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Additional deputies equals additional arrests
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Chris Di-
az’s offi ce recently added fi ve new contract dep-
uties to the South Belt patrol, and with the added 
presence, has come a sharp increase in local ar-
rests.
 “With the uprise in population and industri-
al growth in the area, these additional positions 
were very needed,” said Precinct 2 Lt. Mike Krit-

zler. “Since the hiring of these deputies, I have 
personally witnessed a lot more proactive polic-
ing, as opposed to reactive policing, being done 
in the South Belt. We have a very good group of 
deputies, who all work well together in keeping 
this area safe. In the past, the deputies were some-
times so overwhelmed with calls and reports, they 
were simply just responding to the calls and not 

actually having time to get out and be proactive as 
well and just simply meeting and speaking with 
the residents in the area. I can honestly say things 
are defi nitely looking better for the area when it 
comes to policing with these additions.”
 According to Kritzler, area arrests have gone 

up signifi cantly since the hirings, particularly in 
felony cases.
 For example, in June/July 2016, local con-
tract deputies made 17 arrests. By comparison, 
that fi gure jumped to 61 arrests during June/
July 2017.                    Continued on Page 3A

Park & Ride to open
 A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the opening 
of the new METRO Park & Ride location at 
El Dorado Boulevard and Glenwest will take 
place Tuesday, Aug. 29, at 9 a.m. The facil-
ity will actually begin service the previous 
day on Aug. 28. The 1,200-space lot will pro-
vide commuter service for METRO customers 
traveling to downtown Houston and the Texas 
Medical Center. Residents are also reminded 
to utilize METRO’s HOV/HOT lanes, which 
now run all the way to NASA Road 1 on the 
Gulf Freeway. Updated hours of operation are 
5 to 11 a.m. inbound and 1 to 8 p.m. outbound.

Vacation photos sought
 The Leader is seeking readers’ 2017 vaca-
tion photos for publication. A first-, second- 
and third-place prize of Schlitterbahn Galves-
ton tickets will be awarded monthly to the best 
submissions. First place will be awarded eight 
tickets; second place will be awarded six; and 
third place will be awarded four. Submissions 
should include when and where the photo was 
taken, identify each person in the picture and 
describe the trip. Photos must be high resolu-
tion. Email to mynews@southbeltleader.com. 
See this week’s vacation photos on Page 6B.

  Gulf Freeway closures set
 According to the Texas Department of Trans-
portation, at least one inside lane on the north-
bound and southbound frontage roads of the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Road 1 to State Highway 
96 in League City will be closed nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sept. 30. At least one alter-
nate lane on the northbound and southbound main 
lanes of I-45 from NASA Road 1 to State High-
way 96 in League City will be closed nightly from 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Sunday, Dec. 31. Alter-
nate entrance and exit ramps on the Gulf Free-
way from NASA Road 1 to State Highway 96 in 
League City will be closed from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Sunday, Dec. 31. The closures are asso-
ciated with an ongoing construction project to 
widen the freeway from three to fi ve lanes in 
each direction and the frontage roads from two 
to three lanes in each direction.

  KC hosts spaghetti dinner
 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 
will host a fundraising spaghetti dinner Fri-
day, Aug. 25, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the St. Luke 
Catholic Church social hall, 11011 Hall Road. 
The menu will include all-you-can-eat penne 
rigate pasta covered with the original KC 9201 
pasta sauce, two made-from-scratch Italian 
meatballs, garden salad with Italian dressing, 
French bread and ice tea or lemonade. Cost is 
$7 eat-in or take-out. For children under 12, 
the cost is $3 (one meatball), eat-in only.

  JFD 20-Year reunion set
 Calling all 1997 Longhorns. The 20-year 
reunion is Saturday, Sept. 16, from  6 to 10 
p.m. at St. Arnold Brewery. Tickets are $70 
and include food, open taps, a commemora-
tive pint glass, ’90s music and entrance to the 
private Friday night mixer at the Cottonwood, 
3422 N. Shepherd. Buy tickets at paypal.
me/97reuniontickets or email Stephen Landin 
at stevelandin@hotmail.com.

New Life holds bazaar
 New Life Lutheran Church, located at 3521 
E. Orange St. in Pearland, will hold its annual 
bazaar Friday, Oct. 6, and Saturday, Oct. 7. 
The event will feature barbecue, crafts, fair 
and fun for kids. For more information, call 
281-485-1818.

Knights hold football raffl e 
 The Knights of Columbus Council 4577-
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel is selling raffl e tick-
ets for a chance to attend the Dallas Cowboys 
vs. Houston Texans game on Thursday, Aug. 
31.  First place wins two tickets in section 117, 
Bullpen, with a platinum parking permit, Row 
A. Second place wins two tickets in section 
117, Bullpen. Each raffl e ticket costs $5 or a 
book of six raffl e tickets is $25. The drawing 
will be held Sunday, Aug. 27. For more infor-
mation, call 832-877-0260 and leave a mes-
sage.

CrossRoads hosts program
 CrossRoads UMC, 10030 Scarsdale, has im-
plemented Mercy Hearts, a new program to min-
ister to families with incarcerated members who 
meet the second and fourth Mondays monthly 
from 6 to 8 p.m. The program provides a compli-
mentary meal, group Bible study and discussion. 
Child care will be provided. This is a confi den-
tial ministry and information will be treated ac-
cordingly. The next meeting is Monday, Aug. 
28. For more information, contact C. Talbot at 
281-245-7072 or Chucktal@msn.com.

Free self defense offered
 The American Society of Karate will offer 
free one-hour self-defense and martial-arts 
courses for teens and adults (ages 13-80) at 
the Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Road. The new session will begin Fri-
day,  Sept. 15, and subsequent sessions are on 
Fridays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, email Michael.Alonzo@ASKKarate.
com or call 281-788-5930.

PISD, SJC return to school 

With local students returning to school this past week, Pasadena Independent School Dis-
trict Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn Powell (left) and San Jacinto College Chancellor Dr. 
Brenda Hellyer (right) both delivered presentations at an education luncheon sponsored 
by the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce Tuesday, Aug. 22. Powell spoke on PISD’s upcom-
ing tax ratifi cation election, which the chamber endorses, while Hellyer addressed San Ja-
cinto’s increased enrollment. The two educational leaders also discussed the community’s 
growing career and technical training programs.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Otwell, Razo
named
Dobie
cheer 

captains

The J. Frank Dobie High 
School Varsity Cheer-
leaders recently an-
nounced that Sara Otwell 
(left) and Reagan Razo 
(right) will serve as Dobie 
Varsity cheer captains for 
the 2017-2018 season.

  Photo submitted

“Gas Can Man” faces felony charge
 A panhandler 
who has attract-
ed widespread 
attention on lo-
cal social media 
sites has been 
charged with a 
felony after al-
legedly threat-
ening the life of 
a law enforce-
ment offi cer.
 Luz Alfred 
Garcia Jr., of-
ten referred to 
as the “Gas Can 
Man” on web-
sites such as Facebook and Twitter, has drawn 
the ire of many in the community by regular-
ly standing at local intersections, usually along 
Beltway 8, with an empty gas can, claiming to be 
broken down and in need of cash.
 Despite having several previous run-ins with 
the law, Garcia has been spared any serious crim-

inal charges in the past, as traditional panhan-
dling offenses are diffi cult to enforce in the area, 
unless the suspect does so in an aggressive man-
ner or obstructs traffi c.
 While being arrested on unrelated charges on 
Saturday, July 22, however, Garcia reportedly 
made repeated threats against the arresting Pre-
cinct 2 deputy’s life.
 Garcia, 26, was subsequently charged with a 
felony count of retaliation.
 While some users on the aforementioned so-
cial media sites took little offense to Garcia’s 
actions, the vast majority of comments were ve-
hemently opposed to his ongoing antics, which 
often included him allegedly taunting drivers 
and bragging about how much money he made 
through his hustle.
 Harris County Precinct 2 Lt. Mike Kritzler 
sides with the latter group.
 “I know to some people this was not a big deal, 
but ultimately, this man was making more people 
than not feel uncomfortable and harassed,” Krit-
zler said. “To me, these are not the type of people 
you want in your area that you live.”

Stolen truck used in attempted burglary
 A suspect is wanted for committing multi-
ple crimes in two law enforcement jurisdictions 
during the early hours of Thursday, Aug. 17.
 The fi rst crime took place in Precinct 2 when 
a white Ford F-250 pickup truck was stolen from 
a residence in the 10500 block of Sagetrail near 
Kirkfair.
 According to police, the vehicle was then used 
in an attempted burglary around 2 a.m. inside the 
Houston city limits at the Shell station located in 
the 11000 block of Beltway 8 at Beamer Road.
 Houston Police Department spokesman John 
Cannon said the suspect smashed through the 
front of the business by backing the truck  into 
the store in what appeared to be an attempt to 

steal the business’s ATM. While the crook’s at-
tempt to take the ATM was unsuccessful, he re-
portedly caused extensive damage to the store, 
Cannon said. The suspect fl ed the store empty- 
handed and was pursued by a witness. The thief 
then abandoned the stolen truck in the 11400 
block of Sagemist, again in Precinct 2, and suc-
cessfully fl ed on foot.
 The suspect is described merely as a black 
male. He is wanted on a felony charge of bur-
glary of a building and a felony charge of unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle.
 Anyone with any information on this case is 
urged to contact Crime Stoppers of Houston at 
713-222-TIPS (8477).

Annual 9/11 Heroes Run set for Sept. 9
 The eighth annual 9/11 Heroes Run is sched-
uled for Saturday, Sept. 9. While the 5K-run has 
traditionally been held at Ellington Airport in the 
past, this year’s event will take place at Hous-
ton City Hall, located at 901 Bagby St. in down-
town.
 Founded in honor of Marine 1st Lt. Travis 
Manion, who was killed by sniper fi re in Iraq in 
April 2007, the yearly event raises funds for the 
families of fallen soldiers and fi rst responders.
 The run takes place at more than 50 locations 
worldwide on or around Sept. 11, with Houston 
being the largest event in the country. Last year, 
approximately 30,000 people participated in the 
races around the globe, with the Travis Manion 
Foundation donating more than $150,000 to var-

ious charities.
 The event is welcome to runners and walkers 
of all levels and of all ages. Advance registration 
is currently underway and will continue through 
Friday, Sept. 8. Individual registration is $40 in 
advance. Family packs of four registrations are 
$120 in advance. Active-duty military and fi rst 
responders receive a discounted rate of $36 in 
advance with valid government ID.
 Race-day registration is $45 for individuals 
and $135 for family packs. Active-duty military 
and fi rst responders will receive a discounted rate 
of $40 on race day with valid government ID.
 For more information or to register, vis-
it http://www.travismanion.org/community-en 
gagement/911-heros-run.

Residents urged to prepare for Harvey
 The Harris County Flood Control District, 
along with the Harris County Offi ce of Home-
land Security and Emergency Management and 
the National Weather Service are closely mon-
itoring Tropical Depression Harvey as it moves 
over the southern Gulf of Mexico. 
 Conditions appear favorable for intensifi ca-
tion of Harvey up to landfall somewhere along 
the mid-Texas coast Friday evening, with heavy 
rain impacts that could last through early next 
week. 
 At 10 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 23, a tropical 
storm watch was issued for Harris County by 
the National Weather Service. The main con-
cern with this weather system for Harris Coun-
ty is widespread rainfall amounts of 10-15 inch-
es over the next fi ve days. Rainfall of this mag-
nitude can result in widespread and potentially 

dangerous river, creek and bayou fl ooding, along 
with fl ash fl ooding. 
 HCFCD’s Flood Operations team will mon-
itor the weather system as it approaches and 
is taking the following steps in advance of the

 Continued on Page 2A

Luz Garcia

Leader clarification
 The Leader would like to clarify a cutline that 
ran with a photo titled Flight museum takes off that 
was published in the Aug. 17 edition. The cutline 
stated the new Lone Star Flight Museum at Elling-
ton Airport will open on Friday, Sept. 1. While a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony is planned for Sept. 1, at-
tendance will be limited to only elected offi cials 
and special guests. The museum will open to the 
public the following day on Saturday, Sept. 2. 

By Jay Do
 Construction of the J. Frank Dobie High 
School Ninth Grade Campus at the southeast 
corner of Fuqua and Monroe is well underway. 
 Set to open in January 2018 at the start of 
the second semester of the 2017-2018 academ-
ic year, the 169,275-square-foot campus, ap-
proved by voters in November 2014, is expected 
to house around 1,000 ninth-grade students, in 
an effort to combat the overcrowding issues the 
main campus of the high school now faces, as 
well as prepare for the rapid projected growth of 
the South Belt community. 
 “The overcrowding and the projected growth 
here in the South Belt area led us to develop this 

ninth-grade center,” said Dobie High School 
Principal Franklin Moses. “The original building 
here at Dobie was maxed out at 3,400 students, 
and we reached 3,900 last year. With a project-
ed growth of an additional 300 to 400 students, 
the district felt as if though there was a need to 
try to alleviate the overcrowding, and the chosen 
way was to build a ninth-grade campus which 
would house about 1,000 freshmen and allevi-
ate us back down to around 3,200 students at the 
main campus.”
 Leading the campus as principal will be Mi-
chael Van Essen, currently an assistant principal 
at the main Dobie campus.

 Continued on Page 5A

Dobie readies 9th-grade campus

Man killed in Scarsdale shooting
 A man was found shot to death in his vehicle 
around 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, in the 12100 
block of Teaneck near Astoria.
 According to the Houston Police Department, 
the victim, Preston Alan Blue, had arranged 
a meeting to purchase an item, possibly a cell 
phone, from the suspected shooter. During the 
transaction, however, Blue, 27, was shot multiple 
times in the head, chest and upper extremities.
 He was pronounced dead at the scene.
 Surveillance footage of the incident from a 
nearby home was posted on Facebook, reported-

ly showing shots being fi red from a passenger in-
side the vehicle, who then fl ees the scene on foot. 
The footage has since been turned over to HPD 
Homicide investigators.
 Other Facebook posts suggested the shooter 
had already been apprehended, but the suspect 
remained at large at press time Wednesday, po-
lice said.
 Anyone with any information on this case is 
urged to contact HPD’s Homicide Division at 
713-308-3600 or Crime Stoppers of Houston at 
713-222-TIPS (8477).

Local hospital pharmacy burglarized
 Houston police are searching for three sus-
pects wanted for burglarizing the Walgreens 
pharmacy at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hos-
pital on Astoria near Beamer early Saturday, 
Aug. 19.
 According to police, the crooks broke into the 
pharmacy, located in the professional building 
adjacent to the main hospital, around 3:30 a.m. 
The forced entry triggered the facility’s alarm, 
but the suspects had successfully fl ed the scene 
by the time police arrived.
 At press time, it was unclear what, if anything, 
was stolen. Authorities are reviewing surveil-
lance footage of the incident, and the investiga-
tion is ongoing.
 A similar burglary took place around 3:30 
a.m. on June 29 at the Walgreens pharmacy at the 
Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital branch, 
located in the 7600 block of Beechnut.

 It is unclear if the two incidents are related.
 The recent hospital burglary comes fresh on 
the heels of another local pharmacy crime that 
took place Wednesday, Aug. 2, at the H-E-B at 
Blackhawk and Beltway 8. In that incident, two 
suspects broke into the store after hours while 
employees were stocking supplies, and one man 
held staff at bay with the threat of a gun, while 
the second crook looted the pharmacy, before 
both fl ed in a vehicle.
 Two other similar robberies took place early 
Monday, Aug. 21, at Houston-area H-E-Bs, in-
cluding one on Buffalo Speedway and one on 
Fry Road. Two of the four suspects involved in 
the Buffalo Speedway robbery were arrested fol-
lowing the incident, and police were able to also 
connect them to the Fry Road crime. It is unclear, 
however, if the suspects were also involved in the 
robbery of the Blackhawk H-E-B.
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Hastings appreciates
Shining Stars
 I read the SBE-L regularly, checking 
for Flood Control District news. I have 
been meaning for some time to tell you 
how much I enjoy the pictures of the stu-
dents and their favorite teachers. What 
a nice feature! Having raised my three 
smart, interesting children, I know very 
well the value of teachers who “get” your 
kid and inspire them to learn, excel etc. 
I think it’s great that you call attention to 
these fi ne teachers in such a public, fun 
way. Karen Hastings
Publisher’s note: Thank you so  much 
for your comments, as well as all the 
work you do for Harris County Flood 
Control. We can’t take the credit for these 
entertaining stories on the district’s top 
students and their favorite teachers. This 
credit goes to Pasadena Independent 
School District. 
 Thanks for your comments.
 Marie Flickinger,

Publisher

Montague reminds 
parents on drinking
 Helping teens make good choices is 
as simple as starting a conversation, and 
back-to-school is an ideal time for par-
ents to talk about avoiding peer pressure 
to drink underage. Research shows that 
parents are the greatest infl uence on 
teens. In fact, 69 percent of 13-17 year–
olds nationwide cite their parents as the 
No.1 infl uence on whether they drink al-
cohol or not.*
 Exercising that infl uence by actively 
listening and holding their teens account-
able for decisions about underage drink-
ing is something that parents should be 
encouraged to do. Asking open-ended 
questions gets teens thinking about what 
they would do when and if they’re offered 
a drink – and the potential consequences.
 Silver Eagle Distributors wants to re-
mind parents about the Family Talk About 
Drinking program, a free parent guide 
and Facebook community designed to 
encourage open and honest communica-
tion between parents and their children 
to help prevent underage drinking. Pro-
grams like this one, paired with educa-

tion and effective law enforcement, are 
essential to reducing underage drinking.
 Remember, it’s our collective respon-
sibility to help prevent underage drink-
ing. For more information on starting a 
conversation with your teen, please visit 
www.familytalkaboutdrinking.com.
 Tom Montague

To Mayor Turner, 
council members
 The news media is reporting you have 
established a committee to look at the 
issues involved in removing confederate 
statues.
 This issue is getting totally out of hand. 
It is written history of what happened 
during the civil war and several opinions 
about what really caused the war. This 
time period was a very dark page in the 
history of this great nation. We have had 
others just about as bad. So this is not 
the only one. Most think it was slavery, 
by the way that issue was settled 160 
years ago. One of the major issues was 
the wealthy industrialist north versus the 
poor rural farming of the south. Differ-
ent labor needs. No one today has any 
connection with slavery. Remove all the 
statues, then go into every library and 
remove any and all books involved. You 
CANNOT rewrite history.  
 Let’s look at what happened this week-
end in Charlottesville, Va. A white group 
said they would come and protest the re-
moval of the confederate statues. Their 
right to do so. BUT then there was the 
other side. If they had stayed away, out 
of this, the protest would have failed and 
they would have left embarrassed. No 
the other side showed up and some of 
them were as bad as the protest people 
were. There is always two sides to a story 
and now President Trump is taking heat 
for how he spoke about this. He made it 
clear, he wanted all the facts before he 
spoke. You would do the same, I hope.
 Think twice before you make a rash 
decision. What could the next step be, 
people asking that black road ways, pic-
tures, statues be removed. This could es-
calate very quickly. Best that you look at 
cooling things down, tell people to keep 
their opinions and thinking to themselves. 
We have enough violence as it is. The 
ball is in your court. James E. Muecke

DeathsIn My Opinion

Bobby Joe
Allison Sr.

