Brook freshman Black at Angleton, campus, 4:30
Brook freshman Silver at Angleton, campus, 6:30

Friday, Sept. 13
Brook varsity at Vidor, 7:00
Dobie varsity hosts Clear Falls, 7:00

VOLLEYBALL
Friday, Sept. 6

Brook varsity hosts Deer Park, 6:30
Dobie varsity hosts Davis, 6:30
Dobie JV hosts Davis, 5:30
Brook JV hosts Deer Park 5:30
Brook freshman A hosts Deer Park, 4:15
Dobie freshman A hosts Davis, 4:30
Brook freshman B hosts Deer Park, 4:15

Saturday, Sept. 7
Brook JV at Dickinson tourn., TBA
Brook freshman A at Dickinson tourn., TBA

Tuesday, Sept. 10
(Donna Branch Night) 

Dobie varsity hosts Deer Park, 7:00 
Brook varsity at Alvin, 6:30
Brook JV at Alvin, 5:30
Dobie JV hosts Deer Park, 5:30
Dobie freshman A hosts Deer Park, 4:30
Brook freshman A at Alvin, 4:30
Dobie freshman B hosts Deer Park, 4:30
Brook freshman B at Alvin, 4:30

Friday, Sept. 13
Dobie varsity hosts South Houston, 6:30 
Brook varsity at Clear Springs, 4:15
Dobie JV hosts South Houston, 5:30
Brook JV at Clear Springs, 5:30
Dobie freshman A hosts South Houston, 4:30
Brook freshman A at Clear Springs, 4:15
Dobie freshman B hosts South Houston, 4:30
Brook freshman B at Clear Springs, 5:30

TENNIS
Friday, Sept. 6

Dobie varsity hosts Clear Springs, 2:30

SOCCER
Sunday, Sept. 8

San Jac College at Richland College, 6:00

Friday, Sept. 13
San Jacinto College hosts Tyler, 7:00

Saturday, Sept. 14
San Jacinto College hosts Jacksonville, 6:00

 Troy Leland John Bechtle Eli Tanksley Toni Muse  Emory Gadd Debbie Vaughn

 Springs Springs Springs Dobie Dobie Springs

 Seven Lakes Seven Lakes Seven Lakes Seven Lakes Brook Brook

 Brazoswood Brazoswood Brazoswood Brazoswood Angleton Angleton 

 Deer Park Deer Park Deer Park Deer Park Deer Park Deer Park

 Falls Sterling Falls Sterling Falls Sterling

 North Shore North Shore North Shore North Shore North Shore North Shore

 Woodlands Woodlands Woodlands Woodlands Woodlands Woodlands

 Friendswood Friendswood Friendswood Friendswood Friendswood Friendswood 

 Texas City La Marque Texas City Texas City Texas City Texas City 

 PAM PAM PAM  PAM PAM PAM  

 6-4 5-5 6-4 6-4 5-5 5-5  

 6-4 5-5 6-4  6-4 5-5 5-5

Dobie hosts
Clear Springs

Clear Brook 
at Seven Lakes

Angleton at
Brazoswood

Spring at Deer Park

Clear Falls
at Baytown Sterling

Manvel 
at North Shore

The Woodlands
at Hightower

Friendswood at
Dickinson  

Texas City at
La Marque

Beaumont Ozen
at Port Arthur Memorial

This week’s record

Season record

South Belt 
football 

predictions

Sagemont Cowboys’ senior division runner Alan Lopez (27) edges his way past a 
Pearland Texans’ defender on his way to a big gain during the Cowboys’ eventual 
28-19 loss to the Texans at Presner Stadium Aug. 31.

Although his team suffered its fi rst loss of the season Aug. 31 to the Pearland Tex-
ans, Sagemont Cowboys senior running back Keandre Green enjoyed another big 
game. Here he races past a Pearland defensive player while looking to score.

Continued from Page 1B
Springs and its no-huddle, 
pass-happy offense in the 
home opener Friday, Sept. 6 
at Veterans Memorial Stadi-
um in Pasadena.
 Springs, the defending 
District 24-5A champion, is 
also in recovery mode after 
being handed a 51-14 defeat 
against arguably the city’s 
top team, North Shore.
 Chargers’ quarterback 
Zach Cripps, a third-year 
starter, completed just 
seven of 23 passes for 47 
yards. He was intercepted 
once. Springs hurt itself of-
ten, particularly with a pair 
of deep snaps that sailed 
over the punters’ head in the 

game.
 “Springs is going to be 
feeling just like us,” Phillips 
said. “They played a big-
time program and took a hit 
or two. They’re going to be 
looking to get a win.”
 For its part, Dobie must 
fi nd a way to get untracked 
offensively against Springs.
 Junior quarterback Joe 
Gonzalez was impressive 
in the spring and also in the 
preseason while winning 
the starting job. 
 The Longhorns also fi g-
ured to be in good shape at 
running back with senior 
Adoniz Thomas back. 
 Fellow senior Darobie 
Stenline arrived in the off-

season via transfer, and 
several offensive linemen 
established themselves.
 But during the fi rst week 
of the season, things didn’t 
come together as well as 
hoped. “In the fi rst week 
of the season, everybody 
thinks they’re good,” Phil-
lips said. 
 “We have a talented foot-
ball team and have the abil-
ity to make plays, but we 
have to execute better. The 
goal, especially in the (non-
district) season is to get bet-
ter every week. Now we’re 
going to play a very good 
Clear Springs team, and we 
have to focus this week on 
getting better as a group.”