Local library events set
Parker Williams Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale 
Blvd.:
 Friday, Aug. 25, 4 p.m. Anime Club winds down the summer in the library community 
room with the mini-series FLCL (Fooly Cooly) (rated TV-14). Getting ready for school can be 
a heroic task. Get to know the to-be heros of UA Academy.
 Saturday, Aug. 26, 10:30 a.m. Harris County Master Gardener Teresa See presents Time to 
Get Your Garden Ready for Fall Vegetables giving adults information on preparing a vegetable 
garden to enjoy vegetables in the fall and winter. Advanced registration is requested. 
 Tuesday, Aug. 29, 2 p.m. Meet at the library for the book discussion of The Firebird by 
Susanna Kearsley for adults. Visit the library to get a copy to read and discuss.
 The events occurring every week are:
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m., for children ages 3 to 5 years, featuring 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m., for toddlers from birth to 3 years, featuring 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese learning time. Level 2 begins at 10 a.m., Level 1 begins at 11:15 
a.m. and Level 3 begins at 2:30 p.m. For more information, speak with Loc Bui.
 For more information on library events, call the library at 281-484-2036. Library hours 
this week are: Monday, 1-9 p.m., Tuesday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 -  6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Sunday, closed.

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
 Saturday, Aug. 26, 10:15 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Saturday, Aug. 26, 3 p.m. Citizenship class
 Tuesday, Aug. 29, 10:30 a.m. Para los niños
 Wednesday, Aug. 30, 10:30 a.m. Toddler storytime; 11:15 a.m. Toddler playtime
 Wednesday, Aug. 30, Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Ba-
sics;  4:30 p.m. Basic Powerpoint
 For more information on these programs, call the library at 832-393-2580. All events are 
free and open to the public.
 Bracewell hours are: Sunday, closed; Monday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Tuesday and Wednesday, 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Thursday, noon - 8 p.m.; Friday, 1 - 5 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Bay Area Genealogical Society hosts event
 Bay Area Genealogical Society will host its annual Genealogy Show and Tell and potluck 
dinner meeting on Friday, Aug. 25, in the Chapel of University Baptist Church, 16106 Mid-
dlebrook Drive. Join the Bay Area Genealogical Society for a time of visiting and sharing, all 
while enjoying a delicious meal.
 Bring a side dish or salad to share. The  meat for the entrée will be supplied by the society. 
The potluck dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. and the program starts at 7 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org or call Kim Zrubek at 281-992-2636.

Hope Village holds Golden Age of Hollywood Gala
 Walk the red carpet like a movie star and enjoy a delicious steak dinner, signature cocktails 
and whiskey tasting as Hope Village celebrates its 50th Golden Anniversary. Tickets are on 
sale now for the annual Hope Lounge Fundraiser being held on Aug. 26 from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. at Hope Village in Friendswood.
 This year, funds raised at Hope Lounge will go toward the Tuition Assistance Program that 
not only helps keep Hope Village affordable for all families, but also pays for those Villagers 
who no longer have families who support them fi nancially. Tickets and table reservations for 
the Golden Age of Hollywood event are on sale now at  http://hope-village.com/hopelounge.
html.
 For more information or to make a donation to the Foundation for Hope Village, contact 
Kat Clemons, Director of Community Development at 281-400-2011 or kat@hope-village.
com. Hope Village is located at 15403 Hope Village Road, off FM 2351 in Friendswood and 
serves adults with mental disabilities.

Bay Area Quilt Guild meeting set
 The Bay Area Quilt Guild meets the fi rst Tuesday of each month at Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Church, located at 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. 
 The next meeting will be on Tuesday, Sept. 5. 
 Fellowship begins at 6:30 p.m. and the general meeting and program at 7 p.m. This month, 
the guest speaker will be Connie Silber, presenting the program What Does The Judge Do? 
Silber is a certifi ed National Quilting Association judge, a professional quilter, a lecturer and 
a teacher. Plan to attend the enjoyable and informative evening.  
 Guests are welcome. For more information, call Debby Benson at 713-248-8757 or visit 
the website at bayareaquiltguild.org.

 Bobby Joe Allison Sr., 87, 
resident of Sagemont since 
1968, died at home surround-
ed by his family and loved 
ones on Aug. 16, 2017. He 
was born on Sept. 28, 1929, 
in Port Arthur to John Wesley 
Allison and Ollie Jewel Star-
rett Allison.
 He served in the U.S. 
Army with the 508th Air-
borne in Fort Benning, Geor-
gia. 
 He graduated from the 
University of Houston with a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1959 and 
worked for International Har-
vester for 44 years.
 He is survived by his wife 
of 65 years Jackie Allison; 

Linda Carol
McKnight

 Linda Carol McKnight 
(born Casanova) died Aug. 
14, 2017. Her last day was 
one surrounded by family 
and friends, praying and sing-
ing songs to ensure she knew 
how much she was loved.
 Linda is survived by her 
husband of 59 years Robert 
J. (Jim) McKnight; daughters 
Sheila McKnight and Mon-
ica McKnight Heal; son-in-
law Steven; granddaughters 
Gabrielle and Jacqueline; 
sisters Dorothy Shumate and 
husband Bill, Melva Casa-
nova, Virginia McPherson; 
sisters-in-law Linda Hen-
shaw and husband Ronnie 
and Dixie King and husband 
Terry; nieces and nephews 
Amy Walker, Billy Shumate, 
Charles McPherson, Emily 
Bryant, Johnny Conn, Mi-
chael Patterson, Rodney Ca-
sanova, Teri McCalip, Thom-
as King and Warren Stutts; 
her lifelong friend Beverly 
Cross and many other cous-
ins, extended family and 
friends.
 She is preceded in death 
by her son Jason McKnight, 
parents Adele and Melvin 
Casanova, parents-in-law Vi-
ola and Bruce McKnight, and 
brothers Robert and Homer 
Casanova. Linda was born on 
March 28, 1941, in Houston. 
She attended Austin High 
School and married her high 
school sweetheart Jimmy on 
April 18, 1958.
 Linda had a smile and per-
sonality that lit up any room. 
She loved her family dearly, 
and was especially gifted at 

James Joseph
Welby Jr.

 James Joseph Welby Jr., 
71, of Friendswood died on 
Monday, Aug. 14, 2017. He 
was born July 18, 1946, to 
James Joseph Welby Sr. and 
Theresa Dolores Costa Wel-
by in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts. 
 James enjoyed boating, 
gardening, music, nature and 
birdwatching.
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents and his daugh-
ter Tracey Welby.
 James is survived by his 
wife Joyce Welby; daughters 
Lisa Welby and Leslie Wel-
by; sons Anthony Welby and 
his wife Chihiro and Jeff Eng-
brock; sister Catherine Wel-
by; brother Ron Welby and 
his wife Chris; grandchildren 
Ryan Roberson and Morgan 
Roberson; fi ve great-grand-
children; and many other rel-
atives and cherished friends.
 Welby was a popular ad-
junct computer professor 
at San Jacinto College. The 
family previously lived in the 
South Belt community. 
 Visitation with the fami-
ly was Thursday, Aug. 17, at 
the Jeter Memorial Funeral 
Home Chapel, 311 N. Friend-
swood Dr., in Friendswood.
 The funeral service was 
held on Friday, Aug. 18 at 
the Jeter Memorial Funeral 
Home Chapel with the Rev. 
Steve O’Donohoe offi ciating.  
Interment followed at the Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery in Dickin-
son.
 Condolences may be sent 
to the Welby family in care 
of Jeter Memorial Funeral 
Home at www.jeterfuneral
home.com.

SJC announces events calendar
 San Jacinto College has 
announced its calendar of 
events.

Fall registration
 Registration is open for 
the fall term. Classes begin 
Monday, Aug. 28, and all fi -
nancial obligations must be 
paid on the day of registra-
tion. 
 Visit www.sanjac.edu/
apply-register/overview/reg
istration for more informa-
tion on steps to register and 
www.sanjac.edu/payments 
for information on how to 
pay for college.

Volleyball schedule 
home games

 The 2017 San Jacinto 
College volleyball schedule 
is now online at www.sanjac
sports.com. 
 Upcoming home volley-
ball matches include:
 SJC vs. Ranger College, 
on Thursday, Aug. 31, at 3 
p.m., at Central campus, An-
ders Gymnasium, C.18
  SJC vs. Iowa Western 
Community College, on 
Thursday, Aug. 31, at 7 p.m., 

at Central campus, Anders 
Gymnasium, C.18

University of Houston 
Downtown recruiter visit

 The University of Hous-
ton Downtown will have a 
transfer recruiter at the San 
Jacinto College North cam-
pus on Monday, Aug. 28, 
and Wednesday, Aug. 30, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., in the 
lobby of building N.6.

University of Houston- 
Clear Lake transfer 

recruiter visit
 The University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake will have 
a transfer recruiter at the 
San Jacinto College Central 
campus on Tuesday, Aug. 
29, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
the new University Center, 
building C-1.129.

Community Education 
Center events

 The San Jacinto College 
Community Education Cen-
ter, located on the college’s 
central campus in room 
C-1.108, will host the fol-
lowing June workshops that 
are free and open to the pub-

lic. 
 To register, email commu 
nityeducation @sjcd.edu.  
 Friday, Aug. 25, Stretch-
ing and Relaxation, from 
noon to 1 p.m.
 Monday, Aug. 28, ESL 
Information Session, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
 Tuesday, Aug. 29, 
Healthy Lifestyle Film and 
Discussion Series, from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
 Thursday, Aug. 31, Bat-
tlegrounds and Bayous: His-
tory of Pasadena, Deer Park 
and La Porte, from 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m.

San Jacinto College
Foundation Golf

Tournament
 The 22nd Annual San Ja-
cinto College Foundation 
Golf Tournament will take 
place on Tuesday, Oct.10, at 
the Golf Club of Houston. 
 Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available and team 
registration is open. 
 Visit sanjac.edu/founda
tion or call 281-998-6104 for 
more information.

children Bobby Allison Jr. 
(Dobie ’72) and wife Laura 
Allison, Mary Allison Hen-
son (Dobie ’74) and husband 
Paul Henson, Wesley Allison 
(Dobie ’78) and wife Rose 
Allison; grandchildren Chad 
Ehlinger and wife Brooke 
Laura Ehlinger, Kelly Alli-
son, Shelly Allison and hus-
band Joe Quintanilla, Court-
ney Allison and husband 
Robyn Sarvis, Ashley Alli-
son Dichiara and husband 
Ben Dichiara, Justin Hen-
son, John Allison and wife 
Brianna Faulkner Allison,  
Chaney Allison and Macken-
zie Allison; great-grandchil-
dren Jacob Allison, Makayla 
Thompson, Tyler Stormer, 
Kloe Oates, Tavin Stormer,  
Mya Stormer, Drake Dichi-
ara, Kane Oates, Elise Di-
chiara, Skylar Quintanilla, 
Allison Quintanilla, Andrew 
Quintanilla, Hailey Quintan-
illa, Andrew Reyes, Robbie 
Sarvis and Caden Sarvis.
 He was a husband, a father, 
a grandfather, a great-grandfa-
ther, U.S. veteran and a busi-
nessman, but he was known to 
many as, simply, “Papa.”
 Funeral services were 
Tuesday, Aug. 22, at Forest 
Park East Funeral Home in 
Webster. 

spoiling her granddaughters. 
Christmas was her favor-
ite time of year, and Macy’s 
had nothing on her brilliantly 
decorated home and Christ-
mas tree – many times win-
ning neighborhood awards! 
And, oh, how she loved her 
lake.
 Linda never met a strang-
er and was welcoming to 
all. She loved to travel and 
was a master packer and va-
cation planner. Family gath-
erings were very important 
to her and she always fi lled 
them with music, playing 
cards, and sharing family 
stories and jokes. Through-
out her long-suffering illness, 
she kept a smile on her face, 
laughed often, and was un-
believably strong and coura-
geous to the end. 
 She and her family are 
eternally grateful to her 
amazing caregivers Loret-
ta Nagy Belisle, Lula Love, 
Evelyn Hobbs and Ruth Ven-
nebush.
 To celebrate her love and 
light, a visitation is scheduled 
on Friday, Aug. 25, from 6 to 
8 p.m. at South Park Funeral 
Home in Pearland. 
 A funeral Mass will be 
celebrated at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 26, at the Catholic 
Charismatic Center in Hous-
ton, followed by interment 
at South Park Cemetery in 
Pearland.
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made in her hon-
or to Food for the Poor, Inc.

 Margaret Ann Anderson 
Chimenti, 81, daughter of the 
late John Anderson and Sarah 
Jane Hamill Anderson, died 
Aug. 12, 2017, after a coura-
geous battle with cancer.
 She is survived by her 
brother Gilbert “Andy” An-
derson of England; sons Paul 
Chimenti and his wife Jana 
of Pearland (for whom she 
played matchmaker), David 
Chimenti of Kingwood; twin 
daughters Susan Chimenti 
and Joyce Chimenti of Hous-
ton; grandchildren Kiana 
Williams, Candace Williams, 
Lonnie McNeil, Ronnie Mc-
Neil, Amanda Chimenti and 
Andrea Chimenti; and fi ve 
great-grandchildren.
 Margaret was born on 
Feb. 26, 1936, in Greenock, 
Renfrewshire, Scotland. She 
is one of eight children. She 
married and moved to the 
U.S. in 1961 at age 25 and 
became a U.S. citizen on July 
12, 1966. Although she spent 
most of her life in Ameri-
ca, she never lost her Scot-
tish accent. After 25 years of 
dedicated service, Margaret 
retired in 2000 from the J.C. 
Penney Company.
 A celebration of life ser-
vice will be held Satur-
day, Aug. 26, at 2 p.m. at 
Sagemont Church, room 
number WC1102, 11300 S. 
Sam Houston Parkway East. 

Margaret Ann
 Chimenti

Parks named chair of statewide 
WECM advisory committee
 San Jacinto College Cen-
tral campus dean of business 
and technology Jeff Parks 
has been appointed as chair-
man of the Texas Higher Ed-
ucation Coordinating Board 
Workforce Education Course 
Manual advisory committee 
for a two-year term.
 “I was honored to be 
asked to chair this commit-
tee,” Parks said. “I hope I can 
keep moving WECM forward 
and I look for this to be a very 
transitional time for the pro-
gram. I believe very strongly 
in technical education and 
I’m excited to hold this seat 
for two years.”
 WECM was founded in 
1995 to standardize the num-
ber of contact hours and the 
curriculum across workforce 
education in the state of Tex-
as.
 Fully operational since 
1998, WECM is a web-
based database of current 
workforce education courses 
available for use by public 

two-year colleges. It provides 
community and technical 
colleges with an inventory 
of pre-approved courses de-
veloped in close partnership 
with instructional specialists 
representing a wide variety of 
technical fi elds.
 The program was original-
ly developed under a Perkins 
Leadership Grant through the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion and monitored by a lead-
ership committee consisting 
of a diverse population of 
representatives across the 
State of Texas from two-year 
institutions.
 This year marks an im-
portant change to the pro-
gram mandated by HB 2628 
from the 84th Texas Legisla-
ture which changes WECM 
from a Perkins Grant-fund-
ed program to one managed 
by the Texas Higher Edu-
cation Coordinating Board 
and monitored by a standing 
18-member committee led by 
Parks and vice chair Joyce 

Williams from the Dallas 
County Community College 
District.
 “What we are looking at 
now is the existing process 
for protocols, guidelines and 
operations and deciding what 
is working and what needs 
improvement,” Parks said. 
“This program has been in 
place for a long time and it’s 
working well. I want to make 
sure we continue to operate 
well and continue to work as 
a fi eld driven practice with 
instructors at the forefront of 
education being an integral 
part of the process.”
 WECM operates on a 
four-year review cycle, typ-
ically reviewing up to 1,000 
workforce education cours-
es in a year. The courses are 
reviewed by instructional 
specialists from community 
and technical colleges from 
across the state of Texas and 
approved by WECM lead-
ership for submission to the 
THECB.

On Friday, Aug. 18, American Legion Post 490 donat-
ed $1000 to Genoa Elementary school for backpacks 
and school supplies. Shown, left to right, Rosie Gon-
zalez, counselor; Karen Garza, assistant principal; 

American Legion makes donation to Genoa

John Evans, club room manager; David Witucki, 1st 
vice commander; Johnny Lundstrom, commander; 
and Tiffany Bennett, principal.
 Photo by Christine Olvera

Elected offi cials share their words

 It has been a busy summer at City Hall. I 
am proud to say that after working diligently 
with Mayor Sylvester Turner, District E was 
allocated $140 million dollars for capital im-
provement plan (CIP) projects over the next 
fi ve years. We have notable projects within 
the Clear Lake, Kingwood and South Belt ar-
eas that will be appreciated by District E res-
idents, and I am extremely satisfi ed to work 
with a Mayor who appreciates the impor-
tance of equitable distribution of CIP funds 
throughout ALL areas of the City of Hous-
ton.
 Moving forward, Mayor Turner has ac-
knowledged the inequitable funding of 
Council Districts “outside Loop 610”, and 
will continue to work towards a more equi-
table distribution amongst Council Districts. 
As many of you know, this has been my bat-
tle over the past four years of CIP alloca-
tions. This year our District E CIP allocation 
increased from 3% to 7% which shows our 
efforts to improve equity amongst funding 
for projects across the city is being heard. 
I look forward to furthering these efforts 
during next year’s CIP process. To watch the 
CIP council meeting, please visit the city’s 
website.
 Until then, I will continue to be a staunch 
advocate for District E residents. Addition-
ally, my staff has been hard at work, coor-
dinating the annual round of fall town hall 
meetings in the district. I invite you to save 
the date for the upcoming meetings:

District E News
By Council Member Dave Martin

 Kingwood, Tuesday, Sept. 12, 6:30 to 8 
p.m., Kingwood Community Center, 4102 
Rustic Woods Drive, in Houston.
 Southeast Houston/Clear Lake, Thursday, 
Sept.14, 6:30 to 8 p.m., Space Center Hous-
ton, 1601 NASA Parkway, in Houston.
 I have extended the invitation to several 
city departments as well as a variety of com-
munity speakers. In Kingwood, we will have 
the opportunity to welcome Mayor Sylves-
ter Turner! We will also hear from Stephen 
Costello, City of Houston Chief Resiliency 
Offi cer, regarding an upcoming drainage im-
provement project in Forest Cove. Stan Sar-
man, the chair of the TIRZ 10 board will be 
able to provide information on a variety of 
projects including Northpark Drive Mobility 
Improvement Project and the status of area 
intersection improvements.
 In Clear Lake, we will have Marc Eichen-
baum, Special Assistant to the Mayor on 
Homeless Initiatives, Takasha Francis, Di-
rector of the Department of Neighborhoods, 
Clear Lake HPD and a representative from 
Lone Star Flight Museum to provide com-
munity updates.
 We look forward to hearing these updates 
and addressing community questions, com-
ments and concerns. If you have never been 
before, it is the perfect opportunity to engage 
with your community and have your ques-
tions answered. We hope you will join us. 
Please feel free to invite a neighbor, friend or 
colleague! Everyone is welcome to attend.

SJC receives national honor;
fi nancial reporting awarded
 For the 10th consecutive 
year, San Jacinto College has 
been awarded the Certifi cate 
of Achievement for Excel-
lence in Financial Reporting 
by the Government Finance 
Offi cers Association of the 
United States and Canada.
 "This achievement is the 
result of our fi scal affairs 
team's diligence in fi nancial 
procedures and guidelines 
to ensure accuracy in report-
ing," said Bill Dickerson, 
San Jacinto College director 
of accounting and fi nancial 

services.
 The award is the highest 
form of recognition in gov-
ernmental accounting and fi -
nancial reporting. San Jacin-
to College fi rst received the 
Distinguished Budget Award 
for the 2006-2007 fi scal year.
 The GFOA established 
the Certifi cate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Fi-
nancial Reporting Program 
in 1945 to encourage and 
assist state and local gov-
ernments to go beyond the 
minimum requirements of 

generally accepted account-
ing principles to prepare 
comprehensive annual fi nan-
cial reports that evidence the 
spirit of transparency and 
full disclosure and then to 
recognize individual govern-
ments that succeed in achiev-
ing that goal.
 The GFOA is a nonprof-
it professional association 
serving more than 17,600 
government fi nance profes-
sionals throughout North 
America with offi ces in Chi-
cago and Washington.

Harvey approaches
Continued from Page 1A
storm:
 • Confi rming proper oper-
ation of its 153 gauges
 • Confi rming appropriate 
levels of staff are available 
to respond and monitor the 
event
 • Preparing phone bank 
operations
 • Inspecting trash racks to 
ensure they are clear of debris
 • Ensuring contractors 
working on HCFCD projects 
are on-call to secure our con-
struction sites prior to the on-
set of rainfall
 Whenever the forecast 
calls for possible heavy rain-
fall, Harris County residents 
are urged to monitor weather 
conditions and to pay close 
attention to road conditions 
on their travel routes. Now 
is the time to review person-
al preparedness plans and be 
ready to put them into action. 
 When fl ooding is immi-
nent, the following are steps 
you can take to prepare:
 • Make sure to have an ad-
equate water supply in case 
service is cut off.
 • Confi rm a family emer-
gency kit is complete and 
ready.
 • Contact family members 
and confi rm plan of action 
and alternatives.
 • Move emergency sup-
plies and valuables to a high, 
dry place inside residences.
 • Locate and put pets in a 
safe place.
 • Residents are urged to 
stay put. However, if one 

must evacuate to a safe lo-
cation or a shelter, take an 
emergency supply kit and 
inform family members of 
the departure. Don’t drive 
through fl ooded streets.
 • Make sure storm drains 
and culverts are clear from 
debris. Clogged drains and 
culverts can prevent water 
from traveling to the bayous 
and tributaries, causing street 
fl ooding and possible house 
fl ooding, depending on the 
amount of rain received. 
 • Debris should not be 
discarded in areas bayous, 
streams and ditches. Debris 
should be put in trash bins 
and then brought inside ga-
rages or backyards away 
from drainage ditches and 
storm sewers. 
 • Winds can cause trees 
and branches to fall. Trim or 
remove damaged trees and 
limbs to keep property safe.
 • Move vehicles to drive-
ways or in parking garages.
 • Secure patio furniture 
and any loose items that may 
be picked up by heavy winds.
 • Take video of all be-
longings and important doc-
uments in case they become 
damaged and needed for in-
surance claims.
 • Remember to never drive 
into high water. Turn around, 
don’t drown. Less than two 
feet of water can fl oat and 
wash away a vehicle. Be 
especially cautious at un-
derpasses and at night when 
water across roadways can be 
diffi cult to see. 
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 What. If. Separate, these 
words don’t mean much, but 
they’re two very powerful 
words when placed togeth-
er. For example, what if you 
were “this close” to having an 
invention that could change 
people’s lives or even the 
course of history but didn’t 
have the knowledge or capi-
tal to take it to the next level 
of development? What if you 
discovered a way to over-
come your technical chal-
lenge(s), and what if it cost 
you absolutely nothing?
 Does this sound too good 
to be true? It isn’t in the 
world of the Space Alliance 
Technology Outreach Pro-
gram.
 SATOP is a free service 
designed to provide technical 

assistance to small business-
es and speed the transfer of 
space technology to the pri-
vate sector, thus increasing 
their chances of success.
 A business may receive up 
to 40 hours of free technical 
assistance from an Alliance 
Partner working within 14 
space companies, academic 
institutions and NASA. SA-
TOP coordinates with profes-
sionals within these organiza-
tions who then volunteer their 
time and expertise in solving 
the challenges of the small 
business. Since SATOP’s in-
ception in 1999, more than 
3,400 resolutions have been 
provided to businesses.
 A company named Flori-
kan, based in Sarasota, Flor-
ida, has an amazing suc-

cess story made possible 
through the expertise provid-
ed through SATOP when the 
program was administered 
nationwide through four re-
gional centers.
 Florikan’s product, Staged 
Nutrient Release (SNR) 
Fertilizer, has been such a 
game-changer that the Space 
Foundation, located in Col-
orado Springs, recently in-
ducted Florikan, NASA, and 
SATOP as Innovating Orga-
nizations into its Space Tech-
nology Hall of Fame. Fertil-
izer and space? What? The 
backstory defi nitely needs 
telling.

In the beginning
 Ed Rosenthal and his wife 
founded Florikan in 1982. 
At that time, and for several 

years to come, farmers had 
to fertilize plants frequently. 
Many of the fertilizer’s nu-
trients leached out into the 
groundwater. This didn’t do 
the plants much good and 
was even worse for the envi-
ronment.
 By 2002, Rosenthal had 
been working with fertilizers 
and polymers for decades, 
since he had worked at a 
company that manufactured 
polymer-based plastic plant 
containers before the found-
ing of Florikan.
 He studied the problem 
and determined that a fer-
tilizer could be created that 
coated each nutrient in a dif-
ferent polymer, some with a 
larger-porosity polymer that 
would allow water to pene-
trate quickly and release the 
nutrient relatively soon and 
some with a smaller poros-
ity to slow down the release 
of the nutrient. Through this 
process, a fertilizer would de-
liver exactly the right amount 
of each nutrient at the appro-
priate stage of the growing 
cycle.
 Once developed, the new 
product, SNR, was hugely 
successful. In 2004, the state 
of Florida and the National 
Society of Professional En-
gineers recognized Florikan 
for making one of the year’s 
most innovative new prod-
ucts. This recognition led to 
Rosenthal connecting with 
SATOP to receive 40 free 
hours of consultation to take 
his product even further.
 At the end of the 40 hours, 
SATOP Alliance Partner en-
gineers recommended an en-
tirely different method. The 
nutrients could be treated in 
a single, impervious polymer, 
and then they would be treat-
ed with a chemical to open up 
pores to the exact specifi ca-
tions needed.
 Two more years of per-
fecting the formula ensued. 
By 2008, Florikan had two 
new patents, one for SNR 
fertilizer and another for the 
polymer coating.
 Growers use far less of 
Florikan’s SNR fertilizer and 
much less often. This lowers 

SATOP changes world one request at a time

Guerrero, Ledwith
offer SAT, PSAT tips 
 Ask college-bound high 
school graduates to refl ect 
on the biggest challenges 
of their junior, senior years, 
and they’ll likely remember 
the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test and the more 
challenging Scholastic Apti-
tude Test.
 Most of the time, students 
go into the testing room not 
knowing what to expect. 
However, students may pre-
pare for these tests in more 
ways than just hitting the 
books extra hard. Three 
times a year, University of 
Houston-Clear Lake offers 
a combined PSAT and SAT 
preparation course through 
the university’s Center for 
Executive Education.
 These courses offer 
hands-on training with chal-
lenges, activities and timed 
exercises to help students 
approach these tests with 
confi dence.
 Scoring well on those 
tests is as much about re-
search and strategy as it is 
about actual scholastic apti-
tude, say Brenda Guerrero, 
the center’s events assistant, 
and Jennifer Ledwith, a cen-
ter instructor who teaches 
PSAT preparation courses.
 Ledwith and Guerrero 
share some of their insights 
about how high school stu-
dents can successfully sur-
mount those “insurmount-
able” standardized tests and 
gain admission to the college 
of their choice. 
 “I remind students that 
PSAT scores don’t play a 
role in college admission,” 
Ledwith said. “The main 
purpose of the PSATs is to 
identify students who are el-
igible for merit-based schol-
arships. But since the PSAT 
and SAT are so similar, I 
strongly encourage students 
to take both, but the sooner 
you start planning, the more 
successful you can be.”
 Ledwith’s additional sug-
gestions are:
 Foundational knowledge 
across time yields much 
greater benefi ts than any 
test-preparation course. Ex-
cellent reading comprehen-
sion skills are the key to 
overall academic success. 
Being a prolifi c reader is 
not just about learning good 
grammar and usage – it’s 
about developing exactly the 
critical thinking skills one 
needs to achieve high scores. 
 If in a gifted-and-talented 
program in middle school, 
start planning a high school 
schedule now.
 If it’s possible to take ge-
ometry as a freshman and 
advanced algebra as a soph-
omore, one can be better pre-
pared for the PSAT.
 Remember that the PSAT 
is just one day. If a student 
does not score well as a 
freshman, there will still be 
at least two more opportuni-
ties to retake the test. Speak 
with a counselor and register 
for a PSAT test preparation 
course to help build confi -
dence.

Tips for surmounting 
SATs

 The most useful strategy 
isn’t about practicing es-
say-writing skills and bon-
ing up on math concepts.
 “It’s important to do plen-
ty of research about the ad-
missions process of each of 
the colleges to which you 
plan to apply,” Guerrero 
said. “Decide on your ob-
jectives and list the colleges 
you are interested in after 
studying their admissions re-
quirements.”
 Guerrero suggests stu-
dents investigate these key 
questions: What exactly 
does  a college require in or-
der to gain admission?

 Study scholarship re-
quirements closely. They 
vary from college to college, 
and private schools’ require-
ments are often different 
from state schools. 
 Find out if the chosen col-
leges accept “superscores.” 
If one has taken the SATs 
multiple times, some col-
leges will allow one to sub-
mit highest verbal and math 
scores from all the tests – 
one’s “superscores.”
 Others require one to sub-
mit the scores one made on 
just one test. University of 
Houston-Clear Lake does 
not accept superscores, but 
researching the other col-
leges one is applying to will 
tell if one can use this strat-
egy to increase chances for 
admission. 
 Not all SAT prep courses 
are alike. Evaluate options. 
 Take SAT preparation 
courses that are well-struc-
tured and target the math 
and vocabulary strategies 
that one might have missed 
in class. One’s course should 
measure one’s progress from 

the fi rst day to the last ses-
sion. 
 Use college board prac-
tice exams to become used to 
the structure of the test. Re-
view the answers and fi gure 
out mistakes. 
 “Remember that your 
SAT scores are not necessar-
ily the deciding factor when 
colleges are evaluating your 
application,” Ledwith said. 
“Many colleges are taking 
a holistic view, considering 
all the elements of the ap-
plication and weighing them 
more equally.”
 When researching a cho-
sen college, speak to an ad-
viser and fi nd out the role 
standardized test scores play 
in the admissions process. 
Stay positive and keep in-
vestigating colleges. When 
one gets all the information 
to weigh one’s options, one 
will be able to make the best 
choice. 
 For more information 
about UHCL’s college test 
preparation courses, visit 
www.uhcl.edu/center-execu
tive-education.

 Steven Ly (right), one of Dobie High School’s Shining 
Stars, is shown with distinguished educator Cindy Walker, 
a librarian at Moore Elementary.
 Ly has volunteered at various events through NHS and 
HOSA. He has also volunteered at Parker Williams Library, 
PetSmart and volunteering opportunities in Pearland.
 Ly plans to attend the University of Texas in Austin to 
major in design.

Walker plays role in defi ning Ly’s roots
 Ly commented about Walker, “Entering into elementary 
school, I was nervous and did not know where or how I 
would fi t into the new environment. I soon discovered that 
Mrs. Walker and her endless library would be there to guide 
me through my fi rst four years of school. She introduced 
me to novels that became my escape into various universes 
that I had never experienced before. I found a passion for 
these books and the lessons and morals that the novels and 

Mrs. Walker had taught me 
still impact me to this day. 
Everybody has roots that 
have been shaped by numer-
ous beings along the way 
and Mrs. Walker has defi -
nitely played an enormous 
role in defi ning my roots.” 
 The South Belt Shining 
Stars will be presented in a 
series of 10 students being 
honored along with their fa-
vorite mentor.
 The 10 Shining Stars 
represent the Top 10 Do-
bie High School students. 
The information and photos 
were submitted by the Pas-
adena Independent School 
District.
 The Leader is also run-
ning the Top 10 Shining 
Stars from Pasadena Memo-
rial and South Houston high 
schools.

 Angel Salvador Ruiz (left), one of the South Houston 
High School’s Shining Stars, is shown with distinguished 
educator Bradley Wheeler, an AP Physics C instructor.
 Ruiz done various volunteering activities with Key Club, 
Student Council and National Honor Society. He has also 
done volunteer work with Armand Bayou Cleanup and 
Trunk and Treat.
 Ruiz plans to major in mechanical engineering at the 
University of Texas 
in Austin or at Texas 
A&M in College Sta-
tion.
 Ruiz commented 
about Wheeler, “I have 
known Mr. Wheel-
er since the beginning 
of my junior year. 
Although I have had 
many amazing teachers 
throughout the years, 
Mr. Wheeler has really 
stood out. 
 “He is very great at 
making students think 
critically about the 
world around them. His 
style of teaching has 
made me think deeper 
and more objectively 
about problems. I am 
very thankful to have 
had Mr. Wheeler for 

Ruiz thankful for Wheeler’s teaching style 
my last two years of high school.”
 The South Belt Shining Stars will be presented in a series 
of 10 students being honored along with their favorite mentor.
 The 10 Shining Stars represent the Top 10 South Hous-
ton High School students. The information and photos were 
submitted by Pasadena Independent School District.
 The Leader is also running the Top 10 Shining Stars from 
Dobie and Pasadena Memorial high schools.

 Anthony Pham (left), one of the Pasadena Memorial 
High School’s Shining Stars, is shown with distinguished 
educator Anthony Farah, a debate instructor.
 Pham has volunteered at a number of organizations, includ-
ing Lighthouse Houston, the Houston Food Bank and Viet-
namese Eucharistic Society.
 Pham plans to attend the University of Houston and 
plans to pursue a major in biochemistry. Later, he plans to 
apply to medical school in hopes of becoming a physician.

Farah becomes Pham’s high school mentor
 Pham commented about Farah, “Not many recognize 
the importance of homeroom teachers in high school. They 
are a pillar, an inner support system fi lled with a supply of 
knowledge. Mr. Farah was that pillar for me. He was my fi rst 
mentor in high school, pushing me to learn beyond the class-
room borders and encouraging me to chase my dreams con-
fi dently. His passion for teaching and inspiring students radi-
ated throughout the school and became one of the sources I 
seeked for when I needed advice. As graduation approaches 

and college is in the midst, 
Mr. Farah has groomed me 
into a strong leader pre-
pared for college and the real 
world.”
 The South Belt Shining 
Stars will be presented in a 
series of 10 students being 
honored along with their fa-
vorite mentor.
 The 10 Shining Stars 
represent the Top 10 Pasa-
dena Memorial High School 
students. The information 
and photos were submitted 
by Pasadena Independent 
School District.
 The Leader is also run-
ning the Top 10 Shining 
Stars from Dobie and South 
Houston high schools.

their cost for both fertilizer 
and labor and greatly reduc-
es the harmful environmental 
impact of nutrient runoff, as 
well.

Where does space 
fi t in the equation?

 NASA has been experi-
menting with growing food 
aboard the ISS as part of its 
Veggie project. Long dura-
tion missions in the future 
will necessitate the ability to 
grow food in space and per-
haps someday on another 
planet.
 In 2015, ISS astronauts 
successfully grew and ate red 
romaine lettuce which was 
fertilized using Florikan’s 
controlled-release fertilizer. 
Rosenthal stated, “NASA’s 
expertise helped us advance 
our development by years. 
We were happy to pay it 
back.”
 Much research remains to 
be done to determine the most 
effi cient way to grow food 
under the challenging con-
ditions of space or within a 
habitat on another world, but 
Florikan has made the day-
to-day work of “farming” in 
space much less complicated. 
We often hear of NASA tech-
nology, through its spinoffs, 
making life easier here on 
earth. Big shifts in technolo-
gy in the private sector, such 
as Florikan’s SNR fertilizer, 
will create more “spin-ins” 
for NASA, which just might 
have the potential of chang-
ing the course of history for 
future space exploration.

Going forward
 Bob Payne, SATOP pro-
gram director stated, “The 
Bay Area Houston Econom-
ic Partnership, which admin-
isters the SATOP program, 
feels very fortunate to be able 
to participate in this state 
grant that provides SATOP 
the opportunity to help small 
businesses solve their techni-
cal challenges.
 “We’re hopeful that in the 
future the state will increase 
funding for the program so 
that more small businesses 
will be given the opportunity 
for success just as with Flori-
kan.”

Continued from Page 1A
 In June/July 2016, Pre-
cinct 2 contract deputies 
fi led 36 total criminal 
charges against individuals, 
with 19 of those being felo-
nies. 
 In June/July 2017, con-
tract deputies fi led 85 crim-
inal charges against individ-
uals, with 41 of those being 
felonies.
 Kritzler contends the in-
crease in arrests will have 
the effect of lowering over-
all crime in the area.
 “I believe when you re-
move the criminals from the 
area, other crimes follow 
suit and reduce,” Kritzler 
said. 
 “This means the depart-
ment has now more than 
doubled the number of drug 
dealer, burglary and robbery 
suspect arrests than from 
just one year ago. 
 That means these crim-
inals are no longer preying 
the citizens of the South 
Belt and are in jail not com-
mitting more crimes.”
 Kritzler also noted a 
sharp increase in what he 
refers to as “on views.” On-
view reports include traffi c 
stops, suspicious persons, 
suspicious vehicles, etc. 
 In June/July 2016, the 
contract deputies made 986 
on views. 
 In June/July 2017, the 
contract deputies made 
1,536 on views – and that’s 
with stats still missing from 
some deputies.