Atascocita slows Dobie attack

Sept. 5-6 varsity football games
Dobie Longhorns 

host 
Clear Springs 

Sept. 6, 7 p.m. 
Veterans Stadium

Note: Both teams lost in week 
one. Dobie won 2012 matchup
over Chargers, 26-14.

Brook Wolverines
at 

Seven Lakes
Sept. 5, 7 p.m.

Rhodes Stadium

Note: Both teams won in week 
one. Lakes won 2012 matchup
over Brook, 45-42.
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through 
Friday at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or 
just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise 
from noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapson-
line.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday 
at 6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.
Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young 
adults with diabetes. All subjects are open for discussion: 
new technologies, research advances, fears, phobias, dat-
ing and other personal matters. Meets the first Thursday of 
each month at 1315 St. Joseph Parkway #1705, Medical 
Place One. Contact Dan Steiner, CDE, at 713-922-9677 for 
more information.

7 p.m.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday 
of each month at Barnes and Noble at Bay Area Boulevard 
and the Gulf Freeway. Newcomers are welcome.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meet-
ings are held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and 
Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, 

call 713-204-2481.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through 
Friday at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or 
just drop in.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous 
– The ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The 
Street Club in Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA 
is a 12-step program of hope, healing and recovery for 
people who grew up in alcoholic or dysfunctional homes. 
For more information, call 281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) 
– Provides support for family and friends of alcoholics 
or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday 
at 6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Saturday at 7:30 a.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

9 a.m.

Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) 
– Provides support for family and friends of alcoholics 
or addicts. Saturday at 9 a.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. 
Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons 
whose lives are affected by someone who is addicted. 
Each Saturday morning at 11 a.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the 
Westminster Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in 
Webster. Refreshments provided. For more information, 
contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-5675 or visit www.fron-
tiersquares.com.

7:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – 
Saturdays 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Open discussion. Memorial 
Hermann Prevention and Recovery PARC, 2245 N. Main 
St., Suite 2, Pearland 77581. (Located on Hwy 35, just 
north of Broadway). The group’s primary purpose is to 
abstain from compulsive overeating and to carry the mes-
sage of recovery to those who still suffer. Call 713 865-
1611 for information, or just drop in.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved 
one. Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more infor-
mation, call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program 
meets every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel of 
the Educational Building at Life Church in Houston at 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for more information or 
to RSVP for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – For persons who are try-
ing to overcome drug addiction. Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday 
at 6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meet-
ings are held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. 
and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, 
call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
9 a.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and 
speech therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake 
Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., 
Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of 
services offered.

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays 10 to 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P

Continued on Page 4B
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Brook, Dobie to play at annual Galveston tennis tournament

The Clear Brook varsity tennis team will be joined by Dobie and many others 
at the annual Remembering Ike Classic in Galveston Sept. 13-14. The two local 
teams could meet for the second time this season in the second round of the event.  

At left, Joelle Price has played well early this season for the Lady Wolverines 
while playing No. 2 doubles and No. 3 singles for the girls’ team. Above, Ray 
Memon plays No. 1 doubles and No. 3 boys’ singles.

Clear Brook’s varsity tennis team is off to a strong start this season, and the Lady 
Wolverines’ group has played a key role to this point. Lavanya Hospeti (left) and 
Sarah Burrows have played No. 1 doubles for Clear Brook, and the two are also 

accomplished singles players. Hospeti has played in the No. 1 singles slot for the 
Lady Wolverines, while Burrows, daughter of former head coach Todd Burrows, 
is at No. 4. Todd Burrows now coaches boys’ golf at the school.

,

Senior John Le smacks a serve back at his Clear Brook opponent during the neigh-
borhood match Aug. 23 at Dobie. Clear Brook won the match 18-1 to start a three-
match skid for the Longhorns, who are now 3-5 overall this season.

Junior Theresa Tran has played very well in the No. 1 singles role for the Dobie girls’ 
team this season. Due to injuries and other issues, Tran played her way into the top 
spot and has excelled, according to head coach Manuel Moreno Jr.

Despite 3-5 start, Dobie tennis intent to improve quickly
 The defending District 
22-5A fall team tennis 
champions might be a little 
down right now, but they’re 
far from out.
 An inexperienced Dobie 
team is having a bit of a 
downturn thanks to a three-
match losing streak to Clear 
Creek ISD teams, yet head 
coach Manuel Moreno Jr. 
still believes a quick rever-
sal is coming.
 “We’re just not closing 
out matches right now,” 
said Moreno, who watched 
as Dobie fell consecutive-

ly to Clear Brook (18-1), 
Clear Creek (19-0) and 
Clear Falls (17-2).
 “Those CCISD teams 
are better than us on paper, 
but the fi nal scores are not 
indicative of the way the 
play has been on the court.
 “We have had leads in 
several of the matches and 
haven’t been able to close 
out the wins.
 “That’s something we 
have to work on. We have 
until Sept. 17 when district 
play starts against South 
Houston. I still believe we 

will.”
 Perhaps Moreno saw 
some of the early struggles 
coming. With the exception 
of select players, Dobie is 
reloading after heavy grad-
uation losses last school 
year.
 The team’s projected 
No. 1 girls’ player has yet 
to play due to injury, and 
the No. 2 girls’ player was 
fi rst injured and then quit 
the team. Two other girls’ 
players also chose to exit.
 “We knew coming into 
the season that the boys’ 

group would have to shoul-
der the load,” Moreno said.
 “We have proven players 
like Ruben Vargas, John Le 
and Brian Williams on that 
side of things. That’s a big 
help. As an entire group, we 
just have to close out win-
nable matches.”
 Moreno has praised the 
play of junior Theresa Tran, 
who was bumped into the 
No. 1 girls’ singles role and 
has played well.
 Two sophomores, Karen 
Neira and Ashley Deveza, 
have also stood out. Lada 