 At this time last year, 
there had been two reported 
robberies of individuals and 
one reported robbery of a 
business in this area. 
 During the same time 
period this year, zero such 
crimes have been report-
ed.
 At this time last year, 
there had also been six re-
ported house burglaries for 
June/July. 
 This past June and July, 
the department has had only 
two  reported house burglar-
ies.
 The lieutenant added that 
even vehicle crashes have 
decreased since the addition 
of the new deputies, but the 
related stats were not avail-
able at press time.
 Kritzler is confident 
that Diaz will continue 
to do what is necessary 
to protect the South Belt 
community.
 “I know Constable Chris 
Diaz is committed to the 
South-Belt Ellington and 
municipal utility district ar-
eas and that he will contin-
ue to show his commitment 
anyway he can,” Kritzler 
said. 
 “He has hired extremely 
qualifi ed deputies for this 
area and will continue to 
closely monitor all that hap-
pens. I want the public to 
know the Precinct 2 Consta-
ble’s offi ce is out here, and 
they are defi nitely trying to 
continue making this area a 
great place to live.”

More arrests made

Pvt. Daniel Brader, son of John and Jean Brader, 
graduated from Marine boot camp on Friday, Aug. 
18, in San Diego, California. The Brader family are 
longtime residents of the South Belt area. Daniel 
graduated from J. Frank Dobie High School in 2016. 
Both of his sisters Jamie Whalen and Stephanie Wat-
kins graduated from Dobie, also. Daniel has not been 
informed where he will be stationed, but he will re-
turn for school of infantry for a few months.
 Photo submitted

Pvt. Brader graduates

Advertise 
in the Leader!  

Call 
281-481-5656
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas               281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer

 • Braces Without Tooth Removal

 • Headgear NOT Required

 • Insurance Assignment Accepted 

 • Quality and Caring Office 

 • Certified Specialist

Serving the South Belt Area Since 1981

Second 
Opinions
Welcome

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmersagent.com/mjewell

Sunshine Children’s
World Academy

Where Loving Care and Creative Learning 
Experiences are Provided to Each Individual Child!

6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
281-481-3630 • 11410 Hall Rd.

Now Enrolling!
• 18 months thru Pre-Kindergarten

• Full accreditation school
• Hot meals & snacks provided

• Abeka curriculum

Register NOW and SAVE
50% Off Registration Fee

August named NIAM
 August is National Immu-
nization Awareness Month, a 
time when families scramble 
to book appointments to their 
doctors for last-minute im-
munizations to meet school 
requirements.
 It’s also a time to remem-
ber the other types of vaccines 
and immunizations available 
to prevent serious, sometimes 
deadly, diseases. Dr. Alexan-
der Okwonna, pharmacist and 
San Jacinto College dean of 
natural and health sciences, 
said some of the more com-
mon vaccines and immuni-
zations include infl uenza; 
hepatitis A and hepatitis B; 
meningitis; tetanus, diphthe-
ria and pertussis (Tdap); and 
pneumococcal. He offered ad-
ditional information on each 
of these vaccines. 

Infl uenza (fl u)
 The fl u vaccine is recom-
mended for everyone age 6 
months and older. While sea-
sonal infl uenza (fl u) viruses 
can be detected year-round in 
the United States, fl u viruses 
are most common during the 
fall and winter.
 The exact timing and du-
ration of fl u seasons can vary, 
but infl uenza activity often 
begins to increase in October. 
Most of the time fl u activity 
peaks between December and 
February, although activity 
can last as late as May.
Hepatitis A and hepatitis B
 Hepatitis A and hepatitis 
B vaccines are recommended 
for college students, if not al-
ready received. The hepatitis 
A and hepatitis B viruses are 
two members of a family of 
closely related diseases. Hep-
atitis causes infl ammation of 
the liver, and it can be serious 
or even life threatening.

Meningitis
 The meningitis vaccine 
is recommended for all sev-
enth-graders and fi rst-time 
students entering college. 
Meningitis is an infl amma-
tion of the protective mem-
branes covering the brain and 
spinal cord.
 Bacterial meningitis is 
very serious and can be dead-
ly. Death can occur in as lit-
tle as a few hours. Most peo-
ple recover from meningitis. 
However, permanent disabili-

ties can result from the infec-
tion.
 San Jacinto College has 
partnered with the Harris 
County Public Health De-
partment and VaxANation to 
offer free and reduced cost 
meningitis vaccinations. For 
a schedule of times, dates and 
locations, visit http://www.
sanjac.edu/san-jacinto-col
lege/meningitis-information.

Tetanus, diphtheria and 
pertussis (Tdap)

 It is recommended that ev-
eryone receive a Tdap booster 
vaccine every 10 years. Teta-
nus is an infection caused by 
bacteria, which can invade 
the body and produce a tox-
in that causes painful mus-
cle contractions, commonly 
known as "lockjaw."
 Pertussis, also known as 
whooping cough, is caused 
by bacteria that leads to a 
highly contagious respiratory 
disease. Pertussis can affect 
people of all ages, but can be 
very serious, even deadly, for 
babies less than a year old.
 Diphtheria is an infection 
caused by bacteria that can 
lead to a thick covering in the 
back of the throat. This may 
lead to breathing problems, 
heart failure, paralysis and 
even death.

Pneumococcal
 The pneumococcal vac-
cine is recommended for all 
adults 65 years or older, for 
people ages 2 through 64 who 
may be at increased risk for 
disease due to certain medi-
cal conditions and for adults 
19 through 64 years old who 
smoke cigarettes.
 The pneumococcal dis-
ease is caused by bacteria 
and can result in infections 
of the ears and sinuses, and 
pneumonia and bloodstream 
infections.
 Students who enter the 
San Jacinto College pharma-
cy technician program are 
required to have vaccines for 
Tdap; measles, mumps and 
rubella; hepatitis B; varicella; 
fl u; and a TB skin test.
 For more information 
about the San Jacinto Col-
lege pharmacy technician 
program, visit http://www.
sanjac.edu/career/pharma
cy-technician.

40 years ago ( 1977)
 Pearland Police arrested 
Christopher Larkin Crew for 
armed robbery of a Green Tee 
Terrace home.
 The Dobie-South Hous-
ton American Legion Base-
ball team won fi rst place in 
the American Legion State 
Championship.

35 years ago ( 1982)
 Clear Creek school trust-
ees approved a $49.9 million 
budget for the 1982-1983 
school year. In other action, 
trustees, in a split decision, 
approved offering UIL boys 
and girls varsity soccer.
 Joe Hearse, superinten-
dent of Entex’s measuring 
and system operations, said 
the Beamer site was where 
Entex got the natural gas 
from United Texas Trans-
mission Company, and that 
was where Entex added the 
foul-smelling odor to UTT’s 
natural gas, which has no 
odor. Hearse said spillage of 
the odorant was what was 
making local residents fear 
there was a leak at the Beam-
er site.

30 years ago (1987)
 The Strawberry Mall, 
which the PISD board of 
trustees planned on using as 
an administrative annex, was 
slated to become the new ad-
ministration building.
 Reich Heating & Air Con-
ditioning, a local air-condi-
tioning repair company, and 
one of its technicians were 
indicted for deceptive busi-
ness practices and criminal 
mischief, charges which re-
sulted from a sting operation 
conducted by county authori-
ties.

25 years ago (1992)
 Enrollment in the Pas-
adena Independent School 
District schools was up 400 
students. Districtwide enroll-
ment was 38,628 students. 
Beverly Hills and Thomp-
son intermediates and Dobie 
High School all experienced 
increased enrollment.
 The Clear Creek school 
board voted 5-2 to waive all 
facilities-use charges. By 
doing this, the board cut the 
district out of an estimated 
$155,000 in revenue.

20 years ago (1997)
 The city of Houston’s 
gang task force raided the 
Exis club located at 11030 
Kingspoint and temporarily 
shut down the club.
 Trung Luong, an immi-
grant from Vietnam, was at 
the top of his Dobie class.

15 years ago (2002)
 Former Dobie baseball 
standout Shane Nance made 
his major league debut pitch-
ing two innings in relief for  
the Milwaukee Brewers in a 
game against the Pittsburgh 
Pirates.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District received 
additional state assistance 
through the Instructional Fa-
cilities Allotment that was 
to go toward the district’s 
$199.05 million bond re-
ceived in 2000. By receiving 
the extra funding, taxpayers 
would see an increase of only 
2.25 cents instead of the es-
timated 14 cents before the 
additional funding.
 Applerock expected to be 
proceeding with the construc-

tion of a landfi ll at 313 Alme-
da Genoa Red Bluff Road 
after a legal battle lasting lon-
ger than a year.

10 years ago (2007)
 The South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
and the South Belt-Ellington 
Leader hosted a meeting to 
discuss area fl ooding. The 
discussion included represen-
tatives from the Harris Coun-
ty Flood Control District and 
the Army Corps of Engineers. 
The main topic of the meet-
ing was the construction of a 
local watershed. The propos-
al, referred to as the Nation-
al Economic Development 
Alternative, would require 
that all in the area (17 cities 
and four counties) agree on 
the project which would in-
clude major improvements to 
both Mud Gully and Turkey 
Creek. 
 The Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District an-
nounced that its teachers 
would receive a minimum 
raise of $1,500.
 Former Dobie student Ro-
land Clark Lambert III, 47, 
was found stabbed to death in 
his Kingwood home. No im-
mediate arrests were made.
 Daniel Lawrence Witt, the 
husband of 1997 Dobie grad-
uate Joy (Madsen) Witt, died 
when a rain-soaked roof at a 
Clear Lake Randall’s grocery 
store collapsed. Originally 
taken to Ben Taub General 
Hospital with two broken 
legs and a broken arm, Witt 
was conscious and expected 
to survive. Unfortunately, his 
condition quickly deteriorat-
ed after his arrival.

5 years ago (2012)
 On Tuesday, Sept. 4, Zer-
ick Guinn fi led a civil lawsuit 
against Chris Diaz, contesting 
the runoff election results for 
the Democratic nomination 
of Harris County Precinct 2 
constable. Guinn contended 
that Diaz’s campaign, which 
narrowly defeated Guinn in 
the controversial May 29 run-
off and subsequent recount, 
benefi ted from illegal voting 
practices.
 A man critically injured 
in a traffi c accident in the 

10900 block of the Gulf 
Freeway service road on 
Aug. 27 died from his inju-
ries. Lawrence Lemaire, 65, 
was transported to Memorial 
Hermann Hospital with head 
trauma. Doctors pronounced 
him dead on Monday, Sept. 
3. According to police, the 
victim was operating a black 
Kawasaki motorcycle and 
leaving a private driveway on 
to the service road when he 
was struck by a beige Nissan 
Sentra traveling north. The 
driver of the Nissan was not 
injured. Further investigation 
determined Lemaire was at 
fault in the accident.
 Barbara Legler, wife of 
the late state Rep. Ken Leg-
ler, was sworn in to fi ll the 
remainder of her husband’s 
term. Ken Legler died June 1 
from a heart attack.
  Two area residents trying 
to save someone’s life Thurs-
day, Sept. 6, inadvertently 
also helped arrest a suspected 
home burglar. David Mat-
thews Jr. and Ryan Baier 
had stopped at the Shell gas 
station in the 10300 block of 
Blackhawk to eat breakfast 
when they spotted someone 
pulling into the parking lot 
driving erratically. Matthews 
said the driver was bloody 
from head to toe and in and 
out of consciousness. Al-
though he could barely speak, 
the driver told the pair he had 
been in a fi ght with his girl-
friend and had swung to hit a 
wall in anger but instead hit 
a window on accident, slicing 
his wrist. The two Good Sa-
maritans sat the man down, 
elevated his arm and wrapped 
a belt around it to stop the 
blood loss. They then called 
9-1-1 for help, and paramed-
ics took the man to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast Hospital 
for treatment. Unbeknownst 
to Matthews and Baier, Sgt. 
Zerick Guinn of the Harris 
County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble’s offi ce was conducting 
his own investigation into a 
home burglary on Sagemark 
that had taken place that 
same day, where the suspect 
left a large puddle of blood at 
the scene near a window that 

had been broken. After put-
ting the pieces together, Pre-
cinct 2 deputies were able to 
tie the two incidents together 
and arrested the suspect. Ser-
gio Garcia, 18, was charged 
with attempted burglary of a 
habitation. At the time of the 
incident, Garcia was reported-
ly with a 15-year-old female 
runaway from Pearland, who 
was subsequently returned to 
her family.

1 year ago (2016)
 A 22-year-old South Belt 
woman was killed and three 
injured, including two chil-
dren, following a three-car 
collision Wednesday, Aug. 17, 
in the 13700 block of Scars-
dale near the Gulf Freeway. 
According to police, Scars-
dale resident Angelly Heidi 
Caballero was driving east in 
a black Kia Forte at a high 
rate of speed when she struck 
the rear of a gray Honda. The 
Kia then veered into oncom-
ing traffi c, where it slammed 
head-on into a white Ford 
F-150 pickup. Caballero was 
rushed to a hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead.

JOYCE CELEBRATES 80 YEARS
 Special birthday wishes are sent to Joyce 
Dittrich who celebrates her 80th birthday on 
Aug. 25 from her husband Milton Dittrich; 
sons Anthony Dittrich and wife Cindy, 
Kenneth Dittrich and wife Maggie; grand-
children Jennifer Anderson and husband 
Josh, Steven Dittrich and wife Ashley, Ellen 
George and husband Garnett, Leigh-Ann 
Dittrich, Elaina Dittrich, Jeffrey Dittrich 
and Alicia Dittrich;  stepgrandchildren Leslie 
Unnasch and husband Kyle and Clarissa 
Townsend; and great-grandchildren Kia 
Stewart, Nash Stewart, Hunter Anderson, 
Jackson Anderson and Kalani Dittrich. 
The family will be celebrating at Gringo’s in 
Pearland.

CHIEKO ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY
 Greetings are sent to Chieko Webb, who 
enjoys a birthday Aug. 24, from husband Ken, 
daughter Teresa Webb, granddaughter Sara 
Sultan and friends at the Leader.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CODY!
 Cody Giles of Kirkwood South will be 19 
on Aug. 27. His parents, Jim and Tracy Giles, 
grandparents Ken and Bobby Griffin, brother 
Aaron and sister Kristen wish him a wonder-
ful birthday!

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays Aug. 24 through Aug. 30.

Atkinson Elementary
 Light the birthday candles Aug. 25 for Rosa 
Quintana. 

Burnett Elementary
 Blow out the candles for Juan Perez Aug. 
25. Sing a happy birthday song to Adelina 

day Aug. 29. The day for a party for Chelsea 
Bohny is Aug. 30. A birthday greeting is sent 
to Trent Morgan Aug. 30. 

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends birthday wishes to its 
Facebook friends this week:
 Thursday, Aug. 24: Linelle Taylor, Saul 
Correa, Mike Justice, Sammye Mejia, 
Yessica Musquiz, Alyssa Keller and Amber 
Burda; Friday, Aug. 25: Bubba Zapalac, 
Rhonda Higgins, Concetta Ligori, Brenda 
Jeter, Rhonda Parmer, Lisa Ciolli, Jennifer 
Hinojosa, Sonja McClellan, Amber Mauro, 
John Knowles, Celia Scheer, Andrea 
Moorehead-Ford and Jesse Saenz;  
Saturday, Aug. 26: Arlette Jarmon, Marci 
Chiovaro, Fred Manly, Stephanie Mayo, Jon 
Spears, Adabel Perrett, Hugh Lazenberry 
and Rick LaMantina; Sunday, Aug. 27: 
Jesse Garcia, Sara Scott, Dwaine Wyman, 
Cody Giles, Kevin Martinez, Barbara Boike 
and Jeff Jones; Monday, Aug. 28: Tanya 
Keller, Michele Bryant, Rosalind Battle, 
Adra Stafford, Stephanie Hamilton and 
Yvonne Ramirez; Tuesday, Aug. 29: Connie 
Guerrero, Brenda Marshall, Claudia Herrera 
and Aimee Bennett; and Wednesday, Aug. 
30: James Leonard, Jason Hunt, Tracy 
Schwerdtfeger, Melinda Funni, Amber 
McGown, Bobby Burton, Ryssa Bebee, 
Debrah Tullous and Rebecca Noris-Peak.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line. 
Items must be submitted by Friday noon for 
the next week’s publication.

Cruz Aug. 27. Lisa Orr is wished a happy 
birthday Aug. 28.

Bush Elementary
 Share a birthday cake Aug. 25 with Marie 
Marler.

Frazier Elementary
 Janie Puente marks a birthday Aug. 25. 
Share a double-layer cake Aug. 27 with 
Amanda Brewton and Veronica Huitron. 
Mecca Gage and Kalpana Mobley celebrate 
a birthday Aug. 29.

Meador Elementary
 Marking a birthday Aug. 24 is Kim Cowan. 
Celebrating a birthday Aug. 28 is Jason 
Watson. The day for a party for Sabina 
Torres is August 29.

Moore Elementary
 Light the birthday candles on Aug. 30 for 
Lakenia Cole.

South Belt Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Meghan 
Young Aug. 26. 

Stuchbery Elementary
 Christina Herrerra is wished a happy 
birthday Aug. 27. Dylan Richter enjoys a 
birthday Aug. 30.

Roberts Middle School
 Greetings for a special birthday are sent to 
Christine Coppedge Aug. 30. 

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Happy birthday wishes are sent Aug. 25 
to Pedro Garcia. Light the birthday candles 
Aug. 28 for Mackwell Hickerson. Margaret 
Higham and Elizabeth Rawls celebrate a 
birthday Aug. 29.
 Dobie High
 Kathleen Boyd celebrates a birthday  Aug. 
24. Christopher Swinnen celebrates a birth-

Moore Elementary welcomes its new staff members to the team at the 
beginning of the 2017-2018 school year. Wearing Moore T-shirts are, 
left to right, (front row) Essie Longoria, special education clerk; Cele-
na Hudspeth, third grade teacher; Yazmin Cabos, paraprofessional; 

Moore Elementary welcomes new staff members

Tram Kim, kindergarten teacher; Nayeli Rodriguez, paraprofession-
al; (back row) Katelyn Greuter, fourth grade teacher; Lauren Got-
tardy, success teacher; Rod Whitehurst, P.E. aide; and Katlyn Box, 
fi rst grade teacher.  Photo by Angelica Moreno-Perez

CCISD experiences 
great solar eclipse
 On Monday, Aug. 21, Clear 
Creed Independent School 
District staff and students not 
only returned for the fi rst day 
of school, but they also had 
the opportunity to experience 
the once-in-a-lifetime solar 
eclipse.
 The district secured 22,000 
ISO 12312-2 certifi ed glass-

es for campuses to view the 
Great American Eclipse safely 
throughout the school day.
 Each school had made 
plans to rotate the glasses in 
and out during the time frame 
of 11:46 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. to 
ensure that each student and 
teacher had the chance to view 
the eclipse.