Heng has played well 
throughout the early por-
tion of the season as well.
 Moreno’s biggest con-
cern remains the doubles 
combinations.
 Dobie’s primary mode 
of success is to build a lead 
within the opening seven 
doubles matches and then 
go about winning enough 
singles matches to reach the 
necessary 10 total wins.
 Vargas and Le are set at 
No. 1 with Williams and 
Tony Ly at No. 2. The No. 3 
boys’ team is freshman Bao 

Nguyen and Flavio Cas-
tillo. 
 The girls’ pairings in-
clude Tran and Heng at No. 
1, with Hai Ho and a yet-
to-be-determined partner 
at No. 2, and Neira and De-
veza together at 3. 
 Moreno does not cur-
rently have a tried and true 
mixed doubles group.
 “We have to fi gure out 
some of those combinations 
in a hurry,” he said. “This is 
the youngest team I’ve ever 
had in terms of varsity play, 
but we’ll get there.”
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Need Help Around 

The Offi ce?

Let the Leader 
advertise your job openings!

 Just bring your ads to our offi ce by 
noon 

Tuesday or use the mail slot by the 
front door.

11555 Beamer

281-481-5656
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g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Looking to sell or lease your home?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's 

weekly Real Estate section!

11555 Beamer   •   281-481-5656

CALENDAR
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 
409 454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. 
Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409 454-5720 for 
information, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at IHOP at 11222 Fuqua at 6 
p.m. Come and improve crossword game playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 
for more information.

7 p.m.
Sagemont Civic Club – Meetings are held the second Monday of every 
month at 7 p.m. at Kirkwood South Christian Church, 10811 Kirkfair Dr.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every Monday 
from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical 
Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse or other loved one 
are invited to participate. For information, call Betty Flynn at 281-474-3430 
or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or 
just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
CCART – The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers meets the 
second Tuesday of each month, September through May. They are held 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 Nasa 
Parkway in Seabrook near the Landolt Pavilion. All Texas retired school 
employees from all surrounding school districts are welcome to attend and 
join this organization. Annual dues are $35.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Meets the second Tuesday of each month 
at the Pasadena Town Square Community Room. For more information, 
call 713-941-7158.

10:30 a.m.
Tri-County Republican Women – General meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every month except June and July at Golfcrest Country Club, 
2509 Country Club Drive in Pearland. A luncheon is available. To make 
reservations, call Laura Morgan at 281-484-8083.

1 p.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, an 
old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. Tuesday through 
Friday from 1 to 5 p.m. 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For information, call 713-
472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road, at 1:30 p.m. For 
information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy 
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Center, 4021 Brookhaven, Pasadena. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a com-
plete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides sup-
port for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Green Thumb Series – The Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 
2 offers free evening gardening lectures the second Tuesday of each 
month at the Clear Lake Meeting Room (lakeside) at 5001 Nasa Parkway. 
Programs will be held at 6:30 p.m. Visit the Web site for a list of topics and 
location at www.hcmga.tamu.edu or call 281-991-8437.

7 p.m.
Houston Space City Lions Club – Meets the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway. For 
more information, call George Malone at 281-438-7243.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Tuesday and Sunday from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 
p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For informa-
tion, call 713-204-2481

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or 
just drop in.

Continued from Page 3B 9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week of each month 
at Covenant United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, 
etc. Call Nellie Galney at 713-991-3517 for more information.

10 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support 
for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Wednesday at 10 a.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 
232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
American Business Women’s Association Bay Area Vision Chapter 
– Now meets at Perry’s Italian Grill, 1001 Pineloch in Houston on the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month. For more information or to R.S.V.P., call 
Lorilyn Wynn at 281-388-5202.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 5 p.m. at 
First Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides sup-
port for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the second 
Wednesday of each month at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital. For 
more information, call Steven Williams at 281-929-4199 or 713-266-6400.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Domestic violence 
support group for male survivors meets each Wednesday at 210 S. Walnut 
off NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for information. Participants may 
join at any time as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Confidential 
domestic violence support group for women meets every week. For infor-
mation, call 281-338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturn ing point.com. BATP 
is located at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway between Interstate 45 South 
and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis hotline is 281-286-2525.
Bay Area New Democrats – Meet at the Clear Lake Court House at 
16603 Buccaneer Drive, across from the new Clear Lake Library. For 
more information, contact John Cobarruvias at john.cobarruvias@bayar-
eanewdemocrats.org or visit www.bayareanewdemocrats.org.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or 
just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – meets the second Thursday of 
the month at 9:30 a.m. at the Lighthouse Fellowship of Friends, 144 Park 
Avenue in League City. The public is welcome and encouraged to bring 
others to the interdenominational meeting.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American Business Women’s 
Association-South meets on the second Thursday of each month at MiMi’s 
Cafe in the Pearland Town Center, 11200 Broadway Street, #1600. Lunch 
is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost is $20 and includes networking with pro-
fessional business women, lunch and guest speaker. Women of all ages 
and occupations are invited. Bring plenty of business cards. Reservations 
are appreciated. Contact Monica Perez at mlynnperez2002@yahoo.com 
for reservations, or visit the Web site at www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from noon to 1 
p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in 
Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, 
Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 
p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For informa-
tion, call 713-204-2481.