DWI Task Force 
gets prepared
 The Houston-Galveston 
Area Council’s Regional DWI 
Task Force will be operating 
through the Labor Day week-
end to reduce driving while 
intoxicated incidents. The task 
force consists of 12 law en-
forcement agencies throughout 
the Houston-Galveston region 
and is in its fi fth year of opera-
tion to reduce DWI incidents.
 Funded through a Selective 
Traffi c Enforcement Program 
grant awarded by the Texas 
Department of Transportation, 
this group has arrested more 
than 1,000 offenders since 
2014.  According to TxDOT 
data, approximately 1,270 
people died regionally in al-

cohol-related crashes over the 
last fi ve years with more than 
6,600 people that suffered seri-
ous injuries.
 Convicted fi rst-time DWI 
offenders can pay a fi ne up to 
$2,000, serve six months in 
jail, lose their driver’s license 
for up to a year, and pay an ad-
ditional $3,000 to retain their 
license once they get it back.
 Safety offi cials say other 
costs associated with an im-
paired driving arrest and con-
viction can add up to more 
than $17,000 for bail, le-
gal fees, court appearances, 
court-ordered classes, vehicle 
insurance increases and other 
expenses.  

Judge Risner Golf 
Tournament set
 The Judge George Risner 
Golf Tournament will be on 
Friday, Sept. 22, at the River 
Terrace Golf Course, 16777 
Wallisville Road.
 Tee times will be 8 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. There will be a 
continental breakfast held at 
7:30 a.m. and a lunch held at 
noon. 
 The prize awards, along 
with a fajita dinner will be 

held at 6 p.m.
 The cost is $125 per play-
er. This will include golf, half 
cart, greens fee, drinks and 
two tickets per player. 
 There are also different 
sponsorship opportunities 
available.
 To register for the golf 
tournament, visit http://www.
judgerisner.com/services.
html.

After 34 years, Dr. Catherine O’Brien longtime 
South Belt area resident, is retiring from San Jacin-
to Community College. Following 20 years teaching 
biology, Dr. O’Brien became dean of SJC’s South 
campus allied health program, before advancing to 
the district as dean of teaching and learning.  She is 
closing out her career as the associate vice chancel-
lor for learning and assessment. When asked what 
was the best part of her career, O’Brien responded, 
“All of the students, faculty, and my team members 
that I have assisted along the way.” Not one to stay 
idle, O’Brien will spend her retirement building a 
new home with husband Jeff. “And I will be back 
in the classroom,” she boasts proudly. “I will be 
teaching anatomy and physiology at University of 
Houston-Clear Lake and at Alvin College starting 
this fall.”

O’Brien will retire
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Private School: Looking for 
Low Class Ratio?

GAP - Goudeau Accelerated 
Preparatory School

 281-481-3633
NOW ENROLLING 

for 2017-2018 

 1/2 Price Registration

Call for More Information

San Jacinto College hosts legendary blues musicians exhibit
 Art and music lovers alike 
will enjoy the interactive trav-
eling art exhibition, “A Cast 
of Blues,” featuring resin-cast 
masks of legendary blues mu-
sicians as it makes a stop on its 
national tour at the San Jacinto 
College South campus gallery 

from Sept. 1 to Oct. 20.
 In a partnership with the 
Houston Blues Society, the 
College’s South campus gal-
lery continues to curate en-
gaging art and educational 
experiences through collab-
orative partnerships that pro-

vide unique opportunities to 
the College and surrounding 
community.
 “The San Jacinto College 
South campus gallery is very 
excited to bring ‘A Cast of 
Blues’ to the Houston area,” 
said Jeff McGee, San Jacin-

to College art professor and 
South campus gallery curator.
 “The resin masks of the 
featured blues musicians are 
touchable by visitors, provid-
ing a level of intimacy not usu-
ally found in a gallery setting,” 
said McGee. “These masks 

SJC, Eye Clinic of Texas offer tips
 As students return to 
school for the 2017-2018 
year, the eye care technol-
ogy program at San Jacinto 
College and the Eye Clinic 
of Texas in League City re-
mind parents of some sim-
ple, everyday tips to en-
sure the health and safety 
of their children’s vision as 
the month of August is Chil-
dren's Eye Health and Safety 
Month.
 Debra Clarke, San Jacinto 
College eye care technology 
program director, and Mary 
Jane Caddell, administrator 
for the Eye Clinic of Texas, 
recently discussed issues that 
relate to children’s eye health 
and ways to avoid injuries as-
sociated with playing sports 
and popular toys on the mar-
ket.

Main issues in children’s 
eye health today

 Clarke: The leading caus-
es of blindness for school-
aged children are eye injuries, 
specifi cally sports-related in-
juries. With the summer end-
ing, sometimes one gets into 
sports and backyard sporting 
events and becomes relaxed 
to the dangers and injuries 
that can occur. 
 One still needs to have the 
kids protected. Ninety per-
cent of sports-related injuries 
are avoidable with proper 
gear.
 Clarke: Another issue re-
lated to eye health is lack 
of protection against UV 
sun exposure. Most parents, 
74 percent, will apply sun-
screen to their children’s skin 

but only 32 percent will ap-
ply sunshades to their chil-
dren’s eyes. Get a good pair 
of glasses with UV block. 
Glasses don’t have to be ex-
pensive and can be picked up 
for a few dollars at a local 
store.
 With that said, new stud-
ies are showing that children 
who play outside at least 80 
minutes a day are less likely 
to develop nearsightedness.

Age-specifi c eye health 
issues: babies, 

toddlers and teens
 Clarke: All newborns 
should receive an ocular 
screening by pediatricians. 
Premature babies should see 
an ophthalmologist. 
 A second eye care screen-
ing should take place be-
tween the six-month to 
one-year age group. School-
aged children should receive 
screenings.
Signs, symptoms regarding 

child’s vision   
 Caddell: Parents usual-
ly provide a history of their 
child squinting a lot and hav-
ing trouble in the classroom. 
Other signs include loss 
of attention span, avoiding 
reading or other close activ-
ities and turning their heads 
back and forth.
 Local organizations that 
assist with affordable eye 
health treatment include 
Kid’s Vision for Life-See to 
Succeed, Eye Care for Kids, 
and the University of Hous-
ton’s University Eye Insti-
tute.
Top concerns of children’s 

eye safety 
 Clarke: A common con-
cern is how to protect the 
eyes of children as they are 
exposed to so many elements 
on a daily basis that we don’t 
think about as concerns. For 
example, one of the hot items 
on the market today is the 
fi dget spinner. The American 
Academy of Ophthalmolo-
gy has this listed as a con-
cern because children throw 
them in the air, and they fall 
on their eyes and cause blunt 
force trauma.

Common toys causing 
children’s eye injuries 

 Caddell: Anything can 
cause injury to the eye if 
not used correctly. Even ev-
eryday household items like 
superglue can be dangerous. 
Some of the toys we notice 
that cause injury are the la-
ser pointers that can damage 
the retina, toys that shoot any 
form of projectile, water bal-
loon launchers, silly string 
and its chemicals, and toys 
that are pointed like wands 
and toy swords.
 Parents can fi nd addition-
al information and tips to 
avoid eye injuries to children 
by visiting websites of the 
Coalition to Prevent Sports 
Eye Injury, Vision Council of 
America, and Prevent Blind-
ness of America.
 San Jacinto College of-
fers the only ophthalmic 
technician training program 
in Texas accredited by the 
Commission on Accredita-
tion for Ophthalmic Medical 
Programs. The Eye Clinic of 

Texas in League City part-
ners with the college to assist 
with student clinical rota-
tions. 
 For additional information 
about the eye care technology 
program, visit sanjac.edu/ca
reer/eye-care-technology.

 As summer draws to an 
end and South Belt students 
return to school for the 2017-
2018 academic year, parents 
can rest assured, knowing 
that the police department 
of the Pasadena Independent 
School District is working 
hard to keep their children 
safe. 
 With a mission to insure 
a positive learning environ-
ment which is free of crime, 
violence, or the threat of vi-
olence, and to uphold and en-
force all applicable laws and 
regulations without passion 
or prejudice, the Department 
operates out of the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
central administration build-
ing, with 35 offi cers, serving 

63 campuses and an area of 
over 85 square miles.
 Protecting more than 
56,000 students and 8,000 
employees, two to three po-
lice offi cers are assigned to 
each of the fi ve district high 
schools, while the remaining 
offi cers are assigned to patrol 
duties in municipalities that 
include the cities of South 
Houston, Houston and Pasa-
dena. 
 Pasadena ISD offi cers are 
assigned marked patrol units 
responding to calls district 
wide and back up other law 
enforcement agencies. Each 
high school provides an of-
fi ce designed for police offi -
cers, enabling them to access 
the district police records 

management and reporting 
system. 
 These offi cers are re-
sponsible for monitoring the 
campus for criminal activity, 
conducting criminal inves-
tigations, accident reports, 
gathering and processing ev-
idence and referring charges 
to the district attorney’s of-
fi ce. Additionally, offi cers are 
able to make arrests and book 
prisoners into the appropriate 
jail facilities. The offi cers of 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District are super-
vised by Chief Stewart D. 
Russell, an alumnus of South 
Houston High School. 
 “On a daily basis, our of-
fi cers wear many hats,” said 
Sgt. Trae Morris, a patrol 
sergeant of the police depart-
ment. “They counsel with 
students, and try to develop 
a relationship with them, es-
pecially the ones they feel 
may be at risk. They’ll try 
to steer those students away 
from things that may get 
them into trouble. They han-
dle anything that occurs on 
that campus, whether it be 
something like a stolen piece 
of property to fi ghts and as-
saults. Our guys are trained 
and equipped to handle any-
thing that may occur on those 
campuses.” 
 Pasadena ISD offi cers are 
responsible for calls within 
the district, conducting crim-
inal investigations, and en-
force various city and coun-
ty ordinances. Although the 
primary jurisdiction of patrol 
offi cers are school campuses, 
support facilities and other 
properties owned by the dis-
trict, the police department 
has entered into a number of 
inter-local agreements with 
law enforcement agencies 
that have overlapping juris-
diction. 
 Safety of the district’s stu-
dents is the paramount con-
cern of the department, and 
all offi cers are trained and 
equipped to ensure that safety 
will never be compromised. 
“We have additional train-
ing that all of our offi cers go 
through to work in a school 
environment, on top of what 
other offi cers might do,” said 
Morris. “They are extremely 
well-equipped and extremely 
well-trained. We have camer-
as throughout all of our cam-
puses, and all of our offi cers 
have access to those cameras. 
We also have a new security 
system that allows us to lock 
and unlock doors to our cam-
puses remotely from the po-

lice department. 
 “All of our offi cers are 
trained on various types of 
instances such as hostage sit-
uations and active shooters, 
and they have the equipment 
to do so.” 
 While the Department of-
fi cers are tasked with the pro-
tection of students while they 
are at school, parents also 
play a critical role in ensuring 
their children’s safety. 
 “The main thing parents 
can do is to talk to their kids,” 
said Morris. “These kids want 
their parents to be a part of 
their lives, and they want them 
to know what’s going on. 
 “The parents should talk to 
their kids, fi nd out who their 
friends are, know who they’re 
hanging around. If they hear 
something that might be going 
on at the school, absolutely 
call the police department and 
let us know. Being involved 
with their kids is probably the 
most important thing they can 
do for their safety.” 
 The department prides it-
self on creating relationships 
with their students. “Our of-
fi cers are very approachable,” 
said Morris. “They eat and 
hang out with the students 
on a daily basis. Once our of-
fi cers are assigned to a high 
school, they will attend the 
graduations, stand there and 
greet every graduate as they 
come along. More often than 
not, they’re shaking hands 
and hugging probably half 

the student body that comes 
through. Our offi cers do a re-
ally good job of connecting 
with the students on campus. 
More oftentimes than not, 
we have very positive inter-
actions with our community. 
I wish departments in other 
parts of the nation could en-
joy the community support 
that we do.” 
 Despite the inherent dan-
gers that come with being in-
volved in a law enforcement 
career, the offi cers of the Pas-
adena Independent School 
District Police Department 
fi nd their jobs to be a reward-
ing one, knowing that they 
are safeguarding their future 
and making a positive impact 
in the lives of the students 
that they protect and serve. 
 “We see ourselves as pro-
tecting our future, and that’s 
what we do,” said Morris. 
“Our students are our future. 
There’s probably nothing 
more rewarding than seeing 
someone who we dealt with 
and developed a relationship 
with, coming back and seeing 
us after they graduated and 
tell us that they stuck with 
it, they graduated college, 
they got a good job, they’re 
married with kids on the way 
and thanking us for helping 
them out while they were in 
school. Watching them grow 
into adulthood and remem-
bering them from high school 
is defi nitely one of the most 
rewarding things.”

Continued from Page 1A
 Van Essen is a graduate of 
South Dakota State Universi-
ty, where he double majored, 
earning a bachelor’s degree in 
kinesiology and history, before 
attending the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake to earn a 
master’s degree in educational 
management. He has since 
received educational certifi ca-
tions in all levels of physical 
education, secondary history 
and administrative leadership.
 A veteran of the education 
workforce with a career span-
ning over 27 years, Van Es-
sen began his teaching career 
with the Santa Fe Independent 
School District in 1989, teach-
ing physical education, Texas 
history and world geography. 
He would advance to start a 
decorated career in education 
administration as an assistant 
principal at Santa Fe High 
School in 2002, before being 
promoted to principal of the 
school in 2004. 
 Van Essen joined the Do-
bie Longhorns as assistant 
principal in 2007, and was ap-
proved by the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District Board 
of Trustees in December of 
2016 to continue leading the 
new herd of freshmen students 
as principal of the Ninth Grade 
Campus, effective January 
2017. It was a decision that 
has left Van Essen both hon-
ored and humbled. 
 “I feel absolutely honored 
that they chose me to open this 
campus,” said Van Essen. “J. 
Frank Dobie High School is 
such a special place. It’s a place 
where students can be anything 
that they want to be, and to be 
able to help facilitate that is just 
incredibly humbling.”
 Although the campus was 
originally slated to open in 
August of 2017 at the start of 
the 2017-2018 academic year, 
a number of factors, among 
which include poor weather 

conditions and delays in ac-
quiring permits for the cam-
pus, have forced administra-
tors to delay the opening of the 
campus. 
 “We could have started the 
school year in certain parts of 
the building, but in talking to 
the administration involved, 
we felt it would be best for the 
students to start at a campus 
that’s fully functional, as op-
posed to starting in a building 
that has a lot of work still going 
on,” said Van Essen. “Safety 
plays into that, because when 
you have workers on campus, 
there’s a lot of things we’re 
concerned about. Equipment 
could potentially injure the 
students, and we would have 
older adults close to younger 
students. It would not be an 
ideal situation nor a safe one, 
so we felt it would be best to 
push the opening to January.”
 Designed to aid freshmen 
students in making the tran-
sition between intermediate 
school and high school, the 
Ninth Grade Campus will 
house freshmen students ex-
clusively and provide them 
with all of the academic and 
extracurricular activities of-
fered to students at the main 
campus. 
 “Students will be able to 
transition from intermediate to 
high school more seamlessly,” 
said Van Essen. “As opposed 
to having the traditional fresh-
men fi rst day where we have 
1,000 students one day and 
then 4,000 students the next, 
the students will be able to 
go through a whole year by 
themselves. They will be in-
troduced to credits, graduation 
plans, and all those different 
things that high school is all 
about. They’ll learn the im-
portance of maintaining a high 
GPA, that they need to have 26 
credits to graduate, that they 
need to pass all of their fi nal 
exams. When they get to the 

main campus, it now will not 
be 4,000 students, but 3,000 
students, so the transition will 
be much easier.”
 Students involved in extra-
curricular activities need not 
worry about losing any op-
portunities offered at the main 
campus. With the exception of 
the marching band, baseball 
and softball, all extracurricular 
activities offered at the main 
campus, including fi ne arts 
and athletic programs, will 
be offered at the Ninth Grade 
Campus. 
 Marching band students 
will be shuttled back to the 
main campus via bus after 
school for practice, and base-
ball and softball players will 
be shuttled back after sixth pe-
riod to participate in the pro-
grams during the last period of 
the school day. 
 Moving forward with the 
vision of one campus with two 
schools, both Van Essen and  
Moses must concentrate their 
efforts on building the sense of 
school spirit at the new cam-
pus that is unique to Dobie. 
 Dubbed “Dobie Pride,” 
Moses has seen exception-
al success in developing and 
cultivating the school spirit at 
the main campus since taking 
over as principal of the school 
in January of 2012, and now 
hopes to carry that success to 
the new ninth grade campus. 
 “A major part of cultivating 
the Dobie Pride is having our 
own people over there, our own 
teachers and our own adminis-
trators,” said Moses. “They’ll 
be the ones to build that pride. 
We’ll be doing pep rallies over 
there. Every time we have a 
pep rally at the main campus, 
we’ll take our band and cheer-
leaders and everyone over there 
and we’ll have a big pep rally 
over there as well. There are 
some things that we have talk-
ed through that haven’t been 
put in place yet, but there are 
things that we’ve thought about 
to help build that culture that’s 
so unique to Dobie. 
 “They’ll be on the same 
Megalunch schedule and 
they’ll run JFDTV on Fridays 
just like we do at the main 
campus. There’s going to be 
a lot of collaboration between 
the two campuses in order to 
instill that pride and spirit that 
we have here at Dobie so that 
they can be a part of it and it’ll 
be easier for them to transition 
over to the main campus.”
 In order to make the transi-
tion as effortless for the facul-
ty and staff members involved, 
the campus will be opened 
a number of days during the 
Thanksgiving and winter 
breaks to allow teachers to 
move their personal belong-
ings from Dobie to the new 
campus. A moving company 
has also been contracted to 
move larger items for faculty 
and staff. The addition of a 
campus to a school that will 
require separation of faculty 
and students poses diffi culties 
for any school, and Van Essen 
knows that Dobie will be no 
exception. 
 “The most challenging 
aspect of this project is going 
to be communication with the 

main campus and making sure 
we’re all on the same page and 
on the same bell schedule,” 
said Van Essen. “When they’re 
testing over there, they may 
be on a different bell schedule 
than we are, because they may 
be taking a test that freshmen 
do not have to take, and vice 
versa. Even though commu-
nication will be a challenge, I 
can’t think of a better person 
to be communicating with 
than Franklin Moses. We’re 
not only colleagues, but good 
friends, and that’s defi nitely 
going to help with that chal-
lenge. ”Moses shares similar 
sentiments, and feels Van Es-
sen is the perfect candidate to 
lead the Ninth Grade Campus. 
 “Michael was an excel-
lent choice due to his strong 
leadership abilities, familiarity 
with the Dobie culture and his 
passion and excitement for all 
things Dobie, including stu-
dents, teachers and programs,” 
Moses said. “I am very excited 
to collaborate with Mr. Van 
Essen, and I know that this 
will be a productive and pos-
itive opportunity for all stu-
dents coming up through the 
Dobie feeder system.”
 For Van Essen, the op-
portunity to lead a new group 
of students promises to be a 
rewarding one. “I’m looking 
forward to getting everybody 
here and seeing their smiling 
faces in a brand new building. 
It’s been a surreal experience. 
We started this process three 
years ago, and there’s been so 
many things involved in devel-
oping a building of this size. I 
want those kids to know that 
they can be anything that they 
want to be. Everything is here 
and set up for them to use it. 
 “Dobie has so many alum-
ni that has gone on to do such 
great things. A lot of times, 
we see so many bad things on 
the news, and we don’t focus 
on the fact that 99 percent of 
us are doing good things and 
we’re doing the right things. I 
want our students to know that 
they can achieve such great 
things, leave here with seven 
credits and have a solid start 
for their tenth grade year and 
the rest of high school.”

Van Essen readies for new Dobie 9th grade

were created by Sharon Mc-
Connell-Dickerson, a visually 
impaired artist who has har-
nessed her unique tactile abili-
ties and decided to share them 
with the world through the 
technique of life casting.”
 Featured musician life 
masks include Bo Diddley, 
Bobby Rush, Ruth Brown, 
Pinteop Perkins and more. The 
exhibition also features color 
photographs of blues artists 
and the juke joints they played 
by acclaimed photographer 
Ken Murphy.
 An opening reception for 
“A Cast of Blues” will be 
held on Friday, Sept. 1 from 
5 to 8 p.m., in the San Jacinto 
College South campus Marie 

Spence Flickinger Fine Arts 
Center (Building 15) lobby.
 The event will feature a live 
music performance from re-
nown Houston blues guitarist 
Milton Hopkins from 5 to 6 
p.m., presented by the Hous-
ton Blues Society.
 The event is free and open 
to the public. The South cam-
pus gallery is located in room 
S15.143. 
 Gallery hours are Monday 
through Thursday, from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., and Friday from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
 For more information on 
“A Cast of Blues” or to sched-
ule a group tour or class fi eld 
trip, contact McGee at jef
frey.mcgee@sjcd.edu.

Mike Van Essen, Dobie’s Ninth-Grade Center principal, 
wears a hard hat for a tour of the new facility which is now 
scheduled to open January 2018. Photo submitted

Shown, left to right, (front row) members of the PISD police force are 
Sgt. Jason Grice, Sgt. Trae Morris, Capt. David Garza, Chief Stewart 
Russell, Capt. Bill McMahan, Sgt. Arnold Magana, Glenda Collins, (sec-
ond row) Kathlene Smith, Kyle Wilson, Israel Torres, Jessica Cano, Jo-
anna Saucedo, Jeff Sexton, Stephanie Aguirre, (third row) Roland John-
son, Hilda Guardado, Abraham Guarjardo, Juan Pedraza, Keri Smith, 

Pasadena ISD police force ready for school year

Amber Murphy, John LaLonde, Ricardo Ontiveros, Michelle Agerton, 
(fourth row) John Gomez, Manrique Portillo, Damon Sonnier, Brandy 
Waterman, Lonnie Smith, Moses Rodrigues, Joe Barrera, Mark Mills, 
John Reddell, George Lozano, (back row) Shane Wilson, Steve DeVillier, 
Joseph Scarafi le, Michael Lenting, James Boggs, Jason Walker, Richard 
Bagwell, Michael Spray and David Reeves.  Photo submitted

Pasadena ISD police force assures parents

Martin holds town hall Sept. 14
 Houston City Council 
Member Dave Martin will host 
a town hall meeting on Thurs-
day, Sept. 14, at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Destiny Theater at Space 
Center Houston, located at 
1601 NASA Parkway.
 The public is invited to at-
tend and hear from city and 
community representatives 
about ongoing projects, issues 
and community news related 
to the Clear Lake and South-
east Houston areas of District 
E. The doors will open at 5:30 
p.m., and informational tables 
will be set up outside of the 
theater. 
 This fall’s town hall meet-
ing will include presentations 
from the City of Houston’s 
Department of Public Works 
and Engineering (PWE), the 
Administration and Regulato-
ry Affairs (ARA) Department 

and the Department of Neigh-
borhoods.
 PWE will discuss upcom-
ing infrastructure projects, 
as well as provide an update 
on the progress that has been 
made in partnership with Har-
ris County on the El Dorado 
Boulevard Expansion Project.
 Representatives from ARA 
will provide an overview of 
the 3-1-1 and “SeeClickFix” 
systems. TaKasha Francis, 
director of the Department 
of Neighborhoods, will also 
present on the function of the 
department and how it works 
to improve the quality of life in 
Houston neighborhoods.
 Additionally, Houston Fire 
Department Chief Samuel 
Peña and Houston Police De-
partment Clear Lake Substa-
tion Captain Dana Hitzman 
will provide updates from their 

departments.
 In light of recent concerns 
with homelessness in the Clear 
Lake/Southeast Houston ar-
eas, Martin has invited Marc 
Eichenbaum, special assistant 
to Mayor Sylvester Turner for 
Homeless Initiatives, to pro-
vide information on the City of 
Houston’s recent campaign to 
address homelessness, “Mean-
ingful Change.” 
 Lastly, the Lone Star Flight 
Museum will open at its new 
location, Ellington Airport, 
on Saturday, Sept. 2. Martin 
has asked that a representative 
from the museum discuss the 
programs and opportunities 
available at the newly relocated 
historic museum in District E. 
 For more information, con-
tact Martin’s offi ce at 832-393-
3008 or via email at districte@
houstontx.gov.
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NOW ENROLLING!

We are currently admitting children from 3 months to 
5 years of age (birthdays after September 1st). Our  
program is standards-based and offers meaningful  

learning experiences within a Catholic setting. We aim
to prepare your child for their elementary and

Catholic school education.

We offer multiple extended care options to meet your
scheduling needs including our Pre-K4 bridge to
Kindergarten class and our after school care for

students enrolled in neighboring elementary schools.

For more information, go to www.stlukesecc.com or
contact the ECC directly at (281) 741-7497
email eccregistrar@stlukescatholic.com

stlukesecc.com

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

David C. Rainwater 
DDS, Pllc, MAGD

• Diplomat, American Board of 
 Orofacial Pain

• Fellow of the American Academy 
 of Orofacial Pain

• Fellow of the American Academy 
 of Craniofacial Pain

• Master of the Academy of 
 General Dentistry

12929 Gulf Fwy., Suite 204 • Houston, Tx. 77034 

281-484-3675

One of the best longterm investments you can 
make, a beautiful smile and a healthy mouth!

The Dobie High School cheerleaders went to Texas A&M 
for the Universal Cheerleaders Association Cheer Camp. 
They had a wonderful time and were rewarded for their 
hard work at camp. Above, the varsity team received sec-
ond place in its Extreme Cheer routine. Shown, left to 
right, are (front row) Reagan Razo, Genesis Juarez, Al-
ize Murillo, (back row) Victoria Ayala, Maya Ann Scott, 
Bailee Dang, Briana Loredo, Bianca Galindo, Laila Her-
nandez, Sara Otwell and Michelle Kelley. Not pictured is 
Andres Melchor. 

In the photo at right, the junior varsity team proudly 
displays its award for the most improved team. The team 

J. Frank Dobie Cheerleaders attend UCA Cheer Camp at Texas A&M

members gathered are, left to right, (front row) Juliana Moreno, Alan Nguyen, Alayna 
Murillo, Olga Cisneros, Starr Shelton, (back row) Neriah Nanez, Katherine Bell, An-
drew Salas, Chloie Ray and Valerie Gonzalez.  Photos by Claudia Ayala

Enjoying the activities at the camp the team members 
who won All American Cheerleader awards are, left to 
right, Victoria Ayala, All American Cheerleader (var-
sity); Sara Otwell, Pin it Forward (varsity); Shelby 
Couchman, All American Mascot (varsity); Olga Cisne-
ros, All American (junior varsity); and Reagan Razo, All 
American-Varsity (senior).  
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.com

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

LUBE • SERVICE • REPAIR

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 9/7/17.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY (Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

SUMMER CAMP
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$120 WEEKLY FEE INCLUDES
• KARATE TRAINING
• FIELD TRIPS
• ASTROS GAME
• LASER TAG
• IMAX
• PUTT-PUTT
• BOWLING
• SKATING
• MOVIES
• PLANETARIUM
• & MUCH MORE

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.

We Can Cater Your Special Event!

New! SAGEGLEN - Renovated 4-2-2DET, formal dining, new roof, 
fresh paint, granite c-tops, new fans, beautiful floors!  Corner lot with 
gated driveway! #WILL

NEW! KIRKWOOD SOUTH - Super 3-2-2, fresh paint, formal 
dining, spacious den with fireplace, gated courtyard! #VAL

NEW!  SAGEGLEN - WOW! POOL! 5-3.5-3DET with portecochere!  
Over 3800 sq ft, both formals, study, covered patio and swimming pool!  
Brand new roof! #CRT 

New!  SAGEGLEN- Lovely 3-2-2, both formals, spacious den with 
fireplace and vaulted ceiling, updated, brand new roof! #VAL

NEW! SAGEMEADOW- Great 3-2.5-4!  Formal dining, ceramic 
tile and wood floors, huge cul-de-sac lot with extended driveway and 
addtional 2 car detached garage and/or workshop!  #PIK 

Re/Max Top Realty

THE SOLD TEAM
281-464-SOLD (7653)
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Buying or Selling? 
Do What Moves You.
Buyer Representation!

Listing Discounts!
And More!

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

SOLD

Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

Let’s Talk
About Your Home!

SOLD in 4 DAYS!

Over 3,000 Homes Sold!

SOLD in 4 DAYS!

SOLD

(281) 276-1800
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake • Sugar Land

Supplies Needed by 
Aug. 10th or Sept. 29th

Scho
ol

Supp
lies

Driv
e

KIDZ HARBOR is a group foster 
home in Liverpool, Texas whose 
mission is to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment for the 
abused and abandoned children 
of Texas.

SUPPLIES TO BENEFIT

www.texanbank.com

Drop off supplies at your nearest location.
For more information visit www.texanbank.com/Texans-Serving-Texans.aspx

Call for FREE 
Home Inspection & 

Valuation Today

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
          281-481-3733

Celebrating  “47” years!

1,000s of HOMES SOLD
Buying or Selling... 

Now is the 
Time!

"The Company You'll Keep"

Friendswood - 4/2.5/2 Over 2,900 sq. feet $249,900

League City - 4/3/2 Like New $312,000

Sageglen -  3/2/2 All Redone! $169,900

Kirkwood South - 4/2/2 Beautiful! $195,00

Pearland - 4/2.5/2 2 Story $239,900

Let Our Experience
Work For YOU!

SOLD

Cosmetic, Implants and
General Dentistry

Bring ad for free whitening after a
new patient exam, xrays, and cleaning.

10950 Resource Parkway
Suite C

(Near Memorial Southeast Hospital)

281-481-0056
Dr. Angel Román

Sagemont BBQ
Coming Soon

Beer & Wine
12132 Sabo Rd. Suite G

Across from Kroger

Check us out on Facebook

Dobie netters take tough loss

 The South Belt Girls 
Softball Association still 
has upcoming registration 
dates for the fall season, 
including Thursday, Au-
gust 24 from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. and Saturday, Aug.  
26, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the softball fields at 
El Franco Lee Park. The 
registration fee is $60 per 
player. 

Intermediate scrimmages

Saturday, Sept. 2

At Thompson: Football and vol-
leyball scrimmages, 9 a.m. to noon; 
chopped beef sandwich combo plates 
available for purchase.

At Beverly Hills: The Battlin’ 
Bears’ Annual Food, Fun and Foot-
ball event will be highlighted by a 
scrimmage from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Hot dog (2) combo plates, in-
cluding chips and water, will be $4 
each.

Intermediate sports underway
including chips and a soft 
drink or water, for $5 each, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Thompson’s cheerlead-
ers will be selling baked 
goods, and the dance team 
will sell frozen treats. 
 The dance team will 
perform in between the 
seventh- and eighth-grade 
scrimmages, and the 
cheerleaders will perform 
during the eighth-grade 
scrimmage.
 The Lions’ football 
program began practic-
ing Aug. 21, and will 
scrimmage Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Sept. 5-6 
against the Southmore 
Bulldogs at 5 p.m. 

 The eighth-grade A and 
seventh-grade A team ac-
tion will be played Sept. 
5 at Thompson Interme-
diate, with eighth-grade B 
and seventh-grade B play 
coming Sept. 6 at South-
more, also at 5 p.m.

VB gets started
 Preseason volleyball 
scrimmages will be held 
Wednesday and Thursday,
  Continued on Page 2B

 Thompson Intermedi-
ate fans will get a chance 
to watch both the school’s 
football and volleyball 
programs in scrimmage 
action Saturday, Sept. 2.
 The dual-sport event 
will run from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., with the Lions’ sev-
enth-grade football teams 
scrimmaging from 9 to 
10:30 a.m., followed by 
the eighth-grade action 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  
 In accordance, the Lady 
Lions’ seventh- and eighth-
grade teams will begin 
scrimmaging at 9 a.m.
 Lion booster club mem-
bers will sell chopped beef 
barbecue sandwich plates, 

SBGSA sets
final fall

registration

Scrimmage
Clear Brook

at Dobie
Friday, Aug. 25

Veterans Stadium

Frosh: 4:30; JV: 
5:30 V: 7:00

Dobie’s Leilani Vargas will lead the team tennis group into action against 
neighboring Clear Brook Tuesday, Aug. 29 as the nondistrict portion of the 
schedule continues. The Wolverines will host the action beginning at 2:30 p.m.

SJC soccer to debut Aug. 25

Volleyball teams tune up

JFD football to host Brook
 Although it’s been 
briefly discussed, a re-
launch of the long-awaited 
Dobie versus Clear Brook 
football battle must wait 
until 2018-2019 or be-
yond.
 For now, though, the 
two football programs are 
set to meet for what will 

be the final dress rehearsal 
leading up to the start of 
the regular season.
 After controlling much 
of the action in 2016, 
Clear Brook will again go 
against the Longhorns in 
lively scrimmage action 
Friday, Aug. 25, at Veter-
ans Stadium in Pasadena.  

 Freshmen and junior 
varsity play will come be-
fore the varsity teams meet 
to close out the session at 
7 p.m.
 For both programs, it’s 
the final chance to prepare 
for the 2017 regular sea-
son, which kicks off Sept. 
2 at the varsity level. After 
hammering Bellaire a sea-
son ago, the Wolverines 
will look to repeat the feat 
at Challenger Stadium. 
 Dobie, meanwhile, is 
looking to avenge a 30-6 
loss to Summer Creek. 
The two teams begin 2017 
Sept. 2, at Turner Stadium 
in Humble.
 In its scrimmage against 
Brook, the Longhorns will 
face one of the best groups 
of offensive skill players 
in the entire Class 6A Re-
gion III ranks.

Continued on Page 2B

 Coming off a run to the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association Divi-
sion I men’s soccer semi-
finals, San Jacinto College 
would love nothing better 
than to take it a step far-
ther this time around.
 And with the 2017 sea-
son set to be the last in 
program history, there’s 
no time like the present to 
chase that elusive first na-
tional championship.
 The road to that pos-
sible national crown cer-
tainly must go through 

Tyler, where the Apach-
es have won four of the 
past five championships, 
but the Coyotes just may 
have what it takes to bring 
home the goods.
 It all starts Friday, Aug. 
25, at the Apache Invita-
tional in Tyler. San Jacinto 
won’t face nemesis Tyler 
this time around but in-
stead will go against Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast Com-
munity College.
 The Coyotes will then 
play their home opener 
Saturday, Sept. 2, on the 

South campus against de-
fending Division III na-
tional champion Richland 
in a 7 p.m. clash.
 On Tuesday, Sept. 5, 
the Coyotes hope to re-
cover sufficiently from 
the Labor Day break as 
they host Northeast Texas 
Community College in a 2 
p.m. contest.
 Coming into 2017, 
San Jacinto College head 
coach Ian Spooner knew 
he had many of the players 
in place on the offensive

Continued on Page 3B

 One more tournament 
opportunity remains as the 
Clear Brook and Dobie 
varsity volleyball teams 
inch toward the all-im-
portant district portion of 
the schedule.
 To this point, both var-
sity programs have been 
consistent yet inconsis-
tent.
 Clear Brook, which has 
played the entire season 
to this point without the 
services of outside hitter/
middle blocker Jordan 
Russell, did defeat Dobie 
in a 25-15, 25-17, 25-13 
match Aug. 18, at Dobie. 
 After winning against 
Dulles Aug. 22, the Lady 
Wolverines will host Cy-
press Creek Aug. 25, and 

then get set to face the 
field at the BSN Under 
Armour/Clear Creek ISD 
Classic Aug. 31 and Sept. 
2.  
 With Russell out of the 
lineup, sophomore Kailin 
Newsome leads the team 
in kills, with fellow soph-
omore Bella Lockwood 
second in the category. Se-
nior Kennedy Crutchfield 
is at the top of the list in 
total blocks.
 Dobie, meanwhile, won 
its first three matches of 
the season at the Dickin-
son ISD Invitational.
 At Dickinson, the Lady 
Longhorns defeated An-
gleton 25-21, 25-23, and 
also saddled Second Bap-
tist with a 22-25, 25-18, 

25-16 loss. Dobie also 
downed Channelview 25-
10, 25-15.
 At the same event, the 
Lady Longhorns won the 
first game 25-20 but then 
fell 25-20, 25-21 to Bay-
town Sterling. Despite 
a first-game win against 
Lumberton 25-23 Dobie 
lost 25-23, 25-21.
 As expected, Dobie ju-
nior Taylor Pleasants has 
paced all hitters with more 
than 124 kills this sea-
son through nine matches 
heading into play Aug. 22 
against Dickinson
 Senior Victoria Onozie 
is second among the kill 
leaders with 84. 
 District play in both

Continued on Page 2B

 The game plan is near-
ly always the same for the 
Dobie varsity team tennis 
program. That is to win as 
many doubles matches as 
possible heading into sin-
gles play, therefore jump-
ing ahead in the race to 10 
wins.
 Against Clear Springs 
Aug. 22, the Longhorns 
executed their plan, build-
ing a 5-2 lead over the 
Chargers after doubles 
play.
 From there, however, 
the Chargers stormed back 
with wins in eight of nine 
singles matches to take the 
victory. 
 Luis Neira, Adrian Ta-
mez and Austin Vuu won 
boys’ singles matches late 
for the Longhorns, but by 
then the Chargers had sto-
len away a potentially big 
win for Dobie.
 The Longhorns’ No. 1 
and No. 2 boys’ singles 
players, “Big” Tommy 
Nguyen and Alex Cua-
ping, respectively, played 
well against the tough 
Chargers’ lineup.
 But Nguyen and Cua-
ping both lost supertie-
breakers after the second 
set, leading to losses in 
those two matches. The 
wins ultimately gave 
Springs the momentum it 
needed to move on to the 
win.