★ ★ ★

To submit items for the 

CALENDAR
email to: mynews@southbeltleader.com

LAWN & GARDEN

REAL ESTATE

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 or or 713-298-9267713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY !

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRRIIAANNSS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS..CCOOMM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

Bar-X Ranch Eagle Lake

Selling 2 lots together
$11,500 ea.  

Call Ann at 713-269-5262

LOTS FOR SALE

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $22; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

CHILD CARE
PEACHES HOME DAY-
CARE accepting applica-
tions for infants, toddlers 
and after school care 
kids. Licensed provider 
with the state. Mrs. 
Jeanette Johnson 713-
805-8566         9-5

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR.    
Free estimates. New and 
rebuilt computers for sale. 
Deal with a technician, 
not a salesman! Senior 
discounts because I’m 
one too! Call Harry, 713-
991-1355 9-12
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data 
Re-covery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, 
Suite 120, 281-922-4160. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com TF

GARAGE SALES  
204 W. EDGEWOOD 
Saturday, Sept, 7, 8 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. Gigantic garage 
sale. Friendswood United 
Methodist Church annual 
garage sale. Items 
include: bicycles, sports 
equipment, furniture, 
baby clothes, tools, and 
much, much more. 9-5           
10326 SAGEBERRY DR. 
Friday and Saturday, 
Sept,  6  - 7, 7 a.m. - 3 
p.m. Dining room, reclin-
er, exercise equip., adult/
children name brand 
clothes, washer, refriger-
ator. 9-5
9505 RADIO RD. at 
Tavenor Fri and Sat, Sept 
6 - 7, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Moving sale, household, 

furniture items - solid 
wood, roll-top desk, 
tables, etc. 9-5
              HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN 
INJURED on the job or in 
an automobile accident? 
The company doctor or 
insurance company doc-
tor is not your doctor. He 
works for the  company. 
In Texas you get to 
choose your doctor. Call 
me, Dr. Michael Stokes 
for your free consultation 
- 281-481-1623. I WILL 
WORK for you. I have 
been relieving back and 
neck pain for South Belt 
families for over 30 years. 
I want to be your chiro-
practor. TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: Local & Dedi-
cated, Baytown & 
Channelview Openings. 
Avg pay over $200.00 
per day, Benefits, Many 
Bonuses! CDL-A, 1 yr 
OTR T/T Exp., TWIC, X 
End Req. 1-888-880-
5915 9-12
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE: LEATHER 
couch, brown, like new, L 
7’8” X W 3’4” X H 2’ 10”. 
$400 Negotiable. 281-
657-5111 9-5
FOR SALE: in Sagemont 
custom Camelback sofa, 
3 pc. full bedroom set, 
wood table and 6 seat 
dining room set. 713-
947-0644 9-5
FOR SALE: cemetery 
plots: Crypt for 2 stacked 
@ Forest Park East, 
Garden of Tranquility 

section 216B, with 16X24 
bronze memorial. $5,000 
Theresa 832-338-4736  
 9-19

PERSONAL
ST. JUDE’S NOVENA: 
May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
thoughout the world now 
and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, pray for us. St. 
Jude worker of miracles, 
pray for us. Say this 
prayer 9 days, 9 times a 
day on the 8th day, your 
prayer will be answered.  
It has never been known 
to fail. Publication must 
be promised. My prayers 
have been answered. 
HW 9-5

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY OWNER 
5428 Starling Houston, 
TX 77017. 2/1/1, corner 
lot, needs interior work. 
Karen 281-746-22219-12
FORECLOSURE HOME 
for sale $79,900, tile and 
hardwood floors, 3 
Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 
1,871 Square Feet. Call 
me today! (281)948-
3833, PattyValenciaReal
tor@yahoo.com (Buyers’ 
Agent) 9-5
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
Sagemont Park Town-
home, 3, 2-1/2, 2, 
detached garage, access 
to 2 private pools. Needs 
some work. $85,000. 
Owner will finance. Tn 
713-253-1446 9-12 

SERVICE
DIRK’S YARD SERVICE 
Mow/Edge /Weedea t /

Clean-up. $25 & up 
Seasonal Cleanup/
Flowerbeds/Mulch-ing. 
U.S. Veteran & South Belt 
resident 43 yrs. Dirk 
Shiflett 832-526-5712  
 9-12
FALL TENNIS LESSONS 
– San Jacinto College ( 
South Campus) and in 
Pearland. Visit us at www.
eddiestennis.com or call 
Edward Gonzales at 281-
870-3634 for more infor-
mation.  9-5
SEWING & ALTERA-
TIONS for men, women & 
home fashions. Exp-
erienced seam-stress. 
Call Karen at 713-943-
7935 TF

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
25 Words $8 for 1 week
or 25 Words for 3 Weeks $21
no changes, no refunds.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

HELP WANTED

A-BETTER
PLUMBING

Experienced  Plumbers

Please Call 281-692-1684

NOWNOW
HIRINGHIRING

is

Transport Service Co. 
is hiring a 

MECHANIC
out of Pasadena, TX!

We offer competitive pay, 
medical benefi ts for you 
and your family, paid va-
cations, 401K & MORE! 
Day and evening shifts 

available.

Submit your resume to 
safety@thekag.com 

to apply!

13630 Beamer Rd (across San Jacinto College)

12007 Beamer Rd (@ Hughes)

281-484-1111

OFFICE/MEDICAL/RETAIL 

FOR LEASE
up to 9 months 

FREE RENT!

Ms. Janetʻs Children
 of the Future Childcare and 

Learning Center is
NOW H I R I NG !

#1 Hughes - 11590 Hughes Rd.
281-464-2366
• All Positions

#2 Scarsdale - 12490 Scarsdale
281-538-5310

• Full Time After School 
Teacher/Floater

• Full Time Infant Room Teacher
#3 League City - 3007 Invincible Dr.

281-538-5310
• COOKCOOK      • Floater 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY – WILL TRAIN
–– Please Apply in Person ––

Warehouse Shipping / Receiving
Growing Electrical Supply Company is looking for in-
dividuals that can work with their hands at a quick pace 
with an eye for detail. We will train you but 5+ years of 
experience in shipping and receiving is required. Learn 
a skill and move up within our ranks. You must have a 
clean background and be drug free and able to lift 35 to 50 
lbs. Please contact us if you want to be part of a winning 
team.  gescoemployment@gmail.com Location: Gulf 
Gate Mall area 

Please, no phone calls about this job! 
Please do not contact job poster about other services, 

products or commercial interests.

Compass Rose Estate Sales

Liquidations
Downsizing
Moving

713-806-0725
info@compassrose-estatesales.com
www.compassrose-estatesales.com

Tamra Mast

Improve 

your yard 

the easy 

way!

Call the 

Leader 

advertisers 

for your 

Lawn & 

Garden

PART-TIME POSITION
Friendly , outgoing  individual 

needed to help in offi ce
• MUSTMUST  be able to occasionally 

work all day
• MUSTMUST  be computer literate

• MUSTMUST  be a non smoker

281-464-7390281-464-7390
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★★

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

Call for A/C Check Up                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

GET IT TODAY!

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

www.southbeltairandheat.com

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-Free 
Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 09-30-13

J&M SERVICE CO.
A Complete Service Company

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels
 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

713-530-0833
Located in the South Belt area  
Johnny R. Gibbs           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

Serving & Saving Your Community
for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

Oup Professional Servies Now IncludeOup Professional Servies Now Include
 Air Conditioning Air Conditioning

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill MPL 20628, TACLA 17658C

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Custom Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

281-484-8121
ROOFING - HARDI-PLANK - SHEETROCK - CONCRETE - KITCHENS

PAINTING - BATHROOMS - CARPENTRY - POWER WASHING - FLOORS

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Fill-ins
WE ARE INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash ––

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone you can trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models

TACLB002755C

20 point AC 
Tune-up/Check-up

Time

Ever heard the expression “THERE’S NO FREE LUNCH”?
If so, do you really think there is a “FREE FURNACE”? 

To really fi nd out, get the bottom line “FREE FURNACE” price, then call us 
for an “HONEST” fair price to see what is really “FREE” if anything.

Mayo Flooring

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

  THINK
 MONEY
THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll 
save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

Call Today
281-481-5656

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
MPL39885

Licensed & Insured 

713-340-0404
www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR
*One coupon per household. Not

valid with any other offer.*

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP
*One coupon per household. Not

valid with any other offer.*

24 Hour Emergency Service

Fix Now  
Pay Later

Call for Details

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING • SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING 
• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING 

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

AirstreamAirstream A/C & HEAT
$10 OFF A/C Check-up

 www.airstream-acservice.com 
Free Estimate      281-481-6308

 Lic.TACLB23730E

$39.95. A/C Check Up
3 Ton Unit Starting at $1,595

Complete Only $2,999
FREE 2nd Opinion

TACLA11596C

A&E Mechanical
281-471-2725

So
ut

h B
elt

 
Gr

ap
hic

s &
 P

rin
tin

g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

BOB TAYLOR REMODELING
Kitchen Cabinets Resurfaced, Grinding & Sanded

All New Hardware ● New Fences, Gutters ● Crown Molding 
& Baseboards ● Ceiling Fan ● New Interior Doors ● Flower 
Beds ● Mulch ● Painting Interior & Exterior ● Storage Sheds
NO ONE BEATS OUR PRICES GUARANTEED
37 yrs. in Sagemont ● 9 yr. Sagemont Little League Coach

Free Estimates!  281-814-8101

CARPENTER
★  SHEETROCK  ★  CARPENTRY REPAIRS

★  DOORS  ★  PAINTING ★  FLOORS
★  ROTTEN WOOD ★  ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-515-3781
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San Jacinto College men’s soccer wins 2013 home opener over Ranger 
Continued from Page 1B
 That defensive group 
will ultimately play a huge 
role in the overall success of 
the team.
 Three wins over relative-
ly unproven opponents are 
great, but Spooner knows 
the ultimate tests lie ahead.
 Since downing Ranger 
Aug. 31, the team has just 
one scheduled game over a 
12-day span, that coming 
Sept. 8 at Richland College 

in Dallas. San Jacinto will 
then take on defending na-
tional champion Tyler Sept. 
13, at home.
 “We just need to keep 
playing good soccer and 
having good training ses-
sions day after day,” Spoon-
er said. 
 “We’re clearly happy 
about the start to the season 
but we also know what the 
ultimate goal is.”
 That goal includes even-

tually replacing Tyler as the 
Region XIV representative 
at nationals.
 “It’s a good start, but 
we’ve also missed some 
chances,” Spooner added. 
 “I like that we have de-
veloped some chemistry 
and have some scoring op-
tions on the offensive end. 
Defensively, we have sur-
rendered one goal on a 
counterattack. We just have 
to keep it going.”

Her team missed the postseason in 2012, and Clear Brook varsity volleyball 
coach Meredith Thompson knows the District 24-5A ranks might be the best 
yet. However, she is confi dent that, if healthy, the Lady Wolverines can return 
to the playoffs.