 “We in no way can 
blame Tommy or Alex 
for the loss,” Dobie head 
coach Manuel Moreno Jr. 
said.
 “It’s called team tennis 
for a reason. You win as a 
group, as a team, and lose 

as a team. We had chanc-
es in other matches to win 
also, and couldn’t close it 
out. It was disappointing 
to not be able to get a win 
against a quality opponent 
like Clear Springs.”

Continued on Page 3B
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FOOTBALL
Friday, Aug. 25

Brook at Dobie scrimmage, PISD Veterans, 4:30 

Thursday, Aug. 31
Brook JV Red at Bellaire, 5:30
Brook JV Black at Bellaire, 4:00
Dobie JV Orange hosts Summer Creek, Aux., 6:30
Dobie JV White hosts Summer Creek, Aux., 4:30
Brook freshman Black hosts Bellaire, Brook, 4:00
Brook freshman Red hosts Bellaire, Brook, 5:30
Dobie freshman White at Summer Creek, 4:30
 

Saturday, Sept. 2
Dobie varsity at Summer Creek, Turner, 6:00
Brook varsity hosts Bellaire, Challenger, 6:00
Thompson hosts Red/White scrimmage, 9 a.m.
Beverly Hills hosts Food, Fun and Football, 10 a.m.

TENNIS
Friday, Aug. 25

Dobie varsity at Dickinson, 3:00

Tuesday, Aug. 29
Dobie varsity at Clear Brook, 2:30

Friday, Sept. 1
Dobie varsity hosts Alvin, 3:00

Friday, Sept. 8
Dobie varsity hosts Morton Ranch, 3:00

VOLLEYBALL
Friday, Aug. 25

Dobie varsity at Katy Paetow, 6:30
Brook varsity hosts Cy-Creek, 6:00
Brook JV hosts Cy-Creek, 5:00
Dobie JV at Katy Paetow, 5:30
Dobie freshman Orange at Katy Paetow, 4:30
Brook freshman A hosts Cy-Creek, 5:00
Dobie freshman White at Katy Paetow, 4:30
Brook freshman B hosts Cy-Creek, 6:00

Tuesday, Aug. 29
Dobie varsity at Spring, 6:30
Brook varsity at Bellaire, 6:30
Brook JV at Bellaire, 5:30
Dobie JV at Spring, 5:30
Dobie freshman Orange at Spring, 4:30
Brook freshman A at Bellaire, 4:30

Thursday, Aug. 31
Dobie varsity at San Marcos Invitational, TBA
Clear Brook varsity hosts Clear Creek Invitational

Friday, Sept. 1
Dobie varsity at San Marcos Invitational, TBA
Dobie JV hosts G.C. Memorial, Phillips, 5:30
Dobie freshman A hosts G.C. Memorial, Phillips, 5:30

Saturday, Sept. 2
Dobie varsity at San Marcos Invitational, TBA
Clear Brook varsity hosts Clear Creek Invitational
Thompson hosts Red/White scrimmage, 9 a.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 6
Dobie varsity at Channelview, 6:30
Dobie JV at Channelview, 5:30
Dobie freshman A at Channelview, 5:30

Friday, Sept. 8
Dobie varsity hosts West Brook, 6:30
Dobie JV hosts West Brook, 5:30
Dobie freshman A hosts West Brook, 5:30

SOCCER
Friday, Sept. 25

San Jacinto College at Mississippi Coast, Tyler, 8 p.m.

Sports Calendar

Continued from Page 1B
 With roughly nine days 
to go before the Sept. 2 
opener, Clear Brook var-
sity football head coach 
Mike Allison is pleased 
with where the Wolverines 
are presently. Because the 
program did not partici-
pate in spring workouts, 
the preseason began Aug. 
7. 
 The Wolverines went 
against Texas City in a 
fi rst scrimmage Aug. 18.
 “I was really proud of 
the way the kids played 
and performed in that fi rst 
scrimmage,” Allison said. 
 “I thought we executed 
well for the most part. The 
goal at this point of the 
preseason is to get better 
every day. I think we have 
done that. 
 ‘It was a relaxed atmo-
sphere at Texas City and 
well organized, and I think 
both programs saw some 
things that are looking 
good and also some things 
we need to work on.”
 With college level play-
ers returning at quarter-
back (Jaizac Garcia), run-
ning back (Jarrett Smith) 
and receiver (Caleb Chap-
man and Mark Milton), 
the Wolverines are set at 
the skill spots. 
 But the team will return 
just one starting offensive 
lineman. And those who 
view high school football 
from the outside looking 
in point at the defensive 
unit and its ability to stop 
opponents as a key factor 

 Pearland ISD took center 
stage on the opening week-
end of the high school volley-
ball season with its impres-
sive 79-team lineup of squads 
involved in the John Turner 
Classic, and now it’s Clear 
Creek ISD’s time to shine.
 A stout lineup of 32 teams 
will begin pool play at each 
of the fi ve Clear Creek ISD 
high schools on Aug. 31.
 Moving to Sept. 2, the top 
two teams based on pool play 
record will advance to the 16-
team championship bracket 
at Clear Falls High School. 
 Similarly, a 16-team con-
solation bracket will be held 
Sept. 2, at Clear Springs High 
School.
 The lineup is smaller than 
that of the one seen at the 
Turner Classic in Pearland, 
but in no way less skilled.
 Oak Ridge, which lost just 
one match all season en route 
to the Class 6A tournament, 
heads one pool along with 

Clear Brook High School
Aug. 31 Pool Play

9 a.m. – Oak Ridge vs. Manvel; Seven 

Lakes vs. Montgomery

10:15 a.m. – Clear Brook vs. Strat-

ford; Dawson vs. St. Agnes

11:30 a.m. – Oak Ridge vs. Stratford; 

Seven Lakes vs. St. Agnes

12:45 p.m. – Clear Brook vs. Manvel; 

Dawson vs. Montgomery

2 p.m. – Stratford vs. Manvel; St. Ag-

nes vs. Montgomery

3:15 p.m. – Clear Brook vs. Oak 

Ridge; Dawson vs. Seven Lakes

Sept. 2 Trophy Round
Top two seeded teams from each 
pool advance to compete in 16-
team championship bracket at 
Clear Falls High School.
Lowest two seeded teams from each 
pool advance to compete in 16-
team consolation bracket at Clear 
Springs High School. 
Tournament championship match 
is Sept. 2, at Clear Falls while 
the consolation fi nal is at Clear 
Springs, both at 3:30 p.m.

Continued from Page 1B 
Aug. 30-31, at Queens 
and San Jacinto interme-
diates. 
 The regular season 
begins Thursday, Sept. 
7, with Beverly Hills 
playing at Bondy and 
Thompson hosting South 
Houston. Matches begin 
at 5 p.m., with Dark-
team play preceding 
Light team action.
 As head football 
coach Michael Arroyo 
of Beverly Hills begins 
to get things into shape 
in Bears’ camp, the 
school’s annual Food, 
Fun and Football event 
will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 2, as the Blue and 
White participate in a 
scrimmage from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.
 Fans are invited to at-

Dobie seniors and returning letterwinners Jakara Henry (left) and Jacqueline 
Garcia (2) have more to be excited about after the Lady Longhorns grabbed 
three victories at the Dickinson ISD Invitational. The team is now headed to 
San Marcos for the Rattler Invitational tournament.

Brook VB a host site at CCISD invite

tend the event beginning 
at 10 a.m., and hot dog 
(2) combination plates, 
including chips and water, 
will be sold for $4 each.
 On Sept. 5, Beverly 
Hills’ eighth-grade A and 
seventh-grade A football 
teams will scrimmage at 
home against Southmore. 
 Shifting to Sept. 6, the 
Bears’ eighth-grade B and 
seventh-grade B teams 
will scrimmage at South-
more Intermediate against 
the Bulldogs.

BHI, Thompson 
athletics to begin

Lady Longhorns fall at Dickinson;
Brook fi nding its footing on court
Continued from Page 1B
22-6A and 24-6A begin 
Sept. 8. Dobie will host 
Beaumont West Brook 
while Clear Brook will 
play host to Clear Falls.
 Clear Brook made the 
playoffs a season ago as 
the No. 4 seed out of 24-
6A but was dropped by 
Dawson in the fi rst round.
 Dobie, meanwhile, was 
fi fth in the 22-6A chase 
behind champion Deer 
Park, West Brook, Memo-
rial and La Porte.
 But this is a new sea-
son, and both Dobie and 
Clear Brook have designs 
on making it to the play-
offs this time around.
 After a 26-28, 25-21, 
25-20, 25-15 loss to Dick-
inson Aug. 22, Dobie has 
won three of its fi rst 10 
matches of the season with 
the tournament trip to San 
Marcos coming up.
 Despite coming up 
short in seven of the 10, 

the Lady Longhorns have 
pushed several opponents 
to the limit, including win-
ning the fi rst game of best-
of-threes twice in eventu-
al losses at the Dickinson 
tournament.
 At present, Deer Park 
has looked solid, coming 
up with a defeat of de-
fending Region III cham-
pion Clear Creek Aug. 22. 
West Brook, meanwhile, 
has also started well. But 
Dobie fi gures to be able to 
compete better against the 
likes of Memorial and La 
Porte come playoff time.
 As for Clear Brook, 
the Lady Wolverines have 
found their footing in 
nondistrict play in recent 
matches, and the win over 
Dulles Aug. 22 helped 
more.
 Lockwood and Gab-
by Wilcox had nine kills 
apiece as the Lady Wol-
verines made quick work 
of Dulles in three games, 

25-12, 25-16, 25-19. New-
some added seven kills 
and 13 digs in the match.
 With its appearance at 
the Clear Creek ISD In-
vitational, Clear Brook is 
looking to build still more 
confi dence as district play 
nears.
 When 24-6A action 
starts, Clear Brook will 
again face a gauntlet of 
tough opponents on a 
nightly basis.
 Clear Creek is off the 
pace it set as the Region 
III champion a season ago 
but is still tough to beat. 
Friendswood, Clear Falls, 
Dickinson, Clear Springs 
and Clear Lake are also 
hopeful of making a run to 
the postseason.
 There are only four 
playoff berths available, 
and while the race may go 
down to the fi nal match of 
the season – it did in 2016 
– the Lady Wolverines 
hope to be there.

to the team’s overall suc-
cess.
 Don’t count Allison as 
one of those guys, how-
ever, who might be con-
cerned. He’s not. 
 “We have some talented 
guys returning, and some 
guys who maybe didn’t 
see as much varsity time 
last season or those who 
have moved up from the 
junior varsity level have 
stepped up to this point,” 
Allison said. 
 “I really believe defen-
sively we are going to be 
better than what is expect-
ed.”
 High school experts 
know what Braelon Hill 
can do from his spot in 
the secondary as one of 
24-6A’s top returning per-
formers. 
 And Milton, who has 
been recruited as a defen-
sive back and is expect-
ed to play cornerback at 
Baylor University, will 
see time in the secondary. 
There are others, but Hill 
and Milton head the list.
 “Braelon has simply 
impressed me this offsea-
son and preseason, and 
I already knew he was a 
skilled player,” Allison 
said. 
 “Mark is just a tremen-
dous all-around talent. 
He’s getting in work all 
over the fi eld, including 
the return game. 
 ‘He’s just a guy who 
takes care of his business 
in the classroom and does 
whatever you ask him to 

do out here on the fi eld as 
a teammate.”
 As for the scrimmage 
against Dobie, the Wolver-
ines will attempt to mim-
ic a regular game week as 
much as possible. While 
the fi nal score does not 
count, effort absolutely 
does.
 “I think effort is the big 
thing every time you take 
the fi eld,” Allison said. 
“And this senior group is 
a special one for us. They 
are hard-working, driven 
to succeed, unselfi sh and 
team-oriented. All of that 
rubs off on the other guys. 
 “We just want to go 
out there against Dobie 
and execute cleanly, stay 
healthy and keep improv-
ing as we move toward the 
opener against Bellaire.”

Dobie makes progress
 Other than having to 
deal with some of the 
same heat-related con-
cerns that face every pro-
gram this time of year, 
the Dobie group is mov-
ing full steam ahead in 
preparation for not only 
the scrimmage with Clear 
Brook but the Sept. 2 sea-
son opener against Sum-
mer Creek.
 Dobie welcomed in a 
great group of freshmen 
players, and there are also 
some solid players at the 
sophomore and junior var-
sity levels.
 But high school pro-
grams are judged large-
ly on their performance 
at the varsity level. The 
Longhorns missed the 
playoffs a season ago but 
plan to make it a short ab-
sence.

 “We were pleased with 
the retention level a lot of 
the guys showed based on 
what we covered and im-
plemented in the spring,” 
Norman said.
 “It’s easier to get out of 
the gate in the preseason 
workouts when guys show 
up ready to go and also 
show that they have a good 
grasp of things covered in 
May.
 “The effort and the spir-
it out there on the fi eld has 
been very good, and I’m 
sure as with most teams, 
we are looking to improve  
and take a step every day. 
Through the fi rst six days 
of workouts, we have done 
that.”
 Having seen what Clear 
Brook brings to the table 
in that 2016 scrimmage, 
Norman knows very well 
what his team, particular-
ly on the defensive side, 
faces come Aug. 25. But 
it’s also why he agreed to 
scrimmage against Clear 
Brook originally.
 “Clear Brook is a play-
off team that went three 
rounds deep,” Norman 
said. 
 “We had a misstep last 
season but had made the 
playoffs each year since 
2010 before that. With this 
being the third year in this 
system for most of these 
guys, we feel real good 
about the potential for this 
season.
 “Clear Brook is where 
we want to be. They do a 
great job with coach Alli-
son over there. But we feel 
like we can get right back 
to being in the postseason 
starting in 2017.” 

Dobie to face Brook football in scrimmage 

Clear Brook and a Manvel 
team that made its way to the 
Region III fi nal  in Class 5A.
 Pearland, a regional quar-
terfi nalist in 2016, heads an-
other pool along with Deer 
Park, the 22-6A champion 
from a season ago that has 
already made a strong state-
ment this season.
 The Woodlands, the Class 
6A Region IV champion last 
season, is in another pool 
along with Atascocita, which 
reached the area playoffs in 
Class 6A last season.
 Cinco Ranch and Clear 
Springs fi gure to be the big 
challengers in another pool, 
while the likes of Bellaire and 
Fort Bend Travis head anoth-
er pool.
 Region III semifi nalist 
Seven Lakes and quarterfi n-
list Dawson lead the way in 
another pool, and Clear Falls 
along with Region III quarter-
fi nalist Katy look to advance 
in the fi nal pool. 

At right, Thompson 
Intermediate assistant 
football coach Daniel 
Sawyer and the rest 
of the Lions’ staff are 
preparing to lead the 
program into the 2017 
regular season.

 
     

By Jade Wise
PISD Communications
 This fall, Pasadena 
ISD will be teaming up 
with Home Team Mar-
keting’s digital ticketing 
platform, TicketRoar, 
powered by Eventbrite, 
to provide online ticket-
ing and marketing for all 
fi ve Pasadena ISD high 
schools’ home football 
games.
 The TicketRoar plat-
form will allow PISD to 
offer digital ticketing for 
all varsity home football 
games at Veterans Me-
morial Stadium and help 
increase ticket sales by 
providing online ticket 
purchase options, greater 
fi nancial accountability 
and improving the over-
all audience experience.
  “By using an online 
ticket service, the PISD 
community will have the 
convenience of purchas-
ing tickets to games at 
Veterans Memorial Sta-
dium from their comput-
er or smart phone.” said 
Ruperto Jaso, Pasadena 
ISD director of athletics.   
 TicketRoar provides 
simplifi ed ticketing solu-
tions to schools by offer-
ing convenient purchas-
ing options for fans and 
gives patrons the option 
to print tickets at home 
or present tickets on their 
smart phone at the gate.
 Pasadena ISD will use 
the online ticket service 
for the 2017-2018 foot-

ball season
 There are plans to ex-
pand the service to in-
clude all athletic events 
hosted by Pasadena ISD 
in the future. 
 Football tickets can 
still be purchased in per-
son at the gate and at the 
Pasadena ISD ticket of-
fi ce, which is adjacent 
to Phillips Field House, 
located next to Veter-
ans Memorial Stadium, 
during regular business 
hours and up until two 
hours before kickoff on 
game day.
 An additional feature 
that the service will bring 
is the ability for Pasade-
na ISD to accept credit 
card transactions at the 
gate, improving fi nan-
cial reporting and conve-
nience to fans.
 PISD Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. DeeAnn 
Powell said, “The Ticket-
Roar platform will allow 
us to bring the fan expe-
rience to the next level, 
while utilizing social me-
dia and online marketing 
tools to expand and grow 
our audience base.”
 “We are excited to 
have Pasadena ISD on 
the TicketRoar platform. 
We plan to enhance 
the athletic experience 
through easy online pur-
chasing and effi cient ac-
countability,” said Vic 
Gregovits, who is senior 
vice president at Ticket-
Roar. 

TicketRoar option
comes to PISD FB

Senior Jacob Sulak, who will start under center when Dobie opens the regular 
season against Summer Creek Sept. 2, has been working closely with members 
of the Longhorns’ offensive staff, including coach Charles Washington.

Online offers fl exibility

 The 100 Club of 
Pearland is busy making 
plans for its 2017 fund-
raising golf tournament, 
coming to Golfcrest Coun-
try Club in Pearland Mon-
day, Sept. 11.
 Individuals may reg-
ister for play at $140 per 
player, and foursome 
teams are encouraged to 
register at $525 per four-
some.
 The registration fee in-
cludes the cost of golf, 
green fee, a cart, range 
balls, dinner, snacks and 

nonalcoholic beverages 
for those playing golf that 
day.
 There is a variety of 
sponsorship opportunities 
available, including plati-
num at $800, gold at $300, 
silver at $200 and tent 
sponsor at $300, which 
includes a foldable table 
and a bring-your-own tent 
space.
 For more informa-
tion on the tournament, 
visit the offi cial web-
site at www.100Clubof
Pearland.org. 

100 Club of Pearland 
sets golf tournament

Elite programs included
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Thursday 
night service beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 
6 p.m. followed by a praise, worship and prayer service at 
7 p.m. at 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Afterward both pastors 
lead a Bible study in English and Spanish. 

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-
306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

FRIDAY,AUGUST 25
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, noon, 
Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 12005 
County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets monthly, the last 
Friday, at University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook 
Dr., Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing prior to 7 p.m. 
meeting. No meeting in November/ December. For details, 
visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-856-
1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not alone, and dis-
cover choices available. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, Saturdays, 
7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-
8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell 
Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 

281-480-1911 for details.
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. Call 281-487-
8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to RSVP 
for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For 
details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, 
call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

MONDAY,  AUGUST 28
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 – 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 409-
454-5720 for details, or  drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 
1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship 
Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or 
drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-
1611.

3:15 p.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and 
speech therapy for adults with Parkinson’s, 3:15 – 4:45 
p.m., Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical 
Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for details.