The San Jacinto College men’s soccer team hosted its 2013 home opener against 
Ranger College Aug. 31, defeating Ranger. Members of the team are, left to 
right, (front row)  assistant coach Mira Mupier; Carlos Lessa, Miguel Reyes, 
Pablo Vazquez, Hector Saldivar, O’Neal Moore, Jose Seoane, Brian Mulcahey, 

Miguel Alvarez, head coach Ian Spooner,  (back row) Carlos Garcia, Zach 
Brunson, Jesse Suarez-Castro, Gonzalo Orozco, Cristian Cruz, Pablo Reyes, 
Ezequiel Amestoy, Joao Monteiro, Stephen Melchor, Alonso Gallegos and Ian 
Barbosa.

Continued from Page 1B
my coaching career. Branch 
has never really gotten very 
far away from the far south-
east Houston area. 
 The Branch family re-
sided in the Pasadena area 
for a long time. While at 
Sam Rayburn High School, 
Branch excelled as a hitter 
on the varsity volleyball 
team for four years.
 She also excelled in the 
game of softball as a catch-
er, but the sport did not ar-
rive at the high school level 
until 1992.  
 Branch accepted an of-
fer to play collegiately just 
miles from the family home 
at San Jacinto College and 
did so. She also took on a 
challenge in another sport 
and excelled.
 The track and fi eld team 
at San Jacinto College was 
in search of athletes at the 
time under head coach Kir-
by Jett. 
 Although she knew she 
was no runner, Branch fi g-
ured she could help.
 “I threw the javelin there, 
something I had never tried 
before,” she recalled. “I had 
a strong arm from throwing 
a softball and swinging at 
a volleyball, so I gave it a 
shot.”
 She did more than that. 
Branch qualifi ed for nation-
als both years in the sport, 
estimating her top effort at 
the time to be around 150 
feet.
 Branch eventually 
earned her teaching degree 
at Texas A&M University 
before looking to enter the 
coaching fi eld. 
 She was at Miller Inter-
mediate in the Pasadena 
ISD for one year before 
interviewing at Dobie 
with then principal Frank 
Braden. 
 She got the job, and be-
gan to build a winner. “It 
took a while,” she said with 
a sigh. 
 “Dobie hadn’t done a 
whole lot in volleyball then. 
I knew that Thompson (In-
termediate) had some pretty 
good athletes, but I didn’t 
know much about Beverly 
Hills. I fi gured we could be 
pretty good.”
 The fi rst few seasons 
were a bit rough. In the 
early days, only the district 
champion advanced. 
 “I was a volleyball lifer. 
I was very passionate about 
the sport, and the kids 
worked hard. The kids were 
anxious to get out there and 
get it done, and we began to 
get better.”
 Players Kelley Raymond 

(O’Donnell) and Rachel 
Standley of the 1985 class 
were the fi rst players under 
Branch to earn collegiate 
scholarships. Many fol-
lowed thereafter.
 The key to Dobie’s even-
tual success? Branch did 
and still does believe in rep-
etition. 
 She would start each 
preseason by guiding her 
players through team and 
individual drills, one after 
another. 
 “I was pretty good at 
identifying pretty quickly 
what we were good at and 
what areas we needed work 
in,” Branch said. 
 “It was about the basics 
and being able to do each of 
the skills well. Once we had 
that down, we could usually 
win a lot of matches.”
 Raymond remembers 
what it was like to develop 
as a Lady Longhorn player 
back then on the court.
 “Competitiveness is not 
a strong enough word for 
what she instilled in us,” 
Raymond said. 
 “Her two-a-days were 
brutal, but we were almost 
always the best-conditioned 
team on the court. 
 “She taught skills that 
not many other teams even 
attempted. Most schools at 
that time were simple serve, 
pass and hit with little struc-
ture just to keep a ball in 
play. 
 “We ran plays at a col-
legiate level and sometimes 
actually accomplished what 
she drew up!”
 After a while, winning 
the district title was ex-
pected. Going deep into the 
playoffs was a bit tougher. 
Dobie reached the regional 
semifi nals once and another 
time made the regional fi -
nals. There were plenty of 
trips to bidistrict and area 
playoffs.
 There are also inter-
esting tidbits along the 
way.  
 Branch was passionate 
about the game and expect-
ed her players to feel simi-
larly. 
 Yet most years on the fi -
nal Sunday before the start 
of preseason workouts, 
Branch said she dreamed 
that no one showed up for 
workouts. 
 Only on the following 
Monday morning was she 
relieved to see it was indeed 
only a bad dream and that 
all of her players had ar-
rived as expected.
 There’s also a brief but 
funny tale about multi-
sport star  S h a r e e 

Shepherd, a 2004 Dobie 
graduate.  
 A member of the 2003 
volleyball team, Shepherd 
also starred in basketball. 
In fact, she was on Dobie’s 
2003-2004 team that won 
the Region III title.
 A volleyball team cap-
tain for 2003, Shepherd told 
Branch prior to the season 
that she had decided not to 
play. Instead she wanted to 
focus on basketball.
 The response? Branch 
reminded Shepherd that she 
was a team captain, and that 
quitting the sport was not 
an option. End of conversa-
tion.  
 Shepherd was on the 
court for Branch’s fi nal 
match in 2003 and then 
went on to enjoy a fi ne four-
year playing career on the 
Southern Methodist Univer-
sity basketball squad.
 A former Defensive 
Player of the Year in Con-
ference USA for the Ponies, 
Shepherd now teaches and 
coaches in the Pearland ISD 
at Dawson High School.
 Shepherd told the Leader 
she doesn’t recall the con-
versation about her wanting 
to forgo her senior season in 
volleyball.
 But she does remem-
ber an incident during her 
junior year. Dealing with 
a sore back, Shepherd re-
turned from a doctor’s ap-
pointment and was appre-
hensive to tell Branch the 
news. 
 “I had to miss two 
weeks,” Shepherd said. 
“Before I could get the 
words out of my mouth, she 
was upset. Finally, when 
she realized it was just two 
weeks, she was fi ne with it.”
 Shepherd coaches junior 
varsity volleyball and bas-
ketball at Dawson and also 
works with the track and 
fi eld team.
 Even today, Shepherd 
utilizes many of the same 
drills she and her team-
mates endured at Dobie.
 “I can hear myself using 
the same terms she used, 
too,” said Shepherd, who 
added that she often called 
her coach Bonna Dranch. 
 “She helped shape my 
coaching style. She was 
tough but there was never a 
doubt she had your back.
 “She had her own ways, 
and she would yell at you 
sometimes. But she was 
always positive. One of my 
favorite coaches for sure.”
 Shepherd will be unable 
to attend the dedication as 
her Dawson team will be in 
action against Clear Lake, 

but she said she’ll be think-
ing of her former coach that 
night for sure.
 Branch’s last team – in 
2003 – was solid. Nine 
players from that team went 
on to play collegiately in 
one sport or another. 
 Karima Christmas was 
only a freshman on that 
team and did not play much 
at the varsity level in 2003.
 But Christmas later went 
on to play collegiate basket-
ball at Duke University. She 
is now a member of the In-
diana Fever of the WNBA.
 Chewy Agoucha, another 
senior in 2003, excelled at 
Dobie well enough to earn a 
dual scholarship to Furman 
University for both volley-
ball and track and fi eld.
 Branch recalls that 
Agoucha was one player 
who somehow found her 
way out of the huddle dur-
ing timeouts.
 “It had nothing to do 
with any particular player 
ever, Chewy included,” 
Branch said. 
 “I would get so intense 
during a match, and then 
sometimes I’d tell (assistant 
coach Mo) Hickman to take 
a player down to the end of 
the bench and talk to them. 
Sometimes it was Chewy.
 “I never knew what any 
of those conversations were. 
But most of the time it was 
just me being emotional and 
passionate about the sport.”
 Agoucha now lives in 
Atlanta and works in digital 
advertising. 
 She continues to play 
volleyball in a variety of 
beach tournaments across 
the country. Agoucha 
chuckles at the stories of be-
ing banished to the bench’s 
end on occasion, yet recalls 
them well.
 “I had a temper, and 
sometimes in competition 
you clash,” she said.  
 “Sometimes you want 
to do your own thing, and 
Branch was not going to let 
anyone be apart from the 
team effort. She used tough 
love on a lot of us, and it re-
ally paid off for me. 
 Branch never gave up on 
any of us as players or as 
young people. I have noth-
ing but fond memories. No 
one is more deserving of 
this honor than Branch.
 Agoucha was a member 
of that last team in 2003. 
Branch gathered the play-
ers in a hallway at Pearland 
High School and gave them 
the news of her decided res-
ignation.
 “I was just fortunate to 
have her on my side for four 
years,” Agoucha said. 
 “I didn’t have to miss out 
on any of the experience. I 
was also sad for some of the 
returning players who now 
had to play at Dobie with-
out Branch. 
 “She was never burned 
out; always energized about 
the game. She fueled our 
fi re on the court. 
 “Choosing a college was 
a big life decision for me. 
Branch was there to help 
me along the way. I’ll never 
forget her infl uence. To this 
day, she is still my favorite 
volleyball coach. I so much 
wish I could be there for 
(Sept. 10).”
 Raymond O’Donnell 
also has many memories 
after all these years. Ray-
mond played two years at 

Lamar University before 
focusing on her studies.
 She and Standley were 
part of the fi rst senior 
class to play four years for 
Branch.
 “I remember quite viv-
idly the intensity and com-
petitive nature she instilled 
from the fi rst day we met 
her in that boiling hot gym 
in 1981,” Raymond said.
 “My most vivid memory 
was during our fi rst session 
of two-a-days. I was the 
fi rst person to bust my chin 
wide open doing diving 
drills that were excruciating 
and technically tough as a 
14-year-old with little real 
coaching. She looked to-
tally freaked when she saw 
all the blood!”
 Raymond continued, 
“She was an inspiring and 
tough coach.  She was/is 
brutally honest and funny 
as heck as well (not that 
she would admit it). Off the 
court, she really did have a 
compassionate side. 
 “She stayed involved 
with us regardless of wheth-
er or not it was volleyball 
season or basketball sea-
son, providing a good touch 
point for us throughout high 
school.   
 “You would get that 
smile and a quick, “What’s 
going on”...or the “look” 
that you knew you were 
going to have a “talk” later 
that made you confi dent 
there was someone in your 
corner for the good and the 
bad that high school is for 
all teens.”
 Remember this much. 
Branch does not regret leav-
ing the volleyball end lines. 
As much as she was pas-
sionate about the sport, she 
also desired to work in ad-
ministration.
 “I was afraid the chance 
wouldn’t come again,” 
Branch said of the choice 
when former principal 
Steve Jamail extended the 
offer. 
 “I could’ve kept coach-
ing. Even today I get but-
terfl ies before the matches. 
Sitting there watching, I can 
feel when a time out is com-
ing. 
 “It was always great to 
win, and the losses were 
hard. But I also felt like 
I was helping to change 
young players’ lives for the 
better. You never get tired of 
that.”
 So in just a few days 
Branch will be honored. 
She’s not big on speeches 
but knows it’s her turn.
 Sadly, her mother died 
last November, but her 
siblings and other family 
members will be courtside 
for the big night.
 “I never thought about 
this happening before, but 
I know my mother would 
have been absolutely 
thrilled,” she said. 
 “It’s just a special mo-
ment. I truly appreciate the 
gesture.”
 Many athletes gradu-
ate and vow to return for a 
match or two in the future. 
Raymond once left the 
Houston area but has now 
returned. She will be there 
for Branch’s big night.
 “Coach Branch moti-
vated, inspired and molded 
us into strong, competitive 
athletes and goal-driven 
women. 
 “There is nothing but 