  6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-
488-2923 for details. No meetings on holidays..
CrossRoads UMC – Mercy Hearts meets on the second 
and fourth Mondays, 6 to 8 p.m., at CrossRoads UMC 
located at 10030 Scarsdale. The focus of the new Mercy 
Hearts program is support for families of inmates and 
ex-offenders. The program will provide a complimentary 
meal, group Bible study and discussion. Child care is pro-
vided. This is a confi dential ministry and information will be 
treated accordingly. For more information, contact C. 
Talbot at 281-245-7072 or Chucktal@msn.com. 

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – Academic ESL classes meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Free. Call Cris 
at 832-724-4296 to register. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – 
Mondays at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland. Enter door next to recycling 
bins. For details, call 713-865-3668 or visit www.oahous-
ton.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 
Step Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
in the Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, 
call Russell at 832-483-6715.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on 
Monday, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. 
$4/session or $35/10 sessions for CSH members and $5/
session or $45/10 sessions for nonmembers. Everyone is 
welcome. For information, contact 281-488-5861 or csh@
shaarhashalom.org.
  Continued on Page 4B
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BAFL Week 2 Scores
 Sr.  Jr.  Soph.  Fr.
Rams        41   0          6           19

Cowboys     26  25         25           13

Dolphins        0   7          0            6

49ers           36  19         42                25

Cowboys        0  14         18           26

Raiders        27  12          0            6

Week 3 BAFL games
Saturday, Aug. 26

Sagemont Cowboys host Magnolia Park Sharks
El Franco Lee Park, 8 a.m.

Southbelt Dolphins host North Shore Mustangs
Blackhawk Park, 8 a.m.

Ellington Rams host Bayou City Bulls
Dobie High School, 8 a.m.

Bay Area Football League

Senior Division
Teams   W L T 
Eagles   2 0 0
Hurricanes  2 0 0
Raiders  2 0 0
49ers   2 0 0
Rams   1 0 1
Bulls    1 1 0
Panthers  1 1 0
Sharks   1 1 0
Texans   1 1 0
Patriots  0 1 1
Cowboys  0 2 0
Bulldogs  0 2 0
Dolphins  0 2 0

Junior Division
Teams   W L T 
Cowboys  2 0 0
Eagles   2 0 0
Hurricanes  2 0 0
Patriots  2 0 0
Texans   2 0 0
Panthers  1 1 0
Sharks   1 1 0
49ers   1 1 0
Bulls   0 2 0
Dolphins  0 2 0
Raiders  0 2 0
Rams   0 2 0
Bulldogs  0 2 0

Sophomore Division
Teams   W L T 
Hurricanes  2 0 0
Bulldogs   2 0 0
49ers   2 0 0
Cowboys  2 0 0
Patriots  1 0 1
Eagles   1 1 0
Panthers  1 1 0
Texans   1 1 0
Raiders  0 1 1
Sharks   1 1 0
Rams   0 2 0
Bulls   0 2 0
Dolphins  0 2 0

Freshman Division
Teams   W L T 
Eagles   2 0 0
Hurricanes  2 0 0
Rams   2 0 0
Bulldogs   1 1 0
Cowboys  1 1 0
Texans   1 1 0
Panthers  1 1 0
Raiders  1 1 0
Sharks   1 1 0
Bulls   1 1 0
49ers   1 1 0
Patriots  0 2 0
Dolphins  0 2 0

Tina Ha has played an important role for the team tennis squad at Dobie early 
this season, playing girls’ No. 1 doubles with partner Leilani Vargas and, also, 
the No. 2 girls’ singles spot.

Longhorn tennis facing tough schedule; Brook coming Aug. 29
Continued from Page 1B
 After the loss to Clear 
Springs, Dobie is 4-6 
through 10 team tennis 
matches. The Longhorns 
will play tough opponents 
such as Clear Brook (Aug. 
29), Alvin and Morton 
Ranch before a trip to the 
Remembering Ike tourna-
ment in Galveston.
 As September opens, 
the Longhorns will begin 
to take aim at District 22-
6A action. Deer Park is 
the defending champion in 
22-6A, but Dobie always 
has hopes of defeating the 
Deer.
 If nothing else, the 
Longhorns may begin to 
settle in with their lineup 
now that school has start-
ed. 
 Moreno has decided to 
go with Cuaping and Lei-
lani Vargas in mixed dou-
bles.
 On the boys’ side, “Big” 
Tommy Nguyen is paired 
with Neira at No. 1, while 
“Little” Tommy Nguyen 
and Tamez is at No. 2 Aus-
tin Luu and Longy Nguy-
envo will play at No. 3.
 In girls’ doubles, Dobie 
will go with Tina Ha and 
Ann Truong at No. 1, Bao 
Nguyen and Emily Nguy-
en at No. 2, and Jordan 

Tran and Kristy Morales 
at No. 3. 
 Moreno has been par-
ticularly impressed with 
the pairing of Tran and 
Morales, who scored a 
6-1, 6-3 victory over Jes-
sie Charpentier and Na-
talie Osterlund of Clear 
Springs in the Aug. 22 
matchup.
 Overall, the Longhorns 
simply have to fi nd a way 
to close out winnable 
matches. That hasn’t hap-
pened often enough to this 
point in the season.
 Granted, a 16-3 loss to 
Clear Falls and a 14-5 loss 
to Clear Creek came as a 
result of very tough com-
petition on the other side 
of the net.
 But Dobie beat 
Pearland 10-6 in the lat-
est stretch of matches, and 
a win over Clear Springs 
could’ve kept the team’s 
momentum rolling.
 “We play a tough 
schedule in order to be 
able to improve and get 
some seasoning for the 
district schedule,” Moreno 
said. “It’s not always go-
ing to go our way, but we 
have to be  able to win the 
close matches. We led 5-2 
against Springs, and didn’t 
get it done.”

Dobie head tennis coach Manuel Moreno has seen 
his squad go 4-6 through the early portion of the 
season, but believes improvement can come.

San Jacinto College head soccer coach Ian Spooner 
is aiming at getting the Coyotes back to the national 
tournament as the 2017 regular season nears.

San Jac soccer debuts Aug. 25
Continued from Page 1B
side of things. A fi rst-year 
starter will be in the nets, 
but the Coyotes should 
have enough fi repower to 
stay in most matches.
 Early-season success 
against Richland and the 
like will go a long way 
toward the Coyotes build-
ing confi dence, but the 
success of the season ul-
timately boils down to 
reaching nationals.
 Since the program de-
buted in 1994, San Ja-
cinto College has pushed 
hard for a national title but 
has fallen just shy twice. 
There have been countless 
other chances at nationals.
 The program has also 
helped develop young 
players who have gone on 
to not only compete pro-
fessionally but to excel.
 Then it’s only fi tting 
that San Jac reach nation-
als in this, its fi nal season 
of play.



HELP WANTED

WANTED
HOUSTON
OILERS'
PROGRAMS OR
TEAM PHOTOS

FROM 1974 - 1976. 
WOULD LIKE TO BUY 

OR MAKE COPY.
PLEASE CALL
281-481-0389

Transport: Baytown: 855-
252-1634; Channelview: 
855-395-4532 8-24
HIRING EXPERIENCED 
Party chief for a small 
surveying company, 
experienced only need 
apply. Clear Lake area. 
No contract surveyors. 
Text 832-423-6094.Text 
or call 281-331-8414.   
 8-31

MISCELLANEOUS
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three spac-
es, choice location 
Section 206, lot 89, spac-
es 7, 8, 9. Call 281-487-
7932. TF
WANTED VENDORS: 
www.newl i fe lu theran.
com/forms 26th Annual 
Craft Show October 6-7 
at New Life Lutheran 
Church, 3521 E.Orange, 
Pearland. 281-485-1818   
 8-31

 SERVICE
AFFORDABLE PAINTING 
painting interior/exterior, 
sheetrock, wood fences, 
pressure washing. Free 
Estimates. Call Ruben 
832-406-0183. 9-14
I PROVIDE ELDERLY 
CARE. Dr. appt., grocery 
shopping, meal prepara-
tions, light housekeeping, 
bathing assistance. Hourly 
care. References. Ava - 
281-797-4791 8-24
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Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800

Support
Leader!

Advertisers

CHILD BUS SERVICE
MS. DEBORAH’S chil-
dren’s bus service. 
Before & after school 
service. Serving South 
Belt over 10 years. 713-
820-1338 8-24 

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
E s t i m a t e s . N e w 
Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician 
Not a Salesman. Call 
Harry 713-991-1355.  
 9-14
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, 
Suite 120, 281-481-0909. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com TF

HELP WANTED
SECRETARIAL POSTION 
available. Full-time or 
30-40 Hrs. Monday - 
Friday, with benefits, 
Gulfgate area. Need to 
know Business Works. 
Call: 713-828-9433 8-24
DRIVERS,Class-A: Imme-
diate Openings! All Miles 
Paid, .85++ per loaded 
mile! 100% PAID Health, 
Dental, Vision and More 
for EVERY Employee! 
21yoa with 1yr Class-A 
CDL (HazMat & Tank Exp.  
NOT Req) Call Martin 

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

Optometric Assistant 
Wanted

Prior healthcare experience is a plus but 
not necessary, must be willing to learn.

 

 
Enthusiastic, reliable, detail-oriented, 
self-motivated optometric assistant/tech-
nician who enjoys working with people.
No smokers please.

Bring resume to:
Dr. B.J. Garner, O.D.

11408 Hughes Road, Houston, Tx 77089

Leader Reader

CALENDAR
deprivation to depression and low 
academic performance. Public is 
welcome, 5:30 p.m., on the fourth 
Wednesday, Parker Williams Li-
brary, Room F, 10851 Scarsdale 
Blvd., 77089.  For details, call 281-
229-1409.

6:30 p.m.
ESL at CrossRoads UMC – 
Academic ESL classes meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 - 
7:30 p.m. Free. Call Cris at 832-
724-4296 to register. 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Vigilance Group of NA, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis 
Intervention  – Call 281-286-2525 
(24-hour crisis hotline) for confi-
dential domestic violence/sexual 
abuse support group for women. 
Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org 
for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meet-
ing at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-
9243.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
in Cornell Conference room. Call 
281-487-8787 for details, or drop 
in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er 
games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call 
the club at 281-480-1911 for 
details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For 
details, call 713-856-1611.

6 - 8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites every-
one to the Thursday night service 
beginning with a light meal and fel-
lowship at 6 p.m. followed by a 
praise, worship and prayer service 
at 7 p.m. at 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Afterward both pastors lead a Bible 
study in English and Spanish. 
Everyone is welcome.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association 
meets at the Sagemont Community 
Center, 11507 Hughes Rd. For 
details, call Ericka McCrutcheon at 
281-989-9990.

6:30 p.m.
Well Spouse Support Group – 
meets the last Thursday at 
CrossRoads UMC, 10030 
Scarsdale, with the spouse of a 
chronically ill/disabled person, 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Childcare is free. No 
meetings in Nov. or Dec. For 
details, contact Jennifer Miller at 
houstonwellspouse@gmail.com or 
713-724-2360, or visit http://www.
wellspouse.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Women’s Group, open meeting, 7 
p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For 
details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol 
problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 
p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, 
call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

Continued from Page 3B
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s 
office and an old-time kitchen. 
Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. 
For details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er 
games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call 
the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, 
call 713-856-1611.

Noon
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets 
Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club 
Dr., Pearland. Lunch is $15. Variety 
of interesting speakers. For informa-
tion, call 281-900-7257 or visit na-
lix@texascitizensbank.com.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
– #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Rd., 1:30 p.m. For informa-
tion, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-
946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class 
– Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. For details or classes, con-
tact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@
sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Vigilance Group of NA, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol 
problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 
p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For more 
information, call 713-306-4366 or 
713-480-4166.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787 for more information, or 
drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open 
games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, 
call 713-856-1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free 
Hump Day Dance to practice ball-
room dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m.  
Wednesdays, 1001 E. League City 
Pkwy. League City nonresidents 
must purchase an activity card. 
Assistance is available to help 
learning dance moves. For more 
information, call Neva Schroder 
at 417-838-2204.

5:30 p.m.
StartSchoolLater.net (SSL) Hous-
ton Chapter - informational meet-
ing about the link of teen sleep 

Southeast VFD needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

Turn those unwanted items in 
your garage and closets into 

cash. Bring ads into the Leader 
office by Tuesday or use the 
mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer    281-481-565611555 Beamer    281-481-5656
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

SOURCE: Southbelt Leader | Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Minimum $250 Invoice. Limit 1 per Household. Cannot be combined with other offers or used towards 
Service Plan (BAM/AMP/CLUB) Purchase. Show at time of service. Call for Details. 

Alan O’Neill M-20628 | TACLA 31525E | TECL 30557

ANY Repair 
Plumbing
AC / Heating
Electrical

(281) 552-8357
www.AbacusPlumbing.net

SOURCE S hb l L d | Li i d Ti

$50
OFF

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Hector’s
Lawn Care
Residential & Commercial

For all your lawn care needs!

713-898-3097

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

LAWN & GARDEN

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $1,000’s 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

Willie’s Concrete Works

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

281-692-1684MPL #18439

Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

CURRY INC.
A/C - HEATING SERVICE

We Service All 
Brands & Models

Call Now for Summer Checkup

713-643-5765
713-817-2302

Serving the Houston Area since 1965
TACLA#023879E

AAA Fencing

Andrew Bravo            832-461-9890  

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 or 713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Spring 
Specials

281-481-9683

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Arbor King Tree Service
• Trimming • Tree Topping • Tree Removal • Trim Shrubs • Stump Grinding • Elevating 
• Emergency Storm Damage • Free Estimates • Experienced Since 1999

Melvin Bonilla will work with you!  melvinbonilla912@gmail.com
South Belt resident. 

832-660-3622

LONGHORN 
REMODELING AND PAINTING

INSUREDFIR
ST

CLA
SS 

SOLU
TIO

NS
FIRST

 CLASS 
FINISH

Jacob G.
281-707-8096

Paul G.
346-971-9922

• Sheetrock • Flooring • Painting 
• Siding • Pressure Washing 

• Plumbing • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Doors 
• Windows • Electrical • Fences

South Belt 

Graphics & Printing 

No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

Looking to improve your yard the easy way?

Call the Leader 
Advertisers for your Lawn & Garden!

11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

Support
Leader

Advertisers



Page 6 Section B, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, August 24, 2017

2017 South Belt Schlitterbahn vacation contest photos shared

Luis Garay, his fi ancée Vanessa Salazar and his sister Sophia Garay took a road trip 
vacation to California to visit family in San Diego. They also traveled to Los Angeles 
to visit Disneyland, and that’s where all the magic happened. Shown left, Vanessa and 
Luis show off their excitement after they got engaged at the teacup ride at Disneyland. 

Garay, Salazar engaged in California

Sophia is also shown with Sofi a Vergara’s star at the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Both 
Luis and Vanessa are graduates from Dobie High School and started dating while they 
were students there.
 Photos submitted

The Garcias visited Southern California. Along their trip, they visited Venice Beach, 
Dodgers Stadium, the Chinese Mann Theater, Anaheim Stadium, Petco Park and 
the San Diego Zoo. Shown, above, at the zoo are, left to right, Rommel Garcia Sr., 
Grace Garcia, AJ Garcia, Jacquelyne Garcia and Rommel Garcia Jr. The Garcia 
family has lived in the South Belt area for almost 15 years.  Photo submitted

Garcias visit Southern California

Deron and Julie Kutra 
took a vacation to Ohio. 
They were able to vis-
it, from left to right, a 
Cincinnati Reds game 
at the Great Ameri-
can Ball Park, the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame 
in Canton and the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame 
in Cleveland. This trip 
was a bucket list trip for 
Deron. Photos submitted

Kutras take a trip to Ohio

Emily Mauro, an incoming sophomore at J. Frank 
Dobie High School, traveled to Europe with a group 
from Dobie. The trip lasted 15 days and they visited, 
the Netherlands, Germany, France, Switzerland, Italy 
and Great Britain. Above, Mauro is shown in London 
with the Tower Bridge behind her. Below, she poses in 
front of the Lion Monument in Lucerne, Switzerland. 
 Photos submitted

Mauro visits Europe

Skylar Galvan (left) and Jordan Gal-
van, attended Fearless Youth Camp 
in Panama City, Florida, with other 
youth members, leaders and youth 
pastors from CT Church Houston. 

Galvans attend youth camp in Florida

Above, Jordan is being  baptized by 
pastor Jerone Hill in the presence 
of hundreds of teens. Jordan is a 
seventh-grader at Beverly Hills In-
termediate.
 Photos submitted

The Garcia family took their fi rst trip to Los Cabos San Lucas, Mexico. The family was 
also able to experience swimming with dolphins for the fi rst time. Shown above, left to 
right, (front row) Edgar Garcia, David Garcia, (back row) Alger Garcia and Mayra 
Garcia. David attends Genoa Elementary and Edgar attends Bondy Intermediate. 

Garcias travel to Los Cabos

Longtime South Belt area residents, left to right, Javier Paredes, his sister Cynthia 
Smalls and her husband Alex Smalls visited the Grand Canyon where they showed 
their support for the hometown Houston Astros. They were also able to visit Cathe-
dral Rock in Sedona, Arizona. Photo submitted

Paredes, Smalls show Astros pride

Skylar is now a leader for the youth 
and, along with several other leaders, 
hand selected this camp for CT youth 
to attend. The daytime agenda consist-
ed of physical team strategy games, 
swimming and socializing. Above, she 
is shown participating in a game of 
beach volleyball. Skylar is a sopho-
more at Dobie High School.

Delores Gates snapped a pho-
to of her son Jesse Shannon 
enjoying the sunset while on 
a camping trip to Somerville 
Lake. Gates and Shannon 
love to go there because of 
the wildlife and the beautiful 
sunsets. Dolores is a longtime 
resident of the South Belt 
area.  Photo submitted

Gates, Shannon enjoy camping trip

Longtime South Belt area residents Sophia and Gabri-
el Montoya celebrated their 35th wedding anniversa-
ry aboard a Royal Caribbean seven night cruise. The 
cruise took them to Honduras and Costa Maya and 

Montoyas sail away for 35th anniversary

Cozumel, Mexico. The Montoya’s daughter, Ernestine 
Montoya, made the couple special anniversary T-shirts 
that were a big hit on the trip.
 Photos submitted

The Stacey family enjoyed a family vacation to Hawaii. 
Above left, left to right, Hunter, Samantha and Luke 
visit the Dole Pineapple Plantation in Wahiawa, Hawaii.  
Above right, Luke and Hunter enjoy some shaved ice 
at the Motsumoto shaved ice hut in Haleiwa, Hawaii. 

Staceys enjoy Hawaiian vacation

Below left, Hunter and Luke ride a fun water trike in 
Waikiki, Hawaii. Below right, Hunter and Luke visit 
Pearl Harbor. Luke is a second-grade student at Moore 
Elementary and Hunter is a fi fth-grader at Melillo Mid-
dle School. Photos submitted