praise and admiration for 
what she gave me...she is an 
amazing woman!”
 Dinah Roessler Palmer, 
a 1986 graduate, is another 
former player. She also has 
many fond memories.
 Roessler Palmer recalls 
how quickly she and her 
teammates rounded into 
shape prior to a season. 
 All joking aside, Roess-
ler said she learned at an 
early age how to keep her 
weight under control and 
how important being fi t is.
 “Our workouts were so 
vigorous, we lost weight 
without trying,” Roessler 
said. 
 “This led me into my 
adult life knowing how im-
portant it is to stay active.”
 And like everyone the 
Leader spoke with, Roess-
ler remembers the personal, 
off-court bond Branch had 
with players. 
 “She was also a good 
friend,” Roessler said.  
 “Growing up is a hard 
thing to do,  and she was 
there for us if we needed 
her. On a personal level, 
she is one of my favorite 
people of all time. Congrats 
to her!”
 And then there is Robin 
Rackley, a 1994 graduate 
who excelled in both vol-
leyball and softball. 
 Rackley was a member 
of the 1993 state title soft-
ball team at Dobie and is 
currently the school’s var-
sity head coach.
 “She was defi nitely a 
mentor to me when I was 
playing, and I always want-
ed to be able to positively 
affect kids the way she af-
fected me,” Rackley said.  
 “No doubt she’s one of 
the people most responsible 
for me being a coach to-
day.”
 Rackley also remembers 
being hired at Dobie as the 
softball coach. At that time, 
the job also included a role 
as a subvarsity volleyball 
coach.
 “I was way nervous 
about it,” Rackley said. “I 
was much more concerned 
about that than I was taking 
over the softball program.
 “You never wanted to 
disappoint Branch, and hav-
ing played for her, I wanted 
to make sure I did every-
thing I could as a member 
of her staff to make her 
proud.
 “We had some good 
athletes, but Branch did a 
lot with what we had. We 
seemed to always go up 
against teams that were a 
lot taller than we were in the 
playoffs, but we had a lot of 
success.”
 Many of Branch’s former 
player agree with Rackley’s 
assessment, and Sept. 10 
promises to be special.
 “I have the utmost re-
spect for her, and I know so 
many players from the past 
do as well,” Rackley said.
 “She’s an amazing gift 
that was given to us as a 
head coach and as a friend 
and leader. No one deserves 
this more than her.”
 More than 500 wins over 
parts of three decades. Nu-
merous playoff successes 
and such a positive infl u-
ence on hundreds of form-
ers players.
 Sept. 10 is Donna Branch 
Dedication Day, and she 
will enjoy it.

Branch VB court dedication coming Sept. 10

San Jacinto College will take on Tyler Junior College on Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. The 
fi rst 100 fans to arrive will receive a free ticket to a Houston Dynamo game. San 
Jac players Joao Monteiro (center) and O’Neal Moore (right) have helped the 
team to a quick 3-0 start. The team also jumped from No. 17 in the National 
Junior College Athletic Association preseason poll to No. 6 as of Sept. 3.

Photo by Andrea Vasquez

District volleyball play to open;
Brook, Dobie aim at postseason
Continued from Page 1B
make the playoffs for the 
fi rst time in school history.
 Brook head coach Mer-
edith Thompson has seen 
Clear Falls jump to the front 
of the pack in the district. 
However, Clear Lake is still 
adjusting after losing quite a 
few seniors last season.
 Clear Brook, which 
has dealt with injuries this 
season, fell 25-19, 25-20, 
25-22 at Dawson Aug. 30, 
and then lost 25-16, 25-22, 
25-19 on the road Sept. 3 to 
a very good Friendswood 
team. 

 Injuries or not, the Lady 
Wolverines need to fi nd 
their consistency in time for 
league play. 
 In fact, the Sept. 13 
opener at Clear Springs may 
be one of the most impor-
tant matches of the season 
for both teams.
 Like Brook, Dobie has 
also battled injuries while 
trying to get on a winning 
track.
 Head coach Joe Sa-
batell’s team got a solid vic-
tory over Baytown Lee Aug. 
30 at Dobie. 
 After dropping the fi rst 

game 25-21, the Lady 
Longhorns rallied for a 25-
17, 25-20, 25-14 win over 
the Lady Ganders. 
 In the 22-5A ranks, Pear-
land and Alvin have played 
very well this season. Dobie 
will also battle the likes of 
Memorial, Rayburn and 
others for a playoff berth.
 Dobie opens play Sept. 
13 against South Houston, 
which represents a great 
chance for the locals to get 
off to a solid start.
 If Dobie makes its way 
to the playoffs once again, a 
slow start will be forgotten.

Lady Longhorn players Amber Nguyen (left) and Amanda Bates hope to have 
more big moments to celebrate in District 22-5A play.


